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FM Short Spacing Clears FCC

by Charles Taylor

Washington DC Despite opposition
from a number of broadcast organiza-
tions, the FCC ruled 12 December to al-
low FM stations to broadcast in short-
spaced locations with the use of direc-
tional antennas.

In the past, stations were required to
apply for a waiver in order to broadcast
in short-spaced areas. Authorization
normally was granted to facilities of
other co-channel or adjacent channel sta-
tions, provided these stations were pro-
tected from interference.

The order, contained in MM Docket
87-121, will allow existing licensees more
options in choosing broadcast sites, ac-
cording to the Commission.

Opponents, however, claim it will al-
ter the table of FM allotments, provoke
interference between FMs and ultimately
bring to FM many of the same troubles
that AM now endures.

The FCC, in response, pledged that it
will continue to maintain strict minimum
distance separation in the allotment of
FM channels. The amount of short-
spacing will be limited by the amount of
separation specified for the next smaller
station class, it said, though it temporar-
ily will be limited to five miles.

No unanimous decision

While the FCC passed the order, it did
not do so unanimously. Commissioner
James Quello, in a statement, warned
that the liberalization of short spacing

Competing License
Filings On the Rise

by John Gatski

Washington DC The FCC fears more
abuse of the radio licensing process be-
cause of a recent increase in competing
applications filed during the ongoing
renewal cycle.

There has been a long-held concern by
the FCC and broadcasters that profiteers
abuse the current radio license renewal
process by filing competing applications,
pressuring the licensee to offer a buyout
to assure continuity of its license.

“The number of competing applica-
tions appears to be greater than the last
time we had renewals seven years ago,”
FCC Audio Division Chief Larry Eads
said, which could be a clue that specu-
lators are getting into the license renewal
process.

He said of the approximate 500
renewal applications in North Carolina
and South Carolina, for example, there
are eight competing applications, an in-
crease from the last renewal process in
that region.

Ongoing renewal process

Under the FCC'’s new licensing cycle,
all US radio stations will renew their
licenses from 1988 through 1991. The
new cycle is the result of the 1981 exten-
sion of radio licenses from three to seven
years. TV licenses have to be renewed
every five years.

According to the FCC, 18 groups of
states will undergo the licensing renewal
process. Each group has approximately
500 stations. The first group included
stations from Maryland, Virginia, West
Virginia and Washington, DC. Their

renewal period ended 1 October 1988.
“From the Commission’s point of view,

we are concerned about what we call the

abuse of the process,” Eads said.

He said the abuse of process can in-
clude a purposeful slowdown in the
process or a party trying only to gain
financially from a competing application.
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posed serious threats to the FM band.
“I doubt it will be very long before
short-spacing becomes an allotment tool.
This proposal goes far beyond present
use of short-spaced facilities in the non-
commercial FM band,” he said.
Quello added that “rather than open-
ing the floodgates,” he preferred adopt-
ing a case-by-case approach where ap-
plicants seeking to short-space antennas
would be required to demonstrate that
it had lost antenna sites due to zoning
changes, loss of land or other circum-

leﬁ)
Gold Medal for litetime
achievement. For details,

see page 3.

stances beyond the broadc.. _rs’ control.
”I believe that this approach properly
balances the need for flexibility and re-
spect for the table of allocations,” he said.
Chairman Dennis Patrick disagreed
with Quello’s concerns, claiming that the
ruling made it “a great day” for broad-
casters. During the FCC meeting when
the order was passed, he denied charges

that FM would be harmed.
Commissioner Patricia Diaz Dennis,
also a supporter, noted in a statement
{continued on page 13)
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“On the other hand, it is very hard to

pinpoint,” Eads said.
Eads said there is no conclusive proof
that people behind some competing ap-
(continued on page 14)
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Tower Builder
Faces Fines

by Charles Taylor

Colony MO The Occupational Safety
and Health Administration said it has
charged a McLean, VA, tower contractor
with three alleged safety violations
regarding the collapse of an antenna
here last June that resulted in the deaths
of three workers.

Structural Systems Technology (SST)
faces possible fines of $16,920 if the
charges, issued 28 November, are up-
held, OSHA said. The company had 15
working days to respond.

SST President Cabot Goudy said the
company contested the charges to the
OSHA Review Commission, however,
he would not discuss details of the filing.

Denver Holt, OSHA St. Louis area
director, confirmed that SST had con-
tested the charges. Normally the proc-
ess of appeal takes between three and six
months he said.

The 1905’ tower, from which KRXL-
FM and KTVO-TV broadcast, collapsed
while the three workers were replacing
diagonal rods at the 480" level.

KRXL-FM, Kirksville, MO, was only
off the air for a few seconds. An instan-
taneous alarm alerted on-air personnel,
who switched to an auxiliary transmit-
ter at the station’s studio. KTVO-TV was

{continued on page 14)
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by John Gatski

Washington DC A
change in tax laws may force
some radio and television
station owners to pay double
taxes on broadcast sales if
they did not change their
corporate tax status by 31 De-
cember, according to accoun-
tants and media appraisers.

The 1986 Tax Reform Act

repealed a provision, known as
the General Utilities Doctrine,
that allowed corporations to sell
assets and liquidate simultane-
ously without paying a tax on
the profit at the corporate level.

By electing before year end to
be taxed as partnerships, under
Sub Chapter S of the Internal
Revenue Code rather than the
standard C-status, eligible cor-
porations could avoid taxation

Tax Change Affects Sales

at the corporate level and only
pay as individuals.

Eligible C-corporations that
did not change their status may
pay as much as 20% more taxes
when selling a radio station, tax
experts explained. The double
taxing depends on the classifi-
cation and the amount of the
excess of the fair market value
of the station’s assets over the
adjusted tax basis.

Becoming a Sub-S corpora-
tion entails several qualifica-
tions including $5 million or
less in gross revenue, said Dana
Kittell, an accountant who han-
dles several radio stations and
media brokers from his St. Al-
bans, ME, office.

If a qualified corporation be-
came Sub-S prior to 31 Decem-
ber 1988, the stockholders wait
three years from that date be-
fore realizing the gains from the
assets in order to avoid the ex-
tra tax. Declaring Sub-S after 31
December will result in a 10-

year wait in order to avoid
the double tax.

Because most stations sell
their assets to the new buyer,
many corporations may con-
vert their stations to single
owners or limited partner-
ship status to avoid the cor-
poration double tax, said
Frank Higney, a media ap-
praiser for Broadcast Invest-
ment Analysts, Reston, VA.

For more information, con-
tact Frank Higney at 703-661-
8515, or Dana Kittell at 802-
524-9531.

WHY DIDN’T SOMEONE THINK OF
THIS BEFORE?

A FAST-PACED PRODUCTION CONSOLE

HE WHEATSTONE SP-6 AUDIO CONSOLE
lets production people quickly accomplish
8 and 16-frack work, yet easily handle routine
transfers and dubbing operations. With its
unique track monitor section it can facilitate
simultaneous stereo mixdown during the multi-
track bed session — almost halving typical pro-
duction time cycles. Input channels are laid out
just like an air console, with machine starts
below the channel fader, so staff familiar with
on-air consoles can quickly become comtfort-
able in the production environment
For those inferested in more advanced tech-
niques, the SP-6 employs a powerful talent
monitor section designed to rapidly call up live
mic and track combinations, making difficult
punch-ins a breeze. Standard SP-6 input chan-
nel equalizers are more comprehensive than

N\/\heat stone’ Corporation

those supplied as optional items on compet-
ing products, allowing much greater creative
freedom. Input channel auxiliary send sections
are designed fo be the most versatile in the
industry, providing 4 different auxiliary buses to
allow digital delay, reverb, talent foldback, and
mix-minus feeds. Stereo input channels can
provide either mono or stereo effects sends
Even more, the SP-6 has 4 auxiliary effects
return inputs that allow effects to be recorded
onto the multitrack or sent fo the monitor buses
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The SP-6 provides independent headphone,
control room and studio monitor feeds, as well
as stereo cue/solo. Control room and studio
mute and tally functions are independently
dipswitch selectable on individual input chan-
nels. Additional studio modules may be ordered
to accommodate larger, multi-studio Installa-
tions. The SP-6 may be configured with any
combination of mono and stereo input mod-
ules, in mainframe sizes ranging from 16 to
32 or more inputs. The console is available
in either an 8-track production format or a 4
stereo subgroup TV master control configura-
tion. So why not profit from Wheatstone's
experience and reputation? Call us today and
learn more

BRIEFS

AM Listening Down

Westfield NJ Fewer radio
listeners are tuning in to AM, ac-
cording to a report from Statisti-
cal Research Inc.

The number of people listen-
ing to AM radio dropped from
26% to 24% since the fall of 1987.

More people, however, are
listening to FM. That percentage
of the share increased from 74%
to 76%.

Class A Ruling

Washington DC FCC Mass
Media Bureau Chief Alex Felker
said a ruling on a proposed 3000
W power hike for Class A FM
broadcasters could be forthcom-
ing by March or April.

The controversial proposal,
first sought by the New Jersey
Class A FM Broadcasters Associ-
ation, has sparked a flurry of
comments at the Commission.
Reply comments were due 22
December.

While broadcasters generally
agreed Class As should get a
power hike from their current
3000 W, they disagreed over how
it should be accomplished.

The New Jersey backers want
an across-the-board hike, while
others, including the NAB, only
want an increase on a case-by-
case analysis based on interfer-
ence concerns.
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NAB Still Planning
AM Antenna Project

by Charles Taylor

Washington DC  The NAB expects to
have one antenna project completed
and a second well underway by the as-
sociation’s annual spring convention,
according to Science and Technology
VP Michael Rau.

An experimental anti-skywave an-
tenna is scheduled to be ready for test-
ing at the end of April, at about the
same time results from a study on a
low-profile antenna for daytime stations
utilizing night authority should be com-
pleted.

The anti-skywave antenna, a two-
element array designed by Washington
consultant Ogden Prestholdt, will be
constructed at a site in Beltsville, MD.
It currently is awaiting county utility ap-
provals, which are expected by the end
of February, according to Rau.

After construction is completed, test-
ing should take between four and six
months, Rau said. The NAB has a lease
on the property through the summer of
1990.

The facility will operate at 1600 kHz
with pewer up to 5 kW, and will be used
to confirm whether the antenna design
will be able to achieve separate control
over skywave and groundwave signals.

In the second project, an engineering
study on the low-profile AM antenna
designed to benefit daytimers is ex-
pected to be presented at the conven-

tion, Rau said.

That antenna’s design would allow
daytimers to make more effective use of
low post-sunset and/or fulltime power
authorizations, according to comments
filed at the FCC by the NAB last sum-
mer.

”"We hope to come up with an en-
gineering study with a design for a low
profile antenna that is usable by AM sta-
tions,” Rau said. Discussions were
pending with a consultant.

While either of the new designs might
mark a positive step for broadcasters,
Rau cautioned that the projects’ suc-
cesses are not magical solutions for
AM’s woes.

“I'm hesistant to raise the industry’s ex-
pectations that this antenna project is
somehow going to be the saviour of AM
broadcasting,” he said of the anti-
skywave project. "I think it’s helpful, but
there’s going to be a cost associated with
implementing it, just like any new tech-
nology.

“Consider that we have had a pretty
hard time getting stations to buy even
the $500 NRSC processor. How are we
going to encourage stations to plunk
down between $10,000 and $50,000 (for
the new antenna)?” he continued.

But Rau is still hopeful about the over-
all benefits of the project. “If we thought
that this wasn't worth going forward,”
he said, "I wouldn't have any hesitation
killing it. Even if it benefits just some

Washington DC FCC Mass Media
Bureau Chief Alex Felker received
the Commission’s highest employee
award for distinguished service—the
Gold Medal—at a special ceremony
last month.

Felker was one of five FCC em-
ployees honored in the fifth annual
presentations in which gold and sil-
ver medals are awarded.

A gold medal is awarded to an em-
ployee for “sustained -extraordinary
accomplishments” related to the mis-
sion and objectives of the FCC. The
Silver Medal is given to an employee
for "sustained exceptional accom-
plishments.”

"It’s the biggest day in my career,”
Felker said. He praised the FCC for
having an environment and leader-
ship “that encourages and rewards
expansive thinking—even controver-
sial thinking.”

The FCC cited Felker for superior
executive qualities as head of the
Mass Media Bureau, a position he
has held since September 1987. Un-

Felker Wins Kudos from FCC

der Felker, the bureau has prepared
nearly 200 Commission actions and
has achieved record levels of perfor-
mance in processing applications.

Significant accomplishments
credited to Felker are his work in im-
provements in AM, refinement of
ownership rules and advanced tele-
vision.

Felker joined the FCC in 1972 and
worked in the Common Carrier Bu-
reau, Field Operations Bureau, Of-
fice of Plans and Policy and he served
on Chairman Dennis Patrick’s per-
sonal staff.

The FCC awarded Silver Medals to
Martha Contee, consumer assistance
specialist in the Office of Public Af-
fairs; William Luther, international
advisor to the bureau chief in Field
Operations; Gary Stanford, licensing
division chief in Private Radio and
Michael Wack, attorney advisor in
Common Carrier.

To receive an award, employees are
nominated to and selected by the
Commissioners.

The Processor
for the 90’s

Yamaha's new SPX-1000 features full professional specifications,
great new effects programs, and direct digital input/output. The
sophisticated digital reverb and effects system provides 40 presets
including natural reverberation and early reflections, delay and echo,
pitch change and more. The 44.1 kHz sampling frequency, 20Hz to
20kHz stereo response, and multiple effects capabilities make the

SPX-1000 the most potent single rack space ever!
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stations, I think it’s going to be worth
it” The NAB has invested $60,000 in the
project.

Following the testing of the Prestholdt
antenna, experimentation of other de-

signs is a possibility, he acknowledged.

But Rau said NAB is “leaving its op-
tions open. I guess we'll consider that
when the time comes. We're not going
to commit to anything now.”

Over Six Minutes of
Record/Playback Capability...

... Wit

That's because the new DV-2 from Broadcast
Electronics is a solid-state digital voice recorder/

reproducer. There are no moving parts to fail, no

moving
parts!

tapes to break. All recorded audio is stored in

reliable solid-state random access memory (RAM)
for instant playback or editing. In fact, the DV-2
can store and play up to 99 individual messages

in its six minute and twenty-nine second capacity.

The DV-2 is ideal for network news time-shifting,
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extremely reliable record and playback operation
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Isn’t it time for you to upgrade to the dependability
and convenience of the DV-2? Call Tim Bealor for
more information today.
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Station Jumping and Film Talk

by Judith Gross

Falls Church VA  Stations being
‘jumped’’—having their license renewal
challenged by a competing
application—becomes more of a concern
as all stations come up for renewal over
the next few years.

It will be a good chance for the FCC
to try to get a handle on abuses in the
process, namely those who apply just
for a payoff.

The Commission is concerned about
such practices, but they're tough to pin
down. Neither side talks. The problem
is, the further along it gets, the more ex-

pensive it becomes.

All we can do is hope the Commission
takes a good hard look at any suspicious

“jumpings.”

Radio based in part on controversial Den-
ver talk radio personality Alan Berg, as-
sasinated by a neo-Nazi group in 1984.
The flick was a

It’'s not often
that Hollywood
decides to make a
movie about radio
and when it does,
the technical ac-
curacy is usually
laughable.

But all that’s
changed with the
new  Cineplex
Odeon film Talk

collaboration be-

= tween Eric Bogo-

sian, who penned
and acted in a
stage play of the
same name and

Bogosian said he based his character on
shock-jock Howard Stern, and several in-
cidents in the movie come from the book
Talked To Death written about Berg.

But is it an indictment of radio? Jack
says he thinks it reflects one segment, oh
maybe 5%, of this particular format’s
audience and that the fringe element of
bigotry and depravity is usually grist for
its mill. But it’s not all of radio.

It’s a subject for a

Announcin

g
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in'Transmitter
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Now you can have both: the reliability of full-time studio remote
control with the convenience of dial-up. Advanced Micro- -Dynamies
introduces the ARCHG, its new 16-channel transmitter remote con-

trol system.

With the studio controller you have a constant link to your trans-
mitter. Any problem can be seen at a glance —and corrected with a

touch of a button.

With the telephone speech unit, you can monitor and control the
transmitter from any location. If the transmitter goes out of limits,
it calls you—without affecting the full-time studio control.

The ARCA6 is designed for maximum flexibility, so you add just
the pieces you need, when you need them. Enjoy the dual control
of studio and dial-up now, or select only one and add on later. It
expands easily to more channels, or even additional sites.

Call us for more information on the ARC-16. It might just be

your perfecet match.

Advanced Miero-Dynamies, 7 Lomar Drive, Pepperell, MA
01463 (617) 433-8877. 1-800-255-8090
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A tense moment from the latest Oliver Stone picture, Talk Radio.

future debate: the
fringe element, big-
otry, anger, per-
versity—what hap-
pens when, oh say,
a struggling AMer
finds it boosts
listeners and thus
revenues? If the
people want it ...

On the other
hand, what hap-
pens when we re-
duce such volatile
stuff to show biz?
See the movie and
let me know what
you think. At least
you won't be laugh-

screenwriter direc-
tor Oliver Stone
(Platoon, Wall
Street).

Bogosian plays
an argumentative
and abusive talk
show host who
becomes sucessful
enough to become
nationally syndi-
cated. If it were
pure fiction,
maybe it would be
just another
movie. But Berg's
murder hasn't
dulled the
screaming voices
on talk shows, and
the film may have something to say
worth hearing.

Anyway, the technical people went to
great pains to ensure the authenticity of
the radio set. For starters, they hired
former NPR producer Bill Abbot as tech-
nical advisor.

For equipment they contacted Pacific
Recorders & Engineering and pur-
chased a BMX III console, Micromax cart
machines and PR&E control turrets. The
rest of the set was based on concept de-
signs supplied by PR&E.

PR&E president Jack Williams saw the
movie when it premiered in LA. He said
you “walk out of the theater feeling like
you've spent two hours in a smoke-filled
talk station’s studio.”

Pretty intense. In fact, he said after the
first 15 minutes you forget about the
equipment because it’s so authentic and
just get caught up in the drama.

Hmmm, if they can make the folks
who designed and market the gear for-
get about it, I'd say it has to be a flick
worth checking out.

* * K

The filmmakers based the action in
Dallas and used local Dallas talent. The
film’s fictional KGAB (yeah, it spells
"“gab”) was based on Dallas’s KLIF talk
radio.

“Hello, you’re on the air with KGAB ...
fonal S e e e e ]

ing in the aisles at the technical boo-
boos.

Utah station KSLI recently yielded to
pressure from Bonneville International
and changed its call letters to KSGI.
Bonneville, which owns KSL in Salt
Lake City, was threatening legal action,
claiming infringement upon its trade-
mark.

KSLI's owners said they thought call
letters belonged to the FCC, but they
made the change anyway, rather than
spend legal fees battling Bonneville.

* Kk K

Heard something interesting? Spill your
guts to Earwaves. Write PO Box 1214, Falls
Church VA 22041, or call me at 703-998-
7600. Best tidbit of the month wins a coveted
1989 edition Radio World mug.

Well you may have noticed RW’s new
look over the past two issues. Along
with the changes comes some shifting
around of our issue dates.

You'll still be getting us twice a
month, but in order to stay up to date
on the news we're going to depart from
our Ist and 15th dates. Look for our
sneak preview box near the back of this
and every issue so you can anticipate
the next time we land on your doorstep,
or desk or whatever.
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If you have comments for Radio World, call us at 800-336-3045 or send a letter to Readers’
Forum (Radio World, Box 1214, Falls Church VA 22041 or MCI Mailbox #302-7776). All letters
received become the property of Radio World, to be used at our discretion and as space
permits.

More concern over licensing

Dear RW:

I read with some concern your lead ar-
ticle November 1 concerning the drive
towards State Licensing of broadcast en-
gineers. First, a concern due to the fact
that the association that represents
broadcast engineers, the Society of
Broadcast Engineers, made no mention
of this during the recent national con-
vention at least to my knowledge.

Like many in the business, I was con-
cerned about the quality of performance
in the industry with the elimination of
the last national standard, the FCC First
Class Radiotelephone License.

Fortunately, most station operators
have been prudent in their hiring poli-
cies and have kept the level of compe-
tence up by their job qualification specifi-
cations.

Many still require an FCC First (or
General) Class License in addition to in-
dependent “certifications” by groups like
the SBE. Because of this, I have not seen
a great degradation in the industry.

In fact, I have worked with a number
of Registered Professional Engineers over
the years that could not troubleshoot
their way out of a paper bag.

Most PEs are great at preparing and fil-
ing 301s, performing site studies, and
other types of “consultant” work that the
practicing broadcast engineer is not
called upon to do in a day by day capac-
ity, but to require all broadcast engineers
to become certified PEs is ridiculous.

First, anyone familiar with the wage
scale of the average broadcast operation
will know that a person who has spent
the time and money to graduate from an
accredited four-year engineering school
probably will not be too impressed with
the average medium or small market ra-
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dio or television station’s offer.

Anyone who has attended these
schools will also know that there is vir-
tually no training for employment in
broadcasting included in the curriculum
at 99% of these colleges. As NARTE
points out, the PE exam itself contains
no questions relating to the specialty of
broadcasting.

So, what's the point? Will small and
medium market operators, already
scraping to make ends meet, be forced
out of business by having to comply with
state laws requiring them to employ mar-
ginally qualified “Professional En-
gineers” instead of competent broad-
casters with years of experience?

Will hundreds of competent broadcast
engineers lose employment simply to
satisfy the egos of the PEs as they at-
tempt to monopolize the word “en-
gineer?” What about those men and
women who pilot the engines of the na-
tions railroads? They're “engineers” too;
will they have to go back to college and
take the same test?

The federal government, through the
FCC Rules and Regulations, part 73, has
set the conditions by which a person
may obtain employment as a broadcast
engineer.

Basically, one needs to have a Third
Class Operator Permit, or a “grand-
fathered” First Phone, and be able to do
the job safely, legally and within the
bounds of good engineering practice.
The rules let the marketplace decide, let
station owners decide who can do the
work that needs to be done. These rules
eliminated the old "“national standard”
for a reason.

Let’s make sure that we don't have 50
different local standards come on line
when experience has shown that the na-
tional standard was not necessary.

I urge all SBE members, non-members,
station owners and managers ... all
broadcasters to fight these laws with ev-
ery effort, or risk losing all control over
the technical operations of their plants.

No, I don't have an engineering degree
from an accredited university. Just a
regular degree, 20 years of experience,
and enough common sense to recognize
a power play when I see one.

Bill Sepmeier, President

Standard Broadcast Service, Inc.

National Supervisory Network™

Avon, CO

PS: I am a proud member of SBE,
SMPTE and ABES—the SPE? Never!

Misunderstanding over licensing

Dear RW:

State licensing in the broadcast tech-
nical area received a lot of attention in
RW recently. I feel that there is basically
a misunderstanding in the various ap-
proaches.

For one thing the FCC never licensed
engineers. The piece of paper was a First
Class Operator’s License—not an en-
gineer’s license.

Over the years the term “engineer” has
become applied to anyone who works
with technical equipment. The term

OPINION-

A disturbing but pervasive trend in our industry is the recent trend toward
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mediocrity.

Not Good
Enough

gle set of specs.

the freight.

they are merely “good enough!”

“technician” should probably be applied
to most such people. There is nothing
derogatory in this word: it is actually
very descriptive and certainly nothing tc
be ashamed of.

Ray Thrower, president of NARTE has
called me several times on this subject.
I have always referred him to Jack
McKain, president of SBE. However, 1
told Ray that I felt “a storm in a teacup
was brewing.”

State engineering boards have always
licensed professional engineers who offer
themselves for hire to the public. But
operators have always been licensed by
the appropriate trade boards where
necessary.

The best solution would be for the var-
ious state boards of licensing to require
SBE certification as satisfaction of tech-
nician licensing qualifications.

For example, it would be wrong to
license and call two-way radio repair
technicians by the term “professional en-
gineer” It would be like classing the doc-
tor’s receptionist with MD qualification.

But a perfectly good qualification that
can be borne with pride is “SBE Certi-
fied” Basically engineers design and
plan things. Technicians and operators
operate them. There is no slur or slight
in giving the men who do the work the
title of SBE certified technician.

If the FCC were to accept engineering
applications only from professional en-
gineers (the same as only lawyers can
appear on behalf of a client before the
FCC) the problem would diminish.

I do not believe it is in the best interest
of the technical broadcast fraternity to in-
sist on state professional board engineer-
ing licenses for most workers in the
broadcast technical field.

John Battison, PE
John H. Battison & Associates
Columbus OH

It's seen in regulatory changes which presume that increased interference
is acceptable as long as stations are allowed to prosper.

It's also seen in manufacturer’s statements that the quality of their products
is “good enough” for broadcasters. And it’s in evidence in the move towards
consumer products for professional use.

This is as much a function of the improvement in consumer gear as it is
of manufacturers’ reluctance to put time and money behind development of
a still evolving technology—such as digital audio.

It's being helped along in the radio industry by the large debt service result-
ing from multi-million dollar station sales.

Management holding the line on equipment upgrades until a quick buyout

specs and when the industry relied on standards to insure quality.

Now even when a standard is possible the regulatory bodies are reluctant
to step into what they view as a free-market exercise. And the wide diversity
in new technologies makes it nearly impossible to design equipment to a sin-

The consumer equipment industry is too large for the highly specialized
broadcast segment to be able to influence.

But broadcasters can help the situation by supporting standards when the
opportunity arises and by supporting those companies which do design and
market gear to the specialized broadcast market.

R&D is expensive and the price of professional equipment must help pay

But the opportunity for excellence is there if stations start asking themselves
if they are the best they can be and are unwilling to stop at the point where

brings in a hefty profit can force sta-
tion CEs to demand less expensive
gear and consumer models become
attractive alternatives to products
designed to broadcast specs.
There was a time when broadcast
equipment was almost a product of
overkill in adhering to stringent

—RW

One woman’s experience

Dear RW:

I am addressing this letter in response
tc WMAQ'’s Engineering Manager Mar-
garet Bryant’s request for information
about other women engineers (1 Novem-
ber RW).

After a year long sabbatical away from
broadcast engineering it was pretty
ironic to open RW and find this inquiry
staring me in the face. I would have liked
to read the column that inspired Ms.
Bryant’s letter, though. Maybe you can
send me a copy.

Speaking from experience 1 could
honestly say that I can understand why
there aren’t many women in the broad-
cast engineering field.

It is a very taxing and draining field if
you are trying to hold up a household
at the same time. I speak solely from
small market experience, mind you,
where we do not have umpteen studios
or back up everything.

You are on call 24 hours a day in a mar-
ket where there is one engineer per three
stations. Problems usually occur early
morning (3 AM) or late night. Unfor-
tunately these stations cannot afford
state-of-the-art equipment, therefore
problems always exist.

In answer to Ms. Bryant’s question as
to any women making it to management
in the field, I make a note of my brief en-
gineering history.

I started as a “disc jockey” 11 years ago
and found the engineering field to be
more to my liking. I made my first as-
sistant CE job two years later while at-
tending college. I made it to Chief a year
after that (during my first year of mar-
riage) and proceeded to climb the lad-
der of experience in all phases of en-
gineering from maintenance to construc-

(continued on page 13)



Why cart your CDs?
Use the Denon CD
art Player

Instead.

Nothing sounds better on the air than a CD played
directly off the disc. But what about the delicate loading,
handling, and maintenance hassles of ordinary CD
players? And with constant handling the discs inevitably
get dirty — that can cause on-air skips and glitches.
Suddenly the extra sound quality isn’t worth it. So you
spend hours dubbing your CDs to tape carts.

Now you can get the best of both worlds. With Denon’s
DN-950F CD Cart Player, playing a CD is as easy as
popping in a cart. From its rugged computer-type disk
drive to the 3-pin
XLR outputs, the
DN-950F is built for
heavy-duty broad-
cast use. And it has
broadcast-ready
remote control,
quick cue and
review and end-of-
message functions.
It's even designed
so a side-by-side
pair fits in a standard
19" rack. No wonder
thousands of these
machines are at
work in studios
around the world. The Denon DN-950F

The DN-950F uses Denon’s easy-to-load CD Cartridge.
The cartridge keeps expensive CDs in mint condition,
because the DJ never touches the disc itseif. And it
plays as easily as any other cart. With the Denon-950F
CD Cart Player, you get the competitive edge of direct-
to-air CD sound, without giving up the convenience
you're used to. And without the hassles of conventional
CD players. So why waste time and lose audio quality
by putting your CDs on tape carts?

Put them into Denon CD Carts instead. Your Allied
representative will show how easy it is — call today.
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Ownership Waivers Get FCC OK

by Alan Carter

Washington DC In a second move
that reduces ownership restrictions on
broadcast facilities, the FCC voted to al-
low group ownership of radio and tele-
vision stations in the same market un-
der certain conditions.

The Commission “will look favorably
upon” granting waivers where stations
are in the top 25 markets and at least 30
separately owned or operated broadcast
licensees would remain after the pro-
posed combinations, according to the
decision.

The FCC prohibited an owner from
holding radio and TV stations in the
same television markets in 1970 in hopes
of stimulating economic competition and
viewpoint diversity.

In order to foster the growth of UHF
TV, however, the FCC created a case-by-
case exception to the rule for radio-UHF
TV station combinations. This ruling
eliminates that specific exception and
uses the same policy to evaluate all re-
quests for waivers of the one-to-a-market
rule.

Follow-up

The change in the one-to-a-market res-
trictions comes a month after the Com-
mission voted to allow radio station
owners to own two AMs or two FMs
closer together by reducing the overlap
restriction from the 1 mV/m contour to
the 5 mV/m for AM and to 3.16 mV/m for
FM.

Chairman Dennis Patrick and Com-
missioner James Quello supported the
proposal, but Commissioner Patricia
Dennis delayed her vote pending fur-
ther evalution of the document, which
she said underwent last-minute revi-
sions.

Patrick called changes in the one-to-a-
market policy modest, but noted it
should lead to efficiency benefits and
cost savings from joint radio and televi-
sion ownership. “These efficiency
benefits in turn have proven to lead to
public benefits such as increased news
and information programming, as well
as more stations being able to survive on
the air in an increasingly competitive en-
vironment,” he said.

“With this, we don’t abolish one-to-a-
ma;ket," Patrick continued, “we establish
waiver criteria.”

Quello said that with 30 separate
owners, the larger groups will pro-
vide efficient programming and public
affairs. “Diversity is alive and well,” he
added.

Looking at effect

Among the broadcast groups that may
be affected by the ruling is Capital Cit-
ies/ABC, which has a waiver for seven
radio stations in four markets. The Com-
mission granted the waiver in 1986 af-
ter Capital Cities took over ABC, pend-
ing outcome of this proceeding.

An ABC spokesperson said the net-
work could not comment on the ruling
until attorneys reviewed the decision.

ABC’s affected radio stations are
within the top 25 market requirement:
WABC-AM, WWPR-FM, New York;
KABC-AM, KLOS-FM, Los Angeles;
KGO-AM, San Francisco and WLS-AM,
WYTZ-FM, Chicago.

Another group affected is Great
American Broadcasting, which was

granted waivers for stations in Kansas
City, MO, and Cincinnati. Those stations
are WKRC-TV, WKRC-AM and WKRQ-
FM, Cincinnati, and WDAF-TV, WDAF-

stations, according to Anita Wallgren,
corporate relations and administration
VP. "It is safe to say we will seek and be
granted waivers,” she said.

The Commission "’will look favorably upon’’
granting waivers where stations are in the

top 25 markets . ..

AM and KYYS-FM, Kansas City.
Great American, while waiting to re-

view the decision, is optimistic that it

falls within the guidelines to keep the

FOR NEWS EDITING, ON-AIR, AND PRODUCTION

In other reaction to the ruling, NAB
supported the move and noted its oppo-

sition to the original rule restrictions es-
tablished in 1970.

For news editing, on-air, or in the production studio, Otari has exactly #the equipment
and features to fit any application, or budget.

When you are ready for a multitrack recorder, you can choose from our BQl, MKIlI/4,
MKII/8, MTR-10, or the MX-70 with 8 or 16 tracks. Need a 2-track? Choose our famous
"‘workhorse” MX5050 BlI, MKIlI/2,