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Politics Snags
Deal for
WINX(AM)

by Alan Haber

ROCKVILLE, Md. A local county
government has given up the idea of
purchasing an AM station and con-
verting it into a “vehicle” for local
traffic information.

Instead, officials in Maryland’s
Montgomery County are working on
an agreement that would see
WINX(AM) owner William Parris
keep the county’s $50,000 deposit in
exchange for traffic and public ser-
vice announcements.

Also being worked out is a plan
for the county to lease land, located
about two miles from the current
WINX(AM) transmitter site, for the
station to move its transmitter and
towers. According to a Montgomery
County news release, such a lease
agreement is “subject to County
Board of Appeals approval of a spe-
cial exception” and “would earn the
county approximately $150,000 dur-
ing the next five years on property
that is currently not generating any
income.” A five-year extension
option was pegged for inclusion in
the proposed agreement.

The current Travelers Advisory
Radio System “will continue to pro-
vide traffic advisories through 12
smaller (10 watt) AM radio transmit-
ters that reach listeners in a total of
36 square miles located along the I-
270 and Route 29 corridors,” accord-
ing to the release.

Reaction from county officials
was mixed. Council member Gail
Ewing was against the idea of buying
the AM radio station in the first
place. “I believe very strongly that
local government has absolutely no
business either owning a radio station
or broadcasting traffic reports on a
regular basis,” she said. “It’s totally
out of line and (a) waste of taxpay-
ers’ dollars, period.”

That said, with the majority of
county council members voting in
the second week of May to support
the continuation of regular traffic
broadcasts, Ewing does. however,
view the new plan as win-win for
Montgomery County. “Because
you’re going to have the taxpayers
receiving money back for the ... use
of the towers, and you’re going to

See WINX, page 6 p

FCC Chairman to Leave Post

by Matt Spangler

WASHINGTON Citing the difficulty
of finding time for his family and a desire
to bring new blood on board, Federal
Communications Commission Chairman
Reed Hundt last month announced he
will resign from the FCC.

“I believe it is time for a new group of
commissioners to join Commissioner
Ness in carrying out the commission’s
future mission; and I know it is time for
me to devote much more attention to my
family,” he wrote President Clinton.

Some in Washington have speculated
that Hundt may be gunning for a better
job in the Clinton Administration, or is
interested in becoming commissioner of
Major League Baseball.

Susan Ness’ term expires in June
1999. By the fall, she is expected to be

joined on the commission by a batch of

new faces. James Quello and Rachelle
Chong were both expected to retire upon
the expiration of their terms at the end of
June. The other vacancies are the seats of
Hundt, who will stay on until a succesor
is named, and that of former
Commissioner Andrew Barrett.

FCC General Counsel William Kennard
and Harold Furchgott-Roth, chief econo-
mist for the House Committee on
Commerce, already have been nominated
by the White House to fill two vacant
slots on the commission.

Kennard, a Democratic nominee, and
Furchgott-Roth, a Republican, were
widely considered shoo-ins as nominees.
Hundt issued a statement about both
nominees upon learning of the White
House’s decision on May 23.

“Bill Kennard has been the best general

FCC Chairman Reed Hundt

counsel in FCC history,” he wrote. “Under
his leadership, wé have dramatically
See FCC, page 12 p

Satellite Service Faces
DARS Competition

by James Careless

PASADENA, Calif. Two-way mobile
digital radio by satellite: it’s not a
dream.

Radio Satellite Corp. of Pasadena,
Calif., has patented such a technology.
It’s called RadioSat, and it offers digi-
tal-quality audio backed by on-screen
descriptive graphics, and more benefits.
Using built-in global positioning satel-
lite (GPS) equipment, a RadioSat in-car
receiver can offer drivers traffic maps
designed to steer them around

RadioSat would deliver two-way
mobile digital radio using an
MSAT satellite.

accidents, keep their offices alerted as
to their location — even track their
vehicles when stolen.

“We can do a lot of other things that

are unusual,” said RadioSat
Chairman/CEO Gary Noreen. “By com-
bining navigation with broadcasting we
can send out targeted emergency alerts.
For instance, if there’s a tornado in the
area, only those RadioSat receivers
within the danger zone will be alerted.
Moreover, each receiver will then dis-
play not only where the tornado is, but

See MSAT, page 7 p
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NPR Finds News VP
North of the Border

WASHINGTON National Public
Radio has hired Canadian journalist
Jeffrey Dvorkin to replace Bill
Buzenberg as its new vice president for
news and information.

Buzenberg resigned in January amid
speculation that he had been forced out
by NPR President Delano Lewis.

Dvorkin is the former chief journal-
ist and managing editor for CBC Radio
News and Information, a division of
the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. He
was responsible for all daily radio net-
work newscasts and programs for the

English CBC Radio Networks.

How will Dvorkin measure up to his
predecessor? John Dinges, head of the
radio concentration in the Columbia
University Graduate School of Journalism,
and former managing editor at NPR, said:
“I think Jeffrey comes into it with the same
kind of news values that Bill had.”

Dinges wondered how well someone
like Dvorkin, with a solid news back-
ground, would fare with the more cor-
porate-minded Lewis. “I didn’t see any
reason in the world why Delano
(Lewis) needed to get rid of Bill
Buzenberg, who was the most capable
news head that NPR has ever had ...
therefore you wonder what is he look-

ing for in the new guy that is different
from the guy that he already had.”

Dinges had a theory about
Buzenberg’s dismissal: “(Lewis) wanted
somebody that would not fight as hard
for the budget.”

Dvorkin’s appointment is subject to
approval by NPR’s Board of Directors,
which meets July 23-24.

Karmazin Takes Reins
At CBS TV

NEW YORK Mel Karmazin has added
14 TV stations to the 77 radio outlets
already on his list of responsibilities. He
was named chairman and chief executive

It Fits Nicely in the Wallet,
Beautifully in the Studio and
Flawlessly in the Signal Chain

R-5 Console
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World Radio Histo

officer of the new CBS Station Group.
Peter Lund, former president and CEO of
the CBS Television and Cable Group,
resigned.

Westinghouse Chairman and CEO
Michael H. Jordan announced the division
of the CBS Corp. into three entities —
CBS Television, CBS Cable and the $2.2
billion CBS Station Group. Television

See NEWSWATCH, page 3 p
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Is the FCC Sold on the Senate Auction Bill?

IHOIDE

by Matt Spanglier

WASHINGTON Anyone else out
there puzzled by what’s going on with
spectrum auctions? It’s quite a maze: on
the one hand, you’ve got the Federal
Communications Commissiomand its
freeze on comparative proceedings, and
then on the other you've got Congress
and the White House, who want to
squeeze x billion dollars out of broad-
casters and forget about all this public
service obligation nonsense.

That’s my concise, impartial read-
ing on the situation. Now I'll try to go
into more detail, all the while putting
things into perspective and into plain
English.

Once upon a time, the FCC applied
“public interest criteria” to decide which
of several applicants competing for the
same frequency would be granted a
license. The commission looked at “inte-
gration of ownership and operation,”
which favored owners who doubled as
general managers, and “diversification of
ownership,” which favored independent
operators.

This led to an environment in which
multiple station owners would essentially
set up “silent partners” that met the FCC’s
criteria of integration, minority ownership
and so forth, but did not participate in
decision-making. All perfectly legal.

Then, in 1991, the FCC denied an
application filed by a client of RW'’s
fearless legal columnist, Harry Cole. His
firm challenged the decision, and the
December 1993 decision by the D.C.
Circuit Court of Appeals known as
Bechtel vs. FCC dissolved the commis-
sion’s extant comparative hearings
process.

As the FCC is wont to do, it ignored
the order of the court to come up with
new criteria. (They had to review the
facts, you know.) In September 1996,
Bechtel and Cole filed a petition with the
Appeals Court for a writ of mandamus
demanding that the FCC act. This was
denied in February of this year “without
prejudice to petitioners’ right to renew-
al,” meaning it could be appealed again if
the commission did not come up with
new criteria by the court-imposed dead-
line of Aug. 7.

The solution

In 1993, the government discovered a
new tool, that would be perceived as a
means of shrinking the ballooning deficit,
and then later as a quick and easy solu-
tion for the comparative proceedings
problem: the auction, part of the
Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of
1993.

At press time, the Senate Commerce
Committee was busily drafting cure-all

NEwWsSWATCH

P NEWSWATCH, continued from page 2
operation will be led by Jim Warner, and
cable will be headed by Don Mitzner; both
will report directly to Jordan.

Lund, who had been with CBS since
1977, agreed to stay on board through the
transition to a Karmazin-led organization.
At press time, CBS would not comment
on his resignation.

Sources on Wall Street cite the poor
first-quarter performance of CBS TV sta-
tions, and Karmazin’s stellar track record,
namely his attention to the bottom line, as
reasons for the restructuring.

The moves were made in anticipation
of the planned spin-off of Westinghouse
Electric Corp., the industrial arm of the
company, to shareholders this fall.

Country Still Rules Formats

NEW YORK Country is once again
leading the industry, according to The
1997 Radio Format Study from Interep.

The sales and marketing company’s
annual radio format report profiles 23
formats and various format trends.
Adult contemporary was the top format
in the Northeast, news/talk was number
one in the West, while country reigned
supreme in the Midwest and South.

The largest proportion of college grads
listen to an adult alternative format, while
the highest concentration for profession-
als/managers was classical. All-news had
the highest concentration of listeners with
$75,000-plus household incomes.

NFCB Elects New Board
Members

SAN FRANCISCO Two new board
members have been added to the nation’s
only organization for community-orient-
ed, non-commercial radio stations.

In April the membership of the
National Federation of Community
Broadcasters elected Barbara Bernstein,
independent producer and board/volun-
teer member of KBOO(FM), Portland,
Ore., and Valerie van Isler, general man-
ager of Pacifica station WBAI-FM, New
York, to the board of directors.

Undaunted by the ever-consolidating
landscape of radio, Bernstein stated: “I
believe it is ... important that NFCB main-
tain a strong connection to its roots: local-
ly oriented community radio stations.”

Van Isler said that NFCB cannot
accomplish this alone. “We also need the
arm of advocacy, the hands of coopera-
tion and the best brains in the business to
ensure our mutual existence.”

The board meets June 19-22 in
Washington.

The ‘97 Hall of Fame
Nominees Are ...

CHICAGO Rick Dees and Bruce
Williams are among the nominees for the
1997 Radio Hall of Fame.

The induction ceremony, sponsored by
The Museum of Broadcast
Communications and hosted by CBS
Radio’s Charles Osgood, will be avail-
able for broadcast on Oct. 19 at 9 p.m.
EST. The 1996 ceremony was broadcast
on Westwood One.

Dees and Williams are up against clas-
sical music commentator Karl Haas and
African American radio personality Walt
“Baby” Love for active network/syndicat-
ed inductee. Nominees for network/syndi-
cated pioneer include Bing Crosby,
William Conrad, the voice of “Matt
Dillon” on radio’s “Gunsmoke,” comedi-
an Eddie Cantor and singer Kate Smith,

Past inductees include Casey Kasem,
Don Imus and Larry King.

legislation that it hoped would be voted
on by the scheduled recess at the end of
May — just in time for Congress to vote
on the Budget Deficit Reconciliation
Balancing Act.

The “Electromagnetic Spectrum
Policy Act of 1997 is designed to cor-
rect a series of grievances. A preliminary
summary of the proposed bill stated that
it addressed the following complaints:
“the NTIA gives the FCC congested
government spectrum; the FCC and
users can’t determine where commercial
use of spectrum will interfere with gov-
emment use; the FCC takes too long to
allocate spectrum; the FCC can’t ear-
mark auction proceeds for specific uses;
FCC auction authority only extends to
certain services; FCC auction authority
expires next year; and licensees who
don’t go through auctions get use of
spectrum for free.” The bill would also
give the FCC auction authority and
extend it to all licensed services.

The comparative hearings contro-
versy is neatly resolved: all initial
licenses for analog radio and television
stations for which there’s more than
one applicant will be auctioned off.
And the FCC doesn’t have to fear
telling the American public that there
are no longer any criteria ensuring
minority ownership; if anyone com-
plains, all the commission has to say
is, “Hey, Congress made us do it!”

Meanwhile, Congress and the White

A Roundup of News and
Comment Affecting Radio
From the Nation’s Capital

House press on with their plans to auc-
tion spectrum, regardless of what hap-
pens to the Commerce bill. The budget
resolution that Congress was evaluating
at press time asks that $26.3 billion be
collected in auctions by 2002.
Interestingly, the spectrum auction bill
enables proceeds to be earmarked by
the FCC or to be put toward deficit
reduction.

On hoid
A source said the Senate has put off
introducing the spectrum auction bill
for some months while it waited for
Congress and the White House to
decide how much should be raised in
auctions.
As the recent WCS (wireless commu-
nications services) auction demonstrated,
See OWNERSHIF, page 12 p
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Lauren Bacall Has Radio Roots

CHICAGO | just returned from the
annual PROMAX show. this year held in
The Windy City. What a great town. isn’t
in?

And PROMAX continues to try and
reach out to radio. although [ think they
still have some ways to go before [ would
comfortably call them “radio-triendly.”

The conference had its share of radio
roundtables and format meetings. but the
groups are small and the overwhelming
presence on the exhibit floor is that of tele-
vision and cable.

Luminous guest

For its Master Creative Series guest
speaker. however. PROMAX invited one
of my all-time favorites and a person that
radio can proudly lay claim to — in spite
of her fame as a movie star. Lauren Bacall
made a rare appearance on Saturday. June
7. in a general session that I hoped would
last all day.

Of course. we all know that Lauren
Bacall forged a successful career in
movies. television and the theater. But did
you know that she and husband Humphrey
Bogart were on the radio?

Bogart produced. narrated and starred
on a syndicated radio series in the late
1940s called “Humphrey Bogart Presents.”™
With Lauren as his co-star. he also starred
in a syndicated radio adventure series
called “Bold Adventure.” in the ecarly
1950s.

Which probably heips explain why she
is in such great demand as a voice-over
artist to this day.

In a presentation that garnered her
numerous heartfelt ovations. Bacall talked
about growing up without a father. the sup-
port of her family when she decided to
pursue her acting dream and her philoso-
phy of life. There wasn’t a dry cye in the
house when she was finished.

She was gracious and funny. opening
with “I'm breathing. [ guess [ should be
grateful.” That set the tone for an informa-
tive and entertaining session. Bottom line:
she believes that talent is not the only
thing that will propel you forward.
Although she encouraged the promotions
executives gathered to nurture talent and

foster situations that will create trust
between talent and management. she also
stressed that for her. "Work mecans
health.”

Lauren Bacall dazzled PROMAX.

PROMAX gets an A+ for ctfort on this
one. They sure don’t make them like
Lauren Bacall anymore.

T NEW AND

SBE Chapters Rev Up

Speaking of trade shows. the SBE just
released a list of regional trade shows and
conventions that its member chapters are
planning. Many of the regional shows
include broadcast engineering seminars.
trade shows and the usual networking
opportunitics.

If you would like more information.
contact the individual chapters at the num-
bers listed below.

Central New York

Regional SBE Convention and SBE
National Meeting

September 26

Four Points Hotel. Liverpool. N.Y.
Contact: John Soergel (315) 437-5805

Pittsburgh Chapter 20

Regional SBE Convention

Sept. 30 1o Oct. |

Sheraton Inn North. Pittsburgh

Contact: Mary Pam Sprague (412) 362-
9937

Kentucky SBE Regional
October 18

Location not yet decided
Contact: Larry Rixman (812) 948-5841

1997 Broadcasters Clinic

Oct. 21-24

Holiday Inn West. Middleton. Wis.
Contact: Michelle Lukens (608) 255-2600

Electronic Media Expo

Oct. 22-23

Meydenbauer Center. Bellevue. Wash.
Contact: Earl Fleehart (206) 957-1801

TAB/SBE Annual Convention & Trade
Show

Oct. 29 - 31

El Paso Convention Center. El Paso. Texas
Contact: Oscar Rodriguez (512) 322-9944

Well. that’s it for now.

Photos by Paul J. McLane

The new memorial to Franklin Delano Roosevelt is open on the Tidal Basin in Washington. The importance of
radio to Depression-era America is acknowledged by the figure on the right.
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DAB testing was unbiased

Dear RW:

Guary Shapiro of CEMA spoke well
about the EIA/CEMA testing program
(“CEMA: Don’t Shoot the Messenger,”
April 30).

Having been a member of the origi-
nal task committee for formulation and
execution of it, and a participant in
many of the proceedings, I can testify
to the unbiased approach used through-
out the entire process. Most of my col-
leagues from the receiver manufactur-
ing side of the fence have hoped that
the IBOC systems would prove superi-
or because we mostly believe that the
business model associated with 1BOC
broadcasting has the highest degree of
potential success for both broadcaster
and consumer: but. alas. it has not been
the case,

Radi¢ Werld.
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Had IBOC test results been favorable.
would CEMA be accused of being biased
against Eurcka 1477 Probably. Seems we
must always have someone to blame for
things not going the way we expected
them to.

Almon H. Clegg
Consultant
Cumming. Ga.

Atwater Kent: No unions

Dear RW,

Enjoyed vour article on the Atwater
Kent radios ("Time Capsule Reveals a
Legacy.” April 30).

My late grandfather Karl Loss¢
worked for Atwater Kent in Philadelphia
(Germantown) until it closed prior to
World War 11 I believe my grandfather
was o foreman. He died in 1984 but [ still
remember the stories he told me about
the Kent radios and how they were the
best made. My grandfuther was a friend
of A, Atwater Kent.

Although vou listed some of the
reasons for the demise of Atwater
Kent, [ believe you missed the most
important. at least as my grandfather
once relayed to me. Atwater Kent was
one of the few really stable companices
that operated continuously through the
depths of the depression. My grandfa-
ther was never out of work while
working for Kent. He told me that in
the late 1930s. employees tried to
unionize the company. hoping to get
more benefits and pay. These employ-
ees weren't satisfied that they had jobs
when at least 25 percent of the work-
ing men didn't. A. Atwater Kent
would not have any part of a union at
his company. and warned these dis-
gruntled employees he would shut the
place down if they unionized and/or
struck the firm. They did. and Kent
shuttered the place just before the war,

Tom Mulvaney
Lexington, K.

Peanut power? Try CB

Dear RW,

1 think Kent Waterman and others who
advocate unlicensed radio stations are
missing the point (“Peanuts or Pirates.
Make ‘em Legal.” May 28). No one is
abridging anyone’s treedom of speech or
trying to deprive a city of radio service.
In fact. Mr. Waterman hits the nail on the
head himself wheri he mentions his “dirty
5 watts.”

That’s the principal reason for the
FCC’s existence: keeping down inter-
ference. The AM band is crowded
enough as 1t is without adding hun-
dreds or even thousands of unregulated
stations.

Sure. one or two stations running 5
watts or so wouldn't really hurt much.
But I'm sure no one believes things
would stop with only a couple unli-
censed stations. Pretty soon the band
would be jammed with them. And who
says all these stations would be clean?
A perfect example of what happens
when FCC regulation ceases is the
Citizens Band. where chaos rules, and

OPINION
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The

Old-Time
Radio

(313

ten,”” the article states.

We're not surprised.

media.

issue.

It’s official: Old-time radio is back.
We know it is. The New York Times said so.
R f Earlier this month, the great gray lady of jour-
Etu r n O nalism ran a full-page Sunday feature about the
popularity of golden-era radio in the late 1990s.
This enthusiasm for classic radio extends
beyond the expected group of older fans. Young
listeners, according to the Times, are turning to
these audio treasures as an alternative to pre-
dictable and racy modern entertainment.
“A new generation is discovering a medium
that lets you ‘exercise the muscles of your mind while you lis-

Radio stations are playing more old programs. Newsletters,
books and catalogues feed nuggets of information about old-time
radio to young and old fans. Reissued tapes, bootleg recordings,
nostalgia conventions and Internet websites recall the days of
Benny and Bergen, Bing and Barbasol.

Readers of RW aiready know about the continuing appeal of
classic radio. Our “Roots of Radio” and “Pioneer Profile” fea-
tures look back regularly at influential people and programs. In
our pages. syndicators advertise nostalgia radio prograins.
Letters from our readers reveal great interest in stories about the
days when radio and film were the only true national mass

In fact. as examples of the trend, the Times article cited Radio
Spirits. a program supplier and RW advertiser. as well as radio
station WMKV(FM) Cincinnati. profiled here in our June 11

We’re glad to read about classic radio in the pages of an influ-
ential national newspaper. Perhaps articles of this kind will help
to re-energize the people who make today’s radio programs,
challenging them to paint complex, entertaining mind pictures. to
live up to the high standards set by their predecessors. and to
realize the power of the spoken word.

— RW

dirty so-called linears (which most of
them aren’t!) pollute the spectrum with
their barely suppressed slop.

From my years of running NRSC
measurements for AM stations. | have
been in numerous spots where there is
only one signal on the whole band. 1
agree perhaps there are some very iso-
lated spots that could benefit from their
own radio stations. Possibly we could
take a lesson from Canada. where 1
understand there are transmitters of
only a few waltts output serving many
isolated settlements.

However, 1 do not believe the public
“interest. convenience and necessity”
would be served by allowing unlicensed
transmitters to proliferate. Just tune to
27.185 MHz (CB Channel 19) and see
what we’d all be in for should unregulat-
ed transmitters come about.

David M. Hallow
DAG Communications
Arlington, Texas

Conelrad and EAS

Dear RW,

I believe there may have been un
error in your article, “Betore EBS
There Was Conelrad™ (April 30). The
dividing line as to which station moved
which way (i.e.. to 640 or 1240 kHz)
was not as clear as which frequency
was closer.

I work for a station on 1110 kHz
which was assigned to 640 kHz for
Conelrad operation. Obviously. 1240
would have been closer. I think the deter-
mination was actually that the clears
went to 640 and everybody else went to
1240, but I'm not certain of that. Our sta-
tion is a clear and thus would have gone
to 640.

Regarding the current imposed “civil

World Radio Histo

defense™ system. the EAS. I lean toward
those who disagree that it is necessary.
But our own station (formerly the CPCS-
I and now one of three LP-1s in town)
has elected to relay the National Weather
Service automatically when it issues a
Tornado Warning atfecting areas for
which we would have agreed in the past
to activate EBS.

A tornado is life-threatening. As
many people as possible should get the
word now. This will not necessarily
translate into any competitive advan-
tage. since all the “jukeboxes™ who
monitor us will have it on their air
almost as soon as we do. It just seemed
like the thing to do.

We are encouraged by the fact that
NWS personnel have been issuing
WRSAME alerts using many of the
same protocols for a few years now and
should have it down. We also opted for
automatic relay since we tound that the
EAS boxes were not designed to do
anything with a received alert until the
entire ulert is received (read: up to two
minutes later) unless the filter is pro-
grammed for automatic relay. Only in
this case will the alert be relayed nearly
immediately. and immediacy is what is
called for here.

Mike Shane

Assistant Engineer
KFAB(AMVKGOR(FM)
Omaha, Neb.

Write to Us:
Radio World Readers Forum

PO Box 1214
Falls Church, VA 22041

74103.2435 @compuserve.com
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WINX Deal Undone by Politics

P WINX, continued from page 1

have the private sector hold on to the radio
station and not get us into owning a radio
station.”

Graham Norton, director of the
Department of Public Works and
Transportation said he was disappointed.
Traffic officials there had hoped to use the
AM station to offer more-powerful traffic
information to drivers in this congested
suburb of Washington, D.C.

“We’ve had an opportunity to dramati-
cally improve the flow of transportation
information to the citizens with the initia-
tive that we had,” he said, referring to the
county’s desire to purchase WINX.
“We’ve stepped dramatically back from
that. It’s better than nothing, but nowhere
near as good as what we would have had.”

Council President Marilyn Praisner, who
at press time hadn’t seen anything formal
on the proposed agreement or discussed the
situation with council members. said, “It
looks to me as if we could have avoided a
lot of headache and grief if we had looked
at this kind of option in the first place.”

Parris said he “would be an extremely
happy person” if the deal for the new
transmitter site comes through. “We end up
keeping the radio station,” he said. “We’re
a company in business to expand and not
contract. Here's an opportunity to keep
WINX under a very favorable lease agree-
ment and continue to expand.”

Looking back

The proposed agreement between
WINX and Montgomery County did not
materialize overnight. Parris’ desire to sell
WINX in the first place arose, he said.
after his transmitter site was sold by its
controlling bank to a group of land devel-
opers. (That sale has not yet gone through.)

After Parris lost a bid to buy the land
occupied by his towers, the Montgomery
County Department of Public Works and
Transportation put a $50.000 deposit on
the station and made plans to use the fre-
quency for traffic information. WINX is at

Pack,
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Rack

1600 kHz. operating at 1 kW day, 500 W
post-sunset.

But the state General Assembly
Department of Fiscal Services concluded
that $300,000 in state funds should not be
turned over to Montgomery County
towards the cost of purchasing WINX.

Owner Parris said he could not afford to
keep operating as before. He said he lost
out on his bid to buy the tower land and
was facing a “10-times increase in rent”
from the new owners of the land. There
was no choice but to sell.

Al traffic

Traffic is a big deal in populous
Montgomery County, a suburb of
Washington. Both of the frequencies cur-
rently used to provide traveler’s informa-
tion are owned by the county’s Department
of Public Works and Transportation.

Broadcasting traffic information over
WINX full-time would have allowed sig-
nificantly increased coverage — about 600
square miles. according to Bill Corder,
supervisor of the department’s transporta-

The Montgomery County Council was
not happy about the original WINX situa-
tion. When interviewed earlier. Praisner
said the council had many concerns,
including “the obligations and responsibili-
ties that are associated with owning and
managing a radio station.”

“When you move into purchasing a
radio station, we’re not talking about buy-
ing five more police cars than we had bud-
geted.” she said. “You’'re talking about
assuming a major responsibility.”

David Weaver, director of public infor-
mation for Montgomery County. said, “a
mountain is being made out of a molehill.”
He suggested that the current setup with
the 590 and 1070 frequencies is “a very
inefficient way of doing business ... There
are obviously a lot of capital costs associ-
ated with maintaining those transmitters,
and so we have been looking for some
time for a more efficient ... and a more
cost-effective” method of disseminating
traffic information.

“Our local county council has thrown
several fits over this item,” Weaver said.

WINX

94.3FM L1

Rock 'n’ Rall Oldies

tion management center. Corder suggested
that the standing low-power transmitters
could be used to supplement the 1600 fre-
quency in areas not covered by it.

The FCC granted assignment of the
WINX license to the county on March 24.
A commission staff attorney said the grant
was rescinded on April 11 when the Audio
Services Division was made aware of an
objection filed by a communications
lawyer, a resident who believes that there
is already enough traffic information avail-
able on the radio in Montgomery County.

According to the release, “The County’s
license application with the Federal
Communications Commission will be
withdrawn once an agreement has been
reached with WINX.

PR
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or Stack’em!
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write for
free
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On May 8. the council voted “essentially
to throw the baby out with the bath water.
They voted to restrict our department of
transportation from spending any FY '98
dollars, any new revenue or any budgeted
money on enhanced travelers advisory
radio system operations.”

Why was the council so upset about the
WINX situation? “I don’t know.” said
Weaver, “other than that they didn’t get to
make the decision themselves. This was a
management decision by our Department
of Public Works and Transportation.”
Weaver also said there is *“absolutely no
legal obligation to consult with the council
or seek their prior approval before moving
forward.”

Bill Afflerbach. principal engineer with

NANOAMP SERIES

Mono and Stereo Mixers and Expanders
MX100, MX200 & MXS100 Three Input Mic/Line Mixers
XP100 & XPS100 Four Input Companion Expanders

Columbia Telecommunications, who put
together the original deal with Montgomery
County, said WINX “would be off the air
if this deal doesn’t go through.”
Montgomery County, he said, “has already
agreed that they want to increase coverage
... This is the best way to do it. It’s an engi-
neering business decision.”

Smali AM Has
Rock ‘n’ Roll Roots

ROCKVILLE, Md. In the midst
of all this traffic is a small AM rock
’n’ roll oldies station. A light bulb
sits on owner Parris’ desk — an
ordinary light bulb at first glance,
but upon further consideration one
practically bursting with ideas.

“I do everything here,” he said,
“including changing the light bulbs.
This is here,” he said, pointing to the
bulb, “to remind me to buy a bulb.”

WINX(AM) is modeled after the
mid-1960s incarnation of
WABC(AM) in New York. The sta-
tion pumps out a high-energy sound
to listeners, complete with prerequi-
site echo.

A tiny, grayish, weather-beaten
building in a grassy field at the end
of a residential neighborhood houses
the AM transmitter; Parris affection-
ately calls the building “the bunker.”
The DJs who broadcast from within
hardly take a breath and, likely as
not. people in their cars and at home
feel out of breath listening to them.

At 943
MHz on the
FM dial,
WINX-FM
serves a
simulcast of
the AM pro-
gramming
to Northern
Virginia, -
Charles Bill Parris
County, Md., and a good part of
Montgomery County from its trans-
mitter site in Warrenton, Va.
WNTL(AM) is a 50-kW daytimer.
Parris’ company, Radio Broadcast
Communications, is leasing it on a
month-to-month basis, and rebroad-
casts WINX at 1030 kHz. “It’s
Pittsburgh to Cape May, New
Jersey.” said Parris.

Between the three stations, Parris
said, “we cover some folks.”

WINX is a gut-level rock 'n’ roll
oldies radio experience, pro-
grammed from the heart and operat-
ed with care by an owner who places
what could be seen, in today’s tight-
ly structured radio landscape, as an
unusual amount of trust in his DJs.
He places so much trust in them that
they choose the songs they play
from cards lined up in holders, left
to right, rather than follow a list cre-
ated by a computerized scheduling
program.

With WINX-FM about to get a
power increase from 2 to 4 kW,
Parris continues to realize his rock
'n’ roll oldies radio dream. Radio
Broadcast Communications pur-
chased WINX(AM) in March 1993.
“We changed it from a top 40 station
to a high-energy, highly familiar, up-
tempo, ass-kicking oldies station,”
he said.

The hits? They just keep on
coming.
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Satellite Service Faces DARS

P MSAT, continued from page 1
where your vehicle is in relation to it.”

Using GPS, local over-the-air broad-
casters can run promotions via satellite.
Here’s how it works: a radio station in
Boise, Idaho, offers a free tee-shirt to
the first 100 callers to answer a skill-
testing question either by phone or
RadioSat. This data is sent to the satel-
lite, which broadcasts it throughout
North America. Car radios that are
tuned to the station’s frequency and
located within the station’s listening
area — as determined by integrated
GPS receivers — will display the infor-
mation on their in-car screens.
Listeners can then respond with the
push of a button on the radio.

This sounds futuristic, but it’s not.
The satellite RadioSat needs to deliver
such two-way mobile services,
Canada’s MSAT-1, is already in orbit.
It has the transponder space and cover-
age needed to deliver RadioSat in L-
band across North America, and negoti-
ations with Canada’s TMI
Communications to clinch that space
are already under way. “They seem
eager to work with us,” Noreen said,
“and we’re trying to put together a deal
right now.”

“TMI is certainly very interested in
working with RadioSat because it could
potentially be a very large user of space
segment capacity on MSAT-1,” said
Steve Howse, TMI's MSAT product
manager. “Bulk capacity sales have
been targeted as a growth opportunity
in the new TMI business plan as TMI
enters its second year of operation and
looks at new ways to increase utiliza-
tion of its satellite asset.”

Stumbling blocks

This, then, is the potential of
RadioSat. Standing in the way are three
factors: satellite DARS (digital audio
radio services), international trade laws
and the lack of consumer receivers.

To date, the Federal
Communications Commission has
already licensed two companies to
offer one-way DARS in S-band. One
of these is American Mobile Radio
Corp., which owns North America’s
only other MSAT satellite, and works
cooperatively with TMI in providing
satellite telephone services across the
continent.

Although Noreen was a founding
member of AMRC, he has been
rebuffed in his attempts to win the
company’s support for RadioSat. Now,
having agreed to pay $90 million for
its DARS spectrum, AMRC is likely to
oppose FCC approval for RadioSat,
particularly because it faces the same
mobile sales problems that have con-
vinced TMI to back RadioSat.

The second problem is international
trade law. Noreen said changes in the
World Trade Organization’s GATT
rules will allow TMI to sell mobile ser-
vices in the United States starting next
year, but these changes don’t include
digital radio.

The U.S. government is unlikely to
look favorably on Canadian satellites
carrying U.S. services anyway. In fact,
last year the United States killed a sim-
ilar deal between Canadian satellite
owner Telesat Canada, TCI and
TelQuest to share four North American

DBS (direct broadcast satellite)
systems.

Washington said “no” because
Canada refused to ease its foreign pro-
gramming restrictions in exchange for
approval. To date, the Canadian gov-
ernment has not changed its domestic
content quotas and, given nationalistic
feelings north of the border, probably
will not do so anytime soon.

Gary Noreen is aware of these con-
cerns. “According to TMI, our
RadioSat service is classified as
‘telecommunications’ rather than
‘broadcast’ because it is inherently
two-way, and thus is not subject to
broadcast restrictions,” he said. He

added that Canada may have some
leverage with the United States over
this issue. Although the MSAT frequen-
cies RadioSat needs have been interna-
tionally approved, AMRC’s U.S. DARS
spectrum must be coordinated with the
Canadians.

You want us to do what?

Still, there’s the question of con-
sumer receivers. There aren’t any. To
make RadioSat work, Noreen must per-
suade manufacturers to produce
AM/FM/L-band receivers — which
will likely be the size of two car radios
stacked on top of each other, in order to
accommodate a touchscreen interface

Now, let’s check in
with Pete, the Party
Animal at the FlJI
Block Party in sunny
Ft. Lauderdale. Tell
me Pete, are the
beauties bathing?

..Uh, Yeah, | just

asked how the

break. We'll
try to check
back with
you a bit
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feeds that require spontaneous, interactive
communication and you want full bandwidth,
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All of this for just $2300!

We make great connections

800-237-1776

www.comrex.com

— and the systems’ two-way coaster-
sized antennas. To do this is a problem
in itself.

In short, RadioSat is up against the
kind of non-technical obstacles that
have killed many a promising technolo-
gy. Promoters see it as an innovative
concept that uses not just existing tech-
nology, but also existing satellite
capacity, to offer substantial benefits
for satellite and conventional broad-
casters alike. For local radio stations,
they say, RadioSat is a way to make
money from added-value services with-
out having to convert their terrestrial
transmitters to digital. They can simply
deliver these services by satellite, tar-
geting their audience by selecting the
right GPS coordinates, while broad-
casting audio as usual on either AM or
FM. But the obstacles are high.

Hi there studio!
This party’s amaz...
What? Did you say
something?

ke
b | can't work
&)\ like this! You
have to do
something
about the

COMREX Corporation, 65 Nonset Path, Acton, MA 01720 USA Tel: 508-263-1800 Fax: 508-635-0401
E-mail: info@comrex.com Fax-on-Demand: 508-264-9973 Toll-free: 800-237-1776 in N.A. or 0-800-96-2093 in the UK.
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Rainbow PUSHES for Viacom Challenge

Jackson Claims Viacom Reneged on Promise to
Sell at Least Two Stations to Minority Broadcasters

by Sharon Rae

WASHINGTON Before it inks the
sale of its D.C. stations to Evergreen,
Viacom may have to clear the deal with
one more person: the Rev. Jesse
Jackson.

The National Rainbow/PUSH
Coalition is challenging Viacom Inc.’s
proposed sale of its four Washington
radio stations — WJZW(FM), WMZQ-
FM, WBZS(AM) and WZHF(AM) —
to Evergreen Media Corp. Jackson,

The “D” line features...

head of the civil rights group, alleges
that Viacom reneged on a 1993 deal to
sell at least two of the stations to
minority buyers.

“Viacom promised to take affirmative
steps, including meetings and consulta-
tions with minority broadcasters,” stated
Jackson. “Relying on this promise and on
the fact that minorities would need con-
siderable time to raise the money to buy
the station ... the FCC gave Viacom an
18-month waiver of the FCC’s multiple
ownership rules.”

Evergreen is buying the Viacom radio
properties as part of its merger with
Dallas-based Chancellor Broadcasting,
which will ultimately become Chancellor
Media.

Jackson charged that Viacom did not
keep its promise in good faith: “Viacom
did nothing to fulfill its pledge.” He
also stated that the FCC has “done little
to defend and protect minority media
ownership.”

The 18-month waiver expired in
September 1995. Rainbow/PUSH leaders
said that Viacom kept all four stations for
20 additional months without an exten-
sion ruling from the FCC. “Without the
waiver, Viacom would have been
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Rev. Jesse Jackson

required to divest the stations immediate-
ly,” stated Jackson.

Federal regulations limit the number
of radio and television stations one
company may control. (Viacom also
owns Washington television station
WDCA.)

A source with the Rainbow Coalition
alleged that Viacom believes divestiture
is not required because the FCC has yet
to act on a waiver extension request.

Tune in, tune out

Repeated calls from RW to Viacom
for comments were not returned. FCC
officials called the matter “restricted” and
said they could not comment.

In prepared statements, Viacom

Jackson’s group
is committing itself to
‘use (its) leverage as a
stockholder to
promote equal
opportunity.’

responded that Jackson’s request to block
the sale is “without merit” and “won’t
delay completion of its deal with
Evergreen.”

A recent transaction by Evergreen
seems to have calmed the waters a bit.
Evergreen announced last month it is sell-
ing a pair of AM stations in Washington
and an AM station in San Francisco to
African-American-controlled Douglas
Broadcasting for $18 million. Jackson stat-
ed that, while Evergreen’s initiative is con-
structive, it does not “moot the issues
raised by Rainbow/PUSH’s March 31st
petition to the FCC.”

In that petition, Rainbow calls
Viacom’s 1993 request for a temporary
waiver “a sham.” Jackson’s group is
committing itself to “use (its) leverage
as a stockholder to promote equal
opportunity.”

Rainbow/PUSH is moving forward
with plans to purchase stock in 10 of the
largest publicly traded media corpora-
tions in the United States, “to ensure that
people of color are treated not as passive
consumers but as producers and trading
partners. Surely if we can listen to and
tune into television and radio outlets, we
can just as easily tune out.”
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Spokane FM Hit by Pirate

by Lauren Rooney

SPOKANE, Wash. Most radio sta-
tions love it when listeners are jammin’
to the music. But for radio station KZZU-
FM in Spokane, Wash., a little jammin’
recently went too far.

Program Director Ken Hopkins said
the station started getting phone calls
from listeners around May 1, complain-
ing that someone was talking over the
songs. “Mostly between 10 a.m. and 5
p-m., he’d broadcast things like ‘KZZU
sucks,” or ‘Don’t listen to the Zoo, the
Zoo sucks.’”

Hopkins thought the messages were
probably taped, because they repeated
over and over. Some messages targeted
on-air personalities, some were racist,
some were just cruel.

“I got a call from a listener who said
he was driving with his kids, when sud-
denly over our air he heard a string of
obscenities, and then that Santa Claus
had just been shot. Another time he
said the governor had been killed,”
Hopkins said.

A pirate was apparently chasing
KZZU.

One proponent of low-power stations
said this behavior is not typical of most
“pirates” today.

“Pirates don’t purposely jam the sig-
nals of licensed stations,” said Paul
Griffin, a pirate broadcaster at Radio
Free Berkeley in Northern California.
“We (represent) civil disobedience
rather than outlaws,” he said.
“Technically what we’re doing is
against FCC regulations, but we’re
doing that because we want to see regu-
lations changed.”

Roving the airwaves

Chief Engineer Tim Anderson
believes the jammer was using some-
thing similar to a CB linear amplifier
tuned down into the FM band to jam
the air signal. Not a ton of power, but
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< Optional Remote Controller
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enough to lock out the KZZU signal in
a several-block area. “We got many
calls, all indicating that they clearly
heard the statements. Not like, ‘I
thought I heard something,” or ‘It was

Pirates don't
purposely jam the
signals of licensed
stations.

— Paul Griffin

song about the pirate, and asked listen-
ers to try to catch the guy on tape. The
only time they actually heard him, he
bled through the speakers in the pro-
duction room. The pirate continued,
and KZZU called in the big guns, offer-
ing a $5,000 reward for information
leading to his capture and conviction.
The station also notified the Federal
Communications Commission.

“It is quite curious,” said Anderson,
“that he went dark and didn’t come up
any longer after we broadcast on at
least two TV stations that we would
aggressively pursue him.” But before
setting sail to other seas, the pirate
announced that if listeners wanted to

hear more of what he had

k548

Colls on the Redio Pirate con be directed to
({509) 324-2333. We encourage thot callers leave
nome, phone #, address and specific information. In

addition, KZZU nesds ox oudio fope of 1he Radic Pirode.

WANTED
RADIO PIRATE

Anucks Radio Station

N omnouxes o reword of $5,000 for infermeticn locding
o the arrest and conviction of the Rodio Pirgte.

$5,000 REWARD

to say, they could tune in
to Channel 7 or 13 on
their CB radios.

its that easy!
“Micro-power radio
broadcasters,” as the FCC

$5,000 Reward Offered refers to them, typically
Aber roceving sevealcolsfrom Ksteners with the broadcast at low power
mmu&%f“, woldde | | without an FCC license

(the commission won’t
license anything less than
100 W).

It’s pretty easy to get a
micro-power station up
and running. You can buy
a transmitter kit with
antenna and necessary
cables for about $700
over the Internet. All it

KZZU posted this sign in Spokane, hoping to nab its

‘jammer.’

takes is a little electronics
experience and a solder-
ing gun. Then you hook a

fuzzy.”” And the pirate was on the
move, with the jamming occurring in
several different areas of Spokane. “So
he was probably broadcasting from a
van or car,” Anderson said.

It went on for about 10 days. KZZU
air personalities fired back with a joke
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confiscation of your equipment and pos-
sible jail time. John Winston, assistant
bureau chief of Compliance and
Information at the FCC, said they do go
after pirates. “When we get a complaint
about a pirate station, and we do know
the identity, we send a letter telling them
to stop broadcasting. And they usually
do.”

But Winston admitted pirates are not
a top priority at the FCC. “If we can’t
identify the operation, we’ll initiate an
investigation. How quickly that can be
completed depends on workload at the
FCC and resources.”

The FCC investigation in Spokane
didn’t turn up anything. While station
managers are glad the jamming has
stopped, Ken Hopkins said he almost
wished it hadn’t. If the pirate had con-
tinued broadcasting, he said, it might
be possible to nail the perpetrator.

Stations have been victimized by
pirates before. But that doesn’t make it
any more pleasant when it’s your sta-
tion that gets hit.

“I thought I had seen just about
everything happen to us, but this
opened a whole new chapter,” Hopkins
said.

Pirates Gather

CARSON, cCalif. Pirate radio
broadcasters set sail for Carson,
Calif., for the second annual Micro-
Power Radio conference, scheduled
for June 20 and 21.

“We’ve got to get organized,”
said organizer Paul Griffin, founder
of the Association of Micro-Power
Broadcasters, before the conference.
“If we’'re not organized, the FCC
could just come around and take us
all off the air, one at a time.” Last
year about 200 people attended,
some from as far away as Australia
and the Netherlands.

The conference offered work-
shops on buying, installing and
repairing equipment, on how to get
service from record companies,
and a chance for pirates to
exchange ideas. Attendees were
also expected to discuss the case
of Radio Free Berkeley vs. the
FCC. s

In 1995, when RFB first went
on the air, it challenged the FCC
order to stop broadcasting. A
judge ordered the FCC to prove
RFB would cause irreparable harm
and create chaos and anarchy on
the airways if allowed to broadcast
as stated in the cease-and-desist
order. The case was pending in the
San Francisco Circuit Court of
Appeals.

FCC officials could not comment
on that case because it is still in the
courts, but the agency is aware of
the conference. John Winston, of
the commission’s Bureau of
Compliance and Information, said
the FCC could do nothing about it.
“They can meet, they can talk about
what they do, but the FCC can’t do
anything until they go on the air,”
he said.

Winston wouldn’t say whether the
FCC would be monitoring the
California conference, but said the
agency keeps track of such meetings.

— by Lauren Rooney
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MOST EXTENSIVE LINEOFDIGITAL HYBRIDS

Got One of These?

Gentner DH20 Digital Hybrid

If you have a plain telephone in your station for use on air,
chances are your audio console and the dial-up telephone
system don't get along very well with each other. That’s
where a company like Gentner Communications comes in—
to cut through the static. They have been providing interfaces
between broadcast equipment and telephone lines for over
sixteen years.

In a broadcast situation, you need a hybrid. Gentner
manufactures the most extensive line of digital hybrids
available in the world. To keep up with the latest technol-
ogy advancements, Gentner has introduced the DH22
Dual Digital Hybrid and the DH20 Digital Hybrid.

The DH20 is the latest generation hybrid from Gentner. It has
many features normally available only in more expensive
units including caller control, auto answer/disconnect, and a
selectable call progress decoder. Auto mix-minus generation
is included with the DH20. Plus, it automatically adapts to
changing telephone line conditions. Other benefits you get
with the DH20 Digital Hybrid are a built-in caller monitor amp
and superior audio quality.

Gentner DH22 Dual Digital Hybrid

The DH22 provides two digital hybrids in a single rack
mount unit. It is ideal for conferencing two lines or VIP
applications with an out-of-station guest or host. Plus, it
has selectable caller control, auto answer/disconnect, select-
able call progress disconnect, and auto mix- minus. Get the
features and benefits you want and need. The DH22 provides
not just one, but all of the following:

+ Dual Digital Hybrids for conferencing two callers

* Auto mix-minus—no external mix-minus required

« Automatically adapts to changing telephone line
conditions

+ Auto answer/disconnect for listen lines, IFB and remotes
* Superior audio quality

+ Call progress disconnect

* Built-in caller monitor amp

To get more information on these or any other Gentner

products, call your broadcast application experts at Harris
today.

Harris Corporation Broadcast Division
U.S.: 1-800-622-0022
FAX: 765-966-0623

Canada: 1-800-269-6817
http://www.broadcast.harris.com
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FCC Chairman Hundt Resigns

P FCC, continued from page 1
improved our win record in the Court of
Appeals.”

Of the relative unknown Furchgott-
Roth, who has been with the Commerce
Committee since 1985, Hundt said: “I'm
completely pleased that the president has
nominated a prominent economist to the
commission. This choice underscores the
importance of economics in all of our
analyses.”

In her statement, Ness also commend-
ed Clinton’s nominations: “Bill is an
exceptionally talented lawyer whose
calm professionalism and excellent judg-
ment have already benefited the agency
enormously. Harold is an experienced
economist whose involvement in the
development of the Telecommunications
Act will be invaluable.”

The White House must now nominate
another Democrat/Republican pair for
Senate approval. The Republican Senate
leadership has already recommended
Michael Powell, chief of staff for the
U.S. Department of Justice Antitrust
Division and son of retired Gen. Colin
Powell.

At press time there were no solid can-
didates for a second Democratic nominee
who, along with either Ness or Kennard
(if confirmed) could assume the chair-
manship. Kathleen Wallman, former

chief of the FCC Common Carrier
Bureau and current deputy assistant to
President Clinton for economic policy, is
rumored to be a potential candidate.
Sources in Washington predicted that
Hundt would remain chairman until some
time after the Senate’s August recess.

Sen. Conrad Burns, R-Mont., said the
Commerce Committee hoped to wrap up
its hearings on the current nominees by
the end of June.

Parting words

Hundt was sworn in as chairman of the
FCC on Nov. 29, 1993. His term saw the
implementation of the Telecom-
munications Act of 1996, the first spec-
trum auctions in FCC history and the
streamlining and reform of the commis-
sion and its processes.

Both sides of the political fence
praised Hundt upon his announcement.

“Chairman Hundt has been a strong
and visionary leader of the FCC during
this historic period in telecommunica-
tions policy,” Clinton said in a statement.
*“(His) leadership has opened opportunity
to businesses, here and abroad, while
ensuring that all Americans share in the
benefits of the telecommunications revo-
lution.”

Vice President Gore, a friend of
Hundt’s since high school, said, “Perhaps
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it's true. An easy-to-use on-screen digital cart
machine that runs on a regular PC. WaveCart uses
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exclusive RadidFire® technology, playback is
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WaveCart comes with its own digital audio editor. Up to
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Chairman Hundt’s greatest accomplish-
ment was proving that government can
adopt policies that promote both market
values and family values.”

Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., tempered
his citation of Hundt. “While Mr. Hundt
and I have had our philosophical differ-
ences, he deserves praise for his hard
work and commitment to public service.
Chairman Hundt’s implementation of the
Telecommunications Act does not

He once again
made it very clear
that he has
prejudiced this
issue (of alcohol
advertising).

— DISCUS Spokeswoman

Elizabeth Board

deserve much of the criticism it has
received. Such criticism instead should
have been directed at the Act itself.”

McCain voted against the Telecom Act
because he felt it placed too much power
in the hands of the FCC. He did not
object to the broadcast ownership provi-
sions of the legislation.

In his outgoing speech to FCC staff,
Hundt lauded the legislation as one of the
singular achievements of his tenure.
“That mission of creating competition
throughout all aspects of the communica-
tions marketplace is one that we began
pursuing in 1993 and 1994, and that
became the law of the land in the
Telecommunications Act of 1996.” he

said.

He spoke little of the work his com-
mission has done in radio, briefly men-
tioning the ownership barriers the
Telecom Act lifted.

“On the license-processing line, we
have performed the impossible,” he said.
“We’ve ... handled the greatest number of
mergers and acquisitions per year in FCC
history.”

A spokeswoman at the FCC said
Hundt will not let up on his agenda while
he waits for a successor. This will
include, in Hundt’s words, “the threat” of
liquor advertising and “the decline” of
public service announcements. These are
two issues on which he and National
Association of Broadcasters President
Edward O. Fritts have been sharply
divided.

“While we haven’t always agreed with
Chairman Hundt,” Fritts said in a state-
ment, “we have enjoyed his competitive
spirit and the robust debate that he
engendered by bringing a full market-
place of ideas to the table.”

Gary Shapiro, president of the
Consumer Electronics Manufacturers
Association, which recently clashed
with the FCC on the issue of satellite
digital radio, echoed Fritts’ sentiment.
“While we occasionally disagreed on
policy,” he said in a statement, “I will
always respect him for transforming the
FCC into a government agency where
the best and brightest produced well-
reasoned actions in a well-managed
environment.”

Some of his adversaries were ready to
see Hundt leave as soon as possible,
notably the Distilled Spirits Council of
the United States. “He once again made it
very clear that he has prejudiced this
issue (of alcohol advertising),” DISCUS
spokeswoman Elizabeth Board said of
his remarks.

The FCC spokeswoman did not expect
any big shakeups at the FCC as a result
of Hundt’s departure: any staff changes
would depend on his replacement.

Is FCC Sold on
Senate Auction Bill?

P OWNERSHIP continued from page 3
what is raised often falls short of gov-
ernment’s expectations. The WCS
auctions, which were expected to raise
$1.8 billion, according to
Congressional Budget Office esti-
mates, generated a paltry $13.6 mil-
lion. Outgoing FCC Chairman Reed
E. Hundt, blames, among other things,
the failure of the auctions to reach the
goal on the fear of WCS bidders of
interference from the DARS providers
that would be on adjacent spectrum.
(Hey Reed, remember who put DARS
there in the first place!)

Rep. Mike Oxley, R-Ohio, who
pushed the idea of spectrum auctions
in 1993, pointed out that “too much
available spectrum is being dumped on
the free market too soon, reducing its
value and proceeds to the federal
Treasury.”

This may not be a particularly big
issue for radio, where spectrum in
some areas may be almost worthless.
so what happens if that $26 billion
isn’t raised in time? There has been
talk of a “trigger tax” that would be

levied on broadcasters to make up the
difference.

According to a government
spokesman, there has been much ado
about nothing with this issue. The trig-
ger tax had apparently been suggested
by the Office of Management and
Budget as a means of accounting for
the disparity between the $36 billion it
was suggesting and CBO’s more con-
servative $26 billion.

The spokesman called it “a dead
issue,” but apparently radio had noth-
ing to fear anyway: the respective
offices of budget were talking about
going after TV dollars anyway.

On the other hand, the Senate bill
would provide that all spectrum not
assigned by auction during the current
term of the applicable license would be
subject to a “spectrum lease fee.”

This means a committee set up by
Congress and consisting of “industry
experts” and FCC representatives will
divvy up among broadcasters what the
auctions don’t raise.

Better hope a lot of folks out there
want vanity phone numbers ...
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RDS Takes to the Road

by Alan Haber

WASHINGTON The Radio Data
System (RDS), broadcasting’s little engine
that could, may finally be on the road to
achieving a clearly defined success.

According to an industry source who
wished to remain anonymous, plans long
in the works call for up-level RDS radios
to be included as standard equipment in
cars manufactured by Ford Motor Co.
(Lincoln Mercury) and General Motors
Corp. (Cadillac) for the 1998 model year.
These cars will be available this fall.

The source said the car RDS rollout will
continue with product introductions as fol-
lows: BMW for the 1999 model year,
GM'’s Chevrolet and Pontiac brands in the
1999-and-a-half model year, Oldsmobile
for year 2000 models, and Buick for 2002
models. Currently, Audi and Porsche are
standard-equipped with RDS radios.

Although the reality of RDS radios ship-
ping as standard equipment in cars is a huge
step for the growth of the nearly four-and-a-
half year-old technology, the question of
commitment by broadcasters remains.
Getting broadcasters to come on-line with
RDS is “going to be up to each (automo-
bile) manufacturer,” said the source. “If you
don’t tell (broadcasters), they won’t know.”

The source pointed to the 15-month
campaign by the Consumer Electronics
Manufacturers Association, which ended
in June 1996 and saw the placement of
300 encoders in radio stations in the
country’s top 25 markets, as a positive
force in the development of RDS.

Right track

The campaign, said the source, “got
enough stations on the air. It generated
enough interest in the industry to give
people the incentive to go and take the
risk to introduce the products ... I don’t
think it convinced any broadcasters, real-
ly, but I don’t think that was the point.”

The introduction of new consumer RDS
radios gives weight to the technology. For

example, Pioneer began shipping the first

of its six car models in February; the other

five were pegged for a June retail rollout.
Best Buy will carry three of the

The Line of Car RDS Radios From Pioneer

make this happen is the day that the owner
of a station or a GM of a station turns on a
competitive station and sees the RDS sig-
nal come through ... It’s going to snowball
this thing into a tremendous success.”
Products such as the Inovonics mini-
encoder, which sells for less than $400 and
supports radiotext, can only help the RDS
cause. “Most stations,”
said Senior Development
Engineer Ben Barber,
*“spend that on a lunch.”

Products

RDS products are
available from compa-
nies such as Denon,
whose extensive lineup
includes three car CD
units, three car cassette
units, five home
receivers, a Dolby Pro
Logic home theater
system, a standalone
tuner and a pre-amp
tuner. Mike Gatto, car

audio sales manager,

Onkyo has two home models.
Kenwood is offering two home
audio/video receivers, as well as four car
units — two CD and two cassette — that
were introduced at the 1997 Winter CES.
Clarion is offering a high-end RDS
AM/FM CD player with CD changer
control.

Mondial Designs is offering a Dolby
Pro Logic RDS home receiver under the
company’s AmFi brand. Becker has one
CD and one cassette RDS unit. ADS
Technologies is distributing its Cadet
Data Radio card for Microsoft Windows
95-based PCs (an FM-only PCMCIA ver-
sion, for notebook and handheld comput-
ers, will also be rolling out). Bang &
Olufsen offers two audio systems that are
RDS upgradable; a third system can be
ordered in an RDS version.

Looking ahead, Blaupunkt will intro-
duce two RDS radios by September,
according to Senior Design Engineer
Mike Stosich.

Broadcasters will be watching, likely
with cautious optimism, the effects of
these product introductions. Another

Pioneer models, according to
Russ Johnston, vice president,
Car Product Planning. They
include a cassette model, a sin-
gle-CD model and a second sin-
gle-CD model specifically for
GM and Chrysler automobiles.
All six of the radios function as
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industry observer — a
longtime RDS supporter
— suggested that even
though the consumer elec-
tronics industry’s efforts
are respected, “more
needs to be done.” These
efforts “will fall short of

CD changer controllers.
“This RDS technology is

The KDC-PS907 CD RDS Receiver From Kenwood

the big picture” if con-

very key to the future for ... our indus-
try,” said Johnston, who noted that
Pioneer is developing a trade advertising
campaign and a public relations cam-
paign to tout RDS.

“We’re putting together a program
that we want to go to the RDS Forum
with,” Johnston said. “Our idea is, go
into a few markets — major markets —
with a mindset of developing radiotext to
show to the broadcasting community
how successful this can be.”

How successful can it be? What will it
take to break RDS wide open? Johnston
said that radio station general managers
have told him: “What’s really going to
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The company that gave you the first High Performance,
Crystal Clear, Cost-Effective, Frequency Agile FM Exciter
back in 1985 has a new winner

(typically better than 85 dB) &
0.03% THD (typically better than 0.02%) and is available at
the limited time, rock bottom price of $1,275. Like all other
BEXT Exciters, it is frequency agile, user friendly and
meticulously covered by the global BEXT 2 year warranty.

Call today for your catalog with BEXT's full line of radio & TV exciters,
transmitters, amplifiers, boosters, translators and STL's or view it on-line!

The Low Power Leader

1045 Tenth Avenue * San Diego, CA 92101
619-239-8462 * FAX: 619-239-8474
http://www.bext.com « E-mail: support@bext.com

for the Broadcast Industry.
The '97 LEX 25 FM
Exciter exceeds

80dB S/N
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said: “In terms of automotive, we intend

to expand our selection of RDS-based
tuners.”

sumer products “aren’t
readily available and plugged into the
retail system in all markets nationwide by
the end of this year.”

UHF-TV
Contact Us.
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MEASURE YOUR COVERAGE...

SATISFY YOUR SPONSORS AND PROVE
COMPLIANCE WITH GOVERNMENT
REGULATIONS.

For More Information About AM, FM, VHF-TV and
Strength

http://www.pi-usa.com

Meters Please

932 PHILADELPHIA AVE
SILVER SPRING, MD 20910
(301)589-2662
FAX: (301)589-2665
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It you're a small station looking for peace of mind. we have your system. With Audio Wizard™
XPS for Windows. you get the quality of our world class Audio Wizard CFS for Windows at a
price you'll love. Start out with one control room. and we'll expand with you. You can't buy a
better system at any price. Now competitors can't even claim they cost less. Why buy any other
system when you can buy the best system on earth!

Pentiums on every workstation!
New, high quality computers with three year factory warranty!
Live, satellite. and automated modes!

Backtime system. fills out cach hour!

Automatically record and play network feeds!
The leading hard drive music automation system in the industry!
Unsurpassed flexibility. runs any program or music log!

On-line copy system. integrate your stations!

Exclusive time and temperature announce!
Replaces carts, reels. CD players!

Uses Windows for the ultimate in multi-user. multi-tasking. realtime operating systems!

Dolby stereo—standard!
Button bar with quick record capabilities!

Uses non-proprietary equipment!

Global and/or individual song and spot crosslades!
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Audio Wizard CFS is a True Multi-Station System
Markets of all sizes are taking advantage of the new
FCC rulings allowing multiple station ownership
within a market. This means groups of stations—2, 3.
4. 6, or more—can share all their audio and data delivery
from one system.

Audio Wizard CFS for Windows™ is designed to
smoothly handle multi-station program streams. Audio
Wizard systems in operation today are providing
Windows™-based digital automation ranging from a
single work station feeding one station to a Goliath
100 work station system feeding 14 radio stations.
And all from one Audio Wizard CFS!

Multi-station program streams can be managed from
one or multiple work stations. And it's possible to
switch among these options throughout the day to
accommodate program variations from drive time
live assist to night time walkaway. For the ultimate
in flexibility—any work station can run any station
log.

As your format changes throughout the day. from live
assist to satellite or satellite to hard drive automation.
the system changes modes instantly and scamlessly.

All this is only & dream for other automation systems.
Audio Wizard CFS is a True Multi-User System. With
the Audio Wizard CFS, any work station can access.,
record and play any station audio file instantly, access
all system data and options, and create any system
report. All of this under complete security supervision
managed to any depth you require.

Expandability

The Audio Wizard CFS for Windows was designed
for expansion in both hardware and features. A two
work station configuration can be upgraded to handle
100 or more work stations. The less expensive
configuration you choose today can grow without
penalty as your station expands. Adding a work station
1o the system usually can be done at a much lower
cost than a non-networked system while offering all
the benefits that a true multi-user environment
provides. Benefits include complete system access
from any work station and full sharing of audio files
among all work stations. It all adds up to increased
productivity for your talent.

Flexibility

The Audio Wizard offers flexibility— live-assist, full
automated walk-away operation or a programmed
combination, Switching operating modes is
instantaneous.

Plus. if you want a song to fade up earlier, you can
change the system to do it. If you don't want to play
liners for a particular hour, enter it into the log. More
than 200 different parameters from global crossfades
and pad values to accepting line optos in manual
mode. Preset parameters enable the song chart history
module to auto-fill empty spot blocks automatically.
You enjoy complete power to modify the system to
your specific needs. The choices are all yours!

Systems, nc.

Station Integration

Audio Wizard CFS will tie all your divisions together. Sales, programming. production, air talent
all will benefit from the power a single integrated system provides. Imagine the direct smooth
flow of production from entering an order, writing copy. recording the spot and
playing it to air with no duplication of effort. All of this provided by one system!

Smooth Multitasking

One of the most common compliments we hear is how smoothly our system
handles multiple tasks. The multitasking capabilities of Windows allows us to run several programs
in the background transparently and smoothly. Using Windows capabilities has allowed our
designers to concentrate on adding features, Windows is a marvelous tool.

Central File Server Advantage

Networking allows multiple computers to connect and share files and resources, Not all networks
pertorm equally. Audio Wizard CFS for Windows uses the most flexible and powerful network
configuration--the Central File Server (CFS).

All work stations enjoy instant access to all audio and data from the system because all audio and
data is centralized on the file server's hard drives. There is never operator time required or transfer
delay between computers because the audio is never bicycled from one work station drive
to another. [tis all available equally to all work stations, making an easily manageable system for
handling the hundreds. if not thousands. of files that are created.

Novell 4.11 Network Advantage

We designed Audio Wizard CFS around proven technology and a philosophy
of open compatibility, Novell 4,11, the latest and most powerful Novell product. was chosen as
our network for its efficiency. expandability. capability and stability. Novell's success has given
it nearly a 70% penetration in the computer networking field.

C'entral Audio Server Playback

The Audio Wizard CES takes networking one step further than our competitors, Our network
doesn’t merely provide a vehicle for copying files among work stations. We actually record and
play audio directly from the file server's hard drives. There is no transfer delay
and all audio is available equally to all work stations. Plus. the same audio file may be simultancously
played back in different rooms on different work stations without conflict.

With the Digital Reel-Reel System, a spot can be recording on one work station while
playing back simultancously to air, allowing time-shifting recorded events to as little as 10 seconds.

Overnight Automated Routines
Menial routine computer file maintenance is automatically handled by the
system. Through the night. the Audio Wizard:

» purges old data,

* backs up the system data to the hard drives,

« deletes outdated spots and songs,

« archive spots and songs that have reached their archive date.

¢ builds up to four days worth of control room and digital reel to reel logs.

» and gencrates music logs for each station with the Music Librarian module.,
- all while you sleep..!




Expandability

The system is designed with expandability in mind. You
can quickly add more hard drives as your storage needs
grow. up to 70 gig or more. And Audio Wizard for Windows
can support 100 or more workstations...no other system
can even come close to our ability to expand and grow
with you!

Unsurpassed Flexibility

Audio Wizard for Windows™ legendary array of features.
extremely casy to use interface and the ability to handle
any format. cven news. set the standard that no other system
can match, Our Digital Reel-Reel. VoiccTRAC System,
On-line Copy Module and the industry-leading Music
Automation System are second to none. The multi-track
Wizard Editor is the easiest to use editing software available
and has an untimited record length! When you need a true
multi-user, multi-station system with an impressive hive
sound. there is no choice except Audio Wizard for Windows.

Reliability and Redundancy

Audio Wizard for Windows leads the way in equipment
and data reliability and backup redundancy. All commercial
spot drives are mirrored as a standard feature, plus drive
mirroring is available for all system drives. The ultimate
in redundancy. the hot standby mirrored file server provides
automatic and continuous operation cven if your main fike
server or any system hard drive experiences failure! Our
innovative Local Backup module allows a control room
computer to continue running up to four days worth of logs
in the event the file server is unavailable and. for permanent
archiving of spots and songs. a high-capacity optical drive
is available.

Satisfied Customers

The measure of any system is customer satisfaction.
Customer support has always been priority one. and we
provide exceptional support by fully trained support experts
with radio industry experience. Twenty-four hour emergency
support is available 365 days a year to cover any situation
you may encounter.
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the standard by which others are judged.
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Multi-Site Transfer Module

This is a must for groups. The Multi-Site Transfer module
will send copies of system data and audio such as spots,
songs, music logs and VoiceTRACs between linked sites.
Information can be sent via T1, ISDN, FR56 or simply via

Live Show Interface

Since its refease. our Live Show Interface has met with
rive reviews. D-Js are excited about the power and
tflexibility this new mterface gives them for live shows.

Their favorite features include:

* Drag and Drop of commercials and songs

o Full touch screen integration

+ Forty-two pages of buttons for immediate access
to over 1000 Tiners. jingles. songs. ete. per shift
with up to 99 shifis!

« Auto Roll 