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Broadcasting Company

Claims against Commonfwealth

govemment

Decision Reserved

N action was commenced in the
High Court, sitting in Melbourne,
last week, by the Broadcasting

Company of Australia Pty. Ltd., and the
Associated Radio Company of Australia,
claiming certain sums of money from the
Commonwealth and the Postmaster-Gen-
eral in regard to broadcasting fees.

The sum claimed by the Broadcasting
Co. of Australia was £3,260/4/2; the
claim of the Associated Radio Co. was
for £2,203/18/2. Alternatively the Do-
minion Broadcasting Co., having been as-
signed certain rights in each of the other
companies, claimed £1,450/15/9 of the
amount claimed by the Broadcasting Co.
of Australia and £1,554/0/8 of the
amount claimed by the Associated Radio
Co. A demurrer was entered in the ac-
tion by the Commonwealth and the Post-
master-General on the ground that the
statement of claim was bad in law, and
did not disclose any cause of action, and
on this demurrer the action came before
the Full High Court on 31/10/34. Mr.
Ham, K.C, and Mr. Eager (instructed
by Sir Robert Best) appeared for the
companies, and Mr. Latham, K.C., and
Mr. Keating (by the Commonwealth
Crown Solicitor), appeared for the Com-
monwealth.

For the Postmaster-General it was
stated that as far as he was concerned as
a defendant an action could not lie, as
there was no statutory authority for such
proceeding.

On behalf of the companies it was
claimed that on 7th August, 1928, the
sums claimed were due. Before that date
the Commonwealth collected 27/6 from
the holder of each licence, retaining 2/6
cost of administrative expenses, and dis-
tributed the remainder in the proportion
of 70 per cent. to the Broadcasting Co.
of Australia and 30 per cent. to the As-
sociated Radio Co. On 7th August a
new regulation under the act was made,
operating from 1st November, 1927, and
providing for the deduction of the pay
ment to the Broadcasting Co. of an
amount not exceeding 5d. per licence for
each month of the currency after that
date of licences issued before 1st Janu-
ary, 1928. The amounts claimed in the
writ were represented by those deduc-
tions.

Mr. Ham contended that the regula-
tion was invalid, as it dealt with an ac-
crued liability; also, there was no power
to make the regulation retrospective.

Mr. Latham said it was within the
power of the authorities to make regula-
tions providing for the distribution of
revenue [rom licence fees. Under the
Wireless Agreement Act, 1927, the Com-
monwealth Government agreed to pay on
behalf of the companies royalties to the

various holders of patents, and therefore
a change in the distribution of the licence
revenue was necessary. 'lhe companies,
taking into consideration that they did
not have to pay royalties, received just
as much as before. The regulation, if
properly read, was not retrospective in
any sense. It simply provided a means
of ascertaining a sum by the use of three
figures. It was provided in the regula-
tions that the Postmaster-General had dis-
cretionary powers regarding the date of
collection of fees.
The court reserved its decision.

HIGH FIDELITY TRAN-
SCRIPTIONS

Australia will soon have the benefit
of the latest high fidelity transcriptions
of the National Broadcasting Corporation
of America, which will be made avail-
able for Australian stations by Amalga-
mated Wireless. These come to Australia
in accordance with the arrangement be-
tween America’s largest broadcasting or-
ganisation, the National Broadcasting
Corporation, and Amalgamated Wireless
(A/sia) Ltd.

It is expected that a further announce-
ment regarding other services will be
made in the course of the next few
weeks.

HOW H.M.S. “SUSSEX”
ARRIVAL WAS
BROADCAST
Pilot Steamer and Short Wave

Radio

The highly successful broadcast of the
arrival and berthing of H.M.S. “Sussex”
in Melbourne was due largely to the use
of a battery operated Tasma all-wave re-
ceiver by the Postmaster General's De-
partment. The eye-witness description of
the historic event was made on an 80
metre transmitter from the deck of the
pilot steamer which met the ship off Port
Phillip Heads. This transmission was
picked up by a battery all-wave receiver
(known to the Australian public as the
Tasma “Cruiser”) and relayed over the
national network. “There was no time to
build special equipment nor was there
any real need,” stated an executive of the
Tasma organisation. ““The order from
the P.M.G.s Department came at the
last moment. We knew, however, that
the “Cruiser” could cope with any short-
wave work.”  The excellence of this
broadcast affords ample proof of the effi-
ciency of the equipment chosen to carry
it out.

We understand that the engineers of
the P.M.G.’s Department expressed keen
appreciation of the performance of this
set. ,
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3-AW-3HA Competition

In connection with Hoadley's, 3AW
Melbourne, and 3HA Hamilton have ar-
ranged a “‘Verse or Prose™ competition.
The conditions call for four lines, one
of which must contain the word “Hoad-
ley’s” or the name of any one of their
registered competitive lines. The first
prize will be awarded to the competitor
who in the opinion of the management
of 3AW and 3HA sends in the best verse
or prose. Three other prizes will be
awarded to the next best competitors.

The first prize is two Burns Philp
cruises In the Strathnaver, Oronsay or
any other boat (first class valued at £63).
It is donated by the travel department of
Burns Philp and Co. Ltd. The second
prize is a new Vogue radio receiver
valued at £19/12/6, donated by Allan &
Co. The third prize is a Malvern Star
“Oppy” cycle valued at £14/10/- do-
nated by Bruce Small & Co. The fourth
prize is an Alexander “Ace” flat top
racquet donated by Strachan Bros., Mel-
bourne.

100 HOURS PER WEEK

For over two years 3 K.Z. has been on
the air just under 100 hours every week.
During special seasons, such as the
Cricket, Centenary, etc., this figure has
"been greatly exceeded, but recently, as a
special service to early risers, the Station
commenced its morning broadcasts at 6.30
a.m. instead of 7.0 a.m. as heretofore.
From a statistical point of view, this is
interesting, as the Station’s weekly broad-
casting hours will now pass the century
for the fifty-two weeks of the year; but
“Sunny Jim” who conducts this session
for sleepwalkers and others has been truly
amazed (by the amount of early 'phone
calls and letters) at the number of people
who apparently have been awaiting this
early bright touch of the Brighter Broad-
casting Service to start their day.

2UW’S SPORTING
INNOVATIONS

2UW has established quite a sporting
personnel in its sports service. Every
Friday night from 6.40 to 7, prospects
for the following day are discussed by
Charles Lawrence; on Saturday morning at
10.30, M. A. Ferry gives last-minute rac-
ing information; on Saturday afternoons,
Eric Welch broadcasts from Melbourne;
Charles Lawrence and George Davis (who
is also Copy Chief) deal with form and
other matters; while Sporting Editor Ar-
thur Anderson supplies all details con-
cerning general sporting, starting prices,
etc., to the pair at the “mike”. Then at
night from 6.30 to 7 Charles Lawrence
reviews all the sporting of that day.
2UW, by the way, has secured exclusive
right to broadcast Eric Welch's description
of the Melbourne Cup and a record of
this will also be taken in 2UW’s Studios
and repeated at 8 o'clock on Melbourne
Cup night and later in the evening. In
addition, M. A. Ferry will broadcast the
running of all the Randwick events at
the 1934 Spring meeting.
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