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INTRODUCTION

Welcome to our time machine. It may look like a book, but don’t let its innocent
appearance fool you. There are no whirling dials and control levers; but once you
turn over the next page, it'll take you on an incredible journey backwards in time.
You'll find yourself back in the 1920’s, when Australia’s first few radio stations
were just getting established.

We make no apologies — it’s a nostalgia trip. In this modern world of colour
TV. video cassette recorders, digital CD records, and personal computers, it’s easy
to forget that only 60 years ago none of these things existed. Radio or “wireless”
had only just begun, and people were still adjusting to the wonder of this new and
exciting technology.

The department stores were selling radio sets in big cabinets, with fanciful
flared horn loudspeakers and staggering price tags. A typical set cost around 50
pounds, for example — as you'll see. When you consider that the average male
weekly wage in Australia at the time was almost exactly five pounds, this was
obviously a small fortune: around ten week’s wages, or the equivalent of about
$4000 in today’s money!

Small wonder that the only way for many pcople to get a radio was to build
their own. In order to do so, they needed the special parts. So a new type of
retail/wholesale store sprang up: the “radio dealer”.

They also needed information — where to get the parts, how to build your
own set, which stations to tune in for, and details of the programmes being
broadcast. To meet this need, a new weekly magazine sprang into being late in
1922. It was called “Wireless Weekly”, and it was one of the first radio magazines
in the world.

This book is a collection of the highlights from early issues of Wireless
Weekly. We've chosen them carefully, to try to give you the best possible insight
into Australian radio in the twenties.

We've taken the material from issues in 1927, because this year was a
particularly interesting one. The first few stations — all privately owned — had
just been established in the capital cities, with regular broadcasts each day (well,
most days!), and already quite a few radio dealers were advertising parts. There
were even a few firms starting to offer locally-made sets.

At the same time, it was in 1927 that Australian radio broadcasting was
already coming to the end of its pioneering era. The early days when an amateur
entrepreneur could set up his own station werc drawing to a close. Shortly after
this, the industry would be taken over and formalised, first by big business and
then by the Federal Government.

In 1927, issues of Wireless Weekly sold for three pence and consisted of 64
pages with a cover. Each issue contained an editorial or “leader””, some news
stories, background on what was happening at the stations, and a programme
listing for the next week. There was also some technical information, to help those
who wanted to build or instal their own set.

What we’ve done here is pick out the most interesting bits from quite a few
issues. You’ll find some front covers, a few editorials, some of the best news
items, a collection of typical do-it-yourself radio set designs, and some selected
pages from the programme listings. Plus a generous sprinkling of the original
advertisements, of course. These are particularly fascinating, because they show
prices and put everything into a proper context.

Here are a few things to note as you take this journey back in time. As you
can see from the program listings, by mid-1927 there were only three stations in
Sydney broadcasting regularly most days. Similarly there were only two in
Melbourne, and one cach in Brisbane, Adelaide and Perth. Later in the year a
fourth station appeared in Sydney, 2UW.




Remember that all of the stations operating in 1927 were still privately owned.
2FC was owned by the retailer Farmer and Company, 2BL by Broadcasters Ltd,
2GB by the Theosophical Society and 2UW by Otto Sandell. In Melbourne, 3LO
was owned by the Broadcasting Co. of Australia, and 3AR by the Associated
Radio Company. The Australian Broadcasting Commission didn’t come into being
until 1932.

You can see from the data panels in the program listings that the short-wave
bands weren’t too crowded, either. There were a few stations in the USA for the
short-wave fan to tune for, plus the Dutch station PCIJ run by the Philips
company. That was about it!

Already in 1927 quite a lot of early work on television had been done by
inventors in a variety of countries. A picture of one of these appears on one of the
Wireless Weekly covers we’ve reproduced: the Scot John Logie Baird. However,
very little of this work had been seen in Australia, and this probably explains the
rather skeptical comments in the editorial on the subject.

To give you an insight into reader attitudes, we’ve squeezed in a few pages
from Wireless Weekly’s ‘“Safety Valve” column. This was a forum for reader
letters, and you can see one of the controversies which raged in the column during
the year: whether or not there was too much religious programming.

Whatever happened to Wireless Weekly? In 1939 it changed into a monthly,
called “Radio & Hobbies”. Sixteen years later, just before television broadcasting
began in Australia, the name was changed to ‘“‘Radio, TV & Hobbies”. Then in
1965, the name was changed again to “Electronics Australia”, to indicate the way
its subject area was becoming ever broader. It’s still going strongly today, after
sixty-three years of continuous publishing — one of the longest established
electronics magazines in the world.

So Wireless Weekly lives on, in today’s Electronics Australia — the leading
electronics magazine in the country.

One person has been associated with and responsible for the magazine far
longer than anyone else: Neville Williams. Neville started with it in the ecarly
1940s, and retired as Editor-in-Chief in 1983. He still writes for it regularly as a
consultant. We thought it would be appropriate for him to write a foreword to this
commemorative book, and we’re delighted that he was able to accept our
invitation to do so. You’ll find it overleaf.

OK now, settle into a comfortable chair and read on. If you find half as much
fascination and enjoyment in reading it as we have in preparing it, you're in for
many hours of fun!

Jim Rowe
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FOREWORD

Without any great feat of memory, I can recall the days when there was not a
single radio set in the NSW country town or indeed in the district where I spent
my boyhood. There was no friendly voice in the corner, to be switched on or off at
will; no news and no weather forecasts other than in the morning papers, which
arrived belatedly each day by train; no way to check the time, except by the clock
in the stationmaster’s office!

As for music, you had to provide your own, unless you were one of the
fortunate few who owned a wind-up phonograph and a handful of records to go
with it.

It is of little wonder that, when radio finally appeared on the scene, it had
such an enormous social impact. With it came music, talks, religious services,
news, market and weather reports, time signals — in short, information, diversion
and companionship at the turn of a switch.

As Jim Rowe has pointed out in his introduction, domestic radio did not come
cheaply at first, as measured either by the cost of receivers or the batteries to
power them. Even when you owned a receiver, you certainly didn’t leave it run all
day. You searched the week’s programs for items that you most wanted to hear
and hoped fervently that the signal would not be blotted out on the day by
atmospheric static.

If the wanted program was being broadcast from the capital in another state,
you hoped even more fervently that you would still be able to pick it up. There
was no networking in those days; no economical way to relay programs over long

-distances; no really practical means of recording them for re-broadcast elsewhere.

That’s the way it was back in the middle '20s — sixty years ago. By 1927, any
lingering doubts about the future of radio (or “wireless”) had largely disappeared.
The pressure was on for familics to buy (or build) a radio set, to string up a large
outdoor aerial and proclaim to the world that they had joined the ranks of regular
listeners.

Living with radio was a totally new experience, with implications probably
more profound, in their day, than anything that was to follow. For the first time,
radio brought the outside world right into the home instantly and intimately. Think
of this as you sample the articles, the letters, the programs and the attitudes of
1927 — itself a significant year in the history of domestic radio.

1927 saw the start of a boom which peaked in the early '30s, with a whole new
generation of new-look receivers and an industry target of a radio in every home;
this, with a proliferation of stations to serve them. Three generations, born since
then, have never known a world without instant music, instant news and, indeed
instant communication.

As a writer and editor, it has been of absorbing
interest to share in, and report on, technical progress
from the pioneering days of ‘‘wireless” to the
fascinating world of ‘“‘clectronics”, which grew out of
it. But I wonder, in all that time, whether there has
ever been a broadcast more memorable than a voice
from the Moon announcing: “We have lift-off!”’

Neville Williams
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Radio’s Latest Broadcast RECEIVER
- COLMOVOX 1928 Super Eight

Standard Battery Model All Electric Model

£62/10/-

Tunes in all Australian and New Zealand Stations on Loop Aerial

i ALWAYS READY  ALWAYS RIGHT  GUARANTEED |

Colville Moore Wireless Supplies Ltd.

'PHONE, B2261 10 Rowe Street (Near Hotel Australia) SYDNEY
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graceful and efficient — with wooden

flare of Jacobean oak finish., Improved
N appearance—pleasing mellow tone.
A full size, well designed, well balanced

Wlth Oak Flare.'ljrpe ARGS -0 and exceedingly efficient Loud Speaker,

with the Amplion Hall-mark, for five
**British and Best"” pounds, ten shillings.

@ﬁrm--o AM Pl.ION

Qe Hodels oo The Wotlds Standard Whieless Toud Speakex

“to £9100

Adwvz. of Amolien (Austrshasis) Limited, Malbourne wnd Sydney
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FRIDAY, 29th JULY, m27.

Home Made Sets—are they Decreasing ?

out the number of receivers in use

that are home made, By home made
one ineans, of course, the assembling to-
icther of component parls of the set ob-
tained from radio traders.

l'[' would be interesting if we could find

We are apt to class all sets not made
compleiely in the factory as home made.
Actually there are very few dets that can
properly be called home made. Home as-
sembled is a better deseription, There may
he.«and probably are, still a few erystal
sets that are made up by the enthusiastic
and energetic owners frum detsils supplied
by the various wireless traders. The pre-
paration of the former, winding of the coil
or coils and making of the connections and
even the cat whisker—all the work of
making a crystal receiver, except the ictual
crystal itself—that constitutes a home-made
sei really. In some cases, indeed, the
actual piece of ecrystal is obtained other
than from a wireless shop.

In the construction of “home-made”
valve sets one comes across energetic
worhkers, who make up the inductances, re-
gigtances and the condensers—all, in fact,
but the valves, Thus we can say that there
are some sets that cannot unreasonably be
called home-made sets, But the number
of home-assembled sets is probably greater,
So many traders are selling component
parts with very complete instructions for
assembly. And there are many “kits” that
are really complete sets disassembled or
disconnected and all ready for assembling.
The purchasers of these kils must constitute
a large proportion of the listeners. Not
only in the metropolitan districts bhut in
the country cenires are these sets found.
Undoubtedly. the zreater number ix in the
suburban uareas, Crystal gets and what
might be terwed low-powered valve sets
are plentiful in those parts. The owners of
the sets are near to the traders, and any
dificulties met with in finally assembling

the set or in testing it ean be remedied, as
advice is thus easily obtained.

We must admire the amateur set builder
in the back country who constructs his set.
He has few of the advantages and facilities
of his city friends, and his difliculties after
he has once started to tune in are greater.
The important factor of selectivity does not
play such a part in a country operated set.
One can easily operate = 4-valve set for
inter-state reception in the country with
comfortable selectivity; whereas the same
set operated within, say, twenty miles of a
station like 3LO, Mclbourne, would prove
very unsatisfactory from the selectivity
point of view.

The more one pondera the subject, the
more evident it becomes that we are u long
way from the phonograph state. That is,
from the stage when all the sets in use
will be factory made. And it is probably
just as well. There is a charm in the as-
sembling of your own set—or the tinkering
with its asgsembly. Provided that that is
done with knowledge there is mo great risk.

The radio traders will continue to offer
various types of components, The concen-
tration on design in all countries will re-
sult in improvements and changes that will
surely be tried out. And it will be good
for the development of the industry.

The wireless papers show no abatement
of the guantity of instructions for the as-
sembly of sets, and the tests of new com-
jpronents. The instructions are generally
very complete and the data, including dia-
grams, are of sufficient clearness and detail
for anyone of average ability to follow, So
long as the use of interfering circuits is not
encouraged this procedure cannot be con-
demned.

Thus we see there is not much likelihood

nf_tlu- home agsembled set disappearing. or
being reduced in any quantity.

——_
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The Elec-Tru-Tone

gives you music !

Any old phonograph
can now be easily and
cheaply converted into
a powerful instrument..

iImproved reproduction of phonograph re-
cords by the use of the Elec-Tru-Tone will
amaze you. No matter what kind of instru-
ment you have you can change it instantly
into one of the new electric reproducing
machines. The Elec-Tru-Tone 1is simply
placed over the tone arm and the plug in-
serted in the detector socket of your radio:
the speaker is plugged in as usual. You will
find this appliance a great hit at your next
dance party or musical evening. Obtainable
from leading Phonograph or Radio Stores, or
from Harringtons.

rricE £8:10:0

The

Planifier

It you do mot' have a

Radio Set, you ean use

l": Ele¢e-Tru-Tone with

the "Planifler'—a 3.

stage resistance, cvupled PRICE
amplifier, ualng the or.

dinary v:hn and power £2 e 10 E 0
valve. with Batteries, ma

used In a Radie Set.

Geedwill Bailt on
Pablic Conidency Since 1388, ¢

386 GEORGE STREET, SYDNEY.

Also at Newcastle, Katoomba, Melbaurne, Brisbane, “Ade]aida,
Wellington (N.Z.), Auckland (N.Z.).
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Some Notes on Television.

OME prominence has been given
S latély in the non-technical presa
to the subject of Television.
Cabled reports from London refer to
“Televisor” sets that are being pro-
duced or likely to be produced in the
near future, and to be =old at very
low prices, Sets developed by a radio
engineer from Hungary are to be soid
at twenty pounda.

Such stalements demand c¢areful
analysis by people concerned with
the proper development of wireless,
und of broadeasting in particular. The
public generally are prone to uccept
atlractive stutements like that with.
out guestion, und look forward con-
lidenlly to having televisors or “look-
ing-in” attachments wired to thelr
receivers. ‘They expect that such de-
sirable new facilities will be available
in a month or so. If they ure not
obtainable, and are not up to expec-
tations, some harm is done to wire-
less generally.

It is that type of statement, un-
qualified, and only in part explained,
that has done considerable harm to
wireless. Well meaning enthusiasts
have spoken a few guarded words
about new devices or methods which
they were developing, and before they
can have any properly completed or
tested samples available the publie
are told of revolutionary departures
and improvements that are zvailable
to broadcast listeners or to other
wireless users. The listeners find on
enquiry that the new device is either
not available, or is only partly com-
pleted. A state of mind bordering on

susp‘icion or scepticiam deveélops, and
caution gives way to enthusiasm.

Thi¢ has been notited in the his-
tory of broadcasting in Australia as
in all other countries. A new cireuit
1S announced. It i8 the last word in
simplicity of adoption and the re-
ceiver in which it is embotlied is one
hundred per cent. eflicient in selec-
tivity, volume and tonal quality. Upon
careful examinution it is subsequently
found to be an old friend in a new
garb; some well known circuit with
n Tew additions or alterations that
introduce very few, if any, advant-
ages, and the new receiver i3 no
better than the old one.

Thus, with television or radio
vision, ag it I8 more cormrectly termed
in its application {0 radio transmiy-
sion. We have had several intriguing
stories during the paat two years of
the early advent of “looking-in.” And
we have not yet been shown any de-
monstration of it, nor has any prac-
tical application of it to the ordinary
user been given in any part of the
world.

True there have been demonstra-
tions of the new art in Ameriea, and
Europe, of more or less promising
success, but all of these exhibitions
have been on an experimental scale,
and not one of them has shown how
the system could be applied with
reasonable simplicity, and economy to
the general public now known as
Listeners. The truth is, of course,
that no such system has so far been
developed, or at all events, no detniled
description of it has appeared in the
reliable technical publications.

FRIDAY, 2id AEPTFMBFER, 1927,
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THE RADIOLA STANDARD §

A 6 Valve Superhetero-
dyne Receiver housed
in 8 handsome Lamin-
ated Maple Cabinet.
Complete with all ac-
cessories, ineluding
Amplion Loud Speaker,
£45.

THE RADJOLA SENIOR ¢

A 8 Valve Superhetero-
dyne Receiver complete
with all accessories, in-
cluding Amplion Loud
Speaker, £65.

-rvvu vv"ll
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THE RADIO SUPER 8
A magnificent 8 Valve
Superheterodyne  Re-
ceiver with concealed
loop and enclosed
Amplion Loud Speaker.

Radiola

Broadcast Receivers

Products of Australia’s Greatest
Wireless Organisation

HENEVER Broadcast Receivers
W are mentioned you will hear

nothing but enthusiasm for the
A.W.A. Radiola Superheterodyne
Receiver.

{ The Superheterodyne principle is re-
cognised as being the highest develop-
ment in the art of receiver design.
The Radiola incorporates in a super-
lative degree all the essentials of a
petfect radio reproduction — ultra
selectivity — simplicity of tuning —
beautiful appearance and superb tonal
qualities.

 Every Radiola is guaranteed for a
period of twelve months.

DEFERRED PAYMENTS ;0 SUIT YOUR CONVENIENCE

Demonstrations at all Authorised Radiola Dealers
throughout Australia.

Amalqama’re > Wireless
(A u;‘:t%lsm

47 YORK STREET,
SYDNEY

T Cut this out and DostNowd

chneless | ————
‘Amg'\q&matl.td) Neme
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ﬁﬂm’"“ et | Address
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FRIDAY, 4th NOVEMBER, 1927.

The Saturation Point in Broadcasting Services.

HE continued increase in listen-
ers’ licences, especially in Vie-
toria, to a degree that exceeds

the ratio to population of England
has caused people to talk of the
“saturation point.” It is argued by
some that the number of listeners has
reached pretty near the limit, that
the maximum number of listeners
that can be expected is within sight.

This saturation point or maximum
density has frequently been applied
to discussions concerning other in-
dustries. The motor industry, the
phonograph industry, have similarly
been examined and wiseacres shook
their heads and said in effect—we
cannot expect to sell many more. But
despite these calculations, the sales
continued. Even with the sewing
machines, the saturation point has
often been threatened.

With broadcasting the problem of
discovering just when the maximum
number of sets or licences is to be
reached is more difficult, particularly
so with listening equipments.

The types of sets are so variable
and various, and the development in
new “hook-ups’” and methods so
rapid, that it is well nigh impossible
to say when the demand will fall
down to the supply. Sets in use will
deteriorate or go out of fashion,
better or simpler methods of control
will be evolved, and consequently
people will change their sets. Thus
the replacements of existing receiv-
ing equipments or the use of auxiliary
sets will be almost as great as the

new sets representing additions to
the great body of the listening public.

The cheapening of sets and of com-
ponent parts will also be a factor of
no inconsiderable importance in sup-
plementing and adding to the number
of sets in use.

Thus, one might argue that the
radio trade will be in no danger of
declining into slackness, but signs of
a flattening out of the curve of
licence development will not be un-
expected. The extraordinary result
of the concentration on service by
3LO: Melbourne, whereby over
130,000 licensed listeners have paid
for their services, is an indieation
that people in large numbers c¢an be
induced to listen without any serious
flagging of interest. But the point is
coming in the curve, when it will
tend to flatten out, new listeners will
not be so easily found.

The responsibility of the station
then will be as great or greater than
before, no slackening up can be
allowed. It will be just as necessary
then to concentrate on every aspect
of the service as at present, so that
the subscribers and patrons may he
retained. It behoves all Lroadcast
enthusiasts to remember the element
of co-operation, and to help the
broadcasting company, by assisting
neighbors in the operation of sets,
and by making helpful and usefnl
criticisms of the service. Thus may
Wwe expect to find broadeasting in all
States developing safely.

AUSTRALIA’S WIRELESS WEEKLY
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1The

‘Swaf;ty Valve

WIRELESS WEEKLY

Readers are urged to express their epinion on maftters per-

taining to broadcasting.

If vou have some grievance, if you

have some constructive critigism to offer, here is your chance
Jor expression—your safety valve. The editor assumes no re-
shonsibility for statements made by readers and published on
this page, asopinions of correspondenis do not represen: onr edi-

LESS RELIGION.
Dear Sir,—For some two years I

have held my peace. I have realised
that not everybody shares my views,
and that when I criticise I should
bear this in mind.

That was what 1 thought until a
little time ago. I believed that there
was a great body of listeners-in both
outback and in the cities who wanted
broadeast church services, and al-
though I myself belicved this feature
was overdone I said nothing.

But in my travels I realised slowly
that there wus no great body of
listeners who appreciated religion by
radio; that city folk preferred to
spend their Sundays out of doors ana
that they wanted cheerful joyous
musieinstead of monotonous mono-
logues and dreary organ recitals, or
wailing choirs. Country folk, I found,
wanted a rest—a day off from duties
around the station or farm, and also
wanted lighter fare.

The religious programme at the
broadeasting stations is tiresomely
overdone. In the other fields of
broadeasting experience shows that
talks must be short and snappy, and
that music must he bright and change-
ful. These lesson: have been carried
into effect in every programme ex-
cept the church services, to which it
applies just as much as to any other.
Instead of broadeasting direct from
the pulpit, why not have u radio
minister who could deliver a short
tatk or sermon, and there let it end?

Are the broadecasting managers
afruid of offending an imaginary pub-
lic? Have they heen bluffed into
mauking the Sunday programme bore-
some in the extreme by the fear of the
howl that would be set up by the
clerieal profession if any change were
to be made? Do they fail to realise
that nothing is doing more to make
church unpopular than broadeast ser-
vicea?

After all the duty of the broadeast-
ing stations is to the public who pay
the fees and not to the parsons who
get the publicity.

And although the public has been
silent on this subject for the same
reason that I have held my peace, let
us hear something now that 1 have
broken the ice.

Yours, etc, JACK BLAIR.

Drummoyne.

P e e e el

torial policies or beliefs. Anonymous letters are not considered,

NO COMPLAINTS.

Dear Sir~—I feel it my duty to ex-
press my feeling towards our broad-
casting stations. As regards 2BL, I
really don't know how this station
could be criticised as regards their
transmission. 1 ean tune in to 2BL
day or night, and find this station
just the sume from when 1 tuned in
until I tuned off, no fading whatever.
I have had all the relays PCJJ from
1 o'clock till 6 in the morning, and
have written to Broadeasters and had
what 1 received verified by a letter I
still have.,

With 2FC I find no fuult. I have
had some very fine programmes from
that station and have heard them
just as loud as 2BL and 3LO, or any
of our A ciass stations. 3LO has no
doubt 2 wonderful variety as regards
programmes, but the transmission
fades a little, as does 4QG, although
I have no cause to complain about
these stations. We do not pay them
one penny of our license fees, so what
right has one?

1 also get 1Y A very nicely, 2GB are
0.K., while 7ZL are the sume. 1 have
heard some good programmes fromn
7ZL lately.

1 may state that my receiver has
been working for 4 years and 1 have
not had one day’s trouble with it, It
was made by my brother and myself,
and for clarity, and volume—well, it
will be hard to beat.

My own opinion is that a lot blame
these stations fading and not getting
good reception, as they have a dry
“B” Battery, and if they were to get
2 wet “B"” Battery, I think that would
overcome & lot of their trouble. There
is one thing 1 would like to have rec-
tified, and that is howling valves. 1
think some people when handling
their receivers think they have hold of
a mangle handle, instead of a con-
denser. .

Yours, ete., P. J. SCULLY.

Maryville.

tnder no clrcumstances can we €on-
slder personal callers whose mission Is
technleal information. Queriea of this
nature are deslt with only throngh the
columna of "“Wirtleas Weekly.”” Send
your letter nddressed, “Wireleas
Weekly,” 31 Castlercagh-strect. Sydney.
Encloae no stamps, but confine the
number of your queriea to four.

Fridoy, 29th July, 1927

e i e e e e T

CALLOUS?

Dear Sir,—As one reared on 3LO 1
have not yet hecome reconeiled to
2FC’S callous disregard of their ad-
vertised programme, nor yet to their
jrresponaible way of starting and
finishing relayed tunes more or less in
the middle. However, if ever they
should need a testimonizl 1 shall be
pleased to state that I once had much
pleasure in setting my clocks by their
time signal tuned in on a crystal re-

ceiver at Launching Place not far
from Melbourne.
Yours, etc.,
BOXER.

Balmain.

FROM THE SOUTH.

Dear Sir,—\With reference to dif-
ferent letters in your magazine, dated
15th July, on “Day and Night Recep-
tion in the Country,” I notice that all
letters have come from the north and
western districts, so I don't suppose
one from the south will be out of
place. We are just on halfway be-
tween Sydney and Melbourne, o one
should be able to compure both very
favorably.

Having had two years’ experience
with wireless, 1 can give you the fol-
lowing information using a J-valve
set (Detector and 2 Audios):

2FC.—Day reception poor--nueh
better when on 1100 metres—night re-
ception better, but a lot of fading.

2BL.—Day reception poor-—night
reception very little better, too much
fading.

3L0.—Good daylight reception—
night reception best of all stations,
excellent—a little fading.

4QG.—No day reception—night
reception very good with u little fad-
ing of late. It might be as well to
note that 4QG up till last month had
practically no fading.

8AR.—Good night reception.

5CL.—Good night reception.

Trusting that this will be a little
information for your magazine,

Yours, etc.,

H. V. MUTCH.
Junee.

Burgess Went with U.S. Mail Flyers,
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Melbourne University Symphony Orchestra at 310

Notes by onr 31O Correspondent

ELDOURNE is torn at present

by rival faetions quarrelling

about the prorosed fund for
ectabiishing a permanent orchestra.
One fazt'on wishes the Unjversity
Sympnony Orchestra to be the foun-
dution of the endowed body; another
ravors the svmphony orchestra ¢ar-
ried on by the lute Alberto Zelman
and now conducted by Fritz Hart, of
the Albert Street Conservatorium.

The whole idea is. of course, de-
signed to give good orchestraul music
to the great mass of the people. It
the latter have to wait till dishar-
monics are changed into harmonics,
the first official programme will prob-
ably contain works of the -matters of
1947.

It is fortunate, under the circum-
stances, that wireless has opened the
way 1o giving the people fine orches-
iru!  concerts under circumstances
that make for true harmony. Profes-
sor Heinze, of the Urcversity, has
arranged with 3LO to give a series of
such concerts, rroviding orchestra and

singers. The first will be Fiven on
August 8rd. Unquestionably there
are, among people who do not go

habitually to concerts, a great num-
ber who will appreciate good musie in
their own homes. That this is so is
proved by the fact that the music
gsold for gramophones and other
mechanical musie reproducers is to a
great extent of very fine quality.
Wireless has cducated the public ear
to this diseriminaticn, and the work of
2LO has been consistently directed to
giving, apart from what the public
wams, a modicum of what it should
want, in the hope that the unusual
niay appeal and create a demand for
more. That this has been so is now
certain, and the engagement of Pro-
fessor Heinze is an indication of the
agreement of the listening community
with the policy of 3LO.

SHAKESPEARE ON THE AIR.

Shakespeare, of course, that giant
inteliect who seemed to 'mticipdte
most things, and even prefigured wire-
Jess in the picture of his Ariel, who
tould “put a girdle round the ecurth in
40 minutes.” and only evred on the
side of slowness in his guess, would
not be surprised at knowing that one
of his most beautiful love-scenes
was going to be shot at far greater
than Aviel's speed round the world.

3L0 has avrunged with Stephante
Deste, that lithe temptress in “Rose
Marie,” who is an extraordinarily
#ood reciter, to play the balcony
scene in ‘““Romeo and Juliet” with

The Melbowrne University Symphony Orchestra, which has been enguged
by 3LO for « series of Clussical Recituls.

Howard Edie. It will be interesting
to see how Shakespeare fares on the
air. There will be no need of setting
a stage for listeners, for the Balconv
Scene carries its own implication, and
the riost slugrish imagination will be
equal to visioning that gallant
doubleted figure looking up to the
white-gowned Juliet on her baleony,
while the Nurse waits within, reaay
to call a warning. I have always
thought that Shakespeare is spoilt by
the muck that scenery producers
think it necessary to hamper himn
with, just as by the music that is so
superfluous. Shakespeare is scenery,
words and music in himself, and with-
out the distraction that stage settings
provide, the mind can concentrate far
more easily and happily on the im-
mortal words that make the drama.
If this sveceeds, as it should, there is
no reason why Shakespearian scenes
should not become a regular purt of
a programme on certain nights. They
may give bhaek to the people that
appreciation of Shakespeare of which
teachers and actors have robbed them.

SO0 SUCCESSFULLY WERE the
excerpts from “Madawe Pompadour”

"broadeast from 2FC that a relay b

3LO has been ananged for Monday,
August 8,

Ask forr the New 83X Philco Battery,
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A FASCINATING little competi-
tion has been arranged for the little
ones by 3L.0O, and shortly will be heard
over the air.

A short story will be read to the
children, and this includes the names
of ten popular songs. Blanks will be
left in the narration where the kiddies
will be expected to fill in the name of
4 song.

Thus the story might read: “One
day 'Rose Marie’ met ‘Cecillia’ who
was ‘Sitting on Top of the World?”
ond S0 On.

This little tale has heen written
with great care, and the fact that the
competltlon is for children has been
borne in mind both with regard to
the story and selection of songs.

3LO IS LEAVING NO STONE un-
turned in procuring absolutely the
best of adventure tale tellers.

The latest to be engaged is the well-
known exponent of wrestling, Al
Karasick, who shortly will give a
series of tales about the True Siberia
—but he will also recount his own
thrilling experiences in Siberia for tha
benefit of interested listeners.

The last to relate adventure tales
was another well-known wrestler
named Mike Yokel, who gave adven-
turous stories of llfe in the valley of
the Yukon.
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Detonators —

HE value of wireless was very
T clearly demonstrated recently

when a series of announcements
broadeast from 4QG assisted the
police and parents to take action in
recovering a quantity of dangerous
explosives of which a number of chil-
dren in one of the suburbs of Brisbane
had gained possession. It is quite
probable that through the agency of
the station a number of children were
saved from serious, if not fatal, in-
juries. The facts make very interest-
ing reading.

Listeners to Station 4QG on the
night of Wednesday, August 17th,
were quite startled to hear the follow-
ing announcement made:—

“About 4.30 p.m. to-day, after the
children had been dismissed from the

Musgrave Park State School, several

of them found a cement bag contain-
ing a box of 100 detonators. Not
knowing what they were, the children
distributed them amongst themselves.

“All parents of children attending
that School are asked to question
their children and ascertain if they
are in possession of any detonators,
as they are highly explosive. Any
compression or heat, or picking on the
inside wodld cause an explosion, and
result in serious or perhaps fatal in-
juries. Any parents recovering any
detonators from their children kindly
advise C.I. Braach or mearest police
station immediately.”

The announcer at 4QG then stated
that the matter was quite serious and
in order to enable parents to identify
any detonators which might have been
in the possession of children he gave
a description of a detonator. Parents
of children attending the school and
owning wireless sets were then asked
to make the matter known to any
other parents not possessing receivers.

The story of the manner in which
the message came to be broadecast by
4QG is as follows:—At tea-time on
Wednesday night a resident of South
Brisbane was surprised when his
young son, who attends the school, put
a detonator on the tea table. The
father recopnised it and asked where
the boy had picked it up. He was
advised that the voungster had found
it near a mneighbour's gate, and the
father, thinking that more may be
about, searched and mentioned it to
the ncighbour,

The neighbour’s son overheard the
conversation and quite gleefully re-
marked that one of his schoolmates
was lucky, “he has a lot of them,” he
said. Alarmed, the two parents went
to the third house where a very
pleased voungster had mwore than
twenty detonators spread on the floor.

When it was discovered that the
school children had found a Dbox of
them and shared them amongst them-

P e B e e o ol

‘were recovered. The

4OG Averts a Calamzz‘y

selves, the parents were quite alarmed
and informed the yolice. Realising
the danger to so many children, the
police inaugurated a search and ad-
vised 4QG of the happening. The offi-
cials of 4QG were quick to realise that
serious injuries might be received by
the children if prompt action were
not taken, and accordingly the nies-
sage set out above was broadcast at
regular intervals throughout the even.-
ing.

Due to the wireless announcement
quite a large number of detonators
circumstances
under which they were found make
one realise that there must be some
truth in the old time worn expression
that a merciful providence safeguards
children and intoxicated persons.

Some of the children had used the
detonators in such a manner that it is
impossible to understand just why
serious accidents did not happen. One
small boy had thought that the de-

tonator loocked something like a
cracker and had wanted to throw it
in the fire at home to hear the moise.
His mother refused to allow him to
do so on the grounds that it might
put cut the fire.

Three or four children had rammed
rencils into the datonators and were
using them as hclders. Another
small boy had foumd a plug piece of
gelignite in the park near the detona-
tors and was carrying it in his pocket,.

On the Thursday morning a vigilant
police officer dis:overed a young Aus-
tralian wandering along to school
with a detonator in his mouth. These
and other cases show just how re-
markable it is that no serious acci-
dent happened. The whole incident
served to show just exactly how use-
ful wireless may prove in case of
emergency, and there are many
parents in Brisbane to-day who are
thankful that they own radio receivers.

The Sandman at 4QG. tries out a variety of instruments.

Quomulandcr
Prme.

Ask any Radio Engineer about Burgess,
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2FC Broadcasts to the

World-Wide Short Wuave Broad-
cast carried out by 2FC last Mon-
day — Heard in India, South Africa,
Canada, England and the United

States
TATION 2FC, First Empire
Broadcaster-,

It will go down in Thistory. The
first Austrulian station to be rebroad-
cast i Englund, Canada, India, South
Africk, and in the United States of
America,

Between 2 a.m. and 4 am. on Mon-
day last fhe most famous musicians,
singers and statesmen fin Australia
gathered together in the studio of 2FC
Lo transmit the finest programme ever
compiled in Australia. The trans-
mission took place on a special low
wavelength through the short wave
transmitting station attached to 2FC,
and was picked up by the short wave
stations of the Marconi Company in
India. South Afriea. and England, and
by the stations of the Radio Corpora-
tion of*America in Canada and the
EUinited States.

The programme was heard by
itsteners of 210, London, between the
hours of 5 and 7 p.m. on Sunduy, Sep-
tember 4.

Those taking part in the pro-
grumme did =so without payment.
They ineluded, The Governor General
of the Commonwealth (Lord Stome-
haven), The Governor of New South
Wales (Sir Dudley de Chair), The
Prime Minister of Australia (Mr. S.
M. Bruce). The Premier of New
South Wales (Mr. J. T. Lang), Mr.
W. M. Hughes, Mr, E. T. Fisk, Dame
Nellie Melba, Mr. John Hislop. Miss
Strella Wilson, Mr. Andrew McCunn,
Mr. T. H. Mostyn, Sir James Fairfax,
Mr. Alfred Cunningham, Miss Rene
Maxwell, Mr. Raymond Ellis, Mr.
Albert Cazabon., Mr. Alexander Sver-
jensky, Mr. Jules Van der Klei, and
many others.

To gather together such talent m
the ordinary course of events would
huave cost many hundreds of pounds.

The programme was as follows:—

2 a.m.
The Chimes of Sydney's General Post Office
Cull Sign.
“God Save tte King.”
Chorus and Orchestra,
Announcement coverfng full details of the
transmission.
A message from the Governor-General of
the Commonweslith of Australia, His Excel-
leney. Yoor! Stonchaven, to other parts of
the Empire,

Pt g N

T~

Call Stgnm.
2 FC Instrumenta)l Trio:
Mr. Lionel Lawson. violin,
Mr. Gindstone Bell, ‘cello.
Mr. Lindiey Fvans. piano,
will play the first movement of the Trio in
D Minor (Mendelsachn).
Call Bign.
From GOVERNMENT HOUSE, SYDNEY,
the Covernor of N.S. W., His Excellency Sir
Dudley de Chair will deliver a short megange
to other puris of Lhg Empire,
Call Sign.
Mr. John Hilop, eminent English tenor, will
sing.
Mr. Albert Helarrelt]

Call Sign.

From his home at Friaokston, Victoria. the
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth of
Ausiralin, the Rt. Hon. Stanley M. Bruce.
M.P., P.C., M.C.. wll] deliver an Empire
message, over a land linc of €00 milcs, to
1the Studios of 2FC.

Call Sign.

From the Studio, arrangement for two
pianofories:

“Whirlwind' (Gerault).

Mr. Frank Hotchens and Mr. Lindley Evans.

Call Sign.

An Empire meoasage fromm the Premier of

N.S.W., Hon. J. T. Lang, M.LA.

Call Sign.

Misa Strella Wilon, principal of the Gilbert
and Sullivan Opera Company,

Mr. Andrew MaeCunr, Muxical Director of
J. C. Willinmsop, Ltd.. at the planoc.

Call Sign.

A memage feom the T.ord Mayor of Sydney,

the Right Hon. T. H. Mostyn, J.P., to the

Lodd Mayor of Londm.

Call Sign.

Misa Rene Maxwell (Australian soprano)
and My, Ruymond Flis {operatic baritone

a2t the piano,

from the British National] Opera Com-
paay):

Duet from “Lilae Domino,”

Call Sign.

A messaye from Dyme Neillie Melba.

Call Sign.

*Cello solo:

“Andante from Concerto In A Minor (Col-
termann}.

Mr. Gladstone Bell.

Call Sign.

Sir James Fairfax, Prealdent of the Aus-

tralian Section of the Emnlre Presa Union.

will deliver a messayge to the Prew in other

parts of the Empire.

Call Sign.

Mr. Alfred Cunningham,Z English operatic
baritone:

""8imon the Cellarer” (Old English).

Call Sign,

“The Four Waifs,” vocal quartette:

“Sully Horner.”

Call Sign.

A message from Rt. Hon. W. M, Hurhes,

P.C., Director of Amalgamated Wireleus.

Call Sign.

Mr. Raymond Ellis, lLaritone:

“it is cnough’® ("Fiijuh”) (Mendelsachn).
Piano, organ and ‘cello accompuniment.

Call Sign.

Mr. Albert Carabon, Conductor of the Prince
Fdward Theatre Orchestra:

Violin solo. o

Call Sign.

A messaye to Mz. C. R..Marcuse, of England,
read by Mr, A. MeDonuld, Chie! Engineer,
Amalyamated Wireless,
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Miss Mabel Batchelor, coprame:
“Abscnee” (8ir Frederick Cowan).

Call Sign.
Mr. Alexander Sverjentky, pianoforte soloa

“The Stream™ (Arensky).

Call Sign.

Announcing revult of reception oversecan,
Call Sign.

Mr. Jnks Van der Klei, ‘cello nolo:
“Arlequen’ {Popper).

Call Sizn.

Madame Fmily Marks, soprano:
“Prayer” (“Lsa Tusca'') (Puccini).
Call Sign.

Mr. Lionel Lawason, vlolin solo:
“Wings of Soang” (Mendelssohn}).
Call Sign.

Miss Rene Waxwell. soprano:

“A Prayer” (Haydn Wood),

Call Sign

Greetings, World Wide.

Call Sign.

“The Four Waifa,"” vocal quarteite:
“Cornfield Melodiea ™

Calt Sign.

Final Annonncement.

4 am—"Cod Save the King.\™

At the piano:
Mr. Andrew MacConn.
Mr. Lindley Evans.
Mr. Ewart Chapple.

The various announcements and call signe
will be given by:

Mr. George Carcey, well-known Eoglish
comeding.

My, Seott Alexander. English actor.

Mr. Juck Win, English entertainer,

And the following officlals sasoriated with
Station 2FC:

Mr. F. Chapple.

Mr. O. A. Anderson,

Mr. E. A. Burbury, Engzineer, 2FC.

Call Sign.

A mensage from Mr. E. T. Fisk, Managing
Director of Amalgamated Wirclesa (A/bia),
Ltd.. to wireless interests overscas. (To be
read by Mr. L. A. Hock, Assistact Manag-
ing Director of Amalgamated Wireleas).

The whole of the arrangements
were carried out by Farmers’ Broad-
casting Service, in.conjunction with
Amalgamated Wireless (Aust.), Ltd.,
and “The Sydney Morning Herald.”

.

3LO, Too

As we go to press 3L0O, Melbourne,
announce that on Tuesday night, from
1146 pm. to 2 a.m, a short wave
broadcasting test on high power will
be carried out from their Braybrook
Station.

The programme will be given in the

studio in the ordinary way and passed
on to Braybrook by land line.

Continued on Page Eight

The World’s Flyers carrled Burgess,
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Broadcasts 1o the World

Continued from Page Seven

Tt is anticipated ihe wave length
will be 298 imetrez und the power
dravn {rom the muins will be 15,000
walts. At Braybrook the output from
Lhe studie is applied through a line
amplitier and sub-modulator unit Lo the
grids of the modunlator proper. which
in turn is voupled to the plate of the
special short wave oscillating valves.
These valves are of unique design and
are enclosed i: metal screens in order
to distribute the high frequency
losses over the whole of the glass en-
velope and thus reduce the risk of
puncture at the high patentials used.
The osciilator is worked on the ampli-
Tying drive system through the stages
of magnification—modulation takimg
place on the Jaxt stage. The output
fromn this iz then fed through a
specially designed coupling circuit
through a lecher feed to the distant
aevial. The lecher lincs consist of
two highly muulated, tightly stretched
wires supported on miniature tele-
graph poles. The energy from the
transmitler is fed into the base of
the aerial system by means of a
special coupling. Steps are taken to
prevent radialion from the lecher sys-
tem and ta eliminate reflection =o as
Lo ensure the maximum transfer of
energy {rom the o=cillating apparatus
to the aerial. The advantuges of this
systent are that the aerial may be
kept free from interference likely to
he caused by conflicLing electric fields
in and around the actual generating
apparatus, building, and other factora
likely lo cause absorption due to the
enormous intensily of the electro-
magnelic fields set up at frequenciex
of the magnitude of those Lo be used
for these tests.

The varisus units of the transmit-
ting  equipment are electrically
screened from each other, and the
frames and panels made of brass. The
circuits are so balanced that all fields
induced in the frames are mneutralised.
Al high frequency portions of the
equipment are supported on plate
glass strips to eliminate dielectric
losses.

The polential on the plates of the
main transmitting valves will be 8,000
volls, supplied by a specially con-
structed 3 phase double wave rectifier
and associated smoothing unit. With
this equipment 3L0O., Melbourne, will
hava the mo:t modern and most
powerful short wave broadeasting
station im the Southern Hemisphere,
which should be eapable of being
keard in any part of the world,

WWWMWW
Philcos are Aristocrats among
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ROY GALLOWAY: A fanioua Eng-
lish baritone with a Jong string of
imporant stage and platform triumphs
Lo his credit, Roy Galloway coines to
3LO, Melbourne, as afresh and pleas-
ing addition to the programmes.

BERYL HAYDEN: A new come-
dienne at 3LO, who has an extensive
repertoire, and is broadeasting many
excellent comedy numbers. Coupled
with Roy Galloway in comedy duets,
she is delighting listeners with her
quaint and clever patter and singing.

L l 1

Dempsey v. Tunney

A full ring-.side description of the
fight between Dempsey and ‘Tunney
for the world®s heavywelght title on
September 22, will Le broadeast by
the Crosiey Radie Corporation’s super-

power  statlon, WLW, Cincinnati.
Ohlo, U.8.A,
The tranamission will be on 52

metres—a short wavelenpth specially
chosen by arrangement with the Inter-
national Radio Ce. (local agrents for
the Croaley Ceorporation)

reception here.

(o ensure

Althouprh the broadeast will take
16 p.m:, Eastern Standard
on September 23, the

pla¢e st
Time, America, !
corresponding tTme here will be 1 p.m. |
the following day {September 23). i
Goon +

. g

AUTHORS' WEEK.

During “Authors’ Week” every
effort will be put forth to try and
stimulate the interest of that very
important person, “the man in the
street,” with regard to Australian

authors—not to speak of authoresses.
Papers on the subject will be read
from Studio 3LO—readings from our
favorite native poets will be given,
and no stone will be left unturned in
our effort Lo “tell the World” that our
home-grown products can more than
favourably compare with the majority”
of the imported stuff we see lining
our bookshelves and Look stalls.

; roadcastin
~ — “About~

Batteries,

Friday, 9th September, 1927.
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AUSTRALIAN AUTHORS’ WEEK:

Commencing Monday, September 12,
an  Australian Authors’ Week has
been organised throughout Australia.
BCL has arranged to co-operate with
the organizers by arranging special
programmes,

A SPECIAL ORGAN recital, lo be
given in the Adelzide Town Hall by
the City Organist (Mr. W. R. Knox),
will be broadeast by 5CL on Sunday
evening, September 11, at 8 pom. In
addition to organ selections, items by
well-known artists will also be broad-
cast.

—

KATHLEEN SIMMS.

This charmmg soprano comes to
Studio 3LO, Melbourne, from the Uni-
versity Conservatorium of Music. She
made = name for hecself recently by
being selected for second place in the
Table Talk Musical Comedy Actress
Competition—an honor, imdeed, con-
sidering the large number of charm-
ing and talented competitora.

—

5CL CHARITY BALL: The 5CL

Charity Ball has been booked to take
place in the Maison de L'ance at Glen-
elg on the evening of August 31, and
is  causing  widespread interest.
Tickets are in great demand, and
there is every evidence that the func-
tion will be very successful. Among
the features which will be presented
is the arrival of Professor Bravotti
from Mars. Other novelties have
been arranged, and a number of
special musical items are to be given.

ANITA SHAW.

As leading lady with the original
“No, No, Nanette” Company, Miss
Anita Shaw is no stranger to Aus-
tralian audiences. She is to appear
before the “Mike” at 310, Melbourne,
shortly, and having an extensive re-
pertoire will be sure to delight
listeners-in. Miss Shaw’s versatility
should suit broadcasting, especially ax
she has had a series of successes in
revue, musical comedy, pantomime
and variety the world over.

Ty
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The Safety Valve

Readers are urged to express their opinion on matters per-

faining to broadcasting.

If you have some grievance, if you

have some constructive criticism 1o offer, here is your chance

Jor expression—your safety valve.

The editer assumes no re-

sponsibility for statements made by readers and published on
this page, asopinions of correspondents do not represent our eds-

HEARD NEW YORK ON “WIRE-
LESS WEEKLY" SET.

Dear Sir,—On Saturday, 23rd July,
1 built the 3 valve receiver as de-
scribed in your issue of the 15th July,
1927, and have had very good results.

On Sunday, 24th July, I pieked up
2XAF, New York, at good loud
speaker strength, and during the 24
hour test from PCJJ I had no diffi-
culty in receiving that station at any
hour. Then yesterday (Sunday,
31/7/27) 1 picked up station 2XAF
at 650 p.m. and heard President
Coolidge, of U.S.A., mzake a speech in
presenting Colonel Lindberg with a
decoration, and Lindberg’s reply. The
announcer at 2XAF stated there were
150,000 people present. After this a
special programme for Hawail was
transmitted, and the whole received
until 2XAF announced the station was
closing down at 6.43 p.m.—The whole
of this transmission was received at
good loud speaker strength, using 3
Radiotron UX20IA Valves,

This may be of interest to readers
of “Wireless Weekly,” to which I have
subscribed since its inception and sub-
mitted accordingly.

Yours, etc.,
H. H. BURRASTON.

Murrurindi.

MOR(S)E TROUBLE.

Dear Sir,—I wish to draw your
attention to the fact that country
listeners have been considerably in-
terrupted by the Morse code from
various stations. Now I know you
will say straight away that it is
through the set not being selective. 1
have been working a Magnavox 5,
which for selectivity is us good as the
next, and one nizht durimg last week
the programme of each station was
interrupted by the Morse code. It
appears the Morse comes from
several stations. One night 3AR and
5CL were comtinually interrupted by
a dull buzz, and 3LO was subject to
a continuous whistling »snd a far-
away speech which was unintelligible.
Farmer’s 2FC are subject in interrup-
tion from Morse code, and it con-
siderably hampers country listeners
as vou must admit that while listen-
ing to a programme of music, it is

torial policies or beliefs. Anonymous letters are not considered.

very annoving to have to hear Morse,
Morse, Morse.

I write this in good faith and not
as a sarcastic complaint, and for the
betterment of radio. The country
people I find are just beginning to be-
come enthusiastic in wireless matters,
and it seems a pity that something
cannot be done to rectify this annoy-
ance.

I might state that the transmission
from the two Sydney “A” stations is
not all that could be desired. This,
of course, is subject to discussion,
but my own personal experience is
that of the two stations, 2FC is some-
what superior, but even then is not
very good.

In conclusion, I might add that the
Morse at times is so loud that it is
almost impossible to hear any other
items at all, and it seems to be on
occasions on all wave lengths from
350 to 450 metres.

Yours, ete.,
SYDNEY BROOKS LLOYD.
Mosman.

DREAMY DRIVEL.

Dear Sir,—I heartily endorse Jack
Blair's views and also think it is time
the local broadeasting companies
woke up to the faet that the great
majority of listeners.in are sick of the
Sunday services, not only Sunday but
alzo Saturday. If the broadcasting
stations are going to eater for reli-
gious bodies, punters, indifferent
cooks, people who can’t read, weather
rrophets, and other wuninteresting
subjects, tney will soon be petter than
a sleeping drauglt,

Cut out churches, football matches,
weather reports, cookery lectures,
race meetings, tips to punters, lec-
tures of all kinds, announcers’
opinions, ¢lock and chimes every half-
hour, kids’ stories nnd lies also pious
hymn singing, and let us have some-
thing worth listening to; not the dole-
ful, dreamy drivel we have suffered
10 long.

Yours, etc.,
THOMAS STILLEY.
Clovelly Rd.

Page Eleven

NO ALTERATION NECESSARY.

Dear Sir,—I have been reading with
considerable interest the controversy
between listeners regarding the ma-
ture of the Sunday !iroadcasting pro-

grammes. It makes one wonder just
what some people reilly want for the
trifling cost of less than one penny
rer gay to constitute a listener's
license. License holders should, when
they consider the variety they get for
their small contribution, be more than
satisfled,

As for the popularity of the broad-
cast Church services, to my idea this
is not to be disputed. A studio ser-
vice to be conducted for the benefit of
listeners alone, which has also been
suggested, would not fall into public
favour, because a service direct from
the Cathedral itself would certainly
be more interesting.

How any person could listen to
jazz, etc,, six nights from every week,
and then actually desire the same
form of entertainment on the seventh
amazes me to the extreme. I think
it i3 a pleasant departure from the
uscal programmes to be able to listen
to a church service on the Sabbath
and enjoy the music of organ and
choir.

I live in 2 town where Sunday sport
is well entrenched, but 1 think I am
voicing the sentiments of fellow
listeners in this small centre by re-
questing that the Sunday broadeast-
ing programmes remain unaltered,

Yours, etc.,
JACK WILLIAMS.

Curlewis.

THE MERRY WIDOW.

Owing to the great success of the
recent production of *“The Merry
Widow"” from studio 3LO. Melbourne,
under the direction of Mr., William
G. James, a second performance is to
be given on September 12th. The
principals will be the same 2s on the
irst oceasion—Madame Saffo Arnov
will give a good account of the
sopranc role, which she played
throughout England and the Contin-
ent with great success—and the tw»n
popular announcers, Mr. Alfred
Andrew and Mr. Maurice Dudley, are
each lending the production able sup-
port.

You can Recharge a Philco for a few pence.
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How To

URING these last years the

opinion has existed that the

very small wave-lengths offer
many advantages for radio-tele-
wraphy. To-day this opinion has be-
come a conviction, and attention is
apecially drawn to these small wave-
lengths by the results ohtained by
PCJJ at Findhoven. Holland, on a
wave-length of 30.2 metres.

Tn principle, telephonic transmis-
sion on a wave-lencth of about 30
metres has been aoplied for some
years, particularly by various Ame-
rican broadcasting stations. But it
has remained for the Philips station
to prove their cfficieney.

PCJIJ has been heard with a won-
derfully ereat sienal strength in
nearly all parts of the world.

In the letters and reports on the
roception of this station sent in from
the most distant olaces of our e]obe.
arain and again the question is
asked; How i= it nossihle to reach us
with such’z wonderful pureness and
cignal strenpth?

From U.S.A. many reports have
been received statine thut the trans-
miscion is better than that of the
loerl broadeastine stations. ‘others,
in Japan, Hindustan, and Java, com-
municate that the reception wmsur-
rasses that of all other foreign
Lroadeasting stations.

In many cases th2 rereption of
short waves is =ubiected to fading—
bv which is understood the fast or
cslow decreasing of the signal
strength. Various amateurs. how-
ever, emphatically state that there
wog little or no fading ~at all on
PCJJ.

When radio waves of a short wave-
lenzth are transmitted. it often
occurs that the recention is very good
in distant places. whereas in coun-
iries nearer 1o the tiansmitter those
transmissions ecannot he heard. As
may be considered well known alreadv,
this fadine is explained by supposine
that the ionised laver of air in the
stmasnhere—the Heawviside layer—
eazts the rays directed upwarda bark
to the earth by refraction at a larger
or smaller distance from the trans-
mitter.

The fact, however. that the Philins
shortwave transmitter iz also heard
in all European countries without any
excoption and that moreover reports

WIRELESS WEEKLY

An article, translated from
the Dutch, by the engineer in
charge of the Plrlips Shorr
Wave Station in which the
type of recesver circust best
suited for reception of PCJJ
is discussed at length and
constructional  hints  are
given for building.

are received from many places in
Holland stating a strong reception,
may be considered as a particularly
intcresting and justifies the question:
“How ecan the Philips’ shortivave
transmitter be received ?™

The wave-length of 0.2 mectres dif-
fers very much from the smallest
wave-lengths, normally in wuse for
broadcasting generally between 200
and 600 metres. Hence an alteratior
of the receiving sets is necessary in
order to enable the tuning for the
reception on a wave-length which is
about seven times as small.

First it may be inentioned that it
cannot be expected from a normal
receiving set for wavelengths between
200 and 2000 metres, that it can be
brought up to the point of oscillation
when receiving on 30 metres. In this
case the losses are too high with this
extraordinarily high frequency (about
10 million cyeles per sec,),

However, good reception can be ob-
tained with apparatus in which the
tuning coils are arranged at the out-
side of the panel, and, can be inter-
changed, or if the diagram of connec-
tions is a diagram with a H.F. Valve
and a tuned plate circuit. In this case
first the H.F. Valves is to be taken
from the valve sotket, as the use of
this valve for the reception of a wave-
length of 30 metres is rather a draw-
back-—it very much hinders the exact
tuning,

By an alteration of the circuits in
which the aer