











May 2, 1923.

“RADIO”

Trans-Pacific Tests

directs attention to their importance to the wire-

less amateurs of Australia. For some congsider-
able time past a large number of enthusiastic experi-
menters all over Australia have been hard at work build-
ing apparatus and completing arrangements in order
that the best possible results may be achieved.

It cannot be too strongly emphasised that these
tests have a national as well as a world-wide interest.

Therefore, it behoves all who have the progress of
radio at heart to do all that lies in their power towards
ensuring a large measure of success being recorded to
the credit of Australian experimenters.

It can safely be assumed that those engaged in the
actual task of attempting to receive the messages trans-
mitted by the American amateurs will spare no effort
to accomplish the aim they have in view. We trust that
those not taking part in the tests will co-operate loyally
with them to the extent of closing down their stations
at the actual tinies at which it is caleulated the messages
will reach Australia. It is only a small sacrifice they
are being asked to make, but non-compliance therewith
will certainly have a very detrimental effect on the efforts
of those who are out to win new distincetions for Aus-
tralian radio experimenters,

There are some thousands of holders of receiving
licenses in the Commonwealth, and it naturally follows

Growth of

[1E ¢radual formation of radio clubs throughout
Australia is a healthy sign.  Less than twelve
nonths ago the number in existence was cousider-

ably less than it is to-day, and almost every week we
hear of new ones being formed. As might be expected,
the growth has been much greater in and around the
capital cities than in the country, but there is no reason
wlhy the country distriets of the various States should
not have a large nwuber of clubs, consistent with area
and population, in the very near future.

It nmwust be obvious to anyone who cares to give the
matter a moments consideration that the clubs are really
stepping stones on which the great science of radio will
vise to the same dominant position in Australia that it
Geeupies in America and England.  That the public
here are not yet educated to the value and possibilities
of wireless communication is not at all surprising. The
average person regards radio as a subject far too com-
plicated for his untechuical mind, and even when it is
demonstrated that the science is simplicity itself to a
person of ordinary iuntelligence he still remains more or
less unconvinced. Tt is in cases like this that radio

T HE near approach of the Trans-Pacific radio tests

that each and every one is anxious to employ all his
spare time in ‘‘listening in’’ to the signals, music and
speech which, to a more or less extent, fills the air every
night. It is these enthusiasts who are asked to call a
halt while the tests are on in order that a clear field
may be-allowed those who are seeking to establish a
new long-distance record for low-power reception,

The forthcoming test is easily the most important
eveut that has yet engaged the attention of amateurs
in Australia. A wide appeal was made for entrants,
and while the results, numerically comprise only a small
percentage of those holding licenses, the standard of
the competitors is exceptlonally hlgh This only em-
phasises the necessity of non-competitors allowing them
a clear field. There is no means of ensuring this other
than by appealing to the honour of ;those indirectly
concerned in the success of amateur experimentation.

‘We feel that once this fact is realised every raclio
experimenter who possesses a valve receiving set will
fall into line with the wish of th Trans-Pacific Test
Jommittee and suspend his activities during the cur-
rency of the test. By doing so he will be acting in
strict conformity with the high moral standard which
has characterised the doings of radio experimenters in
Australia, and 11101de11ta1]y rendering a distinet servme
to the cause of radio research,

Radio Clubs

clubs are able to render valuable service. = The ceduca-
tional mnfluence of a few lectures and demonstrations, is
beyond question, and the formation of a radio eclub:in
any distriet is certain to arouse the interest of many
who would otherwise remain indifferent to the march of
this truly wonderful seience.  For this reason, if no
other, the growth of clubs is to be encouraged, and
enthusiasts in counutry centres, no matter how small
they may be numerically, should band themselves to-
gether for the advancement of their hobby. The out-
back districts offer every facility for experimentation,
and a practical demonstration of transmnitting and re-
ceiving messages between different towns will do more
to arouse public interest than the most eloquent word
picture of the possibilities of radio communication which
it is possible to paint.

‘We liope to hear of the inauguration of many country
radio clubs in the near future, and those who nndertake
to form thiem can rest (1551119(1 that the work they are
doing will stand as a mouwment to their faith and enter-
prise long after radio has overstepped the limits which
bound its horizon to-day.










































































