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Standard driver and front-passenger
airbags help keep you safe.

The optional 150-watt sound system
has eight speakers (including two coaxials),
strategically pluced for accuracy
by a team of Infinity® acoustic engineers.

N7

The rear seat not only provides Sedan-like
head and legroom, it’s thoughtfully elevated,
S0 rear seat passengers have a view
of the road ahead.

The ES model’s trunk
Sfeatures a very versatile system
of cargo netting.

open 1t up.

A sophisticated single

overhead cam, 24-

valve, sequential
mudti-point fuel-
injecred V-6
engine moves the
Avenger ES

: smoothly, quietly
and quickly.

J4-wheel anti-lock disc brakes bring
Avenger ES 10 u quick, controlled stop.

The driver’s sear has a memory that
always returns it to your favorite
) recline angle.
b\ " 1 And the seat
cushion is
adjustable even
with the manual
controls on the
huse Avenger.
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You'll find the amber analog
instrumentation extremely informative
and easy on the eyes.
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The new Avenger

is covered by our new

Customer One Care™

3-vear or 36,000-mile

bumper-ro-biumper warranty

and 3/36 Roadside Assistance.

See limited warranty &

restrictions at dealer.
Excludes normal maintenance

& wear items.

Avenger @ The New Do

Among the many benefits of Avenger's
double-wishbone
suspension are
optimally tuned ride and
handling, and a very
quiet interior, thanks
in part to a system
of bushings that
help absorb road
noise and vibration.
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Another nice surprise awaits vou
on the window. The price sticker.
See vour friendly
Dodge dealer for the details.
Or call 1-800-4-A-DODGE.

N

ALWAYS WEAR YOUR SEAT BELT.

c
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Bloodier blood, scarier scr
other benefits of USSB

USSB digital entertainment is breakthrough, state-of-

the-art transmission of television programs in the form of
digital information. The result is a sparkling, super clear
picture comparable to laserdisc quality. Plus sound that's
unsurpassed even by digital CDs. The effect is startling.

Action scenes become more exciting, love scenes more

romantic, and the landscapes will take your breath away.

It is quite simply the sharpest, most brilliant picture and
clearest sound ever broadcast.

IT COMES TO YOU FROM OUTER SPACE.
What makes it possible is the remarkable new technology
from RCA called the Digital Satellite System. Because it
uses the largest, most powerful communications satellite
ever launched, it broadcasts up to 150 channels of perfect
digital signals that can be picked up
by a tiny 18" satellite dish.

THE BIGGEST HITS ON THE
SMALLEST DiISH:™

Once you

own this re-

Favg,ite Networks” N a way you've
never experienced. YO 1l get
Showtime and HBO, with the best

films from Hollywood anddiverse,
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eams, sweatier palms and
digital entertainment.

and contemporary
films on Cinemax.
Movies from the
60’s, 70's and 80’
on FLIX, and non-
stop movies on The
Movie Channel.
You'll also get great
music videos on MTV and VH-1,
unique comedy on Comedy Central,
great children's programs on Nickelo-
deon, and classic television on Nick
at Nite. As well as quality women’s
programs on Lifetime and the 24-hour-
a-day fast-paced All News Channel.
Plus our pledge to provide you with
the very highest level of customer
service and support...24 hours a day,

365 days a year.

exclusive original programming including
comedy, movies, documentaries, family

series and sports specials. Plus classic

A SAMPLE OF THE TREMENDOUS CHOICE OF

LSOVIES YOU GET EVERY TIME YOU WATCH USSB.

=

Showtime

Sleepless in Seattle

AR L'

HBO

nflnnocena

Showuyné West

Ir the Line of Fire
b

HBO 2 West
Demalition Man

Remains of the Day

——

Cinemax West

Ruby in Paradise

The Movie Channel
Lirtle Man Tate

The Movie Channel West
Life with Mikey

MULTICHANNEL MAGIC. With USSB, you get
five distinct channels of HBO, three channels of Showtime,

two versions of The Movie Channel, three channels of

Cinemayx, as well as FLIX. Fourteen
distinct premium channel choices
every time you sit down to watch TV.
It’s a movie-lover’s paradise.

ONE MONTH FREE! To intro-
duce this dazzling new dimension of
television pleasure, we're offering
everyone who purchases an RCA
Digital Satellite System—ONE FREE
MONTH of all our great channels.
Experience the power of USSB digi-
tal entertainment on the new RCA
Digital Satellite System. Visit your
RCA dealer or satellite TV retailer

today, or call -800-BETTER TV for

more information.

ussSB

EXPERIENCE DIGITAL ENTERTAINMENT

trademar of Comus Communications and Viacom Satelite News, Inc. Comedy Central is 3 regsstered trdvmirk of Comedy Partners Lifetzme Tekevisioa s 4 trademark of Lifrtime Tebevision. A of innocence, Beverly Hillbllies, So | Marmed an Axe Murderer, The Fugitive and Demolition Man as seen an
HBO. Skeepless in Seattle, Chffhanger, In the Line of Fire courtesy of SHOWTIME. Weekend at Bernie’. Remains of the Day and Ruby in Paradse as scen on Cinemax | stk Man Tate and |ife With Mikey © Touchstone Pictires courtesy of The Movie Chranne. They Call Me Mr. Tibbs courtesy of FLIX.



How 10 GeT Your CDS 10
STAND UP AND PAY ATTENTION, - st s

24-Dise Changer (Standard

] Component Dimensions
Studio !
Fisher just stood the coneept of the CD changer on its end. L) Vinenally UssteRree/CO:Siorage
¥ . . e 3, o v <
=== Because Studio 24 is move than a 24 disc CD changer. 1t’s a C I7’I Fesses C"l"eg;"""” ””'.[ 24
24 disc CD Management System. rogrammable Categories

and Subcategories
Alpha-Numeric 16-Digit
(8+8) Scrolling Display

You see, it organizes your CDs. Plays them. Provides quick access to
them. And arranges them the way vou want. All at the touch of a button.
Choose from 7 preprogrammed categories. Or make up your own.

] l b . D . l -y .
Create up to 24 subcategories: organize your collection by title or
) & g y y
artist or even mood.
And unlike other mega-CD changers, Studio 24 can be stacked with

Vertical Auto Loading System,
Bi-Directional Radial Transport
1-Bit Dual Digital-10-Analog
Converter

your other components. < .= . - —_—
We can’t help yon manage your life. 7 FISHER s Orilens o Uiy R stal IEiitem

AUSISIVIDE, Remote Control
But we can help you manage your CDs. ... Trust your senses. !

NEW ADDITION
COMING SOON:
A LARGER CAPACITY
CD MANAGEMENT SYSTEM
FROM FISHER, THE INVENTOR
AND CATEGORY LEADER IN
MEGA-CD CHANGERS!
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Dynamite home theater: Mitsubishi’s
VS-5051 50-inch projection TV.
Panasonic’s LX-H670U combi-player,
Yamaha’s RX-V870 A/V receiver. and
Polk’s RM7000 speaker system. For
1ips on getting the most bang for your
home theater buck, see page 84.
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system * hy David Ranada

84 A Page 84
Do-It-Yourself Home Theater

How to pull together an A/V surround-
sound system without taking out a
second mortgage « by Daniel Kumin

Subwoofer Secrets
Getting the most out of your bass
box « by Tom Nousaine

Systems
Miami Blues « by Boh Ankosko
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The Sound of Movies

An inside look at modern
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Ace Ventura:

Pet Detectlve 1242908
The Pelican Brief °1251305
Top Gun 0426908
Beethoven's 2nd *1241504
Maonty Python's
The Meaning Ot Llle 0523902
Monty Python's & Now 4
Samething Completely
Difterent ‘0177204
Pink Floyd:The Wall 1293802
Beverly Hills Cop 1239003
Body Snatchers (1993} *1251800
Das Boot (Subtitled) 1232800
CLUB FAVORITES
In the Name Of The
Father “1247709
Bladerunner:
The Director’s Cut *1097906
Terminator 2:
Judgment Day *0233205
Cliffhanger “1149301
In The Line Of Fire “1190107
Demolition Man *1199306
Unforgiven (1992) *1084003
Rising Sun *1174804
Bridge On The River
Kwai Restored “1143809
The Last Action Hero  *1154806
Alien 000208
Batman: Mask Of The
Phantasm *1238906
The Getaway (1994) “1260405
Moonstruck "1252204
My Life *1246305
Reality Bites °1260900
Remains Of The Day °1232503
Searching For
Bobby Fischer *1255207
Shadowlands °1239201
The Sound Ot Music “0003905
Predator ‘0364901
Predator 2 “0104307
Much Ado About Nothing 1208701
2 HardYarget “1179605
2 Indecent Proposal *1142009
§ Aliens 0360909
< Alien3 *1042506
2 Backdratt *0559005
fn 2001: A Space Odyssey *0844308
O Patriot Games °1051309
é Basic Instinct *1033208
O The Wizard Of Oz 0001404
§ Batman (1989} ‘0642504
< Batman Returns 1029909
% Bram Stoker's Dracula ‘1102904
Die Hard *0367607
Die Hard 2: Die Harder ‘0041806

Here’s a great way to build a collection
of your favorite movies — on laserdisc!
Just write in the numbers of the 3
laserdiscs you want for $1.00 each, plus
shipping and handling. In exchange, you
simply agree to buy four more laserdiscs
in the next two years, at regular Club
prices {currently as low as $29.95, plus
shipping/handling)—and you may cancel
membership at any time after doing so.
What's more, you can get still one more
movie for the low price of $19.95 and
have less to buy later (see complete
details in coupon).

Free Magazine sent every four weeks
{up to 13 times a year) reviewing our
Director’s Selection - plus scores of
alternate choices, including many lower-
priced laserdiscs. And you may also
receive Speclal Selection mailings up to
four times a year. (That's up to 17
buying opportunities a year.)

Buy only what you want! If you want
the Director's Selection, do nothing - it
will be sent automatically. If you prefer
an alternate selection, or none at all, just
mail the response card always provided

Se

EA

e Details Belew,

Plus 1 More At Great Savings!

Star Trek:

The Motion Picture 0203505
Star Trek ii:

The Wrath Of Khan *0201301
Star Trek ili:

The Search for Spock 0201608
Star Trek IV:

The Voyage Home ‘0430603
Star Trek V:

The Final Frontler 0448605
Star Trek VI: The

Undiscovered Country *1001007
Falling Down 1134006
Fearless *1207109
Indochine (Subtitled) °1188903
On The Waterfront 0162503
History Ot The World

Part 1 ‘0055707
Mad Max - The Road

warrior *1261106
Mad Max Beyond

Thunderdome 1261205
Striking Distance 1200708
Visions Of Light 1221407
Arsenic And Old Lace 0073502
The Prince Of Tides ‘0847103
Runaway Train 1189406
Sliver 1147008
Hamlet (1990) *0970608
Hot Shots 0029108
Manhattan Murder

Mystery 1189505
We're Back *1206903

The Abyss 6881102 Star Wars ‘0056408
The Hunt For The Emplre Strikes Back  *0091009 NEW RELEASES
RealOctober 0625000 The Bodyguard 1105907 [
The Last Of The E.T.:The Extra- Crocodile Dundee ‘1294107
Mohicans (1992 LA Terrestrial *0681106 Kalifornia 1302405
Goodfellas 10969808 The Sllence Of The Lambs 0805309 Monty Python And The
:"":;S::e': '4‘12::32: Conan The Barbarlan 0220509 Holy Grail *0192005 |
ack ToThe Future Hook -0854307 The Naked Gun 33 1/3 -
Back To The Future ) i
Part It *4921304 Wizards 0734905 The Final Insult 1286707
Back To The Future Lethal Weapon 0630806 Romeo Is Bleeding 1302801
Part jil ‘0497008 Lethal Weapon 2 ‘0642702 10,000 Maniacs —
The Firm *1154400 Lethal Weapon 3 *1051507 Unplugged 1300607
Scent Of A Woman “1121300 A Perfect Worid ‘1237205 Grumpy Old Men 1251503
ABronx Tale 11221506 Beetlejulce 0633008 On Deadly Ground  *1251909
z:m'm No Retura .;;Z;g: Robotech — Volume 1 1146604 The Piano 41237809
05!
= 2oL The Exorcist 0600304 Starman 0172304
Dragon: The Bruce Lee Home Alone 2: = o R ey
Story "1150705 Lost In New York *1104900 | a'e's"': °:l" . 02;03 :
Robin Hood: - ambo: First Bloo: J 0
Blue Thund 0151704
Prince Of Thieves “976803 H'"e d""E - = 122825 I
My Cousin Vinny 1033109 qwards En
Eric Clapton: Unplugged 1038405 The Good Sop 1198803 Tommy *0151506
Chinatown *0202507 Midnight Express *0150003 Citizen Kane (Remastered/
Dave *1149400 Addams Family Values 1232701 50th Annlversary 0911107
Sleepless In Seattle *1154905 Jaws “0844605 Age Of Innocence "1207307
A Few Good Men *1106301 Carlito’s way "1229301 Highlander 0382309
by the date specified. And you'll always '~~~ -~ - T TTTTTTEo T o T AT o e asssnom oo mo T T T T T T a
have 14 days to decide; it not, you may | Columbia House Laserdisc Club !
return the selection at our expense. | Dept. §32, PO. Box 1112, Terre Haute, Indiana 47811-1112 :
U Yes, pl ] der fh ttinec in this adverti As ber, | need b |
A , please enroll me under he terms outting in this oavertisement. a member, | neex uy only
M?]?:Ye'sg\/":'?e B;e’::hsppal:(: nlj:t'ﬁicr)\; : 4 mare selections, at regular Club prices, in the next 2 years. :
T S U T ] th i iscs fo lus 3 h shippi ling {tctol $7.50) 1
your obligation, you'll be eligible for our : Send me these 3 laserdiscs for $1.00 each—plus 31.50 each shipping and handling (total $7.50). !
generous bonus plan. It enables you to { | | 1
enjoy great savings on the movies you : :
want — for as long as you decide to | BUY YOUR FIRST SE.ECTION NOW—AND HAVE LESS TO BUY LATER! i
remain a membert 1 O Also, send me my first selection for $19.95, plus $1.5C shipping/hendling, which I'm cdding to '
1 my $7.50 payment ftotal $28.65). | then need buy only 3 more (insteac! of 4 in the next 2 years. !
10'9” Rlsk-Fr(-.te Trial. we'll send : Please Check How Paying: My check is enclosed A35/A37 ||
,detalls of the Club’s operation with your | O Charge my introductory loserdiscs and furure Club purchases to: A36/A38 |
introductory p_aCka,ge' It not satisflec, | MasterCard Diners Club AMEX JVISA [ Discover |
return everything within 10 days at our 1 |
expense for a full refund and no further : AcctNo_ _Exp. Dote :
obligation. I Signoture ~ ]
For tastest service, use your credit card : Nome - :
and call us toll-free 24 hours a day:
b 5 i agep! : Address Apt. :
1-800-538-2233 % | ¢y — | o
v Entertaining : Zip _ ___ PhoneNo( :
s America... | Do any of the following apply to you? (41) |
LJ One Person : 1 own a Personal Computer {1} [0 | own o PC -with o CD-ROM (2) 1 plon to buy o PC with o CD-ROM {3) :
ataTime. | Note: This offer applies to firskime Loserdisc Club members only. Limit °2)°«§,°|' ho’:dsehd:e. Columbia \TJO‘SM( resleugfes ylxa [ h'Ho request |
ddional informotion, refect o Ji or concel o h imited 1o the confinentol U.S. {excludi 0
LASERDISC CLUB 1 Rpicote ses ko ockied 1o o orders " " 12194 !
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HOLLYWOOD STUDIOS PROBE DIGITAL VIDEO

A group of major Hollywood movie studios have formed

an “ad-hoc advisory group” to explore several competing

high-density digital video disc (DVD) formats now under

development in the hopes that the industry can agree on a
unified technical standard and avoid a Beta vs. VHS-like
format war down the'road. Areas of key interest include

the ability to fit a full-length movie on one CD-like disc,

picture quality that is “ideally superior” to laserdisc, and

compatibility with surround-sound audio and widescreen TV.

Some hardware makers have said such a system could be in

place in a year or so, but four to five years is more realistic.

The small catalog of Video CD’s now available for the

Philips CD-I system require two discs for a full-length movie.

Speaking of digital video, specs for a new-generation

HDTV-compatible digital VCR have been agreed upon by

some fifty companies, but the system isn't expected to
reach the U.S. market before early 1996—and that may
depend on what happens with HDTV. The new digital VCR
will be able to record 4'% hours on a cassette slightly

larger than an 8mm videotape.

MUSIC NOTES

The singer/songwriter Judy
Collins has been named
good will ambassador for the
United Nations children’s
organization UNICEF, a
position formerly held by
Audrey Hepburn. Distressed
over the plight of children in
bombed cities in Yugoslavia,

8 STEREO REVIEW JANUARY 1995

Collins has written Song for
Sarajevo. . .. President
Clinton has awarded the
National Medal of the Arts to
the singer Harry Belafonte,
the jazz musician Dave
Brubeck, the singer Celia
Cruz, and the folk singer Pete
Seeger. . . . Sony Classical
has signed an agreement to

BY WILLIAM LIVINGSTONE
AND BOB ANKOSKO

issue alternative classical
recordings trom the British
label Arc of Light, which
specializes in sacred music.
... Scribner has published
Ella Fitzgerald: A Biography
of the First Lady of Jazz ($23)
by Stuart Nicholson.

COLOR TV TURNS 40
RCA recently commemorated
the fortieth anniversary of
color TV with a product
display that contrasted the
original boxy 15-inch color
set to a prototype home-
entertainment system with
an in-wall 52-inch projection
TV. "When color TV was
introduced in 1954, only 5,000
sets were sold,” noted Joseph
Clayton, executive vice
president of RCA parent
company Thomson Consumer
Electronics. "This year [1994]
color TV sales will exceed 24
million.”

A/V DIGEST

Goldstar has become the
second company, following
Panasonic, to offer a 3DO
Interactive Multiplayer here
in the U.S. The $400 GPA 101M
has a double-speed CD-ROM
drive, which plays not only
the hundred-plus 3DO titles
(mostly games) but also
standard CD's, Photo CD’s,
and, when an optional video
card is installed, Video CD's.
... Cambridge SoundWorks,
the New England-based
speaker manufacturer and
direct marketer, has in recent
months opened a dozen retail
showrooms, including an
80,000-square-foot Factory
SuperStore in Newton,
Massachussetts, which also
houses its manufacturing
and warehousing facilities,
and five stores in the San
Francisco Bay aiea.

SALES RECORDS
According to the Recording
Industry Association of
America, Billy Joel now has
eleven multi-Platinum
albums, which puts him ina
tie with the Beatles for the
most multi-Platinum albums
ever. Joel's eleven have sold

more than 51 million units in
the United States, and he is
the only artist to have four
albums sell more than 7
million copies each. ... The
rock group Kiss has received
certification of their twentieth
Gold album, "Kiss Alive III"
(Mercury), which places them
third in the rank of groups
with the most Gold albums.
The Rolling Stones have 34,
and the Beatles have 26.

DOROTHY’S DREAM

Folks who live in Kansas and
other tornado-belt states may
be pleased to learn that the
Final Alert tornado detection
system is now available from
KBA Inc. USA. Mounted on
the southwest side of a
house, the $139 palm-size
device senses the “sound
signature” of an approaching
tornado and triggers an
alarm. According to inventor
Dr. Henry E. Bass, the alarm
sounds when the twister is
within a half-mile, providing
about 90 seconds’ warning.
That should be enough time
to get everybody, including
Dorothy and Toto, into the
cellar. (For more information,
write to KBA Inc. USA, 256
Commerce Dr., Suite 471,
Peachtree City, GA 30269; or
telephone 404-487-5887.)

MUSIC ON PBS
Noteworthy musical
programs on PBS in January:
“From Vienna: the New
Year's Celebration 1995"
(January 1); Austin City
Limits (January 14), featuring
Vince Gill and Junior Brown;
Live from Lincoln Center
(January 25), with the New
York Philharmonic conducted
by its music director, Kurt
Masur, performing
Schumann’s Symphony

No. 3 and Dvorak’s Cello
Concerto with Yo-Yo Ma as
soloist; and “Music of Kurt
Weill: September Songs”
(also January 25) with Teresa
Stratas, Elvis Costello, Lou
Reed, Betty Carter, Nick
Cave, David Johansen, the
Persuasions, PJ. Harvey, and
William S. Burroughs.
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MITSUBISHI DIAMOND VISION:

ﬁ o
ina40"model.

INTRODUCING THE WORLD’S FIRST 40-INCH PICTURE TUBE.

In 1980, Diamond Vision® made  kind video tour de force, available
its stunning debut at America’s  only from your Mitsubishi dealer.
hallparks. Today, Diamond Vision No other company offers
is the industry standard in bright, ~ consumers a bright, sharp picture
well-defined large-scale video. tube this big.

Now large-scale Diamond For the location of an
Vision technology hasfoundits  Authorized Mitsubishi dealer in
way into your home. Mitsubishi’s  your area, call :

new 40-inch TV is a one-of-a- 1-800-937-0000, ext 320.

2= MITSUBISHI

THE BIG SCREEN COMPANY" Model CS-4C503
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Catalog

That Will Change
The Way You Buy Hifi

Inside the new ROL
catalog you'll discover:

M The secret fo picking
the right speakers.

B Why your home is the only place
to test audio equipment.

B How to get more audio
for your money.

B How to buy home theater systems.

B Why the reviewers say RDL offers
superior audio equipment at
unbelievably low prices.

_, Buying from RDL is
& casy and risk free
with RDL’s 100%
“no strings attached”
Y, money back guarantee.

RDL Acoustics designs,

manufactures and sells FREE [
loudspeakers direct to the A Pg.
consumer. We offer m:’DIO
complete systems that s alog

ore custom matched to our
speakers for maximum performance.

Order your free catalog: call ext.150at

»800-227-0390
_ee

26 Pearl Street
AcousTics  Bellinghom, MA 02019
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Carver Lightstar Amplifier

lam disturbed by the gushing review of
the Carver Research Lightstar power am-
plifier in your November 1994 issue and
feel a more balanced view is in order.

First, this design is not revolutionary.
Amplifiers with variable power-supply volt-
ages have existed for years. most notably
Soundcraftsmen’s Class I amps. The Carv-
er amplifier differs in that it uses a switch-
ing power supply, but these are not new and
are found in virtually all high-power car
stereo amplifiers. The new Soundstream
DA-2 is a similar design for home use.

Second. the statement that the Lightstar
‘is a virtually ideal voliage source . . " is
extremely misleading. The Lightsiar is no
more ideal than any other amplifier until the
load levels are high. as a plot of its damp-
ing factor versus frequency will show.

Third. Michael Riggs’'s statement (in
“The Lightstar Advantage™) that the ampli-
her “actually recycles [speaker return cur-
rent| into the power supply” is also mis-
leading. That is true of any voltage amplifi-
er. Carver’s white paper claims only that
the Lightstar allows “reactive currents to
circulate freely .” meaning that the out-
put stage does not exhibit limiting charac-
teristics. Any design is a result of compre-
mise, and you should point out these com-
promises, however small they may appear,
especially for a product that costs $3,500).

The Lightstar does have several virues.
lts variable power supply is extiremely pow-
erful, which results in a robust output stage
with fewer transistors and higher efficiency
than in a conventional design. The overall
quality of the amplifier appears to be excel-
lent. Carver is to be congratulated on bring-
ing this competent design to market.

JEFFREY ROSE
Principal Engineer, Coulter Corporation
Hialeah, FL

Although neither switching power supplies
nor multiple-voliuge power supplies aie
new, a power supply that continuously
tracks the signal voliage is new, at least ro
the best of our knowledge—we've never
seen nor heard of one before. As for the
Lighistar being an ideal voltage soirce ox-
Iv ar high load levels, it depends on what
yoit mean by a high load level. In our tesrs,
the Lighistar delivered u straighi-line in-
creuase in ouwiput, doubling the power with
each halving of the load impedance, all the
way down to 2 ohms. So at leust to that
point—and perhaps below, since we stopped
testing at 2 ohms—it hehaved as an esseii-
tially perfect voliage sowrce. Such perfor-
mance is both remarkable and unprecederu-
ed in our experience. We agree that we niight
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have done a beirer job of explaining the
amplifier's handling of return currents.

Beau Hunks Fill the Gaps

Punly on Steve Simels’s recommendation
(“Buckwheat Sings!”™ in November), |
bought “The Beau Hunks Play the Original
Little Rascals Music."” new recordings of
the Roy Shields tunes from the famous
comedy shorts. The CD is absolutely terrif-
ic and transcends nostalgia. But it also has a
singular practical merit for those of us who
enjoy making cassette recordings and hate
having to leave the last minute or so of a
tape blank because of the scarcity of appro-
priately brief pieces of music to plug up the
hole. The Beau Hunks CD contains fifty
tracks, all but five of which are shorter than
2 minutes long—sometimes a lot shorter
(Slouching clocks in at 34 seconds. Your
Piktur at 28 seconds. and Laugh at 4 sec-
onds). And this music’s puckishness is a
bracing aural palate-clearer after 45 min-
utes or so of Shostakovich, Elvis Costello,
or the Benedictine Monks. DAVID ENGLISH

Somerville. MA

Nanci Griffith

s a faithful reader of STEREO REVIEW
I was surprised by the lambasting
Alanna Nash gave to Nanci Griffith’s new
album, “Flyer,” in November. Having lis-
tened 10 it several times. | would rate i,
along with Lyle Lovett’s I Love Every-
body.” among the year's best releases. |
was thinking that perhaps the review was a
misprint until | read Ms. Nash’s glowing
praise (in her review of “Red Hot + Coun-
try”’) of Brooks and Dunn’s treacly. insipid
remake of Johnny Cash’s classic Folsom
Prison Blues. | hope this doesn’t mean you
guys are following the path of mediocrity
taken by much of “new’ country music.
CHARLES BESKO
Vancouver, British Columbia

Cataloging by Computer

I appreciated Chris Albertson’s “Peripher-
als™ column (November) on cataloging
recordings by computer. I'm a slave to my
databases. cataloging everything from the
cigars in my humidors (too many) to the
miles | run everyday (not enough). Anal-re-
tentive person that | am, 1 was especially
mterested in Tom Hyde's “A Box of Rain”
template for FileMaker Pro.

Unfortunately, the only contact for Mr.
Hyde was on AOL. Long-distance connect
time. cross-border surcharges. and a mori-
bund Canadian dollar put online services
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Once you see the Klipsch epic series, once you exgenence the dynamic impact of these four magnificent hom-loaded
speakers, nothing else will satisfy you. Not since Paul Klipsch invented the Klipschorn has a loudspeaker inspired such
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beyond my budget. Could you possibly
print Mr. Hyde's address tor those of us not
surfing the net? MATTHEW MACKAY

Summerside. Prince Edward Island

You can write to Tom Hyde ar 1813 71h Ave.
SE. Olympia. WA 98501

In November “Peripherals.” Chris Albert-
son discussed several programs for cata-
loging music recordings by computer. in-
cluding my own DiscTrak System. I am
honored that he mentioned my software,
but the information given for obtaining it
is out of date. The correct address is Blam
Entertainment Group. 2606 Soapstone Dr..
Reston. VA 22091; my BBS telephone num-
ber is 703-716-0915. I am not associated
with the LaserDisc Gazetre—1 just run a
classified ad in it BLAINE R. YOUNG

Reston, VA

More lain Matthews

hanks for Alanna Nash’s excellent re-

view of lain Matthews’s latest CD. “The
Dark Side.” in October “Best Recordings
of the Month.” One correction: “Skeleton
Keys™ (1993) was not his first solo release
in more than a decade. In 1988 he released
“Walking a Changing Line.” a wonderful
compilation of Jules Shear songs on Wind-
ham Hill. and in 1990 another fine effort,

“Pure and Crooked.” came out on the Gold
Castle label. STEVE RAPPAPORT
Washington, DC

Home Theater Construction

I enjoyed Daniel Kumin's “Home The-
ater: Going for Separates” in November.
Within the next year [ hope to build a new
home. Where can I find information about
incorporating a home theater into the con-
struction? [ am interesied mainly in sugges-
tions about the ideal location in relation to
other rooms. the best ceiling. floor, and wall
materials, the size. the best acoustical plan,
and so on. DAN WOODARD

Jackson, TN

A good source of information on such sub-
Jects is F. Alton Everest’s Master Handbook
of Acoustics.

Parasound Power Amp

Juliun Hirsch's enthusiastic review of our
Parasound HCA-1206 power amplifier
in November overlooked some of its extra-
ordinary abilities. For example, although
the Home THX standard for six-channel
amplifiers permits compliance-verification
testing for its stringent power-output vs.
load vs. distortion requirements with only
three of the amp’s channels driven. we de-

signed the HCA-1206 1o far exceed its rated
power with all six channels driven at once.

Prolonged high-level listening to the
HCA-1206 is unlikely to create excessive
temperatures. Its temperature-controlled
bias circuits and massive extruded heat
sinks insure continuous operation under vir-
tually any condition you could imagine (as
long as the amplifier is not deprived of ven-
tilation). Owing to the high bias current ap-
plied to its twenty-four output transistors.
the HCA-1206 actually tends to run about
as warm at idle as at typically high listening
levels, with the proven benefit of reducing
higher-order harmonic distortion.

We did not make Channels 1 and 2
bridgeable only so that we could provide
the convenience of swiitched internal loop-
ing. Bridged or not, Channels 3 and 4 and
Channels 5 and 6 are equally suitable for
reproducing the left and right front chan-
nels of a fine home theater or audiophile
music sysiem. RICHARD SCHRAM

President. Parasound Products
San Francisco, CA

We welcome your letters. Please address
correspondence to Editor, Stereo Review,
1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019,
You should include your address and
telephone number for verification. Letters
may be edited for clarity and length.

SHOCKINGLY DEEP BASS. Add our SUB-712 powered subwoofer to your
system and you'll be struck by the impact of its low end. Call 1-800-878-TIME.
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310.404.2222 ¢

INDUSTRIAL DESIGN OF THE REMOTE CONTROL:
REiNHOLD WEIss DESIGN, CHICAGO

A Picture Worth 1,000 Words

SD-1000 SURROUND DECODER

AA-1660 SIX-CHANNEL AMPLIFIER

BUT WE THINK YOU'LL FIND THIS FIRST FEW DOZEN FROM VIDEO
MAGAZINE'S TECHNICAL EDITOR LANCE BRAITHWAITE COMPELLING ENOUGH
TO MAKE PROTON’S NEW LINE OF HIGH-END MONITOR/RECEIVERS WORTH

A CLOSER LOOK: ®

“PROTON HAS A REPUTATION AS THE FERRARI OF DIRECT-VIEW TV
SETS... THE COMPANY’'S TVS HAVE EARNED CONSISTENTLY HIGH MARKS FROM

REVIEWERS AND VIDEOPHILES.”

THE OTHER 1371 WORDS ARE EQUALLY COMPLIMENTARY. BUT THAT'S
NO SURPRISE GIVEN PROTON’S COMMITMENT TO SUPERB ENGINEERING AND
REMARKABLE PICTURE QUALITY. FROM THE MAGNIFICENT LARGE-SCREEN
35-INCH NT-3740 TO THE NEW
20-INCH VT-218 MONITOR/
RECEIVER, PROTON PACKS VALUABLE
FEATURES AND PERFORMANCE INTO
EVERY MONITOR/RECEIVER IT
PRODUCES.

BuT PROTON MAKES MORE
THAN PICTURES PERFECT. ADD
PROTON’S SD-1000 SURROUND
DECODER AND POWERFUL NEW
AA-1660 SIX-CHANNEL AMPLIFIER
FOR A HOME THEATER SYSTEM THAT'S
REALLY WORTH STAYING HOME FOR.

THERE'S A LOT MORE TO BE
SAID ABOUT PROTON, BUT DON'T
TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT. CALL
TODAY FOR PROTON’S NEW CATALOG,
A REPRINT OF VIDEO'S VIDEOTEST
AND THE LOCATION OF THE DEALER

NEAREST YOU.
P R o T o °f

3855 STRUIKMAN ROAD, CERRITOS, CA 90703-1031
CIRCLE NO. 49 ON READER SERVICE CARD



We do not invent sound.

We invent the
machine that

delivers it.

We can not improve
sound. Which is why
we choose
to simply
recreate i

The way life sounds.

The new AR 303, 302, 338, 228, 208v & 218v loudspeakers. 1-800-969-AR4U.
CIRCLE NO. 8 ON READER SERVICE CARD
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NEW Ph

v ACURUS BY MONDIAL
The Dolby Pro Logic decoder in

the ACT | surround processor

from Acurus features a theater
mode with “advanced steering”
that is said to improve separation
by 10 dB compared with “most
other processors.” It has three
audio inputs, three video inputs,

¥V N.E.A.R.

The N.E.A.R. (New England Audio
Resource) home theater speaker
lineup includes the two-way,
4-toot-fall Mast, with piano-black
top and base ($1,199 a pair); the
two-way, magnetically shielded
JIB center speaker, in black
woodgrain ($499); and the Boom-

a tape loop, stereo mode for
music, a subwoofer output, a
menu-driven on-screen display,

and a remote control. Price: $899.

Acurus by Mondial Designs,
Dept. SR, 20 Livingstone Ave.,
Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522.

 Circle 120 on reader service card

4 subwoofer, with four 8-inch
drivers in a 26 x 38 x 23-inch
cabinet finished in cherry (shown,
$2,799) or black ($1,599). The
subwoofer is rated down to 17 Hz.
N.E.A.R., Dept. SR, 12 Foss Rd.,
Lewiston, ME 04240.

« Circle 122 on reader service card

A BOSTON ACOUSTICS
Boston Acoustics’ VRS surround
speaker, part of the Lynnfield VR
home theater line, is a dipole
system with a 4%2-inch woofer
and two tweeters that fire in
opposite directions to creale a
diffuse soundfield. Available

in black or white, the 42 x 10%s x

A CARVER

Designed for home theater

and multiroom applications,
Carver’s THX-certified AV-806x
power amplifier is rated to deliver
133 watts into 8 ohms in each of
six channels. Any two channels
can be bridged to deliver 360
walls. Features include a dual-
transformer power supply, heavy-
duty binding posts, and circuitry
that protects the amp against

6-inch speaker can be mounted
on a wall or ceiling using
supplied hardware. Bandwidth

is given as 125 Hz to 20 kHz.
Price: $350 a pair. Boston
Acoustics, Dept. SR, 70 Broadway,
Lynnfield, MA 01940.

o Circle 121 on 1eader service card

short circuits, DC offset, and
overheating. Distortion is given
as no more than 0.03 percent at
rated power, signal-to-noise ratio
as 115 dB (A-weighted at rated
power), and dynamic headroom
as 1.2 dB. The rack handles are
removable. Price: $1,750.
Carver, Dept. SR, P.0. Box 1237,
Lynnwood, WA 98046.

 Circle 123 on reader service card
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v NAD

NAD’s Model 513 CD changer
sporis a three-disc carousel

in a pull-out drawer that enables
two discs to be changed while
the third is playing. Features
include all-disc random play,

thirty-two-track programming, a
tape-edit mode that sequences

the tracks on a disc to fit

as many as possible on a tape
side, and a remote control
with a numeric keypad.

Price: $399. NAD, Dept. SR,
633 Granite Ct., Pickering,
Ontario, Canada L1W 3K1.

e Circle 124 on reader service card

< ADVENT

Each of the two piveting,
molded-plastic enclosures in
Advent's 11'2-inch-tall HT204
surround speaker houses a
2Va-inch driver. Power handling
is rated as 100 watts. Price:

$149 a pair. Advent, Dept. SR,

25 Tri-State Int’l Office Center,
Suite 400, Lincolnshire, IL 60069.

e Circle 126 on reader service card

VODE m=ee

B Sherwot - xc81250

A SHERWOOD

Sherwood’s XC-6725D car

CD receiver features a detachable
faceplate with infrared contact
points, which are said to be more
reliable than metal contacts. It
offers sixteen-track programming,
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S
A CERWIN-VEGA
Cerwin-Vega’s Sensurround
System 6 home theater lineup
comprises four 9%-inch-tall
HT-S5 two-way speakers ($330

a pair), the magnetically shielded
HT-SMC center speaker ($165),
and the HT-10D subwoofer

($330), featuring a 10-inch
dual-voice-coil driver and a low-
frequency limit of 38 Hz.

All are finished in black vinyl.
Cerwin-Vega, Dept. SR, 555 E.
Easy St., Simi Valley, CA 93065.

e Circle 125 on reader service card

iwenty-four AM/FM presets, and
an amp that delivers 14 watts per
channel. Price: $385. Sherwood,
Dept. SR, 14830 Alondra Bivd.,
La Mirada, CA 90638.

e Circle 127 on reader service card

A SONY

Sony’s DTC-2000ES four-head
DAT recorder incorporates the
company's Super Bit Mapping
encoding system, which is said to
produce recordings with “lower
noise and distortion.” The deck
features four motors, a subcode-
management system for creating
tape ID’s, a remote control with
a keypad for track selection, and
six inputs, including one coaxial
and two optical. Price: $2,500.
Sony, Dept. SR, 1 Sony Dr., Park
Ridge, NJ 07656.



We challenged
our engineers
to come up with

the best sounding,

easiest to use
home theater
system ever.

They came back
with next to
nothing,

——

© 1994 Base Corporation [N95303

[“It offers style, versatility, and big sound in a small package.” - Home Theater Technology]

Actually, they came back with every-
thing we asked for —all in a system so
small, it virtually disappears from
view. The Bose” Lifestyle” 12 home
theater system.

This 1s the system that simplifies
the whole concept of home theater
audio. With a sleek music center
smaller than this open magazine.
{Yet built inside are an AM/FM

tuner and a CD player.) Five tiny,
acoustically matched speakers. An
Acoustimass” bass module that hides
out of sight nearly anywhere in the
room (not shown). And a remote
control that works from anywhere in
your home, right through the walls.
With such gripping sound, it
could only come from Bose.

= So, whether you're playing

E—

movies or music, you’ve got the best
seat in the house.

The Bose Lifestyle” 12 system. All
you've hoped for in a home theater
system. And a whole lot less. For
more information and names of
retailers near you, call:

1-800-444-BOSE Ext.480

Mon-Fri. 99, Sat. 9-SET

./ /T =

Better sound through research




NEW

v BAG END

The ELF-M extended-low-
frequency “integrator” from Bag
End, shown with the company’s
D10E-S subwoofer ($568), is a
low-cost version of the ELF-1 used
in pro systems. The ELF-M, said
to extend the response of any

v ACOUSTIC RESEARCH
Part of the newly redesigned
Acoustic Research line, the AR
338 hookshelf speaker combines
an 8-inch woofer, a midrange
driver, and a tweeter in a 19-inch-
tall cabinet finished in black

subwoofer down to 18 Hz, also
serves as a 130-Hz crossover.
Price: $816 (with power supply).
Bag End Loudspeaker Systems,
Dept. SR, P.0. Box 488,
Barrington, iL 60011.

 Circle 128 on reader service card

(shown) or cherry woodgrain

vinyl. Low-frequency limit is 55
Hz. Price: $650 a pair. Acoustic
Research, Dept. SR, 535 Getty

Court, Bld. A, Benecia, CA 94510.

 Circle 130 on reader service card
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A SOUNDSTREAM
Soundstream’s Monoblock Series
of THX-certified amplifiers is
based around the single-channel
M1 module (top, $399), rated to
deliver 120 watts into 8 ohms

or 200 watts into 4 ohms with less
than 0.1 percent distortion. The

LS
I

lnp oy ”-'n,

v ARCAM

Arcam’s British-made Alpha

One CD player uses a Burr Brown
16-bit digital-to-analog
conversion system with fourth-
order noise shaping, which is said
to produce low noise and excellent
linearity. Features include

M2 (middle, $799) teams two
M1’s behind a 17-inch-wide
faceplate, and the M3 (bottom,
$1,199) comhines three modules.
Soundstream, Dept. SR, 120 Blue
Ravine Rd., Folsom, CA 95630.

 Circle 129 on reader service card

4 MFORM

The Rooster CD storage system
from MFORM is made up of
interlocking modules (three are
stacked in photo), each of which
holds twenty-four single CD’s

or twelve doubles. The aluminum
modules can be wall-mounted
and have a “current play” slot on
top. Price: $38 per module.
MFORM, Dept. SR, P.0. Box
31334, Seattle, WA 98103-1334.

 Circle 131 on reader service card

twenty-one-track programming,

a coaxial digital output, and a
remote control. Price: $599.
Arcam, distributed by Audio Influx
Corp., Dept. SR, P.0. Box 381,
Highland Lakes, NJ 07422-0381.

» Circle 132 on reader service card
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Before attempting the
operation of the Lifestyle®12
home theater system,
the following instructions
should be carefully reviewed
and memorized.

Push

(13 . .
[. .operation is very imntuitive... It offers style, versatility, and big sound in a small package.” — Home Theater Te»hnology]

One button. Thats all it takes toexpe-  speakers, each small enough to hold in For more information and names

rience the dramatic sound of the Bose”  the palm of your hand. And aneasily  of retailers near you, just push these

Lifestyle” 12 home theater system. hidden Acoustimass” bass module. buttons: 1-800-444-BOSE Ext.481
This is the surround sound system ~ (Not shown, because you won'e see it PSS, S 56T

that simplifies home theater: Instead of  in your home, either.) However. there is

a tower of components, you get a one last instruction you should

music center with CD player/umer follow. Hold onto your seat —

buile in. Five acoustically matched T afeerall, the sound is from Bose. _BHSE

Better sound through research




A MIRAGE

Mirage’s 10%2-inch-tall MBS
bipolar speaker uses front- and
rear-firing driver pairs (4%2-inch
woofer, 2-inch tweeter) to
achieve “a spacious yet focused
soundfield” in a home theater or
music system. The magnetically
shielded speaker is finished

in high-gloss black (shown) or
satin white. The low-frequency
limit is given as 120 Hz. Price:
$350 a pair. Mirage,

Dept. SR, 3641 McNicoll Ave.,
Scarborough, Ontario M1X 1G5.

 Circle 134 on reader service card

DIMENSION STORAGE >
Dimension Storage Systems’
Woodhenge custom entertainment
center is available in many
configurations. Styles include
contemporary (shown),
traditional, and transitional
finished in mahogany, maple
{shown), or oak. Options include
a TV swivel stand, a VCR shelf,
and media storage drawers.

Price start at $1,999. Dimension
Storage Systems, Dept. SR,

1485 Bayshore Blvd., Suite 169,
San Francisco, CA 94124,

« Circle 133 on reader service card

(OmPACT DYC

A SKIPFIX

Cleartix’s SkipFix CD repair kit
contains two foam applicators,
four cloths, and enough cleaning
solution and patented Skip &
Scratch Remover to treat forty
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SEAL REPAMRS $K1PS

CD's. Price: $19.99 (plus $3.50
shipping) from Clearfix, Dept. SR,
P.0. Box 806, Salt Lake City,

UT 84110; 1-800-822-3472.

 Circle 135 on reader service card

<4 NILES

For multiroom systems: The
Niles SI-1200 power amplifier
boasts twelve channels, each
rated to deliver 25 watts
continuous into 8 ochms. Each

of its six adjacent-channel pairs
can be bridged to deliver 50
walts. A BusMatrix selector
makes it possible to assign each
channel to a common left, right,
or mono signal bus or to its own
dedicated signal input. Price:
$800. Niles, Dept. SR, 12331 SW
130th St., Miami, FL 33186.

« Circle 136 on reader service card

v CELESTION

The Prostyle KR1 speaker

from Celestion combines a
5V4-inch woofer and a coaxially
mounted 1-inch polymer-dome
tweeter in a vented enclosure
that measures only 6% x 8'2x 7
inches. The textured gray
molded-plastic cabinet, which

has a metal-mesh grille, is
said to be extremely durable;
it is compatible with OmniMount
Series 25 wall-mounting
brackets and hardware.
Bandwidth is given as 90 Hz to
20 kHz, sensitivity as 90 dB,
and power-handling capability
as 75 watts. Price: $279 a pair.
Celestion Industries,

Dept. SR, 89 Doug Brown Way,
Holliston, MA 01746.

e Circle 137 on reader service card



Acurus

Accuracy from the U.S.

()

Acurus Family of Ampliflers: The Stereo A250 and A150, The Three Channel 200X3 and 100X3 Featuring Precision Crafted Military-type Construction.

“If you want to be treated like one of the masses, go into a mass market store and buy mass produced product.”

ACURUS vs THEM
ACURUS THEM

95% of dealerships are independently owned. A chain store.
Owner personally manages the store. Who knows who's really in charge?
Audio consultants with years of experience. Kids trying to make a buck.

Several serious listening rooms. A room crammed with look alike product

Will remove the top cover to show build quality. Probably won't even have a screwdriver.

Will come to your home and install the system. You'll be lucky if they load it into your car.

Each Acurus audio component is individually hand-crafted in America.
Acurus stands apart in sound, feel, fit and finish. If you want to be treated as an individual
please phone 914-693-8008 for an Acurus dealer near you.

MONDIAL DESIGNS LIMITED
20 Livingstone Ave., Dobbs Ferry, NY 10522 - 914-693-8008 - Fax 914-693-7199
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BP10 - 5550 ea. BP20 - S799 ea. BPS - 5399 ea.
The breathtaking pe-formance of Definitive’s award-wirming biporar speakers makes your music and movies come alive!




Definitive’s
Amazing BP20s
Win Top Critic’s

Choice Award!

- Sound & Vision Magazine

Experience the miracle of bipolar technology

when you hear the absolute sonic superiority
of Definitive’s revolutionary BFS, 10 & 20

“Truly Outstanding”

— Stereo Review

Sound & Vision’s Critic’s Choice
Award is one of the industry’s top
honors. It’s no wonder experts agree
that Definitive’s revolutionary bipo-
lar BP8, BP10 and BP20 are three of
the world's finest speakers and are
sonically superior to any convention-
al speaker, regardless of cost.

These American-made, advanced
technology bipolar (front and rear
radiating) systems combine lush spa-
cious soundstaging, lifelike depth-of-
field, razor-sharp resolution and pin-
point 3-D imaging with powerful sub-
woofer-like bass (to below 20 Hz),
high efficiency, wide dynamic range
and easy-to-position convenience.
The dramatic result is superb music
and movie reproduction so real that
it has been called, “a sonic miracle!”

Experts agree that Definitive's complete bipolar home the-
ater systems, built around our bipolar towers, are “brilliant.
astounding. .. clearly the best sounding systems available.”
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The Ultimate Home Theater

Combine BP8s, 10s or 20s with our
matching C/L/R 1000, C1 or C1 jr
center channel, BP1 or BP2 bipolar
surrounds and optional PowerField
subwoofer for the ultimate in sound
for music and home theater.

Award after Award Confirms

Definitive’s Sonic Superiority

* Stereo Review “Showstoppers” and
“Expert Dream System”

¢ Video Magazine Product-of-the-Year

* Audio Video Speaker-of-the-Year

» CES Design & Engineering Awards

* Sound & Vision Critic’s Choice

¢ Inner Ear Report Editor's Choice

You owe it to yourself to hear these

remarkable speakers today.

Definitive Technology”

| 1 10S Valley Heights Drive « Baltimore, MD 21117
See owr dealer list on page 24 (410) 363-7148



BY 1AN G.

Mismatched Sensitivities

I am interested in adding surround
sound to my stereo sysiem. My main
speakers are very large and have a high
sensitivity rating. | know that ideally the
center speaker should he the same as the
other front speakers, hut in my case adding
another lurge speaker would he impractical.
How do [ go about choosing a center speak-
er, since the sensitivity of the main uniis is
so high? My sysiem includes a graphic
equalizer; would | he able to use thar to
maich the mains to the cenier?
ANDREW J. ONDREJKA
Reno. NV

Sensitivity is more or less irrelevant in

this case. As long as you can get suffi-
'¥ cient output from the center-channel
speaker—a matter mostly of amplifier pow-
er—you should have no problem maiching
its level to that of the main speakers. If nec-
essary. just turn down the mains. What does
matter is that the three front speakers maich
in tonal quality, and that can be ditficult to
achieve. The first thing to do is to check
with the manufacturer of your main speak-
ers 1o see it a center speaker with similar
tonal qualities is available. These days most
major companies sell center speakers de-
signed 1o complement the conventional
speakers they sell.

If you must go with a different brand of
center speaker, equalization can be used 1o
adjust its tonal character so that it more
closely resembles that of the main speakers,
and some surround processors even have
built-in center-channel equalizers. But there
has 1o be a reasonable match to begin with;
an equalizer can do only so much.

As for using your equalizer to match the
main speakers 1o the center speaker, that
would certainly be possible. But the fact
that you now equalize your main speakers
suggests that you prefer the altered response
to their “straight”™ response, which means
you’d have 1o sacrifice that preference in or-
der to match the center.

Ungrounded Concerns

The elecirical outlets in my forty-year-
old house are not grounded. What, if
any, concerns should I have? Would the
installation of a surge protector remove
such concerns? MICHAEL WATCIERN
Lakewood, CA

Trust me. a house built forty years ago
does have grounded outlets unless the
electrician who wired it was a criminal.
But it probably doesn’t have the modern
sort of three-prong plug that is obviously
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grounded; instead, one side of the electrical
circuil 1s grounded, and the boxes holding
every plug and switch are independently
wired 10 ground as well. To ground a piece
of equipment, it’s usually only necessary to
run a wire from somewhere on its chassis 10
the small bolt that holds the outlet cover in
place. Even better, but often impractical, is
to run a wire from your gear to a cold-water
pipe (but never a gas pipe). Surge protectors
can be useful, but they have nothing 1o do
with grounding.

Receiver Shutdown

My receiver puis our 60 watts a channel
in stereo mode. Sometimes when the vol-
wme is turned way up. the sound will cut
out for a few seconds. When it comes hack
on, the right channel reappears first, then
the left channel joins in. Turning the volume
down cures the problem. Is the receiver

overheating? STEVEN J. STRIEFFLER
Willingboro, NJ
Probably not . . . yet. But the protection

circuits are operating, and they're trying

1o tell you to turn down the level or buy
a more powerful amplifier. Your speakers
may be at risk of damage if this happens
more than occasionally.

Video CD or CDV?

When | was stationed in Japan several
vears ago | bought a few CDV discs that
each contained one music video and four

to six audio selections. They could be
played huck on a laserdisc machine. For the
past few months, I've been reading about
something culled “Video CD." Is it the
same thing? Sam HousTon
Victorville, CA

No. The CDV (CD Video) format. intro-
duced in the mid-Eighties primarily as a
vehicle for music videos, was simply a
miniature laserdisc capable of storing digital
audio and a limited amount of analog video
(promoters of the format pushed to have the
CDV designation apply to «!l optical audio/
video media, including laserdiscs, but it
never caught on). No one was interested in
the format, and it quickly disappeared.
Video CD, a new format that’s generating
considerable fanfare in Japan (primarily for
karaoke) and a smidgen of interest here (as
a movie format), is something quite difter-
ent. Digital compression techniques are
used 10 cram 74 minutes of roughly VHS-
quality video onto a CD along with a digital
audio soundtrack. So far in this country, an-
ly a few dozen Video CD movies have been
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Definitive

PowerField 1500
Wins the

Subwoofer of
the Year Award

Our extraordinary new PowerField " 1500 features
a 250watt RMS amp, fully adjustable electronic
crossover and massive 15inch driver for only $995

“Showstoppers” - Stereo Review

Definitive's PowerField 1500 has
triumphed, winning Subwoofer of
the Year in the Audio Video Grand
Prix. We set out to build the world’s
finest sounding subwoofers, and we
have done it. Experts agree that we
have achieved the perfect synergy
of powerful, earth-shaking bass for
home theater and a refined and
expressive musicality.

All three Definitive powered sub-
woofers feature our PowerField
Technology, monocoque cabinets,
high-power high-current amplifiers,
fully adjustable electronic cross-
overs and massive 15" or 18" drivers.
The result is the absolute ultimate in
subwoofer performance, awesome
bass which thunders down below
15 Hz, yet retains complete musical
accuracy for your total enjoyment.

Our Audio Video Grand Prix and CES Design & Engineering
Award winners deliver ultimate buss performance to you.
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Perfect Bass for Your System
To ensure optimum performance
in your home, the PowerFields have
high and low level inputs and outputs,
adjustable high pass, low pass and
volume controls (plus phase controls
for the PF 1500 and 1800) to guarantee
perfect blending with any system and
superior bass response in any room.

Super Subwoofers from $699
Three extraordinary Definitive
powered subwoofers are now avail-
able: the PowerField 15 (185-watts
RMS, 15-inch at $699), PowerField
1500 (250-watts RMS, 15-inch at $995)
and PowerField 1800 (500-watts RMS,
18-inch at $1599). Hear them today!

Definitive Technology’

11105 Vatley Heights Drive » Baltimore, MD 21117
See our dealer list on facing page (410) 363-7148



made available, primarily through Philips
Media tor playback on CD-1 (CD-Interac-
tive) machines. Meanwhile, a number of
companies are working on i next-generation
Video CD system that would be able o hold
a feature-length movie on one disc instead
of two, as is required by the current system.

Disappearing Stereo

1 have just subscribed 1o a cable movie
channel that broadcasts in stereo. 1 have
the cable hox going through my stereo

VCR and then 10 my stereo TV. On some of

the movies the separation is very good. but
the instant I ern on my VCR, the audio goes
to mono. What can 1 do 1o record these pro-
grams in stereo? JERRY BLANKENSHIP

Bastrop, LA

[ assume the connection between your

VCR and TV is a 75-ohm cable feeding

the TV’s antenna inputs. When your
VCR is switched off, the output of the cable
box is fed directly to the TV tuner, and the
set’s stereo circuits decode the audio. When
you turn on the VCR, its tuner takes over
and remodulates the signal before sending it
to your TV. The RF modulators in VCR’s,
even stereo models, are mono. so anything
the VCR itself sends out via the cable to the
antenna input will be mono.

If your TV has direct video and stereo
audio inputs and you have a stereo VCR
with corresponding outputs, use them in-
stead and the problem will go away.

Gurgly Recording

1 have a number of old open-reel record-
ings that | want to transfer to cassette.
My open-reel deck only has a tape-head
ouiput, and there is no corresponding input
on my receiver, so | connected it to the mag-
netic-phono input. When | plav the tapes
they sound fine, but when | copy them onto
cassette, using my recently purchased cas-
sette deck, the recording sounds “gurgiv.” 1
have had the equipment checked and have
switched the receiver and speakers with no
improvement. What's going on? SAL SAIVA
Cape Coral, FL

Without a specific tape-head input (and 1

haven’t seen a receiver or amplitier with

one in decades). connecting your deck to
the phono input is about all you can do, but
it’s far from ideal. LP's and open-reel tape
recordings were both recorded with equal-
ization to overcome the limitations of the
formats. and the playback equipment ap-
plied the inverse EQ to flatten out the re-
sponse. But the particulars of the equaliza-
tion were different. so using a phono input
to play a tape recorded with the standard
NAB curve that was used for open-reel
tapes will result in nonlinearities. Specifical-
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ly, the RIAA phono curve incorporates a
much greater bass boost than the tape curve,
so you will end up with far more low-fre-
quency energy than was intended.

The reason the recordings sound “‘fine”
when you play them through your system
probably has to do with the bass response of
your speakers and the way the tone controls
on your receiver are set. But when you feed
that bass-heavy signal to your cassette deck,
it is probably causing tape saturation. The
offending frequencies may be too low 10
hear directly, but they are still disrupting the
recording and causing the “gurgly” sound
you describe. Using an equalizer betore the
cassette deck’s inputs to cut the bass should
cure the problem, but you'il have to experi-
ment to get it sounding right.

Dubbing Eight-Tracks

1 have some eight-track tapes that arve
prewty rare and are not likelv to be rets-
sued on CD or cassette. | don’t have an
eight-track plaver, but 1 would like to dub
the tapes to cassette. s there any service
that would do it for me? LARRY RAGONESE
Morris Plains, NJ

You may find a recording outfit that still

has the equipment to do what you want.

Check the Yellow Pages and phone
around. A cheaper alternative would be to
pick up an old player—I’ve seen piles of
them at tlea markets and yard sales. and
they tend to go cheap. An inexpensive |2-
volt DC power supply from Radio Shack. or
even a couple of 6-volt lantern batteries
wired in series, will drive the unit, which
need survive only long enough for you to
make the dubs. You may have to try a cou-
ple of players before you find one with de-
cent sound, but that’s still probably cheaper
than having it done professionaily.

Full-Force Listening

L don’t really enjoy listening 10 my stereo
svstem unless it's plaving ar fuldl force.
My new receiver puts out 125 warts per
channel and my speakers are rated for 175
warts rms. Would it be safe 1o turn the stereo
up full blast even with a dynamic source
such as a CD? If so, how long would it be
okav to do this? JOHN LAVERDURE
Oakland, MD

If you’re talking about cranking the vol-

ume control all the way to the top and

throwing on a Metallica CD, | suspect
you would quickly ruin your speakers, your
ears, and vour friendship with a neighbor or
two. The “blast™ in that sort of “full blast™ is
likely to be double-digit distortion as you
drive the amplifier way beyond its capabili-
ties (a phenomenon called “clipping™).

Still, lots of equipment is designed to he

played loud, and yours is probably in that
category as long as the speakers can really
handle 175 watts continuously (speaker
power-handling specs are notoriously wishy-
washy, and often meaningless). | suggest
raising the volume to a comfortably loud
level (for you) and then gradually edging it
up bit by bit. When the sound begins to
seem ragged (or more ragged than it’s sup-
posed t0), or the amplifier gets uncomfort-
ably hot, you've gone too far.

Narrow TV Stereo

Several vears ago 1 purchased a 13-inch
television that's supposed to be sterco.
But when the indicator light goes on, in-
dicating a program is being broadcast in
stereo, it still sounds like mono. Is that be-
cause the set is so small or might there he
another reason? BEN DOSTI
Represa, CA

The TV's small size may indeed be the

problem. provided its audio circuitry is

actually stereo. The speakers are so close
to one another that it would be extremely
difficult to perceive stereo separation—un-
less you sat directly in front of the screen. It
the set has a stereo headphone output, plug
in a set of phones and listen—you should be
able to tell fairly quickly what the circuitry
is doing. It's possible that the TV simply has
a low-quality stereo circuit.

Transparent Discs

I have noticed that if vou hold some
CD’s up 1o the light you can see through
them. I thought perhaps that the laser
read the reflective parts and not the trans-
puarent parts, but the outer edges of some
discs, where no information is stored, are
transparent too. Does the laser in fact puss
through the disc? And what effect do all the
strav rays bouncing around inside the plav-
er have? KEVIN GARLICK
Plainville, CT

The image of a laser blasting a hole

through an inch-thick chunk of steel is a

tamiliar one, but rest assured that if there
are indeed “rays” ricocheting about in your
CD player. they'll do no harm. 1t they do
pass through a disc. it’s incidental; it’s the
direct reflection that counts, and as long as
enough of the beam is reflected, that's fine.
There’s no particular virtue in a disc’s opac-
ity, so some CD manufacturers plate less
mietal on the data surface than others.

If you have a question about audio,
send it to Q&A, Stereo Review,

1633 Broadway, New York, NY 10019.
Sorry, only questions chosen

for publication can be answered.



Definitive’s
C/L/R1000Wins

enter Channel
otthe Year Award

— Audio Video Grand Prix

Our award-winning center channels and
bipolar surround speakers will complete your
dream home theater with sonic perfection/

BP1’s & 2’s Bipolar Advantage
Experts agree that Definitive's
bipolars provide an incredible, per-
fectly diffuse sound source which
totally immerses you in the action.
BP1s and BP2s are unique, ultra-
compact, high resolution bipolar
(front and rear radiating) systems
engineered for superior performance
on the rear/side surround channels
of the finest home theater systems.
The use of BP1s and BP2s results in
a much more lifelike, dramatic, all-
enveloping listening experience than
is possible with conventional speak-
ers. Visit a Definitive dealer and hear
the dramatic difference for yourself.

World’s Finest Center
Channel Speakers

Optimum home theater reproduc-
tion places heavy demands on the
center speaker, the most important
speaker because it handles 50% or
more of the program material. It is no
place to settle for second best.

Definitive’s award-winning C/L/R
1000, C1, and C1 jr. are the finest
sounding shielded, low profile, high
resolution center channel speakers
available. (The C/L/R/ can also be
used as a main left and right speaker.)
They use superior state-of-the-art
components and technology for extra-
ordinary ultra-high definition, articu-
late clarity, high-power handling, Cljr.-$199¢n, BPI - $175 Al

tremendous dynamic range, superior C/L/R 1000 - $45Cea.  CI - $299 ea. BP2 - $250 ca. D‘Zﬁniﬁve T@Ch%OZOgy@

d?pth retrieval, lifelike PEESENEE and The sonic superiority of our award-winning center channels 11105 Valley Heights Drive « Baltimore, MD 21117
wide, fUll-range freq uency response. and bipolar surrounds puts you right into the movie action.  See ourdealer list on page 24 (410) 363-7148
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garing
s Believing

eo Beranek was ranked among the

most gifled acousticians of his day.

His 1heoretical treatises laid the

foundation of modern architectural

acoustics. His designs for concert

halls were considered among the
finest in the world. In July 1962 Beranek
wrote, in the preface 10 his new book.
Music, Acoustics. and Architectural De-
sign, “The climax of this volume is the
description of the care taken in planning
the Philharmonic Hall in Lincoln Center.
Lady Luck has tinally been supplanted by
careful analysis and the painstaking appli-
cation of new but firmly grounded
acoustic principles.”

But the opening of Philharmonic Hall
on September 12, 1962. was a catastro-
phe. An absorptive stage wall made it dif-
ficult for the musicians 1o hear them-
selves or their colleagues play: the neces-
sary reverberation was lacking. Strong
echoes were audible in some audience
seating areas; diffusion was insufficient.
Adjustable ceiling reflectors conveyed
middle and high frequencies to the audi-
ence but were 100 small to convey longer-
wavelengih low frequencies; the audience
couldn’t hear low-pitch instruments. Sub-
sequently, Philharmonic Hall underwent
many modifications, and the sound guali-
ty was improved. but problems remained.
Finally. the hall was gutted and complete-
ly redesigned by Cyril Harris (and re-
named Avery Fisher Hall).

The reasons for Beranek’s failure were
many and complex; among them was the
stubborn conviction ot his beliefs. Many
acousticians ot the time constructed phys-
ical models to test their designs. But Be-
ranck did not build a model of Philhar-
monic Hall: he retied on his theoretical
predictions and practical experience. Fol-
lowing the debacle. acousticians every-
where realized that even the most briltiant
designers could make major errors—ar-
chitectural acoustics was simply 100 com-
plex for traditional analysis. The search
began for better predictive tools.

In 1964, MIT professor Amar Bose
founded Bose Corporation and lavnched
its first amplitier design and, later, its first
home loudspeaker. From the beginning,

28 STEREO REVIEW JANUARY 1995

NAL

BY KEN C. POHLMANN

the diverse problems of architectural
acoustics attracted the company’s atten-
tion. and in the following years more and
more powerful computers cnabled devel-
opment of new acoustical design tools. In
1985, Bose introduced Modeler. a com-
puter program that enables designers to
build a model of an acoustical space and
analyze acoustical response within it
Modeler is primarily used to design live
sound systems for public spaces. Every
interior surface of an auditorium, for ex-
ample. can be drawn and characterized by
its individual acoustical properties. To
complete the model, sound sources can be
selecied from a library of professionally
available loudspeakers and positioned in
the space. Once a model is completed. a
host of acoustical tests can be performed.
Sound-intensity coverage. reverberation
time, arrival times. speech intelligibility,
frequency response. and many other para-
meters can be studied. The designer
might select a particular seat. say. and an-
alyze the many reflections arriving at that

Acousiicians can now
audition the sound
quality of a concert hall

before it's built.

position. Using the model, a design can
be quickly moditied and retested.

With Modeler, designers can predict
the response in a finished structure hefore
the tirst shovelful of dirt is turned. Mod-
eler’s contributions 1o the design of
everything from PA systems for Olym-
pic bobsled runs to music systems for
churches is legendary. Yet there was
something missing from it. It was impos-
sible for designers and their clients to em-
ploy their most critical analytical tool to
evaluate a proposed design—their ears.
Certainly graphical and numerical data
can be interpreted 1o form an opinion—
the essence of audio engineering is corre-
lating technical data with sound quality—
but without an audible result. more subtle
design tweaking is simply not possible.

Bose has now addressed this need with
Auditioner. a hardware/software system
that combines an acoustical model and

construction parameters from Modeler
with an audio input signal, and then com-
putes and reproduces the sound field that
would be present in the completed space.
Designers and clients can actually select a
specific seal in an unbuilt hall and audi-
tion the sound quality from there. Non-
technical clients can actively explore the
sound quality of a proposed design. lis-
tening to the results as different features
are modified. For designers accusiomed
to staring at blueprints and computer
screens 10 intuit a sense of the acoustical
result, the capabilities provided by Audi-
tioner are stunning.

Auditioner is a desktop compuiter that
uses proprietary digital signal processing
hardware 10 simulate the multiple arrivals
and reverberation of a complex sound
field. 1t has its own playback system. in-
cluding near-tield monitors that are posi-
tioned exactly in relation to the listener’s
ears (so critical is the positioning that a
chin rest is used to maintain alignment).
Why not use headphones? Bose tested
and rejected that approach. deciding that
the “in-the-head” sensation of headphone
sound is not realistic enough. Auditioner
can accepl any sound source—for exam-
ple, a spoken-word CD could be used 1o
test the intelligibility of a public-address
system in an airport.

Many audio companies offer ambience
processors that generate realistic sound
fields. Auditioner. however. could be use-
ful as a professional design tool only if
the sound fields it created were indistin-
guishable from the real thing. To authen-
licate Auditioner, Bose engineers placed
the system in actual spaces and asked
blindfolded listeners to compare the mod-
eled sound field and the real one. In many
cases they were unable 1o tell which was
which. In all cases they found the mod-
eled sound very close 10 the real thing.

Auditioner is a new 100l in the acousti-
cian’s toolbox; early results show that it is
highly reliable in creating sound fields
before their underlying architecture phys-
ically exists. Bose is so confident of its
abilities that it guarantees the sound qual-
ity of any facility designed using the
system. Clearly. Auditioner is a break-
through technology. For the first time, it
is possible 1o create an imaginary sonic
environment that seems so real it fools
listeners into thinking it is real. With Au-
ditioner. the solution to one of the great-
est problems in creating virtual realities
appears to be within our grasp.
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ADCOM

model GSP-560

A new reason to be afraid of the dark.

Crunching footsteps behind you. Laser beams shooting
over your head. Just a typical night at home with Adcom’s
new GSP-560 Surround Sound Processor/Amplifier. At
Adcom’s level of critically acclaimed performance it
doesn’t just produce surround sound. It creates effects that
are out of this world.

The GSP-560 expands your two-channel audio system
into a full five/six-channel home theater. Multiple surround
modes, user selectable time delay and a full-featured
remote give you the control and convenience (o create a
sonic experience that surpasses anything you’ve ever heard
in a movie theater.

Dolby ProlLogic
concert hall
nightciub
5-channel matrix
5-channei stereo

receiving surround  bal. check

Award-
winning
technology takes

you to the outer-limits.

The GSP-560 features a high-current 80 watt center
channel amplifier and a pair of high-current 40 watt
amplifiers for the rear channels. It will accurately drive the
ssnerr,  Most demanding loudspeakers, even those
\-  with impedance ratings less than 2 ohms.

The GSP-56() gives you a choice of

Dolby Pro Logic. Concert Hall
mmovanowns 23 Nightclub, and Five-Channel Matrix

-

SESig,
S40%



e gota

tape mon rear/ctr rese! rear center

ictive channels:

bass EQ muting

< A surround modes

$o you can select
the listening

environment that best suits
your source and your moo«.

Selectable time delay lets you optimize the surround
performance precisely for the acoustics of your room.
Additional 5-Channel Stereo and Bypass modes assure
optimum enjoyment of audio-only sources.

The GSP-560 Surround Sound Processor/Amplifier
follows in the footsteps of other critically acclaimed Adcom
components. lts award-winning, lite-like sound captures the
attention of audio/video lovers throughout the universe.

httle

master voluma

Surround yourself now at
your Adcom dealer.

Preview the new GSP-560 at your authorized Adcom
dealer today, but be careful, you might want to leave the
lights on.

deftails you can hear

11 Elkins Road, East Brunswick, NJ 08816 U.S.A. (908) 390-1130.
Distributed in Canada by PRO ACOUSTICS INC. Montréal, Québec (514) 344-1226
‘Dolby" and “Pro Logic™ are registered trade marks of Dolby Laboratories Licensing Corporation
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chIPHERAL

Multimedia, Packard Bell Style

sk a half-dozen people what

“multimedia” means and you’ll

probably ger a half-dozen dif-

ferent answers mentioning ev-

erything from the latest super-

charged video-game system to
audio-equipped PC’s 10 interactive
systems like CD-I. In the computer
world, a multimedia system is one that
combines such elements as audio, vid-
eo, and telephony with the customary
functions of a computer. To be consid-
ered a true muluiimedia machine, a
computer must have al the very least a
CD-ROM drive, a sound card. and
speakers. It should also be able 10
serve as a useful extension to your au-
dio/video system. If you have an ordi-
nary no-frills computer. you can add
your own multimedia enhancements a
la carte, but most major manufacturers
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are now offering all-in-one multime-
dia sysitems in an apparent atiemplt 10
eradicate computerphobia once and
for all. One such plug-and-play com-
puter is Packard Bell’s Multimedia
System, a DOS-based PC that’s avail-
able in numerous configurations.
Packard Bell sent me the Model
486DX2/66, equipped with a 540-
megabyte hard drive, 8 megabytes of
RAM, a sound card, a deuble-speed
CD-ROM drive, a 15-inch VGA moni-
tor, speakers, an optional TV card, and
a bundle of software—a package cost-
ing less than $2,300 at retail, the com-
pany says. I had the system out of its
boxes and running in about 30 min-
utes. Granted. I’ve had some experi-
ence setting up computer and A/V sys-
tems, but this one was a cinch. The on-
ly bothersome part was having to fid-

Tha Packard Bell
Multimedia System is
available in @ number

of configurations.

PRODUCTS AND TRENDS
THAT GO BEYOND

MAINSTREAM AUDIO/VIDEO

BY CHRIS ALBERTSON

dle with screws to attach the speakers
to the monitor. Why couldn’t they just
hook on? An illustrated. step-by-siep
instruction sheet simplifies cable con-
nections, some of which are color cod-
ed. but I should point out that the TV
card was already installed in the unit
sent me, which made the setup consid-
erably faster and easier.

A push of a button boots the sysiem
and brings up Packard Bell's propri-
etary Navigator interface, an aitractive
and highly functional piece of Win-
dows dressing that lives up to its name.
The opening screen | opted for shows
an inviting interior—a main hallway
from which four rooms can be ac-
cessed: a Learning Center and Work-
space o the left, Kidspace straight
ahead, and the Software room on the
right. Moving the cursor to any of the
room icons lights it up, and cticking the
mouse button takes you to that area.

The Learning Center offers various
step-by-siep tutorials for using the sys-
tem and some of the pre-installed ap-
plications. Clicking on Workspace
opens a screen with neatly organized
icon buttons for launching installed
software and opening folders and files.
If you don’t like the setup, or want 10
add applications you've installed your-
self. nothing is locked in, but reorga-
nizing the Workspace is not for the
novice (animated and narrated tutorials
and well-thought-out manuals will
help you get the hang of it. however).

Selecting Kidspace transports you to
a play room of sorts, complete with ju-
venile animation and instructions de-
livered in a child’s voice. Shelves con-
tain items that launch a variety of sim-
ple games as well as the Windows
Paintbrush and Write programs, and
there are five drawers for storing files
(labeled Homework, Letters, and so
on). Password protection enables par-
ents to setect the software available in
Kidspace and prevent unauthorized en-
try to the rest of the computer. Finally.



the commitments

Alan Jackson: Who | Am
(Anista) 34793

Zhané: Pronounced Jah-Nay
(Motown) 00115

Red Hot Chill Peppers:
What Hits!? (EM!) 00144 #

The Best Of Vince Gill
(RCA} 00155

Beverly Hills 90210/Sdtrk.
(Giant) 00180

Rachelle Ferrell

{Capttol) 00387

Toni Braxton

{La Face) 00420

The Very Best Of Cream:
Strange Brew

{Polydor) 00468

The Bonnie Raitt
Collaction

(Wamer Bros.) 00569

Best Of Dire Straits:
Money For Nothing
(Warner Bros.) 00713

Fleetwood Mac:
Greatest Hits
(Warner Bros.) 00796

Larrz Carlton: Collection
(GRP) 00838

Buttalo Springtield:
Retrospective

(Atco) 00844

The King And I/Sdtrk.
(Broadway Angels) 00892

The Essentlal Oscar
Peterson:The Swinger
(Verve) 00898

The Essential Charlie
Parker (Verve) 00902

David Grusin (GRP) 00829

Stone Tempie Pilots:
Core {Atlantc) 00081
Madonna:

Uike A Prayer
(Sire) 01029

Lynyrd Skynyrd:
S ényrd's Innyrds
(MCA) 01150
Tina Tumner:
Simply The Best
(Capitoi) 01195

Dr. Dre: The Chronic
(Interscope) 01241 §

Sting: Ten Summoner's
Tales (AGM) 01334

The Best Of Jos Cocker
{Capitol) 01338

James Brown:
20 All-Time Greatest Hits
(Polydor) 01342

Bobby Short: Late Night
At The Caté Cartyle
(Telarc) 01376

Kiss Of The Spider Woman—
The Musical: Driglnal
Broadway Cast (RCA) 01431
The Very Best Of The
Platters (Mercury) 01475

Patty Loveless: Greatest Hits
(MCA) 01514

Creedence Clearwater
Revival: Chronicle:

20 Greatest Hits

{Fantasy) 01520

Jimi Hendrix: The Uitimate
Experience (MCA) 01527

Judy Collins: Judy Sings
Dylan Just Like A Woman
(Geften) 01569

Blackhawk {Anstaj 01588

Queen Latitah: Black Reign
(Motown) 01592

AMERICA'S BEST MUSIC DEAL IS BETTER THAN EVER!

Salt-N-Pepa: Very

Necessary (London) 01595

Nanci Griffith: The MCA
Years- A Retrospective
(MCA) 01606

Wu-Tang Clan:
Enter The Wu-Tang
(RCA) 01613 ¢

Jodeci: Diary (
Ot A Mad
Band (Uptown)
01615 #

Boston:
Walk On
(MCA) 01617

Gershwin
Plays
Gershwin:
The Piano
Rolls (Elektra/
Nonesuch)
01675

Snoop
Doggy Dogg:
Doggystyle
(Interscope)
01692 4

Kenny G: Miracles
The Holiday Album
el oy

lhe Lion King/Sdtrk.

Eric Ciapton
From The Cradle

Mazzy Star: So Tonight
That | Might See
(Capitol) 01735

The Andrews Sisters:

Black Sabbath:
Master Of Reality
(Warner Bros.) 01863

Joe Jackson:
nght And Day
(ABM) 02212

Waik On The Wild Side:
The Best Of Lou Reed
(RCA) 02270

Steed Pulse: Reggae
Greats (Mango) 02278
The Best Of Joe Walsh
(MCA) 02301

Warren Zevon: Excitable
Boy (Elektra) 02311

(Ds

"

Fiftieth Anniversary, Vol. 1

(MCA) 01770

Gloria Gaynor: Greatest Hits

{Polydor} 01783

Lena Horne:

Stormy Weather:

The Legendary Lena
(1941-1958) (RCA} 01784

Peggy Lee:
Capitol Collectors Series
(Capitol} 01796

A Blitz Of Salt-N-Pepa:
The Hits Remixed
{London) 01822

]

@
3

(Windham Hill) 02634

»

The Private Music Of
Tangerine Dream
(Private Music) 00221

Andreas Volienweider:
Eolian Minstrel (SBK) 01651

Liz Story: My Foolish Heart
(Windham Hill} 02589

Nightnoise: A Windham
HIil Retrospective
(Windham Hill} 02632

Ray Lynch: Nothing
Above My Shoulders But
The Evening

(Windham Hill) 02633

Ray Lynch:

Deep Breakfast

for

Sheryl Crow:
Tuesday Night Music Club

— MUSIC FOR A NEW AGE

Mortreux: A Windham Hill
Retrospective

(Windham Hill) 02636

Alex De Grassi: A Windham
Hill Retrospective
(Wirdham Hill) 02637
Sounds Of The Dolphin:
Various Artists

(Special Music) 03247

Paul Winter:

Woft Eyes-A Retrospective
{Living Music) 20401
Vangells: Chariots Of Fire
(Powdor) 24869

Enya: Watermark

(Reorise) 43249

Enya: Shepherd Moons
(Reprise) 53190

Big Head Todd & The

Monsters: Sister Sweetly

(GianyReprise) 02337
Tom Petty & The

Heartbreakers: Greatest

Hits (MCA) 02390

the
price
of one

NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER!:-..

Anita Baker: Rhythm Of
Love (Elekta

05980

Counting Crows.
August

Everything After
DG.?1 02409

John Michael
Montgomery: Kickin' it Up
{Atlantic Nashwville) 02402

David Benoit/Russ Freeman:
The Benoit/Freeman
Project (GRP) 02481

Hammer:
The Funky Headhunter
(Giant) 02509

Yellowjackets:
Run For Your Life
(GRP) 02524

Heavy 0. &
The Bogz:
Nuttin’ But Love
(MCA) 02525

Sarah
McLachlan:
Fumbling
Towards Ecstasy
(Ansta) 02536

Rlchard Marx

acati
(Cap«ol) 02537
Real

Roger Whittaker: Feelings
(And Other Million Selling
Hhs} (RCA) 02557

Jame:s: Laid (Mercury) 02565
Grammy*®'s Greatest

Moments Vol.1
(Atlantic) 02594

Rodgers & Hammerstein:
Carcusel (RCA Victor) 02598

The Mavericks:

What A Crying Shame
(MCAa) 02601

Hisker DU: Warehouse:

Songs And Storles
(Wamer Bros)) 02671
Phish: Hoist (Elektra) 02724
John Scofield & Pat
Metneny: | Can See Your

House From Here
(Blue Note) 02744

W ob Wasserman: Trios

(MCA/GRP) 02751

Rhythm, Country
& Blues (MCA)
752

Yannl: In My Time
(Private Music) 63900
Clannad: Banba
(Atiantic) 83647
Windham HIII- The First
Ten Years:

(\Mrdham Will) 02628
Kitaro:
Ten Years
{Geffen)
09643 o

Yanni
Live At The Acropolis
(Private M 2477

Green Day: Dookie
(Reprise) 02753 4

Nire Inch Nalls:
The Downward Spiral
(Interscope) 02767 #

Glenn Jones: Here | Am
{Atlantic) 02998

Frank Sinatra: Duets
(Capitol} 03039

Qutkast:
Southernplayalistic-adil-
lacmuzik

(La Face) 03062 *

The Nevilie
Brothers:

Live On Planet Earth
ASM) 03065

Saunds Of Blackness:
Africa To America
(AZM) 03066

Elton John: Greatest Hits
{Polydor) 03077

Uive: Thvowln%Coppov
(Radioactive/MCA) 03085 #

Lorrie Morgan War Palnt
(BNA) 0309

Above The le/Sdm.
{Interscope) 03156 §

Anthrax: Live-The Island
Years (Island) 03159

With Honors/Sdtrk.
(Sire/Maverick) 03163 §

The Crow/Sdtrk.
(Atlantic) 03173

Liz Phair: Exile In Guyville
(Matador) 03191 #

Reba McEntire: Read My
Mind (MCA) 03243

Pretenders:
Last Of The Independents
(Warner Bros./Sire) 03245

Crystal Waters: Storytelier
{Mercury) 03263

§' Marvelous-The
Gershwin Songbook:
(Verve) 03265

All-4-One {Atiantic) 03267

The Free Spirlts Featuring
John McLaughlin: Tokyo
Live (Verve) 03272

Roy Hargrove Quintet
With The Tenors Of Our
Time (Verve) 03273

Huey Lewis & The News:
Four Chords & Several
Years Ago (Elektra) 03274

David Sanbomn: Hearsay
(Elextra) 03279

Normsn Brown: After The
Storm (MoJazz) 03282

Patti Austin:
That Secret Place
(MCA/GRP) 03283

Bobby Lyle:
Rhythm Stories
(Atlantic Jazz) 03291

John Pizzarelil: New
Standards (Novus) 03297

Collective Soul:
Hints, Allegations &
Things Left Unsaid
{Atlantic) 03309

Jon Secada: Heart, Soul &
A Voice (SBK) 03323

Lena Horne:
We'll Be Together Again
{Blue Note) 03327

Jimmy Buftett: Fruitcakes
(MCA) 03336

Chick Corea: Expressions
{GRP) 03337

Patti LaBelle: Gems
(MCA) 03338

Tracy Byrd:

No Ordinary Man

(MCA) 03339

Vince Glil: When Love
Finds You (MCA) 03350
Eari Kiugh: Move

(Warner Bros)) 03370
Crooklyn/Sdtrk.

(MCA) 03398

Louis Armstrong:

All Time Greatest Hits
(MCA) 03399




The Best Of
Peter, Paul And Mary
(Warner Bros.) 04131

Carpenters: The Singles
1969-1973 (A&M) 04393

Chuck Mangione:
Classics (10 Greatest Hits)
(A&M) 04886

Quincy Jones:
Classics (18 Greatest Hits)
(A&M) 04895

John Meliencamp: Dance
Naked (Mercury) 04906

Kiss My A™
(Mercury) 04907 ¢

The Best Of Woodstock
(Atlantic) 04908

Heimet: Betty
(Interscope) 04910

BLACKstreet
(interscope) 04922

Boney James: Backbone
(Wamer Bros.) 04935

Arrested Development:
Zingalamaduni

{Chrysalis) 04936

Dazed And Contused;/Sdtrk.
(Giant/Warner Bros.) 04944

Pet Shop Boys:
Dlscographr—The
Complete Singles
Collection (EMi) 05805

Soundgarden:
Badmotorfinger
(ABM) 05637

Fabulous Thunderbirds:
Essential

(Chrysalis) 05657

Paul Rodgers:

The Hendrix Set

{Victory) 05689

Elia Fitzgerald:

The Best Of The
Songbooks: The Ballads
(Verve) 05713

Jimmy Scott: Dream
(Swe) 05717

Take 6: Join The Band
{Reprise) 05718

The Tractors (Anista) 05721
Ray Charles: The Best Of

The Atiantic Years
(Rhino) 05755

Brooks & Dunn
Waitin’ On Sundown

Soundgarden
Jjperunknown
02515

Biack Uhuru; Strongg
(Mesa) 05764

Everette Harp: Common
Ground (Blue Note) 05768

Diamond Rio:

Love A Little Stronger
(Arista) 05772

David Ball:

Thinkin' Problem (Wamner
Bros.) 05791

Big Mountain: UNITY
{Giant) 05793
Warren G:

Regulate...G Funk Era
(Violator/Rush) 05796 #

Whitesnake: Greatest Hits
(Geflen) 05859

Jackyl: Push Comes To
Shove (Geffen) 05875

Edie Brickell:
Picture Perfect Morning
{Geften) 05876

Prince. Come
(Wamer Bros.) 05879 #

Barenaked Ladies:
Maybe You Should Drive
{Reprise/Sire) 05881
Dinosaur Jr.:

Without A Sound
{Reprise/Sire) 05882
George Howard:

A Home Far Away

(GRP) 05891

Changing Faces
(Atlantic) 05892

the hassles

Amy Grant: House Of
Love (A3M) 05902

Seal (1994)
(Warner Bros./Sire) 05907

Weezer (DGC} 05943

Chris LeDoux: Haywire
(Liberty) 05976

Sinead O'Connor:
Universal Mother
(Chrysalis) 05979

Nanci Gritfith: Flyer
(Elektra) 05982

Joe Sample And

The Soul Committee:
Did You Feel That?
(Wamer Bros.) 05984

Bad Religion:
Stranger Than Fiction
(Atlantic) 05985

Gerald Levert: Groove On
(East Wast) 05986

John Anderson: Country
‘Til | Die {BNA) 05987

Barry Maniiow:

Singin' With The Big Bands
(Arista) 05989

Warren Hill: Truth

(Novus) 05992

Joshua Redman
Mood Swing

Cracked Rear View

The Rippingtons: Sahara
(GRP) 06008

Tracy Lawrence:
| See it Now
(Atlantic) 06017

Asron Tippin:
Lookin’ Back At Myseit
(RCA) 06020

NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER!

Red Hot & Country:
Varlous Artists
{Mercury) 06045

Hootie &
The Blowtish

Upshaw, Zinman.:
Gorecki, Symphony No. 3
{Nonesuch) 00110

John Williams:
Schindler's List/Sdtrk.
(MCA} 00297

Tchaikovsky Greatest Hits:
RCA Victor Greatest Hits
Series: (RCA) 00952
Vivaidi Greatest Hits
(RCA) 00956

Chant: The Benedictine

Monks of Santo Domingo
s (Angel

——

Natural Born Killers/Sdtrk.
(Interscope) 05994 #
Alabama:

Greatest Hits, Vol. il
(RCA) 05996

Gravediggaz: 6 Feet Deep
{Gee StIsland) 06000 #

Cbr 4 P

Cincinnati Pops/Kunzei.:
Pops Piays Puccini
(Telarc) 01299

Pavarotti And Friends
{London) 01451

The MET Opera
Orchestra/Levine.:
Wagner, Overtures &
Préludes (DG) 01484

Arthur Rubinstein:
Rachmaninov, Piano
Concerto No. 2

{RCA Victor "Bascc 1007 02368

Opera's Greatest Moments
{RCA Victor Red Seal) 02581

Bjoerling, Caballé et al.:
Opera’s Greatest Love
Sangs

(RCA Victor Red Seal)
02582

Sugar: File Under:

Easy Listening
(Rykodisc) 06050
Brecker Brothers: Out Of
The Loop (GRP) 06051
Big Daddg Kane: Daddy's
Home (MCA) 06056 ¢
Passion: The Originat
Broadway Cast

(Angel) 06059

Bebe & Cece Winans:
Reilationships
{Capitol) 06061

Melissa Etheridge:

T

the hits

Mark Chesnutt:
What A Way To Live
(Decca; 06124

The Judds:

The Essential Collection
Ot Number One Hits
(RCA) 06137

Whitehead Bros.: Serious
{Motown) 06146

Craig Mack: Project:
Funk Da world
{Bad Boy/Ansta) 06156

Neil Young &
Crazy Morse
Sleeps With Angels
Hepnse) 05880

Ace Of Base:

Bryan Ferry/Roxy Music:
Street Lite - 20 Greatest Hits
{Reprise) 10490

Jon Secada (SBK) 10742

Boyz Il Men:
Cooleyhighharmony
{Motown) 10930

Timespace:
The Best Of Stevie Nicks
(Modern) 10940

Best Of Miles Davis-The
Capitol/ Blue Note Years
{Blue Note) 11000

Stevie Nicks: Street Angel
(Modern) 11009

Glenn Milier: Chattanooga
Choo Choo-The #1 Hits
(Bluebird) 11052

Pat Metheny Group:
The Road To You-Live in
Europe (Geflen) 11059

Peter Gabriel: Shaking
The Tree-16 Golden
Greats (Geflen) 11089
James Ingram:

The Power Of Great Music
(Wamer Bros) 11131

The Best Of Aretha Frankiin
{Allantic) 20078

Paul Simon: Negotiations
And Love Songs 1971-86
(Warner Bros,) 20461

Eurythmics: Greatest Hits
(Arista) 20611

The Very Best of Yes
{Afiantic} 20671

ABBA: Gold-Greatest Hits
{Potydor) 20679

AC/DC: Who Made Who-
Greatest Hits
{Atlantic) 20774

Aerosmith: Get A Grip
(Geften) 20814 ¢

Randy Travis:
Greatest Hits Vol. |
(Warner Bros) 21091

Eric Clapton:
Timepieces-Greatest Hits
{Polydor) 23385

The Eagles:
Greatest Hits 19711975
(Asylum) 23481

Eric Clapton: Unplugged
(Warmner Bros.) 23690

James Taylor:
Greatest Hits
{Reprise) 23790

The Best Of The Beach Boys
(Caprtol) 23946

Beastie Boys:
1l Communication
(Capitol) 24717 #

Foreigner: The Very
Best...And Beyond
(Atlantic) 24722

The Mantovani Orchestra:
Golden Hits
(Bainbndge) 24806

Sammy Davis, Jr.
Capitol Collectors Series
(Capitol) 24808

Gin Blossoms:
New Miserable Experience
(A&M) 24884

the high prices

02354

Donaid Fagen:
Kamakiriad
(Wamner Bros.) 11330

Joshua Kadison:
Palnted Desert Serenade
(SBK) 11932

Meat Puppets: Too High
To Die (London) 12069

Steppenwolf:

16 Greatest Hits
(MCA) 13453

Aaliyah: Age Ain't
Nothing But A Number
(Jive) 14701

Styx: Classics

(14 Greatest Hits)
(A&M) 14822

CLASSICAL

Pavarotti:
My Heart's Delight
(London) 02953

Kiri Te Kanawa: Kirl Sings
Porter (Angel} 02958

Beethoven, Symphonies
Nos. 5 & 6 “Pastorale”
(DG 4D "Karajan Gold")
03127

Leonard Bernstein:
The Joy Of Bernstein
(DG) 03212

Rachmaninov & Brahms.:
Van Cliburn in Moscow
(RCA Victor Red Seal) 05748
Bryn Terfel, Malcolm
Martineau.: An Die Musik:
Favorite Schubert Songs
(DG) 05827

James Galway:

Kronos Quartet:
Night Prayers
(Nonesuch) 06084

Pavarotti
The Early Years, Vol. |
(RCA Victor Goid Seal) 06200

John Wiliams: The Very
Best Of The Boston Pops
(Philips) 15319

James Galway, flute.:
Pachelbel Canon
(RCA) 34542

Cecllia Bartoll: Mozart

Cecilia Bartoli: Mozart
Arias (London) 34783

Carreras, Domingo
& Pavarotti: The 3
Tenors In Concert
{London) 35078

Kathieen Battle At
Carnegie Hall
({DG) 35091

Bach, Greatest Hits.
(RCA) 35186

Nigel Kennedy,

solo violin &
conductor.: Vivaldi,
The Four Seasons
(EMI Classics) 43419

Frenl, Pavarotti et al.
Berlin PO/Karajan.
Puccini, La Boheme
{London) 05615

Caruso In Love (RCA Wind Of Change Fantasia/Sdtri.

Victor Gold Seal) 02718 (RCA) 05960 Portraits @ondon) 04923 (Disney) 17060

Blues Traveler: Four - The Notorious B.1.G.: The Complete Tom Jones
(ASM) 06046 —"—v Ready To Die (Deram) 14851

It | Were A Carpenter IR IR = (Bad BoyjAnsta) 06160 Usher (La Face) 15116
Carpenters tnbute featung John Miatt: Perfectly Good  Bgnnle Raitt: Luck Of The
Sonic Youth. The Gultar (ABM) 10306 Draw (Capitol) 15567
Cranbernes, Sheryl Crow, )

Cracker , others. The Isley Brothers: Live Nirvana: Nevermind
(A&M) 06048 (Elektra) 10428 (Geften) 15600

a great deal

Santana: Sacred Fire:
Live in South America
(Polydor) 24892

Vanessa Williams:
The Comfort Zone
(Wing/Mercury) 25066
Common Thread:
Songs Of The Eagles
(Giant) 25071

Tevin Campbetl:
'm Ready
{QwesyWamer Bros.) 25112

Kliss: Double Platinum
(Casablanca) 25149 ¢

The Greatest Hits Of
Freddie Jackson
(Capnol) 25323

Reba McEntire:
Greatest Hits Volume 2
(MCA) 25466

George Strait:
Easy Come, Easy Go
(MCA) 25486

Guns N'Roses:
Use Your flllusion Nl
(Geffen) 25534 #

The Steve Milier Band:
Greatest Hita 1974-1978
{Capitol) 33199

The Best Of Muddy Waters
(Chess) 33502

Kansgas:
Live At The Whiskey
(Intersound) 33961

The Big Chill/Sdtrk.
(Motown) 33970

Moody Blues: Greatest Hits
(Threshold) 34284

Alr Supply: Greatest Hits
(Arista) 34424

The Best Of The Band
(Capitol) 34485

Steve Winwood:
Chronicles {Island) 34501
John Coltrane: Glant
Steps (Atlantic) 34589

B.B. King: Blues Summit
(MCA) 34700



Start with [ FREE CDs now

Buy only 1

Then get

at 1/2 the regular Club price
within a year

more CDs of your choice,
FREE

En}oy10€Ds for 1/2 the prlc; of 1

A shipping and mandling charge 1s added to each seiection.

Nothing more to buy, ever!

Bryan Adams: So Far So
Good (A&M) 34771

Aliman Brothers Band:
A Decade Of Hits 1965-1979
{Polydor) 35031

10,000 Manjacs:
MTV Unplugged
{Elekira) 35061

Fourplay:
Between The Sheets
(Wamer Bros)) 35074

Rush: Counterparts
(Atlantic) 35147

Uionel Richie: Back To
Front (Motown) 35210

Guns N'Roses:
Use Your Hlusion |
(Geffen) 35469 #

The Rodgers &
Hammerstein Collection
(MCA) 40015

Motiey Crie:

Decade Of Decadence
(Elektra) 40298

Henry Mancinl:
Collections {Pair) 41158

The Best Of .38 Special/
Flashback (A&M) 42564

Diane Schuur & B.B. King:
Heart To Heart (GRP) 13234

The Best Of
The Doobie Brothers.
(Wamer Bros.) 43738

Pat Benatar: Best Shots
{Chrysalis) 44319

k.d. lang: ingénue
(Warner Bros./Slre) 44370

John Mellencamp:
Scarecrow (Riva) 44512

Barney's Favorites Vel. 1
(SBK) 44531

Robin S: Show Me Lcve
{Big Beat/Atlantic) 44552

The Righteous Bros -
Unchained Melody-
The Very Best Of
{(Verve) 44658

The Cure: Staring At Fhe
Sea/Standing On A Baach:
The Singles
(Frction/Elektra) 50024

Don Henley: Buliding
The Perfoct Beast
{Geffen) 50129

The Bosl of Dolly Parton
(RCA} 5
Steve Winwood:

Back In The High Lite
(Island) 53271

U2: The Joshua Tree
(Island) 53501

Bob Marley: Legend
(Island) 53521

Marvin Gaye: 15 Greatest
Hits (Motown) 53534

The Cars: Greatest Hits
(Elektra) 53702

Dulfer; Sax-A-Go-Go
{RCA) 53804
Patsy Cline:
12 Greatest Hits
(MCA) 53849
Andrew Lloyd Webber-
The Premiere Collection:
(MCA) 53868
Miles Davis: Birth Of The
Cool (Capitol Jazz) 54138
Whitney Houston:
The Bodyguard/Sdtri.
(Arista) 54213

Blind Melon (Captol) 54234

Never Mind The Bollocks
Here's The Sex Pistols
(Warner Bros.) 54263

Kenny G: Breathless
(Ansta) 54317

Whitney Houston (Ansta)
54381

Harry Belafonte: All-Time
Grestest Hits (RCA) 54508

Carly Simon: Greatest
Hits—Live (Ansta) 54537

George Th
The Destroyers: Live
{EM)) 54652

Bad Company: 10 From
6-Their Greatest Hits
(Atfantic) 60321

En Vogue: Funky Divas
(East West) 61717

The Eagles:
Greatest Hits, Vol. 2
(Asylum) 63318

Megadeth:
Countdown To Extinction
(Capttol} 63340

Eric Johnson:
Ah Via Musicom
(Capitol) 63459

Scorpions: Best Of
Rockers ‘N’ Ballads
{Mercury) 63492

Agrosmiih; Pump
{Geffen) 63678

Jethro Tull: Original
Masters (Chrysalis) 63846

Linda Ronstadt:
Greatest Hits, Vol. 1
(Elektra) 63905

Bruce Hornsby & The
Range: The Way It Is
(RCA) 83918

Dave Koz: Lucky Man
(Capitol) 64060

Neil Young: Unplugged
(Repnise) 64125

Bette Midler:
Experience The Divine-
Greatest Hits

{Atlantic) 64291

Vanonna

{MCA/Curb} 64540

The Best Of Don McLean
(EMI) 64550

Anne Murray:
Fifteen Of The Best
{Liberty) 64657

Alice Cooper:
Greatest Hits
(Wamer Bros.) 70296

Elvis Presley:
The Numbaer One Hits
{RCA) 72190

Janet Jackson's
Rhythm Nation 1814
(A&M) 72386

Barry Manilow:
Greatest Hits, Vol. 1
(Ansta) 72863

Anita Baker: Rapture
{Elektra) 73404

The John Lennon
Collection {Capitol} 73627

Dave Grusin Presents
GRP All-Star Big Band
Live! (GRP) 73762

Pantera:
Far Beyond Driven
West Amenca) 73909 $

the big expense.
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10 CDs for 1/2 the price of 1.

The Police: Every Breath
You Take—The Singles
(A&M) 73924

Alan Jackson:

A Lot About Livin’

{And A Little ‘Bout Love)
(Arista) 74074

Steely Dan: Gold
(MCA) 74339

Joan Jett & The
Biackhearts:

Pure And Simple
(Wamer Bros.) 74685

The Cranberries:

Everybody Else Is Doing i,

So Why Can't We?
(isiand) 80023

The Mamas & Papas:

16 Of Their Greatest Hits
(MCA) 80183

Frank Sinatra: Sinatra
Reprise: The Very Good
Years (Reprse) 80304

Meat Loaf:

Bat Out Of Hell Il:
Back Into Hell
(MCA) 83394

b4

22 Top: Greatest Hits
(Warner Bros.) 83411
R. Kelly & Public

Announcement: Bom Into
The 90's (Jive/RCA) 83706

Ahmad

{Giant) 83800
R. Keily: 12-Ptay
{Jive) 15

Meivin Riley: Ghetto Love
(MCA) 83881

Best Of The Gratetul Dead:
Skeletons From The Closet
(Warner Bros.) 83892

Neil Diamond:
12 Greatest Hits
(MCA} 84050

Nirvana: in Utero
(Geffen) 90124

Jodeci: Forever My Lady
(MCA) 90177

The Manhattan Transter:
Anthology: Down In
Blrdiand {Rhlno) 00146 o

The Who: Who's Better,
Who's Best (MCA) 00790

Rod Stewart:
The Mercury Anthology
(Mercury) 01161

Van Halen: Live:
Right Here, Right Now
farner Bros) 01165 $=

New Order:
Substance
(Qwest) 01247 &
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HE'RE'S HOW YOUR CLUB WORKS:

with our 7-1-7 Formuia 1o mtreduce you to tae Cub...ond 1o your savings!

(HOO:( THE MUSIC YOU LOVE.
o Pick | FREE (Ds vmfrunlhmmygmtdmesnﬁnud
Byt Mat

the requiar ub prce (currerly 514.98 o $15.98) withn o yoax.

'ﬂmdm?memuhn?slﬁfulﬁﬁnmnfl {phus shipping and hondling los eoch selection) with

noftusg more 1o buy, ever

LISTEW WITH NO RISK. You may toke 10 days te lsten to your introductory selectons ond look aver the accompony-

ing terms of Cub

© If you're not completely satisfied, simply return yr salechons a1 our expense—with no further obligation
SHOP FROM THE COMFORT OF HOME. Discover how convenent i i Yo shop with BMG Music Service.

© You'D get our excsive (lub (clolog obout every three weeks (19 shoppmg opportunites o year), filked with hundreds of

choxces in g voriety of musi cotegories, plus music news, orfist inlerviews ond racommendations from our experts
'Meczoiwyumoﬂmn Featured Selection m your preferred musi category. If you wani he Featured Selection,

thang—you'l recerve it automatically

* Your hm'Ifywmvothuhmivomﬁn(muummdl—w;mﬁnlonh(mm(uduwdadby

the specified date. Youl have of leas 10 days i

© No pemssure! If you should have fewe: than 10 deys to reply ond receive on umwonied Featured Setection, simply

rehorn it of our expense.

SAVE 4GAIN AND AGAIN. From day one, for mwery selection you buy af the regulor Cub price, you may choose

another of equol of lesser volue at 50% off. But mat's not olf

@ The Jonger you remain o BWG Musi Sarvice member, the more you sarve — up fo 50%, 60%, even 70% — with our

drscounts.

spead sales ond

We'ra sure you'D enjay your exclosve (b benefis. Bt f you eves want 1o cancel just write ond tell 5. Ifs your choice

anytime—afier you buy your one holf-price selechen. Why wait? Join BIG Music Service now ond start sving,

o If the reply cord is missing. please write 1o:

BMG Music Service, PO. Box 91300, Indianaoels, N 46791.0300.

# Porental Adveory—(onbewe exphct lyrics ond/or arwerk

2 20D sot {counts 5 2 salections)
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BMG MUSIC SERVICE

P.O. Box 81300

INDIANAPOUIS IN 46209-9254

NO POSTAGE
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IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

Start Saving! Mail This Postage-Paid Card Today.

Please accept my membershio n the BMG Music Service and serd my 7 FREE CDs as indicated. Uinder the terms
of this offer, | agree to buy Just 1 CD at half the reguiar Club price ($14.98 to $15.98) within a year. | wiil then recerve
2 more choices FREE! That's 10 for 1/2 the pnce of 1, with nothing move o iy, gver! | understand that a shipping and
handing charge will be biled for sach selecbon

@ Rush me these 7 CDs now (indicate by number):
A 2-CD set (1) counts as 2 selectons.

| i

9 | am always free to choose from any category, but | am most interested In the music catagory checked here
{check gne onty):

4.0 UGHT SOUNDS  2.0] COUNTRY 3.0 HARD ROCK 4[] SOFTROCK 8 POP 3,0 CLASSICAL{M
Batte Midier Alan Jackson Aerosmith £3on John Luciano Pavarott
Frank Sinatra Vince Gl Boston Song Itzhak Periman
60 JAZ 7.0 METAL &[] R&BDANCE 9.0 ALTERNATIVE
Devid Sanbom Partera R Momssey
Ear Kugh Matiey Crie Kefth Sweat Nine inch Nais
OMr.
(4] [j Mrs.
M Ms. (PLEASE PRINT) Frst Name Intial Last Name
Address Apt
City State Zip
Signature Phone \ )

(1) Members who choose CLASSICAL as their listening nteres: wil be so(vmd by the BMG Classical Music Servne. Photocopies of this

rsPly card are acceptable. MAIL TO: BMG Music Service, P.O. Box 91300, Indianapotts, IN 46291-0300. We resen the nght 10 mquesl
trct or cancel any membership. Limited to new members Local taxes, if amy will be added

avabable in continental USA and under spec{al anangemom in Alaska and Hawaa. Otfer not avarlabie in Puerto Rico, APO or FPO.

50%-0FF Bonus

THE BMG
MUSIC SERVICE
DIFFERENCE

From day one, every
time you buy a CO
at the regular Club

price, you're
entitied to buy another
of equal or iesser
value at half price.
With other clubs,
usually you must buy
6 or more at full price
to qualify for bonus

savings.

MS 793



Talking Heads:

Popular Favorites 1976-1982/
Sand In The Vaseline
(Wamer Bros./Sire) 01414 ¢

David Bowie:
The Singles 1969-1993
(Rykodisc) 01659 =

Judy Garland:
Judy At Carnegie Hall
{Capitol) 01782 «

The George Benson
Collection
{Wamer Bros) 01858 o

Diana Ross &
The Supremes: Anthology
{Motown) 02055 =

Stevie Wonder:
Songs In The Key Of Lite
{Motown) 02104

The Best Of Liberace
(MCA) 04712

Emerson Lake & Palmer:
Welcome Back,
My Friends, To The Show
That Never Ends—Ladies
(Victory) 05678

Jetferson Airplane:
2400 Fulton Street—
An Anthology

(RCA) 14830 «
Rush: Chronicles
(Mercury) 24059 o
Tommy:

Original Broadway Cast
(RCA Victor) 24778 =

the confusion

Parllament:
Tear The Roof Off
(1974-1980)
(Mercury} 25240 o

Saturdsy Night Fever/Sdtrk.
{Polydor) 34687 ©

Bee Gees: Greatest
(Potydor) 40288 &

The Donna Summer
Anthology
{Casablanca) 43507 o

Simon & Garfunkel:
The Concert In Central
Park (Wamer Bros.) 44008

2 more choices FREE! That's 10 for 1/2 the price of 1,
handiing charge will be billed for each selecton.

@ Rush me these 7 CDs now (indicate by number):

NOTHING MORE TO BUY, EVER!

A2CD set (1) counts as 2 selectons Instant
| 50%-OFF Bonus
© 1 am aiways tree to choose from any category, but | am most interested in the music category checked here THE BMG
(EHeck gpa oy ) MUSIC SERVICE
1.0 LIGHT SOUNDS 2. COUNTRY 3.0 HARD ROCK 4[] SOFT ROCK & POP | " D'FFERENCE
Bette Midler Alan Jackson Agrosmith Efon John || EECIEINAEEER
Frank Snatra Vince G Boekin Stng From day one, every
60 JAZ 7.0 METAL 8.0 R&BDANCE 9.0] ALTERNATIVE time you buy a CD
i iy U0 iton at the regular Club
price, you're
0 Mr. entitled to buy another
4] E Mrs. of equal or lesser
-] Ms. (PLEASE PRINT} Fust Name irval Last Name valse at half price.
Address Apt. With other clubs,
usually you must buy
City State Zp 6 or more at full price
to qualify for bonus
Signature Phone ( ) Savings.
Area code —

(1) Members who choose CLASSICAL as the listering interest will be serviced by the BMG Classicat Music Senvice. Photocopies of this
reply card are acceptable. MAIL TO: BMG Music Senvce. P.O. Box 91300 Indianapotis, IN 46291-0300. We reserve the nght to request
additional information, refect any apphcation or cancel any membership. Limited 10 new members. Local taxes, Hf any. will be added. Otfer
avalabie in continental USA and under special arrangement in Alaska and Hawaii. Offer not available in Puerto Rico, APQ or FPQ
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Madonna: The Immaculate
Collection (Sire) 54164

Chuck Berry: The Great 28
(Chess) 64137

The Best Of The Doors
(Elektra) 70407 o

The Buddy Holly
Collection (MCA) 84047

Prince: The Hits 1
(WB/Paisley Park) 02228 #

Mint Condition:
From The Mint Factory
(A&M) 03602

Natalie Cole: Take A Look
(Elektra) 03638

Aaron Hall: The Truth
(Silas/MCA) 13469

The Doors: LA. Woman
(Elektra} 00215

John Lennon & Yoko Ono:
Double Fantasy
{Caprtol) 00333

Steely Dan: Aja
(MCA) 00409

The Beach Boys: Pet
Sounds (Capitol} 00513

Jethro Tuil: Thick As A
Brick (Chrysalis) 01023

James Taylor: Sweet Baby
James (Warner Bros) 01249

Faces: A Nod Is As Good As
A Wink...To A Blind Horse
(Warmer Bros.) 01686

T. Rex: Electric Warrior
(Reprise) 02075

The Who: Tommy
(MCA} 03223

David Bowie: The Rise
And Fall Of Ziggy Stardust
And The Spiders From
Mars (Rykodisc) 10803

Jackson Browne: Running
On Empty (Elektra) 11056

Elton John: Goodbye
Yellow Brick Road
30

o
o
)
——

Dionne Warwick:

Greatest Hits
(Ansta) 00667

Ror Orbison: The Singles
Coflection (1965-1973)
(Polydor) 02025

Cher: Greatest Hits
(MCA) 02131

Paul Simon:
The Rhythm Of The Saints
(Warner Bros.) 10455

Robert Paimer:
Addictions/The Best Of
(Island) 10819

INXS:
Listen Like Thieves
(Atlantic) 14468

The Commitments/Sdirk.
(MCA) 74016

Dirty Dancing/Sdtrk.
(RCA) 82522

Beverly Hill 90210~

The College Years

(Giant) 06168

Jeft Foxworthy: You Might
Be A Redneck If..

(Warner Bros.) 06173

Gladys Night: Just For
You (MCA) 02517

(g

Best Of The Kentucky
Headhunters
{Mercury) 06044

Keith Whitley: A Tribute
Album (BNA) 05995

Bloodline (EMI} 05894

Savatage: Handtul Of Rain
(Atlantic) 05856

Barry White:
All-Time Greatest Hits
(Mercury) 05866

Steven Curtis Chapman:
Heaven In The Real World
{Sparrow) 05767

DGC Rarities Vol. 1 Sonic
Youth, Nirvana, Counting
Crows, Weezer, others.
(DGC ) 04941

Manu Dibango:
Wakatrica
(Giant) 05716

Marvin Gaye:
What's Going On
(Motown) 04913

Yes: Talk
(Victory) 04949

Travis Tritt: Ten Feet Tall
And Bulletproot

(Warner Bros.) 03244
Mood Indigo: Capitol
Sings Duke Ellington
(Capitol) 03056

Jimi Hendrix: Blues
(MCA) 03240

Keith Sweat: Get Up On It
(Elektra) 02723

Bob James: Restless
(Warner Bros.) 02740

-CLASSIC ROCK ESSENTIALS—

Fleetwood Mac: Rumours
(Warner Bros ) 24025

Blind Falth
(Polydor) 25073 %

Traffic: The Low Spark Of
High Heeled Boys
(Island) 25169
Supertramp:

Breakfast In America
(A&M) 25246

Jimi Hendrix Experience:
Are You Experienced?
(MCA) 25457

The Eagles: Hotel
California (Asylum) 30030

The Police: Zenyatta
Mondatta (A&M) 30108

Grateful Dead:
Amerlcan Beauty
(Warner Bros)) 34539

Little Feat:
Waiting For Columbus
(Wamer Bros.) 53296

Aliman Brothers Band:
Eat A Peach

(Polydor) 63353

Van Morrison: Moondance |
(Warner Bros.) 64585 I
The Band: The Last wattz
(Warner Bros)) 01636 «

Joe Cocker: Mad Dogs &
Engiishmen (A&M) 35176

Peter Frampton:
Frampton Comes Alive!
(A&M) 35180

Abbey Lincoln & Hank
Jones: When There Is
Love (Verve) 02552

At Worst...

The Best Of Culture Club
And Boy George

(SBK) 02575

Martha Reeves & The
Vandellas: Live Wirel The
Singles 1962-1972
(Motown) 21003

Tears For Fears: Tears
Rolt Down (The Hits 1982.
1992) (Fontana) 80162

Supertramp:
Classics (14 Greatest Hits)
(A&M) 04891

R.E.M.: Eponymous
(L.R.S./A&M) 00701

U2: War (Island) 24619

Talking Heads:

Speaking In Tongues
(Sire) 02421

The Best Of Blondie
(Cnrysalis) 01245

The Kinks: The Road Live
(Greatest Hits)

(MCA) 54474

Dire Straits:
Brothers In Arms
(Wamer Bros.) 14734



there’s the Software room, which gives
access to the whole system, including
exits to Windows and DOS.

ROM Revelations

The core of any multimedia com-
puter is a CD-ROM drive, which
opens the door for spectacular interac-
tive programs and can serve as a link
to your audio/video system. Packard
Bell’s built-in drive is a double-speed
model that can also play standard au-
dio CD’s and Photo CD’s. Although
drives running faster are now avail-
able, this one works well with the
computer’s 66-MHz processor, pro-
ducing smooth animation even when
full-screen pictures are displayed.
Thanks to their incredible data storage
capacity. CD-ROM’s are ideal for run
ning space-hungry software with high-
resolution graphics, animation, and
sound (some programs are simply too
big to fit on the average hard disk).

he CD-ROM market is tlourish-

ing, with many ofterings aimed

at the music lover. You can fol-

low the history of jazz, trace the

evolution of blues, study musical

instruments, and go beyond
mere listening. For example, the three-
disc Warner Bros. CD-ROM version
of Mozart's The Magic Flute not only
lets you listen to an audio recording of
the opera, but you can also follow its
libretto in English or German. feed
major arias to a MIDI keyboard, view
historic costumes, study the original
playbill, or even compare Florence
Foster Jenkins's numbing rendition of
the Queen of the Night’s aria.

Getting the most out of such CD-
ROM’s requires a decent audio pack-
age. Packard Bell’s 16-bit sound card
does quite well, but the same cannot
be said of the supplied speakers,
which fail to deliver any discernible
bass. You probably won’t want to lis-
ten to your CD’s on this computer un-
less you hook it up to your existing
audio system or upgrade to decent
speakers. Packard Bell offers two
powered-speaker options, and excel-
lent third-party replacement candi-
dates include Advent’s Powered Part-
ners AV370 ($399 a pair, formerly
available under the Acoustic Research
name) and SoundWorks by Henry
Kloss, an under-$200 system from
Cambridge SoundWorks consisting of
two magnetically shielded 3-inch-cube
speakers that play above 150 Hz and a
powered bass module containing a
4'4-inch woofer for lower frequencies.

Packard Bell’s Audiostation soft-
ware allows you to control the audio
features. Various modules. which look
like conventional stereo components,
appear on the screen and can be
stacked on top of each other. The sys-
tem includes an audio mixer and mod-
ules for a CD player, a DAT recorder,
and a MIDI device. The MIDI module
can record a single track to the hard
disk even without an external MIDI
device, but if you plug in a MIDI key-
board you can bring up the MIDI Or-
chestrator for multitrack creations.

Multimedia Pluses

Other intriguing bells and whistles
that make this computer a true multi-

Puckurd Bell’s
multimedia software
includes an audio
mixer and control
modules for external

audio components.

media system include the on-board fax
modem (offered as a standard feature)
and the optional TV card. By now fax
modems are common, but this sys-
tem’s FaxWorks 3.0 software adds
many other features, among them op-
tional telephone-answering and voice-
messaging systems. This is one of the
most tlexible and easy-to-use commu-
nications packages I have tried. For in-
stance, you can retransmit an incon-
ing fax to any fax device you choose,
and you can have it fax (or phone to a
digital beeper) notifications of all re-

ceived faxes and voice messages. Iff

you are home to receive a fax, you can
modify it with text or a drawing while
it’s still on your screen, then forward it
or return it to the sender with your
comments. Everything is controlled
from the Call Center, a user-friendly
graphic interface. Oddly enough, the
Multimedia System does not come
with a microphone, although it offers
many opportunities to use one.

The optional, cable-ready TV card
(PBTV3) is not quite as useful, but it is
fun. The picture quality is generally
good, and you can watch TV even

while other computer programs are
running. The size of the TV screen-
within-a-screen is fully adjustable, and
it can be dragged to any location on the
monitor. All operations. including fine
adjustments, can be controlled with the
mouse or the keyboard. The card also
has an audio/video line input for a
VCR, camcorder, or laserdisc player, a
stereo headphone jack. and an RF port
(with a coaxial adaptor) for direct con-
nection to cable or an antenna. Double-
clicking the mouse on an area of the
picture zooms in on it, and a keystroke
freezes it for closer scrutiny or capture
to the hard disk. The picture can then
be brought up and modified in the
Windows Paintbrush graphics pro-
gram. Packard Bell also offers an op-
tional FM card but did not include one
with my evaluation system.

Software Galore

According to Packard Bell, the Mul-
timedia System comes with twenty-
seven pre-installed or bundled soft-
ware packages, but that’s a bit of a
stretch. Unless | missed something,
that connt includes Windows and sev-
eral utilities. But there is Microsoft
Money (a personal-finance program),
Microsoft Works (word-processing,
spreadsheet. database. and communi-
cations in one package), and The New
Grolier Multimedia Encyclopedia. Of
the eight other supplied CD-ROM’s,
most contain software for children, in-
cluding a lot of fluff that even Kids
will soon tire of.

learly, Packard Bell’s Multimedia

System was designed for family

use, which makes it less appeal-

ing—mnot to say downright waste-

ful—to an adult who simply wants

a multimedia computer. As an Ap-
ple Macintosh user. I was not im-
pressed with the DOS-based system’s
relatively crude graphics. and, although
T am no newcomer to Windows, | had
forgotten how awkward that interface
really is. Yes, the system’s communica-
tions capability impressed me, and only
the pre-installed Prodigy software gave
me trouble (it went into a dialing loop
each time, which is Prodigy’s fault),
but I could not in good conscience rec-
ommend it over some of the similarly
priced Macintosh models. Packard Bell
has done a splendid job of humanizing
the PC—the Multimedia System’s
functionality and ease of use are re-
markable—but when I ran the same
programs on both plattorms, Macintosh
was the clear winner.
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ban Everything
Be Tested?

etiers from readers keep reminding

me of some of the limitations of lab-

oratory testing when it comes 10

defining the worth (or lack thereof)

of certain products. Actually, I don’t

need to be reminded—1I’ve long been
aware of them.

Measurements are easy enough 10
make, given the availability of suitable
test tacilities. Interpreting the results can
be quite another matter, however. For ex-
ample, one reader wonders about why, in
his experience, replacing the inexpensive
ceramic capacitors and other components
in old amplifiers with higher-grade parts
yields “stunning results” (his words). He
wonders why, if the higher-grade parts
have measurably (and perhaps audibly)
better qualities, equipment built with
them doesn’t test “better” as well. As he
points out. modern state-of-the-art record-
ing studios don’t use cheap components
in their mixing boards or D/A converters.

I can think of several reasons for this
situation. The source material recording
studios work with is, by definition, the
ultimate standard—"tive” music (or, at
most, a small step removed from it). Pre-
sumably any unwanted degradation, no
matter how slight, should be eliminated
or minimized in the recording process.
The end result of the mixing and any ana-
log-to-digital or digital-to-analog conver-
sion processes, culminating in an edited
CD or tape version of the program, is a
very different thing from the original per-
formance, however, and 1 don’t think
anyone would argue that one could ever
be mistaken for the other.

Insisting that consumer products de-
signed for use in home playback systems
be held to the same standards would be
unreasonable and probably of little val-
ue—if not to everyone, at least to the typ-
ical user. Certainly most such products
would be unaffordable by the average
person. Some people, perhaps, such as the
reader who asked me about it, can hear an
improvement from replacing old compo-
nents with higher-grade parts, but I sus-
pect that most would not be able to detect
it if the comparison were truly blind.
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BY JULIAN HIRSCH

Probably the major reason | have never
commented on this supposed effect is that
I have never heard it (nor have | ever
measured any benefit attributable to pre-
mium parts). If you believe there is such
an improvement, however, then by all
means enjoy it—I certainly wouldn't try
1o change your mind!

On a related subject, another reader
asks if there is some way 10 test premium
interconnect and speaker cables, widely
touted (mostly by their manufacturers and
dealers) for their impressive sonic bene-
fits. He notes, quite logically, that “You
can test everything else, why wouldn’t
you be able to test a wire?”

There is really not a lot that can be
measured (nondestructively) on an audio
interconnect cable. The most important
electrical characteristic is the capacitance
between channels (assuming that it is a
dual-conductor cable), with the other pa-
rameters of inductance and resistance be-

Measuremenis are
easy enough to make,
but interpreting the
results can be quite

another matter.

ing essentially out of the picture. Very
few audio components have input or out-
put impedances so high that a few hun-
dred picotarads can affect the system fre-
quency response in the audio range (actu-
ally, I cannot remember the last time 1 en-
countered one so poorly designed). Even
shielding. necessary as it is. is rarely a
critical consideration in a home installa-
tion. Many cable manufacturers stress the
mechanical quality of their products, but
only once in my forty or so years in this
field have 1 encountered cables deficient
in this respect.

In the case of speaker cables, the only
electrical parameter normally of any sig-
nificance is the DC resistance. Unless you
are running very long lines to your speak-
ers (say. more than 50 feet) or using wire
thinner than 18-gauge, resistance is not
likely 10 be a problem. The metallurgical
qualities (except as they affect resistance)

and weave of the wire and the diameter
of the cable have no effect on its audible
performance that I have been able 10
discern. The connectors should be well
made, especially if they are to be inserted
and removed trequently. and such niceties
as gold plating can do no harm and may
reduce corrosion or oxidation over time.
But in the end, I don’t think there’s
enough to investigate or say about them
10 justify testing them.

Another reader would like to see a re-
view of surge protectors. The value of
such a device depends on your individual
situation. In some areas the power service
is trregular, with occasional transient
voliage fluctuations and noise “spikes”
superimposed on the nominally sinu-
soidal 120-voli, 60-Hz voltage. Presum-
ably such conditions can create audible
noise or other artifacts in an audio play:
back system, and in severe cases possibly
cause damage. A surge protector, inserted
between the audio components and the
power line, presumably limits the peak
level of any voltage transients in the pow-
er line, protecting the audio system.

1 say “presumably’” because 1 am
blessed with a remarkably stable, “clean™
power service (years ago, il was not so
good, but our local power company has
done a topnotch job of improving ser-
vice). At any rate, my line voltage is a
constant 122 to 123 volts, and there is
never a transient noise to interfere with
the operation of audio, video, or comput-
er components.

Computers are (uite susceptible to
transient line-voltage “glitches.” which
can corrupt data or even damage the com-
puter circuitry. This situation has logical-
ly led to the development of a host of
surge suppressors ol varying degrees of
sophistication, and these are now being
advertised in audio publications as well
as computer magazines. Typically. they
resemble multiple-outlet AC connection
strips, usually with a power switch,
though some are more elaborate.

Testing a surge protector would require
the simulation of a 120-volt power line

‘with transient signals of controllable am-

plitude and duration. Equipment for such
simulation is not something to be found
in every audio test lab. In light of the rela-
tively infrequent and minor problems re-
sulting from typical line transients, com-
pared with the myriad of more conven-
tional audio system difficulties, we do not
currently consider it a priority.



Here's a switch - speakers that change with you.

In the past, you bought a specific speaker to do a
specific job. When your needs changed, typically so did
your speaker. NHT introduces the future: The VT-1A. A rev-
olutionary new speaker that goes from optimum surround
sound to tight, focused audio at the flip of a switch.

Move from center aisle at the cinema, to third seat
flute section, as fast as you can turn your wrist. Because
we've taken home theater to a new level. Where the
choice is no longer between movies and music, it's
between NHT and everybody else.

USE YOUR HERD.

Now Hear This. Inc.. 535 Getty Count. Bldg. A, Benicia, CA 94510
For the NHT dealer nearest you: (U.S.) call 1-800-NHT-9993; (Canada) Artech Electronics Ltd., (514) 631-6448
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Our Home Theater Speakers
are a product of
their environment

If Ol "ﬁlHF ‘” .:1 "I-:-l:‘-—] I\_‘ ‘J ( IPL‘F )0 u ':.‘M—*
were out bf your reach. I invite you to audition the new Atlantlc
Technology System 250 at your earliest convenience.

The truth is that only a small group of manufacturers
really know how to design good Home Theater equip-
ment — and Atlantic Technology is one of the best.
Our designers spend as much time at the movies

as they do at their Macs. In fact, many of us here
were involved in creating the world’s first Home
Theater back in 1981. That's why when it came to
System 250, we had our toughest critics in mind —
ourselves. This is the system we want to live with:
compact, accurate, powerful and affordable.

Our System 250 speakers are a product of their

environment — both the home and the movie theater.

And, unlike some manufacturers who merely re-label

their existing speakers as “Home Theater,” we've built

each Atlantic Technology model with a specific task in mind, whether
it's a timbre-adjusting center channel speaker, a “power directed”
subwoofer, minimum diffraction front speakers, or spatially enhanced
surround speakers.

There’s an old expression that says “things like that only happen in the
movies.” Atlantic Technology makes it happen in your home.

/P;ter Tribeman
President, Atlantic Technology

R ————

Call or write for information to:

Norwood, MA 02062

343 Vanderbilt Avenue Dept. ABCD

Phone 617-762-6300 Fax 617-762-6868
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Tactn ke

Technics SA-TX1000 A/V Recelver

DAVID RANADA © TECHNICAL EDITOR

esigning a Home THX receiver
can’t be easy. Not only do the
engineers have to add to a nor-
mal receiver all the THX pro-
cessing used to modify the out-
puts of a Dolby Pro Logic de-
coder, but they must also comply with
demanding THX specifications for the
power-amplifier sections. So it’s per-

haps no wonder that Technics, one of

the first companies to issue THX-cer-
tified home theater equipment, is only
the second to produce a Home THX
receiver, the SA-TX1000.

The SA-TX1000 does indeed meet

those requirements, with ratings of

120 watts per channel to the front

speakers at 1 kHz into 6 ohms in sur-

round mode and 130 watts per channel

in regular stereo operation (a negligi-

ble 0.35-dB difference). The surround

channels are driven by separate 55-
2 watt amplifiers. This high power capa-
- bility—480 watts total—is obtained
§ from what is a relatively small enclo-
¢ sure, though the SA-TX1000 is still
2 large and heavy for a receiver.

Technics says the receiver’s com-
pactness is made possible by the com-
pany’s new Class H+ amplifier circuit,
which is designed to enable high pow-
er outputs with less heat dissipation
than is possible with conventional
Class AB amplifiers. And to reduce
heat-sinking requirements further,
there is a low-noise fan in the back
that comes on when the power output
rises beyond a certain point.

For a top-of-the-line A/V receiver,

DIMENSIONS
17 INCHES WIDE, 64 INCHES HIGH,
16% INCHES DEEP

WEIGHT
30'% POUNDS

PRICE
$1.200

MANUFACTURER
TECHNICS, MATSUSHITA CONSUMER
ELECTRONICS CO., DEPT. SR, ONE PANASONIC
Way, SECAUCUS, NJ 07094

the SA-TX1000 has a comparatively
small feature set. In addition to the in-
ternal AM/FM tuner, there are only
five external inputs, designated for a
CD player, an audio tape deck, a laser-
disc player, a videocassette recorder
(VCRI), and a videocassette player
(VCR2). The VCR2 inputs are acces-
sible on the front panel as well as the
back. Both composite- and S-video
connections are provided for the laser-
disc player and VCRI, but, as usual,
there is no conversion between for-
mats, only separate composite- and S-
video monitor outputs. There is no
phono input.

Rear-panel connections include am-
plifier outputs for one complete set of
home theater speakers (left, center,
right, and two surrounds), as well as a
set of surround-decoder line-level out-
puts. All incorporate Home THX pro-
cessing when it is switched in. There
is also a subwoofer output with a
built-in 24-dB-per-octave crossover
fixed at the THX standard of 80 Hz.
Turning this output on with its nearby
switch also switches in 80-Hz, 12-dB-
per-octave high-pass filters on the out-
puts to the other speakers, promoting
cleaner sound by relieving them of the
burden of trying to reproduce frequen-
cies that are already being handled by
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the subwoofer. Other rear-panel facili-
ties include two switched AC conve-
nience outlets, outputs for a second set
of left/right stereo speakers, and the
AM and FM antenna connectors.
Surround modes number three: stan-
dard Dolby Pro Logic, THX, and Dol-
by 3 Stereo (a Pro Logic mode that
folds the surround outputs into the

tront speakers it you don’t have sepa-
rate surround speakers). Switching to
THX mode throws in all three pro-
cessing functions required for Home
THX certification: re-equalization (a
mild high-frequency rolloff to compen-
sate, for proper balance in the home,
soundtracks originally equalized for
theater playback), surround decorrela-

MEASUREMENTS

AMPLIFIER SECTION
All data are for stereo operation.
Output at clipping (| kHz)
8 ohms 135 watts
Clipping headroom (re rated output)

8 ohms 03dB
Dynamic power

8 ohms. 156 watts
4 ohms 241 watts
Dynamic headroom (re rated output)

8 ohms I dB
Distortion at rated power

(125 watts, | kHz)

8 ohms 0.021%
4 ohms 0.028%
Sensitivity

(for 1-walt output into 8 ohms) 29 mV
Noise (re |-watt output, A-wid, 76.5 dB

Frequency response
20 Hz 10 20 kHz 0.2 dB

Tone-control range

100 Hz

10 kHz

19 dB
+10,-11dB

TUNER SECTION
All data are for FM only except frequency re-
sponse.
Sensitivity (50-dB quieting)

mono 19 dBf
stereo 30 dBf
Signal-to-noise ratio (at 65 dBf)

mono - 76.5 dB
stereo .45 dB (limited by pilot leakage)

Distortion (THD+N at 65 dBf)
mono ...037"%

stereo 2.6% (mostly pilot leakage)

Capture ratio (at 65 dBf) 1.5dB
AM rejection 55dB
Selectivity

alternate-channel .66.5 dB
adjacent-channel 7.2dB
Pilot-carrier leakage

19-kHz -35 dB
38-kHz -72dB
Hum (120 Hz) -78 dB
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Channel separation

100 kz . 31dB
I kHz ... 45dB
10 kHz 435 dB
Frequency response

FM 20 Hz 10 20 kHz +0. -2 dB
AM .. 150 Hz 10 2 kHz +0.2, -3 dB

DOLBY PRO LOGIC PERFORMANCE
Unless specified as for Home THX, all mea-
surements are for unmodified Dolby Pro Log-
ic operation.

Frequency response

left, right 20 Hz to 20 kHz +0.3. 0.2 dB
center 20 Hz to 20 kHz +0.3, —1.1 dB
surround 31.1 Hz to 7.2 kHz +0.14, -3 dB
Noise (A-wtd.)

lef1, right -72.4dB
center -74.7dB
surround —63.2dB
Distortion (THD+N, | kHz)

left. right .0.033%
center 0.027%
surround .0.074%
Surround decoder input-overload
margins (ai | kHz)

left, right (re 2-volt input) +i.1 dB
center (re 1.414-volt input) +3.4dB
surround (re 1.414-volt input +0.8 dB

Surround-channel noise-reduction
calibration error

Home THX mode (re 141.4 mV) .0dB
Home THX re-equalization error

+0.2 dB at 16 kHz
Home THX surround-channel

worst case

equalization error
worsl case +0.62dB at 1.6 kHz
Channel separation (100 11z 1o 7 kHz)

left output, right driven >36 dB
left output, center driven >30dB
left output. surround driven >36 dB
center output, left driven >44 B
center output, surround driven .>50dB
surround output. left driven >39 dB
surround output. center driven >35 dB

tion (a continuous phase scrambling of
the two surround outputs relative 10
each other, to increase diffusion and
reduce localizability of the surround
speakers), and surround timbre match-
ing (to more closely match the sound
coming from side-mounted surrounds
with that from the fronts).

Besides the input-selector and sur-
round-mode switches, other front-pan-
el facilities include the large tuning
and volume knobs, a Va-inch head-
phone jack, the speaker selector
switches. and small bass, treble, and
balance knobs. The thirty-preset tuner
section can be tuned in several differ-
ent ways. controlled by mode buttons
and a numerical keypad. Finally, a
complete set of surround-setup con-
trols are provided for surround delay
(15 to 30 milliseconds in 5-millisec-
ond steps). center mode, and the rela-
tive level of each speaker. The THX
level-match test signal is activated by
another button, and the subwooter out-
put is thoughtfully included in the sig-
nal sequence.

On the test bench, the SA-TX1000
proved to be a competent performer,
capable of delivering large amounts
of short-term power 1o low-impedance
loads. Following the present fashion,
the tone controls provide small changes
in response for the first half of their
rotation in either direction. The FM
tuner section was average 10 good, the
AM section (as usual) average 10 bad.
with the dismal frequency response
that is all too common to the breed.

Measured surround performance
was generally fine. Particularly good
was the perfect surround-channel level
calibration in THX mode. Still. while
the surround noise reduction had good
frequency tracking. it overexpanded
by about 2 dB at the lowest test level
(—40 dB referred to a 141.4-millivolt
input), meaning that the surround
speakers will be about 2 dB too soft
when the program material’s surround
content is low. This error is slightly
larger than we have been seeing lately
but is of little obvious audible conse-
quence. More significant is the some-
what higher than average noise in the
surround outputs, which can become
audible in some situations if you’re
seated outside the null of a Home
THX surround speaker.



OMNIMOUNT:

raises home theater sound
to new helghts

THE UNIVERSAL MOUIV TING KIT

Mount your speakers and
maximize your home theater
experiencel For the highest
sound quality, speakers must be
mounted above obstacles and
acoustically focused within their
environment. For this reason,
cinema sound designers
everywhere use the industry
standard, OmniMount® Systems.

Engineered with carbon steel,
aircraft aluminum and ultra-
strength polymers, OmniMount
Systemns offer the most versatile,
attractive and easy-to-use
mounting hardware for speakers
of all sizes.

OmniMount’s Universal
Mounting Kit comes in a variety
of configurations to fit your exact
needs. It also comes complete
with everything you need to
install speakers to just about any
surface — including drywall,
wood and brick.

Available at retailers that sell
home theater products, The
Universal Mounting Kit will raise
your home theater investment to
its highest level.

If you can't find the Universal
Mounting Kit, call us at

(602) 829-8000 or fax us at
(602) 756-9000.

OmniMount® Systems
are ldeall

Suited for
Mountin ome THX®
Loudspeakers

THX® 15 a regrstened trademark of Lucasfitm. Ltd

Ouam 7
Made in rhe /‘

Great Southwest /+ » + »

©1994 OmniMount Systems. Inc. All ights reserved. *OmmniMount” Is a registered trademark of OmniMourt Systems, Inc. OmniMount products ara covered by patent nghts issued and/or pending.

Maximize sourd
coverage and
quality in your
listening area.

THE UNIVERSAL MOUNTING KIT™ ‘
- Create more usable

RST-From wall to back li\/ing space.

The Universal
Mounting Kit lets
you mount any
speaker just atout
/1 anywhere —walls,
IST-From ceiling to bp ce“iqgsl decks_
cab.net tops, end
other surfaces

Everything yo 1

need to install
= speakers is

RST-fromeabnettod  included.

THE UNIVERSAL AMTOUNTING KIT

RWX-From wall to RWX-From wall to top
bottom

CVNIMOUNT:

RWX-From side wall to RWX-From side wall
bottom to top

RWX-From celling
to back

RWX-From cabinet
top to back

OMNIMCUNT

All models avallable in SYSTEMS

basic black and Navajo white.
25 RST & 25 RWX support up to 8 Lbs.
53 RST & 53 RWX support up to 15 Lbs.

If you need to mount even larger speakers - OmniMount
manufactures a wide range of modeis In different sizes and
configurations to support from ounces to hundreds of pounds.

1501 West 17th Street
Tempe, Arizona 85281
{602) 829-8000

fax: (602) 756-9000
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For this price and power level, users
might reasonably expect real multiway
binding posts for speaker connectors.
With the SA-TX1000, if you try to in-
sert dual banana plugs—still the easi-
est-to-use high-current speaker con-
nectors—you’ll find that the “jacks”
are not quite spaced correctly and that.
in any event. the connectors are actu-
ally thumbscrew terminals that accept

only stripped wires. In the absence of

genuine banana-plug-compatible bind-
ing posts, it would be betier to have
connectors more conveniently tinger-
spaced for easy and reliable hookup
than the ones supplied. And in this
price range. I would prefer to see
something better than the thumb-
screws used as the FM antenna input,
which on other, less-expensive re-
ceivers is sometimes a real F connec-
tor. Even the supplied AM antenna
comes with its own plug-in connector.

here are a few other ergonomic
problems with the rear panel,
though none of them major. The
audio and video connectors are
arranged so that it is very confus-
ing to change connections by
tfeeling around from the front. Also,
the surround- and center-channel de-
coder-output jacks are turned on only
when at least one of the front-panel
speaker switches is turned on. The
reason is probably to reduce switching
complexity within the receiver and to
prevent user confusion when turning
off all the speaker switches fails to
urn off all the speakers in systems us-
ing external amplifiers for those chan-
nels. On the other hand, it makes it in-
convenient to use the decoder outputs
to drive a remote surround system.
There are plenty of things to admire
about the SA-TXI1000’s operation,
however. The tuning knob, for exam-
ple. can be switched into auto-search
or a flywheel-like manual mode. You
can also tune by direct numerical input
of the station frequency via the front-
panel buttons (the numerical buttons
on the remote select only among pre-
sets). Selection of which VCR2 input
is active is via a front-panel button,
which gives the receiver an additional
A/V input, though one that is not al-
ways accessibie from the remote. And
whatever else [ might not have liked
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about them, the speaker connectors
are logically arrayed: The upper con-
nectors all go to left-channel speakers.

The lettering showing the selected
input in the front-panel display is easy
to read from across the room. The dis-
play is also tied 1o the potentially use-
ful panic bution, which is located next
1o the volume control knob and la-
beled <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>