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No Surprises In AM Stereo

by David Hughes

Washington DC ... There were few
surprises in comments from station
owners and receiver manufacturers on
the Commission decision not to take a
stand on AM stereo.

The commissioners voted 3-0 on 14
January not to select an AM standard.
They also refused to require multimode
receivers or to protect AM stereo pilot
tones.

Most industry participants who were
already in the C-QUAM camp agreed
with Motorola in viewing the FCC's de-
cision as an acknowledgement that a
defacto standard—the C-QUAM system
—has been reached.

Motorola’s AM Stereo Manager Chris
Payne called the FCC decision a “bless-
ing” which confirmed that C-QUAM
was a defacto standard.

Traditional Kahn system supporters
said they were glad that the Commis-
sion’s decision left room for broadcasters
to decide on which system they think is
best—including the Kahn system.

Leonard Kahn has refused to comment

NBC Exits
Radio In
O&0 Sale

New York NY ... General Electric (GE),
which owns NBC, has announced its in-
tention to sell the network’s radio
properties. Last summer, the NBC radio
programming networks were sold to
Westwood One.

The NBC stations date back to the mid-
1920s, with the formation of what is now
WNBC-AM in New York.

The network’s stations also include
WYNY-FM in New York, KNBR-AM and
KYUU-FM in San Francisco, WKQX-FM
in Chicago and WJIB-FM in Boston. NBC
has already announced the intention of
selling another station it owns, WKYS-
FM, Washington DC.

The firm recently sold WMAQ-AM,
Chicago, to Group W/Westinghouse.
That transaction was approved by the
FCC 21 January, according to NBC Ra-
dio Division President Randall Bongar-
ten.

“We are talking with a small number
of investors for the sale of our (other) ra-
dio properties,” Bongarten said. How-
ever, he would not disclose which firms
GE/NBC was talking to, nor would he
disclose the potential value of the deal.

Reportedly, the transaction could be
worth $150 million—with another $45
million for the pending sale of WKYS

(continued on page 7)

on the decision.

However, there was little concensus
from either side of the AM stereo battle
that the FCC action would result in a
firm and final standard anytime soon.

Moot point

ABC/Capital Cities Director of En-
gineering/Radio Al Resnick said he is
“fearful that, in a way, the AM stereo is-
sue is growing moot—with the industry,
the public and the receiver manufac-
turers. I am disappointed to see that”

He said that even if the Commission
had selected a standard, “AM stereo
would still be an uphill road. Now,
things are beyond stereo” into the NRSC
preemphasis standard.

Resnick maintained that the public,
faced with a wide variety of technical ad-
vances in areas besides TV or radio, “just
does not get excited about AM stereo
anymore.”

ABC/Capital Cities owns 11 AM sta-
tions, six of which have converted to AM
stereo. “We have a mix of systems,” Res-
nick said.

Winfield Standiford, CE of Washing-
ton DC’'s WKYS-FM, who had asked the
FCC for a multimode receiver standard,
said he was “happy to see that (the Com-
mission) did not select an exclusive
(transmission) system.”

He stresses that the C-QUAM system
has problems when it is used on AM
synchronous transmitters.
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work radio properties.

NBC's Bongarten confirms plans to sell net-
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“Right now, broadcasters still have a lot
of options. We don’t want to be locked
in,” Standiford said.

John Wright, president of Delta Elec-
tronics, which makes C-QUAM system
exciters, said the FCC action “did not
surprise me, considering the stage of the
game. The FCC does not want to get
back into the (AM stereo) game.”

He admitted that the Commission was
faced with a “no win” situation. If it
decided to select the Kahn system, the
Commission would have to face the
wrath of the majority of AM stations that
have already selected the C-QUAM sys-
tem.

And, Wright added, if it had picked
the C-QUAM system it would most
surely face a “legal battle” with Kahn.

“The decision now rests with broad-
casters,” he indicated. Wright said a ma-
jor boost for AM stereo would be the
proliferation of low cost receivers that
could be used in promotion efforts, such
as the Target Tuning product.

Glynn Walden, the engineer in charge
of Group W’s AM operations, also said
the FCC's action did not come as a sur-
prise.

“l didn’t expect them to choose a stan-
dard. It was not surprising,” said Wal-
den. In late 1986, Group W converted its
AM stations to the C-QUAM system.

He refused to comment on whether
the FCC's action would cause more sta-
tions to convert to stereo.

As for Kahn system supporters, Herb
Squire, CE of New York's WQXR, ac-
cepted the Commission’s decision with
“relief.”

“It would eliminate the problems of
forcing a single system on the market,”
Squire said. "It is a step in the right
direction.”

“The FCC does not want to take a stand
—or to risk misinterpretation that its de-
cision might not be fair,” he maintained.

Squire added that it is “too early to
tell” the impact of the decision on the
Kahn system.

C-QUAM supported

Ed Anthony, an audio design engineer
with Broadcast Electronics, another C-
QUAM exciter manufacturer, said he was
“very pleased” with the FCC’s decision.

Like Motorola, he said that the com-
missioners sent a “loud and clear state-
ment ... for asingle defacto standard.”

Yet, he said he did not want to com-
ment on whether the FCC action would
create a surge in sales of C-QUAM trans-
mission gear or receivers.

“There have been times when I
thought there would be a great C-QUAM
jump, and the industry produced a re-
sounding yawn,” Anthony said.

For more information on the FCC'’s de-
cision see the article in the 1 February is-
sue of RW. The FCC'’s contact is Marcia
Glauberman at 202-429-6302.
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FM2 Band Proposed For UHF

by David Hughes

Hackettstown NJ ... The owner of a
New Jersey AM daytimer has asked the
FCC to allocate a portion of the UHF-TV
band for a second FM radio band—a new
twist on the FM2 idea.

The plan, dubbed “High Definition
Radio,” requests the shared use of UHF
TV channels 32, 33 and 34 to be used by
current AM daytimers, as well as some
disadvantaged fulltime AMers and low
powered FMers.

“The (UHF) spectrum is already as-
signed to broadcasters,” said Larry Tighe,
president of Radio New Jersey (RN]),
which owns WRNJ, an AMer in Hack-
ettstown, NJ. It would be “just a matter
of moving some (fellow radio stations)
onto a lightly loaded band.”

The issue of sharing the UHF-TV band
comes at a time when TV interests are
fighting attempts by the land mobile in-
dustry to share the TV broadcast band.
TV broadcasters want to preserve un-
used frequencies in the band for ad-
vanced TV systems, such as high defi-
nition TV (HDTV).

The FCC has placed on hold a 1985
plan to allow increased land mobile shar-
ing of UHF, while an advisory commit-
tee, which was formed in late 1987,
studies advanced TV systems.

Original plan

Tighe's original FM2 plan, which was
filed in 1986, asked for reallocation of the
the 225-230 MHz band. It died last year
when the FCC said that the band had
been reserved for military uses and
could not be given to broadcasters.

Thomas Stanley, head of the Commis-
sion’s Office of Engineering and Technol-
ogy, said that the frequencies the origi-
nal plan sought were “vital to national
security interests” and would “displace
government operations.”

“FM2 died in a skirmish with the mili-
tary,” said Tighe. “But no small amount
of experience was gained in the process.”

He had also proposed using but did
not formally ask for the neighboring 220-
225 MHz band for FM2. Early on, that
idea was met with opposition from am-
ateur radio operators, who use that band.

Tighe adds that he is trying to find a
second FM band that would allow AM
daytimers, as well as AMers that share
time or fulltime AMers plagued by in-
terference, to move to the new band.

Eventually, the affected AM operations
would be discontinued, thereby reduc-
ing clutter on the AM band, Tighe said.

In its latest attempt for find new fre-
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quencies, Tighe's RNJ has asked the FCC
to allow radio stations to use “existing
Channels 32 through 34" to create 90
new FM channels—from 578 to 596
MHz.

Stations on the new band would be
able to run 50 kW ERP, based on 150 m
above average terrain. The primary serv-
ice contour would extend out an average
of 28.4 miles from the transmitter site.

The 200 kHz wide band would be
spaced as—578.1, 578.3, 5785, 5787,
578.9, 579.1 ... 595.5, 5957, 595.9.

“This request is in concert with the
Commission’s acknowledgement that
those (UHF) frequencies were available
to land mobile interests on a shared ba-
sis with TV broadcasters,” states the RN]J
petition, which was filed in late 1987.

RNJ questions the need for advanced
TV systems, while contending that there
is a strong need by daytimers, low
powered Class IV stations, AMs that
must share time and low powered Class
A FM stations to improve their services.

“Presently, there is no indication of
public interest in ATV and one is hard-
pressed to understand why the Commis-
sion is attempting to solve a spectrum
problem that is not known to exist,” the
RNJ petition contended.

AM problem more pressing

“lt is well known, however, that the
AM and FM bands are congested and
serving the public poorly. Until that
problem is solved by the reassignment
of UHF spectrum to radio broadcasting,
ATV has no right to consideration”

“For years now, the AM broadcast in-
dustry has been languishing in techni-
cal and economic despair,” the petition
indicated. “The same second class sta-
tus that the TV industry fears has long
been pushed on AM broadcasters and
nothing in the way of massive roadblock-
ing of bands was considered.”

RNJ maintains that the TV industry
“has used two carriers to carry their pro-
gram material. This wasteful system
could be converted over several years to
a single carrier system. By frequency
modulating the visual carrier as well as
amplitude modulating the same carrier,
both the aural and visual information
can be carried on the same frequency.

“The removal of the aural carrier then
gives additional bandwidth to the upper
sideband of the visual signal,” the com-
pany said. “That represents a spectrum
and energy savings.”

Tighe maintained that his filing “could
not come at a better time.” The issue of
land mobile sharing of the UHF band
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has been “stopped dead” with the Com-
mission’s advanced TV inquiry, he
stressed.

TV interests

Greg DePriest, VP of the Washington
DC-based Association of Maximum
Service Telecasters, which represents TV
broadcast interests, said the RN] plan
was “crazy.”

“Is there really a need to create more
FM stations?” DePriest indicated. “For
example, there are already 50 FM sta-
tions in the Washington area.”

He added that in some areas there are
already too many radio stations, causing
some AMers to go “belly-up.”

"Anytime someone sees a slice of un-
used spectrum, people will line up for
miles for it DePriest maintained.
“There is no need for another FM band,
and no need to expand the existing one.”

“Look,” responded Tighe, “TV stations
use 6 MHz of spectrum. My AMer uses
only 10 kHz. Instead of sharing the UHF
band with non-broadcast interests, it
could be shared with fellow broad-
casters. That would be more of a natu-
ral situation.”’

At press time, Tighe said that he has
not received much input from TV or
other radio broadcasters because the
“news is not out yet. I do know that
there are come Class A FM stations that
are interested, though.”

For more information on the proposal,
contact Larry Tighe at RNJ: 201-850-1000.
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Super Bowl Rules

The FCC suspended its rules for
auxiliary broadcasts in San Diego
and Los Angeles for Super Bowl
XXIL.

The Commission lifted Section
74.24 from 25 to 31 January to permit
advance coordination of auxiliary
broadcast frequency usage.

Broadcasters were permitted to use
whatever frequency necessary as long
as they went through a designated
frequency coordinator in Los An-
geles, said Barbara Fair, of the FCC's
Mass Media Bureau. The suspension
allowed broadcasters to use different
frequencies without seeking FCC ap-
proval, she explained.

The FCC took the same action for
the re-dedication of the Statue of Lib-
erty in New York, Pope John Paul II's
visit to the United States and Soviet
Gen. Mikhail Gorbachev’s recent visit
to Washington.

The FCC suspends the rule to elim-
inate uncoordinated use of auxiliary
broadcast stations on an automatic
STA basis which it fears might result
in spectrum congestion and excessive
interference causing less complete
broadcast coverage.

The contacts at the FCC’s Mass Me-
dia Bureau are James Durst and Bar-
bara Fair, 202-634-6307.

Ax Cross-Ownership Rules

The NAB asked the FCC to modify
or drop its newspaper/broadcast
cross-ownership rules—but the move
could prove fruitless with Congress
having prohibited cross-ownership in
television.

Before Congress adjourned for
Christmas, it passed legislation pro-
hibiting the FCC from changing cross-
ownership rules as they apply to tel-
evision. The move was widely viewed
as targeting publisher Rupert Mur-
doch, who owns TV stations in the
same markets where he owns
newspapers. The FCC had granted
him temporary waivers to hold both
properties.

The NAB filed comments at the
FCC in support of the rulemaking pe-
tition of the Freedom of Expression
Foundation (FEF). The NAB said the
FCC’s concerns about diversity of
broadcast properties when it adopted
the rules in 1975 are no longer valid
because of tremendous growth in the
number of diverse information
sources in the marketplace over the
past decade.

The application of the newspaper/
broadcast prohibition “may have led
to the demise of papers, or stations,
which would otherwise be serving
the public,” the NAB said.

The most recent Congressional ac-
tion prohibits the FCC from extend-
ing waivers.

In wake of the action by Congress,
the FCC said it could halt considera-
tion of any changes in newspaper/
broadcast rules, which apply to radio
and TV.

For more information, call Bob Hal-
lahan at the NAB, 202-429-5479.




February 15, 1988

Radio World 3

NAB Endorses Class A Upgrade

by David Hughes

Mauna Lani HI ... The NAB Board of
Directors, meeting in Hawaii in mid-
January, approved a plan for Class A FM
upgrades, continued its push for
changes in FM translator regulations,
and has earmarked funds for AM im-
provement.

The Class A power hike plan differs
from one proposed by a group of New
Jersey Class A stations. While the NJ
group, which has a petition before the
FCC, has argued for a blanket increase
to a 6 kW level for all stations, the NAB
wants each station to file individual-
lv.

The board said that stations “upon in-
dividual application to the Commission

. should be allowed to upgrade their
powers from 3 kW to 6 kW, provided that
the Class A station meets certain mile-
age separation minimums.”

Differences noted

Mike Rau, head of the NAB's Science
and Technology Department, confirmed
that the plan endorsed by the FCC speci-
fies different mileage requirements,
which offer more protection to more
powerful Class B's and Class C’s, in com-
parison with the NJ plan. (For details of
the NJ group’s plan see RW’s 1 Febru-
ary issue.)

"We are offering a plan that would al-
low about 60 percent of Class A's to up-
grade,” he said.

The board also directed the NAB staff
to appoint an engineering subcommittee
to examine other alternatives for Class A
stations, apart from the power hike pro-
posal.

The new subcommittee, which would
be composed of some of the members of
the current FM Transmission Subcom-
mittee, along with some “Class A in-
terests from the northeast,” Rau said,
would exist just for a few meetings to
discuss problems specifically affecting
Class As.

Some backers of the NJ plan main-
tained there are relatively few Class A
owners on the FM Transmission Sub-
committee. At press time, the NAB said
that the committee was expected to hold
its first meeting by February, although no
date had been set.

FM translators

The NAB board also passed a resolu-
tion asking the FCC to “begin an im-
mediate proceeding to review FM trans-

... the NAB
wants each station
to file
individually

lators including the financial and tech-
nical aspects thereof.”

It asked the Commission to enforce its
existing rules while it continues an in-
vestigation into so-called translator
"abuses.”

The NAB has said it is concerned
about the proliferation of “third-party”
translators, which are not owned by any
station, which relay a station's signal out-
side its market for a fee.

The NAB said it “strongly opposes any
expansion of the current translator rules
leading to the creation of a low-power ra-
dio service or in any other way which
would undermine the local broadcast
service now provided by full-power FM
stations.”

The association maintained that it
wants to “restore the FM translator serv-
ice to its original purpose”—mainly to al-
low a station to serve its entire coverage
area adequately.

The board stressed that the FCC
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created the FM translator service to “pro-
vide FM radio service to underserved
areas on a non-interfering, non-profit ba-
sis ... The abuse of FM translators now
poses a severe threat to the economic
viability and technical quality” of the FM
band.

“The translator issue is one of our big-
gest issues this year,” Rau said.

AM improvement

In other technical matters, the board
of directors passed a resolution to spend
up to $500,000 “if warranted—to take
whatever step necessary to salvage the
AM industry.”

The NAB said that the resolution “fol-
lowed an exhaustive and comprehensive
discussion” of AM radio’s plight.”

Rau said that the NAB staff will deter-
mine in the near future where the funds
should go. “We're looking at a number
of areas such as the super radio project,
the antenna project, and other areas. No
specific projects have been targeted yet,”
he indicated.

Areas where the money could be
spent, the NAB said, include the Radio
Executive Committee, the AM Improve-
ment Committee and the NAB/Radio
Advertising Bureau Radio Futures Com-
mittee.

The board also said it supports a plan
to increase effective signal-to-noise ratios

at radio stations “where these develop-
ments would be consistent with rea-
soned technical integrity of the radio
bands and which would avoid degrada-
tion of existing radio service areas, day
and night.”

In other developments, the board
authorized the NAB’s Legal Department
to appeal the FCC'’s indecency decision
in court. The NAB maintains that the
decision is still “too vague and does
not give broadcasters enough direc-
tion.”

On the issue ot the All-Industry Mu-
sic Licensing Committee, the board
agreed to form a task force to “develop
ways to raise funds needed to settle the
committee’s debt and to help reorganize
and restaff the committee.”

NAB President Eddie Fritts pro-
nounced the NAB “healthy.” He said
membership is at an “all time
high ... Our budget is in good shape
and we've had our game plan to con-
tinue that way even if there are a few
bumps in the economy.”

The association approved a budget ot
$14,397,050, a increase of 6.2 percent over
the previous budget.

For more information on technical is-
sues addressed by the board contact
Mike Rau at 202-429-5346. For informa-
tion about general issues contact Bob
Hallahan at 202-429-5479.
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‘“Radio Days”’ Over at 30 Rock

by Judith Gross

Falls Church VA ... The Golden Age of
Radio ends at 30 Rockefeller Plaza ...
and not with a bang but a whimper, af-
ter all.

First NBC sold its three radio program-
ming networks to Westwood One. Now
it's the radio O&O’s that are on the
block.

There was a time when belonging to
a prestigious national network was a
source of pride ... when "'going to the
net’’ was a sacred operation at any local
station.

The network used to be the last word
in news and programming ... this was

true, by the way, right through the hit
radio days of the sixties.

(I can still remember switching from
WABC to WMCA five minutes before
the hour when ABC news came on to
hear those few more precious moments
of music then back when the Good Guys
station went to the net at the top of the
hour for their newscast.)

Those days are gone. But maybe it's
just as well. Now it’s up to the local folks
to make radio something worth listening
to. The rules of the game sure have
changed ...

Meanwhile religious broadcasters are
in the midst of changing the rules for
their members—making them more
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stringent when it comes to financial ac-
countability.

Still reeling from the scandals of this
past year, the NRB was about to have its
annual gathering in DC as we went to
press.

They were expected to take up pro-
posals for self-regulation and strict new
enforcement rules.

Billy Graham was slated to talk about
financial and moral accountability from
a Biblical perspective.

Gone are the days when the media
ministry was only accountable to a
Higher Power.

JAR AT

The NAB Board left the snow and
blustery January of much of the main-
land for Paradise when they held their
annual meeting in Hawaii.

In addition to toasting President Ed-
die Fritts, several substantial issues came
out of the Kohala Coast jaunt.

There was a lot of time devoted to con-
tinuing efforts to foster AM improve-
ment.

There were a number of ownership
items on the agenda as well.

For one thing, the Board wants to
see the legal department do a ""white
paper’”’ to analyze and critique the
FCC’s attitude that the public is best
served by licensing more and more sta-
tions.

Yeah, we know that in cases like AM
and now even FM, there’s overcrowding
and all its resulting headaches.

Fi, Lo-Fi and whatever-fi, how about
"In-Fi’'?

What's it stand for? Why Infidelity
AM of course. With the success of the
movie Fatal Attraction and the hoopla
over the antics of Gary Hart, it just might

fly ...

Hear and there ... Paul Kaminsky,
the voice and the brains behind Motor
Sports Radio says from now on the only
stations he’s doing custom motorsports
reports for are those with single line fre-
quency extension equipment.

Kaminsky, who operates out of beau-
tiful Johnsox City in upstate NY (right
next to Bmghamton where 1 spent 12
crazy years, six of them on-the-air), says
it's a matter of quality ...

A shootout at high noon, or maybe its
more like all day long, is taking place
down under.

It’s a battle to find an SCA standard in
New Zealand and Australia. Fighting it
out are Modulation Sciences of Brook-
lyn and SCA Data Systems of Santa

Aloha

the NAB Board toasts the Big Kahuna

But sometimes those who already
hold the licenses act like they want to re-
main an exclusive club ... no new
members allowed.

Sure increased competition puts the
pressure on. But there are some in-
stances (AM’s tendency to stagnate, is
one) where new blood coming onto the
scene could help, not hurt.

It was kinda surprising that when
receiver manufacturers were polled
at the last NRSC meeting about support-
ing a trademark certification for new,
improved fidelity wideband AM radios
they said okay, but only if the descrip-
tion did not include AM stereo.

Hmmmm . .. thought the whole idea
was to describe improved AM radios.
Don’t they consider stereo an improve-
ment?

Two suggestions for names, in addi-
tion to those sent in by RW readers came
out of the meeting as well.

One was AMNR, probably for AM
with the NRSC standard, the other
was AMWB, presumably for AM wide-
band.

And from an associate comes yet an-
other suggestion. Along the lines of Hi-

Monica, CA.

Hmmm ... I guess that kind of makes
it an East coast-West coast battle.

Had a nice chat recently with Jeremy
Millar and Rodger Clamp who work at
an AM-FM combo in New Zealand. The
two were visiting to see what’s hot on ra-
dio here in the States.

They say that you wouldn't find the
heavy processing on FM stations there
as you do here. Also, the Nashville coun-
try sound isn't quite so big down there,
but Jeremy thinks it’s going to be.

A couple of columns back I lamented
the fact that WLS, one of the last of the
great AM giants had gone all talk.

I'm happy to report that’'s not so.
They’re still playin’ the hits during the
day.

And last time | mentioned the copy-
code debate I called the device which
would be placed in recorded music a
tone. Of course it's not. It's a notch at
3840 Hz.

Just wanted to see if you were paying
attention . ..

Heard something interesting? Spill your
guts to Earwaves. Write PO Box 1214, Falls
Church VA 22041, or call me at 703-998-
7600. Best tidbit of the month wins a coveted
Radio World mug.
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—Keaders”
Forum Got something to say about

Radio World? Any comments on

articles? Call us at 800-336-3045 or send a letter tc Readers’ Forum (Radic World, Box
1214, Falls Church VA 22041 or MCI Mailbox #302-7776).

It’s up to AMers

Dear RW:

The station that responded to Judith
Gross that “We will go stereo when a
majority of AM radios on the market are
stereo” is asking the manufacturer to do
their job for them.

AM broadcasters must begin to real-
ize that no one else but the AM broad-
caster is going to bring about an AM sig-
nal of fidelity sound in stereo except the
AM broadcaster.

Manufacturers have their own prob-
lems and sales oriented goals and they
do not include providing radios of a sig-
nal that is not being broadcast.

f you are an AM broadcaster you
should be doing all you can to provide
your listeners with the best today’s tech-
nology offers ... to do less is a disser-
vice to your audience.

Dick Schlipp, VP/GM
WEEU
Reading, PA

Not for engineers only

Dear RW:

I'am sure you have heard the phrase,
“l am not an engineer” Well I certainly
am not. | am an owner and manager of
a couple of radio stations.

And | want to let you know something
that you have known for a long time.
And that is that I, for one, look forward
to and would not miss an issue of Ra-
dio World.

The basic reason for my letter to you
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today is to encourage all managers to get
a bi-monthly copy of Radio World.

Although some of the articies are a lit-
tle too technical for me, I can follow
along pretty well. And boy do I gain
knowledge in a part of my industry that
I need to learn more about.

It seems to me that all managers
should have a working knowledge in the
technical department. Let’s face it, with-
out the engineers we would not have a
station.

And also by reading Radio World one
keeps up to date on the latest news and
equipment. I read the advertising and |
read the editorals and enjoy the con-
tributing articles from engineers around
the country.

Keep up the good work Radio World.
And encourage other managers to be-
come readers. It sure can't hurt. And it
might even help a little.

Shelly Davis

President
WKKX
St. Louis, MO
More on IGM
Dear RW:

A lot has been written about IGM's
change in service policy.

Our station is no stranger to their qual-
ity having used their systems for 25 years
on our FM side.

And over the last 16 years they have
been helpful in tracking down a bug or

AM Stereo: A

by Dave Van Allen

Murrysville PA ... Before sitting down
at the word processor to write this I
decided that | would not do a few things.

I would not categorically condemn the
entire FCC system for its recent actions
on the AM stereo issue and the petitions
they had to act upon.

I also would not blame the issue on
Leonard Kahn for his years of confusing
and oftentimes lethal propaganda.

Nor would I give up hope that some-
day we as AM broadcasters could enjoy
transmitting AM stereo to our listeners.

But reality prevails ... we are set back
at least three years. We waited and
hoped for the NTIA to “fix” the AM ste-
reo machine; they did not.

We secretly hoped that AM stereo
would mend itself; it has not. We said
receiver makers would sort out the mess;
they couldn’t.

And where has the NAB been hiding
in all this?

Furthermore, how can the Commis-
sion justify a “we know it’s broken but
we can't fix it” attitude while still claim-
ing to operate in AM radio’s best interest?

The Texar petition for a single AM ste-
reo standard clearly pointed out to the
Commission that a standard is needed.
They chose to ignored it.

The Commission must have heard the

Decline o
A Dynasty

players with diverse interests.

When the National Broadcasting Company signed on the air more than
60 years ago it marked the beginning of the networks’ rise to power.

NBC's alliance with the Radio Corporation of America helped sell receivers
which fostered the fledgling network and began a symbsiotic relationship
between broadcasting networks and the development of new technologies.

NBC’s recent sale of its radio networks, and now its plans to sell off its
O&O stations are signs of how far the mighty have fallen.

There have been others. The closing of the CBS Tech Center and the donat-
ing of the David Sarnoff Research Center by NBC to SRI are two.

The fragmenting of network programming is another indication of this

trend in the radio industry.

This appears to be part of a con-
tinuing move away from network
leadership which, while mourned
by some, may offer increased oppor-
tunities for individuals and smaller
group owners.

The loss of influence from New

York City has meant a greater role for localized management of stations and
more community-related programming,.

And the changes at the networks have also been the result of much needed
cost-cutting and an end to the free-wheeling spending habits.

The rest of the industry should be reading these signs carefully for gui-
dance on what the next few decades will bring.

Equipment vendors will have to cultivate more individual and small group
owners instead of always “thinking big.’

Trade associations will have to do likewise, recognizing that their future
strength will come not from a few very big players, but from many smaller

And smaller broadcasters will likewise have to realize that they can no
longer rely on the networks to provide new technology and programming.

All factions must begin to find ways to support tomorrow’s innovations—
with the resultant costs and benefits—themselves.

The recent decline of network domination is a call to greater participation
and initiative from the rest of the industry.

—RW

two during my time here.

But looking at the costs we see in
everything we purchase today, I guess
the question is: do we want to have
IGM’s (and other’s) costs built into

rounds of applause each and every time
a broadcaster stood up at a trade show
said “give us a standard”

Or if they heard that applause, could
they somehow have not gotten the hint?
We need and want an AM stereo stan-
dard.

—Guest

Editorial—

The Commission has also failed to
realize the important link between AM
stereo and the implementation of the re-
ceiver manufacture’s end of the NRSC
standard.

Without both ... we may have none.
The fact in this statement will emerge in
due time, just watch.

There is no need to go into the intrin-
sic details here of why we are losing this
battle.

Suffice it say that the caustic mud-
slinging between Motorola and Kahn
was a big factor, with the threats of law
suits, anti-trust violations and patent in-
fringements sailing around.

Seriously, if you ran a multi-million
dollar receiver company would you get
involved in all of that ... for a lousy AM
radio line?

We are no closer to having a thriving,
growing AM stereo system on the air to-

Call For Action

the purchase cost, or just the users
paying for it?

Jack Thomas Vobbe, CE

WLEW AM/FM

Bad Axe, MI

day than we were when we started this
brouhaha years ago.

So what do we do now?

The Commission has closed the book
on AM stereo. Fine.

The hue and cry from Kahn and Moto-
rola will continue to be heard. Great,
we're all used to it by now.

AM radio will stay smack dab in its
current lethargic state ... well, no way!

Now that we are clear on who our
friends are, and who are not, we have
the answer.

I for one am going to recommend to
all my clients that they put on the Moto-
rola C-QUAM system, right now. Why?
Because it has the best shot, period.

[ am going to strongly advise them
to implement the NRSC curve because
it works and makes AM sound better.

And I am going to hope everyone
reading this does exactly the same thing.
If we all do this you can count on
receivers, lots of them, playing to the
ears of your listeners and clients.

So listen up FCC, NAB, NTIA, receiver
manufacturers, Kahn and Motorola:
We've had enough ... we're going to
win this one for ourselves!

Dave Van Allen is a consulting engincer
who installed 50 of the earliest AM stereo
systems in North America. He can be reached
at 412-733-7975.
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Not All Daytimers Going Night

by Alan Carter

Washington DC ... Some AM day-
timers are turning down the opportunity
to operate throughout the night, despite
a long-fought battle for this rule change
by most AMers.

Of about 1,200 qualifying stations 444
responded as of late January to an FCC
Show Cause Order specifying the night-
time power levels for individual stations.

Of these, 62 said they did not want to
go full time. That is according to Henry
Straube, who supervises AM licensing
at the Commission.

Stations declining the offer said the
power level allocated was too low,
Straube explained. The stations were
authorized to operate during nighttime
hours with a maximum power of 500 W,
reduced as necessary to avoid interfer-
ence to existing full-time stations.

Most stations, however, received
power levels substantially below the
maximum.

The FCC’s plan allowed daytimers on
regional channels and on 940 and 1550
kHz to add nighttime operations effec-
tive 1 December. Their power level cal-
culations are based on protection to ex-
isting full-time stations, but not the pro-
posed nighttime operation of the other
former daytime-only stations.

Regional channel extension was the
latest rule change increasing night oper-
ations for daytimers. The Commission
adopted rules in October allowing day-
timers on the 14 Class I-A foreign clear
channels to operate at night.

Stations did not question their power
level authorization, but “a few” asked
about other stations, Straube said. “In
one case, | know they were right (about
interference).”

WKCW case

One station turning down the night-
time offer is WKCW in Warrenton, VA,
which was granted 42 W, compared to
a 5 kW daytime power level.

With its tower approximately eight
miles from the largest town in the cover-
age area, the signal would not be strong

NBC Wants

enough to reach there, said Program
Director Ben Burrows.

“It wouldn't help us in our area,” Bur-
rows said. “We try to maintain the same
sound that the radio had when it went
on the air 28 years ago. With the sound
that we do, the beauty of radio is we sign
off at night.”

WKLY in Hartwell, GA, also turned
down the chance to stay on the air
around the clock. “We do not have the
equipment to modify (our signal), and
the power would be so low,” said
General Manager Jo Ann Moore.

... (the nighttime
signal) probably
wouldn’t get
across town.

The FCC granted the station 149 W for
night, compared to its 1 kW daytime
power. Moore explained that for her
operation, it was not economically feasi-
ble to continue to broadcast at night.

She also said the nighttime signal
“probably wouldn’t get across town.”
WKLY’s tower is about 2%:-3 miles out-
side Hartwell. “That (the 149 W) is just
pititul,” Moore added. I would settle for
500 W

Taking advantage

While some are opting to sign off at
their usual time, the majority of AM day-
timers responding are choosing to begin
night broadcasts.

In Sayre, PA, WATS continued its pro-
gramming the first day it could, accord-
ing to CE Larry Brown. “The hardware
was in place, and it was a matter of just
not switching off”

WATS was given 50 W, the same as the
post sunset power level. The station

To Sell Off

All O&0 Radio Stations

(continued from page 1)
which is being handled separately, an
NBC official speculated.

Several firms have been mentioned as
possible purchasers of the stations in-
cluding Emmis Broadcasting, which
owns stations in New York, Washington
DC, and Los Angeles, and Quantam
Media, which is owned in part by MCA
and by Robert Pittman, formerly the
head of the MTV cable network.

Group W, which already owns stations
in New York and Boston (and now
Chicago) and Westwood One have also
been mentioned.

NBC spokesperson Dom Giofre said
the firm of Kidder Peabody and Co. will
handle the sales. “We are talking to a
limited number of prospects,” he added.
Like Bongarten, he would not discuss
possible purchasers.

GE, which purchased NBC two years
ago, had obtained waivers from the FCC
in order to temporarily hold on to its ra-

dio stations in markets where it owns TV
stations. The affected markets include
New York, Washington and Chicago,
where the network owns WNBC-TV,
WRC-TV and WMAQ-TV, respectively.

Commission rules prohibit a firm from
acquiring radio—TV combinations in
common markets. Previously, RCA-
owned NBC had been grandfathered
from the rule’s effect.

GE sold the NBC radio networks—
NBC Radio Network, The Source and
Talknet—to Westwood One, which owns
the Mutual Radio Network, last July. The
individual stations were not affected by
the action.

In related news, NBC spokesperson
Cathy Lehrfeld, who handled the net-
work’s radio division, has been named
director of public relations, east coast for
Westwood One.

For more information on the NBC ra-
dio station sale, contact Dom Giofre at
NBC at 212-664-2540.

operates at 5 kW in the daytime. Located
in a valley, 50W is enough power to carry
WATS's signal into the three towns the
station mainly covers, Brown said.

Going full time also “simplified our
operations significantly,” Brown said. He
has “innumerable memories” of some-
one forgetting to turn the station’s equip-
ment off at the right time. Now, the oper-
ations are computerized for the 24-hour
operation.

“In my opinion, it simplified and re-
moved the jeopardy of some operator
not turning the transmitter off at the
right time,” Brown said. “It's given me
some peace of mind.”

The opportunity to continue opera-
tions was a natural extension for KACT
in Andrews, TX, said PD Sharon
Nichols. Sister station, KACT-FM al-
ready was on the air 24 hours, and the
stations just began around-the-clock
simulcasting. “It was more convenience
than anything,” she added.

The FCC granted KACT 240 W for
night, one of the higher allocations. The
station operates at 1 kW in daytime.
Nichols said the nighttime wattage gave
the station “fairly good” coverage. "It
covers our side of town.”

When the FCC issued the Show Cause
Orders, the FCC’s Straube said, the
Commission granted the nighttime
broadcasting rights automatically. Now,
the FCC will have to go back and change
the authorizations of the stations who do
not go 24 hours, he explained.

Processing responses

The FCC asked stations to notify the
Commission within 30 days of the an-
nouncement on 19 November if they
would go to nighttime. Straube said he
assumed the stations that have not
responded will retain the night alloca-
tion unless they tell the FCC differently.
“We probably wouldn’t say anything if
people were to respond today,” he
added.

At the NAB, Deputy General Counsel
Barry Umansky is “a little bit surprised”
that some stations are turning down this
opportunity. He said, however, that the
decision is a business judgement for sta-
tions.

“There have been some tremendous
success stories of stations with no more
than 20 W” Umansky said. He en-
courages engineers to contact the FCC’s
AM branch if they have questions about
the allocations. “I talked to some stations
that were befuddled on why the watts
(allocated for nighttime) were lower than
the PSSA”

Umansky said he believed the FCC
should remind stations about the dead-
line to get a more accurate picture of
what stations are doing.

“I have talked to some broadcasters
who have as much as 100 W who are not
using it,” said Bud Walters, chairman of
the NAB Daytimers Committee. “In the
real sense of the word, no matter the
power a person has ... they have the
ability to have some meaningful cover-
age in their area”

He admits the move to full-time broad-
casting is a “personal business decision.
In some instances it involves some ex-
pense.”

He said that if a station receives less
than 20 W, the extension “may be ques-
tionable if their tower is 10 miles out of
town. Everything is relative to where

your tower is, and your frequency.”

Walters, president of the Cromwell
Group based in Nashville, TN, said one
of his stations, WHRS in Winchester, KY,
has a 40W nighttime authorization. He
is going full time but did not face addi-
tional expenses because the station is
equipped for multiple powers.

He encouraged stations to consider all
the possibilities posed by this authori-
zation. “At least now there is a choice,”
Walters said. “It may not be exactly what
they want, but <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>