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AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CONTROL BOARD. 

THIRD ANNUAL REPORT. 

The Honorable ihe Postmaster-General: 

In conformity with the provisions of section 6P of 
the Broadcasting Act 1942-1951, the Australian Broad
casting Control Board has the honour to furnish its 
Report, being the Third Annual Report of the Board, 
en its operations during the year ended 30th June, 
1951, together with :financial accounts in the form 
approved by the Treasurer, and the report of the 
Auditor-General on those accounts. 

2. This report is arranged as follows :-
Part I.-Introductory. 
Part II.-A.dministration. 
Part III.-Teclrnical Serv~ces. 
Part IV.-Programme Services. 
Part V.-General. 

PART I.-INTRODUCTORY. 
MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 

3. Se.ction GB. of the Act provides that the Board 
shall consist of three members appointed by the 
Governor~General, one of whom shall be chairman. 
The Board was constituted on 15th March, 1949, when 
Mr. Lawrence Bede :Fanning, I.S.O., was appointed 
chairman for a period of three years, and Messrs. Olive 
Ogilvy and Robert Gumley Osborne, B.A., LL.B., were 
appointed members. each for a period of seven years. 
Mr. Olive Ogilvy informed the Minister, on 28th 
.June, 1951, of his intention to resign from the Board 
and his resignation was subsequently accepted by His 
Excellency the Governor-General, taking effect as 
from 31st July, 1951. 

4. This report had not been completed when the 
Minister granted leave of absence (commencing on 
3rd December, 1951) to the Chairman on account 
of ill-health; tliis period of lPave was subse
nnently extended to 2!1th Febrnary, Hl52. On 
14th Decernbc.r, 1951, the Governor-General in 
Council (see Gazcffe 1952, page 1332) appointed 
Mr. Osborne to be Acting Chairman of the Board 
during the period commencing on 3rcl December, 1951, 
and continuing during the absence on leave of the 
Chairman, and also appointed Mr. Robert Bruce :Mair, 
TI.E.E., A.M.I.E. (Aust.), the Director, Technical Ser
vices, on the staff of the Board, to he a rnemher of the 
Board during the period commencing on 3rd De.cern
ler, 1951, and ending on 14th. March, 1952. In the 
absence of the Chairman, this report is signed by the 
Acting Chairman and Mr. Mair. 

FuNcTIONs OF THE DoAnD. 

fl. The principal functions of the Board are set 011t 

i11 sertion 6K. of the Act, aB folio,,-,:-
(a) to ensure the provision of services hy broad

casting stations, television stations and 
facs;mile stations, and survices of a like 
kind, in accordance with plans from time 
to time prepared by the Board and 
approved by the },fin istr>r; 

(h) to ensure that · the technical equipment and 
operation of such stations are in a.ccordance 
with such standards and practices as the 
Board considers to be appropriate; 

(c) to ensure that adequate and comprehensive 
programmes are provided bv such stations 
to socve the best interests of the general 
public. 

6. The Board has other functions relating to broad
casting, television, and other services, and details of 
these are set out in paragraphs 42·45 of it~ Firat 
F.2540.-~ 

Annual Report. (They are also referred to, where 
appropriate, in this report.) In particular, the 
Board is required to determine the location, operating 
power and frequency of all ,broadcasting and tele
vision stations and to advise the Minister on all matters 
relating to the licensing of commercial broad,casting 
stations. 

AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING SERVICES. 

7. The First Report of the Board reviewed briefly 
the development of broadcasting services in Australia 
up to the time of appointment of the Board. The 
Second Report contained a general review by the Board 
of the Australian broadcasting structure and expressed 
the view that the system should be expanded to provide 
a more adequate broadcasting service, especially in 
rural areas. Some preliminary details were given of 
the measures which the Board considered necessary to 
effect desirable improvements in both the National 
and Commercial Broadcasting Services. 

8. The Board is now glad to be able to report that 
c·onsiclerable progress has been made >yith its plam 
for the development of both services and that in 
conformity with those plans, some new stations have 
Leen established during the year under review, other8 
are in course of construction, and arrangements have 
been made for increasing the power of many existing 
.~ta tions, some of which are already operating at the 
higher power determined by the Board. 

PART IL-ADMINISTRATION. 
MEETINGS OF THE BOARD. 

!l. The Board met regularly throughout the year at. 
j ts office in :Melbourne to consider matters of policy 
requiring the attention of the full Board, and in 
al'cordance with its desire to foster close relations with 
L:·oadcastcrs, listeners and representatives of the broad
casting industry throughout the Commonwealth, also 
held meetings in Sydney and Adelaide. .Special meet
ings were also held at N e-\vcastle and Dubbo. 

10. The Board had completed arrangements to visit 
Western Alrntralia in June, 1951, but because of Mr. 
Ogilvy's impending resignation and official reasons 
which prcYented the Chairman from leaving Melbourne 
at the time, this mission was undertaken by Mr. 
Osborne, accompanied by senior officers of the Board. 
fn the 00uree of their tour of Western Australia, the 
goldfields area, the south-west of the State and the 
northern and eastern wheat belts were visited and in 
each country centre an opportunity was afforded to local 
gcvernin~ bodies, Chambers of Commerce, Farmers' 
Dnio11s, Parents and Citizens' Associati0ns and other 
similar organizations to express their views concerning 
the broadcasting services available in the district. 
Otlie1· visi ts were made during the year by members or 
offkers of the Board to various districts in all States. 
The cxten~ive investigations which were made in the 
course of these visits provided c0nfirmation of the view 
expressed in th~ ~econd Report '.ls to the desirability of 
the poar<l ob~aimng .first-hand. mfo:mation con?er~ing 
the •>J oadcastrng services, especially m country d1stncts. 

CoKsuLTATION WITH THE A u sTRAUAN BROADCASTING 

COMMISSION, REPRESENTATIVES OF COMMERCIAL 

BROADCASTING STATIONS AND OF THE BROADCASTING 
' AND ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES. 

J 1. During the year, the Board c0nsulted the Aus. 

~1t~~;,J!~~f ~ct~t~;~ca~~i~;~;~~~n:1! ~h~r:!:~~l;~v:£ 



its functions in relation to the programmes of the 
National and Commercial Broadcasting Services 
respectively. The Board also kept the Commission 
fully informed concerning its plans for expanding the 
effective coverage of the National Broadcasting Service 
and before reaching any conclusions in this regard, 
carefully considered views which had been expressed by 
the Commission. Repres1mtatives of commercial broad
casting stations were similarly consulted concerning the 
Board's proposals for increasing the power of such 
stations. Several meetings were held during the year 
with the Liaison Committee appointed by the .A.ustralian 
Federation of Gommercial Broadcasting Stations to 
confer with the Board. On 30th October, 1950, the 
Annual Convention of the Federation at Victor Har
bour was opened on behalf of the Minister by the 
Chairman, who was accompanied by the other members 
of the Board. 

12. The Board also had discussions with representa
tives of advertisers (the Australian Association of 
Advertising Agencies) and manufacturers (The Federal 
Council of the Electrical, Radio and Telephone Manu
facturers of Australia) on matters affecting the par
ticular branches of the broadcasting industry in which 
they are interested. 

STAFF OF THE Bo ARD-HEAD OFFICE. 

13. There has been no substantial change in the 
Head Office organizat~on of the Board, which still 
consists of three divisions, the Administrative Division, 
the Technical Services Division and the Programme 
Services Division. The total Head Office staff employed 
by the Board on 30th June, 1951, in conformity with 
the organization approved .by the Public Service Boar d, 
numbered 40. 

STATE ORGANIZATIONS. 

14. As was mentioned in our Second Report, it is, in 
the opinion of the Board, imperative that facilities 
should exist whereby the Board can be kept fully, 
reliably and expeditiously informed by a pro-perly 
qualified staff on all aspects of broadcasting in the 
Commonwealth. The most eff~ctive arrangement, the 
Board feels, wonld be the establishment of a small staff 
in each State which would be under its direct control. 
The Board .has, however, in accordance with the Minis
ter's wishes, conferred with the Director-General, Posts 
and Te~egraphs, for the pur:pose of formulating an 
alternative scheme, under which the functions to be 
performed in the States could ;be discharged, on the 
Board's behalf, by officers of the Post Office. 

15. Discussions towards this end were proceeding at 
the close of the period covered -by the Board's Second 
Report, and subsequently resulted in a decision being 
reached that officers of the Engineering Branch of the 
Postmaster-General's Department would undertake on 
behalf of the Board, the inspection of broadcasting 
stations, the conduct of field strength surveys and 
certain other technical functions. The Board's Head 
9ffice. en&'ineers will continue to make such special 
rnv~stigat10ns as the .Board deems necessary from time 
to time. It had been mtended as part of this alternative 
schem~ th.at the Board would appoint a direct repre
sentative m each State to attend to other matters but 
in view of the Government's direction that reductions 
in .staff were to be effected, it was decided after further 
?onsultation ·,~ith tlie Directo~-General, that the Super
mtendent, Wude&s Branch, m each State should act 
as the official representative of the Board. The Board 
appreciates the helpful attitude of the Director
General, Posts and Telegraphs, in this matter and the 
generous co-operation of his offilCers. 

LICENSING OF COMMERCIAL BROADC'ASTING S.TATIONS. 

16. The s~atutory prov!sions r~lating to the licensing 
of commercial broadcastmg stat10ns are contained in 
Part III. of the Broadcasting Act 1942-1951. The 

4 

power to grant, renew, suspend or revoke licences is 
conferred upon the Minister and without his consent, 
a licence may not be transferred nor otherwise disposed 
of. Section 52A. of the Act provides that before exercis
ing any of his powers in relation to the licensing of 
stations, the Minister shall take into consideration any 
recommendations which have been made by the Board 
as to the exercise of those powers. 

17. Subject to any direction of the Minister, the 
Loanl determines the location, operati11g power and 
frequency of each commercial broadcasting station. 
With the authority of th e. Minister2 the Board under
takes the detailed administration of the provisions of 
the Act relating to the licensing of commercial broad
casting stations and of the Commercial Broadcasting 
Sfah'.ons L :cence Pees A.ct 1942. The succeeding para
graphs rontain furtlw.r particulars relating to the licens
ing procedure and information concerning the stations 
which were operating during the year in pursuance of 
licences granted or renewed by the Minister. 

GRANT OF N-";w Lrc:KNCES. 

18. Only one licence for a commercial broadcasting 
station was granted during the year. It was granted 
tn The People's Printing and Publishing Company of 
'\Vestern Australia Ltd. (the licensee of station 6KY, 
Perth), for station 6N A N arrogin. Approval had been 
given for this licence in September, 1948, but because 
of many difficulties experienced by the l~censee in 
establishing the station, notably problems arising from 
shortages of man-power and building materials, i t did 
not commence operations until 20th June, 1931. 

19. As is mentioned in paragraphs 63-66, tlie Board's 
plans for the development of the Commercial Broad
casting Service envisage the establishment of several 
additional stations in locatities which are not yet 
assured of consistently reliable reception of programmes 
from any existing commercial stations. The licensing 
of three additional stations in W ostern Australi a has 
already been recommended to the Minister. 

20. Twenty-seven applications were received during 
the year for licences for new commercial stations and 
the total number recorded on 30th June 1951 was 
982, distributed among the States as follow~:- ' 

I 
St ate. Country. Metropolitan. Total. 

New South Wales .. .. 322 79 401 
Victoria . . .. .. 120 70 190 
Queensland .. .. 147 34 181 
South Australia . . . . 57 41 98 
ViTestern Australia . . . . 30 21 51 
Tasmania .. . . .. 27 23 50 
Northern Territory .. . . .. . . 11 

Total .. .. 703 268 982 

Many of ~hese applications date from the early years of 
hroadcastmg and the Board is satisfied, from investio·a
tions it has made in respect of applications for cert~in 
localities, that it would be misleading to accept the view 
that there are at the present time 982 applicants 
who are anxious to establish new commercial 
broadcasting stations. In the cases examined by 
the Board, some of the applicants could not 
be traced ~nd others . indicated that they were 
no longer mterested rn the matter. There i.s 
obviously still a very persistent demand for additional 
licences, but for the reasons mentioned the Board feels 
that the number of really effective applications is 
considerably lei:s than the 982 recorded on 30th June 
1951. l 
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RENEWAL OF LICENCES. 

21. Section 46 (2.) of the Broadcasting Act 1942-
Hl51 provides that-

Tlie ~Iinistcr, if he deems it ll€sirable, may from time to 
time re11c1\· a licence for any period not €XC€ecling one year 
from tlte elate of ex,piration of th€ current licence or renewal. 

A licence for a commercial broadcasting station confers 
great privileges upon the licensee and it also imposes 
great responsibilities to conduct a service in the public 
interest in conformity ·with the conditions specified in 
.the Act. It is the duty of the Board to ensure that 
the requirements of the Act are fully observed by 
licensees and in this respect the Board considers that 
it should thoroughly investigate the performance of each 
&tation every year as a preliminary to its submission 
of a recommendation to the Minister concerning the 
renewal of the licence. 

5 

22. In the United States of America and the 
Dominion of Canada, where there are commercial 
broadcasting systems operating under much the same 
kind of licensing system as in Australia, it is the prac
tice of the authorities concerned to make a critical 
examination of each station's service during the pre
ceding li;cence period before its licence is renewed. The 
Board is following the same pro,cedure and, to facilitate 
its· investigations, it has, with the approval of the 
Minister, introduced a new form of application for 
renewal on which each licensee will supply details 
which, in conjm1ction with information provided by the 
Board's officers relating to the technical operation, the 
programme service and commercial aspects of a station, 
will enable the Board to make a well informed recom
mendation to the Minister in each case. 

23. The Board is glad to report that, during the past 
year, there ·were no deficien,cies in the services being 
supplied by commercial stations which were sufficiently 
serious to justify the withholding of the renewal of any 
current licence. Accordingly, the Board recommended, 
and the Minister approved, the renewal of each exist
ing licence for a period of one year. 

OuRRENT LICENCES FOR COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING 

STATIONS. 

24. On the 30th June, 1951, there were 103 licences 
for commercial broadcasting stations in for;ce or one 
more than at 30th June, 1950. A list of licensees is 
contained in A1mendix "A". A map of Australia 
showing the location of all broadcasting stations is 
included after Appendix "B ". The disposition of the 
licences according to States i.s shown hereunder:-

State. Metropolitan Country Total. area. districts. 

New South Wales (including 
Australian Capital Territory) 7 29 36 

Victoria .. .. . . 6 13 19 
Queensland . . .. 4 16 20 
South Australia .. . . 3 5 8 
Western Australia .. .. 

I 
4 8 12 

Tasmania . . . . . . 2 6 8 

Commonwealth .. . . 
I 

26 77 103 

Station. Licensee. 

2CH Sydney .. New South Wales Council of Churches Service 
30V Mary borough . . Central Victoria Broadcasters Pty. Ltd. . . 
3SH Swan Hill . . Swan Hill Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd. .. 
3KZ Melbourne .. Industrial Printing and P ublicity Co. Ltd. .. 
3XY Melbourne .. Station 3XY Pty. Ltd. .. .. . . 
5RM Renmark .. River Murray Broadcasters Ltd. . . . . 
- --

FEES FOR LICENCES FOR COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING 

STATIONS. 

25. Under Section 48 of the Act, the licensee of each 
commer;cial broadcasting station is required to pay an 
annual licence-fee, which is assessed in ac·cordance with 
the terms of the Commercial Broadcasting Stations 
Li:cence Fees Act 1942, which provides for an annual 
fee of £25 per annum, plus one.-half of one per centum 
of the gross earnings of any station which in the preced
ing year has made a profit. The total amount of 
licence-fees payable during 1950-51 was £17,356, made 
up as under:-

State. Metropolitan. Count.ry. Total. 

£ £ £ 
New South Wales .. .. 3,765 3,467 7,232 
Victoria . . .. . . 2,824 1,635 4,459 
Queensland . . .. 1,250 1,486 2,736 
South Australia .. .. 958 206 1,164 
·western Australia .. .. 423 501 '924 
Tasmania .. .. .. 373 468 841 

Commonwealth .. .. 9,593 7,763 17,356 

COMMERCIAL BROADCASTING STA TIO NS-FINANCIAL 

RESULTS OF OPERATIONS. 

26. The following particulars, wh~ch have been 
C'xtracted from .statements submitted by the licensees of 
commercial broadcasting stations since 1942, in pur
suance of the provisions of section 67 (1.) ( c) of the 
A-ct, show the financial results from the operations of 
such stations during the past eight years:-

·---

Number 1 I of I Stations St~tions \ 
Year. 'tations making showing Tot11J Tot:tl Totnl 

in l1 revenue. expcnclitnre. profit. 
opera- profit. a loss. 
ti on. 

--- ---

1941- 42 97 53 44 
1-942=43 96 66 30 
1943-44 98 87 11 
1944-45 100 89 11 
1945-46 100 86 14 
1946-47 101 85 16 
1947-48 102 86 16 
l!l48-49 102 90 12 
1949- 50 102 84 18 

£ £ 
1.330,000 1,248,188 
1,298,297 1,157,294 
1,871,851 1,491,967 
2,184,686 1,758,905 
2,279,719 1,851,042 
2,388,587 2,013,363 
2,774,371 2,278,319 
3,212,253 2,619,474 
3,178,360 2,748,594 

£ 
81,812 

141,003 
379,88 4 
425,781 
428,67 
375,22 

7 
4 
2 
9 
6 

496,05 
592,77 
429,76 

TRANSFER OF LICENCES AND LEASING OF STATIONS. 

27. Section 50 (1.) of the Act provides that-
Except with the consent in writing of the Minister, a 

li censee of a commercial broa dcast ing station shall not transfer 
the licenre or assign, sublet or ot herwise dispose of the licence 
or admit any other person to participate in any of the benefits 
of the licence, or to exercise any of the powers or authorities 
granted by the licence . 

No licences for commercial broadcasting stations were 
transferred during the year ended 30th June, 1951. 

28. At the 30th June, 1951, the following si;_ stations 
were, with the consent of the Minister, being operated 
by persons other than the licensees :-

Date of Date of Expiry 
Original of Existing Operating Company. 
Consent. Consent. 

14.4.36 31.12.56 Amalgamated Wireless (A/ asia .) Ltd. 
17.12.41 30.6 .52 J. R. Birt Pty. Ltd. 

5.4 . 37 31.12 .56 Central Murray Broadcasters Pty. Ltd. 
10.2 . 32 1. 7 .53 3KZ Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd. 
17. 5.35 1.5. 56 Efftee Broadcasters Pty. Ltd. 
13.9.37 31.3.52 H ume Broadcasters Ltd. 



The agreements under which these six stations are 
being operated were originally made many years prior 
to the establishment of the Board, which a,ceepts the 
long standing arrangements between the licensees and 
the operating companies. The Board would, however, 
be extremely reluctant to recommend that the Minister 
should consent to any new agreements of this character, 
because it considers that the licensee of each station 
should be required to accept full responsibility for the 
conduct of the service provided by the station for which 
the l~cence was granted. 

29. It is appropriate, in connexion with the provi
sions of section 50 of the Act, to refer to the question of 
transactions in shares in companies holding licences 
for commercial broadcasting stations. The Act does 
not contain any provisions regulating the transfer of 
shares in such companies but some control over these 
transactions has been effected by the administrative 
process of requiring-

( a) each prospe,ctive licensee company to submit 
a complete list of shareholders to the Minis
ter as a pre-requisite to the grant of a 
licence; 

(b) each licensee company to submit an up-to-date 
list of shareholders with its annual applica
tion for renewal of its licence; and 

( c) each licensee company to consult the Minis
ter before any substantial transaction 
affecting the shareholding or ,control of the 
company is completed. 

The Board reports to the Minister all transactions 
·coming within sub-paragraph (c) which come to the 
notice of the Board. In its opinion the procedure out
lined has, on the whole, proved effective, notwithstand
ing the obvious difficulties arising in the case of public 
companies. It is only fair to the great majority of 
licensees to ,say that they have quite frankly consulted 
the Minister or the Board concerning proposed substan
tial transacti011s in shares in their companies which 
would have the result, when completed, of transferring 
the control of their stations to other parties, directly 
or indirectly. 

LIMITATION OF OwNERSHIP OF OoMMERCIAL 

BROADCASTING STATIONS. 

30. It is necessary that the Minister and the Board 
should be in possession of complete information relating 
to shareholdings in commercial :broadcasting companies, 
not only for the reasons mentioned in the preceding 
paragraphs, but also for the purposes of section 53 
of the Act, which provides that-

( 1.) A person shall not own, or be in a position to exercise 
control, either directly or indirectly, of, more than-

( a) one metropolitan commercial broadcasting station in 
any State; . 

( b) four metropolitan commercial broadcasting stations 
in Australia; 

( o) four commercial broadcasting stations in any one 
State; or 

(d) eight commercial broadcasting stations in Australia. 

31. It is the practice of the Board to make a careful 
examination of the ownership -0f all commercial 
broadcasting stations each year and to submit 
a report to the Minister, based on the informa
tion made available to it by licensees, setting 
out in detail, particulars of every case where 
any person or company is in a position to exercise 
control of more ·than one station. The report 
for the year ended 30th June, 1951, indicated that of 
the 103 stations which were licensed at that date, 31 
·were being opBrated by persons or organizations which 
were in a position to control only one station and twelve 
were being operated by persons or organizations which 
were in a position to control, or were substantially 
interBsted in, two stations. The remaining stations, 
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Gu iu number, are controlled by persons or organizations 
which are in a position to control, directly or indirectly, 
three or more stations, but in no case did it appear 
to the Board, from the information in its possession, 
that there had been any infringement of section 53 
during the year under review. N ewspaper companies 
or persons substantially interested in newspapers owned 
lU of the 103 stations and held shares in 25 other 
~tations. 

X ETWORKS OF OoMMERCIAL BRoADCASTIKG STATIONS. 

32. Some general observations on the operations of 
networks of commercial broadcasting stations were con
tained in paragraphs 45-51 and 56-57 of the Board's 
t:lecond Report. The tvvo principal networks in exis
tence at present are the Ma,cquari() Broadcasting Net-
1' ork and the Major Broadcasting Network. 

~o. The Macquarie Broadcasting Network is a pro
pnctary company (Macquarie Broadcasting Service 
Pty. Ltd.), in which the following member stations were 
shareholders on 30th June, 1951 :-

MACQUAIUE BIWADCASTIKG NETWORK. 

_;_\j ew South Wales-- Victoria-
20A Uauberra. 3A W Melbourne. 
2GB Sydney. 
2HR Lochinvar. 
2LF Young. 
2LT Lithgow. 
2MW Murwillum

bah. 
2PK Parkes. 

Qileensland-

South Australia-
5DN Adelaide. 

Western Australia-
6IX Perth. 
6MD Merredin. 
6WB Katanning. 

4BH Brisbane. 'l'asmania-
4BU Bundaberg. 7HO Hobart. 
4GY Gympie. 7I,A Launceston. 

i:ltations 2.MG Mudgee, 30V Maryborough, and 5RM 
Henmark were member stations but not shareholders. 

34. Macquarie Broadcasting Service Pty. Ltd. has 
au arrangement with a number of stations in accord
ance with which they may co-operate with the network 
on agreed terms in the sale of station time for the 
broadcasting of Macquarie programmes. On the 30th 
J un_e, 1951, the following stations were co-operating 
stat10ns :-

J.V ew South Wales-
2AD Armidale. 
2AY Albury. 
2BE Bega. 
2BH Broken Hill. 
2BS Bathurst. 
2DU Dubbo. 
2GF Grafton. 
2GN Gou1burn. 
2HD Newcastle. 
2KA Katoomba. 
2KM Kempsey. 
2QN Deni1iquin. 
2MO Gunnedah. 
2RG :Griffith. 
2TM Tamworth. 
2WG Wagga. 
2WL Wollongong. 

Victoria-
3BA Ballarat. 
3BO Bendigo. 
3GL Geelong. 
3M.A. Mildura. 
3SR Shepparton. 

3UL W arragul. 
3YB W arrnambool. 

Queensland--
4.A Y Ayr. 
40A Cairns. 
4GR Toowoomba. 
4LG Longreach. 
4MB Maryborough. 
4MK Mackay. 
4RO Rockhampton. 
4TO Townsville. 
4VL Charleville. 
4WK Warwick. 
4ZR Roma. 

Western Australia-
6AM Northam. 
6GE Geraldton. 
6EG Kalgoorlie. 

Tasmania-
7AD Devonpor t. 
7BU Burnie. 
7DY Derby. 
7QT Queenstown. 

During the year W.A. Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., licensee 
of stations 6IX P erth, 6MD Merredin and 6WB 
Katanning, became a shareholder in the Macquarie 
Broadcasting Service Pty. Ltd. Stations 60I Collie, 
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6PR Perth and 6TZ Bunbury, the licences for which 
are held by Nichol&ons Ltd., ceased to be co-operating 
stations of the network during the year. 

35. The Major Broadcasting Network is not a com
pany, but is an association of stations of which the 
following were members on 30th June, 1951 :-

New South Wales- 5MU :Murray Bridge. 
2KO Newcastle. 5Pl Port Pirie. 
2UE Sydney. 5SE Mount Gambier. 

Victoria- Western Australia-
3DB Melbourne. 6Cl Collie. 
3LK Lubeck. 6PR Perth. 

Queensland- 6TZ Bunbury. 
4AK Oakey. Tasrnania-
4BK Brisbane. 7EX Launceston. 

South AustraliiJ,- 7HT Hobart. 
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5AD Adelaide. 
During the year, stations 2UE Sydney, 6Cl Collie, 6PR 
Perth and 6TZ Bunbury berame members of the Major 
K etwork, and stations 2UW Sydney, 61X Perth, 6WB 
Ka tanning and 6MD Merredin ceased to be members of 
this network. 

36. There are also the following associations of 
stations or groups of stations in the same ownership 
which are described as networks, but their operation 
is confined to one .State-

Victorian Broadcasting· Network-Stations 3HA 
Hamilton, 3SH .Swan Hill and 3TR Sale. 

The Queensland Broadcasting Network-Stations 
4BC Brisbane, 4GR Toowoomba, 4MB Mary
borough 4RO Rockhampton and 4SB Kingaroy. 

The "Advertiser " Broadcasting Network-
Stations 5AD Adelaide, 5MU Murray Bridge, 
5Pl Crystal Brook and 5SE Mount Gambier. 

Whitford's Broadcasting Network-Stations 6PM 
Perth, 6AM Northam, 6GE Geraldton and 
6KG Kalgoorlie. 

The Tasmanian Coastal Broadcasting Network
Stations 7 AD Devon port, 7BU Burnie, 7DY 
Derby and 7QT Queenstown. 

UNESCO N A'1·1m;A:. Co-OPERATING Bony FOR HAmo. 
37. The Board has, during the year, been represented 

by one of its members on the National Co-operating 
Body for Radio established to advise on Australian 
policy in relation to the general programme of the 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization, and to advise and as.3ist in the carrying 
out of UNESCO projects in Australia and other 
UNESCO activities. Some account of the scope and 
functions of the UNESCO National Co-operating 
Body for Radio in Australia was given in the Second 
Annual Report of the Board. The members of the Co
operating Body include representatives of the Aus
tralian Broadcasting Commission, the ~\..ustralian 
.Federation of Commercial Broadcasting Stations, the 
Musicians' Union, Actors' and J'i. nnoun,cers' Equity, 
and the Professional Radio Employees' Institute, al'< 
well as of the Board. The N ational Co-operating 
Body for Radio held its most recent meeting on 13th 
March, 1951, at which the UNESCO programme in 
the field of radio was discussed with a view to advising 
the Australian Delegation to the Sixth Session of 
UNESCO General Conference held in Paris on 18th 
June to 11th July, 1951: 

38. The current programme of UNESCO includes 
tbc following broadcasting activities :-

(a) to supply radio broadca.sti11g organizations 
with documentation and material, written 
or recorded, designed to promote the pur
poses of the Organization ; 

(b) to supply, whenever possible, on request from 
Member States, radio matrrial to meet their 
special requirements ; 

F.2540.-3 

( c) to arrange the production of radio do,cumen
tary and feature programmes on education 
for adults in rural districts, in co-operation 
with radio producers from Member States 
and making use of the Organization's 
mobile recording equipment. 

39. A number of recordings have been made by 
UNESOO and these have been used to an increasing 
extent by Australian broadcasting stations during the 
last year. The following are typical subjects:-

Photographing Atomic Radiation. 
Meeting the :Film Experts. 
Science and Racial Barriers. 
Operation ,Snowball (a special feature of high 

technical quality outlining the work of the 
Fundamental Edu,cation Centre in Mexico). 

Ceremonial Presentation of the Nobel Prize. 
Ohopin Memorial Concert. 
Atomic Energy Research in Australia. 

Besides the production of recordings and scripts for use 
in . :Member States, UNESCO has had a two-fold 
interest in the field of broadcasting. It has conducted 
surveys of various aspects of radio work and published 
the results in volumes such as World Communications, 
Education by Radio- School Broadcasting, and Train
·ing for Radio. It has a lso commenced investigation 
into the possible uses of radio in fundamental educa
tion in under-developed ,countries and, as part of its 
Technical Assistance activities (which are within the 
framework of the United Nations Technical Assistance 
programme) has provided an expert team in radio 
educiation to Pakistan. · 

40 .. As was suggested in the Board's last report, the 
significance of broadcasting in furthering the objec
tives of UNESCO is very great. It is now becoming 
clear that the various activities of UNESCO in this 
field are having useful results, most importantly in the 
development of broadcasting services in countries 
where these serv~ces haYe made r elatively little pro
gress. Useful work has been done in Australia by both 
national and commercial stations in connexion with the 
general activities of UNESCO. 

STA'l'lc Bn.oADUASTING ADVISORY COMMITTEES. 
41. The State Broadcasting Advisory Committees, 

\\·hose previous term of appointment expired on 30th 
September, 1950, have not since been reconstituted in 
l'.onformity with the provisions of section 6Q of the Act. 

DEFAMATION BY :MEANS OF BROADCASTING. 
4:2. In paragraphs 68-70 of its Second Report, the 

Board r eferred to the well known legal difficulties 
which arise in the application to broadcasting of the 
law of defamation. The matter is, of ~ourse, one for 
l'.onsideration by the State Governments and, at the 
wggestion of the Board, the P rime Minister invited 
the attention of the Premiers of the States to the 
ob . .:Grvations which the 13oard had made on the subject. 

PART III.- T.EUHNlOAL SERVICES. 
43. The Board's Second Report contained a review of 

l.'xisting broadcasting facilities in which it was stated 
that there ·were sti11 m;my listeners in the Common
wealth who are without a~i,y reliable service, and that 
many others were rec()ivi11g only an indifferent service 
because the strength of signal available to them was 
immfficient 1o override intnrfenmce experienced as the 
result of the operation of neighbouring electrical 
apparatus and of atmospheric disturbances. Some 
general indication was given of the plans for the 
improvement and expansion of the existing services 
which the Board had prepared for the consideration of 
the Minister in conformity with the obligation imposed 
on it hy the Act to "ensure the provision of services 



by broadcasting stations, television stations and 
facsimile stations, and services of a like kind, in accord
ance with plans from time to time prepared by the 
Boal'J and approved ;by the Minister". In the succeed
ing paragraphs, more specific information is given of 
the Board's proposals, and of steps which have already 
been taken, to extend the effective coverage of both the 
National and Commercial Broadcastiug Services. 

PLANS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THB NATIONAL 

B1WADOASTING SERVICE. 
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44. On 30th June, 1950, the National Broadcasting 
Service was being provided by 39 medium frequency 
stations and nine shortwave stations. During the 
succeeding year, which is covered by this report, two 
new medium frequency national stations, namely, 
station 4QA Mackay (Queensland) and 5LN Port 
Lincoln (South Australia), were established, as a firs t 
step in tho implementation of the Board's plans for -
improving the t~chn}eal efficie1icy of the National 
Broadca.sting Service. A list of national broadcasting 
stations in operation on 30th June, 1951, is contained 
in .Appendix B, which is followed by a map showing 
the location of all Australian stations. 

45. The complete plans for the impro11ement of the 
National Broadcasting Service envisage the erection of 
new stations and the increase in the operating power 
and the improvement of the radiating systems of many 
existing stations. In developing these plans, the Board 
had the following objectives in mind:-

(a) to exte;1d the coverage of the medium fre
quency national stations so as to provide 
satisfactory day and night reception of at 
least one such station for listeners through
out the Commonwealth except those in the 
distant isolated areas for whom trans
missions are provided in the shortwave 
(high frequency) bands; 

( b) to enable the great majority of listeners, who 
are outside the primary ;eoverage of the two 
national stations in each of the capital cities 
and Newcastle, to obtain from medium fre
quency stations satisfactory night time 
reception of alternative programmes of the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission; 

( c) to provide a higher signal to noise ratio in 
order to ensure a better service for listeners, 
particularly in industrial areas where inter
ference from ·electrical equipment is preva
lent and also in the large areas of the Com
mon wealth which are frequently subject to 
atmospheric disturbances ; 

( :rl) to protect servi,ce to A.ustralian listeners 
against interference from very high powered 
stati uns which are being erected in neigh
bouring countries. 

The ideal solution of the problem of achieving all these 
objectives woulrl probably be the establishment of a 
large number of new sta·tions and the installation of a 
second transmitter at each of the existing national 
regional .stations, but this course can be only partially 
followed because of technical and e,conomic considera
tions. On the one hand, the number of frequency 
channels ;vhich are available for broadcasting purposes 
is restricted by tbe International Radio Hegulations 
and by regional agreements (to which matter refer
ence is made in paragraphs 67-70) and on the other, 
the cost of providing duplicate transmitters to serve 
very sparsely populated areas eannot be justified. 

46. Having exhaustively considered all aspects of 
this most important matter, the Board adopted a plan, 
involving the estab lishmeut of twenty new national 

station.s and the increase in the 
existing national transmitters. 
posals are given hereunder:-
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Details of the pro-

PROPOSED NE.W REGIONAL STATIONS. 
l'roposed location. 

Xe1c 80NU1 TVaJes-
Be.gH 
C'Ien Innes 
:Smithtown 

(,J11 eensfond--
::l[:1ckay (already in operation ) 

Sout:h A.11.stnt.lia.-
Penola _. 

Taa-rna.nia
Quee11stown 

Power 
(watts). 

10,000 
10,000 
10,000 

2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

l'JWl'OSED NEW LOW POWER STATIONS. 
Proposed loca tion . 

Ac1.c. Nouth lFabes
..:\.r111idale 
Canberra _. 
l\lnrwillumbah 
\\'ollongo11g 

l i.c/01·ia.
Bend-io-o 
vV arn~amiboo l 

()ucens land-C. 
Gym,pie 
Southport . _ 

So·u th .1ustraliar
l\·H . Gambier 
l't. pncoln (already in operation) 
Renmark __ 
\Voomera .. 

1Vesforn Australiar
A lba.ny 
Northam 

Power 
(watts) . 

200 
200 
200 
200 

200 
200 

200 
200 

200 
200 
200 

50 

200 
200 

PROPOSED INGREAN1'~S IN FOWER TO 50,000 WATTS. 

.\"cir South \Fales
~CJ( Cumnock 
2)l.R Grafton 
2BL Sydney 
2FC Sydney 

Vioto1 iu-
;~WV Dooen 
:L\H Melbourne 
:~LO Melbourne 

()ncenslarid-
4QR Brisbane 
4QN Townsville 

f:!oiith Australia----
5CL Adelaide 

lYestem Australia
GWF Perth 
6WA Wagin 

l'HOT'OSED INCirn:ASES IN POWER 

~Yew South Wales-
2< '0 Corowa 
2S A N cw castle 
21\C Newcastle 

l "·ictoria~ 
301 Sale 

(Ju ee-ns land-
4QL Longr e:1ch 
1QB Pialba 
4RK Rockhampton 

Nouth .t ustralia----
5AN Adelaide 
uC'K Crystal Brook 

l l'rn/ crn A.ttstralia-
0\VN Perth 

'Pa SHl(i'J'l iar-

77.L H obart 
7ZH Hobart 
7XT K elso 

Power 
(watts). 

from 10,000 
from 7,000 
from 10,000 
from 10,000 

from 10,000 
from 10,000 
fr nm 10,000 

from 10,000 
from 7,000 

fr<>m 4,000 

from 3,400 
from 10,000 

TO 10,000 WATTS. 
Power 

(watts) .· 

from 7,500 
from 2,000 
from 2,000 

from 7 ,000 

from 200 
from 2,000 
from 2,000 

from 2,000 
from 7,500 

from 1,000 

from 2,000 
from 500 
from 7,000 

r:WPOSED INCREASES IN POWER TO 2,000 WATTS. 

GDR Darwin 
UPA. Port ::Yioresby 

Power 
(watts) . 

from 200 
from 500 
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47. '.l'he complete implementatio11 of the foregoing 
proposals would, it is estimated, result in 94.5 per cent. 
of t~e popu~ation of the Commonwealth being able to 
receive ,contmuously, without any serious interference 
at least one national programme, whilst 68 per cent' 
would have available to them contilmously satisfactory 
receptio1.1 of . two national_ programmes. During the 
hours of darkness, approximately 99 per cent. of the 
total population would have the choice of two of the 
Uoll!-mission's programmes from medium frequency 
sta~10ns. ln addition, the improved signal to noise 
ra~10 would ensure that better listening conditions are 
enJoyed by many thousands of listeners. 

48. As was mentioned m the Hoard's l::lecond Hepurt, 
the proposal to employ higher power for national 
broadcasting stations is in conformity with the trend 
m overseas countries. .For instance Uanada with a 
somewhat similar area and populat10n to 1~ustralrn 
is providing for the installation of fourteen 50,000-wa t~ 
transmitters. New Zealand, with a limited area and 
.LJOpulation to serve, already has two 60,000-watt 
stat10ns, and 24 stations of 100,000 watts or more ar8 
planned by countries in the Pacific region. Thede 
stations will be operating within the same band of 
frequencies as Australian stations-and the Board ha<> 
information that some will be using the same 
frequencies as A.ustralian stations- and unless corre
sponding action is taken to increase the level of power 
of broadcasting stations in the Commonwealth there 
is a distinct danger that the high power trans~itte1 s 
of some of these countries will adversely affect the graj e 
of reception of Australian listeners. 

49. In view of these observations concerning the 
desirability of increasing the power of .A.ustralia11 
stations, some explanation is necessary o.f the propoaal 
to establish several new national stations which wil t 
operate on a power of 200 watts. The use of such 101\' 

power for national stations is a departure from previou~ 
practice, but it is necessary because of the fact that 
the stations concerned will be required to operate 011 

shared channels, under conditions which will necessitate 
the use of the very low power proposed. However, thc,;c 
stations are intended to serve small areas with a h it;·li 
density of population which do not at present rece:.\ t' 
a satisfactory service. The 50-watt stat ion at Woomei a 
id a special ·case, being required to sene only a smali 
population in a restricted area. 

50. After discussions with the Board, the J\iiinistel', 
in accordance with sect ion 6K (1.) of the Act, appron;d 
in principle of the Board's plans for the development 
of the N ational .Service, on the understanding that the 
Board would consult the Postmaster-General's Depart 
ment, which will, under the Act, be re., ponsible for the 
establishment and operation of the nmv stations :ind 
for increasing the power of existing transmitters, and 
also with the Australian Broadcasting Commission fer 
the purpose of enabling the Commission to consider 
the plans in relation to its policy in respect of p1· )
grammes. · I n confoNUity with the Mini.-:tc;'.s direction, 
the Board consulted the Department and the Commis
sion. The Director-General, Posts and Telegraphs, 
subsequently indicated his general agreement with t he 
Board's proposals for developing the N ational Service. 
The Commission also signi£.ed its concurrence with tlt\ 

m.casures which are contemplated after the Board h ad 
n~sured the Commission that consideration won ld i"l( 

given to the possibility of allocating frequency f'hanncls 
for additional stations which would enable the Commis
sion to provide a third programme (in addition to th0 
present " national" and" interstate " programmes) , at 
least in the most densely populated regions of tl1r 
Com:monwealth. The Board fully appreciates the ke0n 
desire of the Commission to provide a thir d programme. 
hut many complex problems would h ave to be solw rl 
be£ore technical facilities could be provided for an 
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auluLww:d network of national stations. .i! I'vill 

llli es,lgat10ns wlnch have already been made, it is 1a1ny 
elil:ent m at it would be extremely ditlicult, ii maew 
n; wern praetwabie, to allocate cnanne.k; tor a t.t.unl 
i.ugil-powernd nat10nal stat10n 111 each capital city. Tile 
l HJUi'Ll is eontmuing its .study of the quest10n, the solu
"1011 01 i1"1wll may ue found in new developments in 
tlie .i:l..ustralian broadcastmg structure such as the 
.,y11chro11izat1011 of stations or the use of very high 
J i·equeneies for broadcasting purposes. 

61. I t was the Board's original intention, subject to 
the provision of the necessary funds by the Government, 
tha.t the .LJlan outlined above should be completed within 
a period of six years, but in view of the need for 
economy in the use of man-power and materials under 
existing circumstances, some revision of .the works 
programme will be necessary. This matter was under 
coruideration by the Minister in consultation with the 
Board and the Post Office at the close of the year, but 
the Board is confident that it will be found practicable 
to complete the work most urgently required in the 
public interest within a reasonable time, even though 
the remainder of the plan has to be deferred until 
conditions may be more propitious than at present. 
I n the meantime, both the Board and the Post Office 
are proceeding with the detailed preliminary planning 
of the var ious proposals and considerable progress has 
already been made in the selection and acquisition of 
suitable sites for new stations and for the re-location 
oi certain of the existing national transmitters. 

52. The existing sites of station.s 5CL and 5.A.N 
.'1..delaide, and 7ZL and 7ZR Hobart, are unsuitable for 
the use of the higher power which is contemplated for 
these four stations, and "it will be necessary to move 
them to new sites further from the centres of Adelaide 
and Hobart than at present so as to prevent difficulties 
whieh would otherwise arise from excessive field 
strengths in densely populated areas. New sites have 
been selected in both cities. It is proposed also to 
acquire a new site for station 4QN Townsville, the 
station building and main transmitter of which were 
unfortunately destroyed by fire on 26th May, 1951. A 
temporary service on a low-power emergency transmitter 
is being provided by 4QN at the present time, but it 
is proposed to instal the new 50,000-watt transmitter 
at another site which, besides ensuring the more efficient 
Jtse of the high power, will be easier of access for the 
staff employed at the station. 

' 
PLANS F OR T H E DEvBr.OPME NT o F T H E O oMMERCIAI. 

BROADCASTING S E RVICE. 

Increased Power. 
53. After some general observations as to the desir

ability of increasing the power of broadcasting stations 
in the Commonwealth, the Board, in its Second Annual 
Heport, explained that it intended, as a first stage in 
its plans for developing the Commercial Broadcasting 
Ser vice, to improve conditions in areas which were 
being served by low-powered stations operating on 
s}1ared frequency channels. With only two exceptions 
(7HO and 7HT H obar t ), all these stations are located 
on tsi.de metropolitan areas and the studies which had 
been made by the Board had shown clearly that there 
was ample justification for allocating improved operat
ing conditions to them as a matter of urgency. 

:14. The question of the power of stations operating 
in e:tpital cities and those using exclusive channels in 
country cli.,rricts raises complex issues of a technical and 
administrative nature (some of which are discussed 
in paragraphs 80-91 of the Board's S econd Report) and 
it was con;::idered desi rable not to reach any conclusions 
concc.rning their operating power until the matter had 
heen fnrtl1er examined and some experience had been 
gained of th€ 1Fe of higher power hy the shared channel 
stations. 



i.>5. The Board approached the problem of power 
for the shared channel &tations with a desire to authorize 
Lhe maximum possible power, consistent with technical 
requirement:; and other relevant considerations, and 
decided to proceed on the basis that- . 

(a) the e4isting ceiling of 2;000 watts for com
mercial stations would, for the time being, 
be retained; 

(b) increa&es would be granted with as little dis
turbance as poi!s1ble to existing frequency 
allocations; 

( c) equitable operating relationships between 
competing stations would be preserved; and 

( d) protection against co-channel interference 
would be a1torded to the 2.5 millivolt/metre 
contour. 
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For the purpose of allocating higher povver to stations 
operating 011 bharcd channels in country districts in 
accordance with this plan, it was necessary for the 
Board to adopt certaiii provisional standards for the 
allocation of powe1· and fre.quencies, particulars of which 
were supplied to the Australian :Federation of Com
mercial Broadcasting Stations. In a subsequent report, 
the Board will publish revised .standards for the allo
cation of power and frequencies to all medium wave 
stations. 

56. In determining the power of individual stations, 
due regttrd had to be paid also to the provisions of an 
agreement between the Commonwealth and New 
Zealand, in accordance with which restrictions are 
imposed 011 the power which may be used by Ailstralian 
stations on pertain frequency channels. (Particulars 
of the agreement with New 'Zealand are contained in 
pal'agraph 70.) 

57. '!he Board communicated with the licensees of 
commercial stations outlining its intentions in regard 
to the question of power and invited them to submit 
their views concerning the operating power of their 
stations. Having considered their observations and 
undertaken further investigations, the Board tentatively 
determined the power which it considered appropriate 
for each station operating on a shared channel and 
notified the licensees concerned of the increase proposed 
for their stations. The licensees were invited to com
ment on the proposals. Following a :final review of 
the whole question, during which special attention was 
i::aid to the representations which had been made by 
licensees, the Board made formal determinations in 

f • I 
pursuance o .sect10n 56 of the Act, of the operating 
power to be used by all shared channel stations with 
the exception of four in respect of which a decisi~n has 
not yet been reached pending further inquiries. 

58. Details of the Board's determinations are given 
in Appendix "0 ". Summarized, the position is that 
increased power has been authorized in the case of 56 
stations to the extent indicated hereunder-

From 100 watt• to 500 watts 2 
200 " 500 " 6 
300 500 1 
mo ,, i,ooo 2 
200 " 1,000 12 
300 " " 1,000 3 
500 ,, " 1,000 12 
100 " 2,000 1 
200 " 2,000 4 
300 ., 2,GGO 1 
5-00 " 2,000 10 

1,000 ., 2,000 2 

Jn addition, the Board has authorized six stations (:five 
on a normal operating power of 1,000 watts and one on 
a normal operating power of 500 watts) to use 2,000 
watts during daylight hours, the need to reduce power 
at sunset in these cases being due either to technical 
considerations or to the provisions of the N ew Zealand 
agreement. 

[1\?, Although the licensees of six lltations at first 
showed some reluctance to give ettect to the Board's 
de01s1011s mcniasmg the power of their stat10n.s, the 
action which has iJeen taken by the Board has met with 
the general approval o1 .liroaucasters. At tne time this 
rel'ol't was beu.g prepared, 1l!teen stations were already 
operatrng on tne mgncr power which lias been approved, 
and two nad eHecteu mcreases to an mtermediatH level 
pendrng tne repiacement of existmg equipment. In 
auu1t10n, one .stat10n, ±or which .lngner aay-time power 
only was approved, had effected the increase. 

60. 'l'he result of the Board's plan for increase<l 
power tor snared cnannel stations (mcmctmg tne two 
.LLOIJart stat10ns) 1s ver·y sut><>tantial. '.lll6 whole 
structure 01 country broadcastmg has been changed. 
lnscead of a7 statwns operatrng on power below :'JOO 
watts, there will, when effect has been given to all 
approved rncreases, be only one stat10n with power 
leos tnan 5vU watts, and m that case the restnct10n 
is directly d.ue to tne terms of the agreement with 
1\i ew Zearnnd. J:'rev10us1y, tllere were 0111y tour stations 
operntmg with power of 1,000 watts, but when the pian 
·& cornpit.ted, tiiere wlll be al stations on that power. 
Most important, however, is that whereas prev10usly 
there were omy toul' snared cnannel stations, all of 
·wtuch were located in Western Australia1 operating 
with :J,UUU watts, there >vill now be ~:J such stations 
and .six others will be using that power during dayagnt 
hours. · 

61. All these stations have, in consequence of the 
higher power a1locat10n, been placed in a more satisfac
toq competitive poslt10n compared with tl1e clear 
channel _ stat10ns, both in met1'opolitan and country 
d1stncts, a condition which should enable them to 
provide a better service to listeners. From a tecJ:micai 
point of view, the higher power will permit a stronge1· 
signal to be laid down within the service area of each 
station and it will to some extent enlarge their coverage 
uLirrng daytime. These advantages, coupled with tne 
fact tnat licensees are being required to instal up-to-date 
transnutting equipment and to erect efficient radiating 
structures, will have the general effect of substantially 
improving the present standard of reception. 

FURTHER ACTION NECESSARY. 

6:J. The Board is continuing the review of the 
operating conditions of shared channel country stations 
as experience has already indicated that in some cases 
furthe1· changes may still be necessary. The 
practicability oi effectmg greater improvements is now, 
however, more complicated and may involve additional 
frequency changes. Concurrently, the Board is 
examining the position of the stations operating on 
clear channels, both country and metropolitan. Apart 
from technical considerations, there are a number of 
difficult economic problems associated with this ques
tion and it is evident that the stability of the whole 
i:;ommercial service could quite easily be affected by 
any decisions which are reached. Whilst the Board is, 
therefore, approaching the matter with caution, it hopes 
to be in a position at a reasonably early date to 
determine its policy in regard to the operating p~wer 
of the clear channel stations. The Board has kept 
the Australian Federation of Commercial Broadcasting 
Stations informed, through the Liaison Committee 
appointed by the Federation to con£er with the Board, 
of the procedure which it was following in connexion 
with its review of the operating power of commercial 
stations. 

AnnrTIONAL O oMME!WIAL BRoADOAs'rING S·rATIONs. 

ll3. As in the case of the National Broadcasting 
Serviee, the Board has reached the conclusion that, in 
addition to increasing the operating power of com
mercial broadcasting stations, it will be necessary to 
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~stablish some additional stations in order to extend 
the Commercial Broadcasting Service to certain areas 
of the Commonwealth which cannot be adequately 
served by any of the existing stations even after their 
power has been increased. 

64 . . \.s was mentioned in the Board's Second Report, 
the possibility of licensing additional commercial 
stations is mainly dependent upon the availability 0£ 
frequency channels and during the year the Board h as 
carefully examined the position in this regard for t11e 
purpose of ascertaining what additional channels c::in 
be reserved for use by new ~ommercial stations. The 
Board is now satisfied that it will be practicable to 
allocate some channels for use by new commercial 
stations although in most cases they will have to share 
a cliannel with another station, or stations, under 
conditions which wil1 give them a more restricted i1ight
time coverage than that of most existing stations. 

65. The allocation of frequencies does not present 
the same difficulties in the case of Western Australia 
a., in the other St:ites because of the geog;raphical 
sPnaration between Western Australia and the eastn1·n 
States and also the time dffrrence of two hours. The 
Board has therefore been fable to make very definite 
progress in resnect of the expansion of the IJomrnercial 
Servire · in Western Australia and, following the 
inve::ti1rations which were made in th:it State ( sen 
para.gr,aph 10), it recommended to the Minister that 
licences should be granted for new commercial 
stations:-

(a) in the Bridg:etow,,-Maniimup ::irea to W.A. 
Broadcasters Proprietarv Limited, t11e 
licensee of stations 6TX Perth, 6MD 
Merredin and 6WR Ka tanning: 

(h) at a site to he selected in thP northrrn whe:1t 
belt to Ni<'hol,on.~· J,imitrd. 1icensPe 0f 
~tntions 6PR Perth, 6CI Collie and 6TZ 
B11nbury; . 

( c) at Albany, to a licensee yet to be selected. 
The Mini!'tf~r accent.rd the recommenrt!'ltion of the 
Board. which is confident that the e~t.:i hlif'hment of 
the.or. three ailditional stations will resnlt in tlrn Pl'OVi
sion o+ a ~atisfart·""" commercial RPrvi<'e to most of 
t110se lif'teners in Western A 11str111i A. who are not at 
pre~ent assureil of c0nsistently reliable reception from 
any commercial station. 

66. The Board has alRo rNtrhPd tentative con r>l,,.,ions 
r>onrerninl1' the most suitable lo,..:itions for ad.iitiona l 
ron1tnie1·riAl "tati0n" in p:i,otern State::< Arni at the euil 
of t11e neri0<l to whif'h this renort rehi t"" WFIQ mHRui11g: 
its invr,,ti1Y<>tions into the matter, whi<'h b Fts to br 
"Prv <'flref11lhr ,,t,11died from many ::mgles in orr1er that 
thr fpw fl."fl;l <>hlR C'b fl nnels may be put to the bc1st 
11.~e i.n the public interest. 

ALLOCATION OF FREQUENCIES. 

67. }fan:v rPferenees hflve hPen m11 <1e in this renort 
tr the fact that onl:v a limited nmn her of frecrnew;y 
cliannels are available for broartNisting purposes and 
in this connexion attention is invited to nri.ra"ranhs 
101 to 109 of the Second Annual Report of the Board, 
in which some information was given concerni11g thr 
manner in which frequencies for all types of radio 
servif'e.Q nre regulated on an international basis under 
the Intnn11 t ional 'l'elecommunica tions Convention. It 
¥as nointeil 011t that under the Oonventi.on. bands of 
frrm1Rncies ha<l heRn set aside for broadcasting purnoses 
rrt 011ly in the medium frequency band, most commonly 
11 sed for broadcastinis, but also in special bandR usil r1 
for tl'Opical broadcasting and for hilYh frermenr.y 
(short-wave) st ations. At the time the Second Renort 
;vas written, the allor>:ition of high freouency chanll81s 
was bein g considered by an Internation q 1 (1 ,..,,fr,,,. .. ,,.,. 
~t R11 pallo and 1t further conference at the Hagnl.' had 

been proposed for September, 1950, at which all 
frequency lists were to be ratified. This latter con
ference (known as an Extraordinary Administratirn 
Radio Conference) was postponed until August, 19jl, 
and in view of its great importance to Australian broa<l · 
casting, the Board arranged that its .Assistant Director 
Techuieal Serviecs Division (Mr. D. McDonald) should 
he one of the Australian representatives. The con
ehisions of tbe Conference which was held at Geneva 
\Vere not available at the time this report was being 
written but the indications are that a satisfactory 
solution of most outstanding matters is likely to result . 

68. Apart from the international agreements, it hao 
been found desirable by some countries to enter into 
special agreements con.cerning the use, in the area in 
which they are situated, of the medium frequencie.s 
which are reserved for broadcasting stations, in order 
to avoid undue interference between their respective 
stations. Thus, most E uropean countries have a special 
r•greement eovering the use of channels in the medium 
frequency broadcasting band and a similar agreement 
tegulates the use of these frequencies in North American 
countries. 

69. The Australian and New Zealand Administrations 
also found it necessary to confer on this matter, and 
the outcome was an agreement, made between the 
Commonwealth and New Zealand in 1948, whid1 
limited the permissible operatin~ power of many 
Australian stations to levels which the Board subse
quently found to be insufficient to meet the needs of the 
expanded broadcasting service which it contemplated. 
,\ccordinz1y, the N cw Zealand Government was 
reanested to consider a revision or the 1948 Agreement . 
and as a result a conference was held. in We1lin°'ton 
in October, 1950, between the Australian and N ew 
Zea land .Afl111i11:str<>tions, the Australian delegation 
h :in?.' ]\fr. H. W. Hyett, · representing the Post Office. 
" lld :M:essrs. D. McDonald, Assistant Director, Technical 
Services Division, and J. M. Donovan, Assist ant 
Secretary, representing the Board . 

70 . .After considerable negotiation, a new agreement 
was signed, the principal features of which in relation 
to the Australian broadcasting services were-

( n) So far as New Zealand is concerned, Aus
tralia has complete freedom with respect to 
chan11Pls not ocr.11nied b:v Dominion stations, 
i.e., 62 of the 107 channels in the medium 
frequency broadcasting band. 

(b) The maximum power which may be allocated 
to stations in either country on the 45 
channels used jointly was determined. 

( c) New Zealand a!!'reed to increases in the power 
of 33 Australian commerrial stations, in 
regard to which limitations had been 
imno.oed by the previous agreement: and 

( d) Provision was made for the use of hiR"hsr 
power by commercial capital city and clear 
channel country stations. in the event of the 
Board's invi'stiirntions of the power of these 
stations indicating that increases sho11ld be 
approved. 

Thr new agreement still imposes restrirtions on the 
power of stations operating on certain channels. ~\;; 
mentioned in parwraph 56, these restrictions have 
nrevented the Bo-ard from increasing the nower of some 
~0mmPrriril stations to the extent which it wonld 
nth0~·v,ise have been prepared to permit. 
. ,._,.. I 

STANDARDS FOR THE TECHNICAL EouIPMENT AND 

OPERATION OF BROADCASTING .STATIONS. 

71. The Postmaster-General's Dep:irttr>ent nnder
ta kes the nrmri.sion and oneration of all terhnical 
services associated with the transmission of -pro
i:rrammeA from national stations and tbe licensees of 



commer,cial stations are responsible for the provision 
of satisfactory technical facilities for the radiation of 
their programmes. It is, however, the function of the 
Board, under section 6K. (1.) of the Act, to ensure that 
the technical equipment and operation of all broad
easting stations are in accordance with snch standards 
nnd practices as the Board considers to be appropriate. 
In pursuance of this obligation, the Bciarr1 has pre· 
pared standards for the te.clmical equipment and opera
tion of medium frequency broadcasting stations. 

72. The draft standards were discussed with Post 
Office Engineers and the Technical Committee of the 
Australian Federation of Commercial Broadcasting 
Stations and, having been reviewed in the light of 
observations ·which were made, the Standar<ls were 
finally adopted by the Board. · Some idea of the wide 
scope of the Standards can be obtained from the Table 
of Contents ·which appears in Appendix "D ", and 
copies of the Standards may be obtained on application 
to the office of the Board. The purpose of the Stan
dards is to ensure that Australian broadcasting stations 
are operated in a~cordance with modern engineering 
practices and the Board is confident that the efficiency 
of the system will benefit considerably from the im
proved operating conditions which will result. The 
new transmitters which have been, or are being, 
installed following the Board's author ization of the use 
of higher power by commercial broadcasting stations 
comply with the Standards. 

UNATTENDED OPERATION OF BROADCASTING STATIONS. 

73. In paragraph 112 of the Board's Second Report, 
it was stated that the Board had approved in principle 
of the introduction of "remote control", or the un
attended operation of transmitters, on conditions which 
were to be prescribed in the Standards mentioned in 
the foregoing paragraph. The Board has now 
authorized five licensees of commercial stations to 
introduce this system of operation and several other 
stations have submitted applications for permission to 
do so. 

N. The operation of modern standard broadcast 
transmitters is so reliable that with appropriate safe
guards re:r;note control may be authorized without any 
serious risk of interruption to the service of a station. 
The principal safeguards required by the Board in this 
regard are-

( a) the equipment to be used must be satisfactory 
with respect to supervision and control 
devices and protection against faults; 

(b) stand-by transmitters with satisfactory 
arrangements for change-over in the event 
of a fault must be provided, except in 
spe,cial cases approved by the Board ; 

( c) a qualified technician must be available at 
short notice to attend to any fault which 
occurs. 

75. Representations against the introduction of un
attended operation of broadcast transmitters were 
made to the Board by the Professional Radio 
Employees' Institute, which expressed the fear that it 
would result in unemployment for certificated tech
nicians. The Board carefully considered the views of 
the Institute but it came to the conclusion that the 
issue which it had raised was of an industria.l character, 
quite disfnct from the purely technical question which 
alone concerned the Board, of the method of operation 
of broadcastin~ stations. The Board could see no 
valid reason for postponing the introduction of the 
" remote control " of transmitters, which was already 
operating satisfactorily in the National Service, 
especially as licensees who had applied for per
mission to use unattended transmitters had informed 
the Board that they did not contemplate any reduction 
in the number of certificated technicians employed by 
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them. I t is the policy of the Board to require an 
adequate staff of properly qualified technicians to be 
employed at each station and approval for the intro
duction of unattended operation at particular stations 
has been granted subject to this requirement being 
ohserve<l. 

: ;vxcHTW'\'I!'.ED OrEH\TION OF BuoADCASTING .STATIONS. 

7 G. The tests which had been arranged by the Board, 
in collaboration with the Post Office, for the purpose 
of investigating the possible application to Australian 
conditions of synchronized operation of two or more 
sU1tions on tbe same frequency channel have unfortu
nately been delayed by the regrettable fire which 
occurred on 26th May, 1951, at national station 4QN 
Townsville. Some of the equipment which had been 
designed, and manufactured, by the Department for the 
tests was destroyed by the fin:>. and will have to be re
placed before they can be continued. Some laboratory 
work was carried out during the year with the aid of 
the Post Office, with the object of determining whether 
it would be practicable to operate stations transmitting 
the same programmes on the same channel but without 
the close frequency tolerances required in normal syn
ch:·onized operation whiyh involve the. use of expensive 
equipment for control of the frequency. It was con
cluded that there was not much to be gained by exploit
ing this possibility, as any reduction in the close fre
quency tolerances would cause a reduction in, night 
service area of synchronized stations, approaching that 
existing with normal co-channel operation with separate 
programmes. · 

FREQUENCY MODULATION-VERY HIGH FREQUENCY 

BROADCASTING. 

77. The existing services on the medium frequencies 
and high frequencies (short wave) are, at the present 
time, providing programmes which may he received on 
more than 2,00Q,000 radio .sets, designed for reception 
of stations operating on those .frequm1cies: The Board 
has, therefore, considered it desirable to concentrate on 
the improvement of the existing services, which are 
providing reasonably satisfactory reception for most 
of the people of the Commonwealth, before contemplat
ing 1he introduction of new .services on the very high 
frequencies. 

78. The Board is aware that great practical benefits 
have been derived from the use of the very high fre
quencies in the United .States of America and in Europe 
and that the British Broadcasting Corporation has con
ducted extensive tests, as a preliminary to their use in 
Great Britain on a basis ye t to be determined. The 
British Broadcasting Committee 1949 (the Beveridge 
Committee ) expressed the view that the exploitation of 
these frequencies could improve broadcasting in Britain 
in two important directions, "that of .securing more 
nearly complete coverage for the present programmes 
of the British Broadcasting Corporation and that of 
increasing the diversity of programmes". 

79. The Board realizes that somewhat similar 
advantages could result from the use of very high fre
r,uencies in Australia and, in the development of its 
plans for the improvement of the broadcasting services 
of the Commonwealth, it is keeping in mind the possible 
lJeneilt~ to be derived f~on;i this form of broadcasting as 
an adJ1mc.t to the ex1stmg system. The matter is 
however one which must be very exhaustively considered 
from both the technical a11d economic angles. The 
i ~ :trodurtion of high frequency broadcasting would 
rncess:tate noany major readjustments in the existing 
hrnadea<;ting system and in the manufacturing industrv 
and listener8, if they desired to obtain the be.st results; 
would have to acquire new receivers or spend a substan
tial sum to have their existing receivers adapted for 
J'(.Ception on very high frequencies. 
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SO. In the meantime, the frequency modulation 
,-:tations in Sydney, Melbourne and .A.delaide, pa~ticul~rs 
of \vhich are contained in .Ll.ppendix "B '', are still bemg 
operated on an experimental basis. 

TELEVISION. 

81. Before the c:osc of the year coYcrc•.l by the 
Board's Second Heport, the Governrnei:t. ha~, on 27th 
.J tme, 1950, reached the following dec1s10n m respect 
of teleYision :-

(a) That television be developed on a gradual 
scale only in Australia ; . 

(b) that initially a National Television Service 
1be e;;;tablished in Sydney; 

( c) that one commercial television licence be issued 
in Sydney and Melbourne and in any oth~r 
capital city where it is felt that the appli
cant's capacity to provide a service justified 
the issue of a licence; 

( d) as experience in the technical and programme 
aspects of television is obtained, c:onsidera
tion be given to the extension of the National 
Television .Service to other ·capital cities and 
to the larger provincial centres. 

In announcing the dec'ision of the Government, tho 
}fiuister stated that the whole qnestion of television 
had to he approached for the time being on an experi
mental ba~is in view of the novel problems whici1 would 
be encountered and the great expense which had to be 
incurred. 

82. On 28th August, 1930, the Minister established a 
Television Advisory Committee consisti11g of the 
Director-Gencnl, Posts and Telegraphs, the Chairman 
of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, and the 
Chairman of the Board. Tenders were invited on 7th 
September, 1950, for the station which is to be estab
lished in .Sydney. The tender schedule covered trans
mitting and studio equipment, including cameras as 
well as mobile equipment for outside programmes, film 
recording and processing equipment, and outdoor 
aerial supports. It was specified that the transmitter 
should have a power output of 5 kilowatts and that the 
transmitter would operate in the frequency band 17 4 to 
216 Mc/ s. The specifications for the station were 
prepared in conformity with the standards determined 
bv the Board in pursuance of section 6K.(1.) (b ) of the 
ict, particulars of which were contained in Appendix 
"D" of the Board's Se.cond Report. 

83. In December, 1950, the Minister, adopted a 
recommendation of the Television Advisory Committee, 
that a small ·committee of officers should investigate 
television developments overseas, particularly in 
Canada, the United States and Great Britain, the pri
mary purpose of the mission being to obtain information 
on matters relating to the establishment of the pro
posed national television station in .Sydney and its 
operations during the experimental period. The com
mittee comprised Mr. C. J. A. Moses, General Manager 
of the Australian Broadcasting Commission, Mr. J. M. 
Donovan, Assistant Secretary (Television), Australian 
Broadcasting Control Board, and Mr. J. H. T. Fisher, 
Divisional Engineer of the Postmaster-General's 
Department. The committee was absent from Australia 
from the 17th February, 1951, until the 2nd May, 1951, 
and at the time this report was being prepared, the 
results of their investigations were receiving considera
tion by the Television Advisory Committee. 

Av AILABILITY OF FREQUENCY CHANNELS. 

S4. For the purpose of securing sufficient chanmils 
for the ultimate development of television in 
accordance with the policy outlined in paragraph SJ. 
the Board has continued its studies into the availability 
of suit.able frequencies, cons11lting, where necessary, 

other Government bodies operating services in the very 
high frequency band. In its ~e~ond Annual Report, 
the Board indicated that w1thm two years th·c,.;e 
frequency channels would be available bet~een. 178 and 
204 Mc/ s., that after five years (that is, from 1st 

. January, 1955) there would be five c~annels availahle 
betwren 17-t aJJd 21 0 M c/ s., and that. if necessary, two 
channels could be allocated for tc1e.-ision stat~'Jll:' 
between 90 and 108 Mc/s. in the band reserved for 
frequency modulation broadc~sting, sharin~, if ne.c..is
sary, with frequency modulat10n broadcastmg sta~1?ns 
operating at appropriate distances from the telev1s1011 
stations. 

85. During the year, there were further negotiati~ns 
between the Board and the other Go".ernment bod1es 
concerned with the result that two additional chamwls 
have bee~ reserved for television, namely, 44-51.5 
Mc/e.. and 62.5-70 Mc/s., the former for . use in 
State capital cities and the latter for use 111 tho~a 
citiep, and also in country areas. These channels w1l1 
be ava ilable from 1st January, 1956, and they will bC' 
shared with other radio services operating in localities 
where they-will not be capable of causing interfereme 
with televiRion stations. The Board realizes that the 
use of a television channel at a frequency as low aJ 
44 Mc/ s. may have some. disadvantages from ~he 
point of view of the manufacturer who wishes to design 
a receiver for reception on only a few channels located 
as close to.!!e.ther as is practicable in the frequency 
Bpectrum. Moreover, the use of such a low frequency 
presents some difficulties in connexion with the ,oelection 
of a suitable inter:mediate freauency. The Board mm;t. 
howevrr. ensure the availabilitv of sufficient channels 
to permit of the efficient de,;eloprnent of television 
throug11out the Commonwealth. 

8fl. The very high frequencies allocated to the Aus
tralian region' for · broadcasting (including television) 
are, under international aQ"reement, located in ,0 enarate 
parts of the spectrum, and while some re-arramrement 
of the al1ocation of these bands in Australia is 
practic9 ble. the difficulties which would be encounte•·ed 
in re-arranging other services to permit of the alloca
tion of all television channels in one part of the 
spertrum would be very great indeed. It is unde0 irab.1e 
to have two stations on adiacent channels 1or11t11d rn 
the same citv berause of the difficultv in designing a 
receiver sufficiently selective to senarate the transmis
sioIM from two such stations. This was one of the 
considenitions which led to the separation of the two 
channels between 44 anil. 70 Mc/ s. by a band of 
11 M'c ls. as this arran!!"ement w<rnld allow the use 
of both the channels in one cani.tal city. In the 
choice of these two channels comideratio·n was given 
also to tJie possibility of interference from other 
service~ , in particular the harmonics of amateur tr~ns
rr;UPrs whirh may be operating near television 
rPneiYP."R. The channels chosen avoid the serond 
h11rm011ic of the 28-29.7 Mc/s. amateur band, which 
fall at. !l6-5!H Mc/s. 

R7. The receiver designer's reluctance to allow for 
the 11se of a number of channels located in widely 
""n81·~ted parts of the spectrum has been overcome i:n 
tlir United States of America. where a ,oimilar wrran\!'e
rn.ent of channels is emoloyed, by a number o.f di ·ffe-r1:mt 
niethod s. One of these, a turret tnner, is findinp; 
v• rtic1,]ar favour in both the United States of Amerit>a 
and among; Austral;an radio engineers. For the 
fliffere1: t channels, this system employs a numb.er of 
roils rnounted on a turret, which is rotated to switch 
the coils, appropriate to a particular channel, into 
circuit. 

88. During the year, the plans which were made in 
the United States of America to use the ultra hii!h 
fr ermeney bands a hove 500 Mei s. have. been watched 
1Yith interest and it is felt that these development.<J 
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have confirmed the Board's oprn1on that the channels 
below 300 Mc/s. should be fully utilized before 
considering the ultra high frequency channels 
reserve.cl above 500 Me/s. The power outputs of trans
mitting tubes at present available are still limited to 
lower values for ultra high frequencies than for very 
high frequencies, and the range of an ultra higb 
frequency station is considerably lo"wer than that o~ a 
very high frequency station, for the _same effecti;c 
radiated power. Recent data published by tne 
Federal Communications Commission in the form of 
proposed standards for allocation of frequencies and 
powers of very high frequency and ultra high frequency 
television station; enable a comparison to be made for 
rural and city service. Assuming in all cases a povnff 
of 5kw with transmitting aerial power gain of 10 
and height 500 feet as tynical oper~ting conditi~ns, 
ll''erae-e rural ranges for ultra high frequencws, 
200 Mc/s.. and 60 Mc/s. would r espectively be 
33, 43 and !'\3 miles. The corresponding average ur1nm 
ranO'es would be 20 24 and 23 miles. The 11se of high 
freq,..,uenries, howev~r, permits a higher gain aerial 
for A O'iven vertical length of transmitting aerial, thus 
modifvinq the conrlusions which may be dra vn from 
t1.ese fhn1res. Another comparison ma<le by the J{:i,.'.l~o 
Oornoration of America as a result of teflts at theu 
exnerimentA 1 station at Bridgenort, United States of 
1\ m eri "a. indicates that, for equal pictnre ratin~ at. 
10 miles from the station. the 11ltra high freqnency 
r fl'ertive radiated power would need to be from 64 to 460 
timeR that at fl7 Meis. Alt.hough actual rangeR of 
televi.sion stations are dependent on m:my factors, suc}1 
as nower . tn111smitting Aerial gain a11d hei.ght and 
n:iti~re of the terrain. a11d, as a corn:\eouence, any com
P" ""io()n m11ot nene11<l to a co11sirfo;0 able extent on 
:irhitl"r>rv sel P,..t i()n of these factors. 1t won1d Bnpear 
that. fnr ri1ral ser vice at anv rate.. the verv high fre
nnen"iPs nre Rll'Oerior to the 11ltrR h:gh fremw.n cies and 
thr>t the rnaxim11rn proviQion o11"11ld be rnnde for exnloit
ir1!! the f1wJ'l1er frec111encieo. hefnre a1w consideration is 
irivPn t(\ the fi1t.11re. uRe of the lat.ter. Provision hag been 
11"flr1P f ()r te]Pvisinn Qtriti()no in t11e nltra high freanencv 
hR,.,rlo f "r fl 1'<111<1 nf 3!'\5 'M<' /s. which. it is comidered, 
shon1<l he s11fficient for developments in Anstral in for 
many yearR to come. 

T ELEVISION RECEIVERS . 

89. nmine: the year the Board has given considera
tion to tne nroblems whfoh manufacturers have to face 
in t'hP ilesil!'ll of television re<>eivers to onerate in 
ll"rorrl<>n ,..e wit.li th e ,qfan<lards determined by the 
R"ard f"r televiRion in this com1try. One uoint at 
ii'lsnP in this reRnert is the sele<'tion of suitable inter
merli<>te frMue11,,ie'l for uRe in television receivers, and 
con~irlp-rf!tion nf this m11tter wRs deferred when t he 
televisio.,., s+llnrlarfls WPl"A being determined became the 
mo'lt snitA hle interme<liate frenuencies are denendent 
on the frPnnen,-.v of the channels chosen for televisi.on . 
conN•rning whinh no such conrlusion liad been reache<l 
at the ti -me. The choire of interme<liate fre!llwncies 
is nl"imii.,.i]v a matter for individnal rnanufacturer.s, 
bnt the 'Rn<1r<l li as felt th11t it w011 l<l he in the p11 blic 
in terr.Rt if. having carefn llv investigated this problem, 
it urel"e to make appropriate recommendations to the 
industry. 

!lO. The views of the rereiver manufacturers on the 
sn:biert of the most suitable inter mediate frequencies 
have been as,certained by the Board and a considerable 
arnnnnt of stndv has been undertaken in the course of 
whieh overseas nrarticeR have been considered and the 
ar!vllntaP-e~ an<l rli•a <lv:rntages of several posRihle 
chnireR of' i"'termef!iate fren11en ries have been car efully 
am1lv.oe1l Th o. Board re"rhed the conrlusion that the 
most suitable choice would locate the picture and sound 
cnrrierR in the band 30-40 Yc/8. VaJueR in the 20-30 
Mc/s. band (as at present used in the United States 

of America) have certain attractions largely due to the 
advantages of absence of feedback: difficulties1 and the 
large guard band existing between the intermediate 
frequencies and the lowest carrier channel. This guard 
band should be as large as possible, to avoid feedback 
through the radio and intermediate frequency st ages, 
an d some consequent deterioration in video frequency 
l'Csponse, when operating o.n the lowest channel. There 
are, hO\vever, a number of high-power stations operat
ing in this band in Australia, not far from capital cities. 
It is desirable also to aYoid the 28-29.7 Mc/s. amateur 
band, because there are many amateur transmitter s of 
moderate power in capit al cit:es, and they are potential 
sources oI interference. T he use of inte.rmediate 
frequencies in the 20-30 Mc/s. band would also 
in volrn intermediate frequency harmonic interference. 
·with the second channel, and image interference 
between the 62.5-70 Mc/s. channel and the channels 
i :1 tlie 90-108 Mc/s. hand. The use of intermediate 
frequencies in the 40-50 Mc/ s. band (as is now 
being adopted in the United States of America) 
is impracticable if a channel as low as 44 Mc/s. i s 
employed. The remaining choice is in the 30-40 
Mc/~. hand, and intermediate frequencies can be 
choson there, to avoid image interference and the 
majority of the spurious responses and intermediate 
fre(Jlrnney barrn011ics which are likely to be ser ious. 
At the same time oscilla tor interference occurs in 
hunds 1i~elv to cause little interference to other services. 
Where oscillator interference from receivers tuned to 
one channel falls in other television channels, it is con
sidered possible to avoid interference by allocating 
such channels to stations in different districts. 

91. Th0se considerations of intermediate frequency 
selection are based on the assumption that a conven
tional receiver desig-n is employed. The Board, how
ever, is not unmindful of th e probability that a large 
percentage of receivers designed will be of the inter
r.arrier type which presents subsfantial advantages to 
the receiver designer. The problem, however , is not 
materially affected by this factor as the interme<liate 
frequencies chosen will be suitable for use with such 
receivers. The chief difference lies in the fact, that 
for the higher channels, oscillator frequencies can be 
below the channel frequencies, so that in these cases 
the oscillator can be in a different place in the fre
quency spe~trum. 

92. For the reasons mentioned above and a number of 
other more detailed considerations, th e Board is of the 
opinion that intermediate frequencies in the 30-40 
Mch. hand arr most suitable for recommendation t o 
the industry; but at the time this renort was being 
prepared, the snecific values for sound and picture 
ra niers were still under consideration. 

SYDNEY T ELEVISION STATION. 
9::1. In naragrnph 138 of the Board's Second Report, 

it was stated that a site had been selected for the 
national television station in Sydney at Gore Hill. 
Oo11sideration has been given to the height of trans
mitting aerial to be employed at this station. In order 
to cover the difficult terrain in the Sydney area, in 
which noor recention would be exnected in deep gullies 
some distance from the station, the transmitting aerial · 
height should be the maximum economically practic
able. According-ly, anproval was sought from the 
Department of Civil Aviation for the erection of a 
500-ft. mast on the selected site. While masts of 
P..Teater height are structurally nracticable, the er ec
tion of a higher ma.st, the Board felt. would involve too 
!!,Teat a waste of valuable snace in the already limited 
area of land available. The Civil Aviation Depart
ment has e:iven its approval for the erection of a mast 
not exceeding the proposed height of 500 feet above 
ground, which is equivalent to 820 feet above sea level. 
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PART IV.-PROGRAMME SERVICES. 

GENERAL CONSIDERATIONS. 

94. The Board is required by section 6K of the Act 
to ensure that adequate and comprehensive programmes 
are provided by broadcasting sta~i~:;is "to_ serve !he 
best interests of the general public . This function 
is to be discharged having regard to the specific obliga
tions also imposed by the Act on the Australian Bro~d
casting Commission and the licensees of commercial 
broadcasting stations, who have the primary respon
sibility for arranging and pr?ducing the program~es 
of the National and Commercial Broadcastmg Services 
respectively. Parliament has conferred on the Com
mission wide powers to take such measures as " in the 
opinion of the Commission, are conducive to the full 
development of .suitable broadcasting programmes" 
for transmission by National stations, and in the case 
of the commercial stations, it has prescribed that each 
licensee shall provide programmes " in such manner as 
to ensure, as far as practicable" that they are " to 
the satisfaction of the Board". 

95. Parliament has directed that the Board, in the 
exercise of its functions in relation to programmes, shall 
consult the Commission and the representatives of the 
commercial stations concerning programmes of the 
National and Commercial Broadcasting -Services 
respectively. 

96. As was indicated in its Second Annual Report, 
the general attitude of the Board to its responsibilities 
in respect of programmes is to collaborate with the 
broadcasters in a combined effort to secure what the 
Broadcasting Act 1942-1951 describes as the provision 
of adequate and comprehensive programmes to serve 
the best interests of the general public. Having regard 
to the different responsibilitie8 of the Commission and 
the licensees of commercial broadcasting stations, to 
which reference has bee.n made br:efly in paragraph 94, 
the Board's functions in respect of programmes relate 
primarily to the Commercial Broadcasting Service. 
Nevertheless, the Board is glad to report that there 
has been a free exchange of views with the Commission 
on many subjects and it acknowledges the helpful 
attitude of the Commission on many matters of mutual 
concern. The Board has reported -earlier (paragraph 
11), that it has arranged for regular consultations with 
the Liaison Committee of the A_ustralian Federation 
of Commercial Broadcasting Stations. 

97. In addition to the consultations which it has had 
with the broadcasters, the Board has conducted a limited 
amount of resear·ch into various aspects of programme 
services. For example, the study of audience measure
ment statistics has been developed for the purpose of 
investigating· some aspects of listening habits, trends 
in popularity of certain types of programme have been 
examined, and some special investigations have been 
made relating: to the broadcasting of new.;, parliamen
tary proceedings, and religious matter. In addition, 
the Board arranged for officers of the Programme 
Services Division to make inve.stigatiorni in the districts 
served by a number of commercial stations, 69 of which 
were visited during the year. 

98, The information which has been gathered as a 
result of these activities has led the Board to the 
conclusion that, with some ex·ceptions t o which reference 
will be made later , the programmes which are being 
broadcast by both national and commercial stations may 
be said to meet the direction of Parliament that ade" 
quate and comprehensive programmes should be 
broadcast. 

99. Details of -the prol!;rammes broadcast by the 
Commission are given in the Annual Report submitted 
by that body to Parliament. It is sufficient here 
to say that programmes are broadcast by each National 

station for an average of more than sixteen hours 
daily and that the service covers a very comprehensive 
range of intr,rests designed to serve listeners throughout 
tbe Commonwealth, with due regard to the particular 
requirement;; of listeners in the individual States. The 
service provided by the commercial stations can also be 
said to be aaequat-e in the sense that the great majority 
of station;; transmit vrogrammes each day from early 
morning until late at night. The quality of the pro
grammes of the Commercial Service varies consider· 
ably because much depends on the ability and 
enthusiasm of the individual managers, and the finan
cial resources of stations. There is, however, a general 
desire 011 the part of licensees to fulfil their obligations 
to provide satisfactory programmes and a willingness 
to -comply with suggestions from the Board to effect 
improvements in particular directions. 

100. Nearly every Australian home h as a broadcast 
receiver- at 30th June, 1951, ther e were 1,884,834 
listeners' licences in force-and if the abse110e of serious 
complaint concerning programmes can -be taken as a 
reliable criterion of their acceptability to the general 
public, there is justification for the view that on the 
whole listeners are well satisfied with the programmes 
which are available to them at the present time. 

101. In the succeeding paragraphs, the Board will 
comment in more detail on certain aspects of pro
grammes, with special reference to the particular 
responsib}lities imposed on it by the Act to-

( i ) ensure reasonable variety of programmes ; 
(ii) ensure that divine worship or other matter of 

a religious nature is -broadcast for adequate 
periods and at appropriate times and that 
no matter which is not of a religious nature 
is broadcast by a station during any period 
during which divine worship or other matter 
of a religious nature is broadcast by that 
station; 

( iii) ensure that facilities are provided on an equit
able basis for the broadcasting of political 
or controversial matter; 

(iv) determine the extent to which advertisements 
may be broadcast in the programme of 
any commercial broadcasting station; and 

( v) fix the hours of service of broadcasting 
stations, t-elevision stations and facsimile 
stations. 

V ARIETY OF PROGRAMMES. 

102. The oblii:rntion to ensure "reasonable variety 
of programmes " has been taken bv the Board to cover 
the contents of the nrogrammes of individual stations as 
wrll as the availability of alternative nrogrammes for 
listeners in partir11lar diRtricts. The Board's investi
. .rations clearly indicate that it is the practice of the 
Commission and the licensees of the maiority of the 
commercial broadca.sting- ~tatiom; to frame their nro
grammes in such a way that the differing tastes of their 
very numerous li$teners may, a.s far as practicable, be 
reasonably s.afo;fied throughout the day. In the case of 
some commercial stations, however, insufficient atten
tion appears to be paid to thi~ imnortant amert of 
programme planning: and the Board ha~ invited the 
attention of the licensees concerned to this considera
tion. 

103. Ohservations of the programmes of stations 
sit11ated in the ssme ]o,..alitv also reveal that their 
listeners have a reasonahle choice of items, except for 
.on1a1l periods each week, when events occlu which, 
because of their wide appeal to the great maiority of 
l istener~ . are includrfl in the pro1rrammes of more than 
0ne local station. There h11ve been some cnmnlaints. 
for example, that listeners who have no snecial int<'rn,st 
in !iport.ing programmes on Saturday afternoom heve 

• 



no .satisfactory alternative programme. The Board has 
given some consideration to this problem, in respect of 
which it is claimed by the broadcasters that the wry 
substantial audience for certain sporting broadca~ts 
fully justifies their inclusion in the programmes of more 
than one station, because the very large body of listeners 
who are interested in these programmes are entitled 
to a choice of commentators describing the events i11 
question, which a.re mainly horse races. iSome support 
for this view, it may be stated, is forthcoming frum 
audience measurement surveys, which suggest tha t, 
whilst there is a very numerous audience for each of 
the stations engaged in broadcasting the sporting 
events, the total audience for any alternative pro
grammes represents a very small minority. The Boa:·d 
proposes to have further discussions with the broad
easters on this particular matter because it feels that 
the minority, even if it does represent only a small 
percentage of listeners, is sufficiently numerous to 
Pxpect some acceptable alternative programme. The 
present position in this regard in the metropolitan 
areas is not serious. About 60 per cent. of the 
listeners in the Commonwealth reside in these areas, and 
at least one alternative programme is always available 
tc them even during those periods when many stations 
ue broadcasting sporting information. 

104. The Board feels that many of the complaints 
which are being made concerning the non-availability 
of alternative services in country districts will be 
<lisposed of when its plans for the' development of the 
National Broadcasting Service, to which reference is 
made in Part III. of this report, 'have been implemented. 

RELIGIOUS BROADCASTS. 

105. In regard to its obligation to ensure "that 
(livine worship or other matter of a religious nature " 
is broadcast "for adequate periods and at appropriate 
times", the Board desires to report that the arran~e
ments made by the Australian Broadcasting Commis
s;on during the past year for religions broa<lcasts fro:n 
national stati,ons continued to meet with general 
approval. 

106. In its Second Annual Report, the Board gave 
details of the principles which it had adopted for tho 
purposes . of indic·ating to licensees of commercial 
broadcasting stations what wa.s expected of them in 
the matter of religious broadcasts. The cardinal 
principle is that each station should devote at least 
one hour each week to the broadcasting of divine 
worship, or set aside periods aggregating at least an 
hour each week for broadcasts of other religious matter, 
if .. as is frequently the case, it is inconvenient for a 
station or the Churches to arrange for broadcasts of 
divine worship. Licensees are required to µrovide 
the st ation time free of charge and to afford an 
opnortunity to the various denominations to broadcast 
with a frequency proportionate to their numerical 
strength as indicated by the 1947 census. 

10'7. Diflliculties have arisen in some cases which have 
resulted in the failure of certain licensees to comply 
with these principles, but at the close of the year 84 
of the 103 commercial stations were undertaking 
relii!'ious broadcasts to the satisfaction of the Board, 
vrhich is continuing negotiations with the remaining 
li<'en~ees for the µurpose of ensuring that they alw 
discharge their responsibilities in this regard. 

108. It is appropriate to mention that an analysis 
of survey data concerning the extent of the a11dience 
for religious broadcasts in Melbourne reveals that on 
an averag-e approximately 40 per cent. of homes in tho 
metronolitan area tune to one or more religious 
programmes on Sundays. 

109. The Board again invites attention to the view 
expressed in paragraph 148 of its Second R eport that 
Parliament might see fit to clarify the Board'1; 

.. 
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obligations, under section 6K of the .Act, " to 
rnsure that no matter which is not of a 
n~ligious nature is broadcast by a station during any 
period dur:ing which divine worship or other matter 
of a religious nature " is being broadcast. 

POLITICAL BROADCASTS. 

110. 1\.lthough the Board is required "to ensure that 
facilities ·are provided on an equitable basis for the 
broaclcasting of political or controversial matter '', it 
did not take any action in respect of broadca.sts by 
parties or candidates contesting the federal election 
in April, 1D51, other than to request the Aus
tralian Broadcasting Commission and the licensees 
of commercial broadcasting stations to provide 
details of election speeches which were broadcast during 
the campaign. In this regard, the Board invites atten
tion to its comments in its Second Annual Report on 
its attempt to ensure equitable facilities for the var iow; 
parties at the 1949 federal election and again expresses 
it-; firm conviction that the whole question of political 
broadcasts should be reviewed by the Parliament. 

111 . In the Second Annual Report, details were given 
of political broadcasts from national and commercial 
~ tations during the 1949 federal election and similar 
particulars are given hereunder in respect of the 1951 
rnmn,aign. These figures indicate that in respect of 
the National Service, time was made available by the 
Australian Broadcasting Commission on tl1e same ba~is 
as in 1949 to the three main parties in the Feder a 1 
Parliament. In the Oom:mercial Servire, there was 
little change in the attitude of individual co=ercial 
Pt::iti nno, althongh the amount of political matter 
hroadrast varied considerably according to the opinion 
of political parties and organizations as to the need 
f01· more or less intensive campaigns in different 
e 1octorates. 

112. The Board is happy to acknowledge the willing 
co-operation of both the Australian Broadcasting Com
mission and the licensees of the commercial stations in 
providing details of political broadcasts during the 
J 951 election period. In the paragraphs immediately 
following, particulars are given of these broadcasts 
from commer cial stations, and in naragraµh 119 par
ticulars are given in respect of the National Broad
casting .Service. 

BROADCAST;:; OF POLICY SPEECHES OF PARTY LEADERS BY 

COMMERCIAL S TATIONS. 

113. The initial policy speeches of the leaders of the 
Country, Labour and Liberal Parties were broadcast 
on interstate relay by the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission for a period of one hour in each case. 
Returns indicate that of the 102 commercial stations 
in operation at the time 85 broadcast the three policy 
speeches, fourteen broadcast two policy speeches, and 
three broad;cast only one policy speech. 

BROADCASTS BY PARTIES AND CANDIDATES FROM 

COMMERCIAL .STATIONS. 

114. In addition to the broadcasts of policy speeches 
by party leaders, the commercial stations allocated a 
total of 905 hours for the broadcasting of political 
matter by political narties and candidates. This repre
sents an average of approximately nine hours per 
station over the election period, which comprised four 
weeks. The allocation of time by metropolitan and 
country stations was as follows :-

Metropolitan ( 24 stations) . . 
Country ( 77 stat ions) 

Total . . 

Hours. 
199 
706 

905 
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115. Political matter of some kind was broadc:ist 
by all stations except one metropolitan station, wh:ch 
does not operate before 11.30 p.m. . The fo~lowrng 
table shows the allo,cation of time among parties a~1d 
candidates. As the Liberal and Country Par~ies 
organized joint eampaigns ii: some States, app1:opna~e 
figures covering these parties to~ether are given m 
brackets, in the table, where applicable:-

TIME ALLOCATED TO PARTIES AND CANDIDATES. 
(Percentages.) 

I New Q South !western Tas-
• Vic- ueens- Aus- I Aus-- IC wealth. South toria. land. t 1. t 1: mania. 'Vales. ra ia. ra m. 

------------ --__ I _ __ - --

Liberal Party 
Country ,, 
Labour 
Others 

Liberal Party 
Country ,, 
Labour 
Others 

Country. 

} ::{\ !~. !g }-~~{ }::{ }~:{ 
6 . 5 1 13 3 1 

53 

47 

1001--100 100JOO1·00-·11~- - 100 
Metropolitan and Country Com,hineu. 

Libera~ ' Party\} 55{ i~ • ~~ }43{ }43{\}69{1
1 

.
54 

Countr~ ,, . , 3 55 30 46 
Labour ,, 40 3h 48 ± 

Others ii 5 l 14 2 I I .. 

\-100JO()1o111oo-1oo-100\·-1oc; 
I -

BROADCASTS FROM CoMMERCIAJ, STATIONS BY 0RGANIZA· 

TIO NS AND PERSONS OTHJ<:R THAN p ARTIES AND 

CANDIDATE'8. 

116. Broad.casts in this category occupied an addi
tional total of 7 4 hours on 91 commercial stations, ~nd 
represented approximately .6 p~r cent. of the total tune 
(including party leaders' imtial speech~) dev~ted ~o 
broadcasts of political matter by ,commercial stat10ns m 
the election period. The greater numb~r of .broadcasts 
by organizations took place over. sta~10ns 1ll country 
towns. The division of the total time rnvolved between 
metropolitan and country areas was as follows:-

. Hours. 

Metropolitan 
Country 

Total 

16 
58 

74 

In all 23 organizations participated in these broad
casts, ~hich were widely spread throughout the Com
monwealth. Only five of these, however, use~ 5. per 
cent. or more of the total time al~o~t~d to or~amzat10ns. 
The following table sets out the d1v1s10n of time between 
organizations generally:-

BROA.DCASTS BY ORGANIZATIONS AND PERSONS 
OTHER THAN PARTIES OR CANDIDATES: ALLOCA
TION OF TIME (PERCENTAGES). 

Organizatiot.. 

Australian Council of Trade Unions 
People's Union Party 
Federal Economic Council 
Australian Coal and Shale Employees 

tion . . · · · · · · 
Queensland Institute of Public Affairs 
Other Organizations and Persons ( 18) 

Percentare 
of time. 

Feder a· 

37 
21 

8 

6 
5 

23 

100 

(NOTE.- The above statement does not take into account an;y 
part of any progra;mme sponsored by any of the a.b ove organi
zations whi~h did not consist of political matter. ) 

TOTAL Turn FOR ELECTION BROADCASTS FROM 

COMMERCIAL STATIONS. 

117. The total time allocated to ,broadcasts of. politi
ca 1 matter by commercial stations amounted to 
approximately J,21!6 hours, made up as follows:

Hours. 
Party leaders' initial speeches . . 277 
Partieo ancl camli,lates, excluding leaders' 

initial speeches · 905 
Or"anizations and persons other than parties 
~nd candidates 74 

Total . . . . 1,256 

The amount of time oe:cupied by election broadcasts 
was considerably less in the 1951 campaign than in 
1949 except in the case of party leaders' speeches. T4e 
total of 1,256 hours represents an average of approxi
mately 12.3 hours per station, or 3.1 per cent. of the 
total hours of transmission by the commercial stations 
d·uring the election period of four weeks. By com
parison, the total time allocated to election broadcasts 
preceding· the 1949 election was 2,146 hours, represent
ing an average of 21i hours per station or 4.2 per cent. 
of the total hours of transmissio.n during the election 
period of five weeks and two days. 

ELECTION BROADCASTS FROM STATIONS OF THE ' 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE. 

118. The Australian Broad,casting Commission is 
solely responsible, un.der section 89 of the Act, for 
political broadcasts from the national sta,tions. The 
following account is based on details supplied by the 
Commission. 

119. The total time made available by the Commis
sion for broadcasts by the three major parties con
testing the election was 312 hours. As in the case of 
the 1949 federal election, this time was allocated 
equally between the retiring Government and the 
Opposition, and was distributed on a basis of eight 
hours for each capital city and Newcast le and eight 
hours per station elsewhere. The distribution of the 
33 stations serving the country areas was as follows:-

N cw South Wales- ten (including one medium 
wave in the Australian Capital Territory and 
one shortwave). , 

Victoria-;three (including one shortwave) . 
Queensland-ten (including two shortwave) . 
South Australia-four (including two medium 

wave in Northern Territory). 
Western Australia- five (including two short

wave). 
1' asmania-one. 

Of the eight hours specified, six were allocated to the 
initial policy speeches of the party leaders and other 
addresses broadcast on simultaneous national relay 
throughout the Commonwealth. The remaining two 
hours per station were allocated to broadcasts on State 
relay, which took place at different ·times in the various 
States. 

HouRs OF SERVICE. 

120. In the Board's Second Annual Report, refer
ence was made to its obligation under section 
6!':. (2. )(b )( v) of the Act to fix the hours of se.rvice 
of broadcasting stations and to its general principle 
that stations should provide a service at all times when 
there was a reasonable demand for it. Commercial 
ftations outside the State capital cities and Newcastle 
onerate, on an average, for 96 hours per week and the 
Board has adonted this figure as a general guide to its 
minimum requirements in this regard. During the 
year, the Board notified the licensees of 27 commercia' 
stations: that it considered that their operatin5 
schedules were inadequate and, as a result four of the 
27 increased their schedules beyond 96 hours per week. 
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Of the other 23 cases, seven licensees have increased 
their hours of service but are still operating for less 
than 96 hours ·weekly, two l~censees have undertaken 
to increase their hours at an early date, eleven licensees 
will do so as soon as circumstances permit, and three 
licensees have not yet convinced the Board of their 
willingness to increase their hours of operation. This 
matter is being pursued by the Board. 

121. At 30th June, 1951, the transmitting time of 
the 103 commercial stations in operation aggregated 
approximately 10,800 hours per week, or 270 hours per 
week more than at 30th June, 19-50. On 914 occasions, 
temporary extensions of hours were authorized. 

122. The hours of service of national broadcasting 
stations, within the Commonwealth, vary from 116 to 
123 hours per week. The 50 stations, including two in 
the Territory of Papua and eight domestic short-wave 
transmitters, operate for over 5,800 hours a week. 
Transmission hours of each national and commercial 
station are shown in Appendices "A" and "B ". 

PROVISION OF COMMUNITY SERVICES BY BROADOASTING 

STATIONS. 

123. The Board's Second Annual Report contained 
particulars of twelve commercial stations in country 
areas which had been established or acquired by stations 
operating in metropolitan areas for use primarily as 
country outlets for their programmes. A thirteenth 
station has since been added to this category- 6N A 
N arrogin relaying from 6KY perth. Whilst it 
recognizes that there are many benefits to be derived 
from this arrangement, such as the provision of pro
grammes of a higher standard than is likely to be 
available to individual country stations in sparsely 
populated districts, the Board considers that the pri
mary obligation of all country stations is to provide a 
comprehensive service covering matters of district 
interest as an essential contribution to the welfare of 
the Australian rural community. For this reason, the 
Board feels that country stations should broadcast local 
and general news, and information such as daily weather 
reports and forecasts; announcements of mail and 
transport arrangements and other matters bearing on 
rural and domestic convenience and the social life of the 
community. They should also keep listeners fully 
informed during periods of danger to life or property 
from floods, fire, or other emer!Sencies. In addition, 
country broadcasters should make time available for 
an adequate advertising service for their local business 
communities and give publicity fo the activities of local 
civic authorities and other organizations of various 
kinds. 

124. With these considerations in mind, the Board 
has ur~;ed the licensees of the thirteen stations con
cerned -to devote an increasing proportion of the time 
of their relay stations to programme items of district 
interest until approximately one-auarter of their pro
grammes is so occupied. As at 30th June, 1951, the 
position was as follows:-

(a) Five stations were giving a local service which 
was rei;arded as sa ti sf actory; 

(b) Four stations had made some improvements 
which could not be accepted as completely 
adequate; 

(c) Four stations appeared to have made no 
change. 

The Board realizes that in consider ing a station's ability 
to devote one-quarter of its time to lncal community 
service, allowance.s must be made for conditions such as 
the density of population and grouping of settlement 
in the area rnrved , the community of intereot within 
that area, the prol)lem of providing additional ~taff and 
studios, and the prevailing shortages of man-power and 
buildings. N evertheless, the Board i~ pursuing th is 

question with the licensees of stations which are still 
fu :ling to provide an adequate community service. 

125. Great benefits have been conferred on country 
residents 1zy the assistance provided by broadcasting 
~tations in times of emergency-such as bush fires, 
storm.q and floocls-a1Hl the Board is encouraging the 
expansion of this most important public s·ervice. In 
this regard, mention should be made of the fact that 
in N cw South Wales, where :floods in recent years have 
been cfoastrous, the State Flood Warning Committee 
propo,;:e;: to set up emergency committees at key towns 
on the coastal riYers which reach flood level rapidly. 
One function of these committees will be to co-ordinate 
iuformation from upstream reporting centres for broad
casting from stations which are most suitably located 
to gi \'e sen ice to the danger areas. The Board will 
collaborate with the State organization in every possible 
way. 

PnoGRAMME STANDA1rns. 

126. The licensee of each commercial broadcasting 
station is required by section 60 (1.) of th.e Act to pro
vide programmes which "are to th·e satisfaction of the 
Board'', and as was indicated in its Second Annual 
Report, the Board intends to issue a set of programme 
standards for the guidance of licensees in this regard. 
The Board has not yet completed this work. 

BROADOASTS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGES. 

127 . . In consultation with the Department of Immi
gration, the Board is examining the question of broad
rasts in foreign languages. The Board appreciates 
that such broadcasts may serve a useful purpose if they 
have as their objective the education of the listeners 
to whom they ar,e directed, or the assimilation of new
comers into the life of this country. At the same time, 
it · feels that positive encouragement should be given to 
immigrants from other than English speaking countries 
to learn and use the English language at all times, thus 
facilitating their absorption into the Australian com
munity. The Board considers that advertisements 
should be in the English language, but pending further 
investigation no obiection is being raised to broad
casting in a foreign language advertisements concerning 
matters of maior interest to New Australians, provided 
that such announcements are followed immediately by 
an accurate t ranslation into English. 

PROVISION OF SPECIAL F AOILITIES FOR BROADCASTING 

NEWS. 

128. The Australian Broadcasting Commission is 
required by section 2!J of the Act "to broadcast daily 
from all national stations regular sessions of news and 
information relating to current events within the Com
monwealth and in other parts of the world ", and the 
Commission's daily new.s sessions are a conspicuous 
feature of the National Service. The Board considers 
that the provision of adeauate news ses.<:ions should be 
regarded also as an essential part of the programme 
service of every commercial broadcasting station. 
Accordingly, it has adopted the principle ~that each 
licensee ~ho11ld broadra ~t at least two news sessions on 
each week day and at least one 011 Sundays. 

129. As was mentioned in the Board's Second Annual 
R eport, all commercial stations were required to broad
c:rnt the national news service three times da:ly during 
the war, and a number of them have continued to do so 
by arrangement with the Commission. Others are 
broadcasting news servires originating from other 
sources ancl. at the end of the year. the great majority 
o~ comrner'.'ial st~tions were complying with the prin
ciple mentioned m the prereding paragranh. 

120. One of the problems assoeiated with the pro
vision of adenuate riews servires bv st~ tions is that thoRe 
which are situated in loc <> li ties far removed from the 
110urces of the news would, under ordinary circum· 
.~tances, be required t.o pay substantial charges for the 



ry 
ng 
es, 
he 
In 
.at 
ve 
;ee 
ns 
ly. 
tte 
td
;ed 
'ill 
ble 

ng 
ro
:he 
ml 
me 
rd. 

m
td
tes 
tey 
~rs 

:w
ne, 
to 

ies 
lUS 

m
cits 
ier 
i.d
ng 
led 
by 

NG 

lS 

ily 
md 
•m
the 
OU8 

ers 
be 

me 
on. 
1ch 
on 

ual 
ad
ing 
'so 
are 
her 
·~ty 
·1n-

1ro-
0Re 

the 
1m
the 

19 

telephone channels needed for the relays. These charges 
undoubtedly constitute an obstacle to. the provision of 
this very important service, and accordingly the Board 
and the Postmaster-General's Department have, with 
the approval of the Minister, been investigating the 
problem for the purpose of determining whether an 
acceptable formula can be devised for substantial relief 
in the charges. The question is one of considerable 
complexity requiring as it does the adjustment of 
anomalies which have been apparent for some time in 
regard to the charges for landlines for the relaying of 
the national news service by commercial stations. At 
the close of the period to which this report relates, 
there were fairly definite indications that a solution 
would be found which would be satisfactory to all con
cerned and ensure the provision of adequate news 
sessions throughout the Commonwealth. 

BROADCASTING OF OnJECTIONABLE MATTER. 

131. The Board is glad to be able to report again that 
during the year there was no serious breach of the pro
visions of section 91 of the Act, which prohibits the 
broadcasting of any matter which is blasphemous, 
indecent or obscene. Very few complaints were 
received of broadcasts offending good taste, a state of 
affairs which in the opinion of the Board is mainly 
due to the vigilance of the broadcasters in excluding 
any matter to which reasonable exception might be 
taken. 

BROADCASTING OF AtrSTRALIAN COMPOSITIONS. 

132. The provisions of section 88 (2.) of the Act 
have been satisfactorily observed by the Australian 
Broadcasting Commission and the majority of commer
cial stations. This section requires that not less than 
2·} per cent. of the total time occupied in the broad
casting of music shall be devoted to the works of 
Australian composers. To check the adequacy of each 
station's observance of this requirement is a task which 
could not be performed by the Board's own staff. Grate
ful acknowledgement is therefore made of the co-opera
tion of the i\.ustralasian Performing R ight Association 
which, in the comse of its normal operations, extracts 
the necessary information for the use of individual 
stations, and of the Board. During the year under 
review, the Australian Broadcasting Commission 
devoted 4.08 per cent. of the "music time" of all 
national stations to Australian compositions and the 
average time devoted to such compositions by the 102 
commercial stations was 4.11 per cent. However, 
twelve licensees of commercial stations failed to reach 
the required minimum percentage and two others failed 
to provide sufficient information to enable their per
eontages to be calculated. The Board has reminded the 
licensees of these stations of their obligation in this 
regard. 

133. The following table shows the percentage of time 
given to the broadcasting of Australian compositions 
during the last five years :-
PERCENTAGE OF TIME DEVOTED TO BROADCASTING 

AUSTRALIAN COMPOSITIO~S. 

Australian Broadcat:;ting 
Commission. Commercial Stations. 

Average Average Number of percentage percentnge stations l>C'riod. of all Period. of all below 2.5 national commercial per cent. stations. stations. 

P er cent. Per cent. 
,July, 1946- 3.59 Jan.- Der., 19,17 3.75 6 

June, 1947 ' 1947/48 .. 3.44 1948 . . 3.65 

I 
IJ 

1948/49 .. 4 . 15 July, 1948- 4.01 9 
Juno, 1949 

1949/50 

I 
:{ .Jl 1949/50 ·! .08 

I 
7 .. .. 

I I 1950/51 . . '1. 08 1()50/51 .. 4 . 11 12 . I 

OBSERVATIONS OF BROADCAST PROGRAMMES. 

134. Extensive observations were made of broadcast 
programmes during the year by offi;cers of the Board 
and, by arrangement with the Director-General, Posts 
and Telegraphs, by monitors employed at Post Office 
observation centres in each capital city. More than 
7,000 hours were devoted to this work, which is done for 
the dual purpose of observing the quality of service 
being provided by stations and detecting any breaches 
of particular provisions of the Act. 

The observations disclosed that stations generally are 
complying with the provisions of the Act. 

MINISTERIAL BROADCASTS. 

135. Under section 65 of the Act, the Minister may, 
by notice in writing, require the licensee of a com
mercial broadcasting station to include, without charge, 
in any programme broadcast from the station, such 
items of general interest or utility as the Minister, from 
time to time, determines. 

Dming the year under review, no such requirement 
was made by the Minister but, by agreement with th~ 

· Prime Minister, the Australian Federation of Commer
cial Broadcasting Stations has co-operated generously 
with the Government in arranging for member stations 
to make time available for the broadcasting of import· 
ant statements on national affairs. 

PART V.-GENERAL. 
FINANCIAL A .ccou·NTS OF TlIE BoARD. 

136. In conformity with the provisions of section 6P 
of the Act, a statement of the :financial accounts of the 
Board for the year ended 30th June, 1951, together 
with the report of the Auditor-General as to those 
accounts, a pp ears in Appendix " E " of this report. 

DEVELOPMENT OJ<' BlWADCASTING IN AtrSTRALIA

S1'ATIS1'ICS. 

137. The following table shows the progressive 
development in the number of broadcasting stations 
and licensed listeners since the inception of broad
casting in 1923-

Number of broadcasting Number of 
Year. licensed stations in operation. listeners. 

---
30th June, 1924 .. 4 1,206 

Class "A". Class" B ". 
1925 I 7 6 63,874 . . .. 
1926 .. .. 8 9 128,060 
1927 .. . . 8 12 225,240 
1928 .. . . 8 12 270,507 
1929 . . . . 8 12 301,199 

National. Commercial. 
1930 . . .. 8 13 312,192 
1931 . . .. 9 27 331,969 
1932 . . .. 12 43 369,945 
1933 .. . . 12 48 469,477 
1934 .. . . 12 53 599,159 
1935 . .. . . 12 57 721,852 
1936 .. .. 14 73 825,136 
1937 . . . . 20 80 940,068 
1938 .. .. 

I 

24 94 1,057,911 
1939 . . . . 24 98 1,131,861 
1940 . . .. 26 100 1,212,581 
1941 . . .. 27 96 l ,293.266 
1942 .. .. 27 97 1,320,073 
1943 .. .. 27 96 1,370,000 
1944 .. . . 28 98 1,394,880 
1945 . . . . 29 100 1,415,229 
1946 .. .. 29 JOO 1,436,789 
1947 .. . . 32 101 1,678,276 
1948 . . . . 33 102 1,703,970 
1949 .. .. 37 102 l ,762,675 
1950 . . . . 39 102 1,841,211 
1951 . . I 41 103 1,884,834 

In addition to the above national st ations there were 
as at 30th June, 1951, nine short-wave transmitters 
providing service t o listeners in remote areas. 



LISTENERS' LICENCES. 
138. In Appendix "F" particulars are given of the 

various types of broadcast listeners' licences which were 
current on 30th June, 1951. At that date, there were 
one or more wireless sets i11stalle<l. in 1 884 834 
Australian homes, distributed as shown hereu;1der':-
------------- ---------- ----~-----

State. 

New South Wales . . 
Victoria, , . 
Queensland 
South Australia 
Western Australia .. 
Tasmania .. 

Total 

~letropolitau / Uountry Total. 
area. area.. 

360,242 
315,691 
123,536 
130,243 
87,192 
22,383 

- ·-------
31_8,990 
206,8ll 
147,051 
74,452 
52,477 

' 45,766 

679,232 
522,502 
270,587 
204,695 
139,669 
68,149 -----____ , ___ _ 

11,039,287 I 845,547 1,884;834 

CosT OF THE NATIONAL BROADCASTING SERVICE. 
139. In its Second Annual Report, the Board invited 

attention to the fact that the fees paid by listeners for 
licences during the year ended 30th June 1950 were 
insufficient to meet the cost of providing the N ~tional 
Broadcasting Service. The deficit in that year was 
approximately £1,364,000 and during the year under 
review the financial position deteriorated as a result of 
the . extension of . the Service and rapidly rising costs. 
As it appeared likely that the deficit for the financial 
year 1950-1951 would approximate £2,000,000, the 
Board, at the request of the Right Honorable the 
Treasurer, considered the adequacy, in the prevailing 
circumstances, of the listeners' licence-fee, and in May 
1951, recommended that it should be increased. ' 

The Government subsequently decided to introduce a 
Bill to provide-

( a) for an increase in the ordinary licence-fee 
from £1 _to £2 ~or_ listener~ in Zone 1 (i.e., 
those resident w1thm 250 miles of a National 
broadcasting station); 
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(b) for an increase in the ordinary licence-fee 
from 14s. to 28s. for listeners in Zone 2 (i.e., 
the remainder of the Commonwealth); and 

( c) for the repeal of the requirement that a separ
ate half-fee licence should be held for each 
receiver in excess of one in the posession of 
any licensee. 

The net result of the increase in the full-fee licence 
and the discontinuance of the half-fee licences for 
receivers in excess of one will be that approximately 
£1,800,000 additional revenue will be received from 
licence-fees each year. This additional amount should, 
on the basis of the present rate of expenditure, be 
almost sufficient to meet the deficit which would be 
incurred on the National Broadcasting Service but for 
the increase in the licence-foes. The actual deficit for 
the year ended 1950-51 proved to be £1,887,919. 
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APPENDIX A. 
00.VEYI.EROIAL BROADCAS'.l'ING STATIONS IN OPERATWN ON aOTH JUN.E, 1951. 

Licensee. 
I 
I l<'requency 

(kc/ s). 
Wave
length 
(m.). 

Operating 
power.• I '"~'"" """""" I - I --1-- -------------·----1-----------------
Watts. I 

2CA 

2CH 

2GB 
2KY 

2SM 
2UE 
2UW 

2AD 
2AY 
2£.E 
2RH 

2BS 
2CK 
2DU 
2GF 
2GN 
2GZ 

2HD 

2HR 
2KA 
~KJi!I 

2KO 

2LF 
2LM 

2LT 

2MG 
2MO 
2i\HV 

2NZ 

2PK 
2QN 

2RG 
2Tlll 
2WG 
2\VL 
2XL 

3AK 

3AW 

3DB 

3KZ 

3UZ 

3XY 

3BA 
3BO 
3CS 
3CV 

3GL 
3HA 

3LK 

3MA 
3SH 

. . I Canberra 

AuSTRALIAN CAPITAL T1mR11'onv. 

. . I Canberra Broadcasters Ltd., 138 Phillip street, Sydney .. I 

Sydney 

Sydney 
Sydney 

Sydn"y 
Sydney 
Sydney 

Armid1i lc 
Albmy 
Bega · 
Broken Hill 

Bathur8t 
Cessnock 
Dubbo 
Grafton 
Goulhurn 
Orange 

Newca.;t]e 

Lochinvar 
Katoomba 
Kcmpsey 

Young 
I"i·=m1ore· 

I.ithgow 

Mud gee 
Gunnedah 
Murwillumbah 

Inverell 

Parkes 
Deniliquiu 

Griffith 
Tamworth 
·warrga 
WoTI'ougong 
C.·.oma 

Melbourne 

Melbourne 

Melbourne 

Melbourne 

Melbourne 

Melbourne 

Balla.mt 
Bendigo 
Co lac 
Mary borough 

Geelong 
Hamilton 

Lubeck 

Mild um 
Sw>in Hill 

XEw sou-ru vVAL~1s . 

JW etropolitan. 
Now South \Vales Council of Chur ches Service, 28 Kemp-str eet, 

Tennyson, Gladeaville 
Broadcasting Statbn 2GD Pty. Lt d., 136-laS Phillip-street, Sydney 
The Trustees, R. H. Erskine ancl J . .H. Thom, and the Secretary, 

R. A. K ing, of the L11.bor Council <Jf New South Wale,i, Tmdes 
Hall, Goc1lburn-street, Sydney 

Broadcasting Station 2SiVJ. Pty. Ltd., 60 Hunter-street, Sydney . . 
Ra.dio 2UE Sydney Pty. Ltd., 29 Bligh-street , Sydney . . 
Commonwealth Broadcasting Corporation Pty. Ltd., 49 lVfarket-

street, Sydney 

Go·untry. 
New England BrDadcasters, 113 Fanlkiner-street, Armidale 
AnrnJgamatod Wireless (A /asia .) Ltd., 4-7 York-street, Sydney 
J . A. -Ketr, Carp-street, Rega 
R.2,dio Silver City Pty. L td., ~nr. Blende and Sulphide strc;,ts, 

Broken Hill 
Bathurst Broadcastern Pty. Lt1l., 4:3 Keppel-street., Bathur:>t 
Coalfiel<ls Broadca.sti_ng Co. Pty. Ltd., Vincent-street, Ceswock 
\Vestern Brnadca.sten P ty. L td, 129 Macquarie-street," Dubbo . . 
Gmfton Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 4-7 York-stree1,, Sydney 
Goulburn Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 47 York-street, Sydney 
Country Broadcasting Service.> Ltd., Hosking House, Hosking-

place, 84,& Pitt-street, Sydney 
Ah-sales Bmadeasting Co. Pty. Ltd., llfaitLmd-l'Oad, Sandgate, 

Newuastle 
Hunter R iver Broadcasters Pty Ltd., H igh-street , West Maitland 
2KA Ltd., 77 King-;;treet, Sydney 
Radio Kempsey Ltd. , 4th Floor , f:ltanway House, 77 King-street, 

Sydney 
Newcastle J3roadcasti:ig Co. }'ty. Ltd., U.M.L. Building, 72 Hunter

street, Newcastle 
Young Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., A.\LP. Buildings, Young. 
Richmond River Bron,dcasters Pty. Ltd., Northern St>1r Building, 

lVIole:nvorth-strcet. Lis;norc -
Lithgow Broadcasters 'Pty . Ltd., Gr on,t \Vestern Highway, 

Bowenfels 
J\iiudgee Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Wellington-r0ad, Mudgee . . 
:.l.IIO Gunnedfth Ltd., 5\J M:arq11i•;-st rect, Gunnedah 
Tweed R"'dio and Bro>Hlrnsting Co. Pty . Ltd., 19 Church-lane, 

J\forwillumbii,h 
Northern Broadcastero Pty. Lt.cl., H osking House, Ho.~king-place, 

8JJ Pitt-street, Sydney 
Parkes Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd. , :307 Clttrinda-stree t, Parkeei . . 
Regent .Bro1'dc11.sCnr~ Co., Regent Theatre, '\foCa.llnm-street, Swa.n 

IIill, Victorfrt 
Irrigation Area Newspa.pers Pty . Ltd., Ulong-st;reet, Griffith 
Tamw0rth Radio .Development. Co. Ltd., Peel-street, Tamworth 
R iverina Broadcasting Co., I6 F itzmaurice-street, ·w agg1t 
Wollongong Broadt•a.3ting Pty. Ltd., FMward -.'ltrnet, \Vollongong 
Cooma Broadca8ters l'ty. Ltd., Cromwell-street, Cooma 

VICTORIA . 
. Metropolitan. 

l\folbourne Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 480 Bourke-street, Melbourne, 
C.l. 

3A \V Broad east ing Co. Pty. Lt.cl. , 38'.! Latrobe-street, i\folbourue, 
C.1. 

Herald n,ncl Weekly Ti.mes Ltd., 44-74 Flinders-street , Melbourne, 
C.l. 

TndtlStria.J Printing and Publicity Co., Ltd., 24--30 Victoria-street, 
Citrlton, N .3. 

Nilsen's Broadcasting ~crvice Pty. Ltd., 45-47 Bourke-street, 
Melbourne, C.l. 

Station 3XY Pty. Ltd. , Charter House, 4 Bank-ph.ce, Melbourne, 
C. l. 

Oo1<1itry. 
13allarat Broadcast ers Pty . Ltd ., 56 Lydia1·d -street , Ballarat 
Amalganm ted Wireless (A/ a., ia.) Ltd. , 47 York-street, Sydney 
Coho Broadcasting Co. Pty. Lt d ., 2-J.l Mnnay-~treet, Colac 
Centrid Victorin B roucleasterB Pty. Ltd., Brnadcasting House, 

View Point, Bendigo 
Geelong Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Little lVfalop-street, Geelong 
WeHtern Province R.adio Pty . L td ., 231) Cnllin•-streot, Melbonrnc, 

C.l. 
Herald and Weekly T imes Ltd., 44- 74 .Flinders-street, Melbourne, 

C.l. 
Sunravsi<t .Broadcasters P tv .. Ltd ., 22 Deakin Avenue, ?l'Iildura . . . 
Swan "Hill Broaclca:>ting Co. Pty . Ltd., Campbell-street , Swa.n Hill 

1,0;)() I 

1,190 

870 
1,020 

l ,270 
950 

1,110 

l,130 
1,480 
1,,190 

660 

1,500 
1,460 

810 
1,210 
1,380 

990 

1,140 

680 
780 
980 

l ,HO 

1,340 
900 

1,080 

1,450 
1,370 
1,470 

l ,170 

l ,400 
1,440 

l,070 
1,300 
1,150 
l,430 

920 

1,500 

1,280 

1,030 

1,180 

930 

1,420 

1,320 
!)60 

1,130 
l ,,l70 

1,350 
1,000 

1,090 

1,360 
l ,330 

* Power p r ior t o incre1rnes determined by the Board- see Appendix "C " . 

2s5 I 

252 

34!i 
294 

236 
316 
270 

26fi 
203 
201 
455 

200 
205 
370 
248 
217 
303 

263 

441 
385 
306 

213 

224 
3a3 

278 

207 
219 
204 

256 

2H 
208 

280 
231 
201 
210 
326 

200 

234 

291 

264 

323 

211 

227 
313 
265 
204 

222 
300 

275 

221 
22fl 

2,000 I 

1,000 

1,000 
1,000 

1,000 
1,000 
1,000 

200 
200 
,500 
200 

200 
300 
200 
200 
200 

2,000 

5.00 

300 
1,000 
1,000 

500 

300 
l,000 

100 

100 
100 
500 

2,000 

500 
200 

200 
2,000 
2,000 

,5()0 
500 

200 

600 

600 

600 

600 

GOO 

500 
500 
200 
500 

500 
!,000 

2,000 

200 
:WO 

Hours of 
service 

per week 
(to nearest 

quarter 
hour). 

l l!J 

llii 

124! 
113! 

ll8 
121:} 
168 

88~ 
116! 
72~ 
71 

ll7 
80! 

134 
113rr 
107! 
117" 

123~ 

IIO! 
114 
81,f 

I 2i5 

JO,! 
58 

102! 

114 

Ill~ 
72l 

4-8! 
116} 
108 
113! 

74-:} 

54 

121 

120! 

121 

121! 

120 

113! 
117 
lOl J 
107;} 

ll6t 
llO! 

120! 

106! 
1101 
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COMMERCIAL BROADOAS'.l'ING STATIONS IN 0.t>ERA'.l'ION ON 30TH JUNE, 1951-continued. 

Call sign. Location ofstation. 

3SR 

3TR 

3UL 

3YB 

me 

4BH 

4BK 
4KQ 

4AK 
4AY 
4BU 

4CA 
4GR 

4GY 

4IP 
4LG 
41VIB 

4MK 

4RO 

4SB 
4TO 
4VL 
4WK 

4ZR 

5AD 
5DN 

5KA 

5AU 
5MU 

5PI 

5RM 

5SE 

6IX 
6KY 

6PM 

6PR 

6AM 

6CI 
6QE 

t\KG 

6MD 
6NA 

6TZ 
6Wn 

Shepparton 

Sale 

Warragnl 

\Varrnambool 

Brisbane 

Brisbane 

Brisbane 
Brisbane 

Oakey 
Ayr 
Bunda berg 

Cairns 
Toowoomba 

Gym pie 

Ipswich 
Longreach 
Mary borough 

Mackay 

Rockhampton 

.Kingaroy 
Townsville 
Charleville 
Warwick 

Roma 

Adelaide 
Adelaide 

Adelaide 

Port Augusta 
Murray Bridge 

Crystal Brook 

Renmark 

]\fount Gambier 

Perth 
Perth 

Perth 

Perth 

Northam 

Collie 
Gerald ton 

Kalgoorlie 

i\Ien-cdin 
Narrogin 

Bun bury 
Kat.anning 

Licensee. 

VICTORIA-continued. 
Country-continued. 

The Argns Bro1tdcasting Services Pty. Ltd., 36;3 Elizabeth-street, 
Melbourne, C.l. 

Broadcast Entertainments Pty. Ltd., "The Age'', Chambers, 239 
Collins-street, Melbourne, C. l. 

The Argus Broadcasting Services Pty. Ltd., 365 Elizabeth-street, 
Melbourne, C.l 

The Argus Broadcasting Services Pty. Ltd., 365 Elizabeth-street, 
Melbourne, C. l 

QUEENSI,11.ND. 

Metropolitan. 
Commonwealth Broadcasting Corp'1r11tion (Qld.) Ltd., 5th Floor, 

T. & G. Building~, 189-.191 Qneen-street, BriAbane 
Broadcasters (Aust.) Pty. Ltd., cnr. Albert and Charlotte streets, 

Brisbane 
Queensland ~ewsptipers·Pty. Ltd., 288- 298 Queen-street, Brisbane 
The TrnsteeH, II. Boland and S. J. Bryan, of thP Queensland Branch 

of the Anstralian Labor Party, Dunstan House, 235-238 Eliza. 
beth-street, Brisbane 

Country. 
Queensland Newspapers Pty. Ltd., 288- 2fl8 Queen-street, Brisbane 
Ayr Broadcaqters Pt.y. Ltd., 144 Queen-street, Ayr 
Bundaberg Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 117 Bourbong-street, 

Bunda berg 
Amalgamated Wireless (A/asia.) Ltd., 47 York-8treet, Sydney . . 
Gold Radio Service Pty. Ltd., 5th Floor, 'I'. & G. Buildings, Queen· 

street, Brisbane 
Gympie Broadcasting Co. Ltd. , Smithfield Chambers, l.Vfary-strflet, 

Gym pie 
Ipswich Broadcasting Co. Pty. Lt.d., 233 Brisbane-street, Ipswich 
E. R. Connor, Magpie-Lane, Longreach . . . . . . 
Maryborough Broadcas~ing Co. Pty. Ltd., 5th Ji'loor, T. & G. 

Buildings, Queen-street, Brisbane 
Mackay Broadcasting Service Pty. Ltd., 85 Sydney-street, 

Mackay 
Rockhampton Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., 5th Floor, T. & G. 

Buildings, Qm,en-street., Brisbane 
South Burnett Broarlca.sting Co. Ltd., Alford-street, Kingaroy 
Amalgam<>ted Wireless (A/asia .. ) Ltd., 47 York-street, Sydney 
Charle\'ille Broadcasting Co. Ltd., Alfred-street, Charleville 
Warwick Broadcasting Co. Pty. Ltd., Glennie Hall, Albion-street, 

\Varwick 
Maranoa Broadcfisting Co. Ltd., Bowen-street, Roma 

SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 
J.rl etropolitan. 

Advertiser Newspapers Ltd., 11 Wftymouth-street, Adelaide 
Hume Broadcasters Ltd., C.M.L. Building, 41 King William-street, 

Adelaide 
5KA Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 43 Franklin-street, Adelaide 

Country. 
Port Augusta Broadcast ing Co. Ltd., 43 Franklin-street, Adelaide 
Murray Bridge Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 11 Waymouth-street, 

Ade bide 
Midlands Broadcasting Services Lt d., 11 Waymouth -street, 

Adulaide 
River Murray Broadcasters Ltd., C.JYLL. Building, 41 King 

Willi<>m-strect, Adelaide 
South-Eastern Broadcasting Co. Ltd., 11 l'Vaymonth-street., 

Adelaide 

WESTERN Aus'.rRALIA. 
;lf etropolita.n. 

W.A. Broadcasters Pty. Ltd. , Lyric Honse, Murray-street, Perth 
The People's Printing and Publishing Co. of Western Australia 

Ltd., 38-46 Stirling-street, Perth 
6PM Bro1idcasters Ltd., St. George's 1Tonse, St. George's Terrace, 

Perth 
Nicholson's Ltcl., 86- 90 Barra.ck-street , Perth .. 

Country. 
6AM Broadcasters Ltd., St .. George's House, flt. George's TerracA, 

Perth · 
Nichol"on's Ltd., 80- 90 Barrack-street, Perth . . 
Great Northern Broadcasters Lt<l. , .KS. & A. Bank Buildings, 

Marine Terrar.e, Geraldton 
Gold.fields Broadcasters (1933) Ltd., St. George's House, St. 

George's Terrace, Perth 
W.A. Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Lyric House, Murray-street, Perth 
The People's Printing and Publishing Co. of Western Austt'alia 

Ltd., 38-46 Stirling-street, P erth 
Nicholson's Ltd., 86-90 :Barrack-street, Perth 
W.A. Broadcasters P ty. Ltd. , Lyde House, 223 Murr::;y.~treE't, Pllrth 

Frequency 
(kc/s). 

l,260 

1,240 

880 

1,210 

1,120 

1,390 

1,290 
690 

1,220 
960 

1,330 

1,010 
860 

1,350 

l,440 
1,100 
1,010 

1,380 

1,080 

1,060 
780 
920 
880 

1,490 

1,310 
970 

1,200 

1,400 
1,460 

1,040 

830 

l,370 

1,240 
1,320 

1,130 

880 

980 

1,430 
1,370 

1,210 

1,100 
920 

1,340 
1,070 

• Power pt·ior to inc t•eases tletermined by the Boartl- sec Appelldix " C " . 

Wave· 
length 
(m.). 

238 

242 

341 

248 

268 

216 

233 
,135 

246 
313 
226 

297 
349 

222 

208 
273 
297 

217 

278 

283 
385 
326 
341 

201 

229 
309 

250 

214 
20;) 

288 

361 

219 

242 
227 

265 

3H 

:lOfi 

210 
2Hl 

248 

273 
326 

224 
280 

Operating 
power.• 

Watts. 

2,000 

2,000 

200 

200 

1,000 

1,000 

750 
l ,000 

2,000 
500 
500 

300 
500 

500 

200 
l,000 

300 

100 

200 

2,000 
200 
500 
100 

500 

500 
500 

500 

500 
200 

2,000 

2,000 

200 

500 
500 

500 

500 

2,000 

500 
500 

500 

i500 
2,000 

2,000 
2,000 

Hours of 
service 

per week 
(to nearest 

quarter 
hour). 

ll7 

121} 

121 

125 
125 

125 
llO! 
llO} 

lOG! 
117 

113} 
65 

ll3i 

112! 

110 

117! 
113!i 
74! 
84 

119 
119 

119 

119 
119 

Jl9 

110 

10911 
114 

112 

llO 

92t 

85 
.:i9 

74! 

82t 
114 

101! 
82~ 

4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 



of 
ie 
~ek 
rest 
er 
). 

.17 

10~ 

2lt 

.21 

.25 

.25 

. 25 

.lOt 
IOt 
Oflt 
'17 

82! 

.13} 
65 

ll 3± 

ll2! 

llO 

ll7f 
ll3} 
74f 
84 

119 
119 

119 

119 
ll9 

ll9 

l l!l 

109~· 
114 

112 

110 

92! 

74t 

82! 
114 

CoMMEROIAT, BROADCASTING S'.l'A'l'IONS r~ OPERATION ON 30'1'H JvNE, 1951-continued. 

Call sign. I! I Wave-
Location of station I Licensee. Frequency length Operating 

power.• 

I I (kc/s). (m.). 

- .----------•--1- 1--
Watts. 

Hours of 
service 

per week 
(to nearest 

quarter 
hour). 

7HO 

7HT 

7AD 

7B'C' 

7DY 

7EX 
7LA 

7QT 

Hobart 

Hobnrt 

Devon port 

Burnie 

Derby 

Launceston 
Launceston 

Queenstown .. 

TASMANIA. 
J.:I etropolitrtn. 

Commerci1t! Bro:ir\cast.ers Pty. Ltd., A.M.P . 13nildings, cnr. Collins 
and Elizabeth streets, Hobart 

Metropolitan Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., 141- 143 .Elizabeth-street, 
Hob;i,rt 

Country. 
Northern T;i,smania Broad ca,,~ters Pty. Ltd., 29 I\iterson-street, 

Lannceston 
Burnie Broadcasting Service P ty. Ltd., E.S. & A. Bnnk Chambers, 

Paterson-street, Launceston 
North-East Tasmanian Radio Broadcasters Pty. Ltd., Patcrson

street., L,wnceston 
7.l<JX Ptv. Ltd., 74 Charles-street, Launceston 
Findlay· and Wills Broa.dcasters. Pty.. Ltd., 21 Pnterson-street, 

Launceston 
" 'est Coast Broadcasters Pty. Ltd. , 21 p,.,,terson-street, Launceston 

SGO 

1,080 

noo 
810 

1,450 

1,010 
1,100 

680 

• Power prior to increasPs determinctl by the Hoard-see Appendix "C " . 

APPENDIX B. 

349 

278 

333 

370 

207 

297 
273 

441 

500 

500 

300 

200 

200 

500 
500 

300 

108t 

l08t 

63 

71 

54± 

108;\
lOSi 

64~ 

~ATIONAL BROADCASTING STATIONS IN OPERATION ON 30'.l'H JUNK 1951. 

Call sign. Station. Frequency 
(kc/s). 

Wnve-length 
(m .). 

Aerial power 
(watts). 

Hours of service 
per week (to 

nearest quarter 
hour). 

---- --1--- ------ ---------- --------·1------------1------ -- - - - -

MEDIUM WAVE SERVICES. 
Australian Capital Territory. 

2CY .. I Canberra Regional I 850 353 10,000 122! 

New South Wales. 

2LG Lithgow Regiona.l 1,570 191 200 122! 
2BL Sydney . . 740 405 10,000 US! 
2CO Riverina Regional (Corowa) 670 448 7,500 122! 
2CR Central Regional (Cumnock) 550 545 10,000 122! 
2FC Sydney . . 610 492 10,000 116 
2NA Hunter River Regional No. 2 (Newcastle) 820 366 2,000 116 
2NB Broken Hill R egional 760 395 1,000 122! 
2NC Hunter River Regional (Newcastle) . . 1,230 244 2,000 118! 
2NR Northern Rivers Regional (Grafton) .. 700 429 7,000 122!-
2NU Northern Tablelands Region;i,l (Manilla) 650 462 10,000 122! 
2TR Manning River Regional (Taree) 720 417 200 122! 

Victoria. 

MR Melbourne 620 484 10,000 116 
3GI Gippsland Regional (Sale) 840 357 7,000 122! 
310 Melbourne 770 390 10,000 llS! 
3WV Western Regional (Dooen) 580 517 10,000 122! 

Queensland. 

4AT Atherton Regional 680 441 500 122! 
4QA Mackay Regional . . . . 720 417 2,000 122! 
4QB Wide Bay Regional (Pialba) 910 330 2,000 122! 
4QG Brisbane 790 380 10,000 116 
4QN North Regional (Townsville) 630 476 7,000 122! 
4QR Brisbane 590 508 10,000 llS! 
4RK Rockhampton Regional . . 940 319 2,000 122! 
4QS Darling Downs Regional (Dalby) 750 400 10,000 122! 
4QL Longreach Regional 540 556 200 122! 
4QY Cairns Regional .. 890 337 2,000 122! 

South Australia. 

5AN Adelaide 890 337 2,000 118! 
5CK North Regional (Crystal Brook) 640 469 7,500 122! 
5CL Adelaide 730 411 5,000 117! 
5LN Port Lincoln Regional 1,530 196 200 122! 



Call sign. 

6GF 
6GN 
6WA 
6WF 
6WN 

7NT 
7ZL 
7ZR 

5AL 
5DR 

9PA 

VLG 
VLR 
VLQ 
VLW 
VLH 
VLT 
VLX 
VLI 
VLM 

Call sign. 

2AD 
2AY 
2B.E 
2BS 
2DU 
2GF 
2GN 
2KA 
2K.M 
2LF 
2LM 
2LT 
2MG 
2MO 
2MW 
2PK 
2QN 
2RG 
2WL 
2XL 

3BA 
3BO 
3CS 
3CV 
3GL 
3MA 
3SH 
3TR 
3UL 
3YB 

24 

NATIONAL BROADCASTING STATIONH JN OPERATION ON 301'H J uNE, 1951-contin>ted. 

Station. 
Frequency 

(kc/s). I 
'Hours of service 

Wave-length Aerial power per week (to 
(m ) (wattR). nearest quarter 

· • _______ 1 _ __ h_o_ur_)_. _ 

I 
MEDIUM WAVE SRRVICES-continned. 

TV estern A iistralia. 

Goldfields Regional (Kalgoorlie) 720 417 2,000 122! 
Geraldton R.egional 820 366 2,000 122! 
South West Regional (Wagin) 560 536 10,000 122! 
Perth 690 43fi 5,000 116 
Perth 800 375 1,000 118! 

TaJJmania. 

North Regional (Kelso) 710 423 7,000 122! 
Hobart 600 500 2,000 116 
Hobart . . 1,160 259 600 118! 

Northern T erritory. 

Alice Springs Regional 1,530 Hl6 50 122! 
Darwin Regional 1,500 200 200 122! 

Papua. 

Port Moresby . . I 1,250 240 500 76t 

SHORT WAYE SERVICES. 
Lyndhurst, Victoria The frequencies on which 10,000 53t* 
Lyndhurst, Victoria these stations transmit 5,000 116! 
Brisbane, Queensland are varied as required to 10,000 122t 
Perth, Western Australia obtain optimum results 2,000 119 
Lyndhurst, Victoria 10,000 119 
Port Moresby, Papua 2,000 75! 
Perth, Western Australia 10,000 119 
Sydney, New South Wales 2.000 119 
Brisbane, Queensland 10;000 122t 

FREQUENCY l\;IODULATION Simvrcrns (EXPERIMENTAL). 

Melbourne, Victoria .. I 91.100 Mc/s. 2,000 
Sydney, New South Wales .. 92 . 100 llfo/s. 2,000 
Adelaide, South Australia . . I 97. 300 Mc/s. 250 

•Available only part-time for the Nat ional Broadcasting 8ervice; also operates for Radio Australia. 

APPENDIX 0. 
COl'iThIERCIAL BROADCASTING STATIONS. 

INCREASES IN OPERATING POWER DETERMINED BY THE BOARD. 
Position as at 1st September, 1951. 

Power Power Power Power 

Location of station. previously determined Call sign. Location of station. previously determined 
authorized by Board authorized by Board 

(watts). (watts). (watts) . • (watts). 

New South Wales . Queensland. 

.. Armidale . . . . 200 1,000 4AY . . Ayr .. . . . . 500 1,000 

.. Albury . . . . .. 200 2,000 4BU .. Bunda berg . . . . 500 1,000* 

.. Bega . . . . . . 500 1,000 4CA . . Cairns . . . . 300 1,000 

.. Bathurst .. . . 200 1,000* 4GR .. Toowoomba . . . . 500 2,000 

.. Dubbo . . . . . . 200 2,000 4GY . . Gym pie .. . . 200 500* 

.. Grafton .. . . 200 1,000 4IP .. Ipswich . . . . 200 1,000 

.. Goulburn . . . . 200 2,000 4LG .. Longreach .. . . 1,000 2,000 

.. Katoomba .. .. 1,000 1,000* 4MB .. Mary borough .. . . 300 1,000* 

.. Kempsey .. .. 300 1,000* 4MK .. Mackay . . . . 100 2,000 

.. Young . . . . 300 2,000 4RO .. Rockhampton . . . . 200 2,000 

.. Lismore . . .. 500 1,000 4TO . . Townsville . . . . 200 1,000 

.. Lithgow .. . . 100 500 4VL .. Charleville . . . . 500 1,000 

.. Mudgee . . . . 100 500 4WK . . Warwick .. . . 100 1,000 

.. Gunnedah . . .. 100 1,000 4ZR .. Roma .. . . 500 1,000 

.. Murwillumbah .. .. 500 1,000 

. . Parkes .. .. 200 500 South Australia. 

. . Deniliquin .. .. 200 1,000 5AU \ Port Augusta .. 
I 

200 500 Griffith 200 1.000 .. . . 
I .. . . .. 5SE Mount Gambier 

Wollongong 500 2;000 .. . . 200 500 .. . . . . 
.. Coo ma .. .. 500 1,000 Western A 1istralia . 

Victoria. 
601 .. 

I 

Collie . . .. 500 

I 

2,000 
6GE .. Gerald ton . . . . 500 2,000 

Balla.rat 
6KG .. Kalgoorlie . . .. 500 2,000 .. .. . . 500 

I 
1,000 6MD Merridin 500 2,000 

Bendigo 
.. .. .. .. . . 500 1,000 

.. Colao . . . . . . 200 1,000 Tasmania . .. Mary borough .. .. 500 1,000 

. . Geelong .. . . 500 1,000 7HO .. Hobart . . . . 500 2,000 

.. Mildura .. .. 200 1,000 7HT . . Hobart . . . . 500 2,000 

.. Swan Hill . . .. 200 1,000 7AD .. Devonport .. .. 300 500 

.. Sale . . . . .. 1,000 2,000 7BU . . Burnie . . .. 200 500 

. . Warragul .. . . 200 1,000 7DY . . Derby . . .. 200 500 .. W arrnambool .. .. 200 1,000 7EX .. Launceston .. .. 500 2,000 
7LA .. Launceston .. .. 500 2,000 

• Approved power' during day 2,000 watts. 



er 
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APPENDIX D. 
STANDARDS FOR THE TECHNICAL EQUIPMENT AND OPERATION OF MEDIUM FREQUENCY BROADCASTING 

STATIONS. 
TABI,E OF CONTENTS. 

Part !.-Introduction. 

Part IL-Definitions. 
Paragraph 3 ( 1.) 

(2.) 
( 3.) 
(4.) 
(ri.) 
(6.) 
(7.) 
( 8 . ) 
(9.) 

(10.) 
( 11.) 
(12 . ) 
( 1:3.) 
(14. ) 
( 15. ) 
(16.) 
(17.) 
( 18.) 
( 19.) 
(20.) 
(21.) 
(22.) 
(23.) 
(24.) 
(25.) 
(26.) 
(27.) 
(28. ) 
(29.) 
(30. ) 
( 31.) 
(32.) 
(33.) 
(34.) 

Board. 
.Approved. 
Station or broadca~ting station. 
.Authorized power. 
l\faxirnum rated carrier power. 
Aerial input power. 
Anode input power. 
Last or final radio stage. 
:Modulation. 
Modulated stage. 
Per cent. or percentu.gc modulation. 
Maximum percentage modulation. 
High level modulation . 
Low level modulation. 
Grid bias modulation. 
Suppressor grid modnla.t.ion. 
Cathode modulation . 
Carrier shift. 
Aerial resistance. 
Aerial current. 
Figure of merit. 
Blanket area. 
Carrier wave. 
Carrier frequency. 
Operating frequency. 
Authorized frequency. 
Frequency response. 
Total audio harmonic distortion. 
Gain. · 
.Bpurious radiation. 
Reverberation time. 
Absorption coefficient. 
Terhnician. 
Authorized person. 

Part III.- Preliminary Details 
New Commercial Stations. 

r egarding Establishment of 

Para.graph 4 (l.) - (3. ) General details regarding site 
location. 

(4. ) 
(5.) 
(6. ) 
(7.) 
(8.) 

Site layout details. 
'Building details. 
Transmitter circuit details. 
Transmitter information . 
Studio information. 

Part IV.-Station Plant and F..quipment---Technical Require
ments. 

Division 1.- Introductory. 

Paragraphs 5-6. General. 

Division 2.- Location and Layout of Site: Location of 
Transmitters .. 

Paragraph 7. Location of transmitters. 
8-14. Primary service area. 

Division 3.-Aerial and Earth Systems. 

Paragraphs 15-20. 
21- 22. 
23. 
24-26. 
27- 28. 

Radiating systems. 
Earth svstem. 
-Counterpoise. 
Directional a rrays. 
Hazar ds to air navigation. 

Division 4.- Station Buildings. 
Paragraphs 29- 30. 

31. 
32. 
33. 

General. 
Transmitter installation. 
Electrical wiring installation. 
Lighting. 

Division 5.-Transrnitting. Equipment. 
Paragraphs 34--35. General. 

36. Aerial input. 
37. Maximum rated carrier power. 
38·-3!l. Measurement of power. 
40. Change in power indicating meters . 
41. Percentage modulation. 
42. Audio frequency distortion . 
43. Audio frequency response. 
44. Carrier shift. 
45. Carrier noise. 
46. Power output control. 
47-50. Frequency stability. 
51. Spurious radiation. 
52.-53. :Modulation monitor. 
54- 58. Construction. 
5-9-GO. Metering equipment. 
61- 6-5. Wiring and shielding. 
66. Component parts. 
67-68. .Spare tubes. 
69-77. Programme control equipment. 
78-80. Power control and supervisory 

system. 

Division 6.-Emergency and Stand-by Equipment. 
Paragraphs 81- 82. Auxiliary transmitter. 

8:l. Stand-by engine generator . 
84. Emergency aerial. 

Division 7.-Testing Facilities. 
Paragraph 85. Metering facilities. 

86. Miscellaneous equipment. 
87. Portable test vol tmcter. 

Division 8.-Technical 
Paragraphs 88--89. 

90. 

Staff and Opera.ting Log. 
Technicians. 
Operating log. 

Division 9.-Unattended Operaotion. 
Paragraph 91. General. 

92 . Transmitter with manual change· 

Part V.-Studio 
men ts. 

ParagraJlh 

over to auxiliary. 
93. Transmitter with ~utomatic change-

over to auxiliary. ,. 
94. Standard transmitter operated nn· 

attended. 
90. TranRmitter with dua.l amplifie1· 

chains. 
9fl. Opera ti on al requirements. 
97. Emergency engine alternator with 

unattended operation. 

Plant :md Equipment- Technical Require· 

98. General. 
99. r.Jocation of studios. 

100. Layout and construction of stu<li0 
buildings. 

101. Acoustic design of studios. 
102. .Studio equipment. 
103. ·Studio recording and reproducing 

equipment. 
104. Outside broadcasting e<ptipment. 
105. Emergency studio e<p1ipment. 

Table 1.- Condnctivity of Various TypcR of Aust r al inn Terrain. 

Table 2.-Typical Station J_og. 

Table 3.-Absorption Co-efficient of Studio Materials. 

llrawings.- Conductivity Measurements ( 3 sheets). 
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APPENDIX E. 
AUSTRALIAN BROADCASTING CONTROL BOARD. 

STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS l'OR YEAR ENmm 30TH JUNE, 1951. 

Receif>ts. 

Previous Year. 30th June, 1951. Previous Year. 

£ £ 8, d. 
2,521 8 7 Balance brought forward . . 

36,665 0 0 Parliamentary Ap- £ s. d. 
propriation 65,ilOO 0 0 

Less unexpended, 

s. d. 

repaid 6,599 17 IO 
----------- 58,900 2 2 

7 18 6 Miscellaneous Revenue 6 3 8 

£ 8. d. 

26,893 5 8 
2,772 13 5 

177 10 9 

29,842 9 IO 

4,268 3 9 
721 4 IO 

2,981 18 8 

7,971 7 3 

Payments. 

Salaries and Wages
SalarieR 
Temporary Assistance 
Extrn Duty Pay 

General Expen:;e::;-
Tra velling and Subsistence 
P ost nge, Telephones, &c. 
Incidentals 

Stores and l\laterinl-

30th Jwie, 1951. 

£ 8 . d. 

41,.144 7 7 
3,77D fi ;; 

646 II iJ 

•15,370 4 8 

;i,074 18 II 
1,27{) 14 0 
i),056 1 JO 

ll,W6 14 9 

1,291 7 3 Office Requi>Jites 
89 2 9 'l'eclmical Equipment 

1,415 5 l 
514 4 

1,380 10 () l,!J29 6 5 
---- --

Balance carried forward 
39,194 7 58,!J06 5 IO 39,194 7 Total 38,906 5 10 

J. O'KELLY (8ecretary). 

The Statement of Receipts and Payments has been examined and iH in agreement with the books. In my opinion it exhibits a t rue 
and correct statement of the ca,sh transactions of the Au"tralian Broadcasting Controi Board for the year ended 30th June, l9i51. 

L. B. HANNING (Chairman). 

A. E . WHITESIDE, 
Acting Auditor-General for the Commonwealt h . 

30th November, 1961. 

30th June, 1950. 

£ 8. d, 

STATEMENT OF ASSETS AS AT 30TII JUN~;, 19.51. 

Description of Assets
Land and Buildings 
Office Furniture an<l Equipmont-

4,441 0 0 At cost 

391 0 0 

4,047 0 0 

8!J 0 0 

9 0 0 

80 0 0 

20 0 0 

4,147 0 0 

Additions during year .. 

Less-Depreciation 
Items written off 

Library-
At cost 
L ess- Depreciation 

Technical Equipment-
Cost to 30th June, 1950 
Additions during year 

Less- Depreciation 
Items written off 

Office Stores and Material on hand 
, Cash nt Bank and on ham! 

£ s. d. 
792 0 0 

6!) 0 () 

30th J une, 19i51. 

£ 8 . rl 

£ 8. d. 
4,441 () 0 

714 0 0 

5,155 0 () 

792 0 () 

4,3G3 0 () 

?2i5 () 0 
73 0 () 

G52 0 0 

89 0 0 
514 0 0 

603 0 0 

69 0 0 
534 0 0 

2D2 0 0 2!l2 () 0 

5,8'11 0 0 

J. O'KELLY (Secretary). 

The Stat ement of Asset s has been examined and is in agreem ent with the books. In my opinion it exhibits a tnw and fair position 
regardmg the assets of the Australirm Bro1td casting Control Board based upon cash pa?ments t o 30t h June, l!li51. 

L . B. F ANNI NG (Chairm an). 

A. E. WHITESllJE, 
Acting Auditor•General for the Commonwealth , 

30th November, l95l. 
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APPENDIX F. 
COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA. 

BROADCAST LISTENERS' LICENCES IN FORCE ON 30TH JUNE, 1951. 

Class of licence. 

Ordinary 
Pensioners 
Blind Persons 
Schools .. 

Total 

Ratio to 100 of Population 

Ordinary 
Motor Cars 
Pensioners 

Total 

.. 

. . 

. . 

.. 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

. . 

.. 

.. 

.. 

New South Victoria. Queensland. South Western 
Wales. Australia. Australia. 

LICENCES FOR ONE RECEIVER. 

649,042 508,617 260,386 198,560 133,421 
27,234 11,825 9,292 5,152 5,899 

897 647 262 290 236 
2,059 1,413 647 693 113 

679,232 I 522,502 270,587 204,695 139,669 

20.59 
I 

23.42 22 . 71 28.15 24 .35 

LICENCES FOR MORE 1'HAN ONE RECEIVER. 

70,091 56,674 16,582 

I 
38,006 19,138 

4,155 7,044 795 1,452 463 
280 173 55 

j 

158 166 

74,526 63,891 17,432 39,616 19,767 

Tasmania. 

65,648 
2,142 

145 
214 

68,149 

23.15 

8,718 
837 

39 

9,594 

Printed and Published for tho Govmnnl'.JCNT of the Colit:MONWliL'rll o:rr AueTBALIA by 
L. JI', JOBl'l'J'01'1 Commonwea.ltb Government Printer, Canberra.. 

Common-
wealth. 

1,815,674 
61,544 

2,477 
5,139 

1,884,834 

22.67 
--

209,209 
14,746 

871 

224,826 


