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AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CONTROL BOARD. 

FIRST ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Honorable the Postmaster-General: 
In conformity with the provisions of section 6P of 

the Australian Broadcasting Act 1942-1948, the Aus
tralian Broadcasting Control Board has the honour to 
submit its First Annual Report on its operations, 
together with financial accounts in the form approved 
by the Treasurer, and the report of the Auditor-General 
on those accounts. 

2. The Australian Broadcasting Control Board >yas 
constituted by section 6A ·of the A 11,Stralian Broadc·asting 
Act 1D42-1948. This section was inserted in the 
Principal Act by section 6 of the Australian Broad
casting Act 1948, which was proclaimed to commence 
on 15th March, 1949. On that date also the Board was 
established. 

3. Consequently, this report deals only with the period 
from the date of the establishment of the Board until 
the 30th June, 1949, a period of three and a half 
months, during which the Board was obliged, of neces
sity, to devote a considerable amount of tii;ne to prob~ems 
associated with the commencement of its operat10ns, 
including the determination of its organization, the 
selection of staff, and the acquisition of office accom
modation. 

4. As the Board had at its disposal during that period 
only a skeleton staff and very limited office accommoda
tion, made available by the Director-General, Posts and 
Telegraphs, its activities in relation to the functions 
entrusted to it by Parliament were restricted mainly to 
a preliminary review of various matters which ap:peared 
to require early attention. It will be observed, however, 
from Part III. of the report, that the Board dealt with 
certain technical questions of considerable importance, 
including the determination ·of transmission standards 
for television in Australia. 

5. This report is arranged as follows:
Part I.-Introductory. 
Part II.-Constitution, Functions and Staff of the 

Board. 
Part III.-Technical Services. 
Part IV.-Programme Services. 
Part V.-General. 

PART I.-INTRODUCTORY. 
6. The establishment of the Board was an important 

event in the history of broadcasting administration in 
the Commonwealth and it may therefore be appropriate 
in this report to recapitulate brie<fly the various stages 
of the development of the Australian broadcasting 
system. · 

COMMENCEMENT OF B1WADCASTING IN AUSTRALIA. 
7. Broadcasting was commenced in Australia in 

accordance with regulations made, under the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act 1905-1919, in July, 1923. The regu
lations provided for the grant of licences by the Post
master-General for the establishment of stations, main
tained by the subscriptions of listeners using receivers 
capable of o'Perating only on the frequency allocated to 
the station to 1.vhich the subscription was paid. The 
receiving apparatus was sealed by inspectors of the 
Postmaster-General's Department so that no alteration 
could be made to permit of reception from other 
stations. The subscription fees fixed by the operating 
companies varied from 10s. to £4 4s. per annum. 
Listeners were also required to pay a Government 
licence-fee of lOs. per annum. This .s.cheme was 
abandoned after twelve months' trial, during which only 
four broadcasting stations commenced operations and 
only 1,200 listeners were licensed. 

CLASS "A" AND CLASS "B" STATIONS. 

8. New regulations were made under the Wireless 
Telegraphy Act 1905-1919 in July, 1924, .and, in con
trast to the restrictive nature of the original system, 
they encouraged the introduction of alternative pro
grammes by permitting the establishment, under licence 
from the P.ostmaster-Gern~ral, of two classes of broad
casting stations. Listeners were required to obtain a 
licence, which entitled them to receive the programmes 
of any station. 

9. The Class "A" stations, which were licensed for 
a period of five years, received the main portion of their 
revenue from listeners' licence-fees collected by the 
Postmaster-General's Department, the sum so collected 
being apportioned among the stations established in the 
respective States in which the revenue was collected. 
The broadcasting of advertisements by these stations, 
subject to certain conditions, was permitted for limited 
periods daily. 

10. Ola-ss "B" stations did not receive any revenue 
from listeners' licence-fees, but were maintained by 
revenue received from the broadcasting of advertise
ments. 

11. The public freely availed themselves of the new 
service. In the fir.st year 63,87 4 listeners were licensed, 
and by 1929, when the five-year licence period of the 
Class "A" stations crnlrcl, the total had grown to 
301,199, and twenty broadcasting stations-eight class 
"A" and twehe Closs "D "- were in operation. 

12. N otwithstandi11g this apparently satisfactory 
progress, it soon bee a·n1 r e1·ident that there were s·ome 
inherent weaknesses in the system. The operations of 
licensees of statiom in the less populous States were 
restricted by reason of the limited income which they 
received from the licence-fees collected in those States, 
and there was .a natural inclination on the part of the 
broadcasters in all States to confine their activities to 
the capital cities. Consequently, the quality of pro
grammes in the different States varied and country 
areas and the Territories received very little reliable 
service. 

ROYAL COMMISSION ON WIRELESS, 1927. 
13. In January, 1927, a Royal Commission was 

appointed to inquire into and report upon-
" (a) wireles.s b.roadcasting within the Common

wealth in all its aspects, making recommen
dations as to any alterations deemed desir
able in the policy and practices at ·present 
in force; and 

(b) the development and utilization of wireless 
services for public requirements within the 
Commonwealth." 

14. The Royal Commission, in its recommendations, 
so far as they related to broadcasting, did not suggest 
any substantial change. in administration, which it 
thought should remain in the hands of the Postmaster:.. 
General's Department. The Commissio·n made a 
number of detailed recommendations relating to such 
matters as the amount a11d distribution of revenue from 
listeners' licence-fees, the extent to which advertise
ments might be broadcast, the location, power, fre
quency, and operating conditions of broadcasting 
stations, licensing of stations, and other matters. It 
may be noted that the Commission did not favour the 
establishment, at that stage, of a National Broadcasting 
Corporation. . 



u NIFIED CONTROL OF CLASS " A " SERVICE. 
15. After a series of negotiations with the licensees 

of the Class "A" stations, in which the recommenda
tions of the Royal Commission were discu.,o.sed, the 
Government on the 24th July, 1928, decided to take 
over the Ol~ss " A " stations and to establish a system 
under which the technical equipment of those stations 
would be owned and operated by the P.ost Office and 
the provision of programmes left to experienced entre
preneurs under contract. 

16. Accordingly, arrangements were made for the 
Postmaster-General's Department to take over the Class 
" A " stations as their licences expired between July, 
1929, and January, 1930, and a contract ~or _the 
provision of programmes was let to a new -0rgamz.at10n, 
the Australian Broadcasting Company, for a period of 
three years ending on the 30th June, 1932. 
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17. The period between 193·0 and 1932, during which 
the Australian Broadcasting Company was responsib'le 
for the provision of programmes on the Class " A " 
sta tions was characterized by considerable improve
ments in bnoadcasting, and in particular b.y th~ develop
ment of an efficient programme orgamzat10n on a 
Commonwealth-wide basis, capable of producing pro
grammes of high quality. _Interstate relays of out
standing programmes were mtroduced and, although 
the development r0f the broadcasting services on the 
technical side was, unfortunately, retarded by the effects 
of the financial depression, four regional stations were 
established in country districts. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE. 
18. ,Shortly before the expiration of the contract with 

the Australian Broadcasting Company, the Government 
decided to establish a N ationa1 Broadcasting Service 
and the Anstralian Broadcasting Commission Act 1932 
was passed by Parliament in May, 1~32, providing ~or 
the establishment of the Australian Broadcastmg 
Oommission. 

19. Tlie Commission was required by the Act to take 
over the existing studios of the Australian Broadcasting 
Company and, commencing on 1st Jull, 1932,_ to 
"broadcast from the National Broadcastmg Stat10ns 
adequate and comprehensive programm~s " and to 
" take in the interests ·of the commumty all such 
measures ·as in the opinion of the Commission are 
<'.onducive to the full development of suitable broad
casting programmes". The Commission's activities 
were to be financed by a proportion of the receipts from 
listeners' licence-fees. 

20. The technical services of the National Broad
casting Service (prev_io_u~ly the Class "A" statioi:;s) 
remained the respons1 bihty ·of the Post Office, which 
was also required to provide the programme trans
mission lines for the relaying of programmes between 
the States and between the studios in the capital cities 
and the regional stations. 

PROGRESS OF CLASS " B " STATIONS. 
21. Coincident with the development of the National 

Broadcasting Service, substantial prr0gress was made 
with the expansion of the service prov~ded by Class 
"B" stations (now kmown as Commercial Broadc~st
ing Stations), whose activities were n?t affecte~ by the 

. A.ct of 1932. Licences for these stat10ns contmued to 
be issued by the P1ostmaster-General in accordance with 
conditions prescribed in the Regulations, made under 
the Wireless Telegraphy Act 1905-1919. By 1932, the 
number of Glass "B" stations bad increased to 43, and 
many of them were prr0viding a satisfactory service in 
country districts of the Commonwealth as well as the 
capital cities. 

EXPANSION OF NATIONAL AND COMMERCIAL .SERVICES. 
22. Both National and Commercial services con

tinued to expand, especially in country districts and by 

30th June 1941 there were 27 National and 96 Com· 
mercial stations' in operation, providing service for 
1,293,266 licensed listeners. 

JOINT p ARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE ON BROADCASTING. 
23. On the 3rd July, 1941, Parliament' appointe~ a 

Joint Committee to inquire into and repor~ up~n wire
less broadcasting within and from Australia with par· 
ticular reference to the following questions:-

" (a) S:Uould any and what changes be made in the 
existing laws and practices relating to the 
control of broadcasting? 

( b) Are the services now provided by the Aus· 
tralian Broadcasting Commission and Corn· 
mercial Broadcasting Stations ·adequate 
and, if not, in what respects should they be 
improved? 

( c) .Should any and, if so, what impr?vements be 
made in the wireless broadcastmg of news 
within and from the Commonwealth? " 

24. The Committee which is usually known as "The 
Gibson Committee " from its Chairman, Senator t.he 
Honorable W. G. Gibson, presented a report to Parha· 
ment on 25th March, · 1942. The Committee's report 
contains a comprehensive account of the development 
and problems of the Aus~ralian broadcas_ting system. 
While many recommendat10ns were made m respect of 
questions of administration and progra1:1'1mes,_ th~ ~or;i· 
mittee did not advocate any change m prmciple lll 

either the National Broadcasting Service or the Com 
mercial Broadcasting Service. The establishment o~ a 

Parliamentary Standing Committee on Bl'O'adcastrng 
was proposed. 

AusTRALIAN BROADCASTING AcT 1942. 
25. The Committee reviewed the existing legislat~oi 

and recommended that the Austral,ian Broad..castinj 
Commission Act 1932 should be repealed and replacel 
by a new act governing the operations of both ~ ationa 
and Commercial services. The recommendat10n wa 
adopted by the Government and the A"!stralia"!' Broad 
casting Act 1942 was passed by Parliament m June 
1942 'and became law on 1st July, 1942. 

26, The new Act incorporated many ·of the previous!/ 
existing pmvisions relating to the Australian Bro~d 
casting Commission and the :1i.cens~ng of . commercia 
broadcasting stations. In addit10n, it p~ovided for. th 
appointment of a Parliamentary Standmg Oommi.tte 
on Broadcasting whose functions would be t<:i conside 
and report to Parliament on any _matter .affectmg broaa 
casting which was referred to it by either Houses~ 
Parliament or by the ~ini~ter. No substant~al _chang 
was made in the constitut10n of the Oommiss10n b1 
the provisions relating t? the Commercia~ Bro_adcastin 
Service which had prev10usly been contamed m reguli 
tions u~der the Wireless Telegraphy Act, were for ti 
first time set out in an Act of the Parliament. 

27. The Act was amended in 19·46 to provide fort! 
e.stablishment 1of an independent news service by tl 
Australian Broadcasting Commission, ai:;d . for con~ 
tions relating to the staff of the Commiss10n and 1 

several other respects. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF AUSTRALIAN BROADCAS'l'ING 
CONTROL BOARD . 

28. On 28th September, 1948, the Prime Minisu 
announced that the Government had decided to intr 
duce legislation to provide for the. establish~~nt of 
special board to control broadcastmg, televis10n a1 
other like services in the Commonwealth. 

29. After reviewing the remarkable pr1ogress whit 
had been made since the introduction of broadcastil 
in the Commonwealth, and referring to the gre 
developments which had bee:i made. in o~erseas cou 
tries in broadcasting techniques, mcludmg the f1 
quency modulation system and television, the Prir 



Minister advanced the following reasons for the 
Government's decision:-

(a) It was essential that machinery should be 
available to ensure that the broadcast
ing services in Australia, both National 
and Oommercial, should be established, 
developed and operated along sound lines 
1md with proper regard to the publi.~ 
interest. 

(b) All countries recognized the principle of the 
public domain of the airwaves and as there 
was only a 'limited number of frequency 
channels available under the International 
Radio Regulations, it was imperative that 
they should be used to the best advantage 
in the interests of the general community. 

( c) The action contemplated by the Government 
conformed in principle with that already 
taken in Great Britain, Canada, New 
Zealand, South Africa and the United 
.States where special authorities had been 
established to control broadcasting. 

( d) .A part from other important considerations, 
the stage had been reached that unless a 
similar course were foilowed in Australia 
it would be necessary to expand the organi
zation of the Post Office to meet require
ments. 

( e) Although control by the Post Office had 
operated satisfactorily in the past, the 
remarkable developments in broadcasting 
in recent times and the possibilities in 
the future meant that it could not continue 
to be controlled effectively on a part-time 
basis. 

30. In Part II. of this Report an account is given 
of the legislation passed in 1948 insofar as it relates to 
the powers and functions of the Board under the Act. 

DEVELOPMENT OF BROADCASTIN G IN AusTRALIA

STATISTICs. 

31. The following table shows the progressive 
development in the number of broadcasting; stations 
and licensed listeners since the inception 1of bro·aclcast
ing in 1923 :-

Year. 

30th June, 1924 

1925 
1926 
1927 
1928 
1929 

1930 
1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 
1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1944 
1945 
19·16 
1947 
1948 
1919 

Number of broadcasting 
stations in operation. 

Rt>alecl Sets 
4 

Clns-," .:\. ' ' Cln.s~ "R '' 
7 6 
8 fl 
8 12 
8 12 
8 12 

Na.tionn.l Cnn1m erri ~~ l 
8 13 
9 27 

12 4:~ 
12 48 
12 53 
12 57 
14 73 
'20 80 
24 94 
24 98 
26 lOO 
27 95 
27 97 
27 !.16 
28 98 
29 100 
29 100 
32 101 
33 102 
:'17 10'.l 

Number of 
licensed 
listeners. 

1,206 

63,874-
128,060 
225,249 
270,507 
::!Ol ,l9fl 

:ll2,192 
:-l:'ll,96fl 
3ilfl,945 
469,477 
599,159 
721.852 
825;136 
940,068 

l ,057,911 
1,131,8(11 
1,212,581 
I,29::J,2n6 
l,~20,073 
1,370,000 
1.39-1-,880 
l,4 lli,229 
l,4'.lfi,789 
l ,'178.276 
1,703,970 
l,76~ , 675 
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In addition to the above National Stations there were, 
as at 30th June, 1949, eight short-wave transmitters 
providing service to listeners in remote areas. 

BROADCAST LISTENERS' LICENCE-FEES. 

32. As mentioned above, listeners are required to pay 
nn ·annual licence-fee which has varied from 35s. in 
1924 to 20s. at the present time for listeners in Zone 1, 
that is within approximately 250 miles of a National 
Station. 

33. During the period when the Class "A" stations 
were in operation, the listener's licence-fee was paid 
to the licensees after a small proportion was deducted 
to cover the Post Office ·costs of administration and 
issuing licences to the public. 

34. From 1929 to 1932, the Austra1ian Broadcasting 
Company received J 2s. per listener's licence, the 
balance being paid to Consolidated Revenue to meet the 
costs of technical services provided by the Post Office . 

35. The Australian Broadcasting Commission Act 
1932 provided that the Commission should receive 12s. 
per listener's licence, but its proportion was reduced 
to lls. by an amendment of the Act in 1940. 

36. In the early stages of the National Broadcasting 
Service. the amount received from listeners' licence-fees 
was sufficient to cover the cost of both programme and 
technical services, but with the extension of the service 
in country districts and rising costs, expenditure by 
the Commission and the Post Office in recent years has 
exceeded income from listenem' licences, the difference 
in 1947-48 being approximately £660,000. 

37. The Australian Broadcasting Act 1948 altered 
the method of financing the National Broadcasting 
Service by providing that the whole of the revenue from 
listeners' licence-fees should be paid to the Consolidated 
Revenue and the cost of the Service should he met by 
funds provided by Parliament by appropriation from 
revenue. This provision came into force on 15th 
March, 1949. 

COMMERCIAL BROADCAST STATIONS' LICENCE-FEES. 

38. Commercial broadcasting stations are required, 
by the Commercial Broadcasting Stations Licence Fees 
A.d 1942, to pay by ·way o.f annual licence-fee an 
amount of £25 per annum ·plus one-half of one per cent. 
of the gross earnings where a station has made a profit 
in the previous financial year. Previously the licence
fee for commercial broadcasting stations was a flat rate 
annual fee of £25. The total amo·unt of licence-fees 
paid during 1948-49 was £12, 792. 

39. The following particulars obta1ned from state
ments submitted to the Postmaster-General's Depart
ment by the licensees of commercial broadcasting 
stations since 1942 show the financial results of the 
operations of those stations during the past seven 
years:-

Number 
of Stations Stations 

Year. stations making showing ·rota! Total Total 
in a a Joss. re.venue. expenditure. profit. 

opera- profit. 
tion. 

- - ------ --·--------- --

£ £ £ 
1!141-1-2 97 53 44 1,330,000 l,248,188 81,812 
Hl42-.J.3 96 66 30 l,20s,::.01 1,157,294 141 ,003 
194:{- 44 98 87 ll 1,871,851 1,491,967 il79,884 
Hl41-45 100 89 ll 2,181,686 1,758,905 .J.25,781 
194.5-46 100 86 14 2,27fl,7J9 l ,8fil,01-2 428,677 
1946- 47 l(l] 85 16 2,388,587 2,013,::!63 375,224 
1947-4 8 102 86 16 :l,774,::!71 2,278,319 41)6,05:? 



PART IL-CONSTITUTION, FUNCTIONS AND 
STAFF OF THE BOARD. 

LEGISLATION. 
40. Legislation was introduced into the Common

wealth Parliament in October, 1948, for the amendment 
of the Australian Broadcasting Act 1942-1946 to pro
vide for the establishment of the Board, and for certain 
other purposes. After having been passed by both 
tlouses of the Parliament, the Act was astSented to on 
6th December, 1948, and .<>ubsequently proclaimed to 
commence on 15th :March, 1949. 

FUNCTIONS oF THE BoARD. 
41. The principal functions of the Board are set out 

in section 6Ic of the Act as follows:-
(a) to ensure the provision of services by broad

casting stations, television stations and 
facsimile stations, and services of a like 
kind, in accordance with plans from time 
to time prepared by the Board and approved 
by the :Minister ; 

(b) to ensure that the technical equipment and 
operation of such stations are in accordance 
with such standards and practices as the 
Board considers to he appropriate; 

( c) to ensure that adequate and comprehensive 
programmes are provided by such stations 
to serve the best interests ·of the general 
public. 

In addition, the Board may exercise such other func
tions as are prescribed by regulation in relation to 
broadcasting stations, television stations and facsimile 
stations. 

42. In the exercise of its functions in respect of 
programmes, the Board is required-

( a) to consult the Australian Broadcasting Com
mission and representatives of licensees of 
commercial broadcasting stations in relation 
respectively to the programmes of the 
national and commercial broadcasting ser
vices, and 

(b) in particular to-
( i) ensure reasonable variety of pro

grammes; 
(ii) ensure that divine worship or other 

matter of a religious nature is 
broadcast for adequate periods and 
at appropriate times and that no 
matter which is not of a religious 
nature is broadcast by a station 
during any ·period during which 
divine worship or other matter of 
a religious nature is broadcast by 
that station; 

(iii) ensure that facilities .are provided on 
an equitable basis for the broad
casting of political or controversial 
matter; 

(iv) determine the extent to which adver
tisements may be broadcast in the 
programme of any commercial 
broadcasting station; 

( v) fix the hours of service of broad
casting stations, television stations 
and facsimile stations. 

43. The Board is empowered to make recommenda
tions to the :Minister as to the exercise by him of any 
power under Division 1 of Part III. of the Act, which 
prescribes the conditions under which licences are 
granted to commercial broadcasting stations. 
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44. The Board also has power, subject to the 
directions of~e :Minister-

( a) to determine the situation and operating 
power of any broadcasting station, tele
vision station or facsimile station; 

(b) to determine the frequency of each broad
casting station, television ·station or fac
simile station, within bands of frequencies 
notified to the Board by the Postmaster
General as being available for such 
stations; 

( c) after consultation with the Commission, to 
determine the conditions upon which a com
mercial broadcasting station may broadcast 
a programme of the National Broadcasting 
Service; 

(d) to regulate the establishment of networks of 
broadcasting stations and the making of 
agreements or arrangements by licensees of 
commercial broadcasting stations for the 
provision of programmes or the broad
casting of advertis.ements. 

45. Subject to the approval of the :Minister and <:>f 
the Treasurer, the Board may provide :financial and 
other assistance to commercial broadcasting stations for 
the purpose of ensuring that programmes of adequate 
extent, standard and variety are proYided in the areas 
served by these stations. 

46. In addition to prescribing the functions of the 
Board as set out in section 6K of the Act, the amending 
Act of 1948 aho transferred to the Board certain powers 
which had 'previously been exercised by the :Minister 
in connexion with the general control of the broad
casting service, particularly in relation to the ·operations 
and programmes of commercial stations. 

:MEMBERSHIP 0 F THE Bo ARD. 
47. Section 6B of the act provides that the Board 

shall consi,o.t of three members appointed by the 
Governor-General, one of whom shall be chairman. The 
Board was constituted on the 15th :March, 1949, when 
Mr. Lawrence Bede Fanning, I.S.O., was appointed 
chairman for a period of three years and :Messrs. Olive 
Ogilvy and Robert Gumley Osborne, B.A., LL.B., were 
appointed members, each for a period of seven years. 

48. Section 6B of the Act provides that no person 
who-

( a) has any financial interest, whether direct or 
indirect, in any company which is the 
licens.ee of a commercial broadcasting 
station or manufactures or deals in equip
ment for the transmission or reception of 
broadcasting, television or facsimile pro
grammes; 

(b') itS a member of the governing body of any 
company or o.ther association of persons 
which is the licensee of a commercial broad
casting station; or 

( c) is the licensee of a commercial broadcasting 
station, 

shall be appointed as a member of the Board. At the 
first meeting of the Board, a statement was made by 
each member that he had no such interest as is referred 
to in section 6B, and this was subsequently formally 
reported to the :Minister. 

STATE BROADCASTING ADVISORY CoMMITTEEs. 
49. Section 6Q of the Act provides that the :Minister 

shall appoint in each State a· Broadcasting Advisory 
Committee, the functions of which shall be to advise 
the Board with respect to any matter relating to the 
programmes of broadcasting and television stations. 
Provision was also made for the continuation of the 
Broadcasting Advisory CommitteeB. previously 
appointed und er section 87 of the Act to advise the 



Minister. The membership of the State Broadcasting 
.\dvisory Committees as at 30th June 1949 is set out 
' I d' A ' ' rn A pp en ix A. 

STAFF oF THE BoARD--HEAD OFFICE. 

50. The first business of the Board was to consider 
the staff which would he required to enable the Board 
to discharge its responsibilities under the Act. After 
carefully considering this matter, the Board decided 
that its head office organization would be divided into 
three divisions, as follows:-

(a) Technical Services. 
(b) Administration. 
( c) Programme Services. 

51. The division of the Board's organization follows 
in general, the statement of the powers and functions of 
the Board as set out in the Act. 

52. Under section 6J of the Act, officers and other 
persons required by the Board are employed under 
the Commonwealth Public Service Act· 1922-1948. 
Accordii1gly, the Board submitted for the considera
tion of the Commonwealth Public Service Board a 
draft srheme of organization providing for the three 
DiviRions mentioned above under the control respec
tiYely of a Director, Technical Services, a Secretary, 
"ho would be the Chief Executive Officer of the Board, 
rmd a Director of Programme Services. Following 
the approval of the Commonwealth Public Senice 
Board for its organization, the Board widely a<hrrtised 
most .of its senior positions and recri n•d numerous 
applications from well-qualified persc!lls for appoint
ment. to its service. On 9th June, 1949, the Board 
appomted Mr. R. B. Mair, B.E.E. (Melbourne Uni
wrsity), A.M.I.E. (Australia), as Director, Technical 
Services, and Mr. J. O'Kelly as Secretary. The Board 
has since made several additional appointments to its 
staff, but the officers concerned had n'.lt commenced 
dnty before 30th ,June, 1949. 

STNl'E ORGANIZATION. 

53. Following the determination of the staff required 
for the Head Offire of the Board, the Commonwealth 
Public Service Board was consulted concerning the 
organization which would be required in each State 
for the detailed administration of matters coming 
within the Board's functions, and to undertake field 
investigations for the purpose of ensuring that an 
adequate service, both in respect of technical efficiency 
and satisfactory programmes, is available for listeners 
throughout the Commonwealth. 

64 .. \ t the end of the period to which this report 
relaks the question of the establishment and staffing 
of tLc State organization referred to in the preceding 
paragraph was still under consideration by the Board 
and the Public Service Board. 

HEAD-QUARTERS OF THE BvARD. 

55. The Board has, with the Minister's approval 
decided that its permanent head-quarters shou1d b~ 
established in Canberra, but because of its inability to 
obtain suitable accommodation in the Federal Capital 
for its offices and staff, most of whom are at present 
resident in Melbourne, it has felt that no alternatiYe 
exists but to establish its Head Office temporarily in 
Melbourne. 

CoNSULTATIONs WITH AusTRALIAN BRoADc;isTING 

Ool\LMISSION AND RErRESENTATIVES OF CoMMERCIAL 

BROADCASTING STATIONS. 

56. The Board met in Sydney from 4th to 8th April, 
1949, and took the opportunity of conferring with the 
Chairman and General Manager of the Australian 
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Broadcasting Commission and a1so with the Standing 
Committee appointed by the Australian Federation of 
Commercial Broadcasting ,Stations to represent the 
Federation in discussions with the Board. The dis
cussions with the Commission and the representatives 
of the Federation were ·of a general nature and proved 
helpful to all parties. Arrangements were made for 
liaison between the Commission and the Federation and 
the Board, which is grateful to both parties for the 
ready co-operation it has received. 

PART III.-TECHNICAL SERVlCES. 
57. As has already been indicated in the statement 

, of its functions, the Board is required by the Act to 
ensure the provision of services by broadcasting 
Htations, television stations, facsimile stations and 
services of a like kind, in accordance with plans from 
time to time prepared by the Board and. appr.oved by 
the Miniskr. It has also the specific technical func
tion.s set out in paragraphs ·41 and 44 of this report, 
in pn rticular relating to the technica] equipment, 
~it1rn 1 ion, opern ting power and frequency of an broad
cr: "t;ng stations, television or facsimile stations. 

:iS. In the peri,od covered by this report, a pre
l; rninary rm'iew of existing broadcasting facilities wa.' 
l!lade, consideration was given to frequency modulation 
Lroadcasting, the question of the introduction of re
diffusion or wire broadcasting into the Commonwealth 
was dealt with, and the Board made a full report to the 
Government on the introduction of television services, 
including the technical standards to be adopted in 
A\ ustralia. 

REVIEW OF EXISTING BROADC~.\STING FACILITIES. 

G!-l. The broadcasting service at present availab1e to 
listeners in the Commonv\'ealth is provided by stations 
operating in the medium and high frequency bamfa 
allocated for broadcasting purposes under the Radio 
Regnlatioils annexed to the International Telecorn
municatim1s Convention (agreed to at Atlantic City, 
United States of America, in 1947), which entered into 
for<'e on 1st .T anuary, 1949. 

60. In Australia, as in most other countries, the hand 
of frequencies utilized principally for domestic broad
ra.0ting purposes is that commonly known as the 
medium vvave band which, under the International 
Hadio Regulati,ons, is restricted to those frequencies 
between 540 kC/s and 1,600 kO/s. Except in the case 
d Europe, it is the general practice to . ha Ye 10 kC /s 
separation between channels, and this proredure is 
followed in Australia. Thns only 107 channel~ are 
t.ffailable. 

61. Until recently, only the 96 channels between 
550 kC/s and 1,500 kO/s could be used in the develop
ment of the Australian broadcasting system, the reason 
being that only that portion of the spectrum was 
resen·ed under the International Radio Regulations for 
broadcasting purpo.ses prior to 1938. 

62. In that year, the broadrasting band was extended 
to include frequencies between 1,500 kC/s and 1,600 
kO/s and ten more channels became available. Although 
arrangements were made by manufacturers for all 
receivers produced after J 938 to oover these frequencies 
it was realized that some years would elapse befor~ 
sufficient new receivers were in operation to permit of 
the effective nse of the ten additional channels. During 
the >Yar, the manufacture of receivers ceased, and thi~ 
delayed the normal replacement ·of obsolescent equip
ment in. the homes of listeners. Consequently, it was 
not until towards the end of 1948 that broadcasting 
was commenced in Australia within the band 1,500 
kC/s to 1,600 kC/s. 



63. The Radio Regulations annexed to the Interna
ti@al Telecommunications Convention (Atlantic City) 
provided for the further extension of the broadcasting 
band from 550 kC/s to 540 kiC/s, but this additional 
ehannel did not become available until 1st January, 
1949. 

64. It has always been recognized that the provision 
of a completely satisfactory broadcasting service, 
ensuring reliable reception of alternative programmes 
by listeners throughout the Commonwealth, constitutes 
a difficult problem, because of the vast areas which 
have to be covered and the uneven distribution of the 
population to be served. Notwithstanding this 
physical difficulty, however, the task of planning the 
Australian broadcasting services would not have been 
so complex if sufficient frequencies had been available 
to permit the establishment, under favorable operating 
conditions, of sufficient stations to provide adequate 
alternative programmes throughout the populated area. 

65. As, however, only 96 channels were available 
until recentlv and it was obvious that more than 96 
stations were
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needed to provide reasonably satisfactory 
alternative serviceiS throughout the Commonwealth, the 
only course open to the Postmaster"General's Depart
ment which was responsible for the planning of the 
broadcasting services, was the introduction, in certain 
cases, of shared channel working, whereby two or more 
stations were required to operate on the same frequency. 

66. This arrangement, although it permitG a larger 
number of stations to be established, has the inherent 
disadvantage of restricting the operating power which 
may usefully be employed by sharing stations. It also 
necessitates wide geographical separation between such 
statioll!S in order that each may, within the area it is 
intended to serve, be reasonably free of interference 
from any station operating on the same channel. 

67. The actual situation at the date of the estab
lishment of the Board was that the 96 frequency 
channels were allocated as follows:-

Channels. 
On a "clear" basis for use by National station.s 26 
On a "shared" basis for 1rne bv two National 

stations · 3 
On a "shared" basis for use bv one National and 

one commercial station • 
On a "shared" basis for u.se by one National and 

two commercial stations . . 2 
On a " clear " ba,;is for use by commercial sta tion.s 34 
On a "shared" basis for use by two commercial 

stations 21 
On a "shared" ha.sis for use by three commercial 

stations 7 
Reserved for use by projected National stations . . 2 

68. The above allocation of frequencies was made by 
the Postmaster-General's Department over a consider
ab.le period during which the complexities involved in 
planning for the expanBion of the services became more 
and more apparent, as the scope and importance of 
broadcasting facilities were developed and public 
demands for additional stations increased. 

69. It was decided last year that a stage had been 
reached where the additional ten channels between 
1,500 kC/s and 1,600 kO/s could be allocated, and 
already one .of these is being utilized by a low 
power National transmitter at Alice Springs 
(Northern Territory). A low power National station 
at Longreach (Queensland) is also now operating on 
the 540 kC/s channel, which, as mentioned in para
graph 63, is now available for use. 

70. A total of 139 medium frequency broadcasting 
stations ·were in operation on 30th June, 1949. Of 
these, 37 radiate the programrnes of the ·Australian 
Broadcasting Commission, whilst 102 commercial 
broadcaBting stations are operated by licensees in 
accordance with the terms of licences granted by the 
Postmaster-General under the Anstralian Broadcasting 
Act 1942-1948. 
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71. The stations operate with powers varying between 
200 and 10,000 watts. Details of the power and fre
quency of each National station are shown in Appendix 
B and of each commercial station in A.ppendix C. 
The maximum power at present allotted to National 
stations is 10,000 watts and to commercial Btations 
2,000 watts. 

72. There are certain areas in Central and Northern 
Australia, and in the Territories, where the cost of 
providing an adequate broadcasting service by means 
of a medium wave station could not be justified on 
economic grounds. To meet the needs of the !Sparse 
population in these areas, eight high frequency (short 
waye) stations have been established, which radiate 
the programmes of the Australian Broadcasting Com
mission. Particulars of these stations are also contained 
in Appendix B. 

73. N otwith1Standing the progressive development 
which has taken place over the years in both the 
National and commercial services, the Board has good 
reason to believe that a really adequate service is not 
yet available to all listeners throughout the Common
wealth. This view is supported by the public dis
satisfaction which has been expressed, eBpecially in 
many country areas, and the many requests which 
have heen made to the Government for additional 
stations to be established in various districts. 

7 4. The Board il3 therefore undertaking an investi
gation of the grade of service being rendered 
by existing broadcasting stations for the purpose 
of determining the areas which are not being 
adequately served. In the light of the information 
disclosed by its survey of the present position, the 
'Board will examine the various methods which might 
be :idopted to effect improvements, including the use of 
higher power, the operation of stations on the tropical 
and very high frequencies (frequency modulation), 
and the possibilities of re-arranging medium frequency 
allocations to permit a more effective use of channels. 
In view of the desirability for effecting early imp;rove
ment9 in many country districts, the Board regards 
this matter as one of its immediate obligations and, 
as the preparation of its ultimate plans will entail 
considerable technical research, it proposes to prepare 
an interim plan which will improve conditions in those 
country districtiS where the quality of service leaves 
mnch to b.e desired. 

FREQUENCY MODULATION (VERY HIGH FREQUENOY) 

BROADCASTING. 

75. Frequency modulation broadcasting is a method 
of providing programmes for listeners in the very 
high frequency bands not hitherto used for this purpose 
in the Commonwealth. Prior to .the establishment of 
the Board, the Government had decided-

( a) that frequency modulation broadcasting 
should be introduced gradually into the 
National broadcasting service in Australia; 

( b) that in the State capital cities the frequency 
modulation Bystem should be introduced as 
early as practicable, the existing amplitude 
modulation service to be retained also for 
so long as may be necessary; 

( c) that, in country districts, the frequency modu
lation system be utilized where it is tech
nically practicable and advantageous to 
listeners, and that the amplitude modulation 
service also be retained and extended 
where necessary; 

( d) that a fundamental plan b.e prepared by the 
Postal Department for the introduction of 
the frequency modulation system into the 
National broadcasting service, provision 
being made in such plan for channels for 



the National broadcasting service in State 
capital cities and selected country centres 
to enable frequency modulation programmes 
to be radiated and also provide for Bpecial 
services BU·ch as parliamentary debates and 
school broadcasts ; 

( e) that, as a preliminary step in connexion with 
the preparation of the fundamental plan, 
the Postal Department should consult the 
various manufacturing interests concerned 
in the broadcasting ind·ustry with a view 
to en.suring the smooth introduction of the 
frequency modulation service; and 

(f) that tests of frequency modulation broad
casting from the experimental stations set 
up by the Postal Department in Sydney, 
Melbourne and Adelaide be continued, and 
that similar stations be established in the 
other State cap.ital cities as soon as possible 
and that theise transmitters shall regularly 
broadcast National broadcasting service 
programmes. 

76. In the Australian Broadcasting Act 1948 it was 
provided that commercial broadcasting stations should 
not use any form of modulation other than amplitude 
modulation. 

77. Experimental stations have already been erected 
by the Post Office at Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide, 
and work is proceeding in connexion with the installa
tions at the other capital cities. Particulars of the 
stations which are already in operation are included 
in Appendix B. 

78. The use ,of the very high frequency band for 
broadcasting purposes provides means whereby a very 
much greater number of stations can be established 
than is possible in th6 medium wave band and 
in the V.H.F. band frequency modulation possesses 
certain distinct advantages. There are, nevertheless, 
difficulties in making effective use of the system; for 
example, it is necessary to utilize transmitting equip· 
ment differing from that at present in use; radio 
receivers of existing types are not capable of being 
used without adapters; and the 0ost of receiving equip
ment designed to take full advantage of the improved 
reproduction and other properties of frequency modula
tion would be substantially greater than is the case 
11·ith receivers at present in use. 

79. Having regard to these factors, the Board recog. 
nizes that the sudden introduction of frequency modula
tion broadcasting would have undesirable effects on 
the existing system and that care must therefore be 
taken to ensure that, if it. is introduced, it is developed 
on a gradual and orderly basis as a supplementary 
service to the existing system. 
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80. The Board endorses the assurances which have 
been previously given that listeners need have no fears 
that present day models of receivers will be rendered 
{)bsolete during the normal period of their life by any 
plans which may be formulated for the development 
of frequency modulation broadcasting. 

REDIFFUSION. 

81. Rediffusion, -0r wire broadcasting, is a system 
of distributing broadcast programmes to listeners' 
premises by means of wire lines. The system has been 
used in some 0ountries, mainly to overcome technical 
deficiencies existing in the present method of broad
casting, due to t~e inadequate number of wave-lengths 
available and certain local conditions, such as the 
incidence of interference to reception. Because the wire 

lines must be connected from house to house, centres 
of concentrated population where they can be erected 
economically provide the best fie1d for the extensive 
use of redi:ffusion. 

82. Prior to the establishment -0f the Board, several 
applications had been received by the Post Office from 
organizations desirous of establishing wire broadcast
ing services in Australia, and some concern had been 
expressed by radio manufacturers and broadcasters wh.o 
felt that the introduction of such services might have 
a detrimental effect on the existing broadcasting 
industry. 

83. The matter received early consideration by the 
Board. It was apparent that listeners who reside 
in the metro~politan areas and other large centres 
of population, where the system could be used 
to the best advantage, are able to receive satisfactorily 
several alternative programmes. In the circumstances, 
the Board felt that there were grave doubts whether an 
alternative means ·Of distributing broadcast programmes 
would be justified and that there were strong economic 
and practical considerations for not granting the 
applications for licences at this stage. 

84. The Board made a report to the Government 
and, subsequently, legislati-0n was introduced to 
amend the Post and Telegraph Act 1901-1946 to pr-0-
vide that no person may utilize telegraph lines for the 
pmpose of distributing br,oadcast programmes to 
listeners' premises. 

TELEVISION. 

85. One of the matters which received attention by 
the Board soon after it commenced ·operations was the 
question of the introduction of television services into 
the Commonwealth. The Government had previously 
decided that, with the object of enabling further con
sideration to be given to the question with due regard 
to the estimated cost of equipment, tenders should be 
invited for six suitable television transmitters and 
associated studio facilities. Accordingly, the Post
master-General's Department invited tenders on the 
J 1th August, 1948, the closing date beirig the 20th 
January, 1949. Tenders were received from eleven 
manufacturers. 

86. On the 3rd June, 1949, the Board submitted a 
report to the Government recommending that television 
services should be established in the six State capital 
cities as soon as the necessary arrangements could be 
made. In every country where television has been 
introduced, it has so far been restricted to densely 
populated centres, because of the great cost of providing 
the eervice. However, the Board indicated in its report 
that in planning the development of television services 
in the Commonwealth, the possibility of extending them 
to provincial areas should be kept in mind. In the 
meantime, the six .stations in the capital cities would 
provide for approximately 60 per cent. of the popula
tion of the Commonwealth. 

87. The Board's report dealt with some of the 
economic, administrative and social problems which 
would result from a decision to introduce television into 
Australia. As certain of these matters were still being 
considered by the Government at the end of the period 
to which this report relates it is not thought appropriate 
to refer to them here. 

88. The report also dealt with the question 
of certain transmission _ standards, the formu
lation of which is an essential pre-requisite to the 
commencement of the service. In this connexion the 



Board has been able to profit by the experience of the 
American and British authorities and to propose 
<Standards which would take full advantage of all 
modern developments. Of the standards adopted those 
of most general interest relate to the band of fre
quencies in which stations will operate, and the quality 
of the picture which will be transmitted. 

89. In the United States twelve channels are 
employed in the range 54 to 216 megacycles per second 
whilst in Great Britain the I,ondon station operates in 
the band 41.5 to ·48 megacycles per second. The new 
transmitter at Birmingham operates on 58.25 and 61.75 
megacycles per second for sound and vision respectively. 
After careful consideration, it was decided to make 
use of three channels in the frequency band 178 to 200 
megacycles per second for Australian television 
stati,ons. Should developments necessitate such a 
course, additional nearby channels. can be employed. 

10 

90. The quality of the picture transmitted depends 
fundamentally upon the nurn ber of scanning lines 
used and the bandwidth of the channel on which 
transmissions are undertaken. The greater the number 
of lines, the wider must be the channel if the best 
possible definition is to be obtained. In Great Britain 
405 'lines are employed whilst in America 525 are used. 
It has been decided to adopt 625 lines for use in Aus
tralia and this in conjunrtion with the seven megacycles 
per second width of channel, which is greater than that 
nsed in either of the countries mentioned, will permit 
a very much clearer picture to be made available with-
0ut incl'fiasing appreciably the cost of receivers. 

91. The Board also decided to incorporate in the 
standards amplitude modulation of the video carrier 
with negative polarity, frequency modulation of the 
sound carrier, horizontal polarization of the trans
mitted signal, which would also incorporate vestigial 
side band operation, and the transmission of 25 com
plete pictures per second, each picture having an aspect 
ratio of 4 to 3. 

92. FoHowing consideration of the Board's report by 
the Government, the Prime Minister announced, on 
14th June, 1949, that it had been decided to introduce 
a national television service into the Commonwealth 
as soon as possible, initially in the six State capital 
cities. The Government directed the Board in con
sultation with the Post Office, to take such pr~liminarJ 
action as was necessary for making preparations for 
the introduction of the service. 

PART IV.-PROGRAMME SERVICES. 

93. The nature of the Board's functions with respect 
to the programmes of broadcasting, television and 
facsimile stations has been indicated in Part II. of 
this Report. The Board is required, in general, to 
ensure that adequate and comprehensive programmes 
are provided by these stations "to serve the best 
interests of the public " and, in particular to-

( i) ensure reasonable variety of programmes; 

(ii) ensure that divine worship or other matter 
of a religious nature is broadcast for ade
quate periods and ·at appropriate times and 
that no matter which is not of a r eliO'iom' 
nature is broadca13t by a station d~ring 
any period during which divine worship or 
other matter of a religious nature is broad
cast by that station; 

(iii) ensure that facilities are provided on an 
equitable basis for the broadcasting of 
political or controversial matter; 

(iv) determine the extent to which advertisements 
may be broadcast in the programme of any 
commercial broadcasting station; 

( v) :fix the hours of service of broadcasting 
stations, television stations and facsimile 
stations. 
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94. The Board is required by the A.ct to consult the 
Commission and representatives of 'the commercial 
stations in relation to programmes of the National and 
commercial wrvices r espectively. 

95. The r e,3ponsibilities imposed by Parliament on 
the Board in respect of programmes represent a novel 
development in the administration of broadcasting in 
the Commonwealth, since, prior to the commencement 
of the Act of 1948, the only statutory provisions on 
the subject of programmes related to such matters of 
detail as restriction on the 1roadcasting of political 
matter during certain periods, health and medical talks 
and advertisements, the encouragement of "local 
talent", the broadcasting of objectionable matter, &c. 

96. There has been, in Australia as in other countrie-3, 
much discussion of the content and quality of broad
casting programmes. In this field there are great 
differences of opinion on many questions, and there 
are dearly considerable difficulties, not only in deter· 
mining what is involved in the ob.ligation to "serve the 
interests of the public" but in giving effect, by the 
adrninistratiYe proc&3s, to any such determination. 

97. The Board feels that the first step to be 
tabn in the discharge of its obligation to ensure 1 

that adequate ,and comprehensive programmes are fi 
broadcast will be to make a careful survey of the 
programmes already available to the public and to 
obtain full and reliable information concerning the, 
quality of wrvice being provided to listeners. With e 
this end in view, the Board has made arrangements, o 
with the approval of the Public Service Board, for i 
the appointment of a small staff with suitable qualifica· 
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tions to enable them to nnclertake appropriate researcl~ 
into this aspect of the broadcasting services. p 
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DB. The Board recognizes the very effective worlP 
which the Australian Broadcasting Commission an 
the commercial stations lrnve done ~n raising the 
standard of programmes to the level which has alread,1( 
been attained, and it will therefore freely consult th,.i 
Australian Broadcasting Commission and representij 11 
tives of the commercia 1 broadcasting stations, iti 
required by the Act. It intends also to consult an11 1 
other persons or organizations which, in its opiniot 
are in a position to assist the Board to reach decisio1 
in respect of programmes which are likely "to ser i 
the best interests of the public". In particular, it w1 x 
have the benefit of the advice of the State Broa!I" 
casting Advisory Committees. in 

99. Although the functiom of the Board in connexir 
with programmes are stated in the Act in gener. 
terms, the Parliament has directed the Board to und1 
take specific duties in regard to several importa 
matter9. The Board is, for example, required to ensu 
"re~sonab~e v~riety of P.rograi:nmes '', a duty wh.ich,f 
rons1ders implies a consider a t10n of the possibility g 
ro-ordinating, to some extent, the programmes of 
N . l d . 1 . 11 

at10na an commercia services, so as to enable f 
yarying tastes of listeners to be satisfied as far as fl 
i~ practicable. There have been some indications 
the desire of listenem for this question to be examin 
and the Board is confident that with the co-operat' 8 r 

rn 



of the Commission and the Australian Federation of 
Commercial Broadcasting Stations it will be able to 
effect improvements. 

100. The Board is also required by Parliament to 
ensure that divine worship or other matter of a 
religious nature is broadcast for adequate periods and 
Rt appropriate timoo. Shortly after the Board's 
appointment, complete information was obtained from 
the Australian Broadcasting Commission and all com
mercial stations as to the nature and extent of religious 
broadcasts. It was evident that the Commission had 
succeeded in the exceedingly difficult task of providing 
adequate and acceptable religious programmes. While 
many commercial stations have also provided adequate 
broadcasts of divine worship or other religious broad
casts, it appeared to the Board, from the information 
available to it, that it would be desirable to formulate 
some standards for the guidance of commercial stations 
to enable them to give effect to the will of Parliament. 
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101. The provision in the Act that the Board should 
ensure that equitable facilities are made available for 
the broadcasting of political and controversial matter 
expresGes an ideal which every democracy might be 
expected to attain. It should not be overlooked that 
the number of broadcasting stations which may be 
licensed is strictly limited by the International Regula
tions. As a Chairman of the Federal Communications 
Commission of the United States has said, "If printing 
presses were few and their output Beverely limited, a 
democratic society could not allow the small group of 
owners unlimited discretion as to what is and what is 
not printed". The legislatures of Canada and the 
United States have both enacted legislation of a similar 
character and the question of political broadcasting 
bas received consideration by Parliamentary Commit
tees in Great Britain, one of which expressed the 
following view:-

The control of political broadcasting is one of the most 
difficult and impodant prablems which the advent o.f 
"wireless" has created. It is obvious that a medium whereby 
expre.ssions of political opinion can be brought into seven 
or eight million homes needs very careful safeguarding if it 
is not to be abused. It would be possible for those in control 
of broadcasting to maintain a steady stream of propaganda 
on behalf of one political party or of one school of thought. 
They Pould to some extent make or mar the reputations of 
politicians, and by a judicious s election of new,q items and the 
method of their presentation they coulcl influence the whole 
political thought of the country. 

102. It is also appropriate to mention that the 
Gibson Committee and the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Broadcasting have both expressed the 
Yiew that the various political parties should receive 
impartial treatment, and recommended that where 
time for political broadcasts is sold, equitable arrange
ment.s should be secured by regulation. 

103. The Board is glad that in dealing with this 
difficult question it will have the benefit of the 
experience of the other English-speaking democracies 
as a guide in its formulation of practices to be followed 
in Australia. 

PART V.-GENERAL. 

FINANCIAL AccouNTs OF THE BoARD. 

104. In conformity with the provisions of section 6P 
of the Act, a statement of the financia1 accounts of the 
Board for the period from 15th March, 1949, to 30th 
June, 1949, appears in Appendix D of this report. 

LISTENERS' LICENCES. 
105. In Appendix E, particulars are given of the 

1·arious types of br,oadcast listeners' licences which 
were current on 30th June, 1949. At that date, there 

were one or more wireless sets installed in 1, 762,675 
Australian homes, distributed as shown hereunder:-

State. Metropolitan Country 'l'otal. Area. Area. 
- - --

New South Wales .. .. 357,4,08 29il,067 650,475 
\'i0toria .. 302,066 185,730 -i87,W6 
Qneemla.nd . . .. ll 7,889 Ull,513 240,402 
South A,rn•tra l ia. . . . . 117,692 68,108 185,800 
\,Y estern Australia. .. . . 88,625 :j9,3o5 127,990 
Tasn1ania .. .. . . 19,419 41,70:3 61,212 

'rot.a.I .. l.003,09fl 75P,576 l,76'.' ,6'ifi 

106. Section 96 of the Australian Broadcasting Act 
provides that, except as prescribed by the regulations, 
a person shall hold a broadcast listener's licence for 
E:ach appliance in his possession which is capable of 
being used for the reception of broadcast programmes. 
At the present time, the fee for a listener's licence is 
20s. for Zone 1, which is the territory within an 
approximate radius of 250 miles of a N ationa1 Broad
casting Station, and 14s. for Zone 2, which includes 
the remainder ·Of the Commonwealth. The Board is 
required by section 97 of the Act to determine the Zone.:; 
for this purpose. A listener's licence is granted at half 
the ordinary fee for each appliance in excess of one in 
the possession ·Of a person in any one building. 

107. Listeners' licences are granted at half the 
ordinary fee to invalid and ,old-age pensioners, to widow 
pensioners, to " Service " pensioners under the A us
tralian Soldiers' Repatriation Act 1920-1946, who live 
alone, or with another pensioner, or with a person or 
persons with limited means as defined in the Act. 

108. Listeners' licences are granted free of charge to 
blind persons over the age of sixteen years and to 
schools. 
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several experienced officers, pending the appointment 
of its own staff. 

110. The Board is extremely grateful also to the 
Chairman of the E:ub1ic Service Board (Mr. W. E. 
Dunk) and his colleagues for their . 00-operation in 
connexion with the establishment of the Board's 
organization. As we were obliged to take over the 
control of the established broadcasting services, and 
to undertake without interruption many duties pre
viously performed 'uy the Post Office, we were con
fronted with the necessity for securing staff with the 
least possible delay. We 'are consequently most 
appreciative of the prompt and sympathetic con
sideration which the Public Service Board gave to the 
'\ arious pr,oposals which were submitted to it. 

L. B. FANNING, Chairman. 

OLIVE OGILVY ( 
R. G. OSBORNE S Members. 

J. O'KELLY, Secretary. 
22nd December, 1949. 
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APPENDIX A. 
STATE BROADCASTING ADVISORY COMMITTI~E. 

MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEES AS AT 30TH JUNE, 1949. 

New South Waies-
S. J. F. Kellock, Esq. (Chairman). 

*F. Gordon Scott, Esq. 
tJ. Ridley, Esq. 
Mrs. G. E. Usherwood "Wilson: 
Professor E. A. Bland, M.A., LL.B. 
A. S. McAlpine, Esq. 
L. A. North, Esq. 

l' ictoria--
S. W. C. Marks, Esq. (Chairman). 

*C. Charlton, Esq. 
tA. L. Prince, Esq. 
Mrs. H. 0. Marfell. 
M. Chamberlin, Esq. 
H. J. Stewart, Esq., M.A. 
J. V. Stout, Esq. 

Queensland--
J. 0. StewMt, Esq. (Chairman). 

*E. K. Sholl, Esq., M.A., LL.B. 
tC. R. Carson, Esq., A.T.C.L. 
Miss R. A. Bancroft. 
T. M. Crowley, Esq., M.L.A. 
E. P. Griffin, Esq. 
H. J. Harvey, Esq. 

South A1istralia--
H. G. A. San.som, Esq. (Chairman). 

·•c. C. Wicks, Esq. 
tK. A. MacDonald, Esq. 
Mrs. D. B. C. Dolling, O.B.E., M.Sc. 
C. R . Cameron, Esq. 
Rev. H. P. Finnis, M.A., Mus. Bae. 
A. J. Hannan, Esq., C.M.G., K.C., M.A., LL.B. 

Western A ustraUa--
C. G. Friend, Esq. (Chairman) . 

*.J R. E. Chapple, Esq. , 
tE. M. Barker, Esq., F.F.I.A., F.O.LS. 
Miss E . H. Hooton. 
Professor R. G. Cameron, M.A. 
(Two vacancies.) 

'.l'asm·ania-
G. P. Hanify, Esq. (Chairman). 

*E. J. McCann, Esq. 
tA. P. Findlay, Esq., C.B.E. 
Mrs. E. A. Waterworth. 
J. L . Durno, Esq. 
Rev. H. J. Ralph. 
(One vacancy.) 

• Represent<ltive of Au8tralian Broadcasting Commission. 
t IteprPsentativ~ of A nstralian Feel era ti on of Commerciai Broad· 

casting Stations. 

APPENDIX B. 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING STATIONS IN OPERATION ON 
30TH JUN.E~, Hl49. 

Call 
sign. 

:lNR 

2NU 

~'l'R 

:~AR 
3GI 

i!LO 
3WV 

+A'l' 
4QB 
4QG 
4QN 
4QR 
4RK 
±QS 

~QL 

:'\AN 
.i('K 

fiCL 

6GF 

6GN 
6WA 

6WF 
6WN 

'i.N"l' 
7ZL 
7ZR 

5AL 
:'>DR 

NATIONAL BROADUA5'1'l:NG STATIONS, ETC.-continued. 

Fre- Wave-
Stations. quency length 

kC/ s. (m). 

Medium Wave Servicee-continiied. 

New South Wa.les-oontinued. 

Northern Rivers Regional 700 
(Lawrence) 

]\ orthern Tablelands Regional 660 
(Manilla) 

Taree Regional 720 

Victoria. 

Melbourne 620 
Gippsland Regional (Long- 660 

ford) 
Melbourne 770 
Western Regional (Dooen) .. 580 

Queensland. 

Atherton Regional 680 
Wide Bay Regional (l'ialba) !)]0 
Brisbane 790 
North R egional (Clevedon) .. 630 
Brisbane 590 
Rockha rnpton Regional !J40 
Darling Downs Regional (Dal- 760 

by) 
Longreach Regional i\40 

So·uth A-u.stralia. 

I Adolfildo.. . . (Cr.vst~l I 
890 

North Regional 640 
Brook) 

Adelaide 7:10 

Western A ·ustralia .. 

Goklfields Regional (Kalgoor- 720 
lie) 

Gcmldton Regional 820 
South West Regional (Mind- 560 

ing) 
Perth 690 
Perth 800 

'l'a8rnanin. . 

North Begional (Kelso) I 710 
Hobart .. 

I 
600 

Hobart .. 1,160 

Northern 7'erriloi'Jf. 

'I Alice . Sprin~s .Regional 
Darwm Reg10nal .. 

.. I i,.i30 

. . l,1'iOO 

Papua. 

429 

455 

417 

+8+ 
536 

390 
517 

±-11 
330 
380 
-176 
508 
319 
395 

5fi6 

337 
469 

411 

±17 

366 
536 

435 
375 

423 
500 
259 

196 
:JOO 

Aerial 
power 

(watts). 

7,000 

10,000 

200 

10,000 
7,000 

10,000 
10,000 

500 
2,000 

10,000 
7,000 

10,000 
2,000 

J0,000 

200 

2,000 
7,50U 

f\,000 

:!,UUU 

2,00U 
10,000 

5,000 
1,000 

7,UOO 
2,000 

f\00 

fiO 
200 

Call 
sign. Stations. 

Fre
quency 
kC/s. 

"V-tTo.ve· 
length 
(m). 

Aerial 
power 

(watts). 
9PA I Port J\1ornsby l,:l50 I 240 I 500 

--· - --------- ----- ----··l----1~~-

MEDlOM WAVE SERVICES. 

Awtmlian Ga.p·itnl T erritory. 

:lCY Canberra Regional 8.~0 / :i ,;:i I 10,000 

N ew Sou.th Wales . 

:lBL 8ydney 740 :Wfi lU,000 
:WO Riverina Rllgiornil (Corowa) 1)70 4,IS 7,fiOO 
:.!CR Central R egional (Oumnock) 550 fi41) J0,000 
2FC Sydney . . 610 J92 10,000 
2NA Hunter Rfrer Regionai No. 2 820 366 2.000 

(New castle) 
:lNB Broken Hill Regional 750 ·100 1,000 
2NC Hunter R.iver Regional (New- 1,230 244 2,000 

castle) 

VLG 
VLR 
VLQ 
VLW 
VLH 
VLT 
VLX 
VLT 

SHORT WAVE SERVICES. 

Lyndhurst, Victoria 
Lyndhurst, Victoria 
Brisbane, Queensland 
Perth, Western Australia 
Lyndhu rKt, Victoria 
Port Moresby, P apua 
Perth, Western Australia 
Syclney, New Sonth Wales 

The frequencies 
on which t.hese 
stations trans
mit are varied 
a~ required to 
obt,ain ooti· 
mum resnlt.s 

10,0UO 
5,000 

10,000 
2,000 

10,000 
2,000 

10,000 
2,000 

FREQUENCY MonuLATION Si;;u.ncEs (ExPERIMEN.TAr.) . 

Sydney, New South Wales : : 92: 100 mC/ s. 2,000 
Melbourne, Victoria I 91 : 100 mC/s. 2,000 

Adelaide, South Au~tralia !)7 : 300 mC/ s. 250 



APPENDIX 0. 
COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING STATIONS IN OPERATION ON 30TH JUNE, 1940. 

FrJ.i/~~cy 
Wave· Aerial 

Call sign. Location of Station. Licensee. length power 
(m). (watts) . . 

AUSTRALIAN CAPITAL TERRITORY. 
2CA .. I Canberra .. I Canberra Broadcasters Ltd., 138 Phillip-street, Sydney 1,050 I 286 I 2,000 

NEW SOUTH WALES. 
M e.tropolitan. 

2CH Sydney New South Wales Council of Churches Service, 61 Cambridge-street, 1,190 252 1,000 
Stanmore · 

2GB Sydney Broadcasting Station 2GB Pty. Ltd., 136-138 Phillip-street, Sydney 870 345 1,000 
2KY Sydney The Trustees, R. H. Erskine and J. H. Thom, and the Secretary, 1,020 294 1,000 

R. A. King, of the Labour Council of New South Wales, Trades 

2SM Sydney 
Hall, Goulbllrn-street, Sy<lney 

Broadcastin§ Station 2SM Pty. Ltd., 60 Hunter-~treet, Sydney 1,270 236 1,000 
2UE Sydney Radio 2UE ydney Pty. Ltd., 29 Bligh-street, Sydney .. 950 316 1,000 
2UW Sydney Commonwealth Broadcasting Corporation Pty. Ltd., 49 Market- 1,110 270 1,000 

street, Sydney 

Country. 
2AD Armida le New England Broadcasters, 113 Faulkiner-street, Armidale 1,130 265 200 
2AY Albury . Amalgamated Wireless (A/asia) Ltd., 47 York-street, S)dney 1,480 203 200 
2BE Bega .. J. A. Kerr, Carp-street, Bega . . . . . . . . . l,490 201 500 
2BH Broken Hill Radio Silver City Pty. Ltd., cnr. Blende and Sulphide atre.-ts, Broken 650 J.62 200 

Hill 
2BS Bathurst Bathurst Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 43 Keppel-street, Bathurst 1,500 200 200 
2CK Cessnock Coalfields Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Vincent-street, Ccssnock 1,460 205 300 
2DU Dubbo Western Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 129 Macquarie-street, Dubbo 810* 370* 200 
2GF Grafton Grafton Broa<lcasting Co., Pty. Ltd., 47 York-street·, Sydney 1,210 24-S 200 
2GN Goulburn Goulburn Broadcasting Co., Pty. L-.,d., 47 York-street, Sydney .. 1,380 217 200 
2GZ Orange Country Broadcasting Services Ltd., Hosking House, Hosking-place, 990 303 2,000 

84! Pitt-street, Sydney 
2HD Newcastle Airsales Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Maitland-road, Sandgate, New- 1,140 263 500 

castle 
2HR Lochinvar Hunter River Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., High-street, West Maitland 680 J.41 300 
2KA Katoomba 2KA Ltd., 77 King-street, Sydney . . . . . . . . 780 385 !,000 
2KM Kempsey Radio Kempsey Ltd., 10 Martin-place, Sydney . . . . 980 306 300 
2KO Newcastle Newcastle Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., C.M.L. Building, 72 Hunter- 1,410 213 500 

street, Newcastle 
2LF Young Young Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., A.M.P. Buildings, Young 1,340 224 300 
2LM Lismore Richmond River Broadcasters Pty. Ltd. , Northern Star Building, 000 333 500 

Molesworth-street, Lismore 
21'1' Lithgow Lithgow Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Grea.t Western Highway, Bowen-

fels 
J,080 278 JOO 

2MG Mud gee Mudgee Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Wellington-road, Mudgee 1,450 207 100 
2MO Gunnedah 2MO Gunnedah Ltd., 59 Marquis-street, Gunnedah 1,370 219 100 
2MW Murwillumbah Tweed Radio and Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 12 Church-lane, 1,470 204 500 

Murwillumbah 
2NZ Inverell Northern Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Hosking House, Hosking-place, l,J 70 256 2,000 

84! Pitt-street, Sydney 
2PK Parkes Parkes Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 20 Close-street, Parkes 1,400 214 200 
2QN Deniliquin Regent Broadcasting Co., Regent Theatre, McCallum-street, Swan l,440 208 200 

Hill, Victoria 
2RG Griffith Irrigat.ion Area Newspapers Pty. Ltd., IDong-street, Griffith 1,070 280 200 
2TM Tamworth Tamworth Radio Development Co. Ltd., Peel-street, Tamworth 1,300 231 2,000 
2WG Wagga Riverina Broadcasting Co., 16 Fitzmaurice-street, Wagga 1,150 261 2,000 
2WL Wollongong Wollongong Broadcasting Pty. Ltd., Edward-street, Wollongong 1,430 210 500 
2XL Coo ma Cooma Broa<lcasters Pty. Ltd., Cromwell-street, Cooma 920 326 500 

VICTORIA. 
Metropolitan. 

3AK Melbourne Melbourne Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 480 Bourke-street, Melbourne, 1,500 200 200 
C.l 

3AW Melbourne 3A W Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 382 Latrobe-street, Melbourne, 1,280 234 600 
C.l 

3DB Melbourne Herald & Weekly Times Ltd., 44-74 Flinders-street, Melbourne, C.l 1,030 291 600 
3KZ Melbourne Industrial Printing & Publicity Co. Ltd., 24-30 Victoria-street, 1,180 254 600 

Carlton, N.3 
3UZ Melbourne Nilsen's Broadcasting Ser'Tice Pty. Ltd., 45-47 Bourke-street, 030 323 600 

Melbourne, C. 1 
3XY Melbourne Station 3XY Pty. Ltd., Charter House, 4 Bank-place, Melboume, C. l 1,420 211 600 

Country. 
3BA Ballarat Ballarat Broadcasters Pty. Lt<l., 56 Lydiard-st reet, Ballarat 1,320 227 500 
3BO Bendigo Amalgamated \Vireless (A/asia ) Ltd., 47 York-street, Sydney 960 313 500 
3CS Colac .. Colac Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 241 Murray-street, Colao 1,130 265 200 
3CV Maryborough Central Victoria Broa<lcasters Pty. Ltd., Broadcasting Hollse, View 

Point, Bendigo 
1,470 204 500 

3GL Geelong Geelong Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Little l\falop-street, Geelong l,350 222 500 
3HA Hamilton w·estern Province Radio Pty. Ltd., 239 Collins-street, Melbourne .. l,000 300 1,000 
3LK Lubeck H erald and Weekly Times Ltd .• 44-74 Flinders-street, Melbourne 1,090 275 2,000 
3MA Mildura Sunraysia Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 22 Deakin-avenue, Mildura .. 1,360 221 200 
3SH Swan Hill Swan Hill Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Campbell-street, Swan Hill 1,330 226 200 
3Sl~ Shepparton The Argus Broadcasting Services Pty. Ltd., 365 Elizabeth-street, 1,260 238 2,000 

Melbourne 
3TR 8ale Broadca.~t Entertainments Pty. Ltd., "The Age", Chambers, 239 1,240 242 1,000 

Collins-street, Melbourne 
3UL Warragul The Argus Broa<lcasting Services Pty. Ltd., 

Melbourne 
365 Elizabeth-street, 880 341 200 

3YB W arrnam boo! The Argus Broadcasting Services Pty. Ltd ., 365 Elizabeth-street, 1,210 248 200 
Melbourne 

• Temporary allocation. 



--- -

CaJI sign. 

4BC 

4BH 

4BK 
4KQ 

4AK 
4AY 
4B1J 
4CA 
4GR 

4GY 

4IP 
4LG 
4MB 

41VIK 
+RO 

4SB 
4TO 
4VL 
4WK 

4ZR 

GAD f .. 
GDN 

GK.A 

MU 
GlVIU 

GPI 

5RM 

5SE 

61X 
6KY 

6PM 

6PR 

6AM 

6CI 
6GE 

6KG 

6MD 
6TZ 
6WB 

7HO 

7HT 

7AD 

7BU 

7DY 

7EX 
7LA 
7QT 
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COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING STATIONS IN. OPERATION ON 30TH JUNE, 1949.-continued. 

Location of station. 

-Brisbane 

Brisbane 

Brisbane 
Brisbane 

Oakey 
Ayr 
Bunda berg 
Cairns .. 
Toowoomba 

Gym pie 

Ipswich 
Long reach 
Mary borough 

Mackay 
Rockhampton 

Kingaroy 
Townsville 
Charle ville 
Warwick 

Roma 

Adelaide 
Adelaide 

Adelaide 

Port Augusta 
Murray Bridge 

Crystal Brook 

Renmark 

Mount Gamliier .. 

Perth 
Perth 

Perth 

Perth 

Northam 

Collie .. 
Gerald ton 

Kalgoorlie 

Merredin 
Bun bury 
Kiitanning 

Hobart 

Hobart 

Devon port 

Burnie 

Derby .. 

Launceston 
Launceston 
Queenstown 

Licensee. 

QUEENSLAND. 
Metropolitan. 

Commonwealth Broa.dcasting Corporation (Q'ld.) Ltd., 5th Floor, 
T. & G. Buildings, 189-191 Queen-street, Brisbane 

Broadcasters (Aust.) Pty. Ltd.,. cnr. Albert and Charlotte streets, 
Brisbane 

Queensland Newspapers Pty. Ltd., 288-298 Qneen-street, Brisbane 
The Trustees, C. G. F<tllon and S. J. Bryan of the Queensland Branch 

of the Australian Labour Party, Dunstan House, 236-238 Eliza
beth-street, Brisbane 

Country. 
Queensland Nowspapers Pty. Ltd., 288-298 Queen-street, Brisbane 
Ayr Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 144 Queen-street, Ayr 
Bundaberg Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 117 Bourbong-street, Bundaberg 
Amalgamated Wireless (A/asia) Ltd., 47 York-street, Sydney .. 
Gold Radio Service Pty. Ltd., 5th Floor, T. & G. Buildings, Queen-

street, Brisbane 
Gympie Broadcasting Co. Ltd., Smithfield Chambers, Mary-street, 

Gym pie 
Ipswich Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 233 Brisbane-street, Ipswich 
Longreach Printing Co. Ltd., Magpie-lane, Longreach 
Maryborough Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 5th Floor, T. & G. 

Buildings, Queen-street, Brisbane 
Mackay Broadcasting Service Pty. Ltd., 85 Sydney-street, Mackay 
Rockhampton Broadcast.ing Co. Pty. Ltd., 5th Floor, T. & G. 

Buildings, Queen-street, Brisbane 
South Burnett Broadcasting Co. Ltd., Alford-street, Kingaroy 
Amalgamated Wireless (A/ asia.) Ltd., 47 York-street, Sydney 
Charleville Broadcasting Co. J,td., Alfred-street, Charleville 
Warwick Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Glennie Hall, Albion-street, 

Warwick 
Maranoa Broadcasting Co. Ltd., Bowen-street, Roma, Queensland . . 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
Metropolitan. 

I 
Advertiser Newspapers Ltd., 11 ·waymouth-street, Adelaide . . 
Hume Broadcaster& Ltd., C.M.L. Building, 41 King \'i'illiam-street, 

Adelaide 
5KA Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 43 Franklin-street, Adelaide .. 

Coiintry. 
Port Augusta Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 43 Franklin-street, Adelaide 
Murray Bridge Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 11 Waymouth-street, Ade

laide 
Midlands Broadcasting Services Ltd., lL Waymoutb-street, Ade

laide 
River Murray Broadcasters Ltd ., C.M.L. Building, 41 King William

street, Adelaide 
South-Eastern Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 11 Waymouth-street, Ade

laide 

WEST1CRN AUSTRALIA. 
Metropolitan. 

\\'.A. Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Lyric House, Murray-street, Perth .. 
The People's Printing and Publishing Co. of Western Australia Ltd ., 

38-4·6 Stirling-street, Perth 
6PM Broadcasters Ltd., St. George's House, St. George's-terrace, 

Perth 
Nicholson 's Ltd., 86-90 Barrack-street, Perth 

Count·ry. 
6AM Broadcasters Ltd., St. George's House, St. George's-terrace, 

Perth 
Nicholson's Ltd., 86-90 Barrack-street, Perth .. 
Great Northern Broadcasters Ltd., E.S. & A. Bank Buildings, 

Marine-terrace, Geraldton 
Goldfields Broadcasters (19:33) Ltd., St. George's, Honse St. George's-

terrace, Perth 
W.A. Broadcasters Pty . Ltd., Lyric Honse, Mmray-st.reet, Perth .. 
Nicholson's Ltd., 86-90 Barrack-street, Perth 
·w.A. Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Lyric House, 223 lVIurray-street, Perth 

TASMANIA. 
Metropoll'.ta.n. 

Commercial Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., A.M.P. lfoildings, cnr. Collins 
and Elizabeth streets, Ho ha.rt 

Metropolitan Broadc1tsters Pty. Ltd ., Hl-143 Elizabeth-street, 
Hobart 

Countr!J. 
Northern Tasmania Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 29 Paterson-street, 

Launceston 
Burnie Broadcasting Service Pty. Ltd., E.S. & A. Bank Chambers, 

Paterson-street, Launceston 
North-East Tasmanian Radio B'casters Pty. Ltd., Paterson-street, 

Launceston 
7EX Pty. Ltd., 74 Charles-street, Launceston .. 
Findlay & Wills Broadcasters, 21 Paterson-street, Launceston 
West Coast B'casters Pt~'· Ltd., 21 Paterson-street, Launceston 

• T"mporary aJlocation. 

Frequency 
kC/s. 

1,120 

1,390 

1,290 
690* 

1,220 
960 

1,330 
l,010 

860 

1,350 

1,440 
1,100 
1,010 

1,380 
J,080 

1,060 
780 
920 
880 

1,490 

1,310 
970 

l,200 

1,400 
1,460 

l,040 

830 

1,370 

1,240 
1,320 

1,130 

880 

!l80 

l,4:30 
1,370 

1,210 

1,100 
l.il40 
1.070 

860 

J,080 

900 

810* 

1,450 

l ,oIO 
1,100 

680 

Wave-
length 
(m). 

2()8 

216 

233 
435* 

246 
313 
226 
297 
349 

222 

208 
:mi 
:W7 

217 
278 

283 
385 
326 
341 

201 

229 
309 

:l50 

214 
205 

288 

361 

210 

265 

3·!1 

306 

210 
219 

248 

273 
224 
280 

349 

278 

333 

370* 

207 

297 
273 
441 

Ae rial 
wer 
ts). 

po 
(wat 

1,000 

1,000 

750 
1,000 

2,000 
500 
500 
:300 
500 

200 

200 
1,000 

300 

100 
200 

2,000 
200 
500 
100 

500 

500 
500 

500 

200 
200 

2,000 

2,000 

:WO 

500 
500 

uOO 

liOO 

2,000 

500 
500 

500 

500 
2,000 
2,000 

GOO 

iiOO 

200 

200 

500 
500 
300 
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APPENDIX D. 
AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CONTROL BOARD. 

tlTATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS FROM 15TH MARCH, 1949 '.1'0 30'.l'H JUNE, 1949. 

Receipts. 

Advances from Parliamentary Appropriation-
Division 236K-

Subdivision (A) Salaries, &c. 
l:lubdivision (B) General Expenses 
Subdivision (C) Stores and Materials 

£ s. d. 

6,600 0 0 
2,400 0 0 

500 0 0 

9,500 0 0 

Payrp,ents. 

Salaries and Wages-
Item 1.-Salaries, &c. 
Item 2.-Temporary Assistance .. 
Item 3.-Extra Duty .. 

General Expenses-
Item 1.-Travelling and SubsiHt-

ence 
Item 3.-Postage and Telegrams 
Item ii.-Hire of Motor Vehicles 
Item 6.-Incidentals 

Stores and Material-
Ite1n 1.- 0ffice Requisites 

Cash at Bank 

£ 8. d. 

4,997 6 3 
356 5 10 
22 10 1 

5,376 2 2 

727 2 3 
26 15 11 

228 1 3 
220 14 11 

1,202 14 4 

399 14 11 

£ s. d. 

6,376 2 2 

1,202 14- 4 

:-199 1-t 11 
2,521 8 7 

9,500 0 0 

The above statement of Receipts and Payments has been Examined and is in agreement with the bookR. 
a t.ruc and correct view of the transactions of the Australian Broadcasting Control Board. 

In my opinion it exhibits , 
(Sgd.) A. C. JOYCE, 

Auditor-General for the Commonwealth, 
4-th .fanuary, 1950. 

Certified correct. 
(Sgd.) 

(Sgd.) 

APPENDIX E. 
COMMONW,EAL'.l'H OF AUSTRALIA. 

L. B. FANNING, Chairman. 
22nd November, 1949. 

J. O'KELLY, Secretary. 
22nd November, 1949. 

BROADCAST LISTENERS' LICENCES IN FORCE ON 30'.l'H JUNE, 1949. 
LICENCES FOR ONE RECEIVER. 

Class of Licence. New South Victoria. Queensland. South Western Tasmania. Common-
Wales. Australia. Australia. wealth. 

Ordinary .. .. . . . . 626,173 476,650 241,505 180,980 122,764 59,130 1,707,202 
Pensioners .. . . .. 22,266 9,718 7,118 4,079 4,874 1,802 49,857 
Blind Persons .. .. . . 753 662 270 293 213 123 2,314 
Schools .. . . . . . . 1,283 766 609 448 139 167 3,302 

Total .. .. .. 650,475 4-87,796 249,402 186,800 127,990 61,212 l,762,675 

Ratio to l 00 of population .. .. 21.11 23 .16 22.02 27.38 24.50 22.24 21.33 
------ ------

LICENCES FOR MORE THAN ONE RECEIVER. 

Ordinat·y .. .. .. .. 54,856 42,373 11,214 25,521 11,017 6,397 151,378 
Motor cars . . . . .. 1,005 1,505 413 1,011 214 459 4,607 
Pensioners . . .. .. 116 4-8 25 84 69 20 362 

-· -
Tofo.J . . .. . . 55,977 43,926 11,652 26,616 11,300 6,876 156,347 

By Authority: L. F. JOHNSTON, Commonw€alth Governm€nt Print€r, Canberra. 


