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With the objectives to maintain the interest and original pioneer spirit of amateur radio. honour the history and heritage
of our hobby, and encourage good fellowship amongst all radio amateurs, Full membership of the RAOTC is available to
any person who has held, or has been qualified (0 hold. an Amateur Licence for a minimum of 25 years.

Associate membership is available to any person who has held, or has been qualified to hold, an Amateur Licence for
a minimum of 10 years. Associate members are entitled to all the privileges of Full membership except the right to vote or
to hold office.

Membership subscriptions, which fall due on 30" April each year, are: a $5.00 joining fee for new members (to cover
the cost of a membership certificate, recording of membership, and initial postage); $18.00 for a one year membership; or
$32.00 for a two year membership; or $375 for a Life membership.

An RAOTC member, on achieving 90 years of age and having been a member for a minimum of 10 years, automatically
qualifics for a frec Life membership.
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RAOTC Broadcasts

VK3OTN, the offical calisign of the RAOTC, transmits news and information sessions for the henefit of
members on the first Monday of each month (except January) at the following times and frequencies:

10.00 am Victorian time (all year) 145.700 MHz FM, plus 1.825 MHz AM, 7.060 MHz LSB,
and 3.650 MHz LSB
0100 UTC (all year) 14.150 MHz USB beaming NORTH from Melbourne
3.650 MHz LSB plus 145.700 MHz FM 08.30 pm Victorian time (all year)
Interstate relays
10.00 am Western Australian time (all year) VK6OTN  7.060 MHz L.SB and NewsWest FM repeaters
08.30 am Tasmanian time (all year) NTARC FM state-wide repeater network

Check the RAOTC web site for any broadcast variations - call back sessions follow each transmission.

| RAOTC web site: www.raorc.org.au
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A few words from the president . . .

s you all know, the aims of

the RAOTC are to maintain

the interest and original
pioneer spirit of amateur radio,
honour the history and heritage of
our hobby, and encourage good
fellowship amongst all radio
amateurs. These aims sound great,
don’t they, but they really pose a
challenge to a club whose
membership is scattered across the
vast continent of Australia.

So how do we rise to that
challenge? Well, mainly through
our club journal OTN and our
monthly news and information
broadcasts, both of which the
members tell the RAOTC
committee are well received.

Let us have a look at how the
club fared over the past RAOTC
financial year which ended on 30"
April 2015.

Finances: First of all finances,

because without a good balance
sheet no organisation can function
well. Have a look now at page 34
of this journal and you will see
that the RAOTC is financially
sound. We had a surplus of
income over expenditure for the
year of $1,328.37 and we have a
healthy members’ funds balance of
$18472.09.

Many thanks to Treasurer
Derek McNiel VK3XY for his
continuing excellent financial
stewardship.

Broadcasts: The monthly
broadcasts are popular with many
stations participating each month
in the check-ins and call-backs on
the various radio frequencies and
downloading the broadcast audio
files from the RAOTC web site.

Thanks to Bruce Bathols
VK3UV and lan Godsil VK3JS who
are now producing and presenting

these interesting broadcasts each
month; and thanks to the various
relay stations and those many
stations who participate in the
check-ins and cail-backs.

As a relay station on both 40
and 20 m I enjoy the interface with
members in the call-backs.
RAOTC Web Site: The amount of
information on the RAOTC web
site increased again during the
2015 financial year. If you haven’t
visited the site for a while, have a
look. Thanks to our webmaster
Andy Walton VK3CAH for the
great job he does in looking after

< raotc.org.au >

If any members note anything
of concern about the RAOTC web
site at any time, or note that any
information up there is out-of-date,
please let Andy or me know
immediately.

(continued on page 33)

From the editor. ..

here was a great response
I from members to my plea in

the last issue of OTN for
more articles. So much so that,
after filling this issue of the
journal, I have almost enough
articles lefi over to fill the next
issue.

But don’t let that stop you
from continuing to write about
your experiences during your
journey in radio. Far too many of
our fellow amateurs become silent
keys without recording their
experiences and hence too much
interesting radio history is lost.

A couple of months ago a
friend tackled me about my
continual exhortations for him to
write down his radio story and
queried as to when I was going to
write something about my story!

Suitably challenged, I did sit

experiences as a trainee
telegraphist in the RAN during
National Service 60 years ago.

[ prepared it for publication in
OTN, not thinking it would be
particularly interesting. However, a
couple of people have said they
enjoyed reading it.

I then realised that this is
probably how so many RAOTC
members felt about setting down
their own radio experiences in
writing and submitting them to
OTN for publication. I, and so
many others, have thoroughly
enjoyed reading every one of their
stories!

Please be encouraged by the
above and tell us ali about your
radio story. We will all be most
interested in reading it.

Normally I publish articles in
OTN more or less in the order in

authors. However, as there is so
much interest at present about
WWI and WWII because 2015 is
the centenary of Gallipoli, I have
deviated a little from the rule in this
issue of OTN. You will notice that
the first half contains articles
which have a relationship in some
form or another to the world wars.

So, enjoy your reading of the
usual eclectic mix of interesting
articles. As always, my many
thanks to Clive VK6CSW for his
outstanding proof-reading help.

Articles already to hand for the
next issue are from Bruce Plowman
VK3QC, John Drew VK5DJ, Wolfe
Rhode VKSAXN, Ian Godsil VK3JS
(2), Gerry Wild VK6GW, Clive
Wallis VK6CSW (5), Lloyd Butler
VKS5BR (2), Brian Endersbee
VK3WP, Herman Willemsen
VK2IXV, and myself.

down and write about my which I receive them from the Bill Roper VK3BR z3
Editor Printer Front Cover Photo
Bill Roper VK3BR High Tech Printing Services P/L, The late Arthur Evans VK3VQ at

Typesetting and Layout Ballarat his home station in Sandringham

Bill Roper VK3BR Enveloping and addressing  a few years before he became a
Article proof-reading Bill Roper VK3BR Silent Key. (Ovituary on page 33)

Clive Wallis VK6CSW Mailing
Mike Goode VK3BDL Photo by David Dunn VKIDBOYGSSCO
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a wide spaced final tuning condenser from aluminium
sheet, brass rods and spacers, and of course a copper
tubing (or heavy wire) tank coil for the final stage.

I had been saving my pennies for about a year when
I was able to afford an 809 ‘high powered® (like 100
watts!) triode valve as a follow on final after the 45s.
Along with my homemade modulation transformer, and
a 50 watt audio amplifier, I was really ‘working DX". 1
had also bought an Astatic D104 crystal microphone
which was ideal for crisp audio.

1 had been transmitting on the HF end of the
Broadcast Band on 1250 kHz, which we were permitted
to do between 2230 hrs on Fridays to 0800 hrs on
Saturdays, then from 2230 hrs on Saturdays to 1200
noon on Sundays when most commercial stations were
not operating. We were permitted to play gramophone
records and have guest speakers to talk about their
hobbies, provided there was no mention of politics,
religion, or business promotion. I often had people ride
their bikes to my place and leave with me a favourite
record, and then ride home to listen to it on their own radio!

I also asked listeners to phone me if they knew of
children or adults who were sick and I would send a
cheerio to them. In some cases I would allow the person
who brought the message to come into the ‘studio’,
which was in the lobby of my parents’ house, and
deliver the message.

One of the best known country amateurs who was
very well set up and covered a lot of central Victoria,
was Gilbert Blake VK3RG in Castlemaine, who was
broadcasting ‘on air’ at all the permitted times. On one
occasion he invited me to shift to his frequency while
we had a two way QSO to demonstrate the meaning of
ham radio. It turmed out that Jim Martin, the PMG’s
Chief Radio Inspector in Melbourne, was a regular
listener to 3RG, and he listened to our QSO and
complimented us on a ‘very fine’ performance.

However, he gently suggested that we not do it
again as it seemed to him to be contrary to the rule that
amateur radio was not to be used to ‘promote’ any
organisation! Naturally, Gil and I respected his wishes!

One of my fans was our next door neighbour, Mr
(later Sir) Albert Dunstan who was the Premier of
Victoria in 2 government formed with the Labour party,
whose leader, as deputy Premier, was Mr John Cain
(father of the later second Premier John Cain).

Another very keen fan was our family doctor, Peter
Slater, who was another of my mentors who did all he
could to encourage me, and played rather a large part in
my adolescent life. He would sometimes call in late at
night after he had finished his late calls and he was
particularly thrilled when one night I worked a ham
station in the Methodist Hospital in Boston,
Massachusetts in the USA.

The operator of this amateur station, which was in
the residential section of the Hospital Medical Centre,
was an Australian who had been a fellow student with
Dr Slater when they were both at University in
Melbourne. He was Dr Walter Knight and he had
several years previously won a scholarship to go to
this famous teaching Hospital in the USA. When he
had finished his training there, he accepted a position
in the Hospital’s Research Section and had made a
‘name’ for himselfin the USA and Canada. They started
corresponding with each other and he had invited Dr
Slater to visit him to attend a Convention in 1940.
Unfortunately, a guy named Adolph Hitler started
WWIIin September 1939 and the visit was not made.

On several occasions during 1938/39, I, along with
other country amateurs, participated as individuals, or
as WIA members, to provide communications in
emergencies. One occasion was when Omeo in the
mountains of North East Victoria suffered severe
storms and flooding. Bill Williams VK3WE late one
night called on 80 metres for help to ease the
communication situation in Omeo. I had been studying
with the receiver running on our net frequency and
replied to him. For the whole of that night, and the next
day and night, and on to mid-day on the third day, we
provided hourly contacts with each other to handle all
traffic into and out of Omeo for the PMG, the press,
radio and also private messages. We were both
exhausted by the time the PMG lines were up and
running again, but we also felt good about being useful
to the community.

Bill was Owner/Editor of the Omeo newspaper. A
week after the end of our marathon effort, we both
received official letters. The first one was from the Post
Master General’s Department thanking us for the
‘sterling’ service we had provided. The second letter
arrived the next day, and it was from the Post Master
General’s Wireless Branch asking me to explain why ]
had broken rules such and such regarding handling
Third Party Traffic for the press, radio stations
including the ABC, and telegrams for the Australian
Post Office, which was of course a division of the Post
Master General’s Department, and asking me to ‘show
cause’ why I should not hand in my amateur licence for
cancellation!

I phoned Bill about this and he told me he had
received virtually identical letters. He, as a newspaper
man, had sent both of his letters to the Argus in
Melbourne, and the Argus later phoned me for my
comments and to ask what action I was going to take, I
told them I was going to send both letters to the
opposite parties, the Wireless Branch letter 1o the Post
Office, and vice versa. Remember, there was no easy
way of just making copies of the letters. [ have often
wished I had been able to keep copies.

After I sent the letters, I spent quite a few nights
chewing my nails, but I eventually received a visit from
the Bendigo Post Master (who had supervised my
entrance exam) to officially thank me in person for my
fine service to them, and to advise me that I would be
best to do and say nothing about the matter as he had
been ‘assured’ that no further action would be taken.
The Argus had published a small item in the back pages
under the heading ‘left hand/right hand’!

I had also been involved in a relay of messages on
CW during the week of the terrible bush fires of Black
Friday on 13* January 1939 from Omeo and Walhalla.
Many amateurs were involved in this operation.

When WWII started, all radio amateurs were
ordered to shut down for the duration and all
microphones, Morse keys and transmitter components
were boxed up and deposited with the Central Regional
Post Offices. This was one time I was glad 1 had a PMG
Type microphone which I had used in my early forays
into radio, and was also glad I had an old Morse key!
Nobody knew the difference!

Just as well, as when I applied post war for my boxes
of bits, no one could find them!

Note
1. See <http://australianscreen.com.au/titles/
australasian-gazette-arrival/ >
ar
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My early days in amateur radio

and business (part 1)

Bruce Plowman VK3QC
RAOTC member No 1448

In My seventy seventh hamiversary, published earlier in this issue of OTN, 1 mentioned one of my
mentors, Dr Peter Slater in Bendigo, and his friend Dr Walter Knight who had also done his early
training in Melbourne University, and who was ‘recruited’ to the Methodist Hospital in Boston in
Massachusetts, USA. Unbeknownst to me, they had resumed their friendship by letters and
telephone, and at some stage they decided to nominate me as a suitable Australian candidate
for a scholarship being offered annually by the General Electric Company in Schenectady, New

York State, USA.

combination of the ‘Great Depression’ of the late

1920s and early 1930s, and the collapse of many
businesses with the loss of competent workers, and
also to find the right type of future employees, many
large businesses in the USA such as the General
Electric Company (formed in 1890 by Thomas Alva
Edison) independently offered inducements to people
who had the skills they needed. General Electric
Company had already penetrated many countries
outside the USA with their products, particularly power
generation and distribution; lighting; electric traction
(railroads); and broadcast and communication radio.

It was decided that the best approach would be to
offer scholarships in various countries which would
attract people of the calibre the Company required, and
present the Company in a favourable light. By 1938 the
list of countries had grown to 40 and included not only
well advanced countries but also ‘promising’ smaller
countries where there was already a good basic
educational standard, but had little inducement for
good students. The conditions of the scholarships
varied from one country to another, probably on the
basis of GE’s interests in that region. The offering to
Australians was one of the broadest in range of
conditions, but with the exception of specific trades
(crafts) they were looking for younger people who
would be able to fill a whole range of job descriptions.
These covered business, accountancy, communication,
transport, radio and electrical of all sorts,
merchandising, law, and business management, etc.

Because I had Amateur and Broadcast Operators
Certificates, and was studying for a First Class
Operators Certificate with appendages for Marine and
Aviation operations, I was selected from three
Australian nominees. The requirements were pretty
tough, but quite clearly laid out, and the offerings were
very clear as well. The applicant had to be acceptable to
the USA Immigration Service and had to be prepared to
enter into an employment contract with GE spread over
a possible 10 year term. He (she) had to be prepared to
live in whatever area of the USA (or overseas) required
by the Company during that 10 year period.

One very definite condition was one which would
eliminate a lot of nominees. He (she) had to find their
own way, at their own expense, to a port in the USA,
and be prepared to attend Company schools in the
USA. This meant travelling to the West Coast of the
USA as Hawaii was not then a State of the Union (it
became a State in August 1959).

For several years before WWII, due to the

When selected for a scholarship, the candidate
would be required to call at an American Consulate, or
other place nominated, in his own country for an
interview as to suitability and, if approved, would be
given a reference to an Immigration Office at the place
of arrival in the USA. From that point on virtually
everything ‘would be taken care of”.

At the end of the first 12 months would come the
day of big decisions. Does the Company want you to
continue on, and do YOU want to stay? If you are
accepted, you will be offered a firm job in the selected
department, and your geographical position may be
changed, or you may be told to stay where you are. In
any case, at this point you will be asked to accept a
contract to stay with the company for five years, and
you will be either told, or offered, where you will
continue, bound of course by the contract you have
signed.

For all of the time you have been with the Company
you will have been supplied with accommodation, a
living allowance, travel costs and a nominal wage. At
this stage, the better performers will be called in to enter
into a series of discussions about the direction of your
future with the company. Those who want to accept
company career training will be offered tertiary level
education at various colleges and universities.

So the above is what was in prospect for me if |
passed the interviews with the Consulate in Australia. I
needed to decide the best way of being able to finance
my travel cost to get to Los Angeles, which was at that
time the most convenient. 1 had a few discussions with
my mentor, Dr Slater, and he made enquiries about
various avenues of ‘getting there’.

He knew I was about to sit for my First Class
Operators Certificate and suggested a job as a Ship’s
Radio Officer. Although I had done all of my studies at
home, through a friend at AWA I had been able to sit for
my Broadcast Operators ticket at the Marconi School, a
division of AWA. I thought I may be able to do my First
Class exam with them. No problem, and if you want a job
we can assist you.

Two weeks after I had passed my exam I received a
phone call from the Sydney office of the Matson line
which was a large and reputable shipping company,
telling me they were looking for a Third Radio Officer on
their ship the SS Mariposa.

The ship was to sail from Sydney to the US West
Coast on 3" September 1939 and Marconi had
recommended me as being suitable and available for the
job.
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RAOTC members list a5 8t 31 uly 2015

Legend: L = Life Member A = Associate Member B = Associate Life Member
* = Licensed 50 years or more + = Aged S0 years or more

Name Call No Name Call No Name Call No

ACT L TomSanders  VK2MY 1393 Tim Humphery VK3BCN 1620

L Ted Peppercom VKIAEP 1314* | L John Gaynor VK2NCE 1475+ | L BrianTideman VK3BCZ 1184

L EmieHocking  VKILK 1260 L WilliamSpedding VK2NLS 1394 Mike Goode VK3BDL 1610

A Andrew Robertson VKINRO 1611 L GeorgeHodgson VK20H 544 L DiggerSmith  VK3BFF 1424

New South Wales L Mike Rautenberg VK20T 1338 Peter Cossins ~ VK3BFG 1257

Don Hunt VK2ADY 1141 L Peter Mair VK2PF 1318 B Muriel Plowman VK3BJO 1511

L Alex McMurray VK2AEV 586+ | L StephenPall VK2PS 758* Noel Jeffery VK3BMU 1021
JimBrown-Sare  VK2AGF 1640 L RogerConway VK2RO 1255 LenHeames VK3BMY 1188*

L Gerry Sabin VKZAGS 395+ | L John Bennett  VK2SIG 939* | L AlexEdmonds VK3BQN 1341
George Paterson  VK2AH)  1333* | A Robert Ward VK2TAX 1625 L Albert Hubbard VK3BQO 1506

L Ben Mills VK2AJE 832+ | L Robert Taylor VK2TR 1469 L Bill Roper VK3BR 978*
L Jim Patrick VKZAKJ 1003 Trevor Thatcher VK2TT 1080* | L Stan Roberts VK3BSR 1272+
Alan Whimore VK2ALA 1381 Ray Wells VK2TV 1076 Mark Gillespie VK3BU 1661

John Howard ~ VK2AMH 1520* | L EricDeWeyer VK2VE 1253 L ClemAllan VK3BVI  1073*
L Max Mondolo VK2AML 1227 L KeithSherlock VK2WQ 1138+ Bob Whalley VK3BWZ 1237

Bruce Thomas VK2AMT 1415 Tony Rowe VK2XAJ 1575 L GraemeBrown VK3BXG 1542

Max Riley VK2ARZ 1518* BranRodgers VK2XFL 1608 L Andy Walton =~ VK3CAH 1599
L Keith Alder VK2AXN 1002+ Jack Hodge VK2XH 1605 L John Machin VK3CCC 1421

Brian Woods VK2AZI 1515* | L RichardCortis VK2XRC 1474 Bob Crowle VK3CDV 1588
L Tony Mullen VK2BAM 882* | L BillHall VK2XT 812+ Ken Morgan VK3CEK 1457
L John Trenning VK2BAR  1226* RonCameron  VK2XXG 1410 L Mick Ampt VK3CH 1365
L Jim Griffiths VK2BGG 1271 L Noel May VK2YXM 1345 L VicPunch VK3CKD 1250

SteveLeatheam VK2BGL 1498 DeanDavidson VK2ZID 1423 KevinLeydon = VK3CKL 1557

GeorgeArchibald VK2BGU 1360 Gary Ryan VK2ZKT 1267 Geoff Tresise VK3CNX 1240
L Brendan Connolly VK2BIC 1213 John Bishop VK2ZOl 1404 L Nic Chantler VK3COW 1538

John Marfland  VK2BJU  1399* | L SteveGrimsley VK2ZP 465+ | L Dick Webb VK3CP 972
L Ray Gill VK2BRF 1592 L RobertAlford VK2ZRJ 1444 Clint Jeffrey VK3CSJ 1648
L Phil Orchard VK2BTT 1285+ | L SamFaber VK2ZZ 1359 Don Jackson VK3DBB 1290

Lex Brodie VK2BYA 1638 RayHardimon VK2ZZK 1536 L Mike Pain VK3DCP 1204

Dave Rothwell VK2BZR 1414 Victoria Doug Twigg VK3D1lJ 679*

John Clark VK2CF 903* John Adcock VK3ACA  114* | L Russell Ward VK3DRW 1376

Neale Imrie VK2CNI 1480 Peter Doolan VK3AC] 1549 GeorgeLance  VK3DS 389+
L Ray Turner VK2COX 1348* L Graham Rutter VK3ACK 1322 Peter Cosway VK3DU 1447

Dot Bishop VK2DB 1403 L DavidRosenfield VK3ADM 1622* Peter Milne VK3DV 1546*
Brian Kelly VK2DK 1645 L DavidWardlaw VK3ADW  408* Bill Fanning VK3DWF 1038

AlMacAskill VK2DM  1277* | L RonCook VK3AFW  824* | L NigelHolmes  VK3DZ 1435
TrevorWilkin  VK2ETW 1570 L Bob Duckworth VK3AIC  1245* | L SarjietSingh VK3EAM 1052
John Boyd VK2EZC 992 DaveParslow  VK3AIF 1552 L Dallas James VK3EB 1238
L GlenMillen VK2FC 1180 Rob McNabb ~ VK3AIM  829* | L SteveHarding VK3EGD 1524
L Nick Pemott VK2FS 1327 Jack Spark VK3AJK  534* | L Mark Harris VK3EME 1574
Ted Dean VK2FUP  120) L Ken Young VK3AKY 1103* | L Stewart Day VIGESDex 905
Ray Davies VK2FW  1563* | L Tony Smith VK3ALS 1521 L DougDowe VK3FDUG 1616
L Gary Baxter VK2GAB 1504 Nick Lock VK3ANL 1621 Ellis Pottage VK3FG 1087+
L Barry Mitchell VK2GGA 1456 DavidWaring ~ VK3ANP 1037 DaveBell VK3FGE 1339
L Allan Mason VK2GR 1221 Bill Babb VK3AQB 904 Noel Ferguson  VK3FI 1416 *
L Peter Ritchie VK2HC 1326 L KevinConnelly VK3ARD 1035+ | B Blayne Bayliss VK3FIS 1412
John Rath VKZHY  1534* RoyBadrock  VK3ARY 1211* | L EmieWalls VK3FM 1401
lan Jeffrey VK2U 1571 L David Stuart VK3ASE 1346 Peter Lord VK3FPL 1590
Ralph Paton  VK2IRP 1301 L Max Meallin VK3ATK 184+ | L Ray Taylor VK3FQ 1216
Hemnan Willemsen VK2IXV 1384 Max Campenter VK3AUA 1489+ | L John Brown VK3FR 1407
L Pat Leeper VK2IPA 1629 L Ron Mackie VK3AVA 1478 Bob Bird VKIGEB 1602
Kevin Parsons  VK2JS 1586 Laurie Middleton VK3AW 1152 Geoff Wilson ~ VK3GIW 1658 *

GraemeScott  VK2KE 789+ John Mitchell  VK3AXE 957 L Lee Moyle VK3GK 1363
Greg Hilder VK2KGH 1375 L RodGreen VK3AYQ 1380 A Max Morris VK3GMM 1265
L Ken Nisbet VK2KP 989* | L Jim Payne VK3AZT 993+ Wayne Collyer VK3IGMV 1503
Banry Wood VK2LA 848* Jock Mackenzie VK3BAA 1619 GraemeHamis  VKIGN 1630
Larry Hazzard VK2LPH 1512 L Roy Thorpe VK3BAM 1323 A John Piovesan  VK3GU 1235
L lan Paterson VICMW 810+ Carl Dillon VK3BBW 1618* | A Bruce Stokes VK3HAV 1613
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Name Call
A Phil Maskrey ~ VK3HBR
A John Kirk VK3HCT
L LukeSteele VK3HJ
L Steve Bushell VK3HK
B PhilCardamone  VK3HPC
L GeorgeFrancis VK3HV
L Bill Jamieson VK3HX
L GavinBrain VK3HY
Ian McFarlane  VK3IDM
Bruce Wilson VK3IG
L Tim Hunt VK3IM
Ian Palmer VK3IN
Jim Mannon (Sr) VK3IY
L Barry Gauntlett VK3JB
Ray Proudlock  VK3JDS
L GraemeMann VK3JGM
Ray Lenthall VK3JH
L Anthony Rogers VK3JIA
Dave Wilson VK3IKY
Fred Storey VKM
Peter Drury VK3IN
Ian Sarman VK3INC
John Walters VK3JO
L Ian McLean VK3JQ
Frank Nowlan  VK3IR
L lan Godsil VK3JS
L Bill Magnusson VK3JT
L Steve Phillips VK3JY
Bamie Halliday VK3KBY
L RalphComley VK3KDD
L Jim Baxter VK3KE
L CraigCook VK3KG
L Paul Karlstrand VK3KHZ
L JohnBlackman VK3KJB
L Jim Hinton VK3KJH
L ReglLloyd VK3KK
Maurie O’Keefe VK3KO
Victor Self VK3KSF
L Brenda Edmonds VK3KT
L Mike ide VK3KTO
Peter Clark VK3KU
L Alan Heath VK3KZ
L Jack Williams  VK3LG
Colin Middleton VK3LO
Warren Moulton VK3LX
DuncanBaxter VK3LZ
A David Davies VK3MHV
L RobWhitmore VKIMQ
Peter Young VK3MV
L GraemeMcDiammid VK3NE
Ken Jewell VK3NW
L Neville White =~ VK3NZ
L Alan Baker VK30A
Bill Miller VK301
L Ron Fisher VK3OM
L Peter Freeman  VK3PF
Mark Stephenson VK3PI
Stewart Mair VK3PR
L Peter Simons VK3PX
John Longayroux VK3PZ
L Bruce Plowman VK3QC
fanHocking VK3QL
Ray Dean VK3RD
L Darrell Edwards VK3RE
A Ron Sutcliffe VK3RS

No
1387
1427
1432
1001
1539

620*
1117*
1304
1332
1639*

504
1643
1635

267+
1585
1274
1663
1287
1278
1010
1567
1218
1288 *%
1215
1286
1220
1342*
1266
1523
1461
1354

931 *
1528
1319
1366

5“‘
1336
1254

197
1194
1573
1151

565+
1153

976
1254
1293
1352
1400
1485
1650 *
1343
1646
1598

103*
1443
1632
1641
1408
1553
1448+
1594
1577
1185
1425

Name Call
L Peter Wolfenden VK3RV
Ray Wales VK3RW
L Damien Vale VK3RX
L Sarah Dowe VK3SD
Laurie Bain VK38
L AllenCrewther VK3SM
A Barry Schrape ~ VK3SW
L Bamry Abley VK3sY
JohnSuicliffe  VK3TCT
DeaneBlackman VK3TX

Colin Durrell VK3UDC

L Mike Thome VK3UE
Rodney Champness VK3UG
L Doug McArthur VK3UM
L Bruce Bathols  VK3UV
Kev Trevarthen VK3VC
L Trevor Piman  VK3VG
A JefTSilvester VK3VIS
L David Harms VK3VL
L GregWilliams  VK3VT
Rick Morris VK3VvXl
L Peter Dempsey VK3WD
L Brian Endersbee VK3WP
L Jenny Wardrop VK3WQ
L Mike O’Burtill VK3WW
L lanKeenan VK3X1
L lanSimpson VK3XIS
Ted Egan VK3XT
Drew Diamond VK3XU
Gordon Bracewell VK3XX
L Derek McNiel  VK3XY
Tim Robinson  VK3YBP

L Brewster Wallace VK3YBW
L Eric Day VK3YHN

L Terry Mcintosh VK3Y)

L Bob Neal VK3ZAN
Ken Benson VK3ZGX

L John Horan VK3ZH)
Kevin White VK3ZI
lanBaxter VK3ZIB
DonSeedsman VK3ZIE

L Jim Gordon VK3ZKK

GeoffAngus  VK3ZNA

CalLee VK3ZPK
RayRutledge  VK3ZQ
Eric Gray VK3ZSB

LeighTuckerman VK3ZTU

Bill Adams VK3ZWO

Queensland
AlanSimpson  VK4AAE
L Tom lvins VK4ABA

lan Saunders VK4ACU
L Harold Cislowski VK4ANR

Roy Stephens  VK4ARS
A Glenn McNeil  VK4BG
Ken Finney VK4BKJ

L GraemeDowse VK4CAG

Chris Lowe VKACL
L Les McDonald VK4CLF
L Norm Phillips  VK4CNP
L Jon Walton VKACY
L lan Browne VK4DB

John Buckland VK4DBJ

Dale McCarthy VK4DMC

L Merv Deakin VK4DV

No
1484 *
1471
1239
1535
1600

3+
1560
1496
1589+
1378
1244
1473
1086 *
1490 *
1090
1115
1246
1582
1383
1402
1497
1544
1491 *
1656
1123 *
1527
1071

721 *
1140
1122+
1370
1617
1126
1398
1532
1030+
1377
1541
1568
1519
1068 *
1262
1482
1510

566*
1451
1468
1356+

727*
1382
1390
1550

286 ¢
1633
1176*
1417
1651

961
1015+

842 *
1283
1422
1465
1230*

Name Call
Ron Goodhew  VK4EMF
BobLees VK4ER
JimDownman VKJ4FAD
Len Eaton VK4FIAA

Felix Sceri VK4FUQ

L Geoff Bonney = VK4GI

L Wamren Heaton  VK4GT
Daphne Ayers  VK4IA
Kevin Dickson  VK4IW
Ken Duncanson VK4JUD

L Gordon Loveday VK4KAL

L Andy Beales VK4KCS

L Norman Fiori VK4LD
John Homrocks  VK4LJ

A Mike Patterson VK4MIK

L Mario Antoniutti VK4MS
Mike O’Comnor VK4MW

A Ray Crawford VK4NH
Dick Pietrala VK40P
lan McCosker  VK4PF
AllanDownie  VK4QG
Mike Charteris  VK4QS

L Rod Rush VK4RA
Ron Grandison VK4RG

L Ross Ramm VK4RO

L AlexMcDonald VK4TE

L John Roberts VKA4TL

L Mick McDermott VK4TMD

L Paul Blake VK4TPB
Trent Sampson  VKATS
AndyOdgers  VK4WKX
Bill Lochridge VK4WL
Bill Gibbings VK4WO
Bill Flannery VK4XO0

L Chris Bourke VK4YE
Nick Wating VK4YT
Frank Adamson VK4ZAK
Philip Tomlinson VK4ZPE
Kevin Dibble VK4ZR
Bill Wilcock VK4ZW)

South Australia

L Temry Franklin ~ VKSAAL

L JSack Peatfield VK5AF-ex
Mike Hall VKSAGI
Jack Crawford VKSAHI
Peter Reichelt VK5APR
Wolfe Rohde VKSAXN
Mal Haskard VK5BA
Lloyd Butler VKSBR
Dick Turpin VK5SBRT
Bany Williams VKSBW
Curl Blythe VK5CL

L BranCondon  VK5SCO
John Drew VK5DIJ
Mac Macdermott VKSFLEN
JeffFarmer VK5GF

L Paul Spinks VKSGX
Harro Krause VKSHK
John Casey VKSU

L lan Sutcliffe VKS5IS

L Ted MacKenzie VKSKBM
Trevor Niven VKS5SNC

L Keith Metcalf  VK5ND
Bryan Scott VK5SNOS

L Jjohn Butler VKSNX

No
1516
1609*
1659
1606
1533

969

672*
1647
1158
1596

707+
1579
1296
1362*
1467
1470
1603
1653
1075
1162+
1565
1329
1477

668 *
1433
1411
1005 *
1317
1514
1657
1460
1379*
1372
1137
1436
1263 *
1406
1624
1060
1373

1430
822+
1615
1397
1612
1628
1107*
1495*
1347
1551
1654 *
291 *
951 *
1631
851
1214
1275
859+
1355
1389+
946
1537*
1202
1120
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Name Call No Name Call No Name Call No

Tony Wilkinson VKSPBB 1453 Wayne Johnson VK6EH 1660 L Igoriskra VK6ZFG 1559
A RonZimmermann VK5PCZ 1449 L DonNewman  VK6EY 1558+ L Phil Casper VK6ZKO 1445
Trevor Greig VKSPTL 1601 Max Faulkner  VK6FN 1064 Christine Bastin VK6ZLZ 1311
L Ivan Huser VK5QV 477* Gerry Wild VK6GW 1112+ RobertRandall VK6ZRT 1225
Rob Gurr VKSRG 1500* Phil Hartwell VK6GX  14%4 Tasmania
L Darcy Hancock VK5RJ 584+ Bob Howard VK6HI 1623 Allen Burke VK7AN 1270
L Ron Coat VKSRV 1000 A WayneFiddes VK6HWF 1429 Frank Beech VK7BC 1522%
ColwynLow  VKSUE 1361* | L GlenHufher VK6IQ 1072* Brian Proudlock VK7BP 644 *
Bill Thomas VK5VE 1321 L John Famell VK6JF 1297 Annclanders VK7BYL 1439
Ron Holmes VK5VH 1299+ Chris James VK6 1587 Doug Charton VK7DK 1050*
L Ian Wesfel VK5VJ 968 Jim Preston VK6JP 1121 Mike Hawkins VK7DMH 1597
NoclSchahinger VKSVT  1636* Keith Hobley ~ VK6KH 1028+ Jory Smutny  VK7EE 1595
Bill Coates VKSWCC 1199 PhilvanLeen = VK6KHV 1655 Winston Nickols VK7EM 899
Colin Luke VKS5XY  1i68* L Bob Lockley VK6KW 1172 Tom Moore VK7FM  1593*

Hans Smit VKSYX 1517 L GlennOgg VK6KY 1358 L Herman Westerhof VK7THW 1604
Adrian Waiblinger VK5ZBR 1614 L Lance Rock VK6LR 1509 L Joe Gelston VK7IG 1101

Tan Maxted VK5ZIM 1562 Bill Toussaint ~ VK6LT 1561 Bob Geeves VK7KZ 907

Peter Temby VKS5ZJ 1229 Cliff Bastin VKéLZ 1310 L Rex Moncur VKIMO 1298

L PeterWhellum VKS5ZPG 1479 SydO'Neill VK6MK 1124 L WililamMaxwell VK7MX 1418
Western Australia L Nocl Sanders VK6NS 1493 L Peter Dowde VK7PD 1554

Brian McDonald VK6ABM 1508+ Cyril Roberts  VK6OE 1209 L RichardRogers VK7RO 908
L BobSutherland VK6ABS 1483* | L Alan Gibbs VK6PG 815+ TrevorBriggs  VK7TB 1316

Mark Bamett  VK6ACB 1665 Rob Penno VK6PO  1111* | L Winston Henry VKTWH  1526*

L BarieBums ~ VK6AD] 1273* | L Ray Peterson ~ VK6PW  346* Ken Woskett ~ VKTWO  1626*
BaicBuler ~ VK6AF 1091 | L PhilZeid VK6PZ 752+ | L PaulEdwards VK7ZAS 1324*
John Faman VK6AFA 1409 Peter Walton VK6QK 1627 Johnlongbloed VK7Z)J 1584
Mark Bussanich VK6AR 1334 KeithBambridge VK6RK 1664 Overseas
Tony Argentino VKG6ATT 1591 | L GrhamRogers VK6RO 1302 DavidDunn  G3SCD  1252*
Anthony Benbow VK6AXB 1566 | L RonColier ~ VK6RT 1440+ | L ira Lipton WA20AX 1344+

L John Van-Tiel VK6BCU 1481 | L PhillipBussanich VK6SO 1247 | L JohnWightman ZLIAH 1507+
Bob Good VK6BI 1652 Bamy O'Keeffe VKGUP 1487 | L Martyn Seay  ZL3CK 1159
Richard Grocott VK6BMW 1555 Don Truscot  VK6UT 1212 - —
BamicFild  VK6BR 377+ AlnMead  VK6VA 1649 Membership statistics
Dick Roddy ~ VK6BV 1146 | A JocPage VK6VO 1340 207  Life members

L BobCrowe VK6CG 1405 * BillRose VK6W]J 1463 248 Full members

B Ken Taylor VK6CO 1529 L GeoffGreen VK6XB 1261 4 Associate Life members
CliveWallis  VK6CSW 1289 John Tuppen  VK6XJ 1525 .
ClemPachet VK6CW  742* | L RoyWatkins  VK6XV 1181 47'; .‘;‘:::fﬁ:g:’:f::
ArhurEder  VK6CY 1303 Poppy Bradshaw VK6YF 1191 HE P

L DougWells  VK6DEW 1458 Trevor Dawson  VK6YJ 1662 | including
Douglackson VK6DG 1243 Tom Berg VK6ZAF 1133* 107 Licensed 50 years or more
ChrisDodd  VK6DV 1501 MaxShooter ~ VK6ZER 1431 31 Aged90yearsormore

New RAOTC members Silent keys

It is with pleasure that we record and welcome
the following new RAOTC members: It is with regret that we record the passing of:

Name Call No
Trent Sampson  VK4TS 1657

| Geoff Wilson  VK3GIW 1658
Jim Downman VK4FAD 1659
Wayne Johnson ~ VK6EH 1660
Mark Gillespie = VK3BU 1661
Trevor Dawson VK6Y) 1662
Ray  Lenthall VK3HH 1663
Keith Bainbridge VK6RK 1664
Mark Bamett VK6ACB 1665

Fred Naylor VK3AQN
Russ Hardidge VK3VH
Arthur  Evans VK3va

Ken Perry VKSAFF
Anthony Mapson VK6RQ
Rolphe Fox VK3JWL
Richard Northcott VK2EIN
Bill Campbell vKa2zy
Allan Bengtsson VK3AB

M m 7 ' ‘M TM M ™ T
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RAOTC financial statements

Derek McNiel VK3XY
RAOTC member No 1370

Below are the RAOTC Financial Statements for the year ending 30 April 2015 with comparative
flgures for the preceding two years. This report was accepted by the RAOTC Management
Committee at the meeting on 21* May 2015 and will be presented for approval at the Annual
General Meeting to be held on 24" September 2015. If you have any queries about the results
presented here, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Financial Statements
Year to Year to Year to
30-Apr-2013 30-Apr-2014 30-Apr-2015
INCOME
Sales: Badges 40.00 32.00
DVDs 260.00 160.00 40.00
CDs 40.00 40.00
OTNs 510 40.00
Receipts from functions 3,552.00 3,456.00 2,880.00
Subscriptions 4,080.00 4,738.50 5,610.50
Donations 66.90 39.00 103.00
Interest received 924 .49 880.00 800.00
TOTAL INCOME 8,888.49 9,393.50 9,505.50
EXPENSES
Function expenses 3,419.40 3,209.30 2,512.60
DVD production 79.80 64.70 27.00
Insurance 388.80 394.81 419.97
Administrative costs 707.94 694.52 647.84
OTN printing, packaging & postage 4,782.56 4,592.18 4,569.72
TOTALEXPENSES 9,378.50 8,955.51 8,177.13
SURPLUS / (DEFICIT) (490.01) 437.99 1,328.37
BALANCE SHEET 30-Apr-2013 30-Apr-2014 30-Apr-2013
ASSETS
Cheque Account 8,208.23 9,596.72 11,582.51
Term Deposit 20,000.00 20,000.00 20,000.00
Prepaid expense 250.00 500.00
TOTAL ASSETS 28,208.23 29,846.72 32,082.51
LIABILITIES
Prepaid subscriptions 11,502.50 12,703.00 13,303.50
Account payable 306.92
TOTAL LIABILITIES - 11,502.50 12,703.00 13,610.42
MEMBERS’ FUNDS
Opening balance 17,195.74 16,705.73 17,143.72
Surplus / (Dsficit) {490.01) 437.99 1,328.37
Closing balance 16,705.73 17,143.72 18,472.09
TOTAL MEMBERS’ FUNDS
& LIABILITIES 28,208.23 29,846.72 32,082.51

ar
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An aerial for the unit dweller

Ron Cook VK3AFW
RAOTC member No 824

After retirement most of us face having to downsize at some time. This is another phase of our
life and for those of us who have had a reasonably sized block of land and a matching antenna
farm it can be a bit unsettling to face the prospect of no more amateur radio. Don’t give up on the
hobby. The major problem is usually the antenna. This article presents one possibility.

The possibilities
here are many compact antennas for VHF and HF
I that the new arrival in a set of units could erect.
Of course the more obvious the antenna the
harder it will be to get Body Corporate or management
approval.

An end fed ‘white stick’ less than 2 m long mounted
on the barge board or balcony railing will give access to
VHF and UHF bands but is more likely to have good
coverage in single storey sites as you can be blocked
for 180 degrees with multi-floor sites. If they have a lift,
go for a top floor unit with a balcony!

But what about HF?

MF]J sell a range of multiband HF verticals and one of
these mounted on a short metal pipe may suffice. Of
course, if it can be raised above the gutter level so much
the better. Remember, if the antenna can’t sec the horizon
then it’s radiation to distant parts will be reduced.

These verticals may scem expensive but, of course,
you should spend as much on your antenna as the rig.
Unfortunately, not everyone has much in the way of
disposable income at this phase of their life so what will
work, not be an eyesore and be cheap?

A wire antenna can provide a low visibility but
useful antenna at minimal cost. A 22 foot (6.7 m) per side
centre-fed doublet works well as a multiband antenna
covering from 7 MHz up. To cover 3.5 MHz effectively
as well, you will need more room so you can extend the
doublet to 44 feet (13.4 m) per side. 300 ohmribbon is a
practical feeder for this arrangement. By using an ATU
with a 4:1 balun, a good match can readily be obtained,
sometimes afier some feed line length adjustment. A
balanced antenna will have lower noise pick-up than a
vertical or an end fed antenna.

However, the feed line being in the centre might not
be the most useful position as often the new ‘shack’ is
at onc cnd of the unit.

An ¢nd fed wire would be convenient in that casc
but getting a good earth or counterpoise can be
difficult in a retirement unit.

A versatile HF wire antenna
I have been trying to develop an efficient end fed
antenna for a number of ycars and the early attempts

tt
B 60 ft (8.3 m) ;‘(2'1 ~)
[ ®
22t (6.7m)
3000hm
Not drawn to scale
© 0INGI 20151 Orown by VISBR

Fig 1 - Schematic of the modified End Fed Zepp.

were less than satisfactory. However, perseverance
pays off. The current design was first published as the
*Moorabbin Zepp’ in APC News No 235 and this article
extends and updates the description.
Origins

In the 1930s, Zeppelin airships were used to provide
scheduled air flights from Genmany to Argentina. They
were the height of modernity and, of course, carried
radio communications. Fitting an aerial on a hydrogen
filled airship was not without challenges. The antenna
had to be at least a half wave length long at the lowest
operating frequency and be independent of the
airframe,

It also needed to be able to be unrolled from a drum
after lift-off and re-spooled prior to landing. The
antenna devised was an end fed radiator connected to
an open wire line feeder. Over time all end fed antennas
using parallel wire feeder came to be known as ‘End Fed
Zepps'.

Did you know that the Slim Jim is actually an end fed
Zepp in a vertical configuration with matching to coax
builtin?

The most effective simple wire antenna is with a
radiator that is a half wave at the operating frequency.
Normally it is fed at the centre. If it is end fed the
impedance is very high and changes significantly if
brought near conducting materials.

Also, although theoretically is it is possible to
operate it cffectively on even harmonics because one
end of the feeder is unterminated, it can present difficult
matching problems.

This can be overcome with a version that has the
feed point moved some 10% in from the end, thereby
reducing the variability in the feed impedance, lowering
the SWR on the feed line, providing a proper load to the
feed line and enabling harmonic operation.

Think of the design as a way-off-centre-fed dipole.

How it works
On 40 m it operates as a conventional half wave dipole.
On 30 miit is an extended % wave dipole. On 20 m itis a
full wave radiator and on 15 m it is a three by half wave
dipole. On 10 m it is a two wavelength dipole. On 15 and
10 m the pattern will include some lobes with gain as
well as some nulls in the pattern.

On 80 m it is physically only a quarter wave long. So
how could it possibly work without a ground
connection? The answer is that the feed line provides a
total length of conductor electrically equivalent to 18 m
or nearly equal to a quarter wave on 80 m making it just
short of a half wave overall.

The ATU provides the extra inductance to resonate
the feed line aerial combination. It is a surprisingly
efficient 80 m radiator. Remember, the popular GSRV also
has the centre of the 80 m section in the feed line.

The half size on 80 m makes it appealing for space
challenged locations.

OTN - September 2015

Page 47







































Radio Amateurs Old Timers Club
| Australia Inc

In accordance with the Rules of Association, notice is hereby given of the

Annual General Meeting 2015
of the Radio Amateurs Old Timers Club Australia Inc
to be held at
12.00 noon on Thursday, 24" September 2015 l
atthe
Bentleigh Club, Yawla Street, Bentleigh, Victoria.
Business: Confirm minutes, adopt accounts, elect committee members.

(Note: All the existing committee members are willing to continue in office and offer
themselves for re-efection.)

The AGM will be followed by the Melbourne September Luncheon at 12.30 pm.

Please note the earlier times for the AGM and the Luncheon!!

The guest speaker will be Bill Roper VK3BR who will present an illustrated talk on
I his: “Reminiscences of National Service as a traineeTelegraphist
in the RAN 60 years ago’.
The Luncheon comprises a three course meal, plus tea and coffee at a cost of
$36.00 per head (fruit juice, soft and alcoholic drinks at members’ prices). |
Members are welcome to bring a friend, but we must have firm bookings to

PO Box 107, Mentone 3194 no later than Monday, 21°t September 2015.

Nomination for RAOTCA Inc Committee

In accordance with Rule 51 of the Rules of the Association.

I, . (name and callsign)

hereby nominate to the commiitiee of the RAOTCA Inc.
Signed by: (proposer)
I agree to accept nomination, signed by: (nominee).

All nominations must be returned to:

The Secretary
PO Box 107
Mentone VIC 3194

to reach him by 21* September 2015.
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