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The Traveler is dope.

It goes with me on stage in front of thousands of people
at gigs all over the planet, from Australia to Miami.
With stellar performance and incredible sound.

—BT

Laptop Symphony
World Tour 2005
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Logic Pro 7.2 crossgrade
This update gives:you the ability to 3
rur: Loglc Pro 7 natively on bot
PowerPC- and Intel-based!Mac

Logic Pro7

computers. At the same time, you'lt

enjoy enhanced iateroperability
with third-party products such.as
Ensembie and Pro Tools, & weil as
continued session compatibility

with GarageBand 3.

PowerMac G5
Dual-core processors, PCt
Express architecture and
workstation graphics.

£1189:

FROMONLY 1387 (NG, VAT

£1189:1397 s
£1488 17480
£1956 £2298 »

Ex nc

Dual 2GHz
Dual 2,3GHz
Quad 2.5GHz

MacBook Pro intel

TThe first Mac notebook buitt upon Intel Core Duo with
iLife ‘06, Front Row and built-in iSight.

London’s Largest Apple Centre &
Apple Solution Experts

THE SOLUT

7> 020 8400 1222 @ www.gotsc.com

Apple Displays
Features an anodized
aluminum enclosure that
looks smart with your Mac.

£458..

FRCM ONLY 5019 mc VAT

£458 53815
£807 9482
£1529 617965

Ex Inc

20" Widescreen
23" Widescreen
30" Widescreen

iMac intel

Intel Core Duo, iLife ‘06, Front Row, Apple Remote,
and built-in iSight.

S COMPANY

Save £70!

When you add Final Cut
Studio or Logic Pro to any
new PowerBook,
MacBook Pro or
PowerMac G5*

LogicPro7.1
T

£1215¢14276
£1514 127855

£789 9220
£1045¢1227 =

1.67GHz
1.83GHz

PowerBook G4

All-cut performance in three sizes (12-, 15- and 17-
inchiscreens). DVD-RW Std.

iMac tntel 17

iMac Intel 20

iMac G5

Now with Front Row media experience, the new
Appie Remote and built-in iSight.

iMac GS 17
iMac G5 20

.
|

£935:.

FROW OMLY  £1038.63 - VAT

Final Cut Studio

£765:.

£765 898+
£1019¢1185

Ex nc

£935 ¢1698 6
£1189:1397,

12.%inch 1.5GHz
15.4-inch 1.67GHz

17-inch 1.67GHz

£1488 1748«

Ex fnc

Any software and hardware configuration or system bundle available - All tested and configured before despatch.

Controllers Keyboar Audio Software

Audio Keystation Prc 88
USB master MIDI controller
Designed to let you perform, program and
mix music directly with your camputer.

“ "“‘lh H L £289 538
o

ExVat IncVat

Novation Remote SL

2-octave USB MIDI Controller Keyboard
2-octave USB controller keybourd with two
giant, brightly lit 144-character LCD screens.

s —
lﬂ'l'g'lTl'I'ﬂ'I £249 ans

Ex Vat IncVat
Alesis Photon X25

USB MLDI keyboard controlier
25 Note. Optimized for controling und
manipulating software: via USB.

Access Virus T1 Polar
USB master MIDI controller

Designed to let you perform, program and
mix music directly with your computer

£115 1asas
ExVat IncVat

£1275 vussny
Ex Vat IncVat

Trwmm

Storage Solutions

G-Tech G-RAID 500GB
G-Tech G-RAID 1TB

£319
£695 5163

TSCTRAINING DAYS
‘Get the best out of your gear

Call to book a personal demo

SOFTWARE!

Steinberg Cubase SX3

Complete Music Production Software

With seamless integration of external audio and MIDI
hardware, Cubase SX3 redefines music production
technology. £424 (£498.20)

Steinberg Nuendo 3

Professional Media Production System

One of the most powerfut tools for any kind of media
production available anywhere

£1235(£1451.13

Ableton LIVE 5

Create. Produce. Perform.

Designed for each stage of the musical process, from
creation to producticn to performance
£249(£292.58)

Propellerhead Reason

Virtual Studio Rack
One-step loading of complex, customizable
instruments and effect setups. £199 (£233

FX Pansion BFD Drum

Premium Acoustic Drum Library Module

9GB of pristine acoustic drum samples recorded at a
top LA studio - recorded at up to 11 di“ferent mic
positions and at up to 46 velocities. £ #49 (£175.80;

FX Pansion GURU

An Inspirational, Al'-in-One Workstation

Based on an enlightened approach to drum loop
creation, GURU makes building that perfect beat faster
and easier than ever. £139(£163.33

DEMO FACILITIES EDUCATION PRICES

Special education deals

ALL THE LATEST AUDIO
MEDIA PRODUCTION

BUSINESS LEASING

See in store or call for details

ALL THE INTERFACES, BREAK
OUTS, KEYBOARDS
CONTROLLERS & SURFACES!

Audio System Solutions

MOTU Traveler |

High-Definition Bus-Powered FireWire Audio Interface.
8 channels of pristine 192kHz analog recordiry & playback. Only £599 (£703.83)

Also available: MOTU 896HD £589 (£692.0¢) 828 Mkl Usb £489 (1574.58

Focusrite Saffire

Ultra-Low Latency Firewire 400 Interface with Onboard DSP.

Saffire fuses state-of-the-art hardware with highly integrat o
PO

software to take audio interfacing one giant step closer to the
professional studio experience. Only £299 ‘£351.33

N e e e e )
FireWire Audio Interface

Jp to 56 channels record/playback, up to 192 kHz sample rate, & True
FireWire 800. £765 (£898.88

RME Fireface 800

Mackie Control Universal

Ultra Expanadable Universal Control Surface.
Full hands-on control over popular audio-and
video software. £689 (£809.58

Apogee Ensemble = ., e ™

- .
Multi-Channel, 24bit/192kHz

The first all digitally controlled, professional audio interface, designed
Comes with ProTools LE 7 £2791£327.83

specifically for the Macintosh. £1195 (£14C4.13

All the punch of Digi 002 {minus tae control surface interface

Digidesign MBox 2

Digidesign 002 Rack

FireWire-based Pro Tools LE Studio-in-a-box
Packs all the punch of Digi 002 into a 2U rack-mountable unit £659 (£774.33)

BUY NOW PAY IN 6 MONTHS

See in store or call for details.

TSC DEMO DAYS

Reqular vendor days - call

now - Pay in 6 months Easy Fayment Scheme
M 10% depost with noLhing to pay for 6 monitn, then sevtis in Iull and pay no interest (ARR 0%:) eg

TSC: No. t Amalgamated Drive
West Cross Centre, Great West Road,
Breptiosd TW89EZ

t) Depout 0 £100.00 andl pay balurwe of £900.00 on of before dusspasment
ence mmbmum monthly payments of £ 42.62 at an interest rate of 2 2% Pty mbnh
Commany n 8 dviZlon of Coraputes Warenouse Linwted AN products and aéfen
of Trade savallati upom requent £ LOT




leader

Less Is

ecause of the distorted time field in which

magazine production works, I'm writing

this leader column immediately after the
Christmas break, and once again the choice of
TV programmes was so dismal that | decided
to give the whole thing a miss and instead do
a Studio SOS on my own studio. If you recall,
last time | did this a huge amount of outboard
gear and several kilometres of cable were
pruned away, so you may wonder if there was
anything left to cull! There was, and now the
cupboard of eternal darkness has got so much
gear in it that it could probably set up as
a studio on its own!

As | hadn't used my cassette deck or either
of my DAT machines within the past year these
were the first to go — | can always fish them
out if a client turns up with material recorded
on some historic format, which is why my
quarter-inch analogue two-track machine made
the trip a couple of years previously. That
allowed me to lose another patchbay, which in
turn allowed me to lose a complete rack, thus
gaining more valuable space. | also dismantled
my surround system, as surround rapidly
seems to be going the same way as Quad
other than in movie production, but I've kept
the speakers and stands nearby in case | need
to set it up again in a hurry. The other thing
I did was modify the mountings for my two
computer monitors to lower them, as the
upper shelf of my otherwise lovely Quik Lok
workstation placed them so high up that | had
permanent neck ache from looking at them.

It is surprising just how much more
pleasurable recording can be when you've
sorted out the ergonomics!
Since Korg brought
out the Legacy
Collection, my two
Wavestation SRs
have been on
extended leave, so
now they've gone to
join their friends in

J the cupboard, leaving

editor’s
comment

\Viore

my beloved Roland JV2080 as the only
hardware synth in the village. This feeds
directly into my audio interface, so the little
mixer | was using to combine my keyboards
has also gone. The result is far less knitting,
far less complexity, more space and a
generally better working environment.
However, there's more to a studio than a table
with gear on it — there's also the acoustics!

It doesn’t matter how good your equipment
is, you won't be able to do a good mix, let
alone embark upon mastering, if you don't
have adequate acoustic treatment and a decent
pair of monitors. Last time | did a reshuffle
I moved my studio system around by 90
degrees, and although | also moved some of
the Primacoustic foam I'd fitted previously,
| still felt more needed to be done. So, pausing
only briefly to watch Chicken Run again (one of
the true classics that was worth watching!),

I built some large traps to go behind the
monitors comprising acoustic foam on top, a
Rockwool slab underneath and an air gap
behind to give me better low-end absorption.
My Mackie monitors have rear-facing passive
radiators, and the wall behind them seems to
need more attention than is the case for
front-ported speakers.

A similar trap behind my listening position
plus a couple of panels on the ceiling (and
some self-administered Hob Nobs) completed
the makeover and the improvement in both
bass tightness and stereo imaging was quite
noticeable, even though the room had been
reasonably well behaved before. This proved
to be quite timely because | needed to check
out some mastering comparisons which you’tl
be able to read about in this issue. The
difference between mastering jobs done by
different engineers can be very subtle, so your
monitoring has to be pretty accurate to make
any sense of the results. If nothing else, this
feature proves that mastering is not for the
faint-hearted or the heavy-handed!

Paul White Editor In Chief
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See us at

www.sounds-expo.co.uk
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/ Preset Valve X
Compressor with Mic Pre
‘ I \ ¢ New enhanced versian of the Fatman Fat 2

* 15 pre-set compression settings

- ¢ High Quality pre amp that provides
l‘superiur clarity, presence and fatness

o] ¢ Makes perfect front end to a digitat
“recording set up

° tﬁﬁional 24bit digital output card
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techniques
Q&A

Your studio problems solved by SOS staff and contributors.

Mix Rescue
Kick drum and fead vocal present tough processing challenges in this
month's remix.

Choosing The Right Reverb
A variety of different ways of adding artificial reverberation have
been developed over the years. We look at how the modern versions
of these tools compare to each other, and see how best to use each.

Studio SOS

This month the team convert a small empty room into a professional
vocal booth within the space of a single afternoon.

features

Classic Tracks: Bob Marley & The Wailers’
‘I Shot The Sheriff’

Tracked in Kingston and finished in London by Istand engineers Phill
Brown and Tony Platt, Bob Marley and the Wailers’ breakthrough
album was a truly international recording.

Guitar Technology
This month, we look at some Line 6 effects pedals and a Terratec
preamp, and investigate re-processing acoustic guitar recordings.

Cool & Dre: Producing Hip-hop
Miami is now a hip-hop centre to rival New York and LA, and Cool
& Dre are two of its most active beatmakers.

PC Musician: Switching To A Dual-core PC
If you've been waiting and wondering whether to ‘go dual-core’ in
your next PC upgrade, we look at the options and implications.

On-line Mastering Services On Test
Internet-based mastering companies promise to make professional
mastering more convenient and much more affordable. We put the
UK’s leading services to the test.

Yann Tiersen: Recording Les Retrouvailles
The unique musical world of Yann Tiersen was opened up to millions of
people by the soundtrack to Amelie.

Behind The Scenes At Line 6
We visit the home of the Pod and Variax to look at the latest
developments in the world of guitar modeiling technology.

Making A Living From Music For Picture: Part 4
Success! You've been invited to pitch for a job. We look at how to
maximise your chances of winning the commission...

regulars

What's New
Readers’ Ads

Crosstalk Classified Ads

Sounding Off

4 www.soundonsound.com « march 2006

On-line Mastering 110

Creating A Drum Editor In Logic
Some users complain that Logic has no specialised drum editor. Little
do they know that the program lets you actually build your own.

Working With Video In Pro Tools

Our short series on sound for picture concludes by explaining the ins
and outs of dubbing, sound effects and Foley in Pro Tools.

Quantising In Digital Performer
This month we check out the finer points of quantising in DP and
examine what it can do for your music.

Using The Logical Editor In Cubase SX & SL

We delve into the Boolean operations in the Logical Editor window and
take a first look at Cubase running on dual-core systems.

Rewiring Reason To Host Applications
Reason is ideal for use with a variety of host software. We walk you
through the steps needed to Rewire it to eight popular programs.

Using The RXP REX-file Player In Sonar 5

Now RXP is bundled with Sonar 5 Producer Edition, the creative
possibilities of REX files are open to Sonar users. We take a look.

PC Notes

Can Harbal's new automatic track EQ solve your equalisation
problems with one click? We find out...

Apple Notes
With the prospect that every Mac computer in the range will use an
Intel processor by the end of the year, we examine the changes so far.

A
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product tests

172

48

74

122

172

78

AAS Lounge Lizard EP3 Modelled Electric Piano Instrument For Mac & PC
Apogee Rosetta 200 A-D/D-A Converter

ART T8 Transformer Isolator

Best Service Galaxy Steinway 5.1 Sample Library
Beyerdynamic MCE72 Stereo Condenser Microphone
Big Fish Audio First Call Horns Sample Library

Big Fish Audio London Solo Strings Sample Library
Coleman Audio M3PH Mkl Monitor Controller
Dave Smith PEK Four-voice Analogue & Digital Synth
Fostex NX6A Active Nearfield Monitors

IK Multimedia Miroslav Philharmonik Virtual Orchestra For Mac & PC
Image Line Sytrus FM Soft Synth For Windows

Intatouch Touchscreen Touchscreen Add-on For Mac & PC

M-Audio Microtrack 24/96 Digital Stereo Recorder

Millennium Dual-core Pentium 4 PC Music Computer

122

Raxx System Wall-mounted Rack Hardware

Psoft Chronostream 2 Pitch & Time Manipulation Software For Windows
Skylife Sample Robot Auto-sampling Software For Windows

Steinberg Hypersonic 2 Virtual Workstation Synth For Mac & PC 108
Tascam Larry Seyer Acoustic Drums Sample Library
TC-Helicon Voice Pro Vocal Processor
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on this » Video Interviews ¢ Video Tutorials * Audio Demos

DVDO003

0§ DVDO003

veoawirnconenr  Over 1.5 hours of Video ¢ 3 hours of Music & Audio examples
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In this exclusive SOS video interview, '80s synth icon Howard Jones and In this 16-minute video, record producer Steve Levine (Culture Club,
collaborator Robbie Bronnimann discuss their approach to recording The Honeyz) guides you through the virtual features and sounds of
Howard's new electronic album, their passion for software synths, these software versions of two Korg digital synth classics — the M1
musical influences, and performing live with music technology. and WAVESTATION. |
Company founders Marcus Ryle and Michel Doidic explain how Line 6 Hear the remixes and learn ways to improve your own mixing skills. o
came to be and their product design philosophy, while the Sound j—
Design team reveal their approach to modelling technology.

Watch the video as SOS Editor In Chief Paul White applies three

different types of vocal reverb.
Is it a VST plug-in development environment, software-based Advanced '
Modular synthesizer or an Audio/MIDI performance environment? Find .
out more about Cycling '74's powerful sound creation toolkit... Did YOU win our prestigious music-for-picture competition from

DVD001? Watch the music video to find out...
* Access Virus Tl ¢ Alesis Fusion 6HD
¢ Antares Avox * Clavia Nord Stage 88 * Zero-G Koncept & Funktion ReFILL  Nine Volt Audio Chopped Guitars
* Creamware Minimax ¢ Dave Smith PolyEvolver * Nine Volt Audio Downtempo Guitars Volume 2. 1
¢ Korg Legacy Digital Edition * Korg D3200
* M-Audio Project 1/0 * NI Guitar Rig 2
* Sonalog GypsyMIDI ¢ Steinberg Hypersonic 2 We gave 3 different songs to 3 online mastering houses. Which one did
* TC-Helicon VoicePro * Tube-Tech MEC/MMC1A the best job? Vote now...
* UA Dimension D * Yamaha AW2400
FREE

In this video workshop, Hugh Robjohns and Paul White build a DIY
Listen Mic Compressor plug-in [PC VST/Mac VST & AU] Vocal Booth for reader Paul Joyner.

[Solud State Logic * Oxford * England

|
| LMC-1
LISTEN MNC COMPRESIOR

6 www.soundonsound.com « march 2006
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* Audio Tutorials ¢ Readers Tracks ® Samples ¢ Software ¢ Magazine Workshop Resources

SOUND @N OUND

The World's Best Music Recording Magazine

e BB ™MPC-SBMPLES com
i . Ebooks & Tutorials - Master you MPC quickly

OVD Corier! Roaders Tracus Apout Tochnical Glsgsary
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hep oot dWOugh They reguunfly callaborote wih othea
erusicions. Currenty unsigned due 10 arhs
niegrhy/politcdl Bsues, they hove recentyy completed -J

4 BETAFRLUENTR Liwt b Cytsa
S COLONEL BRSTARD Bubticgum Bears (She's
6 COLONEL BASTARD Peter Siszong -

Use the SOS Music Player to audition this disc's compilation of unsigned music
composed by Sound On Sound readers.

acommended Computer Specification

WINDOWS

* Pentium 4 1.5GHz or higher

* 512MB RAM

* Windows XP Pro, XP Home

* DVD-ROM drive

» Sound playback facility

» Display 1024x768 or higher with
Colour depth set to Highest (32-bit}

* Web Browser: Internet Explorer 6,
fFirefox 1.0, Netscape 7.0

* Macromedia Flash Player 7

¢ Apple QuickTime version 7

¢ Internet connection

MACINTOSH

» Apple Mac G4 or higher

* 5S12MB RAM

* 0S X 10.3.9 or newer

* DVD-ROM drive

« Sound playback facility

* Display 1024x768 or higher with
Colour depth set to Millions

« Web Browser: Safari, Internet Explorer
5.2.3 or newer, Firefox 1.0, Netscape 6.0

» Macromedia tlash Player v7

* Apple QuickT me version 7

« Internet connaction

(05 9.x not recommended but it may work
on fast machines with plentiful RAM)
SOFTWARE PROBLEMS ?

If you have a query about the disc interface
or its content, please visit our DVD support
page an the SOS web site at
www.soundonsound.com/dvd or emai
our support address for further assistance
dvdsupport@soundonsound.com

Please note: we can only provide basic
advice on using the interface, and installing
the software from disc. Unfortunately we
cannot give in-depth help on applications
provided on the disc by third-parties, or
your hardware or operating system.

ANY COMMENTS ?
Please send your feedback to the DVD
Editor at dvd@soundonsound.com

or by post to:

DVD Editor

Sound On Sound

Media House, Trafalgar Way
Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 85Q.

Use the SOS Photo Zoom tool to get up close and personal
with recent new products like the Clavia Nord Stage 88.

In the unlikely event of this disc being defective, we will gladly
send you a working version within 28 days (UK). Please send your
defective disc along with your name and address, plus a
description of the fault, to:

DVD Editor, Sound On Sound, Media House, Trafalgar Way,
Bar Hill, Cambridge, CB3 85Q.

* FLASH PLAYER — This DVD-ROM uses Version 7 of the
Macromedia Flash Player to present its media-rich content within
your browser. If you do not have Flash Player v7 installed, you
will be unable to watch video or hear audio playback.

If you have a previous version installed, you will need to
upgrade to v7 (supplied on SOSDVD003).

¢ JAVASCRIPT — The DVD-ROM also requires that your browser
has Javascript enabled.

* WEB CONNECTION — This disc is designed to link to the SOS
web site to provide bonus background information to articles.
Please disable popup blocking software to ensure that you see
these related features (or make www.soundonsound.com

a "Trusted Site" in your browser).

march 2006 « www.soundonsound.com




WHAT’S NEW

Roland rol back the years

t was a typically busy NAMM show for

Roland, who had stacks of new gear to

unveil. Following on from last year's
Juno-D comes the Juno-G. Despite it's
resemblance to the Junos of old, the new
instrument is essentially a spin-off from the
popular Roland Fantom X. According to

the no-nonsense layout of the SH201 and the
convenience of its plug-in functionality.
Rounding out Roland’s new synth line-up,
the VP550 ‘Vocal & Ensemble’ keyboard
employs vocal modelling technology and
allows the user to sing into a mic while
playing the keyboard to generate the sound

| |

Roland, the ‘Juno’ tag indicates that the
instrument is a basic or economy model, but
in the case of the Juno G, you still get a lot
for your money. The juno G features
128-voice polyphony, a 16-part sequencer
and four tracks of audio recording with
tape-style transport controls. An SRX slot
allows for expanding the internal sound set
and there’s an arpeggiator, an infrared
D-Beam controller and integral multi-effects.
There's a USB port used for MIDI
communication and for audio file data import
or export as well as a PC card slot for
Compact Flash and Smart Media memory
cards. The Juno G also comes with Cakewalk
Sonar LE and some patch-editing software.
Also pitched at the affordable end of the
market is the new 49-key SH201 synth,
offering modelled analogue sounds and an
audio input for sound processing. There are
built-in effects, an arpeggiator and a D-Beam,
and though the synth has plenty of
controls for hands-on editing,
it also shows up

VST
Instrument
within your sequencer
via USB (as seems to be the fashion

of choirs, pop and jazz voices, male or
female ensembles and vintage vocoder
effects. The control panel appears very
user-friendly and the demos were very
impressive, with clear vocal articulation.

Also new for NAMM was the MC808, a
sampling groovebox with motorised faders —
an unusual feature for a
groovebox, but very
welcome — based on
sampling and sequencing
technology from the
more costly MC909.
Other than a handful of
favourites from the
MC909, all of the
MC808’s internal
sounds and patterns
are new. New
sounds can of

course be sampled
and edited and WAV and AIFF
files can be imported from a computer via
a USB port. A Mac/PC editor is included in the
package.

For aspiring electronic
percussionists, Roland's

sounds, 20 on-board effects, new metronome
and rhythm-training functions and a
comprehensive set of backing rhythm
patterns. In all there are 64 drum/percussion
kits on board. its control surface comprises
a touch- and position-sensitive playing area
divided into 10 zones, and a D-Beam sensor
(seemingly obligatory on all new Roland
products) can be used to provide extra
real-time control or even to trigger sounds.
There are also sockets to add optional kick
and hi-hat trigger pedals.

Also on the drumming front, Roland have
launched some new drum triggers for use
with acoustic kits. There are three models in
the RT10 Series — the RT10K for kick
drums, RT10S for snare, and RT10T for toms.
These are smaller than their predecessors
and so easier to position. All feature new
trigger-sensing technology for improved
response and a reduction in false
re-triggering.

Roland UK +44 (0)1792 515020
www.roland.co.uk

New address for Panic Music
Panic Music Services have moved to new
premises in Swavesey, Cambridgeshire. The
well-established UK company provide
authorised repairs and service for a wide range
of brands including Novation, Allen & Heath,
Akai, Roland, Tascam, Mackie and Yamaha.
Their new address is 9-11 High Street,
Swavesey, Cambridge, CB4 5QU.

Panic Music Services +44 (0)1954 231348
www.panicmusic.co.uk

Gateway Training set up new
facility

Gateway Professional Development Training
have just established a training centre at
Phoenix Sound’s new state-of-the-art recording
facility, located at the world-famous Pinewood
Shepperton film studios. Gateway PDT will be

Handsonic 10 (or
HPD10) electronic drum
pad is a pared-down
version of the original
Handsonic HPD15,

with 400 new drum,
percussion and melodic

these days) allowing the editing and saving
of settings within your project or song. The
SH201’s audio engine provides two
analogue-style oscillators complete with
Roland’s Supersaw waveform, a resonant
filter and two LFOs. The additional Audio
Filter section treats external audio. We liked

providing training for producers, musicians,
teachers, studio owners and admin staff. The
first courses are set to begin in February and
March.

Gateway PDT +44 (0)1869 340878
www.gatewaypdt.com
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WHAT’S NEW

New virtual instrument wrapper

Sound On Sound at SOUIIdS EXPO from 11SCAM

his year's Sounds Expo music technology show takes place on March ascam announced a significant development for
the 9th, 10th and 11th. Sound On Sound is once again the seminar the Gigastudio platform at NAMM. For a couple of
sponsor and this year's free seminar programme will be the most years, sample library manufacturers have been

comprehensive so far. In addition to the regular hands-on workshops and making the switch to virtual instruments, ‘wrapping’
demos run by manufacturers, there will be live sound and music business their libraries in a software instrument front end (such
seminars, a surround-sound workshop and appearances by top as NI Kompakt and Intakt) that can then be used

seamlessly within the user’s sequencer of choice. Until
now, there’s been no such Giga-related sample-library
wrapper from Tascam. That's all changed with the
announcement of

GVIs: Giga Virtual

Instruments. GVis 2
will initiafly be capable =) ot <)
of running as RTAS or [l tl"»@“’ s
VST Instruments, and,
unlike Gigastudio
itself, they will be
usable on Macs as well
as PCs. As with other
instrument wrappers,
the GVI front end will
only be able to load
samples from its own

international artists sharing their expertise in music creation, performance library, and not all

and production. The new venue — London's Olympia 2 — affords new Gigastudio editing

opportunities, including low-noise areas and a Chill Out Zone. Downstairs, features will be available, although it will be possible
away from the bustle of the main show floor, we'll be conducting our for the full version of Gigastudio to apen and edit
ever-popular Q&A sessions as well as seminars and live demonstrations of GVlI-wrapped libraries. The first GVI will be a violin
recording and production techniques. There will be seminars on recording collection from Tascam themselves called Giga
guitars and vocals, understanding convolution and a real-time version of Violin. This will take advantage of Gigastudio’s

our popular new Mix Rescue column from the magazine! The Q&A panel built-in convolution reverb, offering the user the

and seminar speakers will include Editor In Chief Paul White, Technical ability to place the violin virtually in a number of real
Editor Hugh Robjohns, PC Columnist Martin Walker and other SOS staff environments. It will also be possible to move the
members. The full programme and schedule will appear on the Sound On virtual mic position relative to your virtual violin.
Sound and Sounds Expo web sites in advance of the show. There's no need Tascam are clearly hoping more sample-library

to book for any of these events — just be there at the appropriate seminar manufacturers will join them in working on libraries
room in time for the start. Entry to the show costs £10, but you'll get powered by the GVI wrapper, and prestigious

a half-price entry voucher when you register in advance at orchestral fibrary manufacturers Sonic Implants are
www.sounds-expo.co.uk, so register now and pay just £5 on the door. already said to be working on something.

We look forward to seeing you there! Tascam +44 (0)1923 438880

www.tascam.co.uk

Lexicon cater for the computer studio

wo new USB recording interfaces from Lexicon were unveiled at the NAMM
T show. Continuing the Greek theme established by the Omega, the new arrivals

are called Alpha and Lambda. The half-rack Alpha is the more affordable of the
two. It's buss-powered and has a built-in mic preamp and a high-impedance guitar
input. The tabletop Lambda interface adds MIDI I/0 and a second preamp. Both
interfaces are packaged with Cubase LE and Pantheon, Lexicon's high-quality VST
plug-in reverb. The Lexicon MX400 also made its debut. A successor to the MX200,
the hardware reverb that can be edited by computer-based software and treated as
a plug-in, the four-in, four-out MX400 comprises two MX200 engines which may be
used independently. It also has some additional, more complex reverb algorithms
that can be accessed by using both engines working together. The MX400's four
outputs also permit the use of the reverb for four-channel surround-sound mixes.
Harman Pro UK +44 (0)1707 668222
www.harmanprouk.com www.lexicon.com
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WHAT’S NEW

Synths, software, keyboards and controllers...

New Korg gear at NAMM

org had a busy Winter NAMM show, unveiling a lot of new

gear in all their main product areas. Top of the list for us is

the Radias (pictured right), a new multi-synthesis product
that’s somewhere between a keyboard and a rack module.
The Radias consists of a module that can be slotted
into an optional keyboard frame, creating a
distinctive-looking keyboard. The module part
can be slid around on the frame, so you can
place it in the middle of the keyboard, or have
it off at one side, leaving a gap where a laptop
could sit during a live performance, for example.
The Radias is four-part multitimbral and offers
sample- and wavetable-based synthesis, two-operator
‘cross-modulation’ (Korg's current term for FM synthesis)
and also analogue modelling. All of these synthesis types are g
fully integrated into the two-oscillator voice structure, which
allows you to mix and match different synthesis types in one patch.
There are built-in multi-effects (up to nine simultaneously), a 16-band
vocoder with an included headset mic, a six-pattern arpeggiator and
two 32-step sequencers. And you get all of this for £999 for the basic
module, and £129 on top of that for the optional keyboard frame. The
Radias is due in the Spring.

There were plenty of other new synths at the Korg booth. The TR
range of sample-based workstations, the replacement for the Triton LE
announced in last month's SOS, was completed by the launch of the
£1399 TR88, an 88-note weighted version, to accompany the TR76
and TR61. And there were further spin-offs from the Triton’s Hyper
Integrated sample-based synth engine in the form of the 61-note X50
and the 25-note Micro X. These also offer 64MB of sounds each, plus
the usual comprehensive set of built-in effects, dual arpeggiators, and
assignable knobs. Common to both is a ClickPoint controller, as first
seen on the D3200 workstation. But best of all is the level of
computer integration offered by the two USB-equipped X-series
synths. Cross-platform editor software is supplied with both, and can
be operated as a VST or AU plug-in for seamless use and editing of
the keyboards from within your sequencer of choice. The X50 will
retail for £525, the Micro X for £469.

Talking of software, Korg's Legacy Collection Digital Edition

Ableton Live 5 courses at Alchemea

Alchemea College of Audio Engineering are running training courses in the
latest version of Ableton Live. Spread over six evenings or three Saturdays,
the course is led by DJ and producer Danny McMillan. Class sizes are small
and each student gets their own iMac G5 to work on. Alchemea also offer
one-day crash courses in music technology to bring beginners up to speed,
as well as short courses in Logic, Pro Tools, Reason and other popular
pieces of software. They have recently become an Apple Authorised Training
Centre and are running Apple-certified Logic Pro 101 courses.

Alchemea +44 (0)20 7359 3986

www.alchemea.com

Live sound facilities at Deep Blue Sound

Live sound teaching at Deep Blue Sound in Plymouth has received a boost
thanks to sponsorship from mixing console manufacturer Midas and touring
sound company RG Jones. Deep Blue have secured the long-term loan of
two Midas consoles and have purchased a third and RG Jones have
provided a 20kW PA rig. Live sound is currently a component of the BTEC
National Diploma in Creative Sound Engineering & Music Technology, but
Deep Blue, in partnership with Plymouth College of Further Education, are
hoping to offer a dedicated live sound course later this year.

Deep Blue Sound +44 (0)1752 210801

www.deepbluesound.co.uk
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was the

recipient of a
further tweak (taking
it to version 1.1), whereby
the software M1 reviewed in last
month’s SOS was widened to
incorporate all the sounds from Korg’s 1989
T-series workstations, plus the sound library from
the original five sound cards in that series. The v1.1
update is free to registered users of Legacy Collection Digital
Edition and can be downloaded at www.korguser.net.

Korg also introduced a simple-to-use eight-track digital recorder,
the D888. Designed to look like and operate as an eight-channel
mixer (with three-band EQ, effects sends and pan controls) as well as
a multitrack recorder, the £549 D888 has a simple recording
interface, incorporates a 40GB internal hard disk and built-in effects,
and can record on up to eight tracks simultaneously, with eight virtual
tracks available per recording track. It records in 16-bit/44.1kHz WAV
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format, and can interface with computers via USB, allowing you to
port the WAVs into your computer for you to work on them there.
Some new controllers were also unveiled. The affordable K-series
USB MIDI keyboards are available in 25-, 49- and 61-note versions.
The 25-note K25 costs just £65 and the K49 costs £99, while a price
for the K61 has not yet been announced. All three feature ClickPoint
controllers, a pair of assignable knobs and switches, an assignable
slider and cross-platform editor software. All three K-series controllers
come bundled with a cut-down version of Legacy MI from the Legacy
Collection Digital Edition.
Equally affordable was the £139 Padkontrol (pictured above),
a drum controller. In addition to its 16 velocity-sensitive pads, the
Padkontrol offers an assignable X-Y controller {derived from the Kaoss
Pad) which can be used to output flams and rolls. As with the K-series
controllers, assignments can be edited from a computer via USB.
Sounds from the likes of Toontrack (Drums From Hell), Propelierhead,
Ableton, IK Multimedia and UVI are included.
Korg UK Brochure Line +44 (0)1908 857150
www.korg.co.uk
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Ordinary FireWire audio interfaces are fine for capturing your
musical id2as on the go. But if you're the type of musician

or engineer who won't compromise quality, then you need
to audition the Onyx 400F Studio Recording Preamp with
192kHz FireWire 1/0.

This professianal 10-channel premium mic preamp and
audio inte-face features four boutique-quality Onyx mic
preamps, with superior headroom, sonic detail and clarity
vs. the competition (123dB dynamic range and .0007% THD,
measured in the real world). The Onyx 400F also offers TRS
inserts for plugging your favorite outboard gear into your
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FOR MOST FOLKS,
ANY FIREWIRE
INTERFACE WILL DO.

FOR THE OBSESSED,
THERE’S ONYX.

signal path before sending it to your Mac or PC. And an
internal 10 x 10 DSP Matrix Mixer with 64-bit floating point
processing and full recall—a feature not found on any other
FireWire interface, at any price.

With mastering-grade 24-bit/192kHz AKM® audio converters
true 192kHz operation at full channel count, a powerful
standalone operation mode, and robust aluminum-and-steel
construction, the Onyx 400F boasts fanatical attention to
every last detail. Not to mention exceptionally open, natural
and revealing sound worthy of your finest projects. Visit
www.mackie.com/onyx400f to feed your obsession.
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MACKIE ONYX 400F: FOUR BOUTIQUE MIC PREAMPS W/ 192KHZ FIREWIRE 1/0.

www.mackie.com = +44 (0) 1268 571212 = +| (425) 487 4333
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WHAT’S NEW

Another gem from Focusrite
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ocusrite have launched a ‘bigger brother’ to their Saffire audio
F interface, featuring the same high-quality Focusrite preamps,

24-bit/192kHz A-D/D-A conversion and software control features.
However, unlike the compact desktop Saffire interface, the 1U
rackmounting Saffire Pro 26 1/0 can handle a maximum of 26
inputs and 26 outputs. In this version there are eight analogue inputs
with Focusrite preamps, eight analogue outputs, and a further 18
channels of digital 1/0 (stereo S/PDIF plus 16 channels of ADAT). Two
of the analogue inputs have variable impedance to match different
microphone types and are equipped with insert points, and there are
high-pass filters on every channel. The

3 3
Saffire Pro 26 1/0 can either be buss-powered or powered via an
external PSU and comes with the Saffire Control Pro software. Akin to
the Saffire Control software provided with the original Saffire, this
allows the user to set up individual custom mixes for each analogue
output and switch between tracking and playback modes. DSP within
the unit allows for latency-free monitoring and onboard EQ,
compression, reverb or amp modelling effects processing. These
effects are also available as VST or Audio Units plug-ins within
compatible DAW software packages. The UK retail price has been set
at £499, which looks like good value to us.

Focusrite +44 (0)1494 462246 www.focusrite.com
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New mic, speakers
and keyboards from

M-Audio

A t Winter NAMM M-Audio were showing their new tube

mic, which aims to capture some of the magic of classics

such as the AKG C12 and Neumann U47. The
Sputnik offers cardioid, omni and figure-of-eight
polar patterns, has a frequency response quoted
as 20Hz to 20kHz and can handle SPLs of up to
142dB with the switchable -10dB pad. They've
also introduced the EX66 (pictured right), an
active monitor with an unusual design featuring
two separate low/mid-range drivers either side of
a titanium-dome tweeter. It can accept both
analogue and S/PDIF or AES digital inputs, and
features onboard DSP to handle cabinet resonance
tuning and crossover optimisation. An Acoustic
Space control is said to optimise low-frequency
response to match the speaker's position within
your room. M-Audio unveiled plenty of new
keyboards, too. The Axiom range (the Axiom 25
is pictured below) combines semi-weighted keys
with eight drum trigger pads and eight rotary
controllers, the
trusty Oxygen
range has been
updated, and the
new Prokeys
88SX is a stage
piano ‘so light that
you can carry it
under one arm’.
M-Audio UK
+44 (0)1923 204010
www.maudio.co.uk
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SE Electronics
launch ‘portable
vocal booth’

é". ic manufacturers SE Electronics have
% branched out into acoustic treatment

with the new Reflexion Filter, a
portable screen designed to reduce the
amount of room
ambience
picked up by
the mic. The
screen is
positioned
directly behind
the microphone
so it can absorb
and diffuse the
sound from the
vocalist (or
instrumentalist)
before it can
reach the
surrounding
walls and surfaces and be reflected back into
the mic. The Reflexion Filter is constructed
from multiple layers of punched aluminium,
wool, aluminium foil and aluminium foam and
can be mounted on a normal mic stand. Early
reports suggest that the device works very
well and, at £229, it costs a good deal less
than acoustically treating a whole room!

Sonic Distribution +44 (0)1582 470260.
www.sonic-distribution.com
www.seelectronics.com
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reality check

Ready for a dose of reality?

When choosing reference monitors for mixing and
music production, accuracy is essential. Speakers that
sound “good” on first impression may not necessarily be
accurate. You need an honest reference for your mix
Not monitors that have been tweaked or coloured to
sound impressive

The new HS series gives you the perfect reference
point. If your mix sounds good on these, it will sound
good on anything

HS Series drivers are housed in bass reflex cabinets, and
reproduce a surprisingly tight low end with a smooth, high
frequency response to beyond 20 kHz. And, because units
are sold and packaged individually, it's easy to build flexible
monitor setups and 5.1 systems

Keep it real at www.yamahaproaudio.com

HS80M HS10W

8" polypropylene cone 8 150-watt woofer - /DO
1" dome tweeter Dual XLR and 1/47 inputs
120-Watt biamped 3 balanced XLR outputs bamped

XLR and 1/4" connectors Phase switch XLR and 1/4" connetio ~ .
RRP £199 RRP £329 RRP 129 www.yamaha MUuSIC.CO.uUkK



WHAT’S NEW

Apogee and Apple team up on new interface
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stage introduce their own audio interface to accompany

Logic Pro, and at NAMM, it was revealed that they have
teamed up with Apogee to provide a high-end, rackmountable
Firewire interface called the Ensemble that is ‘fully integrated’
into Logic Pro. Ensemble is a Core Audio (and therefore
Mac-only) device which can handle up to 36 channels of
simultaneous audio (18-in, 18-out). It offers eight channels of
Apogee's A-D and D-A conversion, four digitally controlled mic
preamps and extensive analogue and digital 1/0. Ensemble
incorporates Apogee’s Soft Limit digital input limiter, UV22HR

T here has been much speculation that Appie would at some

-
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dithering and Intelliclock clocking technologies and the Maestro
software controls mixing and routing within the unit. But the real
selling point of Ensemble is that everything from mic pre gain to
output level to sample- and bit-rate selection can be controlled
from within Logic Pro. It costs £1195 and will be available at the
end of February. The pricing is a little above what you'd expect
to pay for a conventional interface but rather less than you'd
expect for an Apogee product!

Sonic Distribution +44 (0)1582 470 260

www.sonic-distribution.com

www.apogeedigital.com

Mackie launch their own Satellite

T he Winter NAMM show saw Mackie launch their innovative Satellite Firewire recording system,

which features a small portable audio interface that fits into a docking station providing
monitoring controller-style features. The Satellite Pod (pictured un-docked and docked, right) is
a portable 24-bit/96kHz two-channel Firewire interface incorporating two Onyx preamps and dual
headphone/control room outputs with individual level controls. When docked into the
Satellite Base Station, which provides AC power, additional 1/0, talkback and
monitor switching, the system becomes a two-input, six-output interface with 4t
a routing matrix, built-in talkback mic, comprehensive monitoring functions A4
and surround speaker control. It's a very appealing concept — the Base Station %\\
stays permanently wired into your home studio setup and you can simply sling
the Pod into your laptop bag if you need to record on the move.

Mackie's sister company Tapco also got in on the act with the 24-bit/96kHz
Link Firewire 4x6 audio interface, a four-input, six-output interface for Mac and PC. This
buss-powered interface comes with Apple Core Audio, ASIO 2 and WDM drivers, as well as a full
version of the aforementioned Tracktion 2. \ts features two mic/line inputs with phantom power,
balanced monitor outputs, S/PDIF /0 and a headphone output with source select.

Another exciting new product is the cross-platform C4 Commander software for the Mackie
Control C4 control surface. This allows users to control hardware MIDI devices such as
keyboards, sound modules, Line 6 Pods and effect processors directly from their Mackie Control
C4. More than 180 profiles for a variety of instruments and effects units are included but
users can also set up editors for their favourite hardware and soft synths via an intuitive
drag-and-drop visual interface that maps parameters to the C4’s knobs and displays.

Mackie announced the Tracktion v2.1 update, which includes custom control
surface creation facilities, MP3 import, MP3/0GG export and MIDI loop recording.
There's also support for Frontier Design’s Tranzport wireless DAW controller and
various drag-and-drop file import improvements. Also new is a set of six mixing
plug-ins that are free to download for registered users of the boxed version of
Tracktion 2. The Mackie Mixing Tools bundle contains reverb and stereo panner
plug-ins and mono and stereo compressor and EQ plug-ins. Both are available
now, while Mackie's other show announcements aren’t due until the spring.

Mackie UK +44 (0)1268 571212 www.mackie.com

mon PHONES
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WHAT’S NEW

Hardware Hammond module from Creamware

ollowing on from their Minimax and Pro 12 ASB,
F Creamware unveiled a third member of their
Authentic Sound Box range at NAMM. The
B4000 ASB is a Hammond B3 module with a faithful
complement of nine real drawbars. It's based on the
B3000 plug-in for Creamware’s SCOPE DSP platform and
claims to model many detailed aspects of the original
electromechanical Hammond B3, right down to the effects
of worn tonewheels, a feature which is fortunately
user-adjustable! The B4000 also offers a built-in Leslie
rotary speaker emulation, with separate control of and
access to the bass and treble ‘rotors’. Like the other
instruments in the ASB range, the hardware module can
be controlled via USB from a stand-alone Mac or PC Editor,
which offers you access to more parameters than can be
edited from the B4000's front panel. It'll cost £649 and
will be available by the end of March.
Sonic8 +44 (0)8701 657456
www.sonic8.com www.creamware.de

Digital Performer 5
launched at Winter NAMM

to Digital Performer. DPS features no fewer than six

new virtual instruments, including several types of
synthesizer, a drum machine and a CPU-efficient
‘miri-sampler’. Then there's the Meter Bridge, a new window
which allows the user to monitor the levels of all signal
paths within the DP mixing environment in one place.
Tracks can now be organised into folders and sub-folders
and then collapsed or expanded, and four new audio editing
tools have been added to the tool bar. Version 5 also has
some new features
relating to MOTU
music-for-picture s
projects, always one [! @
of DP's strong suits. i 1
Professional visual '
cues can be added to o
movie files and a
‘visual click’ can be - gir A T $ R N
superimposed on 3 ? - ! g g — ! ! _! '
Quicktime movies. e anlisl ety
Other new features o O ¥ | - l 1 l
include click and | 1 - I T *
count-off | * * ’ T - ‘ - L4
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refinements, the 200

M OTU used the NAMM show to unveil a major update

A

ability to add

non-destructive level i ':: T i E ! V .l.l

automation to

individual

soundbites and the ability to play MIDI notes from the computer Engine which also powers MOTU's Mach Five sampler, Ethno

keyboard. Pricing for version 5 was not available when we went to Instrument is equipped with 4GB of sampled sounds and 4GB of loops

press, but previous experience suggests that it’s likely to be the same  and phrases from around the world, and synth-style envelope, filter

as the current version — £399. and modulation controls. It can operate as a stand-alone application
Meanwhile, MOTU have released Ethno Instrument, a or as a VST, Direct X, MAS, Audio Units or RTAS plug-in. It costs £249.

sample-based virtual instrument for Mac and PC. Built on the UVI Musictrack +44 (0)1767 313447 www.musictrack.co.uk www.motu.com
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WHAT’S NEW

New plug-ins from
Waves

aves have replaced the ageing
w X-Noise with a new noise-reduction

plug-in based on ‘a brand-new
algorithm that reconceptualises the way
noise is treated’. Z-Noise is claimed to offer
unprecedented transient preservation and
low-frequency resolution, and unlike many
rival products, doesn't need to be shown a
‘noise only' sample in order to work at its
best. It also has an adaptive mode allowing it
to track a changing noise signal over time.
The other big news from Waves is the
SSL 4000 Collection, a plug-in bundle
developed under license from Solid State
Logic. The three plug-ins replicate the
G-series stereo buss compressor, the E-series
channel strip, which combines £Q and
dynamics, and the G-series channel equaliser
(pictured here). Waves say their engineers
spent over a year analysing SSL hardware and
that the plug-ins sound ‘virtually identical’.
Sonic Distribution +44 (0)1582 470 260
www.sonic-distribution.com

Open Labs T
roduce smaller 4 E
eyboard PC

pen Labs’ Neko keyboard-based computer caused
0 a stir when it was announced at NAMM a couple of
years ago, and our December 2004 review
rated it as a capable PC-based recording
platform. But it was also rather heavy and quite
expensive, and with no direct distribution in
the UK, the cost of shipping a system over
from the US was also significant. However,
at this year's NAMM, Open Labs
announced the considerably smaller and
much lighter Miko. Retailing in the States
for $1999 (about £1120 at the time of
going to press), it should cost much less
to ship. Other than being smaller, Miko is
based on the same AMD 64-bit processing architecture
as the Neko (systems are partly user-configurable, so you can order a dual-processor system if you want), and it runs Windows XP,
concealed within a ‘shell’ OS that allows you to access just the features that you need to run music software, manage |/0 and access
plug-ins. Other than that, the Miko is a Windows PC at heart, and will run most plug-ins or software designed for that platform, and
will, claim Open Labs, record or play back up to 64 tracks of 24-bit/96kHz audio simultaneously. Externally, in addition to the
computer keyboard, 37-note musical keyboard, built-in 15-inch colour touchscreen and dual fader/knob panels, the Miko includes
a licensed Presonus four-in, six-out audio section with two phantom powered mic/line preamps, two line inputs and a dual-channel
headphone out. Outputs are on six balanced jacks and a digital Toslink connector. We'll be taking a proper look at it later this year.
Open Labs +1 512 444 6222 www.openlabs.com
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DESKTOP THUNDER

MediaDesk:
Full Range Audio
And Deep Bass From Your Computer

MediaDesk. The first true 2.1 full-range professional monitoring system designed to produce a seamless spectral experience
for computer audio recording and production, or listening o music without any compromises.

A powered system with a small footprint and a compact sub that fits under your workspace, MediaDesk uses 2-way satellite speakers
witr a dedicated 8 subwoofer. Blue Sky's Bass Management Svstem puts the full, articulate bottom end exactly where it should be.

Easily expandable to a 5.1 Surround system, MedizDesk brings professional grade monitoring to a whole new world
of applications in your home, stucio, production suite, or broadcast studio.

exclusive UK Distributor

beyerdynamic))))
www.beyerdynamic.co.uk
t: 01444 258258



WHAT’S NEW

siLren

€ awvarore

Arturia
model
Prophet
synths

rturia added another 'V’
A software emulation to their

range of virtual instruments at
this year's NAMM show. Prophet V
models (you guessed it) Sequential
Circuits’ Prophet 5 five-note
polyphonic subtractive synth and also includes an emulation of
Sequential’s later Prophet VS vector synth, the forerunner of the Korg
Wavestation. The Prophet 5 emulation is based on both Rev 2 and the
more stable Rev 3 versions of the original instrument. and offers all 54
parameters and the 40 presets of the original synth, as well as a new
mono mode and plenty of completely new presets. The VS emulation
includes all the original 96 digital waveforms, wnich can be assigned to
up to four oscillators and blended and crossfaded using the

New gear from

Presonus

ollowing in the footsteps of the Firepod interface, Presonus’
F new Firestudio is an 18-in, 18-out Firewire interface
equipped with eight mic preamps and S/PDIF, ADAT, word
clock and MIDI I/0. But what
sets the 1U rackmounting
Firestudio apart from the many
other Firewire interfaces out
there is the included Monitor
Station Remote, or MSR,
a handy little box that
connects via Cat 5 cable and
provides a range of monitor
controller features. It has two
headphone amps, a talkback
mic, a level control and Mute,
Mono and Dim buttons, and
users can switch between

tracking, stereo mixing and surround mixing modes.
Pictured below, looking almost identical to the Firestudio, the
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MIDI-controllable joystick and the five-point envelopes of the original
synth. Bath emulations can be run simultaneously, and built-in chorus
and stereo delay effects can be added. Unlike the original synths,
Prophet V's polyphony can be set from two to 32 notes, host processor
power permitting. Prophet V is available in stand-alone, VST, Direct X,
RTAS and Audio Units versions and costs £139.99.

Arbiter Music Technology +44 (0)208 207 7880.

www.arbitermt.co.uk www.arturia.com

new Digimax FS is in
fact an eight-channel Class-A mic preamp
with 24-bit/96kHz ADAT digital output, plus balanced
analogue direct outs and balanced insert points on every
channel. It's primarily aimed at anyone wanting to add eight
high-quality preamps to their computer audio interface or digital
mixer via ADAT. The sample rate can be set at 44.1, 48, 88 2 or
96 kHz and the Digimax FS will happily
sync to external devices via word clock.
Finally, Presonus have launched the
Faderport, an unconventional USB MIDI
controller that provides one long-throw
motorised fader, a pan knob, transport
controls and a variety of other buttons
(Mute, Solo, Record and so on). The
compact desktop unit is intended as an
easy way to add fader automation to
single or grouped channels, as well as
providing quick access to a variety of
commen controls, although claiming that it offers ‘mouse-free ]
music production’ is over-stating the case a little! The Faderport |
is compatible with Windows and Mac OS and supports all the
major DAW packages.
Hand in Hand Distribution +44 (0)1579 326155.
www.presonus.com www.handinhand.uk.net




WHAT’S NEW

T he Boss Loop Station concept

has just become even more o - - = v
= LDOP STATIO [ pousecer T ovor | vout v @ uasten)

sophisticated with the addition QIB0SS RC-50 = %, :

of the new RC50 seven-footswitch o ; OEOFOR OF OF OF O &

floor unit. It positively dwarfs the
diminutive RC20XL looping pedal we
reviewed back in September 2005 e =
{(www.soundonsound.com/sos/ o
sep0S/articles/bossrc20x].htm), and w E
allows three different stereo loop
tracks to be manipulated at the same
time. It also supports multiple
overdubs, so phrases can be

Boss rinse and repeat

stacked. The RC50 can be locked to MIDI Clock and offers Loop Quantize and Loop Sync
functions so that all recorded phrases can start together. Tempo Sync allows the
tempo of multiple phrases to be matched during playback. There are
376 play-along sampled-drum guide patterns in

a variety of time signatures and up to four optional
footswitches can be added for extra control.

For those wanting a straightforward means of
recording, the Boss BR60O is a cost-effective,
stand-alone, Compact Flash-based multitracker that
provides eight simultaneous playback tracks, each with
eight virtual tracks. Digital effects are built in, including
COSM guitar and bass-amp models, chorus, delay and
reverb, plus EQ for every channel. Pitch correction is also
included, as is a drum machine offering almost 300 drum and
percussion patterns. Beats may also be programmed from the
velocity-sensitive pads. For portable recording, the unit can
operate on six ‘AA’ batteries and there's a stereo mic built in.
Roland UK +44 (0)1792 515020 www.roland.co.uk

Novation expand controller keyhoard range

he Novation Remote 25SL controller displays (www.soundonsound.com/sos/ features as the original, with the bonus of
T keyboard, which featured on the feb06/articles/novationremote25sl.htm). a few extra octaves to play with. They're
cover of last month's SOS, was Now Novation have produced 37- and good value too — the Remote 37SL costs
praised for its innovative Automap 61-note versions of the Remote SL. The £369, while the Remote 61SL costs £419.
automatic control-mapping software, its new Remote 37SL and Remote 61SL (the  Novation +44 (0)1494 462246
variety of controllers and its handy LCD latter pictured below) have all the same www.novationmusic.com
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turnkey

No.1in the UK

lowest prices guarantee*

largest range of stock under
one roof

biggest dealer for many suppliers

most comprehensive hi-tech
demo facilities

most accessible in London
and from all over the country

TOTTENHAM — ¢ !
g friendliest service in store and on
& '5%, the phone
turnke only monthly catalogue
y clearest website in the business

Now in business for over 25 years, Turnkey is by
far the largest single store operation in the UK,

5 ‘.\ ' "‘\ Y -“' e ?7 - . and as such we are able to invest unrivalled time, www- turnkey- co [ ] uk

X ".J F a _ S

p— money and energy into making it a unique . '
PRy 5 ; l.‘ o __— < Spappinb axperens, Thousands of products, specs’& deals listed!
. 7“ ,‘“’ =P 32PAGE MONTHLY CATALOGUE

Opening times: Mon - Wed: 10 am - 6 pm
/ - LY . the buyer’s

Thursday: 10 am - 7 Fri - Sat: 10 am - 6
$illiigs o e s, OUERSO08
pen 9am - 7pm Mon - Fri, 10am - 6pm Sat. Ts‘
\ 3 Sundays and public holidays: Closed unless otherwise advertised. Pnonuc
& g~ ~=

o 4

SUBSCRIBE NOW FOR YOUR MONTHLY CATALOGUE!
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| DIGIDESIGN . ; . L o CUBASE SX3
MBOX 2 W EMU 1616M . m . ', MUSIC PRODUCTION

| AUDID INTERFACE SNPSSSIN #CMCIA INTERFACE MU-1616M TASC-FW180. PR soF ware

e £330 3 SEeall CAKEWALK
ECHO o~ . Y TASCAM .| SONAR 5 r ¢ ]
|GINA 36 A o E-MU 1820 W US-2400 m. STUDIO EDITION m- [ m SPL GOLD miC

AUDIO INTERFACE SOUNDCARD [; 20 DAW CONTOLLER S 0 MUSIC PRODUCTION CAKE S0 z Ve PREAMP

EDIROL 3
FAG6 « M-AUDIO | 1 YAMAHA
1926NZ FIREWIRE m. || FIREWIRE SOLO m‘ o1x

| INTERFACE AUDIC INTERFACE (YRR CONTROL SURFACE

I M-AUDIO BHAY nien
e Sl PROJECT M | APPLE LOGIC [ - .
|EUIR0L UA-25 | o nnfwﬁenmg(x b ‘m. EXPRESS 7.1 LirYd m‘ pu—

USB AUDIO INTERFACE SURFACE [XCURLGYER G MUSIC PRODUCTION . ¢ | AURAL EXCITER BN ACTIVE NEARFIELDS

/(L—%

TC ELECTRONIC [ | c
L= POWERCORE ke RRP £300
£5 L compact m‘ APPLE o~ PROPELLERHEADS) m& DBX 266XL

EMU 0404 N Finewine prug v . AN LOGIC PRO 7.1 w REASON 3 B DUAL CHANNEL w ADK SC1

| SOUNOCARD EMU-04( ospP uNIT - L AUDIO EDITOR x MUSIE. PRODUCTION COMPRESSOR " CONDENSER MIC

turnkey call 020 7419 9999 fax 020 7379 0093 www.turnkey.co.uk |




EUROPE’S LOWEST PRICES

*Our guarantee is that we will beat any genuine guote on a like for like basis, on
identical goods, from a UK or European dealer at the time of order. We must be
able to substzntiate the quote and the competitive dealer must have the
goods in stock and available to sell.

GUARANTEE!

Europe’s Lowest Prices -

UP TO 95% OFF!

Our buyers scour the planet daily to
bring you the best deals anywhere -
we’ve always got a wide range of
superb value ‘end of line’ clearance
deals available at a fraction of the
original prices - just check out a few
of the examples shown here!

Buy Now, Pay
Nothing for a Year!

* No deposit!
* Nothing to pay for 12 months!

* Pay the balance in 12 months and pay
no interest!

= Or pay over 36 months, 29.8% APR fixed
for the term of the loan.

{Minimum spend £€1,000 for |2 months, 6 months available
for purchases over £500 See below for example.)

CD

CD TWIN '
CD DUPLICATOR

An extremely

convenient hardware
stand-alone CORW
duplicator. Compact, )
portable tabletop 29 x 23 :

x 6 cm size and including a / w,‘ ~——
headphone socket and stereo

audio line outputs, for use as a &

conventional hi-fi CD player.

Twin transports for source player -

and CD-R/RW rewritable recorder, will burn a digital copy of any disc
at 24x normal speed (ie. Copy a full 74 min disc in about 3 minutes.)
You can copy individual tracks in any order at |6x speed or do a raw
bit for bit copy of the disc,s data content for exact clone of the
original, at 4x speed. Mac or Windows compa:.ible operation via USB
2.0 interface as external 32x speed burning CD-R/RW or 52x reading
CD-Rom. CD Twin is able to read and copy @most
any popular CD format including Audio CD, Data
CD-Rom,Video VCD. CD-l, enhanced CD, CO+G
graphics and Photo-CD.

\

SAMSON €05

CONDENSER MIC

The new COS mic offers Samson
condenser technaiogy i 2
comfortable to use hand held
deagn It's 19mm shockmounted
capsule with 2 cardiod pickup
pattemn prowdes 2 smooth flat frequency
response. which excels in both kve performance and recording appixations, The
€05 has a quality finish topped with goldplated XLR connectors Carry case
and muc clip included. 3 whole lotta mic for the money!

WGP [0
m.

COMPACT 6 CHANNEL MIXER

Tapco is a new
division of parent
company Macke, set
to market extremely
affordable products
with high quality features
and design. The 6306 is a
very tough, compact utility
mixer with é:2 configuration
and weighs just |.6kg. It includes
high headroom circuitry (up to
+18dBu) and offers 6 input channels
including 2 XLR mic preamps and high
impedance jack input ideal for guitar
pickups. Up to +84dB gan is available through the mixer yet the
overall THD is below 0.025%. Feacuring 2 band high and lew shelf
EQ (at 80Hz and 12kHz) and 2 aux sends per
channel, plus stereo aux return, stereo tape input
with tape output. 8 segment LED metering, rotary
faders and 9V PSU.

Um-1X
USB MIDI INTERFACE

The UMI 13 3 USB to MIDI interface for
ixl operation (16 channels) and Is avaable
in two versiont Both are self powered via USB and have
a3 ng lead USB cable and phg The UM- IX (ram
picture) has 3 fying iead twin MIDI cable with Y-3pbs ta MID{n and MID( out §
i OIN maie The UM.1SX has female MID] sochets on the base uni
instead, whech maybe more
Mac OSX 100!

convenient in many <irc.mutances, and It now

WE’RE CUTTING PRICES EVERY DAY, CHECK FOR THE VERY
LATEST DEALS ONLINE AT WWW.TURNKEY.CO.UK!

| ADK A510LX &
SHOCKMOUNT

COBDENSER MIC VOCAL MIC

AvDIX ETA
om2 | P8t
POWER CONDITIONER

BYNAMIC MIC
|

AKG C20008 O >
et RORT | T | £9T
CONDENSER MIC i MILL-DIBOX

‘ AYDID- PRO TECH
TECHNICA POPPER -
118202 | sTOPPER 214 |
| RABIO MIC SYSTEM WINDSHIELD P

Finance Example
Tymcal Example. Spenc £1000. £D depoat.

Exhwpwﬁ1w7wm12mhsdthemum
purchase, total amout payable £1 pay no

wwﬂ%ﬁg%ﬂlm

waouanmm Credt subjoect to
stamm. Appicants must be 19 or over.

FACTORY DIRECT |

FACTDRY DIRECT

| VOYAGER V3
by BOB M00G

ANALOGUE SYNTH

MILLENIUM
MIC STAND

MAXELL
CD-R SPINDLE
50 PACK

Nt

FACTORY DIRECT

DSI EVOLVER
KEYBOARD

BARGAIN MEDIA PACK

ACCESS VIRUS
TI POLAR

SYNTH

.| 04SYS 76
WORKSTATION
KEYBOARD

PETEM MRECT

| ACCESS VIRUS
m l CLASSIC m

SYNTHESIZER

ACCESS VIRUS
TI KEYBOARD

SYNTH

020 7419 9999

) ACCESS
| VIRUS TI

TGN ETHERWAVE

FACTORY DIRECT
"

FACTORY DIRECT
VOYAGER ; TeVo
| BACK

SYNTH RACKMOUNT SYNTH

PRETIRT PRt

DSI EVOLVER
DESKTOP

AKAI MPC2500
4 TRACK
SEQUENCER / SAMPLER

1 0SI
EVOLVER RACK |

SOUND MODULE

SAMPLELAB [
BROKEN BEATS ﬁ!‘ ‘

SAMPLE LIBRARY

FACTORY DIRECT
by BOB M00OG | !
CLASSIC ELECTRONIC g
THEREMIN

RRP £398

£249"

1ON-IEDO1

10N IEDOT

ELECTRONIC DRUMKIT
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AC'1 from only £699

Many systems now available from stock!

PICK ANY CORE PC SYSTEM...

Addan

“RKS8 MIDI
controller to any
AC-1 for only £29

or an RTM1
transport control
for only

£39

ADD ANY SOLUTION.

N

y

fia T T e (- 4 .
AC-1LE ) B ) Tower ) Solutions
i _ Core 1 GigaStudie Crchestra hias an incredible specification
) - intel 640/3.2GHz
Standard - 512MB DDR2 RAM
- Intet 640/3.2GHz
+120GB SATA HD
- 512MB DDR RAM
120GE SATA HD e
- DVDRRW oy £699 Core 2 hieving tis professicnally aud rehably s large
+ Intel 650/3.4GHz dependent on the cc T e O o
- 1GB DDR2 RAM il
Plus + 200GB SATA HD
« Inted 650/3.4GHz « DVDR/RW only £749
- 1GB DDR RAM
+ 200GB SATA HD .
- DVDRAW wiy ET99 Centrino
System 1 Tascam GigaStudio 3
+ Intel PentiumM 1.8GHz Orchestra &
+ 80GB 7200rpm HD RME HDSP9652
- 512MB DDR2 RAM
AC- 1 ' - CDRW/OVD RRP £229
/ . System 2 |
! « Intel PentiumM 2.1GHz only
+ 80GB 7200rpm HD 8 |
Core 1 + 1GB SDDR2 RAM £5 9 =
« Inte) 640/3.2GHz Claluiluiy o £1349
+ 1GB DDR2 RAM Huge range of other Solutions available:
 200GB SATA HD Desktop Replacement 17”
- DVDRRW oty E87T9 = . o
System 1 { £418
« Intel 650/3.4GHz £179
Core 2 + 80GB 7200rpm HD £249
« Intel 65073.4GHz - 1GB SODR2 RAM ca0n
- 1GB DDR2 RAM - DVDRRW
- 80GB & 200GB SATA HD £999 System 2 ::;:
« DVDRRAW onty  Inte 660/3.6GHz :
< 0GB & 80GB 7200rpm HDs \/ Cubase SX2 & MOTU Traveller £995
+ 2GB SDDR2 RAM X3 & | £1179
Core 3 - DVDRIBW oy £2399 21159
« Intel 650/3.4GHz £1249
'L'&'ELE:&T&'"%% RAID AC-1Xeon £1599
. £2459
+ 1GB DOR2 RAM
. DVORRW only £1149 Core 1 Nuendo 3 & Lynx AES16 £1829
« Intel Xeon 3.0GHz x2 €789
- 1GB DDR4 RAM £1549
Core 4 + 80GB HD & 400GB SATA e
| + DVDR/RW
+ Intel 560/3.6GHz £329
« Inte} EM64T compatible Core 2 EastWest Symohomc Plat & AME HDS £1418
12:?35’3&?3“ SATARAD . ';;:,' ;?;fi:f:‘ x Sonar 4 Stugio & Behringer BCA2000 c179
- DVORRW oy £1749 - 200GB HD & 800GB SATA RAID £2449 Sonar 4 Studic & Emu 04 €89
\_ Q)vvnmw y AN aas
See for full i See for tull




TOTAL SATISFACTION
NO EXTRA CHARGE

When you buy a music computer, all bases should be covered. To that end, we include everything below as standard
in the price - all you need to get started plus all you need to keep working, and then some! This stuff could easily set
you back nearly £2,000 if bought separately, but then you'd still have the familiar issue of one supplier blaming
another for your problems if things went wrong. Go on - how many other reasons do you need?
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works. Soundcards similarly have docum

an and d 3C

PRICE ELSEWHERE

£99:99
£FREE

¢

4 o |RESTORE E

J with a complete factory backup of the or
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with rubbish over time and there are many things out

SOUNDS'

recordings possible by using only

Wav

press. All 6

les are provided, free of charge, ir

PRICE EL SEWHERE

£369:70

£FREE

\

We're not a
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know the software and har
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PRICE ELSEWHERE

£699°00
£FREE

(WA SOFTWARE

thresholds ' lor ade-o

PRICE ELSEWHERE

¢| 16095
£FREE

SYSTEM

our engineers' experience is our number one benefi

1l y
PRICE ELSEWHERE

£300.00

\& £FREE

“I jus: got a Cubase SX Pro Studio from Carillon, and it is the best
quality PC I've ever seen. It s built like a tank, and all the hardware
is first-rate - all | had to do was hook it up, turn it on and go."

“I must say that | have found the general after-sales and customer
services provided by Carillon to be extremely impressive. They are
the anly company that | have dealt with in the last few years who
have pro-actively made sure that | was satisfied.”

“The Carillon is a remarkable beast - very powerful and almost
totally silent!”

“You're deciding between a G5 and a Carillon system. These are
BOTH extremely high-end machines, the only difference that
springs to mind is that Carillon have an excellent reputation for
support.”

“Carilion PC’s are as professional as you can get.”

[Unsolicited Sound On Sound web forum quotes!

~

“My Carillon is an AC1-LE which | bought about two years ago
It's built like a tank and | love it to death”™

“Relability has been excellent - no problems at all.”

“| bought an AC-1 15 months ago and will repeat what others have
said - great build quality, very quiet, cool case, configured
BRILLIANTLY and full of freebies.”

“The price is i ibly C
support that you're getting access to.”

ing the and

“I have just bought a Carillon music PC. Top notch kit, very quiet
and rack mountable as well. 10/10."

“The machine | bought from them is brilliant.”

4 )

PC Anywhere £
3 shost f 9.9

‘),u..h.

NI Xj y £
NI Traktor DJ Studio
ASK Software Tutorial .99
SampleLab Sample CT
Application Specific Keybd £99.99
Premium Tech Support Access £699.00
Houx setup & I all
Start Work Instantly &
Peace of Mind FR& A‘ £pr es

CARWLON




competition

win

Cedar
Audio

Retouch

Worth £235

udio restoration systems have
A traditionally been dedicated — and

limited — to removing certain types of
noise, most commonly crackles, pops, clicks
and scratches. Cedar Audio’s Retouch is
different. It does allow you to identify and
remove all of these, but it's also capable of
eliminating a huge variety of other sounds,
from coughs and record scuffs to church
bells, squeaky chairs, banging doors and
even car horns.

Whilst it's possible to remove some kinds
of unwanted noise using EQ or compression,
these techniques can damage ‘good’ signal
and cause undesirable side-effects such as
high-frequency drop-outs. Retouch operates
on both the spectral and temporal content
of the audio, and offers a graphical view to
help the user to accurately identify and
specify unwanted sounds. Once this is done,
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Interpolate

Prize kindly donated by Cedar Audio
@ +44 (0)1223 881 778.
m www.cedaraudio.com

the offending audio can be replaced with
sound derived from the surrounding signal
— leaving all other audio untouched and
intact.

Since its initial release in 2002, Retouch
has quickly become a favourite with
professional audio engineers and has been
used to fix problems with unwanted noise
on all kinds of projects, from archive
recordings of the Goon Show to the latest
Harry Potter movie. Retouch has helped to
save countless projects — if you're working
with audio from a live performance, or
restoring an old recording, it can be
invaluable.

Cedar Audio opened the world's first
commercial audio restoration studio in
Cambridge in 1989. Since then they have

Retouch

gone on to develop some ground-breaking
technology and have been involved in more
high-profile restaration projects than it is
possible to list here. This month, they have
generously agreed to give away a copy of
Retouch for Pro Toals to Sound On Sound
readers. Retouch v3 is available for Pro Tools
HD and LE v6.9 anwards on PC and is worth
£2350.

If you would like a chance to win this
fantastic prize, simply fill out the entry form
at the bottom of this page and post it to the
address on the coupon. Alternatively, you can
enter via the electronic form on the Sound On
Sound web site. Please make sure you answer
all the questions and complete the
tie-breaker, We akso require your full address,
including your postcode and your daytime
telephone number. The closing date for
entries is 30th Apnil, 2006. E=

When was Cedar’s studio first opened?
3.1979
b.1989
€. 1999
d. 2005

Which of these sounds can Retouch not

remove?

a. The sound of a banging door

b. The sound of church bells

¢. The sound of a car horn

d. The sound of an explosion in a vocal
booth

The filmic adventures of which fictional
wizard were assisted by Retouch?

a. Gandalf

b. Harry Potter

¢. Rincewind

d. Merlin

Cedar Audio Retouch tie-breaker

the small print

1. Only one entry per person
ts permitted. 2. Employees of
505 Publications Ltd, Cedar
Audio L1d and their
mmediate families are

mehgible for entry, 3. No
cash ahternative is available in
lieu of the stated prize.

4. The competition organisers
reserve the right to change
the specification of the pnize
Difered. 5. The judges’
decision is final and legally
sinding, and no
correspondence will be
entered into. 6. No other
correspondence Is to be
included with competition

8 Retouch Is very clever, but imagine if it could be applied 1o actual events. You could edit out
0 the six weeks you spent in that dodgy goth band and replace it with a summer holiday from
0 when you were 11. If you could edit out any part of yoar musical life, what would it be and why?
1 SR s A N R ik
O
[:] ..................................................................................................................................
O
L B e e A o G Ly PP P TP Would you ke to
receive more
INBOPOBE 5w s RS o SRR R SRR isb s vadyadis . Informetion on Codar
Audio Products?
LEIRA cceecosessmmnssssssssssmassssosesnassasssssasmmssesesrsmmmeetispsoenssastenmrsnsaestsestonss Hyes, please tick or
D cross this box. [
] Daytime ol 008 s s L e e
O Emel;

Post your completed entry to: Cedar Audio March 2006,
Sound On Sound, Media House, Trafalgar Way, Bar Hill, Cambridge CB3 85Q, England.

entries. 7. Please ensure that
you give your DAYTIME
telephone number on your
entry form. 8. Prize winners
must be prepared to make
themseives available in the
zvent that the competition
organisers wish to make

2 personal presentation

b




- The New Virus 11 Line

Hardware Synth. Software Plug-in. Audio & MIDI Interface.

Gontrol Surface. And more!

The incredible new VIRUS Total Infegration (T1) Synthesizer Line fram
Access Is all of these and mote! Tl vastly expands the synth engine of the
VIRUS. then extends it with VIRUSControl™, allowing it to appear as a scft-
synth. perform as a USB Audio/MIDI interface, and perform as a universal midi
control surface — truly a breakthrough product!! T takes the legendary Virus
sound 3 extremes, with more of what you loved, plus exciting innovations
Dual-DSP. 80 note polyphony”, Wavetable and 9-layer HyperSaw 0SC models,
16 delavs. 16 reverbs. programmable arp (pe” patch!), tap tempo. and more.
Memory 1S massive: 2048 ROM 312 RAM, plus new self-contained mullis,

VIRUS|Ti KEYBOARD

The Specifications:

- Dual DSP for 80 note polyphony*

with 16 singles you can tweak and transform without affecting other banks
Besides a great synth, TV is a professional audio'MIDI control cenfre
VIRUSControl™ lets it appear as a softsynth (with sample accurate iming'
Add plugins to the sound, or use T to process tracks with no CPU overhead
New +4dB balanced analog and SPOIF, backed by 24bit-192kHz converters
make 1t the perfect main I/0 for your rig. Tl 2ven doubles as a 32-sceme MID
programmable control surface! The new VIRJS Tl ts a revolation, and with
evolution ensured by free upgrades. this Is just the beginning. Grder tocay, ana
discover the one synth that can finally be aél things to all musicians!

VIRUS |Ti POLAR

Wavetable, HyperSaw™ and original VIRUS oscillator models. 3 main oscillators p. voice (+sub)

Parallel Reverb, Delay, Chorus, Phaser, Ring Mod. Distortion and Analog Boost FX per part

2 multi-mode filters: 4 original VIRUS, plus MiniMoog™-type self-oscillating models

- VIRUSControi™ VST/AU Plug-in links your synth to a Mac or PC to enable it to appear

VIRUS|T!

as a dual-stereo mix sample accurate soft synth with additional editor/librarian functionality

Universal Controller mode with synth templates and 32 user memories

- 6 balanced studio-grade +4dB outputs with 192khz D/A, switchable soft clipping,
and surround-sound capabilities. S'PDIF infout. 2 24-bit inputs

- Tap tempo based on SyncXtreme™

- Freely programmable arpeggiator in every patch

- Knob Quantize syncs any changes to clock interval for step-sequence sounds

- 3 LFOs with 68 waveforms in loop or envelope modes and 2 ultra-fast envelopes

- Expandable Single Patch Memory: 2048 ROM (rewriteable), 512 RAM

- Two different 16-Part multitimbral mo