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OSTWIAMEMBERS would know
that Amateur Radio magazine
was first published in 1933, but
how many know that this year, 1991, is

erful body to demand from the authori-
ties every consideration to which the
importance of their work entitles them.”
What significant words these are. A

: iched fo attempt to

actually the 72nd anni of the
Official Journal of the Wireless Institute
of Australia? Yes, our official publication
has been around a long time. It has
undergone several name changes and
had some ups and downs in that long
period, whilst all the time attempting to
chronicle the rapid development of our
hobby. This article traces the background
behind the various publications that
preceded Amateur Radio magazine as
our official publication; with a little WIA
history thrown in.

The Early Years

Wireless experimenters were active in
Australia from the late 1890s, but be-
cause they were few and far between,
they tended towork in isolation orin very
small groups. Even at the outbreak of
‘World War I in August 1914, there were
only about 400 licensed experimenters
(plus 200 illegal operators) throughout
Australia, and it appears that no-one
considered it practical to publish a news-
letter for the benefit of these wireless
experimenters.

The war caused a significant change in
wireless technology and created a large
number of interested ex-service person-
nel who had served in the Signals mus-
terings. They saw a need to band to-
geﬂm and to have a means of communi-
cating through the written word.

On7January 1919, the Wireless Insti-
tute of NSW met for the first time since
‘World War I. Mr Malcolm Perry, whohad
been the secretary since 1911, convened
the meeting in the classrooms of the
Marconi School of Wireless and read the
minutes of the previous meeting which
had been held on 7 August 1914, just
before the outbreak of war. Mr Ernest
Fisk 2EF, the managing director of AWA,
chaired the meeting and spoke of the

during the war, the part that experi-
menters oculd play in expanding knowl-
edge of wireless and the difficulty they
now faced to retrieve their confiscated
equipment and pre-war licences. Fisk
proposed “the amalgamation of every
amateur wireless institute in the Com-
monwealth, to form one united and pow-

p!
get the wireless equipment back, and
copies of Fisk's speech were sent to wire-

28 October 1919.

On3November 1919, ameeting chaired
by Professor Ross at the Perth University
noted that “the club” had been inactive
since 1916, but now the Wireless Insti-
tute of NSW proposed an affiliation. There
had been a pre-war Radio Club of Perth,

inall other
post-war general meeting of the Wireless
Institute of NSW on 14 March, Fisk was
elected President of the Wireless Insti-
tute of NSW.

AWA had its own publishing company,
the Wireless Press, which printed a
monthly magazine called Sea, Land and
Air. It was first published on 15 March
1918 and was one of the earliest Austra-
lian publications devuml to wireless. It

in Australia and overseas, with a bias
towards Marconi and AWA products. One
of the early editors was S E Tatham 25T,
Given the dominantinfluenceof Fisk and
AWA, it is not surprising therefore that
in March 1919 Sea Land and Air became
the “Official Journal of the Wireless In-
stitute of NSW” and printed news of W of
NSW meetings.

The first post-war meeting of ama-
teurs in Queensland was on 19 March
1919, Following the lead set by NSW,
they formed the Queensland Wireless
Institute, affiliated with the Wireless
Institute of Australia. Some time later in
1919 they adopted Sea, Land and Air sa
their magazine, too.

Fisk and Perry travelled to Melbourne
and read extracts from the resolutions of
the initial NSW meeting to a gathering
from there on 1 April 1919, at which time
a committee was elected to form the
Wireless Institute of Victoria. They
adopted the constitution and rules of the
WI of NSW and, naturally, Sea, Land

based at the , to which Profes-
sor Ross was referring. The meeting
adopted the name The Wireless Institute
of Australia, WA Section.. (However, a
council meeting of the WI of NSW on 23
January 1920 decided that the name
should be “Division”, not “Section” and
urgedthentherstat.eswadeptthechmge

were each
ere]ess Institute of Australia (state)
Division).

Therefore, by the end of 1919, Sea,
Land and Air covered amateur events in
all mainland states and New Zealand
and had become the “Official Journal of
the Wireless Institute of Australia” and
this was proudly noted on its editorial
page. In the following years the maga-
zine presented news and technical ar-
ticles of interest to amateurs and served
as a focal point for amateur contact.

Sea, Land and Air ceased by that name
after the March 1923 issue, but a new
magazine, Radio in Australic and New
Zealand, took its place. Radio in Austra-
lia and New Zealand continued as the
official journal till October 1923 but then
parted company with the WIA. The

for anumber of years
and was usually referred to as simply
Radio. It did feature amateur news, but
no longer had “official” status.

In the September 1923 issue of Aus-
tralasian Electrical Times i
that “The Victorian Division of the WIA
has decided to publish a quarterly report
of proceedings.” However, this did not

and Air became the official journal of the
Victorian Wireless Institute from the
issue of June 1919.

On 11 September 1919 the first gen-
eral meeting of the Wireless Institute of
South Australia was held and, like Victo-
ria, it adopted the rules of the WIof NSW,
i i Land and Air il

its journal.

Sea, Land and Air spreadts influence
further by becoming the official organ of
the Wireless Institute of New Zealand
with the December 1919 issue. The NZ
Society held its first general meeting on
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sion at the time, whilst Ross A Hull 3JU,
a councillor of theVictorian division, was
the technical editor.

In May 1924, Victoria hosted the first
Australian Wireless Convention at the
Melbourne Town Hall. The delegates,
representing the WIA in all states, ini-
tially voted for Radio Experimenter to be

of the Wireless Institute, leaving the
decision open for alteration at a later
date. It appears then that any previous
claim to official status by the magazine
was presumptuous. It was pointed out at

notbe forced to accept this magazine as it
might not be able to cover matters as
fully as local bulletins, so the motion was
altered to provide that Radio
Experimenter would be the official organ
of the Federal Council of the Institute.
In June 1924, the name of the maga-
zine was changed to The Radio Experi-
menter and Broadcaster and from then
on it incorporated details and photos of
wireless retailers and their showrooms.
Coverage of WIA events was patchy,
probably reflecting the difficulty in ob-
taining regular contributions. In July
the magazine was taken over by the
publlshexs The Standard Publishing Co;
anew editor was appointed and it ceased
to be the WIA journal. The magazine
then changed its sub-title to “The Oldest
Established and Leading Wireless Publi-
cation in Victoria”. It continued under
this title till June 1925.
Following the break with that publica-
tion, the WIA Victorian Division decided
to produce a new journal and so, in Au-
gust 1924, the magazine Experimental
Radio Broadcast News appeared carry-
ing_the sub-title: “Official Organ of
theWireless Institute of Australia”. It
sold for 1/- and contained 50 pages of
amateur and listeners news and techni-

(Federal Convention Victorian Division)”.

TheJanuary 25 editorial pagerevealed
that Love had become the managing
director, whilst Hull was now themanag-
ingeditor, with a Miss D M Mycroftasthe
secretary. The March 25 i

d, instead, a deal was made
with Magazines Ltd, a subsidiary of The
Standard Publishing Co, to produce a
monthly magazine devoted to the inter-
ests of Australian experimenters. This
was The Radio Experimenter, costing 1/
3d for about 32 pages and first published
in December 1923. It was sub-titled the
Official Organ of the Wireless Instituteof
Australia, but it appears to have been
premature in claiming that title for rea-
below. Th ine’s edit,

was Howard Kingsley Love 3UM, who
was the president of the Victorian divi-

and publication of local magazines called
€QinNSW and @7Cin Queensland. The
journal of the WIA NSW Division during
‘this period of unrest was Radio Journal
of Australia from Novermber 21 to March

new cover design and the name became
simply Radio Broadcast, “Australia’s
foremost radio jous

Later, from the August '26 issue, the
editorial page added “with whichisincor-
porated the Radio Expe and

Koklyviiel publication was the WIA
Bulletin from Western Australia, which
ran from around 1929 through to 1932,
but I have not been able to trace its
history.
sto

Broadcaster”, the magazine that was
detailed in previous paragrap)

The Second Federal Convention of the
WIA was held in Perth during August
1925, and BJermyn Masters 3LM, repre-
senting Victoria, moved that Radio
Broadcast become the official organ of
the WIA. The controlling company of-
fered to sell 4000 shares to the divisions
so that they could share in the profits of
the journal and to sell the magazine to
‘members at 3/6 per year, post free. The
Convention accepted the proposal (al-
though there is no confirmation that any
divisions took up shares) and the maga-
zine, from the October issue, could now
fairly claim to be the “Official Organ of
the Wireless Institute of Australia”. The
editorial offices moved to Sydney to re-
flect the fact that the newly elected and
first-ever Federal Council of the WIA
was resident in NSW and the magazine
was also printed in Sydney, although
strangely it was now published on the
seventh of the month, instead of the first.
Ross Hull, in Melbourne, remained as

that position when he moved to Sydney
around October *

Jermyn Masters in Melbourne then
became editor and secretary and, with
the February '26 issue, printing reverted
to Melbourne. However, there appeared
to be a problem as the magazine slowly

downhill. Th ;

ith the WIA organi-
sation in Queensland led a group of ac-
tive transmitters tomeet in April 1927 to
form the Queensland Radio Transmit-
ters League. The secretary was Major
LeoFeenaghty 4LJ, who became editor of
the group's newsletter, QTC. The first
issue of QTC was July 1927 and it was
issued monthly to the QRTL members. It
was_hand-typed by Leo and roneoed,
stapled and distributed by a small band
of volunteers each month. The cost of the
newsletter was paid from members’ sub-
scriptions.

Radio Transmitters Leagues were
promoted in the other states and, in
August 1928, they amalgamated to cre-
ate the Australian Radio Transmitters
League (or ARTL) with headquarters in
Queensland. QTC became the official
journal for the ARTL. This ARTL was a
strong group of transmitters, but the
WIA was still dominant in some states
and the radio authorities were reluctant
to deal with more than one body repre-
senting amateurs. It made sense to re-
unite all amateurs under terms satisfac-
tory to the interests of each, and discus-
sions between the ARTL and WIA state
divisions led to some degree of re-unifica-
tion. For example, the Queensland Divi-
sion of the ARTL was recognised as the
local WIA Division, and so QTC was able
itselfas the “Official Organ of

ticles. Th g
ve, still president of the WIA
Victorian Division, with Ross Hull as the
Assistant Editor. It was published by
Wireless Publishers of Australia, at the
same address as the WIA Victorian Divi-
sion. Wireless Publishers was a private
company controlled by 37 shareholders,
‘mostly committee members of the Victo-
rian WIA, which al intrust.

papercover
was changed to a cheaper grade and the
number of pages dropped to 34.

The magazine struggled on for another

the Wireless Institute of Australia
(Queensland Division)” from the issue of
May '29.

After e ARTL and

year, but the last issuein
Vol 3 No 5 of January 1927. An eight-
page weekly pamphlet of the same name,
costing 1d, but totally unconnected with
the WIA and containing commercial radio
was issued as a new series

Obviously someone pointed out that
the magazine was still not entitled to
claim to represent the WIA as a whole,
because the second issue of the magazine
was sub-titled “Official Organ of the
Wireless Institute(Federal Convention)
of Australia (Victorian Division)”. That
must have seemed a mouthful, because
the phrasing was tidied up from issue No
9 with a new sub-title of: “Official Organ
of the Wireless Institute of Australia

with Vol 1 No 1 of 3 June 1927, but it
lasted only four weeks.

The Turbulent Years
Itis apparent that the WIA publishing
effort faded outin early 1927 and individ-
ual states printed their own newsletters
in the period from mid-1927 to 1929. It
was during this period that dissatisfac-
tion with the WIA led to the formation of
the Amateur Radio T League

WIA buried the hatchet and by July ‘29
the ARTL had merged with the WIA.

Whilst I have not found evidence of offi-
cial approval, the issue of QTC for July
1929 states that it is the “official organ of
The Wireless Institute of Australia”.

At the September '20 Federal Conven-
tion (No 6) of the revitalised WIA, held in
Brisbane, it was suggested that CQ (the
NSWRTL journal) should become the
official organ of the WIA, with Leo
Feenaghty being offered the job of editor.
For reasons detailed below this did not
come about and @TC continued as the
official organ of the WIA.

(To be continued...)
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Continued from Amateur Radio January
1991 Page 21.
rom the issue of December 1930,
QTC was sub-titled “The Proceed-
of the Wireless Institute of
Australia”, a move to upgrade it into the
realm of professional bodies such as the
English and US Institution of Radio
Engineers, which both published
“proce ", QTC continued till No-
vember 1931, when Leo closed it down,
following the decision of the Eighth Fed-
eral Convention to make another maga-

Reverting to the Sixth Federal Con-
vention of the WIA in Brisbane during
September 1929, NSW proposed that CQ
be adopted as the official organ for the
WIA and Philips agroed to publish the

t 12 month:
and would issue up to oo bes copies of
CQ each month to all Institute members
and nominees. The Institute was to pro-
vide a capable editor and all subject
matter, but Philips wanted to publish at
least one article in each issue describing
Philips products.

a“donation” worth

zine the official WIA amat-
ter that is discussed later. QTC was res-

some time later as the newslet-
ter of the WIA, Queensland Division and
continues to this day.

‘We now have to backtrack a little to
October 1927 when, following problems
within the WIA in NSW, amateur radio
operators took the lead set by Queens-
land and formed the New South Wales
Radio Transmitters League. The
NSWRTL published its own monthly
magazine, called CQ, from December
1927. It was free to members and edited
by J M Bristow 2ZX. The secretary was J
Young 2JY, and publicity officer was Don
Knock 2NO. Don was also involved in a
number of other early wireless
publications. CQ started with 12 pages
containing technical and gossip items
sndgrow to 16 pages. It was small, about
20cmx 13.5¢
with a two-mlnur cover. The magazine
was subsidised by Philips Lamps (A’sia)
Ltd, and each issue included information
on Philips products.

By August 28 CQ was sub-titled “The
Acting Official Journal of the Australian
Radio Transmitters League”, because of
support from the other states. But, also
in August, the Australian Radio Trans-
mitters League wasofficially formed with
Queensland as its headquarters, so, in-
stead the Queensland magazine QTC
became the official journal.

‘When the ARTL and the WIA eventu-
ally negotiated a merger, the NSWRTL
was recognised as the WIA NSW Divi-
sion, so the September 29 issue of CQ
was able to proclaim that it was now “A
Magazine issued by the NSW Division of
the Wireless Institute of Australia”.

would be the official organ of the Wire-
less Institute throughout Australia.
Remember that in the period from July
1927 to June 1929, the typed and roneced
12-pageleaflet QTChadbeen the Queens-
land amateur journal and then from July
1929 it became the Official Organ of the
WIA. The Eighth Federal Convention

of the Institute’s journal should be im-
proved and Mingay offered to include
QTC as a supplement in his magazine
and to change the name to Television and
Radio Review and QTC, with the hope
that Leo Feenaghty would continue to

at least 500 pounds per annum, the offer
was accepted. Mr Leo Feenaghty, who
was the editor of QTC, agreed to relin-
quish publication. It was proposed that
the official magazine be renamed QTC
and that Leo should continue as editor of
the magazine, with Phil Renshaw 2DE,
the Secretary of the WIA NSW Division,
as the assistant editor.

Philips was opposed to changing the
name, and discussions with the WIA
Federal Executive in Melbourne broke
down, causing Philips to retract its offer
completely and withdraw funding from
CQ. Without financial support CQ could
not continue, and ceased in early 1930,
after three years of publication.

The paragraph heading describes these
as turbulent years, and now we come to
yet another publication which had some
claim to official WIA status.

G A Taylor, who was a leader in early
wireless organisations, was the editor of
the Radio Journal of Australia, a short-
lived weekly magazin
inlate November 1927. It had the impos-
ing sub-title of “Official Journal of the
Association for Developing Wireless in
Australia, Wireless Institute of Austra-
lia NSW’ Division, Listeners’ League
(NSW) and Others”. With the loss of
Radio Broadeast as the official WIA
magazine, the WIA NSW Division had
appointed the Radio Journal as its offi-
cial journal in early November 27, prior
to the first issue.

As mentioned, Taylor was very active
in wireless matters and was the presi-
dent of the Association for Developing
Wireless in Australia. This organisation

was a lobby group to promote commercial
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ally and otherwise interested in the tech-
nical progress of wireless.”

The crunch for amateurs came in
February 1932 when the SW Divi-
sion was officially renamed the Institute
of Radio Engineers and, despite being in
the majority, the amateur transmitters
of NSW were disenfranchised, their as-
sets taken away and they were offered
only a meeting place for “listening to
interesting lectures”. There were the
words of Mr E T Fisk, elected first presi-
dent of the IRE, in his annual report of
the Institute of Radio Engineers for 1032:

“The leaders of the Wirelos nsti-

edit the QTC portion.
and suggested that from December 1931
QTC would cease and all subscriptions
would be transferred to the Television
and Radio Review. Whilst not wishing to
work for another editor, Feenaghty didin
fact contribute an article tothis new WIA
magazine.

Television and Radio Review of
Australia (note another name change) of

tute were
T onmdotation of the wider scope of
wireless activities. As a result, the IRE
absorbed the Wireless Institute in New
South Wales and the first meeting of the
combined council was held on 4 May
1932, when it was decided to finalise the
t fe f all the i f

wireless for listeners and to give support
to manufacturers, and the journal was
the magazine of the association. It con-
tained weekly radio programs and news
from listeners and amateur clubs, as well
as news of the WIA NSW Division. The
secretary was Norman B Rydge of later
publishing fame.

e magazine's first issue was in
November 1927 and it ceased publication
a few months later with the March 1928
issue. By that time the WIA in NSW was
virtually defunct anyway.

The next magazine to feature in WIA
history was The Radio Review of Austra-
lia, published by Oswald F Mingay.
Mingay was an early amateur (callsign
2XX) and one of the pioneers in radio
development in Australia through to
WWIL Depending on one’s outlook he
was a benefactor to the amateur move-
ment or an opportunist who sold out the
WIA!

This particular magazine was his first
of many ventures in publishing, and had
“the aim of presenting a record of radio
engineeringin Australia”. The first issue
was in April 1031, with 50 small pages for
1/-and was published by Mingay on behalf
of Australian Radio Publications in
Sydney. At the time Mingay was secre-
tary of the NSW WIA and, whilst sup-
porting the WIA, the magazine was pri-
vately owned by Mingay.

Tt listed as part of its contents “Pro-
ceedings of the Wireless Institute of
Australia”. Perhaps someone objected to
the scope of that claim to represent the
WIA Australia wide, because the July ‘31
issue only asserted to present the Pro-
ceedings of the WIA (NSW Division)”.
The magazine contained highly techni-
cal detail of commercial wireless equip-
ment and installations, very similar to
the format of the later proceedings of the
IRE. With the October 31 issue the name
was changed to Television and Radio
Review and the price reduced to 9d, al-
though the number of pages dropped to
34, with eight pages devoted to the
amateurs.

At the Eighth Federal Convention of
the WIA, held in Sydney during October
1981, it was finally agreed that this
magazine, Television and Radio Review,
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states and Mingay were distinctly cool
(to putitmildly) and there was a problem
with his continued publication of the
official organof the WIA. That wasneatly
solved by Mingay ceasing publication of
Television an: lio Review wi
January 32 issue, LN T had beon
the official WIA journal for only two is-
sues!
In February ‘32 an announcement
appeared in
as follows:
“Asfrom thismonth (Febr
Monthly will become the Gkl
gan of the Wireles Instiute of Aus-
re

“The ptewous official organ, Televi-
sion_and Radio Review, is ceasing
ublication forthwith and very satie
actory arrangements were made with
Radio Monthly to carry on on the

same basis as T & R Review.
“Television information will also be

published in Radio Monthly.
0 T & B Review will

the Wireless Institute . . . In order to
provide a mesting place and to encourage
the

December’31 noy
the “Official Organ of the Wireless Insti.
tute of Australia”, with Mingay as man-
aging editor and R Chilton VK2RC as his
assistant editor. Each issue containe
about one page of WIA news from each
Division.

Two worrying events for amateur
transmitters occurred around this time.
Firstly it was ruled that the Electrical
Contractors and Electricians Licensing
Act, 1924-28, prohibited anyone work-
ing on electrical apparatus unless they
had a licence. To obtain a licence one had
to have served an apprenticeship and be
currently working in an approved firm in
the electrical industry. This meant that
radio traders, technicians and service-
men who were self taught and/or worked
for non-approved firms could not install
wireless sets etc, and amateur experi-
menters were to be prevented from
modifying or working on their own appa-
ratus. Secondly, the committee of the
WIANSW Division started moves tomake
the WIA a professionals-only organisa-
tion. An editorial in the J: ’32issue

of people who were not
essentially technical trained engineers,
but still interested in the technical appli-
cation of wireless, the council decided to
form the Radio Society of Australia, and
this will be developed to a greater extent
in the early future.”

Wow! Little wonder that all those non-
professionals who enjoyed amateur radio
as a hobby felt they had been sold down
the river and treated in a condescending
‘manner. It must be said that a vote of
NSW members had been taken in Febru-
ary'32 which was 79 to sixin favour of the
council recommendations, but subse-
quent events showed that the amateurs
had been apathetic, didn’t bother to vote
and hadn't understood the implications
of the vote anyway. The other states had

xeceivo their regulas monthly sopy of
Radio Mon
med) O F Mingay
‘Managing Editor
Television & Radio Review 9/2/32
d what must Leo Feenaghty have
thought of all this? After nurturing QTC
for four years, graciously giving it up for
the good of the amateur raternity, then
seem%;he whole lot sink within t}
. 33, Mingay started
ingay started a new
mgazm:aﬁﬁed (would you believe The
ustralia, the contents
and style of which set the pattern for the
cedings of the IRE. Ming
ublish a number of of
wireless and electrical related journals.
Radio Monthly, the magazine that had
suddenly become the WIA official jour-
nal, began in Sydney in December 1931,
with AW Watt 2WW (of Wlmless Wezkly

fame) as its managmf tor, and Don
Knock as the technical editor, "At a price
of 1- i ‘Pages of technical

decided not to participate. (That was
probably very wise!)
The aggrieved amateurs who were no
longer acceptable to the “professional”
fthe

articles for domestlc wlreless builders
and amateur builders, and included col-
umns for the Association of Radio Ama-
teurs of NSW and the WIA. It was a

IRE, following its
quickly formed the Assoeiation of Radio
W),

, with glossy pa-
per, of about Ad page
T was mitially pablished by Federal

of the WIA magazine sums up the tone of
the WIA committee:

“At the moment, the majority of
the members throughout Australia are
experimenters and amateur transmit-
ters. In fact, the latter are possibly the
greater in number . .. it may be claimed
that they indulge generally in transmit-
ting activities and do very little in scien-
tifc dovelopment of the art o carry out
organised work in accordance witl
conditions of their licence .. . Therofore,
‘why should the Institute be: in themaina
transmitters’ body instead of an Insti-
tute including all those men profession-

links with the surviving WIA Divisions
inother states and eventually, in 1937, it
was able to retrieve the registered name
of WIA, NSW Division. Further informa-
tion of these events from a different view-
point is presented in Amateur Radio
January ’85, pp 6-9. F Goyen VK2UX
became the first president of the ARA, in
1932, with Ray Carter VK2HC and C
Bins VK2BJ as vice-presidents. Inciden-
tally, the prohibition of amateur con-

ydney, which later
changed its name to Federal Journals,
The magazine was the typical mixture of
technical articles for builders and listen-
s, with amateur colurmns provided by
various correspondent

Asoutlined above,. fmm February 1932
Radio Monthly became the official organ
of the Wireless Institute of Australia,
following the demise of Television and
Radio Review. In mid-1932, Don Knock
resigned as Technical Editor to join a

lobbying by and

rival magazine, Radio News

vested interests.
Relations between the WIA in other
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and Mr A Al d radio
engineer, became the Technical Editorin
September 1932. (10 be continued)

The History of the WIA
Journal Part 3
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(continued from March issue)

the committee chose torebuffKnock and,
at the fthe ARA, a muuon

ADIO MONTHLY

run into trouble in September 32

as from that time less glossy paper
r T :

e 32 issue
did not appear and instead Vol 1 No 12
combined the November and December
issues and signalled a new cover design,

and a reduction to 56 pages. The new
publisher was Briton Publications who
continued to December "33 when Ama-
teur Radio and Broadeast Monthly be-
came the publisher. The price was then
reduced to 6d, and it included more
amateur information, but it lasted only
until May 1934. The WIA had been unre-

T i AR b sl s onsare e

any official journal be selected by a 2/3

majority of all members by ballot. At the
n Knock (the vi

dent) and R H W Power (the secretary)

resigned from the ARA!

The Australian Radio News ceased
publication with the 15 June 1934 issue
and was thereafter incorporated in The
Bulletin.

Stability at Last
After the partnership with Radio
Monthly ceased a small band of vmo-

g r
and eventually ceased to be associated
with it from around July 1933.

Although it was not associated with
the WIA, there is an interesting sidelight
concerning the magazine Australian
Radio News. This magazine of around 50
pagesand costing 2d was published every
Friday by The Bulletin newspaper, in
Sydney. The first issue was in May 1932.
Tt was common for magazines of the era
to be the official organ of various groups
and Australian Radio News was thejour-
nal of The Australian Radio Arnsts Asso-
ciation, The Australian Flying Corps

ociation and the Zero Beat Radio Club.

The main content of the magazine was
radio programs for the week and news of
broadcast personalities, Don Knock
VK2NO, who had recently left Radio
Monthly, became the technical editor and
conducted technical and gossip columns
for amateurs.

At this point it is opportune to remind
you thatin February 1932 the WIANSW
Division ceased to exist, having been re-
named the Institute of Radio Engineers.
This did not please those who were hob-
byist amateurs, who promptly formed
the Association of Radio Amateurs (NSW)
and news of their activities was included
in the journal Radio Monthly. In late
May '3, Don Knock, who also happened
to be the Vice-President of the ARA,
proposed to the committee of the ARA
(NSW) that his magazine, Australian
Radio News, should become the official
organ of the ARA and would provide two
pages per week free for amateur news,
with a guaranteed circulation of 20,000,
riih & g 10f20,0

publlcauun and, so, in October 1933 the

at a price of 6d and comprising 20 small
pages of news items from the Victorian
Division and its affiliated clubs, plus one
technical article. The front cover pro-
claimed that it was “published in the
interests of amateur radio by the Wire-
less Institute of Australia (Vic Div) offi-
cial organ of the Royal Australian Air
Force Wireless Reserve”. The second is-
sue contained news from the other states
and with a spirit of co-operation not seen
before, Amateur Radio (or AR) was on its
way

magazine it is today.

During

T the financial and man-
power resources of the WIA (Vic) were
sadly depleted and so Amateur Radio
was produced as a typed and duplicated
newsletter of 10-16 pages. The February
1941 issue was missed,but then the
wartime version was issued from March
’41 right through to September 45. The
October 1945 issue reverted to a commer-
cially printed magazine format. See
Amateur Radio for October 1958 for more
details of the history of AR.

There are many tales of political
‘manoeuvring, ego trips, vested interests
and even some skulduggery in the his-
tory of the WIA publications prior to our
current magazine, but we now have in
Amateur Radio a magazine that com-
pares very favourably with any other like
publication and has the support and sta-
bility to go on for the next 70 years.

T have carefully checked the facts for

e an
acceptance from the ARA, but instead

this article, add further
information please let me know so that

we can maintain an accurate record of
our history. Write to Colin MacKinnon
VK2DYM, 52 Mills Rd, Glenhaven, 2156.
Chronology of WIA Milestones
Event
Last pre-WWI meeting
of Wireless Institute of
NSW

Date
1/8/1914
7/1/1919 First post-war meeting
of Wireless Institute of
14/3/1919 First post-war general
meeting of Wireless
Institute of NSW

First post-war meeting
of Wireless Institute of
Queensland

First post-war meeting
of Wireless Institute of
Victoria

First post-war meeting
of Wireless Institute of
South Australia

First post-war meeting
of Wireless Society of
New Zealand

First post-war meeting
of Wireless Institute of
Western Australia
Sea, Land and Air be-
comes official journal of
WIA. Later changes
name to Radio in Aus-
tralia and New Zea-

19/3/1919
1/4/1919
11/9/1919
28/10/1919
3111919

December 1919

land.
Radio in Australia and
New Zealand no longer
the WIA journal.
Radio Experimenter
becomes the unofficial
journal of WIA. Later
changes name to Radio
Experimenter and
Broadcaster.
RadioExperimenter
and Broadcaster no
longer the (unofficial)
WIA journal.
Experimental Radio
Broadcast News _the
journal of the WIA
Federal Convention,
Victorian Division.
Later changes name to
Radio Broadeast
Radio Broadcast be-
comesofficial journal of
Continued on page 22

October 1923

December 1923

July 1924

August 1924

August 1925
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June 1927 Radw Broadcast fades
into obscurity.
July 1927 First tssue of QTC as

journal of Queensland
Radio Transmitters
League.
Radio Journal of
Australia commences
asjournal of WIA NSW
Division
First issue of CQ as
journal of New South
Wales Radio Transmit-
ters League.
Radio dJournal

November 1927

December 1927

March 1928 of

Australia ceases pro-
duction.
QTCbecomesjournalof
the Australian Radio
Transmitters League.
QTCbecomesjournal of
the WIA QId Division.
QTCbecomesjournalof
the WIA.
September 1929 CQ becomes journal of
e WIANSW Division.
co ceases publication.
Radio Review com-
mences. Later changes
name to TV and Radio
Review.

August 1928
May 1929

July 1929

December 1929
April 1931
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December 1931 First issue of 7V and
adio Review as offi-

February 1932
into the Institute of
Radio Engineers,

February 1932 TV and Radio Review
nolonger the WIA jour-
nal.

February 1932 Radio Monthlybecomes
the WIA journal.

July 1933 Radio Monthly no
longer the WIA journal.

October 1933  First issue of Amateur
Radio.

ar



