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fact:

Shure microphones

do something great for
all these great voices.

ta

Look beyond a Shure microphone and you're likely to spot a star. And
that is especially true in Nashville. Country superstars insist on Shure
microphones because of the consistent reliability and clear, natural
sound that make these microphones the “Sound of the Professionals.”
Make them part of YOUR next performance. Ask your Shure dealer
about Shure microphones and tell him Bill, “Crash,” Crystal, Mickey,
Tom T., Sonny, George, Loretta, Barbara, Ronnie, Eddie, Charlie,
Conway, LeRoy, and Tammy sent you.

Send for the free Shure Booklet, “Shure Microphones,” AL314J.

S SHURE §

Shure Brothers Inc., 222 Hartrey Ave., Evanston, IL 60204, In Canada: A. C. Simmonds & Sons Limited
Manufacturers of high fidelity components, microphones, sound systems and related circuitry.
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HOSTS

ROY CLARK ¢ BARBARA MANDRELL ¢ DENNIS WEAVER

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

LONI ANDERSON

JERRY LEE LEWIS

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

DINAH SHORE
FREDDY FENDER ¢ CHARO

BARBARA MANDRELL

FOSTER BROOKS

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

HERVE VELLECHAIZE ¢ BARBI BENTON

KENNY ROGERS ¢ DOTTIE WEST

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

DONNA FARGO ¢ CLAUDE AKINS

OAKRIDGE BOYS

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

PATTI PAGE

SUSIE ANDERSON e CRISTY LANE ¢ ZELLA LEHR

CHARLY McCLAIN ¢ BONNIE TYLER
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AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

CONWAY TWITTY ¢ LARRY GATLIN

ROY CLARK

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

JAN-MICHAEL VINCENT ¢ DAVE & SUGAR

DALLAS COWBOYS’ CHEERLEADERS

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

ROY CLARK

LORETTA LYNN

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

DAN HAGGERTY ¢ MICKEY GILLEY

DON WILLIAMS
DENNIS WEAVER

JON CONLEE ¢ KENNY O’DELL ® RONNIE McDOWELL
CON HUNLEY e LEE DRESSER

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

WALT GARRISON ¢ STELLA PARTON

EDDIE RABBITT

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS

PRISCILLA PRESLEY
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MESSAGE FROM THE
PRESIDENT

T onite you are witnessing a milestone, an historical
event. Since its inception, one of the major goals of the
Academy has been to have the national exposure so vital to
growth and acceptance. With tonite’s award show this goal,
this dream, is a reality.

I am exceedingly proud of all of you who have worked so
hard to reach this goal.

Indeed this is another beginning for the Academy for we
must live up to our stated purpose of promoting the cause
of country music around the world . . . and all the world will
watch our progress. ’

At no time during its history has country music grown
more in stature and acceptance than during this past year.

| believe that country music and the Academy has reached
its time.

And, I'm proud to be your President.

MESSAGE FROM THE @ Mﬁ/

CHAIRMAN RON MARTIN

ELCOME . . . The Academy of Country Music is

happy you could join us, “tonight is Country Music
Night”. It began 15 years ago and the momentum has built
to tonight’s climax. A live prime time two hour show on
NBC makes the Academy a main room act!

Tonight the Ac&demy has an opportunity to give back to
country music and its industry some of what it has received.
We will pay tribute to some of country music’s finest for the
year 1978. This is our vocal and visual way of honoring
those who, voted by the membership, have contributed in
an outstanding manner to the acceptance of country music
world-wide.

Tonight, [ also want to express my appreciation to the
Officers, Board of Directors, the committees, radio stations,
clubs and last but certainly not least, the membership, with-
out whose support we could not have continued our for-
ward movement. .

On behalf of the Academy, we thank all the performers,
presentors, nominee’s and YOU for participating in this
“giant” step forward that will be considered an historical
evening in the annals of the ACM.

Country Music, it’s fans,

friends and YOU make it ¢ (/
all worthwhile . . . %

BILL BOYD
8 ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC







Your Hosts For The Evening:

Barbara Mandrell

Born in Houston on Christmas Day, 1948, Barbara Mandrell
learned to read music before she could read the English language.
At age five her mother began teaching her to play the 24 bass
accordion, and Barbara has not stopped singing and playing
since. “The biggest problem”, says Barbara's dad and personal
manager Irby Mandrell, “was to get her not to practice. We had to
force her to go outside and play with other kids”.

Barbara's first job took her to Chicago and a musical instrument
trade fair, Joe Maphis heard Barbara play and insisted she go with
him to Las Vegas to perform on his show there. Since that time
Barbara has been able to spend very little time off stage. She not
only sings but plays steel guitar, banjo, saxaphone and electric
bass in the course of a show.

A self-admitted extrovert, Barbara reveres the feeling of being
on stage in front of audiences in any kind of arena, from fair-
grounds to the Felt Forum. But merely being in front of audiences
is not enough. She believes in giving her fans 100% of the enter-
tainment they pay to see, and she is never satisfied in giving
anything less.
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Roy Clark

Country music superstar Roy Clark is a man of so many talents
spanning so many mediums that a reviewer once said of him,
“The only critical remark I can think of is that Roy’s dancing could
possibly improve”.

The man is a master musician, relying predominately on guitar,
12 string acoustic. banjo and fiddle. although he can “get by” on
five others. “Boy can he play.” noted guitar designer Leo Fender
has been quoted as saying, “If you listen to him play anything,
then you can have some concept of what the guitar can do.”

Roy records hit songs for the MCA Label; he composes string
instrumentals; he is a much sought-after guest on major network
and syndicated television shows and specials. Roy is also a pioneer,
he was one of the first to establish country music as a popular and
highly successful attraction along the Las Vegas strip, and now
plays the main showroom of the Frontier Hotel 12 weeks each
year. He is the first country music performer ever to be enshrined
in the world famous Movieland Wax Museum in Buena Park,
California, and is the first country music artist ever to headline his
own show in the Soviet Union during an unprecedented three
week concert tour there in 1976.

Things weren’t always first class for Roy Clark, at least not
career wise, like everyone else he paid his dues working small,
smokey clubs, an opening act for more established artists, side-
man for others. Winning the nations Country Music Banjo
Championship at the age of 16, coming back the following year to
win it again and a special guest appearance at Nashville’s Grand

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC



Ole Opry whetted Roy’s appetite for a musical career.

His aspirations proved a winner, as awards and honors for his
achievements have been lavish. Voted Entertainer of the Year in
the same year by the Country Music Association and the Aca-
demy of Country Music (twice in succession from the ACM), he
has held the title of Country Music Star from the American Guild
of Variety Artists. In 1975 Roy joined other special personalities
when a “star” was set on his behalf on Hollywood Boulevard’s
famous Walk of Fame.

Roy has been honored by the Tulsa, Oklahoma Board of Edu-
cation having an elementary school named for him and has
received the Spirit of Life Award from the City of Hope because
of his various humanitarian endeavors, including support of the
Childrens Medical Center of Tulsa which receives proceeds from
the annual Roy Clark Celebrity Golf Classic.

Roy Clark is also a pilot, operating from the left front seat of his
Mitsubishi prop jet that whisks him from one concert date to the
next, 250 annually. He’s a radio broadcaster, a photographer, a
boat captain, a gentleman rancher, an outdoorsman, a hqrse
racing enthusiast (particularly when it involves a winner from his
stable), a businessman and even a President of Roy Clark’s
Dieter's Choice, the new line of weight control foods.

We of the Academy of Country Music are proud to have this
“superstar” as one of our hosts for this evening’s show.

Dennis Weaver

If one had to select a single word to describe Dennis Weaver,
perhaps “commitment” would be the most appropriate.

Dennis Weaver is a man with strong beliefs; religious, social,
political and moral. That is not to say that he considers himself to
be a paragon of virtue. His undeniable success must partially be
attributed to his inner strength and a sense of commitment he
brings to every endeavor.

Weaver made two roles his own — the immortal and Emmy
winning Chester, sidekick to James Arness’ Matt Dillon, who
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limped through the first nine years of “Gunsmoke”, and the tall
walking marshal from Taos, New Mexico, “McCloud”. A work-a-
holic, Weaver wasted no time bemoaning the cancellation of
“McCloud”, after seven successful years. “Although it’s interest-
ing to note the show was the sixth most popuiar in the country the
week it was cancelled”, he recalls wonderingly. Dennis has just
completed one of the busiest periods of his professional career
totaling an incredible 23 hours of programing over all three major
television networks during the 1978-79 season.

Weaver's versatility as an actor has been firmly established
through the many diverse roles he’s played and has given wing to
his considerable singing, song writing and comedic abilities which
he has demonstrated on such shows as “Hee Haw”, “The Flip
Wilson Show”, “The Sonny and Cher Comedy Hour”".And, he
has appeared on several talk shows including multiple appear-
ances on “The Tonight Show” and “Dinah”.

Dennis was born and brought up in Joplin, Mo. He was a top-
flight athlete during his high school and college days and divided
his time almost equally between his dramatic studies and sports.
He set many football and track field records, some of which
remain unbroken to this day. He was hailed as one of the Mid-
wests top high school athletes. He spent a year at Joplin Junior
College before he decided to interrupt his education and join the
Naval Reserve. He was discharged as an ensign after 27 months
in the Navy Air Force.

Dennis resumed his education by enrolling at Oklahoma Uni-
versity. It was the first time in seven years that this school had a
man who could qualify in the decathlon and Weaver led his
college squad to national championships and to first place honors
in all competition with other Midwestern universities.

In 1948, Dennis represented his school at the New York try-
outs for the Olympic games and placed sixth in the nation out of
36 entrants. While at Oklahoma University, Dennis managed to
maintain an active participation in many of the dramatic produc-
tions in addition to his athletic endeavors and scholastic pursuits
and won himself the title of “Most Versatile Man”.

Weaver married the former Gerry Stowell, whom he met while
in college. They now have three sons and live in a beautiful and
spacious house in the West San Fernando Valley.

By nature, Dennis is not one to stay inactive. He and his wife,
Gerry, devote much of their time to community activities, chari-
table groups and organizations in their community in Calabasas,
where they were named “Family Of The Year” by their neighbors
and cited for their “outstanding moral, social and civic leadership”.
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Congratulations on Your Nominations:

* Top Male Vocalist of the Year

% Song of the Year “The Gambler”
% Entertainer of the Year

A
UNITED ARTISTS RECORDS




Congratulations on Your Nominations:
 Vocal Group of the Year
* Album of the Year “Everytime Two Fools Collide.” vk A i




COME TO WHERE THE MUSIC IS —
CAPITOL COUNTRY!

NOMINATIONS 1978:

Anne Murray/Album Of The Year: “Let’s Keep It That Way”
Song Of The Year: “You Needed Me”
Top Female Vocalist

Don Schlitz/ Song Of The Year: “The Gambler”

Lee Dresser/Top New Male Vocalist

Asleep At The Wheel/Band Of The Year (Touring)

Original Texas Playboys/Band Of The Year (Touring)

ARTISTS 1978:
Glen Campbell « Jessi Colter « Billy “Crash” Craddock ¢
Kenny Dale « Freddie Hart « LaCosta « Mel McDaniel « Chip Taylor ¢
Gene Watson « Karen Wheeler

?g\; T 0‘?
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© 1979 CAPITOL RECORDS, INC.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 6, 1979

Country music is a cherished and jubilant part
of our American heritage. It is the heartstring
of America: an honest expression of our deepest
emotions, through music and lyrics that are
uniguely ours.

Country music's inspiration is drawn from the
everyday experiences of a people who are free
in spirit, thought and conviction. I am grati-
fied that this national art form has gained
appreciation and acclaim.

The Academy of Country Music's Fourteenth Annual
Awards Show honors those who have distinguished
themselves in the country music world. It gives
Rosalynn and me great pleasure to congratulate
the award recipients. We applaud your efforts,
and we send our warmest wishes to the millions
of country music fans who support and encourage
your talent.

s

~—

ny (B

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC
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THANKS, ACADEMY, FOR

___ KEEPING IT COUNTRY...

" AND CONGRATULATIONSTO
OUR ARTISTS FOR
KEEPING US COUNTRY!

NOMINEES FOR THE 14TH ANNUAL
ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS...

HARGUS
“PIG" ROBBINS

ALL-STAR BAND

» KEYBOARD
EDDIE RABBITT SUSIE ALLANSON
TOP MALE TOP NEW
VOCALIST FEMALE VOCALIST

d)

El kt /A yl mR
179 AW



State of California

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE
SACRAMENTO 95814

916/445-4571

EDMUND G. BROWN JR.

GOVERNOR

In reflecting the American way of life through
song, country music has contributed greatly to our na-
tion's heritage. 1Its rhythm, its melody, its poignant
expression of feeling--all combine to produce an art form
which has brought enjoyment to many.

Therefore, I am pleased to extend my greetings
to all those attending the 1l4th Annual Academy of Country
Music Awards Show. Your support of country music helps
to keep alive an important American tradition and is to
be commended.

Best wishes for a successful occasion.

Si

EDMYND G. |[BROWN JR.

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC



Most Country music played on
radio and most Country music hits

are licensed by BML.

Congratulations to these writers of
the 101 most performed Country songs
in the BMI repertoire
April 1, 1977 to March 31, 1978

Donald Addrisi

Richard Addrisi

Arthur Alexander Jr.
Peter Allen

Paul Anka—-2 awards

Bill Anthony

Max D. Barnes

Jeff Barry

Carl Belew

Chuck Berry

Roger Bowling-2 awards
Rory Bourke

Tommy Boyce

Bobby Braddock-2 awards
L. Russell Brown

Pete Brown (PRS)

Ed Bruce

Jack Bruce (PRS)

Patsy Bruce

Jimmy Buffett—2 awards
Hal Bynum

Wayne Carson

Eric Clapton (PRS)

Hank Cochran-2 awards
David Allan Coe

Sonny Curtis

Mac Davis

Steve Davis

Yves Dessca (SACEM)
Lew DeWitt

Bobby Emmons-2 awards
Bill Enis

Ahmet Ertequn

Donna Fargo

John Farrar (PRS)

Wes Farrell

Dick Feller

Larry Gatlin—4 awards
Don Gibson

Ray Girado (SGAE)

Bobby Goldsboro

Cathy Gosdin

Roger Greenaway (PRS)

Dallas Harms (PB.O-Canada)
2 awards

Mark James

Phillip Jarrell

Mike Kosser

Kris Kristofferson

Denise LaSalle

Alain Le Govic (SACEM)

Dickey Lee

Irwin Levine

Marcella Levy

Barry Mann

Eddie Marion

Timothy J. Marshall

Glenn Martin

Layng Martine Jr.

Barry Mason (PRS)

Ronal McCown

Bob McDill

Huey Meaux

Joe Melson

Frances Miller

Chips Moman-3 awards

Willie Nelson

Kenny O'Dell

Roy Orbison

Dolly Parton-3 awards

Michel Pelay (SACEM)

Ben Peters—3 awards

Maxime Piolot (SACEM)

What the world expects from

Curly Putman

Eddie Rabbitt-2 awards
Jerry Reed

Don Reid

Roscoe Reid

Jacques Revaux (SACEM)
Allen Reynolds

George Richey-2 awards
Kent Robbins

Marty Robbins

Ronnie Rogers

Troy Seals

Billy Sherrill-5 awards
Shel Silverstein

Kenny Sowder

Bobby Springfield

Even Stevens-3 awards
W.S. Stevenson

Donn Tankersley

James Taylor

George Terry

Henderson Thigpen Jr.
Sonny Throckmorton—4 awards
Mel Tillis

Allen Toussaint

Conway Twitty-2 awards
Rafe Van Hoy

Bobby Vinton

Wayne Walker-2 awards
Van Walls

Jimmy Webb

Cynthia Weil

Sterling Whipple

Benny Whitehead

David Wilkins

Lawton Williams

Dennis Wilson

Norro Wilson

Jimmy Work

the world's largest music licensing organization.




PROCLAMATION

o
-

Gicadem of
Qourtradlbusic
MONTH

WHEREAS, THE ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC 1S AN INTERNATIONAL ORGA-
NIZATION HEADQUARTERED IN HOLLYWOOD SINCE 1964, AND HAS BROUGHT
TOGETHER THE HOLLYWOOD COMMUNITY WITH THE PEOPLE OF LOS ANGELES
AND SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA IN A SPIRIT OF FRIENDSHIP. AND

WHEREAS, THIS UNIQUE ORGANIZATION WHOSE PRIMARY GOAL IS ACHIEVING
CONTINUED GROWTH AND POPULARITY OF COUNTRY MUSIC, HAS HELD AS AN
ANNUAL EVENT, A SPECIAL AWARDS CEREMONY HONORING PEOPLE IN COUN-
TRY MUSIC AND ITS VARIOUS RELATED FIELDS, THEREBY, FOCUSING WORLD-
WIDE ATTENTION ON LOS ANGELES AND THE WHOLE OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
AS AN INTEGRAL PART OF AN EVER-INCREASING COUNTRY MUSIC AUDIENCE,
AND

WHEREAS, THE ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC HAS MADE SUCH OUTSTANDING
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES IN CREATING THE MARTY
LANDAU MEMORIAL FUND TO ASSIST NEEDY INDIVIDUALS IN COUNTRY MUSIC
IN ADDITION, THE ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC HAS PRESENTED TALENT
SHOWCASES THEREBY, HELPING TO EXPOSE UNKNOWN TALENT IN THE LOS
ANGELES AREA, AND

WHEREAS, THE 14TH ANNUAL ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC AWARDS SHOW
WILL BE HELD IN LOS ANGELES, THE EVENING OF THE 2ND OF MAY 1979 AND
WILL BE TELEVISED LIiVE NATIONALLY OVER THE NBC TELEVISION NETWORK,
AND WILL BE HIGHLIGHTED BY THE PRESENTATION OF AWARDS HONORING,
ENTERTAINERS, COMPOSERS, DISC JOCKEYS, MUSICIANS, RADIO STATIONS,
AND OTHERS IN ALLIED AREAS WHO HAVE BEEN VOTED BY THE ACADEMY
MEMBERS TO BE QUTSTANDING IN THEIR ACHIEVEMENTS WITHIN THE COUNTRY
MUSIC MEDIUM DURING THE PAST YEAR

NOW, THEREFORE, I, TOM BRADLEY, MAYOR OF THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES DO
HEREBY PROCLAIM THE MONTH OF MAY 1979 AS “ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC
MONTH" IN THE CITY OF LOS ANGELES AND WISH THE ACADEMY CONTINUED
SUCCESS IN ITS FUTURE ENDEAVORS.

MAY, 1979

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC
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THE ACADEMY OF COUN

PRESIDENT/Ron Martin

Born in Knoxville, Tennessee, Ron grew up in High Point,
North Carolina where he attended school including High Point
College.

He began his career in radio while still a sophomore in high
school; his radio career was interrupted by an 18 month stint in
the Marine Corps as a rifle instructor.

Ron's radio credentials include program directorships at
WPDQ, Jacksonville, Florida; WTIX, New Orleans, Louisiana,
WHB Kansas City, Missouri; KLAC Los Angeles, California and
his present position at KHTZ/KTNQ, Los Angeles.

Ron has been the on camera spokesman for such national
advertisers as Eveready Batteries, Kraco, Chevrolet cars and
trucks, Red Carpet Realtors and numerous regional advertisers.
He is the present national spokesman for Western Auto.

VICE PRESIDENT /Steve Stone

Steve, a native Californian born in Santa Monica, began his
career in the music industry in 1962. He was employed by Joe
Allison as General Professional Manager of Central Songs which
was then owned by his famous father Cliffie Stone.

He worked for Central Songs for seven years; it was then sold
to Capitol Records Publishing arm, Beechwood Music, where
Steve retained his position as General Professional Manager of
the New York, Nashville, Canadian and Hollywood branches for
four years.

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD/Bill Boyd

Bill first became a member of the Academy back in 1965 when
he was a Country Music Disc Jockey with the Armed Forces Net-
work headquartered in Frankfurt, Germany and interviewed Tex
Williams, who had just been elected the first President of the
Academy. Tex sponsored Bill's membership application and Bill
spent three years as an absentee member. In late 1968, Bill
settled in Los Angeles, attended his first Academy membership
meeting, and was almost immediately asked to produce the
Awards Show scheduled for March, 1969; he had less than three
months to put the program together. Since that time he has been
an integral part of the production of each year’s show and was
involved in the negotiations for network television broadcast.

In May, 1969 Bill was elected to serve on the Board of Direc-
tors, who selected him Chairman. In 1971 he was elected Presi-
dent of the Academy, served two consecutive terms, and then
was elected to serve on the Board of Directors for another term.
In 1974, he was again chosen Chairman of the Board, and in
1975 and 1976 he was once again selected by the entire member-
ship of the Academy to be their President. Bill has served this past
year as Chairman of the Board of Directors. As you can tell, Bill’s
life in Los Angeles has been actively devoted to the success of the
Academy of Country Music.

Professionally, most of Bill's life has been deep in the heart of
country . . . he was a Country Music Disc Jockey with the Armed
Forces for nine-and-a-half years, he was Director of the Interna-
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His hobbies include golf, tennis and swimming; he is married,
lives in the Valley with wife Peggy and has three sons and two
daughters.

Steve left Beechwood in August of 1972 assuming the post of
Assistant to Ken Nelson, the then Vice President of Capitol
Records Country Music Department. After three years Ken retired
and Steve continued in his same position reporting to Frank
Jones.

During his four year stay at Capitol, he was involved in the
capacity as producer for Tennessee Ernie Ford, Glen Campbell,
Freddy Hart, Brush Arbor, Dorsey Burnette and other Capitol
artists. He also did some independent producing during this
period in association with Jimmy Bowen, recording Kenny
Rogers and the 1st Edition for Beechwood Music’s Production
Company.

Upon leaving Capitol, Steve assumed the responsibility of Pro-
duction Assistant to Mike Curb in his country music production
activities. During this time he produced various artists for Motown
Records then newly formed country music label Melodyland
which became known as Hitsville Records. During his association
with Mike Curb and Motown, Steve also took responsibility as
West Coast professional director of ATV Music Group.

Steve is presently still holding his position with ATV Music as
well as producing various artists in an independent capacity for
different record labels.

Steve lives with his wife, Ina in Canyon Country and has three
lovely daughters Mandy, Amy and Melissa.

tional Division of Capitol Records for four years (where he pro-
duced a record in Japanese for Glen Campbell and an album for
Bobbie Gentry). After leaving Capitol, he established the William
Boyd Agency to handle booking of Country Artists on the West
Coast and throughout the Western United States. As a Lifetime
member of the Academy, Bill has continuously served the organi-
zation, and in 1970 was presented the Jim Reeves Memorial
Award for outstanding contribution to the international accep-
tance of America's music.

Bill and his wife, Fran, live in Burbank with their two children,
Sharon and Bill, Jr., and the entire family takes pride in the fact
that they can actively participate in the making of the music they
love best.

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC



SECRETARY /Toi Moritomo

Toi was born in Whittier, California and raised in Arkansas and
northern California. She began her career in the Record Music In-
dustry as a Talent Payroll clerk with UNI Records in 1968. While
at UNI she assisted in many areas, Accounts Payable, Accounts
Receivable, copyright and royalty department and filled in for
secretaries in the Dept. of Sales, Promotion and Artist Repertoire.

In 1970 UNI Records became part of MCA and Toi stayed on
as Secretary and Assistant to the manager of Artist and Publishers
Royalties. In 1972 she was promoted to Supervisor of Copyright
and then in mid-June 1972 she was again promoted, this time to
Product Co-Ordinator.

Toi’s current position carries the responsibility of co-ordinating
the master tapes and label and liner information, obtaining
clearances needed for product, along with copyright notices, pro-
duction credits and many other details too numerous to mention
all having to do with pre-production.

Toi, the mother of two, Gregory John and Kim Lizbeth resides
in Burbank; she became a member of the Academy in 1973 and
has been a very active participant. She has served on the Board of
Directors in the Record Company category and is currently serv-
ing as Secretary.

TREASURER /Selma Williams
After graduation from college, Selma started on a career of pro-
motional and sales work in the music field, beginning with RCA

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY /Fran Boyd

If anyone was ever “made for a job” . . . Fran was made for
hers as Executive Secretary of the Academy of Country Music.
Born in Montgomery, Alabama and raised in the south, her in-
volvement with country music began there and has grown
through the years.

Married and with a family, Fran was not content to sit around
and waste “free time” so in 1968 when Tex Williams drafted her
for the job with the Academy, she took it. Since that time she has
devoted most of her time to the affairs of the Academy and to
country music.

The Academy’s Board of Directors makes the decisions regard-
ing the Academy’s business affairs and most of those decisions are
put into action by Fran, along with editing and preparing the
monthly newsletter, handling all correspondence, preparing all
promotional materials, attending all Board meetings, organizing
the monthly membership meetings and taking myriad telephone
calls daily.

If you think that sounds like a full time job, you should see her
at Awards Show time; the days seem to run together as she coor-
dinates activities between the office, the show’s producers and the
awards book publishers. With the help of her Secretary she
handles all of the notification letters to all nominees, their seating
arrangements and when she gets through with all of that . . . there

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

IRY MUSIC - OFFICERS

Distributers in upstate New York and Philadelphia. She continued
at the main office in New York and culminated with A & R
“Behind The Scenes” work in Hollywood as an administrator
assistant to the head of the office. It was necessary to handle all
facets of operation from concept of product to final release. She
has worked closely with motion picture studio indepth production
companies and composers which have made her sources and
contacts wide and varied.

During her career in the music field, her responsibilities found
her associated with RCA, Famous Music Corporation, Liberty
and Dot Records.

In slack intervals, Selma worked for IFA Variety Department,
Reprise Records, Helen Noga and National General Records with
Al Kasha.

At the present time, Selma is operations manager for Chuck
Blore and Don Richman, Inc. who create and produce radio and
television commercials. In this capacity she acts as liaison between
creative department and the business department.

Selma has been an active member of the Academy since 1974
and is serving her third term as Treasurer.

is always the ticket sales, and seating charts to take care of.

“I love my work!” Fran says, but we're sure that at times when
things are really hectic (like around awards show time) she secret-
ly goes around humming a recent Johnny Paycheck
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

ARTIST/ MUSICIAN/
ADV/RADIO/TV SALES ENTERTAINER CLUB OPERATOR BAND LEADER/INSTRUMENTALIST

Mal Ewing Al Konow Eddie Dean Jim Ellis George Manz Archie Fancis_.
DISC JOCKEY MANAGER/BOOKER COMPOSER

Hugh Cherry Nancy Plum Bill Boyd Jim Halsey Ken Halverson - Bill Anthony
MUSIC PUBLISHER NON/AFFILIATED PROMOTION
-
>

e

~

Buddy Mize Cliffie Stone Ben Susman, Bill Melcher Eula Tmpson Gene Bear
Legal Counsel
PUBLICATIONS RADIO TV/MOTION PICTURE RECORD COMPANY

Steve Tolin Paul Cassidy Steve Thrap Gene Weed Ron Weed Carson Schreiber

OFFICE SECRETARY DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE

Kim McAllister Joe Barber Vlnce Cosgrave Jim Loakes JlmMurphy

22 ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC




o Columbia, Records and Tapes.

Qnother name for

&
[ ]

Standust

\;) ! W

i:
)

A A
Loy

1
2

.'I{IA'("’,‘

Boo

Booke

o
od

© 19




ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

Fourteenth

Annual

Awards
Show

Foster Brooks

Oak Ridge Boys Dallas Cowboys’ Cheerleaders
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Produced by Larry Rogers. Representation: Top Billing, 4301 Hillsboro Road, Nashville, TN 3721 2, (615) 383-8883

”Let me be your
top new female vocalist’”’

o Charly McClain
on Epic Records and Tapes.

Epic! @ are trademarks of CBS Inc. © 1979 C8S Inc.



NEW FACES
OF COUNTRY MUSIC

Ronnie McDowell Susie Allanson Con Hunley

26 ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC



Ski in the Winter...
Sun in the Summer

SIERRA NEVADA INN

For information
and reservations write or phone:

SIERRA NEVADA INN OCOTILLO LODGE
P. O. Box 918 111 East Palm Canyon Drive
Mammoth Lakes, California 93546 Palm Springs, California 92262
phone: (714) 934-2515 phone: (714) 327-1141

LA: (213) 829-3515



PRESENTERS

Barbi Benton Dave & Sugar

Walt Garrison Mickey Gilley

Conway Twitty Jan-Michael Vincent Herve Villechaize Tanya Tucker

Larry Gatlin 7 Loni Anderson Stella Parton Patti Page
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THIS IS THE BOOK
THE MUSIG
BUSINESS
BIlIlT...

YOUR NAME HERE

THE1979 7\ s
8th ANNUAL
INTERNATIONAL

TALENT® Bﬂlﬁﬂmﬁﬁ

DIRECTORY

The Most Comprehensive Music Industry Directory In The World!

* Over 900 pages *Hard-bound, personalized
* Over 80 classifications listing thousands
of artists,managers, agents,record companies, promoters, manufacturers, record

producers, colleges, TV shows, sound, lighting & ticket companies and much, much more. . ..

* Market Report Study details goods, services and performance
facilities in 271 U.S. and Canadian cities
* NEW International Section covers music business in 20 countries

To order, call toll free (800) 421-4100 or send $50.00 (plus $3.25 postage/handling;
California residents add $3.00 sales tax) per Directory to:

OFFICIAL TALENT & BOOKING DIRECTORY

7033 Sunset Boulevard — Suite 222 Los Angeles, CA 90028 (213) 464-8300

“The Bible of the Music Business” Saves You Time and Money
Every Day — All Year! Order yours today!



THE ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MU

1. BASS

(] Larry Booth

[] WaltCollins
A Rod Culpepper
[0 DonFelts

[] Charles Flynn
[] Curtis Stone

(] Red Wooten

2. FIDDLE

[J Doug Atwell
[] Johnny Gimble
[] Billy Graham
(] Harold Hensley
[J Dennis Terry

3. DRUMS

(] Al Brown

(] Archie Francis
[J Lonnie Godfrey
(] Buddy Harmon
(] George Manz
[J Eddie Mattos

4. GUITAR

[] Johnny Blankenship

(] AlBruno

(] James Burton
(] Dave Thornhill
(] Billy Walker

s. KEYBOARD

[] Gene Dunlap
[] Glen Hardin

[] JohnHobbs

[ Jimmy Pruitt

[J Hargus Robbins

6. STEEL GUITAR

[] Buddy Emmons
[] Pete Grant

(] ].D. Maness

[J Ralph Mooney
O Carl Walden

7.

10.

12.

13.

SPECIALITY INSTRUMENT

(] Mike Aldridge (Dobro)

[] Jack Fossing (Gutbucket)

(] John Hartford (Banjo)

[ CarlJackson (Banjo)

[] Charlie McCoy (Harmonica)
[[] Smokey Rogers (Banjo)

BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring)

[] Asleep At The Wheel

[J Coalminers (Loretta Lynn)

[] Original Texas Playboys
(Leon McAulifte)

[ Statesiders (Mel Tillis)

[] Waylors (Waylon Jennings)

(] Willie Nelson Band

BAND OF THE YEAR
(Non-Touring)

[] Country Stones (George Manz)

[J Country Sunshine (Johnny Blankenship)
[] Palomino Riders (Ira Allen)

[J Palomino Riders (Jimmy Snyder)

[] Rebel Playboys (Danny Michaels)

RADIO STATION
OF THE YEAR

DISC JOCKEY OF THE YEAR

COUNTRY NIGHT CLUB
OF THE YEAR

TOP NEWFEMALE VOCALIST

(] Susie Allanson
(] Christy Lane

(] ZellaLehr

[ Charly McClain
[] Bonnie Tyler
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IC 1978 AWARDS NOMINATIONS

l. TOP NEW MALE VOCALIST

[ John Conlee

[] LeeDresser

(0 ConHunley

[J Ronnie McDowell
[J Kenny O'Dell

. TOP VOCAL GROUP

[J Conway Twitty & Loretta Lynn
[J Dave and Sugar

[J Kenny Rogers & Dottie West
X Oak Ridge Boys

(] Statler Bros.

. ALBUM OF THE YEAR
(Award to Artist-Producer-
Record Company)

(0 "Everytime Two Fools Collide"
(Kenny Rogers & Dottie West)
] "It Was Almost Like A Song”
(Ronnie Milsap)
[ "Let'sKeep It That Way" (Anne Murray)
O “Stardust” (Willie Nelson)
A “Ya'll Come Back Saloon”
(Oak Ridge Boys)

' TOPMALE VOCALIST

(] Larry Gatlin

(] Merle Haggard
[] Eddie Rabbitt
[ Kenny Rogers
(] Don Williams

. TOPFEMALE VOCALIST

[ Crystal Gayle

[] Loretta Lynn
Barbara Mandrell
(] Anne Murray

(1 Dolly Parton

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

19. SINGLE RECORD

OF THE YEAR
(Award to Artist-Producer-
Record Company)

[J "Georgia On My Mind" (Willie Nelson)

[J "Mamas Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up
To Be Cowboys" (Waylon Jennings &
Willie Nelson)

(] “OutOf My Bed And Back In My Bed"
(Loretta Lynn)

[J "Talkin'In Your Sleep” (Crystal Gayle)

X] “Tulsa Time" (Don Williams)

20. ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR

(] RoyClark

(] Loretta Lynn
[] Willie Nelson
[] Dolly Parton
[(X] Kenny Rogers

21. SONG OF THE YEAR

(Award to Artist-Composer-Publisher)

[J "Burgers and Fries” (Charley Pride)

[J "I'm Always On A Mountain When [
Fall” (Merle Haggard)

[(J "Mamas Don't Let Your Babies Grow Up
To Be Cowboys” (Waylon Jennings &
Willie Nelson)

[J “The Gambler” (Kenny Rogers)

X “YouNeeded Me" (Anne Murray)

SPECIAL AWARDS

Jim Reéves Memor&al Avs;ard

Piéneé£ Award
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M‘k Quju-e 8170 Beverly Boulevard

Yice Presédent Los Angeles, CA 90048
General Manager (213) 658-7590

CONGRATULATIONS

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY.MUSIC
14th ANNUAL ﬂ"{gg

EDDY ARNOLD
CHET ATKINS
RAZZY BAILEY
JEWEL BLANCF
JIM ED BROWN \\ CHARLEY PRIDE
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PORTER WAGONER .‘
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THE ACADEMY

he Academy of Country Music, a non-profit organization

chartered in accordance with the laws of California, was

organized in 1964. Four people, Eddie Miller, Tommy
Wiggins, and Mickey and Chris Christiansen got together with the
dream of promoting country music. That dream has grown and
so has country music. That was the beginning of the Country and
Western Music Academy now known as the Academy of Country
Music.

When it all began, their plan was “to get together” as many
other performers and participants in country music as possible
and try to find ways of promoting not only country music but the
fine talented country artists whom they felt had not received the
kind of recognition they deserved.

In 1965 the first Board of Directors was elected to govern the
activities of the Academy, Dick Schofield was Chairman and this
elected board was to decide which direction should be taken in
accordance with their dream of promoting the acceptance of
country music. They felt one way to expose the talented artists
and promote country music was to hold an awards show, this first
show took place in 1965 at the Red Barn. In 1966, they elected
their first President, Mr. Tex Williams.

As the years went by, the Academy membership grew, its ac-
tivities were expanding; this called for the organization to open its
first home base. An office was established at the Crossroads of the
World and the Board of Directors asked Fran Boyd to accept the
duties and responsibilites of Executive Secretary. This was the
year in which Tex Williams hosted a show which was sponsored
by the Academy and aired over the Armed Forces Radio Net-

work, and a Country Caravan was held between three night clubs
in the area.

ountry Music was expanding. The Academy was continuing

in its endeavors to promote and support country music.

More records were being bought and listened to, more coun-
try music was being played on more radio stations than ever
before. Part of the dream was being realized.

No one can begin a dream and then stop dreaming, especially
when they see parts of it coming true . . . as country music grew,
so did the dream. In 1969 the Academy took a “giant step”: the
decision by the Board of Directors, after much consideration, to
become an international organization. 1970 saw another move:
the Academy membership, growing and becoming more and
more actively involved in country music, had to obtain larger of-
fice space. The office was relocated at the Hollywood Plaza Hotel
and the awards show was held at the Palladium, located in
Hollywood . . . and another Country Caravan was held . . . In
1971 they were beginning to dream of televising the Awards
Show, and this dream was fulfilled in 1974 when the first show
was taped for television at the John Wayne Theatre at Knotts
Berry Farm in Buena Park.

Year after year the members were becoming more and more
interested in their organization and their show, and their elected
officials were continually looking for a bigger and better way of ac-
complishing this. With this in mind they went to the Shrine
Auditorium in 1977 to be able to offer the show to a larger
audience.

The balloting for the Awards Show each year is done by a Cer-
tified Public Accountant. This year (for the second consecutive
year) the Academy hired the services of Dr. Dwight V. Call to
handle the tabulation of the ballots. The first step was handled by
a committee selected by the Board of Directors, this nominating
committee, using all major trade publications, researched to find
the artists who had the top records, albums, appearances, televi-

SAMUEL S.TRUST
PRESIDENT

Aoy 219
: ///1/ 2 /7/0/{ 4.

LONDON
ATV MUSIC GROUP

ATV MUSIC GROUP

62585 Sunset Blvd.
Holiywood, Callf. 90028
Phone: (213) 462-6933
Telex: 608386

/‘/// (4 wtd/ lo hank %g € ﬁ%ﬂ/é //7 7/1/»@/ ///7/ \ //é{dw %4 b nominalien
%/ “I'm Always On a Mountain When 1 Fall” /% ( YM// ?/ %C%m

sl 7/;///7//}. Q%M/ :/fw..ﬁ‘ /W”{f //f;;(//é
&fy_ e Rt FArmard

SYDNEY

+ ATV MUSIC CORP, 8M/

* MACLEN MUSIC INC. 8M/
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sion, etc. for the preceding year. There were mailed out to the
membership with a blank space for a write-in vote in each cate-
gory. The second ballot was sent out with the top five finalists of
the first ballot tabulation except in the case of ties where the
number increased. The final ballot results will be announced here
tonight. In the selection of the Night Club, Radio Station and Disc
Jockey of the Year, the balloting was handled by the Academy’s
Board of Directors. These ballots were mailed to the promotion
persons of the record labels involved with country music and all
the major trade publications. This selection was made on a one
ballot basis.

sentatives from Artist/Entertainers, club owners, composers,

publishers, promoters, disc jockeys, musicians, record com-
panies, and other allied fields pertaining to the country music
industry. Late in 1975, continuing the expansion and public in-
volvement policies, the membership was opened to the general
public . . . without whose support there would be “no stars”.

Due to the non-profit status of the organization, its many ac-
tivities are supported by the annual membership dues of $15.00
per year for general membership and $20.00 per year for profes-
sional membership, there is a Corporate membership for $500.00
per year and Lifetime membership is $100.00.

Membership meetings are held in the southern California area
monthly. Entertainment at these meetings is provided by
Academy members. The Board of Directors meet on the second
Tuesday of each month and always welcome any business a
member would like to present to them for consideration.

Some of the activities of the Academy which took place in
1977 were a concert at the Starlight Bowl in Burbank, California;
the Academy elected its first woman to hold the office of Vice-
President, Ms. Eula Thompson; and one of the prime concerns of
the Academy, exposing its talented members, began. The
Academy instituted “Showcases” where members of the

When the Academy was formed it was comprised of repre-

JOE PERRY and BRAD WHITFORD

L/
use exclusively g‘a ‘ZW pickups & strings

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

Academy performed before an audience of recording company
representatives, t.v. scouts, media persons, bookers and
managers. They plan to continue this approach and additional
showcases were held in 1978. April of 1978 the Academy
celebrated its 13th year and the Awards Show was held again at
the Shrine Auditorium and aired over late night television as it
had for the past four years over ABC T.V. September of 1978
saw the Academy sponsor its first country show, starring Mickey
Gilley, at the Palomino Club. The Academy plans to move forth
with these shows and offer more of them in the future.

1978 is now past history, but the dream goes on and on and
on. One of the most important parts of the dream is coming true
here tonight, and those of you who are in attendance to share it
with us, believe me we are proud . . . Network Television . . .
Prime Time . . . NBC . . . it marks a first and we are so happy for
our organization and the effort, perseverance (headaches included)
of Gene Weed and those who assisted him, who are instrumental
in giving you the very best in entertainment; we are so proud
(even tho it seemed like forever in coming) that we have Prime
time television, and we are sure there are only bigger and better
things in store for the Academy of Country Music.

of its membership and to its Board of Directors and elected

Officials for striving to continue on and on
even though there have been times when it all seemed like
“nothing” was happening. It is happening and we would like to
take this opportunity to thank everyone for their support of coun-
try music . . . for being a part of the true music of America.

If you are interested in becoming involved in the Academy of
Country Music and being a part of this ever growing organization,
please contact the Academy of Country Music . . . write to
Membership: Academy of Country Music, P.O. Box 508, 1777
N. Vine Street, Hollywood, California 90028 for information or
call area code 213-462-2351.

T he Academy owes a great deal to the dedication and support

Photo Credit: Ron Pownall © Boston

Bl Lawnence Producte

Nashville, Tennessee (615) 868-6976
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DOUG KERSHAW and MICKEY GILLEY
presentors of Career Achievement

CRYSTAL GAYLE honored as
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST

CHARLIE RICH performing RON MARTIN receiving Radio Station of Year Award
the Song of the Year Medley from FREDDY FENDER and EULA THOMPSON

DONNA FARGO performing TOP MALE VOCALIST AWARD presented to 4 JIM HALSEY receiving the JIM REEVES
“Loving You" KENNY ROGERS by CLAUDE AKINS and BARBI BENTON MEMORIAL AWARD from ROY CLARK
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DOTTIE WEST and DAVID SOUL
Song of the Year Award Presentors

BARBARA MANDRELL
performing “How Long”

EDDIE RABBITT receiving the TOP NEW MALE VOCALIST STELLA PARON performing
AWARD from THE KENDALLS “Four Little Letters”

HELEN CORNELIUS, JIM ED BROWN and MICKEY GILLEY performing “I Am Country Music” FREDDY FENDER performing
ZELLA LEHR, presentors of Top Album Award “Talk To Me”
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PAST
PRESIDENTS

Of The Academy Of Country Music

Tex Williams — 1966-1967. 1967-1968 Johnny Bond — 1968-1969. 1969-1970

Bill Boyd — 1971-1972. 1972-1973 Cliffie Stone — 1973-1974. Ron Martin — 1978-1979
1975-1976. 1976-1977 1974-1975. 1977-1978

-
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HISTORY
REPEATS
ITSELF

1978 Grammy
Country Song of the Year
“Don't It Make My Brown Eyes Biue”
Richard Leigh
1979 Grammy
Country Song of the Year
“The Gambler™
Don Schilitz

1978 CMA
Song of the Year
“Don't It Make My Brown Eyes Blue”
Richard Leigh

1979 Nashville Songwriters Association
Song of the Year
“You Needed Me”
Randy Goodrum

1979 Nashville Songwriters Association
Songwriter of the Year
Sonny Throckmorton

1978 ACM Nominations

Top Male Vocalist
Kenny Rogers

Top Male Vocalist
Don Williams

Top New Male Vocalist
Lee Dresser

Top New Male Vocalist
Con Hunley

Entertainer of the Year
Kenny Rogers

Top New Female Vocalist
Charley McClain
Single Record of the Year
“Tulsa Time’

Don Williams
Album of the Year
Everytime Two Fools Collide”
Kenny Rogers
Album of the Year
"It Was Almost Like a Song™
Ronnie Milsap
Song of the Year

"The Gambler
Don Schlitz

Song of the Year
“You Needed Me’
Randy Goodrum

ASCAP

We've Always Had the Greats



THE
PIONEER
AWARD

The Pioneer Award is a special award that was created in 1968
for recognition of outstanding and unprecedented achievement in
the field of country music. This award is not necessarily bestowed
on an annual basis and has had more than one recipient in a year.
This award’s recipients are chosen by the Board of Directors
rather than by a formal vote. “Pioneers” who have so been
honored include “Uncle Art” Satherly, Bob Wills, Tex Ritter,
Patsy Montana, Bob Nolan, Stuart Hamlin, Tex Williams, Cliffie
Stone, Gene Autry, Hank Williams, Merle Travis, Tennessee
Ernie Ford, Johnny Bond, Roy Rogers, Owen Bradley and The
Sons Of the Pioneers.

Bob Wills — 1969

1968

Uncle Art Satherly

Hank Williams 1973

Owen Bradley — 1976

Roy Rogers — 1975

40

1977

Sons of the Pioneers
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Welcome

OLYNN
ANDERSON’S

Armis.

R .
e’

““Outlaw Is Just a State
KesaT78 of Mind.”’ Including the
hit, “‘Isn’t It Always Love.”’

On Columbia Records and Tapes.

“‘Columbia’’ is a trademark of CBS, Inc.




THE
JIM
REEVES
MEMORIAL
AWARD o

The Jim Reeves Memorial Award was
established in 1969 and is presented annu-
ally to an individual, not necessarily a per-
forming artist, who has made substantial
contributions towards furthering interna-
tional acceptance of country music during
the preceding calendar year. This is a spe-
cial award whose recipients are determined
by the Board of Directors. Past recipients of
the Jim Reeves Memorial award include:
Joe Allison. Bill Boyd, Roy Rogers, Thurs-
ton Moore, Sam Louvello, Merv Griffin,
Dinah Shore, Roy Clark and Jim Halsey.

Thurston Moore — 1972 Sam Louvello 1973

Dinah Shore — 1975 Roy Clark 1976 A - Jim Halsey — 1977
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“lalent Booking™ c Artists' Manager~

(e “William “Boyd cAgcCQc]

INSURE THAT YOUR DOLLARS
PROVIDE YOU WITH THI;
BLESTIN ENTERT UNMENT!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, AW AILABILITY AND PRICES CONTACT:

‘(e “William “Boyd . Agenc

1516 Crossroads of the World, Hollywood, California 90028 (213) 465-2166




DICK CLARK,

Executive Producer

Dick Clark is probably best known as “America’s
oldest teenager”, in constant touch with the youth
market, but many are perhaps unaware that Dick’s
roots are solidly in Country Music. His broadcasting
career literally began with his first on-air job as staff
announcer at WRUN-Utica, New York in 1948. In
1950, Dick moved to WOLF-Syracuse, where he
performed dual duties; as disc jockey and as host of
the WOLF Buckeroos Show. After a while, he was
tabbed by WKTV-Utica to host a television show with
the Santa Fe Raiders where he billed himself as “Cac-

tus Dick”. While Dick was in Philadelphia hosting a
teenage dance show, the ABC-TV Network chose
him to host a nationwide version that immediately
skyrocketed to success. “The American Bandstand”
has had tremendous impact on the musical tastes and
habits of millions of Americans and celebrated, in
1977, its 25th Anniversary . . . making it one of the
longest-lived continuous programs in broadcast his-
tory. Dick, ever mindful of his beginnings, frequently
presented country acts like Conway Twitty, Johnny
Cash, Don Gibson, Gentleman Jim Reeves, the Everly
Brothers, Susan Raye, and Jerry Reed.

Since 1964, Dick’s base of operations has been in
Hollywood, and his TV production company and
concert production company have been prominent in
the entertainment industry from that time. During the
1978 fall TV season he produced and hosted “Dick
Clark’s Live Wednesday” on the NBC-TV Network,
and early in 1979 the ABC Television Network de-
voted its entire prime-time three-hour schedule to
Clark’s production of “Elvis!”. He has authored three
books, including “Rock, Roll, and Remember” pub;
lished by T.Y. Crowell Company.

Dick and his wife, the former Kari Wigton, live in
Malibu where his non-business activities include
watching movies, reading, swimming,and listening to
his enormous collection of records. Dick is the father
of two sons and a daughter by a previous marriage.
He's 59" tall, has brown hair and brown eyes, and
weighs 155 Ibs. (just about what he weighed twenty
years ago). In addition to producing motion pictures,
he has starred in three and also appeared in serious
acting roles on Television.

Dick Clark’s contributions to the Academy of
Country Music reach back a decade to 1969 when he
was one of the few Hollywood Celebrities willing to
donate their time to our Awards Show. Dick served
as Master of Ceremonies for our Awards Show in
1969, 1971, 1972, and 1973. The unselfish efforts of
Dick Clark are a very big reason why we are here to-
night on prime-time television. Dick was one of the
first people to receive a Gold Lifetime membership
card from the Academy and we are deeply grateful to
Dick for his early and continuing work on our behalf.

Samdorg”
v N

9191 Central Avenue

Central

EXTRAORDINARY
2N NEW NIGHT CLUB!

NOW OPEN!
OFFICIAL CELEBRATION PARTY
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

The Fandango MAY 4th & Sth

i Y
MOﬂtClair, CA 91763 m:r;;clalr roston ALL COME!
(714) 982-8712 S5 e
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BEHIND THE SCENES

Howdy! Welcome to the 14th Annual. For many of
us who have been deeply involved with country mu-
sic and the Academy, this is a very special year. It is
the year that our dream has come to reality . . . we
are presenting our awards on live prime-time televi-
sion.

There are many people who have played a part in
bringing this dream to life, but no one has played a
more significant role than Dick Clark, under whose
banner we are doing the 1979 awards. It was Dick’s
belief in the potential popularity of our annual event
as a national television special that has taken us from
sleepy time on ABC to prime-time on NBC. In as
much as | have looked on the Academy of Country
Music Awards as my child for the past seven years, |
would like to thank Dick for bringing my television off-
spring to manhood. I look forward to working with
Dick for many years on this soon to become, annual
tradition for television.

Al Schwartz and I have really had a ball in produ-
cing this years show, and would like to thank all of the
stars, the musicians, the writers and the fans of coun-
try music who have made our job such a pleasant
task. We hope you love the set, (thanks Ray Klausen);
the music, (thanks Tom Bruner); the songs, (thanks
Roy, Barbara, Dennis, Jerry Lee, Kenny, Dottie, the
Oakridge Boys, Susie, Christy, Zella, Charly, Loretta,
Eddie, Don, Jon, Kenny O, Ronnie, Con and Lee);
the comedy, (thanks Foster); and the dazzling danc-
ing of the Dallas Cowboy Cheerleaders. We really
appreciate the interest, the involvement and the en-
thusiasm of the Hollywood and Country Music stars
who are presenting tonights awards too.

It takes a great deal of time, effort, cooperation and
dedication to put together this annual tribute to coun-
try music. Without the help of the members and board
of directors of the Academy, it would be impossible.
Al and I offer a very special thanks to Bill and Fran
Boyd who have worked so very long and hard, not

with
Gene
Weed

only on this years event, but for fourteen years to
make our Academy the best thing to happen to coun-
try music since Hank Williams.

We are glad you're here, we're glad we're here and
we're especially glad that this very special evening will
be shared by additional millions around the country.

FEATURING:

3,000 square foot showroom,
400 seating capacity. Every
seat “front row”.
eLighting system designed by
Knott's Berry Farm designer,
Don Cohen.
*Sound system designed by Hollywood
Bowl’s Chief Sound Technician, Frank Supak.
eInterior designed by WE Design,
Newport Beach.
*Restaurant (including club) -
10,000 square feet.

Now Showing

MIDNIGHT RIDERS
Live thru June 6th g

Contact:
Blake Wolfson
(714) 982-8712

-
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(The Greatest Courm
Music Show On Earth!™

The JOY FORD Show

For bookings call:
Dom Melillo
Lance Productions, Inc.
1010 17th Ave. South
Nashville, Tenn. 37212
Qel: (615) 254-1886J

BLESS ALL
YOUR LITTLE PEA-PICKIN’ HEARTS!

Public Relations ® Freeman & Doff

PAST
AWARD
INNERS

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1968

COUNTRY MUSIC MAN OF THE YEAR ..TOM SMOTHERS

DIRECTORS' AWARD ... ....... ... NUDIE
PIONEER AWARD ........... “UNCLE ART” SATHERLY
MOST PROMISING FEMALE. . .. ........ CHERYL POOLE
MOST PROMISING MALE . ............ RAY SANDERS
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ............ CATHIE TAYLOR
TOP MALE VOCALIST . .. .. ......... GLEN CAMPBELL

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
GLEN CAMPBELL and BOBBIE GENTRY
SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR (Award to Artist)
“Little Green Apples”/ROGER MILLER
SONG OF THE YEAR (Award to Composer)
“Witchita Lineman’/JIM WEBB
TOP VOCAL GROUP ........ JOHNNY & JONIE MOSBY
BAND OF THE YEAR (Club)
BILLY MIZE'S TENNESSEANS

BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring} .......... BUCKAROOS
RADIO PERSONALITY ({Regional}........ TEX WILLIAMS
RADIO PERSONALITY (Los Angeles) ... .. LARRY SCOTT
TV PERSONALITY . . ............... GLEN CAMPBELL
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB (Regional) ... .. GOLDEN NUGGET
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB (Metropolitan} . . . ... ... PALOMINO
STEEL GUITAR . . . . .. .. it in v i e nn RED RHODES
PIANO . . ... ... i i it it i it i aiaanne EARL BALL
LEAD GUITAR ... ... ..... oo JIMMY BRYANT
FIDDLE .........0 .t iansnn BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS . ... ...... .0t irenenens JERRY WIGGINS
BASS . . ... ...ttt RED WOOTEN

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1969

MAN OF THE YEAR. .
JOHN AYLESWORTH - FRANK PEPPIATT

PIONEER AWARD. . . ... ....... ... BOB WILLS
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD........ JOE ALLISON
MAN OF THE DECADE ............ MARTY ROBBINS
SPECIALTY INSTRUMENT . .. ......... JOHN HARTFORD
RHYTHM GUITAR . ... ............... JERRY INMAN
COMEDY ACT . .........¢ccitinnnn ROY CLARK
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST ... .FREDDY WELLER
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST ... DONNA FARGO

(Continued on Page 48)
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Always in the best of companv.

b

-
- ~ \
‘ Ken Kragen

Y g\‘

D —

Kragen &\Cgmpony

personal management and television production
1112 N. Sherbowrne Dr., Los Angeles, CA- 90069
(213) 659-7914




YONGESTREET PRODUCTIONS

STILL THE #1
SYNDICATED SHOW

Thanks to the support
of our many Country Fans,
Viewers and Performers

SEEN EACH WEEK BY 35 MILLION VIEWERS

Congratulations
to the Academy

and nominees

Roy, Buck and the whole HEE HAW gang

and
John Aylesworth
Bob Boatman
Alan Courtney
Sam Lovullo

Frank Peppiatt

Nick Vanoftf
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AWARD
WINNERS

(Continued from Page 46)

TOP FEMALE VOCALIST . .. ........ TAMMY WYNETTE
TOP MALE VOCALIST .. ... ........ MERLE HAGGARD
ALBUM OF THE YEAR ....... OKIE FROM MUSKOGEE

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR
OKIE FROM MUSKOGEE

SONG OF THE YEAR ... ...... OKIE FROM MUSKOGEE
TOP VOCALGBROUP . . ... ... ¢ cmeewms ot - KIMBERLYS
BAND OF THE YEAR ... MERLE HAGGARD'S STRANGERS
DISC JOCKEY. . . . vt w sacs st s nmmoask - DICK HAYNES
TV PERSONALITY .cvoovcmenpmwnsonws- JOHNNY CASH
NIGHTCLUB) . ..y . an 6 =6 088% B br « 5e = PALOMINO CLUB
STEEL GUITAR &« . . .o cnisavicanee BUDDY EMMONS
PHANG . . wh .23t db teotuatbees do o FLOYD CRAMER
LEAD'GUITARI G o ¢ = 66 a9 mawm bhws g @i = « @@ o AL BRUNO
PIDDLE . . . . coe - <4t 85 ad. vireye BILLY ARMSTRONG
BRUMS ‘¢ s % g s « ad & vomnm s b b o bilic s JERRY WIGGINS
BIASS. ae Wi d GRS e e ey e BILLY GRAHAM

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1970

MAN OF THE YEAR.......... oo e a HUGH CHERRY
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD .......... BILL BOYD
PIONEER AWARD ... ... TEX RITTER, PATSY MONTANA
ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR ... .... MERLE HAGGARD
TOP MALE VOCALIST............. MERLE HAGGARD
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ........... LYNN ANDERSON
ALBUM OF THE YEAR ....... FOR THE GOOD TIMES

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR
FOR THE GOOD TIMES

SONG OF THE YEAR ... ....... FOR THE GOOD TIMES
TOP VOCAL GROUP. . . . ... ... oo KIMBERLYS
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST. . .... BUDDY ALAN
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST .... SAMMI SMITH
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB. .. ........... PALOMINO CLUB
TV PERSONALITY . ... .. ...... ... JOHNNY CASH
NEWS PUBLICATION . ... ... ... ... BILLBOARD
RADIO STATION . . . . ... ... ...... KLAC, Los Angeles
DISC JOCKEY . ............ CORKY MAYBERRY, KBBQ
COMEDY ACT . . .- .« vm s oas o ogmolewns ROY CLARK

BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring) . .
THE TONY BOOTH BAND

BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring) . ... ... THE STRANGERS
STEEL GUITAR ... .. ... J. D. MANESS
PIANG ..o oo s h o as apos odre™s ok on FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR . « v o vn v v oo apasamsmeme s - AL BRUNO
FIDDLE ... .5 s0cwqeee oo cmensns BILLY ARMSTRONG
DIRUMET L . . caa G st e ® 3o ol Mg BRE ARCHIE FRANCIS
BASS as v wo o e oo veh BILLY GRAHAM & DOYLE HOLLY

(Continued on Page 50)
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Congratulations
to the

--------

y of
Couﬁ‘iry Mu3|c

£y

9

-

|
BERRYFE

ZELLA LEHR

RGA
Records

PERSONAL MANAGEMENT
Al Bello
(702) 323-1611

AGENCY REPRESENTATION

' American Management
b

Jim Wagner

(213) 981-6500

v
fa al

WEST

11910 E. Valley Boulevard

El Monte, California
(213) 442-0337

Personal Regards

C.]. Sanden & Gloria J. Hickey

and
Johnny Blankenship
& The Country Sunshine
Tuesday - Saturday

TALENT NIGHT-Tuesday Night

JIMMY LESTER
& THE NASHVILLE EXPRESS
Sunday and Monday

DANCING 7 NIGHTS A WEEK

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

1011 Woodland Street, Nashville, Tennessee 37206

THE NASHVILLE CONNECTION
for

Barbara Mandrell

The Oak Ridge Boys

Ronnie Milsap

Conway Twitty

Larry Gatlin

John Conley

Eddie Rabbitt

The Original
Texas Playboys

Congratulations to the Academy
and to All nominees.

O Ity

President,
Woodland Sound Studios
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Congratu [ations

on your

14th year

ENCORE
TROPHIES

Trophy manufacturer for
The Academy of Country Music

SERVING THE ENTERTAINMENT INDUSTRY
LUGGAGE TAGS BADGES
BACKSTAGE PASSES BUTTONS
JUST RELEASED:
STRIKING 3-D BUSINESS CARDS
CALL OR WRITE FOR FREE SAMPLE

4917 LA CRESCENTA AVE. LA CRESCENTA. CA 91214
(213) 464 -9211

opt

ARTA PRODUCTIONS, INC

(615) 385-0164

PAST
AWARD
WINNERS

{Continued from Page 48)

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1971

MANOFTHEYEAR ..........0ovvevnnne WALTER KNOTT
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD ROY ROGERS
PIONEERAWARD .......... BOB NOLAN, STUART HAMLIN,

TEX WILLIAMS

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
TOP MALE VOCALIST
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST
ALBUM OF THE YEAR
SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR . EASY LOVIN' FREDDIE HART

................

SONGOFTHEYEAR ...........coontivannn EASY LOVIN'
TOP VOCAL GROUP . ..... CONWAY TWITTY/LORETTA LYNN
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST .......... TONY BOOTH

MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST . .BARBARA MANDRELL
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB ................ PALOMINO CLUB,
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.
TVPERSONALITY ........ccvuvenennse GLEN CAMPBELL
RADIO STATION KLAC, LOS ANGELES, CA.
DISCJOCKEY ........ciiiienenenn LARRY SCOTT (KLAC)
COMEDY ACT ROY CLARK
BAND OF THE YEAR
{Non-Touring)

...........................

BANDOFTHEYEAR ........cc0vvveronannn STRANGERS
{Touring)

STEELGUITAR ...t tvviiinenernnnensnnnn J. D. MANNESS
PIAND ..ottt it eteeeeeeennenenananns FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR ... vtin vt veenneencnaennans AL BRUNO
FIDDLE ..o tvve v oo eeennsaanannnns BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS .. ..ovvvinirnnaneoronecnnenns JERRY WIGGINS
BASS ..ottt ittt LARRY BOOTH

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1972

MANOF THEYEAR . .............. LAWRENCE WELK
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD .. ..... THURSTON MOORE
PIONEERAWARD .......... CLIFFIE STONE, GENE AUTRY
ROY CLARK

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR

HAPPIEST GIRL/USA—DONNA FARGO
.............. HAPPIEST GIRL/USA
STATLER BROTHERS

SONG OF THE YEAR
TOP VOCAL GROUP

(Continued on Page 52)
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THANKS FOR A SUPER YEAR!

CRISTY LANE

9 TOP 10 SINGLES IN 2 HIT ALBUMS
"CRISTY LANE IS THE NAME" "LOVE LIES”

LS 8029

LET ME DOWN EASY

SHAKE ME | RATTLE I JUST CAN'T STAY MARRIED TO YOU
I'M GONNA LOVE YOU, ANYWAY

PENNY ARCADE

— WATCH FOR CRISTY'S 2-SIDED HIT —
“SIMPLE LITTLE WORDS"' / "'HE BELIEVES IN ME"

LS 172

DISTRIBUTED BY: RANWOOD RECORDS /GRT GROUP
120 HICKORY STREET e MADISON e TENNESSEE 37115 e (615) 868-7171

RECORDS



REELS ON WHEELS

The quality of a sound worked with performers like
studio when you're rec- Michael Murphey,
ording on location? Asleep at the Wheel,
That's what we're here Willie Nelson,
for ... and there for . .. Jerry Jeff Walker,
and anywhere in the Joe Ely.
country you might need
us. Our mobile unit has
the very best equipment
available: MCl 24 track
tape machines, MCl
428-28LM console,
Ampex 2-tracks, Allison
rack, Teletronix limit-
ers, voiced JBL-4311
monitors, AKG-BX-10
reverb, TV monitor
system, a com-
plete collection
of dynamic and
condensor
microphones

Our people
have the
experience.
We've 4

P.O. Box 280
Manchaca, Tx. 78652
(512) 472-3325 or 282-0713

CONGRATULATIONS

to the
Academy of Country Music

el TRUCKMASTER
® ¢0 00

Wally Thor
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PAST
AWARD
WINNERS

(Continued from Page 50)

MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST . . . . JOHNNY RODRIQUEZ
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST . . . .. TANYA TUCKER
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB . . ... ........ PALOMINO CLUB,

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA
TV PERSONALITY . . . ... . .o ROY CLARK
RADIO STATION . . . . ... KLAC, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
DISCHUOCKEY" . . . .6 ..o -0 tge aebtas . s LARRY SCOTT
BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring) . . . . .. TONY BOOTH BAND
BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring) . .. ... .. ... ... STRANGERS
STEELGUITAR ¢ « s s smwe o on o ss 5685k oo - BUDDY EMMONS
PIIATNIO . o, b b mqaas Afesd »o alitalsis o3 FLOYD CRAMER
LEAD GUITAR o w'as o «% # dmm wmeean oo on- - AL BRUNO
FIDRILE  © ci.6ie a% oo ® S o o dle o9 67 & BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS . ... v.coomeommpsasoesnssas. JERRY WIGGINS
BASS | . & v e g/t o thimm b o a5 LARRY GARNER (Booth)

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1973

SONG OF THE YEAR . BEHIND CLOSED DOORS/KENNY O'DELL
ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR .. ................ ROY CLARK
SINGLE OF THE YEAR............
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS/CHARLIE RICH
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR . . . . . LORETTA LYNN
TOP MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR . .. .. CHARLIE RICH
ALBUM OF THE YEAR ... ... ..
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS/CHARLIE RICH
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST. . OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST . . . .. DORSEY BURNETTE
TOP VOCAL DUET OR GROUP OF THE YEAR. . . BRUSH ARBOR
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB . . . ... ..
THE PALOMINO, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA
BAND OF THE YEAR (non-touring) . .
SOUND COMPANY/RONNIE TRUHETT

BAND OF THE YEAR {touring) .. ... ....... BRUSH ARBOR
STEEL GUITAR! . cnss mwcamwsa .0 8ed S o 0 RED RHODES
PIANG: . . . . v . oavasenrnas d FLOYD CRAMER
HEADGUITARL: « o m o ® o o8 e Wio o B 35 ol dm hd oo s AL BRUNO
FIDDLE . . . oo m adownl 3@ 6 0 o orery BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUIMS: - . . us s ommnsy moo owe g o g oo JERRY WIGGINS
BIASS . . . S . Kl .....LARRY BOOTH
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD . . . . . .. .. SAM LOUVELLO
PIONEERAWARD . . . . ... ... ......... HANK WILLIAMS

DISC JOCKEY OF THE YEAR AWARD
CRAIG SCOTT, WJJD, CHICAGO
RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR . . . . . .. KLAC, LOS ANGELES

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1974

BASSGQUITAR . .. ccnivisanvomsvanscasabones. BILLY GRAHAM
DRUBSY ¢ <t s wie w ssmb v wice 966 00 9 add = an 3= o JERRY WIGGINS
FIDDLE . .......¢caecocvonnticnnanisans BILLY ARMSTRONG
LEADGUITAR «c s rnonm.anappen o nntsbosmassod AL BRUNO
PIANO. .. ... .;¢v qcanyee ansens Shehgnban s ey FLOYD CRAMER
STEELGUITAR . ........ ... 0.0 bminnsocnss J.D. MANNES
COUNTRY DISC JOCKEY OF THEYEAR .. ....... LARRY SCOTT

(Continued on Page 54)
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Ronnie McDowell,

L&

Nominated for .
Top New Male Vocalist.

Now on Epic Records and Tapes.

Representation: United Talent, 1907 Divtsion Street, Nashville, TN 37203, (615) 244-9412 , - =
Produced by Buddy Kilten for Tree Productions, Inc epic yare trademarks of CBS Inc. © 1979 CBS




Congratulations to the

Academy of Country Music

on their 14th Anniversary.

——ea TSNS

from:

HARVEY KRANTZ DESIGNS

1800 N. Highland Ave. #2032
Hollywood, CA 90028
(213) 469-1197

MUSIC MAN

Supporting the Good
Sound of Country Music!

P.O. Box 4589, Anaheim, CA 92803
(714) 956-9220

PAST
AWARD
WINNERS

(Continued from Page 52)

COUNTRY RADIO STATIONOFTHEYEAR. . ............. KLAC
BAND OF THEYEAR(Touring) . .................. STRANGERS
BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring). . . .. THE PALOMINO RIDERS
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUBOFTHEYEAR ....... PALOMINO CLUB
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST ... .. LINDA RONSTADT
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST .......... MICKEY GILLEY

TOPVOCALGROUPOFTHEYEAR ..........................
LORETTA LYNN/CONWAY TWITTY
ALBUM OF THE YEAR ...“BACK HOME AGAIN"/JOHN DENVER

MALE VOCALISTOFTHEYEAR ............ MERLE HAGGARD
FEMALE VOCALISTOFTHEYEAR ............ LORETTALYNN
SINGLEOFTHEYEAR ... ... “COUNTRY BUMPKIN"/CAL SMITH
ENTERTAINEROFTHEYEAR .................... MAC DAVIS
SONGOFTHEYEAR ...... “COUNTRY BUMPKIN"/DON WAYNE
*JIMREEVES ..........coiiiiiinnnnnnnnnn, MERV GRIFFIN
*PIONEERAWARD .................oocenennn MERLE TRAVIS

TENNESSE ERNIE FORD
JOHNNY BOND

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1975

BASS ......euuninieiiiinniteeaiaenanaoias BILLY GRAHAM
DRUMS ......ooviiiirernreannnannnnnnens ARCHIE FRANCIS
T T S BILLIE ARMSTRONG
LEADGUITAR ....coiiiiiininiannnnnnnnns RUSS HANSEN
PIANO ....oiviiiiiniiiannnnninnnennes JERRY LEE LEWIS
STEELGUITAR ......ouvviininnneneeanannnns J.D. MANNESS
RHYTHM GUITAR ....ovtiiinienenanaennenns JERRY INMAN

COUNTRY RADIO STATIONOFTHEYEAR...........c0vennnns
KLAC, LOS ANGELES, CA.

COUNTRY DISCJOCKEYOFTHEYEAR...........ov0evvnennes
BILLY PARKER, KVOO, TULSA, OKLAHOMA

COUNTRY MUSIC NIGHTCLUBOFTHEYEAR ................
PALOMINO, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA

BAND OF THE YEAR (touring) .... STRANGERS (Merle Haggard)
BAND OF THE YEAR (non-touring). . ... cocvvvneennnneacaanas
PALOMINO RIDERS (Jerry Inman)

MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST ...... CRYSTAL GAYLE
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST ........ FREDDY FENDER
TOP VOCALGROUP........ CONWAY TWITTY/LORETTALYNN
ALBUMOFTHEYEAR .......iiiiiiiiiiitiinitnnannennsones
FEELINGS (Loretta Lynn/Conway Twitty)
MALE VOCALISTOF THEYEAR ............ CONWAY TWITTY
FEMALE VOCALISTOFTHEYEAR............ LORETTALYNN

SINGLERECORDOFTHEYEAR ...........c.coivvivnunnnnn.
RHINESTONE COWBOY (Glen Campbell)

ENTERTAINEROFTHEYEAR.........cvovuune LORETTALYNN
SONGOFTHEYEAR ......ciiitiittenncnnrecnseocaansencnes

RHINESTONE COWBOY (Glen Campbell)
JIM REEVES MEMORIALAWARD.............. DINAH SHORE
PIONEERAWARD ........cvtvieiiresnnasannns ROY ROGERS

(Continued on Page 56)
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THE STARS SHINE BRIGHT
ON WARNER COUNTRY
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Congrjtulations
tothe o?\chemy'

'Here's fo Ihe WBS‘I‘ of your life’

d
%

ROCKING"G'WESTERN WEAR

“Where Fine Western Apparel Is the Fashion—Not the Fad"

1746 WEST VICTORY BLVD., GLENDALE, CA.
NEAR WESTERN AVE.

Congratulations
to the Academy

from Larry Gatlin &
the Gatlin Brothers Band

21 Music Square East
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

(615) 244-6565

PAST
AWARD
WINNERS

(Continued from Page 54)

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1976

BASS.... cavusissooneisiis s rsie s sie s e e iios s oo CURTIS STONE
BIDBEE : cisi s wsisatimanuqis s o BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS % | o vaveeemsiombon sibssms i 3 seore Doy ARCHIE FRANCIS

LEAD GUITAR . ciiiiiiieiiioe.....DANNY MICHAELS
PIANO.. . ... - v sueiiinaiivis shmasrsess HARGUS “PIG” ROBBINS
STEELGUITAR .. ... ... ... ., J.D. MANESS
RHYTHMGUITAR . .................oiiinnn... JERRY INMAN
RADIOSTATION ....................... KLAC, LOS ANGELES
DISC JOCKEY ...... CHARLIE DOUGLAS, WWL, NEW ORLEANS
NIGHTCLUB............... PALOMINO, NORTH HOLLYWOOD
BAND OF THE YEAR(Touring) ............ RED ROSE EXPRESS
BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring) .......... POSSUM HOLLER
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST ......BILLO JO SPEARS
MOST PROMISING MALEVOCALIST ............. MOE BANDY
TOPVOCALGROUP ........ CONWAY TWITTY/LORETTA LYNN

ALBUM OF THE YEAR .. .“GILLEY’S SMOKING"/MICKEY GILLEY
MALE VOCALISTOFYEAR...................MICKEY GILLEY
FEMALE VOCALISTOFYEAR ............... CRYSTAL GAYLE
SINGLE RECORDOFTHEYEAR. ... ... .“BRING IT ON HOME"/

MICKEY GILLEY

ENTERTAINEROFTHEYEAR .. ..............MICKEYGILLEY

SONGOFTHEYEAR ................. “DON'T THE GIRLS GET

PRETTIER AT CLOSING TIME”/MICKEY GILLEY
JIM REEVES MEMORIALAWARD . ................ ROY CLARK
PIONEERAWARD.......................... OWEN BRADLEY

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1977

X33 60000000000000000000000000000000000000 LARRY BOOTH
DRUMS.................. ARCHIE FRANCIS & GEORGE MANZ
AlY360000000000000000000000000a0000a BILLY ARMSTRONG
KEYBOARD ....................... HARGUS “PIG” ROBBINS
LEADGUITAR ......... ... ..., ROY CLARK
STEELGUITAR. ... ...............coiiinn, BUDDY EMMONS
SPECIALITY INSTRUMENT.................. CHARLIE McCOY
RADIOSTATION . ...................... KGBS, LOS ANGELES
DISCJOCKEY........ ..., BILLY PARKER
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB .. ... PALOMINO, NORTH HOLLYWOOD
BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring) ....... ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL &

SONS OF PIONEERS
BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring) . . .. ..... PALOMINO RIDERS
TOP NEW FEMALEVOCALIST................. DEBBY BOONE
TOP NEW MALEVOCALIST .................. EDDIE RABBITT
TOPVOCALGROUP.................... STATLER BROTHERS
ALBUMOF THEYEAR ..... “KENNY ROGERS”/KENNY ROGERS
TOPMALEVOCALIST ...................... KENNY ROGERS
TOP FEMALEVOCALIST . ................... CRYSTAL GAYLE
SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR ...“LUCILLE”/KENNY ROGERS
ENTERTAINEROFTHEYEAR ................ DOLLY PARTON
SONGOFTHEYEAR ............. “LUCILLE”/KENNY ROGERS
CAREERACHIEVEMENT ................ JOHNNY PAYCHECK
JIMREEVESMEMORIAL . ....................... JIM HALSEY
PIONEERAWARD ...................... SONS OF PIONEERS

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC




RAZZ7Y BAILEY LORETTA LYNN
BELLAMY BROTHERS RONNIE McDOWELL
KENNY DALE TOMMY OVERSTREET
RALPH EMERY ERNEST REY
PEGGY FORMAN JOHNNY RUSSELL
MICKEY GILLEY BILLIE JO SPEARS
THE HAGER TWINS KENNY STARR
SONNY JAMES NAT STUCKEY
DON KING CONWAY TWITTY
JOHNNY LEE MICHAEL TWITTY
JONI LEE KAREN WHEELER

Country never looked
so good!

Jimmy Jay — General Manager Allen Whitcomb — Agent
Reggie Mac— Assistant Manager Roger West—Agent
Cindy Rose — Director of Publicity Jeff Davis — Agent
and Promotions Dave Schuder— Agent
Chip Pay—Agent

Executive offices:
P.O. Box 23470/1907 Division Street
Nashville, TN 37202
Telephone (615) 244.9412
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FRIENDS OF THE ACADEMY

TOMMY AMATO

LYNN ANDERSON

ARTA PRODUCTIONS, INC.

ASCAP

ATHENA ARTISTS, INC.

ATV MUSIC

MAE AXTON

GENE BEAR ENTERPRISES, “BEAR COUNTRY”
DOUGLAS M. BLACK

B.M.l. - BROADCAST MUSIC, INC.

BILL & FRAN BOYD

SHARON BOYD & BILL BOYD, JR.
CHET BROWN

JERRY BUSS

GLEN CAMPBELL

JOE CANNON & JDJ RECORDS
CAPITOL RECORDS

CBS FENDER MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS
) DICK & KARI CLARK
MARTINE COLETTE — “WILDLIFE WAYSTATION”
“THE COUNTRY HABITS” - CHUCK, JUDY & LISA MORPHIS
COUNTRY INTERNATIONAL RECORDS
THE “COWBOY LOVE BAND”

BILLY “CRASH” CRADDOCK

KEN & BOBBI DAY

DEAREST & EDDIE DEAN

JOHNNY DOLLAR AGENCY

MARTIN DUCKER

MAUREEN EAGLETON
ELECTRA/ASYLUM RECORDS

ENCORE TROPHIES

EPIC

RAY ERTL

TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD

JACK “LOCOWEED” & KAY FOSSING
BEN & OLIVE FRAYER

MICKEY GILLEY

GILLEY’S CLUB

JUDI PULVER GOLDMAN

HEE HAW

“THE” HOUSE OF MATTRESSES

FRED HUNT’S IMPERIAL INN

L.C.M. AMUSEMENTS

JOHN D. IVEY, D.D.S.

MORT KATZ - EAGLE ROCK MUSIC COMPANY
PEE WEE KING ENTERPRISES, INC.
KENN E. KINGSBURY, JR.

KNOTTS BERRY FARM

ROBERT B. KNOX ENT./DESERT MORNING RECORDS/
HOUSE OF KNOX

AL KONOW

KEN KRAGEN & COMPANY

HARVEY KRANTZ

CRISTY LANE

SARA LANE

ZELLA LEHR

SALLY LINDMAN

LISE RECORDS ENTERPRISE

JIM LOAKES

LONE SOUND RESEARCH

KRISTI LYNDELL - BETTY BEE
LORETTA LYNN

MANUEL WESTERN CLOTHES

GEORGE MANZ - THE COUNTRY STONES
GARY CHARLES MATZNER

M.C.A. RECORDS

BARBARA MANDRELL

THE MIDNIGHT RIDERS

MARY & WALT MIERTA

AMANDA HAMILTON MOORE

TOI MORITOMO

JIM MURPHY

ANNE MURRAY

MUSIC MAN

KIM MC ALLISTER

RONNIE MC DOWELL

JACK MC FADDEN

JERRY NAPIER & ANN NAPIER
NASHVILLE WEST

JERRY NAYLOR

WILLIE NELSON

OAKRIDGE BOYS

OCOTILLO LODGE

DOLLY PARTON

PALOMINO CLUB

THE “PLUMBER” AND THE “PLUM”
BARBARA RAHMN

MARY JEANNE RAINWATER

RCA RECORDS

RED RIVER SONGS, INC.

REELSOUND RECORDING

KATHRYN RICHARDS

RISING STARR AGENCY

RICK ROBINS - ONE MAN BAND
ROCKING G WESTERN WEAR

KENNY ROGERS

BARBARA RUGG

AL SCHWARTZ

JACK SETTLE AND THE COUNTRYPOLITANS
SHADE TREE MUSIC - MERLE HAGGARD
SHON’SORO & THE DESERT MANS BAND
SHURE BROTHERS

DEAN SMITH

STEVE SMITH

BILL STANSELL - TWIN LIONS, LION COUNTRY U.S.A.
BEN SUSMAN

DARRELL R. TARASOFF

TERRILL AVIATION

EULA THOMPSON
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Country "Tis of Thee.

Look behind a Shure microphone to  Mickey, Tom, Jessica, Sonny, George,

spot a star in Nashville. Country
superstars insist on Shure
microphones because of the
consistent reliability and clear,
natural sound that make these
microphones the “"Sound of the
Professionals.” Make ‘em part of
YOUR next performance. Ask your
Shure dealer about Shure
microphones and rell him Bill, Sara,
Bobby, Crash, Donna, Crystal,

Joni, Bob, Loretta, Ronnie, Bonnie,
Dolly, Charlie, Marilyn, Cal, Kenny,
Nar, Conway, LeRoy, Tammy, and
Faron sent you.

Shure Brothers Inc.

222 Hartrey Ave.,

Evanston, IL 60204

In Canada:

A. C. Simmonds & Sons Limited

TECHNICORNER

The Shure Model 5655D-CN Unisphere |
Microphone features a uniform pickup
ﬂonem and a wide range 50 to 15,000
z frequency response for natural
reprodudtion of both vocals and
instrumentals. It isrecommended in
applications where feedback isa
problem. It is effective in the control of
explosive breath sounds (“pop”). Built-in
On-Off switch; solderless impedance
change; 20-foot, two-conductor
shielded cable with professional
three-pin audio connedors on bothends.

sSHURE )

MANUFACTURERS OF HIGH FIDELITY COMPONENTS, MICROPHONES, SOUND SYSTEMS AND RELATED CIRCUITRY.




Thanks
to all members of

- The Academy for their
| continued support

In the career
of Mickey
Gilley.
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WELCOME TO
THE
TWELFTH ANNUAL
AWARDS SHOW
presented by
The Academy of
Country
Music
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Thirty-seven years ago
nobody even heard of a
Country music award.

But that was before BMI became involved.

Now today there are Country music charts...
royalties for writers, publishers...and, of course, awards.

BMI would like to congratulate the writers of the 94 BMI Country songs,
most performed from April 1, 1975 to March 31, 1976.

Peter Allen
Bill Anderson
Jeff Barry
Rory Bourke
Roger Bowling
L. Russell Brown
Boudleaux Bryant
Larry Butler
Wayne Carson
Larry Cheshier
Jerry Chesnut
Johnny Christopher
Hank Cochran
Jessi Colter

2 Awards
Sonny Curtis
Charlie Daniels
Danny Darst
Mac Davis
Al Dexter
Johnny Duncan
Wayne Duncan
Bobby Emmons
Phil Everly
Donna Fargo

2 Awards
John Farrar (PRS)

2 Awards
Freddy Fender
Lefty Frizzell
James Gilreath

Don Goodman
Greg Gordon
Bill Graham
Kelli Haggard
Merle Haggard
4 Awards
Tom T. Hall
3 Awards
Linda Hargrove
3 Awards
Larry Henley
Wayland Holyfield
Jay Huguely
Mark James
Sonny James
Waylon Jennings
3 Awards
Will Jennings
Sammy Johns
Kewvin Johnson (APRA)
George Jones
Vivian Keith
Murry Kellum
Knis Knistofferson
2 Awards
Dennis Lambert
Jack Lebsock
Jerry Leiber
Irwin Levine
Margaret Lewis
Charlie Louvin

Ira Louvin
Vince Matthews
Bob McDill
Hugh Moffatt
Chips Moman
Willie Nelson

2 Awards
Michael Nesmith
Peter Noah
Kenny O'Dell

2 Awards
Bonnie Owens
Dolly Parton

3 Awards
Ben Peters

3 Awards
Bnan Potter
Curly Putman
Jerry Reed
Don Reid

2 Awards
Allen Reynolds
Billy Ray Reynolds
John Rostill (PRS)

Jim Rushing
Troy Seals
Whitey Shafer
Billy Sherrill

3 Awards
Shel Silverstein
Carole Smith
Myra Smith
Joe South
Mike Stoller
Glenn Sutton
Billy Swan

3 Awards
JamesTaylor
Conway Twitty

2 Awards
JimWebb
Kent Westberry
Sterling Whipple
Hank Wilhams

2 Awards
NorroWilson
Bobby Wood
Neil Young

BMI

BROADCAST MUSIC INCORPORATED
The world’s largest performing rights organization.
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HOSTS

PAT BOONE ¢ PATTI PAGE ¢ JERRY REED

FREDDY FENDER

e AWARDS PRESENTATION —

DONNY MOST ¢ ANSON WILLIAMS

DONNA FARGO

AWARDS PRESENTATIONS —

LORETTALYNN e CAROL CHANNING

MICKEY GILLEY

AWARDS PRESENTATION

JOE CAMPANELLA * FREDDIE HART

CRYSTAL GAYLE

- —— AWARDS PRESENTATION —

kENNY ROGERS ¢ ABE VIGODA
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Country Music A
Program |

AWARDS PRESENTATION

MARTY ROBBINS * LARRY MAHAN

PATTI PAGE
MEL TILLIS

AWARDS PRESENTATION

LEVAR BURTON « REN WOODS

DON WILLIAMS

AWARDS PRESENTATION

CLAUDE AKINS ¢« LYNNE MARTA ¢ SHELLY NOVACK

JERRY REED

— AWARDS PRESENTATION

T.G. SHEPARD ¢ LARRY GATLIN

PAT BOONE

— AWARDS PRESENTATION

BILLBOYD

FREDDY FENDER

AWARDS PRESENTATION ———

CONNIE STEVENS
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

As I complete this term as President of the Academy, I have a deep feeling of gratification
and gratitude. The gratification comes from many sources: the worldwide acceptance of
country music; the growth of the Academy as an integral part of country music; our fourth
consecutive show on the ABC Network; an annual Academy Day at Dodger Stadium; the
Celebrity Invitational Golf Tournament, which will be held in September in support of the
Marty Landau Memorial Fund; and finally, this — our 12th opportunity to showcase and
honor country music’s finest.

The gratitude is more personal in nature. I am thankful to the Membership for allowing
me to serve, in a small way, the cause of Country Music; to the industry whose assistance
has been immeasurable; to the artists who never seem to ask, ‘“What do I get out of it?”’
but ““What can I do to help?’’

And last but not least, 1 would like to thank some of the individuals who have made it
possible for me: Gene Weed, David Skepner and Ron Weed, whose tireless efforts make
this the country music show of the year; Fran Boyd and Steve Stebbins, who force me to
justify my actions as President; Toi Moritomo, Carl Alpert, Al Konow and Shirlee Arkless,
who make the membership meetings work; Bill Ward, who keeps me on my toes; Cliffie
Stone and Johnny Bond, whom I leaned on for wisdom. And thanks to Steve Lappin and
Karen Shearer for being willing to work, anytime; Ron Martin, for his dedication and
support; the Officers and Board Members whose support make it all possible.

And finally, may I take this opportunity to thank YOU for your participation. YOU
make it all worthwhile.

L gl

President, Academy of Country Music

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN

COUNTRY MUSIC COMES FROM EVERYWHERE is our theme, and tonight many of
Country Music’s biggest stars are here to help the Academy honor those individuals whose
music has made them the best in the business.

The Shrine Auditorium is a fitting place to pay tribute to these superstars of Country
Music, and our 12th Annual Awards marks the first time we have opened the show to an
audience of 6,000 people.

Our Academy exists to promote Country Music worldwide . . . Our membership expands
as Country Music grows in popularity . . . .

Our voice tonight is Music From Everywhere, performed by stars from everywhere, for
you, an audience from everywhere. Together we are Country Music from everywhere.

Welcome to the Twelfth Annual Academy of Country Music Awards.

2|

Chairman of the Board
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FOR ADOZEN YEARS
THE ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC
HAS INJECTED EXCITEMENT
INTO THE INDUSTRY.

OUR HAT IS OFF T0 YOU.
COLUMBIA AND EPIC RECORDS.

THE MOST INNOVATIVE LABELS IN COUNTRY MUSIC TODAY.




PEOPLE

INTO COUNTRY MUSIC
READ

MUSIC CITY NEWS!!

MUSIC CITY NEWS COVERS IT BEST! THE
STARS! . .. THE AUDIENCES! . . . THE EX-
ECUTIVES! Enjoy the latest, up to date news
items, fan club news, album reviews, single
listings, bluegrass news and feature stories
about your favorite country music artists! Be
entertained with issues spotlighting specific
areas of country music, such as “West Coast
Sound”, “Songwriter Spectacular”, “Behind
The Scenes’ and more!

MUSIC CITY NEWS is entering its 14th year
with country music. It is respected for its truth
and dependability and has grown to become
known as the “bible” of country music.
Readers of MUSIC CITY NEWS are involved
with country music! They play it, they sing it,
they watch it . . . and they read about it in
MUSIC CITY NEWS!

MCN AWARDS FAN FAIR 76
200 YEARS OF COUNTRY MUSIC
SPOTLIGHT ON NORTEEAST

Learn more about the world of country music
through each issue of MUSIC CITY NEWS!
SUBSCRIBE NOW AND SAVE!! Because you
are involved with country music, by attending
the Academy of Country Music Awards Show,
you can save $1.00 off the regular $8.00 a year
subscription price of MUSIC CITY NEWS! By
using the coupon below, or sending your
name and address with the words ACM Pro-
gram, you receive 12 issues of MUSIC CITY
NEWS for only $7.00! Enjoy each monthly is-
sue of MUSIC CITY NEWS and save! SUB-
SCRIBE TODAY!! OFFER EXPIRES MARCH
31, 1977.

( ) YES, | would enjoy receiving MUSIC CITY NEWS! Enclosed, please find $___
for year subscription. | understand that by sending in this coupon before March 31,
1977 | will receive 12 issues of MUSIC CITY NEWS for only $7.00. (Regular one year
subscription price is $8.00)

Send to:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY. STATE ZIP
MAIL COUPON TO: MUSIC CITY NEWS, P.O. BOX 22975, NASHVILLE, TENN. 37202.
* Advertisers and Media Buyers! Media Kit and Readership Survey upon request.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

February 4, 1977

As a President with deep roots in Georgia,

I feel particularly close to those who
perpetuate and preserve the great legacy

of American country music. On the occasion

of the Twelfth Annual Awards Show sponsored

by the Academy of Country Music, I am delighted
to honor an art form I love and the people

who make it such a cherished part of our cul-
tural heritage.

Country music is the sound of everyday life.

It tells about real experiences of real people.
It captures the spirit of a free people and
echoes their feelings and their convictions

as individuals in a free society. It is not
just beautiful melody; it is an outlet for
emotions. It has always been a highly popu-
lar part of Carter family' life.

Rosalynn joins me in sending our warmest good
wishes to those who encourage and support
country music as well as to the award recipi-
ents who have distinguished themselves in
performing it.

ke @fv_

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC
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THE ACADEMY OF
COUNTRY MUSIC

PRESIDENT—BIll Boyd CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD—Ron Weed VICE-PRESIDENT—Gene Bear

SECRETARY TREASURER EXECUTIVE SECRETARY LEGAL COUNSEL

Janice Smith Selma Williams Fran Boyd Ben Susman
ARTIST/ENTERTAINER MUSIC PUBLISHER MANAGER/BOOKER COMPOSER
‘ ) l
' = -~ gaap d
M sd 4
=N e

Carl Albert Patsy Montana Suzy Frank Cliffie Stone Steve Stebbins Bob Hinkle Sandi Warner Ben Weisman
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DISC JOCKEY

MUSICIAN/BAND LEADER
INSTRUMENTALIST

PROMOTION

¥

-

&
‘ "

Chuck Sullivan Bob Jackson

RADIO/TVIMOTION PICTURE

Danny Michaels Jerry Inman

PUBLICATIONS

EulaThompson Karen Shearer

CLUB OPERATOR

b Faa

Ron Martin Ron Weed

NON/AFFILIATED

Jean Marchand

'OFFICE
SECRETARY RECORD COMPANY

Steve Lappin

ADV/RADIO/TV SALES

Sherry Thomas Helen Underwood

~

Ron Anton Rick Riccobono

Jo Anne Torres Steve Stone

DIRECTORS-AT-LARGE:

Rocky Valdez Wally Thor

)

Kenneth Halverson

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC

Piggy Smith  Gordon Hodges

Tommy Thomas
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PAT BOONE:
A PROFILE

Descendant of American folk hero Daniel
Boone, this year’s co-host, Pat Boone, has
more than fulfilled his direct claim to
America’s heritage. As a recording artist,
he has sold in excess of 41 million records.
As an actor, he has starred in some 15
motion pictures, including ‘‘Journey to the
Center of the Earth,”” ““April Love’ and
““All Hands on Deck.” And as the author
of nine books, Pat has donated the royal-
ties from ““Twixt Twelve and Twenty,’’ a
guide for teenagers, to the Northeastern
Institute for Christian Education. ‘‘A New
Song,”’ which has passed the one million
mark in sales, has been published in five
languages and has established him as an
author of international repute.

The man who claims these remarkable
achievements was born in Jacksonville,
Florida, in 1934. One of four children, Pat

16

started his career in local amateur shows
and as master of ceremonies for a high
school talent revue; these tentative acti-
vities eventually led to honors on the Ted
Mack Amateur Hour and the Arthur
Godfrey Talent Scout Show. Pat left
Florida and attended high school in
Nashville, Tennessee, where he served as
President of the Student Body, captain of
the baseball team, reporter and cartoonist
for the school newspaper, and still found
time to court Shirley Foley, daughter of
recording artist Red Foley.

Pat and Shirley were married during his
first year at Nashville’s David Lipscomb
College, and shortly thereafter they moved
to Denton, Texas, where Pat attended
North Texas State College. To support
his growing family—the Boones’ first
daughter, Cheryl Lynn, was born in

Denton—Pat started singing at Fort
Worth’s WBAP-TV for a meager $44.50
weekly. Randy Wood, president and
founder of Dot records, substantially aug-
mented Pat’s income, however, and deter-
mined the initial course of his career when
he signed Boone to an exclusive recording
contract in 1954, Within six months Pat
was in Chicago recording ““Two Hearts,
Two Kisses,” followed almost immediately
by his first millionseller, ‘“‘Ain’t That a
Shame.”’

Compounding his burgeoning success as
a vocalist with a million-dollar contract to
20th Century Fox in 1956, Pat promptly
embarked on his career as an actor and
television personality— ABC-TV signed him
to do *““The Pat Boone Chevy Showroom’’
the same year. At 22, Pat was the youn-
gest performer to have his own program
on network television, and he subsequent-
ly hosted an NBC morning interview show.

Undeterred by this remarkable succes-
sion of achievements, Pat Boone went on
to graduate Magna Cum Laude from
Columbia University in 1958, majoring in
Speech and English. By this time the
Boones were the parents of four young
girls, and Pat still considers completion of
his education one of his most significant
accomplishments.

Artist, author, actor—Pat Boone has
managed to maintain all the various facets
of his prodigious career, as well as
dedicating his time and talents towards the
raising of his family, In 1971, the six
Boones recorded their first family album
on the Word label; it was subsequently
nominated for a Grammy, and as a family
the Boones have continued to perform on
the international concert circuit.

Nor has Pat neglected his early love of
sports. In addition to participating in
numerous tennis, golf, baseball and basket-
ball charity exhibitions, he recently hosted
his own tennis tournament in Santa
Barbara for the Cancer Foundation. He is
also National Entertainment Chairman for
the March of Dimes and augments his
already busy road schedule with ap-
pearances across the country on behalf of
the March of Dimes.

Heir to a legend, creator of his own kind
of legend, Pat Boone returned to his own
kind of music when he signed with
Motown’s Melodyland Records (now
Hitsville Records) and headed up the
country charts with three hit singles and an
album, “Texas Woman.” An honorary
advisor and long-time supporter of the
Academy of Country Music, Pat is making
his third appearance on an Academy Show,
and it is a pleasure to welcome this re-
markable gentlemen as the co-host of the
12th Annual Awards Show.

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC



Thank You All.

Eddy Arnold Dottsy Randy Parton
Chet Atkins Bill Eldridge Bettye Pierce
Bobby Bare Rob Galbraith Charley Pride
Bobby Bare & Family O. Harrison Jerry Reed

Jim Ed Brown The Heckels Jim Reeves
Guy Clark Waylon Jennings Johnny Russell
Helen Cornelius Anita Kerr Hank Snow
Paul Craft Dickey Lee Gary Stewart
Floyd Cramer Ronnie Milsap Tennessee Pulleybone
Linda Darrell Dewayne Orender Porter Wagoner
Dave & Sugar Vernon Oxford Billy Walker
Danny Davis Do]liz Parton Steve Young

& Nashville Brass

REGA Records




PATTI PAGE:
A PROFILE

In the same year that the USA celebrated
its Bicentennial, Patti Page celebrated her
30th anniversary in show business. Rough-
ly equated, that means that Ms. Page has
played a significant role in 15% of her
country’s entertainment history, an oc-
casion that is further marked by her first
appearance as co-host of the 12th Annual
Academy of Country Music Awards
Show.

Although Patti is a legend in the popu-
lar music arena, having first emerged to
prominence during the Big Band era, her
story is the same as that of many a country
music superstar. Born Clara Ann Fowler
in Claremore, Oklahoma, the second
youngest of 11 children, her father was a
railroad foreman and her mother picked
cotton to help maintain the family. As
Patti recalls, ‘I guess we were poor in
money, but not in love. I do remember
that if you ever saw me in shoes, you knew
it was a Sunday — that’s the only day I
could wear mine.”’

Talent and ambition brought Clara Ann
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an art scholarship in Tulsa, Oklahoma,
but necessity took her to the art depart-
ment of a Tulsa radio station. There, in
true show business tradition, she got her
first break: the regular vocalist for the
15-minute Page Milk Company program
failed to appear, and the slender young
girl from the behind-the-scenes art depart-
ment took her place.

Jack Rael, band manager and musician,
was in Tulsa that day with the Jimmy Joy
Orchestra, and he just happened to turn
on the radio in his hotel room and hear the
Page Milk Hour. Thus started an artist/
manager relationship that continues today;
Rael sought out the remarkable vocalist he
had heard on the radio, signed her up,
changed her name, and ... the rest is
history.

Initially, however, Patti’s career hit a
stalemate; after 12 unsuccessful releases,
she and Jack found themselves unable to
hire a chorus for back-up on a novelty
number called ‘‘Confess.” Patti promptly
went ahead and sang a duet with herself,

the song was a hit, and ‘‘over-dubbing”’
became an integral part of the contempor-
ary recording process. Her record com-
pany, delighted with the process, decided
that if two Patti’s were a success, four
Patti's would be even better — ‘“With My
Eyes Wide Open I'm Dreaming’’ whs a
recording landmark and the first of her 13
individual million-selling records.

Patti Page’s recording of ‘“The Tennes-
see Waltz’’ has sold some seven million
singles, and the song was subsequently
adopted by Tennessee as its official state
song. Her release of ‘“‘How Much Is That
Doggie in the Window?*’ set the critics to
screaming and the public to buying; Patti
was recently surprised to learn from the
wife of the Russian Ambassador to the
U.S. that it is still one of the most popular
Western songs in Russia. Ms. Page’s
cumulative career sales exceed 70 million
records.

As the medium of television grew, Patti
Page’s career expanded, and she was the
star of “The Oldsmobile Patti Page
Hour,”” ““The Big Record’’ and ‘“The Patti
Page Show,”’ which aired over an unprece-
dented 324 stations. She was also a fre-
quent guest on shows hosted by personali-
ties such as Ed Sullivan, Bob Hope, Garry
Moore, Andy Williams, Perry Como,
Dinah Shore and Johnny Cash, and the
cameras introduced a new element to
Patti’s performance. ‘‘When I made
records, I just stood there and sang, no
one saw me outside of the studio; but
television was different. You had to move
around, you had to be a performer. . . .”

Patti performed so well that she was
signed to appear with Burt Lancaster in
the Academy Award-winning film ‘‘Elmer
Gantry,”” which led to other roles |in
“Dondi’’ and ‘‘Boys Night Out.”’

‘‘Movies are fun to do, but I’m primar-
ily a singer, and that’s how I want people
to think of me. In fact, that’s what they
expect of me, and I’'m not a girl who will
argue with her fans.’” Hardly — Patti
Page has made a career of pleasing her
fans, in clubs and concerts throughout
Europe and the U.S. She is currently con-
centrating on country music, an up-tempo
kind of country that is a part of the Patti
Page styling. “l don’t get down to tHe
nitty-gritty numbers — 1 don’t think any-
one would accept me singing about what a
terrible state the world is in! It wouldn’t
ring true . . . it wouldn’t be Patti Page.”

Divorced and living in Rancho Santa Fe
with her two children, Patti has few
hobbies other than bridge. Entertaining is
both vocation and avocation, and like a
few other very special singers — Peggy
Lee, Ella Fitzgerald, Doris Day — Patti
Page is a lady whose elegance and talent
are forever contemporary.

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC



LIVE FROM THE PALOMINO

e ™ ), 4 N
Special Thanks To John Denver, Glen Campbell, Mary Kay Place,
Roger Miller, Jerry Weintraub And All Those
Responsible For Bringing

The John Denver Special To The Palomino.
++SEE THE JOHN DENVER SPECIAL MARCH 2ND ON ABC:

For Bookings:
Tom P. Thomas  Voted No. 1 Country Night Club By The Academy of Country Music 11 Years in Succession

(213) 983-1321 6907 Lankershim Blvd., North Hollywood, (213) 765-9256
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FREDDY FENDER
MEL TILLIS

DON WILLIAMS
DONNA FARGO
RONNIE MILSAP
PAT BOONE
PATTI PAGE
CRYSTAL GAYLE

PNPCAWN
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ANSON WILLIAMS
DONNY MOST

LE VAR BURTON
LORETTA LYNN
CLAUDE AKINS
LARRY MAHAN
T.G. SHEPPARD
FREDDIE HART
CONNIE STEVENS

. DAVID SOUL

. LYNNE MARTA

. JOE CAMPANELLA
. ABEVIGODA

. RENWOODS

- MARTY ROBBINS

21



@,
}Flifi‘&%‘s’

The Academy of

1976 Awards

1

2

BASS
J Don Felts
Chuck Flynn
1 Billy Graham
Randy Hatfield
) Curtis Stone

FIDDLE

O Billy Armstrong
0 Vassar Clements
0 Johnny Gimble
o Harold Hensley

1 Jana Lou

DRUMS

O Biff Adam

O Al Brown

O Jerry Ford

O Archie Francis
O George Manz
O Ed Mattos

0O Monte Paul

0 Mike Porter

O Joe Sola

LEAD GUITAR

0O John Blankenship
O Al Bruno

0 James Burton

0 Russ Hansen

0 Danny Michaels

PIANO

O Glen Hardin

O John Hobbs

O Jerry Lee Lewis

O Harold ‘“Pig” Robbins
0O Danny Stonestreet

O Roscoe Whorton

STEEL GUITAR

0 Buddy Emmons
0 J.D. Maness

O Gary Morris

0 Ethan Riley

1 Red Rhodes

7 Don Ballinger

2 RHYTHM GUITAR

1 Al Casey

0 Gary Cronin

0O Rudy Duir

1 Geary Hanley

0 Jerry Inman

0 Buddy Merrill
1 Harry Robinson

8 RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

s DISC JOCKEY OF THE YEAR

Io NIGHT CLUB OF THE YEAR

I: BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring)
O Asleep At The Wheel
O Coalminers (Loretta Lynn)
1 Marty Robbins Band
0 Red Rose Express (Mickey Gilley)
O Statesiders (Mel Tellis)
L) Strangers (Merle Haggard)

* SPECIAL AWARDS

Jim Reeves Memorial Award
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O Bayou City Beats (Johnny Lee}

O Marksmen (Brian Mark)

O Palomino Riders (Jerry Inman)

00 Possum Holler (George Jones)

0 Rebel Playboys {(Danny Michaels)

Iz BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring)

MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST
O Dottsy
O Mary Kay Place
0 Margo Smith
0 Sunday Sharpe
D Billie Jo Spears

O Rex Allen, Jr.

O Moe Bandy

O Billy “Crash’ Craddock
o Larry Gatlin

0 Johnny Lee

n MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST

TOP VOCAL GROUP

0O Conway Twitty/Loretta Lynn

O Dave & Sugar

O George Jones/Tammy Wynette

O Statler Bros.
0 Willie Nelson/Waylon Jennings

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
O “El Paso City’" — Marty Robbins

a “Gilley’s Smoking” — Mickey Gilley

0 “Now & Then” — Conway Twitty

O “Somebody Somewhere’ — Loretta Lynn

O “Wanted — Outlaws’* — Willie Nelson,
Waylon Jennings, Jessie Colter,
Tom Paul Glaser

12

18

I8

20
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MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR
O Tom Bresh

O Mickey Gilley

O Marty Robbins

0 Mel Tellis

0 Conway Twitty

FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR
O Crystal Gayle

O Emmy Lou Harris

O Loretta Lynn

O Dolly Parton

0 Tammy Wynette

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR
O *’Bring It On Home’ — Mickey Gilley
O “El Paso City”” — Marty Robbins
O “Good Hearted Woman'' —
Waylon Jennings/Willie Nelson

O ““Somebody Somewhere’” — Loretta Lynn

O “Teddy Bear”” — Red Sovine

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
O Mickey Gilley

O Loretta Lynn

O Marty Robbins

0 Mel Tellis

0 Conway Twitty

SONG OF THE YEAR
O “Bring It On Home” — Mickey Gilley

O “Don‘t the Girls Get Prettier at Closing Time* —

Mickey Gilley
O “El Paso City”” — Marty Robbins
0O “Somebody Somewhere” — Loretta Lynn
0O “Teddy Bear’’ — Red Sovine

Pioneer Award




Dmah Shore & David Skepner Jerry Clower

LAST YEAR’S HIGHLIGHTS

David Janssen, Loretta Lynn
& Huey Meaux

Tom T. Hall

Jerry Inman Fran Boyd, Bill Ward & Tom Bresh

Mary Lou Turner & Bill Anderson
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Billy ““Crash’’ Craddock

Barbi Benton & Lindsey Wagner Dawd Skepner Loretta Lynn, Dinah Shore & BlII Boyd
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PAST
AWARD

WINNERS

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1965

MAN OF THE YEAR .. ... ... .ot ROGER MILLER
TOP MALE VOCALIST .........cotiiennnnnn BUCK OWENS
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ........ ...t BONNIE OWENS
BEST SONG WRITER .............covvinnnen ROGER MILLER
BEST BANDLEADERORBAND ................ BUCK OWENS
BEST VOCAL GROUP.... BONNIE OWENS & MERLE HAGGARD
BEST TV PERSONALITY ..........c...coinevnnn BILLY MIZE
BEST RADIO PERSONALITY . ............cotten BIFF COLLIE
BEST PRODUCER/ A& RMAN ................ KEN NELSON
BEST TALENT MANAGEMENT ............. JACK McFADDEN
BEST MUSIC PUBLISHER................... CENTRAL SONGS
BEST MUSIC PUBLICATION. .......... BILLBOARD MAGAZINE
BESTNIGHTCLUB .................iinnn THE PALOMINO
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST........ MERLE HAGGARD
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST.......... KAYE ADAMS
BEST STEEL GUITAR. ......... ...t RED RHODES
BESTFIDDLE ............c.ooiiinnn BILLY ARMSTRONG
BESTLEADGUITAR ............ciiiiunn, PHIL BAUGH
BESTBASS .........iiiniiiinninninenennnnn BOB MORRIS
BESTPIANO ....... ...t BILLY LIEBERT
BESTDRUMS. ..... ... .. i, MUDDY BERRY

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1966

MAN OF THE YEAR .. ... ... DEAN MARTIN
TOP MALE VOCALIST ........¢..0 MERLE HAGGARD
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ............ BONNIE GUITAR
SONG OF THE YEAR ... ......... APARTMENT No. 9

(Bobby Austin/Fuzzy Owens/Johnny Paycheck)
BEST BANDLEADER. ........ BUCK OWENS BUCKAROOS

BEST VOCAL GROUP. .
BONNIE OWENS & MERLE HAGGARD

BEST TV PERSONALITY ............... BILLY MIZE
BEST RADIO PERSONALITY
BIFF COLLIE/ BOB KINGSLEY (Tie)

BEST PRODUCER/A&R MAN ............ KEN NELSON
BEST TALENT MANAGEMENT ........ JACK McFADDEN
BEST MUSIC PUBLISHER . ........... CENTRAL SONGS
BEST COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB .......... THE PALOMINO

MOST PROMISING VOCAL GROUP
BOB MORRIS & FAYE HARDIN
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST....... BILLY MIZE
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST. .. CATHIE TAYLOR
BEST STEEL GUITAR. .
TOM BRUMLEY/ RALPH MOONEY (Tie)

BEST FIDDLE ... ..........0ov .0 BILLY ARMSTRONG
BEST LEAD GUITAR .. .......cccun.n JIMMY BRYANT
BESTBASS . . ... ...ttt it ototononon BOB MORRIS
BEST PIANO. . . .. ... ittt it v oo e BILLY LIEBERT
BEST DRUMS . .. ......... . JERRY WIGGINS
26

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1967

MAN OF THE YEAR ................ JOEY BISHOP
TOP MALE VOCALIST . ............. GLEN CAMPBELL
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ........... LYNN ANDERSON

SONG OF THE YEAR . .
ITS SUCH A PRETTY WORLD TODAY

BEST ALBUM ...GENTLE ON MY MIND/GLEN CAMPBELL
BEST BANDLEADER/BAND . ... BUCK OWENS/BUCKAROOS

BEST VOCAL GROUP ........ SONS OF THE PIONEERS
BEST DUET ......... MERLE HAGGARD/BONNIE OWENS
BEST TV PERSONALITY. .. .......oc0o.n BILLY MIZE
BEST RADIO PERSONALITY ........... BOB KINGSLEY
BEST PRODUCER/A&R MAN .. ........... AL DeLORY
BEST MUSIC PUBLISHER ............ FREEWAY MUSIC
MOST POPULAR COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB. .. THE PALOMINO
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST ..... JERRY INMAN
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST .. BOBBIE GENTRY
BEST STEEL GUITAR ................. RED RHODES
BEST LEAD GUITAR . .............. JIMMY BRYANT
BEST PIANO . ... ... .ottt uennnnnn EARL BALL
BEST BASS .. .. ... ...ttt RED WOOTEN
BEST FIDDLE . . ... ... ... BILLY ARMSTRONG
BEST DRUMS . .. ... ... PEE WEE ADAMS

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1968

COUNTRY MUSIC MAN OF THE YEAR ..TOM SMOTHERS
DIRECTORS' AWARD . ............0ieenn. NUDIE
PIONEER AWARD ........... “UNCLE ART” SATHERLY

(Continued on page 28)

CONGRATULATIONS! To The
Academy’s Award Winners

“FLAMBOYANT"

PEE WEE KING

CMA—Hall of Fame—Artist—Song Writer

PEE WEE KING ENTERPRISES, INC.
240 W. Jefferson St., Louisville, Kentucky 40202
(502) 584-5535
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(Continued from page 26)

MOST PROMISING FEMALE. . .......... CHERYL POOLE
MOST PROMISING MALE ............. RAY SANDERS
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ............ CATHIE TAYLOR
TOP MALE VOCALIST ... ........... GLEN CAMPBELL

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
GLEN CAMPBELL and BOBBIE GENTRY
SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR (Award to Artist)
“Little Green Apples”/ROGER MILLER
SONG OF THE YEAR (Award to Composer)
“Witchita Lineman”/JIM WEBB
TOP VOCAL GROUP ........ JOHNNY & JONIE MOSBY
BAND OF THE YEAR (Club)
BILLY MIZE'S TENNESSEANS

BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring) . ......... BUCKAROOS
RADIO PERSONALITY (Regional)........ TEX WILLIAMS
RADIO PERSONALITY (Los Angeles) . .. .. LARRY SCOTT
TV PERSONALITY .. ... ... vivvenn GLEN CAMPBELL
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB (Regional} .. ... GOLDEN NUGGET
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB (Metropolitan) . . . . .. ... PALOMINO
STEEL GUITAR . . . . . . ...ttt vt v a e RED RHODES
PIANO . ... ittt ittt e e e s sae e EARL BALL
LEAD GUITAR .. ... ..ot JIMMY BRYANT
FIDDLE .. ... ..t itieenannnnnson BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS . .. ... ...ttt neeenn JERRY WIGGINS
BASS . . . .. i i i e s RED WOOTEN

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1969

MAN OF THE YEAR. .
JOHN AYLESWORTH - FRANK PEPPIATT

PIONEER AWARD. . . ... ... .. ..ot BOB WILLS
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD........ JOE ALLISON
MAN OF THE DECADE ............ MARTY ROBBINS
SPECIALTY INSTRUMENT . ........... JOHN HARTFORD
RHYTHM GUITAR . ............ .. 0. JERRY INMAN
COMEDY ACT ........... it ienannns ROY CLARK

MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST ..
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST

. .FREDDY WELLER
. DONNA FARGO

TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ........... TAMMY WYNETTE
TOP MALE VOCALIST ............. MERLE HAGGARD
ALBUM OF THE YEAR ....... OKIE FROM MUSKOGEE

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR

OKIE FROM MUSKOGEE
SONG OF THE YEAR ......... OKIE FROM MUSKOGEE
TOP VOCAL GROUP . ........... .00 KIMBERLYS

BAND OF THE YEAR...MERLE HAGGARD'S STRANGERS

DISC JOCKEY ... .. ...ttt tnennnns DICK HAYNES
TV PERSONALITY . ................. JOHNNY CASH
NIGHTCLUB ..................... PALOMINO CLUB
STEEL GUITAR . ................. BUDDY EMMONS
BIAN O R i RNl ==l FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR . . . . . ..ttt ittt aae e AL BRUNO
1 D D L R R R R SR R BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS . ... ... ...ttt JERRY WIGGINS
BAS S R R e e BILLY GRAHAM

(Continued on page 30)

YONGESTREET PRODUCTIONS

STILL THE #1
SYNDICATED SHOW

Thanks to the support of our many
Country Fans, Viewers and Performers

SEEN EACH WEEK BY 35 MILLION VIEWERS

Congratulations to the Academy and nominees

Joha Aaswerth N Courirey Fromk Poppiat
Boh Bogtmen Sam Lovylle Nick Vanof?

Stereocountry at your fingertips
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“SUGAR AND SPICE AND ALL THINGS NICE!"

FARGO COUNTRY

FEATURING THE SMASH SINGLE “MOCKINGBIRD HILL”
ON WARNER BROS. RECORDS & TAPES
WARNER COUNTRY IS ‘FARGO COUNTRY.’
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(Continued from page 28)

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1970

MAN OF THE YEAR. .. ............. HUGH CHERRY
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD .......... BILL BOYD
PIONEER AWARD ...... TEX RITTER, PATSY MONTANA
ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR....... MERLE HAGGARD
TOP MALE VOCALIST............. MERLE HAGGARD
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ........... LYNN ANDERSON.
ALBUM OF THE YEAR ....... FOR THE GOOD TIMES

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR
FOR THE GOOD TIMES

SONG OF THE YEAR .......... FOR THE GOOD TIMES
TOP VOCAL GROUP. . ... ... ...t KIMBERLYS
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST...... BUDDY ALAN
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST . SAMMI SMITH
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB. . ............ PALOMINO CLUB
TV PERSONALITY ............c00... JOHNNY CASH
NEWS PUBLICATION .. ..........c0on.n BILLBOARD
RADIO STATION . . . . ... ... v v v KLAC, Los Angeles
DISC JOCKEY............. CORKY MAYBERRY, KBBQ
COMEDY ACT....... ..o ncennan ROY CLARK

BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring) . .
THE TONY BOOTH BAND

BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring) ....... THE STRANGERS
STEEL GUITAR .. ... ..... .0t J. D. MANESS
PIANO . ........¢. 00 teernnonons FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR . . . . . . . .t ittt it st naens AL BRUNO
FIDDLE . ........ .00t eeen. BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS . .........¢c.ciiinnnnn. ARCHIE FRANCIS
BASS . .............. BILLY GRAHAM & DOYLE HOLLY

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1971

MANOFTHEYEAR ...........cevennnn WALTER KNOTT
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD ............ ROY ROGERS
PIONEER AWARD .......... BOB NOLAN, STUART HAMLIN,

TEX WILLIAMS
ENTERTAINEROF THEYEAR ............. FREDDIE HART
TOPMALE VOCALIST ..........ccccnenens FREDDIE HART
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST ................ LORETTA LYNN
ALBUMOFTHEYEAR .............cc0nvuns EASY LOVIN’

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR . EASY LOVIN' FREDDIE HART

SONGOFTHEYEAR ........c00ivenenennns EASY LOVIN’
TOP VOCAL GROUP . ..... CONWAY TWITTY/LORETTA LYNN
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST .......... TONY BOOTH
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST . .BARBARA MANDRELL
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB ................ PALOMINO CLUB,
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.
TVPERSONALITY ........cciiivennennns GLEN CAMPBELL
RADIOSTATION ............... KLAC, LOS ANGELES, CA.
DISCJOCKEY . .....coitevrvvennas LARRY SCOTT (KLAC)
COMEDY ACT ......c.rieennnsennnennnns ROY CLARK
BANDOFTHEYEAR ................ TONY BOOTH BAND
(Non-Touring)
BANDOFTHEYEAR .........ciivereeannns STRANGERS
(Touring)
STEELGUITAR . ......cciieetenneensooan J. D. MANNESS
PIANO .. ......cioeteennsnrennanssnss FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR ... ... ittt nenencnasnsnns AL BRUNO
FIDDLE ... ....ciivenesnccanscsoas BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS .......cciveercnesnsnsancnsns JERRY WIGGINS
BASS ... ...ttt et e it s e LARRY BOOTH

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1972

MANOFTHEYEAR ............... LAWRENCE WELK
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD ....... THURSTON MOORE
PIONEERAWARD .......... CLIFFIE STONE, GENE AUTRY
ENTERTAINEROF THEYEAR ............. ROY CLARK
TOPMALEVOCALIST . .. ... ... ...... MERLE HAGGARD
TOP FEMALEVOCALIST . . ............. DONNA FARGO
ALBUMOFTHEYEAR ............. HAPPIEST GIRL/USA

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR 3¢
HAPPIEST GIRL/USA—-DONNA FARGO

SONGOFTHEYEAR .............. HAPPIEST GIRL/USA
TOP VOCALGROUP . ............ STATLER BROTHERS
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST. . . . JOHNNY RODRIQUEZ
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST . .. .. TANYA TUCKER
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB . ............ PALOMINO CLUB,

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA
TVPERSONALITY .. .. ... .. it ROY CLARK
RADIO STATION . . ... .. KLAC, LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA
DISCJOCKEY ... ... ..ttt enen LARRY SCOTT
BAND OF THE YEAR (Non-Touring). . . . . . TONY BOOTH BAND
BAND OF THE YEAR (Touring) . ............ STRANGERS
STEELGUITAR . . . .. ... i it i vt e BUDDY EMMONS
PIANO. . .. .ttt ittt et e it i FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR . .. ...ttt iete oo onnans AL BRUNO
FIDDLE ............cotucneunn BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS . ... ... .¢itieteecnnenenn JERRY WIGGINS
BASS ... ...ttt LARRY GARNER (Booth)

| Best Wishes

GLEN
CAMPEBELL
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AWARD WINNERS FOR 1973

SONG OF THE YEAR . BEHIND CLOSED DOORS/KENNY O'DELL
ENTERTAINEROF THEYEAR ... ....covuvnnn.. ROY CLARK
SINGLE OF THE YEAR............
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS/CHARLIE RICH
TOP FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR . . . . . LORETTA LYNN
TOP MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR . ...... CHARLIE RICH
ALBUMOF THE YEAR ........
BEHIND CLOSED DOORS/CHARLIE RICH
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST. . OLIVIA NEWTON-JOHN
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST .. ... DORSEY BURNETTE
TOP VOCAL DUET OR GROUP OF THE YEAR. . . BRUSH ARBOR
COUNTRY NIGHTCLUB . . ......
THE PALOMINO, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA
BAND OF THE YEAR (non-touring) . .
SOUND COMPANY/RONNIE TRUHETT

BAND OF THE YEAR (touring) . ........... BRUSH ARBOR
STEELGUITAR . . ... .......... .. RED RHODES
PIANO . ....... ... ... ... FLOYD CRAMER
LEADGUITAR . . . .. ... .. ... i, AL BRUNO
FIDDLE ....................... BILLY ARMSTRONG
DRUMS .. ........... . ........... JERRY WIGGINS
BASS . . ... .., LARRY BOOTH
JIM REEVES MEMORIAL AWARD . .. ...... SAM LOUVELLO
PIONEERAWARD ... ................ HANK WILLIAMS

DISC JOCKEY OF THE YEAR AWARD
CRAIG SCOTT, WJJD, CHICAGO
RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR . . . .. .. KLAC, LOS ANGELES

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1974

BASSGUITAR ............ccvivvnnnn... .BILLY GRAHAM
DRUMS. ... ... .. it JERRY WIGGINS
FIDDLE ..............coovu.. . ....BILLY ARMSTRONG
LEAD GUITAR ..... 0080600 800a0000 000000080 AL BRUNO
PIANO. ... ...t FLOYD CRAMER
STEELGUITAR ........ooviniinnnnnnn. J.D. MANNES
COUNTRY DISC JOCKEY OF THE YEAR....
LARRY SCOTT
COUNTRY RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR....
KLAC
BAND OF THE YEAR (TOURING) ............. STRANGERS

BAND OF THE YEAR (NON-TOURING) . ...
THE PALOMINO RIDERS
COUNTRY NIGHT CLUB OF THE YEAR .... PALOMINO CcLuUB
MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST . .. LINDA RONSTADT
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST ....... MICKEY GILLEY
TOP VOCAL GROUP OF THE YEAR....
LORETTA LYNN/CONWAY TWITTY
ALBUM OF THE YEAR....
“BACK HOME AGAIN"/JOHN DENVER

MALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR..... ... MERLE HAGGARD
FEMALE VOCALIST OF THE YEAR ........ LORETTA LYNN
SINGLE OF THE YEAR. .. “COUNTRY BUMPKIN"/CAL SMITH
ENTERTAINER OF THEYEAR .......... «..... MAC DAVIS
SONG OF THE YEAR.... "COUNTRY BUMPKIN"/DON WAYNE
"JIMREEVES .......cccivvvnvnnnnnnnnn.. MERV GRIFFIN
*PIONEERAWARD ...........coivnnunn.. MERLE TRAVIS

TENNESSE ERNIE FORD
JOHNNY BOND
(Continued on page 38)
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11910 E. Valley Boulevard

NASHVILLE WEST

El Monte, California (213) 442-0337

Personal Regards

C.J.Sanden

and

Sharon Leighton

& The Country Sunshine

Tuesday-Saturday

TALENT NIGHT—Tuesday Night
JIMMY LESTER & THE NASHVILLE EXPRESS

Sunday and Monday
DANCING 7 NIGHTS A WEEK
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BILL BOYD

When Bill Boyd first became a member of the Academy of
Country Music, back in November of 1965, he was serving as
a country music disc jockey with the American Forces Net-
work in Frankfurt, Germany. Tex Williams, who had just
been elected the first President of the Academy, was in
Europe and did Bill’s radio show; it was Tex who introduced
him to the Academy and sponsored his first membership.

In late 1968, after three years as an absentee member, Bill
attended his first Academy meeting upon his return to the
States. Having settled in Los Angeles, Bill was asked to
produce the Academy Awards Show scheduled for March
1969; he had less than three months to put the program
together. Since that time, however, Bill has been an integral
part of the production of each year’s show, and he was also
involved in the negotiations for network television broadcast.

In May 1969, Bill was elected to the Board of Directors
and served his first two terms as Chairman of the Board. In
1971 he was first elected to the Presidency of the Academy;
after two years as President, he served an additional two
years as a member of the Board. In the 1974 elections, Bill
was again voted Chairman of the Board, and in 1975 he was
elected to the first of his current two terms as President.

As a lifetime member of the Academy, Bill has continually
served the organization — and country music itself. He has
received the Jim Reeves Award for his contributions to the
international acceptance of America’s music. He and his
wife, Fran, who is Executive Secretary to the Board of
Directors and runs the Academy offices, live in Burbank,
California, with their two children, Sharon and Bill, Jr., and
the entire family takes pride in the fact that they can actively
participate in the making of the music they love best.

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC




FENCE

& Records

Amazing Rhythm Aces
Jimmy Buffett
Gene Cotton
Delbert McClinton

Tompall Glaser
and His Outlaw Band

Poco

Diana Trask
Jim Weatherly

& Dot Records

Johnny Carver
Randy Cornor
Narvel Felts
Chris Gantry

Roy Head
Barbara Mandrell
Tommy Overstreet

Ray Price

Red Steagall
Buck Trent

Roy Clark
Billy “Crash” Craddock
Freddy Fender

Jimmy Gateley
Jerry Max Lane

Jim Mundy
Kathy Owens

Sir Doug &
The Texas Tornadoes

Hank Thompson
Don Williams

GANT
US IN.

Jim Chestnut
Don Gibson
Carl Smith

Don Everly
Mickey Newbury

/ 5\
< >
7
SHELIER
Larry Hosford
Willis Alan Ramsey

©1977, ABC Records Inc.
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ENTERTAINMENT
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JERRY INMAN
DANNY MICHAELS
SANDI WARNER
MIKE JONES

BONNIE OWENS
WALLY THOR
CHUCK SULLIVAN
HELEN UNDERWOOD
JIM CHRISTOFERSON
SUZY FRANK

BILL BOYD

CHRIS LANE

HOWDY GLEN
MARGO SMITH
JERRY NAYLOR
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BEHIND

SCENES. ..

By Gene Weed

(Gene Weed, former Chairman of the Board of Directors and

Sformer Vice-President of the Academy, produces the annual
Academy of Country Music Awards Show in conjunction
with Gene Weed Productions and The Film Factory; since
1975 he has shared production responsibilities with current
Chairman of the Board Ron Weed. )

The 12th Annual Academy of Country Music Awards Show
will be seen Thursday, February 24th, by a multinational
audience of millions of Americans, Canadians and country
music fans around the world through the network facilities of
ABC-TV and Filmways International Syndication. This will
be the fourth consecutive year that the ACM Awards are tele-
vised and, again, the show is loaded with the superstars of
country music and of Hollywood . . . but it was not an easy
production to get on the tube!

For some reason, known only to the upper echelons of the
television industry, country music holds, at best, a second-
class citzenship in the magic media of television. In the rare
cases where country music programs have been allowed on
prime-time TV, they have been, for the most part, so distorted
by Hollywood or New York interpretation—even on those
shows done in Nashville—that the last thing to come off well
is the music or the musician.

In 1973, with this thought in mind, I first approached ABC-
TV in New York about the possibility of airing the Academy’s
annual tribute to country music and its entertainers. The ABC
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programmers didn’t stage a ticker-tape parade down Avenue
of the Americas at the prospect of another ‘‘country &
western’’ show, but they did listen. The powers-that-be were
a bit concerned that all country music fans retire immediately
following the 6 o’clock news and that, consequently, there
wouldn’t be much of an audience for the ‘“Wide World of
Entertainment’’ slot that starts at 11:30 p.m. on the East and
West Coasts and at 10:30 p.m. in Mid-America.

However, due either to the fact that I'm one hell of a
salesman or that I agreed to produce a $100,000 show for a fee
of $65,000, traditional thinking was swayed, thanks greatly to
the efforts of ABC’s then late-night programming chief Bob
Shanks. . . but it took a full year to happen.

In March of 1974 the Awards Show was presented before
2,000 people in the John Wayne Theater at Knott’s Berry
Farm and subsequently aired on ABC-TV. It captured one of
the highest ratings of any show ever aired in that time slot,
despite the fact that a highly publicized ‘‘streaker’’ made a
flash appearance on the Carson Show that same night. ABC was
delighted, the in-house audience had a ball, and the television
audience was introduced to the Academy of Country Music.

The annual blend of Hollywood’s television and film stars
with the superstars of country music is a mix that has not only
brought success to the show, but makes for a great evening of
fun for everyone, whether in the auditorium or under the
quilts at home. My brother Ron, who co-produces the shows
with me, and I are both confident that next year’s Awards will
be moved to prime time, allowing more people than ever to
share in the festivities.

As for this year . . . well, the Shrine Auditorium holds 6,479
people (take away a few to make room for the six cameras),
the largest concert audience ever able to attend an Academy
Show. So watch out for the booms and the dollies, and start
grinning—you’re on ABC-TV, courtesy of country music!

ACADEMY OF COUNTRY MUSIC
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(Continued from page 31)

AWARD WINNERS FOR 1975

BASS ...uvreneeeeceiiiieoraninaaeeniaans BILLY GRAHAM
DRUMS ...eeeeiicennneeeennannninenaeens ARCHIE FRANCIS
FIDDLE ..covveiiniinnnnnnceeceenns BILLIE ARMSTRONG
LEADGUITAR ...eontninnnnncneecneeesss RUSS HANSEN
7YYo TP JERRY LEE LEWIS
STEELGUITAR ....oovivrrinnannnnnnnnenaens J.D. MANNESS
RHYTHMGUITAR ...oiiiirnenneneeeenennns JERRY INMAN

COUNTRY RADIO STATIONOFTHEYEAR. ............couten
KLAC, LOS ANGELES, CA.

COUNTRY DISC JOCKEYOFTHEYEAR.........ccoveivnnanns
BILLY PARKER, KVOO, TULSA, OKLAHOMA

COUNTRY MUSIC NIGHT CLUBOFTHEYEAR ................
PALOMINO, NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA

BAND OF THE YEAR (touring) .... STRANGERS (Merle Haggard)
BANDOF THEYEAR(non-touring). . . ....ccvveenecnnenennanns
PALOMINO RIDERS (Jerry iInman)

MOST PROMISING FEMALE VOCALIST ...... CRYSTAL GAYLE
MOST PROMISING MALE VOCALIST ........ FREDDY FENDER
TOPVOCALGROUP........ CONWAY TWITTY/LORETTALYNN
ALBUMOFTHEYEAR . ... coiiiitiiinaeanotnianranannns
FEELINGS (Loretta Lynn/Conway Twitty)
MALE VOCALISTOFTHEYEAR ............ CONWAY TWITTY
FEMALE VOCALISTOFTHEYEAR............ LORETTA LYNN

SINGLERECORDOFTHEYEAR ...........ciicvniniennennn
RHINESTONE COWBOY (Glen Campbell)

ENTERTAINEROFTHEYEAR ................ LORETTALYNN
SONGOFTHEYEAR . ...ttt ianiretaaenassasaoranssnns
RHINESTONE COWBOY (Glen Campbell)
JIM REEVES MEMORIALAWARD.............. DINAH SHORE
PIONEERAWARD . .......coiiviinnirannnnnens ROY ROGERS
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12th Annual

Academy of Country Music
Awards Show

Shortly after the Academy of Country Music was founded in
1964, its membership determined that the best way to recog-
nize the music was to recognize the people who made it
possible—the singers, the pickers, the writets—and to salute
their outstanding achievement during any given year. Thus, in
1965, as an SRO audience at the Hollywood Palladium
applauded the selection of Roger Miller as ‘‘Man of the Year”’
and a young entertainer named Merle Haggard as ‘‘Most
Promising Male Vocalist,”” a star was born—the annual
Academy of Country Music Awards Show.

The shows have been held at the Hollywood Palladium, the
Beverly Hilton Hotel, the Century Plaza Hotel and the John
Wayne Theater in Knott’s Berry Farm. But this year, in
keeping with the Academy’s continued efforts to involve the
public in the music, the ceremonies are being staged at the
Shrine Auditorium, a venerable Los Angeles theater that
opened in 1926 and claimed—at the time—the world’s largest
stage.

That same stage, upon which tonight’s ceremonies are

(Continued on page 44)
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The Academy of Country Music was founded in Los Angeles
in 1964 as an international professional organization
dedicated to the continued growth and recognition of country
music, America’s own music. In the 12 years that have passed
since its inception, both the Academy and country music have
grown,

When it began, the Academy was called the Academy of
Country and Western Music, and there was still a tendency to
keep country music out in the country. The foothills of Holly-
wood, however, are a long way from the hillbillies, and the
Academy offered a convenient means of bringing together the
rapidly increasing country community located in the West to
discuss common concerns and ambitions.

Initially, then, Academy membership was comprised of
professionals, with a diversified representation of artists and
entertainers, club owners and operators, composers,
publishers, promoters, disc jockeys, musicians and record
company executives. In late 1975, however, and in keeping
with the Academy’s policy of continued expansion and in-
creased public involvement, it was decided to open the
Academy to general, non-affiliated members as well. This is
the second year that the nominees and winners reflect the
combined votes of the professional and general membership.

Chartered as a nonprofit organization by the laws of the
State of California, the Academy is dependent upon its
annual membership dues to support its activities, including
the monthly newsletter, the membership cards and the various
trophies, plaques and awards given throughout the year.
General membership fees are $10 annually; professional
membership is $15; corporate membership is $500, and life-
time memberships cost $150.

The general membership meetings are held in the Los
Angeles area and are called monthly by the Academy
President. A brief business review is followed by entertain-
ment featuring performers who belong to the Academy. The
Board of Directors, which is elected by the professional
membership, meets the first Monday of each month, and
members with business to bring before the Board are always
welcome.

In addition to the general promotion and enhancement of
country music, the Academy has determined and established
specific goals and projects. The Marty Landau Memorial
Trust Fund, created in 1974, was conceived as a relief fund for
Academy members and is maintained by proceeds received
from the Annual Awards Show and the yearly Celebrity Golf
Tournament, which will next be held in September of 1977 at
Los Robles in Thousand Oaks, California.

For additional information regarding the Academy of
Country Music or for membership applications, please call
(213) 462-2351, or write The Academy of Country Music.
P.O. Box 508, Hollywood, California 90028.
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FRIENDS
OF THE
ACADEMY

ABC RECORDS

ASCAP

ATU MUSIC - CLIFFIE STONE

ALAMO VILLAGE MUSIC

GEORGIA ANDERSON

RAY ARNOLD

BMI

GENE BEAR ENTERPRISES - “BEAR COUNTRY"
JIM AND SUNNIE BELL - THE DIAMOND BAR
BLACK DIAMOND STRINGS

DOUGLAS BLACK

FRAN BOYD & BILL BOYD

GLEN CAMPBELL

JOE CANNON - JDJ RECORDS

CARAVAN EAST, ALBUQUERQUE & AMARILLO
CASINO RECORDS

CELEBRITY MANAGEMENT, INC. (CM1)

RICH CESARETT!

COLUMBIA RECORDS

COUNTRYSTYLE

JIMMIE DAVIS

KEN & BOBBIE DAY

MARGO & DICK DOLE - “CASH MC CALL” PRODUCTIONS
: LAWRENCE DOPP
DOTTSY

LOU AND RUDY DUIR

PAT DUNNE

EDGE RECORDS

WALT ESTEN

DONNA FARGO

PAUL FOSTER - LARK ELLEN RECORDS

GRACE FRANKS

MICKEY GILLEY

GILLEY’'SCLUB

KRIS GODDARD, BILLANTHONY PROMOTIONS
HERMAN GOLDBERG

BOBBY GOLDSBORO

JACK GOLDWATER

AL GREER

BEVERLY HALL

HALLNOTE MUSIC COMPANY

HEE-HAW

HENDRICKS GMC TRUCKS

NORM & CINDY HESSLINK

RAPLH T. HICKS - PONDEROSA CLUB

LITTLE RICHIE JOHNSON

BETTE KAYE PRODUCTIONS INC. OF CALIFORNIA
BOB KAYE - B & K ENTERPRISES

KGBS RADIO

PEE WEE KING

JEFFREY S. KRUGER - EMBER CONCERTS - LONDON
STEVE & JEANNE LAPPIN

BUDDY LEE ATTRACTIONS, INC.

JERRY LEE LEWIS & CO. - LOIS M. TENNER

If
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LINDA GAIL LEWIS & MARIAN REDELL MUSIC
JERI LOGAN

LORETTA LYNN ENTERPRISES

MCA RECORDS

GEORGE MANZ & THE COUNTRY STONES
BRIAN MARK & THE MARKSMEN

C.F. MARTIN GUITARS

PATTI MARTZ

MEL MC DANIEL

MEMO RECORDS - JACK MARTIN

MARGE MEOLI

MARY & WALT MIERTA

EUEL MILLS ENTERPRISES & HOWDY GLENN
THURSTON MOORE COMPANY, LTD.

MARTY MORGAN

TOI MORITOMO

BOB MORRISON - BILL ANTHONY

MOTOWN RECORDS

MUSIC CITY NEWS

NASHVILLE WEST

NEAL BUDGET OFFICE FURNITURE OF NASHVILLE
OFFICIAL TALENT & BOOKING DIRECTORY
THE PALOMINO

JOHNNY PAYNE

PLAYBOY RECORDS

RCA RECORDS

MARY JEANNE RAINWATER

JACK AND RIP REESE - CALIF. COUNTRY JAMBOREE
CORI REMINICK

BARBARA RUGG

JACK SETTLE AND THE COUNTRY-POLITANS
SHURE BROS.

DEAN SMITH

THE SOUND COMPANY - EDDY, LYNN, ZEN, RICK
BILL STANSELL - TWIN LIONS MUSIC
SHARON TASKER - LLFC’ER & COLLECTORS LIMITED
TOMMY THOMAS

EULA THOMPSON

WALLY THOR

STEVE TOLIN

JO ANNE TORRES

TRUCKMASTERS SCHOQL OF TRUCKING
DENNY TYMER, TYMER MUSIC & WILWIN RECORDS
ROCKY VALDEZ MUSIC

VARIETY ENTERTAINERS GUILD OF AMERICA
GENE WEED & RON WEED

BEN & LISA WEISMAN

WAYNE WEST TRAITORS MUSIC

FORREST WHITE - MUSIC MAN, INC.

RAY & KAY WHITLEY

HANK WILLIAMS JR. ENTERPRISES

SELMA WILLIAMS

RENE WOLFF

WOOD/FREEMAN BUSINESS MANAGEMENT




SPECIAL
AWARDS

The Academy of Country Music takes great pride in
presenting two special awards, the recipients of which are
determined by the Academy’s Board of Directors rather than
by formal vote.

The Jim Reeves Memorial Award, first given in 1969, is
presented annually to an individual, not necessarily a per-
forming artist, who has made substantial contributions
towards furthering international acceptance of country music
during the preceding calendar year. Past recipients of the Jim
Reeves Memorial Award include Joe Allison, current
President of the Academy Bill Boyd, Roy Rogers, ‘‘Hee-
Haw’’ producer Sam Louvello, Thurston Moore, Merv
Griffin and Dinah Shore.

In recognition of outstanding and unprecedented achieve-
ment in the field of country music, the Academy, in 1968,
created the Pioneer Award, which is not necessarily bestowed
on an annual basis and may have more than one recipient.
‘‘Pioneers’’ who have been thus honored include ““Uncle Art”’
Satherly, Bob Wills, Tex Ritter, Patsy Montana, Bob Nolan,
Stuart Hamlin, Tex Williams, Cliffie Stone, Gene Autry,
Hank Williams, Merle Travis, Tennessee Ernie- Ford and
Johnny Bond.

ACADEMY BOARD
OF DIRECTORS

The 36 members of the Academy’s Board of Directors are
elected annually by the professional membership, and the
individuals who serve on the Board represent the following
occupational categories: Advertising/Radio & TV Sales;
Artist/Entertainer; Club Operator; Composer; Disc Jockey;
Manager/Booker; Musician/Band Leader/ Instrumentalist;
Radio/Television/Motion Picture; Promotion; Record Com-
pany; Publications, and Music Publisher.

There are, in addition, two members from a ‘‘nonaffili-
ated’’ category and six persons who are elected Directors-
at-Large. The diversified backgrounds of the various mem-
bers allow the Board of Directors to best represent the ul-
timate goal of the Academy—the international recognition
and appreciation of country music.

The Officers of the Academy, who are also elected each
year by the membership, are Bill Boyd, President; Ron Weed,
Chairman of the Board; Gene Bear, Vice-President; Janice
Smith, Recording Secretary, and Selma Williams, Treasurer.
Mr. Ben Sussman is Legal Counsel to the Academy, and Fran
Boyd, Executive Secretary to the Board of Directors, also
runs the Academy offices.

NEW & USED TRUCKS LEASING

1710 S. ANAHEIM BLVD.

HENDRICKS GMC TRUCKS, INC.

“THE TRUCK PEOPLE FROM GENERAL MOTORS”

P.O.BOX 968

PHONES: LOS ANGELES 625-2696

TRUCKS

8 ACRES OF TRUCKS PARTS & SERVICE

PARTS & SERVICE GAS DIESEL

ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 92805

ANAHEIM 776-5300
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INSURE THAT YOUR DOLLARS
PROVIDE YOU WITH THE
BESTIN ENTERTAINMENT!

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION, AVAILABILITY AND PRICES CONTACT:
@e ‘William “Boyd cAgcgcy
6381 Hollywood Boulevard- Suite 523, Hollywood, Califoriia 90028 (213) 465-2166




AWARDS

(Continued from page 38)

being conducted, has been the site of USC basketball games
and the Harlem Globe Trotters; the Shrine annually hosts a
full-scale circus onstage, and the distinctive Moorish architec-
ture may be familiar from the film ‘A Star Is Born’’ (the
Judy Garland version). Most importantly, the Shrine seats
nearly 6,500 people—the largest audience to ever attend an
Academy of Country Music Awards Show. And for the
fourth consecutive year, people across the country will be
able to share in the excitement and anticipation of the evening
when ABC-TV broadcasts the event nationally on Thursday,
February 24th.

This year’s pre-show ceremonies will commence at 7 p.m.,
hosted by Chris Lane of KGBS-FM radio. These ceremonies,
which are not televised, feature entertainment by local
celebrities and the presentation of awards for excellence by
individual musicians. The winners in these categories—bass,
drums, fiddle, lead guitar, piano, steel guitar and rhythm
guitar—are nominated and chosen by their peers, the pro-
fessional musicians membership.
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Wally Thor

GTRUCKMASTER

SCHOOL OF TRUCKING
(213) 692-6938
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Other awards, which will be reviewed on the national
telecast if time allows, are given to the Radio Station of the
Year, Disc Jockey of the Year and ' ountry Music Night-
club of the Year. Then, at 8:30, the television cameras start to
roll, and taping of the 12th Annual Academy of Country
Music Awards Show begins.

The telecast this year is co-hosted by Pat Boone and Ms.
Patti Page, who is making her first appearance on an
Academy Show. The ceremonies feature entertainment by
Freddy Fender, last year’s Most Promising Male Vocalist,
Donna Fargo, voted Top Female Vocalist in 1972, Ronnie
Milsap, Don Williams and Mel Tillis, a guest performer
in 1976. The guest star presenters include Marty Robbins,
last year’s Master of Ceremonies, and Loretta Lynn, last
year's Entertainer of the Year, as well as T.G. Sheppard,
actor Claude Akins and World Champion Cowboy Larry
Mahan, who also has his first country album out this year.

It is with much gratitude that the Academy acknowledges
the continued support of the country music community, and
most particularly those artists and celebrities who have again
contributed their services towards making the 12th Annual
Academy of Country Music Awards Show an event worthy
of America’s own music.
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