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If you've been considering purchasing a stereephonic
high fidelity tostrument, chances are you've given some
thought to the accommodation of two new pieces of fur-
niture into your decorating scheme. They must be placed
in cerlain locations to achicve the sterca effect, but the
problem is [ar less complicated than it sounds.

True stereophooic reprodoclion can best be achieved
through the use of two speaker systems separated by
some distance. This is because steree sound is three-
dimensional and is nbtained through a unique system of
recording with two scparate seis of microphones.

In a sterea recording session—and most records made
in the past three years have been recorded stercophoni-
cally—one sct of microphones picks up the sound [rom
the lelt side of the orchestra and ancther picks up Lhe
music from the right side. In recording and reproducing
on your stereo sct. these two sources of sound are sep-
araled on iwo different sound channels. Then, when you
play a stereo record, you hear one side of Lhe orchestra
throuph one set of speakers and the other side through
the other sct of .speakers—just as your ears would hear
it at a concert hall.

Proper Placement Blends Sound

If the speakers are too close fogether, the stereo eflect
will be greatly diminished. If they arc too far apart. the
impression of blended sound will be lost and you will
have an exaggerated effect unlike that of the cancert hall.
Sinec rooms are of many differeot sizes and shapes, the
listener must experiment wilh speaker location until he
achieves ao effect pleasing to his own ears.

Ideally. the listener should be as far from the front of
the speakers as they arc from each other. However, many
sterev owners have found that they can enjoy a stereo
cffect in many parts of the room. depending on the

acoustics of their roon.

Hemembering that placemenl of the set and speakers
is primarily a matter of individual taste, the following
sugpestions from RCA Victor styling and engineering
experts indicate some of the decorating possibilities of-
fered by this great new advance in listening plcasure.

Combine Style and Listening Pleasure

1. In a long rectangular room, the set and the speaker
cabinet can be placed against the same wall provided
there is room for at leasl reasonable separation ol speak-

cers, It would be ideal—but not necessary—if a sola or

several chairs were lovated against the opposite wall
The matching set-speaker ensembles make handsome
additions to the long walls of a reclangular room.

2. Also in the rectangular room. the spcakers may be
placed in a corner and the set against an adjoining wall.
RCA Vietor offers a special speaker cabinet designed 1o
it into a corner for just this purpose. It is best not to
have the bwo units apainst the oppositc walls as he
sound then tends to reverberate.

3. In a square room, the corner placement arrangement
works out very well, although the use ol adjoining walls
15 quile satisfactory.

4. In a long. narrow room ihe decorating device of a
yoom divider is suggested. The set and the speaker may
be placed in front of a sereen or backdrop. This arrange-
meot divides combination living-dining rooms in a most
attractive manner. RCA Victor modular unils lend (hem-
selves well to this prouping because they have special
“add-on” features such as naiching benches. record
storage cabinets. TV sels and speaker cabinets. The use
of two beoches and storage cabinets—one with the set,
the other with the speaker cabinel—provides a custom
“pbuilt-in" room divider look.

5. Realizing the many decorating possibilities available
with the room divider approach, RCA Victor has designed
two of its consoles—the Danish lowboy Mark VI and
the Danish Modern full-deor console Mark IT—with
finished backs. Thesc sets eliminate the need for screens
or backdrops behind t(he set.

6. In the "el” shaped room there is an acoustical
problem ihat can be resolved only by deciding where
vour main seating arrangement i3 to be. The various
“eonversational” groupings of your furniturc should die-
lale placement of your sterea sct and speaker cabinel
The new circular or sectional soflas and swivel easy
chairs wiih rotating bases are ideal for this arrangement.

Today's stereo instruments come in a wide variety of
cabinct styles designed to iit every decor and budget.
RCA Victor has fifteen different steren high fdclity
models in its new line, starting as low as $129.95 for a
portable with separate spraker system contained in a
detachable lid. Stivling ranges from traditional, functional
and French provincial to the new Danish modern [ow-
bovs. Matching speakers start at $9.95 butl ecqually fine
results can be obtained by employving the speaker system
of any pgood radio or TV set as the sccond source of
sound for the stereo combination.
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