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...the
canvases of their
memories were
painted with
the images that
caused them both
to smile. AlImost
simultaneously
they drove their
spurs into the
matted hide and
stubborn attitudes
of their equine
companions. The
good, the bad and
the last unknown
lay waiting across
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George Strait says, “Thanks.”

You always knew be was a man of few words.

Personal Manager: Erv Woolsey
(615) 329-2402 Fax: (615) 327-4917
1000 18th Avenue South

Nashville, Tennessee 37212
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“THANKS TO ALL THE
ACADEMY MEMBERS FOR
RECOGNIZING ME & THE

- MUSIC I LOVE TO MAKE.
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Scot Siman

ountry music he low prices. Let’s hope as this
continues year progresses our retail brothers
its enormous work on ways to get customers into
popularity. We the stores, and that the record com
continue to see panies help them in this endeavor.
gold, platinum and And what is wrong with a $19.99
multiplatinum artists develop and CD? How about a lighted arrow
break in our format. Our music is pointing to the country section?
in demand for film and television,
and international opportunities It's often how you look at things
grow. Garth is on track to becom that matters. The trite but true

the biggest seller ever. Fall arbitrons phrase, is the glass half empty or
are up for country radio. The depth half full, certainly applies to coun-

nd breadth of our music grows try music. Too many labels—not
and presents us with new horizons enough great music. Hat—no hat.
and challen es. How will we Navel—no navel. Cookie cutter—
espond traditional. Edgy country<—rock n
roll. Full price—bargain bay.
Someone recently asked me to Reduced playlist—well-pro-
define country music. Why? So we grammed station. Too many
can put it in a box and stick it over holds—not enough great songs.
to the side? So it will not be so Radio candy—catchy uptempo.
hreatening to other formats? Let’s Maudlin—=breathtaking ballad. In
ace it, there are a lot of folks jeal- the end, we all seek great music and
ous of the success we have enjoyed. accomplished artistry. My cowboy
Our fans will let us know where at’s off to those writers, musicians,
and how the format should grow. engineers, producers and artists
Let’s make sure we give them who brought us the great music
the chance. last year, and I look forward to

hearing what the future will hold.
Music retail is going through major

changes. Cassettes, still a staple in Sit back and enjoy tonight’s
ur format, are becoming the eight pestiviticd: )

tracks of the 90’s right before our

eyes. How many CD players have Z?‘#é Z é

you seen in a pickup truck? Chains

are filing for bankruptcy protection

and trying to kill each other with Scott Siman

10 ACADEMY F COUNTRY MusiIc
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Bob Romeo

believe the
Academy is
doing a great
job by dedicating
nine performance
W slots to new artists, while
also acknowledging a strong
stable of established artists and
recognizing the endeavors and
achievements of an individual in
the field of Country Music with
the Pioneer Award.

I want to thank the talented Board of
Directors who are working on STAR-
FEST, CRS, and the Gavin Conventio .
I would like to acknowledge our PR
and Radio Committee headed by Cindi
Hoetzle and Bob Mitchell for their

fine efforts and help throughout the
year. Ron Huntsman has been a key
person working with ACM in helping
expand our radio coverage of the
Awards Show.

It is a pleasure working with our
president, Scott Siman. He has been

ery hands-on in helping us reach our
goals. I would also like to thank our
Executive Director, Fran Boyd, and
recognize her for a lifetime of dedica
tion to the Academy.

Now would like o invi e you o s1
back and enjoy the fine work of Gene
Weed and dick clark productions in
presenting the 31st Annual Academy
of Country Music Awards.

T S

Bob Romeo

AcaAaADEMY OF C UNTRY
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Mary Chapin carpENTER
Doug stone

c( a d e HAYE S Nominated Jok Top New Male Vocalist

Marcus suvMmmon

Ricochet
COLUMBI
. prou é

&
Farrcy stewart
f .
F Dollyiearron it b vce oo

Ron waLLACE

Rick TtrEVINO

COLUMBIA extends congratulations
to all ACM Nominees

For more information, wﬂhﬂoiw / forwe: oo, com
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Top Male Vocalist J
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ISong Of The Year|
lAlbum Of The Year |
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You Have The Right
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RITIPIR SIS Country Video Of The Year
“My Wife Thinks You're Dead”

NI Country Video Of The Year
“The Car”
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 26, 1996

Wwarm greetings to everyone gathered for the
thirty-first annual awards ceremony of the Academy
of Country Music.

Country music is one of America’s truly
original art forms. 1t has grown and developed
with our nation, capturing the spirit of our
people with its energy, eity, and diverse
cultural influences. F mountains of
Appalachia to the studios of from

the dance halls of Texas to the streets of
Bakersfield, countxry music has touched the hearts
of generations of Americans with its directness,
simplicity. and genuine emotion.

The outstanding singe ans, and
songwriters you are i ar have

proadened the horizo
advanced our nation’
personify the skills, ivi and commitment
to excellence that distinguish rica's country
artists. 1 salute all the nominees for their
contributions to our musical heritage and send
pest wishes for a memorable ceremony .

’
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CORLEW O'GRADY MANAGEMENT, INC.

1503 17TH AVENUE SOUTH NASHVILLE, TN. 37212
PH( NF (15 797 1995 / FAY 413 297 1935
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rue or False: Kix Brook
and Ronnie Dunn didn’t
grow up playing in a band
together, nor were they
friends before they were introduced
as potential songwriting collabora-
tors and possible duet partners.

Hard to believe, but the answer is
true. Though this dynamic country
duo may sound like they grew up
next door to each other, each thriv-
ing off of the other’s music, the
truth of the matter is they grew up
miles apart (geographically) but
just a short distance apart in musi-
cal tastes. Both were focused on

A CADEMY O F

COUNTRY

solo singing and songwriting
careers when they met. Five years
later, the two have formed an
alliance stronger even than blood
brothers might claim, and their
musical success has garnered them
and their label Arista/Nashville 12
million in album sales and more
than 20 major industry awards.

“Togetherness is the key to Brooks
& Dunn'’s success”, says a writer for
Entertainment Weekly. Whether
they’re putting on a high energy
show, co-writing songs in the
recording studio, or jammed inside
the bus . . . their appeal stems from

Music

m aROGEE

the way they mix style. The music
is part lonesome hearted country,
part stomping rock and roll.

At a Brooks & Dunn concert, it's
easy to see why, in 1994 and 1995,
the duo was one of the top five
highest-grossing live acts on the
country music scene. The two com-
bine the back roads rowdiness and
lighthearted intimacy of a sawdust
floor roadhouse with the hi-tech
visuals of state-of-the-art coliseum
rock. While the show is definitely a
production, what really drives it is
the individual personalities of the
two performers. Brooks is the
rockin’ one who gets the adrenaline
pumping, bounding all over the
stage and sometimes into the audi-
ence, jamming on his guitar and
delivering his songs with soul and
raw honesty, whether they be up-
tempo and rowdy or slow and
steady. Dunn is the quieter one,
wringing emotion from every note
of his ballads and drawing the
audience into the very heart of the

story.

Brooks & Dunn plan to be around
for many years to come, and the
reason is obvious to all who know
them or have seen their show: Kix
Brooks and Ronnie Dunn love what
they do. And what they do is stand
right out there on the edge, deliver-
ing songs that will always be a step
ahead of the other guys.

19
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here is no little irony in the

fact that the little girl from

Star, Mississippi is now a

star in her own right —
Faith Hill established her place in
country music with the 1993 release
of her Warner Bros. debut album,
Take Me As I Am. Since that time,
she has been blessed with the kind
of vision and artistic voice that has
allowed her to join the ranks of
country music artists who continue
to carry country music forward.

That debut release garnered the
young singer the number of fans it
takes to sell platinum and have
three number one singles. Those
fans came to the young singer
because they were able to commu-
nicate with her and find truth and a
lack of pretense in her presentation.

Faith’s latest release, It Matters To
Me, co-produced with her fiance
Scott Hendricks, is a statement of
purpose. From the assertive open-
ing of “Someone Else’s Dream” to
the closing gospel-flavored “Keep
Walkin'”, the album conveys the
conviction of an artist with some-
thing to say.

“Alot of the songs I perform in per-
son and on the album deal with
communication”, Faith acknowl-
edges. “Communication is one of
the most important things in life. In
communicating you are finding
yourself and becoming more com-
fortable with who you are. That is
how I like to live my life, period.
That is how I want my relationship
with my family, or anybody that is
a part of my life, to be.”

“It amazes me when I perform a
song in one of my shows that peo-

20

ple really do listen to the words”,
the songstress muses. “When it’s

a story song and I receive a letter
with the contents of the song in

the letter, I know I have done the
right thing by including this partic-
ular song on the record. It means
someone has heard it who needed
to hear it.”

Faith continues her ability to com-
municate through her stage show.
She has been touring extensively in

4
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support of It Matters To Me, and
she welcomes the opportunity to be
out there meeting her fans and per-
forming her music for them.

There’s no doubt — Faith Hill is
living up to the name of the town
which she left to start her journey
as a mainstay within the country
music industry. Star, Mississippi
must be proud of their very

own star.

OfF COUNTRY MuUs I c
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BROOKS & DUNN FAITHHILL

PERFORMERS
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-
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V4 ALABAMA JOHN ANDERSON

JOE DIFFIE ALAN JACKSON
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MARTINA M‘BRIDE

REBA MENTIRE

TIM M‘GRAW JOHN MICHAEL MONTGOMERY LEE ROY PARNELL

e

COLLIN RAYE

AARON TIPPIN

y
’

SHANIA TWAIN TRAVIS TRITT
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PRESENTERS

CHELY WRIGHT

BILLY DEAN

JEFF FOXWORTHY PAMTILLIS TRISHA YEARWOOD

a
LEEZA GIBBONS STEVE WARINER TOBY KEITH
LONI ANDERSON JOHN BERRY DIAMOND RIO MISS AMERICA

(SHAWNTEL SMITH)

EMILIO SHELBY LYNNE NAOMI JUDD DOUG SUPERNAW
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Congratulations to all of
tonight’s nominees.

€JTNN

THE NASHVILLE NETWORK
WVWE ARE COUNTRY.

@ 1996 Group W Satellite Communications. THE NASHVILLE NETWORK. TNN and the TNN Togos are regisiered service marks, and WIEE ARE COUNTRY is a service mark, of HEM, lac.. a Gaylord Emertainment Company.
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CHARLIE DUKE MICHELLE WRIGHT

NEAL M‘CO);

PATTY LOVELESS BLACKHAWK

LINDA DAVIS BUCK OWENS SAWYER BROWN JOHNNY PAYCHECK

" 4

CLINT BLACK CLAY WALKER

SPECIAL GUESTS

JOHNNY CASH WILLIE NELSON
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With the rush of Peavey presents

electric players
moving to
acoustic guitar,

a key expressive
element in
electric playing
has been lost:

the tremolo

bridge.

FEDNEY

Peavey’s Monitor magazine is filled with the latest information musicians want to know. To receive 4 issues for only $5 (USA price only) send check or money order to: MONITOR, Peavey Electranics, 711 A Street, Meridian MS 39301

the first (and
only) patented
tremolo system
for acoustic gui-
tar allowing the
expression of
electric while

preserving the

tone of acoustic.

Explore the new
acoustic frontier
at your Peavey

dealer,

The
ECOUSTIC
ATS.



PEYFORMER s

TOP NEW VOCAL DUET OR GROUP

LONESTAR PERFECT STRANGER

W MALE VOCALIST
]

WADE HAYES DAVID LEE MURPHY BRYAN WHITE

TOP NEW FEMALE VOCALIST

TERRICLARK SHANIA TWAIN
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THANK YOU
for my f1rst

‘% ACM Awar(l nomination,

“Top New Female Vocalist”
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#1 in resale value vs. Ford,
Chevy and GMC.

#1 1n Strategic Vision, Inc’s
Total Quality owner survey.

#1 in major automotive
press pickup awards.

#1 1n sales growth.

And on top of all that, Ram has been ranked the most appealing pickup in America
in a J.D. Power and Associates survey of owners.” There’s more, but you get the idea.
Quite simply, the reason Dodge Ram is at the top of nearly everyone’s shopping list is
that it’s at the top of nearly every other full-size pickup list.

Dodge Ram

America’s Truck Stop @ The New Dodge

OF THE CHRYSLER CORPORATION

*#1s, in order, based on: We calculated resale using avg. trade-in values for full-size '94-'95 pickup models vs. MSRPs, published in Jan. "95-Jan. '96
N.A.DA. Official Used Car Guide® monthly editions; Strategic Vision, Incs '95 Vehicle Experience Study of new vehicle buyers during the first 90 days of ownership
(full-size pickup category); survey of major automotive magazine “first place” awards for *94-’96 model year pickups to date; comparison of full-size pickup sales for "93 model year
(last year of former Ram model) vs. ‘95 model year; J.D. Power and Associates 1995 Automotive Performance, Execution, and Layout Study based on 27,859 responses.
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February 7—Bill Boyd, Executive
Director of the ACM, died at his home
in Burbank, California of a massive
heart attack... ACM again participated
in the Country Radio Seminar held in
Nashville in March... 30th Academy of
Country Music Awards Presentation
was held in May at the Universal
Ampbhitheatre. In conjunction with the
awards show, the Country Star
Restaurant unveiled Bill Boyd's star...
The ACM again sanctioned FanFest, this
second fan driven event was held at the
FairPlex in Pomona, CA... In May, Fran
Boyd, Executive Administrator of ACM,
was invited to and attended “Women In
Country Music” a special taped at the
White House and yes, President and
Mrs. Clinton were in attendance... In
June the ACM participated in the
International Entertainment Buyers
Association (IEBA) Seminar and hosted
the Sunday Brunch... In July, Scott
Siman of Sony Music was elected
President of ACM with Bob Romeo
being re-elected Chairman of the Board,
Gene Weed, re-elected Vice Chairman...
In October the Golf Committee recom-
mended and the Board of Directors
approved the renaming of the tourna-
ment to Academy of Country Music Bill
Boyd Golf Classic. The tournament
raised funds for three charities, T.J.
Martell Foundation/Neil Bogart
Memorial Laboratories, Shriners
Childrens Hospital and AMFAR... In
December the ACM hosted a luncheon
and cocktail reception in Nashville to
recognize Fran Boyd as the new
Executive Director...The Christmas
party held at the Castaway featured
entertainers, Jeff Carson, Terri Clark, Ty
Herndon with Stephanie Bentley, and
special guests, Chely Wright and Aaron
Tippin.

1994

In March, the Country Radio Seminar
“Super Faces” show, sponsored by the
ACM, featured the Dynamic Duet
Brooks & Dunn...They were also co-
hosts of the 1994 Celebrity Golf Classic
held in October... The 29th Annual
Awards Presentation and Show, held
May 3rd was hosted by Alan jackson

A CADEMY O F
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and Reba McEntire...this was the year
the ACM began sanctioning FanFest, a
fan-driven event to be held annually at
the Fairplex...Our SRO Christmas party
was again held at the Castaway in
Burbank, and those attending were
treated to performances of the stars of
tomorrow Bryan Austin, Wade Hayes
and Bryan White. Special guest artist
was Rick Trevino.

1993

ACM sponsors Super Faces show at the
Country Radio Seminar starring Reba
McEntire...Gene Weed and dick clark
productions put together a special
which aired on NBC entitled Acadeny
of Country Music’s Greatest Hits...
George Strait, Randy Owen, Reba
McEntire co-host the 28th awards pre-
sentation and show held at Universal
Amphitheatre, Universal Studios,
Hollywood...Elections are held—Ken
Kragen is elected president, Tim DuBois,
vice president, and Bob Romeo is elect-
ed to serve as chairman of the board...
Fran Boyd represents ACM at [EBA
Convention and Fan Fair... Doug Stone
is celebrity host for 11th annual ACM
Golf Classic.. BNA’s Lisa Stewart and
Doug Supernaw and RCA’s Martina
McBride and Andy Childs perform at
ACM'’s SRO Christmas party...

Music

-
-
B
s

Charlie Daniels,
Roy Acuff &
Minnie Pearl

\ | Ray Charles &
George Jones

1992

ACM Sponsors Super Faces show at the
Country Radio Seminar starring Garth
Brooks and hosts a hospitality suite for
the registrants...Clint Black, Lorrie
Morgan and Travis Tritt host the 27th
annual awards presentation and show
at the Universal Amphitheater...

The show does not air in Los Angeles
due to the “riots” taking place in and
around L.A....One of country’s hottest
hit-making groups, Sawyer Brown,
serves as celebrity host of 10th annual
ACM Golf Classic held in October for
charity, and $45,000 is presented to T. J.
Martell Foundation/Neil Bogart
Memorial Laboratory for their research
program...Two of country’s finest new
entertainers, Michelle Wright and Mark
Chesnutt, perform for ACM members
and guests at a sold out annual
Christmas party.
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Roger Miller & Eddie Dean

y 4
George Strait ,.’0

1991

In March, George Strait, reigning
Entertainer of the Year, performed at the

Super Faces show sponsored by the |

Academy of Country Music at the
Country Radio Broadcasters Seminar,
Nashville, Tennessee...Universal !
Hilton and Towers is selected official \
hotel for VIP guests for ACM awards

as the show moves to the Universal
Amphitheater at Universal Studios
Tours, Hollywood...Fred Reiser is re-
elected president, Gene Weed is re-elect-
ed to the position of board chairman
and the board of directors renew the
contract of Executive Director Bill
Boyd...ACM is represented by Fran
Boyd at ICMBA Convention and Fan
Fair in Nashville and the Alabama Jam
in Fort Payne, Alabama...Ninth annual
ACM Golf Classic with celebrity host
Willie Nelson is SRO and raises $40,000
for the T.J. Martell Foundation/Neil
Bogart Memorial Laboratory for Cancer,
Leukemia and AIDS research...Over 400
members and guests attended a sold out
Christmas party and were treated to a
feast of entertainment, including the
Doo Wah Riders, Steve Wariner, Arista;
John Anderson, BNA; Joe Diffie, Epic;
and Top Vocal Group of the Year
Shenandoah, RCA.

1990

ACM presents Artist of the Decade,
Alabama, at the Super Faces show at the
Country Radio Seminar—silver
anniversary awards presentation is held
at the Pantages Theater, Hollywood,
and a celebration dinner followed at the
Palace...eighth annual ACM Golf Classic
is held with celebrity host Restless
Heart, $37,500 is raised for the T.J.
Martell Foundation/Neil Bogart
Memorial Laboratory for their Cancer,
Leukemia and AIDS research...

| —
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ACM Executive
Director Bill Boyd
and Chairman of
the Board Gene
Weed lend a help-
ing hand to
Dennis Weaver
and Valerie
Harper with the
Love Is Feeding
Everyone (LIFE)
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Concert...Linda Davis, Shelby Lynne,
Aaron Tippin and Doug Stone perform
at SRO Christmas party.

Award winners The Judds appear at
ACM-sponsored Super Faces show at
the Country Radio Seminar... ACM also
hosts the most crowded Hospitality
Suite—must have been the catfish!...
ACM represented at Fan Fair and
International Country Music Buyers
Association convention...The country
community mourn the passing of Keith
Whitley...Past President Cliffie Stone
gets star on Hollywood’s Walk of
Fame...Gene Weed elected Chair-

A CADEMY

man...Awards show moved to Stage 1 at
the Walt Disney Studios...Alabama
named Artist of the Decade.

1988

ACM sponsors new feature at the
Country Radio Seminar—Super Faces
show starring 1987’s Entertainer of the
Year Hank Williams Jr....Marge Meoli
becomes associate editor of monthly
newsletter...Fred Reiser elected presi-
dent; Lacy J. Dalton, V.P; Don Langford,
chairman.. Keith Whitley per-
formed at Christmas party...
ACM Pioneer Award winner
Gene Autry opens Western
Heritage Museum in Los
Angeles.

1987

ACM represented at the
Country Radio Seminar, hosts
the Hospitality Suite and held

special drawing for a pair of tick-

ets, airfare and hotel to the awards
show...Fran Boyd’s godson Tyler
Eugene was born to parents Gene and
Toni Weed...TWA becomes official air-
line... ACM salutes Hollywood on its
100th anniversary...Heart attack claims
Chairman Ron Martin.

1986

Twenty-year special, retrospective and
party taped at Hollywood Center TV
Studios and aired on NBC, hosted by
Glen Campbell and Tammy Wynette;
produced and directed by Gene
Weed...Commissioned a research
project, “What’s This Country All
About?”—results announced at the

OF COUNTRY Music
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Seminar...Membership dues raised to
$40...ACM showcases new artists at
Landmark in Las Vegas...Second Golden
Hat Award presented to Willie Nelson
for his efforts on behalf of farmers—
“Farm Aid.”

1985

ACM sponsors panel discussion entitled
“What Direction Is Our Music Going in
the Last Half of the Eighties?” and
includes representatives from radio,
publications, booking agents and record
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promoters...ACM celebrates 20
years...Mourns the passing of Tex
Williams...Gene Weed,

president; Ron Martin, chairman...
Board votes to give a Video of the
Year award.

1984

ACM presents $9,000 check to the
American Heart Association...
Membership dues increased to $30...
Executive Director Bill Boyd goes to
Graceland with award winners
Alabama and presents the first “Golden
Hat” following tribute to Elvis on
awards show...Golf tourney moves to
De Bell, Burbank...

Fans mourn the passing of Marty
Robbins and Ernest
Tubb.

1983

ACM initiates
monthly luncheons
at L. A. Press Club
with guest indus-
try speakers...
Charlie Cook elect-
ed president; Gene
Weed, Chairman...
Annual Celebrity
Golf Classic
established and
held at
Mountain Gate
Country Club...
Christmas party
moves from
Palomino and St.
Nicholas Ballroom
to the
Castaways...ACM
participates in the
Radio Seminar with
an exhibit booth.

1982

ACM renames the
Motion Picture Award to
the Tex Ritter Award...

ACM hosts a luncheon at Country
Radio Seminar... ACM participates with
a booth at Fan Fair...Charlie Cook elect-
ed Chairman...ACM Golf Classic held at
Santa Paula...Gary Morris performs at
Christmas party...Jeanne Marchand
becomes associate editor of monthly
newsletter... Awards show moves back
to Knotts Berry Farm.

ACADEMY

1981

ACM relocates to the present address on
Sunset...Johnny Mosby elected presi-
dent...ACM holds member showcase at
Magic Mountain...Paige Sober elected
chairman of the board, Bill Boyd
becomes executive director...Awards
show moves to the Shrine Auditorium.

1980

Shefrin Company contracted to do
PR....ACM represented at Fan Fair, host-
ing a Hospitality Suite...ACM award-
winning group Alabama signed by
RCA, heralding the start of a spectacular
career.

1979

The Academy’s relationship with dick
clark productions, inc., moves ACM
awards to NBC television...The show
returns to Knotts Berry Farm and Gene
Weed and Al Schwartz produce it with
executive producer Dick Clark...Ticket
price raised to $40... ACM presents
Country Music Day at Los Alamitos
racetrack...Artist of the Decade Award
given to Loretta Lynn...the Motion
Picture Award established.

1978

ACM participates in the Equestrian
Trails Inc. Convention in Ventura,
CA...In June, former ACM president
Johnny Bond, one of ACM’s and
California’s country music’s pivotal fig-
ures, passes on...Ron Martin elected
President...ACM sanctions California
Country Jamboree showcases held at La
Mirada Civic Auditorium.

1977

ACM established Member
Showcases...Membership fee raised to
$20...Cliffie Stone is elected president;
Ron Martin, chairman...The Academy
and KGBS sponsor Country Music Day
at Dodger Stadium starring Donna
Fargo, Margo Smith and Rex Allen,
Jr...The Academy’s awards show moves
to Shrine Auditorium...

ACM sponsors float in Pacific Palisades
Fourth of July Parade...

ACM holds country concert at Starlight
Bowl in Burbank.

1976

Loretta Lynn appears on Dinah Shore’s
TV show and presents the Jim Reeves
Memorial Award to producer Owen

Of COUNTRY MusiIc
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Bradley...Ron Weed elected chairman,
Selma Williams elected treasurer...
Awards show producer Gene Weed and
Toni Menees are married.

1975

The awards show taped at the Aquarius
Theatre for ABC—A celebration dinner
and party held at the Hollywood
Paladium and ticket prices climbed to
$25...Cliffie Stone appears on the Merv
Griffin show and presents the Jim
Reeves Award to Merv...Bill Boyd elect-
ed president; David Skepner, chairman
of the board...The Academy sponsors
“Country Stars” at Dodger Stadium fol-
lowing the Dodgers/ Astros game...
KLAC broadcasts live the talent portion
of ACM meetings.

1974

Membership adopts a change of name
to Academy of Country Music...First
golf tournament held at Camarillo
Springs...Gene Weed produces, Allan
Angus directs taped national telecast of
awards show on ABC-TV..Cliffie Stone
re-elected president.

1973

Cliffie Stone elected president; Gene
Weed, vice president; Rick Landy, chair-
man...Gene Weed celebrates birthday at
Farrell’s Ice Cream Parlor...

Academy members Pat Boone, Billy
Armstrong and Jay Dee Maness appear
on the Merv Griffin show...Cliffie
Stone’s “Hometown Jamboree” cast
holds reunion at sold-out Hollywood
Palladium—performers include
Tennessee Ernie Ford, Molly Bee,
Wesley Tuttle.

1972

The Awards show moves to Knotts
Berry Farm’s John Wayne Theatre and is
televised nationally (through syndica-
tion), produced by Cranston
Productions of Hollywood for Metro
Media, aired locally on Channel 11...Red
Steagall elected chairman, Ron Anton
(BMI), treasurer...Steve Tolin begins
publishing annual awards program.

1971

Membership dues are raised to $15 per
year...Bill Boyd elected president; Gene
Weed, chairman...Academy members
perform in “Concern for Prisoners of
War” benefit...Conway Twitty and
Loretta Lynn join forces as a duo with
“We Can Only Make Believe,” a collabo-
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ration which resulted in some of
the finest country singles of the
decade...ACM Awards at
Palladium.

1970

ACM moves offices to suite in
the Hollywood Plaza Hotel...
”Country Music Caravan”
show featuring Academy
members are held at Foothill
and Palomino Clubs simulta-
neously...Billy Ward elected
president; Donna Fargo, sec-
retary...Merle Haggard learns
to play the fiddle (in three months) and
reunites a portion of the Texas Playboys
with the great Bob Wills for a final
recording session...Wills receives ACM
Pioneer Award.

1969

ACM produces, in conjunction with
Armed Forces Radio, a weekly country
music special broadcast hosted by Tex
Williams...Bill Boyd, Billy Liebert and
Larry Scott produce an awards presen-
tation at the Hollywood Palladium and
Dick Clark is emcee...Academy mem-
bers vote to become an international
organization..Johnny Bond elected
president; Bill Boyd, chairman of the
board... Artist of the Decade Award
established, Marty Robbins is first
recipient.

1968

Awards show held at the Century Plaza
Hotel and tickets are $15 per head...The
Hat Trophy is introduced, replacing the
original plaque award...First Academy
office is opened at Crossroads at the
World...Fran Boyd becomes executive
secretary...The Pioneer Award is estab-
lished and presented to “Uncle Art
Satherly,” legendary A&R man who
oversaw the first sessions by Bob Wills,
Gene Autry and others too numerous
to mention.

1967

The organization title is changed to
Academy of Country & Western
Music...Johnny Bond heads up commit-
tee to stage outdoor concert at
Devonshire Downs featuring Academy
members...Academy sponsors float in
Hollywood Christmas Parade...The
Country Music Museum and Hall of
Fame open in Nashville.

ACADEMY

1966

Articles of incorporation are filed with
the State of California...Western greats
Tex Williams elected president; Eddie
Dean, vice president...Bonanza’s Lorne
Greene hosts awards show at the
Beverly Hilton.

1965

The Country & Western Music
Academy’s annual membership dues
are $10...A committee is formed to initi-
ate plans for the first award show...Buck
Owens named Top Male Vocalist and
Merle Haggard Most Promising New
Artist.

1964

Plans for a Country & Western Music
Academy are formulated by Chris &
Mickey Christensen, Tommy Wiggins
and Eddie Miller.. Johnny Cash collabo-
rates with Tex Ritter on the fine Ballads
of the True West LP...Roger Miller goes
into a Nashville studio with four guys,
their acoustic guitars and a mess of
songs that would soon stand the world
on its ear.

O r COUNTRY MuUusic
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1. Laurel & Hardy assisting
Dick Clark at the ACM
Press Conference

2. Gene Weed, Vice Board
Chairman of the ACM
and Producer /Director
of the Academy of
Country Music Awards
for dick clark productions.

3. Tim McGraw meets the
press

4, Following the Press
Conference, the gang
gathered for the Class
of ‘96 photo

5. Radio Personality, Bob
Kingsley of ABC
Watermark

6. Chely Wr::?hf and Leeza
Gibbons discussing the
nominees
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THIRTY-FIRST ANNUAL

NOMINATIONS

ALBUM OF THE YEAR

(awarded to Artist{Producer(s)/
Record Company)

ALL I WANT
Tim McGraw /James Stroud-Byron
Gallimore/Curb

LEAD ON
George Strait/Tony Brown-George
Strait/MCA

WAITIN’ ON SUNDOWN
Brooks & Dunn/Don Cook-Scott
Hendricks/ Arista

WHEN FALLEN ANGELS FLY
Patty Loveless/Emory Gordy Jr/Epic
L]

THE WOMAN IN ME
Shania Twain/Robert John
Lange/Mercury

52

SINGLE RECORD
OF THE YEAR

(awarded to Artist/Producer|
Record Company)

ANY MAN OF MINE
Shania Twain/Robert John
Lange/Mercury
L]

CHECK YES OR NO
George Strait/Tony Brown-George
Strait/MCA
L
ILIKEIT, ILOVEIT
Tim McGraw /James Stroud-Byron
Gallimore/Curb
L]

IT MATTERS TO ME
Faith Hill/Scott Hendricks/Warner Bros

YOU’RE GONNA MISS ME
WHEN I'M GONE

Brooks & Dunn/Don Cook-Scott
Hendricks/ Arista

A CADEMY

SONG OF THE YEAR

(awarded to Composer{Publisher|Artist)

ILIKEIT, ILOVEIT
Steve Dukes-Jeb Stuart Anderson-Markus
Hall/Emdar Music; Texas Wedge Music;
Rick Hall Music ASCAP/Tim McGraw

THE KEEPER OF THE STARS
Dickey Lee, Danny Mayo, Karen
Staley /New Haven Music; Murrah Music
Corp; Songs of PolyGram Int’l; Sixteen
Stars Music; Pal Time Music Inc.
BMI/Tracy Byrd

STANDING ON THE EDGE OF
GOODBYE
John Berry, Stewart Harris/Kicking Bird
Music Inc.; Sony Tree Pub. Inc.; Edisto
Sound Int’l BMI/John Berry

[ ]
YOU DON'T EVEN KNOW
WHO I AM
Gretchen Peters/Sony Cross Keys Pub.
Co. Inc.; Purple Crayon Music
ASCAP /Patty Loveless

YOU'RE GONNA MISS ME
WHEN I'M GONE

Kix Brooks, Ronnie Dunn, Don Cook/
Tree Pub. Inc.; Buffalo Prairie Music;
Showbilly Music; Don Cook Music
BMI/Brooks & Dunn

O rF G U N TRY MU s S
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TOP MALE VOCALIST

JOHN BERRY
VINCE GILL
ALAN JACKSON
TIM M‘GRAW
GEORGE STRAIT

TOP FEMALE VOCALIST

FAITH HILL
PATTY LOVELESS
REBA M“ENTIRE
PAM TILLIS
SHANIA TWAIN

TOP VOCAL GROUP

ALABAMA
BLACKHAWK
DIAMOND RIO
THE MAVERICKS
SAWYER BROWN

TOP VOCAL DUET

BAKER & MYER
BROOKS & DUNN
GEORGE JONES & TAMMY WYNETTE
SHELBY LYNNE & FAITH HILL
DOLLY PARTON & VINCE GILL

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR

GARTH BROOKS
BROOKS & DUNN
ALAN JACKSON
TIM MSGRAW
REBA M°ENTIRE

TOP NEW FEMALE VOCALIST

TERRI CLARK
ALISON KRAUSS
SHANIA TWAIN

TOP NEW MALE VOCALIST

WADE HAYES
DAVID LEE MURPHY
BRYAN WHITE

TOP NEW DUET/GROUP

4 RUNNER
LONESTAR
PERFECT STRANGER
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1996

INSTRUMENTAL FINALISTS

Winners announced prior to tonight’s telecast

BASS

[ DANNY MILLNER
(1 LEON WATSON
X GLENN WORF

FIDDLE

[ BILLY COCKRAN
Xl ROBHAJACOS

(J MARK O’'CONNOR
[ JIMMY STEWART

DRUMS

X} EDDIE BAYERS
1 VIC MASTRIANNI
(J DONY WYNN

STEEL GUITAR

[ TOM BAUGHMAN
Xl PAUL FRANKLIN
{J TROY KLONTZ

(J JAY DEE MANESS

GUITAR

(J CHARLIE CROWE
(J WILLIAM “BUTCH” DAVIS
X1 BRENT MASON

KEYBOARD

[ CLEO (FLIP) ANDERSON
(J DWAIN ROE
X1 MATT ROLLINGS

SPECIALTY INSTRUMENT

(1 JERRY DOUGLAS, DOBRO

(J BELA FLECK, BANJO

TERRY MCMILLAN, HARMONICA
() JONATHAN YUDKIN, MANDOLIN
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RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

D KZLA, Glendale, CA
(J WQYK, St. Petersburg, FL
Xl wsIX, Nashville, TN

DISC JOCKEY OF THE YEAR

Xl GERRY HOUSE (WSIX Nashville)
(1 CARL P. MAYFIELD (WSIX Nashville)
(J TOM RIVERS (WQYK St. Petersburg)

NIGHT CLUB OF THE YEAR

(1 BILLY BOB'S (Fort Worth, TX)
Xl CRAZY HORSE STEAKHOUSE & SALOON (Santa Ana, CA)
(J GRIZZLY ROSE (Denver, CO)

TALENT BUYER /PROMOTER
OF THE YEAR

(J LARRY FRANK (Frank Productions)
Xl GEORGE MOFFETT (Variety Attractions)
(J BOB ROMEO (Don Romeo Agency)

VIDEO OF THE YEAR

(award to Artist{Producer(/Director)
(3 MY WIFE THINKS YOU’RE DEAD

Junior Brown/Maureen Ryan/Michael McNamara

(J NOT THAT DIFFERENT

Collin Raye/Susan Bowman/Steven Goldmann

J SOLD
John Michael Montgomery/Venetia Mayhew /Martin Kahan

(J TELL ME I WAS DREAMING
Travis Tritt/Bryan Bateman/Michael Merriman

J THE CAR
Jeff Carson/Maureen Ryan/Michael Salomon

PIONEER AWARD

SPECIAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

AcaADEMY OF COUNTRY MuUusc



Mark Hall

David Lee Murphy |

The Mavericks

tddie Boyer

Blu(khuvA/

Garth Brooks

Steve Dukes

A “um\el

Robert Jokn
“Mutt® Lange

Bryan White




58

A CADEMY

 ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR

RECORD LABEL: CAPITOL

CURRENT SINGLE: “THE
BeacHes OF CHEYENNE”

CURRENT ALBUM: FRESH
HORSES

UPDATE:

€’s selling out concerts

in record time, and with
record numbers, and it

was just announced that
domestic sales have reached 50
million units, making Garth Brooks
the best selling solo male artist in the
history of the music industry. Oh
yeah, he’s also the second highest
selling artist of all time, right behind
the Beatles and right ahead of Billy
Joel and Elton John.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Garth Brooks claims he’s just a
bum who got lucky, but he touched
millions of fans with a remarkable
ability to express every day feelings
and dreams with such honesty and
conviction, that his best records
became persanal diaries. Brooks
then added rock dynamics to the
music on-stage in a way that not
only electrifies the traditional audi-
ence, but also attracted a whole new
audience for country.
— Robert Hilburn
Los Angeles Tines Pop Music Critic

Garth Brooks has been instrumental
in bringing a lot of fans to country
music that have never listened to it
before. I'm proud of him for opening
those doors, while maintaining a
genuine love and respect for the
great country music that came

before us.
Trisha Yearwood

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Jim Reeves Memorial Award, 1994

- Video, The Red Strokes, 1994 - Video,
We Shall Be Free, 1993 - Entertainer, 1993
1992, 1991, 1990 - Male Vocalist, 1991,
1990 - Video, The Dance, 1990 - Song,
“The Dance,” 1990 - Single Record,
“Friends In Low Places,” 1990 + Album
No Fences, 1990
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o ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
» Top VocAL Duer

o ALBUM OF THE YEAR: WAMIN’
ON SUNDOWN

* SINGLE OF THE YEAR:
“You’Re GONNA Miss Me
WHEN I’'M GONE”

* SONG OF THE YEAR:
“You’rRe GONNA Miss Me
WHEN I'M GONE”

RECORD LABEL: ARISTA

CURRENT SINGLE: “My
Maria”
CURRENT ALBUM: BORDERLINE

UPDATE:

his duo’s debut album

(Brand New Man) remains

on the Billboard charts five

years later, longer than any
other album currently ranked. With
both men known for their songwrit-
ing skills, it’s interesting to note
that Kix wrote “Sacred Ground” for
Terry McBride and Terry has now
returned the favor. He wrote “I Am
That Man” with Monty Powell, a
song included on Brooks & Dunn'’s
new album.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Brooks & Dunn’s unique sound
pays homage to country’s roots
while infusing classic honky tonk
with 90’s energy and intensity.
Songs like “Brand New Man,”
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“Neon Moon,” “That Ain’t No Way
To Go” and “Boot Scootin” Boogie”
have showcased Ronnie Dunn’s
incredible voice and the strength of
the duo’s songwriting craftsman-
ship, securing them a permanent
place in country music history.

— Deboral Evans Price

CorntryMusic/Nashwville Associate Editor,
Billboard Magazin

Looking back over the years in
country mustc at some of my
favorite artists, [ don’t remember
what they had to say but I'll never
forget the words they sang. | would

A CADEMY

rather hear a great song than hype
any day. Brooks & Dunn let their
music do the talking;

Terry McBride

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Vocal Duet, 1991-94 - Single of the
Year: “Boot Scootin’ Boogie” 1992

- Album of the Year: Brand New man
1992 - New:Votal Duet/Group: 1991

OF COUNTRY MusiIc
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UPDATE:

lan recently was the
celebrity guest on Home
Improvements with Tim
Allen. Earlier this year,
Alan performed on the “Midnight
Jamboree” from the historical
Ernest Tubb Record Shop on
Broadway in Nashville. While the
show is usually broadcast from the
new Ernest Tubb Theatre on Music
Valley Drive, Jackson asked if he
could do the special performance at
the Broadway location, the original
home of the “Midnight Jamboree.”
As did his heroes before him,
Jackson had fans lined up down
the street to try to get in to see him.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

He’s the Hank Williams Sr. of the
"90s, a masterful singer-songwriter
of a decidedly traditional bent
whose ever-growing body of

work is transforming him into a
country legend right before our
eyes. He still hasn’t recorded his
masterpiece, but such timeless
gems as “Don’t Rock the Jukebox,”
“Chattahoochee,” “Midnight in
Montgomery” and “Tall, Tall Trees”
will live forever. Charismatic
onstage without being flashy, Alan
Jackson’s most endearing qualities
are that success hasn’t spoiled

him and he doesn’t take himself

too seriously.
Bruce Honick
Country Weekly Magazine,
Nashville, Tennessee

Alan writes a lot of his own materi-

al, chooses and produces his own
songs and delivers them all in his
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own way ... he certainly seems to
have a deep appreciation of those
who have gone ahead of him. With
Alan Jackson the future of country
music is in the best of hands.

— Buck Owens

A CADEMY

o ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
e Tor MALE VocaLisT

RECORD LABEL: ARISTA
CURRENT SINGLE: “HOME”

CURRENT ALBUM: THE
GREATEST Hits COLLECTION

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
Fruir OF THE LoOM

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Top Male Vocalist, 1994 - Single of the
Year, “Chattahoochee,” 1993 - Album
of the Year, Don’t Rock The Jukebox,
1991 - Single of the Year, “Don’t Rock
The Jukebox,” 1991 - New Male
Vocalist, 1990

OFfF COUNTRY Music



The bills are paid.
There’s $250 in my pocket.

The sales guy doesn’t
know what he’s got.
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o ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
» Top FEMALE VOCALIST

RecorD LaBEL: MCA

CURRENT SINGILE: “STARTING
OVErR AGAIN”

CURRENT ALBUM: STARTING
OVER AGAIN

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
Frito-LAY

UPDATE:

eba is living up to the fact
that she has been the top
grossing country music
tour for the past couple
years, and in the top ten of all tour-
ing shows. Rather than resting on
her laurels, Reba is back on the road
with a brand new show for the
1996 season. One interesting facet of
this show: the stage stretches the
length of the arena, some 200 feet
long, and has three separate perfor-
mance areas connected by a ramp.
While it would be easy enough for
Reba to use the same basic show for
a couple years running, she comes
off the road in the fall and immedi-
ately begins planning her next
year’s show. Her motto? What can I
do to top last year? Billy Dean is on
tour with Reba in 1996, along with
special guest Linda Davis. It is
expected that they will perform
before a million-and-a-quarter fans
in 1996.

64

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Reba McEntire opened the door for
today’s generation of female coun-
try singers by defining the role and
setting the standards for women in
country music.

Evan Bridwell

Program Director, KUZZ-FM,
Bakersfield, California

A CADEMY

Reba is the epitome of class, talent
and longevity. There is another cate-
gory she should be in — friend of a
lifetime.

— Linda Davis

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Entertainer of the Year: 1994 - Female
Vocalist, 1984-1987, 1990-1991, 1994

+ Video, Is There Life Out There, 1991

* Video, Whoever’s In New England, 1986
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o ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
» Tor MALE VocaLisT

o SINGLE RECORD:OFTHE-YEAR:
“I Like It, | Lovedr”

» SONG OF THE YEAR: “I LIKE IT,
| Love It”

» ALBUM OF THE YEAR: ALL |
WANT

Recorp LABEL: CURB

CURRENT SINGLE: “AlLL |
WANT”

CURRENT ALBUM: ALL | WANT

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
CounTrY Music TELEVISION

UPDATE:

hen Country Music
Television (CMT)
decided to link its
name with a country
music artist’s tour for the first time,
Tim McGraw, along with Faith Hill,
was the network’s choice. The
100-city journey, dubbed the
Spontaneous Combustion Tour,
begins this spring. In the mean-
time, McGraw continues to bring
more and more fans into his camp.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Tim McGraw’s place in country
music history to date is as the pro-
totype of the jet fast metamorphosis
required of the new breed of coun-
try music superstars in the late 90’s.
Tim’s music, stage presence and
persona underwent a gigantic tran-
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sition between the first and second
album. Tim cocooned as a new

male “hat act” and emerged with
powerful hit songs, a captivating
stage presence and an efficient

organization that assisted him to

co-superstar status.
Lee Logan,
KFRG, San Bernardino, California

Tim and I became friends instantly

when we met a few years back. |
was so impressed with his attitude

A CADEMY

and his drive to be the best he could
be at everything that he does. I'm
proud to see a young man with that
desire to create, to be a leader.
Many will carry on our wonderful
music, but I can’t think of anyone
who will do it any better than my
great friend, Tim McGraw.

— Jolmny Paycheck

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:
Top New Male Vocalist, 1994 - Album
of the Year, 1994

OF (SRR U S | C



NS ZZ 0L, A\

CEL N




68

A CADEMY

 Top FEMALE VOcALIST

e SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR:
“Ir MATTERS TO ME”

» Tor VocAL DUET wiTH
SHELBY LYNN

RECORD LABEL: WARNER
BROTHERS

CURRENT SINGLE: “SOMEONE
ELse’s DReam”

CURRENT ALBuM: IT MATTERS
TO ME

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
CouNTRY Music TELEVISION

UPDATE:

aith will be touring with
Tim McGraw on the
upcoming tour sponsor-
ed by Country Music
Television. The 100-city journey,
dubbed the Spontaneous
Combustion Tour, begins

this spring.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Faith Hill is a unique artist. She can
dance on your heart (“Let’s Go To
Vegas”) or bury herself inside of it
(“It Matters To Me). Not many
other singers can do that. That’s
why she’s so special.

— Shelton Ivany,
Editor, Country Song Roundup

The new artists like Faith Hill bring
talent and class to the country
music industry which will further
enhance growth and at the same
time, carry on the traditions started
by so many in the past.

— Lee Greenwood

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:
New Female Vocalist, 1993

O r COUNTRY MuUsIC



Faith Hill
&
Warner Bros. Records Nashville

Have Donated
The Cost Of This Ad
To
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital

Special thanks to Steve Tolin
for making this possible.

© 1996 Warner Bros. Records Inc.



» Top FEMALE'VOCALIST

 ALBUM OF THE YEAR: WHEN
FALLEN ANGELS FLY

» SONG OF THE YEAR: “YoUu
DON’r EveEN KNOW WHO
, AMII

RECORD LABEL: EpiC

CURRENT SINGLE: “A
THousAND TiMes A Day”

CURRENT ALlBUM: THE TROUBLE
Wi+ THE TRUTH

UPDATE:

atty has been on tour with
Vince Gill and getting rave
reviews on her current
product. She’s just had
her fifth number one single on
Epic amidst several gold and plat-
inum albums. The Grand Ole Opry
member has brought attention to
some of the new songwriters in the
industry (Kostas, Lucinda Williams,
Karen Staley, Steve Earle, and Carl
Jackson) by being the first person to
record their songs: Music has been
therapy to her, Patty says, as is her
music is therapy to her many fans.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Patty Loveless is the bridge that
connects traditional country music
to its contemporary counterpart.
Whether in front of a Grand Ole
Opry audience or a packed stadium
crowd, her voice reaches the hearts
of all who hear it. She brings hon-
esty, credibility and unparalleled
emotional substance to the music
we call country.

Wendy Newcomer,
Nashville Editor, Cash Box Magazine

“I think Patty deserves to be, and
will be, a major personality in coun-
try music. She’s a beautiful person,
inside and out — very down to
earth. She has a beautiful voice and
is a very good entertainer. Most
importantly, she treats her fans
well. She has been truly blessed
with her talent.

Freddie Hart

70 A CADEMY O r C @) N yel 7 MuUusic
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UPDATE:

am joins Lorrie Morgan
and Carlene Carter on the
upcoming Kraft Country
Tour, a tribute to the rich
heritage these women, and Kraft,
have in the country music industry.
The 33-city tour, which begins in
May, will benefit Second Harvest
Food Banks. She will also be a part
of The Fruit of the Loom sponsored
concert at Atlanta Raceway in July.
The video for Pam’s current single
was shot in Canada and, in addi-
tion to featuring some great
scenery, has some very moving
moments with leaders of one of
Canada’s native American nations.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

With an exceptional ear for great
songs, and an equally exceptional
voice to give them wing, Pam Tillis
keeps one foot on the bedrock of
Nashville tradition and the other
on country’s cutting edge. She’s
one of our greatest living links
between what Nashville is all
about, and what it holds the
potential to yet become.

— Neil Pond,

Country America Magazine,
Des Moines, lowa

It’s hard to sell your daddy’s shoes
when you're dancing in four-inch
heels. But Mel seems to have put
just enough “loca” into Pam’s
“vida.” Go on, girl!

— Lynn Anderson
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A CADEMY

o Top FEMALE VOCALIST

RECORD LABEL: ARISTA

CURRENT SINGLE: “THE River
AND THE HiIGHWAY”

CURRENT ALBUM: ALL OF
THis Love

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
KRrAFT

O rF COUNTRY Music



Worth its weight in gold —and platinum.
Tony Brown discovers the AT4050 studio microphone.

With 8 gold and 14 platinum records,
41 number-one singles, and 4 Grammy
Award winning titles, record producer
Tony Brown has a reputation for
knowing excellence when he hears it.
So it’s no surprise that once Tony

tried an AT4050 multi-pattern capacitor
microphone, he’s been using it ever
since.

“I use it every session on something,”
says Tony. “There are several great
mics that engineers always like to
bring out—and this is one of them.”

The Audio-Technica AT4050 delivers
supremely transparent and accurate
sound without sacrificing warmth

and ambiance. The large-diaphragm
design utilizes two capacitor elements
to provide consistent, superior
performance in three switchable polar
patterns (cardioid, omnidirectional
and figure-of-eight). Transformerless
circuitry provides exceptional transient
response and clean output even under
extremely high SPL conditions.

And while it’s certainly worth its
weight in gold, the rich, versatile
performance of the AT4050 is
available for much less than $400
per ounce!

To discover studio microphone
excellence for yourself, call, write
or fax:

Audio-Technica U.S., Inc.
1221 Commerce Drive
Stow, Ohio 44224

(330) 686-2600

Fax: (330) 686-0719

U.K.: Audio-Technica Ltd.
Old Lane, Leeds LS11 8AG
0113 277 1441

Fax: 0113 270 4836

audio-technica.
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o.JTOP FEMALE VOCALIST
« Tor NEw FEMALE VOCALIST

ALBUM OF THE YEAR:
THE WOMAN IN ME

SINGLE RECORD: OF THE
YEAR: “ANY MAN OF MINE”

RECORD LABEL: MERCURY

CURRENT SINGLE: “You WIN
My Love”

CURRENT ALBUM: THE
WOMAN IN ME

UPDATE:

hania, who has yet to take
her music on the road,
will be putting together
her 1997 tour this summer.
She’ll also be busy writing, produc-
ing and recording a new album,
scheduled now for a winter or early
spring release. Of course, she’ll be
working with her husband, Mutt
Lang, on both projects. If that
sounds like a lot of work, at least
she will be able to work on the
recording project in the studio she
and Mutt have at their home in
upstate New York.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

With over five million and breaking
all album sales records for a female
country singer in one year, in a
male dominated format, automati-
cally earns Shania Twain a place in
the country music history books.

— Dandelion
Z-107 (WRKZ-FM),
Hershey, Pennsylvania

At a time when country music is
crowded and very competitive,
Shania Twain has exploded onto
the scene selling five million copies
of her album The Woman In Me,
without the usual needed tour in
support of the album. This is a
monumental album that stands and
sells by itself.

Charlie Chase,
Host, Crook & Chase

OF COUNTRY MuUusic¢
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A CADEMY

» Tor MALE VocALisT

SONG OF THE YEAR:
“STANDING ON THE EDGE
OFf Goob-BYE”

Recorp LABEL: CapitoL/
NASHVILLE

CURRENT SINGILE; “EVERYTIME
My HEeART CALLS YOUR NAME”

CURRENT ALBUM: STANDING
ON THE EDGE

UPDATE:

ohn joins Helen Darling

in a duet on “Love Led

Us Here” which will be

heard in the new Muppets
movie, “Muppets On Treasure
Island.” He will also be featured on
the MCA release honoring the 1996
Olympics singing “One Song.” Plus
he’s currently working on his
fourth project for
Capitol /Nashville. This, and tour-
ing (including a month in Canada)
keep John a very busy man!

HEARD ON THE STREET:

John Berry, the singer, possesses a
unique voice almost as operatic as
his opera-singing brother, yet as
sensitive and beautiful as a fawn
at birth. As a person, he’s a warm
and caring human being, and a
survivor who has stared death in
the face, overcoming brain surgery.
— Gerry Wood,
Chief Correspondent,
Country Weekly Magazine

John Berry is a new sound. He's
being produced in the arena that
country music is being produced in
today. He has a wonderful voice
and people love his music. . . and I
love his music.

— Dave Rowland,
Dave and Sugar

O F COUNTRY MuUSs I C
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UPDATE:

ince’s current single has a

rather unique story behind

it. It has been shipped with

an “A” and “B” side, both
versions of “High Lonesome
Sound.” One is recorded for main-
stream radio, the other has more of
a bluegrass sound to it. Also on the
new album . . . a recording with
new country music diva Alison
Krauss. And of course Vince contin-
ues to do a great deal of charity
work, much of it surrounded by
sports. He goes from playing
basketball for a good cause in the
winter to swinging a golf club in
August to benefit the Tennessee
Junior Golfers Association.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Vince represents the very founda-
tions of the word “artist” within the
country genre. Despite becoming
one of the idioms most popular
performers, he still tries to put his
family first; when he doesn’t, he
admits it with poignancy, as he did
with “I Still Believe In You.” His
life and his art go hand-in-hand.

Tom Roland,

Music Writer, The Tennessean,
Nashville, Tennessee

Vince’s honesty with the music and
his obvious love and respect for the
roots and traditions of country
music set him apart from many of
the Hank-come-lately’s in our busi-
ness. He’s a tremendous singer,
musician and songwriter. Besides
that, he has marvelous taste in
choosing his co-writers!

— Bill Anderson
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PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Song, “I Still Believe In You,” 1992

» Male Vocalist, 1992 and 1993 - New
Male Vocalist, 1984

A CADEMY

e Tor MALE VocALIST

» Tor VocaL DUET wiTH
Doity PARTON

Recorp Laser: MCA

CURRENT SINGLE: “HIGH
LONESOME SOUND”

CURRENT ALBUM: HIGH
LONESOME SOUND

OF COUNTRY Music



Backwards it spells ACM

Congratulations To All This Years Nominees.
MCA

NASHVILLE
©1996 MCA RECORDS, INC.
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UPDATE:

t is only fitting that George

Strait should have won the

Tex Ritter Award for Pure

Country — that sound-
track is the best selling country
music soundtrack of all time, hav-
ing now reached the five million
mark. His box set, Strait Out Of The
Box, has surpassed triple-platinum
certification, making it the best-sell-
ing country box set of all time. And
while we're talking numbers, think
about these: Strait has now played
for one million fans just while per-
forming at the Houston Livestock
Show in 20 concerts, 14 of them
consecutive. This year, he drew a
one-night all-time high attendance
of 62,936 at the Houston Astrodome
during the event.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

George reminds us that no matter
how sophisticated or technological-
ly advanced we get, country music
still tells the American story.

— Diane Samms Rush,
Wichita Eagle/Knight-Ridder Information
Services, Wichita, Kansas

Like any true American art form,
country music has grown up with a
distinct character and personality
woven from a lot of different styles
and influences . . . the love of and
respect of this music is something
that was ingrained in my heart as a
young boy — much as I think it
was in George Strait. He’s a man’s
man, a singer’s singer and a mod-
ern day torch-bearer of my brand of
music. Pick it, George!

— Hank Thompson
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PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Tex Ritter Award /Pure Country, 1992

- Entertainer of the Year, 1989 - Album
of the Year, Does Fort Worth Ever Cross
Your Mind, 1985 + Male Vocalist of the
Year, 1984-85, 1988

A CADEMY

e Top MALE Vocaust
AIBUM OF THE YEAR:
Leap ON

SINGLE RECORD OF THE YEAR:
“CHeck Yes Or No”

Recorp LaBeL: MCA

CURRENT SINGLE: “Out OF
THE BLue CLEAR SkY”

CURRENT ALBUM: BLUE
CLEAR SKY

OF COUNTRY Music
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» Tor VocaL Grour

Recorp LaBEL: RCA
CURRENT SINGLE: “It WORKS”
CURRENT ALBUM: IN PICTURES

UPDATE:

midst a heavy touring
schedule, Alabama will
play a select number of
dates sponsored by Fruit
of the Loom, including the huge
concert event planned for July 13
at Atlanta Motor Speedway. The
15th annual June Jam, scheduled
for June 15, has to date raised over
$3 million for local charities. This
year Alabama will host Brooks &
Dunn, Neal McCoy, the Oak Ridge
Boys and Dallas County Line.
Alabama is finding it necessary to
get in the Christmas spirit a little
early this year, as they are working
on their second Christmas album
for RCA this month.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

They have probably been headlin-
ers as long or longer, and a
consistent concert draw, than
any other act in country music.
They were on the forefront of the
changes in country music that
made it more contemporary, giving
it that rock edge.

— Gary Bongiovanni,

Pollstar

Alabama holds the unique position

in country of being able to intro-

duce the old to the new. The

traditional to the cutting edge.

The old guard to the avante garde.
— Charlie Daniels

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Artist of the Decade, 1989 - Entertainer
of the Year, 1981-1985 - Top Vocal
Group, 1981-1985 - Album, Roll On,
1984; The Closer You Get, 1983; Feels So
Right, 1981

A CADEMY O F COUNTRY MuUusiIc 83



BLACKHAWK

« Top VocaL GroupP

RECORD LABEL: ARISTA

CURRENT SINGLE: “AMOST
A Memory Now”

CURRENT ALBUM: STRONG
ENoOUGH

UPDATE:

Ithough they can headline
their own tour, this trio
has opted to tour with
Wynonna in 1996. The
fact that they were named Touring
Group Of The Year by Performance
magazine in 1995 is proof of the
caliber of show these two entertain-
ers will present!

HEARD ON THE STREET:

“BlackHawk’s mature sense of
harmony and melody can be heard
in both their song choices and
unique arrangements. It's no won-
der this band has sold almost three
million records.”

David M. Ross,
Music Row,
Nashville, Tennessee

BlackHawk’s approach to music is
one that appeals to me; their strong
harmonies, good material and
energetic performances keep
pulling you back for another listen.
Jim Glaser

84 Acapemy OF COUNTRY MuUusic
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Songwriter
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e Tor VocaL Group

RECORD LABEL: ARISTA

CURRENT SINGLE: “THAT’S
Whar | Ger For LovinG You”

CURRENT ALBum: IV

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
HANES

UPDATE:

iamond Rio is getting in
on the racing action by
sponsoring a car on the
Winston Cup Tour driven
by Randy MacDonald. In conjunc-
tion with the sponsorship, the guys
have named their 1996 tour Fast
Fast Fast ‘96 Tour. Group members
are donating tickets at each concert
stop to local chapters of the Big
Brothers/Big Sisters Organization,
of which they are the national
spokespersons. Chapter members
can bring the little brother or sister
with them to the concert, and bring
them backstage to meet Diamond
Rio! And while you're listening

to the group’s new album, see if
you can find that hidden track on
the CD!

HEARD ON THE STREET:

I knew most of these guys in
Diamond Rio when they worked
at Opryland. They have worked so
hard on their long journey to the
top that their recognition is greatly
deserved.

— Ty Herndon

Those fabulous harmonies! And
their adventurous spirit both in and
out of the recording studio. The
album, IV, takes them to new
heights vocally and instrumentally.
And besides that, the Diamond Rio
guys are the ones who turned me
on to go-ped ramp jumping! We all
have the bruises to prove it.

- Lorianre Crook,
Executive producer/Co-Host, Crook & Chase,
Co-Host Crook & Chase Country Countdown

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:
Vocal Group of the Year, 1991, 1992

OrF COUNTRY MusiIc
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MVERICK S

» Tor VocaL Grour

RecorD LABEL: MCA

CURRENT SINGLE: “ALL You
Ever Do Is BRING ME DowN”.

CURRENT ALBUM: Music FOR
AL OCCASIONS

LIPDATE:

ack from a successful

European tour, The

Mavericks go on tour

with Junior Brown starting
in April. Raul was a guest on the
Neil Diamond special, taped at the
Ryman Auditorium in Nashville;
the two are mutual fans. The group
also had their song, “Foolish
Heart,” on the movie soundtrack
From Dusk To Dawn. And Raul
harmonizes with Nanci Griffith and
Donna Summer on “From A
Distance” off the MCA Records
1996 Olympics album.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

In concert, The Mavericks give the
kind of performances that make
their audiences feel they need to see
the band every night — they’re
constantly tossing in casual surpris-
es and rarely play the same set
twice. And it doesn’t hurt that Raul
Malo possesses the most phenome-
nal tenor to hit Nashville since
Vince Gill.
Brian Mansfield,
Editor, New Country

They’re the first country act in
recent memory with a surefire
“Who is that” quotient: play them
on the radio and the phones light

88

up with “Who is that” callers.

— Chet Flippo, Nashuville Bureau Chief,
Billboard Magazine

I believe The Mavericks are a great
group. They have a cutting edge
look and sound that has helped
propel the mainstream of country
music into the “90s. I especially like
Raul Malo’s singing and songwrit-
ing. Although I think it is prema-
ture to say they are filling anyone’s
shoes, I do believe they stand on
their own quite well.

— Joe Bonsall, The Oak Ridge Boys

A CADEMY

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:
Top New Vocal Duet or Group, 1994
* Top Vocal Group, 1994

OF COUNTRY MuUusiIc



Follow the Leader

DeccA.,

THE TRADITION CONTINUES

© 1996 MCA Records, Inc.
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» Top VocaL Groupr

ReCORD LABEL: CURrB

CURRENT SINGLE: “TReAT HER
RIGHT”

CURRENT ALBUM: THIS THING
CaiLep WANTIN AND HAVIN'
Ir Au

CURRENT TOUR SPONSOR:
1-800-CoLLect

UPDATE:

f you think you’ve seen
members of Sawyer Brown
smilin’ and dialin’, you're
probably right — the
group has taken part in a very
visible advertising campaign for
their 1996 tour sponsor. The band
decided to take some time off after
a grueling 1995 concert schedule,
so Mark Miller took to the road,
visiting radio stations and promot-
ing the new album. But never fear,
the break isn’t permanent — plans
call for Sawyer Brown to be hitting
the concert trail by the time you
read this!

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Sawyer Brown is a group that per-
forms with energy and excitement,
and their knack for choosing the
right material makes them a group
for the 90’s and beyond.

— Bob Harvey,
Program Director, 94.3 (KIKF-FM),
Orange, California

Sawyer Brown combines the finest
material with their own fresh ener-
gy to continuously present the
image of a bunch of normal guys
living the fantasy life of a travelling
band and loving it. A great, leaping
front man with a romantic voice
and musicians who write and
record make certain that that fanta-
sy is made real every night on stage
or in the studio.

Jimmy Ibbotson
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band
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BA  Top VocaL Duer
Recorp LaseL: MCG/Curs
CURRENT SINGLE: “YEARS
FroM HERe”
CURRENT ALBUM: BAKER &
MYERS

UPDATE:

his duo of hit songwriters
has penned hits for every-
one from Percy Sledge and
Eddy Raven to All-4-One,
Gary Morris, Alabama and John
Michael Montgomery. Among their
hits for others are “I Swear,” “Once
Upon A Lifetime,” and “TLCAS-
AP.” Now the two are penning their
own hits, and doing very well at it,
thank you. Their current single,
“Years From Here,” is not only gar-
nering them a great deal of airplay
but the record label is getting
numerous requests for music for
the song to be used in weddings.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Gary Baker and Frank Myers song,
“] Swear,” is heartzone writing at
its finest. They start with an emo-
tion and bring the details to life
with the clarity and brilliance of
fine diamonds. Their genius is con-
verting complex feelings into uni-
versal pictures.

— Michael Settle,
Sixty Second LP/American
Songwriter Magazine

I'm thrilled that Gary and Frank are
having such great success. They're
wonderfully talented musicians,
writers and singers, but of course I
knew all that all those years they
were touring with me. I love them
to pieces! Besides . . .  miss Gary in
the merchandising booth selling my
collector dolls (smiles).

— Marie Osmond

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:
Song of the Year, “I Swear,” co-writers,
1994
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» Top VocAL Duet

RECORD LABEL
GEORGE JONES: MCA
Tammy WyNerTe: Epic

CURRENT ALBUM
GEORGE JONES: ONE

UPDATE:

eorge Jones and Tammy

Wynette still manage to

bring the house down

when they step on-stage.
Their recent tour was a winner from
the first note to the final one, prov-
ing that neither of the two have lost
their touch. With the recent release
of his autobiography, Jones is final-
ly telling his story in his own way.
Although he admits he had to fill in
the gaps by asking his friends what
was going on during certain time
period, Jones has made an honest
approach at telling the story of one
of country music’s true superstars.
And Tammy continues to be recog-
nized for her achievements, recent-
ly being presented with a pioneer
award from the American Music
Awards.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

By digging deep into the well of
human emotion and giving it a
heartbreaking yet soaring voice,
George Jones has assured country
music’s place as a true American art
form.

— Chuck Long,
TV Host, MOR-Music TV, Chuck’s Country,
Nashville, Tennessee

94

George jones is one of the greatest
assets in the history of American
Music. He has more soul than any
other country singer and he still
delivers night after night, song after
song. If the truth be told, every sin-
gle one of us wishes that we could
sing like George Jones. I'm proud to
know that at 6_ he can still stand
flat-footed and sing all of our asses
under the table!

Marty Stuart

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS

GEORGE JONES:

Pioneer Award, 1992 - Top Male
Vocalist, 1980 - Single and Song of the
Year, “He Stopped Loving Today,” 1980

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS

TAMMY WYNETTE:
Female Vocalist, 1969
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e Torp VocAL DUET wiTH
FairH Hii

RECORD LABEL: MAGNATONE

CURRENT SINGLE: “ANOTHER
CHANCE AT Love”

CURRENT ALBUM: RESTLESS

ACM AwarDS: NEw FEMALE
Vocaust, 1990

UPDATE:

helby just recorded a duet
with Vince Gill, “You and
You Alone,” for Vince's
new album. A song off
of the Restless album, “Wish I
Knew,” was featured on the sound-
track of Sandra Bullock’s last
movie, Two If By Sea. She won
CMT’s Independent Video of the
Year for “Slow Me Down,” her first
single and video off Restless. Fans
will have to wait awhile to see
Shelby, as she has no touring plans
right now.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Integrity. Shelby Lynn has plotted
her own personal course when it
would be much easier to go with
the cookie cutter flow. When she
breaks through it will be to the
degree of a Dwight Yoakum,
Waylon Jennings or k.d. lang. She’s
the only one out there that can sing
a Patsy Cline standard and not
make you wish you were listening
to Cline sing it.

— Jim Patterson

Associated Press,
Nashville, Tennessee

I always enjoy listening to Shelby.
She’s got that special sound that
reminds me of some of the legends
that made country music what it is
today.

— Rick Trevino
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e Top VocaL DUET wiTH
VINCE GiLL

Recorp LABEL: CoLumsia/
BLuE EYes

CURRENT ALBUM: I WiLL
Atwars Love You & OTHER
GREATEST Hits

UPDATE:

olly Parton surely holds

the world’s record for the

most times a singer has

recorded the same song
and had hits with it each time! “I
Will Always Love You” first broke
onto the charts in 1974, then again
in 1982 when it was featured in
Best Little Whorehouse In Texas. It
showed up again in 1993, and was
most recently a duet with Dolly and
Vince Gill off her new album. Plus,
it was a hit for Whitney Houston
from her movie The Bodyguard,
and it was BMI’s Most Performed
Song in 1993.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

It’s often overlooked that Dolly
Parton is one of the great song-
writers in country music. That,
combined with her distinctive
voice and her effervescent personal-
ity, place her at the top of the field.
As a television and film star, she
has been a great ambassador for
country music, for Tennessee and
for the South.

Jay Orr, Music Writer, The Nashville Banner

When I worked different concert
dates with Dolly, I noticed that she
always would show respect for
where she came from while at the
same time she has not been afraid
to expand her creative territory
beyond what others might have
seen as boundaries or limits. She
creates new traditions with the
same dedication and commitment
of those who came before her.

— John McEuen

PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:

Album: Trio with Emmylou Harris and
Linda Ronstadt, 1987 - Vocal Duet/
single with Kenny Rogers, “Islands

In The Stream,” 1983 + Female Vocalist,
1980 - Entertainer of the Year, 1977

ACADEMY Ot COUNTRY MuUS I C
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UPDATE:

ade has been booked as

the middle act with the

Alan Jackson tour for

1996. In March he flew
his parents to New Orleans for their
29th wedding anniversary, where
he just happened to be performing
with Alan that weekend! Always
anxious to learn more about the
business, when Wade has a free
moment he likes to show up at
concerts and industry events to see
his friends and peers in the busi-
ness and watch them work. He’s
currently putting the finishing
touches on a new album, scheduled
for a June release.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

In a year that saw more labels than
ever before, trying to debut more
new acts than ever, Wade Hayes
was one of the few that broke away
from the rest of the pack, combining
sales and chart success. Whether
he’ll be a dominate artist over the
next 10 years remains to be seen . . .
but he’s certainly off to a great start!

R.J. Curtis, Operations Manager,
After Midnight Entertainment,
Los Angeles, California

Wade is one of the nicest guys I've
ever met and worked with. One of
Wade’'s first shows was with me. It
has been a pleasure watching his
career grow over the last year. We
both share the love for traditional
country music. I am proud to call
him my friend.

Tracy Lawrence
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e Tor New MALE VocaLisT

Recorp LaseL: Cotumsia/DKC

CURRENT SINGLE: “WHarT |
MEANT To SAY”

CURRENT ALBUM: OLD ENOUGH
To KNow BETTER
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e Tor NEw MALE VocALIST

Recorp LaseL: MCA

CURRENT SINGLE: “EVERY TIME
| Ger ARouNnD You”

CURRENT ALBUM: GETTIN’ Our
THE GOOoD STUFF

UPDATE:

urphy has the distinc-
tion of being the only
country music enter-
tainer racing around
the track at the Daytona 500 this
year. Well, at least his photograph
was racing around the track on the
hood of Jeff Purvis’ #44 at the
NASCAR event, and the two of
them took 12th place! He'll be
running with another party
crowd this year since he’s
been chosen by Brooks &
Dunn to open their 1996
North American Tour. And
speaking of “Party Crowd,” that
song was named the most played
single by Radio & Records and
Country Network magazines
in 1995.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

His music is the perfect combina-
tion of tender and tough. He’s
charismatic yet approachable.
He can sing, he can write, he’s
a modern day country classic.

— Rosemary Young,

vice president{director of country music
programming, SJS Entertainment,
Nashville, Tennessee

David Lee Murphy’s success
comes from his desire to be the
best. Country music fans have
recognized this, and have accepted
David Lee because his music con-
tinues the tradition started by the
legends of country music.
- Jeff Purvis,
NASCAR Race Driver
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» Tor New MALE Vocalist

RECORD LABEL: ASYLUM

CURRENT SINGLE: “I’M Nort
Supposep To Love You
ANYMORE”

CURRENT ALBUM: BETWEEN
Now AND FOREVER

UPDATE

oming off of two number

one singles, White is one

of those artists who

already has a huge fan
base which allows him to tour some
250 days a year. After he discovered
that he has a large contingency of
teenage fans, White began doing
full-scale concerts during his sound
checks in the afternoon, persuading
clubs to allow the teenagers to come
into the club during that time peri-
od to see his show. White is the
only country music artist consis-
tently covered in teen publications
such as Tiger Beat and 16!

HEARD ON THE STREET:

At 6:15 a.m. Bryan performed
acoustically on our radio show. His
voice gave us goosebumps! By 11
p-m. he was rockin’ our favorite
club with his excellent musician-
ship and on-stage charisma. The
reason we’ll remember Bryan White
is that even after 10 years, HE'LL
STILL LOOK LIKE HE’S ONLY
214

Tim Hattrick & Willy 0. Loon,

KMLE County Radio,
Phoenix, Arizona

102

I’'ve been knowing Bryan White
since he was a young teenager,
coming to our show with his grand-
paw around Oklahoma. I've known
for along time what the world is
now finding out: Bryan White is not
only one of the nicest, kindest peo-
ple ['ve ever met but is now poised
to be one of the true superstars of

ACADEMY

country music. I am so proud of
him. A country music legend in my
eyes is an artist who is a great role
model, has a very big heart regard-
ing what he or she puts back as far
as charities, community, etc. And of
course, a voice and talent that can
not be denied. That is Bryan White.
Steve Wariner
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« Tor NEw FEMALE VOCALIST

RECORD LABEL: MERCURY
CURRENT SINGLE: “IF | WERE
You”

CURRENT ALBUM: TERRI CLARK

UPDATE:

t's not just the boots, jeans
and hat that caused
George Strait to call on
Terri to open his current
tour. After seeing and hearing the
Canadian-born Clark perform,
Strait determined she was just
the person to open for him. It was
the boots and hat, however, that
caused Wrangler, Resistol Hats
and Justin Boots to choose Terri
to endorse their products! She’ll
be involved in a full national adver-
tising campaign with these western
clothing mainstays beginning this
fall.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Terri Clark is going to stay around
because she’s very real and there’s
not a lot of plastic about her music
or her personality . . . I think people
find that refreshing.

— Lydia Dixon Harden,

Managing Editor,
Music City News

Terri is one of the most powerful
and provocative singers of our
genre. She burst into the music
scene with a strong country sound
and a distinctive style that’s all her
own.

Joe Diffie
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A POWERFUL VOICE.

THE PERFECT CHOICE.
MS2500 WIRELESS SYSTEM.

Terri Clark—her style. music. attitude. presence and her life embody the essence of
country music. Whether upbeat and hot. or soft and quiet, Terri brings her songs home
with a strong, straightforward. original style. Naturally she wants a mic that mirrors that
style and performance. Show after show. she trusts the Electro-Voice MS2500 wireless
system to deliver rugged quality with a sound that's as clear and natural as she is.

Check out Terri Clark's self-titled debut album from Mercury Records. Hear the
Electro-Voice MS2500 wireless system. featuring the EV N/D757B microphone at

your local EV dealer. For more information call 800/234-6831. EI ectr O%i c e®

Electro-Voice, Inc. a MARK IV company 600 Cectt St Buchanan, MI 49107 616/695-6831 80012346831 [n Canada: 613/382-2141 a MARK IV company



» Topr New FEMALE VOCALIST

RECORD LABEL: ROUNDER

CURRENT ALBUM: Now THAT
I’ve FOUND You: A COLLECTION

UPDATE:

inning her recent
Grammy capped off an
exciting year for this
young lady, who until
the last couple of years was known
mainly in the world of Bluegrass.
Her duet with Shenandoah, “Some-
where In the Vicinity Of The
Heart,” thrust her into the country
music spotlight, but it wasn’t her
first foray into this genre. Previous
duet partners included Alan
Jackson, Kathy Mattea and Suzy
Bogguss. She was also featured on
the Keith Whitley Tribute project.
When Alison joined the Grand Ole
Opry, it was the first induction of a
bluegrass singer in 29 years.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

She has the good sense to choose
only emotionally important songs
and the musical skill to convey
convincingly all the emotions they
contain.

— Edward Morris,
Entertainment Writer,
Nashville, Tennessee

Alison Krauss is one of the most
original country singers to have
come along in years. Her pure
country vocals will destine her to
become a true legend. It will be
exciting to watch her style influence
the business. Good luck, Alison!

— Loretta Lynn
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« Tor New Duer/Group

RECORD LABEL: A&M
CURRENT ALBUM: 4 RUNNER

UPDATE:

fter spending the fall of
1995 touring with Tim
McGraw, 4 Runner joined
Kenny Rogers for his
Christmas tour. Their song/video,
“Cain’s Blood,” was nominated for
Best New Artist Clip, Country, by
Billboard Magazine. Currently they
are in the studio working on their
next A&M recording project.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

It is very rare, in country music, to
find a group of entertainers with
the versatility, talent and creativity
as does 4 Runner.

~ Barry Freeman, Country Network,
Nashville, Tennessee

I'want to thank 4 Runner for
adding the “excitement” to my
Christmas show last year. [ have
high hopes for you guys in the
future — don’t let me down!

Kenny Rogers
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LONESTAR

» Tor New Duer/Grour

RECORD LABEL: BNA
CURRENT SINGLE: “No News”
CURRENT ALBUM: LONESTAR

UPDATE:

his Academy of Country
Music nomination will
always be very special for
Lonestar — it is their first
nomination for any award since
becoming a part of the country
music community. The group’s first
single went top five and they are
looking for their first number one
with “No News.” They’ve been
headlining on the George Dickel
Tour over the past couple months,
and have a heavy tour schedule
already booked for the summer.
And if you ever need to have a
quick history lesson on U.S.
presidents, ask John Rich — he
can recite them, in order, in seven
seconds flat. He performs this
feat as his vocal warm-up during
sound check.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Lonestar is gonna be around for
ever more — awhile — making
great music, and that should be
“No News” to anyone who loves
country music.

— Rhubarb Jones,
Y106.7 (WYAY),
Atlanta, Georgia

I like the way that each band mem-
ber adds their own personal touch
to the music. They are all very
talented, from the lead singin’ to
the harmonies, they combine great
songs and musicianship. Lonestar
will be around a long time, and I'm
proud to be their friend.

— Ken Mellons
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UPDATE:

his is Perfect Stranger’s

first major awards

nomination. The group

was signed from the inde-
pendent Pacific Records label to
Curb on the strength of their single,
“You Have The Right To Remain
Silent,” their independent follow-
up to the debut single “Ride The
Rodeo” with its accompanying
video. The album has been 42
weeks on the Billboard sales charts,
39 of those weeks in the top 20. The
group is currently in the studio
working on their next album for
Curb, scheduled for a mid-summer
release. They will work 200-225
dates this year, down from the 250
they did last year.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Perfect Stranger has earned a place
in the country music history books
for the way they’ve made it onto
the country music scene. It’s very
unusual for anyone on a small or
independent label today to get air-
play on country radio. These guys
actually got so much interest from
radio that Curb Records wound up
picking up the project mid-stream!
The really incredible part of all

this is that this album actually
sells the guys short. Their live show
is terrific, and it wasn’t until [ saw
and heard them for myself that I
recognized the talent there. Both
individually and as a group, I look
forward to their next release.

Shari Singer, Today’s Country . .. KFM 102,
Las Vegas, Nevada
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« Tor New Duer/Group

RecorD LaBEL: CURB

CURRENT SINGLE: “REMEMBER
THE RiDE”

CURRENT ALBUM: PERFECT
STRANGER
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ACADEMY

e SONG OF THE YEAR: “KEEPER
OF THE STARS”

RecorD LaBEL: MCA

CURRENT SINGLE: “HEAVEN IN
My WoMmAN’s Eves”

CURRENT ALBUM: LOVE LESSONS

UPDATE:

eaven In My Woman's
Eyes” was written by
Mark Nestler, a friend

of Tracy’s from Beaumont,
Texas. It was a song he’d wanted to
record for some time, and the songs
success is proving him right. In fact,
many in the industry are comparing
it to the sound that Marty Robbins
was so well known for. And on the
touring front, Tracy will be opening
for Brooks & Dunn on their 1996
tour.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Sometimes it’s hard to hear the tra-
dition in today’s hit country music
—until you listen to Tracy Byrd. He
respects and reveres the greats
before him, and I have no doubt he
will eventually be included among
their ranks.

— Butch Hause,
Country Music Writer,
The Denver Post

I'm proud to see a fellow Texan
carry on the tradition that will be
around forever. Tracy is one of the
good guys . . . even though he does-
n’t wear his pants long enough!

— Neal McCoy
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 VIDEO OF THE YEAR: My WIFE
THINKS YOU’'Re DEAD

Recorp LaBEL: CURB
CURRENT ALBUM: JUNIOR HIGH

UPDATE:

unior Brown fans, and

there are legions, will be

happy to know that he

has a new album due out
in early summer. In the meantime,
they can enjoy watching the hilari-
ous antics of Junior in the video My
Wife Thinks Your Dead or catching
him as he tours across the country.
He’s always on the lookout for the
“highway patrol.”

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Junior Brown is a unique blip on
the country music timeline. His
eclectic and fun approach to music
has created a somewhat whimsical
appeal at a timeé when whimsy and
fun is needed in country music. His
musical skills of combining styles,
ranging from Jimi Hendrix to jazz,
to blues and bluegrass, into his own
music, makes for a tremendously
easy listening style. What else
would you expect from a person
who felt the need to create his own
instrument, the “guit-steel?”

— Tim O’Brien,
Amusement Business

Junior Brown is one of the few
modern-day pioneers. His music is
very distinguishable for many rea-
sons ... instrumentation, cool vocals,
a groovy feel, and pure star factor.
The Buck Owens of the 90s. 'm a
huge fan!

— Chely Wright
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 ViDEO OF THE YEAR: NOT
THAT DIFFERENT

RecorD LABEL: EPIC

CURRENT SINGLE: “I THINK
Asour You”

CURRENT ALBUM: | THINK
Asour You

A CADEMY O F COUNTRY

MuUusiIc

UPDATE:

ook closely at Collin’s lat-
est video, [ Think About
You— the pretty 13-year
old girl in it is his daugh-
ter, Brittany. The very powerful
video is getting strong reaction and
airplay for the singer, who will be
on the road touring solid in 1996.
Before Collin went in to record his
current project, he had a thank you
party for key songwriters who had
made major contributions in his
recording career. While entertaining
the writers at a local Nashville
restaurant, Collin also encouraged
them to pitch him songs. Not a bad
way to find new material for your
next recording project!

HEARD ON THE STREET:

His voice on recordings is amazing
and live he can reproduce that won-
derful sound. Besides that, he’s an
energetic delight to watch on stage.
And if that weren’t enough, he’s got
a good ear for great thaterial. He's
not bad to look at either! I believe
Collin Raye will stand the test of
time.

— Barbara Barri,
Music Matters/Radio Personality,
Burbank, California

Not only is he a great entertainer,
he has a wonderful ability to pick
great songs.

— Ronna Reeves



MONTGOMERY

« VIDEO OF THE YEAR: SOLD
(THE GRuNDY COUNTY
AUCTION INCIDENT)

RECORD LABEL: ATLANTIC

CURRENT SINGLE: “LONG As
I LIve®

CURRENT ALBUM: JOHN
MicHAEL MONTGOMERY

UPDATE:

ohn Michael ended his
“Sold!” tour in March
with a performance at
Rupp Arena in his home-
town of Lexington, Kentucky.
Proceeds from that concert were
slated to benefit the John Michael
Montgomery Youth of Kentucky
Foundation, which he established.
Married in January of this year,
John Michael plans to take the sum-
mer off to work on his new Atlantic
project, due out this fall. Plans
also call for a fall tour in support of
the new release.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

John Michael Montgomery has a
knack for picking songs that appeal
to people everywhere. He caught
the attention of pop music group
All-4-One who recorded and had
hits with two of John Michael’s
songs, “I Swear” and “I Can Love
You Like That.”

He’s earned enormous success over PREVIOUS ACM AWARDS:
the last three years by singing great New Male Vocalist, 1993 - Songs: “1

songs with strong lyrics and dance-

o able melodies. As a fellow Kentuck-
— Anna Marie Ritter, . T
AM 650, WSM Radio, 1an and labelmate, it’s great to see

Nashville, Tennessee John Michael Montgomery’s suc-
cess, and I think he’s an artist who
will be around for a long time.
— Ricky Skaggs

Song/Single: “] Swear”, 1994
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fully equipped fitness center, an 18-hole putting course - and more.

The Riviera is the closest area resort to the famous Aerial Tramway
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This is the best resort value in the desert.
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e VIDEO OF THE YEAR: TELL ME
| WAS DREAMING

RECORD LABEL: WARNER
BROTHERS

CURRENT SINGLE: “IT"s ONLY
You”

CURRENT ALBum: Travis TrRiTT
GREATEST HiTs — FROM
THE BEGINNING

UPDATE:

ravis will be out of the
country most of the month
of April, touring in
Holland, Germany, France
and England. He returns to the
states to get ready for his Double
Trouble Tour with Marty Stuart,
which begins in June. There's also a
new project planned for release in
late summer.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

Both on the road and on the stage,
Travis Tritt brings a unique sound
and presence to country music that
is instantly recognizable. He has
been one of the pioneers in bringing
a rock edge to country music,
which attracts fans of all ages to

the genre.

— Bob Kingsley,
Producer/Host, American Country Countdown

Travis Tritt isn’t just filling the
shoes of country music greats
— he is having them re-souled.

Lari White

O SEHENUNNFITRY Music



« ViDEO OF THE YEAR: THE CAR
Recorp LaseL: MCG/Curs
CURRENT SINGLE: “HOLDIN’
ONTO SOMETHING”

CURRENT ALBUM: JEFF CARSON

UPDATE:

ith two number one
singles off his debut
album, this Tulsa-born
singer couldn’t be hap-
pier with his career right now. Not
only can he sing those great country
tunes, he is an entertainer as well.
He honed his skills in theatre in
Rogers, Arkansas, Branson, Mo.
and at the Opryland Hotel in
Nashville, Tennessee. Because of
his reputation as an entertainer,
Jeff and his band are booked solid
for 1996.

HEARD ON THE STREET:

We can all agree that the success of
country music is rooted in its ability
to touch people’s lives. The format’s
ability to relate to its listeners is far
better than any other. But, within
that group only a select few rise
above, and with great depth prove
themselves as an artist with staying
power. Just listen to Jeff’s debut
album. I would defy any careful lis-
tener to doubt this man'’s staying
power. Emotion. Sincerity.
Reliability. that’s what makes coun-
try music great. That’s why Jeff
Carson’s a true gift to those of us
that love the music.

— Blair Garner,
After Midnight,
Los Angeles, California

Jeff and T had a chance to get to
know each other recently at the
Country Radio Seminar in
Nashville. We performed together
and | was really impressed by his
genuine personality, distinct voice
and excellent songwriting. He has
all of the qualities it takes to fill the
shoes of country music’s legends.
Emilio
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“MY WIFE THINKS YOU'RE DEAD”

ARTIST: JUNIOR BROWN
Propucer: MAUREEN RYAN
DirecTOR: MICHAEL MCNAMARA
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“S0LD”

ARTIST: JOHN MICHAEL MONTGOMERY
ProDUCER: VENETIA MAYHEW

Director: MARTIN KAHAN

Al
“TELL ME I’M DREAMING”

ARTIST: TRAVIS TRITT
PRODUCER: BRYAN BATEMAN
Director: MICHAEL MERRIMAN
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he founding
members of the
Academy of
Country Music were
first and foremost fans
of the music they pro-
posed to promote. It was
their love for the music and its
people that moved them to establish
the Academy in 1964. More than
thirty years later, their motivation
continues to drive the thousands of
members of the organization to pro-
mote country music to all corners of
the world, and in doing so to make it
one of the most popular forms of
music to listen to, buy and perform.

In its early years, the Academy
sought not only to interest the
general public in the appeal of the
music, but to demonstrate to other
industries the value of using country
music in its advertising, and its
celebrities as spokespersons for

its product.

Inside the industry itself, the
Academy worked hard to educate
and inform both the performers and
the business people about what was
going on within the trade. Panel dis-
cussions kept members abreast of
changes in legislation that might
affect their business; guest speakers
at luncheons made members aware
of new opportunities for the music
in radio, television, motion pictures
or touring.

In addition to addressing the busi-
ness of country music, the Academy
worked to help newcomers become
better known to their peers and the
general public. Showcases featuring
new talent introduced these per-
formers to others within the industry
as well as to the media.

Publication of the monthly newslet-
ter, Country Focus, keeps members
abreast of personnel changes in
the industry, news on up-and-com-
ing acts, information about the

ACADEMY

industry in general and the
Academy specifically.

The Academy continues these great
traditions. Its involvement in the
Country Radio Seminar in Nashville
has kept the association at the fore-
front of what is going on in country
radio today. Additionally, through its
former involvement with sponsoring
the Super Faces Show and current
sponsorship of the New Artists
Showcases, the Academy is continu-
ally connected to the heart of the
music — the men and women who
perform it. What better way to say
thank you to country radio than to
present concerts by Brooks & Dunn,
Hank Williams Jr., The Judds,
Alabama, George Strait, Garth
Brooks and Reba McEntire? And
how better to present the next
generation of music than through
performances by Steve Azar, Mandy
Barnett, Paul Brandt, Junior Brown,
4 Runner, Marty Haggard, Frazier
River, Marcus Hummon, Mark Luna,
Jo Dee Messina, Rich McCready,
Charlie Major, M.C. Potts, Great
Plains and Rhonda Vincent?

StarFest, established in 1994, is one
of the Academy’s newest involve-
ments. The country music fan
festival, held in Pomona at the L A
County Fairplex in the spring,
brings together the current stars
and the newcomers, along with the
veterans in the country music
business, to present four days of
continuous entertainment for coun-
try music fans.

Research has always been a mainstay
of the Academy. The recent “What’s
This Country All About?” in an
overview of country music and its
status in the business world today,
further educated people about
country music’s viability in today’s
marketplace.

While the Academy has had continu-
ous support from its members as
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well as the community around it, it
also understood that one of its oblig-
ations is to give support in return. In
1983 the association began sponsor-
ing the Celebrity Golf Classic, which
was a wonderful opportunity for the
members of Los Angeles business
community to mix and mingle with
business leaders within the country
music industry as well as its celebri-
ties. Since its beginning, the Golf
Classic has raised monies for chari-
ties which include the American
Heart Association, M.D. Anderson
Cancer Hospital in Houston, Texas,
the T.J. Martell Foundation/Neil
Bogart Memorial Laboratory for
cancer, leukemia and AIDS research,
the Shriners Children’s Hospital

and AMFAR.

The Academy first presented awards
for musical achievements in 1965.
First presented locally, in 1972, the
show was syndicated to national
television. Two years later ABC-TV
picked up the telecast, and in 1979
the Academy associated itself with
dick clark productions inc., necessi-

tating a move to NBC, where the 180-
minute awards show was given
prime time status.

The Awards show is yet another
opportunity for Academy members
to network outside the country
music community. Presenters of the
shows’ awards to recording artists,
songwriters, publishers, producers,
record companies, radio stations,
disc jockeys, night clubs, talent
promoters, musicians and other
individuals have included
Hollywood celebrities and television
personalities.
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