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The Big 1930 Show

“Outdoor Amusements”’
Is About To Start!

---as usual, it will be inaugurated by THE BILLBOARD’S

Annual Spring Special Number

{DATED MARCH 29 - ISSUED MARCH 25 )

With the publication of The Billboard’s Spring
Special the Qutdoor Amusement World enters its
first phase of activity this season.
Amusement Parks, Fairs, Circuses, Carnivals, ‘ADVERTISERS TO THE AMUSEMENT WORLD’
Summer Resorts and Summer Theatricals—all

thoroughly represented in The Billboard for
many years—are now announcing their “opening
dates” and 1930 routes. Turnstiles and ticket
choppers will soon start to record an endless
stream of pleasure seekers.

Yet there is much preparation—much pur-
chasing—to be done. And much of it will
be done after consulting the advertising
columns of the Spring Special.

are making reservations NOW in the Spring
Special Number of The Billboard. Years of ex- -
perience has taught them the value of good po-
sition in this big extra-cireulation issue.

Making it of even greater importance—the Spring
Special is also the first big list number of the new
season. It contains complete lists of Amusement
Parks, Conventions, Fairs, ete.

Regular advertising rates prevail. Reservations
made in the order they are received.

THE BILLBOARD PUBLISHING CO.

Publication Office:
1560 Broadway -

25 Opera Place,

Cincinnati, Ohio
- New York City

Chicago — St. Louis — Kansas City — Philadelphia — San Francisco
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Amusement Park Men

Urged To Follow Movies

Must show greater improvement in resorts and put serv-
ice on par with film theater or else pass out of the pic-
ture, NEAMA meeting is told—Donovan new president

Canned Preaching
New Fad in Sticks

NEW YORK, March 3.-—~From Joe
De Tellem, a trumpeter, of Edgewood,
Ia., comes the following bit of intelli-
gence:

"It seems as If the preachers will
eventually have to fall back on the
musicians' union for help. In Aurora
the local Methodist church does not
employ a minister for sermons, but
uses a phonograph Instead. They
claim- this enables them to hear re-
corded sermons from the very best
ministers at a very reasonable price.”

SPRINGFIELD. Mass., March 3.—That
the amusement park must keep pace
with the movies. which it .considers one
of its greatest competitors, or pass out
of the picture, was the most serious
topic that came up for discussion at
the third annual meeting of the New
England -Amusement Men's Association
at the Clinton Hotel here last Wednes-
day and Thursday. Varlous suggestions
as to how to meet this competition
were broached, the outstanding ones
belng that the park must be reju-
venated, or "brush up" on a more ex-
tenslve seale than ever before; that the
park must glve the same class of service
that the movies are giving; that the
rark must improve upon walks. and add
more shrubbery and shade; that the
park should have not only tralned but
uniformed employees in accordance with
movie customs.

Will L. White, secretary of the associa-
tion. estimated the attendance at ap-
proximately 100. This is about the same
number present last vear, when the
meeting was held at Worcester, Mass.,
in conjunction with the Massachusetts

(Sec PARK MANAGERS on page $0)

Circo Shipp Off

For So. America

NEW YORK, Mar. 3—The Gran Circo
Shipp, directed by Edward Shipp, salled
from here last Wednesday for a proposed
three-year tour of South America. There
were approximately 50 people In the
company. The show will make its first
stop at the Port of Spain, Trinidad,
where it will probably open under canvas
March 10 for a three or four weeks' en-
gagement. ‘The circus will tour thru
Central America, embracing Colombla,
Venezuela, Panama, then back thru
Argentina, Uruguay and Brazil.

Manager Shipp looks for big business
In connection with this tour. The name
of Shipp & Feltus is a household word
in Bouth America, as this marks Shipp's
eighth tour in that country, or 22 years
that he has spent there in the past with
his circus.

Many people who were with the show
in the past have rejoined for the present
tour. Capt. L. M. Miller, bandleader on
the Rubin'& Cherry Shows for many
years, I8 directing the 12-piece band,
which will be augmented to 20 additional
Pieces at the opening stand.

Chicago and Cleveland
To Get N. Y. Palace Acts

NEW YORK, March 3.—RKO has at
last come to the realization that fits
vaudeville booking depertment cannot
make progress under a system dividing
the eastern and western divisions into
separate entities. The first step taken
toward aligning the booking depart-
ment under a more feasible plan will
eventuate next week when George A.
Godfrey, the Eastern head. will have
added to his books the Palace-monickered
houses in Cleveland and Chicago, these

joining the Palace, New York, in a trio
of houses sultable for playlng big acts
landed ‘for the ace house.

The plan had its inception with the
urgent . need of .finding some way to
keep the Palace, Chicago, In a straight
vaudeville policy. The Cleveland house
was switched to the Godfrey book in
order to break jumps of acts used in
the New York and Chicago houses. With
Godfrey sending acts out from New York

(See PALACE ACTS on page 84)

Another Refinancing Plan

NEW YORK, March 3.—When the Fox
stockholders meet March 5 to vote on
the refinancing plan which has been
submitted to the Fox directors, Halsey,
Stuart & Company, said to be the cause
of many of the Fox.organization's woes,
will submit a new and separate plan to
the stockholders which "“we believe will
be more materially advantageous from
the standpoint of the stockholders and
the companies as a whole than the plan
which has already been accepted by the
directors of the Fox companies.”

The plan already referred to is the
one submitted by the Bancamerica, Inc.:
Lehman Brothers and Dillon, Read &
Company.

Much depends upon the arguments to
be aired In Supreme Court today which

Chorus Equity Warns Against

to Fox Stockholders

are to be heard .n an order to show cause
why an injunction should not be issued
to prevent H. L. Stuart and John E.
Otterson from using proxles for Fox Film
and Fox Theater Company stocks under
a voting-trust agreement.

Ir Willijam ¥Fox wins his move to have
hlg stock held in escrow by the trustees
appointed in December from being voted
at the meeting Wednesday, it is belleved
that the finance plan submitted by the
Fox bankers will be accepted and a re-
celvership avolded.

It is understood that the majority of
the Fox stockholders will vote with Fox,
and If he can have the stock vote now
held by the trustees held up Fox will
no doubt control the stockholders’ vote
at the March 5 meeting.

Signing Player Contracts

NEW YORK., March 3,—Chorus Equity
Association has Issued a, warning to its
members against signing “principal”
contracts with managers. In its bulle-
tin to the members the associatlon cites
several reasons why the members should
not sign the contracts because they are
given a few lines to speak.

There I8 & general impression among
the chorus members that to possess a
"principal’s' contract makes them a
principal, which the assoclation points

_rehearsals.

out s untrue and which, according to
the assoclation, results in the members
granting concesstons to the managements
of productions which they should not
rightfully have.

For the members of the chorus the
contract provided by the assoclation is
far better than the principal -contract.
Onec of the lesser items is the length of
Under a principal's contract
an ensemble member can be forced to

(See CHORUS EQUITY on page 84)

FFICE

DECKS CLEARED
APRIL 1, ORDER

Productivity not only basis
of sifting—Piazza declines
to comment—book direct

NEW YORK, March 3.—The second
shakeup of agents and producers en-
franchised by RKO became g fact Satur-
day when 10 of the total number of 24
offices doing business with the sixth
fioor were notifled by Ben Plazza thru the
malls that they shall ccase being an ad-
junct of the major circuit on April 1,
This time 1t appears to be a clean sweep,
altho in giving the list to The Billboard
Plazza stated that by the time the month
is gone several revislons may be made
voluntarily by the executive committee
of which he 1s a member with George A.
Godlfrey and Charles J. Freeman.

The agents and producers finally
singled out as due to relinquish their
franchises at the end of the 30-day notice
period do not comprise a list of thosde
who have been doing the smallest
amount of business with the office. Con-
trary to a belief that has persisted since
the first intimation was given some weeks
ago that the shakeup was on its way, the
letouts are classed as those who would
serve the interests of the office better by
ceasing to do business with the sixth
foor. The list was released without com-
ment, a situation far different from that
evident in the November shakeup, when
10 agents were given thelr notice as
effective January 1.

It has been admiftted all along that
RKO planned the shakeup as a means
of providing those that sutrvive with a

(See SHAKEUP on page 11)

Acts as Lure

For Land Sales

CHICAGO, March 3.—A gag which may
furnish work for a number of acts dur-
ing the coming summer 1Is being worked
out by local real estate subd!vision com-
panies. It sounds good and ought to
work out to the advantage of everybody
concerned, except, perhaps, those whom
the entertainment program beguiles suf-
ficlently to induce them to sign on the
dotted line.

The plan, which it is sald will be put
into effect just as soon as the subdivision
seagon gets under way, Is to organize a
sort of unit show of three or four acts, or
perhaps two or three units,“if the re-
sponse justifies it, and put on a first-
class vaudeville ehow on Saturdays and
Sundays at subdivisions adjacent to Chi-
cago. It Is figured that four acts should
not cost an excessive amount, in view of
the many performers out of work and
offering thelr services at relatively low
figures.

The idea i8 not an entirely new one
here, having neen used some years ago
with some success during the exploita-
tion of a South Side subdivision; but it
has not been tried in recent years.
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Conducted by CHARLES MORAN~.Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York
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Plan To Doom Speculation

Will Try Manager’s Merits

New York Theater League will be unincorporated body
—six governors will appoint man of high standing to
represent public—board will allot all tickets

NEW YORK, March 3.—The honesty of the Broadway theatrical managers is
about to be put to a test. With the proposed formation of a New York Theater
League to control tne distribution of theater tickets in an attempt to hring down
the exorbitant tax imposed by ticket speculators and to restore public confidence

in the legitimate theater an honor system will be introduced,

by the managers’ corimittee, composed
of Arthur Hopkins, Gilbert Miller and
Brock Pemberton, calls for a league
membership of all reputable Broadway
managers and the election of a board of
seven governors who will be authorized
to exercise rigid enforcement in distrib-
uting theater tickets to such brokers as
are licensed by the league.

The success of the proposed New York
Theater League, an unincorporated or-
ganization, will depend entirely upon
the honesty and integrity of its mem-
ber managers. The managers have with-
in their power the cure for the ticket
evil and need only to sign the articles
of agreement which will bind them in
a league and compel them ‘to abide by
its princip’es for a term of two years.
At the close of the proposed two-year
'ipeuocl an election may be held by
eague members to determine whether
or not the plan shall continue. If up-
held by a two-thirds majority vote the
plan would continue for another period.

A board of seven directors will govern
the leagug with the following bodles
represented’  Theater owners, managers,
ticket brokers, actors, writers and the
public. The board will exercise sole
charge over ticket manufacture, stamp-
ing, distribution and checkup. Only
brokers licensed Ry the league will re-
celve tickets. If a broker is discovered
violating the league's rules his license
will be revoked and he will be black-
listed by the league.

The league will advise the general pub-
llc of its actions and issue Information
regarding authorized ticket brokers and
the legitimate price of theater tickets,
It has been estimated that over 87,000,
000 has been lost annually during past
seasons, and> that 25 per cent of the
theater-going public has been allenated
by gyp ticket speculators and social
clubs securing tickets for their patrons
at an exorbitent fee.

8ix members of the board of governorg
will be elected by the league. This board
will appoint & seventh member who will
serve the Interest of the general public,
and who it Is expected will be in con-
trol of ticket distribution.

Theater owners numbering 52 agreed
to end ticket speculation by appointing
a committee to formulate & working
plan. A. 1. Erlanger and Charles Dil-
lingham withheld from the agreement;
but, as reported in the last issue of The
Billboard, Erlanger is reconsidering his
decision and will sign if he is convinced
of the sincerity of the managers.

Eva Le Gallienne as Juliet

NEW YORK, March 3.-—Following an
engagement in Philadelphia, Eva Le
Gallienne and the Clvic Repertory Play-
ers will be seen here in a production of
Romeo and Juliel, with Miss Le Gal-
llenne as Juliet and Donald Cameron as
Romeo. Jacob Ben-Ami will be seen as
the Prince of Verona. The opening is
scheduled for April 21.

-

The plan sponsored

Phila. House to Erlanger

NEW YORK, March 8--A. L. Frlanger
has purchased the Stanley Company of
America’s Interest in the Broad Street
Theater in Philadelphia. The Broad
Street 18 known as one of the leading
playhouses in the Quaker OCity.

Goetz in New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS, March 3.-—E. Ray
Goetz, New York theatrical producer, is
in New Orleans to remain thruout the
carnival season. He observes that the
people’s taste for entertalnment is im-
proving, “They know more music than
ever,Y he sald. *“The radio has made
them appreciate it.”

HOWARD PHILLIPS, a graduate
of George Pierce Baker's class at

Yale University, quit + playwriting
because he was told he had greater
talents for acting. In “The Last
Mile” he is justifying this claim.
It is his first important role. He ap-
prenticed two years in stock and has
done some motion-picture work. He
was an understudy in “An American
Tragedy” and “The Wild Duck” and
also played with Margaret Anglin in
“Electra”. He was first seen on
Broadway in the shortlived “The
Patriarch’.

From Out Front

By CHARLES MORAN

NOTE-—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which dre expressed
on the editorial page,—FD.

THIS show business is an amazing thing. 1 term it show business
for it has developed into a business, and business only with about

99 per cent of the people connected with it. There is little ragard
today for the theater—the American theater. The one reason | am .
reviving this idea, which is as old as our theater, is that recently |
was scored for a review, and one of the citations inferred that to
attain a Broadway role means ability.

© Such an idea is not only silly, but it is one of the things that have
held us back in the development of a national theater. Broadway the
zenith. It is ridiculous. There are more ingompetents connected with the
thealer on Broadway then all the rest of this country.

In order to be a living, existing entity of itself the theater must be
considered by all who come to it, aiming to devote their lives to its
pursult, an Institution rather than a means to a llving. The actor who
refuses a part because he does not think it fits him 1s rare in our
American theater. I do not say that he does not exist. He does, but he
is not frequently found. I shall always contend that the hope of the
theater, that is, the eventual national theater, that every American wants
rests within the province of the actor.

There are more people in the theater claiming to be actors than it is
possible to estimatle. It 18 this type of performer who goes to any lengths
to procure an engagement, and 3o of mecessily he condones the existence
of the theatrical promoter who possesses litile beyond a glib tongue.
He fills the actor’s ear with smooth talk of money, that will never come,
and goes his merry way clipping “angels’ ” wings and projecting alleged
entertainment that recognized maenagers will have nothing to do with.

This type of actor belongs in some other profession, because he is
doing the theater more harm than good. When capable actors refuse
to be associated with such enterprises the American theater will ex-
perience growing pains. Tt will stretch and become an integral part
of the scheme of things In this national life.

Amusement designed io be entertaining will be projected on the
American stage, and it will make very little difference whether the per-
formance i{s on Broadway, or in Kansas City or Haverhill. People with
talent will be recognized cnd the chaff will be shed. Then the American
theater will be hopeful. The actor, without whom there 8 no play, holds
the key lo the situation where detler plays arc concerned.

Verdict Gives
Actor Victory

Edward Wever wins AAA
award of 4 weeks’ salary
against M. C. Fagan

NEW YORK, March 1.—Edward Wev-
er's claim for four weeks’ salary against
Myron C. Fagan, author and producer of
Nancy's Private Affatr, was sustalned
yesterday by a decislon of a board of the
American Arbitration Association. The
unanimous verdict was that Wever had
not breached his contract.

Wever was engaged by Fagan to play
one of the leading parts in his current

‘production. An added clause to the min.

imum basic contract guaranteed four
weeks’ employment at a sliding wage
scale, 'The stipulation In this eclause
provided for an increase when the show
opened on Broadway, .

Following the opening at Jackson
Helghts, Wever played five performances
and was given his notice. Gavin Mulr
went into his part the next night, and
the following week the play opened on
Broadway and has been doing falr busl-
ness since.

In contesting the claim of the actor,
Fagan held that he was let out for in-
subordination. Wever claimed there was
no written notice of dismissal. The board
found no evidence that Wever's contract
had been breached and upheld his claim.

Under the terms of the contract
‘Wever held the claim amounts to more
than $1.400. Actors’ Equity Association
has notified Fegan and demanded pay-
ment.

Hale Hamllton had a claim for two
weeks’ pay standing agalnst Fagan for
the same play. Hamilton, now playing
on the Coast for Henry Duffy, suys he
was engaged for a role in one play, but
was not called when the rehearsals that
led to the actual production were com=
menced. Hamilton's elaim {8 based upon
an engagement claimed last fall when
Fagan first commenced the production.
The play was rehearsed for a few days,
and then Fagan dismissed the players,
tellilng them the production had been
abandoned. Hamilton charges that Fagan
retained him after the dismissal of the
others and said the part would be his
when the production was made.

Equity is moving now to bring this
latter matter before a board of arbitra-
tion.

Guild Buys New Play

NEW YORK, March 1.—The Theater
Gulld today purchased a new play titled
Roar China, of which little informetion
is available. The play, however, may
be done during the closing days of this
season to run thru the dull summer
season at the Gulld Theater here.

FORRENT OR SALE,

LEADING MANUFACTURERS

EAVES)

EAVES BUILDING j

1513 W46 ST
NEW YORK




Business Picks Up; B’way
Draws 2 More Smash Hits

“The Apple Cart” and “The Green Pastures” win high
place—many of 60 attractions doing well—"‘Simple Si-
mon” leads musicals; “Strictly Dishonorable”, dramatics

NEW YORK, March 1.--The week saw Broadway’s total of legitimate attrac-

tions mount to 60 and a good portion of these report fair to good business.

‘Two

new hits, out and out sellouts, came to town this week. The Theater Guild drew
one with Shaw’s The Apple Cart and Lawrence Rivers clicked with Marc Connelly’s

The Green. Pastures.
Baltimore. From reports it appears that
theatergoers from miles around, as many
as 50 miles in some instances, journeyed
into Baltimore to see the Shaw play.

The Green Pasttireg opened to reviews
from the critics that no other play has
recelved this season. The next morn-
ing the ticket line formed. It is re-
ported that the Chanins who control
the house have refused a long-distance
buy on the show because they pledged
themselves to adhere to the ticket
gpeculation regulations. It must be re-
ported, however, that agencles are of-
fering ducets for this Negro show eight
weeks In advance.

Striotly Dishonorable is still up among
the best sellers. It is sold out for five
and six weeks ahead and ig doing nightly
business with the standees. Berkeley
Square 18 also ahead, with Dishonored
Ledy holding up, too.

The Shubert attractions in the dra-
matic field are not doing so good.
Topaze, which opened well, has fallen
off. Death Takes a Holiday has slumped
and The Infinite Shoedblack gets little
sttention from the theatergoers. Young
Sinners, another Shubert show, s doing
& great business, altho it has been re-
ported to the cut-rate counters several
times during the last two weeks.

The musical fare has suffered little.
Sweet Adeline has been visibly affected
and there are rumors of it commencing
g tour of the country that will end in
Hollywood. These reports appear to be
without foundation for, altho not up to
tts pre-Ohristmas standard, the produc-
tion 1s still high among the grosses.

Son o' Guns and Strike Up the Band
are both selling out, but it is reported
that Charles Dillingham is having a 1it-
tle trouble getting customers to fill the
geats for the Fred Stone show, Ripples,
at the New Amsterdam. Bilter Sweet,
now at the Shubert, has picked up since
1t moved downtown from the Ziegfeld
and appears ready to delay its closing
for another month at least. Simple
Simon 1s among the lead in this division.

Asrons May Do Originals
For Fox Films on Coast

NEW YORK, March 1.—Alex A. Aarons,
formerly assoclated with Vinton Freedley
fn the production of musical comedies
on Broadway, will produce muslcal pic-
tures for Fox Films, according to the
terms of the contract he recently signed
with Willtam Fox in Hollywood. It is
expected that Aarons will do originals
for Fox since the screen rights to all
the Aarons & Freedly shows have already
been disposed of. Aarons expects to re-
main in Callifornla until next fall when
he may produce a show on Broadway.

George Jessel Recasting
“This Man’s Town” Again

NEW YORK, March 1.—George Jessel,
making his debut as a producer with
This Man’s Town, & play by Willard
Robertson, was disappointed with the re-
sult when viewed in public this week at
Newark, N. J. Jessel declded to close
the show after this week and lay off
at least until the last half of the com-
Ing week. During this period many
changes will be made in the cast. The
show ig getting ready for another try-
out tour.

Scottish Provist Gives Address

NEW YORK, March 8,—Addresses were
recently dellvered at a meeting of the
Episcopal Actors’ Guild of America by
the Very Rev. H. Erskine Hill, of Aber-
deen, Scotland; Rev. Dr. Joseph P.
McComas, of B8t. Paul's Chapel, and
Channing Pollock, playwright. Bishop
Willlam T. Manning was elected honorary
Ppresident of the organization.

The former show had a peculiar reaction on its tryout at

Nathan Quits “Mercury’’;
Will Do Book on Theater

NEW YORK, March 1.—George Jean
Nathan has terminated partnership with
H. L. Mencken and has sold his interest
in The American Mercury to Mencken
and Alfred A. Knopf, Inc. Nathan has
acquired a chateau in France, in the
region of the Loire, and expects to take
up residence there this summer. He
plans to devote sqme months exclusively
to the writing of a book on the theater.

Actors File Salary Claims

NEW YORK, March 1.—Several actors
who were to have been members of
the cast of Tread the Green Grass, a
Paul Green play, have filed claims for
two weeks' salary against William Bleke,
85 manager of the production. Blake
was director of the Macdougal Street
Players, a group that succeeded the
Provincetown Playhouse group in its
tenancy at the Macdougal Street Thea-
ter. It was said that Otto Kahn was
earlier interested in the new group. How-
ever, the support, from whomsoever it
came, was withdrawn and the Pultizer
prize play winner's play was called off
for lack of funds. There were about 14
people in the cast who had rehearsed for
four weeks. The play was to have
opened at the Belmont Theater.

To Revive Royle Play

NEW YORK, March 1.—Edwin Milton
Royle's romance entitled Launcelot and
Elaine is scheduled for a revival at the
President Theater under the auspices of
Round Table Productions, Inc. The play
was first performed at the cDowell
Club. Selena and Josephine Royle,
daughters .of the author, will be mem-
bers of the present cast. Selena Royle
was last seen here In a leading role in
Thunder in the Air. The cast will also
include Ann Anderson.

Mayor Hails Grand Opera

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., March 3.—Proc-
lamation by Mayor C. M. Chambers has
been issued declaring the week of March
10 Grand Opera Week. The mayor calls
on all citizens to unite in making the
appearance of the Chicago Opera Com-
pany here & big success. G opera
for San Antonio was made possible by
a guarantee of $50,000 underwritten by
127 business and professional people
and muslc lovers. Merchants are asked
by the mayor to meke sultable exhibits
in their winaows and all cltizens are
urged “to cultivate a grand oBera
spirit.”

Broadw; Cast Changes

Eugene Miller, Burke Clarke, Everett
Miller and Florence Vroom heve replaced
respectively Gene Miele, John Stokes,
Gene Miller and Ann Winston In City
Haul at the Eltinge Theater.

Barbars. Barondess has succeeded Mil-
dred Mitchell In Topaze at $he Musio

Edith Spencer, Evelyn Wade, Evelyn
Baldwin and Eugenie Reed have joined
the cast of It Never Rains at the Bayes
‘Theater.

Arthur Gilbert has replaced Sydney
Seaward In Journey’s End at the Miller
Theater.

Richard Curtls has succeeded Joseph
Lawrence in Phantoms at the Wallack
Theater.

Betty Hannan has joined The Street
Singer at the Royale Theater,

Leona Pennington hes joined Earl
Carroll's Sketch Book at the 44th Street
Theater, .

;
-
e
g
:
e

MARGARET SCHILLING, the youth-
ful prime donna of Edgar Selwyn’s
“Strike Up the Band”’, was discov-
ered by the producer in the cinema
kouses singing the theme songs of
presentation shows, whkere she got
ker early training. Miss Schilling
took over the leading feminine role
in the Clork and McCullough kit
whken this second production went
into rehearsal and has committed
herself ably. It is her first Broad-
way musical production.

Says Musical Artists
More Artistic Today

NEW ORILEANS, March 2.-David N.
Le Vita, Spenish pianist and at one
time guest conductor of the New York
Symphony Orchestra, belleves that
artists of today, especially planists, are
much greatgr poets at thelr instruments
than those of the past. *“Artists of the
past tried to display thelr technique to
show how fast they could play,” he says.
“Artists of today try to show how
artistic and how poetic they can be.”

Le Vita is now on a concert tour of
the South., After spending several days
in New Orleans he will go to Chicago,
and from there o Cleveland.

Sil Vara Adapting “Meteor”

NEW YORK, March 1.—Si1 Vara, author
of The Camel Thru the Needle’s Eye, is
now busily engaged in adapting the S,
N. Behrmen play Meteor for German
presentation. Berlin may see a produc-
tlon of the Alfred Lunt-Lynne Fontanne
play some time during the summer. The
presentation of the play here by the
Theater Gulld cloges {ts engagement
March 16.

Broadway Engagements

James T. Powers, Margery Maude,
Pedro De Cordoba, Rolio Peters, John
Cralg, Fiske O'Hara, Betty Linley,
Georgette Cohan, George Tawde, Percival
Vivian end Dan Malloy for The Rivals,
starring Mrs. Piske (Erlanger & Tyler).

Beatrice Nichelg for Small Potatoes
{Michael Kallesser).

Betty Blythe, Claiborne Foster, Jack
Hazzard, Marie Haynes and Earl Mitchell
for House Afire {Arthur Fisher).

Douglas Wood, Herman Liek and
Donald Kirke for The Old Rascel (Wil-
l{fam Hodge). .

Dorice Covert for Viriue’s Bed (Lohe
muller & Emery).

Gladys Lloyd for I Want My Wife
{Murray Phillips).

Ernest Glendinning for a road com-
pany of Sirange Interlude (Theater
Gulid).

Chi. May Book Marquis Show

NEW YORK, March 3.—Chicago may
see Don Marquis’ comedy, Everything’s
Jake, some time this summer If
arrangements are concluded by Walter
Greenough, who produced the play un-
der the auspices of the Assembly Thea.
ter organization.

Players To Stage Revival

NEW YORK, March 3.—Arnold Ben-
nett and FEdward Xnoblock’s play,
Milestones, first produced here in 1812,
will be revived at the ninth annual re-
vival, to be staged by the Players Club
early in June,
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Jones-Fagan

[n Agreement

A. L. Jones, of Jones &
Green, forms 3-play dlli-
ance with producer

NEW YORK, March 3—Nancy's Pri-
vate Affair, for which the bond was
posted by James Thatcher, partner of
Thomas Kane, of the Century Play Com-
pany, altho he denies an affiliation with
the play, is to be taken over by the firm
of Jones & Green and will enter the
48th Street Theater on March 11.

An agreement has been made hetween
A. L. Jones, of Jones & Green, and
Myron C. Fagan, producer of Nancy's
Private Affair, calling for the production
of three plays next season by Fagan in
assoclation with the firm of Jones &
Green. It is expected that one produc-
tion will be a play by. Fagan entitled
Peter Flies High, which was once begun
ty Fagan, with Pat O'Brien scheduled
for the lead along with several Broadway
players who were cast in various roles.

Morris Green, partner of A. I. Jones,
denies an interest in the Jones-Fagan
afftliation, altho he remalins a partner
in the firm of Jones & Green and retains
an Interest in the 48th Street Theater.
He expects to be the individual sponsor
next season of a musical comedy starring
Joe Cook, who starred in Rain or Shine.
Cook is now on the Coast making s film
version of the show, which will be re-
leased hy Columbia Pictures. Green
sponsored a2 tryout of Bartlett Cormack's
dramatization of Tampico, the Joseph
Hergeshelmer novel, which went into the
discard when Cormack signed with Para-
mount Pictures to write scenarios. Cor-
mack s the author of The Racket.

The cutrent Jones & Green production
of Dans Burrnett’'s The Boundary Line 18
slated to close this week.

The affiliation between A. L. Jones and
Myron 0. Fagan will keep the 48th Street
Theater open and will bring to Broadway
several plays.

Dayton House Dark

DAYTON, O., March 8—The Victory
Theater, home of legitimate drama, is
closed tighter than a drum, not an at-
traction playing the house during the
last several weeks except Thurston, nor
are there prospects of any further attrac-
tlons unless stock should be opened for
a summer run. The management claims
the prohibitive cost of stagehands makes
it impossible ta book road attractions.

Thriller Gets Stock Trial

NEW YOREK, March 3.—A new mystery
play, The 13th Floor, has been tried out
by Charles Champlin’s Stock Company
in Bethlehem, Pa., with Judith Jordan
in the lead. In the supporting cast were
Frank Brooks, Glen Snyder, Judith Alden,
Jack Egan, Ellen Mahar, William Mel-
ville, Bert Carpenter, Sadie Belgarde and
Harry and Mary Bubb. The play is the
work of George L. Graves.

ROBERT (Original)

VEGETABLE SHAMPOO

COOVERS GR EYX AND
FADED HAIR,

YET I1sNOT
A DYE

Takes Two Minates to
Apply, |

Gives lustrous Auburn,
QGolden.  Ch or
to all
shades of halr, For
mafl order send $2.00
and sample of hair,

o

Lo
ORIENTAL DELICAT PARFUM

$1.50, Purse Size.

“One Drop Lasts a Week” Write for Booklet.

ROBERT
Makes You Beautiful
675 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK

GEORGE JULIAN HOUTAIN,
ATTORNEY AND COUNBELOR-AT-LAW,

Oflices Now Located at
1407 Bresdws)y, at 414 Sireet. New York.
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12 Shows Off
Till Next Fall

Promised productions de-
layed — 32 more headed
for B’way, 25 in March

NEW YORK, March 3. —With the pres-
ent theatrical season rushing to a close,
more than 12 productions announced for
this year have been postponed until next
season.

Ziegfeld has shifted the production of
Tom, Dick and Harry. with Marilyn Mil-
ler and Pred and Adele Astaire, over
until fall. Also his musical version of
East [s West, In which it was rumored
Gloria Swanson would make her stage
debut.

Other productions, which were sched-
uled for this season, but which have
been postponed, are Once in a Lifetime,
a satire on the talking pictures, which
will be produced by Sam Harrls; Eliza-
beth and Esser, with Alfred Lunt and
Lynn Fontanne, under the auspices of
the Theater Gulld: Canarles Sometimes
Sing, a comedy by Frederick Lonsdale, to
be offered by Charles Dillingham; Frank-
enstein, a mystery-thriller by Peggy
Webling and John L. Balderson, to be
sponsored by Horace Liveright; The Em-
press, by Aehmed Abdullah and Robert
Presnell, also to be produced by Horace
Liveright and starring Florence Reed;
Blind Window, David Belasco's produce
tion of B, Harrison Orkow's play from
the Hungarian. which will star Beth
Merrill; The PBig Cherade, a musical
comedy by Herhert Fields. with music by
George Gershwin. to be produced by
S8am Harris: Mr. Gilhooley, a dramatiza.
tlon of Liam O'Flaherty’s novel by Frank
Elsner, with which Jed Harrls will return
to the managers’ fold: Mrs. Cook’s Tour,
by John Floyd and Kerby Hawkes, which
Brady & Wiman will produce with Mary
Boland as the staz; and The Durhess of
Chicago, a Viennese operetta by Julius
Brammer and Alfred Gruenwsald, with a
score by Emmerich Kalman, to be pro-
duced by the Shuberts.

Five plays are scheduled to open the
week of March 10, with s!x slated for the
following week of the 17th. The week of
March 24 will bring 11 plays, one mu-
slcal comedy, & revue and an operetta.
Seven other productions are scheduled
to open before summer, which brings
the total of imminent attractions up to
32" shows which will be added to the
Broadway list before the close of the
present season.

Five of Six Shubert
Houses in Boston Open

BOSTON, March 1.—For the first time
this year five of the six Shubert houses
here are occupled. Liltle Accident, now
in {ts seventh week at the Plymouth, ts
bidding for the season's record. The
New Moon is in its third week at the
Sbhubert. The Liitle Show in its fourth
week at the Wilbur, Young Sinners in
its third week at the Shubert Lyric

Theater, while the Victor Herbert
Festival, so called, continues at the
Maljestic, Franz Lehar's The Merry

Widow onr March 3 replacing Robin
Hood.

All three Erlanger houses are at pres-
ent closed, the next bookings announced
being George M. Cohan, in Gambling,
starting March 10 at the Tremont, and
Sir Harry Lauder at the Colonial for a
week of 10 performances, starting March
10. At the Hollis Street Theater, start-
Ing March 24, the Stratford-Upon-Avon
Festival Company will appear for two
weeks.

Ziegfeld Changes Plans;
“Tom, Dick, Harry” Delayed

NEW YORK., Marech 1.—Florenz Zieg-
feld. who 18 sojourning in Palm Beach,
will go to Hollywood to supervise the
talkie version of Whoopee Instead of
producing the Marilyn Miller-Fred and
Adele Astalre show this fall. The change
in Ziegfeld’s plans is due to his expectr-
tion that Simgple Simon will occupy the
Ziegfeld Theater for some time, and also
that Warner Bros. want Miss Miller to
make another picture before next season,

Billboard

Attention, Mr. Shaw!
A Short in “Apple Cart”

NEW YORK, March 1.—There's
money In the *“talkies” for George
Bernard Shaw and a Theater Guild
official learned this soon after the
opeping of Thec Apple Cart at the
Martin Beck Theater here. Impressed
apparently to see what this man
Shaw had, a picture man sat thru the
long first act. After the short sec-
ond act he went to the lobby for a
smoke and there recognized one of
the Guild officers to whom he im-
parted his opinion.

“Throw out the rest of the play and
that second act would make a great
short subject.” 4pined the picture
man. “This fellow Shaw could make
a fortune writing talking shorts.”

“Really”, was the sum of the Guild
person’s avallable vocabulary at that
moment. Water, long draughts of it.
followed. The funny part of this

item is that it actually happened.

Second Road Company
For Pemberton’s Comedy-

NEW YORK. March 1.—Brock Pember-
ton will' send another compaeny of
Strictly Dishonorable out this spring.
Margaret Perry, dolng the lead in the
Chicago company now, will play the role
in this company, which will be sent to
London. It may not consist of the
troupe playing in Chicago. This com-~
pany reported to be a flop is untrue, ac-
cording to Pemberton’s office, Where 1t
is reported that the show is doing fairly
well, but nothing like it is going on
Broadway.

Pemberton’s future plans provide for
the production of High €, a play by
Gladys Unger. It will be his {irst effort
next vear.

“Frankenstein’®> Next Season

NEW YORK. March 1.—Horace Live-
right and Hamlilton Deane, London actor,
will be associated in the Brocadway pro-
duction of Frankenstein next season.
Frankenstein is a horror play currently
on view at the Little Theater in London.
The American adaptation will he made
by John Balderson, author of BYrkeley
Square. The original play is by Peggy
Webling and was based on the novel by
Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley.

More Revivals in Chicago

CHICAGO, March 1—A slight cl}ange
in the schedule of operettas at the
Majestic Theater has been announced.
Victor Herbert's Sweethearts has been

* dropped and the Herbert cyvcle will end

Apri} 5. It has been decided to revive
two more old favorites outside the sub=
scription season which had heen ar-
ranged. Franz Lehar’s Merry Widow will
open April 6 for two weeks, .and will be
foltowed by Oscar Strauss’ The Chocolate
Soldier. The remainder of the Herbert
cvcle stands as originally set. Ilse
Marvenga Is how appesring tn Naughty
Marietta. Eleanor Painter will open in
The Fortune Teller, March 9, and Babes
in Toyland opens March 16. Herbert's
The Serenade was not included because
of the fact that the plece, long.con-
trolled by the Bostonians Opera Com-
pany, has been taken over by the Shu-
berts and Miiton Aborn and will be re-
vived In New York this spring.

Etting Gets Long Contract

NEW YORK, March 1.—Ruth Etting,
who began her career as a cabaret enter.
talner in Clhicago, has been signed to
a long-term contract to appcar exclusive-
ly in Florenz Zlegfeld attractions. Miss
Etting won fame as a phonograph artist.
She appeared in Zlegfeld's Whoopee and
wag featured in Ruth Selwyn's ill-fated
8:15 Revue. Her singing is now a part
of the entertainment tn Ziegfeld's Simi-
ple Sfmon,

Hodge Will Do Own Play
NEW YORK. March 1.—Willlam Hodge
has rewritten and partially recast The
Old Rascal, a play of his own writing,
which was recently tried out at New
Haven and Hartford. Rehearsals were
started again during this last week. The
actors let out after the tryout have been
peaid a week’s sgalary in lleu of notlce.
‘The play Is scheduled for an out-of-town
opentng during the week of March.10.

Phone Order

Plans Revived

NEW YORK, March 1.—A further ef-
fort on the part of legitimate managers
to turn the tide of audiences drifting
toward the talking pictures was seen to-
day in an announcement by L. Lawrence
Weber that tickets for his.current attrac~
tion, Rifzy, could be reserved by tele-
phone and held. unfil more than one
hour before curtain time.

This custom of courtesy-convenience
to the ticket-buying public has long been
In abandonment and it has remained for
a dwindling theater public to bring
legitimate managers to the point of ac-
commodating thelr customers,

Weber, who has made the Tove to re-
Introduce the telephone reservation cus-
tom, states that it 1s an effort to render
theatergoing less difficult and in the same
spirit as the current move to eradicate
high prices engendered by ticket specula-
tion.

This system was pushed into the dis-
card for & number of years because of
the large number of people who made
reservations by telephone and then
falled to call for the tickets, This caused
much financial loss to the managers, who
in self-protection abandoned the custom.
Under the present plan Weber will hold
reservations until 7 o‘clock only, which
if not called for may then be .disposec
of at the box-office.

Max Figman Il

BOSTON. March 1.—Jose Ruben has
tiken the place of Max Figman, who Is
{13, in the cast of The New Moon, playing
at the Shubert Theater, Boston.

LEGIT. NOTES

JEAN FERGUSON BLACK is dramatize
ing Francois Mauriac’s novel Therese. It
is sald that her dramatization of Chris-
topher Morley's Thunder on the Left is
8till. being considered for production by
the ‘Theater Guild.

PLANS ARE under way for the es-
tablishing of & branch of the Friars'
Club in Hollywood, Calif.

LESTER ALLEN, comedian in the mu-
slcal show Top Speed, has signed to
perform for Warner Bros. In a series of
short subjects.

THE CHINESE THEATER s being rep-
resented by an exhiblt at the Metro-
politan Museum of Art. The majority
of ' objects are from the collection of
Professor C'hi Ju:shan of Peking.

HERBERT FIELDS has departed for
Hollywood to begin work for Warner
Bros. under the terms of his $150,000
contract, which calls for four plays.

SAM SPEWACK, author of The War
Song, Poppa and other Broadway pro-
ductions, is now wunder contract to
Paramount Plctures {n Hollywood.

CRANE WILBUR and H. H. Van Loan’s
play., Romance, Inc., which was tried
out on the Coast, is scheduled for pro-
duction by George Doyle, former gen-
eral manager for Boothe,
Truex.

COURTESAN, a one-character play by
Irving Kaye Davis, who authored the i1I-
fated Diagna, 1s agaln In rehearsal with
Elsa Shelly doing the one part, which
constitutes the entire cast. The mono-
log play is scheduled for Broadway late
this month.

TRENE FRANKLIN is at present cn-
Joying a sea voyage aboard the S, S,
Carmania.

Olivette to RKO

NEW YORK. March 3.—Nina Ollvette,
formerly of Hold Everything, has gone
vaude. at the head of a 12-people act,
titled Al Right. Went RKO the last
half of last week at the 86th Street
Included in the cast are Benny and
Western, and Charles Strong.

NEW YORK, March 3. — The Three
Berkoffs, who recently returned here
from Europe after a nine-month engage-
ment with Wake Up and Dream, in Lone-
don, opened for RKO the last half of last
week at the 8lst Street. They are agent-
cd by M. 8. Bentham.

Gleason & |

-
Equity Gives Honor Cards
To Chinese Acting Troupe

NEW YORK, March 1.—Every mem-
ber, 18 in. all, of Mel Lang-Fang's
froupe of Chinese performers now
playing at the 49th Street Theater
here have been made honorary mem-
bers of Actors' Equity Assoclation by
action of the counctl. Paul Dullzeli,
executive secretary, has mailed Equity
cards to the members of Mel's troupe.
They will be accorded Equity privi-
leges during their stay in New York
and during thelr tour of the road.

Harris Rushing Satire
For Early Production

NEW YORK, March 1.—There 15 a
great chance-of Sam H. Harris producing
Once in a Lifetime, a satire on talking
pictures, this spring, The play, the first
from the pen of Moss Hart, has been re
written to the satisfaction of Harris,
and Max Spelgel, the Harris general man-
ager, is seeing people for the cast. Har~
ris turned the play over to George S.
Ksufman, the arch-collaborator who,
made several suggestions which were
acted upon by the youthful playwright,
Harrls may try the play out this spring
and bring it In next fall.

Another Harris, Jed to be exact, is
planning a June tryout of _the Frank
Elsner play, Mr. Gilhooley. He 1Is now
completing the cast. If found success-
ful he will store the play until Septem-
ber and then bring it into his recently
leased Morosco Theater.

Fritz Leiber for Boston
BOSTON, March 3.—Qovernor and
Mrs. Frank G. Allen head the sponsors
for the Boston engagement of Fritz
Leiber and the Chicago Civic .Shake-
speare Soclety Company, which will open
a repertoire of 10 plays, 16 perform-
ances, at the Wilbur Theater, March 10,
with King Lear. This drama hag not
been seen in the Hub for many years.

* Contidential Advice. Send Skeich
- POLACHEK gcx, fatant Actoruer I

1234 Breadway, NEW YORK

Dramatic Art

MERICAN ACADEMY
OF DRAMATIC ARTS

Founded 1884 by Franklin H, Sargent

The foremost institution for Dramatic and
Expressional Training."The instruction of the
cademy furnishes the essential preparation for
Directing and Teaching as well as for Acting.
The training is ed: ive an ical, de-
lopi 'oise, P lity and Expressional
Power, of value to those in professional life
and to the layman,
Spring Term Begins April 1st
Calalog describing all Courses from the Secrelarp
Room 143-0, , CARNEGIE HALL, New York

NEW YEAR - NEW IDEA
1PATENT YOUR IDEAS
FREE-Inventors Recording Blank

. THEODORA  ILVINE
STUDPIO ~THEATRE
A COUREE IN A G
Students have been placed
with Eva LeGallienne, the Thea-
tre Guild, the Coburns and oth-
ers. Catalog on request.
‘Teacher of Alice Brady.
Spring Session March 24
mmer Session fuly 7

310 W. 734 St., NEW YORK.

LUMINOUS

LIGHT EFFECTS
Luminous' Paints, U. V. Colors,
Blackface Changes, Invisible Light.

A. STROBL

58 Weat 50th Sireef, Dept. O, NEW YORK.
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THE NEW PLAYS ON BROADWAY I

MANSFIELD

Beginning Wednesday Evening. Feb. 26. 1930

THE GREEN PASTURES

A play by Marc Conneily. Directed by the
author. Settings by Robert Edmond
Jones.  Musice] director. Hall Johnson.

Lawrence Rivers,

Charles H. Moore

..Alicia Escamilla

Presented by

Howard Washington
Regma]d Blythwood

. Hnmer Tutt
Anna Mae Fritz
.Josephine Byrd
Edne Thrower

Custard Maker,
First Mammy A
A Stout Angel. .

Archangel .... ...J. A, Shipp
GAB A T R e A R R e o e e Wesley Hil
The Lord.. .Richard B. Harrison
Chair Leader ..McKinley Reeves
Adam ..... .Daniel L. Haynes
Eve . .inez Richardson Wilson
bl e R A e Lou Vernon
Cain's Girt Dol‘nthv Randolph
84

.Edna M. Harris
.James Fuller
......Louls Kelsey
Collmgton Hayes
Second Gambler. ... .......00ee.nn.
Voice in Shaunty
Noahr, 2. ... a0
Nozh's Wife

Shem ...
First Woman,
Second Woman,
Third Woman.
First Man
Fiatfoot

susxe Sutton
ton J. williains
...Dinks Thomas
Anna Mae Fritz
3eneva Blythwood
Emory Richardson
Freddie Archibald
.J. Homer Tutt
tanleigh Morrell
.Josephine Byrd
Torence Fields

Abraham . .J. A. Shipp
Isaac Charles H. Moore
JACORN L g b b s e R oW e e, o Tdgar Burks
Moses Alonzo Fenderson
leparnh .Mercedes Gilbert

Aar

A Gandidnte Maglician.
Pharaoh

The Goneral.
First Wizard- ...,
Head Maglcian.

..McKinley Reeves
Reginald Fenderson
...George Randol
... Walt McClane
.Emory Richardson

.Arthur Porter
‘Stanleigh Morrell
...Ivan Sharp
..Billy Cumby

Master of Ceremonies.
King of Babylon...

Prophet
Hig‘h Prlest
The King's Favorites—Leona Winkler, Flor-
Mary Ella

ence Lee. Constance Van Dyke,
Hart, Inez Persand.

..Emory Richardson
Hezdrel ...... ..Danlel L. Heaynes
Anether Officer. Btanlelgh Morrell

THE CHILDREN — Philistine Bumgardner,
Margery Bumgardner, Fredia Longshaw, Wil-
bur Cohen Jr., Verdon Perdu¢. Ruby Davis,
wmmny Dnvns. Margerette Thrower, Viols

ANGELS AND TOWNSPEOPLE—Amy Esca-
milla, Elsle Byrd, Benveneta Washington,
Thula Oritz. Ruth Carl. Geneva Blythwood.

ABYLONIAN BAND—Carl Shorter, Earl
Bowie. Thomas Russell and Richard Hen-

derson.
THE CHOIR
SOPRANOS — Bertha Wright. Qeraldine
Gooding, Marie Warren, Mattie Harris, Elsie
Thompson, Massle Patterson, Marguerite

Aver

%‘os—melyn Burwel]l, Ruthena Matson,
Lecma Avery, Mrs. Willle Mays. Viola Mickens,
Charlotte Junius.

TENOR&—John Warner. Joe Loomis, Walter
Hilllard. Harold Foster, Adolph Henderson,
\aninm McFarland, McKinley Reeves, Arthur
Po

BARITONES-—-Marc D’Albert, Gerume Addi-
son, Walter Wiitfield, D. K. William

BASSOS-—Lester Holland.  Cecil McNulr,
Tom Lee, Walter Meadows, Frank Horace.

PART I—Scene 1: The Sunday 8chool.
Scene 2: A Fish Pry. Scene 3: A Garden.

Scene 4: Outside the Garden. Scene 5: A
Roadside. Scene 8: A Private Office. Scene
7. Another Roadside. Scene 8: A House.

Scene 8: A Hlllside. Scene 10: A Mountaln
‘Top. PART IIL—Bcene 1; The Private Office.
Scenc 2: The Mouth of a Cave. Scene 3:

A Throne Room. 8Scene 4: The

Mountain., Scene 5: A" Cabaret.
The Private Office, Scenc T:
Temple. Scene 8: Another Fish Fry.

The cycle has completely revolved
again and Broadway. has another un-
usual entertainment. It 1s The Green
Pustures and like all other unusual! en-
tertainments it will prove exceptional
amusement. for some. a play in bad taste
to others, and offensive to still others.
To this reviewer it is one of thec finest
things that has come to the theater.
_Marc Connelly has actually dramatized
a religion, using the metaphor of the
Negro of the deep South. In his foot-
note the author credits the idea to
Roark Bradford, who did the sketches of
O Man Adam ond His Chillun. It 1s ex-
plajned that the Southern preacher.
hardly sble to rcad and write himself,
uses figures of speech a& well as ex-
fmples that are easily understood by his
congregation. Armed with this, it is easy
to plunge Into a play that presents the
Lord God Jehovah and have him come
out an unoffensive and a kindly old
colored man after the faoshion of the
colored preacher.

The production is done with taste. The

Foot of a.

colored actors to whom the more impor-
tant parts are entfusted are artists. The
choir chosen to accompany the action
with rare Negro spirituals is a finely
blended organization of voices that de-
mand and recelve minute attention.
Wholly, this show is one which is not
quickiy forgotten.

From a colored Sunday achool where
the teacher, Mr. Deshee, is attempting
to impart Bibical  knowledge to his
young charges we are thrown into a con-
fusion of tales that aepict the creation
of earth, creation of man. creation of
sin, the story of Caln and Abel, the de-
livery of the Jews from Egypt, the fall of
Babylon, and finally the decision of the
Lord to go once again to earth.

Set down on paper in cold type this
sort of thing looks as offensive as the
idea of dramatizing the Lord in terms of
his tribulations over the wanderings of
his children must seem. But in this
production there is little that is offen-
sive, much that is comical, much that
is deep and thrililng and a great deal
that {s exciting entertainment.

Wot the least is the work of Daniel L.
Haynes as both Adam and Hezdrel. Heré
ts an actor who Ilifts situations that
might have readily lent themselves to
comedy to thrilling dramatic heights.
Richard B. Harrlson as the Lord presents
the character in the terms it is described
to the Negro whose religion is here pre-
sented. His work' f& careful and grand
in a confusing role. Wesley Hill as the
archangel Gabriel, who spends good
part of his time shining his horn, gives
his role the comical touch Connelly
undouktedly designed for it.

The great cast wanders thru the 18
scenes so fast it is nearly impossible to
single out one performer ,above the
other. Suffice to say the thing is re-
plete with excellent acting.

Staging is still another matter. There
are scenes ‘that are sensational and
easlly singled out. The outstanding one
is the dellvery of the tribe of Israel to
the river Jordan by Moses. Alonzo Fen-
derson (Moses), here it might be sald.
contributes ably to the success of this
chapter. Lawrence Rivers has secured
a treadmlil that operates much atter
the tachion of the one Arthur Hammer-
stein used In his musical production,
Good Boy, last season. It may be the
same treadmill, but as employed here
it makes 1ts former wuse negligible.
Backed by imaginative Robert Edmond
Jones’ settings the illusions ‘created by
the use of this device are revealing and
entertaining.

Jones and Connelly have contrived
with its use and the careful staging of
the sequences to conjure rare thoughts
in the minds of the auditors. There
has never been an Instance In my
recollection when a mechanical device
has been better employed to the notice-
able advantage of the play. Little
imagination is required to comprehend
the action. In fact, the .only imagina-
tinn neceded to take this production out
of the realm of offensive dramatics into
the orbit of agreeable fantfaw is to
realize that the vernacular is real and
aimed to injure no one.

Broadway and the American Theater
in general is fortunate in getting an
occasional production llke this. More
Marc Connellys will certainly be a
genuine contribution to the theater if
they can bring such as this to our stage.
It is superb entertainment.

CHARLES MORAN.

GANSEVOORT

Beginning Wednesday Evening, Feb. 26.

THE ROUND TABLE

A play by Lennox Robinson. Directed by
Margaret Wycherly. Settings by Willlam
Bagnell, Presented by Randolph Somer-
ville. Starrtng Margaret W’ychr:rliYl

Mrs. Drennan.... ...Catherine Haydon

De Courcy Dren _.Richard Coolldge

Bee Drennan.. Euzabeth ‘Webster

Jonty Drennan......eccveescrennens John Koch

Daisy Drennan.. Margaret Wycherly

Christopher Pegum......oeseeress James Kelly

Miss Wllhams-WilllB.m Kathleen Freeland

....Ann Thweatt

..George Wells

-Franklin Merritt
-Parker Wilson

1930

A Woman <..Mary Grahn
Miss Pegum Viola Winkler
Mrs. Pegum Jean Young

‘ACT I—The Drennan 8itting Room. Octo-

ber. ACT II—The Same. Two Hours Later.
ACT m—wmmf Room of a Rural Rellwey
Station. Several Weeks Later.

There 18 something fine and intelli-
gent about Lennox Robinson's The

Round Table and the current production
of it directed by and starring Margaret
+Wycherly. A liberal portion of the cast
Is composed of amateurs. Somec of them
act very well and some not so well. The
stage area at the Gaunsevoort Theater is
limited, and the scenery appears to have
been gotten together out of anything:
but the play and its production manage
to rise above all that.

Doubtless that something fine and
intelligent about the play and the pro-
duction is courage. Courage Iinspired
Lennox Robinson to write about com-
monplace people involved in common-
place situations, and to show the in-
fluence of the subconsclous mind upon
every-day happenings. Furthermore, to
show the Influence of that intangible
something called soul, that something
which offtimes drives us into hidden
paths and foreign fields almost in spite
of ourselves. There Is also the courageée
of Miss Margaret Wycherly, who has
risen above the physical handicape here-
in mentioned, and has turned out a
remarkably effective production in which
she reveals herself as an intelligent di-
rector and a comprehensive actress.

One forgets the physical personality of
Miss Wycherly as Dalsy Drennan and be-
comes concerned only with the soul of
Dalsy Drennan. Dalsy, who heads the
family of commonplace Drennans. Dalsy,
who manages her widowed mother, and
her mother’s girlhood friend, Miss Wil
liams-Willlams, now dependent upon the
Drennans. It is Daisy who guides the
destinles of two brothers and a sister
and wiho dreams of far-off places as
she watches the dust drift thru her
window and onto the round table. Miss
Wycherly’'s portrayal of the Dalsy
Drennan who marries off two of the
Drennans and gets a third a place in
an office in order that she will be free
to marry the man of her choice, and who
finally abandons her own marriage plan
and goes forth in quest of her dreams, is
a performance that is splendid.

As Mrs. Drennan, who, llke some
mothers, talks far too much but with
considerable charm, Catherine Haydon is
most amusing. As Miss Willlams-Wil-
llams, who i1s but an orchid shadow of
Mrs. Drennan, Kathleen Freeland glves
a performance that is almost superb In
its shrewdness of characterization. Rich-
ard Coolidge and John Koch are scarcely
worth mention as the brothers Drennan.
James ' Kelly is mildly adequate as
Daisy’'s flance. Ann Thweatt and Eliza-
beth Webster enact small roles in rea-
sonably capable fashion. George Wells,
obviously an amateur, seems to have
some ability. Bit roles are performed
by Jean Young, Viola Winkler, Mary
Grahn, Parker Wilson, Franklin Merritt
and Harold Baedecker.

William Bagnell has contrived to pro-
vide settings which manage to be most
effective, despite an obvious lack of ma-
terials.

The Round Table is an interesting
play given an interesting production and
it 1s well worth while.

CHARLES CROUCH.

MORE NEW PLAYS ON PAGE 46

Dramatic Students Play
Tarkington Comedy

NEW YORK, March 1.—The Travelers,
a one-act comedy by Booth Tarkington,
and Autumn Fire, a drama in three acts,
were presented yesterday by the Ameri-
can Academy of Dramatic Arts and Em-
pire Dramatic Scool at a matinee at
the Belasco Theater.

With minor exceptions the production
of .the Tarkington comedy was -an able
one. The foibles of a group of American
travelers in a mountain village in Siclly
were portrayed by Lucy Tull, Frances
Shell, Robert Rider, Pam Sweeny and
Willlam Sutherland.. Miss Tull, who has
been seen to better advantage in other
Academy productions, can always be re-
lled upon to provide deft character
drawing. Herschel Cropper, Winston
Hibler, Fred Newton, Doris Andre, Pol-
hemus Cobb and Leighton MacGill were
seen In the lesser roles.

Autumn Fire 18 a drama of rural life
in Ireland by T. C. Murray. Fred Ander-
son essayed the central role, that of a
middle-aged widower whose son and
daughter highly ‘object to his marrying a
yvounger woman. Anderson is a capable
actor, always giving a smooth and well-
rounded performance. In this particular
role, however, he appeared to be rather
uninspired. A character role could
scarcely be used as a measure of his
ability. Renee Lorraine appeared as the
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London Cables

LONDON, March 1.—Qlive Blakeney is
leaving The Middle Watch to star op-
posite Ian Hunter in 4 Song of Sizpence,
which is due at Daly’s March 17.

‘The Two Wolthings, aerialists, fell 30
feet during their act at the Coliseum
yesterday. Both are in a hosplital, seri-
ously injured:

Joe Marks, supported by Mae Lennard
and George Brown, masle a solid success
at the Palladium Monday and they are
remaining another week previous to ssil-
ing for RKO bookings.

The Reno Brothers debutted at the
Coliseum Monday, scoring an instant hit.
Wiser and Ward also got a good recep-
tion.

Chic York, Rose King and Company
arrived Monday from South Africa. They

‘are opening their second English variety

season at the Palladium March 10.

Arrivals this week Include Dennis
King, to star in The Three Musksteers
at Drury Lane, with Ula Sharon as lead-
ing dancer.

Broadway Openings
WEEK OF MARCH 3

Flying High, a musical comedy by B.
G. De Sylva, Jack McGowan and Lew
Brown. Lyrics and music by Brown, De
Sylva & Henderson. Presented by George
White at the Apollo Theater.

Marco Millions, a return engagement
of the play by Eugene O’'Neill. Presented
b{ the Theater Guild at the Liberty The-
ater.

The Serenude, a revival of the operetta
by Victor Herbert. Presented by the
Shuberts at the Jolson Theater.

The Japanese Players, a company of
Japanese actors in three lyrical dramas.
Presented by the Japanese Theater Asa-
soclation at the Booth Theater.

A Glass of Water, a comedy from the
French of FEugene Scribe, featurlng
Marle Germanova. Presented by the
American Laboratory Theater at the
American Laboratory Theater.

Launcelot qnd Elaine, a dramatization
of Tennyson's poem by Edwin Milton
Royle. Presented by Round Table Pro-
ductions. Inc., at the President Theater.

According to Hoyle, a comedy by Test
Dalton. Presented by Paul Gilmore at
the Cherry Lane Theater.

CLOSINGS

The Criminal Code closed March 1
after 173 performances, Count of.Luzem-
bourg (16), R. U. R. (18), Waterloo
Rridge (64), It's a Grand Life (24).

daughter in effective fashion. Altho
Miss Lorraine seems to be a very capable
young actress, she has a tendency to
overplay, especlally in the more dramatio
scenes. Jerry Scott was pleasing as the
son.

Clotilde Lohr, Stanley Ruth, Polhemus
Cobb and Jessle Patton appeared to ad-
vantage In supporting roles. Alexandra
Aubrey, one of our most promising
younger actresses, portrayed a character
role very adroitly.

Nice People, a comedy by Rachef
Crothers, and Everennie, a one-act play
by Horace Annesley Vachell. 8re sched-
uled as the next program of the Amert-
can Academy of Dramatic Arts and Em-
pire Dramatic School.

A. H. Woods’ ‘Fatal Woman’

Keeps Audience Guessing

ATLANTIC CITY, March 1.—Audiences
at the Apollo Theater here were offered
a novel treat this week with the presen-
tation of The Fatal Woman, by A. H.
Woods, and for a time during the first act
were unable to understand whether they
were seeing a comedy, as advertised, or
a miniature performance of Dracula.

This play, starring Alice Brady, opens
and closes in a graveyard, with the
ghosts doing most of the action in fade-
outs featuring ‘their Ilives and the part
they have played in the life of the
“Fatal Woman”. It is distinctly novel
thruout and has a good deal of comedy
and not a little sophistication.

Wilton Lackaye, altho not given much
of a part, clearly was remembered by
hils many friends in the audience, and
was given a great round of applause upon
his appearance, which was more gt less
a short one. Others who do well i this
play are Robert Willlams, Mark Emith,
Clark Gabel, Glenda Farrell, Géorge
Brent and Paul Steinway, It is.an adop-
tion from the French by A. Antoime,
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Relieve Eastern Wing
Of Intact-Show Burden

Godfrey drops policy temporarily—move made to grab
good buys—in shifting market—Freeman keeps to in-
tacts but will have to start them in the East

NEW YORK, March 1 —Because George A. Godfrey, RKO's Eastern booking
chief, has found that the stralt-laced requirements of intact shows hinder his
wing from engaging in active competition for strong material in the unsteady
market, the weekly launching of these rotating four-act layouts 1s called off until

Vaude. Staging Comeback
In Philadelphia Houses

PHILADELPHIA, Pa., March 3.—The
vaudeville situetion in this city has
improved considerably In the last few
weeks. A slump in a number of houses
showing talking pictures has caused
them to pui in several acts of vaude-
ville and others are contemplating doing
the same. This s glving acts an op=
portunity they have been waiting for,

Fay’s Theater is presenting four acts
in addition to the wusual talkie and
business has picked up as a consequence.
The Keswick has also commenced book-
ing veudeville. The Frankford and
Forum theaters begin using veudeville
in conjunction with talkles next week.
The Girard is using six acts of vaude-
ville each week and business 18 en-

the situation clears itself up.
untll the beginning of next season.
Godfrey had been working under s seris
ous handicap in trying to accommodate
his Eastern houses to the intact-show
scheme the last several weeks, but the
declsion to curtail assembling of these
was not made until he conferred at
length on the proposition with President
Hiram S. Brown and Ben Plazza, busi-
ness head of the booking office.

Brown, who returned to his desk Mon-
day after ‘several weeks on the coast and
in varicus other sectors of the circult,
gave Godfrey his unqualified approval
to drop intact shows temporarily. It is
still agreed, however, that intact shows
are the eventual solution of the circult’s
alm of lifting vaudeville from tbe low
degree of patrohage to which it has
fellen in recent years. Since it seems
fairly well s~t that the circuit shall con-
tinue to function as two separate book-
ing dlvisions, thus making en unin-
terrupted tour of Intect shows impossi~
ble, Godfrey’s surrender to unavoidable
circumstances tn dropping intact shows
for the present does not Interfere with
Charlcs J. Freeman's scheme to eventu-
ally have his whole Western and South-
ern times linked up in & chain of
rotating units. The circult,—thru God-
frey’'s latest move, 13 back in booking or-
ganization to when it was when Godfrey
himself was booker of the Western siring
and Freeman was in his own corner of
the floor booking the Interstate houses.
Bath of these wings have been identified
with intact shows in the past, altho in
former years they used more acts in the
rotating layouts.

Godfrey’s renunciation of intact shows
as a weekly proposition does not mean,
even during their temporary cessation as
a regular feature, that the East will not
continue to be booked with this typs
show, altho irregulerly and for fewer
weeks than had been originally planned.
Where he sees & loophole for an intact
show, Godfrey will assemble one and
give it as much time possible in lts
original form. Besides, Brown is sald to
be dissatisfied with Freeman's insistence
up to now that his intact shows be as-
sembled in the West. If Brown cannot
at this time put thru his pet scheme of
intact shows all over the circuit, at least
he wants to be certain that the Western
shows are up to standard in every re-
spect.

The circult’s production department,
headed by Harry 8lnger, and now lead-
ing an uncertain life because of God-
frey’'s move, must get an opportunlty
to do fixing and embellishing of intaot
shows, Brown is reported to have opined.
This applles as well to the music, pub-
licity and exploitation departments. In
view of the apparent insistence of Brown
that the Eastern execs. get an ogle of
Freeman's shows, it is practically set
that within the next scveral weeks all of
Freempn’'s assembled material will be
given several prellminary weeks in God-
frey's local houses. This will give God-
frey's wing a talr share of well-organized

(See EASTERN WING on page 85)

This meay be in & month, two months or not

couraging.

- Vauditorials

By ELIAS E. SUGARMAN

NOTE—The opinfons stated in this columm are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which, are ezpressed
on the editorial page—ED.

HE partition of the RKO booking department into two divisions

that are almost entirely independent of one another is a stumbling

block that the circuit will have to remove before it will be in a
position to make appreciable progress in vaudeville Slicing the book-
ing map in half was, an emergency measure, put thru in order to
satisfy the whims of an element still active in the office which is more
concerned with personal aggrandizement than the organization with
which it is affiliated. The proponents of the East-West scheme have
had their several months of play; jt’s about time they were forced to
buckle down to work and deliver the goods.

The sizth floor needs a ¢good business manager, and it has one in
Ben Piazza. As had been pointed out frequently by George A. Godfrey, the
details of rumning the office should not be heaped on those who are
acknowledged as booking experts and so assigned. But no logical reason
has yet been presented to us why the circuil that is trying veliantly tfo
get on its feet again should be handicapped in this effort by the setting
up of an artificial barrier against booking efficiency between the Fast and
West. In the sufficient time already allowed the arrangement to prove
its merits, nothing of sufficient importance has been accomplished to
warrant its continuance. From the other side, however, there stares us
in the face certain drawbacks created by. the system which will surely
make it the more difficult for RKO to carry out the constructive schemes
for the resuscitation of vaudeville that have arisen despite the illogical
partition.

Vaudeville's new hope—speedy, well-balanced intact sHows—1is being
squelched and stiflad by the illogical partition of RKO's booking admin~
istration. Good Iintact shows, lald out by experts who recognize that a
good show can play anywhers, are impossible under the present system,
which does not insure—in fact, dissipates the possibility of these shows
getting more than 15 weeks or thereabouts. With each booking division
setting up its own salary;standards RKO cannot get the attractions it
might easily obtain unde‘ a unifled booking administration. RKO will
meke no progress unti! something is done toward putting its booking ad«
ministration on & business-like basls. Personal considerations must pe
wiped away with the same thoroness that a marine engineer removes dust
and dirt from a turbine engine. The RKO house divided against itself
mugt fall, but there is still time to save it. It's up to Hiram S. Brown and
his assoclates.

In one of Loew's theater divisions close to the main stem 13 a terri-
torial boss who is as unpopular among his subordinates as a prosperous
bartender at a WCTU convention. The house managers who are forced
to bear up under his unreasonable officiousness have not yet protested
to the main office because they like their jobs, and outside of the constant
annoyance given them by the undiplomatio execulive they are getling
a pretty square deal from the circuit. We write this with the sole aim of
stirring them up to the point where they will speak up and thercdby re=
move the cause of their harassment. We have investigated the situation
with a certain degree of thoroness, and we agree with them that the eircuil
will be far better off with the unpopuler individual relieved of duties that
force him to give men orders that are rarely obeyed.

Ted Healy was o rlot at the Palace, New York, last week with his
risque gags and horseplay. Healy, who doesn't need indigo to be funny
put on his show as 1f he had used a script made up of the cuts ordered
by RKO during the last season. ¥Yet it's difficult to think of an attrac-
tion that got more laughs at the ace house than Healy—with the possible
exception of Ken Murray. It might be reasonsble, afier ell, to Instituta
a double standard, one for the Palace and the other for the rest of the
circuit. Better to do that than create a disrepect for circult rules that
are always broken at the ace house.

LOeLwTough
On Flashes

Generosity does not spread
to ‘nameless’ revues—dous
bling helps artistes

NEW YORK, March 3.—The Loew
office is digging energetically~ for
“names” with one hand while using the
other to hold off on flash producers
with get-rich-quick ambitlons. Loew
bilis are backed up by larger budget
expenditures than at any period since
the “name” fever of three sfeasons ago
subsided, but so-so flashes are not in-
cluded in the revival of buying. Excep}
in the case of flashes carrylng estab-
lshed deance teams, Loew is rarely ex-
ceeding the $700 mark, according to
report, in its bid for this type of act.
The circult is getttng what it seeks In
this line, too.

Producers stuck with flashes that they
must keep working or lose their jnvest
ment altogether are doing business with
Loew, it is stated, on the basis of $700
or thereabouts for flash pleces carrying
28 many as eight people. The bargain
acts are taking the usual cuts besides.
Most of the artistes working in these
acts are in & position to work for the
puny dough because of doubling tleups
in clubs and on the radto.

Brice’s Seven Weeks

NEW YOREK, March 3.—Fannie Brice's
tour of the Eastern RKO houses has
been extended seven weeks at a salary
guerantee plus a percentage. Her pey-
centage booking is sald to be the fourth
made by RKO with acts on that basis in
recent seasons. . She will recelve a
straight $6,000 at the Albee, Brooklyn.
this week.

Her solid route of the locals follows
next week with the Madison, Brooklyn,
and Keith's, Flushing. She will spljt
March 15 between the Riverside and
Proctor's 86th Street, and the week fol-
lowing between the Coliseum and Proce
tor's 58th Street. Then she goes in turn
to the Kenmore, Brooklyn; Fordham,
Bronx; - Regent, Paterson, and Chester,
Bronx. £he will wind up at Progtor's
Newark, the week of April 19,

Mitchell Back on Pins

NEW YORK, March 1.—Connie Mitchs
ell was discharged this week from th:
NVA ward of the French Hospltal aiter
being confined there 14 weeks. The
mimic fractured his hip and sustained
serlous internal injuries jn the automo-
bile collislon, which took the life of
Harry Kranz when, a troupe of actors
were on thelr way to play a Jack Linder
date. Mitchell is not entirely himself
yet and it will be a long time, doctors
have told him, before he will be able
to discard walking alds altogether. In
several weeks, however, he may be able
to do his act by the use of 4 cane,

Burns-Mack Agency

NEW YORK, March 3. — Francls
Burns and Frank Mack, formerly known
in vaudeville as the Two Macks, have
opened & theatrical office In Worcester,
Mass., to represent talent for clubs, the-
aters and private entertainments. They
are quartered at 29 Pearl street, going
under the name of the Broadway
Amusement Agency.
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Majors Battling It Out on Vaudeville Front

Morris & Feil
Part Company

Morris in sole charge of
office—Feil made Coast
representative for Morris

NEW YORK, March 8. —/ Hugo Morris
and Murray Feil, one of the oldest and at
one time one of the most successful RKO
agency partnerships, have parted busi-
ness company. Morris remains here in
sole charge of their office and Feil is set
with the Willlam Morrls office as the
new Coast representatlve of the organ-
ization headed by Hugo’s hrother. Fell
was to have left for Los Angeles on
Saturday, He replaces Walter Meyers,
who served Willlam Morris there several
seasons and returned here two months
ago, handing In his resignation shortly
later,

Morrls & Fetl, as with a large number
of other agencies franchised by REKO,
have felt keenly the drop in available
playing time controlled by the sixth
floor. Their act lists have dwindled
greatly since three scasons ago, when
tbey had under their banner some of the
most valuable attractions In the busi-
ness, They have been together since
1911, Fell is recognized as one of the
ablest agents In the vaudeville business.
When Willlam Morris operated his cireult
Fell was his representative in the Middle
West,

Abe Feingold remains with Hugo
Morris as assoclate. He hag an impres-
sive number of acts under "his personal
directlon, these being shared in interest
by he and the Morris & Feil office.

Morris & Feil actually split last week,
but the news of the rupture was held in
utmost, secrecy for undetermined reasons.
The office 18 among those let out In last
week’s shakeup.

Palace Wired
Within a Week

NEW YORK, March 3—Contrary to
long-peddled rumors, RKO's Palace here
will not drop out of the straight vaude-
ville category by the end of the month,

Rumors were started rolling when the
news came out that the ace house is
being wired for sound. Joe Plunkett,
REKO's operator, explaing the wiring job
23 an insuranee for the retention of
newsreels at the time when silent edi-
tlons will be scarce and generally un-
desirable. The installation will be com-
Pleted by the middle of the week. At
that time the house will be in a posi-
tlon to make dally changes in sound
newsreels, thus offering opposition of a
sort to the adjacent Newsreel Theater,
RKO's new sound reels for use in ad.
vance of acts will also be available for
the 47th street houss at that time.

As for the Palace dropping lts big-
time rating, this is regarded as improb-
able so Jong as the circuit holds on to
the present combination of a theater
and office bullding, Even {f operating at
a comparative loss, which has not yet
been threateneq this season, the Palace
will remain identical !n policy because
of the prestige its unique position in
the East glves the far-flung circuit,

Profusion of Acts

From Yates Office

NEW YORK, March 3.—Bert Lawrence
and Ted Wing, assoclated with the Yates
office, are producing two flash acts, as
yet unnamed.

Charles & Irving Yates have put out
two new acts within the last three
weeks, Eddle Cooper and Company and
Ralph Olsen and Gamby Girls, and have
two others in rehearsal, The Cooper and
Olsen acts are playing for Loew,

Jung and Elroy Booked

NEW YORK, March 3, — Jung and
Elroy are scheduled to open for Warner
this last half in Hoboken, They are
agented by Al Grosasman.

ETHEL PASTOR,
cently booked direct by Loew for a

who was re-

tour in her warbling single. She is
playing this first half at the Lincoln
Square, New York.

Yaude. Comeback
Seen in Options

CHICAGO, March 3.-An Iindication
that vaudeville is due for a comeback
and that the vaudeville chiefs know It
1s sensed In the activities of a man now
at work In Chicago and elsewhere in
the interest, evidently, of Eastern vaude-
ville interests,

This party has been extremely active
here during the last two months and is
sald to have obtained optjons upon the
services of & number of high-class acts.
Those directly concerned are nof spilling
any information, nor is the agent hims
self, probably fearing premature pub-
leity might queer the plans, It 1s said
that & few acts have been definitely
placed under coniract, but most of them
have merely been offered propositions
contingent upon the plans going thru.
Acts have been assured that in the event
the proposed scheme is successful they
will be given a substantial route nexu
fall.

There appears to be a growing helief
in all branches that in spite of the
talkies vaudeville 18 due to come back.
Not “little” vaudeviile, but the better
grade. This seems to be horne out: by 2
substantial increase In bookings. The
medlocre acts haven’'t a chance, however,
and are just wasting time chasing a
will-o'-the-wisp.

Paddy Schwartz

Bentham Associate

NEW YORK, March 3, Paddy
Bchwartz has surrendered his RKO fran-
chise after operating on his own for six
months and jolns M, S. Bentham today
as an associate. Together with Charles
Allen, he will represent the Bentham
outfit on the sixth floor, consolidating
his own attractlons with those assigned
to him by his, new amliratlon. Herman
Citron shoved out of the'Bentham outfit
two weeka ago to join Jerry Cargill, indie
representative, With Schwartz sliding in
to fill his associnte's niche Bentham re-
tains the same number of men on the
floor.

Bentham will leave for the Coast this
week and will be gone more than &
month. He will close contracts with
film and stage “names” with whom he
has been In negotiation for some timq
Among these are Florence Reed an
Ethelind Terry, who may be seen shortly
on the RKO Time.

Miller and Velie Aet

NEW YORK, March 3.—Harry Miller
and Jay Velie are heading a new four-
people skit, Waiting at the Church, by
Harry C. Greene, which recently showed
for RKO at one of the locals. The ve-
hicle has been booked for a tour of the
Eastern houses on the major circutt thru
Lee P. Stewart. Others in the cast in-
clude Claire Nolte and Audrey Berry.

IMPORTANCE OF
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s FULLY COGNIZANT OF GROWING

VAUDEVILLE

Loew boasts of “name” lineup and big-time roting while
KO launches Community Month, boosting acts above
films—first national vaudeville plug of Radio outfit

NEW YORK, March 3.—An iInteresting battle for public recognition looms
this month between RKO and Loew. And the warfare will be carried on all along
the vaudeville front. Issuing their announcements thru the mouths of acereditad
officials, and also thru the medium of their publicity departments, both eircuits
have put themselves on record as fully gognizant of the growing lmportance of

Fox Denies Plan
To Enlarge Books

NEW YORK, March 3.—The Fox office
denies that vaudeville will be booked
into a large number of straight picture
houses In the Fox Metropolitan Play-
houses wing. There had been a report
around that these houses, most of them
small-capaclty hideaways in local terri-
tory, were to be switched to vaudefilms
in an effort to strengthen Jack Allen's
book and give him greater buying power,

A Fox ofiiclal explained in denying the
report that most of the straight plcture
houses have no stages, and In some cases
the layout of the cramped theater plot
prohibits improvements along that line.

Berkoffs With RKO

NEW YORK, March 3—The Three
Berkoffs (Lojis, ¥reda and Gertrude)
brought their dancing act to RKO the
first half of last week at the 8lst Street.
M. S. Bentham did the agenting. They
were recently In the Publix unit, River,
Memaries.

vaudeville, After a period of inter-
mittent disregard of the scrambling for
“names” in the now restricted field,
Loew has awakened rather suddenly and
is now mobilizing its forces to bia
against RKO for evailable four-figure
attractions RKO, on vhe other hand,
has not permitted 1itself to slumber
while Loew has been gatting its coffers
ready for handouts to '"names" that were
chronically spurned by J. H. Lubin and
Mayvin Schenck.

In order to hold itself in readiness to
compete against the rencwed act-buying
activity of Loew, RKO has rid itself of
what is considered as the encumbering
influence of Eastern intact shows. .This
phase of the sudden thirst for strong
vaudeville attracticns is handled in an-
other story in this department.

-Carrying out the plan exclusively dise
cussed herg some weeks ago, RKO s
devoting itself this month to the ob-
gervance of Community Month, Accords
ing to Joseph Plunkett, RKO's theater
operator, this is strictly a vaudeville
promotion scheme, and is the first one
attempted along national lnes since
Hiram S. Brown took over the reins of
the cirenit more than a year ago.

Community Month is actually the re-
(See MAJORS BATTLING on page 85)

IF YOUR PUBLIC RUMORS
THAT YOU MUMBLE YOUR LINES
+++ LOOK AROUND FOR THAT
ONE GREAT CIGARETTE ¢ » « WHICH
KEEPS YOU TONGUE-NIMBLE AND
MOUTH-HAPPY...AND ALSO
GIVES YOU REAL, OLD-FASH-
IONED TOBACCO ENJOYMENT.,
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SPU D CIGARETTES - 20 FOR 20¢

TBE AXTON.FISHER TOBACCO C€O., INC, LOUISVILIE, KY.
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Vigorous RKO Drive To
Win Back Indie Houses

Good start made in launching Utica opening—operators
will be given better co-operation than ever before—
Pollock may be appointed good-will ambassador

NEW YORK, March 3.—Before warm weather sets in and further delays the
attempt to re-establish RKO 'as & major source of stage material for independents,
Ben Plazze. business manager of the sixth flocr, will make an attempt to win back

the good will of operators.

He expects to accomplish this by agencies controlied

by the circuit, but never before used as ammunition in sales campaigns among

the indies. Piazza s starting on his
self-appointed task with the advantage
of wide experience in this part of the
major circuit's business, and he expects
to profit considerably from the mistakes
of this and previous administrations in
dealing with indie operators and chains.

The opening on a vaudefilm policy
last week of the Colonial, Utica, a Nathan
Robbins house, witnessed the first ap-
plication of new methods to the inde-
pendent, theater department. John Pol-
lock, an authority on vaudeviile, an able
press agent and & polished speaker, was
sent to Utica to supervise the event. He
got big spreads In the local press and
promoted & kindly feeling toward the
venture among the various civic or-
ganizations. President Hiram S. Brown,
Plazza and other officials sent Rob-
bins congratuiatory wires, and Mark
Luescher's publicity department. supplied
Robbins with attractive material for sell-
ing the inaugural show.

Plazza plans to give other indies won
over to using RKO vaudeville even bet-
ter service. Jack Hodgdon wiil be in &
position to give Incoming indies better
acts fhan had heretofore been booked
into houses In his columns. In the past
indile operators buying acts thru the
RKO exchange complained frequently
that shows were booked lute and that
acts were pulled out the last minute to
sub for flops in the circuit’s own houses,

« All this will be remedied under the new
conditions, according to Piazza. Inde-
pendents will get their shows far in ad-
vance, and their welfare will be looked
after in the same light as if they were
part of the Plunkett operating chain,

Because of Pollock's diversified back-
ground and native abllity as an am-
bassador of good will in behalf of vaude-
ville he will be drafted often to speak
to community organjzations on sub-
Jects related to his mission. In order
to make the indies feel that they are an
integral part of the organization, the
publicity department will send out reg-
ularly news dispatches of progress be-
ing made by the circuit and booking
department. Several times thruout the
year indle managers will be invited to
New York and will hear instructive talks
by REO officials and will be invited to
discuss their show problems with the
circuit’s experts.

Plazza's fiteld men have not yet
brought in & sufficlent number of houses
to write home about, but the situation
looks very encouraging; one thing is cer-
tain, Indile operators are.looking for
some form of rellef from a straight
sound diet and 1if vaudeville can be
made to look attractive enough to them
there will be a big revival of this form of
entertainment in their sector before the
season is over. All told, there are now
only about five weeks of indle time on
the RKO books. most of these houses be-
ing handled by Jack Hodgdon under
Piagza's supervision.

Swor and Goode Team

NEW YORK. March 3.—John Swor and
Rags Goode, black-face minstrels, are
doing & new comedy and dancing two-
act subblilled Two Black Aces, and they
opened for Loew this first half at the
National, Bronx. Swor is not to be con-
fused with Bert Swor, recent partner of
the Moran and Mack combo, tho it 18 a
coincidence that their names, and sub-
billing are similar. Lyons & Lyons are
agenting.

EDDIE HARRIS, the one whose last
known connection with vaudeville waa as
tenoer in an act with Strut and Bessle
Pain, is being sought by his sick mother.
Those in possession of information as to
his whereabouts will do & humanitarian
service by communicating with the
vaudeville editor of The Billboard.

Hoboken Panacea

For Layoff Ills

NEW YORK, March 3.—They haven't
done it ‘officially (maybe they never
will), but wide-open Hoboken has
become known in veaude. circles as
the Layoffs’ Paradise. There isn't a
place within 50 miles of here that
gives a starving actor more of & play
for his meager dough.

With speaklows running full blast
and right out in the open, and with
accommodating cops pointing out the
way, many of the vaudeville actors
who haven’t played a split week since
Hector was & pup are trekking to the
place where the Hoboken Ferry gag
had its birth ever so long ago. All
one needs is 27 cents to get one or
two meals and & glass of pre-war
beer. That is, {f the food-seeking
actor decides to walk to the ferry.

You pay 12 cents for ferry fares
going and coming, and you dig down
for 15 cents for the tall ‘one with
the foam. The rest Is up to.you.
If you want to be a real sport you
order two glasses of beer, which rolls
up your bill to 42 cents,

In the beer joints brought into
being by the public’s wonderful re-
sponse to Chris Morley's Rialto Thea-
ter revivals you have lald out before
you in buffet style a gastronomic’
display fit for & king—in the days
before kings became bums. Here's a
sample menu, piled high on tables—
and nobody to stop you from taking
second, third and fourth helpings:

Clam broth, steamed clams, baked
ham, roast beef, boloney (not the
kind the bookers hand out), roast
pork, all kinds of cheese, several
varieties of crackers, ditto for bread,
pretzels of all designs.

Plenty of other tasteful edibles.
Most of the joints are open 24 hours
2 day and 7 days & week. No chance
of an actor bumping into a closed
door, They don't use locks In
Hoboken.
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ANGELINA, known thruout vaude-
ville as “The Little Indian Girl”,
who has been launched on 15 weeks

of RKO dates thiu the circuit's
Chicago office. She is a soprano
and does an act with Fred Clinton.

Bonomo Preparing
For Debut as Pug

NEW YORK, March 3. — A new con-
tender for heavywelght boxing fame
has been recruited from the vaudeville
and picture ranks. Namely, Joe Bonomo,
screen Sameon and son of a confection
king.

Bonomo, who still has three weeks to
play for RKO in Chicago, Akron and
Syracuse, weighs 211 pounds on the hoof
and was once chosen as Greater New
York's most perfect physical specimen.
He has already begun training as & mitt
wielder, with Jack Johnson, Philadelphia
Jack O'Brien and Tommy Burns as in-
structors. The strong man 1is using
O’Brien’s gym as his training quarters.

Fred Nevins, indie agent, who recently
announced his entrance into the fight
game as a manager, will handie Bonomo
for his ring engagements.

Tucker Cancels;
Lita Grey Subs

NEW YOREK, March 3.—Sophle Tuck-
er, who was to have opened for Loew
this week in Kansas City, was taken 11l
suddenly with a factal infection and had
to cancel. She will resume, however,
March 15 in Akron and play eastward.

Sne was replaced at the Midland, Kan-,

sag City, by Lita Grey Chaplin, who re-
cently played for RKO. No other Loew
dates have been set for Miss Chaplin,
but she mey fill in with severel during
March.

Lafayette Show Has Plenty
Laughs But Not All on Stage

NEW YOREK, March 3—1In sticking close
to the brightened alley of din and gin,
& lot of umpchays are missing some of
the bigger laugh spots in this town. Most
of the lads in the asphalt greenrooms
think any place above 59th street is the
North Pole and won't travel that far for
fear of getting lost. When they do hit
north, they visit the sucker parlors in-
stead of the spots where to laugh is to
Hve.

The Billboard’s hot-faced reporter
jerked himself away from the street of
lights long enough last week to take a
fiyer in & Harlem theater. He discovered
8 spot where most of the laughs do not
come from the stage, but from watching
and listening to the audience. He also
learned that while you may slip one
over on the smart Palace mob, you cer-
tainly cannot fake a routine in Harlem,

ITt’'s tough enough to work before an
audience that knows little, if not noth-
ing, about the technicalities of your
performance—but your education Is
hardly complete until you've hoofed be-
fore & house that knows everything. The
colored lads and lasses who frequent the
theaters up here know more at times
ebout butterflies, hocks, nerve taps,
eplits, off-beat taps and wings than do
the performers.

Dash up some Friday and catch the

midnight show at the Lafayette, in the
heart of Black Paradise, and see for
yourself. There you see a picture and
about three and a half hours of unit
vaudeville that, for speed and hoofing,
was the best the roving reporter has
witnessed in a long time. Slip this show
into a house of white patronage and
you can even cut the picture without
fear of & drop In receipts.

The laughs are there, which is enough
to compensate for the $1 top. Reserve
your seats in advance. or you will be
met by a horde of speculators at the
door that would make a Broadway
scalper turn green with envy. Everyone
is a ticket chiseler, from the ushers up
to the gent who runs the next-door cigar
emporium. They nick 25 per cent over
the regular price, which is not such a
bad cut considering they buy half the
house and seil it a half hour before
show time.

The squawking flicker is on first and
is cut almost in haif. As & matter of
fact, the cnly scenes left intact are the
dramatic bits, which, surprisingly, draw
laughs fromr the colored crowd instead
of gasps. The sound equipment is plenty
bad, but they don't mind.

You can smoke anywhere in the house,
and the lasses, & good part of them,

‘(See LAFAYETTE SHOW on page 85)

NVA Is Set
WithDough

Brown confabs with Casey
—details in latter’s hands
—big circuits pledged

NEW YORK, March 1.—Shortly after
his return from the Coast this week
President Hiram 8. Brown, of REO, re-
vealed that Pat Casey had consulted
with him en route and that a definite
plan had been formulated for the
financing of the. NVA, & subject which
has caused considerable discussion in
certain branches of the trade the last
several months.

While Brown made this statement in-
voluntarily, he added quite forcibly that
REKO, thru the personal infiuence of its
officials, will do all in its power to lend
the resources of the circuit for the cor-
ralling of funds necessary to carry on
the NVA activities., He also made known
that Casey has recelved similar pledges
Irom other ecircuits. The full detalls of
the plan are in Casey’s possession and
thus far the VMA boss and overseer of
the NVA treasury has not shown him-
self to be overanxious to reveal these.
Casey is still absent from his office here,
but his aids no longer Imsist that his
trip has nothing whatever to do with
NVA or VMA buslness.

While the basket-collection scheme
may be dropped altogether, it 18 believed
that the financial promoters of the NVA
will continue to resort to benefits for
securing funds.

NEW YORK, March 3.—Altho word
was sent out unofficially that the NVA
Sanatorium at Saranac Lake wag due to
be opened to patients the latter part of
last month the institution is still unoc-
cupled. Henry Chesterfield, secretary
of the NVA, was unable to say definitely
when the retreat for tubercular artistes
under the care of the organization will
be opened.

From sanother source, however, hope
was expressed that the much-delayed
project will finally open its doors the
end of this month. The postponements
are belleved to have been caused by the
inability of Pat Casey ahd his finaneing
group for NVA activities to insure a
steady source of income for the huge
undertaking.

Marks Opens at Palladium

NEW YORK, March 3.—Joe Marks,
comedian, opened & two-week engages
ment at the Palladium, London, iast week,
after an extensive tour of Australia and
South Africa. Following London, Marks
will complete bookings in Paris and
Berlin before sailing for this country,
He has a contract with RKC calling for
35 weeks.

While in South Africa, Marks was
made an honorary chief of & native war
tribe. He never exercised his privileges,
however.

Geo. Shelton Resumes

NEW YORK, March 3.—George Shelton,
who ts heading his familiar four-people
comedy and singing skit, XKeep Moving,
resumed for Loew this week on a
split between the National, Bronx, and
the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn. Others in the
cast include Addie Clitford, John McCar-
ron and Frank Flynn. Meyer North is
the agent.

Turner’s Long-Short Act

NEW YORK, March 3.—Major Mite, 26-
inch midget, has returned to the RKO
fold in & new act. He has teamed up
with Capt. JIm Tarver, who Is elght feet,
stx Inches tall. Reld Taylor, in Major
Mite's other act, Is with this one. too.
The "long-and-short” combo played last
week in New Rochelle. Terry Turner i8
sponsoring them.

Trio Routed Solid

NEW YORK, March 3.—Lane, Oshorne
and Chico, mixed hoofing combo, have
been given a route on the Orpheum
Time by RKO that will carry them well
into September. They recently showed
for the circuit, 3




Keating Makes
Sporting Offer

NEW YORK. March 3.—Fred Keating
was the sender of one of the most un-
usual letters ever recelved by the RKO
booking floor The magleian, realizing
that 2 mistake had been made in hooking
him into the Palace last week. requested
that he not be paid for the date. :

Politely worded thruout. Keating's
letter was addressed to George Godfrev
and explained that he did not think he
had glven sufficlent entertainment to
warrant his salary. He did not have an
act prepered and was hooked to work as
m. ¢., which was later switched to bits
between acts as a result of Ted Healy's
appearance during practically the entire
show.

A verbal agreement that Keating was
to remain two weeks at the Palace was
not lived up to as a result of Healy's
repeat this week.

Godfrey, in answering Keating's letier.
stated that Keating was to be pajd for
the date, as i1t was not the magiclan’s
fault that he had been misfit in the
show. It is understood that Keating
will soon be starred in a Roxy presenta-
tion.

Thugs Get Small Haul
From Loew’s Orpheum

NEW YORK, March 1.—After slugging
the assistant manager and a porter with
the butt ends of their revolvers two
hold-up men fled yesterday afternoon
before they could open the safe of Loew's
Orpheum. vaudeflimer. Their entire net
for the thuggery was a few dollars of
“cup money’” lving on the office desk.
A half-filled house remained unaware of
the attempted robbery.

John Judge. the assistant manager,

was beaten about the head when he re- -

fused to open fhe safe for the thugs, who
got into the office hy pretending to be
expressmen. The porter. Albert Serran-
tlno. the more severely injured of the
two. was knocked unconscious when he
made a gesture of going to the ald of
Judge. The thieves were frightened
away by the ringing of a telephone.

Altho badly cut about their heads,
both men continued on the job after
being treated by a physician.

Coliseum Getting
Special Attention

NEW YORK. March 3.—The budget of
the Coliseum, RKO's opposish to Loew's
new 176th Street, will not be raised, but
George A. Godfrey will give special atten-
tion to the house which has to bear the
brunt of the draw created by Loew's
newest de luxer and the ace house of
the circujt. The Coliseum uses five acts
on a split and Its shows are costing
from $3,500 to $4.000 on the week.

Belle Baker‘Comi;l—g
East for Loew Dates

NEW YORK. March 3.—Belle Baker,
who opened out of town for Loew last
week, will arrive here March 29 for a
week at the State, Newark, with other
local dates to follow.

This will be the first time the singing
comedienne has ever played for Loew at
any of the local houses, and it is signifi-
cant that she recently played the opposi-
ilon house in Newark (Proctor’s).

Anita Stewart Due
East on Loew Time

NEW YORK, March 3.-—Anita Stewart.
flicker "name"”, who recently opened for
Loew in Kansas City, will play her first
loca] dates for -the circuit March 15.
splitting between Loew's, Yonkers, and
the Grand, Bronx. 8She is slated for
several weeks here.

Kelly-Jackson Split

NEW YORK. March 3.—Bllly Kelly and
Warren Jackson, who are playing for
Loew at the State this week, will shortly
break up thelr act which has served
them for over five seasons with a re-
vised supporting cast each year. They
are doing @& farce sketch, Ok, May, by
Charles Green, with speclal music by
Charles Maxwell Smith,
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Canned Comment

FRIEND

Just when | was getting in they threw my agent off the floor,
* . L]

The bookers say it’s a pick-up act.
- - -

He won’t be back till 5 o’clock.
* L

All | nced is new material and
.

They're playing a big picture
-

Nobody was up to see me.
¥

L d
a new partner and I'm set.
L] L]

so they’re only using two acts.
Ll *

* *

The woman in my act is too stout and too old. They want youth.
* * *

They told me to get a place to show it and it would positively be

covered,
*

* *

As soon as we get a spot for an act of your type we'll use it.
* » -

They are only playing “names".
* -

I stopped it cold, but nobody
*

caught me,
* *

He said he was in the booking office, but they were having a

meeting.
Ll

* *

We played on the bill together in Yokelville.

SHAKEUP

(Continued from page 3)

better opportunity to make a living.
Under this premise. it matters little who
is eliminated from the agent-producer
cdorps so long as the number is bdiled
down appreciakly. In caxrying out its
scheme of placing the RKO agency busi-
ness on a more equitable basis, and ptill
retaining 1ts conditions of prohibiting
agents from doing business on the out-
side. and limiting them to five per cent
commiaslon, the executive committee,
however. has also taken into considera-
tion other gualities of the producers and
act salesmen than their booking or pro-
ducing rvecords. Several of the offices
ordered to quit their status as RKO ad-
juncts have been known a8 consistent
handlers of good material over a long
period. It was not for this reason, of
course, that they have been ordered to
join the letouts.

The following is a summary of the
shake-up situation as it stands today,
when the doomed offices are getting their
first inkling officially of their fate:

OUSTED OFFICES—Henry Bellit, Max
E. Hayes. Milt"Lewlis, E. K. Nadel, Alex
Gerber,  Morrle & Feil, Roger Murrel,
H. Bart McHugh, Harry Romm, Rose &
Manwaring and Paddy Schwartz. The
inclusion of Schwartz {s a necessary
formality. but he is not among the
ousted agen*s. Schwartz joined the M. 8.
Bentham office this week as an asso-
ciate, thersby relinquishing his own
franchise.

OUSTED OFFICES

HENRY BELLIT

MAX E. HAYES

MILT LEWIS

E. K. NADEL

ALEX GERBER
MORRIS & FEIL
ROGER MURREL

H. BART McHUGH
HARRY ROMM

ROSE & MANWARING

SURVIVING AGENTS—M. 8. Bentham,
Jack Curtis, Harry Fitzgerald, Marty
Forkins, Edwerd 8. Keller, James
Plunkett, Thomas Fitzpatrick, Nat Sobel,
Lee Stewart, Weber & Simon, Charles
Morrison, Charles A. Bierbauer and Billy
Jackson.

SURVIVING AGENTS

M. S. BENTBAM

JACK CURTIS

HARRY FITZGERALD
MARTY FORKINS
EDWARD 8. KELLER
JAMES PLUNKETT
THOMAS FITZFATRICK
NAT SOBEL

LEE STEWART

WEBER & SIMON
CHARLES MORRISON
CHARLES A. BIERBAUER
BILLY JACKSON

. WEEDON & SCHULTZ

S8URVIVING PRODUCERS — George
Choos, Max Gordon, Charles B. Maddock,
Phil Morris and Harry Rogers.

SURVIVING PRODUCERS

GEORGE CHOOS

MAX GORDON

CHARLES B. MADDOCK
PHIL MORRIS

HARRY ROGERS

There Is little hope of the executive
committee reconsidering the cases of any
of the agents and producers thrown out,
but a better fate awaits several of the
assoclates of these offices. ' The list of
associates will be culled carefully by the
trjumvirate, and before the end of the
month certaln of the subordinate act
calesmen, among whom are Included in-
dividuals that the office regards highly,
will be placed with surviving agencies.

The associates affected by the shake-
up are Phil Offin, Bill Cowan, Buzz
Eagle, Abe Feingold, Jack Hart. Tony
Ferry, Frank Donnelly, Wayne Christy,
Nick Agneta and Joe Rieder.

OUSTED ASSOCIATES

PHIL OFFIN

BILL COWAN
BUZZ EAGLE

ABE FEINGOLD
JACK HART
TONY FERRY
FRANK DONNELLY
WAYNE CHRISTY
NICK AGNETA
JOE RIEDER
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Plunkett Gets
-
Surprise Fete

NEW YORK, March 1.—What was in-
tended to be a Thank You Month dinner
for RKO house managers of the Greater
New York district on Thursday night
turned out instead as a surprise party for
Joseph Plunkett, general manager of the
circult. The affair was held at the
Prince George Hotel.

Plunkett was the reciplent of eulogies
from most all of the guests present for
bhis work in promoting the January Good
Times Jubilee and February Thank You
Month. Among those Invited were
Hiram Brown. Ben Plazza, B. B. Kahane,
Major Thompson, Mark Luescher and
E. M. Orowitz.

Sol Levoy was chalrman of the com-
mittee of arrangements and he was as-
sisted by Leon Kilmer. Christ Egan and
Duke Mills. Peter Higgins acted as m. c.
and the entertainment included bits by
Jimmy Savo, Barry Whitlege, Harry Car-
roll, Maxine Lewls and Van and Schenck.

Lloyd-Dolierty Flash

NEW YORK. March 3.—The Giit-Edge
Revue, a new five-people offering featur-
‘ing Oscar Lloyd and Grace , Doherty,
opened for RKO the last half of last
week at the Bushwick, Brooklyn, agented
bg'r one Rieder, of the Rose & Manwaring
office.

Return to Palladium

NEW YORK, March 3.—Yorke and
King are slated for a return date at the
Palladium, London, next week, and will
return here shortly thereafter. They are
expected to resume for RKO about the
middle of April on a string of Eastern
dates, booked thru Lee Stewsrt.

Robinsen for Coast

NEW YORK, March 3.—Bill Robinson,
who has been {11 for some time, is now
fully recovered and will resume for RKO
March 12 at the Golden Gate. San Fran-
clsco, for a tour of the Orplhieum Clrcuit,
He will play eastward, booked thru
Marty Forkins.

Cummings Set With Loew

NEW YORK, March 3.— Roy Cum-
mings, who. recently switched from RKO
to Fox and then to Loew, has been
booked so0lid until June 15 for Loew
thru Al Grossman. He 8 expected to
play the entire vaude. complement of
houses, and may also be included in
presentation bookings.

Johnny Burke Opening

NEW YORK. March 3.—Johnny Burke
wil] shove off for RKO shortly at one
of the local houses. He rccently played
for Loew and Fox in the East. He 18
agented by Harry Romm.

About half of the ousted agents were
ordered to double among themselves and
with the survivors at the time of the
first shakeup in November. It'is ex-
pected that the announcement of the
ousting of Morrls & Feil, Harry Romm
and Rose & Manwaring will cause much
surprise in the trade.. These offices have
been classed for years as among the
most active in the Keith organization.
Morris & Fell must have smelled the rat,
however, since they split last week, Feill
planning to leave for the Coast to repre-
sent the Willlam Morris organization.
Norman Manwaring is highly regarded
among the agents, and it is not unlikely
that he will rejoin the igents’ ranks as
an assoclate of one of the surviving of-
fices. He became tied up with Maurice
Rose after the latter split with Jack
Curtis two seasons ago.

About the same time that they de-
cided definitely on the personnel of the
“out' list, the executive committee, be-
ing in constant communication with
Freeman, the absent member, formulated
what they consicer a solution to the
producer problem. Stated in its briefest
form. the solution is that those classed
as producers will be permitted to do
business direct. At the time the RKO
office set up & barrier between agents
and producers. The Biliboard pointed out
frequently thereafter that this system
would redound to the disadvantage of
the organization because of the padded

salaries of acts that have to go thru an
entrepeneur to get booking. The office
hag at last awakened to the realization
that the old method of forcing producers
to work thru agents was destructive to
its best interests.

Max E. Hayes, Henry Bellit and E. K.
Nadel, included among the *“outs”, ex=-
perienced difficulty with the office at
one time or another concerning alleged
broken promises on the part of the office
to book their self-produced material,
Hayes and Nadel were among the pro-
ducers with whom the booking office
settled accounts on unit claims several
weeks ago.

With H. Bart McHugh Jjoining the
march of ousted offices, RKO rids itself
entirely of direct association with Phila-
delphia agents. The other Philly act=
seller with an REO franchise, Norman
Jeffries, was eliminated in the January
1 letout.

There are now 14 offices left, among
which are those who have been doing
the bulk of the bustness the past season.
Included among these is Billy Jacksomn,,
who drifted in from Chicago last season,
lined up with Marty Forkins in the be-
ginning, and has apparently made the
grade on his own since. Nat Sobel was
actlve as what was once classed as &
small-time agent. Until recently he was
teamed with Joe Sullivan, who skipped
on him, he claimed, leaving debts and
other headaches. ¥
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MAKING THEM LAUGH ON BROADWAY

HENRY

INFRED and

In Their Own Screamingly Funny

“SIGHTSEEING IN CHINA”

Playing

CAPITOL, N. ¥. C.g THIS WEEK

BILLY

ILLS

cardinal needs,

Make them brief.

Vaudeville Exploitation

This department is intended as an agency for the dissemination of
exploitation ideas as applied exclusively to vaudeville.
feels that energetic and persistent exploitation is one of vaudeville’s
So that the trade may benefit generally from this
foature. we will give due consideration hgre to stunts and ideas of acts,
gircuits and houses. Address communications to Elias E. Sugarman.
Vaudeville Edjtor, The Billboard, 1560 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

The Billboard

PRINCESS YVONNE STUNTS—A press
sheet distributed to house managers by
Princess Yvonne, mindreader, revealsg
that she has a repertory of more than
60 tleups and stunts, all practical and
tending toward directly boosting grosses.
Among these are Iideas for doorknob
cards, police warnings worded to bally
her engagements and designed to be
hung on automobile horn buttons of
cars parked on busy streets, door tags
to be attached to unoecupled residences
and stores announcing that the residentg
and merchants are “closed” or “out”,
however the words may apply, and an
underline in smal} type explaining that
they have “Gone to see Princess Yvonne
at the Theater.” Doo M. Irving,
Princess Yvonne's manager, arranges
among other stunts to issue over:size
pdsses measuring 12x8 Inches, these be-
ing so designed as to cause the holders
to exhibit them to numerous friends
before turning them in for entry.

% Smem——— s
LUCKY BOYS SPREAD LUCK-—Dur-
ing their engagement this week at
Loew's 8tate, Newark, the Slx Lueoky
Boys, fast Risley outfit, have effected
a tleup with the Bulova Watoh Com-
pany angd a $50 watoh will be glven
away at the end of the week to the
holder ot the lucky number among the
patrons attending the house during the
week. Ballot boxes have been Installed
in the lobby for the customers to de-
poslt thelr self-addressed tabs, The
Boys have also made a tieup with
the adley Sweater Company and form
Lucky Boys’ clubs wherever they ple.y.
v:)!!t,h the swesters as inducements
Join

TRAILERS FOR INTACTS—RKO has
started issuing special sound trallers on
intact shows slated for the Mid-Wegtern
tour. Thus far it is planned to makg
up tratlers only ong those shows which
are definitely set and will not alter over
a long tour so that the trailers can be

“Dancing “Directory

LOUIS VECCHIO

DARCING, GRACE, PDlll. BTAGE ARTS.
Personal Ioatruction. Moderate Fees,
o-chm: !or Frofessionals.

Exercises, Techuique, Rnutlnu
180 Broad'ly, at 27th 8t., NEW Y IK OITY.

JACK MANNING

New York's Tap Danelng Specialist,
OFFERS A COMPLETE PROFESSIONAL

BUCK DANCE ROUTINE
(With Begzinner's Foundation Exercliscs)
BY MAIL, PRICE a....

& Reg. or Money Orde,
1o wea e MapnO s

X, N, Y.

used numerous times. The cost is
prohibitive if the show is to he adver-
tised only once in one hoyse, byt wherg
it can he used over a lengthy route i%
has been found to be an effective ad-
vance ballyhoo. EFventually the cost of
the trailgr may be included in the price
pald for the show,

DANCE CONTESTS—As a special local
plug the Capitol, Union City, N. J., will
hold ball-rcom dance contests on the
stage every Friday and the house has
made 2 tleup with logal merchants and
clubs to enter their favorites in the
ocontest, Prizes awarded include cash,
silver loving cups and merchgndise.

BRICKTOP AUDITIONS—During their
engagement this first half at Loew's
Grand, Bronxg, and in eonjunotion with
thea third anniversary of the house,
Bobby QGrice, of the Fourteen Bricktops,
girl musical aggregation of redheads,
held an audition and ogled a large num-
ber of Bronx children entered in a
singing, dancing and musical contest,

Entries have been recelved at. the
theater the last several weeks.

RAJAH RABOID—The Comerfoxd Cir-
cuit, now playing the mindreader in a
number ot its houses as an added at=
traction, is utilizing Raboid for a num-
ber of exploitation stunts. Among them
is & special matinee for women only, to
be held only once during his appearance,
at which the Rajah answers all questions
asked. 7This event is heralded thru
newspaper ads, %circulars and trailers.
Another of the mindreader’s stunts is
the blindfolded auto drive on the main
street. This feat 18 usually surefire for
hitt.mg the news columns,

DOG EXPLOITATION - Blomberg's
Alaskans, dog act, consisting of 1%
huskies, only uses eight dogs on the
stage, utilizing the other seven for pub-
licity ventures. The dogs are hitched
to a sleigh, which they drag thru the
streets when snow 18 on the ground.
In warm weather the sleigh is outfitted
with wheels. For newspaper tieups the
dogs are taken to the hospltals and or-
phan asylums to entertain the children.

COMPETITION — The Coliseum, New
Yotk REKO theater, woke up to the
necessity of exploitation when the new
Loew 175th Street was opened two weeks
ago. Special banners were strung across
the marquee and hundreds of colored
toy balloons were released from the roof
at the same time the Loew house was
holding 1its opeaning ceremonies; The
two theaters are only a few blocks apart.
As an added attraction the RKO house
booked Ricarde Cortez, screen lover.

SHINEBONE ROGERS

RED GRAVES

GRACE SMITH
FOUR BUDDIES

Playing

LOEW’S STATE, N.Y. C. (NOW)

DIR. HARRY SHEA

FREDDIE BROWN

BUDDY JONES

ROUTED R-K-O

LIAZEED DEMhNATl TROUPE
ELEVEN WHIRLWIND DAZZLERS

ARABY

PALACE THEATER, N. Y. C. (NOW)
DIR. WEBER & SIMON AGENCY

GIRLS’ PATENT LEATHER DANCE

FLATS., with Taps
Attacked, $3.50 Pair. orad,

Black Kid, with Tapsi

Ammhaﬂ. 52.'15- B, O,

D,
V ery I
Tips, 51 20 ler 55 00
Dozcn Pairs,
Men’s Hand-Turncd Shaes. Taps
and Ball Plates Attached, $6.50.
RVEY THOMAS MFG. CO 162 N. State, Chicago.

AUTHORS AND GCOMPOSERS
Why not have your songs revised and ar-
ranged by ROADWAY’'S FOREMOST
ARRANGER OF POPULAR MUSIO. I
have Brepnrel for publication

OF THE BIGGEST HITS
For representative publishers and writers,
Also “latest “Plcture Theme Songs'! Write
for freg criticism.

EUGENE PLATZMAN

1600 Broadway, NEW YORK CITY

JUST OUT

McNally's N[,
Bulletin

PRICE, ONE DOLLAR PER COPY
GIGANTIO COLLEGT!ON’ of NEW, BRIGHT

ND ORIGINAL MATERIAL for
vwdevllle stage use. embraclng evervtblnl
& performer requires, no matter what sor
of an act. monologue, parody, fill-in bits hl
may need. Notwithsianding that McNally's
Bulletln No. 15 is bigger in quantity and
better in quality than ever balore the price
remaing as always, $1.00 per Copy. It con-
tains the tnllawlnq -4 t-edse up-to-date
Comedy Material:

18 SCREAMING MONOLOGUES
Each one a positive hit. Al kmds
cluding Hebrew, Irish, Nut,
‘Temperance, Black and Whﬂehce x*enula
Tramp, Dutch and Stump Spee

10 ROARING ACTS FOR TVIO MAI.ES
Each agt en applause winner.
9 Original Acls for Male and Female
They will make good on any bill,
§4 SURE-FIRE PAHODIES
On &l of Broadway's latest song
GREAT VENTRILOOUIST ACT
Entitled "I'M NO MY.” It's e rict. B
ROOF LIFTING Ac'l' FOII TWO FEMALES
Thia act {s a 24-karat sure-fire hit.

RATTLING TRIO QUARTETTE
DANCE SI’EGIAI.TY ACT

Comical, humarous and rib-ticklng.
3 CHARACTER COMEDY SKETCH
It's 8 scrcam from start to finish,

A TABLOID COMEDY AND BURLESQUE
Bright, breezy and bubbles over with wit.
18 MINSTREL FIRST-I'ARTS

With stde-splitting jokes and g
McHALI.V'S MINSTREL OUEHTURES
and closing ch
GRANIJ MINSTREL FINALE
‘Wiil keep the audience yelling for more.
46 MONOBITS
Everyone a sure-fire hit.
HUNDREDS
Of cracker-jack Cross-Fire Jokes and Gags,
BESIDES
Other useful theatrical comedy materisl

Remember. McNALLY' ULLETIN No.
15 is only One Dulllr per copy, or wiil
send you Bulletina Nos. 2, 13,
14 and 15 for $4.00, with munoy-buk Buars

antee.
WM. McNALLY
81 East 125th Street, New York

in-
K

hits,




VAUDE. NOTES

SWAN AND LEWIS, sponsored by Ir-
ving Yates, opened for Loew at the Falr-
mount, Bronx, the last half of last week.

One w.-k, songstress we happen to
know felt nene tod good over the circum-
stances attending her yecent vaude, debut,
She’s quite the stuf{f in circles where a
high “O" is scmething meorc than 2 letter
in the aipkabet, She grabhed herself a
first hajf in a Bronx vaudefilmey, and
when they hanged her $50 for the four
days the expresgion on her face wayg
enough to scare a Cossack. Altho an
American diva, sha said pleaty in all
languages.

ALMA RUBENS ia definitely set to
open for RKO this last half in Mount
Vernon, following with the first half of
next week at Yonkers. She was previs
ously due to open in New Rochelle, but
delayed Recause her act had not been
complated,

JOHNNY CASSIDY, one of the demons
in the RKQ publicity department, looss
ened the purgestrings the other day and
bought & home in Jackson Heights, L. I,
Heg ig not certaln yet whether hell get
married or raise ghosts.

The Coliseum, New ¥York, was jarred
ntn actipn less than {wo weeks ago when
ts first real opposition, Loew’s 1%5th

Street, opened fts door with plenty com-

munity whoopee. Herstofore the REO

house was praetically alpne in that see-
tion of Washington Heights and did little
to garnmer more than the patranage that
drifted in naturally, Things will be aif-
ferent now, the Loew de luxer being cer-
in to out in on its receipts unless somesx
hipg extraordinary is done to gei them
into the vaudefilmer,

FOUR PEACHES, singing and dancing
act, consisting of four fems, showed for
RKO at the Franklin, Bronx, this first
half.

BRUNO WEISS TRIO are at the Pros-
pect, Brogklyn, this last half on a
showing for RKO.

—rrm—
ROXY GANG 'was slipped into the
86th Street, New York, the last half of
last week to fill a spot left vacant when
Leo Reisman and his orchestra flopped.

Thecy tell us that the announcement
made by R reccntly regarding {he
sending out of censors incogmite all over
tha e¢ircuit is so much beloney. But we
don’t blame REKO for pulling the fast one
s0 long as it achieves the results it seeks,
1 ing clean and whol shows.

GUS EDWARDS, who has lately been
favoring pictuyre work instead of vaude-
ville, returns to the boarda at the

WANTED—VAUDEVILLE ACTS

{:rdr!ipt;?yd“t ‘?l“is or smsl} orgazllsed Sh°ﬂ%l’"18‘1§’
, send in gpen timc 01100, -
PING, Roxy T'hcat?’: Little ; Ark, '

GRAND OPERA HOUSE
THEATRE

Sesting ¢apacity, 1700. For rent by day, week or
season.  Apply :
Messrs., Marck & Marck

Sallcitors and Attorneys-at-Law,

105 Lister Building, 42 James Strect, North, Hame
ilton, Ontarlo, Canada. Telephone, Baker I81I.

NOW READY!
THE CASPER'S

1530 ENCORE

PRICE: ONE DOLLAR

GREATEST COMFENDIUM OF OOMEDY
IN TEE WORLD, CONTAINS:

27 MONOLOGUES
ACTS AND PARODIES

55 WITOLOGUES
18 MINSTREL 555t
4 orEuncand NOVELTIES

GLORIQUS MINSTREL FINALE

MUSICAL COMEDY
TABLOID AND BURLESQUE

HUNDREDS OF JOKES & GAGS
ALSO Other Sparkjing Copiedy Surprises.

Don't forget. the price of CASPER’S EN-
CORE (s only ONE DOLLAR, and your dol-
lax will ba cheerfully refunded if you are
not entirely syiisfied. Send ordera to

JAY CASPER
11 Fast 16th St.. New York

Billboard

TAYLOR’S 1929-30 -

NEW MODEL TRUNKS

IN TWO COLOR COMBINATIONS—FOR MEN AND WOMEN
BEAUTIFUL, DURABLE, SPACIOUS, DISTINCTIVE, LIGHTWEIGHT

TAYLOR’S

WITH OPEN TOP, Full Size XX WARDROBE TRUNK
AN ACTOR’S TRUNK

SEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED CIRCULAR.
115 West 45th Strcet, NEW YORK, N. Y.
28 East Randolph Street, CHICAGO, ILL.

$75.00

. . " THEATRICA
Chic Dancing Flals CAL™ e
et The FOOTWEAR faa
oF TU-WAY Worn by leading stage n
ateech " folk ¢ everyuhere. *Noi-z-lass*
4 > Snug,
= BEN & SALLY i 7 o
D an . i
an 244 WEBT 42D STREET, s y
Pl L T Voisconots 0101, | NEW YORK, N. ¥,  SUPRrs. 1;,%&‘;:{.,:
glstincue Amm!num cigs. Catalor on Request, at the arch,

Palace, Chicago, the week of March 22,
with further Western dates to follow.
He is agented by Charlie Morrison, who
returned from the Coast two weeks ag0,

BOYD SENTER, one-man band marvel,
has been booked for the entire Orpheum
route, opening April 5 in Winnipeg. He
is handled by the Weber & Simon
agency.

WENDELL HALL, w.-k. songwriter and
m, ¢. on tha weekly Majestic radio hours,
has been booked by RKO, having opened
this first half at the Franklin, Bronx.
Hall composed the smash,, It Ain't Going
To Rain No More.

et 1T
Conditlons can’t be any taugher for
agents here than they are in Paris. Over
there thc agents get their comish from
the theater and not from the act., Most
of them enter intg an agrccment with the

acts to attend every show ang lcad a

slague. The commissions on a weck date

are rarcly higher than 83, and agents
spend that much for admisstons. So they
tell us anyway.

GARDEN OF ROSES, nine-people fiash,
opened this week for RKO on a split be-
tween the 58th Street, New York, and
the Chester, Bronx. Weper-Simon
agency is handling the turn.

LOUIS MACK and Company. fiash act,
split between the Prospect, Brooklyn, and
the Franklin, Bronx, .this week on an
opening for RKO. They are sponsored
by Harry Rogera.

TROVATO, violinist, will resume fov
RKO the first half of next week at the
Hamilton, New York. It has been som
time since he has played for that gircuit,

WYLIE SISTERS and Johnny Lee arg
showing for RKO on a split between the
Prospect, Brooklyn, and the Franklin,
Bronx. They are presenting a comedy,
sipging and dancing turn.

There is a family act on the RKO Cir-
puit that is much in demand, but so in-
dependent of their vaude, earnings they
practisally do as they please and get
what they want—or threaten to gnit.
One of the hookers turned down an act
owned hy one of their friemds recengly
and t¢he hcadstrong family commenced a
walkout. The booker pulled 3 qujck
change of mind and the friend’s act
{s now a feature of the intact show they
are topping.

THE HAMID BEY REVUE is pleying
2 number of dates around the Philadel-
phia neighborhood houses and has
proved to be a good drawing oard.

MAMMY AND HER FICKS, four-people
singing and dancing revue, which re-
cently played for Fox, opened this week
for Loew on 2 split between the Premier
and Bay Ridge, Brooklyn, and will toyr
the New York houscs. The offering is
agented by Lyons & Lyons.

THE SIX LUCKY BOYS, acrobatle
troupe, who toured for all the majors
last season, have changed their billing
to the Famous Lucky Boys and resumed
on a Loew tour this week in Newark.
Next week they will split between the
Bedford, Brooklyn, and the Victoria, New
York.

Peculiar _situation  at the Premier,
Brooklyn, Loew vaudecfilmer wotking on
a week-to-week basls for stagehands and
musfcians, The Premicr is located in the
heart of a district inhablied by needle-
workers and furriers whosc trades have
been hard hit of late by sirikes and gen-
eraf depression. This kas cut down the
house’s receipts to a shadow of what they
were last scason. Thc Pltkin, Loew de
laxer located mcarby, is also fgeling the
slump in business, but pot as acutcly as
the Premier, *

On one of the larger oirgnits a condi-
tlon exists which may or may not be
good for the orgapization. A large pari
of the supply firms with whnchl the .o“--
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e DSED WARDROBE TRUNKS,
$10.00 Up. All in first-class condition. Write for

Dascriptive Clrcular. TRUNK CO., 910

washington Ave.. 8t.

ACT

Playwright.

SCENERY

plamand Dye. Ol or Water Colors snd Draperies.

Louis, Mo.

PLAYS, TABS. WRITTEN,
E. L GAMBLE
EAST LIVERPOOL, O.

SCHELL SCENIC STUDIQ, COLUMBUS, OHIO.
WIGS &%
BEARDS

FREE CATALOG
F. W.NACK %805
WRITTEN. STAGED.

CHICAGO, ILL.
AcTs NEW MATERIAL FOR OLD ACTS,
Sopeclal Numbers Furnished.

PRANNO PRODUCTIONS

145 West 45th Street, NEW YORK,

7=  BECOMF A LIGHTNING
el TRICK CARTOONIST"
"S%hd $1.00 for Snappy Program of 23
TRICK DRAWINGS, wiih
ATALOG FREE.
Oshkoah, Wisconain,

COMIC 7
Instructions. C.

ouit ‘does business arg tied up f
in sne way or another with the men on
the oircuit who have the authority to
declde what firms shall get the breaks,

BEADE AND MORRIS, who are head-
ing a three-people dancing fiash, opened
for RKO last week jn Ottawa, Can., and
will tour for several weeks aroynd up-
State’ New York, booked thru Billy Jack~
son.

MORAN AND McBAIN are showing &
new act for Loew this first half at the
Delancey, New York.

VAL AND ERNIE STANTON, male
comedy team, who recently played a
string of Eastern RKO dates, will open
next week in Oklahoma City for a tour
of the Interstate Clrouit, A Western
RKO tour will follow, hooked thru Harry
Romm.

EAFKA, STANLEY AND MAE, aerial
trio, wil] resume for Loew next week on a
split between the Grand, Bronx, and the
46th Street, Brooklyn, booked thru
Arthur J. Horwitz.

—————vnR

LANE AND LEE showed a new act for
Loew this first half at the Lincoln
Square, New York.

Firemen assigned ;{o theater duty in
New York vamdefibmers don’t gef all their
pay from the city treasury. It may not
be the case in all houses, but in a large
number - anyway the fire laddies coflect
§2 a shift and’the tribute is charged up
to petty expcnse. There’s no definite
reaseh why the tribnte is paid, but most
firemen have geod imaginations.

HITE-REFLOW and Company wil
return to Loew this last half at the
Lincolm 9quare, New York, in their
familiar comedy skit, In the Alley, fea-
turing Warren Boyed. Bert Jcnas is
representative for the offering.

" il s CERATE

WALTER CLINTON, of Clinton and
Rooney, is running for “mayor" of 125th
street, New York, and any resident Is
entitled to vote fgr him, The mythical
title usually has been won by a theat-
rical performer, and ballots are being
distpibuted at the NVA Club, New York.

SIGNOR FRISCOE and his orchestra,
eight-people musical act, which recently
finished the Losw out-of-town tour, s
slated for a string of the New York
houses ahd will open the first half of
next week at the Grand, Bronx.

A vaudeville actor we know succeecded
finally in being okehed as a member in
ood stapding of the JATSE. He. got a
ob in a vaudefilmer and in the beginning
it was pretty difficult for him te over-
comne his old habits. Frequently while
moving 2 piane for a singing act or
carrying on a bench for the next-tn-
olosing comedy act he involuntiarily teek
his bows while the audience was applaud-
ing the previous act with a w.-k. show
stop. He oured himsef by wearing &
eorset,

BABY, BOBBY AND BUSTER., mgle
colored acrobatic dancing outfit, yesumed
for Loew this week on & split between
the 46th Street, Brooklyn, and the
Rlaza, Corona.

McLALLEN AND SARAH are slated to
open for Loew next week at the State,
New York.

RALPH OLSEN and Company, elabo-
rate 10-people danoce flash, which re-
cently played for REKO, have been booked
for a tour of the Loew Circuit. The

(Sce VAUDEVILLE NOTES on page 29)

BALDA ART SERVICE. D-2.
Yes, It is true

SCENERY ? what they all say;

1 hsve the World's Most Beautifu! Settings for
Rent, AMELIA GEAIN, Phiindelpbia,

LOBBY PHOTOGRAPHS

Bx10, at $8.00 per 100, Complete Price List free.
BECEER, 211 8. Elsie Ave.. LJAVCNDOIT, :#.

ACTS, PLAYS, TABS, MINSTRELS

Big Minstrel Show. $8: Big Comedy Collection $3;
24 Parodies and Recitations, $1; Acts, $1; Monologs,
$1; Bketches, $2; Tabs., $3; Bits, $3: Revues, $5;
Blackouts. $3; Radio Comedy Oollection, $3. Ploys
of all kinds. Big lists.

£. L. GAMBLE, Playwright
EAST LIVERPOOL, O.

VENTRILOQUISM

Learn this mysterious art. Hear man on roof, un.
der floors, out window, etc. The real art as us:
by the anclents to fool subjects. Glve {rlends thrill.
hcearty laugh. Taught 10 lessons. MARIE GREER
MACDONALD, 2828 Madison, Chicago.

110—COMEDY SONGS—$1.00

“Complete Words and_Music."" “Original" Jokes,
Monologues, BStorles, Parodies by Eddic Canter,
Star Zlegfeld Follles, and Monroc Silver, Famous
(Cohen on the Telephone) Record Artist, Hot off
the Press. in Book Form, 80 Pages, only $1.00,
postpaid and '‘Guaranteed Positive .

THE COLLINS CO.. 197 Fulton St., Brooklyn, N. ¥.

YOU NEED THIS

New Catalog containing everything neccssary in

attractive MATERIALS, TRIMMINGS and NOVEL-
TIES for the making of THEATRICAL COB-
TUMES. The Httle cxtras necessary to complate

the eflect are slso D

From atyle book and pattcrns to the compiste out~

fit, Send for mpplication card. Catalog free.

WOLFF, FORDING & COMPANY,

46 Stuart Street, Boston, HMass.
Distributors of WELDON'S STAGE BOOKS and

PATTERNS.

ﬁ\'\i\e\\ s Theatre

‘\\“‘“ Musical N
\) tures. Vaudeville, Singing, Btretche
ing. Limbering and Acfobatics. Oup
own Theatre ‘assures New York apm

ressing pl ts_and Stago
Personality. Fuplis: Mary Plekford, Lee Tracy

gf-?%;ﬂg ‘;{«‘% PRI oo et ohin AL
. Played b
CONCERTINAK:ES
3 ; at Once
PLAYS BY ROLL MSE
TR BORAETNY " EonEinioNAL SizE
® CHAS.PITTLE & CO.

Music Dept.,
NEW BEDFORD, MASS.

"DANCING
SLIPPERS

¢ Offerfic Bestin
Service,Beauty & Comfort §
Yet Lost NoMore/ 3

SELVA:SONS';
b 1607 B'WAY
B N.Y.C.

Advertiao 1 Fhe Billbaard —rou'l) bo satirded ity
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NEW ACTS

Reviewed in New York

Miller and Velie

Reviewed at the Franklin, Bronz.
Style—Comedy, dancing and singing.
Setting~—In two (special). Time—Twen-
ty-five minutes.

With about 10 minutes lopped off this
turn should rate a long route in the in-
termedlate houses. The four members
of the cast, Harry Miller, Jay Velle,
Clalre Nolte and Audrey Berry, are
slightly overenthusiastic In their work
and indulge In a number of extra bits
that would enhance the act much more
by being sliced out.

The work in this act is smooth. The
material 18 there for entertalnment
value and the standard bearers are
hoofers of no small proportions. The
comedy concerns & lad and lassle who
are left at the church by their respective
bride and bridegroom. They are brought
together by well-meaning friends and
the tinlsh finds them sabout to marry.
During the courtship they indulge In
some dance routines and an original
song. FEverything was so excellently done;
it looks like a skit out of a musical
comedy.

The reviewer recommends this act for
&ll houses. J. 8.

Red Donahue and Pal

Reviewed at Fozx's Savoy, Brooklyn.
Style—Black-face and animal comedy.
Setting—In two (special). Time—Ten
minutes.

Not considerably more than an elabora-
tion of what takes place in spurts all
around the track when a circus floor is
given over to the clowns and their ribe
tickling paraphernalia. A blg portion of
slapstick dellvered by a very aglle
stralght dressed as a copper, a boy in
blackface and a flne specimen of buck-
ing muledom. Before the dizzy-paced
muleplay takes place a neat plece of
comedy action is put over before a spe-
clal street drop. The cork-smeared fel-
low enters on a two-wheeler drawn by
the excellently trained mule. Some
snappy talk about violating traffic rules.
The mule unceremoniously starts to
limber up his hind legs on the buck-
board.

The copper wants the mule driven
away from the corner. He refuses to
budge as mules will. They unharness
him and in his llberated state the fine
animal! chases one, then the other—and
sometimes both—all over the stage.
‘That's the meat of the act. And thats
what & packed house ‘roared at here un-
restrainedly. It will be a long time,
judging from our past experience, before
we hear such hearty laughter again. No
doubt about the fact that the average
audience today wants hoke—and wants it
smeared on thick. This act s not spar-
ing with it by any means. Good opener
anywhere. E. E. 8.

Wilson, Kepple and Betty

Reviewed at Keith’s Fordham, Bronz.
Style—Dance novelly. Setting—In three
(special). Time—Eight minutes.

Quite some time ago Wilson and Kep-
ple, male team, were paired in a comedy
and dance act, which showed promise,
according to a Billboard reviewer. Now.
with the asslst of tke very charming
Betty, they are doing an all-dancing
affair that fulfills the predictjon. The
beauty of the act 18 in 1ts production.
It has. been efTectively staged and rou-
tined. The dance numbers are pre~
sentadd In a clever and distinctive wav.
Act is handsomely dressed, too. The leg-
work of the trio {s not to be overlooked,
for they are good steppers, with clog-
ging their forte.

Act gets away to a novel start with
an automatic miniature bus, looking like
the Fifth avenue kind, making its en-
trance. Betty I8 perched Iin a chair on
the top deck. while one of the boys 1Is
in ‘the driver’s seat. The other fellow
comes out to replace Betty on the bus.
He sits in the chatir and taps to the con-
* gertina accompenimént of the driver.
Their other punch bit is a stair dance,
tho not typical of Bill Robinson. All
three clog on the stairs, either together
or singly. Betty is also apotted for a
solo, and Wilson and Kepple pair off in
a neat eccentric number. Were in the
howdy spot here, and got a hearty send-
off. A good bet far better houaea.n‘

| BOOKED TO JULY, 1930, R. K. 0.

RADIO-
KEITH-ORPHEUM

Circuit of Theatres

VAUDEVILLE
EXCHANGE

R-K-O
PRODUCTIONS, INC.

Producers and Distributors of

RADIO
PICTURES

Genera) Booking
Offices: Launching an Era
ot Electrical
PALACE THEATRE Entertainment
BUILDING,

1560 BROADWAY

156‘53‘50‘%%"1‘“ NEW YORK
oty CORPORATION bivY

1560-156¢ BROADWAY, NEW YORK

Tel, Exch.: Bryant 9300. Cable Address: **Radiokeith’”.

NELSON B.

CLIFFORD ~- MARION|

BACK AT

PALACE THEATER, N. Y.C.

AGAIN
NOW (WEEK OF MARCH 1ST)

REP. LEE STEWAR

Outstanding Sensation

ALBERT POWELL

Scala, Berlin, February

First European Tour, comprising Paris, Barcelona,
Hamburg, Berlin.

CAROL MACEO

CHILTON and THOMAS

America's Greatest Song and Dance Teami, Originators of Hurdle Dancing and of the
Circle Eccentric Step, *‘Acroplane”. A European Sensation!

December 16, Palladlum, London, next to closing. Acclaimed by London Press: 'Strongest
Song and Dance Team yet from America." Four Return Dates.

Xmas Week, Holborn Empire. Headline Attractlon. Next to Closing.
Talk of Riviera, Monte Carlo and Cannes,

January 23, Empire, Paris. Headlining. Next to Closing. Press Comment:
Dancers Seen Here Since 1895.”

Month of February, Scala, Berlin. Next to Closing on'14-Act Bill. Sensation.
Dircctlon WM. MORRIS, New York; HARRY FOSTER, London; Kelth???

HARRY HOLT TRIO

International Football Match on Bicycles.
February, 1930—Wintergarten, Berlin.

Offers for Fairs Wanted. Address, Care “Billboard”, 183 Uhland St., Berlin,

YOUNG CHINA

First Time in Europe—Now Wintergarten, Berlin.

Booked Paul Schultze—American Agency, Lyons & Lyons.
March, Ufa Palace, Hamburg.

MAX, MORITZ, AKKA

Hollywood Film Chimpanzees.
CASTANG AND JUDGE. Circus Hagenbeck, Berlin.

"*QGreatest

Robert Emmett Kesane

—AND—

Claire Whitney
IN THE FAKER
By Edwin Burke
With George Sweet

Reviewed al the Palace. Style—Com.
edy satire. Setting—In one and two
(specials). Time—Twenty-one minutes.

At least three mixed teams have suce
cessfully offered this always timely satire
by Edwin Burke in vaudeville. Howard
Smith and Betty Gallagher were doing
it not more than several weeks 2go.
Back in 1926 James Diamond and Sybil
Brennan/were {ts protagonists and about
three seasons ago the same Smith played
the faker part with Mildred Barker as
the lady In the case. Robert Emmett
Keane, who has established a big fol.
lowing for himself In leglt., glves Smith's
relinquished characterization a wholly
appealing interpretation. Miss Whit-
ney, who gets the billing llne of "Fa-
mous Screen Beauty”, does well by the
role of the scheming femme who leads
the inoffending young man to matri-
montal slaughter. George Sweet holds
up nicely the lesser role of the juvenile
victim, which was played by Bradford
Hatton when we last caught Howard
Smith's version last September,

The Faker we consider far too familiar
to warrant a plot summary here. Suf-
fice to state that the Keane-Whitney
edition Is not one shade different in
script and business than that of Smith.
Keane's deft handling of the splel that
links the flve episodes |between the
hunting woman and her quarry is a
safeguard against dullness creeping in
while the scene and wardrobe changes
are being made. Provided the license
is not abused, this act with different
leads can be booked in any house in the
country once a season and still meet
current hooking requirements. It is
made of the stuff that endures thru
vaudeville ages that take and leave less
staple {tems of comedy fare. It cleaned
up in the fourth spot here. E. E. 8.

Al Rauh Quartet

Reviewed at the Franklin, Bronz,
Style—Singing. Setting—In one. Time—
Twelve minutes.

Four men In thig one, all blessed with
fair pipes, but hardly with sufticient
personality for an act of its type. Some-
thing more than vocal cords is needed to
bolster up a turn which, except for bits
of futlle comedy, is straight singing,

They put over Tip Toe Thru the
Tulips in commendable fashion and re-
ceived a smattering of applause when
caught., .Likewise is done with My Futc
Is in Your Hands and thelr closing
number, Sunnyside Up, One male works
from the audience, answering a call for
volunteers to join the other three on
the stage. He 1s absolutely devoid of
meakeup and carrles his hat and um-
brella for comedy effect. Jack Buch-
anan, musical comedy name, recently
made a short based on the type of com-
edy this male executes, which entalls
getting into everybody's way and acting
green in general.

This one can fit into the junior
houses. on some of the circuits. They
rated a fair sendoff at this house. J. 8.

Hazel Lee

Reviewed at the Franklin, Bronz, Style
—Dancing and singing. Setting—Full
stage (special). Time—Twelve minutes.

This dusky lass would have done much
better to sit In the audlence and watch
her four male assistants than to take
part in the act and also get the major
billing. The colored boys present some
neat dancing, sufficient for an opening
flash, but the fem.’s lack of ability both
in dancing and singing was enough to
make it die.

Miss Lee does one dance routine, or at
least tries to, and sings a pop. tune. It
is hard to say which Is worse, the danc-
ing or singing, but both are plenty bad.

The lads work in pairs in some neatly
executed routines, one being a tap to the
Parade of the Wooden Soldiers that got
a deserving round of applause. How-
ever, thelr costumes were shoddy and
killed most of the effect. In a com-
petitive stepping finish the damsel at-
tempted an acrobatic routine that would
have even disgraced a rank amateur.

There 18 Uttle to hope for in this act
§omatmng could be done with t.h?‘ bg.ys.
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_ Gobiana |
with Three Odd Types, the O'Connor
Bisters and Elinor Costa
Reviewed at the Grand Opera House.
Style——Revue. Setting—In one and full
stage (specials)., Time—Fifteen minutes.

By mixing a'gumber of concoctions to-
gether in this well-staged flash an ap-
pealing vaude. pepper pot i8 obtained,
nging generous slices of songs and
dances, plenty of beauty and costuming
and a dash of youthful pep. There is no
apparent reason for the Gobiana moni-
ker, for neither do costumes suggest gobs
at. any tlme, nor does the offering. have
a Gobl desert atmosphere. Perhaps it is
just that gobs of this and that have
been used to make up the revue and
fortunately the result pans out okay.
Tor the most part the company works
in multiples. Three Odd Types s the
descriptive title given to a pair of boys
and & girl, who successively put over va-
rious eccentric routines, Closed the show
here to & good reception: ,

The O’Connor Sisters act more or less
ss mainstays, handling Introductory
harmonizing and other song-dance spe-
cialties. An unbilled male pianist han-
dles the ivories accompaniment capably
thruout the offering. Elinor Costa like-
wise comes on for solo speclalties, doing
tap dance and an Oriental contortion
routine. There are several eccentric
routines, handled nicely by the Three
Odd Types, as well as some comedy nul-
bers put over singly.by each of the trio.
Opened with Keep Your Sunny Side Up,
and the entire company managed to
glve a bright aspect. to. tts work thru-
ont. Other numbers Include a Wood
Soldier dance-, pantomime, Keep on
Struttin’, Deacon Brown, and a fast
finale, with one lad outdoing them all
with some rare acrobatic pedalistics.
Could - hold this spot In any of the
family houses. . ‘C. G

De Luxe Fi;'e

Reviewed at the Frarklin, Bronk. Style
—Mugteal and comedy, A Setting—Full
stage (Special). Time—PFifteen minutes.

This act lingers five minutes longer
than it should. With that much time
cut it should make a suitable opener for
the family houses. It would also do
well to° mute the instruments—some of
thelr numbers are .s0 noisy they don’t
sound any more, entertaining than a flock
of trumpeters heralding a foreign- fall
Buy.

Three boys and two girls in this one.
They run thru a .flock of pop. tunes on
trombones, cornets and saxes.; one male,
in black-face, doubles from comedy to
the piano. He occasionally takes a hand
on”a cornet, thereby proving that he is
the best musiclan in the act, tho hard-
ly the best in the union. One comedy
bit, ‘with one of the males playing a
violtn ‘while the black-face lad bur-
lesques on the plano., should be sliced
entirelv. It would mean a lot of useless
effort, saved. Thelr windup with a torch
melody brought them a fairly good send-
off when caught. v

The comedian could improve on his
dellvery of the hoke, and his assistants
are lacking plenty In stage presence.
However, with the rough edges removed,
there is no reason why this act shouldn’t
recelve time. 2§ J. 8.

3 N
Ralph Olsen and Company
With Gamby-Hale Dancers
Reviewed at Kelith’s Jefferson. Style:—
Singing and dancing revue. Setting—
In one, two, three and full stage (spe-
cigls). Time—Eighteen rminutes. ., |
This revue appears to have been fash-
ioned along ‘precentation standards. but
has much in t“» way ot talent and nov-
elty to recommend 1t to discriminating
vande. fans. The diminutive mixed
teamm—the billing *“and company” pre-
sumably refers t¢ Olsen and his partner
—are Surrounded by an attractive eight-
girl troupe.¢of Gamby-Hale Dancers, who .
offer numerous terpsichorean ensembles,
They were spotted in next to close here
and rompedi-off with a decisive show
stop., Entire atfair is beautifully staged,
carries elaborate scenery and lighting
effects and a large colorful wardrobe.
Olsen’s work stands out as unusual, for.
heé attempts that which/is often looked
for, in dance integpretations but seldom
seen. o Aoh
For the most part all of the glrls
—each one a beaut—offer Tiller-like
precision routines, but vary this with
For two Platform Shows, Per~
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. BACK ON BROADWAY

TRACEY S HAY

. ASSISTED .BY PAU_L HUMPHREY '

LOEW’S STATE THEATER, N. Y. C. (NOW)

BESSIE

NEW ACT IN' PREPARATION—WATCH FOR IT

DIRECTION JOHNNY HYDE, WM. MORRIS OFFICE

P. T. Barnum Club Productions
~ Now in rehearsal
one-act vaudeville
’Z ( ‘ Communications to
HUGH GRANT
ROWELL,

playlet, under ar-
[Care Bfliboard. 1560 Broadway, New York City,

rangement with
Gustave Frohman

TAP DANCING

Home Study Course, Buck & Wing, Walts, Olog;
Soft “'uﬂhni .

Shoe, 3 for $2. Send 35¢ stamps for
Break and Time Step. Tap Musle, i
HARVEY THOMAS, 162 North State St., Chicago.

130 GLEVER sreeches 25¢

Milam at Capitol Avenue, -

STAGE DANCES BY MAIL

! ~ .
8end for Free List PROFESSIQNAL TAP, TEAM, CHARACTER and BALLET DANCE ROU-
TINES. We have successfully performed them for years. Each step clearly described.

- BiLLY -and BESSIE TRUEHART

Houston, Texas

~ WAN

Pull Acting Comp

TED FOR MUSICAL COMEDY STOCK

Prima Donna

n nd Juvenile Men, ¢
‘and Ingenue Who can dance, also Plano Musicai Director, Chorus Girls and Girl

Men,
Musi-

clans, or organized Girl Band that can entertain. BSslaries must be in keeping with the present con-

ditions. Speclalty People given preferemce. Address

.
- MANAGER UNION SQUARE PLAYERS, Unlon Square Theatre, Pitisfield, Masns,

harmony warbling, tap dancing and
classical poses. They do three ensemble
numbers, one a tap dance and song,
Girls Will Be Girls; mnother a terpsi-
chorean tableau on the aeroplane cleverly
silhouetted behind a scrim, and s fast
cape-whirling dance in black and white,
during which- most of the ‘girls do spe-
cialties. Olsen solos once, playing a vio-
lin and singing, in. which his rare
abjlity to accomplish slow. high kicks
and exceptional contortion work brought
him big returns. For the rest he works
with"his partner in several dual speclal-
ties, including toe, tap and harmonized
singing. Sultable for better clgssémuseu:B g

Three Tiffany Boys ;,

Reviewed at Loew’s State. Style—
Stnging and musical. 'Setting-—In one.
Time—Thirteen minutes.

According to the lyrics of their open-
ing number the Three Tiffany Boys halil
from the radio and film flelds. Their
work follows the standards of close har-
mony trios viewed lately with a number
of screen specials, in which the -warbling
boys invariably make a big hit with their
songs and music. But at varlance with
the customary reel harmonizers, these
lads. put- over their numbers to good re-
sults, tho they don‘t rate so much on
the®gab and hokum. Their routine
gticks pretty close to musical and sing-
ing requirements. They make a' good
appearance in snappy street clothes, and
possesg winning personalities.

Among the numbers in their routine
were a couple which were good for heavy
laughs on the Iyrics. They are That’s
Grandma, Yes, Sir, and some parody in-~
terpolations of She’s Got Great Ideas.
The boys have exceptionally clear dio-
tion, easily audible from any part of this
vast house. Their instrumental work is
also Al. They play various difficult ar-
rangements of the numbers which they
vocalize. Other harmonized dittles in-
clude Am I Blue,. in_which one lad
doubles on. several ihstruments, and
Here We Are.. Glve these boys some
worth-while gags and material, and they
will register big in any houseé pepen]

3

Huston Ray and Orchestra

Reviewed at For’s Academy. Style—
Musical, dancing and singing. Setting—
In one and full stage (specials). Time
-——Pwenty-one minutes, "’

Huston Rsy has launched snother big
act, showing improvement over his ‘pre=-
vious vaudeville fliers. He is assisted
by the Wheeler Twins, dancers; Margie
Hines, baby-volced warbler, and 10
bandsters. No attempt this time to label
the band as his “augmented symphonic
orchestra’, ag he did several years ago.
The act pleases thruout, tho the routine
drags considerably and  could , stand
speeding up. Altho the electrician

' wasn't up on his cues at. this show, the tion.

act shows evidence of having neat light-
ing effects. Ray. works well, and has
surrounded himself with a capable cast.
The very pretty Wheeler Twins land
home the biggest punch for preciston in
clever numbers,

Opening has a traller plugging Ray’s
concert-success, From then on the band
takes on the bulk. The Wheeler girls
do two numbers, and Margle Hines and
Ray do d solo aplece. The bandsters are
in the know on music, and several of
them have good pipes, t0o. Their click-
ing bit is an arrangement of “smiles”
songs, with Ray leading off with a song-
talk. The Wheeler Twins woyld pep up
any act—Ilegit. could use them also.
They're very .pretty, personable, capable
dancers, and, ,all there on .precision.
Thelr first number is & neat eccentric
and thru unusual routining their ofher
specialty closes the act. It's a great ap-
plause puMer, tho. In it they do cork-
ing high kicks and leg control. Ray
shows his mastery of the plano keyboard
in soloing with’ Dream of Love.. The
familiar baby-voiced and boop-boop-a-
doop singing is coniributed by Margie
Hines, who handles it nicely in Do Some-
thing.

Treyed it on the seven-act bill here,
and polled big returns. Should Wwork
with the price right. 8. H.

*

, Myra Langford

Reviewed, at Loew’s Lincoln Square.
Style—Singing, Setting -In one. Time
—Eleven minutes,

THe vauideville files of The .Billboard
have no ‘record of Myra ngford, tho
an act was reviewed in 1B27 under the
name of -Howard Langford and Mildred
Myra, and the miss_of this combo is
probably the one who now emerges as a
warbling single. She put over /2 fairly
pleasihg and conventional deucer here,
offering a repertory of -four familiar
pop. numbers. She has a good volce
and an appealing style of delivery, but
there is just enough lacking in her
routine in the way of novelty and mate-
rial selectton to keep her frem registering
strongly in the better houses. She
dresses smartly in a form-revealing
gown, but relies solely upon her ability
as’ a singer to put her over.

Her Ililmited song cycle might be
divided into two parts, the first pair be-~
ing of the less familiar variety and the
latter of the plug description used by
the greater portion of singing acts as
highlight numbers. Her opening num-
ber, which sent her across for a fair
response, was I'm Telling the World I'm
in Love. B8he ftollows with no- in-
termediary ado, I Gotia Have a Lot of
Men. The muchly plugged White Way
Blues, with its overdone recitative patter,
serves as her next. She ineptly tops
ihis with a coon-shouting version of
At the End o} the Road, and finished
with hardly ,more than a tepold Gregp-

~
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For "All'" Occasions, Humorous Stories, BStories

that a Speech or Illustrate & Point, |

F Toasts, Farewell Remarks,

Lofty Sentiments, Beautiful Funeral Orations,

Clever Ways To Insure the Buccess of Banquets,

Entertainments. etc.” Olever Pocket Bize Booklet..
25¢, Postpaid and ''Guaranteed Posl .

Only

tive""
< THE COLLINS CO., 187 Fulton 8t., Brooklyn, N, X.

LORANGER STOCK COMPANY
th Dakota.

WANTS People for tent season in Nor

Rehearsals April 28. Open May 8 at Oakes. Young
Oeneral Business Men. Must do SBpecialties. Pref-,

erence if double something in Orchestra.
photo and programs; will return. Address
SON LORANGER, 8362 Vancouver Bt.

WAAS BARGAINS

SILK FRINGE, in Black, White, Hlus,
ed, Green or Yellow,

4In, Long. ¥d.$0.23 |12 In. Long, ¥d.$0.78
6 In, Long. ¥d. .40 |18 In. Long. ¥d. L.1§
8 In. Long. ¥Yd. .50 24 En. Long. Yd. 1.65

HAWAIIAN SKIRTS
FIBRE SILK FRINGE. 24 In. Long, Ev-
ery Color. Beautiful Effect. This $2
Week, Oni.

Every Style and Color,
Usually Sold at $1.75.
(10% Discount in Dozen Lots.)

COMPLETE CATALOGUE ON REQUEST.
WAAS & SON
123 South 11th St.,, Philadeiphia, Pa.

WANTED

Efght-Plece Orchestra.  All double Bnd read. For
‘location. BOX 482, Lincold. Neb, 4

WRI[:T(H{ WANTS PEOPLE -

RICTON, P. O, Box 108, Cincinnatf, O,

WANTED

Native Hawaiian Musicians
Long season. Balaries sure. Write full particulars.
A. L. KETCHEEL, Box 31, Rome, Ga.

gt

WANTED—For Platform Med. Co., opening in *
April in halls. A-1 Performers in all lines. State
if you double Plano or drive. Chasers, amateurs
and people afraid to Work save stamps. Want real
Performers here. We pay rain or shine. Address
BABETTA MILLER, Manager Babetta Med. Co.,
Hollansburg, O. 3

 SHOWMEN

‘The boys of the Federal Prison stage from time to
time inside shows, ;and they are in need of some
cenery, Drop Curtaing of any kind. If you have
anything that would help the mulra or less une
A £

th MR, L. J.
CALLAHAN, Officer in Charge 05( Entertainment,
Box 7, Leavenworth, Kan.

MALE PIANIST WANTED

Who can play Parts, Blling Agent with car or
that has driver's license, and other useful Ten
Night ' People, Address, by mall only.

near

Y &
Phllm]iqeln%l&. O. R, RENO, 485 Dahill

Brooklyn,
AT LIBERTY

¥For Stock, Repertoire or ‘Musfcal Comedy,

DENNY DAVIS and DORIS BERKELEY

gea%ura Comeadian, as cast; Leads or lnscenuu.
eal ¢ dern .

ties. < -Appearance, ability, * wardrcbe. Reliable
manage: offer, to_A. J.

gers only wire, atating hest
(DENNY) DAVIS, 147 Pattle Ave., Wichita, Kan.
WANTED AT ONCE
' TOP TENOR SINGER
For Quartetie, sble to do Parts and Second Busi-
neas; Woman, for Taylor Players, Wi

ire R. F.
TAYLOR, Genesee, Xda., March 10 to 14; Ken-
drick, Ida., March 15 to 18,

KALAMAZO0O HERALDS

85 Bright, Flash: . Real 8h TWO
ght, smixt_mou el wlnw.

x4 ... 5,000 $20.00
9x24 . 10,000 35.00
6x18 . 5,/ 20.00
6x18 . 10,000
12x18 . 5,000 20.00
12x18 .

10,000 35.00
We carry the label. Get Catalog.
Poster Service, KALAMAZOO, MICH.
Where Paper, Cardboard and Inks are Made.
CASH WITH ORDER.

Advertiser in The Billboard Where Yom
Got His Addross. \

Tell ths
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VAUDEVILLE REVIEWS

.
New Palace, Chicago
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, March 1)
It looks as if RKO is making & feal
effort to give Palace patrons the best
there is in vaudeville. Occasionally an
act appears that makes one wonder
what prompted the booking, but during
the last couple of months the quality
average has been uniformly high. Iv's
up to standard this week, every act

packed with entertainment.

Edith Griffith, & piquant little brunet,
and her sextet of soldier boys scored
nicely in the opener with a song and
dance offering, Love in the Ranks, in
which Miss Griffith, as the Colonel, puts
her lleutenants thru an entertaining
routine.

Mlller and Wilson, comedy acrobats,
are wizards when it comes to tumbling.
back flips and twisters, and their clever
work along this line eprned them a
couple of encores. Comedy 1s weak,
acrobatics topnotch.

Roger Imhof, Marcelle Coreene and
Company scored their usual hit in their
famitliar cketch, The Pest House, old but
surefire.

Oklahoma Bob Albright, rollicking
songster, was the day’s (first show
stopper. His impressions of famous

singers, interspersed with comedy sallles,
and his breezy personality would have
put him over big, but in addition he
had the assistance of two charming
misses, Genevieve Herbert and Beverly
Birks, both of whom warble, hoof and
pound the ivories cleverly and are eye.
filling in the bargain. And for a climax
Bob brought out *Snowball”, a young
darky, for some hot stepping, putting
the act across to heavy palm pounding.

Russell Markert’s American Rockets
closed intermission with & bang, going
thru a series of beautiful precision
dances that made a beautiful picture.
Two solo dancers, Eleanor Stemmer and
Hazel Gladstone, showed exceptional
talent, and the one doing the acrobatic
numbers is heavy on the pulchritude.

Following intermission a lengthy
trailer showed the various screen exploits
of Joe Bonomo, strong man. Then
Frances Arms came on and wrecked the
house with & series of song types done
in & style that marks her as an artiste.
A rough-and-ready, heavy blonde, she is
just the type to put across the “hot”
songs and the back-alley types she char-
acterized. Used more “damns” than
there are In The Front Page; said she
was mnervous, but we don’t believe it.
Anyway she put it over great, stopped
the show, and received a couple of
baskets of flowers over the footlights.

The flashing of Phill Baker’s name was
a sigoal for loud applause, and the ap-
pearance of the comedian himself
brought more. The way that boy can
‘hand 'em the Joe Miller stuff and make
‘em like 1t 18 marvelous. His personality,
squeeze box and hoke had them holding
their sides. Uses a male plant in one
of the boxes for clever cross-fire comedy
and & couple of song numbers. Baker is
one of the few comedians of his type
who have any idea of the value of
restraint, and occasionally he slips a
bit, but not enough to matter. Act was
a show stopper, golng over bigger than
any other comedian who has appeared
here during the last year.

Joe Bonomo, the “Hercules of the
screen, had the advantage of Baker’s
clowning thru his act, but could have
held the crowd alone, 28 he does some
mighty clever gymnastics, difficult
pullups and handstands, winning him a
generous hand. Closed strong with a
burlesque boxing bout between Bonomo
and Phil Baker. NAT GREEN.

Hippodrome, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, March 1)

Every one of the acts in the six-turn
layout went over with a bang, but the
meager dose of comedy took the edge off
of what would have ordinarily been a
great bill. Spotting was perfect with
this smooth-running show., No stage
waits this time.

Murand and Girton opened with a
fast acrobatlc and trick-bike riding turn
that rated & great hand for a novelty
act. They deserved the outburst of ap-
plause. The male is an excellent tum-
bler, while the fcmme presents intricate
stunta on a bicycle, the like of which is
seldom seen these days.

Misa Patricola was in the deucer. Tho

The Palace, New York

{Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, March 1) .

HEALY 18 much cleaner the second week of his dominance over all other
Palace features. In fact, he's so clean—compared to last week—-that not one gag
or plece of business need be cut, unless for the purpose of making the show run
shorter. Healy and his rib-tickling Roughnecks are even funnier than last week,
which proves that dirt is by no means a necessary accompaniment to their perfect
control of audience moods. The Healy army consists of 14 funmakers and spe-
clalty artistes this week, and instead of confining their carrying-on to & fixed
spot work at length as two entr'actes in the first half and inferrupt the Tiller
girl routine for a culmination of their hilarity in the rather brief second half.
Outside of the Healy act, this 18 a less appealing show than last week, even tho
Henry Santrey brings forth one of the best band novelties in which we have ever
caught him, and for that matter one of the most novel and entertaining in vaude.
ville today.

THE LIAZEED DEMNATI TROUPE, pyramid butlders and tumblers, numbering
nine agile men and two girls, who actually participate in the stunt routine, proved
to be the most sensational opening act of its kind hooked here this season. Every
trick in the tumbling business ig brought into play here in one form or another.
Their aerial formations are both skiliful and beautiful to see. Work mostly in
three-high groups, but toward the finish they build human structures four-high
—and with perfect ease. The strong man of the attractively costumed company
supports the 10 others at the finish.

EWING EATON, in her familigr routine of fused bow scraping, stepping and
singing, came thru well enough, but at best was not a good cholce for the deuce
spot in the follow-up position to the fast opener. Her corking acrobatic encore
saved the day for her. She should cut out all the talk, especially in the dif-
ficult assignment given her on this layout.

HARRY A, WHITE AND ALICE MANNING offer the same act they did here
about the same time last year, assisted in no small way by those brilliant hoofers,
the Samuels Brothers. Why the five don’t share stage-card credit is beyond us.
The Samuels trio have already clicked by the time the clever team are on for
their Spanish burlesque. The hoke encore is funny almost all the way thru, but
there are moments when it seems they are stralning too much to get lgughs. White
and Manning were warmly ovated and the finish hand accorded the quintet was
anything but indifferent. Ted Healy came on at this interval, pulling big laughs
from the first with his stooges, Sarah Granzow and & German Police dog that
played a smooth straight to the comedian’s clowning. Healy and his misfits did the
chinning bit and an undesignated lad of unusual litheness did some hoofing.

NELSON B. CLIFFORD AND MARIE MARION offered their amusing apron ses~

- glon of crossfire and singing to pleasing returns, Marion still plays the synthetic

dumb Dora and pulls a big sendoff at thé finish with her lightning change to
straight. Thelr material has been improved in many spots.

TED HEALY does a full 156 minutes again, working this time with none other
than Joe Mendi, the chimpanzee who has often held his. own on Palace bilis.
Healy and Mendl are a very funny team; reméarkable how two such excellent
comedians can work so well together without crabbing €ach other’s laughs. Eleanor
Chickee, the red-headed lass whose stepping was Plugged so heavy last week, adds
warbling to her contribution for this session. A colored boy who is a positive
sensation in hoofing gets the benefit of a spot, and the resourceful Healy brings
the Interval to a close by having a fresh-faced boy do card tricks at one side of
the stage, while the stern-visaged face slappers carry on at the other.

HENRY S calls his versatile male ensemble Soldfers of Foriune in their
entirely new offering. This tinle Santrey hits the bull’s-eye. The 16 boys, who
are musiclans as well as choristers, are presented In a round of smartly
routined specialties. These are attractively dressed and superbly staged. Santrey’s
pleasing baritone is heard several times and & lad he calls Harvey Bell stopped
the show twice with his corking delivery in the novel minstrel number. There
are two girl speclaltists, one with a dance burlesque that's worth an important
spot in any show, They finished the first helf in a blaze of glory with a clever
version of Moanin' Low.

JOHN TILLER'S SUNSHINE GIRLS, the troupe that came out of Three Cheers
and other shows, closed intermission and wove thelr clever routines between the
contrasting nonsense of the Healy rowdies. Michael Tripp, who dances far
better than he looks, does two speclalties. After seeing this 16-girl troupe work
one understands why the Tiller name stands for the best in precision dancing.
The Healyized portions of this heterogeneous arrengement embody a revival of the
more appealing bits of last week and plenty of new stuff. The nancified Swick
plays the xylophone smartly and the stooges do enough pratt falls to satisfy
the most exacting of low-comedy enthusiasts. ELIAS E. SUGARMAN,

Y
only real name on the bill, she stopped
the show with her renditions of pop.
tunes. She rates with anyone so far as

Albee, Cincinnati

(Reviewed Sunday Afternoon, March 2)

showmanship 18 concerned, and doesn's
take any dust in vocal prowess, elther.

Jim, the Wrestling Bear, slipped into
the third position. The animal is sec-
ondary only to the two very funny
stooges that work from the audience.
Their face-slapping bit gets the laughs
and the applause.

Danny Small and Company were at
the quarter post. This colored perform-
er, working with a comely Creole lass,
is guaranteed entertainment in any
house. He dances and sings pleasingly,
while the lass, besides furnishing the
s. &., also hoofs in worthy fashion. They
recelved a fine sendoff.

Bayes and Speck, male comedy and
dancing team, waltzed into the next-to-
closing and did well. Their gags are not
of the best by any means, but their ec-
centric hoofing is worthy of the applause
they won.

Lane, Osborne and Chico closed with
a dancing and musical flash. Lester
Lane and Miss Osborhe present some
neat acrobatic routines, while Chico and
his sister do well with the planos and
harps, Rated a good hand as they
bowed off.

A few more laughs would not have
hurt this bill. JOE BOHOENFELD.

Wil Higgie and Girls, sextet of step-
pers, return here after a year's absence
with a slightly altered offering, but with
the wusual amount of entertainment
value. Four girls, flashily bedecked,
breeze thru a quartet of routines in fine
style, and Higgle contributes his usual
good brand of hoofing. An unbilled
blonde drew a fine hand with a com-
bination jazz-acrobatic dance. Filled the
opening spot capably and pulled down
a neat hand at the finish.

Arthur Millard and Minna Marlin got
by okay with their vocal efforts, but
unloosed a flock of old nifties that
clicked just so-so. Miss Marlin worked
hard to appear cute, and succeeded about
25 per cent of the time. A little brush-
ing up on the gag material would bajght-
en the turn considerably. Bowed off to
falr returns

Lew Pollack and Henry Dunn in thefr
offering, Theme Songs, in which they
are supported by two comely blondes,
Alice Weaver and Doris Walker, scored
handily in number three. Dunn runs
thry & liberal string of “themies”, includ-
ing three written by Pollack, in & voice
very easy to listen to. Pollack accom-
penles at the grand. Misses Weaver and
Walker sing a little, dance & little—and
very agreeably, too. Tendered a noisy

reception at the bowotf, and could have
taken an encore very easily.

Joe Laurie, Jr., the diminutive funster,
skipped thru his turn, Just Dropped In,
in his usual inimitable style, and drew
a steady barrage of guffaws with & cork-
ing line of laugh material. Ideally spot.
ted and with a bag of gags that smack
of originality, Joe, Jr., found the sailing
easy. Near the end, Joe brought out his
sister, introduced her to the crowd and
unloosed some more laugh-getters at
her expense. They liked the little fel-
low immensely, judging from the great
big mitt tendered him at the getaway.

George K. Arthur, film comedian, re-
celves the top billing here this week in
a skit, Port Arms, by Al Boasberg, and in
which he is assisted by the Three Aristo-
crats and Jim Baber. A film trailer,
showing Arthur as he appeared in the
flicker production, Rookies, serves as an
opener for the act. The sketch, a mili.
tary travesty, 18 a repetition of the
balled-up drill- business, & hard-boiled
sergeant, and the like, but serves its
purpose and i8 good for & number of
honest-to-goodness laughs. Some good
harmony singing, with stringed accom-
paniment, is offered by the Aristocrats,
after which Arthur steps out for a brief
speech and a bit of singing, the latter
not so hot, He is assisted in his vocal
work by the Aristocrats at the finale.
A thunderous applause brought Arthur
back to spring a few weak wheezes.

3 BILYL. SACHS.

y .
St. Louis Theater, St. Louis
(Reviewed Saturday Evening, March 1)

Frabell’s' Frolics were in the ace posi.
tion. This 18 a splendid variety act of
singing, dancing and wire walking with
a personnel of five artistes. Two girls do
some splendid harmony singing while
Frabell and the two remaining damsels
do some single and trio dance specialties
and some nifty tight-wire work.

Harold Yates and Cooper Lawley wers
next with their repertolre of songs, dur-
ing which they sandwiched in some
jokes and stories. Thelr act dragged at
this show and these boys would fare bet-
ter if they would get & new repertoire
of song numbers. Lawley should dis-
pense with the gestures during his song
and Yates should shortena the piano solo.
Some peppy numbers would show these
boys up to much better advantage as
both have good voices and the ability
to put stuff over.

Robert Emmet Keane and Clair Whit-
ney, assisted by George Sweet in their
well-known comedy skit, The Faker. The
many funny lines and cracks by Keane,
who portrays the role of a pitchman in
fine meanner, has the house in laughter
almost continuously. Miss Whitney and
Sweet are capable performers.

Josephine Harmon, in vivacious man-
ner, put over some fast comedy songs in
resonant volce and then “kidded” around
with her male plano accompanist for
many laughs. She ad llbs aplenty to
good effect and her impression of an

- opera singer was very well done.

Raye, Ellis and La Rue closed the pro-
ceedings.  They have Jjust about the
best dancing act seen at this house in
many a day. The lady -of the trio is
extraordinarily graceful and lithe and
about as light as a feather. The two
men toss her to and fro with an ease
and grace that is amazing. The finale
of their turn, a beautiful acrobatic spe-
clalty, brought down the house. They
are hard workers and finished perform-
ers and really sell their accomplishments
for all they are worth. A fourth mem-
ber of the troupe does a single comedy
dance specialty which he styled Crazy
Elbows, which was excellently done also.
Several entrancing and gorgeous settings
set this act off all the more}

FRANK B. JOERLING.

L3
Golden Gate, Frisco

(Reviewed Thursday Evening, Feb. 27)

The Lee Twins, with six girl assistants,
put on a particularly entertalning dance
act. The twins appear® three times in
diversified dance steps, with tap num-
bers as their best, and add charm to a
series of impressionistic dances in which
the entire octet takes part. Three cur-
tains indicate their reception, Medley
and Duprey in songs and comedy are
a pair of laugh producers who combine
hokum and slapstick in allopathic doses.
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Their best bit iy a collapsing phono-
graph.

Gallarinl and Sister, headliners, got
across in a big way. As accordion artistes
they have a pleasing program. They
register best In an endless number in
which sister plays a saxophone, while
Gallarind shows hig versatility by play-
ing on 10 different instruments, ranging
from & piccolo to a clarinet. AIl he
needs 1s g bass drum to complete a brass
band.

Jack Papper, &  pood-locking young
man with & high-pltched voice, is a
good entertainer. His songs and chatter
get over in a telllng way, but he is not
satisfled to entertain alone. He calls in
Paul Garner and Jack Wolf, g palr of
comics, who sing and do real comedy
stuff for good returns. As a trio they
give real harmony and threaten to stop
the show. E. J. WOOD.

Loew’s Midland, K. C.

(Reviewed Saturday Evening, March 1)

The vaudeville bill is far above the
average seen here and Lita Grey Chap-
lin, as the headliner, will draw full
houses, being & favorite In ‘this city.
George Dormonde and hig girl partner,
talented cyclists, open the bill with a
pleasing routine of comic feats with the
cycle. His partner is fair. Dormonde
kept the house roaring and left them in
mood for the rest of the show and was
sent off with continued appilause.

Jack North, in the deuce spot, put
over some clever song numbers and ex-
ceptional comedy chatter. His work on
the banjo was well received. Bowed off
to generous applause.

Lita Grey Chaplin holds down the top-
lne position and received nice reception.
She 1s assisted by an unbilled male
pianist. Pleasing personality and a
group of popular songs brought very
good returns. The usual curtain splel.

Demarest and Deland, mixed team, of-
fered & comedy act of chatter and sing-
ing. Thelr wisecracks got over for many

laughs. The male partner burlesques at
the plano and fares well. Fair-sized
hand.

Hughie Clark and Company closed.
Presents “Past and Present™ in music,
opening his act with brass band of pre-
prohibition days and closes with modern
night-club settings. An unbilled fem.
offers & few dances that are only fair.
A very good selection of popular num-
bers by the orchestra closed the bill
Continuous applause.

GREGG WELLINGHOFF,

L)
foew’s State, New York
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoom, March 1)

By comparison with last week’s knock-
out show, this week's vaudefilm layort
is a washout, and recelpts at the first
show indicated just that. A so-so vaude.
bill with the feature film, Norma Tal-
madge In New York Lights, in a similar
category.

Grace Smith and Buddies, mixed col-
ored quintet, opened with a fast routine
of singing and stepping, Interspersed
with a bit of comedy byplay. It is a
good tndication when Losw books g flash
as an opener here at the key house.
Bowed off to & good hand.

Le Grohs, mixed trio of contortionistic
and acrobatic dancers, held the deuce
spot with an entertaining routine of
backbends, tumbling and comedy panto.

The act caught on for a clicking hand:

at the finish.

Cole and Snyder, male cross-fire com-
edy pair, return here with their famillar
offering of lisping dialectisms, subbilled
The Director, during which a movie
traller of Charles Chaplin in The Tramp
is Introduced. Pulled a good share of
laughs.

Gus Van and Joe Schenck, male war-
bling pair, halled as recent arrivals from
Hollywood, got the wmost pronounced
ovation of the show, and registered a des
cisive hit with & new cycle of character
and comedy songs. This act is the orly
one whiclh: approaches the standard of
last week. Heavy returns at the finich.

Sid Trecy and Bessie Hay, graceful
dance team, closed with a routine of
terpsichore, interspersed with warbling
and piano music. Their work never ap-
proaches the sensational, but registered
strong nevertheless. An unbilied male
accompanies at the livories.

' CONDE G. BREWER.

Fox’s Academy, N. Y.

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, March 1)

Show of Shows, on the screen, caused
this 14th street house to make this a
full-week show and to boil vaudeville
down to only three acts. Yet those acts
hit it off blg with the crowd, giving
them an hour of thoroly pleasing enter-
tainment.

Bee and Ray Goman Revue, eight
people, made the takeoff a fast and good
one. Above-the-average cast, going in
for nifty and novel legwork, sprinkled
with nice warbling. Routined very well
and dressed beautifully. They use plen-
ty of settings and costumes, all tasteful.
Took thelr bows to loud applause.

Joe Termini, Sicilian rube type, {8 an
old favorite here. They went strong for
everything he gave, and responded with
prolonged returns, earning two encores.
He knows his stringed instruments, and
better still, has the knack of comedy de-
livery. His fiddling is his “ace in the
hole”, and his banjo and gultar work is
good, too. ke

Nina Olivette, from Hold Everything,
heads a 13-people act, All Right, which
is a peach of a full-stage affair. She's
@ great comedy lass, with a keen knowl-
edge of eccentric dancing. The 12 boys
assisting hexr gilve plenty. There's the
two Horman Brothers, who do neat nov-
elty dances, and Charles Strong and
Boys, clever musical and harmony sing-
ing apgregation. An unattached lad Is
spotted for punchy acrobatic legwork.
Everything they did landed. Heavy palm-
whacking rang down the curtaln.

SIDNEY HARRIS.

Loew’s Lincoln Sq., N. Y.
(Reviewed Monday Evening, Feb. 24)

Fair-to-middlin’ layout, coupled with
Paramount feature film, George Ban-
croft in The Mighty brought receipts
on a fair-to-middlin’ scale. Pit over-
tute stalled for time In a serles of inept-
ly played choruses of popular numbers.

The Three Silvers, male novelty acro-
bating outfit, open with an offering of
unusual hand-to-hand balancing, twist
flips and long cross-stage dives by a
light-welght flier. and tap dancing inter-
spersed with tumbling and roller skate
bits. Good tinish hand.

Mpyra Langford, attractive blues song-
stress, who seems to be the lass who
several seasons ago appeared in g two-
act known as Howard Langford and Mil-
dred Myra, deuces it with a warbling
repertory. songs sandwiched with recita-
tive choruses. Garnered a fair reception,

Harry B. Watson and Olga Woods,
versatile comedy team, formerly of C. B.
Maddocks Rubeville Night Club, re-
turned in third position with their fa-
millar two-act, variously subbilled Drop
Inn and A4 Chance Meeting. Their char-
acterized hick proprietor and cabaret
belle, -interpolated with singing, dancing
and mugging panto, pulled good laughs
and & heavy hand at thd finish.

Herman Hyde and Sally Burrlll offer
their w. k. hokum and musical novelty.
Hyde has added a new trick prop. since
last caught. It is a bass viol that flips
its wings, cranes its neck, crows and lays
an egg. Better routining of his ridicu-
lous nonsense should land him solid in
the better houses.

Katherine and Antonio Cansino offer
by far the best act on the bill, closing
with an elaborately staged flash of sing-
ing and dancing subbilled Spanish Vs.
Juzz. It 1s a pleasure to note that their
Spanish dancing is genuine, not Ameri-
canized faking. Their capable modern-
stepping support includes Maurice Good-
ner, Leonie Richter, Hélen Thompson and
Hal Barker. Registered a near show
stop. CONDE G. BREWER.

Premier, Brooklyn
(Reviewed Monday Evening, Feb. 24)
According to Loew standards a very

good show, but that doesn’t mean any-
thing here. It’s a matter of weeks be-~
fore they drop acts at this house; no-
tices to stagehands and musicians are
already in. Attendance at this viewing
should be a heartbreak to any act right-
fully entitled to the name. Less than
one-third of the lower floor filled, and it
didn't lock Iike enough to stage a riot
in the upper tlers. This neighborhood
is suffering more from Hoover's pros-
perity wave than any part of the town,

save possibly the lower East Side. Even
bad cnough to affect moviegoers.

The Iouvan Trio, acrobating boys
dressed in sallor blouses, offered a satis-
fying routine in the opening frame. One
of the allezcoop youths is steady under-
stander. 'He balances his confreres in
various poses and uses a ladder and
perch pole in two-of the numbers.
Juggling bits are interwoven. At one
point they work three high, with the two
toppers mairitaining a steady balance in
a2 head-to-head arrangement.

Harry Anger and Mary Fair had to be
ccntent with the deuce inning for thelr
apron comedy act because of thelr show-
ing rating. In this new turn Anger
plays a dialectic nut and Miss Fair does
gorgeous*feeding. They use an unbilled
glant in several bits. Plenty laughs in
this one, but lots of good business got
lost In the wide open spaces of the
poor house. Miss Fair does some brilef
stepping of -the kind that pleads for
more. Maybe when the act pets shaped
up better they'll elaborate on this com-
mendable feature.

Jack Flynn and Ted Macke, as next
to clogers on this abbreviated show,
found it just as tough as the preceding
comedy affair, but in a different way.
This, too, 18 a new act, and a very good
one for the Loew office. Flynn's work
is not dissimilar to his contributions
toc the unit he formerly headed with Al
Belasco. A comedian of Ingratiating
personallly 1s this zestful lad and he
does a burlesqued nance in fem. rigging
that not only escapes being offensive
but proves very amusing. Macke has a
falr tenor delivery, which he airs in two
numbers, and during the remaining in-
tervals plays up to Flynn’s mirthful
carrying on. They came close to a chow
stop; with a more encouraging audlence
they could have knocked them dead.

Flo Meyers, who herself 1s talented as
well as very sweet and charming, rose
past the encore line in her band act with
the Bon John Girls. The 11-girl ensem-
ble give & vigorous interpretation to a
cycle of pop. {tems. They also sing and
not badly. Plenty of musical specialties
here, with all of them cleverely spotted.
An impressive trumpet finish got them
an encore, this resolving itself into a
warbling ensemble grouped around Miss
Meyers at the grand. This girl unit has
about the best brass sectlon of any one
of its kind. And there's plenty of op-
posish In these parts the last several
weeks between girl bandsters.

ELIAS E. SUGARMAN.

“» -

Keith’s Hamilton, N. Y.
( Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Feb. 26)

Fair five-act layout, tho not up-to the
usual standard for this uptown house.
Recelipts stood at a seliout for this show.
Vaude. portion linked with Un the
Congo, African travelog, and Ann Hard-
ing in Her Privaite Affair.

Clemens Belling and Company, elabo-
rate three-people animal novelty, open
with a comedy routine canine and horse
tricks. The guadruped support consists
of a pair each of 'white spaniels,
dachshund frankfurters and BShetland
ponies. Unbilled boy and girl assist.
Heavy laughs and a g reception
recelved. ~

Three Rolling Stones put over & war-
bling and stepping deucer, in which they
are programed as Gathering No Moss,
and judging from the reception they
are aptly subblilled. Their unconven-
tlonal routine and manner, coupled
with showmanly qualities, got big
returns.

Mary Goss and Charley Barrows offer
a suggestive comedy and flirtation skit,
Good Morning, Lady, interspersing sing-
ing and dancing. Routine has plenty of
blue matter, but they got over big.

Bob Brandles, Patsy Carroll and Lew
Mann hold down the next-to-closer with
a routine reminiscent of Frank Fay,
Patsy Kelly and Lou Holtz: The youth-
ful trio panicked them repeatedly and
rang up & decisive show stop.

Maryland Cgllegians, & musical outfit
togged In Harold Teen costumes, closed
the show. Theirs is an offering of col-
lege jazz tunes, cheers and reminders of
the varsity amateur shows, wherein all
the lads f{lirt with onme of their num-
ber, impersonating a hot-tot-tot flapper.
Got falr returns, tho thelr routine lacks
polish. 2 G. BREWER.,

Keith’s Franklin, N. Y.

(Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Feb. 26)

This evenly spotted six-act layout ran
for an hour and & half, but hit the
entertainment spots only intermittently.
Four new acts on the program, but none
of them will ever reach the lights on
the Palace marquee. One turn has pos-
sibilities to go far, but part of its stuff
is an out-and-out steal from & pop.
legit. production current on Broadway.
This house usually runs seven actg and
is g showing spot.

Walsh and Charland were in the in-
troductory spot with a comedy, dancing
and acrobatic turn. The standard
bearers furnish the hoke tumbling,
while Theresa and Paul slip over tango
and adagioc routines. They didn't go
well here on applause.

Hi-Ho Boys took the deucer with some
neat, tho not exceptional, vocalizing.
Two of the males slng comedy numbers
in the style made famous by Van and
Schenck. One of them overworks. The
planist hag the most pleasing volce of
the three and contributed a great deal
to their good sendoff.

Burke, Mathews and Moru skiddéd
badly In number three with a very weak
comedy skit bullt around an impending
wedding. The idea is old and the ma-
terlal is bad. They recelved a poor hand
on their exit.

Donald Kerr was at the quarter post
in a comedy and dancing turn referring
to Americans looking for Paris divorces,
Kerr works with three comely fems. and
a male, and one bit in his act was taken
almost bodily from Fifty Milllon French-
men. The act would have a good outlook
if not for the swiped material.
good hand.

Willlam A. Kennedy, radio tenor, was
in the fifth position, assisted by Jack
Cohen at the piano. His voice is corn-
fed and hardly strong enough to make
him stand out as a vocal single. He
got a good break from the audience.

Santry and Norton and Melody May's
Bandettes closed In an -extremely weak
musical flash. Santry and Norton do
three dance routines that are hardly
great and are costumed atrociously. The
musical cutfit doesn't rate much better.
The audience was sitting on its hands
at the finish. JOE SCHOENFELD.

Proctor’s 58th St., N. Y.
(Reviewed Monday Evening, Feb. 24)

There 18 & marked improvement in this
tirst of the intacts to receive the full
Eastern time allotted them on Gceorge
A. Godfrey’s books—yet 1t still lacks
that certaln something that would class
it as a top-notch show. Three of the
individual acts scorg high, as they did
even when booked without permanent
allgnment, but there is plenty to be
desired after it is all over. When caught
by this reviewer at its opening the week
of February 1 the afterpiece had not
been set. It 1s tagged on now, but
hardly a piece to rave about.

Jean Rankin and Blue Belles are in
the hello spot with their neat delivery
of pop. melodies, Interspersed with some
solo hoofing and vocalizing. Altho their
tunes are & bit brassy at times, this girl
band rates high as & musical combo.
They drew a fair break In applause.

Mowatt and Hardy, comedy and juge
gling duo, slipped into the second post=
tlon. This act does not fit into this
particular intact. Their gags are far
from belly-laugh inducers, ard the mere
Juggling of hats and clubs is not strong
enough to put them across.

Raynor Lehr tock the center spot, as-
sisted by Shirley Dahl and Willle Cox, &
colored lad, who is bound to stop every
show. Lehr speaks his lines = bit fast,
but his hoofing is sufficlent to cause one
to overlook that, Miss Dahl, who dances
and sings in a hot manner, is the much=-
needed s. &. for this bill. They stopped
the show.

Charles (Slim) Timblin skipped to the
quarter post and took the house by
storm. He Is one of the few comedians
who can keep an audience laughing with
hardly @& letdown thruout the act. He
grabbed top honors.

Dizie Days 1s the title of the after-
piece in which everyone on the bill takes
part, but in which everyone doesn't fit
exactly right. Jean Rankin and her
band play banjos on a benzh rigged out

(8c¢e REVIEWS on pugs 85)
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Houses Exclusively

For Shorts Planned

Educational Films, thru

E. W. Hammons, after 30

houses in leading cities thruout the country to run short
subjects only—success of newsreel theaters paves way

¥'NEW YORK, March 3.—Are mction plctures making an effort to revert to the
days of the 10 and 20-cent admission? ‘This is hardly probable, yet the announce-
ment in the last few weeks of the success of newsreel theaters and the approach-
ing start of circuilts for short-subject projection only has led to much conjecture
by those connected with the inner workings of the film industry. Several months

ago Willlam Fox leased the Embassy
Theater as a newsreel house. Its success,
with a 25-cent top admission at all times,
hag been one of the chief subjects of
marvel of the Iast season. Fox took over
the Embassy on a gamble and the project
has proved so successful that he i1s now
acquiring other theaters In large cities
strategically located as newsreel theaters,

Now comes the announcement that
E. W. Hammons, president of Educational
Flilms, {5 planning a chain of houses
thruout the country for the presentation
of short-subject films only. The plan,
as at present mapped out, calls for 30
theaters of this type located in the lead-
ing citles thruout the country.

The public has shown a vast interest
in short subjects and the major pro-
ducers have educated the film public
in this branch of moviedom along with
thelr long-run pictures. In the silent
days m feature production strong enough
for a long run at advanced price had to
be long enough in length to take up a
full evening’s entertalnment.

8. D. (Since Dialog) the feature pro-
ductions at advanced prices have run far
short of the allotted running time of an
evening's entertailnment and as a result
the first half of any program has been
made up of a serles of varied short-
subject productions.

When movies were in their infancy
the theaters were called nickelodeons;
they have now gone so far as to be
christened "cathedrals”. Along with the
handsome edifices and the advanced
type of entertainment has come an- ad-
vanced admission pfice. Many exhibitors
feel that by eliminating the feature pro-
duction they cut the heavy rental cost
from thelf program and can concentrate
on short subjects and run full two-hour
programs with seven to eight subjects or
less for a 25-cent top, and In some In-
stances & smaller admission fee.

Educational, among the biggest pro-
ducers of short subjects, has'evidently
a definite idea concerning the short
subject’s drawing power and rumors of
independent owners who have been only
able to secure second and sometimes
third runs, planning to follow the short-
subject program idea, are becoming
more common.

Balks at Film Ban

CHICAGO, March 1.—In the fight be-
ing waged for and against Sunday movies
in Evanston, exclusive North Shore
suburb, Mrs. Carleton Randolph, movie
censor, has refused to lend her support
to those opposed to Sunday pictures.
Her stand is regarded with surprise, as
her banning of such films as Bulldog
Drummond and others had aligned her
with the ultraconservatives in the pub-
lic’s mind.

Silverberg New Pathe Mgr.

Phil Relsman, general sales manager of
Pathe, announces the appointment of
Harris Sflverberg as branch manager at
Detroit, replacing H. P. Zapp, resigned,

Chevalier in Chicago

CHICAGO. March 1.—Maurice Cheva-
Iler, Prench screen star, made one personal
appearance Thursday evening at McVick-
er's Theater, where his picture, The Love
Pagrade, is showing. He left for New
York Friday to begin work on a new
talking picture, Too Much Luck., Accom.
panying him was his wife, Yvonne Vallee,
French stage star.

New Chi. Theater Manager

CHICAGO, March 1.—Ray Bruder, who
has managed the Tivoll Theater, South
Side B. & K. house, for some time, has
been made manager of the Chicago, ace
house of the B. & K. Circult. He re-
places Miles Concanion, who goes to the
United Artists Theater, and George
Brandt 1s transferred from the U. A.
to the Tivoll. Bruder started In with
Balaban & Katz just 10 years ago as an
usher at the Tivoll and steadily moved
up thru the various positions to man-
ager.

Sound Pictures Gaining
In Scandinavian Countries

PARIS, Feb. 26.—Sound plcture houses
are rapidly increfsing in the Scandina-
vian countries. No less than 60 exist in
Sweden, 10 In Denmark and seven in
Norway. Sound-film production has not
made much headway, but the Norweglan
firm, Nordisk Tonefilm, has produced
several short subjects and i now at
work on a talkie based on the Alaskan
novel, John Dale, by Einar Mikkelsen,
which will be produced in Swedish, Eng-
lish, Prench and German versions.

The Compagnie Francalse Tobis is in-
stalling sound equipment Iin the Scala
in Lyon, the Majestic :in Lyon, and the
Varletes In Vienna.

Long Shots and Flashbacks

By H. DAVID STRAUSS

NOTE—The opinions stated in this
and need not reflect the policies 0f The

on the editorial page—ED.

column are those of the writer
Billboard, which are expressed

S |

forms of entertainment.

NCE dialog has become the important factor of the screen the
costume picture has once again taken its place among the popular
Several

years ago the costume picture

was much in demand, but after a deluge of several of the same type

from nearly every producing firm,
age dwindling on costume-story

carded as being a hazardous production,

popular demand.

exhibitors soon

found their patron.
and soon they were dis-
without a great enough

days,

However, in the last year, the costume, not necessarily the historical
production, has established itself firmly in production channels. This is
not due so much o the introduction of a diglog as to the introduction

of song and music.

It has been found the average motion-picture audi-

ence will more readily accept a love duet in a costume production than

in stories of modern times.
modern-day

When a duo of lovers broke into song in a
story, somehow it lacked sincerity, and as o rule a titter

followed a romantic double number. The costume production seems to
allow the necessary license that the average audience will accept.

The Rogue Song, which Introduced Lawrence Tibbett, the Metropolitan
Opera star, to the screen. and The Vagabond King, which served as the
introductory story for Dennis King’s screen appearance, are both of the

costume variety.

Both of them seem to have hit the public’s fancy—

particularly Is this true of The Rogue Song, which has been running for
several weeks, while the King production, opened only two weeks ago, bids
fair to run the Tibbett film a close race for honors.

There are numerous old books and plays that would make excellent
screen vehicles with the necessary colorful costumes that are now de-
manded and that can find their outlet thru the Technicolor process, that

seems to be one of the screen’s present-day demands.

Some of them may

be considered mid-Victorian, but still they offer the opportunilty of not
only brilliant costuming, but the added adventage of being transformed
into light operas. For instance, among these will be remembered “Alice
of Old Vincennes”, “Richard Carvel”, “To Have and To Hold", “Janice

Meredith”, and “Audrey”.

The Shuberts and other of the legitimate pro-

ducers have taken several of the old standbys and produced them with

success in @ musicalized form for the stage.

For instance, take “Princess

Flavia”, adapted from Anthony Hope's “Prisoner of Zenda”, which is
3cheduled for the screen at an early date as a musical production from

the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer studios.

Then among the colorful costume light operas of two decades ago
may be found Dolly Varden, whose music is stlll tuneful today and could
easily be aided by interpolated numbers of some of the modern composers
it the original score is considered too antigquated, and they cértainly are
not. What about The Red Fcather, which brought Grace van Studdiford
starring fame? These and many others can no doubt be secured thru the

proper channels.

The costume story will be much in demand during the coming year,
and it no doudbt will be far more advisable to lake a tried siory than
one that has to bg duilt entirely from the ground up.

!

Amuse. Tax

Cut in France

Only moral victory for the-
ater owners—sought aboli.
tion of war-time levy

PARIS, Marchi 3.—The French Chamber
of Deputies has just passed a new law
regulating the State amusement taxes.
While the theater owners and managers
have lost their fight for a complete aboli-
tion of the war-time tax on amusements
and a readjustment of the "poor tax”,
they have won a moral victory In the
present reduction of the State tax and
the appointment of a commission to
study a new form of “poor tax”.

The Statz tax 15 reduced as follows:
On theaters, etc., from 720 to 5 per
cent; on music halls, etc., from 12 to
10 per ‘cent, and on motion-picture
houses from 7.20, 13, 18, 24 and 30 per
cent, to 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 per cent.

The national theaters are freed from
all taxes, and theaters, music halls and
cinemas outfside of Paris will be taxed
50 per cent of the Paris rates.

There is some wuncertainty ag to
whether circuses, concerts and other out-
door amusements beneflt by the new regu=
lations.

Macy Wins Decision

NEW YORK, March 3.—Judge Mitchell,
of the Supreme Court of New York, in
the sult brought by the Racon Electric
Company, Inc., vs. Macy Manufacturing
Corporation, has decided that the Macy
Manufacturing Corporation did not ap-
propriate any alleged secret formula or
design of the Racon company and that
the Macy company is therefore at liberty
to manufacture, sell and use exponential
horns without 'infringement. The suit
charges the Macy corporation with an
alleged unfair competition in trade.

Operators To Walk Out

PORTLAND, Ore—Failure to reach ah
amicable settlement of differences will
cause a walkout of motion picture oper-
ators in small theaters In Western Wash-
ington citles fcllowing a meeting of the
executive boards of union operators in
Seattle and adjacent points. S8ecretary
J. G. Brown, Seattle board. called mest«
ing when the union was advised a num-
ber of small theaters planned to reduce
thelr operators from two to one. The
Portland situation will not be affected.

R. E. Anderson Elected

" Electrical Research Treas.

NEW YORK, March 3.—R. E. Anderson
was last week elected treasurer of Elec-
trical Research Products, Inc., succeeding
F. L. Gilman.

Anderson’s connection with~\yhe com=-
pany dates from April, 19327, when he
jolned it to take charge of accounting
and contractual activities. He
previously been comptroller of the Vita-
phone Company.

Opposite Edmund Lowe

NEW YORK, March 3.—Catherine Dale
Owen has been assigned the leading
femme role tn Edmund Lowe's starring
production, Born Reckless, for Fox. The
blond lady recently completed Such Men
Are Dangerous with Warner Baxter.
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Film World Marvels

At Screem’s Song Hiis

Sound has given new life to song publishers’ business

—maore song hits from

motion piciures in the last

few weeks than in season’s stage successes

NEW YORK, March 3—Where dialog and sound have proved the Waterloo
of pit musiclans in the majority of motion picture theaters. the same element

has been the saving grace of the song-publishing business.

radlo, visiting nights clubs, restaurants
the numerous hit numbers featured by
from some motion picture production.
Hollywood has not exactly milked Broad-
way dry of its song composers, but it
has certainly depleted by many scores the
popular song writers and librettists who
have been eking out a llving, and often-
times @ meager one, via the gong-
writing game.

Listening to\the scores of hit numbers
heard, one marvels at the prolificness
end versatility of these song-writing
genjuses. Where one hif, and somtimes
two, was the outcome of any one writer's
yearly efforts, weesnow find many suc-
cesses emanating from the same com-
poser. Where one song hit, and some-
times two, for a Broadway musical pro-
duction was considered better than a
lucky break, motion-picture productions
have been having more than that num-
ber in ¢ne Lroduction. Thais is all the
more remarkable considering the fact
that there are an average of 10
motion-picture productions to every
legitimate production.

But the song-hit proposition has many
times proved a detriment rather than
an assistance to screen productions.
When the screen first discovered volce
a theme song was considered an abso-
Jute necessity to every production, no
matter whether it was dramatic or mu-
sical, or whether its surroundings or
idea demanded such a musical accom-
paniment. This at the start soon be-
came tiresome to movie fans, who found
only a break in the story's continuity
to allow for a few moments of vocal or
instrumental accompaniment. Now, how-
ever, producers are beginning to take a
different view of the matter, and realize
that there are times when the theme
song is entirely out of place in a certain
production. It took them a great while
to realize it, but that realization has-at
last taken on form. with the result that
the dramatic production is being pro-
duced, m{nus that inevitable, and many
times unnecessary, song number.

In the last year the screen has brought
many popular numbers to the fore—
popular numbers that have made the
song-publishing offices take on some-
thing of the semblance of a few years
ago. Among these numbers are found
Singing in the Rain, from The Hollywood
Revue; The Wedding of the Painted Doll
and You Were Meant for Me, from The
Broadway Melody; Singing in the Baifi-
tub, from The Show <=f ShowsS Love,
from Gloria Swanson’s The Trespasser;
Puttin’ on the Ritz, With You and The
Singing Vaegabond. from. Puttin’ on the
Ritz; The Pagan Love Song, from Sunny
Side Up; If I Had a Jalking Picture of
You, Turn on the Héht and Aren't We
All, from Sunmny Side Up; I'm Following
You, from It's a Great Life; Chant of the
Jungle, from Untamed; Sweeier Than
Sweet, from Sweetie; Happy Days Ate
Here Again and Lucky Me, Lovable You,
from Chasing Rainbowh; I Have To Hdve
You and Aintcha, from Pointed Heels;
Hello, Baby, from The Forward Pass, Tip
Toe Thru the Tulips and Painting the
Clouds With Sunshine, from Gold Diggers
of Broadway; Charming, from Devil May
Care; White Way Blues, from Song
of Broadway; At the End of the Road,
from Hellelujeh; Am I Blue?, from On
With the Show; You're Always in My
Arms, from Rio Rita, Love Made a GyYpsy
Out of Me and A Little Kiss Each Ilgom-
ing, from The Vagabond Lover,” and
Watching My Dreams Go By, from She
Couldn't Say No.

Olsen for “Whoopee”

NEW YORK, March 3.—George Olsen
and his orchestra have been algned to
appear In Eddle Cantor’s starring vehicle,
Whoopee, which Flo Zlegfeld is produc-
ing for United Artists. Olsen and his
boys appeared for a long period with
Cantor in- New York. :

Listening in on the
and the leading hote's. one marvels at
various orchestras. all of them cmanating

Loew Units on

3-WeekHeadway

NEW YORK, March 3.—Altho it had
been Intended originally to book re-
vamped Capitol units into Loew's road-
show houses every flve weeks, a schedule
lald out for Victor Hyde, who is handling
this detail for Loew, reveals that the
trimmed-down presentations will be
launched in the out-of-town vaude-
filmers every three weeks. It was re-
ported around last week that Loew will go
in for presentations in its vaudefilm
houses on a huge scale and that by a
gradual process this form of entertain.
ment will supplant vaudeville, Loew of-
ficlals denied this emphatically.

Suit Over Theater Lease

INDIANAPQOLIS, Ind. March 1—A sult
for $30,000 damages has been filed In
Federal Court here by the Fourth Ave-
nue Amusement Company of Kentucky
against George W. Sipe, of Kokomo, Ind.,
owner of the Sipe Theater there. The
amusement company alleges breach of
contract, stating it leased the theater
from Sipe and- that he has refused to
give possession in accordance with 2
contract dated December 22, 1927.

S |

ARTHUR KELLY, vice-president
and manager of foreign distribution
of United Artists Kelly for many
years was personal representative of
Charlie Chaplin before assuming his
present duties. 3

Massey Is Group Manager

ANDERSON, Ind. March 8.—A4n im-
portant move In local theatrical circles
was made known with the announce-
ment by Harry S. Muller, city manager
of the Publix-Great States, Inc., for this
district, of the appointment of Carols
Massey as manager of the Riviera, Star-
land and Granada theaters here. Palmer,
who for the last three years has man-
aged the local houses, has been pro-
moted to city manager of the Harris-
Grand and Princess theaters at Bloom-
ington, Ind. Massey for several months
has been assistant manager to Palmer.

B.-K. Convention Postponed

CHICAGO, March 3—The convention
of Balaban & Katz executives and sales
force, originally set for today, has been
postponed and will be held at the Drake
Hotel March 10 to 18. inclusive.

AMPA Members Discuss

Salacious Advertising

NEW YORK, March 3.—Declaring that
overemphasis and salaclous advertising
are hurting the moving-picture industry
and that it is an evil which, unless
stamped out, will be the industry's
greatest drawback, Charles Pettijohn,
general counsel of the Hays' organiza-
tion, last week called upon the Asso-
clated Motion Picture Advertisers at
their weekly luncheon at the Paramount
Hotel to see that the advertising done
by’ theaters 18 toned down. Also where
it was necessary that advertising of a
questionable nature be done {t should
be handled in a more subtle manner and
injected in such a way that it would
not cause adverse comment from thea-
ter patrons and better business bureaus
in different cities.

“Motion-picture advertisers should not
forget that movies are the amusement
of the masses,” sald Pettijohn In part,
“and what will ofttimes get by in larger

\ cities Is aistasteful to people in smaller
communitles.”

"Motion pictures are getting -funda-
mentally clean,” he continued, and ad-
vertising should keep pace. People
drawn in by salacious advertising do not
count In the long run, since advertising
of this nature keeps an even greater
number away.”

Evidently referring to 7veports that
Warner Bros. and First National were
withdrawing from the Hays' organiza-
tion, Pettijohn also took the opportunity
to take the trade papers to task for
printing unfounded rumors which he
termed as being “treason to the trade".

He declared that tactics of this kind.

would not be tolerated in any other in-
dustry. This declaration brought open
snickers from the capacity attendance
of the club.

George Bllson, secretary of the AMPA,
replied to Petti{john's remarks by declar-
ing that in his opinion the matter of
advertising was up to the Indlvidual

theater and must be planned to be (n
keeping with the type of people to
whom the theater catered.

Edward L. Klein, president of the club,
announced that the committee ap-
pointed to Investigate the recent adver-
tising affair In St. Louls that created a
general feeling of resentment for the
theater by the city’s various civic clubs
and other recent examples of salacious
advertising was not ready to report.

It is the general opinion of the ma-
Jority of advertisers In the film industry
that nothing can be done to prevent the
independent local theater from advertis-
ing as it sees fit. The best, and only
method, s an attempt to show the vari-
ous exhibitors the error of their ways
and attempt to educate them to the

-benefits of extremely high-class adver-

tising, not without the proper ,punch,
but in keepfng with the -consérvative
tastes of the majority of its patrons.

Smce the beginning of motion pie-
tures advertlsing of features has been
on a low plane. Not because of the
failure of the advertising executives in
many theaters and home offices, but
because a great number of theater oper-
ators have thought it beneficial to ad-
vertise thelr offerings in a manner that
would lead the prospective customer to
belleve he was going to see something
“hot".

Those In charge of the producer’s ad-
vertising have been often criticized for
this condition which in reality is not
their fault. Advertising departments
offer to theaters a series of ads In press
books that they believe to be of the
highest caliber. The cases of where an
ad 15 produced in a press book that is
distasteful to any reader are few.

Exhibitors who check up on their
advertising will find that while salacious
advertising may bring momentary re~
sults, it does a great deal of harm to
the theater in the long rumn.
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After Vaude.

Producers

Short subject offers wide
field for producer of flash
act and his material

19

NEW YORK, March 3.—More and more
vaudeville entertainment 1s going talkles
via the sound shorts. Yet film pro-
ducers are not taking full advantage of
expert vaude. knowledge which they
could have at an immediate command.

The many vaudeville producers have
more or less called a halt to investing
thelr money in acts for the two-and-
more-a-day. The uncertalnty of dates
and low salarles caused them to take
that step. It is & common fact that the
majority of the vaude. producers have
been looking longingly towards the
talkles as a surer means of .income. The
stories that they have been hearing
from their more fortunate friends who
have talkie "ins” have caused them
many a sleepless night in thinking ways
and means in getting the "in”.

Sound shorts have been largely made
up of comedy acts, and now flashes are
forging steadily to the front. Film pro-
ducers sghould know and act upon the
fact that the vaude.-act sponsors have
a wealth of old scripts just packed
solidly with laugh material In their
libraries. That they also know types
and where to get them, and mainly that
they know what audiences want to
laugh a$, 15 a foregone conclusion. Those
singing, dancing and musical acts can
also be made into thoroly entertalning
sound shorts by these fellows.

Among the vaudeville producers now
active In talkies are Max E. Hayes, Gor-
don Bostock, C. B. Maddock and Harry
Sauber. Sammy Lee was one, too, and
he’s won his spurs in spoken-screen cir-~
cles, particularly in handling ensembles.
Then there's Milt Hockey and Howard
Green, who are doing nicely In screen
affairs, Green as an author and Hockey
with Paramount News.

Talkies are all the rage with 'almost
all of the variety producers. That goes
for Alex Gerber, Harry Rogers, Roger
Murrel, George Choos, Lew Cantor,
Meyer Golden, Phil Morris, H. C. Greene
and William Brandell.

If they're given a crack at the talkie
Jold it may be revealed that there's a
Jesse Lasky among them, for Lasky was
originally a vaudeville producer who had
the foresight to see the advantages of
the screen.

Publix, Dallas, Policy
Keeps Public Guessing

DALLAS, Tex., March 1—All {s not so
well with the Publix trick idea of a
split-week policy at the Palace, a de luxe
show house. The first three days, when
the house runs a stage show, business
is good, but it is off when the theater
runs four days with a dark stage. All
plctures showing at the Palace have
been advertised to appear at the Melba
for a week run after a four-day showing
at the Palace. Last week Hell’s Harbor
appeared at the Melba Instead of a
feature from the Palace and it is un-
derstood that The Vagebond King is to
be given a run at the Melba.

The unsettled policy of Publix in Dal-
las has the amusement public guessing.

Quits Censor Board
To Manage Theater

PORTLAND, Ore., March 3.—Dave
Himelboch. chairman of the Seattls
Board of Censors, has disposed of his
mercantile interests and is named as
manager of the Coliseum Theater. The
appointment was made by Earl L. Crabb,
divislon manager of the West Coast
Theaters. Himelboch succeeds H. O
Robertson, promoted to be assistant
Northwest manager.

In Charge of Warner Music

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., March 3—Rob-
ert Crawford, formerly with DeSylva,
Brown and Henderson, has been put in
charge of all musical activities in the
Warner studios. Appointment took ef-
fect last week Immediately after Craw-
ford arrived from New York.
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Presentations

Dropped

By Other Para. Houses

Seven fall from list due

to heavy overhead and will

adopt straight picture policy—business does not war-
rant continuation—only 17 out of 35 houses left

NEW YORK, March 3.—Stage presentations, those ental]ing heavy produc-
tion costs, aré seemingly passe with Publix for usg in its smaller houges. The Cire
cult has taken certaln steps which point with dgadly alm tp the fact that it 18

gradually trying to eliminate the expensive shgWws.
houses In which business has been consistent!y poor.

taken houses off the route to place them
into a straight sound-picture policy,
This will be done with seven maore
houses, beginning March 10, Then the
Paramount, Des Moines, drops ouf, to be
followed by the Texas, San Antonlo;
Baenger, New Orleans, March i4; Para-
mount, Omaha, March 16; Denver, Den-
ver, March 19; Palace, Dallas, March 23,
and the Paramount, Toledo, March 27.

. When the above houses bow out, there
Wwill be only 17 weeks left on the route,
which originally had 35 weeks. The
policy change, it is reported, is due to
the fact that the'overhead involved in
playing the stage shows was entirely
much more than the houses could gross
in attendance. Thus they were con-
sistently *in the red’. The adopting
of a sgtralght-picture policy Is merely an
attempt to put the houses back on their
Teet.

‘Those who govern the theaters’ poll-
cles feel that a straight-plcture policy
does away with practically every ex-
pense. To them, {t eliminates, the pay-
ing of salarles to the cast, stagehands,
musicians.  Almost all of those seven
houses going into sourd will not even
employ an organist,

However, the same number of units
will be sent out from here, but the
playing time is considerahly shorter. It
is more than lkely that & number of
the smaller houses will Jater use vaude-
ville acts. Publix has contracted a great
many of the standard comedy acts, guar-
anteeing them so many weeks. The acts
will most probably work as they do in
vaudeville, without the expensive pro-
duction background,

That talking-picture presentations will
take the place of stage shows In smaller
houses 15 most likely, too, -Paramount
is shooting on the Astoria Jot the presen-
tatlions playzd at the Paramount here.
Now Fanchon & Marco gre making talkle
versions of their revues, Cralg Hutchin-
son is handling it for them at the Metro-
politan Sound Studlos in Hellywood.

It seems as tho good-sized routes are
no more,

Fox Assigns Roles
For New Pictures

HOLLYWOOD, March 3.—Recent Fox
asslgnments for productions to begin in
the immediate future arg Lols Moran to
play the fem lead In Solid Gold Article,
with Bram Fetcher in the leading malg
role. Chandler Sprague will direct.
Lymsden Hare and Frank Albertson have
been added to the cagt of Will Rogers’
starring vehicle, So This Is London.

Olga Baclanova has returned to the
screen and wil] be seen In Alone With
You, which will be directed by Sidney
Lanfield. Arthur Lake will play the
leading male role, with Charles Judelg
and Johnny Arthur in support. The
story 1s from the Collier’s magazine story
of the same name by Richard Connell.

Pathe at Atlantic City

ATLANTIC CITY, March 8—Films of
Commerce Division ‘of Pathe Pictures
has been awarded pjcture rights of the
American Fair to be held here July 17
to August 237. Lincoln G. Dickey, gen-
eral manager of the Auditorium, made
the appointment.

McCormack Juvs. Signed

NEW YORK, March 3.—The contracts
of Maureen O’Sullivan and Tommy Clif-
ford, who were imported from Ireland to
play in John McCormack’s production
for Fox, have been renewed and they
will appear in several Fox productions
in the near future.

This solely conhceyhs the
Quite frequently Publix has

Voice From the Shadows
Bewilders Danbury Cops

DANBURY, Conn., March 3.—Cops
here are off the talking pictures.
Late one night last week two patrnl-
men stood in Wooster Square. Sud-
denly a woman’s cry for help sound-
ed. The policemen passed an anxious
quarter of an hour looking for the
author of the voice.

Some time later they learned it
came from the screen of a near-by
theater. The theater was holding a
private screening and night being
warm exit doors had been left open.

Beacon Remains

An All-Sounder

NEW YORK, March 1.—The Warner of=
fice wi]l not book acts into its Beagon
Theater, ag had been rumored the lasf
several weeks, Winnie Lighfner was un-
der consideration for a special *personal
appearance”™ engagement, but negotia-
tions fell thru and since then the War-
ner Theater executives have declded that
stage attractions for the up-town house
will not be considered any more this
§eason.

Warners After Brunswick ?

CHICAGO, March 1.—Reports are cur-
rent along La Salle street that Warner
Bros." Pictures, Ing., is negotiating with
the Brunswick-Balke-Collender Company
with a view to acquiring the latter’s rec-
ord division. At the local Warner office
it was stated that nothing was known
here of the reported negotiations. To a
Billboard reprcsentative B. E, Bensinger,
rresident of the Brunswick Company,
stated: "I am not in a position either
to deny or confirm the report.”

Celebrates Anniversary

LOGANSPORT, Ind., March 1.—The
logan Theater here Is celebrating the
first anniversary of its opening. It ds
owned by the Fourth Avenue Amuse-
ment Company of Louisville. Western
Eleetric sound egulpment has been in-
stalled. _Hale Houston {8 manager. A
speclal program was given the week of
the anniversary.

J. E. OTTERSON, president of
Electrical Researck Corporation, un-
der whose guidance the great suc-
cess of his company has been realized,
Otterson is credited with being the
father of the idea of manufactur-
ing a smaller and cheaper equips
ment which is now being installed
on a large scale by Western Electric
and Electrical Research engineers.

Two New Long Runs
For B’way Houses

NEW YORK, March 3.—Two hew long-
run pictures come to Broadway next
tveek, The first is Mamba, a Tiflany
production, opening at the Gaiety Thea-
ter Monday evening, March 10, following
in Troopers Three, which completes 1ts
run March 9. The cast includes Jean
Hersholt, Eleanor Boardman, Realph
Forbes and Ferdinand Schumann-Helnk.

The second opening is Tuesday eve-
ning, March 11, when John McCormack’s
first screen production, Song o' My Heart,
has 1ts premiere at the 44th Street Thea-
ter. The cast includes Maureen O'Sulii-
van, John Garrick, Alice Joyce, Farrell
McDoneld, J. M. Kerrigan, Tommy CIif-
ford, Emily Fitzroy, Effle Ellsler and
Andre de Segurola.

Fannte Brice, In her first United Art-
{gts production, Be Yourself, opens gt
the Rialto Theater Friday for & run at
regular prices, following in The Street
of Chance.

Butterfield on Vaecation

DETROIT, March 1~~W. 8. Butterfield,
owner of the Butterfield Theaters Cors
poration of Michigan, left this week for
Pass Christlan, Miss., t¢ resume a vaca-
tion interrupted by recent New York
conventions and busjness in Detrnit,

With Para. Scenario Dept.

NEW YORK, March 3..— Samuel
Spewack and Willlam Conselman have
been signed by Paramount to join the
scenarlo force. Conselman is the col-
laborator of Ella Cinders comic strip,

Christie Completes Year’s

Program Far

NEW YORK, March 3.—~When Shaqm-
rock Alley, starring Charlie Murray, was
compleled an the coast by Christie, the
organization bad finished its 37th and
final two-reel picture In the serles of
Talking Plcture Plays, also ending its
year’s production and at the same time
ending the three-year distribution thru
Paramount.

The pictyre scheduled has been com-
pleted several weeks ahead of fime, and
on that account there will be no produc.-
tion activity for about two months at
the Christie Studio. Howeyer, the story
department, under the direction of Al
Christie, will spend the ejght weeks' lapse
in production in searching for new
material], .

Just how jmportant the shorf subject
hag proyed ‘itself is borne out by the
many stars who elegted to play in
Christlie short subjects during the last

in Advance

year. The list includes Taylor Holimes,
Ford Sterling, Marie Dressler, Loujsc
Fazenda, Charlle Murray, Lois Wilson,
Charles Grapewin, Anna Chahce, Ray-
mond Hatton, Sam Hardy, Raymond
Griffith, Johnny Arthur, James Gleason,
Bert Roach, Will King, Buster West and
Polly Moran.

Among the leading featured players
appearing in Christle productions were
John T. Murray, Vivian Oakland, Lucille
Webster Gleason, Jason Robards, Roy
D’Arcy, Dot Farley, Tom Kennedy, Mabel
Forrest, Frances Lee, Walter Hlers, Jimmie
Harrison, Lorraine Eddy, Harrison Ford,
Wanda Hawley, Ruth Taylor, Jack Luden,
Frank Rice, Adrienne Dore. Geneva
Mitchell, Carme] Myers, Kathryn Ma-
gulre, Walter Long, Helen Millard, Al-
bert Conti, Billy Bevan, Ernest Wood,
George E. Stona, Yola D'Avril and Helen
Mehrmann.

Form Co - Op.
Film Company

Joseph P. H ena?;erry heads
production organization—
players already signed

NEW YORK, March 3.—The first co-
operative picture-producing gompany is
being formed on the Coast under the
name of Joseph P. Henaberry Produc-
tions. If the company makes money
the actors get pald, if it is in red they
will at least have had the pleasure of
hearing their own volces on the screen.

Arrangements have reached such a
formative stage that the pictures will
be produced at the Metropolitan Sound
studios and the actors who have agreed
to work on the co-operative pian include
Henry B. Walthall, Dorothy Burgess,
Leatrice Joy, Roland Drew and Alan
Hale, all of them with quite Yormidable
reputations.

Harold Shumate, former production
head for Gotham Pictures, is the com-
pany’s chief scenarist. ¥He Is the author
of The Lover Trader, which Is to be the
first production,

Henry B. Walthall has been heard on
the talking screen and is a {finished
player whethier in siient or dialog pro-
ductions. Dorothy Burgess scored heav-
ily in Fox's first all-outdoor production
In 0Old Arizona. Leatrice Joy proved
something of a disappointment in First
National A Most Immoral Lady, her
first talking production, while Hale and
Drew gre rather unknown quantities on
the talking screen.

While the players are willing to work
on the co-operative plam, nothing has
been sald concerning stagehands, elec-
tricians, scenic artists, make-up men
and technictans.

Fields Wins Honor Award

REGINA, Sask. March 8,—Manager E.
P. Pields, of the Moosejaw Oapitol, is
proudly exhibiting a bronze plaque
awarded him by the Ezhibitors’ Herald
World, New York. The award is made
on two main requisites, the acoustical
congitions in the theater and the sound
reproduction of the equipment. The in-
scription on the plaque reads: A mark
of honor hag been awarded this theater
for the high quality of its reproduction
of sound pictures by Ezhibitors' Herald
World.” The Capltol, Moosejaw, is the
first theater to recelve the award in
Western Canada,

Probing Fay’s Theater Fire

ROCHESTER, N, Y., March 3.—Evi-
dence in the alleged Incendiary fire
which damaged Fay's Theater, down-
town fllm house, to the extent of 8§35,
000 Mm January, was ordered presented to
the April grand jury by Supreme Courd
Justice Alfred J. Rodenbeck after a pre-
vious grand jury had falled to act on it.
At the same time the justice denied the
releage of Edward Harding, night watch-
man, whom the grand jury failed to in-
dict. Fay's now ‘ig, being rebuilt at a
cost of $60,000 by A. A. Fenyvessy, owns-
er of the building, who said the lease
between him and’ Edward M. Fay, of
Providence, B. I., operator pf the thea-
ter, had not been altered.

Play Date C.—h;nge.d

NEW YORK, March 38.—The New York
Strand, known as the Mark Strand be-
fore it was taken over by Warners, will
in future play its feature productions
a week In advance of the Beacon, the
new Warner uptown house, and the
Brooklyn Strand. Fermeyrly the three
houses have been playing the same
feature day and date.

To Vote on Sunday Movies

BUFFALQ, Mayrch 3,—Voters of Akron,
N. Y., will decide at the polls this month
whether or not movies will be allowed to
operate on Sundays after 2 p.m.

Viennese Composer Here

HOLLYWOOD, March 3.—Richard Fall,
Viennese composer, has arrived here to
write the musie for Beatrice Lillle's Fox
Movietone revue, The London Parade,




Plays Vs. Originals

Cause Controversy

Dialog productions of former silent filins seem to be
okeh in larger cities, not so good for small-town ex-
hibitions—many stage plays on coming schedules.

NEW YORK, March 3.—The status of the original story for the screen against
the story adapted from some play or novel stands about three to one in favor

of the stage story or novel.

those that have already been done for the screen as silent plctures.
is gaysing rather a severe controversy among exhibitors.

reproducing with dlalog of stage play or
novel already done for the sllent screen
seems to be ckeh, byt in the smaller
citles 1t {s- causing the exhibltors no
end of worry. In the smaller towns the
exhibitor Is forced to draw from the
same patronage day ip and day out and
it has been found that the fans as a
yule wlll save their extra spending money
for the days on which productions not
formerly made as silents are shown.
Given their choice in a week’s fare they
will pick the production never seen in
preference to the dialog production of &
former silent film.

The idea of producing the former
silent drama as a talking picture will
continue for at least two years, accord-
ing to statements from production ex-
perts, who belfeve that within that time
the repeat material will have been used
up and that there will then follow an
immense demand for original screen
material,

It has heen found that the reproduc-
tlon of stage plays for the screen in
many Instances has not been thoroly
successful and that a new method of
writing must be developed for the talk-
ing screen play. Even stage plays that
have been vast successes have fallen
flat asg dialog productions, and among
some of the best of the dialog produc<
tlons of the last year were those made
from original storles or from novels,
with the dialog written by studio con-
structionists.

However, in the last vote of Film
Daily for the 1Q best plctures of the
yeay six were made from plays and four
from oflginal stoyies. Of the six adapta-
tions three had been produced for the
silent . screen. rhey ~ were Disraeli,
Madame . X, “Bulldog Drummond, with
Rio Rita, The Last of Mrs. Cheyney and
Gold Diggers of Broadway making up the
other half of the sextet. The four orig-
inals that wefe in the 10 best honor
roll were The_  Broadway Melody, Hal-
lelujah, The Cock-Eyed World and In
Old Arizona. Other original gtories that
werg well up in the running were Drag,
Thunderbolt, Flght, Shopworn Angel,
Weary River and Sweelie.

Within the ne%t few months there are
numerous film productions from stage
plays scheduled for release, They ins
clude Song of the Flame, Bride of the
Regiment, Other Men’s Wives, Sin Flood
and Back Pay, from First Natlonalj
Anna Ohristie, Redemption, The Song
Writer, The High Road, Remote Control
and Romance, from Metro-Goldwyn=-
Mayer; Fatal Wedding and Common Clay,
from Fox; Journey's End, Resurreciion
and Muster Antonio, from, Tiffany; The
Big Pond, Queen High, The Sgp From
Syracuse, Dubarry, Rafles, Whoopee, Upr
stairs and Down, The Swan and The
Lummoz, from United Artists; Litile Ae-
cident, from Universal, and Song of the
West, Golden Dawn, Hold Everything,
Green Goddess and Sweet Kitty Bellairs,
from Warners.

Film Factory in Havana

HAVANA, Guba, March 1.—A new and
up-to-date {ilm factory has been erected
in one of the suburban divisions of
Havana. It i8 known as the B. P. P.
Pictures and will devote itself to making
pictures in the Spanish language.

The president of the company ls Ar-
thur De! Barrio, wealthy young Cuban,
His brother, Frank, Is treasurer. Ramond
Peon, formerly connected with Pan-
American Pictures, {s general manager.

W. E. Installations

NEW YORK, March 3 —Western Elec-
trlc sound installations have jumped to
4912, Of this number 3,575 are in the
United States and 1,337 In the foreign
field, The number of review room in-
stallations is now 183,

Many of the plays scheduled for the next year are

This method
In the larger cities the

Studio Voice Coach
Signed by Metro

NEW YORK, March 3. - The studio
voice coach 4s the latest wrinkle in talk-
ing pictures and the Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer studio is the first to introduce
such an officlal to its singing and talk-
ing players.

Dr. P. M. Marafiotl, teacher of many
Metropolitan opera and concert stars,
has been engaged In that ‘capaclty. Dr.
Marafioti coached Gloria Swanson for
The Trespasser several weeks before that
picture was started in proditction. He
has also coached Grace Moore, Gertrude
Lawrence, Julia Culp and other noted
artists.

Survey Shows 22_,—624«
Mbvie Houses in U. S.

NEW YORK, March 3-—The Hays or=
ganization has made a survey of the
motion picture theaters in the United
States and reports that there are now
22,624 showing motion pictures, either
sound or sllent. Manv leaders In the
flim industry have placed a conservative
estimate of 15,500 as the number, but
this is exceeded by more than 7,000 by
the Hays census.

It 1s of surprising interecst to note that
in the survey Texas stands fourth in the
States with the largest number of thea-
ters with 1,179. New York State is first
with 1,733, Illinols second with 1,286,
Ohio third with 1,247, Texas fourth and
Missouri fifth with 1,060.

Blaufox With Columbia

NEW YORK, March 8.-Jay Blaufox,
former exploitation and theater pub-
lcity man, has been named asslstant to
Hank Iinet, director of advertising and
publicity of Columbia Pigtures. Blaufox
in his new job will haye charge of all
detall work of the Columbla press office,

Movre Office Space

YORK, March 3.—Columbia’s
New York and New Jersey exchanges
have acquired additional space in the
Film Center Bullding on Ninth agvenue.
Expansion due to additional sales and
office force required to handle the dis-
tribution of Columbla’s product in this
area,

New Title for “Swan”

\

NEW YORK, rch 3.—One Romantic
Night is to be the'release title of Ferenc
Molnar's The Swan, starring Lillian Gish,
with  Conrad Nagel, Rod La Rocque,
Marie Dressler’ and O. P. Heggie in the
cast. Paul Stein directed the production
which is now completed and ready for
release,

Para. B—uys Play

NEW YORK, March 3—Paramount has
purchased the screen rights to the stage
comedy, The Sap From Syraeuse, by John
Wray and John O'Donnell, which wi'l be
produced -in the East Coast studlos im-
mediately after the completion of the
next Chevaller production. No cast as-
signments yet.

In Sennett Comedy

NEW YORK, March 3.—Nick Stuart,
Nina Quartero and Edward Earle have
been added to the cast of Educational’s
Honeymoon Zepgelin, starring Marjorie
Beebe, Daphne Pollard and Vernon Dent.
Mack Sennett 18 producing the comedy.

A. M. BOTSFORD, director of ad-

vertising and publicity for Publix
Theaters, who heads one of the
largest theater publicity staffs in the
theater world. Botsford is a gradu-
ate of Williams University and for
several years afterward worked on
the stage as a juvenile. He is con-
sidered without a peer in the film
and theater field as a toastmaster
and after-dinner speaker. Bestdes
all this he is one of the most capable
publicity and advertising directors in
the film industry,

'

Jannings Speaking
English in Films

NEW YORK, March 3.—Those Germans
are up and at it agaln. Not satisfied
with having taught the American pro-
ducers something in the way of camera
angles, they are now producing films
with English dialog.

Ufa Productions here has recelved a
cablegram from the home office an-
nouncing six 100 per cent English talk-
ing pictures. They are Heart’s Melody,
Love Waltz, I'mmortal Vagabond, The
Last Company, The White Devil and
Blue Angel,

The last named stars Emil Jannings,
ang {t i said that since Herr Jannings
returned to the Fatherland he has made
an intenslve study of English, with the
result that it is rumored he will return
to America within a few months to ap-
pear In dlalog films here, perhaps under
the direction of Josef von Sternberg.

Mary’s ‘Next for U. A. .

NEW YORK, March 3.—Mary Pigk-
ford's next United Artists production will
be Forever Yours, Benjfamin Glazer Is at
work on the original story which will go
into production immediately after its
completion.

New “Topics” Series

NEW YORK, Mareh 3.—A. J, Van
Buren announeces the beginning of a
new Topics of the Day Series on a bigger
plan than the preceding group. Pathe
will distribute the new series that will
be produced on the West Coast as all-
talkle.

Benny Rubin’s Next

HOLLYWOOD, March 3.—Hot -Curves
will be the title of the next Benny Rubin
production for Tiffany. The story is by
A. P. Younger and Is centered around
a baseball game.

Yelez in “The Storm”

NEW YORK, March 3.—Lupe Velez
has replaced Layra LaPlanie in Uni-
yersal’s production of The Siorm. Wil-
llam Wyler will direct, with Willlam Boyd
in the leading male role.

S ——Y

Lowell Sherman in Lead

NEW YORK, March 3.—Radio has
signed Lowell Sherman to play the heavy
in Hawk Isiend, which will go into pro-
duction at once. Betty Compson. Ray-
mond Hatton and Hugh Trevor are also
in the cast. The play is by Howard
Irving Young. George B, BSeitz will
direct.
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Finish First
Beecroft Film

Incandescent lights are
eliminated for the first
time in sound production

NEW YORK, March 3.--Beecroft Pro-
ductions, Inc., has completed its first
all-talking picture titled Kiss Me.

The preduction was made in the
Gramercy studios of the Radlo-Victor
Company on East 24th street here and
is the first production in which incan-
descent lamps were abandoned since the
advent of talkies. The more brilllant
sorcalled ‘““hard lights”, which sound ex«
perts claimed could not be wused far
sound plcturgs on account of “carbon
nqises”, served their lighting purpose
the same as In the former silent pro-
dactlons.

The story of the first Beecroft produc-
tion is from the pen of Robert R. Snody,
with dialog and lyrics by Harry G. Smith
and music by Hugh Altkins, Larry
Rosenstock and Dinty Maore. Carl
Edouarde, formerly musical director of
the Strand Theater, handled the baton
on the production. Olive Shea, Forrest
Stanley, Donald Meek, Alice Hegeman,
Joan Burdelle, Terry Carroll, Rita Crane
and Sally Mack head the cast,

The plcturc was made under the
supervision of Chester Beecroft, promi-
nent in the picture Industry since its
ploneer days and recently production
chief of the Cosmopolitan -and Marion
Davles productions.

New Vita, Varieties

NEW 'YORK, March 3.—Pa @Gets a
Vacation, a Potter comedy; She Who
Gets Slapped, with Tom Dugan, and
Paper Hanging, with Johnny Arthur,
ere the Vitaphone Varieties fust com-
pleted in the Vitaphone stern Studios.
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EARN THIS AND MORE

BIG PAY~FASY WORK-SHORT HOURS
Blg demand now for motion plcture
projectionists—in theatres, schools, in-
dustrial motion pictures or for spare-
time entertalnments! y
Our complete home study course
qualifies you In a short time for
blg pay and fascinating work.

FREE BOOK shows you how

you can easlly and quickly bee

come an Expert Motion Pioture Op-

erater or Cameraman, Commerpial

Photographer or Phntovl?lplgher.

Send for it TODAY-—NOW!
NEW YORK INSTITUTE
OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Dept, H-827,

8 West 33rd St.,
New York Cltr.

Now! 853:20

TALKING PICTURE
TURNTABLE!
Atgachable to any  Projector,
16 mm. or 35 mm. Geared to the
film. 33 1.3 revolutions. Ball

bearing.

Send for Bass Bargaingram No.
200. argains in Cameras—Talk-
ing Picture Equipment—Frec.

-

CAMERA COMPANY
179 W, Madison St., CHICAGO

OLL TICKET

10,000, $5.00; 20,000 $6.50; 50,000,
"7 Ts11,00; 160,000, "s16.00,
Above Prices for One Color, One Copy.
; Copy Changes, $2.00 each.
Extra Colors, 25¢ l::n.ch Ry 2,00 ot

Orders accepted, half cash. balance C.
tickets printed to order. All F. O. B, New York.

¢ B ilding,
S. BOWER ‘50002 Ve Totn Street.
Ticket Braacb. NEW YOREK.



23 March 8, 1930

PICTU

Billboard

S IN NEW YORK

“White Cargo”
(W. P. FILM CO., LTD.)
At the George M. Cohan Theater

Several seasons ago Earl Carroll pro-
duced this Leon Gordon play for the
legitimate stage. At that time it was
considered rather daring. Owing to cer-
tain restrictlons placed on American mo-
tion picture producers the Hays
organization White Cargo passed into
the limbo of things forgotten cine-
matically. But the W. P. Film Company,
Ltd., of London, an English producing
organization, saw in the Gordon play a
possibility for an out-of-the-ordinary
talking picture and it was rushed Into
the Cohan Theater after the sudden de-
perture of Ruth Selwyn’s Nine Fifteen

. Revue last’week, leaving the house dark.
The New York presentation is made thru
Captain Harold Auten, New York rep-
resentative of the Britlsh producers.

Now the question arises is White
Cargo a pgood screen vehicle? Histri-
onically, that is from the standpoint of
characterization and production, it Is
excellent, 'Fvom the standpoint of light.
Ing it 1s terrible, .and from that of
tempo it i{s almost lethargic until the
last few reels. From the standpoint of
its booking possibilities it 15 limited, for
there are things censorable that have a
nNecessary bearing on the plot and the
idea of ralscegenation, In spite of its
African atmosphere, will not be tolerated
in Southern 8tates. In the play we
might have looked upon Tondeleyo as
a hsalf-breed of any mixed parenthood;
in the picture, however, she becomes &
Negress whose father was white. This
certainly will not alleviate any mis-
cegenation attitude of Southern .States,
or even some of those above the Mason-
Dixon line.

In epite of this these English players
Who have been selected for the various
roles prove them¥selves one of the best
all-round groups of actors yet seen in a
talking film. Each one glves a definite
portrayal even to ’'the smallest role.
Leslle Faber is perfectly cast as the
brutal, sarcastic and, at times, sardonic
Weston, while Maurice Evans, as Lang-
Tord, gives a characterization that will
stand among the best of the .past year.
Tondeleyo is excellently handled by
Gypsy Rhouma, & miss who somehow
reminds one of Myrna Loy.and vet man-
ages to attain that Indefinablé some-
thing that stamps her an artist. Then,
too, in & minor role is Tom Helmore. as
Worthing, who makes his entrance just
a few moments before the close of the
plcture, but in those few moments
stamps himself as a Jjuvenjle to be
reckoned with on the talking screen.
‘With American producers seeking new
talent for the screen it would be well
for them, to take a look at thls chap.
who, while not one of the handsomest
on the screen, has & decided screen per-
sonality and an excellent manner of
delivery.

White Cargo has the Gold Coast of
Africa as: itg Jocale. There, ou & rubber
plantation, with the damning element
of - heat, damp rot and lonesomeness,
come Englishmen to look after the
English company’s business. They soon
become slovenly In sappearance, dirty
physically, finally losing thelr bhodles
and then their souls thru the debili-
tating surroundings. Into this muck
comes & young man who i warned of
the company's danger. Its lack of wom-
an companionship finally leads to a de-
basing marriage to a . Negress in an
effort to break this longing for a mate.
Anxious to rid herself of him she glves
him a slow polson, only to have the
company’'s former superintendent dis-
cover it and force her to drink the fatal
potion, with the boy being sent back
to civilization. There is much talk of
8sex starvation. and things that will, no
doubt, make it rather hard to place the
picture except in the larger citles,

The picture was directed by J. B.
Williams and A. W. Barnes, with RCA
recording, The recording {s excellent
except In a few sequences where Weston
is unintelligible; no doubt due to
speaking too loudly while too. near
to the “mike"”. However, this is by far
the best dlalog production yet reaching
America from the English studios and
speaks well for future productions.

H. D, STRAUSS.

“Woman Racket”
(M-G-M)
At Leew's 83d Streer
Tt i not hard to sce ¢hat this pro-
ductlon was jnsptred by the legitimate

procluction. Rroad:wray, The original
story has Dbeen changed but lttle and
whrt  esditions  have been  made are

not for the productlon’s good.

Tow Moore, Blanche Sweet, Sally Starr,
Joht Mi jan. Robert Agncw and Tenen
Holtz are included in the cast. Blanche
Sweet s not shown to any special ad-
vantaze and a careful study of her voice
recording should have been made before
anyr shooting .was actually done.

The story 3s that of a copper’s wife
who Jeaves im to go back to the night
club racket, where she was a singer bé-
fore her marriage. The bad boy of the
night club. Miljan, gets things his own
way until he tries to steal away to Chi-

. cago with Blanche's girl frlend who is

working the club at her friend's request.
Action starts popping with Moore final-
ly subduing the whole bunch and win-
ning back the little wife. Parts of the
production are superfluous and down-
right silly. A great deal of the produc-
tion could have been cut out and made
a decided improvement.

Sally Starr i{s just falr and is not the
big bet M-G touted her to be in the be-
ginning, Blanche Sweet sings one song
that bum recording ‘very nearly ruins.
Moore as a cop Is about the most con-
vineing of the lot, with Miljan a closg
second. QGreat for the grinds. J. F. L.

“Let’s Go Places”
(FOX-MOVIETONE)
At the Roxy

If the public {s not satlated with
storles dealing with backstage life then
the motion plcture reviewers “certainly
should be. No doubt the public is be-
ginning to feel just a little disgruntled
with the numerous, storles of this type
that are being thrown at them. At the
start there was a certaln novelty and
with the development of sound and dia-
log It seems as if the scores of scenarists
hanging around the West Coast studios
could display a little more orlginality
than efforts of this type convey.

As no doubt is already surmised, this
1s another story of backstage life wrlt-
tfen by Andrew Dennlson with dlalog
and continuity by Willlam XK. Wells.
While the backstage settlng has been
shifted to rehearsals for & talking plec-
ture and the various numbers interpo-
lated  into such a production, the idea
is still the same and practically a copy
of nearly all the others that have gone
before. The Immense arcs and Kllegls
used In making plctures take the place
of the foots and spots.

However, this production has at least
attempted to treat the story from &
comedy angle and If one is willing to
forget the inconsistencles of a so-called
musical farce and forglve: the stage 1i-
cense that is sometimes exaggerated by
the screen. there are a few sequences
that may prove rather enjoyable. How-
ever, a8 a whole it is just another the-
atrical story with & different cast play-
ing the varlous roles

The story follows the usual beaten
track of farce comedy, with an artist
filred from his job hecause he wants to
spend more than his allotted hour for
lunch learning theme songs for pictures.
Seeking employment, he meets a pal
who knows the boy has & voice, rushes
him to Hollywood under a foreign name,
and he makes good. That was expected.
But there is a foreign opera star bearing
the same name also en route to Holly-
wood to seek fame in the movies, and
naturally there ls the case of mistaken
identity, the usual far-fetched fibs and
the exaggerated complications that en-
sue in a story of this type. The real
opera singer’s wife appears upon the
scene, with the pseudo-star flame
misunderstanding, as usual, and giving
him back his ring. But all ends happily
as such farces should

Charles Judéls, excellent farceur anqd
comedian that hc 18, has the rolc of thc
rcnl opera singer, and while it {8 a small
part it 1s made the stellar role of the
picture by the periect finesse of this
excellent character artist. Lola Lane
makes an attractive heroine and Joseph
Wagstaff is the typlcal musical comedy
juvenile. Sharon Lynn, deserting her
vamp roles, gets a lot out of a small

comedy role, while Frank Richardson
scores & real triumph as the boy’s busi-
ness manager. Walter Catlett and Dixle
Lee are also In the cast.

The direction was handled by Frank
Strayer, while a word of praise for Dan-
ny Dare's dance ensembles is certalniy
not amiss. H. D. STRAUSS.

“Hello, Sister”
(SONO ART PRODUCTION)
At Loew’s New York Theater

Olive Borden and Lloyd Hughes in 2
thoroly entertaining production that is
worth a good many laughs and has
enough suspense to make the audience
squirm in their seats wondering what is
golng to happen next. Olive Borden
plays the granddaughter of a very rich
man, who, before his death, makes a new
will that the girl must be a very good
lttle lady and not make any whoopee
for slx months after he is dead. If she
breaks the will 2 group of nefarlous as-
sociates gets the business. To the great
alarm of the associates. the girl is a very
nice young lady until the last night,
when the young man she has fallen for
confesses that he Is the junior member
of her grandfather’s lawyers and was sent
In to keep her stralght. The boy loves
the girl, but won't marry her because she
has plenty of money. The girl sets out
to break the will and does so affer a wild
night. The boy stops her too late and
they are married after she has lost the
money. The end of the story comes
when they are told that there was a
codicl] to the grandfather’s will, and she
gets the money, anyway. The boy can’t
divorce her because she is rich and, any-
way, what's a milllon or so dollars when
you love the girl?

Some very amusing scenes are photo-
graphed that are worth many laughe
from the sma'l-town Aaudlences," espe-
clally. The fact that this production
opened at the New York is no sign that
it isn’'t so good. Many worse have played
at the de luxe houses. Step on it with
everything you have, Mr. Exhibitor, be-
cause it will please, and In a big way.

JAMES F. LUNDY.

“Undertow”
(UNIVERSAL)
At the Colonv
Mary Nolan’s latest Unlversal produc-
tion is far below the standard of her

“first vehicle, released several months ago.

It cannot be sald that it 1s altogcther
the fault of the blond lady that this
production lacks so much that Shanghai
Lady had. 8he Is In the same type role
of her first production and turns In
fully as good a performance. The main
trouble lies in the direction and scenario
end of the praduction. £

Jchuny Mack Brown plays the leading
male role, with Robert Ellis as the heavy.
These three players comprise the whole
cast and would have turned In a falrly
decent job were it not for the fact that
the dialog 18 cut o the bone and leaves
the audience guessing what the greater
part of the production is about. The
directoring of Harry Pollard leaves &
great deal to be desired.

The story is that of a girl who marries
a lighthouse keeper after throwing down
the boy's boss, and after her marriage
the boss keeps them well 1golated in an
effort to break the couple up to meet
his own ends. The boy loses his sight,
which the boss discovers, and forces the
girl to accompany him ashore. The girl
rezlizes her mistake and returns to the
lighthouse to find the boy has regained
his sight, after he beats the boss up and
proves to himself that the girl is on the
level.

Director Pollard would have the cus-

“tomers belleve *here is & great stofm rag-

ing around the lighthouse when one can
very well see the water ig "like the old
family millpond on a very still day.
With a little effort he could have made
it & very good production. Mary Nolan,
Johnny Mack Brown and Robert EIlls
are very convincing in the different
roles assigned them. Mary Nolan is
particularly good, especially in a role
ihat will not make her very popular to
any audience.

The sound and dialog record very well.
With a half-way decent scenario and di-
rection this might have been, a mighty
good program. Plcture screening time,
86 minutes. JAMES F, LUNDY,

“Slightly Scarlet”
(PARAMOUNT)
At the Paremount
Evelyn Brent returns to the Para.
mount fold to appear with Cllve Brook

An this production, adapted from the

novel by Percy Heath. The story is one
in which both of the players are well
at home-—a crook melodrama that is
filled with some good action and which
carries an interesting tho trite plot to
a happy end.

Two crooks start out to get the pearls
of an American millionaire who with
his famlly fs trylng to make the soclal
whirl on the Riveria at Nice, if therc
is one. The crooks, Brook and Brent.
are working apart and do not know for 2
time the other’s ambitions. The glrl's
gang 'hoss tells her that Brook is a de-
tective and the girl gets leery of the
boy, tho they have fallen in love with
each other. They meet as the girl has
just finished robbing the safe and admit
their affections for each other, and after
returning the pearls shoot the bad man,
played by Paul Lukas, who threatened
the girl with death.

-Eugene Pallette, comedian well remem-
Hered In The Virginian, plays the comic
role in this production to a standstill.
This boy can adapt himself to any
sort of role and do more than justice to
himself. He saves the action a number
of times in this production with a some-
what” weak part.

The production has two directors,
Louise Gasnjer and Edwin Enopf. It
seems as if one good director could have
made & much better production than
these two boys have in their collabora-
tive attempt. They have in several in-
cidents balled the plot up to a pretty
bad mess, One director would never
have had the trouble that the two have
had. Maybe Paramount has so many
directors that it doesn’'t know what to
do with them and 15 working them in
teams to eatn their salary. Certainly
there is5 no other reason for the ‘team
in this case.

The sound is okeh and this production
will play nicely. It hasn't a great deal
to recommend it, but on the other hand,
there is nothing that can be said to dis-
credit it, tho it could have been made
into a much better release. As it is
it i6 just so-50. Screening time 70 min-
utes. J. F. LUNDY.

“Song of the West”
(WARNER BROS.VITAPHONE)
At the Warner Theater
A Technicolor talkie, made from the
operetta, Rainbow, by Laurence Stallings,
Oscar Hammerstein IT and Vincent You.
mans. It is disappointing entertaipment,
yet a spectacle of beauty. The seeming
heavy production costs mean naught, as
beauty alone, without a story Interest,
cannot make for worth-while fare. It
only runs 76 minutes. but seems much
longer. This is so thru its being drawn
cut by @ steady displdy of plcturesque
views and listehing to considerable
singing. As a special run attraction, it
{8 out of place. Will just about hold its

own as & falr programer.

The talkie lacks reslity, mainiy the
fault of the direction. Story is sup-
posed to happen during 1849, yet the ac-
tion is modern for the most part. It's
amusing to see & group of gambling
house girls go thru an ensemble dance
a la 1930. Cast 1s & good one, tho they
all show to poor advantage in trying to
make the most of an unwleldy story.
John Boles and Vivienne Segal lead the
cast, and their beautiful pipes can't do
& thing wilth the poor repertoire of
songs.

Joe E. Brown shows up the best. He
has a role that he makes real, and to
him !5 given the comedy assignment.
His stvle 18 delightful. To hear him sing
The Bride Was Dressed in White is the
one feature of thc picture. Then there’s
Sam Hardy, whose second entrance calls
for his being shot and klilled. - Others
given sm=all and poor roles are Marie
Wells, Marion Byron, Eddie Gribbon, Ed-
ward Martindel and Rudolph Cameron.

You might lke to know what the
would-be story 1s about. It concerns the
days of 1848, during the gold rush and
invasion of the West. An unjustly dis-
missed army captain trles for a come-
back, but gets in deeper water when
he accidentally kills his enemy, Ho.also



Billboard

REVIEWS OF THE LATEST

March 8, 1930 23

gabbed off a heart affair with tho
colonel’s daughter. But he escapes, with
the gal sticking by him. They wed and
open a gambling house. After many silly
situations, the.outcome has Boles, as
the army captain, reinstated. Sadness
creeps in at the finish when Joe E.
prown gets killed for his pal, Boles.
Ray Enright did the directing and
in many instances it was poor. Con-
gensus of opinions heard at the finish
ruled that Song of ithe West is a Keen
disappointment. SIDNEY HARRIS.

“A.Lady To Love”
(M-G-M}
At the Capitol

Another talkie made from a successful
stage play. 4 Lady To Love is based on
the Sidney Howard play, They XKnew
what They Wanited, which five seasons
ago had & run of more than a year on
Broadway. The “canned” version has
not been so successful in making the
most of the deep pathos and rich humor
existing In the story. However, it holds
up as a thoroly enfertaining program-
mer, one that will provide much enjoy-
ment thruout 1{ts lengthy S0-minute
running time.

It’s a hodgepodge of situations, keep-
ing the audience bewildered and guess-
ing. One minute you consider a player
a hero and later you think him a cad.
Then there is thoro suspense, for it is
hard to guess how the picture will end.

The picture is Vilma Banky's first all-
talkie, and the charming blond screen
star imbues her role with thoro realism.
Her slight accent is thought nothing of
because her part allows for it. Then
her dramatics are superb and ever grip-
ping. ‘Thruout the entire picture, the
one shining Ilight is Edward G. Robin-
son. This veteran stage artist portrays
his part as tho it were tallor-made for
him. His Italian dialect is perfect, pro-
viding a steady stream of laughs thru
beautiful dellvery.

Then there's Robert Ames, also from
legit., who does nicely with a role that
is hard to make out. Altho Henry Ar-
metta has a small part, he handles it
excellently. He also helped conhsiderably
in providing laughs. Other lesser roles
were nicely taken care of by Anderson
Lawler, Lloyd Ingraham, Richard Carle,
Gum Chin and George Davis.

Story is laid in the Napa Valley of
California, where Robinson, as a wealthy
Italian, resides. He seeks a young wife,
and thru correspondence finally gets
Vilma Banky. His friend, Ames, did the
mail courtship, tho unknown to him
Robinson sent his photograph instead of
his own. At the time she arrives, Robin-
son is serlously injured. Even tho she
learns that Ames is not the suitor, she
bears up enough courage to marry Rob-
inson. For the first few months of her
marriage she finds happiness in secret
love meetings with Ames. He leaves,
tho, and while he is away she gradually
comes to love her husband. Ames re-
turns to cause her unhappiness. The
fadeout has her telling Robinson of the
affajr they had. Ames goes away, and
the seemingly unmated pair fondly em-
brace.

The original story had certain risque
parts which have been omitted from
the picture. Victor Seastrom directed,
and could have done better.

SIDNEY HARRIS.

“The Soul of France”
(PARAMOUNT)
At the Ideal

In order to be able to export its
full quota of film Paramount is required
to import a certain footage from France
that was produced in that country. This
is one of the French productions Para-
mount hag brought over.

Happily, however, this production is
not as bad as a great number of its
Predecessors and can be played to a fair
degree of success In small-town houses.
It is filled with lots of the war hokum,
which 18, in this case, enlivened by the
actual injection of war shots. The story
Is full of actlon and while broken In
parts is all that 18 demanded by the
grind audiences that love their actlon.

The story is that of & boy who deserts
the army and flees In disgrace to re-
enlist under another name when war is
daclared and win the honors, forgiveness
and girl in the finale. There are several

moments of dramatic suspense that are
sure to click with the mobs, and, while
there is no dialog, the sound recording
is very good.

Exhibitors contemplating booking this
production should not be afraid of it,
as they are of other foreign productions.
The photography is good, even brilliant
in spots, and the continuity is well con-
veyed. J. F. L.

“Qfficer O’Brien”
(PATHE})
At the Hippodrome

The title and the fact that Willlam
Boyd is starred immediately lets you in
on the ground floor that Officer O’Brien
is onc of those "he-man” talkies. It's
only an average programer, hut one that
kids and actlon-seeking adults go in for
in a big way. As it 1s all about crooks
and police officers, plenty of shooting is
brought in. A few more pulls of the
trigger might have killed off all the
principals. Love Interest exists also, but
briefly.

This Boyd fellow usually gets roles

-calling for the wearing of a uniform,

but not in this one. No need for it
because he’s a lleutenant of the detec-
tive division. Boyd is sure glove-fit for
all “those two-fisted roles. The casting
couldn't have been done better. Shar-
ing acting honors with Boyd are Ernest

Torrence, who is ever-superb; Dorothy
Sebastian, Clyde Cook and Ralf Harolde.
Lesser parts are capably portrayed by
Russell Gleason, Paul Hurst and Arthur
Housman.

Story doesn’t mean much, for it is just
like the rest. Has Boyd as an amhitious
member of the police force, with Dorothy
Sebastian as the charming incentive
Her brother i{s on the force, too, tho just
a beat pounder. He attempts to testify
against a gang leader, but is killed in
doing it. He took the stand against the
wishes of his sister, who later becomes
embittered against Boyd because he first
encouraged the kid to talk. Boyd then
takes the “get your man” attitude. He
does so, but the gang leader holds the
trump card because he knows Boyd's
father is a crook. Boyd still holds out
to do his duty, but almost gets killed
in doing so. His father saved him by
killing the gunman, but was killed him-
self. The girl returns to her lover for
the fadeout.

Cast capably handled lines. Tay Gar-
nett did nice direction of the Thomas
Buckingham story. SIDNEY HARRIS.

BENJAMIN DAVID, better known for
4ils booking acts for presentations, se-
cured & judgment recently for $300
against Dolores, Eddy and Douglas, pop-
ular act in the deluxers. He sued them
for commissions due him.

Sound Shorts
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The best and most economical way to
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the Littleford Horn Tower with Flaring
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and has an adjustable height of from 12
Angle irons 27x2”x3-16” form
It is strongly reinforced
by gussets at e)ach corner—the tower is
Colson

ball-bearing swivel permit of easy move-
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Approximate time required for erection
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501 East Pearl Street,
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George Washington
(FITZPATRICK)

STYLE—Biographical picturization,

TIME—Eight minutes.

A biographical sketch of George Wash-
ington, “the father of our country”. It
is one of the James A. Fitzpatrick "mod-
eled In clay” series. This is an Interest-
ing short, made so by the subject and
the process by which it is portrayed. A
male speaker relates, In good speaking
volce, the highlights bf Washington's
life, which are deplcted by the clay
models.

You might keep this in mind to book
for the week previous to Washington's
birthday. Or it might be used on any
holiday celebrating an event in which
Washington was concerned, such as In-
dependence Day, July 4. It will give
that patriotic feelilng whiclhh patrons so
much desire. S. H.

Georges Carpentier
(VITAPHONE 3761)

STYLE—Revue in three scenes,

TIME—Eight minutes.

Here's a sure-money bet for your pro-
gram. A "name” in a thoroly enter-
taining sound short. It's a revue In
three scenes labeled Naughiy But Nice.
There's no forgetting Georges Carpentier
as a fighter. Remember when he was
light-heavyweight champ of the world
and then fought and lost to Jack Demp-
sey for the heavyweight championship?
As an actor, Carpentier packs just as
much & punch as when he was a pug.

Short 1s a cleverly written one and
has been treated excellentiy. First scena
has Carpentier neatly warbling 7/ Love
to Walk, She Loves to Walk, followed up
by his hoofing with a 16-girl ensemble.
Next has Carpentier and a girl slinging
the French lingo in a skit seemingly
naughty. The ‘last scene 1s given over
to the same skit, but done in English.
It's done to show that there is nothing
suggestive in it. The skit i3 a very
amusing one. Entire short is done as a
backstage rehearsal. This may be part
of the scencs of Carpentier cut from
The Show of Shows.

Will more than satisfy on any pro-
gram. S. Hw~

“Wild Waves”
(COLUMBIA)

STYLE—Mickey Mouse Cartoon.

TIME—Five minutes.

These Mickey Mouse animated car-
toons put out by Walt Disney are ever
amusing. Wild Waves is no exception.
It's possessed of all laugh-compelling
stuff. With the very funny drawings,
clever sound effects and catchy musical
score you can’t help but laugh.

This short has Mickey Mouse as a
lifeguard. He plays the hero rolc when
he swims out to rescue one of the oppo-
site sex. It’s really mirthful to see those
huge waves cast them about. A large
animal audlence Is on the beach to
applaud when he brings the fair maiden
in. Thelr kissing finish is a wow.

A tasty morsel for the most partitular
programs. 8. H.

“Seeking the Heavyweight
.
Champion”

(SPORT WORLD)
STYLE—Pugilistic novelty.
TIME-——Thirteen minutes,

An Interesting sound short, just for
those who are keenly interested in the
fight game. It's all about heavyweight
hattlers, so it 1s up to you to decide
whether your patronage is made up of
enough sporting element to warrant ita.
use. Has Joe Humphries, old-time an-
nouncer, gabbing with another fellow at
the takeoff about the .good old fight
days. Then shots are shown of the mod-
ern fighters to show that they are just
as good as the oldtimers.

While shots are shown of the high-
lights of many famous heavyweight en-
counters, an unseen speaker relates
things the spectators should know. The
photography is good and so 18 the talk,

(See SOUND SHORTS on page 25)
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Theaters Planned

BONESTEEL, S. D.—The Woodman
Building iIs being Bxansformed ingo a pic-
ture theater.

BUTLER, Pa.—Erection of. the new
Harris Theater is progressing, and com-
pletion of the house is expegted soon.

CADILLAC, O.—A new theater will be
erected here soon and J. M. McGimm
will be tn charge.

CHIOAGO—RKO plans
4,000-seat theater in the
shortly.

DANVILLE, Pa.—The M. E. Comerford
chaln will erect a new theater here
shortly. Plans for _construction are now

under way.

to bulld a
Loop distrfct

DEERING, Me.—Deering Theaters, Inc.,
wili build a 8100,000 theater here.

DOTHAN, Ala. — Contstruction has
been started on a new theater here. The
project will total an expenditure of
876,000, and the house will seat 1,000,
J. C. Wadlingtén, C. V. Crawford and
R. C. Richards have leased the theater.

ERIE, Pa.—A new theater, to be known
a8 The Warner, will be built here shortly.

GALESVILLE, Wjs. — The Galesville
Amusemant Company wili convert a local
bakery building into a plcture house.

LAGRANGE, Ga. — Work has been
started on the new Lam Amusement
Company house. The theater will cost
$100,000, and is scheduled for comple-
tion about July 1.

LIBERTY, Kan—A 100-seat theater to
cost 860,000 will be erected here,

MILWAUREE—The Butterfly Theater
is being torn down to make way for the
new Warner $1,500,000 house.

MISHAWAKA, Ind.—Plans for the

‘ erection of a theater here have been an-

nounced by Bruce Godshaw and LeRoy

Alexander, representing the Indiana Fed-

erated Theaters’ Corporation. The build-
ing will be a four-story structure:

OAKLAND, Calif.— The Paramount.
Publix interests are to erect a theater
here to cost $1,500,000. It is expected
thiat the house will be ready within 18
months.

PASADENA, Calif—Preliminary nego-
tiations for the erection of a $1,000,000
theater by the Fox organization are un-
der way, it is yeported. The architect's
plans call for a seating capacity of 2,600,
with stores and lobby on the ground
floor of the building.

PRESCOTT, Ariz.—A new theater {s
beipg built here.

RAPID CITY, S. D.—A new theater
costing $1,000,000 will be buily here by
the Black Hills Amusement Company
this spring. Seating capacity will be
2,000.:

SALEM, Mass.—A 2,000-8eat house is
being erected here for Publix. The open-
ing is scheduled for April,

YREKA, Calif,—Contract for the con-
struction of the new Broadway Thesater
bhas been awasrded. The house will cost
875,000,

Theater Alterations

ALLIANCE, O.—The Ideal Thedter has
been closed to undergo redecorating and
installation of sound equipment. It wi]l
open, after the alterations have been
made, with an all-day-grind policy.

BROOKLYN—Contingntal Theater Ac-
cessories have e¢ntirely equipped the New
Windsor Theater, and the house will
open shortly.

CHILTON, Wis.—The new owners of
the Princess Theater are remodeling the
house and installing sound equipment.

LONCG BRANCH, N, J~—Walter Reade
will spend $250,000 for remodeling the
Brpadwsy Theater,

LOS ANGELES—The Beverly Fairfax

Qutdoor, Amateur

Hard Tickets.

FOR EVERY FORM OF AMUSEMENT--Indoor and

Reserved Seat Tickets.
LET US FIGURE ON ALL YOUR

or Professional.
Season Coupon Books,

Roll, Strip or
Also

Theater is being remodeled, Harry War-
ren, its manager, advises

PLAINFIELD, N. J. — Approximétely
$15,000° will be spent in remodeling the
Plainfield Theater.

ST. LOUIS—The lMogley Theater has
been closed for repairs.

STEVENSVILLE, Mont.—The American
Theater is being remodeled and sound
equipped.

VANCOUVER, B. C. — The Empress
Theater will be enlarged shortly at a
cost of approximately $15,000.

Theater Deals

AKRON, O.—A C. Stachler has sold the
Park Theater to O. Montesano and D.
Ranelre.

CLINTONVILLE, Wis—Frank Kohl has
taken over the Palace Theater from Dahn
Bros.

COLORADO BSPRINGS, Colo. — The
Tompkins Theater Company has taken a
10-year lease on the Strand Theater.

ELY, Nev.—Bert Riddick, part owner
of the Capitol Theater, has acquired the
ownership of the Rex Theater from P. W.
and Walter Hull.

GREENWICH, Conn.—Bratter & Fol-
lack, owners of the Pickwick Theasater,
have taken charge of the Greenwich
Theater, now dark,

JOPLIN, Mo.—Fox West Coast Theaters
has purchased the Hippodrome Theater,
it is reported.

TETRTIRC IS

EUGENE, Ore.—The Colonial Theater,
near the campus of the University of
Oregon, has been acquired by W. B. Mc-
Donald, a veteran exhibitor of that city,
and George H. Godfyey. The deal, which
involves some $30,000, includes a lease
or. the theater and equipment for a
number of years, and carries with it the
obligation to make the theater one of
the most modern tplking-picture houses
in Oregon. New talking equipment wijl
be Installed and the house will be
opened under new mnnugemenq March 9.

GULL LAKE, Sask —Coney and Tyler,
of Tompkins, Cun,, havg purchased the
Lyceum Theater and Herbert Tyler will
be in charge of the house,

LADYSMITH, Wis—The Upique Theas
ter has been taken over by George Mlner
from H. W, True.

MADISON, Wis—The Madison Theater
Cempany has purchased the Parkway
Theater from L. K. Brin.

NEW YORK—The Bergen Theater has
been’ purchased by D, Gorman, who is
reported to be planning to take over the
Milbourne Theater algo.

N

NORWOOD, Minn.—Herbert and Vic-
tor Lindert have acquired the Crystal
Theater, and will inaugurate a policy of
pictures twice a week,

NYACK, N. Y.—In an exchange deal,
Bratter & Pollack have taken the Rock-
land Theater from Fox for their Em-
pire Theater, Rahway, N. J.

PHILIPPI, W. Va.-—Howard Leary has
acquired the American Theater from
John Seamone.

PORTAGE, Wis.—The Home and Por-
tage theaters have been sold tg the Por-
tage Theater Company by L. K. Brin,
Wisconsin theater owner.

SENECA FALLS, N. Y.—Thc State
Theater, Waterloo, N. Y, passed into the
hands of the Seneca Falls Theater Com-

pany, Inc., last week by purchase. B. B.
and M. J., Gustadt were the former own-
¢rs. Harry E. Jenner was named man-
ager.

e ——
SPENCER, W. Va,—The Robey Theater
has passed into the hands of a yeceiver,

SPRINGFIELD, O—The Majestic Thea-
ter, an old down-town movie house, has
been leased for 20 years to Phil Gleich+
man, of Cleveland, operator of a chain
of theaters, with headquarters in Cleve-
land and Detroit. The lease which was
obtained from the Schulte United De-
partment Stores, owners of the building,
is effective August 1, 1830, and 875,000
will be spent in completely remodeling
the house, according to Gleichmen.
Present lessee Is }the Chakeres-Schine
Amusement Company, which operates
four other theaters in thig clty.

TYRON, N. C—The Strand Theater
has been acquired by W. T. Culpepper, of
the Carolina Amusement Corporation.

‘ Theater Openings

GREEN BAY, Wis—Fox's new 2,200~
keat theater was opened February 14. The
thouse is of Spanish atinospheric design,
and managed by Fred Brown, who con-
ducts also the circult’s Strand, Colonial
and Grand theaters in this city.

REOPENINGS

BEVERLY, N. J.—The Bever-Lee Thea-
ter will be reopened shortly by Jake Fox,
sowner.

CADOGAN, Pa.—The operation of the
Cadogan Theater has been resumed by
its owner and manager.

DAYTON, O.—The Gem Theater has
been reopened.

e

KAUKAUNA, Wis—Following exfen-
sive alferations, the Colonial has been
reopened with talkies.

MADISON, Wis-—The Grand Theater
has reopened as a talkle h‘ouse.

A

MONTREAL, Que.—The Princess Thea-
ter, which was equipped with sound and
a glant screen recently, was reopened
February 19 with feature talking pic-
tures.

NEW YORK—The Daytona Theater
will be reopened soon by Boris & Stern,
its new owners.

PLAINFIELD, N. J~J. C. Henry, thea-
ter operator, who recently took over the
Cameo Theater here, will reopen the
lhouse shortly.

—_— /

8T. LOUIS, Mo.—The Midlayn Theater,

formerly Empress, has been reopened.

STELLARTON, N S.-—After being
closed for several months for alterations
and repairs, and also the installation of
a sound system. the Jubilee Theater was
formally opened last week.

T.‘heater Staff Notes

CHARLES RAYMOND has succeeded
H. H. Maloney as manager of Loew's
Midland Theater, Xansas \City, Mo.
Maloney was transferred to Loews State
Theater at Cleveland, O.

GEORGE D. OVEREND has been
transferred from manager of the Broad-
way Theater, Memphis. to manager of
Warner’s Theater, also Iin Memphis.
Phelps Sasseen succeeds Overend at the
Broadway.

HERMAN CLAMAN has been named
manager of the QOlympia Theater, Chel-

sea, Mass., to succeed Joseph .J. Sulli.
van.

SUE SMITH has been promoted
Warner Bros. at Dallas from genera]
clerk to assistant cashier.

JACK WARNER has been appointeq
assistant manager of the Imperial Thea.
ter, Newton, N. C,, under G. G. Mitchell,
manager of the house.

W. T. CULPEPPER, an official of the
Carolina Amusement Corporation, has
taken charge of the management of the
Carolina Theater, Ellzabeth City, N. C.

JOHN C. SMITH, manager of the
Portland Theater, Portland, Ore.. has
been moved to the Granada, San Fran-
cisco) as manager. Smith will be syc-
ceeded at the Portland house by Ted
Gamble, formerly district manager of the
Universal theaters in the State of Wash-
ington.

JOHNSCON J. MUSSELMAN, manager
of the Liberty Theater, and H. Whepley,
manager of the Indland Theater, both
of Terre Haute, Ind., will be removed
from their positions due to the changes
in the management of the Terre Haute
holdings of the Fourth Avenue Amuse-
ment Company of Louisville, Ky. Earl
Hall Payne, at Dresent manager of the
Kentucky Theater, Lexington, Ky., will
assume the management of both houses
upon the removal of the above-named
meanagers.

HARRY 'JONES has been appointed
manager of the Plaza Theater, Trenton,
Mo.

FREDERICK FULLER KISLINGBURY,
French theater manager for Paramount,
will succeed W. Floyd Smith as manager
aof the Melba Theater, Dallas. Smith hag
been placed in charge of the Aztec Thea-
ter, San Ant.onio

FRANK P. STANTON, manager of the
Park Theatey, Middleboro, Mass., has re-
sipned.

J. A. OGLE heas assumed management
of the Capitol Theater, Naghviile, Tenn.

SAM COHEN,; well-known. exploitation
expert, nas been placed in charge of
publicity gt the Orpheum Thegter, Port-
land, Ore,

CORWIN COLLINS has been appointed
assistant manager of the Kelth Theater,
Cleveland. He was formerly connected
with the management of & Kelth house
in Ol City, Pa.

LEO HAGERMAN was last week trans-
ferred from the Prince Theater, Pitts-

burgh, to manage a theater in Ambridge,

Pa.

WALLACE JAMES, former manager of
the Wausau Theater, Wausau, Wis., was
appointed district supervisor for Fox re-
cently. He has been succeeded at Wau-
sau by Richard Honeck

E. B. SHAFFER has taken over the
managerial reins of the Crystal Theater,
Graffon, W. Va,

J, C. ZIEG, of Mernha, Neb,, has beep
appointed manager of the Merna Thea~
ter there.

FRED EKNILL, for the last flve years
booker for Warner Bros. in Denver, has
taken over the management of the Paris
Theater, Santa Fe, N. M.

A. LAWTER has assumed his duties as
assistant manager of the Rivoll Theater,
Muncle, Ind.

V. D. WELKER, known in the theatri-
cal world as “Bud” Welker, has been
named director of publicity and exploi-
tation of the Aztec Theater, San Anfonio,
Tex. For the last eight years Welker was
associated with the Interstate Amuse-
Yfent Company in various capacities
ranging from publicity director to that
of assistant manager of the Majestic The-
ater, San Antonio. The Aztec recently
was Ieased by Pyblix.

N. V. GASTONGUAY, manager of the
Orpheus Theater, Halifax, N. 8., 11l for
severgl weeks, has returned to his duttes.

JOHN KILEY, owner and operator of &
theatér in St. John’s, Newfoundland, has
returned to St. John's after a trip to the
mainiand which included stops in Halis
fax, N. 8., and 8t, John, N. B. While
cn the matnland, Kiley arranged .his

(See STAFF NOTES on page 36)~
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SOUND SHORTS
{Continued from page 23)
shows parts of the scraps between Jack
Dempsgey and Jack Sharkey, Dempsey
and Gene Tunney, Sharkey and Tom
Heeney, Heeney and Jack Delaney, Max
Schmeling and Pauligo Uczudin, and
Dempsey refereeing the fight between
Phil Scott and Von Porat. . H.

“Neighbors”
(UNIVERSAL)
STYLE-—Comedy.
TIME—Twenty minutes,

This 18 an entertaining short com-'

posed of the usual kid antics “Sunny Jim”
generally indulges in. The story centers
about the father and mother inviting
the kid’s father to dinner during which
the young fellow talks too much, which
results in a]l the leughs.

Sunny Jim s getting entirely too old
to be given the parts he has been ag-
signed in the recent past. The problem
now confronts Universal of either secur-
ing sultable stories for the boy or drop-
ping him altogether., It's an eveh bet
that he will be dropped. J. F. L.

Giovanni Martinelli
(VITAPHONE 204).

STYLE—Operatic singing

TIME—Siz minutes.

Here's & short that will go big any-
where. When reviewed it was recelved
with deafening applause. which is rather
unpsual. It as not merely courtesy ap-
plause, but appreciation. * Giovanni
Martipelll, tegor of the Metropolitan
Opera .Company, Is surefire for “canned”
fare. In this short he works alone to
sing without a halt for six minutes.

He takes on the singing of Celeste
Aida, one pf the chief erlag from the
opera Aidg. Such beayutifyl singing and
excellent dramatics are absolutely rare,
thus. thoroly appreclated wher viewed,
The recording was perfect. If you closed
your eyes, yoy would fhink you were
heuzn;g him *“in the flesh”,

Don't think this is too “arty” for your
program, A performance such as Mar-
tinelll gives is always enjoyable.

“Spoockeasy”
(COLUMBIA)

STYLE—Animated Cartoon.

TIME—Eight minutes,

A Krazy Kat Cartoon in which the kat
does all the old gags with the spooks
that areg In the Columbla gag book.
Despite the many repetitions of former
tricks that were pulled in other cartoons
of this type the short i enterteining in
{ts entirety and is worth any first run.

Semehow, the squeamish tricks thet
ghosts do ocayse the customers many
laughs and the musical accompaniment
in this one helps it no little. Columbla
has got into the habit recently of pro-
ducing some mighty good short featyres,
¢specially the animated ones, and this is
no exception.

Sound perfect. J. P L.

STAGE SHOWS
Roxy, New York

Von Grona, g Rothafel discovery, who
startled New <York last year with his
individualistic and impregsionistic bal-
let work, repeats his most popular ef-
fort at the Roxy this week as one of the
chief features of the stage show. The
number ig titled 7The Spirit of Labor
and s presented by Von Grona alone.
Agalnst & white background with a large
spotlight placed in the foots Von Grona
goes thru a series of gyrations symbolical
of machinery as it starts its work and
dies down at the end of the day. Of
course, the excellent timing of the ham-
mers, pulling of chains, whistls and
bugz saws off stage lend vastly to the
illusion, The original bit was as much
of a hit at the first show Friday as it
was on its premiere presentation about
a year ago.

One of the most brilllant scenes of
the show Is Snowjflukes, & ballet in
which the Roxyettes and the members
of the Roxy ballet appear with Patricia
Bowman doing the solo daneing. The
coloring of the setting contrasting
against the costumes is ‘the outstanding
feature of the scene.

Then, too, there s another brilllant
scene titled A Pilgrimage, a scene pre-
sented to Bohm's Cavaiing that wijl
long linger in memory. The pilgrims are
seen climbing a mount, where as they
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Deck musical numbers. Three restau-
rants and a confectionery store inserfed
an appropriate card in all their menus
and special counter Jack Osakle sundaes,
etc. A hotel tleup was made by placin, ﬁ
calling slips in the key boxes In al
down-town prominent hotels announge
ing the coming feature picture. Another
tteup was made with the Western Unlon
Telegreph wlth specinl messages sent to
ted list and a large facsimile of

Your own Speclal Ticket, any color,

SPECIAL PRINTED ROLL TICKETS

“THE BIG TICKET AT THE SMALL PRICE"

every roll

Five Thousand, $3.50

Write for prices on larger quantities, also for prices on

FOLDED MACHINE TICKETS

COUPON TICKETS FOR PRIZE DRAWINGS, 506, §7.00.
Send Diagram for Regerved Seat Coupon Ticket Prices. Siste number of sets dealred, serial or dated.

NATIONAL TICKET CO.

SHAMOKIN,

Ten Thousand, $6.00

PA.

JECTORS, M.
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WRITE

verythln‘ for the Theatye.
FOR CAT

' MOVIE_SUPPLY CO.844 WABASH AVE.CHICAGO.
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P. CAMERAS, GENERATOR BETBAN I!.BP!(]BCTING ABG

CABINETS, PORTAB]

D SUPPLIES,
B,

FREE ALOG

break into prayer-song a cripple throws
away the crutches that aided him to the
top of the mount. Beautifully done,
‘The last scene, Lazy Louisiana Moon,
Walter Donaldson’s latest composition,
publioly presented for the first time, in
a Southern setting, 15 as individual and
as different as any of the preceding
ones. Mildred Byram and Willlam

. Robyn have the solo parts in this scene.

H. D 8,

Paramount, New York

Nikita Balieff and his Chguve Souris
revue 1g the only attraction this week at
the amount., The production that
has played all over the world to-many
people is completely lost in the vastness
of the Paramount.

This revue was scheduled for an in-
timate theater and loses much of its
attractiveness in a house of this size.
Not only is the revue lost in the house,
but it is miles over the movie house
type audience. Balleff himself speaks
but little English and his cast sings and
speaks In Russlan. There are many folk
dances, a burlesque on the Italian opera,
Volga Boatmaen Song, farces, and last~
ly the Parade of the Wooden Boldiers,
which this group of-artists created. The
last act on the bill is well worth the
price of the entire show. The s&inging,
while allen to the American ear, is tune-
ful and characteristic of the Russian
peasant. The girls in the revue are very
pretty and put to shame the American
chorus girl, but still the revue is not
in its proper setting in a movie house.

The booking of this plece smacks
largely of Boris Morros, head of Publix's

muysic department. In getting it on the
Publix Time he has done something for
the American audiences that they will
neither appreclate nor patronize., 8till
it’s a good show for the real class
houses and may draw some there.

J. F. L.

Capitol, New York

The feature of this beautiful and en-
tertaining stage show, Color Rhythm, is
the return of Dave Schooler as m. 6.
after an absence of several weeks. He
was ‘welcomed back to the fold by loud
applause on entrance. The show 18 re-
splendent In gorgeous settings and cos-
tume, bearing out the *“color” part of
the title. The “rhythm" ig capably
brought out by {he Chester Hale Girls,
Specialties are broughs in by June Carr,
Small Brothers and Winifred and Mills.
The show was preceded by a 16-minute
overtugre of M-G-M ‘theme songs by
Yascha Bunchuck and the Capitol Grand
Orchestra.

Dave Schooler held up as nice a5 ever
in his m, ¢. assignment. He also-con-
tributes a tap dance and a masterful
display of ivory tickiing. His carrying
on with June Carr garfered many
Jaughs. She is a clever little jass, who i3
strong on comedy and stronger at Jeg-
work. Winifred and Mills tickled the
risibilitles galore with their familiar
Chinese coolle and darky sallor act.
8ock solos and ensembles were plentiful
in the danoing of the three Smasll
Brothers. They are corking steppers.
There's no forgetting the Chester Hale
Girls. Thelir numbers were one long
delight. 8 "

Exploitation Tips

The Billboard will be glad to receive and publish accounts of explois
tatiod stunts or ideas that exhibitors have found successful.
your communhications to H. David Strauss Motron Picture Edutor, The
Billboard, 1560 Broadway, New York,

Address

HIT THE DECK (Radlo)—Exploltatlon
records are no sooner made by Sammy
Cohen, RKO Orpheum publicity director,
Portland, Ore., than he turns around
and immediately breaks them, For
three weeks before the openlng day of
Hit the Deck papers carried advance
publicity and teasers calling attention
to Hit the Deck coming to the theater.
Tieup was made with U. 8. Navy local
recrulting office for the use of 50 double
“A” board signs located on the most
prominent corners. In addition & special
U. 6. Navy night was held, bulletins
being sent out by the local recruiting
office and announced In direct-by-mail
literature on the picture. This was fol-
Jlowed two nights later with a marine
night, those in marine uniform being
admitted. Connec¢tion was made with a
big combination cigar, drug and market

‘concern, which distributed 5,000 Hét the

Deck heralds to all its customers.
Among these envelopes were scattered

-musie.

some 75 theater passes. The firm also
co-operated with the theater by plug-
ging the show In the store’s advertising.
Tieup was made with the big Meler &
Frank Department Store, which dis-
tributed 20,000 Hit the Deck heralds
thruout the store and displayed large
poster cutouts at some 10 entrances to
the store. Irving Sklare, manager of the
muesic department in the store, put in
a strong musical plug with the theme
songs and experienced a sellout of sheet
Other music stores also had
specia] displays of record and sheet
music. One of the ex-navy gobs in
uniform carried two large cards thru
the streets, department stores, res-
taurants and hotels, the signs reading:
“I am not Jack Oakle” and “Hit the
Deck at RKO Orpheum.” He was ac-
companied by a five-year-old youngster,
a miniature duplicate. This proved a
big shot. A .large orthophonio placed in
the lobby  continuously played Hit the

a message signed by Jack Oakie placed
in its window, surrounded by colored
views of scenes from the picture. Tieup
was made with the Multnomah Hotel
for & special Hit the Deck night {n the
Indian Grill, Dwight Johnson's Mult-
nomah Band furnished the music. The
hotel management co-operated by news-
paper advertising, publicity and radio
announcing.

ON WITH THE SHOW (Warner Bros.)
—Stanley Higginson, publicity director
of the Capitol Theater, Sydney, Australie,
used & ballet danger in three specially
prepared and located windows In Sydney
to put this production over. The young
lady ' would do a routine during the
lunch hour in different windows and
when a crowd had collected would dis=
play music and recqrds from the produc-
tion. A special car that was well deco-
rated with theater advertising copy was
used to carry her from one theater to
another. Song pluggers in several of the
muelc stores sang the hit numbers from
the plcture with advertising on the pro-
duction and theater displayed in promi-
nent places about the store and singer's
stand.

VITAPHONE ADVERTISING — Vita-
phone advertising is reaching from 60
to 100 per cent of =all newspaper and
periodical readers in the United States,
according to a report recently compiled
by Blalne Thompson Advertising Agency
handling the Vitaphone copy. Blaine
Thompson cites as an example Anniston,
Ala., a city in which no advertising is
carried locally by Vitaphone, but which
is read by 1.869 familles in the town
which subseribe to Birmingham and At-
lanta dailies carrying the monthly ad-
vertising. To ald the smaller exhibitor
Vitaphone also carries advertising in four
Tower publications and Liberty, Blaine
Thompson has compliled a bhook, The
Story of 20 Milllon Salesmen, which
contains a tabulation of all elties and
towns in the United States that show
the number of readers of Vitaphone
advertising in each town. ‘This book is
being mailed out to a number of ex=
hibtitors and is available in all Warner
exchanges.

THE VIKING (M-G-M)—Allan Cush-
man, manager of the Hollywood Theater,
Portlana, Ore., assisted by an M-G €x-
ploiter, used a Viking Parade to top a
very good exploitation campeaign on this
production. Cushman arranged a tieup
with the Viking car agency for a street
parade thru the business district. Viking
costumes, shields and similar trappings
were used with startlipg effects. Door
shields on the cars were used to carry
the tle-up message that read “Hail the
Viking—A Great Car, a Great Picture—
Hollywood Theater, Now!” Another ties
up was effected with The Portland News
to sponsor A& speclal kids' matinee that
permitted any child free admission if
dressed 1in pirate costume. A greab
amount of copy was given the matinee
that resglted In a large nttendance at
the theater by the kids.

A PUBLIC WEDDING'was staged by
Hal Ellas at the REKO Orpheum, Sait
Lake City, in connection with the show=-
ing of a Norma Shearer picture. A clever
tieup was & matrimonial heart box in
the 1obby where anyone desiring to meet
a kindred mate could write a letter and
sald parties would be brought together.
A lobby digplay of what would be given
the lucky or unlucky bride or groom was
prominently displayed in the lobby as
an added Incentive, The stunt, accords .
ing to Mansger Grant Pemberton, has
created unusual comment.
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Doc Peyton
Te Detroit

Ends Gibson Hotel run
this week——in motor city

until June 28

Doc Peyton and his orchestra, who
for the last several months have been
trouping under the Amusement Service
Corporation banner, on Wednesday night
of this week are bringing to a close a
successful four weeks’ stay at the popu-
lar Florentine Room of the Hotel Gibson,
Cincinnati.

The Peyton music makers, who are
rapidly heading for the “name” class,
made good in a big way during their
&tay at the Gibson, dcspite the fact that
the “wisenheimers” predicted an early
demise for the Peyton boys &t that place.
During the Gibson engagement, the Pey-
ton crowd was heard thrice daily over
the powerful WLW.

From Cincinnatt Doc Peyton takes his
orchestra to Carl Fischer’s new Monti-
cello Club in Detroit, where the band ts
carded to remain until June 28. The
outflt will go over the ether nightly dur-
ing its run In the Motor City. On July
1 the orchestra will open at Geneva-one
the-Lake, O,, for the balance of the sum-
mer .season. The Peyton footers were
big favorites at that place last year.

Doc Peyton has had his own orchestra
on the road for the last year and a half,
and before coming to the Gibson, en-
joyed & long run at the Hotel Fontinelle
in Omahe, Neb. It was at the latteer
stand that Ted Lewis *‘caught” the band
and termed the unit “one of the sweet-
est and smartest bands I have ever
heard.”

Negotiations are under way to place
the band at the Ambassador Hotel, Los
Angeles, at the conclusion of the coming
summer season,

Early Closing Order
For Spokane Roadhouses

SPOKANE, Wash., March 1.—The blue
law fell on roadhouses In Spokane Coun-
ty this week with an opinion handed
down by Attorney General John Dunbar.
A midnight closing, commencing today,
will be effective for Saturday nights.

~ Week days’ patrons will be permitted to
dance until 1 a.m.

With the action of Attorney Dunbsar
against the late-supper places, the Coast
also s expected to suffer. Indications
here are that roadhouse operators will
have to suspend business because of the
olientele, which has “found  favor with
the late danclng and dining.

Bandmasters’ Meet
For Middletown, O.

MIDDLETOWN, O., March 1. — John
Phillp Sousa will be among those in at-
tendance at the first annual convention
of the American Bandmasters’ Association
to be held here March 13 to 16, Inclusive.
Prominent leaders of concert bands from
all parts of the United States and Can-
ada will come here for the event.

The association was organized recently
for the purpose of advancing the stand-
ards of bands and band music. On Sun-
day afternoon, March 18, a grand concert
will be presented In the local high-school
auditorium, with many famous leaders
waving their batons.

ERNIE VALLI, popular orchestra
leader who is appearing for the en-
tire. season with his 11-piece band at
the exclusive Hotel Bermudiane, Ber.

muda. He formerly worked under
the direction of Hugo Riesenfeld
and recently played for RKO, during
the circuit's se of the stage-band
policy.

Tal Henry Band
At Cincy Hotel

Tal Henry and his North Carolinans,
12-plece aggregation, have been con-
tracted to open In the Florentine Room
of the Gibgon Hotel, Cincinnati, Thurs-
day night of this week, following in the
Doc Peyton unit,

Henry and his boys are figured to re-
main at the Gibson & month, or until
April 3, when- the Music Corporation of
America again begins its exclusive book-
ing of the Gibson.

Lloyd Huntley and his Brunswick Re-
cording Band will be the first M. C. A,
unit to play the Gibson under the new
M. C. A. contract consummated recently
by J. C. Stein, president of the latter
company.

Busse at Farm

Henry Busse, former trumpet star with
the Paul Whiteman Band, and his re-
cording orchestra of 14 men, began a
limited engagement at Castle FParm, Cin-~
cinnati’s leading roadhouse, Wednesday
night of last week.

The Busse  Band -follows In “Red”
Curtis and his outfit, who have been
playing the Farm for the last two
months.

Harry Barbour Leases
Terre Haute Night Club

TERRE HAUTE, Ind., March 1.—Harry
Barbour, who for some time has operated
the Chatterbox Cafe on South Eighth
street here. has taken a lease on the
Trienon night club and will open the
place March 5. Barbour, it Is sald, has
purchased a substantial interest in the
building.

The new manager plans to transform
the Trianon into one of the leading re-
sorts in this sectlon. A color scheme of
red and white will be worked out. ¥He
announces that he has recelved more
than 100 reservations for the opening
and plans to present some of the best
entertainment ever seen in this city.

Milwavkee Musicians

Enter Various Fields

MILWAUKEE, March 1.—A survey to
determine what has become of Milwau-
kee's popular theater musicians since the
coming of sound brings to light some
Interesting Information.

Sol Shapiro, formerly director of the
Alhambra Theater Orchestra, is now
teaching and directing amateur orches-
tras.

Edmund C. Fitch. formerly organist
al the Wisconsin Theater, has gone to
Australia, where lie Is now a feature
organist.

Arthur Richter. also former Wisconsin
Theater organist, is Mayor Hoan's cor-
responding secretary.

William Shepiro, cellist. is operating
a restaurant in an industrial plant.

Nicholas Semaschko has opened a deli-
catessen store here.

Heinz Roembheld, also a former director
of the Alhambra Theater Orchestra, Is
at present writing muslc for Universal
in Hollywood.

George Lipschulz. another director. is
with Fox Movietone on the Coast.

Arthur Verthaeler is selling printing
‘mechinery, while Ignatz Gadsky, the
comedian among the old-time musicians,
is now dabbling in real estate.

According to Harry Glazer, violinist,
now in- the promotion department of
the Alhambra Theater, there were once
upward of 136 musiclans In downtown
Milwaukee. Most of them are still here,
he says. A number of these have jolned
the dance orchestras, while others are
engaged In occupations ranging from
driving a bakery truck to a plumber.

About 65 of the city's musiclans, not
ell of them theater men, are now play-
ing in the Milwaukee Philharmonic Or-
chestra, directed by Frank Waller.

New Agency Incorporated

ALBANY, N. Y, March 1l.—Louis E.
Wood, Herbert Montei and Percy Laun-
ders, of New York City, are the pro-
moters and stockholders of the Cali-
fornia Collegians, Inc., of Manhattan, a
new enterprise which has just been
granted a charter of incorporation by
the Secretary of State to furnish instru-
mental music and general entertalners
for theaters, restaurants and other places
of entertalnment. The Colleglans have
a, capitalization of $1,200.

“Nick’® Nichols Touring

Following . an 18 weeks' run at the
Arcadia Ballroom, New York, and three
weeks at the Roseland dansant, Newark,
N. J, "Nick” Nichols and his orchestra
are touring thru Pennsylvania s) New
York. They will return to the cadia
and Roseland for return engagements at
the close of thelr present tour.

“Hen” Pfeiffer
Set in Orlando

ORLANDO, Fla., March 1.—"Hen" Pfeif-
fer and his Florida Melody Kings have
concluded their contract in Miaml and
are now playing an indéfinite engage-
ment at the Coliseum, Orlando’s largest
dance palace, where the outfit is click-
ing handily. The Orlando Reporter-Star
this week carrled a large front-page
story on the band.

The Prelffer aggregation is heard reg-
ulerly over WDBO and also has been
engaged to play for the Shriners’ Lunch-
eon each Thursday afternoon during its
stay here. Featured with the eight-plece
band are Johnnie Vetters, Ray Allen and
Paul Enzman, in trio, duo and solo vocal
work.

Nix;)n Cafe

Gets Bernie

Popular Pittsburgh club
signs band for four weeks
to inject some pep

PITTSBURGH, March 1.—Ben Bernie,
the popular band meaestro, and his 13
versatile and entertaining music dis-
pensers, who for the last several months
have been headlining in RKO houses,
with an occasional hotel job In between,
has been contracted for 2 four weeks'
run at the Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh’s pop-
ular downtown night club, opening to-
night.

The Bernle orchestra came here from
Cincinnati, where It headlined the past
week. ending last night, at the E. F.
Albee Theater there. Prior to the Queen
City engagement, Ben and his boys
played a limited run at the Hotel Con-
gress, Chicago.

-It 1s reported that the Bernle combi-
nation has been. brought to the Nixon
with a view of pepping the place up a
bit. “The Bernie crowd, with their novel
style of syncopation and their Ilong
string of specialty numbers, should have
little difficulty in turning the trick.

Lon Connor Unit
Gets Six Months

HOUSTON, Tex., March 1.—Lonts Con-
nor and his orchestre will wind up 2 six
months' engagement at the Leamar Hotel
here on March 30. The band 'is a big
favorite here and is drawing good crowds
to the Lamar nightly.

The Connor ' combination has beén
contracted for & six months’ run at the,
Buccaneer Hotel, Galveston, Tex., open-
ing Msay 1.

Kelley’s, N. O., Reopens

NEW ORLEANS, March 1, — Frank
Arena has reopened Kelley's night club
here. The opening entertalnment fea-
tures include Lucille Watson, Anita
Langley, the Thornton Sisters and “B.
A. T.”, "plano wizard”.

Don George New Leader

SAN FRANCISCO. March 1. — Don
George, organist at the Granada Theater
here, was this week appointed leader of
the orchestra at that house. succeeding
Frank Siegrist. Harold Ramsey has taken
George's place at the organ.

Melody Mart Notes

JOE DAVIS, of the Triangle Music
Company, Is elated over his recently ac-
quired blues hit, Blue, Turning Gray
Over You, which is at present getting a
heavy play from bands and radio artistes
in all parts of the country. ‘I'he number
is by Andy Razaf and Thomas Waller,
writers of S'posin’, Ain't Misbehavin’
and other song hits.

HARRY WARDE is publishing a new
fox-trot with a Spanish tingle, entitlcd
My Wonderful Boy. Harry L. Alford did
the orchestration.

LLOYD CAMPBELL'S tunes. Blue
Lover, When the Sun Goes Down and
The Last Dance, have been spotted In
‘the Selby-Russell Artfats and Modsks



Company, scheduled to open soon on
the West Coast.

THE CARPENTER Music Company, St.
Louls, is concentrating its efforts ‘on a
new haunting waltz ditty, titled Waiting
for My Dreams To Come True.

YOU PROMISED ME is the title of a
new ballad recently placed on the mart
by Chester Escher, New York. Another
new one on Escher’s books has been cap-
tioned Oh, Sunshine!

JIMMY McCUE and Dorothy Fields,
Eastern song-writing duo, are  now
knocking out melodies for M-G-M on
the West Coast.

ROLLY WRAY, until recently planist
at the Los Angeles branch of the Irving
Berlin Music Company. is now on the
staff of Station KFOX.

CAROL LYN, wife of Bob Hamilton,
organist at the RKO Orpheum, Los
Angeles, has just finished work on 8
beautiful ballad, which she has  named
Alone Together.

BILLY BURTON, formerly with the
Green & Stept firm on the Coast, is the
new manager of the Los Angeles office
of Ager, Yellen & Bornstein.

JIAROLD STERN, band maestro, has
just sold two musical numbers which he
wrote in collaborgtion with Stella Unger
and Jimmy Johnson to the Shuberts for
use in the forthcoming Chic Szle show.
The Stern-Unger-Johnson trio are also
the writers of several numbers to be
heard in Three Little Maids and. the
Greenwich Village Follies.

PAUL HUESER is the author of a new
ballad, Swmile in the Clouds, which is
being featured by L. E. Dewees over sta-
tions WHO and KFNF.

A NEW SOB BALLAD, I Lost ¢ Won-
terful Sweetheart, words and music by
Fllis ¥. Baldwin, was introduced for the
first time last week by Gertrude Bergner
and her Classical Trio at the Majestic
Theater, Utica, N. Y.

Ballroom Notes

PORTLAND, Ore., Mar. 1.—Cole Mc-
Flroy’s Spanish Ballroom this week cele-
brated its fourth anniversary. Balloons,
serpentine noisemakers and favors all
helped the anniversary carnival. Two
dance orchestras played alternately.

SEATTLE, Wash.,, Mar. 1.—Attracting
a crowd of 4,100, Tex Howard’'s Band.
holding forth at Trianon Ballroom last
Saturday night, cracked all records here.
This was largest assemblage at the ball-
room since Herb Wiedoft held forth
there three years ago. Howard’s Band
broadcasts nightly over KPCB. Personnel
ircludes Randy Ball, Jimmy Murphy,
Paul McCrea, Gordon' Greene, SidrJohn-
stone, Frank Allen, Mace Chamberlain,
Frank Read, Harry McAllister and Tex
Howard.

INDIANAPOLIS, Mar. 3.—Hal Eward
and his Purduvians, who have just fin-
ished a successful stay at the Evansville
Country Club. Evansville, Ind., will be-
gin an indefinite engagement at the
Indiana Ballroom here next Saturday.
The 1l-piece combination 1s comprised
of Lawrence Russell, Elmer Meagle, Bud
Hall, Gene Cresioni, George Randall, Bob
Perry, Horace Lowe, Art Primmer, Al
Rosendahl, Bud Minor and Hal Eward.

SEATTLE, Wash., March 1.—Ray Miller
and his Recording Orchestra is slated to
move into John Savage's Trianon Ball-
tocm here on April 28 for a limited
engagement. The Trianon management
recently signed an exclusive contract
with the M. C. A. firm. The Miller Band
is at present winding up a successtul
engagement in New Orleans.

Musical Musings

ISHAM JONES and his 14-plece band
are meeting with marked success'in their
return engagement at the Schroeder
Hotel, Mtlwaukee. The Jones Orchestra
Is carded to remain there indefinitely.

BEASLEY SMITH and his orchestra
began an extended engagement at the
Eagles Ballroom, Milwaukee, last Satur-
day. Smith and his musikers enjoyed
big success at that place two seasons ggo.

BillBbard

AND HIS COWBQYS.

OTTO GRAY

Grand Theatre, Massillon, O.; Columbus Theatre, Alilance, O., Week of
March 2.

Permanent Address, Btillwater. Okla., or care Billboard. Cincinnati,

Q.

“ROCK-A-BYE T0

Vocal Copies, Male

One of the Greatest Harmony Numbers in Years

The Crooning Walts Sensation

Quartet Arrangements Now Ready.
Special Dance Orch. by Harry Powell—50c.

S. L. Cross Musie Corporation, Second and Pike, Seattle, U.S.A,

SLEEP IN DIXIE®

WINDOW CARDS

TYPE CARDS
3 Cotors
14"x22"— Ply

56 50 FOR

200—%$10.00

*POS

TYPE and

GLOBE-POSTER
PRINTING CO.

113 :S. HANOVER ST.
B

PICTORIAL CARDS
14'x22"—6 Ply
4 Colors
FOR ALL EVENTS

$7.50 &

200—512.50

WESTERN:POSTER
PRINTING CO.

709 PINE ST,
ST. LOUIS, MO.

ERS -

PICTORIAL

FOR SAMPLES >

SOME SONG

Onc of the Best Comedy Novelty Songs of the

SHE’S GOT “IT”

Extra Male and Female Choruses
Great Special Fox-Trot Arrang. Copies 30c

THOMAS T. MURCH, 209 Park Ave.,

Publisher

HEY, KID
Day

Dance Arr. 40c

Hoboken, N. J.
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His “SAX"
set a million feet
in motion!

You, too, can thrill happy hearts
and set feet into joyoua action —
with a You can havefun, be
popularinlodge, schoo! or church,
and carz money on the side.

5 % C True-Tons
— Saxophonss

are casiest tol carn, easlest to play. Sim-

plified key arrangemcnt makes fingers fall

into position natarrally, lnsure: aj ugﬁnxer-

Tom Brown i0Z and quick mastcnlr of the Sax. In a week

of the you'll play po ularh u M:my join orches-

Famn tras bands in 9

arothers 05y toplay —Easy olv ®A tittto down, then

DRT a8 ou play. Writo 'l!:r’lrue catalog any det-u.

Buescher 8and Instrument Co., aiozaumhul B1,, Elkhart, Inu.

WANTED ACCORDION

WILL PAY $65.00 TO $100.00.
No junk. Must be & bargain and in A-1 condition,
LESLIE C. GROFF
2828 Madison Street. CHICAGO, ILL.

Profcssionals-——~LON HEALY——Amateurs
will glve you exceptionally good arranging at rea-
sonable wvrice.

LON HEALY. Liberty Theatre. Colorado 8prings.

D’Angelo Band Uniforms Co.

181 Grand Street, YORK.
Also Flags, Bauuers and Badges u) order

“PAL’ (How | Need You)

Waltz Ballad. A bcuutl!ul dance number. Orches-
tration. 20c. Tof. opy free. Scnd stamp. Low
rate to jobbers. CHOLVIN MUSIC SALES, 7120

Dcvon Avé., Chicago. Il

SONGS

ARRANGED—REVISED—~ORCHESTRATED.
Free. Folder.
“@iving Your Songs the Right Start.”
STAN TUCEBER. 219 West 46th Strest, Ncw York.

AT LIBERTY—DRUMMER. For coming season.
Xylophone, Tympani. ctc. A-1 sight reader, stand-
ard or jazz, stage or pit. hotel or dance. Experi-
enced. Good outfit. Anything reliable. Long sca-
%on illaxx'efcrrerl. Write JACK JONES, Box 175, Cen-
erville. Ia.

¥ MUSIC ARRANGED ¥

Modern Dance Arrangement to order. That small

or large Orchestras can play. Arranged by a mod-

ern arranger with practical expcrience. Samec spot

tg;lice 1922. WALLEE BROWN, 36 W. Randolph,
hicago.

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS
For 10 Men, Positlvely Record Style. Milenberg
Joys, Clarinet Marmalade, Singing the Blues. Hot
Choruses included. Special Price, $5.00 Each, M.
0. JAMES AUGUSTINE, 49 North

3d 8t., Mem-
phis, Tenn.

ANOTHER SENSATIONAL “BLUES”
By the Writers of S’posin’, Ain’t Misbehavin’ and Other Hits

SONG HIT

WORDS BY ANDY RAZAF

BLuoe TorNINnG
Crey Over You

Artist Copies and Vocal Orchestrations Ready in ANl Keys.
ale Quartette Arr. by Bert Reed.

GREAT DANCE ARR. BY ARCHIE BLEYER—50c¢ EACH

MUSIC BY THOMAS WALLER

TRIANGLE

JOE DAVIS, Pres.
MUSIC
CO.. lnc.

1658 Broadway
NEW YORK CITY

The present booking was arranged thru
the Amusement Service Corporation,
Chicago,

ZEZ CONFREY and his orchegtra were
the featured attraction last Saturday
at the Greystone Ballroom, Cincinnatl.
The Confrey Band is at present playing
a string of one-nighters thru the Middle
West.

EARL FULLER'S New York Orchestra
is now in its fifth week of an indefinite
engagement at Swiss Garden, Cincinnati.

DOC FPEYTON, whose orchestra this
week winds up & month's stay at the
Gibson Hotel, Cipcinnati, was a pleasant
visitor at the orchestra desk last Friday.

ROGER SANFORD. formerly with Blue
Steele's Orchestra, has joined Jan Camp-
bell and his Collegians, now in their
seventh week at the Cinderella Ballroom,
Miami. Campbell informs that business

has been excellent, and the band has
been getting the breaks since its inva-
sion of Florida.

LEW BECK f{s still beating the drums
with the Chuck Garber combination,
now on location at the Roseland Gar-
dens, Omaha, Neb.

H. XOCH, solo organist at the Para-
mount Theater, Des Moines, Ia., has or-
ganized an organ club in that city,
which is said to be meeting with marked
SUCCess.

CECIL, STUMPH AND HIS BAND, who
played for many months at the Broad-
view Ballroom, Wichita, Kan.,are now the
featured musical attraction at the Craw-
ford Theater, that city.

"WHIZ”™ HINKLE, trumpeter with the
Ernile Palmquist Carolina Colleglans, was
stricken recently with scarlet fever and
has been removed to his home.

PROF. COPIES

“OHIO RIVER MOON™

JOHN STORM. 212 Harmony Hill, Benwood, W. Va.

‘““You Promised Me’'Batasiu

25¢ per Copy. Over 60 Waltzes, Fox-Trots, etc, EX-
traordinarily low prices to jobbers, dealers. agents,
music teachers, ete. Representatives wanted. An-
nual! bonuses ‘riven. CHESTER ESCHER, Music
Publisher, 126 West 45th 8t.. New York City,

AND ORCHESTRA

Decal with the- Professional House for New and
Used Instruments, Music, Repair Service. We
allow you more for your old instrument in
trade. Send for Oatalogs, Big Bargaln List,
Music Bulleﬂm and Magazine, ‘‘Musical Booat-
er'*. ALL FREE,

CHARLES CRAWFORD COMPANY

KANSAS CITY, MO,

EVERVTHIHG FOR 'I'HE IAND|

1012-14 D McGese St.,

MAS\C PRINTING;

AND ENGRAVING

ANY PUBLISHER QUR REFERENCE

RAYNER-DALHEIM3G.

* WRAWTE FOR PRICES -
2054 W. LAKRE ST/
CrWCAGO.ILL.

Real Facts About Songs!

WRITE TODAY!

JACK GORDON PUBLISHING CO.

201 N. Hoyne Ave. Chicago, IIL
A in The Billbx you'll So Bed with
Besults.
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Ca]lis-Bak(;r
In High Favor

Talkies fail to cut in on
business of stock at El
Paso, Tex.

EL PASQ, Tex. March 1.—The Callis-
Baker Players at the Texas Grand Thea-
ter are now in their 2ist week of dra-
matic stock. This is the longest run
that a first-class company playing at a
31 top has ever had in this city. The
company jumped into instant favor on
the opening night, and capacity houses
have been the rule ever since. There is
Iittle doubt that this will continue well
into the month of May.

The company is under the able man-
agement of George Callls. His brother,
David, is featured in the principal com-
edy roles, while Ethel Baker is co-
starred in the femeale leads. The talke
ing pictures have not made any dent
whatsoever In the business of the stock
company in E] Paso. This is unusual
from the reports received from other
citles.

Each play is staged in a high-class
meanner and will compare favorably with
almost any stock production in the
country. The plays are staged and di-
rected by Harry J. Leland, whose work is
known east and west. The other mem-
bers of the company are Virginia Cleary,
Hilda Graham, Ethel Jackson, Ora Ack-
ley, Mae Griffith, Billy Morgan, Richard
Ellers, Richard Earle, Hugh Berndt, and
Charles Wallace is the scenic artist.

The Caills brothers have a three-year
lease on the Texas Grand and intend to

. completely remodel the theater during
the summer 80 that it will be ready for
the reopening of the company early in
August. Y

Brockion Players Notes

BROCKTON, Mass., March 1.—Playing
opposite Elizabeth Somers, leading
woman, Kenneth Rowland, juvenile, had
the masculine  lead. this week in the
Brockton Players' production, The Nut
Farm, at the City Theater. He had a
flippant, farcical role, such as he excels
in depicting. Press and stock patrons
accredited him with making his big hit
of the season,

Kenneth F. Macomber, recently mar-
Tied to Agnes Ebert, a New York actress,
was formerly City Theater orchestra
leader, with the Brockton Players. Fol-
lowing a cross-footlights romance, his
first marriage was with Mildred Mitchell,
now being starred on Broadwsy. Miss
Mitchell was an extra under Manager
James J. Hayden’'s banner, dnd a divorce
from Mr. Macomber took place in 1926.
He is engaged In composing and arrang-
ing orchestral music scores, residing in
New York.

Seymour Revzin, stage manager, is
pessing a two weeks’ vacation at his
home in Worcester. Meanwhile Sidney
Mansfield 15 doing double duty, as as-
sistant director of productions and fill-
ing in as stage manager.

Manager Arthur Holman has slated
The Clutching Claw, The Jade God, Her
Friend the King and Let Us Be Gay
for productlon during this month.

Mary Boland in Frisco

8AN FRANOISCO, March 3.—Mary
Boland comes to the Alcazar today as
guest star, heading the Henry Duffy
Players. 8he is opening in Ladies of the
Jury. Duffy says he regards the en-
gagement of Miss Boland as ohe of the
most notable of his stock achievements
in San Francisco,

Erlanger, Buffalo,
Soon Will Go Stock

BUFFALO, N. Y, March 1.—In the
event that the Erlanger Theater recelves
no additions to the list of bookings 1t
now has it 18 possible that the road
house may become a stock theater in a
few weeks. ¢

It is known that five producers are
bidding for the Erlanger at present.
Charles L. Wagner, now active in stock
operations on the Coast with A. L.
Erlanger, will not return this summer.
T. Daniel Frawley, it i1s said, has also
abandoned plans for a Buffalo stock
company this season.

Cincinnati Civic in Revue

The Cincinnati Civic Theater will run
up its curtain March 4 on a revue in
2 acts and 25 scenes titled Side Show,
under the direction of Paul Bacheldr.
This production will engage the singing,
dancing and novelty talent of its large
membership. Cast and chorus will em-
brace about 75.

Film Siar a Hit in Stock

UTICA, N. Y. March 1.—Sylvia
Breamer, former screen star, is register-
ing heavily with the Utica Clvic Theater
Company this week playing the lead in
The Green Hat. Miss Breamer is pinch-
hitting for Violet Heming, who was not
ahle to return here and who has gohe
to the Coast to do a movle,

Wright Stock To Open
At Hartman, Columbus

COLUMBUS, 0., March 3.—Jean In~
ness has been signed to head the stock
company which comes to the Hartman
Theater, opening March 10. The open-
ing offering ‘of the Wright Players will
be Holidey. The leading man of the
stock this season will be Lex Luce. Luce
is one of the few players who achieved
success in a stock production of Hamlet.

Arrangements for the coming stock
season are progressing rapidly sand the
cast will be complete In a few days. It
is ‘expected rehearsals will begin today.

on the editorial page.—ED.

Taking the Cue

By ROBERT GOLDEN

NOTE~The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which are exrpressed

WlTH_the return of activity to the general business of the country
which is forecast in reports from Chambers of Commerce and

other organizations which keep vigil on our commerce and in-
dustry, better conditions in the stock field this spring seem inevitable,
In cities where stock companies are installed, box-office receipts are

in proportion to the city’s business prosperity.

Where unemployment

is extensive, receipts at the stock theater box office are unsatisfactory

for a natural economic cause.

E ' 0 J The wise stock manager is he who ace
quaints himself with the immediate future of business
vests his money in a stock operation,

before he lr\-

Most of the problems that confronted stock managers two years ago

when they formed the Theatrical Stock Managers’ Association are yet to
be solved. Until the major problems are solved, stock will remain the
same old gamble. A spurt of prosperity this spring will not clear the way
\for operations on @& satisfactory basts. The association, judging by re-
‘ports, is siruggling voliantly, but the ronks are not being. recruited as
they should be,

It was generally understood when the managers ined up shoulder to
shoulder, two years ago, with Equity giving assurance of co-operation and
support at every possible point in the projected campaign for betterment
of conditions, that certaln differences betweehr the managers and other
interests in the stock theater should be forced to an issue and an equitable
adjustment arranged. How many of these points have been satisfactorily
settled? The issues involved were the followlng: 1—Number of stage-
hands required by the unlon. 2-—Scenic artists, as to salary scale.
3—Arrangement with teamsters for hauling. 4—Royaltles. 5—Theater

—leages, especially as to ab\rupt termination of “occupancy by a successful *

producing stock company. 6--Unfair competition; how to deal with {t
and what constitutes it. 7—Providing clean scripts, with full annotation
of business and scene plot. 8—Proper co-operation of members of the
assoclation with others to promote mutual interests and to put stock
operations on the highest ethical plane. How many managers are satisfied
with existing conditlons as they relate to the points above cited? One
point is obvious on which all will agree: If stock theaters are to be kept
open, production costs musi be lowered.

The talking picture remains the most formidable opposition to stock
drama. So long as the wide margin between the cost of seats for the
talkies and seats for the spoken play exists, the former will draw the crowds.
Amusement seekers prefer the spoken play. There is nothing more intere
esting to us humans than other humans. We like to see them, to hear
them talk, to be in immediate contact with them. When the cost is more
than we can aford, we seek the verisimilitude which is within our means.
So it is with the shadow end the substance of the drama. Ouwing to ex-
cessive costs that burden the theater of the spoken drama it struggles
for existence today, and the struggle will continue with the odds in favor
of the shadow and ageinst the substance until the conflicting forces in
the theater of the spoken word, thru individual sacrifices, restore operating
conditions to o planc where a stock operator maey make an investment
of his money and brains with an even chance for getling a break.

Owing to an odd combination of circumstances, three actors were
needed recently to carry one roie thru one day at Duffy’s Presiden} Thea-
ter, San Francisco, when Stanley Taylor fell i1l just before the matineo
performance. No, i wasn’t a heavy role.

Liticoln Bids
Stock Come

Play-going public of Ne-
braska City suffers from
famine of spoken drama

OMAHA, Neb., March 3.—Negotiations
are in progress which may result in the
shifting of the Clemant-Walsh Players
from the Brandeis Theater here to
Lincoln, Neb.

It was announced by Manager W. C,
Walsh last week that he intended to
close the company within 2 month,
Following that announcement comes a
statement from Walsh to the effect that
the theater-going public of Kincoln,
hungry for the spoken drama, {8 making
a2 bid for the Clemant-Walsh Players.
He says:

“The whole question, of course, is
whether Omaha wants the stock com-
pany to continue thru the spring sea-
son. We have recelved letters from
Lincoln people urging us to play in that
There is a chance we may do

Walsh and Omer J. Kenyon, general
representative of the company, have
been mulling over another proposition.
It is to provide plays for both etties by
splitting the week between Omaha and
Lincoln.

Stuart Walker Stock
Reopens After Vacation

The Cinoinnat{ Stuart Walker Com-
pany, after an enforced suspension of
two weeks, reopened at the Taft Audi-
torilum in The Perfect Alibi March 3
The layoff was due to a clause in the
Walker lease which glves the theater to
the Shriners for Awo weeks annually for
the Shrilne Circus,

The stock players- were given an en-
thuslastic reception welcoming their ve-
turn. During the suspension of activi-
ties Situart Walker spent the greater
part of His time in New York looking
over the cuirent plays on Broadway and
accumulating additions to the list of
plays he will present thru the -spring
and summer months,

Bonstelle and Cohan
Boost Civic Theater

DETROIT, March 38.—Jessie Bonstelle,
managing director of the Detroit Clvic
Theater, and George M. Cohan, Broadway
producer, will be guests of the Rotary
Club of Lansing Mich., March 7, when
they will make speeches at a meeting
designed to lay plans for the foundation
of a civic theater of Lansing. An exec-
utive committee has been formed, fol-
lowing the enthusiastic response of the
clty toward the recent presentations of
the Defroit company in that town.

Curry Players Open

ST. LOUIS, March 1.—The Curry Play-
ers presented their initial performance
this week at the Lambskin Temple when
they played The Wild Westcotts, by Anne
Morrison. The play was under the di-
rection of Lulu M. Curry. Members of
the cast Included Elizabeth Harper Seib.
Flora Steger, Delila M. Hunt, Edith Py-
bas, Lucllle Joachim, Floriene Holland,
Edith Sherman, Paul Pybas, Henry
Steger, Stanley Jones, Mahlon Robertson,
Clifton Compton, Harry Juansoh~ and
Mormfis Trotter.



Film Actors Flock
To Speaking Stage

LOS ANGELES, March 3.—The swing
back to the spoken drama of actors who
deserted the stage for the fllms is grow-
ing more and more apparent. Many
former legitimate players are making a
determined effort to regain their former
places on the stage. Some have traveled
al] the way from Los Angeles to New
York, where a few have succeeded in
getting engagements.

Lois Wilson is generally credited with
having started the parade from the
Klelg lights to the footlights when she
went to work for Edward Everett Horton,
who was (operating stock at the Vine
Street Theater. Pretty soon, however,
the film producers rediscovered Miss
Wilson and recaptured her.

Patsy Ruth Miller, Leatrice Joy, Alleen
Pringle and others followed the example
of Miss Wilson. Even Douglas Fair-
banks, Jr., between pictures, took a
iling In The Youngest just to keep hlis
volce in trim for the speaking stage.
Bstelle Taylor went to New York last
year to do a play with her husband, Jack
Dempsey. Lilj Damita is frolicking there
this season In Fifty Million Frenchmen.
Mary Duncan, who has had rather bad
luck in films, together with Hal Skelly,
is taking 4 Roman Gentleman into New
York.

Henry Duffy was onhe of the first to
recognize the value of screen players to
the spoken stage. A checkup discloses
that about 50 per cent of the players in
Dutfy’s stocks today have! had screen
experience.

Charlotie Greenwood
To Open Tour in Frisco

SAN FRANCISCO, March 1.—Holiday,
which Henry Duffy had planned to put
on at his Dufwin Theater, Qakland, has
been deferred. Instead Charlotte Green-
wood will appear there for another week
in She Couldn’t Say No. Miss Greenwood
will go on tour with her latest vehicle,
opening in Fresno March 18, with Chi-
cago planned as the end of the road
tour, opening there on April 20. Nellie
Revell is ahead of the show.

Taylor Holmes is now in the final
week at the Alcazar in Your Uncle Dud-
ley and will be followed there by Mary
Beland in Ladies of the Jury., Duffy is
arranging for the appearance of Bert
Lytell in Brothers and as sooh as May
Robson returns from Honolulu she will
appear for him in Helen's Boys. Leo
Carrillo, returning from Australia, will
be seen.in The Bad Man,

Warwick a Hit in Albany;
Held Over Second Week

ALBANY, N. Y., March 1. — Robert
Warwick was retained for another week
as the vislting star with the Capitol
Players and appeared this weck at the
Capltol! Theater in The Bad Man, Man-
ager Oscar J. Perrin has announced the
booking of Earl Carroll's Vanities for
March 6-8,

Berton Churchill will appear with the
Capitol Players March 3-5 In Straight
Thru the Door, and the following week
in New Brooms.

Detroit Civic Sponsors
Tolstoy in Russian

DETROIT, March 3.—A spaclal com-
pany affillated with the Clvic Theater
will  present Tolstoy's Redemplion -on
March 2 in Russian. The group, taking
the name of Russfan Players, includes E.
Gracianova, M. Yashina, A. Kouharchilk,
V. Foofaevsky, Baroness A. Giber, K.
Komarovsky and E. Schultze.

The production is under the direction -

of Ivan Oustinoff; assistant, N. Novivh-
koff; mansager, N. Nichols; prompter, M.
Kochshinoff.

Duffy To Stage “Brothers”

HOLLYWOOD, March 1.—Mary Boland
is playing here at the Fl Capitan in
Ladies of the Jury, and Frank Craven in
Sglt Water, at the Hollywood Playhouse,
with the Henry Duffy Players. Leo Car-
rillo will return to the Duffy manage-
ment as soon &8 he returns from Aus-
tralla. He will play in The Bad Man in
San Francisco, then come here in & new
play. Mr., Duffy plans to produce
Brothers here very sool.

Billb'oard

GRANDON RHODES, who built
up a large personal following at the
Lyceum Theater, Paterson, N. I., this
season. Comparatively young in
years, ke is old in experience, and
kas made for himself an enviable
name in the dramatic stock field.

Rialto, Sioux City,
New Home of Stock

SIOUX CITY, Ia., March 3—The Ri-
alto Theater will réopen March ¢ with
the Neale Helvey Players, managed by
Harry D. Wiltsle, former Sioux City
resident, 1t is announced.

The Helvey Players are completing a
long run in Freeport, Iil, and have
played Burlington and Clinton stands in
recent years. The company numbers 21.
Two shows a week will be presented.

New St;:T{ for Utica

UTICA, N. Y., March 1.—Starting with
the presentation of Mr. Antonio this
week, the Players, who own the Players’
Theater in New Hartford, haye openred
the doors to the public and will run
each production for a week. To date
attendance has been confined to its
membership.

Clyde Elliott Folds

EVANSTON, Ill, March 1.—Clyde El-
lott's Stock Company closed Monday
night, due to poor business and finan-
clal difficulties. Elliott had arranged
to play in Evanston six days a week and
at the National Theater, Chicago, on
Sunday, with Don Dixon. But the
schems didn't work. The closing bill
was a burlesque on Leno Rivers.

Organizing Student Stocks

LOS ANGELES, March 3.—Margaret
Futch, owner and director of the West-
ern Academy of Dramatic Art, has en-
couraged Edwin N. Wallack, head of the
drama department, to organize student
stock companies. These are now in
process of formation and several produc-
tions are shortly to be put into rehearsal.

NOTWITHSTANDING reports that the
Moront Olsen Players had disbanded in
the Northwest, they appeared In Sacra-
mento on Febrary 21 at the Sutter
Theater in The Makropoulis Secret.

Jackson Back in Legit.

LOS ANGELES, March 3.—Selmer Jack-
son, stock leading man, has just finished
playing in & plcture with Richard Dix,
and is now rehearging a leading part in
the stage play, Out of the Night, which
will open shortly at the Mayan Theater
here.

Dramatic Stock Notes

WILL 'GEER and four members of the
Stuart Walker Company, Cincinnati, were
in Chicago for two days recently.

CHAS. N. LUM, business manager of
the Passion Play, headed by Gorge Fass-
nacht, has established offices in the
Butler Building, Chicago.

MILTON BYRON, former leading man
for Charles Berkell in Indianapolls for
several seasons, 1s spending some time
in Chicago.

EUGENE McGILLAN is the new stage
director for the Dudley Players at the
Redzie Theater, Chicago. He fills the
place lett vacant by the sudden death of
Bob Jones. y

GUY BATES POST wil] be the visiting
guest star to appear with the Arthur
Casey Players at the Orpheum Theater,
St. Louls, beginning Sunday, March 2,
for two weeks, when that group will
present The Play's the Thing.

HOLIDAY was the recent attraction at
the Plaza Theatsr, Sacramento, and for
the occaslon Manager Hiram Clair en-
gaged Marian Mears to costar with Bar-
bara Brown. and Gene Lewis for the
week’s run,

HOLIDAY, the comedy by Philip Barry,
which opened at the Goodman Theater,
Chicago, February 18, made one of the
most substantial hits scored by any of
the Goodman productions. The resident
company In this play amply demon-
strated its ability to handle a drama that
has popular appeal as well as It
handles the more or less “arty"” pleces
that make u}i\ the bulk of the Goodman
productions.

VAUDEVILLE NOTES———
(Continued from page 13)
offering, which features a troupe of
Gamby-Hale Girls, will be launched next
week in Syracuse. They will return for
several weeks of Loew New York dates
before being routed for the Southern

tour.

JOHNNIE MILLER and Melba Good-
rich opened at the Prospect, Brooklyn,
this first half in a comedy, singing and
dancing skit written by Lester Allen.
They are agented by the Harry Fitzgerald
office.

ZANGAR, horoscope wiz, will show for
RKO at the Prospect, Brooklyn, this
last half. He Is handled by Tommy
Curran, of the James Plunkett office.

LITTLE AL GALE, cofeatured until re-
cently with Johnny Perkins in a Publix
unit, is now under the personal direction
of Phil Coscia. The Yates office is.pro-
ducing an act around the singer,

NAT C. HAINES and Comphny re-
sumed for Loew last week on a split be-
tween the Gates, Brooklyn, and the
Plaza, Corona.

HOWARD SMITH has changed the
billing of his famillar three-people com-
edy skit, The Faker, which is slateq for
a tour of Eastern Loew dates under the
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tag Smith and Barker. The offering will
be launched the first half of next week
at the Boulevard, Bronx, booked thru Al
Grossman.

BOBBY JOYCE started last week on
out-of-town break-ins with his new five-
people act. Jack Wite is agenting the
turn.

THF WARNERS, a comedy skit con-
sisting of an evenly mixed quartet,
opened for RKQO last week on a split be-
tween the State, Jersey City, and the
Capitol, Union City. Nick Agneta, of
the Rose & Manwaring office, 15 han-
dling the act.

SANTRY AND NORTON showed at the
Franklin, Bronx, the last half of last
week for RKO. The team is supported
by a 10-plece femme orchestra called
Melody May's Bandettes.

FREDDIE SMITH and Joe Hadley,
comedy and dancing team, are in White
Plains, New York, thc first half of this
week on an opening for RKO. They are
agented by the M. S. Bentham office.

SIERAK'S X-RAY, magic act, which
recently completed a Loew tour as
Slerak’s Miracles, is scheduled to open
for RKO shortly.

ART HENRY, comedian, begins a tour
of the Loew Southern Time March 15,
opening in Richmond. He was at the
State, New York, last week.

HELEN O'SHEA and Boys, nine-peopie
singing and dancing revue, formerly
known as Merle Smith and his Wootf
Woof Hounds, showed for Loew the last
half of last week at the Premier, Brook-
lyn. Other Eastern dates are likely, The
Yates office is agenting.

THE ROYAIL UYENO JAPS, Oriental
Risley and acrobatic troupe, have
changed their name to Seven Uyeno Japs
and under this billing they are touring
the Eastern Loew houses. They are
splitting this week between the 46th
Street, Brooklyn, and the Fairmount,
Bronx.

CARLTON EMMY and his. Mad Wags
are slated for a return to Loew the first
half of next week at the Willard, Wood«
haven, booked thru Lyons & Lyons.

HOWARD ANDERSON and Rean
Graves, mixed comedy team, resumed for
Loew the last half of last week at ths
.Lincoln Square, New York, in their
three-people comedy skit, Taking Her
Fishing. They are assisteg by Cole
Carroll and the offering is agented by
the Yates office.

LEWIS NEWMAN and Jack Ford are
showing a new singing, comedy and
dancing act this first half at the De-
lancey, New York. The Loew booking
was made direct,

JOE DARCEY, black-face comedian,
who recently toured the Southern time
for Loew, 15 slated for a string of the cir=
cujt’s New York houses and will be
launched next week, splitting between
the National, Bronx, and the Orpheum,
New York.

THE NITOS, eccentric acrobatic act,
which was recently cut from three to
two people by dropping the girl in the
outfit, are slated for a tour of the New
York Loew houses, booked thru Max
Oberndorf. They played a split last week
between the 46th Street, Brooklyn, and
the Willard¢ Woodhaven,

THE SIX ROCKETS, acrobatic gir]
troupe, will return to Loew the last half
of next week at the Bedford, Brooklyn.
They are agented by Max Oberndorf,

Broadway Stock Possibilities

NOTH: Detailed reviews of the ahove p

PLAY THEATER PRODUCER AUTHOR Sets Cast COMMENT
- i — 1
hose We Live.......... Golden ............. Phil Dunning ....... George Abbott and 1 |9 Men Favorable. Domestic problem
TacsesiPedavy ; S. K. Lauren ....., 6 Women! handled entertainingly.
The Plutoerat .......... Vanderbilt .......... The Coburns ........ Arthur Goorich...... 2 |12 Men Unfavorable. Comle strip
4 Women| stuff unsuited to stock.
NS cssvssnnas ffou ...l Forrest C. Haring....| Dortance Davis ..... 1 Favorable., Comical tale of
Anroninthings n & en en| misdirccted mother tove.
The Infinite Shoeblack..| Maxine Elliott.. .... Lee Shubert......... Norman MacOwan...| 3 17 Men | Unfavorable. Theme unsult-
6 Women ed; also casting trouble.

were pu in the pi

issue of “The Billboard”,
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Detroit Show
Opens in June

Adams T. Rice Signs Jew-
ell Marionettes for 1930

season—seating increcsed

DETROIT, March 1, — The Detroit
Players tent tlieater company, under the
management of Adams T. Rice, will be«
gin its canvas tour thru Michigan on
June 1. Plans eall for utilizing a nume-
ber of the players from the Detroit
Civic Theater, as in past seasons, but
the plans may be hindered due to the
fact that a movement is on foot to keep
the Civic Theater open after that date.

The Jewell Marionettes have been con-
tracted to appear with the Detroit Play-
ers on tour this season. Thelr repertotre
will include & puppet presentation of
William Tell, Circus Days, Jack and the
Beanstalk and The Wind in the Willows.

The management of the Detroit Play-
ers company Is issuing a new monthly
publication called Big Top-Ics, which is
devoted to the interests of the company,
and which is being circulated among the
offictals and business men of all the
towns In the players’ territory.

A new garage to house the company's
motor equipment has recently been
erected at the show's winter quarters in
Utica. Mich. The bullding is of fireproof
constructlon and measures 72 by 160
feet. A new seating arrangement which
will increase the seating capacity of the
Detroit Players' big top has been worked
out for the coming season. A speclal
winch truck also has been added to
lighten the work of raising the big top.

Joins Show by Plane

Clara Goodwin, daughter of Ted and
Mae Goodwin, known as the Dancing
Goodwlns, claims the distinction of be-
ing the tirst repertoire ingenue to join
2 tent show by airplane. Miss Good-
win flew from Brownsville, Tex., to Mc+
Allen, Tex., récently to join the Dude
Arthur Comedians. She made her first
appearance with the company Monday
night of last week at Edinburg, Tex.

The Dancing Goodwins will soon be
on their way north, where they expect
to join a tent “opry” for the summer
season.

Fred Lytell To Open
Canvas Tour April 5

The Lytell Players, Fred Lytell, man-
ager, now playing the mining towns thru
Kentucky, will usher in their tent season
at Liberty, Ky., April 5, for their fourth
annual swing of thelr usual Kentucky
territory.

Practically the same cast which has
been with the show for the last three
seasons will be back this year, Manager
Lytell reports. “Red” Harrils, black-face
comic, will produce the concerts on the
Lytell show this season. He jolned the
outfit last week. Other recent additions
to the company Include Bonny Haynes,
banjoist: Jackie Dare, characters and
specialties, and Elgin Scarboro, trump-
eter. “'Red” (Toby) Stantield will again
handle all the toby comedy in the big
show this summer.

Manager Lytell informs that the mines
in Kentucky have been working slack
for the last several weeks, due to the
warm weather, but that the show has
managed to eko out & lving.

John Lawrence Ends
Winter House Season

John Lawrence, who has been playing
with his tablold company thru the Mid-
dle West for the last six months, last
Saturday night concluded his winter
house season gt the Sorg Opera House.
Middietown, O. In a visit to the rep.
desk last Friday, Lawrence stated that
he managed to work steadily thruont the
season, and, altho he did not clean up
a fortune, he managed to slip a couple
of bucks Into the old grouch bag, which
is no little feat this season. .

Following the -closing of his show,
Lawrence returned Immediately to
Worthington, Ind., where he will spend
the month of March preparing for his
summeyr tent season thru his old terri-
tory in Indiana and Illinols. He plans
to begin his canvas run about the mid-
dle of April. The John Lawrence Play-
ers will thls summer be comprised of
20 people, including a band.

As in past seasons. Lawrence has made
arrangements to lease his plays with a
number of tent theater companies for
the summer months. His play-leasing
business will keep him busy for the next
several weeks, he states.

Gordon-Howard Firm
Set in New Quarters

KANSAS CITY, Mo, March 1.--The
Gorden-Howard Company, wliich today

celebrates its 105y anniversary, has just
finishied moving inio jts new building at

the norihacast corner of Bighth and
Baltimorc streets nere. The Gordon-
Howard firmx will occupy the entire

seven-story building. which has been
completely modernized. The company
now has greater floor space, and with
new machinery installed in the packing,
wrapping and shipping departments will
be able to speed up its service consider-
ably, President Howard Brandt an-
nounces.

The Gordon-Howard Company flrst
starfed business March 1, 1920, in
Minneapolis. and three years latter
moved to this city. In the last decade
the company has made remarkable
strides in the prize candy business, un-

der the able guldance of President
Brandt,
CLAUD (SLICK) EASON has Just

Joined the Bunny Stricker Players, work-
ing rotary stock in and around Wash-
ington, N, J,

In the Spotlight

By BILL SACHS

NOTE—The opinions stated tn this column are those of the writer
and need not reflect the policies of The Billboard, which are expressed
on the editorial page.—ED.

E ARE reminded that the Mid-Western tent repertoire per-

formers belonging to Actors’ Equity Association are at last to

be given representation in that organization in the form of one
of the vice-presidents, and that a special meeting has been called by
Equity for March 17 at which time the question wilt be passed upon.
For this we stand up and shout, “Hurray”.

We do not knowy to what extent the repertoire Equity members will
benefit by this move, but as we have always been against “tazation with-
outl representation”, we always have believed the repertoire folks were
entitled to representation in the organization to which they pay dues.

As we understand it. some well-known repertoire man or woman will
be selected for the vice-president post. Whoever the lucky person may
be, here’s hoping that he or she will make a fearless representative. One
who will not be afraid to stand up for the people he or she represents at
any time some question arises affecting the repertoire fleld. A sllent rep-
resentative 'Is worse than none at all. .

4 little more than a month ago we recelved q report from a rep. man-
ager, whose name cuts a fair figure in the game, stating that he was clean-
ing up in a certain section, while his opposition was just about getting by.

Recently the show "‘blew up’ and last week we learned the true state
of affairs on the show from several members of the company who Happened
to be passing thru Cincinnatl. They stated that conditions on the show.
were terrible, due largely to poor management, and that to thelr knowledge
not & single member of the show had recelved more than the first week'’s
salary during the 11 weeks that the company was on the road. Why do
managers persist in sending in such false reports, and what do they hope
to gain by it? .

+ We note where Harley Sadler is opening his 1930 tent season on March
20. Sadler is considered one of the most enterprising tent rep. managers
in the business. His show i{s the barometer for business in the great
Southwest, where he is king. If the Sadler show is doing good business,
other atiractions have a fair chance, but if the Sadler company finds thé
picking only fair, other shows might just as well pack up and jump out.

And theres a reason for Sadler's success. He didn't galn his present
status by sheer luck. Not only does Sadler give his patrons a run for their
‘money—he gives them a good hop, step and jump to boot. We don't know
Harley Sadler personally, neither have we ever seen his show, but after
listening to nothing but praise and boosts for him, withiout a single kick,
for the last five years, we are satisfled that the man has the stuff.

Sadler's major idea each season is to give his patrons something new
in the way of entertainment. He does not attempt to sell the same old
bills and other material year after year. Thatl’s the big redson he finds it
comparatively easy to bring the folks into his tent. That’s why he is a
successjul showman. Why don't some of you other tent show managers
take a tip from Sadler, and give your customers something new for o
change?

1

Slout Players

Ending Season

Show will play houses thru
Wisconsin before begin-
ning tent run May 5

The Ruth and L. Verne Slout Players
will close their fall and. winter season
March 5 at Argyle, Wis. Mr. and Mrs.
L. Verne Slout, U. S. Allen, Aline Neif
and Bert Arnold will go directly into
Chicago.

Manager Slout announces that his tent
season will start May 5 at Vermontville,
Mich., the show's winter quarters. The
repertoire! of plays has already becn
selected and part of the cast engaged.

Arthur E. Bitters will be ahead of thc
show this season, and Marvin Rucker will
handle the stage. Xen Miller will again
have charge of the tent and trucks.

Ruth Slout recently suffered a torn
ligament in her shoulder and is finishing
the present season with her arm in a
sling. There is_some doubt as to her
being able to work the sumimer scason,
however.

Previous to the opening of the tent
runs, a short season will be played in
houses thru Wisconsin territory. Re-
hearsals will begin about the middle of
March and the company opens its house
run in Southeastern Wisconsin April 1.

Dixie Fun Shoﬁ
Gets Under Way

The Original Dixie Fun Show, under
the ownership and management of Mr.
and Mrs. Harry Gilbert, has opened its
1630 canvas season in Georgla territory.
Gilbert advises that things look pretty
nice down that way and he is looking
Yorward to a good season despite the
general business slump.

The Gilbert show bas heen completely
overhauled and repsinted and new
scenery, drapes and costumes have been
added, making the Dixle Fun Show &
neat and flashy outfit. A capable cast
of performers has been engaged for this
season, and short-length plays are being
used exclusively, due to the large num-
her of novelty vaudeville acts being car-
ried by the show.

Hari, magiclan and illusionist, has re-
vamped hils former chautauqua act and
is being featured. Others In the roster
include Mme. Emilie, crystal gazing;
Rupeyt Freeman, comedy; Harry Fitz-
gerald, ‘leads; Mrs. Harry Gilbert and
Isobel Vance, leads. W. T. Hamlilton,
Mickey Hanley and Harry Gllbert, gen-
eral business, and Della Mae, singing
and dancing specialties. )

A small tho satisfying orchestra, un-
der the direction of Bill Hamilton, is
being featurcd each night. A working
crew is carrled to handle the tent.

Tom Aiton Still Going

Tom Alton informs that he has not
closed his Ten Nights in a Barroom
Company, as recently reported, and that
lre s still plugging along to good results
in the sticks of Kentucky. He states
that' the rumor of his closing came
about thru his replacing five members
of the company with new people recent-
1y. Aiton will put his Ten Nights troupe
under canvas early in the spring, he re-
porta.



Helen Du Voyle Players
Will Open Early in May

Helen Du Voyle, whose husband, Ross
pu Voyle, owner and manager of the
ross Du Voyle Players, passed away re-
cently after a brief illness, in a com-
munication to The Billboard announces
that she will continue on with the show
this season, as she belleves her deceased
pusband would have her do. The com-
pany will in the future be known as the
Helen Du Voyle Players and will begin a
swing thru. its established territory thru

£ south Dakota the first week in May.

The management of the show will be
‘handled by Helen Du Voyle personally,
and Ed Henderson will serve as director
and assistant manager of the company.
The cast will be practically the same as
1ast season.

Mrs. Du Voyle is at present visiting in
omana, but will leave in a few days for
slouz Falls, 8. D, for a brief stay; be-
fore going Into Clark, 8. D, to begin
‘preparations for the spring opemng un-
der canvas.
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ROLL TICKETS

Printed to Your Order

Cheapest GOOD TICKET on the

Keystone Ticket Co., shamokin, Pa.

Cash With Order—No C. 0. D.

100, 000 for
$12 50 10,000...§ 5.00

Markot

20,000.., 6.50
50,000.., 8.50

Stock Tickets Any Assortment, $10.60 for 100.(!10
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Rep. Tattles

INCLUDING T

DON WILLIAMS, rep., tab. and show-
hoat veteran, has slgned with the Burg-
ner Bros."” United Shows for the coming
season. openmg around May 1

BILLY TERRELL'S Stock Company {s
at present playing houses.thru Illinois
and Indiana, eusing 15 people. Manager

Terrell will again go out under canvas
early, in the spring. )

ROSCOE SLATER and the Finch.
Brothers will be back together again this
season as one of the features of the Mad
Manhattan Orchestra with the 1.' D.
Brunk'Show. Fred Finch has Just closed
with a well-known “name” band to join
his brother, Leon, and Roscoe Blatgr.

J. HENRY KOHLER is back as di-
rector and character man with the Billy
Terreil show, which opened in houses in
Illlnois three weeks ago.

CLARA LEE, veteran trouper, formerly
for 16 years with the Jethro Almond
Show, of Albemarle, N. C., s seriously
il with tuberculosls of the throat at
112 W, Government street, Pensacola,

L OW
HOW PRINTING 1T
CURTISS, Continental, Ohio SQEUFK;'I'::E

‘AT LIBERTY .
- Advance Agent

For coming zent season. . Close contractor
get you the results. And & good Bﬂlnoster.
and veliable.

‘HARRY C. BENNER,

THEATRES
WANTING

REAL SERVICE
ON

TYPE POSTERS
DATES AND CARDS

DISPLAYED ATTRACTIVE-
LY. PRINTED ON LITHO-
GRAPH PAPER WITH NON-
FADING INKS.

Write Us for Samples

™ - and Prices.”

The Donaldson Litho Co.

NEWPORT, KY.
(Opposite Cincinnati)
ErE——

sober

Avilla, Ind.

relatives in Columbia, Mo.

W. 1. SWAIN SHOW COMPANY, Inc.

PRESENTING

. =aJIMMY RODGERSa

THE PREMIER VICTOR RECORD PRODUCING STAR, WITH

SWAIN’S HOLLYWOOD FOLLIES and WAIKIKI HAWAIIANS

In Musical Comedy. One-night-stand Tent- Show. WANT four Union Billposters, two
must drive car; $40.00 per week and transportation after jeining; $5.00 bonus if stay sea-

TO FAIR SEGREI‘ARIES CANADA, NORTHWEST AND SCUTHWEST UNITED STATES,
EXAS—On account of Mr. Rodgers being as strong.
drawing card to any show, we can contract with you for one da
Fulr. and we consider we 'will draw 2 greater number of paid admissions than any other
you have ever, played. Write or wlre Swain Building, New Orleans, La.

if not the strongest,
or a week, during your

Fla., and 15 anxious to hear from all her
old trouper friends. Miss Lee and her
husband, now dead, were formerly
known in repertolre as the. Musical
Morans.,

ROWE AND WALSH, who have been
playing independent vaudeville dates In
the tank towns thru the Middle West
this winter, expect to return to their
home State, Ohio, agound April 1. They
info that the present winter season has
been plenty tough. . .

KING FELTON, maglcian, and wife,
Hazel, are now resting up at their home
in Topeka, Kan. They will be back
with the Harve Haverstock -Company un-
der canvas this season. L.

D. OTTO HITNER, the show-boat
man, in a communicetion -to the rep.
desk, states that his recent ad In The
Billboard brought him more than 300
replies. As 1t-1s almost impossible for
him to answer all of them personally, he
takes this opportunity to thank all those

who weré' kind enough to answer and,

states that he is sorry he cannot pIace bone B. & O, ESTELLE—Le

all of them,

THE RAY HOWELL PLAYERS, who
have been playlng weck stands thru
Missouri, last week began
three-night stands in that terrltory.

KEITH GINGLES opened with the Ted Shreveport, La.

North Players circle stock company re-
cently In Skidding. Gingles’ most re-
cent engagements were with thé Raynor
Lehr and Wallace Bruce companies.

THE HIGH-BROWN TRIO, Jones,
Craig and Dell, will be with Thomas L.
Finn's Uncle Tom’s Cabin Company
the coming season.

JOHN AND FERN RAE are now with
the stock company at the New Ashland
Theater in Kansas City, Mo. John infoes
that- the company, which opened there
February 22, -has been enjoylng a
healthy business. -

- Kansas City Ripples
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 OPENING SEASON SPECIAL OFFER

200 One-Sheets, 1 Color, Quality Stock....... $8.
200 Cards, 14x22, 1 Color, Sign Card Stock.. 'lW
POSTERS, DATES. HERALDS. BONTRAOTE

Every Show Requirement.

HIGHEST QUALITY-—QUICK SERVICE
HARRISON' SHOW PRINT, New London. O.
P , A~
AT LIBERTY-—Zor cone o en " voate:
Sober and reliable. My salary your
‘TER H. BYRD. 103 S8turm Bt., Greene-
ville. ‘Tenn. i)
AT LIBERTY AFTER MARCH 8,

FERNS and AVIS

COMEDXAN AND INGENUE.
Versatile and experis Dramatic. Musical
Eq) 3

Comedy and Vsudavllle

{ng. Eccentric Dancing and Comedy Acts,

A-1 wardrobe. Hotel Elliott, Des Moines, Ja. _
Violln.lst. Orchestra Leader.

Wife - experienced _Tlcket s=ller
price for Banner

X

Bariton
Wﬂl
Privilege on good Drnmnt c,
ENR'

%‘2&?'

Show. Have car. 'Y LAREON, 816 E.'

8t., Kansas Olty, M e
AT LIBERTY—First 'ums in three years. WM, '
H. TIBBILS, Agent, Business Manager. Olose’

contractor. (et the paper up and the op

Ask nl.eaueﬂox“eil!w Have a o%:{' Just oﬂers Ige all
you can a pay _a man. m
TIBBILS-—Cha 9

racter Woman. erience,

robe and abmby few hokum SDedﬂﬁu.
Ellltl;ﬂiy Joint or single. Columbis Hotel, Kansas
0.

AT LIBERTY
Chic and Estelle Pellette

CHIC—A-1 Oomedian or' General Business, 'Trome
ads, Ingenues or Set-

5 4:

, ond Business, sure-ﬂre Double Singing and Danc-

worklng gmm Dramatic Tent Outfit,
NS Lang season. _Other useful people write. STt

ng wardrobe, pere
sonallty and pep. Equlty Lake H:Ien Fls. &

WANTED—Four Hawailans, vocal and string; Ade
vance Man with car, Boss Canvasman, Heavy Man, -
State all. Mrs. Ed
arson and Baxters. Marle McLean, answer

'ABANISS PRODUCTIONS, 1016 Market St--

Lol G

WANTED

‘Tent Show Outfit To Buy For Cash.
MOTORIZED IF POSSIBLE,

Must be fully ctor D

State fully how long outm used and condition.
elemd consideration given outfits near Chicago.

Write 8. Box 26, care Billboard, 1560 Broade

way, New York.

MANAGERS, DON'T OVERLOOK
“HARDBOILED ARCHIBALD ”

The Funny, Different Comedy. A Proven Buccess,
1 Easy Set, 5-3 or 5-2.
%25.00 for Season. Get Your Script Now,
FRED REETHS, JR.. 801 South Cherry Street,

Marshfeld, Wis, <
Have several Dye_“

ANT ' 160 Folding Chalrs.
Drg;g for sale cheap.

BEN WILKE'S STOCK COMPANY WANTS -
Repertoire People in all lines, doubling Band and
Specialties. Real Comedian with Dancing Speciale
ties. Pleasant engagement. Our c¢anvas season
runs about 30 weeks. opening April 26 at All
Il. Rehearsals two weeks earlier., WANT veras~
me %eople only. Week stands. Pay your own.

that never m!ued a galary day

KANSAS CITY,« Mo,~ March 1—Bllly
Weston Smith has signed for the 1lth
consecutive year with the Allen Bros.
Stock Company, which will open in Dex~
ter, Mo., early in the spring. As a comic
Billy is rated a topper.,

AL BONFANTI, after a restful vaca-

tion with his brother residing in the

Ozarks, has returned to this city to

prepare for his coming season with

Hugh Ettinget's Jiggs.-and Maggie show.
B. BESSIE HALE has returned to the

Cuban Gardens here for a return en-

gagement. Miss Hale is one of the few
to enjoy that honor. Cuban Gardens is

Ransag City's most exclusive supper

club.

' "BOB EVERLY, last season with the
Edgar Jones Company, is wintering in
Richmond, Mo.

HENRY W. WALDROP and Arthur
Ca.va.n&ughi are playing with the come
pany. at the State Theater. Seminole,

Kla.

ONE GOOD THING to remember {8
that bragging to city officials usually
increaseg the licenses.

TILLIE PAOLI have Just
closed with 'Dude Arthur in Texas.

OTIS EATON, well-known Mid-Western
leading man, is visiting with friends and

" relatives in Webster City, Ia.

OSMOND SPRADLING i{s now con-
nected with Bill Scott’s’ Orchestra in
Wytheville, Va.
with the Paul English Players. -

THE MARY-FRANK PLAYERS are
preparing for an early spring opening.

THE NATIONAL Calliope Corporation
‘has moved to its new locatjon on
Wyandotte street, in the building for-
merly occupied by the Gordon Howard
Candy Company.

CORA ADAMS SOHNS is visiting with
friends in Du Bolis, -Pa.

RAY ALPH ‘recently arrived here from
California.

W. A. PENDEXTER, has returned to
the city after spending a few weeks with

¥

w
>~

Spradling was formerly®

GEORGE AND BILLY WALSH, for-
merly with Fred Brunk’s Comedians, has
returned here after a lengthy vacation
with their folks in St. Louls.

THER RECENT arrivals include
Hazel Stanford, Braxton Mix and Evelyn
Belfert.

“BUDDY” CALVIN, who closed with
the Wlthrow Stock in Billings, Mont.,
recerftly,  has joined the Billy Fortner's
Comedians, now playlng circle stock out
of St. Joseph, Mo, Calvin will pla.y leads.

CHARLES C. RUMMEL is visiting Mr.
and Mrs. Lester Lindsey in Marshall, Mo.
Rummel was assoclated with the Lindsey
show for elght years in the capacity of
director.

PICQUE HUSTON, the past season with
Ed Ward's Princess Stock Company, ar-
rived in the city last week and will re-
malh here until spring.

JOHN AND MONA RAPIER have
signed with the J. Doug Morgan No. 1
Show for the coming season. At present
they are playing in stock here.

THE WRIGHT PLAYERS closed
Wednesday in Lathrop, Mo. The Players
had a successful season and the reason
for the closing is a mystery. +

BILLY (DUDE) ARTHUR has leased
Codfish Aristocracy and Are You ¢
DBemocrat? for his tent season.

ARTHUR PORTER, formerly with
Dubinsky’s Show, 1s now with Journey’s
End, playing the Shubert Theater.

LEWIS OSTRANDER has returned to
his home here after & four weeks’, vaca~
tion in Chicago. He closed recently with
the -Jane Hastings Sfock Company in
Brantford, Ong.

HARRY OWENS, prominent 1n the rep.
field, is staging a home-talent dramatic
show in Arlington, Ill,, for the benefit
of the local Catholic church. The prin-
cipal part will be played by his wife, for-
merly Mayme Lasley. :

HUGH AND MAY ADAMS are winter-
ing in New Orleans. The Adatnses
operated a repertoire show thru Michigan
last season. 3 v =

b’

or owed & performer a pen to,
height and ulnr.v first let.(:er Addreu nAh]%l 'ﬁ}g

WANTED .

Leading Man, Lendlng Women, Hesvy Men, A.ll'
must be youn, with

Btate if direct, ha,ndle ataxe. double-orchestra or do
specialties. Non-Equity. Cornet. Preference
ven if direct orchutru Dmmmer who plays®
Xylophone. Working Men who drive trucks. Make
nngyh low tor long, sure season. Rehearsa!a

BUD HAWKINS'

245 Parkside Streot. JACESON, MISS,

Short Cast Scripts

my past season’s successes,

also the omer ¥

la 8, 1inch i O o
Ecg“ y?c udlng M.Il 1on|lre an.d_nz’lnp.per
Hills™, eto. Includmz seuon's royalty, $3.50

Send for list now. before I ge
busy with my tent show. s t

JOHN LAWRENCE
WORTHINGTON, INDIANA

200 ONE-
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per‘eg;m en snaw-v nun
DMI('IA% ros'r:u CAB
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Bosulis.
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‘Gabloids

Conducted by WILLIAM SACHS—Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O.

I

Bob Shaw;f lSees
Tab. Revival

Demand for miniature
musicals shows increase in
last several months, he says

BPRINGFIELD, O., March 1.—With all
the talk in recent months centering
around the rapid strides which the
talkies have made In the last several
years, very little has been sald about
the comeback whith has been staged by
the musical tabloid field In the last
several months, Bob Shaw, tablold man-
ager of the Gus Sun Booking Exchange.
with headquarters in this clty, said in a
report handed out here this week.

“While talkles have made an inroad in
all forms of stage attractions, they have
hit vaudeville far harder than tabs.,”
Bhaw states. He advises that the Sun
offlee in recent months has recelved nu-
merous requests for tab. presentations
and a string of these bookings are sched-
uled to start in a few weeks. Accord-
ing to Bhaw, the Sun firm has lined up
eight new theaters, which will begin a
regular musical tab. pollcy within the
next six weeks. To take care of the
extra demand for these attractions the
Sun office 1s adding 10 new shows to the
cireuit.

“As a result of the talkie invasion
many of the exhibitors were caught with
a heap of big film contracts on thelr
hands whioh they were forced to play,”
Shaw reports. “It was impossible, under
Jhe circumstances, to play stage attrac-
tions with the fillm contracts which they
held, so they abandoned tabs. to keep
thelr heads above water. This has been
the case in practically 50 per cent of the
towns booked by our office and was the
real cause for the theaters abondoning
stage shows. Now that the managers
are finishing their various contracts they
will again be able to give their pafrons
stage attractions for which the theater-
gders have been clamoring for some
ime."”

Shaw states that the Band Box Thea-
ter here, operated by the Gus Sun firm,
has been playing tablold attractions con-
tinually: since last July agailnst every
known form of talkie competition, and
the house ls now doing better business
than 1t has ever done in its palmiest
days.

Arthur Hauk's Sunshine Revue, cur=
rent attracti~n at the Band Box, is doing
a gratitying business, Shaw avers.

Talkies Oust Tabloids
At Rivera, Rock Island

ROCK ISLAND, Iil, March 1. — The
tablold stock company at the Rivera
Theater closed last Saturday. when the
house began a new policy of talking pic-
tures. The company has been playing
the Rivers since Christmas Day and
business until the time of closing was
good. John Koetls, Rivera manager, ex-
pressed. his satisfaction in the company’s
work and stated that he hopes to bring
the folks back at a later date. Incl-
dantally, the company's getaway offering
was Over the Hill o the Poorhouse.

In the Rivera tab. at the time of
closing were Homer Meachum, comedian
and manager; Frank J. Martin, come-
dian; B. W. Snedeker, straights; Jean
Conlin, juvenile; Mr. and Mrs. Hal
Lawrence, general business; Goldine
Snedcker, soubrét, and Dottle Mayfield,
soubret. The . chorines were Estelle
Davis, Evelyn Archer, Eleanor De I.com,
Jo Clark and Dottle Mayflald.

RUBE MARTIN,
serving in the capacity of producer-
comedian with Monsieur Geoffrey’s
Crown Imperial Players in Mobile,

who is now

Ala. Martin has in the past ap-
peared with wvarious tabloid attrace
tions over the Sun and Spiegelberg
circuits, and formerly had his own
show on the road.

Bessie Smith on T. O. B. A.

CLEVELANY, March 1.--Bessle Smith,
well-known blues shouter, opened with
her Moanin’ Low show on the T. O. B. A.
Circuit at the Glove Theater here Mon-
day. Appearing in support of Miss Smith
are Ethel Willlams, Hopé Black, Dannie
and Eddle, "Sim"” Howard, “Kid"” Wal=-
lace and Rogers and Rogers.

Crown Imperial Lineup

MOBILE, Ala., March 1--The cast of
the Crown Imperial Players, who have
just begun an indefinite stay in this
city, is made up of Rube Martin, pro-
ducing comic; Monsieur Geoffrey, dancer;
Billle Keys, ingenue-soubret; Jack Miley,
general business; Jack Hutchison, char-
acters; Mildred Leroy, comedienne;
George Stuzman, characters; John Garth,
juvenile leads; Jacquie Rancy, leading
woman; Anita and Geoffrey, classical
dance team. Mme. Daniles is. wardrobe
mistress.

The chorus includes Vale LeKour,
Evelyn Gould, Loraine Thorn, Eula May,
Flo Lawrence and Bonnie Rose. The
company is doing all-gceript bills, and
changing twice weekly., Buslness to date
has been of a satisfactory nature.

Coal Fields Good
For Teddy Bears

Billy Leicht’'s Tediy Bear Girls, headed
by Margie Wright and Babe Knight, is
enjoying a pleasant and profitabe tour
thru the coal fields of West Virginia.
The company is clicking nicely in that
sectlon and could remain there indefi-
hitely, Manager Leicht advises, but
bookings arranged earlier in the season
make It impossible. The Taidy Bear
Girls are carded to move into a stock
date around the middle of March.

Since the show’s recent engagement at
High Polnt, N. C., Billy Leicht has been
handling the matter of booking the show
himself and to date has been very suc-
cessful.

CARROLL BAKER is at present so-
journing in 8t. Louls and will head for
Cincinnati in another week,

The Chatterbox

By BILL SACHS

NOTE—The opinions stated in this column are those of the writer
and need not réflect the policies of The Billboard, which are expressed

on the editorial page —ED

ILLY LEICHT, manager of the “Teddy Bear Girls” Company, and
whose name is well known the length and breadth of tabdom, is
one of the optimistic ones in regard to the outlook for better

things in the tabloid field next season.

After talking to various house

managers that are now showing talkies exclusively, Leicht feels posi-
tive that the next season will see a gteat improvement in the tabloid

end of the show game.

“But,” Leicht writes, “there {s one thing that the tabloid managers

will have to do if they expect to remein in the tabloid business and
prosper, and that is to gel rid of their old equipment and idess” The
public wanits new things and not the shopworn ond hashed-over scripts
and bet-you-flve-bet-you-ten bits. To make money one must spend money.”

Manager Leicht does not élaim to have the best tablold in the busi-
ness, and nelther are we goilng to claim that for him. ‘But, ask any
performer or manager in the business and they'll tell you that they can't
retnember when he had a really bad show. Possibly a bit snappy at times,
but never lacking entertalnment value, .

Leicht’s policy is to give the public what it wants, and he i§ forever
spending money to keep his show looking well. That'’is the biggest secret
ag to why his show is always working.® How many treveling tabs. do you
know that have worked as sieadily as the Leichi atiraction this season?
You can count them on the fingers of your one hand. A word to the wise.

Now to get back to the subject of gyp artistes, which we discussed
in The Chatterbox several weeks ago. '‘Sorry to see in The Chatterbox
that another tablold manager has been swindled out of ‘€orne money by
an unreliable performer,” Billy Leicht writes. "I can read between the
lines and just about know who this fellow was. I have pald out more than
$100 to gypping performers this seascn, and have never heard a thing of them
since. Have tried to locate them in various ways, but to no avall. Here's
hoping that we may rid the show world of such rats and glve real actors,
who appreclate good treatment, a chance.”

A8 we have said before, the only way to teach these flim=flam a-tistes
a lesson is to prosecute them to the fullest extent of the law. Just saying
nasty things about them won't do it.

S

Protests Follow
Midnight Ramble

WICHITA, Kan., March 1.--An alleged
indecent mijdnight show presented
shortly after 12 o'clock midnight Sunday
at the Crawford Theater by the Maurice
Cash teb. company, which opened re-
cently at the house for an Indeflnite
stay, has caused & storm of protest here.
Sunday performances are prohibited in
Wichita and as & result Wichite minis-
ters, almost without exception, have
declared themselves opposed to what
they term an "open evasion’” of the law.

The fact that the midnight show is
sald to have been suggestive has added
force to the protests. The matter will
be taken up with municipal, authorities
and the question as to whether midnight
shows shall be permitted In Wichita will
be definitely settled.

In a lengthy story The Wichita Beacon
of last Tuesday stated that whatever
humor there might have been in the
show presented by the Cash troupe early
Monday morning was dispelled by a
serles of suggestive “girly-girly” dances
and off-color gags dished out by the
comedifns. The feminine costumes also
were exceptionally scanty, The Beacon
reporter stated.

Kirk Parrett, manager of the Crawford,
denled that the midnight performance
was vulgar, stating that he had placed
responsible persons in the audlence to
watch for irregularities and they re-
ported none. He expressed a willingness
for the police or any women's organiza-
tion to review the show.

A Billboard representative who saw the
show a week ago saw nothing that might
be termed objectionable.

?

“Pep and Ginger Revue’
Finds Southland Okeh

BRUNSWICK, Ga., March 1—George
Clifford, owner and manager of the Pep
end Ginger Revue, states that despite
the unsettled business conditions and
the up-hill fight agalnst talkie opposi-
tion, his attractlon continues to plug
along to satisfactory business in Southern
territory. The company, Clifford says.
has lost only two weeks in the last year
and a half, and during that time only
two changes were made in the cast.

Charley (Joy) Gramlich is still pro-
ducing comic with the Clifford show, and
Newton Ross 18 handling the second
comedy end. Jack Faircloth is the ju-
venile, and George Clifford, straight man;
Claras Dawn, soubret, and Kenneth Daw-
son, musical director. The show I8
booked solld until June 1, Clifford ad-
vises, at which time he plans to aug-
ment his company to move into a house
which he now has under lease.

If his later plans fall thru, ‘he plans
to close the Pep and Ginger Revpue for &
much-needed rest, to reopen about the
middle of#/September.

Ralph Wallace Signs
For Two More Talkies

Ralph Wallace, late of the H. R. Seamon
Company, Leo Burke's Girl of Mine
Revue and Joe Barnett's Melody Lane
Players, advises The Bilboard that he has
signed to appear in two more all-talking
Western plctures for Universal, beginning
in September.

He is at present making personal ap-
pearances with the Roaming Song Binds
Revue, with “Bozo” Blake and Bessle
Stewart, thru Oklashoma territory.

ALBERT McGEE, who has been located
for some time in Fresno, Calif., left the
Coast last week and after a vislt with
relatives in Illinols and Wisconsin ex-
peots to put out his dancing act again.



Jack Murrel Revue
Is Set Indefinitely

DAVENPORT, la., March 1.—Jack
(Snickles) Murrel and his Parisian Doll
Revue are now in their ninth week of an
indefinite engagement at Harry Pabst's
Star Theater here, with all indications
pointing to at least another nine weeks
at the local house. The Parisian folks
have become big favorites with the Star
patrons, and business has been of a sat-
{sfactory nature since the company be-
gan its stay here. The Murrel organiza-
tion is doing two shows daily, with five
on Saturdays, including a midnight frol-
ic, and four on Sundays.

In the Parisian Doll roster are Rita
Murrel, prima donna; Lillian Browne,
soubret; George Corwin, straights;
Charles (Jake) Holloway, comic, and Jack
(Snickles Murrel, producing comedian.
There also is a youthful and aggressive
chorus.

Before coming to Davenport, the Mur-
rel show played eight weeks at the Su-
perba Theater, Grand Rapids, Mich:;
elght weeks at the Temple, Bay City,
Mich., and eight weeks at the Strande
sault Ste. Marle, Mich. The show had
its beginning at the Superba Theater,
Grand Rapids, in November, 1928, and on
that occasion remalined at that house for
33 consecutive weeks. '

Marshall Walker for
New Fred Hurley Tab.

Marshall Walker, prominent tab. man-
ager, who last week closed his Whiz Bang
Revue in Pikeville, Ky., will be featured
with Fred Hurley’s new tab., which is
scheduled to open at the Band Box,
Springfield, O., March 9. Bud Brownle
will . be teatu:ed in the show with
Walker.

Fred Hurley’s other show is stlll hold-
ing forth at the Princess Theater in
Youngstown, O., and is carded to remain
there for several weeks longer. Business
at the Youngstown house ls said to be
falr.

PAT GALLAGHER, comedian with the
Henry Prather Honeymoon Limited Com-
pany, writes in to say that everything is
hotsy-totsy with the Prather gang.
"This is one that has worked without
losing any time,” Pat pens, “altho not
all the spots were red ones by a long
shot.”

Be a Booster for Milt Schuster

Booking Burlesque, Musical, Dramatic.
36 W. Randolph Street, Chicago, Il

BERNARD’S BOOKS

Comedy PDigest, 1 and 2, $1.00 Each; Bit and
Black-Out Books 1 and 2. $3.00 Each, or the full
set, s'r 00. Resl materlal mr conscienhous produc-
ers. No C. O. HARRY BERNARD, 7421 Mel-
rose Ave., l!ollywood Ccalit

A NEW BIT BOOK READY

The first of every month. The largest outlet for
Blts, Acts, Songs. Openings, Finales in America.
Our new BITBOOK defles all competition. ONE
DCOLLAR A COPY., ORDER NOW. FREE LIST.

PASSAR AND LEWIS
Snite 411. 145 Weat 45th Street, NEW YORK.

Producers-Gomics

Bit and Blackout Bocl No. 3 now ready. Price,
$3.00. Books i, 2 &nd 3 together for $7.00. New.
funny and clean material, Free list of other
Scenes. Alzo llst of Specialties, Dramatic Acts,
Monologues. ete., free.

G. MACK IZG East 34th St.. Ncw York.

WANTED FOR

FRED HURLEY ATTRAGTION

Indeflnite Stock. Onen Sunday. March 9, Band
ox Theatre. Springfield Featurlng BUD
BROWNIE AND MARSHALL WALKER. Uscful
People in all lines seript bills. Young. good-look-
ing Chorus Girls. Musica]l Dircctor with Openms,
wife Chorus Producer. Address BUD BROWNIE,
Manager, Arcade Hotel. Springfield, O.

WANTED

Musical Comedy People

In all Lines for Stock. Must be youthful and
have ability and wardrobe. Make salary within
reason. Juveniles. Character Men, Ingenues,
Soubrettes. Prima Donnas. Chorus Girls, wrlte.
Pay your wires. No ome considered unless
photos submitted. Address MANAGER STOOK
COMPANY. Murray Theatre. Rickmond, Ind.
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145 -163 WEST 47th ST,

$100,000.00 EXPENDED FOR YOUR COBIFORT.
600 Rooms and Bath. Redecorated and Refnrnished.

HOTELS AMERICA AND MANHATTAN

NEW YORK
Bingle Room, Running Water. .. .... $2.00

Single Room, Private Bath............ §2.50-53.00 | Dauble Room, Private Bath............ $3.00-$5.00

NEW MANAGEMENT.

MANSFIELD HALL

\

“45 Steps From Broadway”

Where Theatrical Folk always
feel at home in an atmosphere
of comfort, courtesy and re-
finement.

“Rates To Suit Your Purse”

SINGLE $10.00
DOUBLE $12.00 up

226 WEST 50th ST., NEW YORK

The BILLBOARD HOTEL DIRECTORY

ADVERTISING RATE—One line acréss two columns, consecutive
insertions, payable in advance: 52 times, $35; 26 times, $18. 50 13 times,
$9.60; 5 times, $4.

EW YORK CITY

ACROPOLIS HOTEL...... h 8t....:. Single, wﬁh Private, Bath, $12.50; Double, $14.00
ARISTO HOTEL..101 W. mh (Bet B'wu and 1t Ave.)..Sin., $8 Up; DbL, with Bath, §12 Up

ROOK HOTEL..207 W. 40th St. $1.50 Dally up; $7 Wnkly up; $10 Dnnblz .Phone, Penn 7997
GCI!DSTERSIELD HOTEL. .

130 W. 49th S
AAAAA . From

..Rooms, Running Watcr, $12 Weck...Bryant 8000
| TT TP Longacre 4100

» ...Bryant 7690

_.Phone, Wisconsin 3800
ryant 0573-4-5
.Circle 8300
Lacka. 6800

Up.ouviiiiann Brondwny |nﬂ 31“

om
.Times Square, 42d and 'l!h Avc
139 West 45th St §12
NGE! ates, $2.50 Up..... 7th Ave. and 50th st
HOTEL Tl]‘lES SQ RE..From $2 Up..255 W. 43d S5t. (West o(

MANHATTAN HOTEL.........15 5T West 411). Strect ........ From 52,00 Up.........Bryant 7750
MANSFIELD HALL,........\ Sebe ety e 22228 W. BOth Bt...esusuinsnirnencasass Columbus 5070
AKRON. 0,

FEDERAL HOTEL...2 Federal St... Everything New...Prices Rcasonable...Phone, Main 1363

ATLANTA, GA.

EDISON HOTEL,.,.........Bhow Folks’ Headquartera............ $1.00 per Day, $5.00 per Week
BOSTON, MASS.
ALPHIN HOTEL.......... Low Theatrical Rates.......... 331 Tremont 8t...... Telr, Hancock 1650

COMMONWEALTH HOTEL........6........% Near State House ..........
HOTEL ARTHUR....Cot. a.shmztuu and Boylston Sts....Professional
HOTEL BOSTONIAN . .43a-Howard 8t..Under New Mgmnt. + 8

BU FFALO, N. Yv

Attractive Rates
Hobbard 7650
. .Haymkt 2379

HOTEL CHELTENHAM.............. ading Theatrical Hotel................ 234 Franklin Strcet
HOTEL RALEIGH......,,..Near All ’l‘hestre ........ Profeasional Rates........ 354 Frankiin St.
CHICAGO, ILL,

CLARK AND LAKE HOTEL............. 1 No Cark Street.. .. ...i... Phone Dearborn 2117

2-3-4 Rms.. $10 Week and Up
Week Slnfle, $10 Doubla und Un .Phone, Sup. 5885
. i S‘l Single, $1¢ Double....... 'hone. Superior 8363
ACKE 11 w. Rooms with Bath, uo lml Up .Tel., Superior 1388

LA SALLE MANSIONS. 1039 N La Salle St .Hskpg. Apts., 1 to 4 Rnnrns $8 Week anﬂ Up
NE“’BERRY FURN APTS.853 N. Clark St. Hsl:llg Suites, 58 Wk. and Up; Rms ., $5 Wk. and Up
NEW JA N HOTEL. . Jackson Blvd. and Halsted St..Rooms, per Wk., Up. llaymarkel 1140
PAllK MANSIONS .1762 N. La Salle St..Hskpg. snu!.-x $B Wk and Up, Rms 58 Wk. and Up
EGIS HOTEL..516 N. Clark St..Rates slngle. $7.00 Up;, Double, $10. Up Snperlnr 1322
VEROVA APT. HOTEL. .10M N. Clark St..Hskpg. Apts, 2-3« Rmx Priv. Bllh $10 Week and Up
WESTON HOTEL..,.Madison and Market Sts.. Ruoms. $1.50 and Up....Tel.,. Franklin 2300

CINCIN N ATI,
BOTEL BRAXTON 9th Bl‘ld Vlne SLs Lezﬂin Thel(r(cal Hotel. 18pecial Rates to.the Pro!as(on
HOTE WNE. ngle, $7 and lJn: Dﬂnble, $10. 5 d Up
PALACE EDTEL rally anateﬂ Rooms lal Professlonal Rates
REGAL HOTEL... Opposlle Palace Theatre....6¢h 8t. at Vine.,+.$8 Up slngln, $10.50 Up Dounblc
CLEVELAND, O,
.175 Rms...0pp. xtiths. Loew and Ohlo Thea.,.Low Frof. Rates
DALLAS, TEX.
vess.310 Sonth Ervay 8t.......... Rates, $1.25 per Day and Up, Single
DETROIT, MICH,

FAIRBAIRN HOTEL....JYohn R at Columbla....Downtown....Special Bates to 'l'hn.trleal People
MADRID HOTEL..Ceniral..200 Ems. with Bath. -58 Up, Sln $10 Up, Dbl...Quiet,

HOT! 21
DRESDEN APT, HOTEL. 201 mn St.,Hskpg. A
648 N. Dearborn St.

HOTEL RAL IGH
CE

HOTEL SAVOY...Euclid Ave..

NEW DALLAS HOTEL....

I i Tab. Notes

JOSEPH CAMINITI, tab. and burlesque
performer, is at present sojourning 1D
Brooklyn.

DOROTHY SCHOFIELD has just begun
an ifidefinite run with Wally Carter at
the State Theater, Seminole, Okla.

JOHNNY (BOZO) MATTISE, who has
been out of the tab. business for a time,
is reorganizing and will shortly begin &
tour of the Southland with his company.

THE ORPHEUM, Wichita, Kan., has
discontinued {its tablold policy and s
now operating with straight talking pic-
tures.

S ——

HOMER MEACHUM and wife, Dottie
Mayfleld, and Mr. and Mrs, Hal Lawrence
journeyed into St, Louls following the re-
cent closing of the company at the
Rivera, Rock Island, 1l

GEORGE B. HILL, comedian, who
closed recently with the Facts and
Figures Company, of which Lew Beck=
ridge Is manager, stopped off at the tab,
desk Tuesday afternoon of last week en
route to join George La Fell’s new tab.
at the Lyric, formerly the Walnut, in
Louisville, Ky. Paul Reno Is producing
the La Fell attractlon. George infoes
that his wife and baby have gone to the
gome of his wife’s sister in Deadwood,

RALPH (ELRAY) HELSTON, or any-
one knowing his whereabouts, 18 asked
to communicate immediately with the
Memorial Hospital, Albany, N. Y., a8
Mrs, Helston has just undergone a serf-
o}\lxs operation and is at presént confined
there,

J. MALOY has forsaken tabs. for the
present and ig now doing a double act
with the old-time minstrel maa, Karl
Steele. The duo is working club and
radio dates in the Windy City. Maloy
states that things are plenty blue for the
performers {n Chicago.

FRANK J. MARTIN and B, W. Sned-
eker were arrivals in the Queen City last
week, having tecenty closed with the tab.
at the Rivera Theater, Rock Island, Il
In a vislt to the tablold desk the boys
stated that they would make Cincinnati
thelr headguarters for an indefinite
period. They have severgl plans in mind,
one of which 18 to open g tent theater
company in the spring. Unless they
land something fairly decent they expect
to live on the fat of the land for a while,
The boys looked unusually prosperous
when in Cincinnati and seemed to be

e to go a considerable stretch without
having to wield a plck,

CANAL FULTON, O.-—The Fultonian
Theater was gutted by fire, which started
when fillm ignited in the projection
booth, Loss was estimated at $15,000.

MA!FA!R Al"l‘ TEL. 35 Charlette. Downtown Bskpg :}:u .812. 50 to $15 Week. Danhte
AUL REVER! 400 Rooms......... $8.50 Single, $10 Double
‘HA RRISBU RG, PA.

WILSON HOTEL AND GABAGE..13-5 S. 3d St..Rms., $1 Up..Spec, Weekly Rates..Bell 9648
HOUSTON, TEX,

WOODS HOTEL..,...412 Travis........ Rates, $1.00 and $1.5¢ per Day, $5.08 Illd $8.00 per Week
INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

GRAND HOTEL..The Home of tho Performers..Opposite M‘u!nnl Thenlre .Harry Rnsso, Megr.
PLAZA HOTEL. .Centrally Located......Professional Rates .Fran . Kokemiller, Prop.
KANSAS CITY, MO.

DEL RAY APT. HOTEL....Rooms with Bath....Kitchenétte Snites by Wcek.:.:1334 Central
HOTEL MISSOURE..12th and Central..Kansas City’s Neweat Downtown Hotel..Theatrical Rates
LOUISVILLE, KY.

CONGRESS HOTEL....8ixth_Sireet, Ovpoaitv City Hall....Rates fo Bnit....Phone, Maln 8261
PLAZA HOTEL....Centrally Located....Weekly Rates....Catering to and Owned by Profession
™M EM PHIS, TE N N.

PONTOTOO HOTEL. .Rms., Hot and Cold Water, '7 per Week; Rms., Private Bath, $9 per Week

NEWARK, N.
HOTEL PULLMAN........ 47 SBouth Bt........ Slng!e. $7- $B.\Dunble $10-312........ Mitohell 3461

. PHILADELPHIA, PA
EMBASSY HOTEL .-

16t
OTEL WINDSOR..1225 Fllbrc,rl St..The Home of the Per{ormtr u Week, Bingle,
PITTSBURGH, PA.

HOTEL HENRY.............. Theatrical Headquarters................ 8. Lehner, Gen. Mgl
MONONGAHELA HOUSE. .Rates, §1.00 Up..Near Th:atres and statlons .Mrs. Clara L. Clinton
RICHMOND, VA,

HOTEL RICHMOND............ In the Center of Everything............ W. E. Hockett. Manager

‘SAN ANTONIO, TEX.
125 Losoya St...Downtown...Weekly, $7 and $8; Private Batb, $9 and §12
SOUTH BEND, IND.
COLUMBIA HOTEL..H. B. Feigen, Prop..Rcdecoratcd. . Run. Water All Rms..Rates Reasonable
ST. LOUIS, MO.
MRS. ETHEL EDSTROM.. 4343 Lindell Blvd..Private Rooms.. Homc Cooking..Special Rates
TOPEKA, KAN.
REID HOTEL..Rms., Hot and Cold Water, Ss.ner Week; Prlv, Bath, $8..J. E. Kennedy, Mgr.
TULSA, OKLA.
NEW HOTEL TULSA..... 650 Rooms..... Dining Room..... Cafeteria.
UTICA, N, Y. 3
HOTEL MONTCLAIR..100 Rms, .$2 Dbl., with Bath; $1.50 DbL., Run. Wat. .Lafayette & Wash. Bta

6th and Girard Ave.
$12 Donble

HAMILTON HOTEL...

..Special Theatrical Bates

IRVING HOTEL

Newly Fornished. 917 Walnut Street,
PHILADELPHIA
100 OUTSIDE ROOMS,
Weekly—SIngle, $0; Double, $12; Three, $15.
With Bath—SIngle, $12; Double, $16; Four, lzz
This Rate for Performers Only.

ILLAC HOTE|

(EA Your Home Whilein N. v. \

BROADWAY AND 43D ST., N,
In the Heart of New York.
Nicely furnished With Priva.s
Rooms. Per week 512 ’ Bath, Per week $15
Hot and Cold Running Water and Private Tel-
ephone in Every Room.

Phone, Kingaley, 0580,

IN PITTSBURGH

1T's

HOTEL HENRY

Single Rooms, !lnt and Cold Running® Water,
$1.50 and $2.00,

Doable Rooms, Hot and Gnld Running Water,
$2.50, $3.00, $3.50, $4.0

sln:(lla F“n:ms. with Blﬂl $2.50, $3.00, $3.50

Doul:)lu :tsnnms with Bath, $3.50, $4.00, $4.50,
$5.00, $6.00.
Large Parlor Rooms wllh Bl.lh. four persons to
the Rnum Special Ra
ATE. OFF‘EZB SHOPPE,
Localell aon 5th Ave., at Smithfeld Strest.
EO. 5. LEBNER, Manager.
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‘Playhouse Stock,
Passaic, N. J., Pleases

NEW YORK, March 1.—The Playhouse
Theater, Passaic, N. J., having had many
and varied policies in presentations for
8several years past, I8 now trying out a
burlesque stock policy that evidently
pleases the patrons, for, according to the
reports of the promoters, players and
patrons, the attendance has been profit-
able since its opening presentation,
S8aturday, February 15.

The B. P. Producing Company Is {he
new lessee; Ceorge Defenback, former
manager of Roton Peoint Park, South
Norwalk, Conn., directing manager, and
Joe Hurt!g, formerly of Hurtig & Sea-
mon’s 125th Street Theater, general
manager, with most of the old 126th
Street Theater attaches as alds in the
operation of the house.

Cast iIncludes Jack LaMont, Hebrew
comic; Al Pharr, eccentric comic; Frank
Anderson, tramp comic; Frank O’Rourke
and Lew Harris. straight men; Walter
Weber, character straight man; Vera
‘Walton. ingenue-prima donna; Gertrude
Foreman and Billy Goodwin, ingenuc
soubrets; Betty Junec Ice and Virginia
Wheeler, soubrets, with Virginia sup-
plementing as a dancing specialist.

Chorus iIncludes Luclllee Runyon,
Clarissa O'Rourke, Nancy Adams, Helen
Bell, Vivian Manning, Helen McManus,

. Mary - Swider, Babe Benson, Josephine
8ydik, Jeanette Marshall, Teddy Bares,
Doris Bites, Helen Gordon, Eva Booth,
Helene White, Rae Osborne, Hazel Pax-
ton, Mary Clark, Tootsle Benson, Jean
Richards. Mary Wilson, Sunny Hale,
Grace Baldwin and Peggy Belmont,
Review

Friday, February 21, we caught the
matinee.

Production—Classy and colorful in
full-stage sets, semlicycs,, silk drapes,
pilotorial drops, gowning and costuming.

Presentation—A series of famliliar
comedy bits handled cleverely and clean
under the stage direction of Bennle
Bernard, who also takes part in scenes,
leading numbers, and as the occasion
warrants leading the orchestra.

Everyone In the cast works in sketches,
bits. leading numbers and specislties,
with the fems. teatured on the illumi-
nated runway.

The chorus for the most part has
youth, beauty, talent and ability.

Comment

A talented, able, well-cast company
of clean and clever entertainers.

A distinctive feature of the presenta-
tion, seen in part only by us, was the
appearince of Virginla Wheeler, & pretty,
petite, brunet soubret and dancing spe-
cialist, who opened Monday, attended her
father’s funeral service Tuesday after-
noon and appeared for her performance
Tuesday night. To the patrons mn igno-
rance of her grief her appearance meant
only additional entertainment,
they apprectated by repeated encores; to
her tellow players It meant a sense of
loyalty beyond the conception of those
who ofttimes walk out in the middle of
the week; to the management it meant
reliability; to that admirable little kiddie
it meant hour after hour of grief: to us
a distinctive feature of the presentation
well worthy of recognition. NELSE.

Added Attractions

Mae Brown, featured fem. of Bohemians,
will flll Jn her lay-off week out of the
Apollo with the American Theater Stock
Company, New York.

Tssy Ringgold, colored specialty woman.
augments High Flyers at the Gayety
Theater, Washington.

Toots Brauner augmented the Harry
Steppe Show at the Gayety Theater, De-

oft.
tTopal Osakley augmented Broadway
Seandals at the Gayety Theater, Boston.

which:

BILLIE HOLMES, ingenue pruna
donne of Harry Steppe’s Mutual Cir-
cuit Company, is a native New Yorker,
having appeared in “Town Scandels”,
“Stepping Around”, “Good News”
and the Irving Place Theater Stock
Company, New York.

Gayety, St. Louis,
Home of Burlesque

ST. LOUIS, March 1.— The Gayety
Theater opened as a burlesque house
February 24. This theater was fitted up
to be the home of the Theater Soclety
of St. Louis, which later gave up the
ghost,

There will be two companiés playing,
an all-Negro organization and a white
company. The new enterprise will be
operated by the Crawfords, owners of
the building.

There will be dally matinees at the
Gayety.

Changes in Casts

Bijou Theater (Stock), Philadelphia-—
Micky Markwood, Fritzie White and
June Palmer closed February 15 and
entrained for the Dauphine Theater
Stock Company, New Orleans. Marie
DeVoe, featured fem., and Charles (Uke)
Levine, featured comic; Frank Von Ar-
nold ‘and Virginia Mussio opened Febru-
ary 17. ;

Mutual Theater (Stock), Indianapolis
—Olga Mae opened February 16.

City Theater (Stock), New York—Ruby
Foreman, featured fem. of Tempters,
opened February 24.

Playhouse Theater (Stock), Passaic,
N. J-—Wallace Sisters, dancing speclal-
ists, closed February 15, succeeded by
Virginia Wheeler, ingenue-soubret and
dancing speclalist.

National Winter Garden (Stock), New
York—Carmine opened February 17;
Anna Claire closed Saturday: Bimbo
Davis opened Monday. Rose Bernard
closes Saturday.

Irving Place Theater (Stock), New
York—Bimbo Davis and Paul Ryan closed
February 22. Art Mayer, Charlie Schult2z
and Vivian LaVarde opened February 24

Empire Theater (Stock), Albany—Ed
Jordan. black-and-white-face comic, and
Elsie Raynor opened February 24,

Rialto Theater (Stock), Chicago—Jack
Erickson closed February 22 to join the
Marcus show at Reading. Pa.

Dainty Dolls (Circult)—Bobby Leonard,
juvenile, opened at Allentown.

American Theater (8fock), New York—
The names or Frank Kreamer and Ger-
trude Fox under this heading in our last
issue were erroneous, as they should have
been Leonard Class Kramer and Evelyn
Fox.

New Burlesque Opens
At Liberty, San Diego

SAN DIEGO, Calif.. March 1.—A bur-
lesque production, Fads and Fancies,
directed by Billy Foster, opened at the
Liberty Theater February 23. With the
opening of the new company the com-
edy team of Foster and Seaman makcs
its first appearance here.

Both men have headed thefr own com-
panies over the burlesque circuit in the
East. -The palr retently closed a six-
month engagement at the Follies Thea-
ter in Los Angeles.

The leading feminine role is inter-
preted by Dolly Davies. The ensemble
of 12 young women is directed by Ros2
Carter. Other members of the company
include Hilda Emanuel, of the Burbank
Theater, Los Angeles; Mack White, sing-
jng juvenile, and Walter Owen, come-
dian.

The opening was marked by several
special numbers. Four shows are given.
Each 1s crammed full of peppy songs,
dancing and wisecracks. Two perform-
ances will bc given each night during
the week.

Mrs. Jack Reid Confined
In Pittsburgh Hospital

NEW YORK, March 1.-Jack Reid,
operator-and manager of Record Breakers
on the Mutual Circuit, and his entire
company, are in grief due to the absence
of Mrs. Reid, who iIs now confined to
the South Side Hospital. Mary and Jane
streets, Pittsburgh, Pa., suffering from
valvular heart trouble.

Mrs. Reld is one!of the best known
and most popular womnen in burlesque.
She has been an active member of Jack
Reld’s varlous companies since hg_has
been identified with burlesque up to the
current season. when weakness of the
heart caused her to remain away from
the theater. spending most of her time
in her hotel in the cities played by the
company up to Saturday, February 15,
when she was ordered to the hospital by
Doctor J. A. Munster, who 1s now at-
tending her with every hope of her re-
covery.

Mrs. Reid has been a gulde and
counselor to many boys and girls alike
in Jack Reld's companies and it's & fore-
gone conclusion that those playing Pitts-
burgh will visit her and those who can-
not will write frequently, thereby cheer.
ing her in her present loneliness.

Lyric Theater Stock

HOBOKEN, N. J., March 1.—The Lyric
Theater recopens Saturday next with a
newly organized stock company under
the directing management of Patrick
Eliott, of the Vulcano Producing Com-
pany. and the geheral management of
Ben Gordon, who has engaged KEddie
Welch as producer, and a cast that in-
cludes Art Gardner, Al Watson, Billy
Berning, Jack Regan, Elwood Benton,
Edith Gerne, Ethel Betts, Cecil Seitz and
others.

Irving Place Theate
May Reinstate Mutual

NEW YORK, March 1.—According to &

. reiable report Thursday at noon., Max

Welner, of the Irving Place Theater, and
I. H, Herk and Joe Catalano, of the
Mutual Burlesque Association, have been
negotiating for several days a deal by
which Herk and Catalano may purchase
a 50 per cent interest In the directing
management of the Irving Place Theater.
If the negotiations are completed it
will lead up to the reinstatement of
Mutual Circuit shows at the Irving in
place of the present stock company.

1
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Star and Garter,
Chicago, Goes Dark

CHICAGO, March I.-—Rumors of vari-
ous changes in the bhurlesque  situation
in the West End were cleared up to-
day when notice of the closing of the
Star and Garter on March 14 was posted,
The house, operated for some months
pgst by Johnny Jones, has been losing
money, due to the strong competition
offered by the Academy, around the
corner on Halsted street. It is possible
it will go into pilctures.

Closing of the Star and Garter also
will bfing a change at the Academy. Ar-
rangements have been made whereby a
new company will be formed at the
Academy to alternate between that house
and the Rialto. The former house is
operated by N. H, Barger, and the Rialto
by Jones. Leo Stevens will start or-
ganizing a new Academy company next
week.

The Empire, across from the Hay-
market 'Theater on Halsted and a block
from the Academy and Star and Garter,
“will go into a burlesque policy March 23.

Asked as to the possibility of the Hay-
market returning to burlesque next faill,
Warren B. Irons told a Billboard repre-
sentative it was impossible to say defi-

nitely at this time,

Arthur Clamage is in Chicago today,
but whether his presence bad any con-
nection with pending deals could not be
learned.

Herk Seeks New House
In Kansas City, Report

CHICAGO, March 3.-—Current report
says that I. H. Herk Is seeking to acquire
a new house in Kansas City for stock
buriésque. It is also reported that Herk
is interested In the stock burlesque
which has just been installed in St.
Louis in the theater formerly controlled
by the Theater Soclety of St. Louis.

The shortage of amusements other
than talking and silent pictures in both
of the cities named make the field espe-
cially inviting for burlesque at this time.
No details of "the projected new bur-
lesque operations are obtainable at-this
time.

Changes on Circuit

Mutual route sheet for March 3-8 in-
dicates 35 shows en tour, 4 shows laying

off, viz.: Best Show in Town, out of
Gayvety Theater, Brooklyn; Bare Facts,
out of Paterson; Bohemians, out of

Apollo, New York; Jazztime Rerue, out
of Buffalo

Route sheet for March 10-15 indlcates
35 shows en tour, 5 shows laying off,
viz.: Record Breakers, out of Cincinnati;
Get Hot, out of Gayety, Brooklyn;
Cracker Jacks, out ot Apollo, New York;
Wine, Woman and Song, out of Buffalo;
Speed Girls, out of Chicago.

Perisian  Flappers, Harry Morrissey,
operator and manager, closed thelr sea-
son at the Empress, Cincinnat{, Satur-
day. %

Dainty Dolls has no apparent routing
after March 8.

New York—Columbia Theater, Walter
Reade, owner; Mike Joyee, manager,
scheduled to exit as a Mutual house with
the Sliding Weatson Show March 29. The
theater will be rebuilt along RKO lines
to seat 2,000 patrons of films,

Milwaukee—Gayety Theater brings Ité
Mutual season to s close Saturday with
Girls From Happyland, reopening Mon-
day with a burlesque stock company.

Detroit—Gayety Theater has no &ap-
parent booking after Flapper Follies
March 3-8, therefore the report under
"Detroit Delineations’ of its closing as
a Mutual Circuit house is apparently
confirmed.
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MAX FIELDS AND SUGAR SCHAAD

Book by Max Fields. Music by J. Walter
Riley. Lyrics by Lester Montgomery.
Dances and ensembles by Paul Cair.
Produced and presented Max
Fields at the Columbia Theater,
week of February 24.

CAST—Max Fields, Sugar Schaad, Ann
Fink, Mac Barron, Al Golden, Samnmy
8mith, Al Snyder, Melva Lenzi and Jean
willams.

PRODUCTION—Equal to the best on
the circult for classy, costly, colorful
elaborateness in full-stage sets, semi-
cyes, silk drapes, pictorial drops, light-
ing effects, gorgeous gowning and chic
costumes,

PRESENTATION—A serles of comedy
sketches, bits, dialogs, speclalties and en-
semble numbers conceived and staged by
experts in thelr respective llnes and en-~
acted by & well-cast company of excep-
tionally talented and able players, with
clean, clever comedy, specfalties out of
the ordinary, and. novel ensembles.

Characterizations

Max Flelds requires no descriptive re-
view of his clean-cut, Hebrew-comedy
characterizations suffice it to say that,
with his oft-repeated "look oud dar”, his
lines and actlons, with novel twists and
turns, evoked legitimate laughter and
applause thruout the presentation.

Sugar Schaad, a pretty, petite blond
soubret with natural effervescence, put
personality and pep aplenty into her
every line and act as & light comedienne
in scenes in which she is fully entitled
to the appellation of talking woman,
supplementing with blues singing and
dynamlic dancing specialtics. In which
she excels, and in leading numbers, in
which she was encored repeatedly until
she gave them a flash of her shapely
form in a spot-lighted stage parade.
Verily, Sugar shows a notable improve-
ment In her personality, talent and, abll-
ity and is well worthy of being featured.

Ann Fink, like old wine, improves with
age, for Ann has mastered the art of
characterizing many and varied person-
alities that includes a tough-talking
flapper, & precocious school student a la
Sis Hopkins and a gorgeously gowned
hysterical drunk. As & comedienne, Ann
has few if any equals in burlesque.

Mac Barron, a llkable, clean-faced, be-

ggled, somewhat eccentric, Hebrew sap
comie, evidenced talent and ability In
co-opcration with Fields and other prin-
cipals.

Al Golden (not the producling straight
man), & stranger to us in burlesque, has
a likable personality, a distinctive hu-
morous delivery of lines and aggressive
actions & la light comedian.

Sammy Smith, a.clean-cut juvenile,
makes an admirable easy-working
stralght than, likewise an able singing
speclalist.

Al Snyder, another classy juvenile, was
effective In scenes; likewlse as & singing
and dancing speclalist.

Melva Lenzi, & personally attractive
brunet, was an able talking woman in
scenes with Parislan mannerism, and a
meiodious, voluminous singer in leading
numbers and an admirable agset to the

cast.

Jean Williams, @ brunet beauty of the
Ann Corlo type, was of material aid to
the presentation in scenes, but distin.
guished herself far more admirably as a
sweet-voiced singer and dancing special-
ist and a gracetul gliding glorifier of
slender, symmetricals In a spot-lighted
stage parade of her pleasing personality.

Comic Fields and Juvenile Smith put
over a comedy talking specialty that
went over great.

Comic Barron and Straight Golden, in
a comedy cross-fire dialogistic recitation,
humored their llnes and actions for
laughter and applause.

Inez Reals,. a vampy brunet, was ar-
tistlc and realistic in her Spanish-char-
acterized singing and dancing speclalty,
singing operatically and dancing dynami-
cally.

Josephine Seaturro, a pretty, petite
brunet, put over a nifty dancing spe-
clalty, in which she is usually accom-
Panled by her sister, who failed to take
part in the Monday matinee presenta-
tion, due to minor injurles.

The Delaney Sisters, two pretty, petite
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blondes in a dancing speclﬁlty. are on
their way to Broadway.

CHORUS of the high-school-girl type
in youth, beauty and apparent unsophis-
ticatedness untill they evidenced their
fully developed talent, singing in har-
mony and dancing In unison to speclal
music and lyrics in novel ensembles,
when they give one the Impression of a
chorus taken from Broadway into bur-
lesque. Verlly, Max and Anna have ap-
parently raided the cradle in thelr selec-
tlon of choristers, and let it be sald to
their everlasting credit and to that of
the coach that taught them and to the
glrls, individually and collectively, they
have brought to burlesque an ensembie
that i1s fully warranted to grace Broad-
way.

Comment

Granted that Max and Anna have al-
ways glven us superior productions and
Presentations, it is jnexplicable to us
why they have made the lavish expendi-
tures on production and prescntation for
this season when so many inferior shows
are getting by on similar guarantees.

Maybe they were misled by that addi-
tlonal 100 per, promised operators, or
maybe they are figuring on fingering
the first prize offered for superior pro-
ductlons and ptesentations, for their
present production is one of the excep-
tlonal few that evidences care of scenery
and wardrobe.

In all probability they got the 100 per
as long as It lasted, and it remains to be
seen If they get any one of the first
prizes promised by the M. B. A; and if
they don’t, the M. B. A. will have to offer
an invulnerable allbl to reviewers. in
general to convince them that the prizes
were awarded honestly and impartially,
for we are confldent that the aforemen-
tioned reviewers will coincide with us
personally tn our opinlon that Max
Field's Kuddling Kuties 1s one of the
exceptional few productions and presen-
tatlons on the circult worthy of a major
prize.

Columbia Theater Company

Willle Creager and his orchestra han-
dled the speclal musi¢ and Iyrics at the
Monday matinee with the ability of mas-
ter musiclans.

Lee Smith is gradually shedding sweet
simplicity for what the patrons demand
is teasing strips,

Jean Steele sprung a sweet-simplicity,
seminary-gowned ensemble that camou-
flaged a teasing strip.

Billy Koud has revived his former plan
of promoting choristers to principals by
glving Claire DuPont and Anita Page an
opportunity to step out of line for a
nifty: dancing routine that stopped the
show, thereby settlng an example that
the other dancing dolls can follow
to their own advantage and please the
patrons —NELSE.

Matt Kolb’s Stock

LOUISVILLE, iMarch 1—Matt Kolb
and a newly organized stock company re-
open the Gayety Theater tonight,

Bad Burlesque Ban;
Police Censoring

NEW ORLEANS, March 1.--Superin-
tendent of Police Ray Issued orders to
Sergeant Edward DeLatte to notify R. J.
Levy, manager of the Dauphine Theater,
that his stock company presentations
must be free of all objectionable Hnes and
actlons, and the feminine players prop-
erly clothed, otherwise the police would
clos¢ the house in thelr effort to ban
bad burlesquc.

The Dauphine Theater S8tock Cam-
pany. it 18 alleged. has been gliving some
torrid shows, and it has come to a show-
down, with the police censoring all per-
formances.

Leon DeVoe Is the producer of comedy
and Myrna LaBell is staging the dancing
ensembles. Micky Markwood and BllIly
Tanner are the featured comics. Tillle
Ward. Curls Mason, Fritzle White and
June Palmer are the fcatured fems.

Garrick Theater Stock

ST. LOUIS, March 1.—The Garrick
Theater, former Mutual Circuit house,is
all set for a season of stock with
Emmett Callahan as directing manager;
Al Golden, producer, and Frankle Raul;
ston, stager of numbers.

The cast Includes Charles (Tramp)
MecNahly, Billy Baud, Happy Hyatt, Joe
DeLano, Lolita, Ruth Bradley, Margie
Bartel, Dolly Glenn, Shirley Carson, aug-
mented by 24 choristers,

Joln G. Jermon Changes
Policy at Albany, N. Y.

NEW YOREK, March 1—John G. Jer-
mon, lessee of the New Empire Theater,
Albany, changed the policy of hils pres-
entations from ecircult to stock com-
pany recently. The cast includes Kail
Bowers, Sam Mitchell, Jack La Mont,
Cora Stark, Harry Beasley, Elsle Raynor,
Elsle Stanton and Leona Reld.

The New Empire {8 another house that
falled to draw profitable patronage with
circult companies.,

Placements

Ike Weber Agency, New ¥ork, has
made placements, viz.:

Empire Theater (Stock), Albany—
Harry Beasley and Frances Brownle in
cast, and Sylvia Chester, half-man-half-
woman, as added attraction, for one
week February 24.

Bijou Theater (Stock), Philadelphia—
Diana LaMar, soubret, in cast, and Raf-
fles and Company, safe-cracking act, for
week of March 3.

City Theater (Stock), New York-—Vir-
ginla Jones, featured fem., on runway.

American Theater (Stock), New York
—Sally Van, soubret, opened February
23; Joe Rose, producer, opened February
24; Paul Ryan, stralght, and Aon Paul-
son, soubret, opened Sunday; Bert Faye
is the added attraction for current week.

{]

SEEN AND HEARD.

SALLY REED. a pretty, petite, red-
headed Bostonian, formerly of the Pret-
ty Babies circult company, is now dis-
tinguishing herself on the City Theater
runway until her directing manager,
Morrie Seamon, compléetes negotlations
for her entry into a Broadway produc-
tion. Morrie claims that Sally 18 the
"find"” of the season.

MILDRED COZIERRE, “the voluptuous
red-headed vamp’, of the Irving Place
Theater, New York, is sporting a two-
karat diamond platinum ring given to
her last week by her hubby, Perry Cas-
well, of the Palace Theater, Cleveland.

ALICE BARBER subbed for Mabel Lee
in Ginger Girls in Montreal during
Mabel’s absence due to the death of her
mother.

ANN CORIO, featured fem.eof Girls
in Blue, gets them coming and golng,
producers, players, patrons, and now its
the musiclans, for Nate Irving and his
orchestra at the Palace Theater, Wor-
cester, presented Ann with a Iife-size
portrait of herself In the center of a
heart-shaped valentine. Boys will be
boys, but there is only one Ann Corio.

JOAN COLLETTE, featured fem. of
the American Theater 8tock Company,

New York, Is the proud possessor of a
pedigreed prize-winning Boston Bull that
she has christened "Bugs”, in all proba-
,bility as a constant reminder of the
donor, and his former pet of the same
name, but it will be no jest to Jess.

MORRIE SEAMON, formerly of Hurtig
& Secamon's 125th Street Theater, New
York, later manager of Pretty Babies,
and more recently manager of the Ma-
Jestlc Theater, F't. Wayne, Ind., closed
February 15 and returned to New York
for reasons that he hasn't as yet made
public.

ABE FINEBERG, for several years
manager of the Gayety Theater, Louls-
ville, and more recently rellef manager
of Mutual Circuit shows, is now asso-
ciated with N. W. Farnum, of Schenec-
tady, as lessees of the Warburton Thea-
ter, Yonkers, a motion picture house.

JOHNNY SHEPARD, lightweight pugi-
list and former mayor of Columbia Cor-
ner, more recently recreating in Phila-
delphia, has gone to Hot Spring.

TOMMY (BOZO) SYNDER, former fea-
tured comic of Columbia Circuit com-
panies, now on the RKO Time, during
his recent playdate in 8t.'Louis called
on his burlesque frlends at the Liberty
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Music Hall, where he was given & warm
welcome by 8idney Flelds, Bonham Bell
and Jack Ormsby.

JACK BIRMINGHAM, former agent in
advance of Columbia Circult companies
and circuses, confined in the U. S. Naval
Hospital, Boston, for nearly a year, has
recovered sufficlently from his World
War allments to negotlate an engage-
ment for the coming circus season,

LORNE RICHARDSON, concession
manager for the Jacobg Brothers at the
Gayety Theater, Kansas City, entrained
February 10 for Houston, Tex., where he

‘held a similar position with the Jacobs

Brothers for the last two seasons at the
Houston baseball park. Lorne will be
accompanled by Mrs. Richardson.

JULES LaPORTE, charactcer straight
man, formerly of Billy (Beef Trust)
Watson's Chicken Trust, and producing
straight man for the New 125th Street
Theater stock company, New York, for
the last 30 weeks, closeqd his engagement
recently and entrained for Cleveland
for a visit to the old folks at homec.

HELEN NELSON and her fellow mem-
bers of Kitty Madison's Jazztime Revue,
while playing Kansas City, staged a din-
ner in honor of their friend, Dinky Dare,
and her husband, Elton F. Lamb, a
manufacturer of that city, in celebration
of their recent marriage and their honey-
moon to the Orient in June. Dinky was
the recipient of many ornamental and
useful gifts.

ETHEL DE MILLE GRACEY, chor-
ister, formerly with Ed Sullivan’s
Dimpled Darlings Company, recently
jolned the Girls From Happyland at the
Empress, Cincinnati. Her husband, Billy
Gracey, musical comedy manager and
director, is seriously i1l in a Philadelphia
hospital and would be pleascd to hear
from frlends.

BOB STANLEY, late of ihe Academy
Theater Stock Company, Chicago, is con-
fined to the Michael Reese Hospital, Chi-
cago, where he will welcome visits and
letters from friends,

GEORGE YOUNG has succeeded Sam
Reider as manager of the Gayety Theater,
‘Kansas City.

IRVING BECKER, manager of Lefin’
Thru, filled In his lay-off week out of
the Apollo by pinchhitting for Rube
Bernsteln as manager of the American
Theater, New York, while Bernstein was
promoting in Washington.

LARRY FRANCIS, the singing straight
man of burlesque and yaudeville, staged
a birthday party for Sue Mlildred Francis
at thelr home February 13, which was
attended by many well-known bur-
lesquers; likewise Little Martha Francls,
featured film kiddle, and her little
brother, Jimmie Francis II.

FRANCINE LaGERE, after a brief va-
catlon to her homefolks In Cincinnati,
returned to the cast of the Academy
8tock Company, Chicago.

STAFF NOTES
(Continued from page 24)

film bookings for most of this year. . At

his theater he has a mixed policy sand-

wiching road shows of legit., tabloid, etc.,

with the pictures.

LIONEL H. WASSON, former managcrs
of the Des Moines Theater, Des Moines,
has been appointed assistant city man-
ager for Publix houses in Omaha, Was-
son was manager of the Majestic and
Isis theaters {n Cedar Raplds before going
fo Des Moines three years ago. For the
last seven months he has been manager
of the World, Omaha.

LEONARD FREID, for the last seven
years manager of the Paramount Thea-
ter, Falrbault, Minn., has been trans-
ferred to BEau Claire, Wis, as assistant
manager of the Eau Claire Publix thea-
ters. He succeeds Robert Carey, who &c-
cepted & position with the film cxchange
in Minneapolis.

IRVING SBOLOMON, former manager
of the Publix Paramount Theatcr, Tolc-
do, O., last week became manager of the
Publix Piccadilly Theater, Rochester, N.
Y. Harl Wallover, former meanager, was
transferred to New Orleans, H. W. Ball-
horn, former treasurer at the Eastinan
Theater, Publix house, was named as-
sistant manager at the Plccadilly, and
Jack Loder, also of the was
made publicity director.
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Good Director
Is Important

Little theaters should main.
tain the services of a good,
experienced director

Little Theater organizations can hard-
ly go wrong if the right sort of director
is gulding the dramatic ship. A good
director can make any group a worthy
one, and an incapable, Inexperienced di-
rector can senc the best theatrical ef-
forts and endcavors to the scrap heap.
A pgood, experienced director can take
ra8w, green substance and develop it into
artistic, fruitful talent. On the other
hand, the poor director can extinguish
the latent spark that lles within that
raw, green material and simply kill the
seed that waits in fallow ground. It all
lles in the hands of your director
whether or not your talent will be
fanned into blossoming maturity or hid-
den under a bushel.

Finding the right director is no easy
matter, but once you do gain him, every
possible co-operation should be extend-
ed his efforts. He should be given mn-
limited and undivided support. Granted
and given the help, confidence and co-
operation of his group, the good direc-
tor will soon prove his worth. He knows
what It is all about; he knows plays,
and the kind of plays best suited to his
people; he knows how to cast and just
who can best fit into that particular,
difficult role. He knows a good setting
from a poor one and his experienced
advice will develop those In his group
with a flair for things artistic and me-
chanical. He knows how to pick and
choose and find those who can act, those
who can design, whether it be scenery
or costumes; In other words, your di-
rector must be a student of human na-
ture as well as the capable leader of
your dramatic endeavors.

A good director Is like a good engineer;
he can keep the wheels of the little the-
ater moving In just the way they should
go. His sound, clear thinking, his good
judgment, his earnestness and intelli-
gence can and will eliminate many of
the troubles that creep into even the
most sincere organizations,

Little theater groups that are blessed
with experienced, intelligent and con-
scientious directors are fortunate indeed
and their appreciation can best be shown
by unstinted support in their behalf.

Williamsport, Pa., Group

Presents “The Show-Off”’

Selection of proven plays by the Come
munity Players of Williamsport, Pa., with
a view to arousing greater public interest
in Little Theater productions, is em-
phasized by the choice of The Show-Off,
as the second play this season. The well-
known play was given recently under the
capable direction of Willard G. Foster.

Foster has *‘deserted” the professional
stage temporarily to direct the plays of
the Williamsport group. Foster was with
Mary Ro'and in Women Go On Forever
during 10628.

Well-Known Actor
Now L. T. Director

Charles M. Seay, of New York City, well
known as an author, actor and director
of the stage, silent and talking pictures,
has been engaged by the Little Theater
group of Palestine, Tex. He directed and
produced The Whole Touwn's Talking,
which was presented by the Texas group
in January.

The Heckscher Theater, of New York
City, produced Seay’s Pearl Ruby Rose
for the first time in New York last spring

Jacksonville Little Theater

Presents Border Drama

Before a large and well-pleased audi-
ence, the comedy drama, The Bad Man,
by Porter Emerican Browne, was recently
presented by the players of the Llittle
Theater of Jacksonville, Fla. This was
one of the regular monthly perform-
ances, and was offered with great atten-
tlon to detail and appropriate scenery
and costuming. The staging and proper-
tles were by Dick Grether, and costumes
by Will Louis. Tha production was given
under the direction of Ela Lillian
Macklin. The play was admirably di-
rected and exceptionally well recelved.
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VERNER L. HALDENE, director

for the Youngstown Players, Youngs-
town, O.. who states that dramatics
have become one of the most popular
“indoor sports” in Youngstown.

Youngstown Litttle Theater
Has Strong “Pulling Power”

While basketball, indoor golf, boxing
and ping pong have threatened to be-
come Youngstown's favorite sports dur-
ing the winter, 2 new diversion has ap-
peared on the horizon. It is dramatics
and now holds the highest “batting av-
erage” among the city’s indoor sports.

Since the opening of the Youngstown
Players' new season in September the
number of active members has almost
doubled, and membership has reached
into .many of the surrounding towns.
Since the opening of the new season
30 members have been added to the act-
ing group, 10 members to the technical
staff and two additional playwrights.

Monthly forum meetings are held the
first Monday of every month, at which
time some outstanding play is reviewed
and discussed. The Youngstown Players
have just added a beautiful new velour
cyclorama curtain to thelr stage equip-
ment, and are working out some striking
scenic and lighting effects.

All productions and activities come
under the direction of Verner L. Hal-
dene.

Varsity Show

Called “Hello, Pharaoh”

After three months of preparation, the
mansgement of the annual varsity show
at Columbia University, New York, has
decided that this year’s offering will be
called Hello, Pharaoh. An Egyptian

background is promised for the produc—

tion.

The authors of the plece are Willlam
P. Smith, author of last season’s presen-
tation, and Seymour Bloom. The per-
formance is to take place at Mecca Tem-
ple, March 12-15. 2

Children Have
Leading Roles

An interesting proguction was recently
presented at the Communify Playhouse,
San Francisco. The child players of the
Talma-Zette Wilbur Dramatic Studios,
assisted by members of the Theater Arts,
Inc., appefired In four one-act plays of
especial merit.

Little Blossom Ascheim, aged 8, was
featured in the parst .of Norah in the
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dramatization of Charles Dickens’ Holly
Tree Inn. Blossom has already shown
remarkable histrionic ability.

While it is not unusual to have chil-
dren’s plays, it is a bit unusual to have
children appearing with grownups, and
playing the principal part, as was done
by these\ players,

Monticello Players,

New York City

The Monticello Players, one of Néw
York’s premiere Little Theater groups,
announce the opening of their books to
a limited number of experienced amateur
players. Young men above average height
are particularly invited to apply. The
players have Merrileon Wise, by Miles
Malleson, in rehearsal, but due to diffi-
culties in casting, it has been delayed.

Two new features are added to the
program of this very active group, 2 dic-
tion class and a make-up class.

The players expect, to reappear upon
the air within the next few weeks thru
Station WOV.

Civic Children’s Theater

Of Piusburgh, Pa.

The Children's Theater of Pittsburgh
planned a “tournament of ‘children's
plays"”, which was held during National
Drama Week. We understand that the
lucky winner is to be awarded a six
months’ scholarship in dramatics under
one of Pittsburgh’s leading expression
teachers.

First Little Theater
Started in Europe

We have been asked many times
where the Little Theater movement first
started and the names of the first llttle
theaters. According to history it began
in Europe with the Theater Libere In
Paris previous to the opening of the
Moscow Art Theater of Constantine
Stanislavsky, which started in 1890.

The- first little theaters in America
began about 1911 with Maurice Browne’s
Little Theater in Chioago and Mrs. Ly-
man Gaeale’s Toy Theater in Boston.
Neither of these pioneer little theaters is
now in existence.

The Washington Square Players of
New York City began in 1915, ang the
Provincetown Players, recently disband-

~ed, began a summer colony at Cape Cod,
Mass., In 1915.

The lttle theater movement is spread-
ing and new groups are constantly or-
ganizing.

Texas Man Wins Three
Play Contest Places

S. E. Jennings, of Waco, Tex., made
a clean sweep in the one-act play-writ-
ing contest conducted by Longmans,
Green & Company, New York play pub-
lishers, by winning first, second anc
third places with the manuscripts which
be submitted for the State contest re-
cently, according to an announcement
made by Carl Glick, director of the San
Antonio Little Theater, who hand@d the
Texas plays for the publishers.

‘The winning plays will be sent to New
York, compared with the winning offer
from other States and the final winner
will be produced by the American Acac-
emy of Dramatic Arts.

French Amateur
Thespians Organize

Under the title of Union des Socletes
d'art dramatique et lyrique de 1'lle-de-
France, a group has been organized to
encourage the little theater movement
in Paris.
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Princeton’s
New Theater

Triangle Club Players take
possession of new $450,
000 home after dedication

The well-known Triangle Club of
Princeton University, started by Booth
Tarkington about 37 years 2go, moved
into its new home, the McCarter Thea-
ter, February 21. The new theater has
just been completed and the estimated
cost 1is $450,000, part of which was a
$250,000 gift of 'Thomas McCarter, of
Newark., N. J.

The Triangle Players gave their first
performance on the new stage with a
presentation of The Golden Dog, the
musical comedy with which the club
toured the country last«Christmas.

The structure is built of shale stone
in Gothic design to harmonize with
other buildings on the University cam-
pus. Red brick has been woven into the
framework in the auditcridm arches
and the stage sections of the theater.
The stage is 90x44 feet, with a prosceni-
um of 42 feet. A 90-foot clearance be-
tween the roof of the stage permits the
movement of scenery. The new theater
is equipped with all the latest type elec-
trical and mechanical devices, and s
modern in every respect.

The audience that came to witness the
dedication ceremonies and the produc-
tion of The Golden Dog also saw the
fulfillment of what had been for 40
years only a dream.

Besides the production to be given by
Princeton's own Little Theater Players,
it is planned to invite productions of
the professional stage to the McCarter
Theater from time fo time, and in May
the Triangie Club and the Theater In-
time, the Little Theater of the campus,
will present Monsieur Beaucaire. This,
of course, will be given in honor of
Booth Tarkington, the first president
and organizer of the club.

The Triangle Club is the dramatic
organization of Princeton University.

Beechwood Players
Of Scarboro, N. Y.

This group recently presented for four
nights The Ajter Cabin in a private
theater built by Frank A. Vanderlip and
Mrs. Vanderlip. The theater is located
on the grounds of the Vanderlip country
home, Beechwood, at Scarboro-on-the-
Hudson.

The cast includes Constance Stein-
schneider, Max Fisher, Ruth Reed. Al-
vina Bolte, Mavis Walsh, Marion Win-
widdie, Paul Pierson, Charles Haviland,
Parker Fennelly, Philip Ober, Jim
Chapman, John Davis, Elliot Weil, Gene
Leonard and James Digby.

Carolina Playmakers
Play in Atlanta, Ga.

‘The Carolina Playmakers, ‘famous lit-
tle theater® group of the University of
North Carolina, presented during Feb-
ruary & bill of three one-act plays in
Atlanta. - Among these one-acters is
Magnolia’s Man, a hilarious comedy of
mountain courtship by Gertrude Wilson
Coffin. The authoress plays the part of
Miss Tish.
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M. Aylesworth
States Views

Pres. National Broeadcast-
ing system looks for new
achievements in year 1930

In a recent report Issued by the Na-
tional Broadcasting System, M. H. Ayles-
worth, president, expressed his hopes and
views of what 1930 may bring forth in
the improvement and betterment of
radio. Following are excerpts from his
reports:

Attention of Writers, Composers

"T am Iimpatient for the time,” states
Ayleswqrth, "when realization of the
cultural' {mportance of network broad-
casting will cause our authors and com-
posers to create new art forms suited
to the audience it provides. The
dramatist, regardless of whether he be
a Shakespeare or a hack writer, molds
his creation to the dimensions gnd
limitations of the theater. Grand opera
must conform to the physical limita-
tions and conventions of the opera
house. Thus far we have created very
Httle art designed primarily for the
microphone. We have borrowed and
adapted from all of the older art forms.
For example, we take a standard grand
opera and cut it down to an hour be-
cause that seems to be about the right
period for opera on the ajr. I hope for
the time when we will create grand
opera for radio broadcasting. Such an
opera would be performed within an
hour and not have to be cut. We have
borrowed and will continue to borrow,
dramatic svritings originally designed for
the iegitimate stage. But we must do
more toward the creation of a dramatio
literature of our own.”

Cites Amos and Andy

“The  oustanding success of the two
comedians known on the air as Amos
and Andy, interests me keenly bhecause
they are working in 2 new art form. They
have gomething suggestive of a serial in
2 magazine at the same fime suggestive
of the dally comic strip. but it s also
new and for the air exclusively. This
original creation, which they can read in
about 10 minutes, has become g0 popular
that when we changed their time on
tho alr last year 100,000 written protests
were recelved within two weeks. No
other art form with which I am ac-
quainted could enlist such a vast and
enthusiastic audience within the sharp
time limitation of about 10 minutes a
day. Surely, this must point the way for
us to new adventures in writing, in act-
ing and in musical compositions.”

Of Interest to Radio Artists

'We have been endeavoring to find
and use nationally the best local talent
known to each broadcasting station of our
network. We now have a special pro-
gram dedicated each week to one of the
stations of our network. The station
whose turn it is to contribute sends
not only talent but announcers and
prominent persons. ‘The theory back of
this arrangement is that we must gather
talent from the whole nation.

“While our efforts to Induce gifted
men and women to express themselves
in forms designed primarily for the radio
audience are still formative and experi-
mental, we have established excellent
relations with the foremost musiclans
and singers.” -

From a general survey radio officlals

“Adir Kings’> Salary

is rumored that Amos and Andy’s
hew contract brings them $100,000 a
year for their brief but daily broad-
casting. Congratulations to Amos
and Andy, we belleve they deserve all
they get. No other feature on the
alr consistently holds its audience as
this team does, and to be the waited
and watched for ether attraction is
something to be prized both by this
comedy team and the Pepsodent peo-
pl2 whose program they light.

Who knows but that a few months
hence a new personality or team may
crash the alr lke a thunderbolt?
Meantime, we salute the comedy
kings of the air.

Billboard
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“Radio Entertainers

By JOSEPHINE M. BENNETT
(Communications to 1560 Broadway, New Yor,é)

Voice Mannerisms Establish

1——

Air Personality, Says Brown

Tom Brown is known to millions of
radio fans as Elmer in the Real Folks
program bfoadcast from Station WJZ on
the NBC chain. Tom, who is but 15

=

years old, gets fan mail from all over
the country.

"Most of these letters,” said Tom, up-
on questioning, 'are from people who
write in a friendly way and say they
feel they know me from my air person-
ality.”

“What is air personality, and how does
one get 1t?" we asked. T

“Goodness, I don’t think I can answer
that,” he laughed with an elfin lttle
sparkle,” but from what I hear other
radio performers and program managers
and people who know say, it is the voice
with unusual mannerisms that gets per-
sonality across the air more than any-
thing else.”

"Just what do you mean by wvoice
mannerisms?”

“I mean.” answered this blue-eyed 1it-
tle boy whose long lashes would meake
Betty Jane think there simply was no

justice, "a voice that has something in
it which separates it from the usual
voice on the air, an individual, distine-
tive volce. It may be a certain little
twist of words, a pleasing accent, a volce
with lots of fire and pep, or maybe a
coff. crooning voice like Rudy Vallee.
Really, I find that I, too, am drawn to
certain voices on the air.”

"“Whose volces, Tom?"

He blushed and chuckled: “Oh, gosh, I
wouldn't dare say, but I like quite a few
of them.”

Despite his few years this handsome
lad, whose soft, brown hair brushes back
smoothly from = majestic forehead, has
appeared ii several Broadway produc-
tlons and talking pictures. Torn played
one of the leading roles in the Para-
mount talker, The Lady Lies, and in this
part he wore his first tuxedo. He ap-
peared In the prolog of the picture Gang
War, in a Harry Delf short reeler and
numerous silent pictures. Tom was also
the kid in the original company of Is Zat
So during its entire Broadway run and
Die played the same role on the Coast.

Since he has joined the cast of Many
a Slip, the new play at the Little Thea-
ter, and in which show he has an im-
portant role, Tom can only be on the air
for the first 5 or 10 minutes of the Real
Folks program. He leaves the stage In
the first act at 9:12 and has to be back
at the theater at 9:51 for his entrance
in the second act. During that time he
has to make a change of costume.

So popular is Tom with his radio
audience that it Is necessary for him to
appear before the “mike” just for those
few minutes at the opening of the pro-
gram. Tom doubles between the NBC
studios ‘and the theater with the ald of
a car and police escort, meking his
change in the auto en route. After he
dogs his radlo stuff he rushes back in
tithe to make his entrance at the start
of the second act of the show.

During the day he studies at the Stage
Clhildren’s School and his favorite
Studies are French, history and litera-
ture. He wants to be 8 very versatile ac-
tor when he grows up.

are seeking the new form of radio enter-
tainment in dramatic planning and writ-
ing and presentation.

Radio Libel Bill
Offered in Texas

A bill defining “libel” by radio was
recently introduced in the Texas Legis-
lature. This bill, iniroduced by Senator
Williams, states that present laws are
not sufficient to protect citizens from
slanderous statements made by careless
and unscrupulous persons over the radio.
The measure sets forth the fact that
libelous statements may be broadcast by
persons in charge of radio statious and
that no existing law provides for intev-
fcrence or prosecution. .

The new bill provides that it shall be
unlawful for any person to circulate, and
for the owner or person in charge of
any broadcasting station to permit any
person to circulate., words spoken over
the radio of such station which are of
libelous or slanderous nature, or to per-
mit a verbal defamation of any sort
against any person or persons.

New WLW Organ Among
Radio’s Largest

A new or'gan has been designed espe-
cially for broadcasting end is to be in-
stalled at the studlos of Station WLW,
Cincinnatl. Instead of the ordinary ar-
rangement of pipes in the organ cham-
ber, the pipes are placed in the cham-
ber in relation to their broadcasting

properties, small pipes being placed at
the front of the chest together with
those of the larger pipes to which the
microphone is least sensitive.

A much larger console than that of
the other WLW organ will take care of
the increase of plpes and stops. Some
of the pipes of the former organ, which
had an excellent broadcasting reputa-
tion, will be included in the new or-
gan, thus necessitating its vacation.

For ensemble and orchestral groups in
the smaller studios of WLW and WSAT, a
two manifold and pedal! harmonium has
been installed in the present studios
and will be moved as soon as the eight
new studios are completed. This har-
monium, electrically operated. is mount-
ed on a rolling platform so that it can
be moved from studio to studio at will.

Beatrice Moreland
Writes Us a Letter

aSarah  Higeins” of Main Street
Sketches recently embarked for a trip
around the world. A letter from Calro,
Fgypt, states that '“Sarah” has recelved
about 2,000 fan Ietters since she has
been away.

Survey Shows Shortage
Of ““Jazz’® on the Air

A rather common opinion has been
that '‘jazz” occupies most of the time
on the ether, but a recent gurvey con-
ducted by two of the larger chains
proves that jazz occuples only one-quar-
ter or less of the time of alr programs.
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Roof Garden
For Studios

New Amsterdam being con-
verted by NBC for Broad-
way artists’ appearances

Arrangements have been completed by
the Natlonal Broadcasting Company for
the roof garden of the New Amsterdam

- Theater, New York, to be converted into
a studto, It was announced recently. The
studio is expected to be ready for broad-
casting early in March.

Offlclals at NBC stated that the studlio
would be wnainly used ior ’ra.dlo appear-
ances of Broadway artists! who find it
impossible, because of theatrical engage-
ments. to appear at the NEU studios on
Fifth avenuc.

The old stage has been redesigned for
the use of performers and has a glass-
inclosed curtain. Visitors to the audi-
torlum can view the broaceasts thru the
glass and will also be able to hear the
program thru loudspeakers In the or-
chestra pit. In addition to being an aiad
to radio artists the new studios will also
be a radio theater for the public.

This moves radio broadeasting into the
amusement center and marks the ad-
vance of radio on the legit. With tele-
vision in the offing it scems that a com-
plete link or tieup may takc place be-
tween talkers, legit. and radio.

Censorship of Imsurance
Programs

The Federal Radio Commission will be
requested in the necar future to censor
sales talks of fnsurance companles
broacicasting in the State of New York
and not licensed ‘to transact an in-
surgnce business in the State, it has
heen announced by Albert Conway, State
superintendent of insurance.

Conway said that a specific case has
been brought to his attention involving
a life insurance company of another
State which heretofore hes conducted
only a mail-order buslness, but is at
present using the facilities of a New

~ York radlo -broadcasting station to fur-
ther a plan for sales solicitation.

Only Known “Bird

Virtuosos’® of Radio

Well into thelr second vear as radio
artists, "Blue Boy” and “Dickey”, thc
only known bird artists of the air, have
doubled thelr broadcasting. Instead of
being heard only once a day. the two
canaries are now facing the microphone
twice dally.

For more than a year these two birds
have been singing the melodies featured
in the morning Cheerio program thru
stations associated with NBC. Listener
demand has become so great that Ellza-
heth Freeman, who owns the songsters,
has consented to their working addition=
al hours.

Television Signal Goes
Distance of 20,000 Miles

According to officials of the Gen-
eral Electric Company at Schenectady,
a television signal was transmitted
over a distance of 20.000 miles re-
cently. This is the first time in his-
tory that a television signal has trav-
eled this distance. The experiment
was conducted by Dr. E. F. Alex-
anderson, staff scientist of the Gen-
eral Electric Company. Dr. Alexan-
derson transmitted the signal from
W2XAF, the company’s experimental
short wave station, to VK2ME in Syd-
ney, Australla. The signal, recetved
in Sydney, was rebroadcast from there
and picked Up again in Schenectady.

The figure transmitted was a pat-
tern about one foot squere with a
very sharp outline. When received in
Australia the pattern had taken on a
rither fuzzy-looking outline.

Dr. Alexanderson declared that the
reception of the image was signifi-
cant and Intimated further possi-
bilities in the transmission of pic-
tures.
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Thurston Biz
Big in Cin’ti

March 8, 1930

Master magician grosses
$14.600 first week—rfinal
week may exceed that

Howard Thurston, master magician,
and his popular company last Sunday
night concluded a bang-up 15-day en-
gagement at the Erlanger-Grand Thea-
ter, Cincinnati, and the final checkup s
expected to show the biggest gross busi-
ness ever doNe by the prominent magi-
clan in the Queen City. The engagement
Just ended was Thurston’s 34th annual
visit to Cincinnati,

Accompanied by his business manager
and press representative, John Northern
Hilllard, Howard Thurston made a call
to the magic desk of The Billboard on
Monday afternoon of last' week and pro-
duced figures to show that he had
grossed $14,600 on the 10 performances
presented during the company's first
week in Cincinnati. Six of the 10 per-
formances presented during the initlal
week were sellouts, while the remaining
four drew near-capacity crowds.

Altho exact figures are not avallable
at the time of going to press, it is be-
lleved that the second week’'s box-office
figures will equal or possibly exceed those
of the first week, as the Thurston show
was able to get in an extrn Sunday mati-
nee and night performance, due to the
fact that the Otis Skinner vehicle, Papa
Juan, did not open at the Erlanger-
Grand until Monday night.

Cincinnat] has always been a “red let-
ter” city for Howard Thurston. He sold
newspapers there as a young boy, and it
was there that he first conceived the
idea of becoming a magiclan. In his
early youth he entertained for a time
at the famous old Dime Museum on Vine
street.

During the show’s engagement in the
Queen City, Mr. and Mrs. Howard Thurs-
ton, and daughter, Jane, who this season
is one of the highlights of the Thurston
presentation, were tendered & gala re-
ception at the Gibson Hotel by a local
magiclans’ body, headed by George Stock,
prominent Cincinnati mystic. The event
drew a score of Thurston friends from
distant cities, including a large delega-
tion from Atlanta. Fellx Blel and wite
made the trip from Knoxville, Tenn,, to
be among those present. Blel is proml-
nent in magic circles, and has piloted
more magl on around-the-world tours
than probably any other man in the
business.

On Monday night of last week the
Thurstons were hosts to more than 60
Cincinnati newspapermen and their
wives and friends at a banquet held at
the Gibson Hotel. The newspapermen
were also honored with the presence of
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Harris (Jane Thurs-
ton), who announced their marriage last
week, after keeping the event a secreb
for Bix weeZs.

Princess Suzette
Playing in London

LONDON, March 1.—Princess Suzette,
one of the very few women magiclans
in the business, presented her act of
all Indien magic at the Polytechnic The.
ater here during the month of February,
and is booked to remain there indefi-
nitely. Suzette is appearing at the Poly-
technic in conjunction with film fea-
tures. The booking was arranged thru
George Facer, general manager of Mas-
kelyne’s, Ltd.

This s Princess Suzette;s 10th year in
the magic fleld, and during that time
she has played in practically every coun-
try in the world.

Mme. Nemar Recovering

VALDOSTA, Ga., March 1.——Madame
Nemar, wife of Nemar, Australian magi-
clan, who recently underwent a serious
operation at the Little-Griffin Hospital
here, is well on the road to recovery, bu
it will be several weeks before she wil
be able to leave the hospital. She is anx-
ious to hear from all her professional
friends. Madame Nemar was stricken {1
elght weeks ago during an engagement
at the Ritz Theater here.

BillBoard
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cMagic and MNagicians
Conducted by WILLIAM SACHS i
Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincinnati, O.

THE GREAT RUISSELLE, who
with his 15-people company is now
playing theaters and auditoriums
thru Michigan. Ruisselle, who hails
from Denmark, is now playing his
23d consecutive season, 10 of which
were spent in Europe. The Ruisselle
gr[,:;mization is advanced by King
atle.

Max Asher in Films

HOLLYWOOD, Calif., March 1—Max
Asher, who conducts Magicland here in
partnership with Murray Rock, is doing
a little film acting on the side. He is at
present on location with Hoot Gibson,
Western star, filming Trigger Tricks.
It is not known if Max Is teaching Gib-
son any maglc.

Business at Magicland Is reported to
be very good, and Rock states it is sur-
prising how m.ny picture people are
interested in performing feats of magic.

Smith Company
Gets Over Well

John Ball, Jr., known professionally as
Howduzi, and Harry Hughes, both
sleight-of-hand workers, jumped from
Milwaukee to Waukesha, Wis., recently
to see Mysterious Smith begin his 30th
annual tour.

"The show was & classic all the way
around,” Ball pens. "“Some of the ef~
fects he worked were a cremation illu-
slon, an original Spirit Hand (no
threads), Floating Ball (solid wood In-
stead of the usual hollow article}) and
the Comedy Hat. Madame Olga, men-
talist, was well received.

“His whole performance was excellent-
Iy presented, and he kept the house in
one ro0ar of applause. Give him a boost,
he's got it coming.”

Syracuse S. A. M. Meets

Fldred R. Hall. secretary of the Cen-
tral City Assembly No. 14, Soclety of
American Magicians, Syracuse, N Y.,
reports that the organization’s last regu-
lar meetlng was a "humdinger”, with
100 per cent attendance, as far ar the
Jocal boys were colicerned. President
Clarence M. Richter was back in the
chair after an exfended trip thru the
South, and the boys gave him a hearty
welcome.

Following & snappy business session,
Brother Crouse ushered in the entertain-
ing feature of the program. Others who
entertaiged durlng the evening were
Brothers Granger, DeLing, Xaufman,
Kerr, Ausman, Creco, Richter and Smith.

FRAZEE. THE MAGICIAN, entertained
the veterans at the U. S. Hospital, North-
port, L. I, N. Y., recently. There were
a number of other acts on the program,
which wag in charge of Irving Southard,
of the N. V. A, who also acted as master
of ceremonies.

Magic

Notes

MERLIN THE GREAT played two
nights under the auspices of the Y. W,
C. A. in Houston, Tex,, recently.

HERBERT A. TAYLOR 18 at present
doing a string of school dates around
New York City and the East.

DON WILLIAMS ig now managing and
booking Mystic’ La Verne's mental act
thru Ohio territory.

HERMANN HOMAR, former chau-
tauqua magician, is at present appearing
at Y. M. C. A, churches. lodges and
schools thruout the Southwest, under
the supervision of Henry Hudson Davis.

ULYSSES THE GREAT, colored magi-~
clan, who recently enjoyed a successful
run. in schools, clubs and churches in
and around Cincinnati, has just returned
to the Queen City from Chicago for a
string of return engagements.

CHOZAN, mindreader, has just con-
cluded a wegek’s run at the Sample-Smith
Furniture Company, Uniontown, Pa.,
where he appeared as an added attracs
tion in conjunction with a mammoth
auction sale.

DAVID S. ROSE, sccretary of the Nash-
ville Society of Magicians, was in Cin-

cinnati last week to aitend the Thurs-
ton show. Rose stopped off in Louisville,
Ky., to*glve a show, en route to Cincin-
nati.

THE USHERS, Frances and Harry, re-
cently finished a bang-up week at Kelth’s
Theater, Portland, Ore. "Perhaps the
greatest originality of the show at Keith’s
is displayed in 50 Years From Now, with
Harry and Frances Usher. The Ushers
are eastly the most sensational act to
entertain a Portland audience in many
a day.” That's what the Portland press
thinks of the. Usher turn.

IN REPORTING the reception ten-
dered Howard Thurston by the Howard
Thurston Ring, I. B. M. of Columbus,
0., recently, it was erroneously stated
that Mrs. Cyril Yettman was among
those present. Yettman, who is builder
of illusions for the Thurston show, was
in attendance, but made the trip solo,
Mrs. Yettmean' being in England.

GYSEL, of Toledo. O, played for the
Dental Society of ‘Toledo recently at the
Elks Club in that city. During the eve-
ning he featured one of his newest
freak stunts, that of drinking four bot-
tles of real ink, which one of the boys
bought at a near-by drug store. He suf-
fered no 111 effects.

Trebuh Show
For Tent Run

Company' still in schools
——opens under canvas in
Virginia middle of April

NORFOLX, Va, March 1.—~—Trebuh, the
Magiclan, after a Highly successful sev-
eral weeks run in schools here, is mov-
ing to Petersburg, Va., to entertain the
school children there for several weeks.
In the Trebuh company are Irma Shanks,
specialties and escapes; John Hammett,
chief assistant; Ernest Russell, assistant;
Trebuh, the Magiclan, and Mrs. Trebuh.
J. R. Kain has just joined the troupe
a8 advance agent,

Following the engagement in the Pe-
tersburg schools, Trebuh will take his
company Into winter querters, to pre-
pare for the company’s opening under
canvas for the summer season. The Tre-
buh tented attraction, formerly known
as Hubert's Tent Show, will this season
be known as Hubert's Virginia Players.

The attraction will begin its tent sea-
son In Northeastern Virginia about April
15. 'The show will carry 15 people, in-
cluding a five-plece orchestra, and will
play all week stands, presenting short
bills,  maglc, Iillusions, escapes = and
vaudeville speclalties. Admission prices
will be 15 and 25 cents, with 10 cents
additicnal for reserves. The company
will play under the same §0 by 128 top.
purchased last July.

Newmann Company
Heading Eastward

GLENDIVE, Mont., March 1—C, A.
George Newmann (the Great Newmann),'
ploneer mentalist who has been enter-
taining the people of the Northwest
since 1896, after a swing thru Eastern
Montana territory will head eastward
for the Twin Clities, where preparations
will be made for the summer season.

With considerably better weather con-~
ditions during the last several weeks in
this territory, business for the Newmann
show has taken a decldedly upward
jump. Despite the good weather condi-
tions, however, the country people are
almost unable to get into town by auto-
moblile, due to the deplorable condition
of the roads thru here.

CYRIL, TYETTMAH, who formerly
toured England with his own magic
show, and for the last two seasons con-
structor of illuslons with the Thurston
show, was a pleasant visitor at the magic
desk last week. Yeftmah reports a big
season with Thurston, and expects to be
back with the show next season. At the
conclusion of ‘Thurston’s present tour in
May, Yettmah will return to England for
2 visit and to line up some new effects
for Thurston’'s next tour.

MAGIC

‘Tricks, Books and Supplies.
‘cature Acts n Mind Reading
Hand Spiritualism. Large stock.
! Best quality. Prompt ship-
ments. Large IMNustrated Pro-
} fessional Catalog, 20e.
THE OLn RELIABLE

CHICAGO MAGIC CO

Dept. D. 140 §. Dearborn St.,
Boom 1038, Chicago, IIi.

BE A MAGICIAN a.;° 2

ears  money.

Quick Eacape Handcuff, $8.25,
Die Box free with $25 order. Catalogue, 20c.

OAKS MAGICAL CO.. Dept, 548, Oshkosh, Wis.

AGIC GOODS. 1,000 Diffcrent Items. New
,.20-page List, 2c. All catalogs with 7 Optical

Delysions, 25c. B. L. GILBERT, 11135 So.
Trvipge. Chiexro. Phome. Bev. $522.

BLACKSTONE'S “SECRETS OF MAGIC"

Best Magic Book in Years, 285 pages. $2.15. All
Magical Effects carrfed. HOLDEN'S MAGIC CO.,

313 W. 42d St.. New York City.

can do it anywhere.

copy of our late Bargain List.

KOVA-WAH-WA

A common knot is tied in the center of this mysterious reptile (slik imitation).
arms’ length, the silk slowly rises head first, and actually unties itzelf. The tric
Complete with full patter and instructions. PRICE, $1.00.

A copy of our NEW MAMMOTH No. 7 CATALOG included FREE with this dollar offer, also &

Thayer Magic Mfg. Co.,

The Serpent! See Him Rise!
He Untles Himselfl

When held at
'k 1s & riot. You

334 South Ban Peodre Bireoet,
LOB ANGELRS, CALIF.

FELSMAN’'S MAGIC

Magle Tricks for the Pocket. Parlor and Stagc.
Largest assortment in the world. Immense stock
and Immediate shipments. Large (wonderfully il-
lustrated) Professional Catalog. 25c. Book of Card
Tricks, 25c. Blackstone's Book of Pocket Tricks,
25c. Book of Coin Tricks. 35c. Vaudeville Mind
Reading. $2.00, postpaid.

ARTHUR P. FELSMAN, Inc,
43t North Clark 8%, Deph 12, CHIOAGO, ELL.



Nlinstrelsy

By BOB EMMET

Communications to 25 Opera
Place, Cincinnati

BOOKING DIFFICULTIES beset the
Trout and Heff Minstrels, who have been
out on the road three weeksi Some of

- the boys of the original troupe returned

to Chicago last week where the show
was organized. They sald that getting
booking was tougher than anticipated.
gsidney Sheppard, advance man, was
among those returning to Chicago. Ac-
cording to Ben Evers, Sheppard reported
that the troupe played only nine days in
the first three weeks.

Drane Walters reports on the prog-
ress  of the new Trent & Heff Min-
strels, from Pekin, Ill.: “The show plays
the Avenue Theater, East St. Louls, Ill,,
March 1-7. The show is getting fine
reports from the press everywhere. John
H. Bentley, Chicago booker, was a recent
visitor and okayed the minstrels for fu-
ture dates. Capacity business for three
days at Pekin, Fair business at other
dates played.”

MODERN MINSTRELSY was exempli-
fied by amateur talent drawn from the
ranks of the Skayef Beneficial Associa~-
tion of Hartford, Conn. in the audi-
torfjum of the clubhouse of that or-
ganization, seating 800, February 21.
The boys put the show over with a bang,
drawing encomiums from the Hartford
daflles. In the interlocutor’s chair was -
Raymond Riedel. The endmen were Ray
Lyons, Willilam Clark, Benjamin Brown,
Ray Horan, Dick Lerzo, Clinton Morey,
Allan Wahlquist and Edward Wolston.

THE. SECOND ANNUAL minstrel pro-
duction of the dramatic club attached
to Our Lady of Mount Carmel Church,
Providence, R. I, was given February 24,
25 and 26 in Parish Hall, that city, open-
ing to & turnaway and playing to big
business at each subsequent performance.
Louis Mainelli directed ‘stage. Frank
Cappalll conducted the orchestra.

THE ANNUAL MINSTREL SHOW of
St. John’s Lodge of Odd Fellows was
esiven to a packed house at Chicopee,
Mass., February 17. Carl L, McCoy was
interlocutor. Principal endmen and
comedians were John Marsh, Bobby
McComb, Fred Gibson, Ervine Hammond,
Jack Perry, Thomas Emeth, Jack Mec-
Cloud. Louis Thompson, William Baldwin
and Wales Baldwin.

NOTRE DAME ALUMNI appeared in an
elaborately staged amateur minstrel pro-
duction given in Holy Name Auditorium,
Chicopee, Mass., February 20.

THE LEGION MINSTRELS, staged un-
der the auspices of Nashville Post No. 5,
Nashville, Tenn, played to capacity au-
dlences February 21 and 22 in War
Memorial Bwilding Hall, that city, The

hall seats 1,500 and it was a turnaway
at each show. Principal comedians were

We supply
all entertainment
needs for lodges,
dramatic clubs,
schools, etc., and
foreveryoccasion.
Catalog Free.

T. S. DENISON & CO.
623 S. Wabash Ave., Dept. 16  Chicago, il.

| COSTUMES
Scenic and Lighting Efects,

Minstrels and Musical Shows
Bee our gorgeous onuw Bets for
13

1830.
Pree Service Department Help:
You Stage Your Own_Show.
““Broadway Service at Haverhil}
rices.*’

P
The Hooker-Howe Costume Co.

45-52 South Main St (Box 705), Haverhill, Mass.

MINSTREL COSTUMES

AND SCENERY RENTAL.
Pree Catalog to Clubs.
JOBN D. KELLER, Costumer,

96 Market Street, Newark, N. 3.

Billb6ard

War Horse Rogers, minstrel producer
and director, and Sherman Thompson.
Conspicuously spotted were Alfred and
Red Dinwiddle, dancers, and the Ameri-
can Legion Four. Arthur Lunn was in
the middle chair. The company in-
cluded Dick Swint, general chairman;
Warner Faulkner, Bill Nimmo, G. Han-
ley, Gordon Nichol, Charlie Knight,
Kirby Krump, Emmet Frankln, Earl
Pond, Miller Walker, C. B. Webb and
Frank Deramus.

REHﬁARSALS are going forward at
Jacksonville, Fla., for the sixth annual
minstrel show to be given by the Junior
Chamber of Commerce at the Temple

Theater March 12 and 13. W. B. Lamb
is production manager. Elgin (Pete)
White is directing rehearsals. A’ big

street parade will be given each day
at 11:45 a.m.

A SEMI-PRO MINSTREL SHOW was
staged at Rochester, N. Y., February 23,
24 and 25 by the Gates-Chili Volunteer
Firemen’s Assoclation In Gates Grange
Hall. The boys played to big audiences
thruout the run. This minstrel pro-
duction is an annual affair. This year's
troupe included L. A. Christopher, in~
terlocutor; Harry Rosenhagen, Carl Hartz,
Johnny .Lighthouse, Howard , Judd,
Claude Forrest and Henry Schroth, end-
men and comedians, and Barl Talbot,
Fred Horn, Mort Davis, Art Balley and
J. Alexander, soloists,

CHIEF-OF-POLICE JOHN POLLY, of
Willowick, was the Interlocutor with the
Willowick Minstrels, staged last week at
the Willoby Theater, Willoughby, O.

MINSTREL MEN among the visitors at
the Knickerbocker Theater office, Co-
lumbus, O., last week included George
(Pop) Sank, Billy Fenton, Harry Shunk,
Charles Grimsley, Carl Denton, Andy
Jenkins and Doc Samson,

G. H. BARLOW 1III, minstrel en-
thusiast, of Binghamton, N. Y., writes:
“Some time ago 1 had occasion to use
the Harlem branch of the New York
Central. Way up town in New York City
I saw an old wooden building with an
old sign on it reading, 'Gus Hill's Min-
strels.' It reminded me of the aban-
doned winter quarters of a great circus.
Like the circus, minstrelsy is and has
been a great American amusement in-
stitution. I later learned from George
Wilson that this building was formerly

used by Gus Hill for storage of scenery,
minstrel rehearsals, ete.”

THE OPERA STAGE has claimed an-
other good minstrel man, temporarily.
Karl B. Minch, baritone soloist and mid-
dle man for several seasons with the
J. A. Coburn Minstrels, has been signed
for a 1l0-week season with the Chicago
English Opera Company, opening April
21 at Chicago’s New Civic Theater. This
company is backed financially by Samuel
Insull, who backed the Chicago Grand
Opera. Company. Minch recently was a
pupil of Orville Harold, once tenor of
the Metropolitan Grand Opera Company.
Recently he has been conducting a vocal
studio in Nashville, Tenn., which will be
operated by Robert Marshall in the ab-
sence of Minch,

GIVE EAR TO THE JEREMIAD of the
unhappy Happy Benway, who walls
from Saranac Lake, N. Y., and will not
be comforted since he feels that his
supremacy as & bass drummer has been
challenged, Says he: "Minstrelsy is be-
ing slandered. It must be stopped. As
I look into the past I see a dream shat-
tered. The heart, the soul of minstrelsy
{which is the bass drummer) is being
trampled upon. This bass-drum contest
was started Iin earnest. Bobby Gossans,
the famous three-fingered drummer, had
his heart set on {t. Fred Leslie also took
it to heart, while I-—well, modesty would
not let me alone, so I had to admit that
I was the greatest of 211 drummers, And
now sneaking into this contest are bass
singers, ' yodelers, second comedians,
chorus girls, female impersonators and
managers. Ed O. House works for Gos-
sans. He heas to say Bobby is good or
he will lose his job. Al Tint yodeled
himselt into this for free publicity,
which he does not need. Everybody
knows that Al has worked more lay-
offs than 8lim Vermont worked while
he was with Dennie O'Neil. I could
name 1 000,000 who have written to you
about this contest, but not one admitted
that he was a good drummer.{ I am!
the only one that had the guts to do
that. Some might call it nerve. Well,
I got that, too. Why, even Sir Joseph
Ginsberg looks up to me as the world’s
greatest bass drummer. So now that I
am getting well, I must give up the idea
of bass drumming. I knew I wasg the
best while sick; but well, there is no
cholce. I left™ it to myself and I sald
it to me that I AM the best. That’s
that. You can cure a ham, but not a

‘hass drummer.”

r:"

Auditoriums

+ - (Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincinnadi, O.)
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The Auditorium Circuit
And Problems Confronted

Many theatrical people are of the ber
llef that the circuit-booking idea, which
is now being worked on by auditorium
managers, is being unduly drawn out.
However, the ‘auditorium men in their
efforts to organize their houses into a
elrcult are giving thoro consideration
to the project, inasmuech as many in-
tricactes enter into their plan. What
The Billboard believes to be a thoro ex-
planation of the difficult problems that
confront the adoption of such a circuit-
plan is clearly defined in a letter to
this department from Stanley Addis,
manager of the Memorial Auditorium,
Chattanooge, Tenn. Addls, who has
been an ardent worker in the building
up of both the amusement and audi-
torilum business for years, says:

“It' is a rather difficult matter to
present facts concerning auditoriums in
the United States because we feel that
each and every auditorium has its own
local problems which it must face and
ways and means must be worked out to
meet these particular problems. We feel,
however, that the majority of the people
in any locality very often fall to realize
the great good which a municipal audi-
torium offers its people.

“Pirst of all, the auditorlum atfords
the most diversified line of entertain-
ment of any institution in any city.
People will attend an attraction at an
auditorium which might probably be a
concert. The same group of people may

not attend the following night or pos-
sibly for two or three weeks. In the
meantime, many changes have taken
plae dally in order to provide accommo-
dations for the people who are attending
daliy attractions. In & local picture the-
ater it is merely a question of changing
the picture over certain periods of time.
In our institution, as in other auditori-
ums thruout the country, it is necessary
to prepare for attractions from night to
night which are very different in their/
nature, and which accordingly call for
varied preparation. Using an illustration,
during the present month, starting Feb-
ruary 8, we prepared for the annual Au-
tomobile Show which ran during the
week of February 10, After the show
closed on February 15, there was a com-
plete change in the physical makeup of
our main hall and our Exhibition Hall,
which was prepared for a basketball
game on the 18th. Another basketball
game followed on the 20th and another
on the 22d. Last evening, February 24,
we had a big fighf program which called
for the usual ring setup and its accom-
panying lighting equipment and tonight
we are prepared for another basketball
game which calis for entirely different
equipmerrt,

’People attending one form of enter-
tainment very often do not care for a
type which might occur on a following
night. They do not realize the physical
changes necessary, nor do they realize
the fact that constant operation provides
entertainment for various groups of peo-
ple, that it calls for a circulation of
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money which 1s always beneficlal for a
community.

"Last September we accommodated the
National Association of Power Engineers
for a period of approximately 10 days—
an organization which brought to this
city a registered list of delegates of be-
tween 2,000 and 3,000 people. A reason-
able estimate would be that at least
8150,000 of new money was left in this
city which benefits not only merchants,
but the city at large. We have always
felt that the business men of any city
should co-operate and lend every effort
toward the proper exploitation of an in-
stitution of this type since they are di-
rectly benefited by any attraction which
an institution of this kind houses. If
we can sell the business man on this
idea, we belleve it will be a great step
toward the enhancing of the value of the
auditorium to.any city which it oc-
cuples.”

In view of the numerous forms of at-
tractions that Addis has pointed out
above, it certainly must be granted that
the circuit plan for road shows is an in-
triguing matter to deal with. Handi-
capped by these circumstances, the audi-
torium men can only be lauded for the
wonderful strides they already have made
in the development of their circuit.

DENVER.—The Municipal Auditorium
will be used for the State basketball
tournament March 13, 14 and 15. Six-
teen teams will play for the State cham-
plonship. W.N. Greim is chairman of the
committee. The -city building will house
the regional indoor track and field meet
to be held the last week in March. Pro-
ceeds will be used to help pay expenses
of sending a team to the national meet
at Pittsburgh. W. N. Greim {s secretary.

DES MOINES.-—Harry Lauder played
2 one-appearance engagement at the
Shrine Auditorium here February 18 and
broke the house’s record attendance.
Thais will be presented by the Chicago
Civic Opera Company March 25 at the
auditorium and an even greater at-
tendance is expected.

WEST POINT, Neb.—West Point Audi-
tortum has been refurnished and redec-
orated. Sound equipment is to be in-
stalled also for motion-picture programs.

OKLAHOMA CITY, Okla.—The Con-
necticut Yankee Company played the
Shrine Auditorium here February 14-15
to good business. The audiences were
very enthusiastic over the extravaganza
and expressed their hopes for future en-
gagements of like attractions. The only
point that was commented on was the
fact that the local orchestra failed to
bear out the musical end of the pro-
duction,

DES MOINES.—The Hoyt Sherman Au-

ditorilum has booked Rachmaninoff,
noted planist, for one performance
March 10,

ST. LOUIS.—The Coliseum has just
been sold and is now in the hands of
the original owners and under the man-
agement of T. P. Bates. Bates informs
that he intends to operate the Coliseum
the same as it has been operated in the
past and is now booking attractions for
the present and coming season.

FLORENCE, Ariz—Workmen are en-
gaged in the regrading of the amphithe-
ater at the Casa Grande Ruins where the
fourth annual pageant of the Arizona
Pageantry Association will be held the
latter part of March. The regrading of
the natural arena is being done to in-
crease the seating capacity.

For vour Minstrels, Re-
vues. Home Talent Shows
and Good Entertsinment
Matertal for all occasions,
write

DICK UBERT
The Minstrel Man
521 W. 159th 8t.. N. ¥. C.
(Catalog free.)

WANTED WHITE MINSTREL TALENT

For the v
BIG MOTORIZED “HONEY BOY” MINSTREL
TENT SHOW.

Producing Comedian; Singing, Talking, Dancing
End Men; Band and Orchestra Leader, Musicians
on gll instruments, Comedy Musical Act, Femals
Impersonator, Interlocutor, Magiclan, Contortion-
ist. Piano-Accordion. Comedy Roller Skaters, Vacal
Director, Quartettc. Solo and Chorus Slngers: all
voices: Dancers and Dancing Acts. Preference
given to Bingers and Dancers doubling Band and

Orchestra.  Advertising anner Man. hustll
Agent, experienced (White) Tent Show Cock a:
u ble of ng care
of Light Plant; Boss Canvasman who can bulld
Workingmen. other useful people. State luwuﬂ
salary. We pay board, lodging and transportation
after season opens.

Long, pleesant engagement.
Address JOHN W. VOG! **The
Manage|

EL, Minstrel King,'
T, 273 South Green St. Columbus., Q.
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Beauty Box

Last week we told you of a new stick
Cosmetique which we were sure you
would be glad to know about and here
it is.

Something Else New

The makers of the Stick Cosmetique
also have a brand-new Blue Cosmetique,
This is in the form of the cake, and Is
applied with a brush. It is free from
soep and will not smart or irritate the
eyes. Stays on because It Is water-
proof. We have had many requests for
Blue Cosmetique, and we are happy to
tell you it !s now obtainable for $1 a
box.

We also told you about freatment for
an olly skin. If the too oily skin has
been long neglected so that the pores
become enlarged and clogged then it re-
quires this.

Deeper Cleansing

If the pores have become clogged, due
to negleot In properly cleansing the skin
of impurities, more drastic treatment is
necessary. This clogged matter must be
softened up and rcmoved, first of all, es-
pecially if pimples and blackheads are
below- th2 surface. They may be drawn
t0 the surface and softened by means of
a cleansing pack, which is sosked in hot
water for five minutes. Wash the face
and neck carefully and thoroly with the
clesnsing pack, and then rinse with clear,
warm water. Your efforts will be well
rewarded, and 1t will be a real joy to
watch your complexion improving under
your own guidance.

For a Sweet Mouth

Meaeny of our traveling friends have
asked if we knew of a mouth wash and
antiseptic that could be conveniently
carried while traveling. We have recom-
mended severa]l very reliable ones, but
a traveling objection was the bottle con-
tainer, which was constantly in danger
of belng broken or spilling. We are glad
to tell you about an ideal mouth wash
and antiseptic that comes in smaill cap-
sule form. Each capsule contains a defl-
nite, uniform and adequate amount of
this antiseptic, just the right amount,
too, and they can be carried in your
purse or pocket so that they may be
used at work, traveling or under any
circumstences. No bottle to break, no
liquid to spill, no wastage.

KReeps the mouth and throat swest
and clean, and is also a deodorant. Has
many other antiseptic uses and should
be used whenever it is a question of
hyglene. Try a box of these and you
will keep them on hand always. A box
of 100 capsules costs only 81.

Actresses Recommend
Theatrical Cold Cream

A very flne and pure theatrical cold
cream which we know of is elso one of
the most effective skin cleansers. Not
only an excellent cream, but an eco-
nomical one, too. Performers declare it
is unexcelled for makeup because it
spreads smoothly, and being almost non-
greasy is absorbed by the skin without
pore clogging. The manufacturers claim
that it positively will not grow hair and
Madame may use it frequently during
the day to cleanse face, neck and hands.
A half-pound tin costs 50 cents.

In a Star’s Dressing Room

Just the other day we visited a well-
known Broadway star’s dressing room.
Among other things what did we spy
in a very handy place but those soft
cleansing tlssues which we have been
tellilng you about in these columns.
Selzing the opportunity we asked this
stage beauty what she thought about
these tissues. "Why, I never use any-
thing else,” &ald she. "I couldn’t think
of using rough cloths for taking off my
makeup, and I can hardly believe that
any modern girl who wants to keep her
complexion nice would ever try to re-
moye her creams and makeup with a
soiled, old cloth.’_ Them's her words,
gals, and I wish you could see her rose-
petal, peaches and cream complexion,
too, I you aren't using the soft, lovely
tissues, we will be glad to order samples
sent to you. There's simply no use In
our telllng you how to gain and keep
your school-girl complexion if you are
going to mistreat it in other ways.

Makeup for Photography

To those Interested in making up for
the movies a booklet containing vealu-
able hints will be sent upon request,

ks e
g . . ]
Geminine rills
By JOSEPHINE M. BENNETT
(Communications to 1560 Broadway, New York)

L
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Singing in the Dressing Room

WE HAVE ALL heard about Sipging in
the Rein and Singing in ithe Bathiub,
and now, lo! and behold, girls and boys,
you can be singing in the dressing room
or boudoi¥, as the case may be, for we
have found the trickleai little powder
box you can imegine. Lift off the cover
to get & dab of powder and it starts
right in to play you & tune. Honestly.
We picked out a grand blue one that
plays I'd Rather Be Blue Over You.
They come in &ll colors, you know—pink,
blue, green, lavender, gold and black,
in French moire and enameled cloisonne
finish. On the cover is & beautiful little
French minlature, too. It is sketched
in the above Illustration. Beautiful,
unique and useful. Holds powder and
puff, besides playing you a tune to keep
you happy, and all for $3. i

ANOTHER POWDER BOX, non-musi-
cal, but made of the same beautiful
enamel with the little French miniature
on the cover, is made by the same Swiss
manufacturers., It is smaller than the
tune-playing box, but is just too beauti-
ful for words, you will have to see it
yourself to realize it. Come In all the

delicate pastels (as those above) and.

we specially like a begutiful shade of
rose-lavender. Lovely to match with
your dresser set, and handy for traveling
as the cover is tight and the powder
cannot spill. Nice for bridge prizes and
gifts, too. These cost but $1, and we are
very syre that you will be delighted with
either the musicel powder box or this
smailer powder box

WASHABLE and fabric gloves are go-
ing to be smart and very much in use
this season. Really they are the most
satisfactory in the long run, especially
when one must be freshly gloved as a
matter of fastidiousness. Fabric gloves
wear longer, too, besides having the vir-
tue of being washable. Women who
have discovered the secret of laundering
fabric gloves successfully and easily use
glove driers made of rust-proof wire,
lacquered in turquoise blue. Accom-
modate any size glove, as the wire may
be compressed. A rust-proof aluminum
nook is attached to & swivel, which can
be adjusted to hang in any direction.
Ideal for the traveler or to use in the
dressing room for sudden emergencles.
And they are 25 cents a palr.

EVERY NOW and then we receive an
inquiry from some young mother of a

boy or glrl who cannot be left behind
while mother travels with the show,
but who must be educated. There is =
school In New York for professional
children which prepares a correspond-
ence course that is really liked by the
kiddies. As they must turn in their
lessons with vregularity, they simply
must study. It is not a boarding school,
but a daytime school for professional
children.

SCIENTISTS ESTIMATE that the av-
erage woman spends seven full years of
hey life in the care of her skin and
hair. She is successful or not according
to the knowledge she may have concern-
ing both, but she is often more ignor-
ant than wise as results too plainly
show. A popular book, written by one of
the foremost dermatological experts in
America, explains the functions of the
skin, its care, and the care of the hair
and scalp, besides many other vital
beauty and health subjects of interest

to women. Price, $1.50, plus 15 cents
postage.
LOOK, GIRLS, isn't this just what

you have been wanting? Something to
stop, immediately, 8 run in your stocking
or lingerle. Well, here it ls. We found
a preparation that when applied will stop
a run Instantly, and it only takes one
drop, too. It will stop & run, snag or
drop-stitch. May be applied while the
stocking Is being worn, as it dries imme-
diately and will not affect the most
delicate skin. When used immediately,
the stocking does not get long, unsightly
runs that make further wear impossible.
Many women apply it to the heels and
toes of new stockings, thereby giving
them far more wearing qualities. Handy-
sized tube costs 26 cents.

HERE'S ANOTHER bargein: Genuine
full-fashloned pure-silk stockings, in

chiffion or service weight, lisle welt, in

all the newesf colors. We found an ex-
clusive shop where they can be pur-
chased for 95 cents & peair, plus 156 cents
postage. Guaranteed perfect. One of
the nicest colors, whic)'a we offer by way
of suggestion, when ordering, is called
Blond Dore. Another is Plage. These
stockings are excellent values and will
help to cut down the high cost of silken
ankles.

Footlight Fashions

Shorter Skirts
In New Shows

Yes, me’am, and mister, we have no-
ticed a few knees lately. Some of them
were seen In recent vaudeville acts at
the Palace Theater, others were on beau-
tiful exhibitlon at the Paramount The-
ater presentations.

But particularly we noticed the short
skirts worn by Hope Willlams in Re.
bound, a new comedy at the Plymouth
Theater. A striking red crepe frock
worn by this clever lttle actress was
belted at the normal walstline, - from
where the skirt fell and draped itself
into clrcular fuliness just a little bit
below knee length. The V neckline is
decorated wlth rhinestones prettily
placed, and & white silk tle gives an in-
teresting touch. The white silk and
rhinestone decoration ig seen also at the
wrists.

Miss Williams was a lovely picture in
a pale pink satin evenlng gown. The
bodice, made with a deep V, was belted
at the high walstline. This gown carried
a long skirt, however, belng clear down
to the floor in back and about ankle
length in front, The dipping hemline
was very effective.

Helen Menken Wears
Lace and Tulle

The Infinite Shoeblack is the odd title
of a new play opened at the Maxine El-
liott Theater, in which Helen Menken
is starred. Most of the gowns date
back to 1914, 1916 and 1920.

In the second act Miss Menken wears
8 sheer-black lace frock. A peplum of
stiffened lace falls over the skirt which
is full and dips at sides and back. There
is a soft little ruffle of lace at the neci-
line, and dearie me, if lovely Helen
wasn’t wearing lacy little mitts on her
hands. A hat of black lace is worn
without a crown, and a black-lace parasol
completes a fetching ensemble.

Miss Menken was charming in a frock
of pale yellow tulle. The bodice cut on
princess silhouet was of satin and tulle
and the tulle skirt was soft and billowy.
Simple and lovely, and strikingly beau-
161:}11 ageinst & most beautiful scene in

airo.

“Those We Love”

Here's another fascinating comedy
drama et the John Golden Theater.
Brightly colored sports clothes and rid-
ing habits are ‘seen frequently thruout
the play. In the first act Madelein King
wears g riding costume of tan breeches
and a bright red-flannel coat.

Helen Flint is vivacious in & smart
riding habit with breeches and shirt
and tan-colored sweater. Mise Flint
looks sweet, too, In a lemon-colored taf-
feta gown with tight-fitting waist and
molded hips, with long, full skirt. A
:}mrt wrap of matching color was effec-

ve.

Fashion Reports

That attire is to take on & Grecian
design. The trend is seen already in
some of our stage styles, particularly in
Death Takes & Holiday, the new Shubert
drama. Gowns and frocks are of classic
outline. Mary Nash was seen recently in
vivid gowns reflecting the Greclan in-
fluence.

Paris Says

We can weer our skirts for daytime a
bit shorter. We like that, and somehow
Miss America of 1929-'30 just couldn't
get used t0 wearlng her skirts long for
daytime wear. <

For evening wear, there is no doubt
about it, the long, bouffant lace and
tulle dresses are graceful and charming.
So, it looks llke we are going to have
two skirt lengths, short for daytime and
long for evening, and this, at last, seems
sensible.

Colors new and chic are in eorals,
hennas, reds, and printed crepes are
going to be big favorites. Bright prints
on black backgrounds will predominate.

When Ordering

All articles mentioned in this
column and in the Beauty Box msay
be ordered thru The Biliboard Bhop-
ping Service. Remittances should ba
in the forry of money orders or cer-
tified checks. Please do not send
personal chegks or stamps. Address
correspondence to The Biliboard
Shopping Service, 1660 Broadway.




(Costumers
By CHARLES CROUCH

Communications to 1560
Broadway, New York

EAVES COSTUME COMPANY is fur-
nishing costumes for Lee Shubert's pro-
duction of Siberig, starring Richard
Bennett,

HELENE PONS designed special cos-
tumes worn by George Jessel in Joseph.

BROOKS is furnishing the costumes
for Elizabeth gnd Essex, the William P.
Tanner production, which features Hal
Skelly and Mary Duncan.

BRYN MAWR COLLEGE production of
Hernani displays costumes by Eaves Cos-
tume Company.

MME. BERTHE i§ executing costumes
designed by A. Vasilchikov for the
vaudeville act featuring Moudinl.

CHARLES CHRISDIE is furnishing
costumes for the following productions:
The Gorilla, Hippodrome Theater, Bal-
timore, Md.; Rain, Orpheuin Theater,
Reading, Pa.; The Wooden Kimono, Gif-
ford Players, Springfield, Ill.; The Bad
Man, Capitol Players, Albany, N. Y., and
The ‘White Sister, Jane Hastings' Stock
Company, Mt. Carmel, Pa,

COSTUMES for George C. Tyler and
A. L. Erlanger's revival of Sheridan’s The
Rivals, starring Mrs. Fiske, will be fur-
nished by Eaves Costume Company.

THE THEATER GUILD used costumes
executed by Brooks for the production
of George Bernard Shaw’s The A4pple
Cart.

DAZIAN is displaying metsllic Lahm
cloth in geld, silver and varied colors;
also unusual embossed duvetyne in
modern designs.

PRODUCTIONS for which Brooks Cos-
tume Company recently supplied cos-
tumes are Lew Leslie's Infernational
Revue, George White’s Flying High and
Zlegfeld’'s Simple Simon. Costumes are
now being designed and executed for
George Ford's Nell Gwynne,

THE WOQODEN KIMONO, current at-

traction at the Rialto Theater, Hoboken,

J., displays costumes hy Charles
Chrisdie.

Stage Employees

and “Projectionists

By CHARLES CROUCH
Communications to 1560
Broadway, New York

ROAD CALLS. The Star Theater, Se-
dallia, Mo., and the Municipal Auditori-
um, Shreveport, La.

WALTER CROFT has completed suc-
cegsfyl negotiations for Local 43, St.
Joseph, Mo., with the management of
the Crystal Theater whereby as many
local members as necessary will be em-
ployed at overtime rates to do building.

ED TINNEY has negotiated contracts
for Local 486, Sault Ste. Marie, Mich,,
with the Beatty manhagement whereby
the local will recelve an 18 per cent ine
crease and improved working conditions.

JOE CAMPBELL has completed, the
negotiation, of contracts for Local 380,
Oklahoma City, Okla.,, with the Para-
mqunt and Fox Film exchanges.

LOUIS KROUSE has been assighed to
Local “342, Butler, Pa., to assist In set-
tling a controversy with the manage-
ment of the State Theater.

WILLIAM J. HARRER, vice-president,
will attend 2 meeting of Local 9, Syra-
cuse, N. Y

“WILLIAM C. ELLIOTT, vice-president,
will attend the joint meeting of Local
12 and Local 386 at Columbus, O.

LOCAL 657, Leavenworth, Kan. has
requested that Walter Croft be assigned
to settle the dispute with the manage-
ment of the Lyceum Theater regarding
sound contracts.

WILLIAM A. DILLON has been as-

Billb'¢

sighed to Local 505, Waltham, Mass., to
investigate a wage disagreement. He
will also visit Local 89, Holyoke, Mass.,
to effect a settlement in the dispute
with the management of the Playhouse
Theater.

LOCAL 354, Tulsa, Okla., has request-
ed that Joe Camphell be assigned to
settle existing difficulties in Tulsa.

WILLIAM P. COVERT will attend a
conference in Montreal, Can. between
Llocal 262 and the Managers' Associa-
tion,

THE CONVENTION of the Interna-
tional Alllance of Theatrical Stage Em-
ployees and Motjon Pict Operators
will be held at Los Angeles the first
week in June.

OFFICERS of the recently installed
Local 688, Harlingen, Tex., are: J. H.
Kidd, president; P. A, Dockstater, vice-
president; L. A, Woodward, treasurer and
fipancial secretary; L. B. Justice, record-
ing secretary.

MORE THAN 5,000 persons attended
the 10th annual dance of the Theatrical
Protective Unjon, 31, in Madison Square
Garden. S. L. Rothafel was made an
henorary life member of the union and
received a gold badge of membership.

A DINNER-DANCE was given by the
Tri-City Projectionists’ Assoclation, con-
sisting of Local 285, Troy; Local 314,
Schenectady, and Local 324, Albany, at
the roof garden of the Hotel Ten Eyck,
Albany, N. Y., at midnight, February 32.
An address of welcome was made by Hon.
Henry C. Fagal, Mayor of Schenectady.
Halrry M. Brooks acted as toastmaster,
while speakers of the evening consisted
of Mayor Fagael, Hon. George R. Lunn,
commissioner of public service; Fred J.
Dempsey, vice-president IATSE & MPO;
Hon, John F. Williams, State senator,
and Hon. Mauricc Whitney, member of
assembly. Music was furnished by John
Finke and his “Quaker State Boys”. A
fine menu wae served. The attendance
was very good.

RANDOM NOTES—By Wesley Trout

BROTHER C. A. DENTELBECK, To-
ronto, has been elected for the 14th
consecutive year president of Local 173.
Dentelbeck is chief projection engineer
for Famous Players Canadian Corpora-
tion. )

HOWELYL. A. PARKER, Kansas City,
who was doing {nstaliation work for
Pacent and Biophone sound equipment
companies, 1S now connected with the
Campbell Engineering Company in a
similar capacity.

EDDIE COMI is in charge of the re-
pair department of the N=ational Thea-
ter Supply Company at Boston.

F. H. RICHARDSON, Loca} 306, editor
of the projection department of The Ez-
hibitors’ Herald, has moved from South
Lynn, Mass.,, to New York City.

Bheatrical
MNMutual cAssn.

By DAVID L. DONALDSON
Grand Secrelary-Treasurer

BOSTON LODGE NO. 2.—The 42d an-
nual benefit show of this lodge was held
Friday afternoon. February 21, at the
Colonlal Thegter, Nearly four hours of
excelient entertalnment was presented
by acts from the local thezters, includ-
ing James J. Corbett and Neil O'Brien,
Scotty Holmes and his band, William
O’'Neal and male chorus of 30 from New
Moon, at the Shubert; E. E. Clive and
Company, of the Copley Theatcr; Jack
Miller and his Statconians, Nancy Searls,
Harry Le Marr, Wade Booth, Romaine
and Castle, Geoffrey Whalen, Arnold
Trio, Martin and Rose Emmett, and Nina
Caponie.

The masters of ceremonies were Bob
Emery, a popular radic announcer;
Buddy Shepard and Art Spaulding. The
stage was under the directlion of Joe
Hogan and Frank Meagher.

William McKinley directed a fine or-
chestra, furnished by Boston Local No. 9,
Musicians’' Protective Assoclation. A. L.
Frlanger kindly donated the Colonial
Theater, and Boston Lodge, IATSE, fur-
nished the stagehands.

James Dufly, of the Orpheurn Theater,

oard

Scenic Artists

By CHARLES CROUCH
Communications to 1560
Broadway, New York
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“HANDY" RHINE-
STONE MACHINE

10 QGroas, Bizxe 20 or 11,
Briiilant White Rhine-
stones and Scttings, $4.60,

Colors—8ize 20 and
Bettings. 55¢ Gross, 5 Gr,
to Pkg. White—Size 30,

d Speocial, $1

$3.50

Strong & Speedy,
Weighs Only 134
Founds.

TOM ADRIAN CRACRAPT has taken
up his duties as staff scene designer of
the Rialto Theater Guild, Hoboken, N. J.
The organization 1s also known as the
Old Rialto Stock Company.

ALBERT AMEND is the scenic artist
with the Erlanger Players opening in
the near future at the Erlanger Theater,
Atlanta, Ga.

WARD & HARVEY recently completed
the finale setting for Lew Leslie’s In-
ternational Revue,

ALEXANDER CHERTOV has completed
settings for the Second Avenue Theater.

LOCAL 829 reports the death of two
members, F‘reder’ick Jones IIT" and Lud-
wig Meine.

A. G. VOLZ, business representative of
the United Scenic Artists, has returned
from .a visit to Philadelphia, where he
visited]l the Jarin Studio, the Davis &
Reed Studlos and the Frankfort Thea-
ter, where Willlam Griggs 1s engaged as
staff scenic artist, It is expected that
the company at the Frankfort Theater
will move into a Brooklyn, N. ¥., theater.

ALEXANDER STROBL is furnishing
Iumirous ghost effects for The Blue
Ghost, a Jimmmie' Cooper production.

THE EXECUTIVE BOARD of the
Untted Seenie Artists attended the ball
given by the Internmational Alliance of
Theatrical Stage Employees in Madison
Square Garden.

WILLIAM SAULTER, designer with Fa-
mous Players, has sufficlently recovered
from his recent illness to take a sea
voyage.

GUS WOLFF i{s reported i1l and con-
fined at present {o the Forejgn Hospital,

ROLLO WAYNE ‘is designlr{g settings
for Serenade, which will be revived by
the Shuberts.

an

Gross. 236 Qross to Pkg.
MODERN-HANDY BUTTON MACHINE CO.;

2407 West Ohio Btreet, Chbicage, OL

Rompers, Opera Hose, Leotards, Dance Sets
‘DANCE ACCESSORIES,
SEND FOR CATALOG

America's Greatest
heatrical Accessory House.
1578B. Broadway, New York

THEATRICAL ACCESSORIES

Rhinestones, Spangles, Make-Up, Etc.

WRITE FOR PRICES and SAMPLES

FRITZ SCHOULTZ & CO.
58 West Lake St., CHICAGO, ILL.

won ‘the honor badge by seliing nearly
$200 worth of tickets.

The committee in charge of the affair
consisted of Edward M. Barry, chairman;
Walter Nason, treasurer; Edward A.
Coady, press; James Dufly, talent, as-
sieted by James O'Rourke, Thomas Cal-
lahan, Albert Poole, Frank Hill, George
Lee, Oscar Watson, Edward Broom, Harry
Pevser, William Meagher, John Donavan,
ILeslie Lockwood and George Knight.

A special vote-of thanks was sent hy
the committee to Erlanger for his kind-
ness in glving over the fine’ Colonial
Theater.

CHICAGO LODGE NO. 4—This lodge
has elected and Installed the following
officers for 1830: Al Garlick, past presi-
dent; Paul Woodrow, president; Al
Shreab, vice-president; Frank Galluzzo,
financial secretary; Charles Hourowitz,
recording secretary; Walter Deeitze,
chaplain; Walter Risto. sergeant at arms;
Willlam Lubin. trustee, and Mark D.
Gelder, physiclan.

Frank Goalluzzo was on the sick list
with double pneumonie, but Dr. Gelder
now has him on the road to recovery.

This lodge will run its annual boxing
show some time in May. Full particulara
will be given later.

SAN FRANCISCO LODGE NO.21.—The
regular meeting was held at midnight,
February 11, when six candidates were
inftiated. Several more applications were
presented, and these will be put thru at
the March meeting.

The meeting drew a large attendance.
The group Insurance was brought up,
and more -than 30 members have already
signed applications. It is expected that
the entire membership will be, signed up
in a short time. Brother John Harris,
recording secretary, assisted by Brothers
Robert Wakeman and Charles Luttringer,
compose the committee in charge of this
matier.

EVA B. LANQUAY

COSTUME & TIGHT CO.,
404 Capltol Building, CHICAGO, ILL.

Everything For
Theatrical Wardrobe

Write for Catalog.

v T
m JHN
260 West 16th Street. NEW' YORK.
Famous LITTLEJOHNS RHINESTONES,
Highest Quality at Lowest Prices, 8ize 21, with
Scetting, $4.50 per 10 Gross; No.

30, $1.25 per
Gross; Colars, §50 a2 Gross. 'Perfect’” Setting
Machine, $3.50.
COSTUME

FABRICS

SILKS, SATINS, TINSELS, VELVET, BRO-
CADES, SPANGLES, JEWELS, ORNAMENTS,
SCINTILLATING JEWEL CLOTH.

Wrl 2
e Dazian’s, in.
§ Addroesses Are as Follows:
D%Z!I;N"B. INC., 142 W. 44th Bt, New York,

DAZIAN'S, INC., 201 Fox Bldg., 16th and Mar-
ket 8ts.. Philadeiphia, Pa.

DAZIAN'S, INC., 128 Bedford 8t., Boston, Mass,

D.:‘ZIIAN’B. INC,, 203 N, Wabash Ave., Chicago,

l)léz;!l,:N's, INC., 728 8, Hill 8t., Loa Angeles,
A o

). ). Wyle & Bros., Inc.

DISTRIBUTORS OF

SPARKLETTE

AND CREATORS AND MANUFACTURERS OF
OTHER THEATRICAL FABRICS,
TRIMMINGS. SPANGLES, ETC,

NOW LOCATED AT

1441 BRORDWAY

S. W. Cor. 415t and Broadways 10th Floor,
NEW YORK CITY.

Come and visit us in our new quarters, or
write for samples.

Fabrics. the last word in
beauty and originality, are
rich, soft and lustrous. Idcal
for stage lighting. Also
“’sunfast” and ““fireproofed’’
febrics, Write for sgmpiea.

MAHARAM
TEXTILE CO.
INC..

NEW YORK, 107 W. 48th Bt,

CHICAGO, 8 E, Lake St.
LOB ANG,, 656 L. Aug’s St.
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By COCKAIGNE
Marchants, Haddenham, Thame.

The Billboard on sale at GORRINGES,
17 Green 8t., Leicester Square, and DAW'S,
American News Agents, 4 Lelcester 8t.,
Leicester Square.

Legitimate Stage

LONDON, Feb, 11—The hit of the
week has been Honors Easy, Roland
Pertwee’s new play at the St. Martin’s,
which, tho purely a comedy of the the-
ater, 18 highly entertalning and got a
great reception. The debut of Diana
Wynyard as leading lady was a tre-
mendous success and provides the Lon-
don stage with that ever-welcome asset,
an actress of great béauty and unusual
technique in characterization.

Almost a Honeymoon, the farce by
Walter Ellls in which Gerald Pring and
Renee Kelly have been amusing the pro-
vinces a8 a preliminary to the West End,
opened at the Garrick last week and was
very well recelved. The piece Is capitally
acted—the company including Grace
Lane and Lamont Dickson—but the
story, based on bedroom complications,
is of a pattern so famillar to London
theatergoers that 1t stands less chance
of holding its own in town than it did
in the country.

An interesting production to lovers of
Charles Lamb and his works is the
Everyman’s current offering, Charles end
Mary, dealing with the life of Lamb.
The cast has been weli chosen and the
members cleverly give a semblance of
reality to thelr embodiments of Charles
Lamb and his circle. Peter Ridgeway Is
particularly good as Lamb and Joan
Temple (the author of the play) as his
sister, Mary, and the enthuslasm which
marked the first night's performance of
this delicate and charming play is being
repeated nightly.

Ben Welden’s performance was the
outstanding feature of the new Masses’
-8tage and Flim Gulld’s offering on Sun-
day of Upton Sinclair's Singing Jail-
birds at the Apollo. Next week Ben
Welden will play in a Venturers’ Soclety
presentation of Camille in Roaring
Camp, a skit on the classic Lady of the
Camillias, in which, by the way, Tallu-
lah Bankhead 18 to open shortly in the
West End. Other members of the cast
along with Welden will be Margaret
Bannerman, Sara Allgood, Vera Pearce
and Leslie Mitchell.

Fred Duprez {s producing on Monday
next for a four weeks' tryout at Brad-
ford a comedy-farce, My Wife’s Family,
in which he himself will play the prin-
clpal part.

Frankenstein, in’ a new versiot by
Peggy Webling, got a promising sendoff
last night at the Little, This famous
thriller has been well served by Miss
Webling and the cast, and should do as
well In town as it has done recently in
the provinces, where the same company,
including Hamilton Deane and Henry
Hallatt have been appearing.

An amusing Anglo-American comedy,
Owner Gone Abroad, was presented with
great success at the Q Theater Jast
week, with Sybil Jane, Ian Bracested,
8hella Barry and Rupert Harvey enact-
ing the varlous English and American
rolee. This is a play worth considera-
tion for, say, repertory theaters on both
eides of the Atlantic.

Alan Mowbray, most of whose stage
work has been done your side, is the
author of Dinner Is Served, produced at
the Players’ Theater Friday, after being
already successfully done in New York.
The company here Includes Robert
Coote and Lester Matthews, the latter
returned from playing in the New York
version of Many Waters.

Maurice Browne, following his boom
with the all-male cast of Journey's End,
has acquired for production another
play with no female characters. This Is
by Stephen XKing-Hall, with whom Ian
Hay collaborated in The Middle Walch,
and the action of the drama centers
round the Battle of Jutland.

Ivor Novello’s 4 Symphony in Two

226 W. T2nd St

DOROTHEA ANTEL 5% r2nd
THE SUNSHINE SHOPPE
Catering to Professional Folk, New As-
sortment of Greeting Cards for all oc-
casions, ONE DOLLAR. New Catalogue

Now Ready. Opera Length Hosiery.

Billbbard

Flais leaves London February 22 for a
jzour of the provinces, to be followed by
a visit to America. i

A new production soclety, the 1930
Players, opens next week at the Century
Theater with 2 new play by Elizabeth
Baker, Penelope Forgives, in which Clare
Greet will have an important part.

Daly’s Theater, purchased by Isadore
Schlesinger last June for $1,150,000, is
again up for sale. Two prospective pur-
chasers are rivals for ownership of the
property, one being a theater firm and
the other a stores group. The theater
world is watching the outcome with In-
terest, for In epite o1 the new and up-
to-date houses now erected or in course
of erection in London, the tradition of
Daly'sis worth a great deal to any man-
agement.

The Ritz, the new theater in Cam-
bridge Circus of which Lee Ephraim has
obtained a long tenancy, is the house
which, 1t was announced last year, Zleg-
feld would open with his Follies. The
Ritz Is most centrally situated and suit-
able for such pleces as Rio Riiz, which
Ephraim 1s putting on there as the
opening show—and seats 1,650 people.

Judgment was glven yesterday in the
House of Lords in favor of Barrie Oliver,
in the matter of the Jury’s award to
him some time ago. This was a sum of
$5,000, to be paid by Herbert Clayton
and Jack Waller, Ltd., for loss of pub-
licity to Oliver, who salleged breach of

contract in that the management had

falled to cast him for one of the three
leading parts in Hit the Deck. The
Jury’s finding had aiready 'been upheld
by the Court of Appesals, and the latter’s
Jjudgment was apgaln upheld yesterday
by the Lords, tho Lord Buckmaster des-
cribed the damapes awarded as ‘“ex-
travagant”.

Vaudeville Field

Interest was given to the Palladium
bill yesterday by the appearance of two
turns making their first appearances in
England—Bud and Jack Pearson, and
Rogers and Wynne. America bulks large
in this current bill, which Includes
Browne and Lavelle (going fine this
side), Rich Hayes, Fransky, Scamp and
Scamp and the Matthews Sisters (sis-
ters of Jessie Matthews, the revue star
&t present in New York), who are rapid-
1y forging their way ahead in the variety
world. George Robey is toplining, and
Maeabel Russell (ex-M. P.) returns to the
stage In a sketch salong with Gerald
Ames and a supporting company.

Ropgers and Wynne will remeain in Eu-
rope for some time as they plan to-play
on the Continent after their English
dates are completed.

American vaudeville artistes sched-
uled to play first seasons in England
this spring are Al Welser and Norman
‘Ward, and Horace Heldt and his Call-
fornian Band.

The Holborn Empire show this week
offers Teddy Brown, Gue-Tsang Troupe,
Jimmy FPerguson, Belle Avalon, Eddy
Bayes, Bllly Caryll, Kismet Sisters and
Talbot O'Farrell.

Ross and Sargent are joining the Co-
Optimists, who are reorganizing their
artistes and proposing to take the Lon-
don Hippodrome for a long season.
Other newcomers wiil be Elsle Randolph,
Herbert Mundin, Mimi Crawford and
Joan Barry.

Hugh Ormond, Phyillis Dare, The Bar-
racetes, Power's Elephants and Willy
Lancot and Company are featuring at
the Coliseum.

Harry and Marjorle Ristorl are re-
turning via England from South Africa

to New York, where they are due to -

open March 15.

A Roger & Hart revue is to be the
vehicle for Jessle Matthews' return from
the New York stage to London. Sonny
Hale will play opposite her.

Hamliton Conrad and his Performing
Pigeons; Mason and Royle, comedy
dancers, and Two Latabars, eccentrics,
are among African Theaters, Ltd. book-
ings, and salled for South Africa last
week.

Richard Hardman, publisher and song-
writer, is visiting London on behalf of
Henry Pord's intefest in old dances as
opposed to modern ones. The scheme is
to found a Henry Ford school of dances
in London if there is enough likely sup-
port forthcoming, and Hardman salls
this week for New York to report prog-
ress.

Gloria Buskel is a newcomer to caba-
ret at the Cafe Anglais, Naunton Wayne
being & popular turn there this week.

Lilllan Au Pait has joined the Picca-
dilly Playtime show, where the Greenlee

I and Drayton Quartet remains along with

Haryta and Enrique.

By THEODORE WOLFRAM
Hotel Stevens, 6 Rue Alfred-Stevens
The Blllboard on sale at BRENTANO'S,

37 Ave. de I'Opera; GRAND HOTEL, Blvd.
des Cepuclnes, and METRO, Place Pigalle,

PARIS, Feb. 19.—The reduction of
amusement taxes should have a good
effect on all the categories of.theaters.
Until the new regulations are more clear-
ly defined, it is difficult to state whether
circuses, cabarets, dance halls and out-
door shows have been included in the
list of those benefited. It will Interest
American vaudcville artistes to know
that within a few weeks Paris will have
at least two more music halls.

A record-breaking number of stage.
screen and concert celebrities arrived In
Paris last week. Among them were Ger-
trude Hoffmann and Ferral de Wels,
dancers; Gilbert Miller, producer: Toto
Novello, clown; Jesse Lasky, Jr., Arthur
Galnes and W. T. Powers, of the Para-
mount; Julius Steger, of Fox Pllm; Galli-
Curcl, soprano; Elly Ney, A. Tansman and
Geraldine Leo, planists.

Swan Ringens and her American Div-
ing Beautles, Helen Lemlee, Ann Booker,
Peggy La Rue and Chickie Grey close
their engagement at the Cirque d’Hiver
tomorrow, and leave shortly for Berlin,
where  they will open at the Clrcus
Busch.

Among those taking part in the charity
ball of the Parls dressmakers,” at the
Opera last Thursday, were June Roberts,
Eddie Mayo and his Vagabonds, Roserae,
Capella and Sylvio, Corn and Dixle, and
other music hall and cabaret stars.

Carol Sax and his Paris Amerlcan
Players closed their run of Holiday
Saturday, and are now presenting their
final offering, Eugene O'Nelll’'s Beyond
the Hor{zon.

Montmartre will socon have another
vaudeville house In the old Cigelle, part
of which is being transformed into a
music hall, which is slated to open in
April.

Galli-Curci, who arrived in Paris last
Friday, has leff for Prague, where she
opens a concert tour which will last until
the end of April.

The directors of the Empire Muslc Hall
are nepotiating with Al Jolson for an
engagement at that house in June.

The Simmons University Cowboy Band,
of Abllene, Tex., Is coming to Europe to
give a serles of concerts in June. The
50-plece band will be accompanied by the
cowgirl pep squad.

Sam Sturgis, of the dance team of
Short and Long, is spending a few days
in London with his wife and week-old
baby.

Lorns Germaine and Ethel Helliwell
are appearing with the Manger Tillerettes
in a dance revue, Illusions, at the Para-
mount Theater

The Moulin Rouge Cinemsa will change
back to its former policy of spectacular
revues and music hall some time in April,

Yvette Gullbert will give her final con-
cert of the season in Paris tonight, at
the Salle Gaveau, after which she leaves
for Barcelona, Budapest and Berlin.

Vasil, Reg and Ruby, in thelr Hawallan
speclalties, are a feature of the new bill
&t the Cirque Medrano.

Paul Gordon, American wire walker,
has returned from  a tour of /Central
Europc and will open at the Cirque
Medrano next week.

June Roberts, American dance star of
Rose-Marie, was the attraction at the Bal
Tabarin matinees last week.

James Pickard and his Chinese Syn-
copators open at the Cirque d'Hiver
Friday.

Lois Hutton Helen Vaney pgave a dance
Tecital at the Studio ‘des Ursulines Ilast
Saturday.

Peggy Vere, English dancer, will be a
feature of the new revue at the Concert
Mayol.

Jack Hylton and his boys will give a
concert at the Salle Pleyel March 20.

Prince Toklo left Monday for Al-
glers, where he will play at the Casino
Music Hall.

Germain Aeros, with a slap-stick wire
act—most of which is performed off the
wire—is the comedy hit of the Cirgue
d‘Hiver.

Chickie Grey has left the Swan
Ringens diving act, and will return to
New York shortly to go into vaudeville.

Lisa Duncan gave a dance recital at
the Comedie des Champs-Elysees last
Saturday

Albert Morini, American concert im-

presario, is in Paris arranging % open a
permanent office.

Palge and Jewett are presenting their
unicycle act at the Bobino Music Hall.

Wiser and Ward leave for London soon
to open at the Coliseum.

Raquel Meller will pive a song recital
at the Salle Pleyel March 15,

Jackie Colller, wire walker, hag re-
turned from Belgium,

Dora Btroeva is entertaining at the
Bosphore.

b s _la
Along the Riviera

The carnival season is in full swing
all along the Riviera, with its carnivsl
parades, flower battles, confettl battles
and masked balls.

Bell and Lee, Sielle and Mills and the
Novelle Brothers "are appearing with
Horace Heldt and his Californians at the
Cafe de Paris, Monte Carlo.

Noble Sissle’s orchestra is playlng at
Ciro’s, Monte Carlo.

Annette Kellermann is appearing at
the Casino Municipal of Nice and the
Casino of Menton, this week, in a dance
and physical-culture demonstration.

Walter Rummel, planist, gave a con-
cert gt the Palals de la Mediterranece
Tuesday.

The Sparks Ballet and Gregor and his
Gregorians are the attractions at the
Palals de la Mediterranee, Nice.

Long Tack Sam and his Chinese Revue
and Billy Arnold’s Jazz are the attrac-
tions at the Ambassadeurs, Cannes.

The Versatile Four and the Can Can
dancers from the Bal Tabarin are at the
Kit Kat Cabaret, Cannes.

The Crackerjacks Jazz is at the Hotel
Martinez, Cannes.

The Utica Jubllee Singers have been
glving a serles of concerts along the
Riviera.

In the Provinces

The Cirque Fratellini, with the Flying
Hartwells and a big circus and menagerie
program, opened at Montauban last
week, and is now playing Toulouse.

Zoiga and Rachel are dancing at the
Pathe Palace, Marseilie.

Rose-Marie is the attraction at the
Eden Thesater, Saint-Etienne.

Belgium

Lindsay Fabre and his boxing kangaroo,
Aussle, are topping the bill at the Scals,
Antwerp.

Layton and Johnstone are giving a re-
cital at the Theater Royal, Antwerp, this
week,

The American dancer, Beth Berl, and
Violet Warland sare appearing in Rose-
Marie at the Casino, Brussels.

Tessle Harrlson, American entertainer,
is at the Theater des 10 Heures, Brussels.

Stray Notes

The musical cowboys, the Hamm
Brothers, have returned to Europe from
South America, and are appearing at the
Olympla, Barcelona.

Billle Reardon, New York entertainer,
i1s at S8aint Moritz, Switzerland,

AUSTRALIA

By MARTIN C., BRENNAN
198 Pitt Street, Sydner

S8YDNEY, Jan, 31. — Two theatrical
failures are noted this week, one being
that of Muriel Starr.at the Palace The-
ater, Sydney, the other that of the
Fergus Gordon Players of the Theater
Royal, Brisbane. The latter collapse
was of no great consequence, but Miss
Starr's debacle—for ‘it was nothing else
seelng that the artists got no salary—
is a pgreat tragedy in the Ilife of one
who, for several years, had been such a
big favorite in Australia. An American
actress of the emotional type, Miss Starr
had, at one time, made considerable
money in this country, The inroads of
talkies on the legitimate show business
told its story. ¢

There are but three legitimate thea-
ters in Sydney at present. The Criterion
is doing the best business with Journey's
End. At Her Majesty’'s just falr at-
tendances are beilng attracted by The
New Moon. At the Grand Opera House,
Alfred Frith, comedian, is terminating a
season which iIs the reverse of profitable.

At the TFuller Theater, the Ernest
Lotinga Company, supported by & couple
of vaudeville acts, is in the last week of
an inconsistent season. The company is
all-British, and outside of the star, prob-
ably the worst lot of actors ever brought
to this country.

The Theater Royal, which went over
to talkies some tlme ago, subseguently



closing for the want of long-run attrac-
tions, reopens tomorrow with Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer's The Trial of Mary Du-
gan, starring Norma Shearer. At the
Prince Edward, just across the street, the
Maurice Chevaller picture, The Love
Parade (Paramount) Is pulling capacity
at every performance.

Horace Keats, who first came to this
country 15 years ago when he was pi-
anist to the American Diseuse, Nella
Webb, left on his return to England last
weeK. In the Intervening years, Keats
has been constantly engaged as musical
director, the last 12 months being with
a prominent broadcasting compahy.

Phillip Lytton, who has been present-
ing his dramatic company in West Aus-
tralla, commences a season at the Thea-
ter Royal, Hobart, February 3, present
ing Cappy Ricks and other shows. The
Theater Royal has been occupied for
some weeks by Allan Wilkie, Shakes-
pearean actor-producer, who has been
varying his productions with several old
Englisli costume plays.

Nellle Bramley, popular actress who
just recently concluded a phenomenal
scason of 89 consecutive weeks at the
Theater Royal, Brisbane, arrived in Syd-
ney last week on a vacation. She is ac-
companied by her manager, Willlam
Raymond. Miss Bramley will probably
take up the running in Brisbane again
in & few months' time, where her name
is a household word.

The new Roxy Theater at Parramatta
(N. S. W.) opens next Thursday. This
is an elaborate edifice, built In .the
Spanish style. Eddie Horton, American
organist, who has been a popular feature
at the Prince Edward Theater, Sydney,
for quite a long time, and who resigned
some weeks ago, will preside at the or-
gan,

The Empire Theater, recently taken
over by Ronn Shafto as a first and sec-
ond-run picture house, has, contrary to
many anticlpations, done very con-
sistent business since the opening. This
s a comparatively new theater, origi-
nally devoted to musical comedy, but,
like other houses, lost out when the
talkies came along.

The Land of Promise and To What
Red Hell are new productions in Mel-
bourne. The former is Leon Gordon's
new show at the Comedy Theater, pre-
sented last Saturday night. Gregan Mc-
Mahon 1is producing the latter at the
Bijou Theater, Melbourne. The only
other flesh-and-blood productions In
that city are Nightie Night, presented
by Frank Neil's comedians at the King's
Theater, and the George Wallace Revue
at the Tivoll.

Vaudeviile s being revived in Perth,
a show headed by the Paulastos being
set down to open in the West Australian
city February 8. The Paulastos are Eng-
lish performers, who have been in this
country for several years.

Nat Phillips, for almost 17 years @
feature of the Fuller Cirguit, Is now
part-lessee of the Bridge Theater, New-
town (Sydney), & house formerly owned
by the Clay Circult. Here Phillips, in
conjunction with a very talented com-
pany, 1s doing excellent business.

American vaudeville performers are al-
most conspicuous by thelr absence in
this country. Practically the last of
the Union Theaters, Ltd., importations
left this country two weeks ago. It is
rumored, however, that a coming policy
of this organization will include vaude-
ville performers from overseas, altho this
may not eventuate for some few months.

Stage presentations, which have been
an outstanding feature of the picture
programs at the State and Capitol the-
aters since thelr opening, will dispense
with this form of additional interest to
the picture bill. Each theater has
boasted a ballet of exceptional merit,
and it s stated that where any of the
performers hold contracts—and some are
under contract for a couple of months
to run—these will be pald off, as the
programs are considered too lengthy and
talkies provide sufficlent interest for
patrons. Orchestras are retained at both
these theaters.

Things theatrically in Adelaide, South
Australian capital,
healthy. Every theater is wired for
talkies, and until last Saturday the only
theatrical show was that provided by
Paul Warton, late of the Flying War-
tons, and a revue company at the Gar-
den Theater. The company has closed,
owing to lack of support. Usually a
show s assuréd of a good sSeason here
during the summer months, but general
depression, the large number of unem-
ployed people, and, of course, the popu-
larity of the talkles, have done such a
8how no good. Adelalde is supplied en-
tirely, at the present moment, with
&Creen - entertainment.

Billboard

BERLIN

By O. M, SEIBT
183 Uhland Str., Charlottenburg
The Blllboard on sale at the Aldon Hote}

and at Glende's Newsstand, 151 Friedrich
Str., one block from Wintergarten.

BERLIN. Feb. 10—F. A. Cook, from
the Ringling show, was a visitor this
week. He saw a number of circuses on
his tour in England, France and Ger-
many. Saillng home February 12.

Sarrasani opened with a. big splash
a few days ago and so far is doing ca-
pacity. His new transportable tent is
most elaborate and resembles more an
Oriental theater than a circus building,
Sarrasani has a one-ring show, but what
a show! Every imaginable nation Is
represented with one, two or three
troupes and the huge ring is always
crowded at each number. The show
runs very much on military lincs, even
Sarrasani's elephants must fall in line,
and the pretty ballet does & number in
military formation. It would hardly sur-
prise to see the All-Highest War Lord
himself entering the arena, doing the
goose-step. The Indians from the 101
Ranch closed the show a little after
midnight, the show running over four
solld hours. With so much spectacle
and hardly any comedy on the bill, Sar-
rasanl would be well advised to elimi-
nate some of the animal acts as well as
other numbers, injecting comedy Instead.
Admissions ranging from 25 cents to
$1.65; capacity, 10,000.

Albert Powell at the Scala 18 termed
the most sensational contortionist on a
trapeze ever seen here and Jules Marx
has signed him up for a return date
next winter as well as for all his other

since opening at the Scala February 1
and the act elicits prolonged applause
at every performance, going over very
strong. Offers from Hamburg, Amster-
dam, Dusseldorf and other towns are
under consideration.

Berlin’s swellest dance restaurant, the
Gurmentia, after going broke last Janu-
ary, 1s now taken over by Alex Schalk,
of Munich. Several American orchestras
played the Gurmenla last year.

8trong acts in the Breitbart style have
little appeal on thc public nowadays,
yet a lad of 15, Helmuth Liechterfeld
manages to pull capacity at the Liebich,
Breslau, the current mouth. When
booked for the Wintergarten some time
ago he was stopped by the police on the
tirst night, being under age.

The Harry Holt Trio, football on bi-
cycles, now consists of two pretty young
girls and the originator, Harry Holt.
At the Wintergarten this month they
are quite & riot and are stopping the
show cold.

Bob Ripa, famous bhoy juggler, is fea-
tured at the Thalia, Elberfeld, having
terminated his season at the Cirque
d'Hiver, Paris.

Young China, a troup of brilllant Chi-
nese contortionists and gymnasts, is an
outstanding attraction at the Winter-
garten, Despite so many Chinese acts
in Germany, this one beats them all and
has already been signed up for many
months ahead.

UFA has & winner in Love Waltz, a
talkie featuring Lillian Harvey and Willy
Fritsch. This 1s UFA’s first talkie oper-
etta and resembles a world’s success.
Another UFA picture of distinction is
The White Devil, starring Ivan Mosjou-
kin, pulling big houses at the Palace
am Zoo.

Carpenter-Childs' The Bachelor Father,
at the Theater Behren Str., has passed
the 150th performance and Is still going
strong.

are also far from-

the ruthless scalpers.

City Star,

Scalping the Scalpers

F New York theater managers have determined to put an end to

theater ticket scalping, and have found a way to do this, they will

rid the big city of a long standing and much denounced evil.
they will banish a popular inference, whether just or not, that these
same managers, or some of them, have been in cahoots with the scalpers.
Perhaps the residents of New York,
plicated system of disposing of theater tickets, know how to provide
themselves with seats without paying extortionate rates.
of the city, seeking to enjoy its most popular bills, s at the mercy of
New York has become so big and so self-sufficlent
tLat it dees not need to be especially conslderate of its visitors and in-
cidental trade with them; nevertheless, an enlightened civic pride an
policy would suggest the necessity of protecting these visitors against
being held up, oven if guns are not used in the process—The Kansas

Also

being more famillar with the com-

But the guest

houses. Powell salls early in March to
rejoin the R.-B. show.

Pola Negrl had a most unpleasant sur-
prise when a court bailiff entered her
room at the Adlon and selzed her pearl
necklace, claiming she. owes $5,000 to
S8am Rachmann, her former impresario in
Berlin. Pola this time had a real fit
and her screams attracted the hotel
management, which after some arguing
deposited the amount with the court
official in return for her necklace. Pola
threatens to become famous again, at
least she says she will have Rachmann
arrested.

A very exquisite dance team from the
States and quite a furor at the Scala
are Chiltori and Thomas, here for the
tirst time. They put across a fast ses-
slon of intricate steps and easlly stopped
the show. Surely the strongest song
and dance tcam from Amcrica yet seen
in Berlin.

The Crystal Palace in Lelpzig i8 on the
rocks once more, falling to pay some
of the acts last month. Rastelll, the
Itallan juggler, has the house on shares
currently, but even with him and a
good bill to support, business is poor.
The UFA is reported to be negotiating
tor the Crystal Palace.

Swan Ringens and troupe open March
1 at the Circus Hagenbeck. ;

When Paula Busch takes possession of
her Berlin circus again after Carl Hag-
enbeck’s tenancy, the bullding will un-
dergo considerable changing. Paula con-
templates introducing the popular cir-
cus to Berlin with two shows a day at
admissions ranging from 12 to 76 cents,
coffee being served free at the matinees.
The house will be enlarged to 4,000 seats.
Opening around Septembef.

Adele Nelson's Elephants have re-
celved plenty of publicity in the dallles

Dallas

The Majestic Theater 1s now installing
Grandeur Film Equipment and expects
it to be ready for the showing of Happy
Daeys March 7.

Charles E. Kessnich, Southérn district
manager for M. G. M., was a Dallas visi
tor last week.

Dave Hochriech, Southern sales man-
ager for General Talking Pictures, was
in Dallas last week on business.

M. G. M. locsal branch has moved into
the new home on film row, which was
built especilally for the branch person-
nel.

The advance sale for the Chicago Civic
Operh has broken -all records. Ten thou-
sand dollars was banked the first day
of the ticket sale.

Toronto

‘When S8ir Martin Harvey appeared here
at the Royal Alexandra Theater, his wife
was not dn the cast, Alicla Travers,
talented British actress, played the op-
posite role.

Charles Heystead, well-known reper-
toire manager, and husband of the latc
Josie Mills, repertoire star of a genera-
tlon ago, left an estate of $33,665, ac-
cording to papers filed for probate here.

Art Randall and his Royal Fontenello
Recording Orchestra, closed their engage-
ment at the Casa Loma Hotel.

Boris Volkoff has been appointed di-
rector of Jack Arthur's School of Stage
Dancing here. The puplls eventually find
themselves playing in the ballet’ of the
big Uptown Theater.
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Los Angeles

Sid Grauman, famous Hollywood the=
atrical impresario, is geing back into the
show business. Grauman said he had
been offered attractive propositions by
the Pellisier interests, which own the
southeast corner of Wilshire and West=
ern, and also by certain property owners
in the vicinity of Chinese Theater, who
had each approached him in regard to a
new Grauman house. He would accept
one of the propositions, Grauman sald.

Eva Tanguay, noted vaudeville actress,
is planning to sell her $45,000 home on
Tolucca Lakc. and 1ts 850,000 worth of
furnishings, and by next week will have
lett Hollywood preparatory to going back
on the road again.

Conrad Nagel has been selected to
play the lead In The Right of Way for
First National. Loretta Young will play
the girl, with Frank Lloyd directing.

It 1s sald that Howard Hughes is
negotiating with First National for Billle
Dove’s contract. His determination is to
star Miss Dove in Caddo pictures

Happy Days, the first Grandeur film,
had its gala premiere here at the Carthay
Circle Theater.

Eric Von Strohetm plays the leading
male role in Three Faces East, and he t&
not only discussing the story with Darryl
Zanuck and Roy De! Ruth, but he has
practically, singlehanded, rewritten the
whole scenarlo.

Noah Beery, who is recovering from a
gerious Jdllness, has been signed by Warner
Bros. for an important role in Sece Naples
and Die, the pretentious operetta which
is to go into production soon.

Clara BowW's next Paramount picture is
to be True to the Navy, and will go into
production under the direction of Frank
Tuttle. Frederick March will be the
leading man, with Harry Green in the
featured comedy lead.

One of the finest all-star casts will ap-
pear in First National's outdoor picture,
Under Western Skies, which Iincludes
Sidney Blackmer, Lila lLee, C