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HE history of Amalgamated Wireless is more than a recital
of technical development and progress. It is the story of a
company enlarging the scope and application of wireless science
and developing and making available to the Australian public a
valuable national service. During the last 26 years the progress
of wireless has been truly marvellous—out-distancing all other

sciences.

The greater number of the wireless services now in operation
and the many wireless achievements to-day regarded as common-
place were, 26 years ago, either unthought of or were regarded as
being outside the realm of practicability.

While geographical frontiers have shrunk with the annihila-
tion of distance, the boundaries of wireless science are now wider
than ever. Each discovery but opens the gateway to greater attain-
ments. As each ideal set by A.W.A. is realised, another, larger and
more expansive, takes its place. The outstanding progress of
A.W.A. and its leadership in national wireless is due in a large
measure to the foresight, ability and research work of Sir Ernest

Fisk, Chairman of A.W.A.

Early in the company’s history Sir Ernest laid down the policy
of “Good Service to the Public,” and the practice of this precept
by the company’s staff in its manifold activities, together with a
forward policy of developing and expanding every phase of wire-
less in Australia and the Pacific, largely accounts for the goodwill
and high prestige the company to-day enjoys, not only in Australia,
but throughout the world.
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Wireless Development

Commercial wireless in Australia dates back to 1910, when the first over-
seas ships equipped with wireless arrived in Australia.

At that time but little was known in Australia of the new science. Such
wireless work as had been carried out was of a spasmodic and experimental

nature only.

In 1913 Amalgamated Wireless (A/sia) Ltd. was incorporated, and thence-
forth the commercial development of wireless proceeded apace.

The earlier years of the company were devoted to equipping Australian
and New Zealand ships with wireless. With the War came the equipping of
wireless on transports, not only in Australia, but on British ships built in Japan,
China, and other countries.

Before 1913 all wireless equipment was imported from Britain or Europe.
That condition is vastly altered. Representations before the War that, for
national insurance, and the emergency service of British countries in the
Pacific, Australia ought to be encouraged to make her own supplies, were
justified to the hilt during the War years.

Sir Ernest Fisk early foresaw the day when Australia and the Homeland
would be linked by a direct wireless service and, backed by an unlimited faith,
worked unceasingly for its accomplishment. In 1918, after several years’
experiments, he was successful in receiving the first direct wireless messages
from England to Australia. Over eight years elapsed, however, before he had
the satisfaction of opening such a service to the public.

The Beam Wireless Service between Australia and Great Britain was opened
on April 8, 1927, and led the way to a new era in trans-ocean communication.

Three years later the Wireless Telephony Services between Australia and
Great Britain, the Continent of Europe, and North and South America, became
an accomplished fact, enabling an Australian telephone subscriber to ring up
any one of 35,000,000 telephone subscribers in other parts of the world.

A direct wireless telephone service between Australia and United States
of America was opened on December 21st, 1938, enabling subscribers in Aus-
tralia and United States to speak to each other at rates lower than those
previously ruling.

Another notable event in wireless expansion was the taking over by
A.W.A. in 1922 of the Australian Coastal Radio Stations and the Wireless Services
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of Papua and New Guinea, and modernising and operating them in con-
junction with the company’s other wireless services in order to better serve
the telegraphic needs of Australia and the Pacific.

Broadcasting is undoubtedly the most familiar phase of wireless in the
public mind to-day. It touches the lives of all of us in a far more intimate
manner than any other branch of wireless. It was pioneered in Australia by
A.W.A., the first public demonstration being given at the Royal Society of
N.S.W. on August 13th, 1919, by Sir Ernest Fisk. On 13th October, 1920, a
complete public broadcast concert was arranged by Sir Ernest at the Queen’s
Hall, Melbourne.

In 1923 A.W.A. supplied the broadcasting equipment for Station 2 FC,
and in the following years installed no less than fifty transmitters in most of
the principal cities and towns of the Commonwealth and in the principal cities
of New Zealand, Papua and Fiji.

In 1927 the first short-wave world-wide broadcasts were commenced by
A.W.A. from its stations VK2ME, Sydney, and VK3ME, Melbourne, with the
object of making Australia and her resources and attractions better known
abroad.

The Beam Wireless Picturegram Service, opened on October 16th, 1934,
enables the interchange of pictures, photos, designs and drawings between
Australia and Great Britain. In to-day’s paper you may see a picture of an
important event that took place in London yesterday.

Many of these developments would not have been accomplished had not
A.W.A. early undertaken the building up of a self-contained Australian manu-
facturing industry. The manufacture of wireless equipment has developed
with the years, and to-day the company is in the unique position of producing
every type of wireless equipment for use at sea, on land, or in the air.

Organised scientific research, with its energy, resource and financial
direction, occupies a paramount position in our industrial structure to-day,
replacing the lone worker with his often chance findings. A.W.A. recognises
that many closely veiled wireless secrets still await the scientist. Conscious
of its obligation to develop every phase of wireless, the company maintains
a modernly equipped research laboratory staffed with highly qualified scientists;
in thus utilising the creative effort of highly trained Australians, the com-
pany is opening up further avenues of employment for Australian ability.
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Beam Wireless

Some indication of the magnitude of the Beam Wireless Service in relation
to the business and social life of the community may be gauged from the fact
that over 144,000,000 words have been handled by the service since its opening
on 8th April, 1927. The establishment of the Beam made it possible to effect a
decrease in the telegraphic rates between Australia and the outside world,
effecting a saving of £1,500,000 to the Australian public.

A great deal of experimental work in trans-ocean communications was
carried out by Sir Ernest Fisk, Chairman of A.W.A., during the years preceding
the opening of a commercial service. On September 22nd, 1918, Sir Ernest, in
furthering his advocacy of a direct wireless service, received in Australia the first
direct wireless message transmitted from England.

So successful was the Beam Wireless Service between Australia and Great
Britain that a year later a similar service between Australia and Canada, serving
North and South America, was opened.

The work of establishing the Beam was carried out under the supervision
of Sir Ernest, who, for more than a decade, had not only visualised direct trans-
ocean wireless communication between Australia and Great Britain, and Aus-
tralia and the other Dominions, but had consistently advocated and demonstrated
the technical means and methods by which it could be carried out. To-day Sir
Ernest has the satisfaction of seeing his cherished idea of a direct wireless
service operating with brilliant success.

Beam Wireless Stations

The Beam Transmitting centre in Australia is located at Fiskville, close
to Ballan, about fifty miles west of Melbourne. There are three sets of trans-
mitters. One is used for messages to London, whence they are distributed
throughout the United Kingdom and Europe.

A second transmitting set communicates with Montreal, in Canada. The
third transmitter is used for the wireless despatch of pictures to either London
or Montreal.

Rockbank, about 18 miles from Melbourne, is the receiving centre for
incoming Beam wireless messages. Both the transmitting and receiving stations
are connected by special telegraph lines with the Beam Wireless Offices in
Melbourne and Sydney.
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BEAWS WIRELESS
RECEIVING  STATION,
ROCKBANK, VICTORIA.

The picturesque entrance to the station.

Aerial system for reception of

messages.

Rack of Beam wireless
receivers.
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BEAM WIRELESS
TRANSMITTING STATION,
FISKVILLE, V.

Three of the six 250 feet Masts.
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Power plant at
Fiskville.




Beam Wireless Station entrance, on each side
of which are the modern staff bungalows.
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