


Congratulations. There’s no
one we'd rather spend
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“MY MARIA"
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FORD TRUCKS AND ALAN JACKSON.

Alan’s been a fan of Ford trucks all his life. And now this best seller is singing the praises
of America’s best seller, Ford F-Series. That’s what we call the perfect country duet.

Ford
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www.ford.com
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Friends & Family,

It has been a spectacular year for the Academy of Country Music.
Beginning with last year's successful awards show and continuing
through the Christmas event, the Academy has worked hard to fur-
ther the cause of country music.

And yet, like many organizations, the ACM is focused on the
future. To that end. we have brought in a facilitator to work with the
board and the Officers. After an executive planning session in
March, the full board is set to meet in May to undertake long-term
strategic planning. This process will help us continue to define our
role in the industry as we carry out our mission of promoting coun-
try music. I encourage each of you to let the Board and the Officers
know your thoughts and ideas. We want to be responsive to our
members - it’'s truly your organization.

1 would like to extend my personal heartfelt thanks to Fran Boyd
and her dedicated staff. You have helped me immensely in carrying
out the duties of this office. I also must thank our Chairman, Bob
Romeo, and long-time Academy director and show producer, Gene
Weed, who have been most gracious in sharing their time, history
and ideas with me.

To all the creative folks, thank you for more great country music,
videos, album artwork and live shows. It is important that you trust
your artistic vision.

To all the business folks, I wish you luck and insight in dealing with
the challenges before you. You face new and unique issues each
day. Don’t forget to trust your gut instinct.

Sincerely,

- 7 o
Sttt S Smon
Scott F. Siman
President

C. 0 U N T R M u s ¢
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I’d like to take this opportunity on behalf of the Academy of
Country Music’s Board of Directors to welcome all of you to the
32nd Annual Academy of Country Music Awards Show. I feel we
have one of the most impressive-star studded line-ups that has ever
been put together.

It’s wonderful to see great stars come out for this gala affair where
we take time to reward achievements and pay tribute to the out-
standing artists in our industry.

I want to take time to thank dick clark productions, our producer,
Gene Weed, our talented staff, and NBC, whom we rely on each
year to bring our show to all of you. Their countless hours of dedi-
cation make all this possible, and we thank them with our deepest
gratitude for making this evening a reality.

Last, but not least, I sincerely thank our Board of Directors for their
guidance and input throughout the year and for keeping the
Academy on course.

For the 32nd time, we hope you are entertained and enlightened by
a presentation from the Academy of Country Music and the hearts
of those who make country music what it is.

T e

Bob Romeo
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Tim McGraw
I Entertainer Of The Year

Hank Williams Jr. & Hank Williams III

Top Vocal Duet




I Song of the Year “Blue”
I Single of the Year "Blue”
l Top New Female Vocalist
I Top Female Vocalist

Burnin’ Dayligilt ‘

ITop New Duet/Group

Sawyer Brown

B Top Vocal Group




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

April 4. 1997

Wwarm greetings to everyone gathered for the thirty-second
annual awards ceremony of the Academy of Country Music.

Country music is a vital part of our national culture. From

the smallest towns to the largest cities, this music speaks toO

the hearts of millions of Americans. 1t celebrates our dignity
struggles of daily 1ife, giving voice to

and jnvincible sense of humor. The

appeal © iversal: year by year. it increases

in popularity n ‘n the United gtates, but also around

the world.

By highlighting the work of country music’s outstanding
musicians, singers, and songwriters. the Academy of Country Music
honors the dedication, talent, and deep l1ove of music that have
brought these artists the recognition of an enthusiastic and

ever-expanding audience.

1 applaud this year's winners for their extraordinary
contributions to a uniquely American art form. They have
proadened the horizons of country music while preserving its
roots, and have brought 1asting pleasure€ to appreciative fans
across the globe.

Best wishes toO all for a memorable evening.

W
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For your nearest Wrangler Western Wear Retailer, call 1-800-318-5944

George Strait. : ST
Texas Stadium. 7/1/95.}
Cowboy Cut’ Jeans.
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n 1981 George Strait signed with MCA
Records - sixteen years later, country
music is better for the handsome
Texan’s love of and dedication to country
music. Songs like “Unwound,” “The
Fireman,” “Baby Blue...... Amarillo By
Moming,” “The Chair,” “Does Fort Worth
Ever Cross Your Mind,” “Check Yes Or
No,” “Blue Clear Sky” and “I Can Still
Make Cheyenne” have become new
country standards.

The former Academy of Country
Music’s Male Vocalist of the Year has the
largest selling box set in country music
history, George Strait, Strait Out Of The Box.
With sales of four million, it is tied with Led
Zeppelin and second only to Bruce Spring-
steen as the biggest selling box set of all time.
Sales for the soundtrack to his movie Pure
Country have surpassed five million. His
total album sales of nearly 40 million would
exceed the diameter of the moon if they were
placed end to end!

There is no one reason that Strait has
remained one of country music’s superstars,
but a combination of things. First and fore-
most, he has the ability to choose good songs,
songs that not only fit his style but strike a
chord with the listening public.

Secondly, George Strait entertains his
fans. Without aid of tiered stage, special
effects or multiple costume changes, Strait

presents a show that combines his hits and
country standards to an enthralled crowd.

He doesn’t dance, his moves aren’t choreo-
graphed, but as he roams from one side of the
stage to the other, he is in complete control.

Another reason Strait is consistently
popular is that he’s a genuinely nice guy who
absolutely loves what he’s doing for a living.
His music is very important to him, and he
spends as much time as he needs to in order
to make the best records he can for his fans.
The fact that he’s made great music is evi-
denced by those who claim him as their
influence.

Garth Brooks makes no bones about
Strait’s influence on him. “I am doing what I
am doing today because of the Good Lord,
my family and George Strait,” he says. Randy
Travis also admits to Strait’s influence. “I’ve
been a big George Strait fan since [ heard
“Unwound” on the radio in Charlotte, N. C.,”
he says. “I also sang a lot of his music in the
clubs when I first started singing.”

Strait says at first he was surprised by
these kinds of comments. “At first I thought’
how could that be?’ Because I never set out
to be an influence on anybody. Once 1
thought about it, and how I looked up to
people in the business like Merle Haggard,
George Jones and Bob Wills, and remem-
bered how I felt about those people, then I
felt real honored.”

poyQ abioaly

HOST
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rystal “Bernard

A CADEMY

nfusing country music with different
arenas of entertainment has long been
a tradition of the Academy of Country
Music so it seems especially fitting for
Crystal Bernard to be the co-host of this
year’s awards program.

Bernard has been a popular star of
television, first appearing on “Happy Days”
and “It’s a Living.” She is perhaps best
known for her role as Helen Hackett on
NBC-TV’s “Wings.” Recently the public
was exposed to her singing and songwriting
talents via her debut album, “The Girl Next
Door.” This new release is a showcase of
her musical talent that was apparent long
before she had notions of becoming a
television star.

Crystal started performing alongside
her father and three sisters at churches, tent
revivals and gospels jubilees and recorded
twelve gospel albums in all. “We had a
trio,” says Bernard, whose River North CD
has been well received by critics and fans.
“I look back with so much appreciation. We
had a strict upbringing but I didn’t know
any better at the time. I look back and thank
God for the kind of parents I had.”

Ironically, it was pop music that first
gave Crystal the chance to use her musical
abilities as a solo act. Several of her songs
were recorded by pop artists like Paula

COUNTR RY Mus.c

Abdul, Lisa Stansfield, Tracie Spencer and
The Winans. She met Peter Cetera after a
friend heard one of her tapes and sent it to
him. Cetera called Crystal and expressed
interest in her voice as well as her songwrit-
ing. That song, *“(I Wanna Take) Forever
Tonight,” became a hit for the duo and soon
she was signed to the same label as Ceteral

Her producers wanted her to continu
in the Adult Contemporary style but she T
insisted on going country. “Guys I’m coun-
try. I’ve got to do country,” she told them.
So she did. Her first single, “Have We
Forgotten What Love Is,” was co-written
with Billy Dean. She has also collaborated
with other notable tunesmiths including
Skip Ewing and J. D. Souther.

Usually there is resistance to televi-
sion stars who want to become singing
stars, but Crystal Bernard is a natural. “USA
Today” said of the budding singer, “Bernard
is more than a cut above the usual TV star
who figures it’s gotta be easy to break into
country music.”

The Academy is proud to have her
on the show and wishes her continued
success with her many talents and career
opportunities.
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Congratulations
to all
of the ACM nominees
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t’s no stretch for Jeff Foxworthy to tell

you all about being a Southerner — he

is one. He even has the relatives (o
prove it. He started in comedy with stories
about his uncle Earl, who, as he says, “was
dismissed as a cook at Waffle House
because of his appearance,” and cousin
Rowena who, “was so fat her senior picture
was an aerial photograph.”

Jeff grew up in Hapeville, a south
Atlanta suburb, attended Georgia Tech and
planned to follow in his dad’s cowboy boots
at IBM. Jeff’s friends convinced him to try
out at a local comedy club that had an ama-
teur night. “I'd probably never have gone
back if they hadn’t laughed at my jokes that
first night,” Foxworthy says. Soon he left
IBM for the comedy road circuit, playing
clubs like Zanies and Giggles.

The shortest distance between a
comedian and his audience is a one-liner.
Foxworthy consolidated his experiences
with white trash humor into the clever fash-
ion of “You Might Be a Redneck If . . .”
after hanging at a comedy club in Detroit. It
was there, after discovering there’s a little
redneck in all of us, that divine inspiration
drove him to his hotel room. where he
began a list of redneck references that now
reaches 2,000.

Many have accused Foxworthy of
being a one-trick pony, but that’s how
comedians get their start. Every comic at
one time has a famous gag or routine that
separates them from the crowd, just like a
musician or actor has an inimitable voice
or style. So why not rednecks?

When Jeff first met with the networks
“They kept saying, ‘You’re not hip’,” Fox-
worthy remembers. *“But between New York
and L. A. there are 200 million people that
aren’t hip.” The network folks must have
forgotten that television is the kingdom
where the unhip rule. Remember “The Andy
Griffith Show” or “The Beverly Hillbill-
ies”? There is nothing more American than
having, as Foxworthy says, “a glorious
absence of sophistication.”

“The Jeff Foxworthy Show” has been
revamped and added to the NBC comedy
lineup. His special brand of hilibilly humor
will be on display tonight and in case you
miss anything, here are some favorite tell-
tale signs of a card-carrying redneck:

If your idea of quality entertainment
is a six-pack of beer and a bug-zapper; If
you’ve ever financed a tattoo; If you’ve
ever mowed your lawn and found a car; If
you’ve ever been too drunk to fish; or If
you’re family tree doesn’t fork . . . YOU

A CADEMY OF

COUNTR RY

Music
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GLORGE STRAIT JEEF FOXWORTHY

GARTH BROOKS BROOKS & DusN

DEANA CARTER BiLLY DEAN
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PERFORMERS

BiLL ENGVALL

TrRACY LAWRENCE

Tue MAVERICKS LEANN Rives

BryvaN Whire TristiA YEARWOOD
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PRESENTERS

RineRrs IN THE SKyY

JoE DiFrie GARY CHAPMAN

DouG STONE Karny Marrea Tosy KEITH

RANDY TrAVIS Naon Jupp

TANYA TUCKER DouG SupPkErNAW Lasa HARTMAN BiACk Cray WALKER
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PRESENTERS

CoOLLIN RAYE Cuery WRiGHT

Jay Lino MaRTINA MCBRIDE SAWYER BROWN

Parn Pacr Tara HovrLAND /Miss Avierica 1997 ASHLEY JUubD Ty HERNDON

STONE PHiLLIPS

GENE AUTRY Buck OwiNs OAK RIDGE Boys
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JAMES BoNaMY KEVIN SHARP

Deana Carter
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GHLIGHTS

1996

Awards show held an April 24th at Universal Amphitheatre.
hosted by Brooks & Dunn and Faith Hill...Brooks & Dunn
voted Entertainer of the Year and Merle Haggard was honored
with the prestigious Pioneer Award...Bob Romeo was re-elect-
ed Board chairman...ACM participated in Country Radio
Seminar as sponsor of the Artists Showcases...The ACM Bill
Boyd Celebrity Golf Classic was hold in October, Tracy
Lawrence was our celebrity host Coors Light, Tracy's tour
sponsor, came on board as our corporate sponsor and the tour-
ney raised $80,000 - $40,000 went to the Shriners Hospital for
Crippled Children and $40.000 to the T. J. Martel Foundation/
Neil Bogart, Memorial Laboratory...Christmas Party was once
again held at the Castaway Restaurant (sold out) and featured
the talents of James Bonamy, Thrasher Shiver and country’s
newest sensation LeAnn Rimes...The Academy staff still
growing, hired on another employee - Lacey, a good ole coun-
try girl from Arkansas.

1995

February 7—Bill Boyd, Executive Director of the ACM, died
at his home in Burbank, California of a massive heart attack...
ACM again participated
in the Country Radio
Seminar held in
Nashville in March...
30th Academy of
Country Music Awards
Presentation was held in
May at the Universal
Amphitheater. In con-
junction with the awards
show. the Country Star
Restaurant unveiled Bill
Boyd’s star... The ACM
again sanctioned
FanFest, this second fan
driven event was held at
the FairPlex in Pomona,
CA... In May, Fran
Boyd, Executive
Administrator of ACM,
was invited to and
attended “Women In
Country Music™ a spe-
cial taped at the White
House and yes, President
and Mrs. Clinton were in
attendance... In June the
ACM participated in the
International
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Entertainment Buyers Association (IEBA) Seminar and hosted
the Sunday Brunch... In July, Scott Siman of Sony Music was
elected President of ACM with Bob Romeo being re-elected
Chairman of the Board, Gene Weed, re-elected Vice Chairman...
In October the Golf Committee recommended and the Board of
Directors approved the renaming of the tournament to Academy
of Country Music Bill Boyd Golf Classic.

The tournament raised funds for three charities, T.J. Martell
Foundation/Neil Bogart Memorial Laboratories, Shriners
Childrens Hospital and AMFAR... In December the ACM host-
ed a luncheon and cocktail reception in Nashville to recognize
Fran Boyd as the new Executive Director...The Christmas party
held at the Castaway featured entertainers, Jeff Carson, Terri
Clark, Ty Herndon with Stephanie Bentley, and special guests,
Chely Wright and Aaron Tippin.

1994

In March, the Country Radio Seminar “Super Faces™ show.
sponsored by the ACM. featured the Dynamic Duet Brooks &
Dunn...They were also co-hosts of the 1994 Celebrity Golf
Classic held in October...The 29th Annual Awards Presentation
and Show, held May 3rd was hosted by Alan Jackson and Reba
McEntire...this was the year the ACM began sanctioning
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Fhus far. this year has been a raging success,
\ whole lot of sellouts and a nomination. no less!

So thanks to the fans. who have shown up in flocks.

To let me prove every night,

That BOCEPHUS STILL ROCKS!!

Hank 11 and J would like to thank the members of the Ucademy for the nomination and wish
gaod luck to all of tonight’s neminees.

%/M/

ManrvceEvENT: MErLe KiLcore (615) 7142-3622
AceENCY: WinrLiay Mokrkes (615) 963-3000
Prprrcrry: Ganewisen & Assoc, (613) 871-3184

Lynen: MCG/Curp (818) 813-1610




FanFest, a fan-driven event to be held annually at the Fairplex...
Our SRO Christmas party was again held at the Castaway in
Burbank, and those attending were treated to performances of
the stars of tomorrow Bryan Austin, Wade Hayes and Bryan
White. Special guest artist was Rick Trevino.

1993

ACM sponsors Super Faces show at the Country Radio Seminar
starring Reba McEntire...Gene Weed and dick clark productions
put together a special which aired on NBC entitled Academy of
Country Music’s Greatest Hits...

George Strait, Randy Owen, Reba McEntire co-host the 28th
awards presentation and show held at Universal Amphitheater,
Universal Studios, Hollywood...Elections are held—Ken
Kragen is elected president, Tim DuBois, vice president, and
Bob Romeo is elected to serve as chairman of the board...Fran
Boyd represents ACM at IEBA Convention and Fan Fair...Doug
Stone is celebrity host for 11th annual ACM Golf
Classic...BNA’s Lisa Stewart and Doug Supernaw and RCA’s
Martina McBride and Andy Childs perform at ACM’s SRO
Christmas party.

1992

ACM Sponsors Super Faces show at the Country Radio
Seminar starring Garth Brooks and hosts a hospitality suite for
the registrants...Clint Black, Lorrie Morgan and Travis Tritt host
the 27th annual awards presentation and show at the Universal
Amphitheater... The show does not air in Los Angeles due to the
“riots” taking place in and around L.A....One of country’s
hottest hit-making groups, Sawyer Brown, serves as celebrity
host of 10th annual ACM Golf Classic held in October for chari-
ty, and $45,000 is presented to T. J. Martell Foundation/

Neil Bogart Memorial Laboratory for their research
program... Two of country’s finest new entertainers, Michelle
Wright and Mark Chesnutt, perform for ACM members and
guests at a sold out annual Christmas party.

1991

In March, George Strait, reigning Entertainer of the Year, per-
formed at the Super Faces show sponsored by the Academy of
Country Music at the Country Radio Broadcasters Seminar,
Nashville, Tennessee...Universal Hilton and Towers is selected
official hotel for VIP guests for ACM awards as the show moves
to the Universal Amphitheater at Universal Studios Tours,
Holly-wood...Fred Reiser is re-elected president, Gene Weed is
re-elected to the position of board chairman and the board of
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With a wide = = > = . We gave the all-new
stance and . Dodge Dakota
bigger tires, the quick-ratio,
all-new Dakota variable-assist

doesn’t just grip power steering for
the road. It puts  Even though the new . speedy response
it in a vise. Dakota has the longest - and a solid feel.
wheelbase in its class, !
its turning circle is up
" ——————— 10 5-'/2 feet smaller Our engineers didn’t stop
than before. / tinkering, toying and otherwise
Rear-wheel anti-lock brakes are fine-tuning Dakota’s

suspension, until they were

P sure you'd find yourself

’ searching for the
twistiest road home.

standard on the new Dakota. And
for extra control when braking
and steering, you can opt for four-
wheel anti-lock brakes.

e

There are up to five cupholders
in all. Hey, you never know
when some thirsty
friends are
going to need
a ride.

We call it cargo. You call it stuff. Whatever you

The new

Dakota \ ' call it, there’s more room for it in the new Dodge
has all the Dakota than in any other truck in its class.
capability you've

come 1o expect from a truck that Standard dual airbags* and high-

wears the name Dodge. Its maximum strength steel door beams give you
available towing and payload capacities, a real secure feeling.

Jor example, are best-in-class.
For more surprising facts, call
1-800-4-A-DODGE, or visit our Web
site at http:/fwww.4adodge.com

*Always wear your seat belt for a fully effective
airbag. Rearward-facing child seats cannot be
used in standard cab models.

The New Dodge Dakota |
It’s tull of surprises.




directors renew the contract of Executive Director Bill Boyd...
ACM is represented by Fran Boyd at ICMBA Convention and
Fan Fair in Nashville and the Alabama Jam in Fort Payne,
Alabama...Ninth annual ACM Golf Classic with celebrity host
Willie Nelson is SRO and
raises $40,000 for the T.J.
Martell Foundation/

Neil Bogart Memorial
Laboratory for Cancer,
Leukemia and AIDS
research...Over 400 mem-
bers and guests attended a
sold out Christmas party
and were treated to a feast
of entertainment, including
the Doo Wah Riders, Steve
Wariner, Arista; John
Anderson, BNA; Joe Diffie,
Epic; and Top Vocal Group
of the Year, Shenandoah,
RCA.

o
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1990

ACM presents Artist of the Decade, Alabama, at the Super
Faces show at the Country Radio Seminar—silver anniversary
awards presentation is held at the Pantages Theater, Hollywood,
and a celebration dinner followed at the Palace...eighth annual
ACM Golf Classic is held with celebrity host Restless Heart,
$37,500 is raised for the T.J. Martell Foundation/Neil Bogart
Memorial Laboratory for their Cancer, Leukemia and AIDS
research... ACM Executive Director Bill Boyd and Chairman of
the Board Gene Weed lend a helping hand to Dennis Weaver
and Valerie Harper with the Love Is Feeding Everyone (LIFE)
Concert...Linda Davis. Shelby Lynne, Aaron Tippin and Doug
Stone perform at SRO Christmas party.

1989

Award winners The Judds appear at ACM-sponsored Super
Faces show at the Country Radio Seminar... ACM also hosts the
most crowded Hospitality Suite—must have been the cat-
fish!...ACM represented at Fan Fair and International Country
Music Buyers Association convention...The country community
mourn the passing of Keith Whitley...Past President Cliffie
Stone gets star on Hollywood’s Walk of Fame...Gene Weed
elected Chair-man...
Awards show moved to
Stage 1 at the Walt
Disney Studios...
Alabama named Artist
of the Decade.

1988

ACM sponsors new fea-
ture at the Country
Radio Seminar—Super
Faces show starring
1987’s Entertainer of the
Year Hank Williams
Jr...Marge Meoli
becomes associate editor
of monthly newsletter...
Fred Reiser elected pres-
ident; Lacy J. Dalton,
V.P; Don Langford,
chairman...Keith
Whitley performed at
Christmas party...ACM
Pioneer Award winner
Gene Autry opens
Western Heritage
Museum in Los Angeles.

1987

ACM represented at the
Country Radio Seminar,
hosts the Hospitality
Suite and held special
drawing for a pair of
tickets, airfare and hotel
to the awards show...
Fran Boyd’s godson
Tyler Eugene was born
to parents Gene and Tom







Weed...TWA becomes official airline... ACM salutes Holly
wood on its 100th anniversary...Heart attack claims Chairman
Ron Martin.

1986

Twenty-year special, retrospective and party taped at Holly-
wood Center TV Studios and aired on NBC, hosted by Glen
Campbell and Tammy Wynette; produced and directed by Gene
Weed...Commissioned a research project, “What’s This Country
All About?”—results announced at the Country Radio
Seminar... Membership dues raised to $40... ACM showcases
new artists at Landmark in Las Vegas...Second Golden Hat
Award presented to Willie Nelson for his efforts on behalf of
farmers—*‘Farm Aid.”

1985

ACM sponsors panel discussion entitled “What Direction Is Our
Music Going in the Last Half of the Eighties?” and includes rep-
resentatives from radio, publications, booking agents and record
promoters...ACM celebrates 20 years...Mourns the passing of
Tex Williams...Gene Weed, president; Ron Martin, chairman...
Board votes to give a Video of the Year award.

1984
ACM presents $9,000 check to the American Heart Association...
Membership dues increased to $30...Executive Director Bill
Boyd goes to Graceland with award winners Alabama and pre-
sents the first “Golden Hat” following tribute to Elvis on awards
show...Golf tourney moves to De Bell, Burbank...Fans mourn the
passing of Marty Robbins and Ernest Tubb.

1983

ACM initiates monthly luncheons at L. A. Press Club with guest
industry speakers...Charlie Cook elected president; Gene Weed,
Chairman...Annual Celebrity Golf Classic established and held
at Mountain Gate Country Club...
Christmas party moves from Palomino
and St. Nicholas Ballroom to the
Castaways...ACM participates in the
Radio Seminar with an exhibit booth.

1982

ACM renames the Motion Picture
Award to the Tex Ritter Award...ACM
hosts a luncheon at Country Radom
Seminar... ACM participates with a
booth at Fan Fair...Charlie Cook elect-
ed Chairman...ACM Golf Classic held
at Santa Paula...Gary Morris performs
at Christmas party...Jeanne Marchand
becomes associate editor of monthly
newsletter...

Awards show moves back to Knotts
Berry Farm.

1981

ACM relocates to the present address
on Sunset...Johnny Mosby elected pres-
ident... ACM holds member showcase
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at Magic Mountain...Paige Sober elected chairman of the board.
Bill Boyd becomes executive director...Awards show moves to
the Shrine Auditorium.

1980

Shefrin Company contracted to do P.R....ACM represented at
Fan Fair, hosting a Hospitality Suite... ACM award-winning
group Alabama signed by RCA, heralding the start of a spectac-
ular career.

1979

The Academy’s relationship with dick clark productions, inc..
moves ACM awards to NBC television...The show returns to
Knotts Berry Farm and Gene Weed and Al Schwartz produce
it with executive producer Dick Clark...Ticket price raised to
$40... ACM presents Country Music Day at Los Alamitos race-
track...Artist of the Decade Award given to Loretta Lynn...the
Motion Picture Award established.

1978

ACM participates in the Equestrian Trails Inc. Convention in
Ventura, CA...In June, former ACM president Johnny Bond,
one of ACM’s and California’s country music’s pivotal figures,
passes on...Ron Martin elected President... ACM sanctions
California Country Jamboree showcases held at La Mirada
Civic Auditorium.

1977

ACM established Member Showcases...Membership fee raised
to $20...Cliffie Stone is elected president; Ron Martin, chair-
man...The Academy and KGBS sponsor Country Music Day at
Dodger Stadium starring Donna Fargo, Margo Smith and Rex
Allen, Jr....The Academy’s awards show moves to Shrine
Auditorium...ACM sponsors float in Pacific Palisades Fourth
of July Parade... ACM holds country concert at Starlight Bowl
in Burbank.
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1976

Loretta Lynn appears on Dinah Shore’s TV show and presents
the Jim Reeves Memorial Award to producer Owen Bradley...
Ron Weed elected chairman, Selma Williams elected treasur-

er...Awards show producer Gene Weed and Toni Menees

are married.

1975

The awards show taped at the Aquarius Theatre for ABC—A
celebration dinner and party held at the Hollywood Paladium
and ticket prices climbed to $25...Cliffie Stone appears on the
Merv Griffin show and presents the Jim Reeves Award to
Merv...Bill Boyd elected president; David Skepner, chairman of
the board...The Academy sponsors “Country Stars” at Dodger
Stadium following the Dodgers/Astros game... KLAC broadcasts
live the talent portion of ACM meetings.

1974

Membership adopts a change of name to Academy of Country
Music...First golf tournament held at Camarillo Springs...Gene
Weed produces, Allan Angus directs taped national telecast of
awards show on ABC-TV.. Cliffie Stone re-elected president.

1973

Cliffie Stone elected president; Gene Weed, vice president; Rick
Landy. chairman...Gene Weed celebrates birthday at Farrell’s

Ice Cream Parlor... Academy members Pat Boone, Billy
Armstrong and Jay Dee Maness appear on the Merv Griffin
show...Cliffie Stone’s “‘Hometown Jamboree™ cast holds reunion
at sold-out Hollywood Palladium—performers include
Tennessee Ernie Ford, Molly Bee, Wesley Tuttle.

1972

The Awards show moves to Knotts Berry Farm's John Wayne
Theatre and is televised nationally (through syndication). pro-
duced by Cranston Productions of Hollywood for Metro Media,
aired locally on Channel 11...Red Steagall elected chairman,
Ron Anton (BMI). treasurer...Steve Tolin begins publishing
annual awards program.

1971

Membership dues are raised to $15 per year...Bill Boyd elected
president; Gene Weed. chairman...Academy members perform
in “Concern for Prisoners of War” benefit...Conway Twitty and
Loretta Lynn join forces as a duo with “We Can Only Make
Believe,” a collaboration which resulted in some of the finest
country singles of the decade... ACM Awards at Palladium.

1970

ACM moves offices to suite in the Hollywood Plaza Hotel...
“Country Music Caravan” show featuring Academy members
are held at Foothill and Palomino Clubs simultaneously...Billy
Ward elected president: Donna Fargo. secretary...Merle Haggard

“['ve always wanted to take
my studio condenser on the road.”
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Country America Magaz.‘ine is w Gi: ﬁll It’s tapped into a deep, deep
well. Of pure, natural Amieri -ugoul'.\"\?fim]l and strong. It’s at the core. Of
who we are. Of what cougftry: s}gﬁﬁ\;ﬁ for. Originality. History. Home.
People who define loyaltyff Whe_are true to what they believe in. Who live |
{0 a beat, gutsy andfuniqbe, It’s'the sound of llfe in a land that wants
nothing more than tofear freedom’s ring. With passion. Loud and ck




he Academy of Country Music held its annual press

conference to announce the nominees for its annual
Academy of Country Music Awards on March 3 at
Universal Studios Hollywood. Gene Weed, Producer-
Director of the awards presentation and show, announced
that our 32nd annual salute to the makers of “America’s
Music” will spotlight more new and exciting artists,
songs and personalities than ever before.

The show, airing on NBC Television as a three hour
prime time special, will be hosted by George Strait,
Crystal Bernard and Jeff Foxworthy.

Representing the accounting firm of Call & Call
(which tabulates the ballots) was Doctor Dwight V. Call.
Taking part in revealing the final nominees for the calen-
dar year1996 were Billy Dean, Crystal Bernard and Jeff
Foxworthy. Gene Weed announced the nominees for
Video of The Year, a board of directors award.

Al Schwartz. Co-Producer of the ACMA’s and
Senior Vice President of dick clark productions, stated we
will happily welcome over 50 stars from Hollywood and
Country Music to present awards in12 categories. We will
also offer live performances by overl$5 of country’s most
popular performers including a few special surprises.

Although at the time of this writing the bookings
are far from complete they include: Clint Black, Garth
Brooks, Brooks & Dunn, Deanna Carter, Billy Dean,
Vince Gill, Tracy Lawrence. Patty Loveless. Reba
McEntire. Tim McGraw, The Mavericks, LeAnn Rimes
and Bryan White. Our nine newcomers will be featured
performing at Universal Studio locations in Orlando and
Hollywood.

The press conference was attended by both print
and electronic media.

#1. The Gang’s All Here — Let the
announcements begin

#2. Mae West escorting Al Schwartz
to podium

#3. Billy Dean announces Top
Vocal Duet, Top Vocal Group,
Song of the Year and Album
of the Year

#4. Charlie Chaplin with Crystal
Bernard — Crystal announces
thefinalists for Top New Male
Vocalist, single Record of the
Year, Top New Duet or Group
and Top Male Vocalist

#5. (L-R) Jeff Foxworthy, Crystal
Bernard, Billy Dean

#6. Dwight V. Call (left) and
Gene Weed going over
nomination information
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burb Records Gongratulates

WYER BROWN

NOMINEE TOF VOGAL GROUP OF THE VEAR
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Congratulations. Enough said.
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ALBUM OF
THE YEAR

(awarded to Artist/Producer(s)/
Record Company)

BLUE
LeAnn Rimes/Chuck Howard,
Johnny Mulhair, Wilbur C.
Rimes/Curb

BLUE CLEAR SKY
George Strait/Tony Brown,
George Strait/MCA

BORDERLINE
Brooks & Dunn/Kix Brooks, Don
Cook, Ronnie Dunn/Arista

TIME MARCHES ON
Tracy Lawrence/Flip Anderson,
Don Cook, Tracy
Lawrence/Atlantic

®

THE TROUBLE WITH
THE TRUTH
Patty Loveless/Emory Gordy,
Jr./Epic

60 ANICRA D E M Y 0O F
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SINGLE RECORD
OF THE YEAR

(awarded to Artist/Producer/
Record Company)

BLUE
LeAnn Rimes/Wilbur C.
Rimes/Curb

&

CARRIED AWAY
George Strait/Tony Brown,
George Strait/MCA

@

MY MARIA
Brooks & Dunn/Kix Brooks, Don
Cook, Ronnie Dunn/Arista

@

STRAWBERRY WINE
Deana Carter/Chris Farren/Capitol

e

TIME MARCHES ON
Tracy Lawrence/Don Cook/Atlantic

MESU) SSEISRE

SONG OF
THE YEAR

(awarded to Composer/
Publisher/Artist)

BLUE
Bill Mack/Trio Music:
Fort Knox Music
BMI/LeAnn Rimes

b}

CARRIED AWAY
Steve Bogard, Jeff Stevens/
Warner-Tamerlane Pub. Corp.;
Rancho Berlita; Jeff Stevens
Music/BMI/George Strait

MY MARIA
B.W. Stevenson. Daniel
Moore/Music Corporation of
America, Inc.; Bug House
Music/BMI; Prophecy Pub., Inc.
ASCAP/Brooks & Dunn

s

STRAWBERRY WINE
Matraca Berg, Gary
Harrison/Longitude Music;
August Wind; Great Broad,
Georgian Hills
BMI/Deana Carter

TIME MARCHES ON
Bobby Braddock/Sony ATV/
Tree Publishing
BMI/Tracy Lawrence



NRG &
Tony
Lama

Boot Company
welcome
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TOP MALE VOCALIST

VINCE GILL
ALAN JACKSON
COLLIN RAYE
GEORGE STRAIT
BRYAN WHITE

TOP FEMALE VOCALIST

PATTY LOVELESS
REBA McENTIRE
LEANN RIMES
SHANIA TWAIN
TRISHA YEARWOOD

TOP VOCAL GROUP

BLACKHAWK
LONESTAR
THE MAVERICKS
RICOCHET
SAWYER BROWN

TOP VOCAL DUET

BROOKS & DUNN
JEFF FOXWORTHY/ALAN JACKSON
LORRIE MORGAN/JON RANDALL
MARTY STUART/TRAVIS TRITT
HANK WILLIAMS JR/HANK WILLIAMS III

ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR

GARTH BROOKS
BROOKS & DUNN
ALAN JACKSON
TIM McGRAW
GEORGE STRAIT

TOP NEW FEMALE VOCALIST

DEANA CARTER
MINDY McCREADY
LEANN RIMES

TOP NEW MALE VOCALIST

TRACE ADKINS
JAMES BONAMY
KEVIN SHARP

TOP NEW DUET/GROUP

BR5 49
BURNIN’ DAYLIGHT
RICOCHET
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1997 INSTRUMENTAL FINALISTS

Winners announced prior to tonight's telecast

BASS

(J DANNY MILLINER
O DANA WILLIAMS
X GLENN WORF

FIDDLE

& STUART DUNCAN
(3 ROB HAJACOS

O MARK O’CONNOR
J JIMMY STEWART

DRUMS

& EDDIE BAYERS
(Q BRIAN PROUT
J DONY WYNN

STEEL GUITAR

& PAUL FRANKLIN
O TROY KLONTZ
1 JAY DEE MANESS

GUITAR

(J CHARLIE CROWE
& BRENT MASON
J JIMMY OLANDER

KEYBOARD

(J JOHN HOBBS
& MATT ROLLINGS
(d DWAIN ROWE

SPECIALTY INSTRUMENT

J JERRY DOUGLAS - DOBRO

(J STEVEN DUNCAN - PERCUSSION

J STUART DUNCAN - MANDOLIN

J CHARLIE McCOY - HARMONICA

& TERRY McMILLAN - HARMONICA/
PERCUSSION/COW BELLS

RADIO STATION
OF THE YEAR

& WSIX, Nashville, TN
(J WSM, Nashville, TN
J WQYK, Tampa, FL

COMURINMT R Y Mus i c

DISC JOCKEY
OF THE YEAR

X GERRY HOUSE, WSIX, Nashville, TN
(d CARL P. MAYFIELD, WSIX, Nashville, TN
(J TOM RIVERS, WQYK, Tampa, FL

NIGHT CLUB
OF THE YEAR

(J BILLY BOB’S (Fort Worth, TX)

CRAZY HORSE STEAK HOUSE &
SALOON (Santa Ana, CA)

3 WILD HORSE SALOON (Nashville, TN)

TALENT BUYER/
PROMOTER OF THE YEAR

(J BEN FARRELL (Varnell Enterprises,
Nashville, TN)

(J GEORGE MOFFETT (Variety Attractions,
Zanesville, OH)

& BOB ROMEO (Don Romeo Agency,
Omaha, NE)

VIDEO OF THE YEAR
(Awarded to Artist/Producer/Director)
(J THE CHANGE
Garth Brooks/Tom Forrest/Jon Small
& Tim Miller
(J I THINK ABOUT YOU
Collin Raye/Susan Bowman/
Steven Goldmann
[J MORE THAN YOU’LL EVER KNOW
Travis Tritt/Selby Miller/John Lloyd Miller
J MY MARIA
Brooks & Dunn/Patricia Friedman &
Scott Rattray/Michael Oblowitz
[J SHE NEVER LOOKS BACK
Doug Supernaw/Brent Hedgecock/
Doug Supernaw

PIONEER AWARD




TOP MALE VOCALIST: ALAN

JACKSON - GEORGE
B WHI
Biimsily CONGRATULATES

REBA MCENTIRE - TRISHA
YEARWOOD TOP VOCAL
GROUP: BLACKHAWK

RS AlLL 23 OF OUR
RICOCHET - SAWYER

BROWN TOP VOCAL DUET:

ALAN JACKSON ENTERTAINER

Garth Brooks  "op ryig vear: GarTH
ACM NOMINEES

BROOKS * ALAN
JACKSON - GEORGE
STRAIT TOP NEW FEMALE I
VOCALIST: DEANA CARTER TOP Charlie
EW MALE VOCALIST: TRACE McCoy
ADKINS TOP NEW DUET/
Burni GROUP: BURNIN' DAYLIGHT
) RICOCHET ALBUM OF THE
Daylight YEAR: BLUE CLEAR SKY/ -arl
GEORGE STRAIT MCA - TiMi Mayfie
MARCHES ON/TRACY
. LAWRENCE/ATLANTIC SINGLE
4 RECORD OF THE YEAR:
& CARRIED AWAY/GEORGE

Chris Farren

a

| ~ | S\I/RAIITQM(EA/- %TREAWABESRI\ McEntire
Tracy The Mavericks CARTER/CHRIS FARREN/

Lawrence CAPITOL - TIME MARCHES

ON/TRACY LAWRENCE/
ATLANTIC SONG OF THE YEAR:
CARRIED AWAY/GEORGE
STRAIT + MY MARIA/B.W.
STEVENSON/PROPHECY PUB.,
-\ INC. - STRAWBERRY WINE/
S DEANA CARTER + TIME
Stevenson  xpcHes on/TRACY

Sawyer Brown LAWRENCE 1997 INSTRUMEN-

DANA WILLIAMS, GLENN Straﬁ Doug
WORFDRUMS: EDDIE BAYERS, Supernaw

BRIAN PROUT SPECIALTY
INSTRUMENT: CHARLIE MCCOY/
HARMONICA DISC JOCKEY
OF THE YEAR: CARL I.
MAYFIELD, WSIX, NASHVILLE,
TN VIDEO OF THE YEAR: THE
CHANGE/GARTH BROOKS -
SHE NEVER LOOKS
BACK/DOUG SUPERNAW




W B A
ENTERTAINER OF THE YEAR
Vipeo ofF THE YEAR:

“THE CHANGE”
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