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A few words from the president. ..

Lost key

n one of the recent RAOTC

broadcasts I commented on

having visited the Number
One pumping station for the Perth —
Kalgoorlie water pipeline. 1
wondered how the design office in
Perth communicated with the
construction crews. It now seems,
from feedback from members in
VK6, that the railway not only
provided the means to get the
steelwork close to the site but its
telegraph would have been
available. There was mention of a
key from the telegraph being seen
in a museum but, to date, it has not
been tracked down. Any
information on this would be
gratefully received.

Help save our heritage

I also commented that the
communication systems used in the
old Zeehan mines seem to have
been lost with conservators
concentrating on steam machinery
and the like,

This led to my relating the story
of the partial dump-mastering of
some century old electrical
measuring instruments. I managed
to place about two thirds of the
collection, but the remainder is in
danger of being destroyed.

Fortunately, most of our
members are conservators. We have
articles in this issue of OIN
describing a couple of significant
pieces of old gear that have avoided
the garbage bin.

I’d like to issue a general call
for all members to help save our
electrical and communications
heritage for the future. If you need
help in safely relocating something,

please contact me ASAP.
Tomorrow might be too late.
Teamwork

We are in the pruning season and,
on a recent Saturday, I was pruning

There was an interview of a special
consultant who was teaching
teamwork to football teams.

This came as something of a
surprise to me. When I was in short
pants the wise old men used to say
that playing sport taught you how to
be part of a team and to develop
social skills. Even the start of
management and feadership skills
were supposed to be instilled from
playing team sports. The idea of
sportsmen having to be formally
taught how to co-operate as team
members, and how to behave on and
off the field, seemed very strange.

OK, what has this to do with
amateur radio? We all have
different interests and many of us
prefer to work alone.

We all share the same hobby, we
just have different interesis in
different facets. We all benefit from
the continuance and growth of
amateur radio. Therefore, we
should each do what we can do to
support the hobby. We really are
part of a team. So what can we do?

We can join the WIA for a start.
We can join our local radio club
and we can join the Radio
Amateurs Old Timers Club. All
excellent ideas, but then we need to
participate.

We can give a talk at the Club
on some of our past activities, we
can write articles for the
magazines, we can take part in on-
air activities, but there is something
an old timer can do especially well.

What we have, that others in the
team may not have, is considerable
historical knowledge, a huge
amount of experience, and not a
small amount of common sense.

We have a crop of new
foundation licensees, all of whom
have had a small flame of
enthusiasm ignited. You can help

operation, to build antennas, or to
try CW. Whatever took your
interest when you were younger
will interest many of these
newcomers t00.

We have had floods in the East
and emergency communications
were put to the test. There may be
more floods to come. And, of
course, the new growth that is
appearing will provide fuel for
bush fires late this summer, or in
summers to come. WICEN will
continue to be required to provide a
valued service. It will also need
new operators. They are likely to
have started as “F-calls”

“F-calls” represent much of the
future of amateur radio. You and
they are important parts of the
amateur radio team. Please do
encourage these newcomers.

A new contest
The Old Rigs contest is coming up
in November, so take some time
now to check out and, if necessary,
repair or service your old rigs. 1
have to decide which of two rigs to
repair and I know if I don’t make a
decision soon it will be too late.
The rules are on page 4 in this issue
of OTN. I hope you will participate
and that it will be an enjoyable
outing for many old sets and their
operators.
The AGM

The RAOTC AGM will be held on
27% September. If you would like to
join the committee please use the
nomination form in this issue (see
page 40). We need some help with
general committee activities and
with producing the monthly
broadcasts and OTN magazine. We
also need occasional help with
relaying the monthly broadcast,
mainly on HF; however, you don’t
need to join the committee to help
with this., I’d be delighted to hear

the lemon tree and listening to the  fan that flame by encouraging them  from any member.
radio as [ often do when gardening. to experiment, to try portable 73
Ron VK3AFW
Editor Printer Front Cover Photo
Bill Roper VK3BR Hightech Printing Services P/L, The main display hall at the
Typesetting and Layout Ballarat Royal Australian Army Corp of
Bill Roper VK3BR Mailing Signals Museum located at
Page proof-reading Bill Roper VK3BR Simpson Barracks, Melbourne.
Brenda Edmonds VK3KT Ron Cook VK3AFW (see article on page 36)
Graham Thomton VK3IY Photo by Biit RoperVK3BR
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From the editor. ..

‘ ﬁ 7'hen was the last time you sent in an article,
letter, or note for publication in OTN
magazine? A number of members did send in

contributions for this issue of your magazine, and they

make quite interesting reading. Thank you to those

RAOTC members.

However, have a look at the number of articles that
have been contributed in recent issues by both Ron
Cook VK3AFW and myself. One of Ron’s duties for
the RAOTC is to present a monthly news broadcast.
Strictly speaking, his role is simply to edit contributions
from members, and present them. But, as those who
listen to the monthly broadcasts will know, much of the
material is being written by Ron, otherwise the
broadcasts would be very short, indeed.

Fortunately for OTN, many of Ron’s broadcast

items can be turned into interesting articles for OTN.

Similarly, my role as editor of OTN should be to
simply sub-edit material from members and publish it
in a presentable format. But, like Ron and the
broadcasts, OTN would be rather thin if it relied only
upon contributions from members.

I firmly believe that the story of amateur radio
should be told through the eyes of those who
participated in it, particularly during earlier days. As I
look at the Silent Key listings in each issue, I worry
about just how much interesting radio history is
disappearing for ever.

If you haven’t already done so, now is the time for
you ‘old timers’ to put pen to paper and tell your story,
be it ever so short a piece of interesting history.

Do it NOW and send it to your magazine, OTN. a7

RAOTC Perth Luncheons
The Perth RAOTC monthly lunches for members and friends take place at 12 noon on the

second Tuesday of each month (except January) at the
Bayswater Hotel, Railway Parade, Bayswater.

RAOTC ‘Old Eg}s ’ Contest rules

{an Godsil VK3JS
RAOTC member No 1220

This new contest is a great excuse to dig out your old equipment, fire it up and have some fun.

Objective

To encourage RAOTC members and other licensed

operators to participate in a contest using older radios.

However, the contest is open to all licensed amateur

radio operators using any equipment.

Date

. Saturday, 3® November 2007.

Time

0600 - 0800 UTC (1600 - 1800 AEST).

Equipment used

Equipment of any age may be used, however the

emphasis is on the use of transceivers or transmitter-

receiver combinations manufactured prior to 1983.

Homebrew equipment is eligible, provided that the

original construction was prior to 1983.

Categories

General: Open to all operators using equipment less

than 25 years old.

Old Timer - 25 years old: Equipment to be in the age

range 25 - 49 years old.

Very Old Timer - 50 years old: Equipment to 50 years

old or more.

Modes

CW, AM, SSB, FM simplex. Please submit separate

logs for individual modes.

Call

On CW “CQ OR”; on phone “CQ Old Rigs Contest™.

Frequencies

MF CW 1800 - 1830; AM 1843; SSB 1845 - 1860 kHz

HF CW 3.510-3.530,7.010 - 7.030, 14.040 - 14.060 MHz
AM around 3.540, 7.055, 14.130 MHz; SSB 3.550
- 3.580, 7.060 - 7.090, 14.150 - 14.180 MHz

VHF SSB 50.150 - 50.200, 144.150 — 144.200 MHz;

FM around 52.525, 146.500 MHz; AM around
52.530, 146.550 MHz.
Exchange
RST; plus serial number starting at 001 and
incrementing by one; plus RAOTC Membership
Number. Non-members to send “N” in lieu of
Membership Number.
Score
One point per contact. For equipment (transceiver OR
transmitter/receiver combination) over 25 years old,
double the final score. For equipment over 50 years
old, triple the final score.

Stations may be worked once on each band on CW
and once on each band on Phone. (SSB, AM or FM are
all taken to be Phone for the purpose of this rule, so ifa
contact is made on SSB and another on AM, points can
only be scored for one of these.)

Logs

The log must show date, time, mode and band, call
worked, exchange, member number (or N for non-
member) for each contact for which points are claimed.
A cover sheet is required showing the name, callsign
and address of operator, description of equipment used
with year of manufacture, if known, and a declaration
that the operator has complied with the spirit and
requirements of these Rules.

A summary of the points claimed shall be included on
the cover sheet.

Send Logs

Logs can be sent by post to PO Box 104, Mentone VIC
3194, or by email to Ian_G@mail2ian.com by Friday,
16* November 2007,
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From our members. ..

Amateur Radio Publications Committee
have very little to do with radio these days. On a bad
day 1 stay in bed; on a good day I’ll watch a bit of

TV, or perhaps come and chase the spiders out of the
computer. In short, I am virtually house bound. I still,
however, enjoy reading OTN magazine.

This last March 2007 issue has a couple of items of
special interest, starting with page 31 regarding
working DX, It is now nearly 10 years since I worked
any DX, apart from a couple of contacts about five
years ago with 9VIRH. These days I rely on the
mternet. I still have the tri-band beam, but it is in need
of some repair work which I am no longer able to
undertake.

As recently as November, David 9V1RH informed
me that in the last year he had worked 75 countries on
75/80, plus several on 160. His antenna is a long wire
up 75 feet, and he uses it on all the HF bands.

On page 34 Ron Cook mentions old magazines and
lists the publications committee members in January
1962. I do not know where he got the information, but I
have been omitted.

I first became involved with the Amateur Radio
Publications Committee in 1947, when my interest was
limted to SWL. I lived very close to Ron
Higginbotham, and he persuaded me to join the WIA.
For several years I helped Ron with the proof reading
of AR and also the Call Book when it was being
produced by the WIA for the Radio branch. I was the
main contact with Wally Vains at the branch and paid
him a visit several times a year updating not only our
records, but also those of the Department. It was
surprising the number of amateurs who changed QTH
and never informed the Department,

Back in those days the committee meetings were
held at the home of the late Jim Marsland. This was
before the acquisition of the Victoria Parade premises.

If 1 remember correctly, I recruited Ron Fisher
VK30M to the committee and he, in turn, recruited
George Baty. It was about the same time that I
persuaded Bill Roper VK3BR (VK3ARZ at the time)
to join the Divisional Council.

As far as | know, Ron Fisher and myself are the only
survivors of that group.

1 did at one time have a list of all members of the
committee, past and present, with the dates they joined
and left the committee. I probably still have this particular
record somewhere, but have no idea where it is.

Regarding Ron Cook’s article on the BBC World
Service, I had the good fortune to visit the BBC
installation in Singapore in 1998(?) and have about ten
minutes of video tape of the installation. At the time
there was some mention of changing the location to
Malaysia, but I have no idea if this proposal was
carried out. At the time of my visit, the BBC was the
biggest customer of the local electricity producer.

Speaking strictly from memory, each of the eleven
transmitters ran 10 megawatts and the final was driven
by a bank of five 813s, They did NOT run all
transmitters at the same time.

If the RAOTC committee is interested I could make
a copy for you. At the same time I have a tape of
various activities of the Moorabbin Radio Club, many
of whose members would have been part of the

RAOTC. I could include the BBC on the same tape. It
may be of some historical interest and will only be
thrown out once I join the SKs.
Ken Pincott VK3AFJ
RAOTC member No 152
(Ron VK3AFW did not accidentally omit Ken VK3AFJ
Jfrom the listing of the members of the AR Publications
Committee published in the January 1962 issue of
Amateur Radio magazine; Ken was not listed in that
particular issue of AR. Ron VK3AFW now has the
video tape which Ken so kindly offered. Ed)

Sounder
ank you for your article in the March 2007 issue of
OTN describing and explaining the Morse sounder.
[ remember Dennis Norden on the never-to-be-
forgotten BBC panel game ‘My Word’ relating how he
was sent to Iceland by the RAF to train as a radio
operator. Apparently they were using Morse sounders
because he described the Morse sounds as ‘iddi and
umpty” ; ‘iddi’ being the dot and ‘umpti’ the dash. My
father, who worked all his life on the WA Government
Railways, also spoke of Morse as ‘iddi umpty’.

Incidentally, it also works if you are practising your
Morse verbally ‘sending’ street signs or car number

plates. Umpti-iddi-umpti is just as good as dar-di-dar.
Bruce VK600
RAOTC member No 1413

AR-88D
n a recent visit to VK3KS Mavis Stafford
(RAOTC member No 62), she kindly gave me
copies of your magazine, OTN, and suggested I join the
RAOTC.

I found OTN very interesting indeed, especially page
19 of the March 2006 issue. [ acquired an AR-88D
receiver from England for $50, from disposals, in the
1950s. 1 had many hours pulling in all sorts of stations -
school of the air - some pilot lost between here and
Broken Hill - ship down in Botany Bay. Not being a ham
at that time I could not answer these people but read
about them in a newspaper weeks later.

A ZL collector then pressed me to buy the receiver.
My antenna, then, was a very long wire through the
gums around a huge dam. I knew nothing about
antennas then.

I took my eldest son into lectures in town when he
was about 15 years old. I sat in on the lectures so

- decided to have a go myself. Old exam papers were

very useful. As I was an operator in the ASWG
(Australian Special Wireless Group), CW was no
problem, hence my radio ham licence. I then obtained a
Swan 700, using valves, which I still have today.

In some old papers of mine I have the permission
from the Governor General of the time, 1913, for my
father — C T Hazard - to experiment with radio.

Freda Leaver VK2SU
RAOTC member No 1419

Secret Wireless War
eaders of OTN may be interested in a book I
acquired recently, The Secret Wireless War by
Geoffrey Pidgeon. It is published by UPSO Ltd,
(continued on page 16)
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Princeton, and president of the American Association
for the Advancement of Science. When he died in
1878, his funeral was attended by the president of the
United States with his cabinet, the chief justice and
associate justices of the Supreme Court, by many
members of both houses of Congress, and by many
scientists and other illustrious personages.

In 1872, John C Green, founder of the School of
Science at Princeton, endowed a chair of physics in
Henry’s honour (held since then by C F Brackett, W F
Magie, E P Adams, H D Smyth, and J A Wheeler).
Almost a century later, when the main physics building,
Jadwin Hall, was dedicated in 1970, the Physics
Department manifested its continuing esteem for Henry
by declaring that all of the laboratory facilities housed
in Jadwin and Palmer Halls, and the Elementary
Particles Laboratory, should be collectively known as
the Joseph Henry Laboratories.

Some of Henry’s laboratory equipment is on display
in the lobby of Jadwin Hall. His campus home, built to
his design, is called the Joseph Henry House. In
Washington his statue stands before the old
Smithsonian Building.

Another field of activity was aeronautics. Professor
Henry was introduced to Professor Thaddeus Lowe, a
balloonist from New Hampshire who had taken interest
in the phenomena of lighter-than-air gases, and
meteorology, as well as, in particular, the high winds
which we call the ‘jet stream’ today. It was Lowe’s
intent to make a transatlantic crossing via an enormous
gas-inflated aerostat. Henry took a great interest in
Lowe’s endeavours so much as to support and promote
him among some of the more prominent scientists and
institutions of the day.

In June of 1860, Lowe had made a successful test
flight with his gigantic balloon, first named the City of
New York, subsequently renamed The Great Western,
flying from Philadelphia to Medford, New York. Lowe
would not be able to attempt a transatlantic flight until
late Spring of the next year. Henry convinced Lowe to
take his balicon to a point more westerly and to fly the
balloon back to the eastern seaboard, an exercise that
would keep his investors interested.

Lowe took several smaller balloons to Cincinnati in
March 1861. On 19* April conditions were perfect
enough for him to take off on a fateful flight that landed
him in Confederate South Carolina. With the Southern
States seceding from the Union, and the onset of civil
war, Lowe abandoned further attempts at a transatiantic
crossing.

With Henry’s endorsement, Lowe went to
Washington to offer his services with the use of
balloons, Joseph Henry submitted a letter to the
Secretary of War, Simon Cameron showing his
endorsement. On Henry’s recommendation, Lowe went
on to form the Union Army Balloon Corps and served
two years with the Army of the Potomac as a Civil War
Aeronaut.

So, in summary, of items we are familiar with today,
Henry devised practical electromagnets, relays, a
telegraph system, and early electrical bells and electric
motors.

Henry was a modest man who believed in the
sharing of knowledge rather than patenting and
controlling it. He may not have been very rich when he
died but he was one of the most respected men of his
time,

ar

An unusual use for Short Wave
Broadcast wireless in WWII

Col Harvey VK1AU
RAOTC member No 303

it is generally thought that prisoners of war in Changi’s gaol during WWIl had secret access to
only one radio. Russell Braddon, a prisoner of war for four years, sets the record straight in his
chilling auto-biographical book “The Naked Island”.

t seems the many Singapore detainees had an
I insatiable appetite for up-to-the-minute, reliable

news.

This demand was not met by the British Camp
Administration so a group of three POWSs in Changi,
one an Australian and headed by a Canadian, created a
working “pirate” wireless using materials stolen from
Japanese vehicles, etc.

When the Administration’s wireless died, their
previously banned “pirate” radio became the only
source of reliable news.

There were other POW camps on Singapore Island
(at Selarang and Sime Road, for example) whose
POWSs, upon transfer to Changi, brought with them
their own wirelesses.

All these flourished while they could, regardless of
whether they were “official” or otherwise.

Listening to the BBC or Radio Delhi Radio was
supposed to attract a death sentence. Never- the-less, afl
attempts at censorship or suppression of news failed.

Braddon says that, “there was no section of people
in the world so thoroughly, regularly and accurately
informed upon the daily events in all theatres of the
global war of 1944, as the 7,000 soldiers confined at
Changi”. A POW there, who could not give an accurate
account of current world affairs, was “simply not worth
his salt”.

Source: The Australian war classic book “Naked Island”,

OTN — September 2007

Page 13






Aerials

Jim Griffiths VK2BGG
RAQTC member No 1271

| like experimenting with aerials, not only amateur bands, but also broadcast and TV. Before we
had FM radio here, and relied on the medium waveband (nowadays referred to as AM), putting

up a resonant system had its problems.

ave been over 700 ft long; or half of that, 350 fi

for a ¥4 wave vertical. Balloons come to mind,
also kites and extensive earthing systems. Oh, boy! And
in a town location you are surrounded by power lines
which play up with the broadcast band centred on
1 MHz. All those little transmitters arcing away under
the high tension wires. You can sometimes see a blue
glow surrounding the insulators and actually hear the
fizz, as well as the buzz in the wireless, of course.

I had some success with top loaded verticals, tuned at
the base. We used to follow Clive Robinson on the 2BL
breakfast program with one, but there was another
approach. It was based on the idea that, if you could erect
the aerial as far as possible from sources of interference
as possible and then use a balanced feeder (itself immune
to pickup of anything), you can, hopefully, conduct a
clean signal into the lounge room.

But there was a secret. I made a coil of a hundred or
so tumns on the standard 1% inch former which would
be placed at one end of a ‘flat top’ of whatever length

half-wave to receive 2FC on 610 kHz would
? s h

was possible, and perhaps 30 ft high, with the other end
of the coil going straight down to the best earthing
system I could manufacture. Now, can you see a centre
loaded vertical with the top section above the coil bent
over horizontally? With capacitive loading to earth it is
a broadly tuned vertical matching the polarisation used
by the transmitters.

Now to get the stuff into the lounge room. A
capacitive shield was wrapped around the coil, well
insulated, but not quite a complete, or shorted, tumn.
Over the top of this I wound the low impedance
balanced secondary which went, via the balanced line,
to a similar transformer to feed the wireless. Yes, the
coil has come up in the world. It now steps up our
signal to match the input impedance of the receiver.

You can see that the compass direction of the flat
top is unimportant, except that it should not be run
parallel to any power tines, and normally was run at
right angles to them. A corner block called for some
testing to be done, though,

These worked, having anti-fading properties as
well, and some installations were done

Wire netting
. top loading

MAA vertical

“~Top loading
ranslfomear

Veatical
antenna

using three 30 ft poles, the third one
keeping the feeder up and away from
trouble, before dropping down to the
building,

But what about UHF, in particular
540 to 610 MHz, Channels 30 to 39
Digital TV? They are available to us
from 70 miles away up near Dorrigo,
horizontally polarised. I will need enough
signal to run down 50 ft of coax, and split
into two rooms. I would rather not use an
amplifier, and decided to mount the thing
on a pipe above the roof under a VHF
Yagi with a reasonably clear takeoff to
the north.

I decided to give an array of four
skeleton ‘bow-ties’ a chance to prove
itsclf, using a flat screen reflector spaced
at a quarter wavelength behind them with
about % wave ‘spare” all round.

Searching around, an aluminium
framed fly screen was found which
measured an ideal 33" x 42" (84 mm x
107 mm. [ left the fibreglass mesh on it,

thinking it might help to preserve its
T shape until the wire mesh was in place. 1

then removed the fly-screen and fitted

two bits of aluminium frame from
another fly-screen, straight up the
middie, and about 2 inches (5 mm) apart.
These would form the base for the four
elements to be held in place by four
pieces of 2.5 inch (90 mm) down pipe.
Also, a couple of hose clamps would

serve to hold the assembly to the pipe
mast.
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RAOTC men;bers list

Legend: L = Life Member A= Associate Member B = Assoclate Life Member
* = Licensed 50 years or more + = Aged 90 years or more
Name Call No Name Call No Name Call No
ACT L MikeRautenberg VK20T 1335 Don Smith VK3ASD 1351
L TedPeppercom  VKIAEP 1314* | L PeterMair VK2PF 1318 David Stuart VK3ASE 1346
Col Harvey VKIAU 303+ Ric Havyatt VK2PH 1148* Alan Maclean VK3ASL 1088
L Emie Hocking VKILK 1260 Stephen Pall VK2PS 758* | L David Murray VK3ASP 268
L Paul Edwards VKIZAS 1324* | L RogerConway VK2RO 1255 Max Meallin VK3ATK 184*
New South Wales L John Bemmett VK2SIG 939+ RayNaughton  VK3ATN 232*
L Tony Mulcahy VK2ACV 1163 Freda Leaver VK2SU 1419 L Hal Tribe VK3AVH 1157+
Don Hunt VK2ADY 1141 Trevor Thatcher VK2TT 1080 Laurie Middleton VK3AW 1152
AlexMcMumay VK2AEV  586°* Ray Wells VK2TV 1076 Bill Zimmer VK3AWZ 325+%
L Genry Sabin VK2AGS 395* | L HerbUnger VK2UJ 656+ John Mitchell VK3AXE 957
GeorgePaterson VK2AHD 1333 * | L EricDeWeyer VK2VE 1253 Rod Green VK3AYQ 1380
Ben Mills VK2AJE 832* GeoffPartridge = VK2VU 955+ John Lundy VK3AZ 1234
L Jim Patrick VK24AKT 1003 L Bill Cross VK2WIC 1210 L JimPayne VK3AZT 993
Bill Davey VK2ALY 988 L Keith Sherlock  VK2WQ 1138+ Roy Thorpe VK3BAM 1323
Max Mondolo VK2AML 1227 Tom Sanders VK2XAU 1393 L BrianTideman VK3BCZ 1184
Bruce Thomas VK2AMT 1415 Ben Furby VK2XNZ 1187 L Digger Smith VK3BFF 1424
Peter Page VK2APP 1054* | L KenScoft VK2XS 737 Peter Cossins VK3BFG 1257
L Pierce Healy VK2APQ 783+ | L BillHall VK2XT 812+ Bert Horan VK3BH  250*
Ted Druitt VK2AXD 392 Ron Cameron VK2XXG 1410 L AmoldLawrence VK3BHI 956+
Keith Alder VK2AXN 1002* | L NoeclMay VK2YXM 1345 Noel Jeffery VK3IBMU 1021
L Tony Mullen VK2BAM 882 DeanDavidson VK2ZID 1423 Len Heames VK3BMY 1188*
L John Trenning VK2BAR 1226 * Gary Ryan VK2ZKT 1267 AlexEdmonds  VK3BQN 1341
DavidThompson VK2BDT 1169 John Bishop VK2ZOI 1404 L Bill Roper VK3BR 978
Jim Griffiths VK2BGG 1271 L SteveGrimsley  VK2ZP 465 * Stan Roberts VK3BSR 1272*
GeorgeArchibald VK2BGU 1360 Ros Gilbert VK2ZRE 1312 L ClemAllan VK3BVI 1073
L Brendan Comnolly VK2BIC 1213 L Kevin Powell VK2Zsp 7771* Bob Whalley VK3BWZ 1237
John Marland VK2BIU 1399 B Sam Faber VK2ZZ 1359 John Machin VK3CCC 1421
L Jim Andrews VK2BO 134* Victoria B Mick Ampt VK3CH 1365
Phil Orchard VK2BTIT 1285 Phil Came VK3AAM 1079 L John Brown VK3ICIB 983
DaveRothwell  VK2BZR 1414 Gordon Yorke VK3ABI 1056* Bill Clarke VK3CLN 1019
John Clark VK2CF 903 * Gerry Lane VK3ABS 750 L Craig Cook VK3CMC 931
L Nick Perrott VK2CNP 1327 Jim Barber VK3ABT 843 A Geoff Tresise VK3CNX 1240
L RayTumer VK2C0X 1348 John Adcock VK3ACA 114* | L Dick Webb VK3CP 972
AlanWhitmore  VK2DAN 1381 L GrahamRutter =~ VK3ACK 1322 Rod Flanagan VK3CR  1004-
Dot Bishop VK2DB 1403 L NoelLawrence @ VK3ACU 1249* | L DesClarke VK3CY 1306
John Saunders VK2DEJ 1223 L DavidWardlaw  VK3ADW 408 * Arch Burton VK3DBA 1062
Fred Reid VK2DLW 1357 ‘Wal Ferres VK3AEV 1057 Don Jackson VK3DBB 1290
AlMacAskill VK2DM 1277* | L Ken Pincott VK3AF] 152* David Dunn VK3DBD 1252
CliffFredrickson VK2EE 1337 L Ron Cook VK3AFW 84 L Mike Pain VK3DCP 1204
John Boyd VK2EZC 992 Woody Woodburn VK3AGD 231* | L Joe Martin VK3DEK 1268
L Glen Millen VK2FC 1180 GeoffForrest VK3AGF 996* Doug Twigg VK3DI 679*
Ted Dean VK2FUP 1201 Tom Page VK3AGH 441°* GlynGibbings-Johns VK3DIV 1420
George Pile VK2GP 1098 Graeme Sutherland VK3AGS 782* | L Russell Ward VK3DRW 1376
L Allan Mason VK2GR 1221 ‘Wally Henson VK3AHZ 1033 GeorgeLance VK3DS 389>
L Karl Trankle VK2GSN 1043+ BobDuckworth VK3AIC 1245 Bill Fanning VK3DWF 1038
L Peter Ritchie VK2HC 1326 Rob McNabb VK3AIM 829* David Scott VK3DY 380+
Ralph Parton VK2IRP 1301 L John Ireland VK3AJ 486 * | L Sarjiet Singh VK3EAM 1052
Roy Pearce VK21V 819¢ Jack Spark VK3AJK 534+ Dallas James VK3EB 1238
Herman Willemsen VK2IXV 1384 KevTrevarthen  VK3AKT 1115 L Stewart Day VK3ESD 905
John Jones VK273 173* Ken Young VK3AKY 1103* | L RobWhitmore  VK3ESE 1352
L AllenFairhall VK2KB 1132+ | L Ted Wraight VK3ALT 1059* Frank Walker VK3EV 503 *
Graeme Scott VK2KE 789 David Waring VK3ANP 1037 ReyReyvellier  VK3EXL 1232
Greg Hilder VK2KGH 1375 MacMcKenna  VK3AOY 1006 A Murray Lewis VK3EZM 1371
JohnBlackman VK2KIB 1319 Bill Babb VK3AQB 904 Ellis Pottage VK3FG 1087*
L Ken Nisbet VK2KP 989 L Bob Fryer VK3AQF 440+ DaveBell VK3FGE 1339
Barry Wood VKA 848 "RossCroucher  VK3ARC 1027 NoelFerguson  VK3FI 1416
Ian Paterson VK2MW 810 KevinComnelly VK3ARD 1035 A BlayneBayliss VK3FIS 1412
L William Spedding VK2NLS 1394 RoyBadrock  VK3ARY 1211 | L ArhwrEdgeon VK3Flex 52+
L GeorgeHodson = VK20H 544 LeoWeightman  VK3ARW 1032 * Emie Walls VK3FM 1401
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Name Call No Name Call No Name Call No
Stew Dines VK3FNS 1426 A Reg Goddard VK3UK 1294 L Nomm Wilson VK4NP 878
L Ray Taylor VK3FQ 1216 L Bruce Bathols VK3UV 1090 Dick Pietrala VK40P 1075
Reg Jones VK3GC 1392 L Trevor Pitman VK3VG 1246 Ian McCosker VK4PF 1162
L LeeMoyle VK3GK 1363 Vic Punch VK3VGP 1250 Peter Brown VK4PJ 828
A Max Morris VK3GMM 1265 David Harms VK3VL 1383 A MikeCharteris  VK4QS 1329
Bob Bourchier VK3GQ 321* | L ArthurEvans VK3VQ 179 * Ron Grandison VK4RG 668
A John Piovesan VK3GU 1235 Greg Williams VK3VT 1402 L Al Shawsmith VK4SS 189+
A Phil Maskrey VK3HBR 1387 L Jack Wallace VK3VV 564* | L TomBarber VKATB 827
A John Kirk VK3HCT 1427 L Wal Dempsey VK3WD  242* | L AlexMcDonald VKATE 1411
Steve Bushell VK3HK 1001 L Mike O’Burtill VK3Ww 1123 L John Roberts VKATL 1005 *
L GeorgeFrancis VK3HV 620 B Brian Norgate VK3WYN 1338 L MickMcDemott VK4TMD 1317
L Bill Jamieson VK3HX 1117 L Don Hope VK3XA 778* | L Nomnan Fiori VKATVE 1296
L Gavin Brain VK3HY 1304 Chas Hyatt VK3XH 835 BillLochridge @~ VK4WL  1379*
Ian McFarlane VK3IDM 1332 lan Simpson VK3XIS 1071 Bill Gibbings VK4WQO 1372
Neil Trainor VK3l 982 Ted Egan VEK3XT 721 Stan West VK4WY 680
L Tim Hunt VK3M 504 DrewDiamond VK3XU 1140 Les Brennan VK4XJ  1364*
Graham Thomton VKS3IY 912 Gordon Bracewell VK3XX  1122* Bill Flannery VK4XO 1137
Banry Gauntlett ~ VK3JB 267* Derek McNiel VK3XY 1370 Nick Watling VKAYT 1263 *
L GraemeMann  VK3IGM 1274 L Bruce Wallace VK3YBW 1126 L Mick Pettiford VK4ZAA 481
A AnthonyRogers VK3JIA 1287 Tan Hemmann VK3YDY 1368 FrankAdamson = VK4ZAK 1406
L John Brown VK3JB 1407 Eric Day VK3YHN 1398 Bill Main VK4ZD 1395
Dave Wilson VK3JKY 1278 Bob Neal VK3ZAN 1030* Kevin Dibble VK4ZR 1060
Fred Storey VKBIM 1010 Ken Benson VK3ZGX 1377 Bill Wilcock VK4ZW] 1373
Tan Sturman VK3INC 1218 DonSeedsman VK3ZIE 1068 South Australia
John Walters VK3JO 1288 L Jim Gordon VK3ZKK 1262 Jack Peatfield VKSAF 822
L lanMcLean VK31Q 1215 L BobRichardson VK3ZP 18* Ken Pemry VKSAFF 900 *
FrankNowlan  VK3)R 1286 RayRutledge  VK3ZQ 566 | AEricLeach VKSAFN 1241
L Ian Godsil VK3J8 1220 Russ Hardidge VK3ZRH 1367 Jack Crawford VKSAHI 1397
L BillMagnusson ~ VK3JT 1342 L Peter Simons VK3ZVY 1408 John Harris VK5ASN 1142 *
Rolphe Fox VK3IJWL 1292 Bill Adams VK3ZWO 1356 Mal Haskard VKSBA 1107
L Steve Phillips VK3)Y 1266 Queensland Mark Bradley VKSBJ  1113*
L Jim Baxter VK3KE 1354 Alan Simpson VK4AAE 727 Dick Turpin VK5BRT 1347
L Jim Hinton VK3KJH 1366 L TomlIvins VK4ABA 1382 L TrevHoward VKSBWF 852
RegLloyd VK3KK  506* Tan Smunders VK4ACU 1390 | L ColinTaylor VKSCE 519
MarieO’Keefe VK3KO 1336 Bob Linsket VK4ALI 677 Col Ferguson VK5CJ 305*
L Brian Stares VK3KQB  397* Tom Sawers VK4AOG 1349* | L Brian Condon VKSCO 201 *
A RoscocHamment VK3KRH 1276 RosscoAnderson VK4AQ 1353 John Drew VKSDJ 951
Mavis Stafford VK3KS 62* TrevBoyd VK4ARB 1044 * Eric Bamnden VKSEG 909 *
A Victor Self VK3KSF 1254 Roy Stephens VK4ARS 286* Jack Martin VKSEJ 1127 *
Brenda Edmonds VK3KT 797 Kel Garland VK4AZ 1231 B Paul Spinks VK5GX 1214
L Mike Ide VK3KTO 1194* Walter Easterling VK4BBL 886 * Harro Krause VKSHK 1275
L Alan Heath VK3KZ 1151 Ken Finney VK4BKJ 1176 * John Casey VK5U 859 *
L Alf Chandler VK3LC 47+ Ame Jansson VK4BRN 1325 L lan Sutcliffe VKSIS 1355
L Jack Williams VK3LG 565* | L BobTomkins VK4BT 1295 John Sheard VK5IA  1281*
Colin Middleton VK3LO 1153 GraemeDowse  VK4CAG 1417 A TedMacKenzie VKS5KBM 1389
Len Pearson VK3LP 1114 Col King VKACK  449* | A GordonWelsh VK5KGS 1264
Warren Moulton  VK3LX 976 L LesMcDonald  VK4CLF 961 Frank Holsten VKSLK  716*
DuncanBaxter ~ VK3LZ 1251 L Norm Phillips VKACNP 1015 Bob Tester VKSMV 1166
A David Davies VIK3MHV 1293 L Jon Walton VKACY 842 JimMcLachlan VKSNB 1149
Peter Young VK3MV 1400 L Ian Browne VK4DB 1283 Trevor Niven VKSNC 946
LionelCuding  VK3NM 1136 A JohnBuckland  VK4DBJ 1422 Phil Williams VKSNN 984 *
StewartBackhouse VK3NV 269 * | L Merv Deakin VK4DV 1230 Bryan Scott VK5NOS 1202
Neville White VK3INZ 1343 Peter Bobileff VK4EB 1179* | L John Butler VK5NX 1120
John O’Connor  VK30D-ex 1175* | L LanceWilloughby VK4EW 1258+ AllenO’Halloran VK50H 918
L Ron Fisher VK30M 103* | L GeoffBonney VK4GI 969 Jim Bywaters VKS0M 1369
Rick Hill VK3RC 808 Graham Coat VKAGLC 1391 L Ivan Huser VK5QV  477*
L Danell Edwards VK3RE 1185 ‘Warren Heaton VKAGT 672* Bob Gebhardt VK5RI 1174
A Ron Sutcliffe VK3RS 1425 Kevin Dickson VKAIW 1158 L DarcyHancock  VK5RJ 584+
Damien Vale VK3RX 1239 L IanTinney VK4KAD 1282 Ray Deane VK5RK 127*
L Bob Slhutzkin VK3SK 94+ GordonLoveday VK4KAL 707* Ron Coat VK5RV 1000
L AllenCrewther VK3SM  311* KenAyers VK4KD  426* Colwyn Low VKSUE 1361
Ken Matchett VK3TL 856 Diane Main VK4KYL 1396 Bill Thomas VKSVE 1321
DeaneBlackmen VK3TX 1378 Bill Hempel VKALC 619 * Ron Holmes VK5VH 1299
Colin Durrell VK3UDC 1244 JohnHomocks  VK4LJ 1362 L Ian Werfel VK5V) 968
RodneyChampness VK3UG 1086 L Rex Newsorne VK4LR 1259 * Bill Coates VK5WCC 1199
Len Mostert VK3UH 1350 L Theo Marks VKAMU  193* | L AustinCordon  VKSWO 631+
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Name Call No Name Cail No Name Call No
Colin Luke VKSXY 1168 Lionel Allen VK6LA 1183 Bill Morrison VK7BM 938
L Denise Robertson VKSYL 1099 Cliff Bastin VK6LZ 1310 Brian Proudlock  VK7BP 644 *
John Scougall VKSYY 1095 Allan Austin VK6MA  1269* Charles Miller VK7ICM 998 *
John Badcock VKSZAP 1388 Syd O’Neill VK6MK 1124 Doug Charlton =~ VK7DK 1050 *
Peter Temby VKS5ZJ 1229 John Cox VK6NJ 1309 Winston Nickols VK7EM 899
Murray Burford  VKSZQ 979 Cliff Waterman  VK6NK 736 L Joe Gelston VK7IG 1101
L John Barker VK5ZZ 1009 Cyril Roberts VK6OE 1209 L Bob Jordan VK7IR 875
Western Australia Bruce Hedland-Thomas L Chas Spiegel VK7KS 660
Barrie Bums VK6ADI 1273 VK6OO 1413 Bob Geeves VK7KZ 907
Barrie Butler VK6AF 1091 L Alan Gibbs VK6PG 815+* Les Cooper VKT7LS 1012
John Farnan VK6AFA 1409 Con Murphy VK6PM 599 L Rex Moncur VKMO 1298
A MarkBussanich VK6AR 1334 Rob Pemno VK6PO 1111 WilliamMaxwell VK7MX 1418
PeterStickland ~ VK6AST 1078 Ray Peterson VK6PW 346* | L JimDavis VK70W 1206+
Geoff Woad VK6AX 1092* | L Phil Zeid VK6PZ 752* | L RichardRogers VK7RO 908
Barrie Field VK6BR 377 Ronald Coghlan  VK6RC 735+ Trevor Briggs VK7TB 1316
Dick Roddy VK6BV 1146 Ron Fisher VK6RF 1047+ Robert Milne VK7ZAL 1386
Bob Crowe VK6CG 1405 L GmbhamRogers VK6RO 1302 Northern Territory
Clive Wallis VK6CSW 1289 Anthony Mapson VK6RQ 1161 JeffFarmer VKS8GF 851
Clem Patchett VK6CW 742 A Phillip Bussanich VK6SO 1247 Jim Roddy VKSJF 1125
Arthur Eder VK6CY 1303 Bob Thyer VK6TW 622 Overseas
Doug Jackson VK6DG 1243 L Jack Morris VK6TX 339* Vic Stagpoole ZI2ACF 1279
L DonHawksworth VK6DW  929* DonTruscott ~ VK6UT 1212 Martyn Seay ZLACK 1159
TedFoley VK6EF 522 Vic Kitney VK6VK 1110* Jock Perrett Z81Z1 1074
Max Faulkner VK6FN 1064 Les McGeoch VK6WL 340* | L Paul Gerbracht W3QPP 421 *
L Mick Paget VK6FP 645 David Couch VKO6WT  341* | L IraLipton WA20AX 1344
Gemry Wild VK6GW  1112* Ray Jaeschke VK6WU 373+ Christine Haycock WB2YBA 987
Mike Bazley VK6HD 451 * | L Geoff Green VK6XB 1261 Reece Duncombe YJSDE 868
Don Graham VK6HK  1313* | L RoyWatkins VK6XV 1181
L Glen Hufher VK6IQ 1072 Poppy Bradshaw VK6YF 1191 Membership Statistics
A John Bearsby VK6IB 1320 Sam Wright VKSYN 1374 147 Life members
L John Famell VKGIGF 1297 Tom Berg VK6ZAF 1133 * 293 Full members
L Jim Hughes VK6H 560 A Joe Page VK6ZDP 1340 S Associate Life members
FrakTaylor ~ VK6JK  328* | AChristneBastin = VK6ZLZ 1311 23 Associate members
Jim Preston VK6JP 1121 RobertRandall VK6ZRT 1225
B Dennis Muldownie VK6KAD 1307 Tasmania ::lsudingmw membership
Keith Hobley VK6KH 1028 Bill Carter VK7AK  461* R
LBobLockley ~ VK6KW 1172 AlenBuke  VKIAN 1270 . k‘“:s;g 50 years or more
L GlennOgg VK6KY 1358 Brian Hall VK7BH 494 ged >0 years or more
O b 't Upon his return to WA in 1965, Eddie was again
' u a ry employed with the PMG. His duties took him to the
Northwest where he installed and maintained
con;:nlunica;iofns sgtgtems. Working, he traversed the
: bush long before there were sealed roads, and even
Eddie Maxfield VK6AEM fewer maps to guide him and the crews. In his career he
RAOTC member No 769 worked his way up way through several communication

any VK amateurs mourn the silent key of Eddie
axfield VK6AEM who passed away in late
December 2006.

Eddie was born on 14® December 1932 in North
Fremantle during the Great Depression, but grew up in
Kalamunda.

He left school at age 14, delivered groceries by
bicycle and earned enough money to buy his first
pair of shoes.

Chuck Farkas VK6CF, an electrician, nurtured
Eddie’s interest in this field. Eddie was called up for
National Service in the Air Force on 10* March 1952
which, incidentally, was his wife-to-be, Margaret’s,
birthday.

After National Service he joined the PMG as a
Radio Technician and later took up a position of
Communications Officer with the EEC, Hydro Electric
Commission of Tasmania.

departments, taking charge of some and finally retired
as a Senior Technical Officer Communications Grade 2
at his beloved 720 kHz 6 WF, Hamersley.

During his retirement he circumnavigated Australia,
visiting Wolfe Creek Meteor Crater, Uluru, Mt
Augustus, and a return trip to Marble Bar where he
once installed communications equipment.

In his last few years he enjoyed attending the Old
Timers Luncheons and spending time “tinkering” with
anything that required intellect and perseverance.

Eddie is survived by his XYL Margaret, children
George, Sue, Stephen, Ken, Christopher, Ben, and

Colleen, eight grandchildren and six great
grandchildren.
Rest in peace, Eddie.
Margaret Maxfield,

who gratefully acknowledges the love and
supporit given to her by VK6UZ and his family.
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A kick up the Khyber?

Or a medal?

Col Harvey VK1AU
RAOTC member No 303

In days gone by, when | was VS1AU, | served for two and a bit years with the RAF’s Far East Air
Force HQ at Changl, and lived in the RAF Married Quarters across the street from the infamous
gaol. There is a story about that infamous prison which intrigues me. | acknowledge with
gratitude Russell Braddon’s Book “The Naked Island”, pages 250-251, as the primary source for

this anecdote.

highly ranked prisoner of war at Changi, “Black

Jack X”, called a parade during which he

referred to his assembled troops as “the greatest
mob of rogues, thieves, malingerers and vagabonds I
ever set eyes upon”

Our POWs took no offence because they were in
good company with the Malay, Chinese and Viet-
namese communities living near the POW camps, all
thieving and bargaining to survive.

Central to this story is POW ‘Paddy’ Mathews. He
was a slight, dark-haired Australian youth aged about
21. Quiet and pleasant, and with a front tooth missing,
Paddy stole truck parts which he then sold to the
Chinese. With the proceeds he bought food for, or gave
money for food to, POWs in the prison hospital.

POW Hugh Moore had a reliable friend in POW
Russell Braddon. They had been together at Sydney
University and had shared the digging of, and
occupying of, foxholes during the savage fighting at
Muar. Together they suffered other traumatic experiences,
including capture, in Malaya. It was while POW Hugh
Moore was in “hospital” that he noticed Paddy making
anonymous contributions and found an opportunity to
ask about this.

Unexpectedly, Paddy also described a daring raid
outside Changi gaol. Hugh passed this information to
his friend Russell from where it passed into history via
Russell’s post-war autobiography “The Naked Island”.
Apparently, neither Hugh nor Russell doubted Paddy’s
story.

There was an incident at Changi where a “pirate”
wireless news receiver, hidden under the boilers of the
cook house, went out of service when perspiration from
the operator’s body dripped on to the set’s hot valves
and caused the glass envelopes to shatter,

Somehow, Paddy Mathews became aware of the
existence of a room in an abandoned British hospital in
Changi, now used as Japanese barracks, in which
Japanese wireless equipment was stored.

Without telling anyone his intentions, Paddy
obtained a wheat sack and one night made his way,
armed only with a screwdriver, from inside Changi gaol
towards a hoped-for wireless treasure trove.

Failure could have meant death, and severe retribution
against his fellow prisoners.

Success meant that “pirate” wirelesses would probably
have maintenance support for the duration of WW2.

Paddy told Hugh that he had crawled into a drain

" which ran under the minor perimeter road (between my
future QTH and the gaol) emerging at the corner of the
gaol where a grill was missing.

Evading guards and patrols he made his way
through scrub to the nearby aerodrome.

Hugging the shadow of a wall cut out of the hill, he
walked down the strip until he reached the Japanese

barracks. He slipped inside and, passing two rows of
sleeping Nips, padded quietly to the door of the room
with the Japanese wireless equipment, only to find it
locked.

At that point most men would have abandoned the
project. Not Paddy! He unscrewed the hinges and lifted
the door out of place. Then he stepped into the store
room and filled his sack systematically and slowly,
fearful of making a noise.

A sentry on patrol approached before Paddy had
time to screw the door back on its hinges, so he merely
stood it upright in its place and then climbed a staircase
to wait on a landing.

The sentry came down the corridor slowly, thumping
each door with his rifle butt, flashing his torch.

He reached the wireless store room, thumped on its
door, flashed his torch, then wandered on humming
quietly to himself.

As soon as the guard tumed the comer, Paddy sped
down the stairs and screwed the door back on its
hinges. With his sack of precious wireless bits and
pieces on his shoulder he crept swiftly down between
the sleeping Nips and out onto the airstrip.

An hour later he was back in the gaol and Changi’s
wirelesses, whatever the mishaps, were never again
short of spares.

Conclusion
Anyone who has hung a door can find fault with the
story. It is difficult enough in daylight, generally
needing two pairs of hands to help mate the first screw
with its screw hole. Tropical moonlight would not help,
as shown by the sentry needing a torch.

Attempting this process single-handed in the dark
without making significant noise would be impossible.

The preferred method would be to drive the pivot
pins part way out, but again, this could not be done
noise free.

Then there is the problem of how Paddy knew what
equipment to look for and find in a darkened room.
There is no evidence that Paddy had a wireless
background essential to the success of his mission.

And then there is the problem of how to hide a sack-
full of wireless junk back in Changi gaol.

Much as I would like to believe young Paddy’s
story, I have to admit that, even with the best will in the
world, I cannot believe the episode ever took place.

History does not say whether or not Paddy got his
backside kicked, but he certainly never received a
medal for this supposed escapade.

So far as I know, the existence of wireless spares at
Changi has never been revealed.

If anyone, after all these years, knows anything
about that, I would appreciate a call, please.
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Safety of life at sea

100 years ago

Ron Cook VK3AFW
RAQOTC Member No 824

The sinking of the Titanic in 1912 in the North Atlantic caused the authorities to seriously rethink
the question of the safety of life at sea, and to determine the role that the newfangled “wireless”

would and should play.

n article entitled “Safety of Life at Sea —
Compulsory Wireless Telegraphy”, published in
the Volume 1, No 12, March 1914 issue of
Wireless World, described the main clauses of the
agreed text of the International Conference on Safety of
Life at Sea which was held in London and concluded
on 20" January 1914. The magazine was supplied by
the late Allan Doble, VK3AMD.

Chapter V dealt with radiotelegraphy, and here are
the relevant clauses. They make for interesting reading
nearly 100 years later.

ARTICLE 31. All merchant ships belonging to any
of the Contracting States, whether they are propelled by
machinery or by sails, and whether they carry passengers
or not, shall, when engaged on the voyages specified in
Article 2, be fitted with a radiotelegraph installation if
they have on board fifty or more persons in all.

ARTICLE 32. This stated that ships picking up
shipwrecked persons, and thereby exceeding 50
passengers, were exempt.

Moreover, the Governments of each of the
Contracting States, if they consider that the route and
the conditions of the voyage are such as to render a
radiotelegraph installation unreasonable or unnecess-
ary, may exempt from the above requirement the
following ships:-

(1) Ships which in the course of their voyage do not
go more than 150 sea miles from the nearest coast.

(2) Ships on which the number of persons on board
is exceptionally or temporarily increased to or beyond
fifty by the carriage of cargo hands for a part of the
voyage provided that the said ships are not going from
one continent to another, and that during that part of
their voyage, they remain within the limits of latitude
30° N and 30° S,

(3) Sailing vessels of primitive build, such as
dhows, junks, etc if it is practically impossible to install
a radio-telegraph apparatus.

ARTICLE 33 defined first, second and third class ships
and the requirements for radio in each class. First Class
Ships were defined as ships having a continuous service.

A radiotelegraph installation shall be placed in
First Class ships which are intended to carry twenty-
five or more passengers :-

(1) If they have an average speed in service of
fifteen knots or more:

(2) If they have average speed in service of more
than thirteen knots, but only subject to the two-fold
condition that they have on board two hundred persons
or more (passengers and crew), and that, in the course
of their voyage, they go a distance of more than five
hundred sea miles between any two consecutive ports.
Nevertheless these ships may be placed in the Second
class on condition that they have a continuous watch.

First class ships and second class ships travelling
more than 500 nautical miles between ports of any ship

on the Atlantic trade route, or travelling more than
1,000 nautical miles from the nearest coast, were
required to maintain a continuous watch.

Ships placed in the Second Class were required to
maintain a continuous watch for at least seven hours a
day, and a watch of ten minutes at the beginning of
every other hour,

Watches were to be kept by persons with approved
certificates.

The regulations go on to say: Nevertheless, if an
efficient automatic calling apparatus is invented, the
continuous watch may be maintained by this means by
agreement between the Govermments of the High
Contracting Parties.

ARTICLE 35 stated: The radiotelegraph
installations required by Article 31 above shall be
capable of transmitting clearly perceptible signals from
ship to ship over a range of at least 100 sea miles by day
under normal conditions and circumstances,

It also called for the installation of an emergency
installation, “every part of which is to be placed in a
position of the greatest possible safety, to be
determined by the Government of the country to which
the ship belongs”.

In all cases the emergency installation must be
placed, in its entirety, in the upper part of the ship, as
high as practically possible.

The emergency installation includes “an indepen-
dent source of energy capable of being put into
operation rapidly and of working for at least six hours
with a minimum range of eighty sea miles for ships in
the First Class, and fifty sea miles for ships in the two
other Classes. If the normal installation, which, in
accordance with this Article has a range of at least one
hundred sea miles, satisfies all the conditions
presgriged above, an emergency installation is not

uired”.

ARTICLE 37. Every master of a ship who receives
a call for assistance from a vessel in distress is bound to
proceed to the assistance of the persons in distress.
Every master of a vessel in distress has the right to
requisition from among the ships which answer his call
for assistance the ship or ships which he considers best
able to render him assistance, but he must exercise this
right only after consultation, so far as may be possible,
with the masters of those ships. Such ships are then
bound to comply immediately with the requisition by
proceeding with all speed to the assistance of the
persons in distress.”

That completes the extract. The genesis of these
regulations was, of course, the sinking of the Titanic in
1912 in the North Atlantic. The Authorities did learn
lessons from that disaster and the 1914 regulations
show that clearly. Regrettably, today we still follow the
tradition of waiting for a disaster to occur before

acting. 5
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Radio Amateurs Old Timers Club
Australia Inc

In accordance with the Rules of Association notice is hereby given of the

Annual General Meeting 2007
of the Radio Amateurs Old Timers Club Australia Inc
fo be held at
12.30 pm on Thursday, 27* September 2007
at the
Bentleigh Club, Yawla Street, Bentleigh, Victoria.
Business: Confirm minutes, adopt accounts, elect committee members.
|I {Note: All the existing committee members are willing to continue in office and offer
themselves for re-election.)

IW The guest speakers will be several Club members presenting a “show and tell” of
interesting older radios and peripherals. .
The Luncheon comprises a three course meal, plus tea, coffee and fruit-juice, at
a cost of $30.00 per head (alcoholic drinks at members’ prices).
Members are welcome to bring a friend, but we must have firm bookings to
PO Box 107, Mentone 3194 no later than Thursday, 20" September 2006.

The AGM will be followed by the Melbourne September Luncheon at 1.00 pm.

I — S
—am—

——

Nomination for RAOTCA Inc Committee |

In accordance with Rule 23 of the Articles of Association.

We, (name and callsign) and
(name and callsign)
hereby nominate to the committee of the RAOTCA Inc.
Signedby: (first proposer) and
(second proposer).
1 agree to accept nomination, signed by: (nominee).
All nominations must be retumned to:
The Secretary
~ PO Box107
Mentone VIC 3194
to reach him by 6" September 2006.
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