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has ended its probe into

alleged irregularities at three 1999 |

South Carolina Amateur Radio exam
sessions. The FCC says it found “noth-
ing improper” at a 9 October 1999
WS5YI-VEC test session in Iva.

The FCC initiated an audit of the
WS5YI-VEC last year, and the VEC has
cooperated in the probe. In December,
the FCC asked W5YI-VEC to detail
how it screens and accredits VEs and

its procedures for verifying the results |

of W5SYI-VEC test sessions.

In a letter to WSYI-VEC’s Fred |

Maia, W5YI, FCC Special Counsel

for Amateur Radio Enforcement Riley |
Hollingsworth said the forgeries and |

a Clemson “sub-session” where two
volunteer examiners are alleged to

have fraudulently upgraded themselves |

“constitute an alarming failure of
oversight and integrity in the Volunteer
Examiner program at those sessions.”
The “sub-session” followed a sched-
uled exam session on 14 July 1999

in Clemson. The FCC alleges that |

then-volunteer examiners William J.
Browning, ex-AB4BB and AF4P],
and James F. Chambers, KF4PWF,

in Hollingsworth’s words, “apparently

awarded themselves upgrades to Extra |

' announces new

class” at the ad hoc exam session
at Browning’s home by forging the
signatures of other VEs.

The FCC also says someone forged
the signature of VE Grady Robinson,
AK4N, on applications for all 10
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Amateur Radio news courtesy of the ARRL Letter

examinees at a 26 August 1999, session
in Clemson. Hollingsworth said that
Robinson “was not present at the ses-
sion and was in no way at fault.”

As a result of the Clemson inquiry,

Browning forfeited his Amateur Radio |
license. Chambers has been called in |

for retesting and his role “is still under
review,” Hollingsworth said. Browning
and Chambers handled all paperwork
for both the regular exam sessions and
the “sub-session” in Clemson.

“It would appear that these forgeries
and the upgrading of the volunteer
examiners at their own ‘sub-session’
could have been detected by merely
attempting to verify the presence of the
volunteer examiners whose names and
call signs appeared on the examination
session documents,” Hollingsworth
told the W5YI-VEC.

Hollingsworth said Maia has
responded to the FCC’s letter. When
contacted, Maia offered no comment

| on the FCC'’s latest request for infor-

mation about W5YI-VEC’s examina-
tion procedures. In the past he has said
his VEC screens volunteer examiner
applicants as well as it can and carefully
logs every exam session. — ARRL
Letter

ARRL DXCC Desk

17-Meter Award

The ARRL DXCC Desk now is
accepting applications for its new
17-Meter Single Band DXCC
Award. The 17-Meter DXCC certifi-
cates will be dated but not numbered,
and 17-meter credits also will count
toward the DeSoto Cup competition
for 2001. To determine prior credits
on 17 Meters, contact DXCC for an
update to help avoid duplicates and
additional costs. Copies of DXCC
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records are available (in Adobe PDF
format) by contacting the DXCC
Desk at dxcc@arrl.org (if requesting
via U.S. mail, include $1.50 for post-
age or an SASE with $1.50 in post-
age). For more information, contact
DXCC at dxcc@arrl.org. — ARRL
Letter

Hams help in storm
emergency

Ice storms have caused wide-spread
power and telephone outages and
hazardous driving conditions in Texas,
Arkansas and Oklahoma, and there’s
more to come. Amateur Radio Emer-
gency Service nets were activated on
HF and on local repeaters to handle
emergency traffic and to support public
safety and relief agencies. Several
deaths have been attributed to the
severe weather.

President Clinton has declared a
state of emergency in Oklahoma and
Arkansas. Hundreds of thousands still
were without power, and many still had
no telephone service — even cellular
systems were out.

Hams also have been locating and
assisting the many stranded motorists.
South Texas Section Manager Ray
Taylor, NSNAV, says an estimated 200
Texas amateurs have been pitching in.
At one point, ARES members helped
with communication after hospital
telephones were knocked out; they
also got a generator going after one
hospital’s emergency power system

| failed.

|
{

|

Hams also have been supporting
relief activities of the Red Cross, the
Salvation Army and the Baptist Men’s
Kitchen as well as state police. The
Red Cross has opened shelters to
assist those stranded by the inclement
weather or left without utilities. —

ARRL Letter
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Editor’s Log

t’s quite a challenge keeping track
of all of those enlisting in the
Worldradio Lifetime Subscriber
Corps (WLSC). What are the
benefits to enlisting in the WLSC?
You get your favorite Amateur Radio
magazine delivered to your door, every
month, by a career federal employee
specially selected for this important
task. This employee has taken an oath
to make sure your copy of this journal
arrives without regard to rain, snow
or dark of night. OK, so it’s just your
ordinary letter carrier. Unfortunately,
we can’t offer a retirement program,
or health care for life (don’t get me
started on that subject). All we can
promise is the best in Amateur Radio
news for you.

Our latest enlistees:

Rodney L. Scribner, KA1IRFD

Gardner, ME

James F. McGivern, 111, KINK

Oradell, NJ

D.E. Wright, K9D]

Green Bay, W1

Bob Pearce, KIGKE

Elysian, MN

Frank Gassmere, K9BWQ_

Midlothian, IL

Mike Benevelli, KB9OCH

Burbank, IL

Robert Randall, N2TWY

St. Peters, MO

Michael Manlove, AD6GK

Redwood City, CA

Frank and Mike received their life-
time subscriptions as a gift from John
R. Kent. Thanks, John. You should
really change your first name to “Clark.”
You truly are a “Superman.”
.

“Specialist in RF Connectors and Coax”

Part No. Description Price
PL-259/USA  UHF Male Phenolic, USA made $ .75
PL-259/AGT  UHF Male Silver Teflon, Goid Pin  1.00 10/$9.00
UG-210U N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Detlta 3.26
UG-21B/V N Male RG-8, 213, 214 Kings 5.00
9913/PIN N Male Pin for 9913, 9086, 8214

Fits UG-21 D/U & UG-21 B/UN's 1.50
UG-21D/9913 N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 4.00
UG-21B/9913 N Male for RG-8 with 9913 Pin 6.00
UG-t46A/U N Male to SO-239, Tetion USA 7.50
UG-838/U N Female to PL-259, Teflon USA 7.50

The R.F. Connection
213 North Frederick Ave., #11 WR
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I received some letters and e-mail
messages saying I was bashing the
ARRL in the January “Editor’s Log.”
One was a scathing letter from a
very well-respected amateur I greatly
admire.

If T sounded like I was bashing
the ARRL, it was completely uninten-
tional. I am proud to say that I am
a member, have been for quite some
time, and I will continue my member-
ship as long as I am a Ham.

In my eyes, the ARRL is similar to
the American Medical Association, the
top-notch association for those in the
medical profession. Just as the AMA
Journal is a benefit of membership in
the AMA, so is QST when you are a
member of the ARRL. Each of those
publications are the “Rolls Royce” of
their respective organizations.

Not only do you receive QS7 when
you become a member of the ARRL,
you reap additional benefits, some of
them not well known. Who represents
this hobby when the government wants
to auction off spectrum? The ARRL.
Who provides educational services
for any school interested in Amateur
Radio? The ARRL. Who provides an
outgoing QSL service that is extremely
affordable? The ARRL. I could go on
and on, listing the additional benefits
of being a member, but just let me say
this. If I sounded like I was bashing
the ARRL, I sincerely apologize. I was

y f /,'“ Proud to be
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710 10th Street SW
Watertown, SD 57201
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To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

merely drawing a comparison between
our two publications.

One final thought for those of you
still on the fence about joining the
ARRL — what would happen to this
hobby if the ARRL decided to shut
their doors? We wouldn’t have any
organized and strong voice to protect
this hobby. What would happen then?
I don't even want to think about it.

°

Update on the quest for QSL cards
— please refer to the list of cards I am
seeking from the list in the Editor’s
Log in the last issue. It’s now been
over two months, and I have received
some additional cards. I received a
card from GIGKVQ (sent direct),
9A3MA (direct), VP2E (N5AU/mgr)
and ZS6EZ (direct). Chris, ZS6EZ
also enclosed a note stating that the
one IRC was not enough to cover the
cost of sending an airmail envelope
from South Africa to the U.S. I have
sent Chri§ two greenstamps to cover
his costs. (For an in-depth explanation
of how IRCs are supposed to work,
but don't, see this month’s Letters to
the Editor section).

Out of 20 sent out, I have received
five QSL cards in return. So far, a
25% return rate. I've also received
LOTS of comments about my QSL
card “quest.”

One more note about the “quest” —
A few readers mentioned NOTT is
not the manager for 3E1DX. They're
right! I made an error transcribing
my list from handwritten to typed in
this here Mac. I did send the card
to the correct manager, NJJT. One
reader pointed out the error and told
me not to hold my breath waiting for
that one!

°

Several readers have commented that
they could not find my e-mail address.
I have updated my listing in QRZ so
you can now find it there. If you can't
access QRZ, the e-mail address is:
wibo@arrl.net. Or you can send e-mail
to the office at: n6wr@ns.net. For those
of you that use the postal system, my
home address is: 5699 Time Court,
Sacramento, CA 95824-2062.

I welcome your comments and sug-
gestions. — WF60
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Serving children

Carole Perry, WB2MGP

n 6 December 2000 a won-

derful event took place

at Kennedy International

Airport in New York. A
philanthropic organization called
Community Mayors of New York State
hosted a Holiday party for Special
Education students in the New York
City school system.

The motto of Community Mayors
is, “No man is so tall as when he stoops
to help a handicapped child.” The
group 1s comprised of people from
different walks of life whose mission it
is to do good works for handicapped
children. In partnership with hundreds
of volunteers from the New York City

7061005

Make your TUNER/CALL button work
on your {COM 706 (all models)
o Emits 10 watts & sidetone
o Reverts back to pre-

vious mode/power
o Great for wning

SWR, antenna, tuner, etc
+ Small PC board. plugs into Molex

connector at rear of radio (no radio mod)
¢ 160 through 10 meters

¢ $32.95

$3.00ssH
MC/VISA/AMEX

f TUNE |

The BetterRF Co.

Police Department, the New York
City Fire Department, the New York
City Department of Sanitation, Port
Authority Police, FBI, CIA, Depart-
ment of Immigration, and many other
groups, a Herculean effort was put
forth to bring a little happiness to the
lives of those less fortunate.

I've been impressed for some time
by the charitable works performed by
the Community Mayors. For the past
three years I've made sure the Amateur
Radio community had a chance to
show all the benefits they could provide
at an event of this magnitude.

Three years ago I had to go before
the planning committee of the Com-
munity Mayors Holiday Planning

Committee to explain the benefits of |

having a well trained tearn of Amateur
Radio operators to shadow their key
people in the huge Port Authority
Airlines hangar. After many years of
being on “combat duty” with trying to
promote the advantages of Amateur
Radio to the general public, I have
learned the lesson of always being

www.WEB-TRONICS.com
Powerful on-line source for your quality
electronic equipment & supplies.
Everything from resistors, capacitors, semicon-
ductor devices & inductors to computer
boards. data acquisition, test equipment,
small CCD cameras & much, much, more!

44 Crestview Lane (505) 286-3333 3 Circuit Specialists, Inc. Solar. Leo Lehner, warry@fastq.com
Edgewood, NM 87015 FAX:(505) 281-2820 “’2‘?)‘?’“ 800-528-1417/480-464-2485 www"asg;o; g:;;r:fges)(er:r:; Leo Lehner
U qth.com/BetterRF (800) 653-9910 ) " 5’5'2‘-;)"3?gg:myyﬁﬁ%rﬁgpdgftggf4 5811 E. Crocus Drive * Scottsdale, AZ 85254

prepared, and of always, always, having
a glitzy presentation. I went to the
meeting with handouts and endorse-
ments, so everyone could take home
something to read at their leisure. I also
gave a plug for the ARES group I'd be
bringing in to set up the communica-
tions.

I wasn’t shy about showing videos
and press releases about the astronaut
contacts, youth forums, and community
events my Ham radio students have
participated in throughout the years.
They were skeptical at first, but admit-
ted that there was a tremendous need
for better communications at such a
large and noisy event.

Well, that was all three years ago.
At this point, the Community Mayors
wouldn’t even consider running the
event without the help of Amateur
Radio operators. My good friend,
Charlie Hargrove, N2NOV, heads up
the ARES group .on Staten Island.
Charlie brings his team in and assigns
shadows to the key people running
the event. With 4,500 youngsters
and 1,500 volunteers, the logistics of
running this event are mind-boggling.
I was assigned the job of shadowing
Jerry Parker, the master of ceremonies,
who also happens to be my husband.
This is no easy task since the man is
a bundle of boundless energy and is
everywhere at once.

Charlie figured out where to set up
the base, and got in touch with all
the other groups who would be using
their radios in the hangar. After three
successful years at this event, the head
of the Port Authority security gets in
touch with us to offer assistance in
setting up the Amateur Radio equip-
ment.

Thousands of children, including
several hundred who were wheelchair
bound, were served lunch, given toys
by FAO Schwartz, Toys ‘R’ Us, and
Macy’s, and were greeted by the Macy’s
Santa Claus and Mayor Guilliani of
New York City. If the Community

Electronic Battery Booster
Convert your existing car type battery to an
Electronically Regulated,
13.5Volt Power supply! Easily
handies 20A peak at 11Volts
input! For Field Day, Sailboats,

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643




Mayors were impressed with us, so |
were we with them. In all my years of
doing special events for children, I've
never been involved with something
of this magnitude. ¢

It was very dramatic when the big
moment came and Santa arrived (from
the North Pole, of course) at the
hangar. One of the Hams contacted
me to pass along the information that
-Santa and the Mayor had just arrived.
then relayed the message and the MC
gets everyone quiet so we can observe
the hangar doors opening as a Delta
Shuttle taxis in carrying these special
guests on board. They get off the plane |
and are driven through the isles of |
children’s tables on board a small train
borrowed from a local amusement park \
in Coney Island. There is no doubt
that this would be the highlight of |

their Holiday season.

Many well-deserved accolades and
tributes have come to the dedicated
Amateur Radio operators who donate
so much time and effort to this worth-
while event. We all look forward to
giving our assistance again for “Opera-
tion Santa Claus” next year.

The wonderful 2000 team under
Charlie’s leadership was: Karen Har-
grove, N2ZYF; Jan Wolfe, W2KMA;
Alan Hobron, KC2DPP; John Kiernan,
KE2UN; Guy Richman, KC2AYG;
Frank Katalenas N2UMC; Mark Phil-
lips, G7LTT;, Ray Valvik, N2ZWT;
Bill Butler N2BGR; Sal Baglieri,
KC2BGT:; Mike Bartmon, KF2EO;
Andy Borrok N2TZX; Harvey
Fermaglich, N2EOI; Robert. Robin-
son, KB2PSM; Phyllis Robinson,
KC2DKD; Joe Carpentieri, KA2BRH;

Attentlon —Km:t fans

ere’s a chance to own a genu-
ine Kurt N. Sterba memento
and help a most worthy

cause.

The prize is a J-38 key actually used
by KNS on the amateur bands. The
key, (autographed on the bottom) will
go to the highest bidder.

Send your bid to J-38, Werldradio,
2120 28% St., Sacramento, CA
95818.

The bidding will close 30 days after
the first bid is received. The highest
bidder will be notified as being the
winner. The winner will then make
out his or her check to “Handi-Hams”
send it to Worldradio and the key will
be sent. '

For the few that may not know of
Handi-Hams, it is a charitable organi-
zation in Minnesota that enables the

- severely disabled to become amateurs
and then furnishes equipment.
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e TX RX Systems Inc.:
Manufacturer of )
Filters & Duplexers AT
8625 Industrial Parkway, Angola, NY 14006
(716) 549-4700 * FAX: (716) 549-4772 §
E-mail: sales@txrx.com

www.txrx.com

This J-38 key has Kurt’s name engraved
on the bottom of the base and comes with
a certificate of authenticity.

Go into the ARRLs Straight Key
Night with a real “Straight Key” from
the Straight Arrow. o

TAKE COMMAND WITH
A QRO AMPLIFIER ™

High Power HF Amplifiers
For The Competitive Ham™

www.qrotec.com
(800) 956-2721

QRO TECHNOLOGIES,ING.
1117 West High Street, POB 939
Bryan, Ohio 43506
Tel: (419) 636-2721
Fax: (419) 636-6039
Email: grotec@bright.net

Carole Perry WB2MGP, and Charlie
Hargrove, N2NOV.

Isn't it great to be in a hobby and
service that can bring people together
and promote such good will?

Once again, I have been asked to
moderate the Youth Forum at the
Dayton Hamvention in May 2001.
If you are under the age of 18
and would like to be a speaker at
the forum please get in touch with

‘me as soon as possible. E-mail at:

wb2mgp@ix.netcom.com or call at
718/980-9609. o

CONNECTORS ~ MADE IN USA

PL-259ST  Sitver Teflon $1.00 ea.
PL-259STG Silver Teflon Gold Pin ~ $1.19 ea.
PL-259GT  Gold Tefion $1.29 ea.

9913 2 pc. N Connector with Siiver Tefion
& Gold Pin (Install like PL-259) $3.00 ea.

COAX CABLE
RG-213/U  Type llA 95% Braid 33/t
RG-8X Type HA 95% Braid 14/4t.
450 OHM LADDER-LINE
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Rules & Regs

en I decided to dedi-

cate the January Rules &

Regs column to respond-

ing to e-mail, little did

I know-that the column would gener-

ate more e-mail than ANY previous |

column, including the “soapbox” col-

umns on restructuring and Morse code. |

The reason? Simple! I made a mistake
in the January column and my sharp-
eyed readers were quick (and virtually

unanimous) in pointing it out. I want |

to thank everyone who took the time

to send e-mail and I want to let them |

explain my goof to the rest of you...

When I read the e-mail from John,
WAG6PGA saying, “My YF, Margrit,
N6FQG, was a Novice and passed her
Tech written exam back in 1986. She
has a letter from the FCC that says
her Technician Plus license was issued
on 21 October 1986 (ahead of that
magic 21 March 1987 date). What
specifically does she do to get a piece
of paper in her hand that says she’s
now a General licensee? Thanks and
keep up the good work!” My response
to John was far from an example of
the “good work” he praised. I quoted
the FCC regulation (as modified by
the December 1999 Restructuring
Order):

FCC Part 97, Section 505(a)(8) now
reads: “The administering VE’s must
give credit as specified below to an
examinee holding any of the following
license grants or license documents:
(8) An expired FCC-issued Techni-
cian Class operator license document
granted before 21 March 1987: Ele-
ment 3. Then I made the mistake of
reading the FCC regs too literally. I
wrote “There is the irony... Margrit has
a valid TechPlus license (Elements 1
and 2) but does not qualify for Element

Repair most ICOM Radios.

Specialize in HF, VHF, UHF, Marine,
Radar, Repeater

COMTEK
26611 HWY 3 NW
Poulsbo, WA 98370
(360) 779-9730 w7jv@aol.com
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David Splitt, KE3VV

It was just a slighf error...

3 because she does not have an expired |

pre-21 March 1987 Technician license.
I know that might not make sense, but

| that is what the regs say.” Chalk that

up as Extra Class Oocoops!!

Thank goodness
that John and
Margrit have

more sense than

to listen to me!

Thank goodness that John and

| Margrit have more sense than to listen

to me! Even before the ink was com-
pletely dry on the January issue, John
sent the following good news:

“...we waltzed into the exam room,
showed the VE team her present

TechPlus license, gave ‘em a copy of it, |

filled out the necessary form, showed

the FCC letter that attested to the fact
that she had been a Technician prior to
the magic date, paid our sixPlus bucks,
and left. Two weeks later Margrit was
officially a General Class. . . no fuss,
no muss, no additional testing of ANY
kind, presto, and bingo — life is good!
Perhaps you wanna let others know;
she’s never let her license expire (I
certainly saw to that!). Cheers, adieu,
and 73! From WA6PGA.”

Well I am glad Margrit got her
General Class and I am glad she “never
let her license expire,” but I was still
in the dark about the VE’s and FCC
giving her credit for the “unexpired”
license after they changed the wording
of the regs to eliminate credit for
“unexpired” licenses. Those of you
who have already figured it out, bear
with me (or go read Kurt’s latest ... he
makes fewer mistakes than me).

As 1 said, as soon as the January
issue hit the streets, the e-mail began
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to flood in. The first VE to write in
was Bud Hovey, WF2B, who told me,
“Our VE team has certified a number
of Technicians for General who had
pre-21 March 1987 licenses. They
either showed us a document from the
FCC or a copy of the license or a page
from an appropriate callbook of the
era. Even though they are currently
licensed they still were granted the
upgrade by the FCC.” Unfortunately,
even though I sensed the “rightness” of
John's position, I was still unconvinced
because he quoted the FCC rules for
Part 97 from the out-of-date FCC web
site (now there’s an irony... the FCC
website does not have the up-to-date
FCC rules).

The next e-mail came from Dale,
WB6BYU, who wrote, “I was reading
your comments in the January World-
radio regarding the upgrade credit for
Margrit, N6FQG. I would suggest
an alternate reading on the question
of credit for Element 3. If Margrit
appeared at a VE session with a copy
of ‘her original license dated October
1986, which, of course, had expired
in 1996, wouldn't that qualify as “An
expired FCC-issued Technician Class
operator license document granted
before 21 March 1987?” Certainly,
all such licenses issued before 1988
have expired: folks who have renewed
have received a new document with a
later date. If you gave the verbatim
reading of the rules, it requires that
the document has expired, not that the
operator no longer holds the call sign.
Just a thought...” And a good thought
it was, indeed. All we have to do is
wrap our minds around the fact that
the FCC considers ALL pre-March
21, 1987 Technician licenses to have
“expired,” whether or not the licensee
had renewed their license. OK by me!

Incidentally, John and Margrit are
former neighbors of Dale and when
I copied all of them on my response,
they renewed their acquaintance and
exchanged their own e-mails! I am
glad that part of the column had some
positive impact! Another interesting
and challenging exchange resulted
from an e-mail send by Win Guin,
W2GLJ. Win wrote, “I enjoy your
Rules & Regs articles in Worldradio;
however, I must disagree with the
conclusion given to John, WA6PGA,
in Issue 7 regarding the license status
of Margrit, N6FQG. As I interpret
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the FCC Rules Part 97.505 (a) (8), It
matters not whether the Technician
Class pre-21 March 1987 licensee
holds an expired or unexpired license
as in both cases the licensee would be
granted credit for the 3(B) Element.”
That puts itin a nutshell, Win! Call it
“expired” or call it unexplred, if you
had the Tech license pre-87 variety and
had, in reality, passed all the elements
needed for the post-Restructuring
General Class, you should have one
with no further testing.

Despite my occasional tough scrutiny
of the ARRL, the folks at HQ_are
still reading the column and were
VERY helpful, as usual. Brennan
Price, N4QX, Field and Regulatory
Correspondent for the League wrote,
“I work along side John Hennessee
here at ARRL. I am attempting to
learn through osmosis all that John
knows. That’s a big task!” That
sure is, Brennan. John is one of the
most knowledgeable Hams at HQ!
Brennan’s e-mail continued:

“I enjoy reading your column in
Worldradio, even if you are tough on
my employer from time to time. But
as a Volunteer Examiner, I have to
take issue with your interpretation
of N6FQG’s ability to upgrade to
General. Bart Jahnke [see the next
e-mail] can attest that thousands of
Hams in Margrit’s situation have
upgraded to General without testing.
The distinction lies in what the FCC
accepts as an expired license under
Section 97.505(a)(8). While Margrit’s
call sign is currently valid, her current
license was issued on 24 July 1996. Her
previous license, issued on 21 October
1986, expired on 21 October 1996.
Since her Technician Class license was
issued prior to 21 March 1987, and has
expired, it qualifies for Element 3 credit
under 97.505(a)(8). In fact, all such
licenses qualify, because any licenses
issued before the magic date expired on
20 March 1997, at the latest.”

Wow! A lawyer could not have laid
it out better! Brennan’s colleague,
Bart Jahnke, W9J], the Manager of
the ARRL VEC and I exchanged a
number of e-mails that covered the
waterfront on this issue. Here is part

of a Q&A we had on Technicians
10

becoming Generals:

KE3VV: “Do you require the old
Tech license or will the Tech Plus
‘renewal’ license be accepted (i.e., does
it show the original date of issuance as
pre-3/21/87)?”

ARRL VEC: “A new or currently
valid Technician or currently valid
Technician Plus license can only poten-
tially convey credit for Elements 1 and
2. Credit for Elements 1, 2 and 3 are
required for General.”

KE3VV: “If you know, how has the
FCC been responding to requests for
documentation of pre-3/21/87 Tech
licenses?”

ARRL VEC: “If the FCC can verify
a pre-3/21/87 Tech license from their
active database (I understand it to have
data back to the late ‘70s or so) they
will issue a license verification letter.
Otherwise the FCC refers the inquir-
ing party to their Records Contractor,
ITS, which charges a fee.”

KE3VV: “If a pre-3/21/87 Tech
licensee that actually did let the license
expire comes in with just the old
expired license, will the VEC process
the papers to issue a new General
license? In other words can someone
who 1s not currently a licensed Tech
Plus get a General license by submit-
ting an ‘expired’ pre-3/21/87 Techni-
cian license document and paying the
fee?”

ARRL VEC: “No. The expired
Tech license is only good for Element
3 credit. Without proof of current
Element 2 credit no new license can
be earned.”

KE3VV: “What documents are
VEC’s (or your VEC) accepting as
proof of pre 3/21/87 Tech license?”

ARRL VEC: “At a test session, the
VE'’s will credit documents presented
by applicants. Valid credit documents

|

| issued through 15 July 1987, is accept-

able for General class grandfather
credit. In addition, the following are
acceptable proof:

* An original Element 3 CSCE
issued before 21 March 1987.

* An FCC-issued License Verifica-
tion Letter indicating that the appli-
cant was licensed as a Technician
licensee prior to 21 March 1987.
NOTE: To request a letter, write to
FCC, ATTN: Amateur Section, 1270
Fairfield Rd, Gettysburg, PA 17325
(or fax 717/338- -2696).

* An International Transcrlptlon
Service (ITS) FCC Records Contrac-
tor extract/certification from FCC
Fiche Records. There is a charge for
this service. You can obtain information
for ITS by calling 717/337-1433 (or
visit http://www.itsdocs.com/).

* A 1987 Edition, or earlier, Radio
Amateur Callbook listing is acceptable
as proof (be sure to include the year of
publication reference, if not printed on
the page). Radio Amateur Callbook
will, for a $10 fee, provide a notarized
“Proof of Licensing” document which
will serve your credit-proof require-
ments. For more information contact:
Radio Amateur Callbook, 575 Prospect
St., Lakewood, NJ 08701; E-mail:
103424.2142@compuserve.com; or call
732/905-2961 (choose option 5).

* QRZ.COM has posted a copy
from their archives of their very first
CD ROM product on their web page,
as originally published in 1993. This
data includes licensees from 1983 to

. 1993. A printout of a listing from

for Element 3 may include the actual |

FCC Technician license document
issued before 21 March 1987, as indi-
cated on the license. In addition,
applicants potentially could have taken
the Element 3 written test up through
midnight 20 March 1987, which would
not have resulted in a license issuance
until 15 July 1987. For ARRL VEC
purposes, we are advising ARRL VE
teams that a Technician class license

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

this CD ROM, showing a Technician
license effective/begin date prior to
3/21/87 is acceptable. Their URL is
http://www.qrz.com/search1993.html
Bart reminded me that the ARRL
had previously published this informa-
tion in Q87 and added that other
reasonable forms of verification show-
ing license class as Technician and
the license ending date along with a
license beginning/effective date before
3/21/87 may be acceptable as well. He
suggests that you contact your local VE
team to determine if some other form
of credit proof may be acceptable.
Thanks, Bart! And thanks to all the
VEC’s and VE'’s that have been doing
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Rules & Regs

a great job on the upgrade despite
errant advice from logic-constricted
lawyers.

Denny, WASEYQ, sent an e-mail
saying, “I just finished reading my free
sample copy of Woerldradio, January,
2000, and took special notice of your
reply to Margrit, N6FQG. “All Tech
licenses issued before Mar. 1987 have
passed their expiration date. Those
who renewed were given a license
which read TechPlus and valid on the
date issued. No indication is there
to show that it had been an originally
issued prior to March 1987. This
license carries no evidence of having
passed a ‘General’ written test, and
therefore would not be sufficient to
upgrade to the new General require-
ments. If the licensee had saved the
original copy of the ‘expired’ Tech

license, that should suffice as proof for |
the purpose of upgrading to General |

under the new restructuring. The
FCC doesn't say so in the rules, but it
implies that any ‘proof’ of having held
a pre-1987 Tech license is sufficient for
the upgrade to General, and they do
this by providing anyone who asks with
a letter to that effect. Anyway, this
scenario seems plausible and further, it
removes the irony, as you say. If this is
true, it would explain why there have
been so many upgrades to General
since the new restructuring took place.”
Right you are, Denny, and I hope
you got yourself a subscription to
Worldradio so you can read your words
of wisdom.

John Abbott, K6YB, jumped in on
the side of giving credit for the pre-87
Tech licenses, but based his opinion
on outdated regs that still had the
words “expired or unexpired” in Part
97, Section 505(a)(8). John said, “I
write a Tech manual called ‘Ride
the Airwaves with ALFA & ZULU,
and am a VE, so I get a lot of ques-
tions about the upgrade requirements.
I keep my copy of the FCC regs
published by W5YT handy at all times!”

After I informed John that the regs |

had been amended in December 1999
to delete the words “or unexpired,” and
suggested that he check it out on the
ARRL web site (which is up-to-date),
he responded, “OK Dave. I went to
the ARRL site, and of course you are

|

correct — the W5YT book is wrong!
At any rate, this is one of the strangest
things I've run across, and it should
make your March article interesting!”
Lord, I hope so! I can't afford to keep
making mistakes just to keep readers
interested!

John, K6YB, added an interesting
anecdote that is worth passing along.
“I used to be a frequency coordinator
and on the board of the Utilities
Telecommunications Council for the
Land Mobile Service. I had to go
to Washington every three months
and ‘meet with our attorneys — then
socialize with the FCC officials at
evening dinner/cocktail parties. It was
quite an experience, seeing lawyers
involved in all this stuff and writing
the regulations, etc. And the mind set
of the FCC at that time of auctioning
off frequencies was abhorrent to me,
being an old Ham. It seemed the
same as auctioning off our national
parks to the highest bidder, who then
would decide who got to use the parks.
A similar thing has happened in the
electric utility business here in Califor-
nia, which is what I worked in when in
the UTC. The idiot power companies
sold off their generating plants to
people outside the state. Surprise!
Those people are now charging an arm
and a leg for the energy! But it’s all
a lot of fun — otherwise life would
be boring. Keep up the good job. I
sure enjoy Worldradio magazine — it’s
the last publication that is reasonably
priced so kids can even buy it, and has
the real Ham flavor I knew years ago.
It’s nice to see my friend Carole Perry,
WB2MGSP, in the magazine now. She

- was my hero when I started teaching

Ham radio to kids back in 1989, as a
volunteer at my XYL’ school.”

Well, John, if the California energy
crisis gets much worse, every day will
be Field Day in the sunny state on the
shaky side (10-4!). That’s it for this
month, my friends. Now I'm gonna go
chew on my copy of Werldradio to see
if it truly has “the real ham flavor.”

— Dawvid Splitt, KE3VV; the best darn
Rules & Regs columnist the worked has
ever know, can be reached by mail at:
6111 Utah Avenue, N.W. Washington,
DC 20015, or by sending e-mail to:
davidsplitt@erols.com. ' b

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com
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ARRL 10-meter contest: FT-817, Raibeam 3L

Armond Noble, N6WR

en Chip Margelli,
K7JA, was showing the
new Yaesu FT-817 at
the ARRL Pacific Divi-
sion Convention, I said to myself,
“I've got to have one of those!” So, I,
along with many others, marched over
to the HRO booth and submitted our
orders for the radio and waited for
the boat from Japan to arrive.

In what seemed like months (actu-
ally, just a few weeks) the radio
arrived. I could hardly wait to get on
the air with this miniature radio!

This is really some little radio! It
goes all the way from 160-10M, then
50, 144 and 430. But there’s even
more. If the bands are dead, you
can listen to AM or FM broadcast.

The audio quality on FM is surpris- |

ingly good — considering the small
speaker. And you can check your
clock with WWV!

All the usual modes are included
plus Packet, Digital and PSK31. All
in a package measuring 6.5 by 5.3 by
1.5 inches. And, the batteries (size
AA), if you wish to use them, fit
inside! As options, you can get 2.3
kHz SSB and 500Hz CW filters.
The keyer is built-in. Backpackers,
campers and anyone wanting a very
small, yet very capable transceiver
will be buying this rig — and I would
bet there will be lots of them on the
air on Field Day.

The ARRL 10M contest and
the FT-817

It was a great EVENT! The annual
10-meter contest was held from 09-10
December, 2000.

The Worldradio Staff ARC station,
WR6WR, was on the air using 5
watts — generated by the exciting

VX-5
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grade neoprene, waterproof padding,
and spring-loaded stee! belt clip.
NEO™ for most other radios. Call us!
24/7 800-206-0115

www powelpofrtsiore ¢om

CUTTING EDGE ENT.
1803 Mission St., Ste. PMBS548
Santa Crﬁ CA 95060
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The brand-new Yaesu FT—817 All-mode HF/VHF/UHF QRP rig is a solid performer

for a tranceiver no bigger than a paperback book.

new Yaesu FT-817. The antenna | attempt (I assume), to garner pity,

was a Raibeam 3-element Yagi up
about 30 feet in a yard surrounded
by trees.

How did it work out? Early in the

contest, utilizing the “search and |

pounce” technique, the rate box in the
upper right corner of the computer
screen showed a rate of 59.3 for the
last 10 contacts. This tiny, two-pound
radio had enough ‘comph’ to break

through the pileup and work South |

Africa, which is a long way from
Sacramento, California. Just about
all the DXpedition stations in the
Caribbean were contacted. And, of
course, many JAs, VKs, etc.

Unlike many QRP operators, who

tack “QRP” after the call sign in an |

I never do that. I'll stand up on my
own two feet and not ask for any
advantage.

One can tell how well his signal is

‘tickling the loudspeaker at the other

end when the replying station doesn't
respond, “again?”

The usual contest procedure is that
the big stations sit in one spot and
call CQ. The smaller stations move
up and down the band answering
the calls. But, I decided to do some
calling and on 28.721 MHz from
2054 to 2107Z worked 18 stations
in 13 minutes and the rate box hit
121.8. There was a later run with six
QSOs in seven minutes.

Credit must, of course, be given to

|
E:
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the antenna. Those helping to putup |

the supporting mast were impressed
with the quality of materials used on
the Raibeam antenna.

The number of contacts made was
417, well over 100 more than I
made in last year’s (QRP) 10M con-
test. I think the difference was the
antenna.

This FT-817 was also used in the
ARRL Sweepstakes contest, and
many stations, when hearing the “Q”
in the exchange would say something
like “good signal for QRP.”

During the 10M contest, 12 sta-
tions, when recognizing the WR6WR
call sign as being from Woerldradio,
made nice comments about the maga-
zine. Thank You!

Aside from the fun part of Amateur
Radio, this piece of gear could also
play a role in emergency work. An
obvious suggestion would be for
boaters — not just as a backup for
the main rig, but to take with them
into the life raft.

Yaesu can be justifiably proud of
not only creating a real “kicks” radio
— this one could save your life! @
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Bill Orr, W6SAI SK

mateur Radio legend William
1. “Bill” Orr, W6SAI, of Menlo
Park, California, died in his

- sleep 24 January.

Orr was best known for his numerous
Amateur Radio books and reference
works, many aimed at beginners. His
titles include “The Radio Handbook”,
“The Beam Antenna Handbook”,
“The Quad Antenna Handbook”,
“The VHF-UHF Manual” and “The
W6SAI HF Antenna Handbook, some
written in collaboration with Stu
Cowan, W2LX.

Licensed in 1934 at age 15 as
W2HCE in New York, Orr graduated
in electrical engineering from the
University of California in the early
1940s.

In his younger years, Orr was a
well-known DXer and DXCC Honor

Roll member. He also was involved |

in DXpeditions to various exotic loca-
tions, including St. Pierre and Mique-
lon and Monaco, among other locales.

From the 1940s through the 1980s,
Orr was a frequent contributor to QS7,

et

2001

Visit us on the web at: www.wrbwr.com
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writing about tube-type amplifiers,
Project OSCAR, and other topics.
Orr constructed some of the amplifiers
once used at ARRL Maxim Memorial
Station W1AW.

For many years Orr worked with tube
manufacturer EIMAC. Orr’s applica-
tion notes for EIMAC products were
favorite reading within the amateur
community. In later years, Orr penned
columns for Ham Radio magazine and,
more recently, for CQ.

In 1996, Orr was named the Dayton

| Hamvention Technical Excellence

award winner.

Chip Margelli, K7JA, of Yaesu, said
Orr’s readers always could build his
projects knowing that Orr had tested
them in the field first to be sure they
worked.

Another friend, Marv Gonsior,
W6FR, says Orr “had a great sense of
humor, a lot of wit about him.”

Orr owned a condominium in Maui,
Hawaii, and operated from there two
or three times a year as KH6ADR. —

| ARRL Bulletin @

} Shows
!

'
| -

r\ ?’f‘
| )

»

_ Dayton

' Hamventio

13



My first DXpedition
to the South Cook Islands

Mark McMullin, KM6HB/ZKIAHB

he pile up — we've all been a

part of them, usually trying

to work that “new” one. But

what is it like to be on the
other end for a change?

Having worked contests before, 1
have experienced the “chaos” of a
pile up. But being a “six lander” in
California, those experiences were brief
and far between. So I asked myself the
time-worn question. Where do 1 go
from here?

Since I was also planning a family
vacation, a location had to be found
with that in mind. A twirl or two of the
globe brought us to the Cook Islands,
somewhat off the beaten path but
also family friendly. The currency
exchange rate was very favorable and

DC ACE ELECTRONICS, INC.

MAHA 204 AA SMART CHARGER-RAPID CHARGES
AA OR AAA NICADS OR NIMH — §22.00
MAHA 777 UNIVERSAL CHARGER - $44.95
ADI ATE00 1P DUAL BAND HT - SALE $249.95
MOBILE WATT/SWR METERS — COVERS 140 TO 500 MHz
150 WATT SCALE - SALE $25.00 EA

STANDARD/ADI
12V 600 MAH — §29
12V 1AH NIMH - $39

FOR ICOM-NIMH
BP-7 13.2V 1AH - $45
BP-8 8.4V 1.8AH - $45
BP-83 1.2AH 7.2V - $35
BP-84 tAH 7.2V - $29

BP-173 NIMH - $45

KENWOOD-NIMH
PB-34 1AH 9.6V - $39
PB-33 1.1AH - $35
PB-32 1AH -~ §29.95
YAESU-NIMH
FNB-27 12V 1AH - $45
FNB-41 1AH - $39.95
FNBVA7 1.8AH — $49.95
FNB-38 650MAH - $39.95
VX1R NIMH - §25

INSERTS-ICOM
BP-7 600MAH - $25
BP-8 1400MAR - $25
BP-5 600MAH - $21
BP-3 270MAH - $14

INSERTS-YAESU
FNB-10 600MAH ~ §15
FNB-14 1AH - $24
FNB-17 600MAH - $17
FNB-4 600MAH - $25
FNB-2 600MAH — $22
FNB-2 NIMH 900MA — §29

INSERTS-TEMPO
§1-5 600MAH - $23

INSERTS-BEARCAT
100/200 600MAH - $15

INSERTS-KENWOOD

2400-W/CON - $24.95

25/2600 600MAH - §22
PB-6 600MAH ~ $15

NICADS-BUTTON TOPS
700MAH AA - $1
850 AA MAH — $1.25
1300MAH NIMH AA
BT (NEXCELL) - $2.50
TABBED NIMH AA
$2.50 EA
AAA 550 NIMH $2.50
D-4.4AH - $5.95
1200MAH SUB-C - $2.50
1500MAH SUB-C - $3.50
1800MAH SUB-C - 83.75
ANTENNAS-DUAL BAND

AD-9 SMA 6" DUCK ~ $19.95

RD-98 SMA 12" GAIN - §25
2M 5/8 BNC DUCK - $9.95

DUAL BAND 12" GAIN - §12.95

1/4 WAVE 2M MAG MOUNT

1/4 WAVE DUAL BAND MAG

$12.95 EA.
5 ELE 2M BEAM ANTENNA

MASPRO-6.8 DB GAIN - $49

DC ACE, INC.
P.O. BOX 364 * LINCOLNSHIRE, IL. 60069
PH: (847) 821-8122 ~ VISA/MC
ADD $6 SHIP/HANDLING PER ORDER - FREE CATALOG!
WWW.DCACE.COM ¢ E-MAIL: SALES@DCACE.COM
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the weather was great year round. So
why not? Reservations were made for
9-18 July 2000 for what would be my
first DXexpedition.

Air New Zealand would fly us into
Rarotonga (OC-13), then Air Raro-
tonga over to Aitutaki atoll (OC-83)
in the South Cook Islands group.

As in any endeavor, planning and
preparation sets the stage for success.
Research was essential. How do I

e\ectrom.cs, 'nte% .
V“QRePa"' Cen;& %%

P.O. Box 579 « 101-D Railroad street
Knightdale, NC 27545 USA
Ameritron Amplifier Sales & Service
40 years experience. Service manager
with former amplifier manufacturer.
Repairs to
Amp Supply, Dentron, Heath, Drake, etc.
Sales: Toll Free 1-888-789-7373
Service: 1-919-266-7373
Fax: 1-919-250-0073
Email: omega@att.net
WebSite: omega-electronics.com

Covl l2lande

get a license? What are the power
standards? Will the hotels allow anten-
nas? How much weight can I take
onto the aircraft?> Not surprisingly, all
the answers were easy to find and and
presented no problems at all.

Getting a Ham radio license is easy
in the Cook Islands — one stop at the
local telecom office in Avarui and a
$20.00NZ fee. Visitors are assigned a
2x3 call and in most cases you can pick
your last three letters.

Power in the Cooks is 220v. This
presented a small issue as my com-

Tired of Expensive
Inkjet Cartridges?

Save 90% on Refill inks for:
HP, Canon, Epson, Lexmark

New Cor

> www.inkjetsw.com «
1-800-447-3469

[ 4
Inkjef £
'
So N W)

Owner: A.J. NBHVD

1826 West Broadway, Ste., B44 « Mesa, AZ 85202
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puter and rig were 120v. A call to the |
folks at Teleadapt (877/835-3232 or |
www.telegdapt.com) provided numer- |
ous and inexpensive solutions for |
voltage conversion. ‘

Next was the weight of all my gear.
Air New Zealand had a 44 pounds |
per person limit and a 60” length |
restriction. Fortunately, if you travel as
a family or group the weight total is
cumulative. Lo and behold my Yaesu
FT-990 weighed almost 30 Ibs itself!
Regardless, I was still under the total
weight limit. Over the limit charges
apply on most airlines.

I packed my FT 990 and computer
in plastic shipping totes, surrounding
both with bubble wrap. My MFJ verti- |
cal was shipped using 4-inch wide
plastic irrigation piping capped on
both ends. Both were cheap to buy
and I experienced no damage to any
of my gear. My cost in totes and the
pipe was under $10 and I wouldn’t |
have used the totes if I thought for I '
minute my “veteran FT- 990” would |
have been worse off.

The piping had ample room for coax,
a 5-foot mast and the three sections |
of the vertical. One thing to keep in
mind on any trip to a destination that
requires an “island hop” is that the |
weight restrictions obviously differ
greatly between a Boeing 767 and a |
twin turbo prop island hopper. Be |
prepared to pay extra for being over
weight limits. In my case I didn’t have
to, but I would have if I had taken a
linear amplifier.

As the day of departure was now
rapidly approaching, a trip out to the
garage and RadioShack was necessary
to gather up an assortment of connec-
tors, fuses etc. As it turned out I didn’t
need much of it but there was no corner

RadioShack on the Cooks I could run

HANG YOUR NEXT WIRE ANTENNA
THE EZ HANG WAY

Everything you need; the ongmol EZHang, the EZ
Winder m'ermedlofe fine dispenser & 5 exira weights:
$62.95 plus $7.95 {US) S/H.

£Z Hang, Code W » 8645 Tower Drive
Lourel, MD 20723 ¢ www.ezhang.com ¢ 540-286-0176

to if I had forgotten something. Be |

prepared!

Finally, the day arrived and we
climbed aboard Air New Zealand
flight 17 to the Cooks via Tahiti then
on to Rarotonga.

Rarotonga is the main island in
the South Cooks group and is the
seat of government. The Cooks are

self-autonomous and are a protectorate |

of New Zealand.

We soon arrived at the Rarotonga
Beach Resort and were greeted by a
superb and friendly staff. Our room
had a spectacular view of the beach
and ocean. After a quick stop at the
Telecomin office I had license in hand!!
I was now ZK1AHB!

Back at the hotel I couldn’t wait
to get on the air. I unpacked all my

gear and had the vertical set up — all |

in about 30 minutes. I ran the coax, |

turned on the rig and listened. Oddly,
all the bands seemed dead, my noise
level was zero... hmm, did I have a short

in the coax? High SWR? A quick QSY

to 30 Meters and WWV was barely |
audible! Well it was the beginning of |

summer “down under” and it was about
noontime in the Cooks.

I put out a CQ_and before long VK's
and ZL1’s started to answer. I started
to think that perhaps a “solar event”
had occurred because the bands were
just too quiet. Eric, ZL2AAG, heard
me ask another station if he knew the
latest WWYV numbers.

My hunch was correct — he told me

1 the A index was at 30! And to boot

a major solar flare was due to hit the
Earth in 6 hours! The forecast was
for possible satellite and power grid
disruptions. With stateside, Europe
and Asia nowhere to be found; a new
flare wouldn’t be much help either.
The next day WWYV was reporting
the A index at 300! I was out of the
pile up business. So I reverted to plan
B — rag chew QSO’s. Propagation
was still open into VK and ZL and
I had many many enjoyable QSO’s
while overlooking the beach. It took
me back to my start in Amateur Radio
in the early 90’s when VK’s and ZLs

| would be a daily 5/9 occurrence on

10 Meters.

The solar flare put a damper on my
grandiose DX plans but I did enjoy
two solid nights of super openings into
Europe and Asia. 15 and 17 Meters
turned out to be my best bands.

All in all it was a fantastic trip and
there was much to do aside from Ham
radio. I learned a lot — especially of the
need to travel lighter next time. And to
bring an amplifier if possible. All the
planning and equipment sometimes
just cannot overcome poor band condi-
tions. This can happen just as easy to
the major DXpedtioner or the first
timer. But most importantly I proved
to myself that I could do it and next
time it will be easier. So the question
remains. Were do I go next year? &

THE ORIGINAL WD4BUM
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MEFJ ﬂocket size Morse Code Tutor

Learn Morse code
beginner’s course . .
Word Recognition Mode™ . . .

MFJ Pocket Morse Code Tutor™!

Take it everywhere! Enjoy code at home, work,

on vacation, on a plane or in a hotel -- anywhere!

A large LCD display reads out letters. numbers
and punctuation in plain English. See code as it is
being sent!

MFJ’s proven Beginner’'s Course takes you
from zero code speed to solid copy fast!

Realistic plain English QSO practice helps you
pass your FCC Code exam.

High-speed practice takes you to Extra Class
and beyond . . .

Practice copying entire words -- not individual
characters. Instant word recognition makes you a
true, high-speed CW pro.

InstantReplay™-- check copy instantly!

MFJ’s interactive mode lets you set the pace --
you decide when to copy the next group and how
many -- not the tutor.

Easy-to-use -- choose from menus on LCD --
no instruction manual needed!

Beginner’s Course

QST rate MFJ tutors “the clear choice for
beginners”. Follows ARRL/VEC format. Learn
small fixed sets of characters. Previously learned
sets are combined with new sets to reinforce all
you have learned.

InstantReplay™'

Practice copying, then instantly replay o

check your copy on the LCD display.
Custom Character Sets

Having trouble with certain characters? Build
and save 3 custom sets of 16 characters for extra
practice -- an MFJ exclusive.

Realistic Plain English QSOs

Practice copying realisiic on-the-air style plain
English random QSQs. Gets you ready to pass your
FCC test and upgrade. Also builds confidence for
your first real contact.

MFJ Word Recognition Mode™

MFJ’s Word Recognition Mode™ gives you
hundreds of commonly used words in ham radio.
Practice recognizing entire words instead of indi-
vidual letters. Learn to copy words without writ-
ing it down. Carry on an entire CW QSO without
paper -- just like pros on 40 Meter CW. You can
also save 10 words of your choice for word recog-
nition practice -- an MFJ exclusive.

You’ll never run out of practice

Select letter. number, punctuation, prosign or

MFJ Code Practice Oscillator
MFJ-557

Learn to send Morse code with MFJ-557.
Straight key with adjustable travel and tension,
and built-in speaker with volume and tone con-
trols lets you practice to your heart’s content.
Earphone jack. Heavy non-skid steel base stays
put as you tap out Morse code. Use 9V battery or
110 VAC with MFJ-1312, $14.95.

MFJ-550, $7.95.Telegraph key only. Plus s&h.

ast, anywhere . . .
. Takes you beyond Extra Class . .
Interactive Mode™ . . .
Learn Morse code anywhere, anytime with this

FCC character sets (has only let- MFJ-418
ters, numbers and prosigns
required on FCC tests), random
call signs, random words, QSOs
or combination sets for practice - plus s&h

- you'll never run out of study material! You can
even make up and save your own words and char-
acter sets for practice.

MF ] InteractiveMode™
Interactivedode™ lets you decide when to
copy the next or previous group and how many --

great for beginmers!
Normal or Farnsworth

Select normal or Farnsworth spacing.

Farnsworth makes it easier to leamn entire
characters. Stap counting individual dots and
dashes that slows learning! Famns- worth character
speed is adjustable 10 to 60 Words-Per-Minute for
high-speed praciice.

Fixed ar Random Length Groups

Use fixed length or more realistic random

length groups (up to 8 characters).
Change speed on the Fly

You can change speed on-the-fly while playing

a session 3 to 60) words-per-minute.
SettingSaver™

Settings are automatically saved, ready to use
next time -- no more #$%@ resets! Turn it on, hit
replay. Go back to practice!

No Instruction Mauual Needed!

Choose from easy-to-use menus on LCD.

Simple 3 button operation.
LARGE LCD Display

Check your copy. select trom menus and pro-
gram custom characters and words on 2 line LCD
display with 32 auge 1/4 inch high-contrast char-
acters -- powerful sound and sight learning!

MFJ/Bencher Keyer Combo
T MFI-422D  The

s 95 best of all
!iu?sgh CW worlds
-- acom-
pact MFJ Keyer that fits
right on the Bencher
iambic paddle! lambic
keving, speed (8-50
wpm), weight, tone, volume controls. Automatic
or semi-automaric/tune mode. RF proof. Fully
shielded. Keys all transmitters. 4x2'/sx4'/s inches.
MFJ-422DX, $79.95. Keyer only for mount-
ing on your Bercher or MFJ paddle.
MFJ Communications Speaker
> MFJ-281, $12.95. Restores smooth
sinewave sound of CW. Makes copying
easier’ Enhances speech, improves
=5 intelligibility, reduces noise, static, hum.

LCD display lets you check your copy instantly . .
. Customized Practice
No memorization . . .

B LA Sl
ﬁ.

. Easy no-code
. .Plain English QSOs . . .
Never run out of practice!

SilkySmoothSidetone™
Only MFJ gives you SilkySmooth Sidetone™
with TruTone™ sinewave and SoftSrar™
dots/dashes -- lets you concentrate on learning
without the distraction of harsh keyclicks. Use

* earphones for private practice or built-in speaker

for groups. Adjustable volume. Loud powerful
audio amplifier. Vanable pitch 300-1000 Hz.
True Pocket Size

Fits in your shirt pocket with room to spare --
smaller than a pack of cigarettes. Tiny 2'/ix3%/x1
in., weighs less than 5'/: ounces. Uses 9 volt bat-
tery (not included).

Tapes can’t compare
Tapes play the same old boring stuff over and

s 95 over again. Unlike tapes, you'll never memorize
, the MFJ-418 random code sessions. You’ll pay

more for a few sets of code tapes. The MFJ-418
is less money. more fun and far more effective.
Pocket Tutor Accessories
MFJ-26, $12.95. Soft leather
protective pouch for MFJ-418. Clear
plastic overlay for display,
knob/push button openings, strong
pocket/belt clip secures your tutor.
MFJ-281, $12.95. Speaker for group practice.
Loud, powerful audio! 3*/ix3x2'/.”
MEJ-2911, $4.95. Comfortable foam earbud
earphone for private listening.

MF J-3400, $19.95. Morse Code. Breaking the
Barrier. “How to learn by the Koch Method™ book.
More pocket size MFJ Morse Tutors

MFJ-417, $59.95. Similar to MFJ-418, but no
LCD. Most software features.
MFJ-413, $39.95. Similar to MFJ-417, less
random words, QSOs, SettingSaver™,
Oiher Morse Code Tutor Products
y  MFJ-552, $79.95. “On-the-
Air” CW fun usmg your HT.
8 JimHandy™ plugs into your dual
band HT and converts it into a
modulated CW transceiver -- just plug in a key!
MFJ-554, $79.95. Classroom
Code Practice Oscillator. Clear,
, sweet sounding CW. Delivers full
1 watt into built-in speaker.
MFJ-414, $199.95. Deluxe

mcmssroom M’orse C'odt.a Tutor.
" Everything in MFJ-418 plus

down/upload custom practice from PC, store exams,
printer port, on-the-air interface, deluxe keyer.

DXer's 24 Hour Wall Clock

MFJ-125, $29.95. 12 inch diameter
DXer’s Quartz wall clock gives you
24 hour time. Has three smaller inde-
# pendently settable dials for 12 hour
y time, day of week and date. No more
day/date confusion when logging DX!

( Free MFJ Catalo 3 )

and Nearest Dealer . . . 800-647-1

http://www.mfjenterprises.com
* | Year No Matter What"™ warranty « 30 day money
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ

MFJ ENTERPRISES, INC.

Box 494, Miss. State, MS 39762
662) 323- 5869; 8 4:30 CST. Mon.-Fri.

AX: (662) 323-6551; Add s/h

Tech Help: (662) 323-0549

Prices and specifications subject (o rhange {c) 2000 MFJ Enterprises. Inc

MF/] . .. the world leader in amateur radio accessories!




MFJ Speech Intelligibility Enhancer™

“As | got older, my high
frequency hearing loss was

destroying my ham
radio for me . ..”

-- Martin E Jue, KSFLU
President and Founder
MEJ Enterprises, Inc.

I know I'm not the only
ham who can't understand
all the speech in a QSO caused by
high frequency hearing loss. I devel-
oped a solution that I want to share
with my fellow hams.

I almost gave up my ham radio hobby

I have been a passionate ham radio
operator for over 40 years ever since I
was a teenager. I loved every minute of
it. Still do, but I almost had to give it up.

As I grew older (I'm 56 now) I found
myself asking "What did you say?" so
often it got downright embarrassing. I
can hear pretty good most of the time.
I just can't always understand what
people are saying and my left ear is
weaker than my right ear.

It got to where I was having trouble
carrying on QSOs. I could hear, but I just
couldn't quite make out all the words.

My hearing problem almost put a
stop to my lifelong hobby.

There was no way I was going to
give up ham radio. . .

Research showed me what to do

I searched the literature and spoke to
hearing and speech experts.

According to their research on the
intelligibility of speech in hearing
English words:

1. The irequencies important for
speech intelligibility are the consonant
sounds from 500 to 4000 Hz. They
contribute 83% of word intelligibility.

Frequencies from 500 to 1000 Hz
contributes 35% of word intelligibility
and 35% of sound energy.

Frequencics from 1000 to 4000 Hz
contributes 48% of intelligibility but
has only 4% of sound energy!

2. In contrast, frequencies from 125

BALANCE

gave me back my Ham Radi

£ VRIS

MF ] Speech Intelligibility Enhancer
MFu618

JoeHe Soghz

MFJ-616

hobby

B

to 500 Hz contributes $ l 6995 It helped me so much I wanted to

55% of sound energy
but only 4% to word intelligibility.

In other words, nearly kalf the
speech intelligibility is contained in
1000 Yo 4000 Hz frequency range with
only 4% of the speech sound energy.

On the other hand, the low frequen-
cies 125 to 500 Hz have most of the
speech energy but contribute very little
to intelligibility.

How I improved my ability to
hear and understand QSOs

The research showed me what to do.

First, drastically increase the speech
energy above 500 Hz where 83% of
intelligibility is concentrated.

Second, drastically reduce the
speech energy below 500 Hz that con-
tributes only 4% of intelligibility.

Amateur radio communications
limit audio to about 300 to 2700 Hz.

I split the audio band into four over-
lapping octave ranges centered at 300,
600 1200, 2400 Hz.

I could boost or cut each range by
neatly 20 db to give me full control.
This let me maximize speech intelligi-
bility for most kinds of frequency loss.

My left ear is weaker than my right
ear so0 | split the output audio into left
and right channels with separate 2'/:
watt amplifiers. A balance control lets
me =qualize the perceived loudness to
each ear. Now both ears help in
improving speech intelligibility!

I couldn’t believe my ears!

I built one and hooked it to my rig.

I boosted the high frequencies, cut
the iow frequencies, set the volume
and adjusted the balanced control so |
cou'd hear each side equally loud.

I couldn’t believe my ears! Speech
that I could hear but barely under-
stand before was now highly under-
stardable. I got my ham radio back!

QSOs better and enjoy ragchewing

share this with my fellow hams

I developed this into an accessory
that any ham can use.

I made it immune to RFI, added a
front panel phone jack. on/off speaker
switch, two selectable transceiver inputs,
a bypass switch for in/out comparison
and built it into 10Wx2'/zZHx6D inch
aluminum enclosure. Needs 12 VDC.

Other Uses

Replace your rig’s audio section for
superb audio. Eliminate hum, buzzes,
poor frequency response, low audio power.

Works with SSB, FM, AM, CW --
any voice mode. Use any rig -- ham,
marine, aircraft, CB. Use for PA systems,
internet phone, radio talk shows.

FJ-616 Accessories

MFJ-392, $19.95. Matching high per-
formance communication headphones.

MFJ-281, $12.95. Mylar cone speaker
emphasizes 600-4000 Hz for crystal
clear speech fidelity. Requires two.

MF]J-1316, $19.95. For 11G VAC
operation. Provides 12 VDC/1.5 Amps.

MF]-72, $58.80. All-in-one MFJ-
616 Accessory Pack. Includes MFJ-392
headphones, two MFJ-281 speakers
and MFJ-1316 power supply. Save $7!

Try it for 30 Days

Order from MFIJ and try it -- no
obligation. If not delighted, return it
within 30 days for refund less shipping.

No Matter What™ Warranty

You get MFJ’s famous one year No
Matter What™ limited warranty. We will
repair or replace your MFJ-616 (at our
option) no matter what for a full year.

Free MFJ Catalog

and Nearest Dealer . . . 800-647-1800

http://www.mfjenterprises.com

* 1 Year No Matter What™ warranty * 30 day money
back guarantee (less s/h) on orders direct from MFJ

(662) 323-5869; 84.30 CST. Mon -Fri.

With this concept, you’ll understand MH %ﬁ‘;ﬂ&?ﬁﬁ? g&{?ﬁss’ 3{%%2

and contesting more, even if you don’t
have high frequency hearing loss.

FAX: (662) 323-6551; Add s/h
Tech Help: (662) 323-0549

Prices and \praicativns subtect fo chened 1co 2000 MFJ Erterprives, Int

MF] ... the world leader in ham radio accessories




Enhancing portable SSTV

Del Radant, N6JZE

ith the advent of the

Kenwood VC H-1,

Visual Communicator

unit, there’s been much
interest in Slow Scan TV. It is now
possible to show the NCS of a Public
Service event existing conditions at a
portion of an activity where additional
assistance may be needed.

There was recent discussion in the
San Diego section about the possibility
of supporting the American Red Cross
and the California Department of
Forestry with some visual records of
the extent of any destruction during
any emergency.

To prepare for this evolution, sev-
eral local Amateur Radio operators
purchased the Kenwood VC H-1
Slow-Scan Visual Communicator and
the Kenwood TH-G71A Dual Band
Transceiver.

We demonstrated the capability of

\ /l 1C-756 PRO

e A et e
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The impressive IC-756 Pro covers HF plus 6
meters. The high resolution 5 inch TFT color
display provides more operating information
than ever, including a spectrum scope. The
32 bit floating point DSP provides crisp, clear
reception with 41 built-in filters. The "Pro® is
the choice for serious DXers and contesters.

IC-746

v 160 to 2 Meters!

14 195 145
T 5

The IC-746 covers 160-10 meters plus 6
and 2 meters with 100 watts on all bands.
Call or visit our website for further details
and pricing on this and other ICOM radios.

Universal Radio
6830 Americana Pkwy.
Reynoldsburg, OH 43068

; ¢ Orders: 800 431-3939
universal  pesigiberprtnre

(e Lo (o JATs [=MH www.universal-radio.com

Ready to record—this is the complete setup for enhanced SSTV using a digital camera.
The digital camera provides a much higher resolution picture, so that the image

received is of much higher quality.

these units by showing the various
members of our local clubs what was
possible using this combination. Some
of the pictures were not as clearly
defined as we would have liked. So
a project was instituted to enhance
the picture quality by adding a digital
source separate from the reproduction
device furnished on the VC H-1. By
adding a digital source with high pixel
capability, we did achieve the desired

detail in the pictures. Here’s how we
accomplished our goal of enhancing
the video picture.

The digital source
The major restriction in the choice
of a digital camera, is that the camera
must have a video output jack. This
is necessary for the transfer of the
picture to the VC H-1, to store it
there and, at a later time, send it to

A New Autotuner From LDG Electromcs

LDG Electronics, inc Sales: 877-890-3003 - Flange Mounting Brackets

1445 Parran Rd Support 410-586-2177 - 510 150 Wats

PO Box 48 P Fax 410-586-8475 - Ponel mmamm

St Leonard, MD 20688 info@Idgelectronics.com - Optional External Baiun Aliows Tuning of

nted in a water
was

The RT-11 m & p
ABS plastic Tl-

ote Q in mind, ding mobile, masin towuov
any application uqum.nmcb mount. The R’r-ﬂnmu
most coax fed antennas such as dipoles, beams, and verticals.
The RT-11 wil operate with powsr and control signals supplied
by icom and Alinco radios vie an options! csble. The new RT-14
design aiso expands the tuner's capabiiities to cover 6 meters.

- Tunes 1.8 to 54 MHz {

- Matches Antenna SYWR of 10:1 (3:1 on 6M) |

- Tunes In .1 to § Seconds (3 Average)
- Zase Dimentions: 8.5 x § x 3 inches

Contact Your Favorite Dealer of Visk: www.idgelectronics.com

Random, Long Wire, and Other Antenna Systems |
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the distant receiv-
ing office. Most
of the later model
camcorders, have a
“video out” capabil-
ity, so one may view
the picture from the
camera on a 1V
screen.

The choice of the
digital camera, is
of one that has
a “VIDEO OUT”

The opening for
the cable plug can
be made by drill-
ing four adjacent
1/2” holes in the
chosen position
and filing away the
excess material. An
electric scroll saw
with the proper
fine tooth blade
may also be used
to make this hole.

Some care must

port. Most of the
better models are
so equipped. Dig-
ital cameras hold
numerous pictures, while a camcorder
normally has only one still frame avail-
able from the recorded tape (a DVD
camcorder can provide a number of

pictures from the special DVD tape).

Mount construction

The combination of these devices
required a supporting device that was
able to accommodate all three items
and still be portable and could be
mounted on a tripod. This was accom-
plished by constructing an aluminum
and copper mount to hold each unit,
provide convenient access to the con-
trols, and also offer application of power
from an outside source. I constructed
several mounts for various sizes of
cameras and camcorders.

Copper was chosen for the construc-
tion of supports for the Kenwood units
because it’s easy to bend and shape for
each item. The base support was made
from heat-treated aluminum.

The copper mounts are made from
22 gauge material. Ordinary tin snips
will cut this material quite easily. (I
suggest that a trial form be made of
heavy card stock, fit it around your

Thebase of the mount is constructed from heat-treated aluminum. The actual mounts
for the radio and visual communicator are made of copper.

units and see if it satisfies the needs,
then transfer these dimensions to the
copper stock.) The basic dimensions
are 5 1/4 X 2 1/4” for the transceiver
and 5 1/2 X 2 1/4” for the VC H-1
unit.

All the bending and forming was
done using a bench vise with a 3” jaw.
A hand-operated electric drill was used
to drill the small mounting holes. A
floor-mounted drill press was used
to drill the larger holes for the VC
H-1 plug hole in the flat aluminum
stock. :

The base material used is heat-
treated aluminum, specifically chosen
for its rigidity. It can be flat or angle
shaped, whichever is most readily avail-
able. The dimensions are 2 1/2 X 12”.

Transmit Live Action
Color Video & Audio
TC70-20

20 watt pep 70cm
ATV Transceiver

AMATEUR TELEVISION

Web site: http:/www.hamtv.com

Get the
ATVBug!

DX is over 100 miles line of sight using 14 dBd gain beams at both ends.

be taken when
drilling the hole
for the power plug
for each unit. A very small drill be used
to place the hole directly over the pin in
the unit (you can see this pin through
the small drill hole). Then enlarge it
3/8" for the power plug.

Adjustments can be made to acco-
modate the available camera and trans-
cetver. The mount for the VC H-1 is
standard and the hole in the base is
required. Sizes of the support can be
adjusted. A single slot to admit the
plug to enter from the bottom causes
the transceiver to be raised upward,
hence a modification would be needed
in the copper mount construction. The
hole for the insertion of the external
power cable must be made for the
chosen mounting location of the unit.

The dimensions furnished for the

PLUG-IN &
PLAY ATV
Only $529

Includes 1 TX crystat &

UPS surface shipping in
contiguous USA. Canbe
shipped within 24 hrs of
yowr call using Visa or
MC. Opt. 2nd TX crystal
add $20. :439.25
(cable ch80), 434.0,
427.25 or 426.25 MHz

It’s easy to get on with this Transceiver. Just plug in your camcorder or camera, TV
set, mic, antenna and 13.8Vdc @5A power supply - that’s it! Full motion color and
sound just like broadcast TV, no other black boxes or computers are necessary. Any
Tech class can get on ATV. Show the shack, family, projects, home video tapes,

computer programs, radio club meetings, do public service events - RACES, etc.
Hams, call or email for our 10 page ATV catalogue or down load from our web site. We have it all for
the 420 MHz to 10.4 gHz ham bands: ATV transmitters - AM and FM, downconverters starting at $49,
receivers, modules, antennas, etc., for base, repeaters, portable. R/C, rockets, balloons and more.

CALL (626) 447-4565 11 1h8AM-530 PMPST Email: tom@hamtv.com
jmmm— \Vob: www hamtv.com
nce 10 VISA
P. C. ELECTRONICS ... e > 4hr FAX (62(-&)4-17‘-()48‘)@

2522-Q Paxson Lane Arcadia CA 91007 Tom (WBORG) & Mary Ann (WB6YSS)

...@ '@ @-%

$50%0

Post Paid (US & CA)

$53.00 to Japan, Europe

Also available:
NW series 80m, 40m, 30m,
20m monobard QRP

»15 watt ATU

«Visual SWR indicator

*Tunes coax fed, Long, Short,
Random, Wire, as well as
balanced Ant

: «Fast Tuning

EMTECH - 1127 Poindexter Ave W

Bremerton, WA 98312 (360) 405-6805
SASE for Catalog
hitp://femtech.steadynet.com

LadderGrabber ant Insulator
CoaxGrabber ant insulator

19

Visit us on the web at: www.wrbwr.com

|World Radio Historyl|




copper stock are for a Kenwood
TH-G71A unit, and the Kenwood
VC H-1. Use a file to remove the
small molding nibs, on each side of the
Ni-Cad battery case of the Kenwood
TH G71A. They prevent the unit from
sliding smoothly into the support.

Other handi-talkies work as well,
but you must make an adapter to plug
into your chosen transceiver to feed the
audio and keying circuits. The cable
for the TH-G71A is furnished in the
package of the VC H-1, and plugs into
the Kenwood transceiver (it’s much
easter to use the Kenwood unit).

The short cable from the video
output jack of the camera, to the socket
of the VC H-1 is also a home-brew
cable. When using the digital camera,
the viewing head piece on the VC H-1
is removed, and the cable plug, takes its
place. The plugs and angle adapters are
available from RadioShack. Follow the

* detailed instructions when constructing

this cable. The plugs and adapter are
tip-ring-sleeve (TRS) devices. (Note
plug size and type, on plug-in lens

PCCardBox® = ISA or PCI card
BUS to PCMCIA. Use your ISA or
PCl-card with your laptop. Works with
Wavecom decoder and other internal
radios.

Wavecom® Professional real time
data decoder/ analyzer/ processor of
radio communication transmissions,
Audio-IN, variable IF-interfaces, all
major HF, VHF, UHF, SFH and SAT
modes/ codes

BoardTerminal / MeteoCom® For
marine use: Weather and navigation
with your laptop. Navtex-, Synop-,
FAX- and CW-decoder.

RadioCom® DSP-filter analyzer,
CAT with decoder of RTTY, Synop,
CW PSK31, FAX and SSTV. CAT for
more than 80 receivers and transceivers
ARMAP and HAM-Label Logbook
and QSL design

COMPUTER INTERNATIONAL
St. Johns, MI 48879-1903
Tel/Fax: 1877 977 6918
info@computer-int.com
www.computer-int.com

All major credit cards accepted
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Mounted on a good-quality tripod, the unit is ready for any type of public service

event or disaster.

NOT work, as one uses the tip and
the opposite end uses the ring. The

“video out” plug for the camera is also |
| a tip-ring-sleeve unit.

unit.) Ordinary audio plugs WILL |

We also substituted nickel metal
hydride (NiMH) batteries for the fur-
nished alkaline batteries. RadioShack
has these batteries and a spare set is
now kept for the VC H-1. When bat-
tery operated, it consumes considerable
current. The furnished AC Power pack
is rated at 2500 MA @ 6 volts. Charger
devices for NiMH are available.

My Olympus C3030 Zoom camera
uses NiMH batteries also and it too
operates on 6 volts. A home brew cable
is required for each 6 volt unit, that
brings the current from a double 6
volt gel cell battery. It is charged as

a 12 volt unit but it provides power, .

3010 Grinnel Place
Davis, CA 95616

filters are truly superior!

K-Y Filter Company

K-Y modem/telephone RFI

Please visit us at:
http://www.ky-filters.com/am.htm

as two separate 6 volt power sources.
One cable for the camera, and one for
the VC H-1.

The TH-G71A transceiver has a
Ni-Cad battery, and a additional fully
charged unit is on hand. A Kenwood
PG 3] power cable may be used if
operating near an automobile, or from a
deep cycle battery. With 12 volt power,
the transceiver developes 5+ watts
output. (DO NOT use a Kenwood PG
3] cigarette lighter cable, as a power
source for the VC H-1, as it requires 6
volt DC power.)

One of the members uses this
setup with a Sony camcorder and an
Alinco Dual Band Transceiver. The
picture definition with a high pixel
count camera, produces a much better

photo.
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Another member also uses an Olym-
pus C3030 Zoom camera, but chose NEW From Patcomm
to keep his camera in hand, so an
appropriate cable was constructed, to '
reach the tripod mounted VC H-1 and
Kenwood transceiver. You can take
many pictures, and then transfer up to
ten pictures to the storage in the VC ‘ -
H-1 unit for later transmission. This ) oy Ai— (500
action frees space for other exposures -
on the camera’s memory chip.

The cable for the video from the
camera to the VC H-1 is made from
microphone cable. (Follow the drawing " : 7
for the correct length and connections, = %
using extreme care not to fill the
interrg1a1 lugs with excess solder). If the The PC-SOO Dual Banders
system does not function correctly try
reversing the cable. The end for the

FILTER

|

VC H-1 is using the RING, and my For $395.00 you get lots of built-in features such as both CW& SSB
- camera uses the TIP. I color code the modes, an Iambic Keyer with our patented CW Keyboard Interface,
VC H-1 end with red shrink tubing. adjustable 1 to 15 Watts of output power and Patcomms unique DVF

Follow the instructions in the book-
lets that come with each unit. Set up
an operation with your friends and
practice in the operation of all the

(Digital Variable Filter) filtering system providing a 600Hz to 2.8kHz
continuously variable filter within the AGC loop for superb receiver
selectivity. VOGAD and RF Clipping are used on SSB Transmit to

controls. Be ready for any emergency provide that Big Radio Punch . This radio can be ordered with your
within your area. You can also take choice of any two Ham Bands between 160 and 6 Meters, and when
pictures with the digital camera and, ordered with the VOX option is PSK-31 ready. This is the ideal rig
at a later date, display the information for QRP and Portable operation. ALL THIS FOR $ 395.00

at a club or public event.

Software considerations X
iihee 1ok SNICERTE T IR ek New Lower Prices on these

KCT-24S, that permits a remote unit Patcomm Radios

to receive and transfer your pictures to
a computer for processing and printing.

Windows 98 is required to use it. PC-9000 HF+6 Transceiver

Additional accessories are available Compact, rugged 40 Watt Ham Band
for many cameras, that permit the Transceiver with DVF (Digital

transfer of the snapshots into your s .
own computer for printing out the Variable Filter) and our patented CW
Kevboard Interface.

phtographs in color. Adobe PhotoShop _ =
5.0 LE was furnished with the Olym- Reg $799.00 (FM Adapter $79)

pus Camera. Other photo processing Now $650.00 Incl FM Adapter !
programs are included within Windows

?fi;}? rgejﬁ?ne Leriont ;rﬁugl:.mhed PC-16000A HF Transceiver 100 Watt with General

A cable is furnished with the Olym- Reg $1.749.00 Now $1,350.00 Coverage Receive and

CW/RTTY Send and

pus C3030 camera package to view

the pictures on the Smart Card in the . : ; iy - Receive. Collins IF
camera on a color TV. This feature | RIS : iwle. Filters and DSP Audio
allows you see your work and allows ‘ R .

3 : Filtering make this an
you to experiment with exposures and — N CHT TV, Y :
additional features to improve your i i s o g PO exceptional rig.
skills. : :

It has been a real pleasure to send Phone: (631)862-6511 Fax:(631)862-6529
photos on any VHF/UHF repeater Web: www.patcommradio.com
operation or any amateur frequency TP R G e )
using Slow Scan TV. Join in and share & CONIOEANO0 R Konuly
the fun!. e

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com 21



Jamboree on the Air success story

Gary Smith, N7IHZ

his past October at the Jam-
boree-on-the-Air event held
at Hooper Park, Utah, I issued
a challenge the Scout groups.
I announced that the first two Scouts
who came to me with having successfully
passed their first Amateur Radio license
exam would be honored with some neat
prizes.

The first Scout to complete the chal-
lenge and get his license since JOTA was
John Westbroek of troop number 1211
from Lindon, Utah.

John has been very enthusiastic since
JOTA about Amateur Radio and obtain-
ing his license. He has studied and
re-studied with as much interest and
devotion as he also puts into Scouting.
John shows much interest in whatever
he becomes involved with and has the

perseverance to continue with dedication |

to enhance his skills.

His appearance while in uniform says |

ANTTRON®

HAMWHIP™

H.F. MOBILE ANTENNAS

75 THRU 6 METERS

SINGLE BANDERS
*600 WATTS NOMINAL
*APPROX. 8 FT. OVERALL
*3/8" x 24 MALE THREAD
41 *WHIP TELESCOPES INTO
BASE SECTION FOR STORAGE

$22.99 EA.

WE MANUFACTURE OVER 100
MOBILE AND BASE ANTENNAS
FOR HAM-SCANNER-C.8B.
VHF-UHF-THRU GLASS-
| SINGLE, TRI AND QUAD MAGNET
MOUNTS-STAINLESS STEEL
MOUNTING BRACKETS

-

N

PO. BOX 2744
YOUNGSTOWN, OH. 44507
1-800-837-5516
E-MAIL ANTTRON@JUNO .COM
é WEB - HTTP://ANTTRON.TRIPOD.COM

CALL FOR CATALOG AND
DEALER LIST
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equipment and modes.

a great deal in itself. Being neat and |

having pride in what he does and what
the uniform stands for definitely stands
out.

There is not much doubt that whatever |

John sers out to do he will accomplish.

At the Davis County Amateur Radio
club meeting held 13 January, 2001
presented John with a free one-year
membership to the DCARC, a one year
membership to Worldradio magazine
and a current repeater directory.

A weck after John achieved getting his
Amateur Radio license so did his father,
Glen! John's call sign is KD7LNC and
his Dad's is KD7LLE. Way to go fellow
Scouters! John’s younger brother is now
interested in getting his license.

As a additional incentive for this
Scout/Amateur Radio father and son

The scouts had the opportunity to experiment with a wide range of Amateur Radio

= &5

team, I loaned them one of my handheld
dual band transceivers, spare batteries,
charger and manual so they could start
learring and becoming familiar with the
great hobby of Amateur Radio.

John has expressed interest in attend-
ing JOTA 2001 and being an instructor
on the Radio Merit Badge course. This
is certainly good news as Scouting and
Amateur Radio goes hand in hand.

I encourage Scouts and Amateur
Radio operators to communicate with
each other to support activities such as
Jamboree-an-the-Air, to learn one from
another to enhance our skills in both
these areas as well as all other things we
get involved with in our lives.

I look forward to JOTA 2001 and
another rewarding experience with
Amateur Radio and Scouting. o

-

[ The NiCd Fady Company

Individual Cells — Replacement Packs — Lead Acids
Rebuilding Service — O.E.M. Assembly ... for

* HANDHELD RaDIOS * LAP Tops * CELLULAR PHONES * CAMCORDERS
* PORTABLE SCANNERS * TEST EQUIPMENT * POWER TOOLS

Check into our rebuilding service — Substantial Savings over NEW/
Convert your pack to NIMH! Same sizepack — HIGHER capacity!
w h\‘% Call for a price list/or visit our website: www.nicdlady.com
20585 Camino Del Sol, Unit B * Riverside, CA 92508
QOQ’) 653-8868 * E-mail: nicdlady@nicdlady.com * FAX: (909) 653-518”
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Frozen, but radlatmg'

Rick McCusker, WF60

eaders of this magazine
have realized I have become
somewhat “hooked” on the
SK31 mode. The first
thing I do when I get home (after
greeting the family, of course) is to
wander out to the shack and fire up the
computer and the rig. I usually check
10 Meters for activity, and if there’s
nothing there I'll drop down to 15 or
20 Meters.

One chilly night out in the garage, |
was checking the activity on 20 Meters
while seated in my brand new ‘execu-
tive’ chair with my brand new space
heater warming things up under the
desk (thanks, Santa!). That brand new

chair beats the heck out of the metal

folding chair 1 had been using. Now,
I'Ham’ in style!

Lots of signals floating across the
airwaves that cold January evening
— but one caught my eye. There was
a CQ_from NOBIL. I answered the
call, and we started to engage in a very
pleasant QSO.

The usual information was passed
— the weather, the gear, names, etc.
One piece of information from Bill
Brewer, NOBIL, was his complete

surprise that I had answered his CQ. |

After asking why he was surprised, he
said, “My antenna is frozen.”
do you mean?” I asked.

It turns out that Bill lives in a
‘antenna-challenged’ apartment com-
plex. His antenna set up is two Hustler
mobile antennas mounted on a 4-inch

ANTIQUE RADIO CLASSIFIED

Antique Radio’s Largest-Circulation
Monthly Magazine
Articles - Classifieds - Ads for Parts & Services
Also: Early TV, Ham Equip., Books,
Telegraph, 40's & 50’s Radios & more...
Free 20-word ad each month. Don't miss out!
- 1-Year: $39.49 ($57.95 by 1st Class) [' ]
s=zsl6-Month Trial - $19.95. Foreign - Write.
A.R.C., P.O. Box 802-N14, Carliste, MA 01741
Phone: (978) 371-0512; Fax: (978) 371-7129
Web: www.antiqueradio.com

|

“What !

The center of Bill’s antenna mount is filled with ice, but I was still able to

copy his 5-9-9 PSK signal.

diameter piece of heavy PVC pipe.
They are mounted in a dipole fashion,
and fastened using “bungee” cords to
a ladder next to his balcony. In fact,
when he wants to do some mobile
operating, he takes the setup apart and
uses one of the antennas as a mobile
antenna. When Bill said his antenna
was frozen, he wasn't kidding. Ice had
built up inside the PVC pipe and had

completely covered the antenna con- |

nections. As we ended the conversation
and were saying our farewells, I asked

Bill to send me a photo of his ‘frozen’
antenna.

Bill sent the photograph, and I
couldn’t believe my eyes. Here was an
antenna that should not have worked.
But it certainly did. His signal was a
nice 5-9-9 from Spring Lake, Michi-
gan to Sacramento.

Was this an example of excellent
‘weatherproofing’ of the antenna con-
nection? You be the judge. Take a look
at the photograph. Yes, it was certainly
‘frozen’ — but it was radiating! @

BROADBANDER BB3
Remotely Tuned 3.5-30 MHz
Mobile Antenna.
Monoband Operation On 160 Meters
With Accessory Coil.

Now Available with Preset
Frequency Memory Device (SAM).

BB10 BASE STATION
ANTENNA
160, 80 & 40 Meters.
High Efficiency With Only
34' Height. Remotely Tuned
From Your Hamshack.

3801-4001 La Plata Hwy.
Farmington, NM 87401

PARK N’ TALK WHIP
FOR
STATIONARY
OPERATION

Improve Your Mobile Antenna With A
22' Whip On Top.

Telescopes For Easy Storage.

E-Mail: judyn@nottitd.com
MasterCard / Visa / Discover

1-800-443-0966

Phone: (505) 327-5646

FAX: (505) 325-1142

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com




Don’t ever give up!

Charles R. Lackey, W4QBE

t all started about five years

ago when I bought a boatanchor

receiver (RME 4350) at a hamfest

for $25.00. The receiver went on
the shelf to be aligned and reconditioned
when I had the time. Now I'm retired
and when not doing ‘honey do’s’, L. spend
my time “messing” with Ham radio, |
according to my XYL.

Well, the RME went through a suc- |
cessful alignment and I was fascinated
with 160 Meters, which my Collins
758-1 does not cover. So I dug deep
into the junk box and came up with
an old 813 and other parts I had not
used in 15 years; thus was born a drifty,
chirpy home-brew rig for topband. After
about six months and a great learning |
experience, I had a pretty good rig for
CW. '

All was rosy except for DX, around
1830 kHz, there was a raspy noise which
repeated itself every 54.5 kHz. Using
other boatanchor receivers accumulated |

VLF CONVERTER

Receives the entire 10 KHz to 500 KHz VLF band.
Converts VLF to shortwave.
Works with any shortwave receiver that has ex-
ternal antenna terminals.
Now you can hear the 1750 meter band, navigation
beacon band, WWVB standard frequency broad-
casts, ship-to-shore communications, and the Euro-
pean low frequency broadcast band just by tuning
across 80,;nelers shortwave.
Connects between antenna and receiver. Turn it on
and hear VLF; turn if off and hear normal shortwave
signals.
Model VLF-A converts to 3510-4000 KHz or Model
VLF-S converts to 4010-4500 KHz $99.95 + $6 ship-
ping/handling U.S. & Canada. Requires 9V battery (not
supplied). Calif. residents add sales tax

Send for FREE catalog that shows our complete
line of antennas, filters, preamplitiers and
converters.

< PALOMAR
v

BOX 462222 « ESCONDIDO, CA 92046
(760) 747-3343  FAX: (760) 747-3346

E-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com
www.Palomar-Engineers.com

during 48 years of Hamming, I was able
to trace the birdie down to its second

| harmonic at 109 kHz. It went as high

as 30 MHz with reduced level. In my
mind, 1 could just see the 54.5 kHz

signal coming from the power plant |
about five miles away. We were having |

some strong winds and a tree blew over

on our overhead primary, knocking out |

our power for several hours. I fired up
our 5 kva emergency generator and then
it struck me, check for the 54.5 khz
birdie now that the power company is

| off the line. It was still there, so it wasn’t |

the power company unless the 54.5 kHz
was coming in on the ground which
wasn't switched but I didn’t think this
was possible. We are fed by a 1,000 foot
underground 7,200 volt primary from
the overhead line — the 54.5 kHz signal
should have been bypassed to ground.
The next thing I tried was removing
the antenna from the RME receiver —
nothing but receiver noise; the signal was
coming from the antenna. The antennas
I used were a 1,000 foot beverage and
an inverted L; the signal being strongest
from the inverted L, which was expected.
The next step was to build a loop and

TEN METERS IS BACK!

* 1 MHz Band Width “ * 600 Watts
« Famous “Hamstick” | * ::3:"&'3;5 And
hnol
Teahngledy Construction

* Mast Mount * All Hardware

Included
* Accepts PL-259

Direct * Tunable For Near

By Frequencies

* Only 10 Feet Tall - Only

$54.%

+ CAT #-GP28

Lakeview Company, Inc.
3620-9A Whitehall Rd., Anderson, SC 29626

864-226-6990 + FAX: 864-225-4565
E Mail: hamstick@hamstick.com
www.hamstick.com

MasterCard - Visa - Discover Card
Cash - Check - Money Order
ALL 100% MADE IN USA
Add $8.00 per order for S/H
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mount it on an old music stand. I could
null other 1.8 MHz signals but not my
54.5 kHz birdie on 1830 kHz. The loop
was located in the basement, so the next
step was to move the loop outside and
persuade the XYL to listen to the RME
while I turned the loop — still no null.
I thanked the XYL and scratched my
head.

I finally ran the audio from the RME
outside so I could listen with headphones
while turning the loop. Still no null. As I
was scratching my head some more, the
wind blew over the loop and the phones
started howling like 2 mashed cat. I
picked up the loop from the ground and
the signal level returned to normal. Was
the 54.5 kHz coming from the ground?
Then I remembered that I had buried
chicken wire for part of my inverted
L ground. I could hold the loop near
my rain gutters which were bonded to
ground and the signal would increase.
Was my wonderful ground system of
chicken wire, welded rebar and many
radials picking up this strange 54.5 kHz
signal?

Several years before my retirement, a
friend had gone to work for the govern-
ment in maintenance of VLF transmit-
ters and I remembered him saying some-
thing about them being below 100 kHz.
Could I be picking up one of these? I put
a longer piece of coax on my loop and
connected the speaker where I could hear
the RME and found the signal stronger
when the loop was near the ground away
from any of my station grounds. To get
away from any possible station grounds,
I connected the receiver through a 100
foot extension cord and moved the RME

OUANTEI CENTURY WIRELESS ASSOCIATION, INC

Licensed at least 25 years ago ?
And licensed now ?
Then you should belong to the

Quarter Century Wireless Association
For information write

159 E. 16th Ave., Dept R

Eugene, OR 97401-4017
http:www.qcwa.org
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out into the woods. No change. The |
signal was still strongest when the loop
was laying flat on the ground. Since it was
getting dark and I had scratched most of |
my hair out, I quit for the night.

After much thought through the night,

I lugged my heavy RME to a location |
about six miles away and using hookup
wire for an antenna found the 160-meter
band to be void of any signals at 9 a.m.
The birdie at 1830 kHz was not there,
either. On the way home, I made two
more stops about a half mile on either |
side of my home QTH and no 54.5 kHz
there, either.

After all this, I did what I should have
done in the first place, turn off each
branch circuit breaker and listen for the
54.5 kHz to go away. On the third circuit
breaker, I lost the signal, No wonder! 1
had turned off the breaker feeding the
RME! Back to work with the circuit |
breakers. The 54.5 kHz signal finally
disappeared when the next to the last
circuit breaker was opened. I had finally
found the culprit! The 54.5 kHz was
coming from my powered down 18 inch
satellite receiver. I told the XYL that
I had finally found the trouble and it

would be down him hill from now on.

search our
vast inventory!

(Another foolish assumption!)

First thing I did was turn the satellite
receiver on; no help. I then removed all
cables except the power cord; no help.
Next, I grounded the chassis since the
power cord did not carry a safety ground.
There was a slight decrease in 54.5 kHz
signal level. Next thing was to wrap the
power cord around a 1/2 x 8 inch 43
mix ferrite rod; no help. Next, I tried a

Corcom 10 ESK1 EMI filter, no help.

Next, I tried a one to one isolation
transformer; no help. I designed a 54.5

kHz trap and installed it across the line; |

no help (probably poor design). After

some more head scratching, I moved the |

satellite receiver to other locations in
the house with only power attached.
All receptacles and locations gave the
same results except for the receptacles on
my work bench, Scratched head some

more! Could the AC line length be |
affecting the radiation from the satellite |

receiver?

I then reinstalled the satellite receiver
to its normal location but fed the receiver
through a 100 foot coiled extension
cord. The 54.5 kHz noise dropped 5 dB.
After coiling the extension cord around
a 14-1/4 x 1-1/4 x 1 inch steel bar, the

meters

plug-ins
test sets
osciloscopes

level was reduced 7 dB. While the 54.5
kHz birdie was not entirely gone, it was
reduced enough for me to now hear DX
on 1830 kHz.

Some lessons learned from this inter-
ference chase are:

1. Don’t assume anything. I blamed
the power company and government
equipment.

2. Try various antennas. I tried two
antennas near the RME. I had another
antenna 350 feet away from the RME
which I did not try. After finding the
culprit, I tried this antenna and the level
was much lower than the two antennas
near the RME — this could have saved
me lugging the heavy RME receiver all
over the county.

3. When using a loop, you get strange
results when sitting on the signal
source.

4. Clean your own house first. One
of the first things I should have done
was to open my branch circuit breakers,
one at a time.

5. Try everything you can to correct
the problem. A 100 foot Wal-Mart
extension cord and a piece of scrap steel
solved the problem.

6. Don't cver give up. @

power supplies
signal generators

spectrum analyzers
hf radio components
& much more!

www.levylatham.com
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!
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Awards

You asked for it — and now we offer it!

I Worked Them All!

For those of you who are fans of the
PSK31 mode, Worldradio now offers
a brand new certificate for your paper-
hanging pleasure. Several amateurs
have wondered if there is a certificate
available for contacting other amateurs
in all 50 states with this new mode.

Now there is!

Be the first on your block (or even
in your grid square) to earn this highly
coveted and prestigious award.

Here's how to get it;

Contact a station(s) in each state
of the United States. Make a list
containing the call sign of the station
contacted, the date and time, and
which band was used for the contact.
Then send us the list, along with your
$5 fee.

‘That’s it! We don’t want your QSL
cards, because we know Worldradio
readers wouldn'’t even consider cheating
to obtain this new award. Each of the
winners will be listed in a future issue
of Worldradio (in increments of 10).

Send your list to: Worldradio — 1
Worked Them Alll, 2120 28th St.,
Sacramento, CA 95818

31 on 31!

Here’s the new award for those

operating the newest mode in Amateur
Radio, PSK31.

Rules
1. Contacts must originate using

PSK31. Spots by DX nets or by packet

cluster cannot be used. You can’t be

QRP FUN for UNDER $20
The WORLD FAMOUS
“Peanut Whistle Two”
40 meter CW transmitter
Completely assembied!
Not a kit!

DWM COMMUNICATIONS
P.O. Box 87 * Hanover, MI 49241

http://www.qth.com/dwm 1

1-517-563-2613
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in QSO in another mode and say, “by |

the way, I sure would like to switch
to PSK31 so I can count this contact
towards the new prestigious and most
coveted Worldradio 31 on 31 Award.”

2. Contacts must be two-way.

3. Contacts must be made with 31
different nations, and your own nation
does not count. A nation is a country
having its own government — (not

i

some little possession or territory of
another country) and has a unique call
sign prefix assigned by the I'TU. The
nation must have a permanent popula-
tion. In other words, a DXpedition
to a small, unpopulated island that’s
claimed by France doesn’t count.

4. Contacts with amateurs using a
recriprocal license are not valid for this
award. The contact must be with an
amateur licensed by the other country.

5. Contacts must be made with land-
based, permanent stations. Contacts
with mobile, portable or maritime
stations do not count.

6. Contacts made after 31 March
1999 count towards this award.

7. To apply, send a list of your
contacts, or a photocopy of any QSL
cards (don’t send the originals!), along
with a statement of verification signed
by two other amateurs of General
Class or higher to: Worldradio 31 on
31 Award, 2120 28th St., Sacramento,
CA 95818. Enclose $3.10 (for an
8 X 10 unfolded certificate) as a
check, money order, credit card number
or three (3) IRC’s. Please include
your complete address with telephone
number or e-mail address.

rn
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/i pleared to present Uhe

“SHEOGRKED 100
NATIONS AWARD

to

for having confirmed
freo-way comminications vie
Amateur Radio stations in at least

one fugadred (100} sovercign nations.

Dute: 27 duls 1995
}W‘L!\
Kool VT

Cyrtaficate 8498 (reissue)

100 Nations Award

In an effort to encourage personal
communications among peoples
around the world via Amateur Radio,
Worldradio offers the Worked 100
Nations Award to those confirming
two-way amateur communications
with permanent stations in 100 distinct
countries having a permanent, native
population.

The purpose of the Worked 100
Nations Award is to demonstrate the
unique opportunity Amateur Radio
offers for communications between
international borders to further world-
wide understanding.

The W100N is not a radio sport
award as such, but a token of achieve-
ment in communication. At the same
time, it offers all Amateur Radio
enthusiasts several features not found
in other awards.

1. W100N virtually eliminates the
need to work geographic areas heard
only during DXpeditions. Almost all
national entities have amateur stations
consistently on the air.

2. W100N, then, will be of peren-
nial interest. The advantage to those
stations having worked a national
entity long absent from the air will
be minimal.

: fHenry J. Borawski, K2HJB

3. WI100N is difficult to
achieve, yet is within reach of
all moderately well-equipped
stations whose operators utilize
good communication skills.

Rules

1. The Worked 100 Nations
Award is available to any
licensed Amateur Radio opera-
tor who can prove confirmation
of two-way communications
with governmentauthorized
Amateur Radio stations in at
least 100 different nations of
the world.

2. No contacts with stations
using reciprocal calls will count
toward this award, such as
N6JM/UL?7.

3. All contacts must be with
land-based stations. Contacts
with ships, at anchor or oth-
erwise, and aircraft cannot be consid-
ered.

4. All contacts shall be made from
the same country.

5. Only contacts made on or after 01
January 1978 will count.

6. The application shall include the
following:

a. Letter requesting W100N.

b. List of contacts in alphabetical
order by prefix showing nation, station
call, date, band and mode.

c. A signed statement by two other
licensed radio amateurs, General class
or above that they have inspected the
required QSL cards.

d. A fee of $5 to cover the cost of
the award.

7. All applications and requests shall
be addressed to:

W100N Award Manager

Worldradio :

2120 28th Street

Sacramento, CA 95818

8. There are no special endorsements
to this award; however, endorsements
may be made if the achievement bears
such recognition. All modes and bands
may be used.

Upon approval of an application for
W100N, a certificate will be issued
and the issuance of the award will be
noted in a future issue of Worldradio.

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com

CW Keyers & Paddles « Voice Keyers

Contest Card - PC voice keyer and CW interface
card » XT-4 - small, battery powered CW memory
keyer * lambic keys, Paddle Pads & more!
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PO BOX 92492
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Communicated by Wireless — Amateur,
Military or Commercial 40 years ago?
JOIN THE OLD OLD TIMERS CLUB INC.
3191 Darvany Dr. - Dallas, TX 75220
(214)352-4743  http://users.ticnet.com/ootc/
ootc@ticnet.com Init: $5 & $10 per yr.
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& full color photo.
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Northern Ohio Amateur

Radio Depot
821 Pearl Rd. * Brunswick, OH 44212

1-877-964-5566
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“Serving NE/Central OHIO Hams”
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Don Johnson, W6AAQ's

3.5 — 30 MHz mobile antenna,

manufactured by:

H. Stewart Designs

P.O. Box 643 * Oregon City, OR 97045

(503) 654-3350
See Worldradio, Oct. 1994 issue.
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SSD-5*  80-40-20 15-10M .......42 long = $125, 60 R I : $130
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(2) Stamp SASE for 30 Dipolcs, Slopers, & Unique Antennas Catatogue.
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Letters to the Editor

QSL cards...

Many of us will be interested in follow-
ing the results of your DX QSL “experi-
ment” listed in the Editor’s Log, Febru-
ary, 2001, issue of Worldradio. 1 applaud
your keeping this very important issue of
QSLing in the limelight. gour mention
of sending one IRC to the non U.S.
stations or managers brings up an impor-
tant point: As you mentioned in your
Editor’s Log, the cost of purchasing an
IRC is now $1.75. There is a widespread
assumption that the old IRCs purchased
at $1.05 or even older ones purchased
at $0.95 are all worth the same value
and accepted by foreign post offices at
the same rate. Technically true, practically
false.

The contractual agreement printed on -
the front side of the coupon in French,
or on the reverse side of the IRC in
six other languages, specifically states that
the coupon will pay for enough postage
to send one air mail envelope. The exact
wording is: “This coupon is exchangeable
in any country of the %niversa.l Postal
Union for one or more postage stamps
representing the minimum postage for a
priority item or an unregistered letter sent
by air to a foreign country.” (The much
older IRCs do not state “air mail.”) Note
that the agreement makes no reference to
the purchase price as having any influence
on the postage received by the redeemer.
That IRC agreement is accepted at face
value in USA post offices but not in most
foreign countries, who, by the way, are all
members of the Universal Postal Union,
the “Union Postale Universelle,” which
issues those IRCs. The fact that it is not
is proven by the prolific lists of “IRCs
needed for a return QSL” or the fact that
many foreign QSL managers demand
two, three or more IRCs.

Two years ago I tried an experiment
with an old Ham friend, Berny, in Ger-
many. I sent him three IRCs, two pur-
chased here in the USA and one that I
had received from a JA. I asked Berny
to redeem the IRC:s in three different
post offices, two in Germany and one
in Austria, just across the border from
his QTH. In each case the purchase cost
stamped in the center of the IRC was
converted into German Marks or Aus-
trian shillings at the daily currency con-
version rate and then that value of post-
age was handed over. Since the air mail
rate in both countries is quite high,
the value of stamps received was grossly
insufficient to send even a five-gram letter
to the USA. It may not be the “official”
policy of the country’s post office but
that's what’s happening.

Since Hams are some of the biggest
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users of IRCs, I would have expected
that at some point in the last twenty
years that an influential ARRL would
have intervened to apply some pressure
on the U.S. State Department to have
the Union Postal Universelle agreement
enforced worldwide. When one of our
closest allies, Germany, ignores the agree-
ment, I would expect the U.S. State
Department would have some clout. But
I guess no one wants to touch on that
subject and rock the boat. :

The recent postage hike plus the ter-
rible rate of return of DX QSLs that
you, I, and many other DXers around
the world have experienced has to be an
incentive for implementation of an alter-
native method of confirming QSOs. In
defense of our old tradition I can tell
you that I really enjoy getting the hard
copy QSLs and do not want to see that
tradition ended. I REALLY enjoy getting
my envelope from the bureau or seeing a
foreign SASE in the stack of mostly junk
mail. But there has to be an ALTERNA-
TIVE for the teenager, or pensioner, to
get a confirmation without shelling out
$4+ for each card. Otherwise, we are rel-
egating DXing to a hobby for the wealthy
and in effect signing the death warrant
of DXCC and DXing. As all we OTs
become SKs there will be no one to take
our place. Should that be a worry? Yes, in
my opinion we MUST look at the future
not only of DXing but of Ham radio
itself.

John Baer, W6SL

Arroyo Grande, CA

Having read about your experiment
with sending QSL cards, I decided to do
one of my own, The thought had occured
to me some years ago, but until recently,
there had been no Follow through.

Upon receiving a license in 1971, my
first goal, as is most likely that of most
new amateurs, was Worked All States
(WAS). Each day, the newcomer looks
forward to seeing the mail carrier as does
today’s avid and experienced DXer.

Last summer, while re-arranging a
room, I started to take cards off og a
wall and toss them into the “round file.”
After several dozen had been discarded
I thought that it would be interesting to
send 100 of the old cards back to the
address of the operator at the time of
the QSO. Each envelope had the original
card and a short note indicating that old
cards were being discarded. The cards,
sent at the rate of ten per week, dated
from 1971-90.

The results of this endeavor have been
quite interesting. My goal, (although, how
can one really have an idea of what would

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643
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happen) was to receive three responses.
Five replies were eventually received.
Approximately 20 envelopes came back
witﬁ “no forwarding address,” “return to
sender,” or “deceased.” Whatever hap-
pened to the majority of the envelopes/
cards is anyone’s guess.

The first response made the entire
effort worthwhile. A one page, typed,
letter came from a 90-year old man. He
described how much he had enjoyed his
days on the air and that he still gets on
6 Meters when possible. Here is a quote
from a portion of that letter — “For many
years, | was a gunsmith by trade, and was
one of perhaps two dozen men in the
country who could drill, ream, and rifle a
muzzle loader barrel the old way — make
the lock, the set triggers, the stock, and
the whole works. Now I can no longer
see to do much of anything...” Additonal
accounts of his life made his letter one of
the most moving I've read.

Another reply came from a man who
had our QSO when his children were
13 and 14. He is néw the grandfather
of three. His response, other than saying
that it was quite a surprise, was that not
many people stay in the same house for
25 years. :

The third envelope returned included a
note indicating that the operator was still
in the area, and how I may contact him.
It was not my intention to track these
people.

he last two responses included a
“Thank You” card from a widow and the
other was a letter from the family of a
man who had died suddenly in 1991.

I was both surprised and pleased by the

- replies. Perhaps there is at least one lesson

to be learned — time rolls on, but those

who had their brief moment on the stage

are, if fortunate, still remembered.
Richard A. Perkins, WA7SNY
Ashland, OR ’

1 love hearing of your travails searching
for QSL cards. I thought you might like
to see my numbers.

In the last eleven years I have mailed
1,649 cards domestically, all with SASE. I
am still waiting for 98 cards.

QSL's to the “rare ones” totaled 1,211,
most direct or to managers with a “green
stamp” or two and with a foreign sized
airmail envelope enclosed. For the DXpe-
ditions I usually enclose about five bucks
to help out. Still waiting for 310 cards.
However the DXpeditions are 100 per-
cent.

My biggest complaint are the stations
that keep the “green stamp” and return
via the bureau. That is just not the gentle-
manly thing to do in a hobby situation.

o




73 and good DX
Terry Dummler, WQ7A
(via e-mail)

Worldradio’s new look

I opened up the February issue and
the pages just stood out. I picked up the
January issue — Wow! The new layout is
just great. Keep up the nice work. Your
staff and you nceci) a nice pat on the back.
Thanks for the magazine.

Thomas Herold, N9BUL

(via e-mail)

Heil on sound...

This is in regards to Heil’s article in Jan
2001 Worldradio.

Is he for real? He thinks he is an expert
in audio. He may be right in some aspects
of audio, but I will quote part of his arti-
cle regarding electret elements. “On the
other hand some electret elements are just
simply not acceptable for Amateur Radio
bands. The majority of these are mushy
and very narrow banded.

“They are very difficult to make work
over a wide frequency range.” Wow. What
is he thinking about? I don't think I have
heard any electric elements that fit into
his thinking. The electret mikes are able
to operate over a very wide range of fre-
quencies according to the manufacturers
of these mikes. I hear many electret mikes
on the bands that are not and have not
heard any mushy ones. However I have
heard many of Heil's microphones with
extremely narrow pass bands of frequen-
cies. My thinking must be wrong. I will
take steps to throw away my home made
electret mike at earliest oportunity.

Ralph Saroyan, W6JPU

Fresno, Calif

Sllt)pery slopes....
There is a growing sentiment among
some state and federal legislators that
certain aspects of radio communication
should be regulated or enforced by state
authorities, rather than exclusively by
the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. Although a portion’of the Amateur
Radio community supports the idea in
some instances, these are dangerous prop-
ositions that could have dire sidc-cfflgcts
for ham radio operators in the long run.
Various laws have been enacted or pro-
posed that would allow state authorities
the ability to enforce regulations against
such thingsas illegally amplified or mod-
ified CB radios and radio interference.
On the surface, radio amateurs would
seem to benefit from such laws, but once
the states have the power to control cer-

tain aspects of electronic communication,
it is a slippery slope leading to further
infringement of radio operators’ privi-
leges.

In the past, some state jurisdictions
enacted laws prohibiting scanners in one
form or another, directly challenging
Amateur Radio operators’ use of their
legal VHF and UHF equipment.
Although the FCC eventually rectified
this situation, initially these laws placed
radio amateurs at odds with state regu-
lations. Not long ago the Iowa leg-
islature enacted an “eavesdropping” stat-
ute making the monitoring of ANY
non-broadcast electronic communication
a class D felony. (See DC Currents,
QST, September 1999) In applicatian,
the FCC will probably ensure that this
law does not impact Amateur Radio, but
it represents an increasing desire by the
states to regulate electronic communica-
tion.

The Amateur Radio community must
resist this “regulation creep” by opposing
any delegation of radio communication
control to the states. State regulation of
antenna structures in the past has taught

us well that state legislators are not always
benevolent toward Amateur Radio.
Jeffrey L. Baker, Esq., WK3U
(via e-mail)

Two neighbors, two des-

tinies...

I just finished voicing your Feb 01 WR
article, “Two neighbors, two destinies.”

Well, do I remember NMC. I have a
QSL card, verifying reception from my
home in Lordship, CT (near Bridgeport,
on the water) 3 Aug 1961, I note E’eq
as 2662, “veri.?'ing report of passing Pri-
ority traffic.” (I had to make up the cards
myself, to be signed and returned.)

R.G.Brubaker, CHRELE, USCG, CO
wrote: “NMC handling weather traffic
with CG Light Vessel San Francisco
(NNCS) on 2662 kcs.” Postmark is San
Bruno CA. ‘

1 did a lot of USCG DX'ing and have
a pile of homemade QSL’s, all signed and
verified by the various stations. Still proud
of them!

Tom Carten, KIPZU

Wilkes-Barre, PA

RiIGblaster

rig to sound card interfaces
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MT63

RTTY

CW

Voice Keyer
SSTV
Packet-APRS
MSDSP
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.. RIGblaster and a computer .............
the powerful replacement for old expensive adapters or TNC's.

PSK31 e

NEW! _ |
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http://www.westmountainradio.com

West Mountain Radio e nizzandk1unHF
18 Sheehan Avenue, Norwalk, CT 06854 (203) 853 8080
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Pl‘OdllCt REViEW — MFJ-852 AC Line Noise Meter

Dick Diddams, W7QHE

njoying 160 Meters is even
more pleasurable if you oper-
ate from a low noise location.
The winter months are here
and that means 160 Meters is wide
open — if you can hear those signals.
The last time 1 seriously operated 160
Meters was before moving to Salinas
two and half years ago. That previous
winter I confirmed 47/50 states and
7/9 countries (not counting Alaska,
Mexico, Canada and Hawaii).

My current 160-meter antenna is an
1/2 wave inverted V with an apex of
72 teet. Unfortunately the long wire is
parallel with a high voltage overhead
power line. My FT-1000D indicates a
noise of S-8 versus my previous station
location of S-3. Obviously, line noise
coupled into my antenna is a problem,
but what about other interference. Can
I do anything with the unwanted noise?
Do I have signals that can be tracked
down, identified and eliminated? To
locate where my noise is being gener-
ated and quantify its type, I purchased
an MFJ-852 AC Line Noise Meter to
be my Dr. Sleuth.

Technical summary

According to MFJ the 852 is a single-
frequency broadband AM receiver (0.3

Visit Your Local Radio Store

ARIZONA

uV sensitivity for audible detection and
<2.0 uV for usable meter deflection)
operating in the 135 MHz region with
an 100 kHz IF bandpass. Signals
are picked up with a removable and
telescoping 1/2 wave dipole so it can
easily fit in your jacket pocket or wife’s
purse. The user supplied power is an
internal 9 volt battery.

The interfering signal is detected via
a diode AM circuit which simultane-
ously demodulates the noise signals
and generates a DC level for AGC
control. The composite energy is
amplified with the

1) AF component routed to the
receiver’s headphone monitoring circuit
(line level for recording) and the

2) DC component drives the AGC
line to the receiver’s semi-log (0 -
100 scale) signal-strength indicator
meter.

QTH noises
Not only did I have the classic utility-

line interference from arcing or corona,
I had a repetitive noise resulting with
peaks and valleys of two S-units on
the FT-1000D. Noises were initiating
from the metal grounded crank-up
tower, a second noise from my receiver
and a third noise from the atmosphere
that was vertically polarized which read
65 out of 100 on the 852 meter.

FLORIDA

Conclusions

Using Dr. Sleuth, I uncovered a
two S-unit noise was radiating from a
battery charger used for my two-meter
handheld and the 65/100 corresponded
with a VHF transmitter in the vicinity
and probably was not a source of 160
meter noise. The grounded tower noise
baffled me, but probably is associated
with some galvanized corrosion that
may be detecting the VHF transmit-
ter signal. Connecting a new ground
rod to the tower improved but did
not eliminate the noise. Installed an
old JPS ANC-4 which brought forth
improvements. Bottom line — my
noise level is now between an S-3 and
S-4 (most of the time). Not outstand-
ing, but acceptable and much better
than it was!

I recommend Dr. Sleuth, (AKA) AC
Line Noise Meter, model MFJ-852.
The 10-page instruction manual, with
schematic, provides good and non-
complex information on hunting down
power line noise. The $99.95 (+ship-
ping) was worth it to me — it may
appeal to you if you wish to work 160
Meters DX or have line noise that
prevents full operating enjoyment.
Included in the manual is how to be
politically correct dealing with the
utility company. )
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Silent Kevs

Al Gross, W8PAL

Al Gross, W8PAL, of Sun City,
Arizona, who brought the world the
walkie-talkie, pager and cordless tele-
phone died, 21 December 2000.

Licensed in 1934 at the age of 16,
his early interest in Amateur Radio
helped set his career choice.

Gross pioneered the development
of devices that operated in the rela-
tively unexplored VHF and UHF
spectrum above 100 MHz. His first
invention was a portable hand-held
radio transmitter-receiver. Developed
in 1938 while he was still in high
school in Cleveland, he christened it
the “walkie-talkie.”

The device caught the attention of
the U.S. Office of Strategic Services
— the forerunner of the Central Intel-
ligence Agency. The OSS recruited
Gross, and this led to the invention of
a two-way air-to-ground communica-
tions system used by the military
behind enemy lines during the World
War II. The system allowed OSS
agents to communicate with high-
flying aircraft.

After World War 11, Gross set up
Gross Electronics Inc. to design and
build various communications prod-
ucts, some of them under government
contracts.

He also launched Citizens Radio
Corporation to design, develop and
manufacture personal wireless devices.

Cartoonist Chester Gould asked
if he could use Gross’ concept of a
miniaturized two-way radio in his Dick
Tracy comic strip. The result was the
Dick Tracy two-way wrist radio.

During the 1950s and 1960s, Gross
secured several patents for various por-
table and cordless telephone devices.
In September 1958 Gross Electronics
received FCC type approval for mobile
and hand-held transceivers for use on
the new Class D 27-MHz Citizens
Band.

“If you have a cordless telephone or a
cellular telephone or a walkie talkie or
beeper, you've got one of my patents,”
Gross once said. He added that if his
patents on those technologies hadn’t
run out in 1971, he'd have been a
millionaire several times over.

Over the years, Gross worked as a

communications specialist for several
large companies. Since 1990 and until
his death, he was a senior engineer for
Orbital Sciences Corporation.

Gross received numerous awards
and honors during his distinguished
career, including the 1992 Fred B.
Link Award from the Radio Club of
America and the 1999 Edwin Howard
Armstrong Achievement Award from
the Institute of Electrical and Electron-
ics Engineers.

As his IEEE biography put it: “It is
clear that Mr. Gross was a true pioneer
and helped lead the way to today’s
wireless personal communications
revolution.” — ARRL Letter

Aubrey Hawkins, KC5USI

An Irving, Texas, police officer,
shot and killed after answering a rob-
bery call, was an Amateur Radio opera-
tor. Aubrey W. Hawkins, KC5US], a
Technician licensee, died on Christmas
Eve while responding a robbery-in-
progress call. He was 29. Hawkins
had been a police officer in Irving
since October 1999. Police said seven
escaped prison inmates wanted in
connection with the killing remain at
large. An Eagle Scout, Hawkins was
active in RACES and SKYWARN.
Marv Kontak, N5MK, reports that
more than 2,000 attended Hawkins’
funeral 28 December. Hawkins’ wife
and a nine-year-old son survive. —
NSMK, ARRL Letter

Lew E. Tepfer, W6FVV

Well-known SST Ver Lew E. Tepfer,
W6FVYV, of Weed, California, died 22

December 2000, as a result of an auto*

accident. He had recently announced
that he was stepping down after 20
years as the head of the International
Visual Communication Association.

LOW PROFILE HF ANTENNAS
THAT REALLY WORK!
“Work the World Without Working Up the Neighborhood™
S T A

ISOTRON

BILAL COMPANY
Call for a FREE Catalog: www.command1.com
L) Iy 800-736-0443
VISA Florissant, CO 80816 h V2 PO. Box 7082 » Bryan, OH 43506
== www.rayfield.net/isotron e '

Well-known in the amateur Slow
Scan TV community, he was awarded
a plaque inscribed to “Mister IVCA”
at the Dayton Hamvention a few years
ago. — ARRL Letter

Peter J. Gellert, W2WSS

National Traffic System veteran Pete
Gellert, W2WSS, of New York City
died 23 December 2000. Gellert was
manager of the Empire Slow Speed
Net for more than 25 years. Veteran
traffic handler and ARRL Official
Relay Station Gary Ferdinand, W2CS,
himself a former NTS net manager,
says Gellert’s monthly bulletin always
contained words of encouragement
and interesting commentary on the art
of traffic handling. “I know of no other
single individual who has contributed
so much to nurturing traffic handling
and who has affected the lives and
operating habits of so many others,”
Ferdinand said. — ARRL Letter

W. S. Georgia Jr, KD3P

W. Scudder Georgia, KD3P, of
Bethesda, Maryland, died 26 Decem-
ber 2000. An Amateur Radio operator
in his teens, Georgia became a covert
communications officer during World
War II, training clandestine radio
operators behind enemy lines for the
Office of Strategic Services. Georgia
received the Medal of Freedom, the
nation’s highest civilian honor, for his
wartime service. He continued after
the war as a covert operative for the
CIA, from which he retired in 1973. At
age 74, Georgia took up scuba diving,
and he celebrated his 78th birthday
with a 78-foot dive in the Caribbean.
On his 80th birthday, he parachuted
out of an airplane in Delaware. —

ARRL Letter

Command Technologies, Inc.
Ham Radio's Big Signal Store

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com
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NEW for Vertex (YAES ) - VX 150
FNB V57x nimpk. 7.2v 1600mAn  $39.95
N

FNB-52Li (Li-lon) 3.6v  750mAh $29.95
or ICOM IC_T8A ' TBA-HP, T81A

BP 200 swnmHp,. 9 6v 720mAh  $49.95
BC-601f  Rapid/Trickle Charger  $54.95
For KENWOOD TH-G71A / TH-DTA

PB:- 29 nitn pr 9.6v_1050mAh $46.95
NEW for ALINCO DJ-195 / 195HP:

EBP-48h nim 9.6v__1500mAh $39.95

ForA ; T )
EBP-34xh nmpx. 4 8v  2700mAh
EBP-36 swnmHpx. 9.6v  1000mAh
NEW RTALS ]
ADI-600x sumsmp 12.0v 1100mAh $39.95

CBP-262 6-Cell AA case wichgplug  $14 95
22A ‘ T42A ' W31A / W32A * T7A

BP-180xh nmHox  7.2v  1000mAh  $39 95
BP-173 swnimpx 9.6V 720mAh  $49.95

BC-601d Rapid/Trickle Charger $54.95
BP-8h nimH px 84v 1400mAan $32.95
BP-202hpxpmxaey 7 2v 1400mAh  $29.95

IC-8 8-Cell AA NiCd/Alkaline Case $15.95

BC-350 Rapid Charger $49.95
F 1A

BP-132s swnimHpx 12.0v 1650mAh  $45.95
F A

BP-83xh nmHp.  7.2v 1650mAn  $39.95
BC-79A $52.95

For KENWOOD TH-794 :
PB-33xh nm 6.0v 2000mAh $39.95
PB-34xh swnimkipx. 9.6v 110QmAh  $39.95

PB-37Kenwood-tranc) 12.0v _ 950mAh  $29.95
F 7

PB-13x og wemmsng 7.2v 1300mAh  $34.95
PB-13xh nmHpx,  7.2v 1650mAh  $39.95
BC-15A KENWOOD brand Fast Charger ~ $39.95
For KENWOOD TH-77 75 55.46. 45 26. 28
PB-6x ¢ 7.2v._1200mAh $34.95
N ENWOOD TH-205 215/ 225, 315

PB-2h nwan 84v 1200mAh $39.95
NEW for KENWOOD TH-2500 ‘ 2600 EXCLUSIVE !
PB. 25 NiwH pk 8 4v 1200mAh $39 95
Packs for ALINCO DJ-580 580T 542 180 28CT =1
EBP-20nh nmHek. 7.2v 1800mAh  $32.95
EBP-22nh s n12.0v  1500mAh  $36.95
EDH-11 6-Cell AA case $14.95
For YAESU FT-50R 5 2

FNB-41xh niunpx.  9.6v 1100mAh  $45.95
For YAESU FT-51R " 41R / 11R

FNB-33xh NmHpx 4 8v  2000mAh  $39.95
FNB-38 cvnmnpx 9 6v  700mAh  $39.95

For YAESU FT-530 416 415/816.76/ 26

FNB 25x nmHpx. 7 2v 1000mAh  $28.95
FNB 26xs Niv i 7 2v_1800mAh $36.95
For YAESU FT-411°470173/33/ 23 »+
FNB 10 nicad pk. 72v  600mAh $20.95
FNB 11 sunica e 120v 600mAh  $24.95

FBA-1Q 6-Cell AA case $14.95

NEW. the iQ-9000 Charger &  222.95

Conditioner for AA & AAA batteties!

) top urit cen charge or condition

up to 6 NiMH or NICd cells!

(2) Has seleciable conditioning feature |

(3) Provides ssfe, quick charge for celis!

{4) Automatic shut-off at end of charge!

{8) UListed power supply included!
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Station Appearance

Send Worldradio a picture of your shack and the staff will choose a winner to receive a free one-year subscription
to Worldradie! Stations will be judged by neatness (wires tucked away), etc.) and accessibility of equipment. Monetary
value of equipment is not a consideration.

have been licensed since 1962.1 hold
awards for RCC, DXCC, WAC,
WAS, and I am an official observer.

My station consists of two separate
consoles and is as follows:

Left console, bottom shelf: L to R
— Icom 745, Kenwood 870, Kenwood
711A all-mode 2-meter transceiver.
Secorid row: L to R — Ameritron
ALS-600 solid state amplifier, packet
staion with a Kenwood TM-241A
and Kam TNC, SP-31 speaker and a
HeathKit monitor scope. Third row:
L to R — SP-23 speaker, data transfer

switches, power-line monitor, frequency

IMRA

%, People
Helping
People

e Service to Missloners
" (all denominations)

\ionas 4.
\z““ W

2,
(] .
Asspcin\®®

Missionary Net ¢ 14.280 MHz,
Mon. through Fri., 2 - 3 Eastern Time
(1800-1900 UTC DT, 1900-2000 UTC ST)
Annually 15,000 check-ins, 8,000 traffic

Membership » 500 amateurs in
30 countries ® Directory &
bi-monthly newsletter

If monitoring the net, please come in &
join us. You will be cordially received.

For further informaticn, write:

Sr. Noreen Perelli, PBVM., KE2LT
3254 White Plains Rd. * Bronx, NY 10467
KC2KE@worldnet.Att.Net |

W.J. nders, K3UAL

|

counter, marine band VHF radio, Hy-
gain antenna directional controller,
SP-430 speaker. Top row: L to R —
Astron R§-20M, Astron RS-35M power
supplies.

The right console has the following:
Bottom: L. to R — stacked Yaesu FT-
757GX, FC-75 automatic antenna tuner,
FP-757GX switching power supply,
Heathkit SB-201 linear amplifier, Icom
IC-706 and an MF]J tuner. Second row:
L to R — MEF] tuner, and a speaker.
Third row: L to R — speakers and
antenna direction controls.

The antennas I use are a 3-element
triband beam, an R7 vertical, a GSRV
dipole, a Butternut 40-80M vertical and
a 2-element 17M beam.

(Ed. Do you have a setup you're proud
of? Wed ltke to see it It doesn’t have to be
the home QTH, either. If you've installed
Amateur Radio gear in your car, truck, boat,
snowmobile, little red wagon, airplane, or
strapped it to Fidoks back, we'd like to see
it. Just submit a photograph, along with
a description of the setup, and you could
be the winner of a one-year subscription!
That'’s all there is to it! So come on, send
us your phato!) 2

RADIO RESTORATION

18 E. 10th Ave. » Hutchinson, KS 67501
Classic Radio Paints

1-800-372-4287
http://www2.southwind.net/~n0alo
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DX World

John FEW. Minke, III, NGIM

W-100-N

successfully completed the
requirements for Worldra-

dios Worked 100 Nations

Award:
589. Julio L. Ortiz

AD6DK
(All 20M SSB)
590. Ray L. Johnson AD6KQ_

591. Edward F. Erickson W2CVW
(All CW)

CATZ

33. Julio L. Ortiz AD6DK

(All 20M SSB)

Conway Reef (3D2)

Activity from Conway Reef
(OC-112) should be on right now as
it was scheduled for the period of 18
though 27 February. Operators include:
YT1AD, YU1RL, YUINR, YU7AV,
YS1RR, Z32AU, and Z32ZM. Look
for them on all modes, including PSK.
Thanks 425 DX News.

Agalega Island (3B6)

Hans-Peter Blaettler, HB9BXE,
reports that the supplementary work for
the postponed DXpedition to Agalega
Island (AF-001) has been completed.
Now included as the 15 team members
for the May 2001 attempt include:
HB9BQI, HB9BQW, HB9YBXE,
HBI9CRV, HB9HFN, HBYJA]
HBYJBI, 3B8CF, 9A4TU, CT1AGE,
DL3KUD, DL6UAA, FeéHM],
G3KHZ, and NK6F. They plan for
14 days of continuous operation
beginning 5 May. For further infor-
mation see their website at http://
www.agalega2000.ch.

Bouvet Island (3Y)

Dr. Chuck Brady, N4ABQW, made
an appearance from Bouvet Island
(AN-002) on 16 December 2000 on
14.195 MHz. Chuck, the only Ama-
teur Radio operator, is a member of
a scientific expedition team has been
assigned the call 3YQDC. The expedi-
tion is scheduled for four months so
Chuck should be available through
April. He is primarily a SSB operator.
His operating frequencies are 3.795,
7.095, 14.195, 21.295, and 28.495
MHez. There may also be some 6 and

he following DXers have |

160-meter operations.

They can run the generator only 3 |

to 4 hours a day and even at that must
skip one day of running it at all to have

| enough fuel to carry them through
'~ until mid March.

There have been problems being
caused by unruly DXers trying to work
3YOC when he’s off his normal operat-
ing frequencies, trying to discretely
get technical advice on his radio and
amplifier problems. According to The
Daily DX some of these DXers could
not restrain themselves and start call-

ing, making it impossible for Chuck to |

get the help he needs to be able to get
his station shipshape so he can work
the pileups in the way we would all
like him to be able to.

Mark “Mac” Mclntyre, WA4FFW,

| will handle the QSL chores, and asks

that no cards be sent until sometime

| in April after Chuck returns with

the logs in hand. There will be no

| computer logs. Further information

is available from the website main-
tained by Deon, ZR1DQ, at http://
www.gsl.net/zrldq.

Mozambique (C9)

Comoros Island (D68)

Activity from Comoros Island
(AF-007) should be on right now with
the planned operation beginning 8
February and should last through 28
February. Look for them signing with
D68C. Details were included in the
January issue.

North Korea (P5)

Bernie McClenny, W3UR, of The
Daily DX, reports that the much-antic-
ipated multi-national North Korean
operation, which was announced in
mid October, first scheduled for late
October then early January 2001, was
scrapped. Obviously this is a disap-

| pointment to the organizers of PSUK

According to The Daily DX Japa- |

nese operators JG6BKB, JJ6VOV and |

JR6XIW have purchased their airline
tickets to Mozambique, where they
plan to be active beginning 16 March.
They will use C93/ appended with

their home calls on 6 through 80 |
Meters mainly on CW but some SSB, |

RTTY and PSK-31 are expected. Yuki,
C93AN, may join the group if he is in
the country. Dipole antennas will be
used for low bands. The group will be
active until 30 March or 4 April. QSL
via JG6BKB either direct to Mizuho
Tanaka, P.O. Box 7, Hayato 899-5191,
Kagoshima, Japan or via the JARL
QSL bureau.

[=MULTI-BAND SLOPERS ™™
12 SLOSERS ARE AN EXCELLENT WAY OF OBTAINING 180-90-40M DX I A VERY
SMALL SPACE OUR SLOPERS CAN BE TOWER FED (OR GROUND FED IF YOU DONT
HAVE ATOWER) TOWER FEED REQUIRES ATOWER WITH AT LEAST AWEOIUM-SIZE
TRI-BAND BEAM ON TOP GROUND FEED REQUIRES AT LEAST A COUPLE OF
RADIALS. ANTENNAS ARE COMPACT, AUTO-BANDSWITCHED, LOW PROFILE FULLY
ASSEMBLED AWED AT YOUR SPECIIED CENTER FREQS., FIELD ADJUSTABLE.
ME 644 100 M 40M 1251 OPER 380 00
M5 O] 1 Sl 37000
s oeee " 36% 00
$7000

LOPEM 41 LONG

A5-BAND 172 SLOPER . 60 OR 65 LONG

MBC (o8 BROAD BANDER 105 LONG . 39000

MS - AL - 118 120 DOLBLE SLOPER 601 LONG. $90 00

Werid T starng NASE toe Jebwe of thone 350 etiwr wnionnen (S&H « $7 PER ANT)) |
WOIINN ANTENNAS (847) 394-3414

)

BOX 393, MT. PROSPECT, IL 60056

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com

and the DX community.

Bernie also noted that North Korea
has only been activated legitimately
two times since it was added to the

DXCC Enitity List in 1991.

Macquarie Island (VKO)

Alan Cheshire, VKOMM, com-
pleted his tour of duty on Macquarie
Island on 16 December 2000 and has
returned. Alan says all proceeds
from the QSL process will be
donated to Camp Quality, an Austra-
lian charity that provides care for
children with cancer and other ter-
minal illnesses. See Alan’s website

at http://www.geocities.com/vk0ld/
gslinfoX html.

IOTA

Roger Balister, G3KMA, provides
the following operations that have

LOGic 5 - the best software package for your
shack! Complete iogging, online awards tracking for
any award,

SL cardsfabels, contesting, radio inter-
lacmﬂ, antenna rotor control, digital communications
for all modes, unequaled packet spoiting, CW keyer,
sound card support, customizable screens/reports,
prints graphics and color, superd documentation, un-
surpassed tech support, grayline AZ-EQ map, calk
book database interlaces, customizable for foreign
languages, and much more. Fres infopakl Specs:
Pentium-class, CO ROM drive, Win 95/98/00, NT 4.0.
$129. Foreign shippma oxtra. GA residents add 7%
tax. Also avallable: THX-Manager, QSL Route List,
SARtek rotor intertace, rig and keyer intertaces.
A great hobby deserves state-of-the-art!
Personal Database tions, WR, 1323 Cenier Dr.,
7-1511.

30011,
770-307-0760 fax. 770-307-1496 1ech supt.

| i) ol




been approved by IOTA committee
during the month of November 2000.
These operations have provided the
committee with acceptable validation
material. This list also includes opera-
tions where validation material was vol-
unteered, i.e., not specifically required
for credit to be given. In all cases,
cards now submitted will be accepted
by checkpoints if they meet normal
standards. This means the island name
must be on the card.

AS-147 JG1SZE/8 Rebun and Rishiri Islands
(September 2000)

EU-066 RV3AGG/1 Solovetskiye Islands (August
2000)

EU-066 UA3DPB/1 Solovetskiye Islinds (August
2000)

EU-090 9A7K/P Palagruza Island (Junc 2000
EU-147 RV3AGG/1 Nemetskiy Kuzov (August 2000)
EU-147 UA3DPB/1 Nemetskiy Kuzov (August 2000)
EU-174 SV8/IT9YRE/P Thasos Island (August 2000)
EU-179 ENSZIB Berezan' Island (August 2000)
NA-047 VE7QRZ/VY® Baffin Island (September 2000)
NA-193 VE7QRZ/VY1 Herschel Island (August 2000)
NA-217 WFIN/P Isles of Shoals (September 2000)
NA-217 W1DIG/P Isles of Shoals (September 2000)
NA-219 W5BOS/C6A Cay Sal Bank Cays (October 2000)

OC-035 YJOPD Efate Island {November 2000)
0OC-035 YJ@V Efate Island (November 2000)
OC-066 FOOCLA Tatakoto Island (April-August
2000)

OC-166 YC7IPZ Tarakan Island (resident)

TUNER-TUNER™

¢ Tune your tuner without transmitting.
* Save your finals.
* Stamp out tuneup QRM.

[ Turn it on. Adjust tuner for least receiver noise.
Turn it off. Transmit with 1:1 SWR. It's that easy!

Model PT-340 1
+ $6 S&H U.S./Canada. Tax in Calif.

TOROID CORES

G .-

Palomar stocks ferrite and iron powder cores.
Catalog free. Free RF| Tip Sheet tells how to get
RFI out of TVs, telephones, stereo, etc. Our han-
dy RFI kit fixes most' household problems.
Model RFI-4 .
+ $6 S&H U.S./Canada. Tax in Calif.

@ send for FREE catalog z
N
= PALOMAR

BOX 462222 « ESCONDIDO, CA 92046
(760) 747-3343 « FAX: (760) 747-3346
E-mail: info@Palomar-Engineers.com
www.Palomar-Engineers.com
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OC-236 YC8BRSW/P  Lembeh Island (October 2000)
OC-236 YCSTXW/P  Lembeh Island (October 2000)
0OC-236 YCS8UFF/P Lembeh Island (October 2000)
SA-050 CE8/KD6WW Navarino Island (November 2000)
SA-050 CE8/R3CA Riesco Island (January 2000)

In IOTA Directory 2000 Riesco
Island falls in an unnumbered group
but, following the procedure explained
there, will not attract a new reference
number until a further valid operation
has taken place.)

There are still several IOTA opera-
tions that have yet to be accepted by
the IOTA committee and hopefully
will be by the annual update due date,
which was 1 February 2001.

As usual IOTA activity drops off
during the winter months. However,
here is some of what has been worked

by ICTA chasers during the month of

December 2000: :
AF-050 5TSYD/P Arguin Island 10-26 Dec
AN-006 EM1KY Galindez Island ~ 09-10 Dec
AN-006 LU1Z/UT1KY Peterman Island 24 Dec
AS-017 JS6PXB Okinawa Island 22 Dec
AS-017 JR6AP Okinawa Island 22 Dec
AS-017 JR6EA Okinawa Island 18 Dec
AS-026 HL4HLD Cheju Island 07 Dec
AS-028 UAGQBA Kotelny Island 06-21 Dec
AS-032 JA6CTW Yaku Island 15-28 Dec
S-040 JHETYD Goto Island 15-22 Dec
AS-045 HLSFUA Ullang Island 10-22 Dec
AS-053 HSO/IK4MRH Phuket Island 17-28 Dec
AS-056 JA6GXK Mejima 15-25 Dec
AS-117 JH4TEW/4 Tashima Island 11 Dec
AS-117 JH4TEW/4 Innoshima Island  13-28 Dec

AS-117 JH4TEW/4
AS-136 BD4ED

Yokoshima Island  06-24 Dec
Chong Ming Island 09-16 Dec

AS-150 BA4ADW/P Tianheng Island ~ 07-12 Dec
EU-008 GMOEWX  Isle of Skye 17-24 Dec
EU-008 GMO@IQD Isle of Skye 24 Dec
EU-008 GM3SWK Isle of Skye 23 Dec
EU-009 GM3POI Orkney Islands 26 Dec
EU-009 GM@HTT Orkney Istands 05-17 Dec
EU-010 GM@EEY Benbecula Island 16 Dec
EU-016 9A4KF Huvar Island 01-25 Dec
— =
MING e
HF BEAM [P

Most Antennas are laige, heavy stuctures requii-
ing heavy-duty fowers, rotors and require exira mus-
cCle during Instaliation and lots of extra dollars before
the job is done.

The Hybrd-Quad Is sensibly designed, bullt from
high-quality materials and mounts with standard TV
hardware and rotor. it's smali size gathers very Iittie
lce and wind which allows you to spend more time

air, rather than N the ali.

MQ 1 Four-Band Antenna............. $279.95

6,10,15,20 Meters

Elerment Length...11 Ft. | Wind Loading. 1.58q. ft

Boom Length .. 4.5Ft | Weight 15 Ios.

Turning Rodlus 6Ft 2in) PowerRating .. | 200 Watts PEP
Input impedance-Single 50 ohm

MQ-2 Six-Band Antenna............. $369.95

6,10,12,15,17,20 Meters

Shlpplng charges extra.

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

{
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EU-016 9A4W Brac Island 16 Dec
EU-016 9A6BND Vis Island 09-14 Dec
EU-027 JW3FL Bear Island 10-28 Dec
EU-027 jW1l Bear Island 07-26 Dec
EU-029 OZ1AA Sjacllard Island 25 Dec
EU-029 OZ/DK9LO  Loland Island 01 Dec
EU-031 ICSAMR Ischia Island 21 Dec
EU-031 IC8POF Isle of Capri 17 Dec
EU-032 FSNBQ/P Oleron Island 26-28 Dec
EU-033 LAAMQ_ Vesteralen Islands 06 Dec
EU-038 PA/ONSFP/P  Texel Island 28 Dec
EU-042 DJSDT/P Isle of Sylt 07-22 Dec
EU-042 DKSOL Isle of Sylt 25-28 Dec
EU-046 LA1CI Ringvassoey Island 23 Dec
EU-046 LASTFA Tromsoe Island 10 Dec
EU-046 LASQFA Vanna Island 06 Dec
EU-047 DJ9IN Norderney Island 26 Dec
EU-047 DQ@KBM Borkum Island 12-17 Dec
EU-049 SVSCRI Lesvos Island 24 Dec
EU-052 SVSEP Kefalonia Island 10 Dec
EU-052 SVOFM Stavros Island 22 Dec
EU-055 LA2BKA Reksteren Island 20 Dec
EU-057 DL4PM Ruegen Island 23 Dec
EU-060 SV2FPU/8 Skyros Island 01-20 Dec
EU-063 JWS5RIA Hopen Island 16-26 Dec
EU-076 LA7DHA Lofoten Islands 17-20 Dec
EU-098 DH3ZK Poel Island 10-16 Dec
EU-129 DL5SE/P Usedom Island 11-16 Dec
EU-129 DL7VOX/P  Usedom Island 28 Dec
EU-130 IV3WMI Grado Island 10 Dec
EU-131 IK3PQH Lido Island 16 Dec
EU-133 RA1IAD Kotlin Island 10 Dec
EU-133 RA1ACD Kotlin Island 18 Dec
EU-136 9A900OBP Krk Island 09-25 Dec
EU-171 OZ1lIT Mors Island 05-19 Dec
EU-171 OZ1GKU Mors Island 16 Dec
EU-171 OZ4PAX Vendsyssel Island 18 Dec
NA-010 VE1XA Cape Breton Island 09 Dec

NA-019 KL7QK Kodiak Island 26 Dec
NA-019 WL7EM Kodiak Island 21 Dec
NA-025 J8/KQ6MW  Mustique Island ~ 05-09 Dec
NA-031 WILY Conanicut Island ~ 26-28 Dec
NA-036 VE7IM Vancouver Island 18 Dec
NA-041 KL7FNH Baranof Island 10 Dec

NA-051 VE7TLL Queen Charlotte Islands 26 Dec
NA-055 WB1BQJ Mount Desert Island

25 Dec

NA-055 AK1L Vinathaven Island  05-26 Dec
NA-057 AH6PN/HR6 Roatan Island 06-15 Dec
NA-059 NO7F/KL7  Unalaska Island 11 Dec

NA-066 N6FH/P Santa Catalina Island 09-11 Dec
NA-066 KJ6Y/P Santa Catalina Island 09-11 Dec
NA-066 WBIAWX/P  Santa Catalina Island 10-11 Dec
NA-066 N6IC/P Santa Catalina Island 09-11 Dec
NA-066 W6VX/P Santa Catalina Island 09-11 Dec
NA-072 HP1XVH Contadora Island ~ 23-28 Dec
NA-079 K4QD/P Dry Tortugas Island 10-11 Dec
NA-080 C6AIE Abaco Island 05-13 Dec
NA-080 KBOCY/C6A Abaco Island 25 Dec
NA-110 AA4V Isle of Palms 09-25 Dec
NA-110 KD4NJN/P Fripp Island 28 Dec

IT‘S HERE!!!

PROLOG2K

For Windows 95/98/2000

You've been waiting, and now, here it is! ProLog2K for
Windows with: 36 Logbooks, tracking for ail major awards,
Rig Control, DX Packet Cluster, support for all CDROM
databases, our exclusive 71,000 QSL Route Database and
much morel Visit our website and see it for yourself.
ProLog2K: $49.95. With QSL Route Database: $64.00.
DOS ProLog upgrade to ProLog2K tor Windows: $25.00.
DX add $6.00. VISA, MC, AMEX and Discover accepted.

DATAMATRIX
5560 Jackson Loop NE Rio Rancho, NM 87124

Info: (505)-892-5669 Orders Only: 1-(800)-373-6564
Email: prolog@rt66.com
Web: hitp://www.qth.com/prolog




NA-110 WB4WTY Folly Island 17 Dec
NA-140 K3RE Smith Istand 16 Dec
NA-143 ABSEB Galveston Island ~ 18-19 Dec
0OC-033 FK8HZ Lifou Island 25 Dec
0OC-046 FO35)V Tahiti Islahd 24-26 Dec
OC-066 FOOCLA Rangiroa Atoll 26 Dec
OC-067 FO5Q5 Huahine Island 20 Dec
0C-130 DUYEQZ Mindanao Island ~ 23-24 Dec
OC-137 VK4CY Lamb Island 22 Dec
OC-137 VK4Y1 MacLeay Island 14 Dec
OC-149 H44NC New Georgia Islands 20-23 Dec
OC-201 ZL/SM3TLG Waiheke Island 05-08 Dec
OC-210 YC8RRK Sangihe Island 12-16 Dec
0OC-237 YB3ZM!I Madura Island 15-16 Dec
OC-241 YCIMKF/P  Semau Island 09 Dec
OC-241 YCOWZJ/P  Semau Island 06-09 Dec
OC-241 YC9BU/P Semau Island 01 Dec
OC-242 YBSHZ/P Bonerate Island 15-19 Dec
SA-008 LU3XX Terra del Fuego 21 Dec
SA-008 LU3XQC Terra del Fuego 18 Dec
SA-024 PYINEZ/2 Comprida Island ~ 14-17 Dec

SA-026 PPSOW
SA-026 PPSTO

Santa Catarina Island 10-24 Dec
Santa Catarina Island 18 Dec

Japan Island Award

With the recent interest in working
islands, another award has arrived
on the scene. This one is working
for Japanese islands, offered by the
Tsushima Club, an affiliate of the Japan
Amateur Radio League (JARL). To
qualify for the Japan Island Award, you
must have worked a minimum of 50
Japanese islands. The major.islands of
Japan, such as Hokkaido, do not count
for this award.

When applying for this award, pre-
pare a list of the islands worked and
submit with a fee of five IRC’s to
Mr. Masayuki Shoji, JF60ID, 1471-1
QOaza Kutamichi, Izuharar-machi,
Shimoagata-gun, Nagasaki 817-0031.
E-mail: jfboid@bronze.ocn.ne.jp.

I have received the rules and JIA
QSL Card List from Japan. Nothing
is mentioned regarding start dates or
band restrictions, so I assume all con-
tacts count. It also mentions photocopy
of the QSL card list, and I'm not sure
if they mean a copy of the filled out list
or copies of the QSL cards.

The list of islands may also be down-
loaded from http://www.dxawards
.com/Lists/ja-islands.htm. However,
this is not the JIA QSL Card List that

I mentioned above, but is evidently

s« Jambic Key $24.95

= Rivals the feel of full size keys!
Adjustable spacing and tension
¢ 1oz, 2Wx 2.5 x 1.5°H

3' pre-wired cable with 1/8" plug
Money Back guarantee!
Visa/Master Card Accepted
Add $2.50 S&H

TOLL FREE 1-877-227-9139 - AmateurRadioProducts.com
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aximum usable frequecy from West

Coast, Central U.S. and East Coast (courtesy
of Engineering Systems Inc., Box 1934, Middle-
burg, VA 20118). The numbers listed in each
section are the average maximum usable frequencies
(MUF) in MHz for contacting five major areas
of the world centered on Africa—Kenya/Nairobi,
Asia—Japan/Tokyo, Oceania—Australia/Melbourne,
Europe—Germany/Frankfurt, and South America—
Brazil/Rio de Janeiro. Smoothed sunspot number =
113. Chance of contact as determined by path loss
is indicated as bold *MUF for good, plain MUF for
fair, and in (parentheses) for poor. UTC in hours.

WEST COAST

SO

UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM
10 (14) ‘13 ‘24 (12) 21

12 20) ‘12 21 (11)  (18)
14 29 *12 *18 21 *31
16 32 15 22 25 *39
18 *34 15 (18) 23 *41

| 20 *32 26 30 19 ‘42
22 o, *29 *37 14 *41
24 23 *28 *41 (12) *40
2 *21 *27 *42 12 ‘33

4 *17 ‘23 *38 11 *27

6 (15) "7 ‘34 *13 *23

8 (14) ‘14 28 12 21

prepared from that.

Antique QSL Department
This month’s selection of old QSL

cards comes from the collection of
Lee Brooks, KSBHG. Lee says that he
picked up these cards at hamfests.
The first card is that of W4HRP/J3
who was attached to the Signal Corps

AN

RST:$59

(Ex:K6SDY)

HqI Corps, APO301,
Yo PM San francisco,
Date . 23T+h %

Califarnia P
A Station . WsADZ

735
J Pse QSL;m Bodine

403 Forest Glen Rd, Siber SpringMd.

in Japan. The date was 1946 and the
only contacts at that time would have

STAR QUALITY QSL'S

* High Quality Cards
—— * Great Value
% Fast Turnaround
* Guarl?nte;d Accuracy
on all orders.
SRR Write or Call for
E-Mail: wx9x@adsnet.com FREE SAMPLES!
Http://qth.com/star 55¢ SASE appreciated.
1608 E. Lincolnway, Ste. H ¢ Valparaiso, IN 45383
(219) 465-7128 « FAX: (219) 464-7333

CENTRAL U.SA.
‘SO
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM
8 (14) *12 25 12 21
10 (18) 12 22 11 20

12 29 11 19 21 *25
14 33 ‘13 *25 b TR
16 34 (12) 22 *25 38
18 34 (11) (18) 23 *40
20 32 21 31 19 41
22 27 *26 i R |
24 22 *26 42 130 %0

2 ‘18 22 *39 220514992

4 *16 15 *35 11 27

6 (15 13 29 S 23

EAST COAST
¢ SO
UTC AFRI ASIA OCEA EURO AM

7 18 (12) *24 ‘11 *22
9 19 1 21 16 ‘18

11 *36 ‘14 ‘19 *24 *24

13 *41 (13) *26 27 *32

15 ‘42 (12) 23 °27 *36

17 ‘44 (11) 20 *25 *39

19 *36 (16) 26 22 41

21 29 24 35 15 ‘41

23 *25 24 41 ‘13 40

1 *22 18 38 ‘12 36
3 20 14 *34 *12 29
5 *20 13 28 ‘11 *25

been with occupation troops. The
operator was listed as a Don Bodine
and the only Don Bodine that could
be found in the present listings was
a Donald R. Bodine, W5TMO, who
may now be a Silent Key. The K6SDY
call listed on the card would have been
a Hawaiian call as the K prefix had yet
to be issued to stateside locations.

CR6AQ_was the call used by Joao

" PORTUGUESE WEST AFRICA

CRGAQ

ADTSO L -~
RADIOZ,T A DZCONEIRMING Q3O &, 7/{_ 1950
QTH* JOAO RAMOS

Awlvfgtg‘urt RST S ¥BEST 75

DX ZONES 3¢ PSE GSL TR BOX 79
COUNTRIES, LUANDA . +F
XMTR 6L6-807-813 INP 100 WATTS ANGOLA

COAX-SEAL

“The Original Connector Sealant”

MOISTURE PROOFS ALL COAX CONNECTORS

Universal Electronics, Inc.
4515 Little Savannah Rd. - Cullowhee, NC 28723

(828) 293-2222 « FAX: (828) 293-2221

Visit us on the web at: www.wréwr.com
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APIA, W. SAMOA N. N. WALDING
P.O. BOX 177

APIA, W, SAMOA

__ Receiver _ 10 tube super
W

Confirming QSO with ADZ oOn 14 MC shomx
QSA
Date _ 20th Nover

0400 gmt Tks qoo Brad hpe cuagn
Time_ J0. 8% pestiiy Por 19B2

Ramos of Luanda in Portuguese West |

Africa, also known as Angola. The
date of this contact was back in 1950.
The operator probably has returned to
Portugal or is a Silent Key.

The third.card was from Western
Samoa for a contact back on 20

November 1950 with ZM6AK. The |

operator was listed as N.N. Walding,
who I assume is now a Silent Key. The
recipient for this contact was W5ADZ,
as on the other two cards. Also noted
the operator was Brad and the 1996
listings showed him to be a Bradfield
A. Beard in Texas. However, the latest
listings show this call to be issued to
a club, no doubt a memorial call to a
former member, now a Silent Key.

QSL Information

Carl “Mac” McDaniel, W3HC,
informs the DX community that he
does not acknowledge QSL requests
for stations he manages via the bureau.
Carl, who manages cards for 125 sta-
tions, says, “We do not use the QSL
bureau. To receive five pounds of cards
from the W3 Incoming QSL Bureau
I must pay $6.50 postage to receive

HamCall™ CD-ROM

U.S. & International - Over 1.62 million listings

o [Clearly, the most current]

and complete amateur
radio CD-ROM available

Fresh every month!
Search by nearly any item in the database. QSL

managers, photos, email addresses, interest profiles,
latlong, beam headings, runs from hard drive and more.

Browse our online catalog with secure ordering at:

http://www.buck.com/hammain.html

Free password for 6 months access to advanced
Intefnet features with HamCall CD-ROM purchase.
$50, plus $5.00 shipping per ordef.
Free 800 technical support. Your satlstacuon guaranteed!

BUCKMASTER =
£ =

6196 Jefferson Highway
e 540:894-5777+

Mineral, Virginia 23117 USA
e-mail: info@buck.com
800:282-5628 » 540:894-9141 (fax)
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them. Then I must verify them, include
$6.00 a pound ($6.00 times 5 equals
$30.00) plus another $6.50 postage
to send them to the ARRL bureau.
This amounts to $43.00 out of my
pocket.”

This can be a controversial subject.
At one time QSL managers were avail-
able to reduce the need of sending a
direct QSL request overseas. This also
took the burden off the DX station of -
answering numerous QSL requests.
However, the bureau system was still
there. Unfortunately, things have
changed. More and more DX stations
“need” QSL managers. In my case |
work many DX stations and send QSL
requests, and with many of them with
DX managers this can be a problem.
I use the bureau anyway, but not to
stateside managers.

I understand that some DX stations
will not accept QSL requests from the
bureau system at all, even those without
managers. This, I feel is unreasonable.
One of these fellows is a well known
DXer in the Pacific, yet can afford to
travel all over the world at the drop

of a hat. To me it is a lot easier to
answer bureau requests than opening
many envelopes, shuffling SASEs and
responding to each one.

Thanks go to the following con-
tributors for this month’s column:
HB9BXE, JF60ID, ZR1DQ,W3HC,
WA4FFW, K4VUD, K8BHG,
Western Washington DX Club
(WAORJY), WebCluster (OH2AQ),
425 DX News(11JQ],), The OPDX Bul-
letin (KBENW), DX-News (NJDXA),
The Low Band Monitor (KJCS), Tke
Daily DX (W3UR), and QRZ DX
(N4AA).

We are now into the new millenium.
The year 2000 was a good close-out
for the last one. Unfortunately, the last
few months of the year did not provide
the favorable propagation. Hopefully,
this year will be a little better. If not,
then catch up on those QSL cards. 73
de John N6JM

— Jobhn EW. Minke, III, N6JM, can
be reached by mail to: 6230 Rio Bonito
Dr., Carmichael, CA 95608, or by e-mail
to: néjm@pacbell net )

EMCOMM 2001

he 2nd annual Emergency
Communications Conference
will be held on Saturday, 31

March at Bishop Quinn High School |

in Palo Cedro, near Redding, Califor-
nia, EMCOMM 2001 will include
seminars and workshops on topics
such as Search and Rescue radio com-

THE EASY TO USE
LOGGING SOFTWARE.

Loa-EQF Version ©

« Complete station controi for ¢ Award tracking, QSL and

rig, TNC, antenna switch, address labeis, DX duster spat-
and rotator. ting, beam headings, and more.
* CW keyboard and memory * Log-EQF Version 9 runs on
6 80286 PC or better, in DOS

* Works with major calisign data- Windows, or 05/2.
base CDs andthe GOUSTQSL  » Price $49.95 (add $3 shipping

Manager Program (GOLIST
starter database included).

EQF Software
Tom Dandrea, N3EQF * 547 Sautter Drive * Crescent, PA 15046
Phone/FAX: 1-724-457-2584  e-mail: n3eqf@usaor.net
web site: hitp://www.itis.net/eqf

outside North America). VISA
and MasterCard accepted.

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

munications, emergency antennas for

- VHF and HF, choosing batteries and

other emergency power sources, trans-
mitting digital images on scene using
HF and VHF, Public Relations and
working with the media, an overview
of the Incident Command System and
SEMS, “Mutual Aid” practices, and
the handling of formal traffic. There
will also be a presentation by the NWS
on their Skywarn program.

All Amateur Radio operators inter-
ested in volunteer Emergency Com-
munications are invited to attend. The
all-day event will begin at 9 a.m., with
registration starting at 8 a.m.

For more information, check in
on the Sojourners Net which meets
daily at noon, on or near 7.232, or
online at www.qsl.net/k6soj. For those
without HF or Internet access, a
request for information may be sent
to EMCOMM 2001, D.W Thorne,
K6SOJ, P.O. Box 16, Macdoel, CA
96058.
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[INNOVATIVE (NO_TUNE) WIRE ANTENNAS
Discover Them - Simple, Easy to Build - Save Money
135 ft - THE HOLY GRAIL 160 thru 10 meters
67 ft - THE HOLY GRAIL (lite} 80 thru 10
NEW 41' Mini-Grail kit 80 thru 6
35 ft - SMITHDOM Short 40 thru 10
100 W balun transformers for Windom or Smithdom antennas
For Additional Information on alt products
Send Name, Address, Call and #10 SSAE to:
SMITHDOM PRODUCTS LLC
255 N OLD MANOR
WICHITA, KS 67208

CALL (800) 727-WIRE (9473

That s All You Need to Know About
Wire, Cable and Accessories!
20 Years of Quality & Service!

Web Site: http://www.thewireman.com
Email: nBug@thewireman.com
TECHNICAL HELP: (864 “s* 4195
261 Pittman Rd.  Landrum, iC 29356

THE WIREMAN™ INC.

/ | NORM'S ROTOR SERVICE |
Nﬂ 8 | 5263 Agro Drive ¢+ Frederick, MD 21703 |

(301) 874-5885
Wae rebuild rotors, plus:
Rebuilt Rotors for sale » Parts for U.S.-bullt
rotors * We Buy Used U.S.
Rotors/Controls for CASH!

NORM JEWELER, W3NRS

THE BIG DK-DX
Don Johnson, W6AAQ's |
3.5 — 30 MHz mobile antenna,
manufactured by:
H. Stewart Designs
P.O. Box 643 ¢ Oregon City, OR 97045
(503) 654-3350
See Worldradio, Oct. 1994 issue.

1Y ELECTRIC RADIO

celebrating a bygone era

In‘our 12th year, ER is a magazine for those
who are interested in vintage ham/military /
tube-type gear, AM operation and the history
of Amateur Radio. Largest vintage-only
classifieds anywhere! $3 for a sample copy,
refundable towards a subscription.

ER, 14643 County Road G, Cortez, CO 81321

| Pevicapen - VT

Leather pouch with pocket
on back for antenna tip &
sturdy clip. Many other
pouches available. Call us!

800-206-0115..,

www.powerportstore.com
CUTTING EDGE ENT.
1803 Mission St, Ste. PMB546
Santa Cruz, CA 95060

CUBEX QUAD ANTENNA CO. |

V: 40 YEARS OF QUALITY ANTENNAS '
| SKYMASTER H.F. KITS FROM $295.95 |
|PRE-TUNED H.F. QUADS FROM $439.95
y | s From 2 Through 40 Meters
=N 2 METER 4 EL. PRE-TUNED $49.95 + S&H
6 METER 2 EL. PRE-TUNED 569.95 + S&H
BESTPRICES ON DQUBLE BRAIDED "DACRON" ANTENNA ROPE
visit our new web site http://www.cubex.com
Write Or Call For Free Catalog
228 HIBISCUS ST. « JUPITER, FL 33458
(561) 748-2830 = FAX: (561) 748-2831 §
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QSL Managers

3vacs DL1BDF JW/ES1AKMES1AKM
3wWeLI IK2DUW JWsDW LASDW
3W7CW SP5JTF JY4NE KBENAN
4D6BHBC  JA1HBC K1D W1DAD
4J4K PA3EPG KHO/JA4GXSJALGXS
4K5CW PA3EPG KHOF4ALNOJAIGXS
4K9C PA3EPG KHO/JNAAWWIALGXS
4N72Z YU7FiJ KHQAC K7ZA
4S70F KQUN LUTZUT1KY UT7UA
4S7VK DJ9zZB LZOA LZ1KDP
4T4AHW  OA4AHW MJBASP FSSHQ
SN3CPR  SPSCPR ODsIU LX1NO
S5P1ER MOAXP OK9GLX OK2AOP
5RBFU SM5DJZ OL2000  OK1MD
5R80 5R8FL P29CC Kiwy
5T5YD/P F6FYD PA/ONSFP/P ONSFP
5X1GS WB2YQH PJ2MI wacQ
7Q7K2Z JA2LZF PR8CBS K2AP
7S2000M SM7TZK PYQFT JATELY
TXBAD EA4URE R1AND DLSEBE
7X2R0O OM3CGN SQ7UN ZP6CU
8P9EM G3VBL S21YT JA7TKXD
8P9HW G410Q S790K OK1TD
9K2GS W6EYJ Si4SSA SM4AIO
SL1GG (1980)ZP6CU SMaT SM2EZT
IM2JIMETU JITETU SN200OC SPIPKZ
9M6BG VR2BG SP2000S SP5ZCC
9M6CTT JABCCL T20CK HBSBCK
9N7RB WA4FOA T94KU YO34wW
SvViYC AASBT TA2FE KK3S
Ad1KY NSFTR TGYANG pirate
AX2000 VK2PS TI9DX pirate
BA4CH BY4AOM TT8FC EA4AHK
C21JH VK2GJIH UA2FO DL1FCM
C56/G2YT G2YT UKBLA RW3RM
CN2UN ZP6CU UK8OM IK2QPR
CO8EJ EA5KB UN7EG DLBKAC
CP6XE IKESNR UP2000OL UN7LZ
CT3/DKIBT DK1BT V26JT K3JT
CT3/DL3DXXDL3DXX V47SS DL2MDZ
CT3/SMOJHFSMOJHF Va7UY KJauy
DL2GG/YV5 DJ7A0 V51HK DL60OBS
DU1LASFHALASFHA VE20DX VE2STN
E20HHK E21EIC VKOCEH AA4EH
E20RRW  E21EIC vQsQM WaQmMm
E29DX HS@GBI VRI7BG VR28BG
ED1SJC  EA1URS VR98BG VR2BG
ED6JN EABJN VS6BG VR2BG
EDBLPH  EASURT VS6UP VR2BG
ER2000A ER1DA VS96BG VR2BG
EY1HQ DJIMM VS97BG VR2BG
EYBJJ LA5JX VU2HR2000VU2J0S
EY8ZC EY8DV W3M WIKSZ
EZ3A EZBCQ WS5AA/TIE WS5AA
FK8GM WB2RAJ XE2NJ F6FNU
FM/F2JD FEAJA XV3AA JABUGH
FM5GU/ KUsC XV7AAZ IN3QBR
FO5RA KM5M XW3QBR  IN3ZNR
FO8Z W9ZGU XW3ZNR  IN3ZNR
HBO/DM2AUJDM2AUJ XX9TDM VR2BG
HG1000 HASKDQ YBOABB  MOCMK
HIBLFE AD4Z YB3ZMI 1Z8CCW
HS@ZCW  K4vuD YB5QZ W3HNK
HS4BPQ E21EIC YC3DIK 1Z8CCW
HZ1AB K8PYD YNSHAU HR1RMG
19ZKZ 10ZKZ YO5TP GI4GTY
V4T IKAMTF YU2000A YU1FJK
IY4FGM IK4UPU YUBOXDA RW3AH
J2BEX FB1BON YZ30AA YZ1AA
J38DX K1KI ZC4GL KF4UCH
JB/LA4LN LA4LN ZF2DR K5RQ
JDIBCK  JM1TUK ZP6CW ZP6CU
JQ1SUOMD1JQISUO ZP6GG ZP6CU

3D2DIBill, P.O. Box 184, Suva, Fiji Islands

5R8FLP.0. Box 5005, Tananarive, Madagascar

A45XRChris Dabrowski, P.O. Box 2038, CPO 131, Oman

A92ZECapt. Jullus Gostel Jr., PSC 451, Box 1198, FPO
AE 09834, USA

AA4EHEd Hula, 1776 Peachtree St., Suite 410N, Atlanta,
GA 30309, USA

BA4DWDavid Y. J. Zhou, P.O. Box 040-088, Shanghai,
200040, China

DL2MDZRainer Kuehnberger, Hofer Str. 54, D-95233
Heimbreahts, Germany

DLSEBEDominik Wele!, Johannes-Meyer-Str. 13, D-49808
Lingen, Germany

DU9BCDPaul C. Dagondon, Kuguita, Mambajao, 9100
Camiguin Island, Philippines

E21EICChamp C. Muangamphun, P.O. Box 1090 Kasetsart,
Bangkok 10903, Thailand

FBAUSSerge Soulet, Les Hautes Rivieres, F-79800 Sainte-
Eanne, France

F6AUSSerge Soulet, P.O. Box 54, F-79402 Saint-Malxent-
L'Ecole, France

FB1BONPatrice Brechet, P.O. Box 522, 85305 Challans
CX, France

HC2BEVAlex Otto Ogorodov Rafalsky, Correo Central,
Provincia Guayas, Ecuador

HR1RMGRene Mendoza Garay, P.0. Box 1000, San Pedro
Sula, Honduras

HSOGBICherdchai Yiwlek, P.O. Box 9, MAptaphut LE.,
Raygong 21151, Thailand 2

{ZBCCWP.O. Box 360, 87100 Cosenza - CS, Italy

JA4GXSKenji Sasaki, 2-15 Ishikannon-cho, Yamaguchi-city,
753-0038 Japan

JABGXKMasafumi Ishihara, 493-4 Koba-Cho, Fukue,
853-0033 Japan

JA7KXDJunji Ogawa, 2-3-51, Kimachidori, Aoba-ku, Sendai-
city 980-0801, Japan

JI3DSTTakeshi Funaki, 2-18-26 Hannan-cho, Abeno-ku,
Osaka-city, Osaka 545-0021, Japan

JK7TKEKoji Fukui 1840-5, lzumi-cho, Tokorozawa-city,
Saitama 359-1112, Japan

JM1TUKKazuyoshi Nasu, 3-12-11-201, Oda Kawasaki-Ku,
Kawasaki 2100846, Japan

JQ1SUOEIji Shinoda, 3-3-17, Tomisato, Kashawa-City,
Chiba 277-0081, Japan

K1KITom Frenaye, P.O. Box 386, West Suffield, CT 06093

LASFHASvein Olav Brobakken, P.O. Box 15, 2838 Snent-
ingdal, Norway .

OA4AHWManuel Basurco C., Bronsino 626, Lima 41, Peru

OD5NHPuzant Azirnian, P.O. Box 80903, Beirut, Lebanon

PA3EPGBen van Leeuwen, Zwolseweg 57, 8181 AC Heerde,
The Netherlands

RA@JXVladimir |. Babynin, P.O. Box 1, Zeya-3, Amurskaya
Obl., 676342 Russia

RA1QQNick A. Smerdov, P.O. Box 24, Cherepovets, 162627,
Russia

SM5DJZJan Hallenberg, Vassunda Andersberg, SE-741
91 Knivsta, Sweden

VE2STNRichard G. Desaulniers, 461, Romeo, Ste-Dorothee,
Laval, Quebec, Canada H7X 1R2

VK4EJBernie Mctvor, 30 Brennan Parade, Strathpine 4500,
Australia

VP8DCDP.O. Box 260, MPA, Falkland Islands

VR2BGBrett Graham, P.O. Box 12727, Hong Kong

W1DADPeter Schipelliti, 7 Dearborn Ridge Rd, Atkinson,
NH 03811, USA

W3HCCarl F. McDaniel, 2116 Reed Street, Williamsport,
PA 17701-3904, USA

W3HNKJoseph Arcure Jr., P.O. Box 73, Edgemont, PA
19028, USA

WIZGUCarl Taylor, 3871 SW 31 Street, Hollywood, FL
33023, USA

WA70BHLee Graves, 4341 SE Satinleat Place, Stuart,
FL 34997, USA

becial Events

Spring Training Camp

Port St. Lucie, FL. ARA will operate
special event station K4PSL to com-
morate the arrival of the New York
Mets for the spring training camp.
Daily operation from 1-10 March,
1700-2100Z. Suggested frequencies
are: 14.050, 14.230,21.230 and 28.350
MHz. Certificates are available from
Dr. Maurice Sasson, 8590 Florence
Drive, Port St. Lucie, FL 34952.

To subscribe call: 1-877-472-8643

Cherry Blossom Festival

The Macon ARC will operate
special event station W4BKM
1500-2200UTC 17 Mar. at the 19th
annual Cherry Blossom Festival in
Macon, GA. Suggested frequencies
are: 14.240, 21.335 and 28.390 MHz.
Certificates are available by sending
your QSL and a ( X 12 SASE to
Macon ARC, P.O. Box 4862, Macon
GA 31208.




FCC looks at repéater interference

rue to a promise he made
in 1999, the FCC’s Riley
Hollingsworth has taken up
the cause of repeater versus
repeater and other related interference
problems. Speaking late November
2000 on his Rain Report enforcement
log, the agency’s chief Amateur Radio
rules enforcer says that it’s paying off.
“This past period was an active one.
In the repeater area especially. We
confirmed the voluntary shutdown of
an uncoordinated repeater operating
on AM in Coventry, CT. K1JCL
was operated by Alan Koepke. Mr.
Koepke will seek coordination of the
repeater. In the mean time it stays

off,” Hollingsworth said. The agency |

had information the repeater was
interfering with other repeaters in
Massachusetts, and New York.

In another repeater related issue,
Hollingsworth said that his office had
opened an inquiry into the operation
of the K6POU repeater near Walnut
Creek, California. He said extensive
monitoring showed numerous alleged
rule violations and a shortage of control
operators. He also noted that he had
allegations of unusual bandwidth and
spurs from the K6POU repeater.

Hollingsworth noted that his office
had similar issues with two other
repeaters. There were allegations of
interference from N2JTI in Haver-
straw, New York, to repeaters in Law-
renceville, New Jersey. His office
also opened an inquiry into the opera-
tion of the WR2MSN repeater in
Yonkers, New York to “get to the
bottom” of an interferance problem
with a coordinated repeater operating
under the call sign W20QK.

Each system license holder was given
the customary 30 days from receipt
of letters from the FCC to respond.
Hollingsworth indicated that we can
expect more repeater related enforce-
ment in the coming months.

ISS on the air

Amateur radio took another giant
step on 13 November. That’s when
the crew aboard International Space

FM, Repeaters & VHF

Station Alphd plugged in their gear
and went on the air, holding their first
voice QSOs from orbit.

Operating on their standard down-
link frequency of 145.800 MHz, cos-
monauts Sergej Krikalev, USMIR,
and Yuri Gidzenko joined their
Commander, Bill “Shep” Shepherd,
KD5GSL, in a first check-out while

. flying over Russia. They contacted sta-

tion R3K. Sergej Samburov, RV3DR,
the Russian ARISS liaison respon-
sible for installing much of the gear
aboard Alpha, and Vladimior Zagainov,
UA3DKR, a training officer, made the
first engineering check. They were
joined in greeting the space ship by
Eugene Labutin, RA3APR, President
of AMSAT Russia. Signals were loud

| and clear both ways — an outstand-

ing achievement using 5 watts to a
temporary antenna on the outside of
the station.

Then it was on to the U.S. for

the next major contact, with station
NN1SS at the Goddard Space Flight

| Center, in Greenbelt, Maryland. Frank
. Bauer, KABHDO, who heads the |

ARISS Administrative team, described
the contact at Goddard as one of the
most thrilling days of his life, especially
when Shep told him the reception
aboard Alpha was crystal clear.

The Goddard contact was followed
by WS5RRR at the Johnson Space

| Center in Houston, where more defini-

tive engineering tests were run.
And why, you may ask, is all this so
important? Because it is the culmina-

| tion of a four year effort by dozens of

dedicated Hams, and the realization
of a dream. Because the International
Space Station is a multi-nation effort,
manned presence in space for the
foreseeable future on a continuous

handhams
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o License manuals and books on tape
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courage
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Bill Pasternak, WAGITF

basis is a virtual certainty. The many
nations taking part can look forward
to many contacts in many modes as
time goes by — contacts with schools,
families and all of us Hams “on the
street.” — K6DUE

How to contact ISS

Here are three tips from N7JGW to
try and find the ISS when they are not
doing general QSOs with amateurs.

1. Monitor 143.625. N7JGW says
that he noticed on 2 passes near Hous-
ton, as Alpha came above the horizon
in Seattle they were transmitting a
continuous signal on 143.625, with
an open mike. A brief QSO (in Rus-
sian) occurred, then the signal was
abruptly cut off. A short time later
KD5GSL appeared on 2M in QSO
with W5RRR.

2. Search between 145.800 and
145.995. Maybe they will use a freq. in
this part of the band, maybe not.

3. If KD5GSL wants to have a gen-
eral QSO and work a pileup, Kerwin
believes he will show up on 145.800
and call CQ. If he wants to have a
pre-arranged chat with a friend, or
family member via W5RRR, he most
likely will show up on some frequency
other than 145.800.

High speed SSB

The concept you are about to read
came as the result of the following
short note posted on the VHF reflector
by Dave Parker KG4FTA. It deals
with a topic rarely discussed in print
— High Speed SSB.

Dave wrote, “Here it is in a nutshell
— high speed CW (HSCW) operates
by taking CW and speeding it up many
times. Why not record SSB voice, and
do the same thing?

Speed it up, using CoolEdit or a
similar program, and slow down when
receiving. That would admittedly, not
work as well as HSCW, but might
be fun to play with, especially for the
bigger stations.”

Boy did this bring back memories of
an era gone bye. We (the pejorative
“we”) were doing just that back in the
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1960’s using tape recorders into our
SSB radios of the time. Here’s how
it worked.

In my case, I used a Wollensak

T-1500 recorder/player. I would record |

my “CQ” or other transmission at 3
inches per second and play it back into
my Swan 250C at 7 inches per second.
Receive was recorded at 7 IPS and
then played back at 3 IPS. It worked
— kind of. The big problem was the
phase and frequency shift in the audio

that made those of us playing this high |

speed SSB “game” sound a lot like
David Seville’s “Chipmunks.” In fact,
my tape recorder was known in local
New York City 6-meter circles by the
nickname of “Alvin.”

You do know who Alvin is, don’t you?
No? OK. A quick trip back in time.
Alvin was one of three “characters”

called the “Chipmunks.” They were

created in the 1950’s by songman/ |

engineer Ross Bagdasarian a.k.a. David
Seville using the studio facilities at
Liberty Records in Los Angeles.
According to a web posting, The Chip-
munks were an entertainment novelty
born from Bagdasarian’s fascination
with tricks and recording techniques.
Among them was a procedure called
“up-speeding,” which is not much
different than what we 6-meter SSB

Hams were doing on the air only a few |

short years later.

In reality, all three “Chipmunks” |

— Alvin, Theodore and Simon are

Bagdasarian’s voice recorded at one |

speed and played back several percent
faster. The complete story of this
very fascinating man and the technol-
ogy he introduced to the recording
industry can be found at: http://
www.tsimon.com/chipmunk.htm, but
back to Ham radio.

As 1 mentioned earlier, this simple
Wollensak-to-Swan 250 system kind
of worked, but it did have some definite
limitations. Operationally, it was a
nightmare and did not lend itself to
random QSO’s. Unless the station on
the “other end” knew what to listen
for, transmissions sounded like “Alvin”
doing an impersonation of “Donald
Duck.” Because of this, most QSO’s
were of an experimental nature and
planned in advance over the phone.
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Sometimes the phone line was kept

| open to get an immediate verbal |

“QSL‘”

The system was also very slow to
use. Then again, any linear recording
system is, with tape being among the
slowest. Unlike broadcast tape record-
ers, my little Wollensak’s “tape counter”
was, at best, a handy reference as to
where on the tape one was listening,
but not anywhere accurate enough
to cue back to the start of a short

recording. It could take a lot longer |

to find the beginning of a recorded
segment than to play it out. The
kindest word I can use to describe it
all is ‘cumbersome.’

There were also the technical prob-

lems. Aside from matching the line | 2 ¢
| station it cannot do that. And until

level out of the recorder to the mic

| level input of the Swan (a resistive

pad handled that) the primary dif-
ficulty was the 300 to 3000 Hz. (aprox)

passband (frequency response) of the |

Swan 250 C. As Ross Bagdasarian and

numerous others before and after him |

found out, when you double the speed
of an audio signal you also (almost)
double the frequency of the audio.
The Swan’s design just did not like
passing audio that was in the 600 to
6000 Hz range. I figure it actually
passed 600 to about 3200 Hz. which
made the system useable but far from
truly useful. Playing around with
the values of capacitors in the Swan’s
audio preamp stage helped a bit but

not enough to warrant continuation

| of the experiment. I was not about to

butcher the Swan just to sound like
a Chipmunk.

Now we must digress for a moment. |
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As many of you know, I work in broad-
cast television. The thing that pays my
salary is commercials. And the more
commercials that a station can put
into a programming break, the more
income for the station. But how do
you put more commercials into a show
that requires a specific amount of time
to air. Since most programming is on
videotape, there are really only two
ways. You can either remove program
material or speed up the tape.

While it sounds simple, it really
isn't. First of all, many producers and
program syndicators frown on a station
editing down a program to make more
time for local commercial insertion.
In fact, almost all programming comes
with a contractual clause that tells a

the mid-1980’s it was not possible
to speed up a videotape even a few
percent without changing the pitch of
the audio. That all changed when a
company called Eventide introduced a
“magic box” called the “Harmonizer.”

Without going into specific detail,
the Harmonizer was a device designed
to permit, among other things, chang-
ing the ‘speed’ of an audio signal while
retaining its ‘pitch.” Teamed with a pair
of 1” Type C broadcast videorecord-
ers, you could speed up a program a
few percent and record it on a new
tape without introducing very much
noticeable disturbance to the video
and none to the audio. Most stations
that used a Harmonizer to buy extra
commercial time only took out about
30 seconds per half hour, but that 30
seconds could equate into an additional
$5,000 to $10,000 or more in dally
income depending on the stations
market and rate card (the price charged
for airing a commercial).

Needless to say, the Harmonizer
quickly found a home in my industry.
And in the hey-day of up-speeding
programs, it was not uncommon to
hear broadcast engineers who were
also Hams joke about putting one on
a repeater so that a question could
be answered before it was completely
asked. (Don’t try to figure that one out.
It was never meant to be serious.) But
the more serious thinking amateurs
were given to using such a device for




speeding up weak signal SSB contacts.
Only their price, thousands of dollars,
kept any experimentation from taking
place.

Now fast forward our videotape of
life to today. Now there are all sorts
of audio workstation programs that
permit manipulating audio in just about
any way you can imagine. For under
a $100 you can slow it down, speed
it up, add echo, change its pitch and
what have you. Even the low priced
Goldwave audio editing program can
be used for this purpose since it permits
adjusting both the speed and the pitch
of the sound.

I use Goldwave to edit Newsline.
In our case its really a matter of insert-
ing “actuality sound” or “interview
sound” into a report (track) read by
our anchorman. We neither speed it
up nor slow it down — but we could
if we had to. And we could shave
off time without making an anchor
or reporter sound like one of Liberty
records Chipmunk offspring.

But one of these days I might use
it to give High Speed “Chipmunk”
SSB another try. It’s only a matter of
interfacing the audio card in the PC
to the mic in and speaker out on the
FT-847. Anyone else interested?

NZART on 440 MHz loss

New Zealand Amateurs probably
have little chance of holding onto
frequencies above 440 MHz. So
admits Allan Wallace, ZL1AMW, the
President of the New Zealand Amateur
Radio Transmitters. NZART is the
national society and Wallace has now
spoken out on the future of the 70
centimeter band in that nation.

The NZART and the nations Min-
istry of Economic Development have
been working for a year on the dif-
ficulties that the removal of Hams
from the spectrum would have on their
activities. ATV will be particularly
hard hit. The Ministry has published
new bandplans, and although the loss
above 440 is regarded as inevitable,
the matter is not yet fully resolved.
— Q-News

VHF society conference
The fifth annual SouthEastern VHF

FM, Repeaters & VHF

Society conference is slated for 20-21
April at the Holiday Inn Select-Brent-
wood, Nashville, TN. The program

will include presentations by antenna

specialist L. B. Cebik, WARNL, EME |

enthusiast Bob McGraw, K4TAX,
and many other VHF+ operators.

| In addition to the technical program/

presentations and conference proceed-
ings, there will be pre-amp noise figure
testing (50-1296 MHz.), antenna gain

measurements (144-2304 MHz.), the |

family program, a flea market, vendor
sales displays, the SVHFS auction,

annual business meeting, Saturday |

night banquet with a guest speaker,

K4UHF award presentation and many |

door prizes.

Reservations for the Holiday Inn
Brentwood may be made by contact-
ing the hotel at 615/373-2600. The
hotel web site is: http://www.hotel-
nashville.com/holidayinn/. The cut-
off date for group rate of $80.00 per
night is 2 March 2001. Mention the

SVHFS 2001 Conference to get the |

group rate
You can pre-register for the confer-
ence by completing the registration

form on the SVHFS web site at |

www.svhfs.org. To be added to the

| SVHFS mailing list contact Robin
| Midgett, KB4IDC, via e-mail at

|

KB4IDC®arrl.net. The SVHFS mail-

ing address is SVHFS Inc, PO. |

Box 1255, Cornelia GA 30531. —
KB4IDC

Dayton 2001
As you read this, the 2001 Dayton
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Hamvention is only a month or so
away. Unfortunately, as I write this
in late December 2000 our plans for
this years “Ham Radio Town Meeting”
have not yet been finalized. Actually,
I had most of the plans in place until
AMSAT-DL announced they had lost
contact with the new AO-40 satellite.

A good part of the Town Meeting
revolved around AO-40. Wether or
not it will be a part of the program is,
right now, in Gods hands. Lets all say
a prayer that AO-40 will recover from
what ails it and become an integral
pat of the 21st century Amateur Radio
scene.

So what will we talk about at this
years Ham Radio Town Meeting? We
will let you know in the May edition
which will hit your mailbox in late
April. Or better yet, be surprised.
Drop by the Hamvention on Saturday
19 May from 2 PM. to 4 PM. EDT
to find out.

A new family addition

We have saved the very best for
last. As regular readers know, we are
very lucky to have an extended family.
An important part of that unit is a
young woman who many of you will
remember from the 1987 ARRL Ham
radio promotional video titled “The
New World of Amateur Radio.” Back
then she was Kelly Howard, N6PNY
and over the years she became the
daughter that Sharon and I never had.

In 1990 Kelly met Steven Lenhert.
Not long after the two were married
and over the years there have been
two offspring. Michael is now 6 and
Aimee is 2. And on 15 December
2000 the Lenhert family expanded a
bit further with the arrival of Kelly and
Steven’s third child — a daughter they
named Amber Lynn.

Amber weighed in at 7 Ibs. and was
19” long when she made her debut.
Kelly says she has her eyes. I know
that you join with us in congratulating
Kelly and Steven on receiving this
beautiful holiday gift of new life from
the Almighty.

— Bill Pasternak, WAGITFE, can
be reached at: 28197 Robin awve.,
Saugus, CA 91350, or via e-mail at:
billwa6itf@aol.com. A
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Search And Rescue

Jerry Wellman, W7SAR

SAR potpourri

everal weeks ago there was
an emergency locator trans-
mitter (ELT) active in the
valley. Because I'm close to
one of the small airports in the valley,
I was asked to drive over and see if |
could receive the ELT signal. I swung I
into the parking lot, hopped out of |
the Jeep, and made a quick survey up ’
and down the ramp with my aviation
radio in hand. I quickly determined
the signal was not coming from this
airport. As I reached for my Amateur
Radio to call home to see if the signal
was still being heard, I discovered it
was no longer attached to my belt.

Fortunately the radio was found
under my Jeep where it had bounced
off my belt as I climbed out, presum-
ably bumping it on the doorframe. This
event led me to consider different ways
to attach a radio to my person to avoid
losing it. The upside of this experience |
is that it didn’t happen in the field and '
that the radio was found.

Digging through my shed, I found
the box of leather radio cases that I |
knew I'd someday need. Among the |
collection was a trusty, heavy-duty |
leather case I had once viewed as
something too well constructed for
every-day use. It’s a full leather case ‘
with a very secure belt connector.

It requires you to turn the radio
upside down to get it to detach from
the belt connector. I also found a case
made out of neoprene that Jooks pretty
secure as well.

Some years ago I ordered the “stan-
dard” metal belt clips for most of my
portables and abandoned the “old”
heavy-duty leather cases. I'm not sure
why I did this but must have had a
good reason at the time — it’s fortunate
I haven't lost any radios! As I looked
through a variety of catalogs and on-
line radio outlets, I located a variety
of cases that seem secure enough for
field use. Because radio is the essence
of our service, think how impaired
youd be if you reached down to relay
a critical message and discovered your
radio missing in thick underbrush or
heavy snow!
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An alternative to a good belt case
would be a “radio pocket” that’s part of
your parka or equipment vest or a chest
holder especially made for radio use. 1
have both available, depending on the
weather and need. I would suggest you
get in the habit of carrying the radio
in a good holster, as you never know
when the need will arise. When 1 left
the home for the airport, I was in the
habit of using the metal clip on the
radio and didn't give a secure holder a
second thought. Bad habits are hard to
break, so I'm removing the metal clips
from my radios, which will force me to
remember the correct belt case.

Demise of the HF net

An e-mail recently announced the
end of a Civil Air Patrol multi-state

HF-SSB radio net due to lack of !

interest and participation. I thought
how ironic that an Internet e-mail had
replaced radio to get the word out.
Over the past months I've noticed an
increase of activity on Amateur Radio
HF as operators obtain their General

and Extra Class licenses. During some -

of the recent power outages and severe
storms there has been significant
support of emergency management
agencies by Amateur Radio.

It’s sad to me that a group such as
CAP has lost much of their HF radio
capability. One key to keeping a net
vital to an organization is that it is
used and that operators feel needed.
I recall many times that CAP used
HF radio in support of multi-state
events and to relay radio traffic among
various squadrons. Today we use e-mail
because it is quicker and easier, but at
what cost? Because so many agencies
use Amateur Radio to augment their
communications needs, certainly the
argument can be made there is some
value in having HF capability.

One group I associate with discussed
the option of sending information
and training materials to members
via e-mail and then trashed the idea
when they realized that members may
be better informed, but it would cost
the group by eroding radio skills —
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the talent for which the group existed.
Another downside is that it causes
members NOT to rely on radio for
information and get out of the habit
of being on the air in the event of an
emergency notification.

Give some serious thought to how
well you use your radio network and
how well you use it to get information
to your members. I believe 1 made
the statement years ago that if you
ignore your radio operators, they’ll
g0 away.

A winter search

A couple of counties away from me,
SAR teans were active late one night
when some folks were lost while skiing
and snowmobiling, presumably in areas
they shouldn’t have been. It was a very
weary command post operator who
responded to a dispatch call that yet
another party was presumed lost in
the same area.

What caught my attention was some
traffic between a staging area command
post and a helicopter. The chopper
needed some on-scene information
and the staging area said they had
no communications with their deploy-
ment coordinator in the mountains.
The area isn't so remote that there isn’t
Amateur Radio coverage into their
deployment area and it was apparent
that use of this service would have been
of great benefit. It often amazes me that
an agency will overplan every aspect
of public service and then allow some
salesman to do their communications
planning.

A recent internet discussion asked
how many agencies made use of Ama-
teur Radio and I was pleasantly sur-
prised to discover how many rely
heavily on this service, and how many
rely not just on 2-meter VHE, but on
HF, UHF, packet, and even television.
Many groups maintained a significant
cache of immediately available equip-
ment including portable repeaters,
yagi antennae, batteries, and tower
masting. I might make a suggestion
as one way to get the attention of a

local agency. Approach them by asking




them to pose, for your solution, a
communications problem they have
recently faced.

It’s always a good idea to invite local
officials to observe your training and
exercises, but they’ll have increased
interest if you show how you can solve
a communications problem they have
experienced. It’s important that you
don’t boast in your ability to one-up
their communications team, but show
how you can augment and fit in with
their existing operation. The key is
to enhance and improve, not put your
nose in the air and claim superiority.

Idiot proof?

I was sent a quote from a discussion
concerning standardized connectors.
It is worth repeating.

“We all know it isn’t idiot proof, but
we like to assume that WE aren’t idiots
and the people we work with aren’t
idiots, so we don't really need to make
all the components idiot-proof. Now if
we really think about it, I suspect most
of us can recall experiences that don’t
totally support that assumption; but if
you make a system totally idiot-proof,
only an idiot would be willing to use
it. As you correctly point out, we can’t
legislate stupidity out of existence —
and we can't totally design it out of our
hardware either.”

Well said! It’s important to keep our
systems less-complex but silly to expect
that everything we do can be reduced
to an idiot-proof configuration. There
is some expectation of skill not only to
solve problems but also to intelligently
handle the task of communicating.
I often think that by trying to come
up with a policy or procedure for
everything, we rob our people of their
ability to think and react to a situa-
tion at hand. After all, we want some
level of skill from our people and our
standards and expectations should
reflect that.

Speéaking of standard connectors,
there are rumors that the ARRL will
abandon the molex connector as their
recommended item and will hop on
board with the Anderson PowerPole
connector. (If my sources are not
correct, I hope someone at ARRL
will give serious consideration of the

PowerPole.)

A command post repeater?

A non-ham reader asked me whether
or not their agency would be well
served to purchase a portable repeater
that they would install in their mobile
command post. Bless his heart, it’s
amazing what some companies will do
to make a sale. The reader was under
the impression it would increase the
range of their mobiles and portables
and enhance their field communica-
tions.

Over the course of the e-mail
exchange, I asked if the suggestion
had been made concerning height of
antenna and placement of the repeater.
Nothing had been suggested so we
began corresponding with some basics
such as height advantage, coverage
area, quality of antenna, etc. This reader
had been told, correctly, that a repeater
would extend radio range, but some
of the facts had been omitted such as
repeater placement advantage.

This is another area Amateur Radio
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| 450 P public agencies, as a buffer
to which questions can be posed and
solutlons suggested when changes
are pondered to communication sys-
tems. It’s amazing what ideas will be
given when a group of experienced
operators gather to assist the poor
agency administrator who has no radio

. knowledge.

| A final thought

During the ice storms in the mid-
west, one HF operator provoked a
laugh when he said it was sure cold in
his shack. He went on to explain that

| he and his wife were in the midst of a

| discussion as to the best application of
their portable generator. Apparently
she wanted to power a small heater
and he wanted to power his radio gear.
I never did hear what they decided on,
because he abruptly went off the air.

Until next month, best wishes from
Salt Lake City.

— Jerry Wellman, W7SAR, can be
reached by sending mail to: P.O. Box
11445, Salt Lake City, UT 84147, or be
e-mail at: jw@deme'ws com. 2

FCC announces new
address to overnight
fees

There’s a new address to submit fees
via overnight courier to the FCC’s
fiscal agent, Mellon Bank. The bank
has moved its Global Cash Manage-
ment headquarters to a new Client
Service Center, where all of the FCC’s
fee-related applications are processed.
Only Mellon Bank’s street address will
change. The FCC says the following
address should be used for all over-
night deliveries: Federal Communica-
tions Commission, ¢/o Mellon Bank,
Mellon Client Service Center, 500
Ross St, Room 670, Pittsburgh, PA
15262-0001. The FCC lockbox address
to receive routine vanity fees has
not changed. Applicants may submit
FCC Form 605, FCC Form 159 (Fee
Remittance form) and the required
application fee to the FCC Bank
Contractor address at: FCC Wireless
Bureau Applications, POB 358130,
Pittsburgh PA 15251-5130. — FCC,
ARRIL Letter
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Chasing new counties

everal years ago, I had a part-

time business as a mobile

disc jockey for parties and

weddings. I learned from
playing music that the old cliché is
true, “you can't please everyone!” There
was always one person (okay, maybe
it was more than one), who didn’t like
the choice of music I was playing and
was quick to point out that the song
they liked was guaranteed to fill the
dance floor. What I learned was to
try and satisfy the majority of people
and not to cater to a couple “odd”
requests.

As a county hunter and columnist
I've also learned that I can’t please
everyone. Some folks would like to see
this column used for certain topics.
When I write these columns I don’t
have a dance floor in front of me to
give me immediate feedback on what's
working and what’s not. The feedback
I get on my columns is few and far
between. Now I know there are a
couple of you who read the column
— I just don’t always hear from you,
and that’s okay!

So when 1 do get feedback, I stop and
think if this feedback is representative
of my readers. I'm prompted to write
this because I got some interesting
feedback from my November 2000
column about how many counties
should county hunters hunt for the
USA Counties Award (USA-CA)
offered by CQ magazine and the
Worked All Counties (WAC) award

offered by the Mobile Amateur Radio
Awards Club (MARAC).

To summarize that article, I proposed
that county hunters should hunt 3,141
counties not the 3,076 counties that
CQ and MARAC say we should hunt.
Needless to say this ruffled a few
feathers. My reasoning was based
on the fact that our government,
namely the Census Bureau, tracks
3,141 “statistically equivalent entities”
for their county total. This includes
3,006 counties, 64 Louisiana parishes,
43 independent cities (MD, MO, NV,
and VA),"16 boroughs (AK), 11 census
areas (AK), and Washington DC. The
bottom line was I was questioning the
status quo of how we count counties
in Alaska and the independent cities
of Virginia.

So what about the positive feedback I
received? The first comment I received
was from Andy, W3XE. Andy called
the article “required reading” and
questioned if MARAC was ready to

start recognizing the true number of

-counties in the USA and if the county

hunters “really wanted to work all the
USA counties.” The second positive
comment I received was from Craig,
KLA4E. Being from Alaska, Craig was
very supportive of the change. In his
words, “the public should be protected
from people who think that a parish
is a county, but a borough is not.” He
believed the obvious answer was to
use the divisions established by the
Bureau of the Census as the defining
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standard for entities that qualify for the
county hunter certificates. Although
Sonny, W5VDW, believed we were
continuing to go over “old ground,” he
also believed that counties recognized
by the U.S. Census Bureau was a good
start for determining the number of
counties we hunt.

Yes, I received negative feedback too!
Very active county hunters believed I
was rabble rousing, wasting newspaper
ink, and really not serious. They all
thought the awards should stay at
3,076 counties. One county hunter
thought it should stay that way because
of tradition — since the first USA-CA
award this is how we count counties.
The same county hunter thought this
would make the award too hard to earn
and would be a major “turn-oft” to
many county hunters.

Another county hunter did not like
that I proposed counting boroughs,
census areas and DC and said that
there were errors in the article (like
forgetting about Puerto Rico, the
Virgin Islands, Guam, etc). On one
hand, he believed I erred in forgetting
the rest of the U.S. territories (to
include indian reservations, military
bases, etc). And on the other hand he
stated making radio contact with the
Alaskan boroughs and census areas
would be impossible and require mobile
operators to either go “air mobile” or
“dog sled” mobile to reach half the
boroughs in Alaska. He suggested that
someone should offer another award
for contacting 3,141 county entities,
but the USA-CA and WAC awards
should not be changed.

A third county hunter suggested
that if someone wanted to contact all
the boroughs in Alaska, all the official
counties in the USA, Puerto Rico,
Guam, etc, then they should just do it.
He believed that changing MARAC’s
awards would cheapen every number
issued prior to a change.

A fourth county hunter reminded me
that county hunting is a “fun” hobby
and not something that needs a lot of
analysis, legal opinions, or whatever else
it was I was trying to convey. He told




me that the topic was discussed at the

- 3M county hunters, mini-convention
in November and it was generally |

agreed that I wasn’t too serious and
that I was just writing a column — and
wasting paper and ink. The bottom line
of the comment was CQ established
the rules over 30 years ago and they've
worked pretty good so far.

So, was I serious? The answer is yes
—and no! But first let me bring up
another topic.

New Minnesota county —
not!

Sometimes actions to create a new
county fail. Pine County, Minnesota, is
located 65 miles north of Minneapolis.
The Committee for Change, a group of
Pine City area residents, announced a
proposal in July 2000 to create Pioneer

County, composed of Pine County’s |

southern-most 14 townships and the
cities of Pine City, Hinckley and Rock
Creek. The Committee for Change
was successful in getting the necessary
signatures, over 3,500, on a petition
to put the question on the November
2000 ballot. However, according to
the Pine City Pioneer, the county’s
newspaper for over 100 years, the

proposal to split Pine County failed |

dramatically in the November election.
With over 90 percent voter turnout
in every precinct in Pine county, the
movement to create Pioneer County
received around 2,000 votes, nearly all

of them in Pine City and surrounding |
townships. Over 7,000 voters rejected

the proposal. In some northern town-
ships, not a single vote was cast in
favor of the split.

Looking through the articles in the
Pine City Pioneer online site, there
was plenty of debate between the Pine
County residents about this issue.
Apparently there has been a feud in
the county for decades between the
northern part and the southern part
of the county. This effort to secede
from the county did not heal any
wounds, rather it probably opened
more wounds. However, Cindy Rolain,
Editor for the Pine City Pioneer, says,
“the idea lost at the polls, but succeeded
in a quest to re-establish democracy
in Pine County.”

New Colorado county

On 15 November 2001, all areas
within the Colorado city of Broomfield
will be detached from the other four
counties in which it is presently located
(Adams, Boulder, Jefferson, and Weld),
and will become the boundaries of
the city and county of Broomfield.
This will make Broomfield the 64th
Colorado county and the 13th largest
county in the state. This all came

about because the Colorado voters |

approved an amendment to the state
constitution at the 3 November 1998
statewide election. 61% (552,397)

of the statewide voters favored the |

amendment. It has been almost 100
years since a Colorado city, Denver,
became a combined city and county.
It will be three years between when
the voters approved the amendment

and when Broomfield becomes a city |

and county. Many community mem-
bers, the Broomfield Connection, Broom-
field residents, the Mayor and the
City Council played a role prior to

the election in placing the City and |

County of Broomfield issue on the
ballot.

If you would like to learn more
about the City and County of Broom-
field, check out the following web
site: http://www.ci.broomfield.co.us/
county/citycounty.shtml.

Currently there are 3,076 counties
according to CQ magazine and
MARAC. More than likely, CQ maga-
zine will adjust the number of counties

and MARAC will follow. That would |
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make the total 3,077 counties required
for the USA-CA and WAC awards.

New California county

" There was also a proposal earlier in
2000 to create High Desert County
out of part of Kern County, California.
The idea never received enough votes
to get on the November ballot.

So why do I take the time (waste
paper and ink?) to share with you the
trials and tribulations of individual
state’s efforts to add counties? The
point is a state can add a county and
when there is a new county, we add
it the list of counties we hunt. The
addition of Broomfield County will
cause us to hunt 3,077 counties, rather
than 3,076. Adding counties does
not cheapen the award for previous
recipients and we eertainly don’t make
people who already have the awards
resubmit an application with another
county contact.

Why is it then that some county
hunters worry that changing the
“entities” we count for the counties
award would cheapen earlier county .
hunter accomplishments? Certainly
we don't think early DX century club
(DXCC) pioneers, awards were cheap-
ened because the ARRL changed their
DXCC rules in 2000 and now there are
new DX entities to contact. Making
contacts with all 334 DXCC entities
is very difficult and may take a lifetime
to achieve. Should hunting counties
be so “easy” that a county hunter can
contact all 3,076 counties 9 times in 9
years? That’s exactly what one county
hunter has achieved.
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Proposal

Sometimes I write columns to make |

people think a little, question the status
quo, even if they disagree. I do agree
that counting boroughs, census areas,
and independent cities would make

Muddylng the waters
Just to muddy the waters, I found a
website for the National Association
of Counties, www.naco.org/counties/

| general/print.htm, which lists the

the USA-CA and WAC awards more |

difficult and quite possibly could “turn-
oft” some potential county hunters.
What I would like to see CQ magazine
and MARAC consider if they do not
change the USA-CA and the WAC
awards, 1s to recognize that the U.S.
government counts counties differently

number of counties as 3,066. It appears
they count Louisiana parishes and
Alaskan boroughs, but they do not
count the counties of Connecticut
and Rhode Island, nor DC or any
independent cities.

If you check out “Gateway to Coun-

| ties,” at: www.capitolimpact.com/gw/

than they do and consider adding |

another award for the county hunter.

MARAC certainly has a lot of county |

hunter awards, some with names like
the Master County Hunter and the
Master County Hunter Gold. It seems
it would be very easy for MARAC to
add an award, County Hunter Top
Gun, County Hunter Honor Roll,

Extreme County Hunter or something |

equally stupendous to entice county
hunters to hunt 3,141 counties. My
personal opinion is it would be very
difficult to convince the county hunter

community that they should hunt |

3,141 counties for USA-CA or WAC;
however, I believe adding an additional
award is warranted and should be
considered.

counties.html, you’ll see they count
3,143 counties.

In their words, “if you include the
census areas in Alaska and the inde-
pendent cities in Maryland, Missouri,
Nevada, Texas, and Virginia, there are
3,143 counties in the United States.”
Huh? I didn’t know Texas had inde-
pendent cities!

If you’re new to county hunting,
give a listen to the county hunter nets
on 14.336 MHz and 14.0565 MHz.
For additional information, check out
http://www.countyhunter.com on the
internet. 73 Ace N3 aha!

— Ace Jansen, N3AHA, our enticing
county hunting columnist can be reached

| by mail to: 42857 Hollywood Park Place,

Ashburn, VA 20147, or by e-mail to:
Jansens@tidalwave.net. A

Inside Amateur Radio

The following story has been excerpted from Inside Amateur Radio, by the late Lenore Jensen, W6NAZ.
The book can be purchased from Worldradio Books, PO. Box 189490, Sacramento, CA 95818. Price is
$9.00 plus $2.00 shipping and handling. CA residents please add 70¢ sales tax.

Over, under and out

€N OUr Servicemen were
in Viet-Nam, thousands
of ‘phone patches’ were
handled by amateurs
operating in the Military Affiliate
Radio System, MARS. The men were
permitted to place calls across the
ocean by radio, then linked by regular
telephone from the amateur operator
to wherever the family lived.

Gwen Rudolph, K6IHD, was such
a Ham operator.

“Of course, we handled countless
calls between man and wife, son and
mother, and often to the children. It
was necessary that each person say
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the magic word ‘over’ when he or she
wanted the other to speak so I could
turn a switch from transmit to receive.

“One day, a wife on this side said,
‘Dear, I have the children instructed
and they’re all going to say hello. I'll
put on the oldest, first.’

“So she did. The first one told his
father about his grade in arithmetic,
then said ‘over.” The next told about a
baseball game, ending with ‘over’ and
they kept getting younger.

“Finally, the littlest one came on,
saying, ‘Hewo, Daddy. I wuv you....
under?

“It made Daddy’s day.” o




Visit Your Local RADIO CLUB

ARIZONA
AT

Arizona Repeater Assoclation, Inc.
Operates 24 VHF-UHF rptrs. in AZ.
Meets 4th Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
2124 W. Cheryl Dr., Phoenix, AZ, North
entrance. Info:D. Baize (602) 542-7950
or:www.arizonarepeaterassociation
.org

Cochise Amateur Radio Assn.,
(CARA). Meets 1st Mon./monthly, 7:30
p.m. at club facility on Moson Rd., Si-
erra Vista, AZ. KTRDG/R 146.76(-) rptr.
PL162.2. 5/01

CALIFORNIA

Amador County Amateur Radlo
Club. P.O. Box 1094, Pine Grove, CA
95665. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Jackson Sr. Cntr., 229 New York
Ranch Rd., Jackson, CA. Info:
146.835(-). 501

Clairemont Rpt. Assoc. Meets bi-
monthly brkfst mtg, 3rd Sat./odd no.
months, Westminster, CA. Info: send
SASE to P.O. Box 7675 Huntington
Bch, CA 92615 or WEUTE in Call Bk.
Net ea. Tue., 7 p.m. 145.220(-)PL 103.5
in So. CA 3/01

Coachella Valley ARC. Box 11092,
Palm Desert, CA 92255-1092. Meets
2nd Wed./monthly, 6:30 p.m., Portola
Com. Cntr., 45480 Portola, Palm
Desert. Info: Bili Dews, (760) 346-8611.
Net Thurs. 7 p.m. 146.025(+) PL 107.2.
5/01

Livermore Amateur Radjo Klub,
{LARK). Meets 3rd Sat./monthly, 9:30
a.m., City Councit Chamber, 3575 Pa-
cific Ave., Livermore, CA. Net Mon.
1900 on 147.12(+). Info: LARK Sec.,
P.O. Box 3190, Livermore, CA 94551-
3190.(925)373-1386. 2/02

Los Banos Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 2nd Sat./monthly, 7 p.m., Los
Banos Police Admin. Annex Bldg., 535
J St. Info: M. Germino, ADBAA, (209)
826-0903, E-mail: AD6AA@arrl.net.
Net 147.060(+) PL 107.2 every Thur. 7
p.m. Rpt. KBENMP 147.06(+) PL 107.2
& '444.00(+) PL 241.8. http://
www.qgsl.netlbarc/ 6/01

Motorcycling Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 2nd Sat./monthly, 8 a.m., Lake
View Cafe, 2099 E. Orangethorpe,
Placentia, CA, 91 Fwy/Lakeview. info:
R. Davis, KD6FHN, (949) 551-1036 or
(949) 551-2010. 5/01

Mount Diablo Amateur Radio Club.
P.O. Box 23222, Pleasant Hill, CA
94523. Meets 3rd Fri J/monthly, 7:30
p.m., Our Savior’s Lutheran Ch., 1035
Carol Ln, Lafayette, CA. Net Thurs.
7:30 p.m. on 147.06(+) PL 100Hz. Info:
(510) 932-6125. 8/01

North Hills Radio Club. Meets 2nd
Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m., SMUD Bidg.,
Don Julio & Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA.
Nets 8 p.m. Tue., (except 2nd Tue.) &
Thur., 145.190(-) PL 162.2 Hz. Info: B.
Gritfin, (916) 729-7117. E-mail:
dixdood@aol.com or nhrc@k6is.org 4/01

Cupertino ARES (CARES). Meets
1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Cupertino
City Hall, CA. Net each. Tues. 7:45 p.m.
on 147.57 simplex. EC - Jim Oberhofer,
KNBPE. www.zoy.net/CARES  6/01

Poinsettia ARC. Meets 1st Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., First Christian Ch.,
Telegraph Rd. & Teloma Dr., Ventura,
CA. Info J. Casper, N6PIQ, (805) 649-
144, 6/01

Downey Amateur Radlio Club Inc.,
W6TOI. Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 7:30
p.m., So. Middle Sch. cafetorium, 12500
S. Birchdale, Downey, CA. VHF net
WEGNS rptr. 146.175(+) Thurs.,7:30 p.m.
http//iwww.downeyarc.org. Info L. Vaughn,
kd6nzw at kdénzw@downeyarc.org
6/01

East Bay Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Al-
bany Sr. Cntr., 846 Masonic Ave., Al-
bany, CA. Info: S. Primbsch, (510) 741-
8227. 145.11(-) MHz. 9/01

El Dorado County Amateur Radio
Club. P.O. Box 451, Placerville, CA
95667. Meets 4th Tues./monthly, 7:15
p.m., Federated Church, 1031 Thomp-
son Way, Placer- ville. Web: hhp:/
edcarc.tripod.com. Net: Thurs., 7:30
p.m. 147.825(-) PL 82.5 6/01

Fresno Amateur Radio Club. Meets
2nd Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Ernie Pyle
School, 4140 N. Augusta, Fresno, CA.
146.94(-) 223.94(-). 1/02

Golden Empire Amateur Radio So-
clety, (VEC). P.O. Box 508, Chico, CA
95927. Club call WERHC, rptr. 146.85(-).
Meets: 3rd Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at
345 Cherry St. (Library Rm.), Chico. 5/01

Golden Triangle Amateur Radio
Club. P.O. Box 1335, Wildomar, CA
92595. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Rancho Water Dist., 42135 Win-
chester Rd., Temecula, CA. Rptr:
W6GTR 146.805 (-) PL 100. Info: H.
Wijma, AC6VN, (909) 693-2383. E-
mail: acévn@cs.com. Web: http:/
www.gsl.net/gtarc 9/01

River City A.R.C.S. Meets 1st Tues./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., SMUD Bldg., Don
Julio at Elkhorn, Sacramento, CA. Li-
cense classes offered. info: (916) 492-
6115, 10/01

Sacramento ARC. Mests 2nd Wed./
monthly, 7 p.m. Sac. Blood Ctr., 32nd
St. & Stockton Bivd., Sacramento, CA.
Info net, noon on rptr. WEAK/R 146.91(-).
T. Preston, KC6EO, (916) 722-9358 or
L. Ballinger, WAGEQQ. (916) 393-4775.
4/01

Shasta Cascade Amateur Radio
So- clety, (SCARS). P.O. Box 493549,
Redding, CA 96003. Meets: 3rd Wed./
monthly (Sep-May), 7:30 p.m. at the
C.D.F. Conf. Rm. Grape St., near
Parkview Ave., Redding, CA. Net
146.64, Wed., 8 p.m. 3/01

Slerra Foothills ARC. P.O. Box 1005,
Newcastle, CA 95658. Meets 2nd Fri./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Auburn Library
(Beecher Rm.), 350 Nevada St. Thurs.
nets 7:30 p.m. 145.430(-) PL 94.8.
6/01

Sonoma County Radio Amateur,
Inc. WELFJ, P.O. Box 116, Santa Rosa,
CA 95402. (707) 579-9608. Meets 1st
Wed./ monthly, 7:30 p.m., Agilent Tech.,
1400 Fountain Grove Pkwy, Santa
Rosa. Net ea. Tues. 7 p.m., WASON.
Rptr. 146.73)-) PL 88.5. www.cds1.net/
scra 2/02

South Bay ARC. P.O. Box 536, Tor-
rance, CA 90508. Meets 3rd Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Torrance Memoria!
Hosp., 3330 Lomita Blvd., Torrance,
CA. Talk-in on WBBMYD rpt. 244.38(-).
Info: (310) 328-0817. 8/01

Stanisiaus Amateur Radlo Assoc.,
Inc. (SARA). P.O. Box 4601, Modesto,
CA 95352. Meets 3rd Tues.’monthly,
7:30 p.m., Modesto Police N/E area
Substation, 3705 Oakdale Rd.
Modesto. Net 1.2+4 Tues. 7:30 p.m.
145.390(-)PL136.5 2/02

Tehachapi-Southern Sierra ARS.
Meets 2nd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., ex-
cept July, 125 East F St., Tehachapi,
CA (Veteran's Hall). Info: KD6KMN,
(661) 822-5995. www.ssars. net,
147.06(+), 224.42(-) PL 156.7. Pkt 145.
090(S) connect to W6PVG-7. ARES
nets 7 p.m. 147.51(S) Mon. 1/02

Tri-County Amateur Radio Assoc.
P.O. Box 75, Claremont, CA 91711-0075.
Meets: 2nd Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Brackett Airport, Pilot's Lounge in Adm.
Bldg., La Verne, CA. info: Aivin, W6EKZ
at wbekz@arrl.net or (909) 622-9930
2/02

Trinity County ARC. P.O. Box 2283,
Weaverville, CA 96093. Meets 2nd
Wed./monthly, County School. ‘Adm.
Buillding, Weaverville, 7:30 p.m. Rptrs:
WAGBXN 146.73(-) PL 85.4, WEHOR
146.925(-) PL 85.4. http://www.
tcoe.trinity.k12.ca.us/~tcarc 2/02

United Radio Amateur Club, K6AA.
L.A. Maritime Museum, Berth 84, Foot
of 6th, San Pedro, CA 90731. Meets
3rd Fri./monthly (except Dec.}, 7:00
p.m. Monitors 145.52 Simplex 10 a.m.-
5p.m. 8/01

Vaca Valley Radio Club. Meets 2nd
Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m. (Board mtg.,
7 p.m.) Vaca Fire Dist. Stn., Vine St.,
Vacaville, CA. Rptr. WD6BUS 145.47(-)
PL 127.3. Jim Bullington, (707) 446-
4347 8/01

Victor Valley Amateur Radio Club.
P.O. Box 869, Victorville, CA 92392.
Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7 p.m., The
Lewis Cntr, 20702 Thinderbird Rd.,
Apple Valley, CA. Talk-in 146.94(-), PL
91.5. Net Sun. 7 p.m. 146.94(-) 3/01

Westside Amateur Radio Club - Los
Angeles. P.O. Box 11092, Marina del
Rey, CA 90295. Meets 4th Tues./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., ARC Bidg., 11355
Ohio Ave., W. L.A., CA (VA Cntr.
grounds). Net Tues., 8 p.m. 147.195+,
PL100, except mtg. night. Website:
http://www.qgsl.net/waérc Messages:
(310) 848-1354 11/01

Willits Amateur Radio Society,
(WARS). P.O. Box 73, Willits, CA
95490. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7 p.m.,
Brooktrails Fire Dept. 2 NW Willits
http://www.saber.net/wars. Talk-in:
145.13(-), PL 103.5. 12/01

Yolo Amateur Radio Society. Meets
1st Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Davis
Explorit! Science Cntr, 3141 5th St.,
Davis, CA. Contact Dave Nishikawa,
KC6YFG, (916) 756-6375/Talk-in
144.430. 3/01

COLORADO

Boulder Amateur Radio Club
(BARC). Meets 3rd Tues./monthly,
7:00 p.m., NIST room 1107, 325 So.
Broadway, Boulder, CO. Talk-
in:146.70(-). Information: (303) 380-
6540, e-mail: BARC5Q@arrl.net or
www.thisistrue.com/barc.htmi 8/01

CONNECTICUT

Tri-City Amateur Radio Club. P.O.
Box 686, Groton, CT 06340-0686.
Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Red Cross Bldg., 150 Eugene O'Neill
Dr., New London, CT. info: B. Dargel,
KA1BB, (860)739-8016. 8/01

FLORIDA

Gulf Coast ARC. P.O. Box 595, New
Port Richey, FL 34656. Meets 4th Mon./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Marchman Tech.
Ed. Cntr., 7825 Campus Dr., Bidg. C,
Rm C122, New Port Richey. WA4GDN
rptrs. 146.67(-) & 145.33(-), servmg all
of Pasco County. /02

Port St. Lucle ARA. P.O. Box 7461,
Port St. Lucie, FL 34985. Meets 2nd
Fri./monthly, St. Andrews Lutheran
Church, 295 Prima Vista Bivd. Contact:
Roy Cox, (561) 340-4319. www.gsl.net/
pslara or 146.955-. 2/02

GEORGIA

Cherokee Capital ARS. Meets 3rd
Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Trinity Baptist
Church, 1170 Rome Road, SW (GA
Hwy 53) Calhoun, GA. 146.745(-). Info:
Fetton Floyd, AF4DN, (706) 629-0369.
www.qsl.net/kdwoc 1/02

Dalton Amateur Radio Club, Inc.,
(DARC). P.O. Box 143, Dalton, GA
30722-0143. Meets 4th Mon./monthly,
7:30 p.m., Magistrate Court Bldg., cor-
ner of Waugh St. & Thornton Ave.,
Dalton, GA. Info: Harold Jones, N4BD,
706/673-2291. 5/01

Gwinnett Amateur Radio Society,
(GARS). P.O. Box 88, Lilburn, GA
30048. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Gwinnett Central Baptist Church
on Gwinnett Dr., Lawrenceville, -GA.
147.075+ PL 82.5. Contact: Mike
Swiderski, K4HBI, (770) 449-0369. 8/01

HAWAII

Big Island Amateur Radlo Club.
P.O. Box 1938, Hilo, Hl 96721. Meets
2nd Sat./monthly, 2 p.m., Keaau Com-
munity Ctr., behind Fire Station on Old
Volcano Rd., Keaau. Talk-in on 146.88(-
). Lunch, 11 a.m. Fridays, Hilo Hawai-
ian Hotel - Queen's Court Restaurant.
11/01

Koolau Amateur Radio Club,
(KARC). 45-145 Mikihilina St.,
Kaneohe, HI 96744. Meets 2nd Sat./
monthly, 9:30 a.m., Hoomaluhia Bo-
tanical Garden., Kaneohe, Hawaii.
Information: (808) 235-3042. http://
www.chem.hawaii.edu/karc/ 8/01

ILLINOIS

Chicago FM Club Inc., (CFMC). P.O.
Box 1532, Evanston, IL 60204. 146.76(-)
PL 107.2/224.10/224.18/443.75 PL
114.8. Ham help line: (773) 262-6773.
Info net Tues., 9 p.m. on 146.76(-).
Meets 3rd Wed./monthly, 8 p.m. 8/01

Dupage Amateur Radio Ciub.
(DARC). P.O. Box 71, Clarendon Hills,
IL 60514. Meets 4th Mon./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Fire Stn. #3, 6015 S. Cass Ave,
Westmont, IL. Net Sun., 9 p.m. on
145.25. W9DUP rpts., 145.25(-)
107.2PL, 442.55(+), 114.8PL, 224.68(-).
www.w9dup.org 11/01

Fox River Radio League. P.O. Box
673, Batavia, IL 60510-0673. Meets
2nd Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Oid Bank
Bldg., 900 No. Lake St., lower level,
Northgate Shopping Ctr. & Rt. 31, Au-
rora, IL. 8/01
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Hamfesters Radio Club, W9AA.
P.O. Box 42792, Evergreen Park, IL
60805. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Crestwood Civ. Ctr., 139th &
Kostner, Crestwood, IL. Nets: Sun. (lo-
cal) 0100 UTC, 28.410 MHz; Mon. 9
p.m. 146.43 S., Packet Mailbox 145.65
MHz. Info: (708) 226-1570. 10/01

Peoria Area Amateur Radio Club,
{PAARC). P.O. Box 3508, Peoria, IL
61612. Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, Red
Cross Chapter House, 311 W. John
Gwynn Jr. Ave., Peoria, IL. Voice mail:
(309) 692-3378. Rptrs: 147.075(+) &
146.85(-). 8/01

Schaumburg ARC. P.O. Box 68251,
Schaumburg, IL. Meets 3rd Thurs./
monthly, 7 p.m., Rec. Center, Bode and
Springinsguth Roads. (847) 798-5248.
http://members.aol.com/sarcradio
11/01

The Starved Rock Radlo Club,
WIMKS.. P.O. Box 198, Tabor St.,
Leonore, IL 61332. Meets 1st Mon./
monthly, 7 p.m. Rptr. net 7 p.m. Wed./
wkly., 147.12(+) PL 103.5. Web: http/Avww.
gsl.net/wdmks E-mail: wImks@gsl.net
6/01

Baton Rouge ARC. Meets last Tue./
monthly, 7 p.m., Catholic High School,
855 Hearthstone Dr., Baton Rouge, LA.
Net: 146.79MHz, 8:30 p.m. Sun. www.
brac.org. E-mail: W5GIX@aol.com. 2/02

Androscoggin Amateur Radio
Club. Meets 1st Wed./monthly, 7 p.m.,
Auburn Police Station, 1 Minot Ave.,
Auburn, ME. Info: (207) 782-8699.7/01

MARYLAND

Moblleers ARC

Maryland
(MMARC). P.O. Box 935, Severn, MD
21144. Meets 1st Fri./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Baldwin Hall, Generals HWY,
Millersville. Info net ea. Mon. 8:30 p.m.
on 146.805(-), tone 107.2 Hz. http://

www.gth.com/mobileers 7/01

Geneslis Amateur Radio Society.
P.O. Box 1234 Plymouth, MA 02362.
Meets last Mon./monthly, 7:30 p.m. at

Plymouth Airport, So. Meadow Rd.
Tues. net: 146.685, W1LM, 8 p.m.
7/01

MICHIGAN

Chelsea Amateur Radio Club, Inc.,
WDBSIEL Meets 4th Tues /monthly, 7
p.m., Key Bank, 1478 Old Chelsea-
Manchester Rd., Chelsea. Info: Bill
Altenberndt, WBBHSN, (734) 475-7938
Rpt: 145.450(-). *5/01

Genesee County Radio Club, Inc.
Meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Genesee Area Skill Center, Torrey Rd.,
Flint, MI. (810) 733-2082. 3/01

Hiawatha Amateur Radio Assoc. of
Marquette Co. P.O. Box 1183,
Marquette, Mi 49855. Meets 1st Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., 108 Stratofort, K.I.
Sawyer AFB, ML. For info contact: Ri-
chard Schwenke, N8GBA, (906) 249-
3837. 11/01

St. Cloud Amateur Radio Club.
Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7 p.m., Ra-
dio Club Bidg., 401 4th St. N., Waite
Park, MN 56387. Info: (320) 255-1410,
146.94 or 147.015 or www.w@sv.org/
2/02

NEBRASKA

Ak-Sar Ben ARC of Omaha. P.O.
Box 24551 Omaha NE 68124-1551.
Meets 2nd Fri./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Red
Cross, 81st & Spring Sreet. http://

www.gsl.net/kOusa 7/01

NEVADA

Frontier Amateur Radio Society,
(FARS). Meets: 2nd Sat./monthly, bkfst.
mtg. 9 a.m., Country Inn, 1990 West
Sunset, corner of Valle Verde,
Henderson, NV. Info: J. Frye, NW70,
(702) 456-5396 or B. Scan- borough,
WABASI, (702) 269-9551 8/01

Slerra Intermountain Emergency
Radio Assoc., (SIERA). Meets 2nd
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Minden Med.
Cntr, Hwy 395 & Ironwood Dr., Minden,
NV. Info: George Uebele, WW7E, (775)
265-4278, ww7e@arrl.net, Rpt.
147.330 MHz. 1/02

Port City ARC, (PCARC), WiwQM.
P.O. Box 1587, Portsmouth, NH 03802.
Meets 1st Wed./monthly (Sept.-June),
The Edgewood Ctr., 928 So. St., Ports-
mouth. Rptr. 146.805(-) PL 127.3, 110.9,
88.5. 2/02

Bergen Amateur Radio Assocla-
tion, (BARA). P.O. Box 304,
Hackensack, NJ 07601. Meets 1st
Sun./monthly, New Milford Elks Lodge,
Patrolman Ray Woods Dr., New Milford,
NJ 07646. Nets: 28.350 Mon. 9 p.m.,
146.79(-) 9 p.m. Wed. 6/01

The Garden State Amateur Radio
Assoc., (GSARA). Meets 1st & 3rd
Wed./monthly, 8 p.m., MARS Bldg.,
Fort Monmouth, NJ. Info: B. Buus,
W20D, (732) 946-8615. 2/02

South Jersey Radlo Assoc.,
(SJRA), K2AA. Meets Jan.-Oct., 4th
Wed./monthly, 7:30 p.m. (Nov.-Dec. 3rd
Wed), Bloomfield Fire Hall in
Pennsauken, NJ. Talk-in: 145.29(-) rptr.
8/01

Amateur Radlo Association of the
Tonawandas, (ARATS). P.O. Box 430,
No. Tonawanda, NY 14120. Meets 3rd
Tues./monthly (except July & Aug.),
7:30 p.m., Sweeney Hose Co., 499
Zimmerman St., No. Tonawanda, NY.
Talk-in: 146.955(-) rptr. W2SEX. 2/02

Genesee Radio Amateurs, (GRAM).
P.O. Box 572, Batavia, NY 14021-0572.
Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m.
(except Jul Aug Dec), Salvation Army
Com. Cntr, 529 East Main St., Batavia,
NY. URL: http:/hamgate.sunyerie.edu/
~gram 6/01

Hall of Science ARC. P.O. Box
150131, Kew Gardens, NY 11415.
Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, Hall of Sci-
ence Bldg., 47-01 111 St., Flushing
Meadow Park, 7:30 p.m. Info: Voice
mail (718) 760-2022. 3/01

PROS, Pioneer Radlo Operators
Soclety. Meets 1st Wed./monthly, 7
p.m., Sardinia Town Hall, Savage Rd.,
Sardinia, NY. K. Moon, N2IFG, (716)
652-0923. 6/01

South Towns Amateur Radio Soc.
(STARS). Meets 1st Thurs./monthly, 7
p.m., Hamburg Youth Cntr, Prospect
Ave.Hamburg, NY (exc. Jul, Aug @ NIKE
Base). Info: N2TEZ, 120 University Ave.,
Depew, NY 14043. Rpt: WB2ELW 147.090
(+) PL107.2 www. WB2ELW. com. 2/02

Suffolk County Radio Club,
(SCRC). Meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 8
p.m., Bohemia Rec Ctr., Ruzicka Way,
Bohemia, NY. Talk-in: 145.21(-) rpt.
Info: W. Black, KB2YAP, (631) 289-
5587 7/01

Westchester Emergency Comm.
Assoc., (WECA). Meets 2nd Mon./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Westchester
County Ctr., White Plains, NY. Contact
WECA INFO LINE (914) 741-6606 for
details. Talk-in WB22ZII/R 147.06(+) PL
114.8/2A. 11/01

Westchester FM Repeater Ass'n.
K2JQB Rptr. 146.91 MHz. Meets 3rd
Thurs./ monthly, 7-9 p.m., Yonkers Pub.
Lib.,, 1500 Central Pk. Ave., Yonkers,
NY, near S.E. cornor of Tucahoe Rd.
Free Parking. Info: M. Grossman,
K2CON at (718) 544-2370 or E-mail:
K2CON@ hotmail.com 6/01

Yonkers Amateur Radio Club,
(YARC). Meets 2nd Sun./monthly, 10
a.m., 1st Pct., Yonkers Police Station,
E. Grassy Sprain Rd., Yonkers, NY.
Info: P.O. Box 378, Centuck Sta., Yon-
kers, NY 10710. (914) 963-1021.
146.865(-), 440.150(+). 2/02

NORTH CAROLINA

Stanly County Amateur Radio Club.
Stanfield, NC. Meets 4th Thurs./
monthly, 7 p.m. Talk-in 146.985(-) for
location. Wed. net 9 p.m. 146.985(-).
Fri. tech net 9 pm. 147.390(+). Ph: (704)
888-4815. www.mdsmm.com/scarc/
501

Ashtabula County ARC. Ken
Stenback, WBKS (964-7316). County Vo-
Ed School, Jefferson, OH. Meets 3rd
Tue./monthly, 7:30 p.m., County rptr
146.715(-).

Clyde Amateur Radlo Society
(CARS). Meets 2nd Tue./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Municipal Bldg., Clyde, OH
43410. NF8E rptr. 145.35(-) and
442.625(+) MHz. Net Sun. 9 p.m. Info:
E. Remaley, KABCAS. 1/02

Central Oregon Coast ARC. P.O.
Box 254, Florence, OR 97439. Meets
2nd Sat./monthly, at Bliss' Route 66
Restaurant at Hwy 101 & 12th St. Net
Wed. 7 p.m., 146.80(-). Info: 997-2323
or 997-4074. 6/01

Hoodview ARC. P.O. Box 20624,
Portland, OR 97220. Meets 3rd Thurs./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Mt. Hood Com. Col-
lege/Gresham, Rm 1001. Rptrs:
147.28(+), 443.475(+5) (tone 167.9)
http://www.wb7giw.org 5/01

Umpqua Valley Amateur Radio
Club, Inc. P.O. Box 925, Roseburg, OR
97470. Meets 3rd Thurs./monthly, 7:30
p.m., Douglas County Court House, Rm.
310, Roseburg, OR. Info: KBAZW/R
146.90(-) (PL100) or (541) 784-3621. 8/01

PENNSYLVANIA

Mercer County ARC, W3LIF. P.O. Box
996, Sharon, PA 16146. Meets 4th Tue./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Shenango Valley
Med. Ctr, Farrell, PA. Net, Thurs. 9 p.m.
on 145.35(-) W3LIF, Digi. 145.05. 6/01

Tri-County ARC for Parker, Tarrant
& Wise Counties, (WC5C). Meets 1st
Sat./monthly, 6:30 p.m., El Paseo Res-
taurant, Stewart St. at Main, Azle, TX.
Info: kbSylg@yahoo.com or (817) 291-
5816 2/02

Mt. Vernon ARC (MVARC). Meets
2nd Thur./monthly (except Dec.), 7:30
p.m., INOVA Mount Vernon Hospital,
2nd floor, ENG Conference Cntr. Rm.
Info: Bob, KT4KS, (703) 765-2313.
E-mail: mvarc@juno.com. Web: www.
mvarc. org/. Net: Tue., 8:30 p.m.
146.655-. 10/01

Ole Virginia Hams ARC, (OVH).
Meets 3rd Mon./monthiy, 8 p.m., North-
ern Virginia Electric Coop. Tech Cntr.,
5399 Wellington Rd., Gainesville, VA.
Info: Mary Lu, KB4EFP, (703) 369-
2877. http://www.gsl.net/olevahams
3/01

Portsmouth ARC. Meets 4th Thur./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Am. Red Cross
Chapter house, 700 London Bivd.,
Portsmouth, VA. Talk-in 146.850. Info:
C.| Clements, Pres. (757) 484-0569.
http://www.series 2000.com/users/
wadnvi/parc/htm 6/01

Southern Peninsula Amateur Radio
Klub, W4QR (SPARK). Meets 1st Tue./
monthly Sal. Army Com. Bldg., Hamp-
ton, VA. Rptrs 146.73(-), 449.55(-). VE
Exam Info: (757) 898-8031, W4RTZ.
3/01

Virginia Beach ARC. Meets 1st
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., Virginia
Wesleyan College, Wesleyan Drive off
North Hampton, Village 2 Commons,
Graybeale Bldg., Virginia Beach, VA.
2/02

Woodbridge Wireless, Inc. (WWI).
Meets 2nd Tues./monthly, 7:30 p.m.,
Canteberry Woods Comm. Cntr.{corner
of Springwoods & Chaucer), Lake Rige,
VA. Talk-in 147.24(+). For info: http://
www.pwcweb.com/wwi/ 7/01

The Mike & Key Amateur Radio
Club. Meets 3rd Sat./monthly, 10a.m.,
Salvation Army Renton HQ., 720 Tobin
St., Renton, WA, Talk-in on 146.82(-)
{103.5 CTCSS) rptr. Doors open 9:30
a.m. 5/01

WEST VIRGINIA

Jackson County ARC. Meets 1st
Thurs./monthly, 7:30 p.m., St. John
Episcopal Church of Ripley. Net Mon.
9 p.m. on 146.67(-) Info: Valerie Hunter,
wBgz0C. P.O. Box 62 Cottageville,
WV 26239. 7/01

Tri-State Amateur Radio Assocla-
tion. Meets 3rd Tues./monthly, 7p.m.,
Museum of Radio & Tech., 1640 Flo-
rence Ave., Huntington, WV 25701.
(304) 525-8890. 6/01

Sheridan ARC. Meets every Sat. at
Bubba's, 7:30 a.m. exit 23 off HYW |-
90, Sheridan, WY. Club call: W7GUX,
146.22/82. Info: G. Roelfsem, K7GR
8/01

University ARC. Meets 1st Tues./
monthly, 7:30 p.m., Univ. of WY, Engi-
neering Bidg., rm. 2100, Laramie, WY.
146.01/61. 12/01

For information on how to get
your club listed in
“Visit Your Local Radio Club,”
plus receive many other benefits,
write to: Club Liaison,
Worldradio
2120 28th Street
Sacramento, CA 95818
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Heil on Sound

here is a great movement
in the Amateur Radio com-
munity to use professional
recording studio mixing con-
soles, tube preamplifiers or the W2IHY
EQ_to process their microphone audio
signal before it gets to the Amateur
Radio transceiver microphone pream-
plifier.

Most all of the professional audio
gear on the market uses a balanced
audio input. This input is usually
terminated in an XLR connector. This
is a three pin connector which has
become the standard of the broadcast
and professional audio equipment. Too
bad it has not filtered down into the
Amateur Radio equipment but not
the case.

The reason for these balanced inputs
was to eliminate noise picked up by
long microphone cables that are so
common in the broadcast and sound
reinforcement business. The audio is
fed into a balanced transformer which
feeds one signal down pin #2 and a
second signal to pin #3 that would be
OUT of phase — yes OUT of phase
from pin #2. Any noise ‘falling upon
these two leads would be cancelled,
thus leaving only the signal. A very
great move! The two signals wires were
also inside the pin #1 shield which
kept more of the outside noise from
reaching the two signal leads, pin #2
and pin #3. This is a wonderful thing
to have working FOR you and would
certainly solve a lot of problems had
the Amateur Radio designers stepped
up to the plate — but we have been left
with the unbalanced microphone leads
and must deal with it. We certainly
would have less RFT audio problems!

The big problem for many that don’t
really understand all of the balanced
and unbalanced inputs is trying to con-
nect these two together. Traditionally
you have an unbalanced microphone
that you would like to connect to a
balanced input. So, how do you do
that? It’s simple!

The balanced XLR connector has
three pins plus a chassis ground tab.

1. Ground or shield

|

Wiring unbalanced microphones to XLR inputs

2. - audio input

3. + audio input

4. CHASSIS GROUND tab

We have just two leads from the
unbalanced microphone. The hot
audio lead and the ground shield. The
ground shield will be connected to pin
#1, across the chassis ground tab at the
top of the connector and to pin #2.
The hot audio unbalanced lead will
connect to pin #3. So, the XLR will
be connected with ground shield on
pin #1, ground tab and pin #2. Hot on
pin #3. It’s that easy. You have actually
grounded the minus (-) audio input
of the balanced input along with the
shield and chassis ground while the hot
audio lead feeds the + pin #3 input.

Awesome Audio Demonstration!
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and presence.

Toll-Free 871-739-2449
845-889-4933
W2IHY Technologies E
19 Vanessa Lane « Staatsburg, NY 12580
E-mail: Julius@W2IHY.COM
WWW.W2IHY.COM

& labor warranty.

Yﬂ ur Transmit Audio IS Outstanding

The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate brings

© The W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate provides three powerful audio-

. fanagement tools for your microphones and radios. Fine-tune Your microphone with
8 Bands of Etiualization. Customize your audio for that rich, full broadcast sound or

. penetrating, pileup busting contest and dx audio. Change from one audic “personality”
10 another instantly with smooth-action slide pots. The highly effective Moise Gate

iminates background noises picked up by your microphone. Increases signal clarity

iversal Microphone and Radio matching capabilities let you interface practically
microphone with any radio! Comprehensive impedance matching and signal
level controls for input and output, 8-pin, XLR and RCA microphone jacks.
ieadphone monitor. Extensive RFl protection.

' W2IHY 8 Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate $229.99 (Kit $188.99)
‘Microphone Cable (specify radio make & model) $15.00

A2IHY Dual Band Audio Equalizer And Noise Gate $129.99 (Kit §99.99)
&H $8.00 Three year parts

This is true for any interface con-
nections — any time you have an
unbalanced input that wants to feed a
balanced input. Use high quality, heavy
shielded, hopefully dual-shielded,
microphone audio cable. Try looking
for an industrial electronics supplier
in your city. If you have a television
or commercial radio station, find out
where their engineers shop. THAT’S
the place you get the high quality cable
and many times those professional
audio processors and equalizers.

—~ Have a question about audio?
Bob Heil, K9EID, can be reached by
matl to: 5800 N. Illinois, Fairview
Heights, IL 62208-3505, or by e-mail
at: bob@bheilsound.com. 2
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Visit us on_the web at: www. wréwr.com
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Funding can be fun

Carole Perry WB2MGP

f you are a teacher or instructor
of Amateur Radio in a school
setting, sooner or later your need
for equipment and supplies will
exceed your allotted budget. In the past
20 years of teaching “Introduction To
Amateur Radio” to 6th, 7th, and 8th

the best of BEASLEY
by Bob Beasley, K6BJH

Alook at Amateur Radio’s
light side — whimsical cartoons
from the pen of Bob Beasley.
Great gift idea, too!

$8.00 plus $2.00 S&H.
CA residents please add $.60 tax.

WORLDRADIO BOOKS
P.O. Box 189490
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