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Q*“\/;,;/, A Personal Letter
to the President or
. General Manager

Optimism is a fine thing. Among those personal qual-
ifications which have played a prominent part in keeping
the wheels of business turning and which have kept the
personnel in line during the past twelve months, optimism
has not been the least.

And not the least of the duties of the successful execu-
tive is to see that the personnel of his organization is inspired
by that spirit of faith in the ultimate success of the business
of which he is a part.

To those of the show world, to that great group which
makes up the family of readers of THE BILLBOARD, we
dedicate the best efforts of an organization, every member
of which has an abiding faith in the future of the show
business and is ready to give his best to make 1931 a
better year.

And 1931 will be a better year. We believe it and we
will lend the resources of a great paper toward making this
a fact in the show business.

Jﬁ&wmwl)ww C.

J

25 - 27 Opera Place, Cincinnati, Ohio
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“H ard szes

elegates Out
Big Number

Exceptionally large attend-
ance of attractions people
~all officers re-elected

MILWAUKEE, Jan. 12.—Members of
Ihe Wisconsin Association of Fairs,
neeting - in  annual session here last
“Monday. Tuesday and Wednesday, evi-
ently figured that their present officers
ad been doing a first-rate job, for they
c-clecled them all. A. L. Puinam, of
hippewa Falls, conlinues as president;
Dra. P. Taylor, of Elkhorn. vice-president,
hud James F. Malonc, of Beaver Dam,
Bocrelary-  Directors elected for the en-

. A. J. Rieck, A. W.
George Fiedler and " F. M.
The only change in directors
“Wwus the selection of A. J. Rieck to suc-
eed A. W. Prehn. who has retired from
he falr game.
This year’s meeting., held af the
iSchiroeder Hotel, probably was one of
'he hest, the association has cver held.
L Aouh 150 delegates from. nearly 40 fairs
were present. and there was an excep-
lionally large attendance of attractions
eople, several firms not formerly vepre-
wented here heving displays and repre-
entatlves on hand. The program was
@ exceptionally varied one, replete with
Jaddresses and papers on subjects of vital
sSmportance to county fair men.
The first session of the convention was
ralled to order by President A, L. Put-
lum at 2 o’clock Monday afterncon and
"ie usual business preliminaries occupied
‘he first half hour. 'This was followed
'y the president’s address and talks on
hree widely different fair topics.
The annual address of the association’s
resident, A. L. Putnam, was short and
to the point and contained much ex-
ellent food for thought. “I want to
alk t0 you as a fair secretary,” President
tnam said. “We all have our prob-
s, whether our fair is large or small.”
The president urged greater co-opera-
lon of fair secretaries in the work of
he .assoclation. In some instances
FXecutjves of the various fairs have been
negligent in responding to requests for
information, he sald., Last season he
ent out a questionnaire to every falr
in the State, asking for suggestions for
building up the program for the annual
meeting. Very few answers were re-
ceived, he stated, making it extremely
(difficult for the program committee to
do its work with any definite agsurance
hat they were bujlding the sort of
Program their members wanted.
To the statement that fairs are losing
their interest, President Putnam stated
emphatically that such is not the case.
"Increased dinterest is being shown in
falrs every year,” he declared. “Both
xhibits and attendance are increasing.
00d roads, good amusements and good
xhiblts will make the fair a success.
(See DELEGATES OUT on page 52)

Forming Film Company
To Produce for Canada

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 12—With an
object of supplying the Canadian
market and. exporting films to Eng-
land, a company is in process of
organization by New York film in-
terests, according to word received
here today. It is said British Gau-
mont and Gaumont of Canada, main-
taining headquarters in New York,
will bc prominent factors and that
the company Dhas decided upon
Windsor, Ont., as a studio location.
It was further said that first of a

series of 12 pictures will go into
actual making about April 1, I

Zack Miller-Tom Mix Suit

Heard; Decision January 19

NATCHEZ, Miss, Jan. 12~~1n Chancery
Court here last week occurred the hear-
Ing of a $50,000 suit brought by Colonel
Zack T. Miller. of the Miller Bros.” 101
Ranch Wild Wes{ Show, against Tom.
Mix, famous movie and circus star, for
alleged breach of contract. The decision
of Chancellor Cutrer will be given out
cn his retwn herc January 19 for the
regular term. of court, A suit filed
against Mix by the Western Shows Com-
pany will be heard on the spine date
in Erie, Pa.

Miller is seeking damages on the ciaim
that Mix broke a contract in 1929 to
join the 101 Ranch Show after Miller
had _advertised him as an attraction.
Miller alleged his reputation for integ-
rity as a showmsan was damaged in that
amount when he was unable to produce
Mix in his arena. Mix joined the Sells-
Floto Circus instead. Mix’s divorced
wife, Mrs. Olive Stokes Mix, was on the
stand when the charges were made and
testified to knowledge of the Miller-Mix
agreement.

Miller's attorneys introduced into evi-
dence an exchange of telegrams beiween

m Emdence at Wlsconsm F atrs Corwentwn

IGHT TAX EPIDEMIC

Ready To Aid Unemployed
But Will Oppose Taxation

Amusement business always first to respond in time
of need — charge proposed relief measures are dis-
criminatory — would make matters worse

The general business depression has lehded to focus thc attention of State
and city legislators on the prosperous year enjoyed by the motion picfure in-

dustry.
the amusement: business as a means

Result is that all kinds of legislative measures are being made to tax

of raising unemployment relief funds.

Most of the bills introduced to date call for & 10 per cent tax on admissions.
altho Columbus, O., is discussing a city tax of from 5 to 10 cents on amusement

tickets of all kinds.

Miller and Mix. in which Mix said hé
would consider s $10,000 weekly salary
while traveling with Lhe 101 Show, but
wouid require u private car and accom-
niodations for “Lwo horses, 2 Rolls-
Royce and an entourage of seven people”
in the event he joined the outfit. Miller's
atforneys read Into the records a lele-
gram to Miller in which Mix said: “I
am not afraid of work, but I must have
my comforts.”

“I never knew what the case was all
about,”” Mix told & local reporter at his
hotel after the trial. “I thought the
suit was for libel because it was alleged
I said ‘Zack had a nightmare. It was
just a bad dream of his that I was going
to join his show.” I never made any
contract with Colonel Miller on paper”
or words to that effect. And then, he
added: “They bring out everything they
can to prove I'm a liar and on top of
that a *horse thief'. It was ridiculous. I
am glad it's over and I hope this will
truly be the end.”

Mix left for Peru, Ind., where he will
train horses for several weeks.
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The widespregd move (o twn to amusements for uneni-

ployment relief has come on the business
s0 suddeuly that the ludustry has only
recently awakened to the need for bab-
tling 4 Jointly. Indlcations now are that
all branches of the business will gel to-
gether and offer stiffi oppositlon to the
emergency incasures which they considey
diseriminatory.

‘'he Georgia Legislature Is the latest
to threaten action. A special sesslon has
been called at Atlanta in order that ways
and means may he discussed to devise o
scheme to pay the accumulated deficih:
of over 35,000,000, caused by appropria~
tions made in 1927 and 1929 above the
State’s possible income.

Present Indlcations are that this
burden will be placed upon the amuse-
ment Interests In that State which. in
turn, will pass it on to the public in the
way of a 10 per cent tax on tickets. The
Georgia situation is not particularly sur.
prising, however, since the lawmakers of
that State have a tendency to look to
the theater and show interests when they
want something to tax.

The unemployment problem is causing
several cities thruout the country to look
for ways of raising the necessary funds.
For some reason or other the legislators
turn to the amusement business in prace
tically every case.

Leaders in amusement, lines other than
the picture business point out that their
income has been among the hardest hit.
They say that the film industry was the
only branch of the business to make any
money last year. The law makers fail
to take this into conslderation, however,
and thelr tax measures would include all
departments of the show world.

Motlon picture exhibitors., especially
the independents. accuse the legislators
of “cutting their throat”. and say that
an admission tax can serve only to make
matters worse than they are already.
They cite the fact that a 10 per cent
admission tax will force hundreds of
smaller houses out of business and throw
thousands of house employees out of
work.

Showmen do not object to co-operating
in every way possible in promoting un-
employment relfef. This is proved by the
benefits being given everywhere as a
means of raising funds for the unem-
ployed. Performers are generous in
donating their services for worthy causes
and theater owners quick in turning over
their houses for such benefits.
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Ani App

eal Is Made to Insull

In Coast Opera Booking War

1
+* German Opera complains

of tactics employed by Chi-

«cago Civic Company — asks ‘sponsor of latter group
to intercede — German consul also interested

A ~

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 12~~The Pacific Coast is now experiencing an opera war
which may not terminate without doing considerable herm in that particular

field of artistic endeavor.

Aside from revealing inside workings of grand opera

to the general public, tle grosses of both the German and Chicago Civic opera

companies may sufier from the effect of
cigco last week when those inferested in

a controversy which began in San Fran-

the German Opera Company’s engag

mehts in the Northern California city
complained in a telegram sent to Samuel
Insull, president of the Chicago organi-
zation, of the tactics used by representa-
tives of the Chicago Civic Opera group.

The controversy has now spread to
Los, Angeles, it was learned today, when
it was revealed that a conunittee from
the *German-American Alllance, repre-
senting 30 fraternal and cultural organ-
izations with a membership of 40,000,
wired further protest to Insull, urging
«him: to use his good offices to enable
the German company to proceed peace-
fully on its artistic mission, which was
impossible because of the unfair and
oppressive methods employed by the Pa-
cific Coast representative 0f the come
pany of which he is the head.

In .an effort to adjust the disagree-

\ ment it is reported German Consul Gen-
~eral Von Hantig is expected here from
.San Francisco during the early part of
“the week.

Accordlng to those interested in the
German’ Opera Company season, the
Chicago organizatlon threatens to dis-
,rupt the appearance of the rival com-
pany by changing its datés to a near
conflict wifh the German group, as well
as presenting numerous German operas,
samong other things. The German Opera
Company, plays the Philharmonic Audi-
torium here for the week’ beginning
Janueary 29, with .the Chicago Civic:Com-
s pany. coming into the Shrine Auditorium.
for the 'week of February 23. .

Derickson, Brown
Click on Openmg

LONDON, Jan. 5-—Retummg to Eng-

g land after an absence of 18 months,.

Charles Derickson and /Burton Brown,
American operatic tenor ang' pianist,
opened their second English vaudeville
tout last week at the Brighton Hippo-
rome, where they scored sensationally,
completely stopping the show at the
first performance.

The team return this week to’ the
Palladium, where they are already favo-
rites, and will.be seen later at Holborn
Emplre. Blrmlngham. Leeds ang leer-
"pool i ,

Y

Nolan Out. of 58.11(1. Streets
Replaced by Rudy Kuehn

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Rudolph Kuehn
replaced Walter -Nolan lgst ~ week. as
manager of RKO’s,58th Street. Nolan,
who recently came to the.house from
Paramount-Publix? has been given no
assignment as yet from RKO.

Kuehn was general manager of the

Consolidated ‘Amusement Enterprl;es. lo-*

Yeal picture chaln
P d

iCarrs, Bett); Dates -

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Carr Brothers
@and Betty, originally booked’ into the
“Wintergarten, Berlin, for November,
scored such a hit that they were held
over for another month. They are now
playing a two-week date at the Ufa,
Hamburg, following this with an en-
gagement, at the Savoy Hotel, London.
They were booked by Dick Henry, Ameri.
can rep. of the Universum Agency,
Paris.

More Vaudeville
For' Baltimore

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Announced last
week as a likelihood, the Maryland,
Baltimore, legit. house, is now definitely
set to get another straight vaudeville
show the week of January 19. This will
make three so far, the first on Decem-
ber 29 and the other to start on Mon-
day. Another may come in on January
26, provided no legit. show is booked.

The vaudeville (eight acts) for Janu-
ary 19 will be headed by Moran and
Mack and will include Burns and Allen,
Hewitt and O'Brien, Samaroff and Sonia,
Crystal Trio and a local act, The Four
Camerons fell out yesterday.

Byrd Does $15,000

SALT LAKE CITY, Jan. 10—Com-
mander Richard E. Byrd, broke all records
as a box-office attraction at the great
tabernacle here 'I'hursday night when
close to 10,000 jammed this massive build-
ing to listen to his lecture and see the
motion pictures of his trip ‘to the South
Pole. The house reached close to tThe
'315.000 malk

Llppa on_ Business Trip

IRONWOOD, Mich Jan, 8.—Leo Lippa,
owner the Lippa Amusement Company,
lhas returned from a business trip, .in-
cluding the booking oJf engagements,
and reports very satisfactory results.
Lippa states that he is aking every
effort to completely book his show this
winter for the coming season, so that
he can remain back with the show and
manage it this year, also that his prog-

ress in bookings s far ahead of any

previous year at this time.

Groody and. Purcell
In Act Booked by RKO

NEW YORK, Jan.-12—Louise Groody
and Charles Purcell have teamed, and
will open for RKO next week on a split
between the Chester, Bronx, and Madi-
son, Brooklyn. Both have been in mu-
sical comedies and vaudeville, with Miss
Groody recently paired with Neville F]ee-
son and Pmcell out as a single.

Kate Smith for Palace

NEW YORK. Jan. 12.—Kate Smith, re.
cently with Flying High, will return to
vaudeville Saturday, opening at the Pal-
‘ace. She {8 under the dirgction of the
NBC Artists’ Bureau.

Expect Dorothy Plummer

NEW YORK. Jan. 13.—Dorothy Phillips
Plummer, artists’ representative, Is.ex-
pected to return here in about a week
from a visit to Atlanta, Ga., where her
mother is seriously ill. Miss Plummer
was called. to her mother'’s bedside

December 21.
! \

WALTER J. PLIMMER, former inde-
bendent vaudeville booker, is managing
the Avalon, Brooklyn, for A. H. Schwartz.
It was erroneously’ reported sevetal weeks
ago -that ‘Plimmer« had taken over the
-Freeport Theater, Freeport, L. I.

DIANA CHASE, who recently
opened on RKO dates in the East
in hker torch singing routine, assisted
by a malé pianist. Miss Chase was
featured in musicals as far - back
as 1923 and last appeared in the
shortlived “Luana’

3 Weeks Taken Off
Publix Unit Route

N,

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—The Publix
unit route is minus two stopoffs this
week with another to come next week.
After last week’s show the Paramount,
San Francisco, dropped-the presentations
together with the Indiana, Indianapolis.
The Capitol, Montreal, will not play
units after this week.

Both houses in San Francisco and In-
diahapolis were not under Paramount.
Publix control. The former is opersted

“by Fox West Coast Theaters, while In-
dianapolis is owned by Warner, who put
it into a vaudeville policy this week-
similar to the Earle, Washington. The
Capitol, Montreal. recently came.on the
Publix route together with the Imperlal.
Toronto.

Losing these three houses, the Pubﬂx
unit route is déwn to 21 stopoffs in its
tour from New Haven to New Oftleans.
It has been having its ups and downs,
considering the loss of these houses and
the recent addition - of the Texas and
c‘oast houses.

Slezak Gets Star Contract

NEW YORK, Jah, 10—The Shuberts
‘have given Walter Slezak a two-year
starring contract as a result of his work
in their latest musical, Meet My Sister.
Slezak was imported from Germany,
where he was playing in the original
German version of the same intimate
comedy. Harry Whagstaff Gribble has
been commissioned to do the book for a
new musical of the same type in which
Slezak will have his first starring assign-
ment.

Kate Pullman Sues Ails

CHICAGO, Jan, 10.—Kate Pullman, ac-
tress, has filed suit ageinst Roscoe Ails,
comedian, for $100,000, alleging that she
has lost at least that amount. thru Ails’
failure to marry her,.and that Ails was
guilty of breach of promise when he re-
nounced Miss Pullman and married Shir-
ley Dahlman. Miss Pullman’s two-yéar-
old son, Roscoe Ails. Jr., is with her, and
she says she will never give him up.

Whitgéide Cancels San Antonio

SAN ANTONIO, Tex., Jan. 10.—Walker
Whiteside, on tour. the country in The
Chinese Bungalow, has canceled his local
engagement. He was to appear here on
January 16 under the auspices of the
Little Theater. He had agreed to show
on a 70-30 basis, but when he insistéd
upon the Littie Theater gharing lts part
of routine expenses and found that the
latter was balking, he canceied. White-
side was to show in the San Pedro Play-
house, & theuter seating only 700.

CNE Profit

Is $245.850

Directors pleased with re-
sult of 1930 fair—plant
expenditures '$34,065.10

A Dprofit of $245,850.17 was realized
from the 1930 Canadian National Ex-
hibition at Toronto, according .to the
annual statement issued last.week. The
operating profit amounted to $279,915.27,
out -of which plant expenditures of
$34,0656.10 were made. The city of i
Toronto sponsors the exhibition.

The tabulated statement follows:

1929 1930
Total revenue..$1,196,394.91 81,062,383.89
Total oper. exp. 86041273 . 782,473.72

Operat. profit.
Deduct—

Expenditures on
plamnt and
eauipment

$335,082.18  $279,916.27

and ground
improvements 72,482.39 34,065.10

Leaving pey-
ments io city . ~

of Toronto as
follows

$263,499.79 $245,850.17

.

Debt charges—

. -~

Pure food bldg. $21,955.00 $21,375.00
Eng & Elec bldg  48,000.00 45;650.00
Automotive bldg  54,666.67 54,433.34
Coliseum rental

and grounds, - ]

water rates 14,000.00 14,000.00
Balance of prof. 124,878.12 110,491.83

1

$263,499.79 $245,860.17 j
The exhibition directors are of opinion
that the financial results in 18930 are
very satisfactory, depending, as they do,
upon a large attendance during the come
paratively short period of two weeks, the
weather conditions during that petiod
-anhd, in the case of the 1830 exhibition,
the rvestricted spending ' power of the
public owing to the prevailing adverse
business conditions. The attendance

showed & decrease.of Only 13 per cent.

N

Hamilion Added to

Goldberg’s Stiring

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Lou Goldberg
has been given the Hamilton to super-
vise in addition to the Franklin, Regent

‘and 125th Street. He started last seasoh

with the Franklin and was given the
other houses due to his good work in
building up the Bronx vaudefilmer. ]
Goldberg is operating his baby string
under the direction of.Charles McDonald,
manager of RKO's Manhattan and Bronx
‘division. He will work in with Harry
Mandel, of the press department, in the
advertising, publicity ‘and exploitation
a,nglesJ of his houses.

Rittenberg’s Job Is
Now Official Matter 3

NEW . YORK, Jan. 12.~A. 8. Ritten-
berg, who had been acting unofficially i
E. M. Glucksman’s place as head of the
New York State division of- RKO, was
appointed acting dlvlslon manager last
week.

Glucksman still has the division under
his jurisdiction,” but .is now traveling
over the entire circuit on a special mis-
sion for Vice-President Joseph Plunkett.
Rittenberg is- headquartered at the RKO
Proctor’s Theater, Albany.

Book “Guns® Ensemble
NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Harry Holbrook 3

‘and a singing ensemble of 16 men, all

from the recently closed Sons o Guns, |
have been booked by RKO to open-the
first half of next week at the Jefferson.
Harry Romm agented them into the date. l
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Trade Better
On Main Stem

Picture houses, with one
exception, hold attractions
over for second week

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Somebody un-
consciously gummed up the bookings on
the Broadway feature pictures during the
noliday weeks, It is usually the case
that all of the picture lhouses on the
Maln Stem build thelr programs for
Christmas and New Year's so that the
attraction remains two weeks. But this
year the bookings, except for the Para-
mount Theater, where Tom Sawyer was
the feature attraction, failed to hold
over for the second week. Not only is
the film attraction usually out of the
ordinary, but the holiday stage shows
are built on such an elaborate scale
that it proves a costly proposition to
produce unless it runs for two weeks.

For the first time the Roxy Theater
failed to hold over its holiday attraction
/for a second week. Having a magnificent
production together with the picture,
The Shepper-Newfounder, also called
pPart Time Wife, there was only a fair
draw. ‘The Capitol, playing War Nurse,
a very poor selection for a holiday show-
ing, failed to attract.

The week following Christmas found
conditions reversed and five -of Broad-
way's leading weekly change houses are
holding over for the second week. With
the exception of the Pararhount the pres-
entation houses are holding over thelr
stage shows as well. At the Roxy Charles
Farrell and Janet Gaynor, in The Man
Who Came Back, have had lines walting
to get In stretching more than halt
thru the block between Seventh and
Sixth avenues. While the  picture Is
rather slow paced, it proves that the
Farrell-Gaynor combination has lost
pone of its drawing power. At the
Capitol Joan Crawford has proved an
immense draw in Paid, based on Bayard
Veiller's Within the Law, and 1is held
over. The Criminal Code, an excellent
screen version/of the fdmous stage play,
is held over at the Mayfair. The Para-
mount holds over Ruth Chatterton’s
latest, The Right To Love; while
Charley’s Aunt, the secorid Columbia film
pldying a first run on Broadway, perked
up in business during the last three days
to such an extent that it has been held
for a third week.

RKO Makes Pincus Drop
Healy Bits in His Act

NEW YORK. Jan. 12—The complaint
as to unprivileged use of material
brought by ‘Ted Healy against Bobby
Picus was settled in Healy's favor last
week when RKO's legal department con-
ferred with Pincus, who i playing for"
the circuit.

Pincus is sald to have acknowledged
that two of jthe bits In his act belonged
to Healy and has already secured new
materlal as substitutes. The bits in
question were the “hotcha” and F've Got
a Girl Named Nelly song.

Walkathon Still Going

From RBill Hays, Sacramento, Calif,,
comes & report on the Greater Charity
Walkathon, which opened in that city
under the auspices of the West End
Charity Club late in December. He says:
“We started with 25 couples. Have 10
couples left at 3 p.m. Tuesday (Janu-
ary 6). Going 232 hours.”

Winchell Mike Debut for RKO

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Walter Winchell,
current this week at the Palace, made
hig debut last night on the RKO radio
hour. Harry Richman and Irene Bordont
8lso were on the ether program,

Genaro Gladly Pays «
Yard for Top Billing

NEW YORK. Jan. 12.—Dave Gen-
aro’s consisient quest to gelt RKO
to consent to his gettiug top billiug
in the act of oldtinlers, Youmngsters
of Yesteryear, met with success last
week. Now ihe act will play the cir-
cuit as - “Dave Genaro presents
Youngsters of Yesteryear”.

It cost Genaro $100 to get that top
billing. The circult agreed to let him
have it after he was willing to per-
sonally take care of the expense
(3100) for necessary photographs.

S
Bloom Cuts Down

.
On Booking Days

NEW  YORK, Jan. 12.—Agents have
taken another time cut in the Fanchon
& Marco (Fox) booking office from Phil
Bloom. Finding it necessary to visit
his houses on opening days, Bloom noti-
tied the act sellers that he will here-
after be unable to see them on Wednes-
days and Saturdays.

Besides .being limited to four days
now the sgents are also only permitted
to see Bloom between 10 and 1 o’clock.
Many of them are still waiting to get
in when the time limit is reached, with
the result that they are just out of luck.

About 30 agents Invade the F. & M.
office daily, with only a small percentage
of them having the material Bloom can
use.

Charles Metzger Warns

Indiana Theater Owners

INDIANAPOLIS, Jan. 12. — Warning
that owners of moving plcture houses
are due “to take a whipping” at the
session of the Indlana pgeneral assembly
just starting was sounded by Charles R.
Metzger, attorney for Assgoclated Thea-
ter Owners of Indiana, at & meeting held
at the Claypool Hotel last wcek at the
call of Frank J, Rembusch, Independent
exhibitor.

“All sorts of tex proposals will be In-
troduced . at this session,” Metzger said.
which will, in his opinion, affect ad-
versely the interests of the movies of the
entire State. Preliminary steps for a
battie against monopoly in the moving
picture business were taken at the meet-
ing, which ended with factions declaring
that they had closed up their ranks and
were In a position to ‘act unitedly for
the protection of exhibitors and the ad-
vancement of their interests.

Fred Herrington, of Pittsburgh, secre-
tary of the Motion Picture Theater
Owners of Western Pennsylvania and
long a prominent figure in national or-
ganizations &f exhibitors, called on all
in tht Statelto unite In the Indlana
organization and carry on their conflicts
together. He described strenuous battles
waged by his Pennsylvania group and
by the national organization to advance
the interests of the movie show owners.
He told his hearers that it is time they
cartied the fight to the so-called “movie
trust”. He suggested that this be done
by bringing about legisiation which will
prohibit any person or group interested
in the production or distribution of
film from exhibiting film.

Publix Makes Changes

SAN ANTONIO, Jan. 12.—A shift has
been made by Publix whereby R. P.
Allison, for the last two years manager
of the Texas Theater, has been trans-
ferred In a similar capacity to the Para-
mount Theater. Toledo. O. Arthur
Baker. of the Paramount Theater of
Seattle, Waslh., has replaced Allison here.
Leo Weber, organist of the Texas Thea-
ter, has been transferred to the Metro-
politann Theater, Houston. He s replaced
by Earl Abel, who comes here from the
paramount Theater, Los Angeles.

Solly Ward’s Return

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—S8olly Ward has
been booked for a return to RKO in a
new act. He will open the last half of
next week at the 8lat Btreet.

Hamilton Staying

.
As Bargain House

NEW YORK, Jau, 12.~The Hamilion
(RKO) will continue with its bargain
shows of 10 acts Monday aud Friday
nights despite the declsion announced
last week to do away with this policy.
The change of mind came about when
it was found that the inconveniences at-
tendant upon booking in three extra
acts for showings on these nhights can
be removed by a little maneuvering, The
bargain shows brought business into the
house, which has been regarded for some
months as one of the consistcnt losers
on the circuit.

In operation four weeks and booked by
Harry Kalcheim the bargaln shows have
been running rather long. This has
accounted for overtime to musicians and
stagehands. Under -the new plan de-
cided upon as a means of continuing
with the one-night showings, the stage
shows will start earlier and the regular
bill will have & smaller running time.
Heretofore the average running time ot
the bargain shows has been two hours.
The first act will go on about 8 in the
future, as against 8:20 and 8:30 pre-
viously.

About four’acts have been given ex-
tensive time as a result of being caught
at the Hdmllton's one-night showings.
This is one of the factors used as an
argument for their continuence.

Hearn Being Carried
Along in Palace Skit

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Lew Hearn
opens today at the Fordham in the com-
edy sketch in which he appeared with
Eddle Cantor at the Palace last week.
Originally titled Joe’s Blue Front when
Hearn and Cantor used {t in The Mid-
night Rounders about 12 years ago, the
plece carried the Buy Now label on. its
revival last week. It will continue under
that title with the “Eddle Cantor pre-
sents” line.

George Mayo has been picked to play
Cantor's rolc In the sketch concerned
with the doings In a gyp clothing store.
Robert Leonard, famillay Potash and
Perhimutler character, continues in his
part. The act may get a big play on
dates in and around here-

Ray Again Under Knife

Tommy Ray, lato -of Krause Greater
Shows In Florida, recently returned to his
home city, West Haven, Conn., to under-
go another operation, this time for her-
nie and appendicitis. About 18 months
ago he umderwent an operation at San
Antonio, Tex. after being Injured In &
cyclone. Ray is an expert exshibition
rifie marksman and expects to.be back at
his old stand at Savin Rock, New Haven,
next summer.

“Name’® Jockey for Vaude.

NEW YORK, Jan. 12-—After complel-
ing a short for Warner, Earl Sande,
world-famous Jockey, will take a flier on
the RKO Time. He is being handled by
Lee Stewart both for the Warner contact
and vaudeville. Sande has a good fenor
delivery and has' been developing It
lately by a rigld course of training. He
will work as a single with a planist.

London Cables

LONDON. Jan. 10.—Thc Song of thc
Drum, new musical show, opened at the
Drury Lane Friday, withh Sterns’ costuimes
and settings, and proved Lo be the most
beautiful ‘and lavish spectacle yet seen

. here. Marle Burke, Helen Gilliland, Bob-

by Howes and a star cast did great work
with the romantic plot, and Herman
Finck's tuneful music, Ralph Reader's
ballet cnsembles and the Helen Howell
Foursome were sensational hits.

James Albert Trahan went great in It's
Folly To Be Wise, an amusing. sparkling
revue at the Piccadilly, Wednesday. Mary
Eaton, as an ingenue, also made her Eng-
lish debut to a cordial reception. Nelson
Keys and Cicely Courtenage as stars were
immensely popular.

The Palace Theater bhad a -bumper
first night as & variety house Monday,,
The Four Marx Brothers were & riot in
their 40-minute gct. Duffin and Draper,
Togair and Geneva and Okabe registered
well in an excellent bill described as
Cocliran’s 1931 Varieties.

Cecile, Bronson and Sherman, the
Fisher Girls, Charles Derickson and Bur-
ton Brown, on a return English season at
the Palladium, proved that a welcome is
always awalting good entertainment of-
ferings.

DARKEN GRAY HAIR
WITH BAY RUM

A marvelous compound madc of good old-
fashioned bay rum and other valuable ingre-
dients now recolors gray, faded or streaked
hair. BAY-ROMA is thc name. It colors gray
hair so evenly and naturally that no one can
tell, It also makes the hair soft, silky and
lustrous, BAY-ROMA I8 not sticky or gum-
my. It i{s used llke a tonic. Does not stain
the scalp or run or fade under washing or
sunlight. Looks the salne under all lights and
conditions. Large bottle $1 at all first-class
drug stores or direct from BAY-ROMA CO.,
232 E. 125th St., Dept. B-31, New York City.

“RU-GO HAIR REMOVER"®
FTHE PERFECT DEPILATORY.
crystal-cl liquid.

A new, I, BT
ABSOLUTELY HARMLESS. No unpleasant odors.
Easy to apply. One of the wonderful CAROLINA
MADE products. Removes superfluous hair from
armpits, neck, chest or limbs in one to 0 o
utes. Leaves skin soft, smooth, velvely. BSatisfac-
tion guaranteced or mouey refunded. Send 60c,
agent's price, for $1.00 bottle, In beautiful gold-
embossed case with blue background, or 25c for g~
oz, trial bottle, prepaid. Dept. K, RU-GO SALES
COMPANY, Distributors, 338 W. Morehcad St.,
Charlotte, N. C.

AT LIBERTY

PIANO PLAYER

Leader, ‘Transpose, Arrange, Take Volce, Writs
Openings, Finales with Lyrics to sult your. blils.
Wwife Chorus. Single or_joint. Salary in keeping.
Wire WALTER MARS, Palacc Hotel, Morgantown,

W. Va.
WANTED

Experienced Med. Show Blackface, for Platform
Show with sidewall. Also good Team. Must sing
of play music and be geperally uscful. I pay all
after Joining. State lowest salary and tell all
you do. STUMPF BROS." SHOWS, Bonifay, Fia.

W C

ANTED School. Curtaln. size 33x12 feet.
Good used considercd. SECRETARY DICKENS
SCHOOL BOARD, Dickens, Ia.

ED. F. KNOPF
Please write HOWARD STILLMAN, at 23 W. l4th
Street. C tt, O. sl
WANTED—Med. People In all lines. Boozers and
chasers don’t answer, as 1 have had enough of that
kind. Salary sure. Write. don't wire. State lowest
salary. DR. G. W. STOFEL, Bellville, Tex.

Stage for

Centrally located.
and rest rooms.

vatideville and burlesque shows.
. THIS IS A POPULAR AND

Communicale

841 East Monument Avenue

FOR LEASE ,
THE LYRIC THEATRE

FIFTH STREET, NEAR MAIN, DAYTON, OHIO

In the theater district. -
Broad and deep stage well drranged and equipped, also ample dressing rooms

The theater is suitable in all particulars for pictures, dramatic stock,

W. H. PAYNE

Approximately 1.200 seats.

MONEY-MAKING LOCATION.

with or see

> Daytoh, Ohio
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Eniil Jannings Re-Signed

For Paramount Pictures

Success of “Blue Angel” brings new contraci—German

star to make first film,
York Paramount stndios

“The Man I Killed”, at New

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.--Following his success in The Bluc Angel, which just
closed a successful cngagement at the Rialto Theater, Emil Jannings has been
placed under contract by Paramount, according to announcement made this week

by Jesse L. Lasky. Jannings,

now in Germany, is scheduled to arrive

in the

States In a few months Lo make his first Amerlean dialog picturc at the Para-

mouut studios at Astoria, The an-
nouncement that Jannings has again
been signed for American f{lms will be
rcceived with acclaim by American ex-
hibitors as well as American fillm fans.
Jannings, in the days of the sllent drama,
‘built up a following for himself that has
heen unequaled by any foreign pfayer,
cxcepting Greta Garbo. When dialog wis
introduced, Jannings, who had been In
this country for two years, was unable
to speak any English.

However, he decided to study, and re-

. turned to Germany, and ugder the di-
rection of Josef von Sternberg managed
to turn out such a neat plece of work in
The Blue Angel that it was discovered
his dialect was thoroughly intelligible,
and the Paramount contract followed.

The first story in which Jannings will
appear under his new contract ig based

‘ on & play, The Man I Killed, by Maurice
Rostand, son of Edmund Rostand.
Phillips Holmes has been selected for the
leading juvenile role, and will return to
New York from the Coast to start work
on the plcture as soon was Jannings ar-
xives.

The picture will be directed by Ernst
Lubitsch, and from these early announce-
ments it looks as if Paramount is going
to leave no stone unturned to make the
Jannings vehicle a veal success.

Sono Art Starts Drive

NEW YORK, Jan., i12.—Budd Rogers,
director of sales for Sono Art.-World Wide,
has added Harry Bachman to the Wash-
ington office, Harry Goldberg to the
Chicago branch and M. Klein {o Cleve-
land. Rogers himself left this week for

' @ tour of Canada to confer with Cana-
dian branch menagers.

" Beale Heads Denver Film Board

DENVER, Jan. 10.—The Denver Film
‘Board of Trade elected the following of-
ficers at thelr semi-annual meeting:

. J. R. Beale, president; R. J. Morrison,
vice-president; S. N. Feinstein, secretary,
and D. W. Dunbar, executive secretary
and treasurer. The board of directors
named include Beale, Morrison, Feinstein,
J. S. Hommel and C. J."Feldman.

British Films Fight
For Canadian Market

LONDON, Ont., Jan. 10.—British talk-
ing picture Interests are negotiating for
independent theaters In Canada, accord-
ing to rveport. It is understood that the
British plcture producers will attempt
to capture a large share of the Canadian
theatrical business from the Paramount-
.Publix Corporation.

Paramount made deep inroads on the
business in Canada some months ago
when it gained control of the Canadian
Famous Players. It 1is stated "that
Gaumont, Ltd, is leading the British
In the effort to regain the lost market,

New Policy at Kansas City

KANSAS CITY, Jan. 10—Continucus
burlesque combined with first-run fea-
ture films is the new policy of the
Pantages Theater, effective January 15.
The stock burlesque consists of 20
principals and 20 chorus girls. The
Charno Amusement Company continues
as owner of the Pantages, with Louis
Charnisky as house manager. Prices
remain at 25 and 650 cents.

A Good Auswer

PORTLAND, Orec, Jan. 10—G. T.
Woodlaw, veleran independent Oregon
exhibitor, owner of thec Circle and
Columbia theaters, subsequent run
houses, has increased the pay of em-
ployees of the Columbia from 15 io
20 per cent. The increase has been
made effective as of January 1. ‘The
increase is in answer to the reputed
hard times and depression.

$8,000,000 Story
Budget for Fox

NEW YORK, Jan. 12-—An $8,000,000
budget has been set aside to buy story
material for Fox for the next four years.
It will be allotted at $2,000,000 a year.

Al Lewis, head of the Fox West Coast
story department, arrives in the city to-
day (o purchase new aterial for the
1931-'32 season. Not only will
stories be purchased, but Sheehan is pre-
paring to sign new writers and new star
players.

Joe Penmner Signed
Under Long Contract

NEW YORK, Jal. 12.-Joe Penner was
signed last week to & new long-term
‘Warner Brothers-Vitaphone contract fol-
lowing successful returnsg from his first
group of Vitaphone shorts, and he will
be seen in a series of Vitaphone come-
dies guring 1931. Penner, one of a group
of Broadway players recrulted by War-
ners’ Brooklyn sfudios, has not only ap-
peared in numerous Broadway stage hits
but made six shorts for WB, the last of
which, Saz Appeal, has just been com-
pleted.

Penner’s contract swells the number of
Vitaphone series of shorts for 1931 to
five, other- stars under contract being
Bobby Jones, Robert L. Ripley, Mr. and
Mrs. Jack Norworth and the S. S. Van
Dine series of mystery gtories. Executives
state that another celebrity is due to be
signed shortly, making the series total
six. Willlain Gaxton, who, makes his
talking picture deput in Warners’ Fifty
Million Frenchmen, last week completed
his flrst Vitaphone short, Pariners, a
two-reel adaptation of his own vaudeville
playlet, directéd by Arthur Hurley, fea~-
turing Shirley Palmer, George Haggerty,
J. Anthony Hughes and Paul Hanson,

Tiffany Chimp Comedies
Getting Speedy Bookings

NEW YORK. Jan. 12-—According to
word from Edward Oldsmith. manager
of Tiffany’s Kansas City exchange, in his
report to Carl Goe, the general sales
manager, the first five In the series of
Tiffany Talking Chimp comedies have
been booked for 25 houses In his terri-
tory.

Bookings for 15 houses, many of them
including first-runs, have been reported
for these comedy shorts by the Cleveland
branch, making a total of 40 immediate
bookings for the Chimp series in two
territories alone.

new.

oot

’”

PATRICIA BOWMAN, premicre
danseuse at the Roxy. where she
. stands pre-cminent among the bal-
lerinas of the Great White Way.

Chevalier in Role of
“Smiling Lientenant”

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Maurice Chgv-
alier will shortly undertake what prom-
ises 1o he his most ambitious motion
picturk, The Smiling Lieutenant, slated
1o go into production early in February
at Paramount’s New York studios, ac-
cording 1o plans just announced by Jesse
L. Lasky. The Smiling Licutenant will
be an Ernst Lubitsch product, ang two
feminine stars, Claudette Colbert ard
Miriam Hopkins, have been sigued to ap-
pear opposite Chevalier.

Music for the work will be furnished
by the aelebrated Viennese composer,
Oscar Straus, who with Clifford Grey,
lyvicist, is now at work on the original
music for the production, Troesi Vajda
and Samson Raphaelson -are adapting
the story and dialog. Chevalier 1s now
cn route here from Towdon and will
arrive here this week to bhegin rehearsals
immediately.

Buy Bob Shérss;;)-()(i— Play

NEW YORK. Jan. 12.—Robert Sher-
wood’s stage success, Waterlod Bridge,
was purchased last, week by Carl
Laemmle, Jr., as one of the big specials
on Universal’s 1931-'32 schedule, already
mapped out at Universal City. The
Sherwood play was produced last year
by Charles Dillingham and staged by
Winchell- Smith at the Fulton Theater,
with Glenn Hunter and June Walker in
the leading roles. Sherwood will be re-
membered as author of three previous
successes, The Road to Rome, The Love
Nest and The Queen’s Husband.

Fine Cast for ‘Millie”’

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Millie, produced
by Charles Rogers for Radio Pictures,
brings to ihe screen one of the most
notable casts ever to appear in any one
production. Helen Twelvetrees appears
in the title role of Millje, while other
featured players include Lilyan Tashman,
Robert Ames, Joan Blondell, John Halli-
day and James Hall. Among the promi-
nent supporting cast are Anita Louise,
Edmund Breese, - Carmelita Geraghty,
Harry Stubbs, Otls Harlan, Frank Mc-
Hugh, Franklin Parker, Geneva Mitchell,
Charlotte Walker, Ray Hallor, Marle As-
taire, Charles Delaney, Harvey Clark,
Cyril Ring, Isabel Withers, Hooper Atch-
ley and Aggie Herringi

“Blue Angel” Is Banned

PITTSBURGH, -Jan. 10.—Showing of
The Blue Angel, Emil Jannings' first
talking picture, has been banned in
Pennsylvania by the State Censor Board.
The picture was booked to open at the
Fulton and Sheridan Squalre theaters. It
has been running as a big hit in New
York.

Additional Motion Picture News on Pages 29-37

Londshots

and

By 11. DAVID STRAUSS

(New York Officc)

HIS is the timc of the year when
motion picture reviewers of the daily
fan and trade papers arc picking the

10 best pictures of 1930. Each day some
reviewer, cither In New York or some
strategic section of the couniry, an-
nounces the choice for the past year. It
is significant to note that of a choice of
10, on the greater number of lists so far
published, three war pictures rank among
them. They arc Al Quiet on the Western
Froni, Journey’s End and Dawn Patrol.
. « *

While the public has been  satiatcd
with grin battle stories, if they are
dished up to them in an appetizing man.
her they will accept them with a vigor
that is surprising. And strange to note
also is the fact that in these three plc-
tures the usual formula for the making
of a war drama was thrown to the four
winds and a new model used. Romance
and melodrama was entirely eliminated
from each production. The stories were
grim and fragic, and pseudo-heroism
played no part in their consiruction. But
they were marvelously played, produced
and directed and the public accepted
them. Eighteen months ago if the aver-
age motion picture producer had hecn
told that the public would not only ac-
cept but encoyrage a story without the
usual love element or sex appeal, he
would have ridiculed the idea. Today he
realizes the story is the thing and iis
development a matter of as great im-
portance as the story,

URING the lasi year some new naines

have been advanced on the screen,antd

it would be well for exhibitors tharuont
Lthe country to watch these players and
keep thelr public advised as to their
whims and fancles via the holsc orgau,
or any method they have of getting pith-
lclty on players. Whims and fancles
may sound rather ludlcrous, but the
public s quite gullible concerning lLhc .-
doings of the film stars, and no matter
how eccentric some of the reporis niay
be concerning their private lives, the mo~
tion picture fan likes to read about them.
It gives the fans something to discuss
at their small-town bridge parties and
social gatherings. Even in New York
and the larger cities the average fan likes
to read the bunk, whether he believes it
or not. It is keeping the public in touch
with the player.

- * *

Marlene Districh, the recent find from
Germany, is one of the names that ex-
hibitors might just as well build for.
Miss Dietrich was no flash in the pan as
some reviewers thought after seeing her
in her first Alm, Morocco, Tt took Blue
Angel, en earlier produced picture, but a
later release, to make them realize the
fact that here is a new screen person-
ality, one to be reckoned with.

» * *

On the RKO.lot is a chap who has been
cast for heavies in recent Radio Pictures.
This fellow, Ralf Harolde, one of the
most convineing menaces on the screen
today, bears watching. It was not so
many years ago that William Powell, now
one of the leaders in the lists of hero
stars on the Paramount roster, was do-
ing the same type of roles that are now
being allotted to Ralf Harolde. Humphrey
Bogart, recently secured from the legiti~
mate stage by FoX., is another of those
who will gain more popularity on the
screen during the coming year. Paul
Lukas, Leila Hyams, Dorothy Jordan,
Phlilips Holmes, Warren Hymer apd
Richard Cromwell—watch them.

——————

SPOKANE, Wash.,, Jan. 10.—Y1lliu.n
Starkey, motion picture theater operator
herc for many years, has filed petition in
bankruptcy. He- lists 3§0,066 in debts
and but $6,850 assets.
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Minority Stockholders
Prepare To Wage Battle

[Commitice appointed to represent holders of 20,000
Pathe shares—A. B. C. Development injunction hearing

adjourned for week—Conn back from Washingion

NEW YORK. Jan. 12.—The Pathc ininority stockholders, who arc fighting the
sale of Pathe to RKO, will hold a meeting tonight, at which their representatives
will pave the way to apply for an injunction to prevent the transfer of Pathe
assets 10 RKO. The commiltee will meet in the offices of Joseph B, Kaufman,

attorney, at 1350 Broadway.
cven tho it was ratified by the stock-
holders at their meeting in the Pathe
offices last Monday. This week 150 stock-
holders met in the Hotel New Yorker and
said they would battle the deal to the
finish. These stockholders represent
20,000 shares. An executive committee
composed of stockholders holding over
500 shares was named. It is composed of
Charles Sicken, chairman; A. E. Freeman,
treasurer; James Fowler, Harry Wagner,
Herman Steinlaux, R. E. Weiss and Theo-
dore Jaffe.

The injunction action of the A. B. C.
Development Corporation against Pathe
Exchange, Inc., to prevent the sale was
heard in Federal Court before Judge
Woolsey last Friday, and an adjouwrnment
in the case was granted until Friday,
January 16, on a motion by Lewis In-
nerarity, counsel for Pathe. Inerrarity
stated that he would be reddy on thé
hearing next Friday, and that there
would bc no consummation of the deal
hefore January 25.

The minority stockholders in asking
for an injunction will allege misrepre-
sentation by Pathe officials in securing
proxies and aiso claim inismanagement.
In the latter casc they will citc the
action of Jacob Conn, Providence, R. I.,
cxhibitor, who offered to pay $1,000,000
more for Pathe than was offered by RKO.

Conn has just returned from Washing-
ton, where he had conferences with the
Department of Justice. Conn claims that
the proposed sale is in violation of the
Clayton Act and the Sherman Anti-Trust
laws.

Universal Finishes
1930 Serial Schedule

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Universal’s se-
rial production schedule for the current
season was completed last week with the
filming of the final scenes on Heroes of
the Flames, featuring Col. Tim McCoy
and Marion Shockley, under direction of
Robert F. Hill.

Heroes of the Flames is the fourth all-.
talking serial on the Universal 1930-'31
list; others beingl The Indians Are Com-
ing, which was the first serial to play the
first-run Roxy Theater: Spell of the Cir-
eus, also with important bookings, and
Finger Prints, which last followed the
lecord of the first serial with its cur-
rent pre-release booking at the Roxy. A
long Ust of well-known screen players
s found in these casts.

“U” Special for Roxy

NEW YORK, Jan. 12,—Resurrection,
Universal's ‘superproduction with John
Boles ang Lupe Volez, was booked last
week by S. L. Rothafel for its New York
Dre-release run starting at the Roxy
January 23 and at the same time Uni-
versal announced national release for
the vehicle as February 2. Tho this
broduction was made for road-show
showing and "U” had practically leased
& Broadway house for that purpose, de-
cislon was made in favor of the Roxy
booking. Resurrection is Universal's big-
gest picture since AL Quiet on the Wesi-
€rn Front. Supporting cast to John Boles
and Miss Velez includes such stage and
Screen notables as Nance O’Neil, William
Kelghtley, Rosé Tapley, Michael Mark,
Sylva Nadina. George Irving, Edward
Cecil, Mary Forman and Grace Cunard.

The fight has been waging all week over the cleal,

Buys Bromfield Novel

NEW YORK, Jan. 12, — Louis Brom-
field’s current best selling novel, Twenty~
Four Hours, was purchased last week by
Paramcunt for early production at the
New York studio, according to announce-
ment by Jesse L. Lasky. (3eorge Abbott,
who recently finished work on Nancy
Carroll’s vehicle, Stolen Heaven, is slated
to direct Tweniy-Four Hours when it
goes Into production, tentatively sched-
uled for March 15. No selections have
been made as to cast at this time.

Helen Chandler Picked
As Lead for “Daybreak”

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Helen Chandler,
remembered this past season for her
work in Seluie and Mother’s Boy, was
chosen last week by Metro.Goldwyn-
Mayer for the feminine lead opposite
Ramon Novarro jn Daybreak, which will
soon get under way on the Coast at
Culver City.

Daybreak will bo Novarro's first star-
ring vehicle since Call of the Flesh, he
having been occupled during the past
Tew months in directing and playing in
Spauisli and French versions of the lat-
ter vehicle.. Daybreak is based on the
same-named story by Arthur Schnijtzler,
and Jacques Feyder has been assigned
to direct this production.

|

!

HOWARD DIETZ, the man behind
the advertising and publicity guns
for Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, whose word-
skrapnel has turned many a trick.

Rehearsing “Wise Child”

NEW YORK, Jan. 12-—Rehearsals were
begun last week at the Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer studio on Ii’s @ Wise Child, adap-
tation from the Laurence E. Johnson
stage hit, produced last season by David
Belasco. Marion Davies 1s starred in
this new production, while Robert Z.
Leonard, who recently directed her in
her recently completed vehicle, Baehelor
Father. also a Belasco play, is the direc-
tor. Prominent supporting cast includes
Sidney Blackmer, Lester Vail and Kent
Douglas.

“Middle Watch® Selected

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Columbia Pic-
tures last week selected The Middle
Wateh, British International Pictures'
vehicle which just completed a run at
the Roxy Theater, as the fourth of the
serics of outstgnding British productions
the company has secured for national
distribution. The other threc have been
Young Woodley, Murder, Enter Sir Joh
und Atlantic. i

Audience Reaction and Such;

You Figure It Out, We Can’t

PORTLAND, Me., Jan. 10—An audience
that accepted and marveled at Ingagi
Saturday walked out on Outward Bound
when shown at the same theater, de-
manded its money back and finally drove
the management to withdrawing the
film.

‘The reaction is entirely unheard of in
this city which, with filve motion picture
theaters, has In the course of years
played to everything good, bad and worse,
all of which have found favor in the
eyes of some. .

Dissatisfaction with Outuerd Bound
was noticed during its flrst showing
Saturday noon, comments being unfavor-
able and some patrons leaving while the
film was being run. At its second show-
ing, in the afternoon, patrons left in
groups, were loud mouthed in their
denynciation and some went to the box
office and demanded their mmoney back.
Others addressed prospective patrons en-
tering the theater, telling themn the film
was poor.

Meanwhile the motion picture critic
of the Sunday newspaper was finding the
film as commendable, as have critics in
other cities. The following is taken
from Perdita Huston's‘ review written
previous tu Outward Bound being with-
drawn, and was printed in the Sunday
paper along with her review of the rest
of the show:

If there can be ‘“‘tongues iu trees,
books in the running brooks, sermqns
in stones and good In everything,”
would I be irreverent in saying that
I received more spiritual emotion
from Outward Bound, & motion pic-

ture at the Empire Theater this
week, than I have in many and
many a sermon? This photoplay is
one of the most beautiful things ever
put on the screen. It should be
seen by all of fine sensibilities who

appreciate the limitations of a

human being and therefore also ap-

preciate a2 masterly direction of such
an Intangible subject as death and
the hereafter.

While writing those above words

I immediately start you off on the
wrong conception of Outward Bound,
suggesting gruesomeness and mys-
tery, horror and fear. The Enpire's
feature will go spectacularly with in-
telligent adult audiences.

Withdrawal Saturday, January 3, re-
sulted in usual newspaper clamor.
Evening News commented editorially and
asked for return of fiim. Mrs. Sidney
St. Felix Thaxter, wife of the Supreme
Court Judge and former actress, de-
plored situation in newspaper story.
Newspaper critics spoke favorably thru-
out, and onc devoted her special column
to comment.

The result was the Empire gave onc
showing a day of Outward Bound, run-
ning Divorce Among Friends at other
performances.

Some of the olher house managers
figured it a press stunt, but general
opinion not that way. If so, is reason-
ing, why just one show a day? Why not
run it several times? Also, this type of
gag is unheard of in Portland, and with
picture going good elsewhere no reason
to believe it wouldn't here,

Opposition to
Proposed Tax

Amusement nren line up for
stiff fight against levy on
Colnmnmbuns

admissions al

COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 10.—Amuscment
munagers here have banded together in
a tight against the amusement tax pro-
posed last week in the city council to
provide $500,000 for a city charity proe
gram.

Formal protest of thic proposal was
registercd Wednesday at a meeting in
which the various Columbus amusement
enterprises were represented. Max Stearn,
manager of Olentangy Park and a vete-
eran theater man, acted as chairman of -
the meeting, while P. J. Wood, business
manager of the Motion Picture Theater
Owners of Ohio, was secretary.

The consensus of opinion was that in
view of the diminished patronage and
lessened profits no theater or other amuse-
ment enterprise could afford to absorb an
admission tax of any nature whatsoever,
and that any attempt to pass such a tax
on the public under existing conditions
would only tend to induce people to re-
main away from the theaters and other
amusements.

The meeting resolved thal it was un-
alterably opposed to class legislation
which seeks to place the entire expensc
in connection with the present cmergency
upon any one line of business. Another
resolution indicated that the managers
were in favor of city emergency relief leg-
islation of general application to all lines
of business provided the generai ussem-
bly, now in session, refuses or neglects to
pass remedial measures.

Council will hold a public hearing on
the tax proposal next Wednesday, whilc
further plans for the fight arc expected
to be laid at another meeting of the
amusement 1nen early next week,

At present two councilmen have indi-
cated their approval of the proposal,
while two have sald they will opposc it
on the ground of class legislation. Four
votes are necessary for its adoption.

From five to ten cents tax would bo
placed on each amusement ticket sold,
according to the proposal which was sub-
mitted by Councilman George F. Ket-
terer. The 8500,000 which it is desired
to raise by this means is said to be needed
by the city for its share of family service
work and for hospitalization of the indi-
gent sick.

Amusement men in general and theater
managers in particular are up in arms
over the proposal, and it is possible that
one of the chains operating theaters in
this city will have a special man from
New York to represent it here next week.
Independent managers, with whom busi-
enss has been poor this season, are con-
sidering the possibility of closing their
theaters In protest for several weeks
should the legislation be passed.

Edward J. Melniker, manager of Loew’s
Ohio Theater, said: “Columbus is now
getting more amusement for less money
than any other city in the country, and
yet it is hard enough to get people to at-
tend the theaters at the present prices.
Ay Increase in price probably would re-
sult in forcing theaters to cut down their
overhead, which would mean releasing
somec employees.

“Theaters herc have maintained their
staffs thruout the depression while many
mercantilc businesses have been laying
off men.

*Theaters thruout the country are now
united in a gigantic movement to kill
this depression idea, and any such move
as the suggested tax would not only be
unfalr, but would materialiy hinder the
theaters in their attempt to change pres-
ent conditions.”
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ALBANY.......... . Klrmanus ..2250. ... ”.!5-50 ..6. 1 sBatds. . Phuprnpf, frnmdrige b B’l...AD...SF...Flne ..PIAy thrills; Joan Crawford excellent.
> Leland 400 35,. 6 1 The Way for a Sallor. .AD...8F...Good ..Fairly good product, but drew well.
o Proctors 3 1 Gharley s Aunt.......... sa JAD..SF.. Fair .!This old farce failed to draw well.
+ 7 1 The Widow From chlcggo . 65...AD...SF...Good . Robinson wins honors in crook story.
- 7. 1 TheoLash.. .. see....n 1 80...AD...SF...Gbod ..A Western; American poorly presented.
ATLANTA..........FOX....c0000, 6.... 1 War Nurse........, . 82...AD...PF...Good ..Too depressing for the average audience.
. Georgla,.... [3 b . 81...AD...VF...Fine ..Best thing Ruth Chatterton has done.
i3 Grand.... .6 7 . 93...AD...SF'...Good ..Everybody's favorite.
e Paramount. . 2500. ., B 1 Olcl Englxsh 7926... 72...AD...SF...Good ..Wonderful, character study.
g RKO Oapitol.....2168.... 25-50....6 1 Free Love...... +«. 8100... 90...AD...SF...Good . .Good plcturc, audience reaction good.

ATLANTIC CITY.. stam%y. R .....2000... .

o Virginia. .4200. vae
t WEBIDeT. .+ e0iee..5000....

BALTIMORE:...... Audltorlum. reieas 1600. e

i stsnla¥ -
® Valeneld ........1487....
BOBTON.....ccunee Keith-Boston,
RKO-Eelth,

2. Loew's Stat .. 40
o Metropolltan Joo.4331lll]
- o ....1985....
’Y 3000
o Scollay Squnre

cecessedelT02..00

BUF’P‘ALO..........Buualo.,..‘ ...3500..,
nturi

Great Lakes

Hollywood., ..., .. 360....
Lafayette...cc.e..3368. o. .

Uptown

Castle .
Chicago .
MeVicker's
Marbro.....
Monrae. . .
Oriental

Orpheum. .
¥ Palace....
i Roosevelt
;sme -Lake

CHICAGO. ...\ eoen

CINCI‘I“INA'I’L.,.‘.‘ Albee. ...‘.....‘..88'(')40

Palace
Strand ..

Stillman

DALLAB. . .......... Oanpltol. .
% Majestio

Melba .
Old Mill
Palace

Aladdin,
Denver

21800....
. 1044, .
800. ...

Michigan .
Paramount

Emboyd. ..
Jefferson...
Palace....,
Paramount.

WA!NE, Ind...

“

Hollywood.....

FI. WORTH, Tex...
% Majestic. .

HOUSTON......ve..
ok LT3 VAR 3o

JACKSONVILLE. ... Florida .........2219....

o3 Imperial

e Palace seeeesenes 20l
KANSAS CITY..... Mnln Street......3000....

Fa Midland 3820.

N Newman

Upt.own .
LITTLE ROCK.....

Arkansas....

Oapitol. ..

Majeam;... A
ROyAl. ..coveeves.. 1100.. .

LOUIBVH..LE tvee.. Alamo
Brown

o8 Loew’s 300.

X Mary Anderson. 3 1500
e National..........2500.
- Rialto .... ..3000.

SErand +....-qs..1865....

K JOe

30 0.,
20-75....7....
7

36~ 85 s ’LH.
35-75....7....
35-76....7....

35-76...-7....
30~60....7....

30-50....7....

30-50....7

30-50 .
80-50....7....
35-76. 0027000

40-75,..07.00.
15-35,...7....

15- 60....1....

25~ 50... e

15-50....T....
15 60....7.5..

~60 700
!.6 0. S
10-35....4." .-
50-60....M4....
40-50....4....
50-80....7....

25-60....T....
25-60....7. .45
25°50....7
25-50.

1.
25-J0. P PR
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1
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1

Hell's Angels. ..
Blue Angel.
Free Love.
Kismeb............. .

The Bluc Angel. .
ismet

River's End...........

Hook, Line and Sinker..c..........

The Cat Creeps. . felae ek

The Man Who Came Back.

Lottery Bride.........

The Criminal Code.

.SF...Fine

100 o AD !8F.. Fine
. 810 AD ..BF...Good

e 82u3 85 92... ..SF...Good

.SF...Fair

iFNasoeol.

Paid
Mothers Cry..

8P Fair

Danger Lighis,....... ...AD...VF...Good
Criminal Code. . 88. ..AD...S5F...Good
Hell's ADgels......covvevenecsancnns § AD...SF...Good
The Right To Lovc... . o 'uzo,,. 81 ADPF .Good
‘The Blue Angel 9047...100. F...Good
War Nurse. . 7333000 82.. IVF. . Good
Mau to Man cecearaaenes . 62a1... 69...AD...VF...Good
The Blue AngEI................‘ . 9047..100. . /AD. +SF...Good
The Lash o 7169... 80. AD -.PF. . .Poor
The Blue Angel . 9047...100. .SF...Good
Paid........... 7819... 87.. AD ..PF. . .Fine
Numbered Men. . 6480... 72...AD...VF. . Fair
8in Takes a Hoilday. . 7304..., 81...AD...SF...Good
Sin Takes a Holiday.. ... 7304.., 81...AD...SF...Fine
Billy the Kid............ il MGM‘...l... 8808. .. 92...AD‘.,SF,..!$air
The Right To Love. Para.....l... 7320... 8 AD...PF...
Morocceo. . 5 Para. ...l 8237, 9 ..SF...Fair
Up the River. .2... 8200... 92.. .AD 3 .SF.. Fair
War Nurse............ 2... 7333“ 82...AD...SF...Fair
The Princess and r.he Plumber, .1... 6480... 72...AD...PI'...Good
Other Men’s Women crnensi . ...AD...SF...Falr
Sea Legs . »l.u 0878 90...AD. VF...Good
ngmulu J1... 8500... 94...AD...SF.. Fair
Charley's Aunt. ... 7800... 88...AD...8F...Good
Just Imagine..... 2...10056...111...AD...PF...
One Heavenly Night.. L1l 734200, 32 ..AD...SF., Fair
Sin Takes a Holiday. .2... 7304... 81...AD. . .PF.. Fair
Pree LOVe......ovvvisnqroangense 11,00 8lon. . 90.. AD.. 8F.. Poor
I'ree LOVE...........n rar . Ve I... 8100... 90...AD...VF,..Good
The Bat Whispers . 6. . ..SF...Fair
Brothers . . 6843... 76.. SF...P
The Blue Angel. b B 9047 ".100.
Lightnin’ .1... 8600... 94
Hell's Angels noc B

Pald...i.coiiiiaiaines pesrenrnteians 1...7818... . AD .SK...Flne
‘The Criminal Code... .1...7920.. 4 SF .Fine
Hook, Line and SinKer . 8758... AD .Finc
Free LOVE............ 810(]‘. VF I Fine
Part Time Wife . 8500. ,AD ..PF...Good
Min and Bil otere O0TT e« s’[ .AD...SF...Fine
Part Time Wife .. 6500.., 72...AD...8F...Good
Hook, Line and Sinker. . 6758... 75...AD .VF...Fine
Hell's Angels......... . .SF...Fine
Way for a Sailor . . . . T1967... 89. ..SF ..Fme
Patd..oooein-nns P o s .. e MCGM. . 7819... 8']... 0 5
. 1668. .. .8F,..Poor
sh 7169. .. 80‘..AD.. PF,..Fair
Hell’s Augels . . ..AD...SF...Fine
Along Came Youth 6623, 68.. AD .sF. Fair
Doorway to Hell.........oovvuuenen '1092 . T8l ..SF...Fine
“The Crimninal Code...... 0B \.Col...... 1... 7920. 88. . ..SF., .Good
The Passion Flower 1... 171 80. AD ..PF...GQood
Part Time Wife.. 1... 6500 72.. AD .PF...Good
Sinner's Holiday.. 1... 5536... 62...AD...SF...Poor
The Right To Love. 1. 7320..] 81../AD.. PF.. Fair
Morocco 1... 8237... 92.,.AD...SF...Good
Pdid...... 1... 7819... 87...AD...SF...Fair

.1... 7342... 82...AD...SF...Fair
1... 6758... 75...AD...SF...Fine
Liliom......... 1... 8472... 94...AD...SF...Good
Free Love 1... 8100... 90...AD...VF.,.Good
Reducing......... 1... 6930... 77...AD...SF...Fine
Renegades. . ............ 1... 8400... 93 AD..‘SF...Fine
Hook, Line and Sinker 1... 6758 ..VF.. Fine
Sea Bat 1... 6253. 69, AD SF.. Fair
Paid. 1... 7819... 87...AD...SF...Good
1... 7810... 86...AD...8F.. Fair
1...6930... 77...AD...VF.. .Fine
1... 8758... 75. \VF...Good
d. .AD..VF. Good
1... 6235... 69...AD...SF...Good
““““ 1.

Char]ey s
Free Love

Criminal Code....
Reducing. ...
Just Imagine, .
Ladies in Love.
Part Time Wife

Abraham Lincoln . 8704... 9'!

‘The Royal F‘amily. g5

Under Suspicion.. oc 1. 5800... 63.

The Third Alarm............. il immy‘ .1... 6300... 70..

East Is West............ PP 16111 SN 1... 6683... 75...AD...SF...Good

Hook, Line and Smker.....«.. O . 8758.,, 75...AD...5F...Fair
%9438% 77...AD...8F...Good

AD...VF...Goo
The Right To Love. c : 7320... 83. AD .8F...Good
Viennese Nights....c.oooeeiaiiians, . 9007...100,. ..8F...Fair

..Much plug%mg given: popular-price run.
.Miss Dietrich box-office appeal.
. ‘Return engagement to fill out week.

. Lack of plug, despite good picture.

..Week aft another house took edge off.
..Picture not draw; stage unit belped.

.Picture liked, with atagc tabloid.

.'Big for New Year's; but. dwindled.

.Fine picture, liked; lacked newspaper ads.
. Ga.ynor and Farrell combo jammed house:
..Singing films not liked, kids stay away.

..They ate it up and wanted more.
..Joan Crawford, big favorite, jammed house.
..Family strife picture. seemingly not liked.

..Greal picturc and great” aclor.

.‘Not popular-price appeal.

..Chatterton grcab draw: film good.
Jannlngs draws ‘'em; Dietrich holds well.
.Good flim and guod stage shaw

..Good stage show holds ‘em; picl,ure weak.
..Picture considered “raw”; liked Jannings.

..Barthelmess fans not pleased with Western.

..Picture well liked here.

..Combination stage and screen well liked.

..Very poor story.

..Audience reaction good; Beunebl fine.
..Audignce- pleased; Constance Bennght great.

..Dropped some tho sccoud wcck.

Eﬁtertalnment vslue weak

.Has held up wi
..Good pleture lor post-holiday season.
..Very good picture.

..Amusing and well directed.
..Punk rallroad melodrania.
..Picture fair. Stage show good.
..Not drawtug as expected.

. Strong explottation.

Fairly good draw.

.‘Btar u beaut, bub pleture. punk.
..Poorly tiltled.
..Plcture lacks appeal. °litle mcdus notling.
..Fair [{im; vaudeville alded.

..Littlr force as mystery play.

A cheap Sob story.
..Held over second week.
..Will Rogers does good
..Has played two other

work.
local houses.

. Joun COrawford gives biggest gross in weeks.
e of pleture that draws here.
Th s palr of comics always drav here.
..Nagel and Tobin pull: good I, tle.
. Good stage bill helped drag ’emn ln.
Had to move out for Hell's Angels.

..Lowe draws well here.
..They laugh, laugh and laugh.
..Alr-minded customers go for ths
.Gilbert greatly received in thi:
. Audience enthused over Orawrords aoting.

!Those who saw picture thuugh', 1t
..No drawing power in pictur
..Broke house record.
..Too much strong competition.

.. Well received.

great.

\Plcture aided by popular guugst,er sppeal.

o Noyris story and title drew here.

..Farce appeals td sophisticated audience.
“Weak on exploifation; house closing.
Consldemble “loeal chaf.tertou following.
..Draws close to recent house records.
..Moved from another theater.

& Plcture held public well.

..Hokum comedy; house celebrates blrthday.
,Direction most interesting.
| New management pushing stgge show.
..Best shot: Dressler cooking & turkey.

..Box office hlt; held over.
"Wheeler and Woolsey rate high liere.
.Failed to impress patrons.
..Mat.mees especially good.

..Wornout plot; mediocre filn.

.Dressler always draws here.
" Usual nut comedy; vaudeville helped.
..Commendable adaptation of stage play.
.. Very well received.

..Wonderfully well done.
..They like Ruggles.
..Good b.-o. appeal.

..Qutstanding screen attraction.
..Another Dressler and Moran hit.
..Novel idea.

..Edmund Lowe well liked here.
..Pleasing picture.

..A bit disappointing.
..Very nice comedy.
..0ld theme worn out.
..Very good plcture.

.Business held up thru week.
\..Started great, didn’t hold up
..Dressler draws since Min an d Bl
..Great comedy; should click anywhere.
2 nhystery. vodvil helped.
..s end picture; great femlnlne appeal.
e picture, hlgh class for b.
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MEMPHIS.......... orpheum sereeese2700. ... 10-50....6.... The Criminal Code. .. . 7920... & -.Huston and title draw them.
L Palace .. 2200 ee. 10-50....6.... 7342.. ood picturc.
" State .. 10-60....6.... . 6930....77 oran-Dressler draw.
Warner . 10-50....6.... 7169... edlocre picture—papers panned.

MILWAUKEE...... .Alhambrs

“ Proctor’s
“ Terminal...
NEW ORLEANS... .Orpheum

Saenger
Btate .

Mayfair.
;aramount

3 World .

Btanley..
Stanton...:...... 1600....

.'3300.
Sl:er!dan Square. .1250.
8tanley.......... 3600.
warner........., 2000....

PORTLAND, Me.., Empire.... ,.....1670....

Keith. cavaases 1987, ..
Z +.2058. ...
] 8trand...........2036....

PORH..AND, Ore.. .Bro2dway ..s...,1913....
Mu

usic BoxX.. . 1835....
i RKO Orpheum....1700....
" Portland......... 3068....
s i8lto ......0....1488....

1042325....

FROVIDMO! sans .gKO Albee.

o
.

ay's
Loew’s State.....37
Paramount ... ...2300. ren

LOUIB. ....... .gmbasndot v.s243008....
'oxX

w

8T.

= Missouri ¢
:* 8t. Louis........ 4100

SALT LAKE OITY. Capitol ..........1900....
Orpheum s.......3000....
Paramount v, + 1600

"
o

Victory.....ev.e'.2400....

o Majcstlc
= State....
- Texas

VCE.H... ..

b
Warfleld ........2870‘...
El capltan..‘....s

SPOKANE, Wash.. Audien. . ... 1000. ...

leerty
Orpheum
TORONTO, Ont.... Imperlnl
Shea’s Hi|

4 Tivoll..

WASHINGTON.....Columbia,.
¥ Earle

L1460...0

PlACE. . aaanrnnnnaddT0.ane

W[NNIPEG. Can... Capitol...........2200....
rﬂck 1600.

% Metrupoutn o

25-50....6 .
10-50

35- 50....3..
35-50....6....
25-60....7....
15-35....7..

25-50....7....
25-50....7....
25-50....7.,..

10-50....7.... 1
10-50....7....4
10-50....7.... 1
15-50....%,... 1

25-75....
25-75....7...
25-50....7...
25-50....7.
25-75. mlll

15-50....7...
15-50

a1

15-50..0.7..0.

25-50....7....
25-50....7....

25-75....7....
10-35....4....
25-75....7....
15-75. .0 08ens

25~ 65....6...
30 .8.
8

-

The Cat Crecps... 6493...
Abraham Liucoln..
A Soldier's Playbmng.
The Right To Love...
Top Speed

Just ImaglneA eeo

G
D’ .PF .Good

The Blue Angel 70047, ..100. .
Just Imagine. . -10066. lll. ..AD...PF...Fine
Men of the N ... 5359. 80...AD.

Charley’s Aunt.. 7890... 88.

Hell's Angels....

Sea Legs....... o 5673... 90..
... 1., 6486... 72
. . 6480... T2.
. 7320... 81.
9047 2100, AD
5 . 7920... 88...AD...VF...Good
I‘ox.....‘l... 6500... 72...AD...SF. ..Good

Free Love........ove00 ﬂ4........._.UA 90
The Right To Love.. ool 81
One Heaven]g Night Seun

‘Viennese Ni; 100

...AD...SF...Good
78...AD...SF...Good
87...AD

Hell's Angels.
New Moon..
Paid

7016. o
Reaching for o
‘The Devil To Pay
Charley’s Aunt.

he Las

Pai
Hook, Line and Sinker,..

The Widow From Ohlcago ...SF...Good
Lightnin’ AD...SF...Fine

One Night at Susie’ . ...VF...Good
Maybe It's Love....ccocennnns . 6568... 73. ..AD ..8F...Fair

Bald.o. . koo s BB SMOM S L. 7818... 87...AD...SF...Good
Way for a Suilor . 7967... 89 ..AD...SF...Good
Remote Control. 5958... 67...AD...PF...Fine

[ YOS
MGVI....I o8
1

Outward Bound . Jalr

Kismet

Lash. .
Charley’s Aunt...

The Lash. . s '1169.., SE. L Fair
Free Love.. 1... 8100. ... VF...Good
The Right To Love.....‘... % 1... 7320. 81. ..AD..,SF.‘.G_ood
War NUTSE....evvviserasnreenenss s MGM....1... 7333... 82.. /AD...SF...Good
Min and BHl..... ... 67...AD...SF...Good
Viennese Nights.. 11100.. AD.. SF. . Fair
The Criminal Oode. 88...AD --VF...Good
cesae 1. ..AD...VF .Fine
Foxl 8500.. " 94 . ..SF...Good

Col...... 1... 7920... 88...AD.._SF‘...Fine

.l,.. 6235... 65...AD...VF...Good

Reducing......... JIlI MG 6930... 77...AD...SF...Fine
The Royal Fa.mily of Broadway...,f'ara ....l . ...AD...SF...Good
Divorce Among Frlends..‘......‘...WB ...... 1... 8076... 86 ..AD...PF...Fine

Patd.. e oo . ..AD...PF.

Oh for a Man....... ..AD...SF...Good
The Blue Angel...... AD.‘.SF...Fme
The Criminal Code... ... . .10} 00 . AD...VF...Good
Reducing...........cc...0u0 vessere..MGM....1... 6930... 77...AD...SF...Good

L.l1... 6758.L0 AD...VF...Good
e . 8500... 94...AD...8F...Flne
M....1... 7200... 80...AD...SF...FBh‘

-.AD...SF...Finc

'15..

sannese

cin
Hoak Llne and Sinker. "
Lightnin’
Bachelor Father...

LN e

Mon Without Law 6090.".. 70." ..SF.. .Fair
Men Wi ou S s et .

.. 6758... 15..’AD...VF.. ‘Good,

DO T, S BQ...AD...SF. Good

................ 7819... 87...AD.. PF...Good

9047...100...AD...SF...Good

16... 72.. AD.. SF.. Fair

I 12! ’AD..PF.. Good

.. 3. «..VF...Fine

7;.‘.AD...§F...§?"

To Love... .. 8l../AD.. PF...Fine

he kit 5 Love. 94.. AD., SF.. Fine

Lightnin’...o. ...,

cvvi. .. Fox......2..0 8400... 93.. AD.!!PF.. Fair

Renegades.......oveeens
Lightoin'........... ...‘.........‘..F‘ox.u..v aee 8500... 94...AD.,.SF.. .Filne
See Amerlca Thirst Univ.....1 84...AD...SF...Fair

92...AD...SF...Fine
88...AD...SF...Good

72...AD...PF...Good
8l...AD...VF...Fil

el

Part Time Wife.
‘The Virtudus S
Morocco. ...

Hell’'s Angels
The L

The Criminal Code
MOTOCCO. « caus-

Madam Satan
Top Speed..
Min and Bill
MOFDCGO. sees

.A mystery thriiler.
. Firal. shovmg at popular prices.

A rather insipld picture.

-Ruth Chattcrton carries this onc.
o Joo Brown big attraction

..Held up well during second week.
..Jannings still good hcre.

..Brendel made a ringer here:; fine show.
-.Nothing great about it; average program.
.. This should go over anywherc

..Held up fine on second wcek.
.-Oakie again and still scoring.

..Fans "gomg wild" to see Brown.
..Good picturc.
..Chatterton again draws.
.Moved to larger theater acwum crowds.
Two great stars in ‘‘ace’ pictur
. ‘Huston repeats again; vaude. good drow.
..Good picture. Everyone will enjoy it.

..A real good pieture.

..Chatterton surefire here.

..Excellent picture.

-Musieal romance witht lots of sentlment.
. well-liked picture, drawing crowds.

..Pieture unlike stage play.

..Joan Crawlurd exeellent draw.
-.Fairbanks, Sr., breaks records.

-.Ronald Colman in excellent eomedy
..Famous old eomedy, Ruggles good draw.
..Best draw of house since opening.

..Ruth Chatterton draws in excellent fllm.

..Nearing end of suceessful run
..Delightful eomedy well played
..Gaynor and Farrell eomeback nnmemc draw.

..Mitehell and Holmes in fair film

.Closed this week; “Kiss Me Again' noxt.
[ Barthelmess draws in poor pleture.

.Good entertainment.
!Wheeler and Woolsey pack theattF.
..Good programer, starring Alice White.
..Rogers Tiked
o Tltle attractive good stage bill.
Drew !alr consi ering everything.

.Well-balanced bill; comedy and Chatlerton.
_.John Gilbert still pop
..Drew better than Tnm sawyer

..Business way off for second week.

Did not hold up.

Fair plcture; stage show the draw.

Rogers at his best; fine picture.

..One of the best of the season.

..Joan Crawford In a fine picture.
..Gangster pictures oVerdone here.
..Good inystery plcture, liked here. *

..Beautiful but dub picture.
..Just another light comedy.
Buddy Rogers in an off moment.
Vaudeville catching on here.
Anather Dressler-Moran natural.
Musicals no longer so ho',
Weak Barthielmess pictur
..Real faree, Ruggles beht.Er than sid Uheplin.

-Not star’s best. bul satisfactory.
..Just an average picture,
..Bverything good about this picture.

..Drew well, helped by companion film.

..Broke house records: continued rumn.
.Drew the musical clubs; stepped up b. .

..Increased Huston’s popularity.

..Proved most popular; plenty Crawford fans.

..Rogers’ popularity enough for holdover.

..Moving to Victory for hold-over week.
.Picture pleased audiences.

. Stars click again in good comedy.

«.Marvelous picture; audience reaction good.

..Winnie Lightner in person big boost.
.-Women liked picture, Joan Crawford.
..Just fair drawing card.

..Good pleture and drawing heavily.
.Good vaudeville bill boosts patronage.

..Built up steadily.

..Good drawin, card‘ comedy well llked.
..Rogers_proved big

«.Picture good, but, dld ‘not draw.

..Made hwyse récord; Packed house all week.
-.Ordinary Western; usual thrills and color.
- -Woolsey aid Wheeéler with same old gags.
..Beery’s Rowdy comedy puts film over.
..Joan Orawford at her best; popular film.

-.Held over a second week.
..Below expectations.
..Blg business; new policy next week.
..Remarkably good bﬂl and business.
-.More than satisfactory.

.Closing for $150,000 redecoratlons.
.Good draw for 2d we

..Good business all Lhings considered.

..General audience mm—plug it.
..Fair comedf—nee s plugging.
.Big from all angles,
. Good dramu—plug Huston.
.. Well liked here.
ood bill.

Business good for second week.

..Second week's run not up to first week.
+Historical features make satisfactory show.
heme carries never-ending appeal.

ine reception. Fashion show drew.
limpse inside prison walls, plus romance.
..Dangers, triumphs, all contribute to pleasc.

..Women liked It: vaudeville helped.

Good comedy; Joe E. Brown/pleases.
..8tood up well for second week.

..Friumph for Marlenc Dietrich.
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“Kiss Me Again”
(FIRST NATIONAL)
Al Warners' Theater

Based on the Vicior Herbert operetta
Mlle. Modiste, with the title of the Ulting
waltz song first introduced by Fritat
Scheff more ihan two decacdles ago us
the title of the picture, this one turns
out to be just another muslical. True, it
has been lavishly mounted, produced en-
tirely In Technicolor and with quite an
adequate cast. it still does not possess
the necessary meat as a story to have
been produced without muslc, and the
addition of the musical numbers has not
added to it greatly except to bring back
teveral famillar strains of the Herbert
gcore, Including the tiile number, the
stirring march number and 7 Want What
1 Want When I Want Ii.

There are plenty of dancing groups, a
feminine choral ensemble and a male
chorus who parade thru the sthring
march melody. The sets are handsome,
and Willlam A. Seiter's direction is as
good as the material would permit.

Bernice Clalre appears In the Pritzl
Scheff role—that of PFifi. She looks
stunning, sings nicely and plays the role
more in the ingenue style rather than
that of prima donna. Walter Pidgeon
fias the chlef role opposite her and sings
a couple of bars. Edward Everett Hor-
ton, that excellent comedlan, has been
wasted In an inane comedy role. June
Collyer appears In the second feminine
lead, but gets little opportunity. Claude
Gillingwater and Albert Gran are quite
acceptable in the two character parts,
while Frank McHugh manages to garner
a few laughs In a typlcal musical pro-
duction comedy role.

The story deals with a girl employed
in a millinery shop. She Is wooed by
Count Paul de 8t. Cyr. His father, how=
ever, has other plans and when he dis-
covers the affalr breaks it up, the girl
pretending she has been bought off. The
girl has craved a career and becomes-a
great singer and under ‘another name is
invited to the count’s home toappear at
o private performance on his son's re-
iurn from the Algerian War, Of course,
the boy discovers she is the girl from
the millinery establishment, the old
count reallzes he has been barking up
the wrong tree and is glad to accept
her as his daughter-in-law.

EXPLOITATION SUGGESTION:
The Victor Herbert melodies will
be the chief feature, tying up with
radio stores; phonograph and mu-
sic shops, together with displays
of the chief numbers. A fashion
parade in a modiste shop at the

start of the picture allows for a

tieup in that direction. Also an

excellent tieup can be made with
alt millinery shops, as well as per~
fume stores.

H. DAVID STRAUSS.

¢“The Criminal Code”
(COLUMBIA)
At the RKO Mayfair

Martin Flavin's stage play that came
50 near winning the Pulitzer prize two
seasons ago has been brought to the
screen by Columbia Pictures as & mas-
terful film offering, with a cast of stellar
players, including Walter HustongPhillips
Holmes, Constance Cummings, Boris
Karloff, DeWitt Jennings and Otto Hofi-
man. The direction of Howard Hawks lIs
one of the finest pleces of work yet given
to @ stage transcribed to the screen,

Walter Huston, as the district attorney,
who later becomes the prison warden,
has one of the finest roles of his screen
career, and glves to it a vitality that
makes of it one of the neatest portrayals
on the screen this season. Also sharing
stellar honors with him s Phillips
Holmes, the Princeton undergrad, who
has pgraduated from minor roles into
leads, and who proves his ability with
character drawing by his handling of the
difficult role in this story. Constance
Cummings, a newcomer to the screen, in
the leading feminine role, is a miss to
be reckoned with., A little camera con-
sclous in this film at times. she still
makes of it an outstanding role. Boris
Karloff, as the menacing character, who

“has an appointment to keep”, in other -

words a rendezvous wilih murder, makes
tlic character so virile-——so forceful in its
search for revenge, thatl i1, takes ils place
withh the work of Husion aud Holmes,
even tho it is @ minor role.

The story is onc of thie hetler prison
yarns. Al the start we find an imocent
youthh with an over-exuggerated idea of
chivalry, siriking a man uy a cafc brawl
over the head with a bottle. The mjury
proves fatal and the boy is sent Lo prison
for 10 years for manslaughter; even ilho
the district attorney reallzes that he was
Just an unfortunate hut not o criminal
at heart.

Soon the prison influence finds the
disintegration of mind and hody, until
the boy becomes a physical wreck by six
years of work in the jute imills. The dis~
trict attorney becomes the warden, and
when the boy’s case is put before hin he
makes him his daughter's .chaufieur,
realizing that here is a character worth
saving. Love comes to the girl und the
prisoner. A stool pigeon is murdered
near the warden's office and the boy
knows who committed the crime. Even
tho the warden tries to convince him
that he must live according to the crimi-
nal code and tell the name of the mur-
derer, the boy still believes in- the prison-
er's code of ethics—and that you cannot
eradicate a six year's prison infiluence ‘in
a few hours. The boy is placed in a
dungeon where he is tortured by a brutal
guard, and not until the warden learns
that his daughter loves the boy does he
declde to save him. In the meantime
the guard has pald with his life for his
ill-treatment, while the man who killed
the stool pigeon confesses before he is
killed by a guard. The picture is com-
manding in every respect, and while dif-
ferently constructed for the screen than
the stage play, it is an excellent job and
one of the better things brought to the
cinema this year.

EXPLOITATION SUGGESTION:
Get your Uplift Society interested
in this, also your literary groups
on account of the nearness of this
one to the Pulitzer prize. You can
boost this as a better prison yarn
and different from those that have
gone before.

H. DAVID STRAUSS.

“One Heavenly Night™
(UNITED ARTISTS)
At the Rialto

This one Introduces to the screen
Evelyn Laye, Englisih star, who was
brought to this country by Florenz Zleg.
feld to play the lead in his musical pro-
duction, Bitter Sweef. Sampel Goldwyn
went out of his way to make Miss Laye's
screen debut an auspicious event. He
secured a supporting cast that boasted
the names of John Boles, Leon ZErrol,
Lilyan Tashman and Hugh Camerpn. He
contracted with Louis Bromfield to write
the story and Sidney Howard to adapt it
and then topped it off by handing its
direction to George Fitzmaurice.

But with all of this effort to secure
names ih order to make Miss Laye's
film debut Fn ausplcious event the pic-
ture turnsiout to be a rather tepid
romance, weak in Its construction, with
the situations becoming tiringly repeti-
tious. The films have not been able to
find the proper production for musical
storles—the frothy story of this one does
not hold e whit of originality and the
brittle dlalog that might have been ex-
pected has been lost somewhere in the
shuffie.

Miss Laye looks like quite stunning at
times. while at others the camera has
not treated her any too kindly. Her sing-
ing voice, as everyone knows, is quite
delightful. John Boles is pleasing in the
role of the romaniic ruler of a small
principality in Europe, while Leon Errol,
with his comical nether llimbs, manages
to garner several laughs. the Errol and

.Cameron scenes having no bearing on the

plot, but seeming miore like interpolated
revue scenes to lengthen footage. Miss
Tashman is a genuine hit in a minor
characterization.

The story deals with Fritzi, a notorious
singer, who Is ordered to leave. Budapest.
In the cafe where she works a little
flower girl, Lilli, played by Miss Laye,
yearns for the star’s position and the

naotoriety thal goes with it. The iwo
exchange places, Lilll leaving for the
small principality mader the name of
the singer. «Here she meets and is wooed
hy Count Mirko (John Boles). Boles,
mistaking her for Fritzi and knowing
that Iady's shady reputation, proceeds to
force hLis atlentions on her. bul is ree
pulsed and soon rvealizes he loves ihe
flower girl. I all ends happily as these
musical comedy romuances should.

EXPLOITATION SUGGESTION:
There are sevbral special written
numbers in the production that you
might get your radio and music
stores to plug. Of course, you have
a trio of star names to featurc and
that should help some. There is
little in the way of originality
that can be offered to put this pic-
ture over,

H. DAVID STRAUSS.

“The Jaws of Hell”
(SONO ART-WORLD WIDE)
At the Ceniral

Produced by the Gainsborough Studios
{n England and released in this country
thru Sono Art-World Wide, with the
famous poem of Sir Alfred Tennyson,
The Charge of the Light Brigade, as
the basis of its dramatic action, this
turns out to'be rather entertaining film
fare and one of the better pictures
brought to this country from England.

Cyril McLaglen, brother of Victor Mc-
Laglen, appears in the leading role 'and
gives an exceptionally good account of
himself. McLaglen, while resembling the
star in American films, has more of the
juvenlle appearance and should manage
to get some other excellent roles thru
his work in this production. The lead-
ing feminine role, calling for little his-
irionics, is well handled by Beatrice
Hume.

The story of the pictwre is the work
of Boyd Cable. It Is nothing out of the
ordinary, tho has g sustalned interest
and glves a chance for some nice direc-
tlon in the battle scenes by Maurice
Elvey and Mllton Rosmer. At the start
we find McLaglen as a lieutenant in a
Scottish. regiment incensed at the brn-
tality of a cavalry officer In governing
his men. After an argument the captain
challenges the lieutenant to a.duel. The
lieutenant fires into the air, and as he
awalts the captain's bullet a soldier
who had been beaten at the captain’s
demand fires from the bushes and kills
the captain.

McLaglen is court-martialed and while
the evidence of murder is not strong
enough he is stripped of his rank and
discharged on account of the stringent
military laws concerning dueling. He
changes his name and enlists in another
regiment, that of the Seventeenth Lanc-
ers, under the name of Trooper Kent.
After this he meets the girl, gets infor-
mation leading to a surprise Russian
attack and fights with the Light Brigade
in their charge on the Russian guns.
The soldier who killed the oificer on
the dueling grounds is wounded In bat-
tle and confésses before he dies, leaving
McLaglen clear and free to wed the girl.

EXPLOITATION SUGGESTION:
This will go with some American
audiences and the chief form of
publicity would be thru the Tenny-
son poem. Also the playing up qof
Cyril as Victor’s brother should
be of some aid.

H. DAVID STRAUSS.

“Man to Man”
(WARNER BROS.-VITAPHONE)
At the Strand

Based on the story, Barber John’s Boy,
by Ben Ames Willlams, the New York
Strand screen fare this week, Man to
Man, directed’ by Alan Dwan, has much
to comnend it to the discriminating ex-
hibitor, and on the wholc proves fairly
engrossing entertainment. The picture,
which consumes 68 minutes' running
time, tells the story of a father who has
been disgraced, and his son who loves
the parent, but has developed a complex
about his father’s criminal and convict
record.

Grant Mitchell, a grand trouper from
the legitimate stage, enacts the role of

Buarber John, the father, while Phillips
Holines, engaging young juvenile, ap-
pears as the young son of ihc harber,
who leaves college when his f{ather Is
about o return Lo his home and former
life. Other familiar players inn Lthe casl, o
splendid onc in every respect, include
Otis Harlan, George Marion. Lucillc Pow-
ers, Russell Simpsou. Dwight, Frye and
Blil Banker. Each player has caught the
subtle rustic qualilty (o their charac-
terlzations of simple peoplc 'in e small
Southern village.

Ben Ames Willizans' slory appears to
DLave been transposed without alteratlon,
and Director Alan Dwan, and Joseph
Jack, dlalog writer and acapter. deserve
credlt for smooth continully and peu~
formance. What fault there Is to the
production 1lies not so much in the
screening as in the involved plotting of
the author's story, the stralned and un-
natural situations at times failing to ring
true and a bit unconvincing. But for
the most part the picture is exceptionally
good program material.

Barber John Bolton, one of the most
loved and respected citizens of this small
Southern community, had been convicted
of murdering a man, In the eyes of
most of the town’s older citizens, the
murder had been justified by the diss
reputable and cruel character of the man
killed, but Barber John had been .forced

-to serve 18 years in prison before the

opening of the story. His boy, but a
baby when he went away, had since
grown to manhood, and is first shown at
college, where he is preparing to leave
beceuse of the imminent return of his
convict father, and the attendant dis-
grace which is feared on his return.
Barber John's old friends all love and
respect him still, but the sou is ashamed
of him, a fact which saddens the old
man considerably. The boy gets a jobh
in a bank, run by Barber John's oldest
friend. While there he meets the girl
and falls in love. His complex of feeling
shame for his father’s past, which is not
shared by the girl or the other townsmen,
soon makes him want to leave town to
gel away from it all. His romance wilh
the girl causes jealousy in a fellow clerk
at the bank. and one day young Bolton
is found short $2,000. A series of cir-
cumstances point to the father's guilt,
and other circumstances point to thce
boy. The son confesses the crime to pre-
vent his father from returning to jail,
and the father, loving his boy more than
anything despite his shameful attitude,
also ¢onfesses and has proof of his guilt.
But the girl is the only one who suspects
neither the father nor son, and she it is
who solves the mystery, pinning the guilt
on the jealous clerk. The ordeal brings
father and son closer together again.

EXPLOITATION SUGGESTION:
There are several players in this
cast from the dramatic stage and
having exploitation possibilities, in-
cluding Grant Mitchell, George
Marion, Otis Harlan and Dwight
Frye, and the rest of the cast are
popular screen .players deserving
mention in ads, publicity and pro-
motion. The moral issue is the best
angle to tackle, and any copy re-
leased should follow this sugges~
tion. Usual promotion for a social
problem play will suffice.

CONDE G. BREWER.

“Along Came Youth”
(PARAMOUNT)
Al Fox's Brooklyn

Along Came Youth, showing this week
at Fox’s Brooklyn with Charles (Buddy)
Rogers as the star and Stuart Erwin as
the chief comedy foil. is a frothy bit of
light comedy, delightful' and highly
amusing, worthy of conslderation by dis-
criminating exhibitors who seek a laugh-
packed vehicle for their program, nicely
produced, well acted and directed. The
production is adapted from Maurice
Bedell's original story. Molinoff. prepared
for the scrgpen by George Marlon, Jr.
and Marion Dix. with subtle and com-
mendable direction by Lloyd Corrigan
and Norman McLeod,

Rogers enacts the role of juvenile lead
1n his usual appealing manner, playing a
typical American youth bluffing his way
thru English’ soclety and nobility, aided
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nd abetted in hilarious comedy by that
gming comedy star, Stuart Erwin, whose
nterpretation of the near-sighted part-
or of Rogers, credits him with a dis-
inctly new type of role. Others in the
asi include the cl:axmmg Frances Dee,

nglish  dude roles, while Evelyn Hall
as an English grandane, the
of Miss Dee. Ieo White and
sathilda Comnont, both impressing with
"heir work, play the roles of a wealthy
Eouth American and his plump, pastry-
oving wife.

story is rather involved, but mansages
o maintaln amn understandable con-
inuity. Rogers and Erwin, as American
fportsmen who cane to England with a
amous race horse and find themselves
ttranded at the opening of the story
oithout visible means of financing
#hemselves, are getting by with typleal
pmerican bluff and ingenuity. While
temonstrating fashionable London eve-
hing wear to proper West End soclety,
Rogers, as the sartorial model, and Erwin,
t; the sandwich-sign announcer, they
ccidentally meet Lady Farrington and
er charming daughter, Elinor. The
arringtons represent typical impover-
nhed English nobility families with the
sveather eye peeled for eligible American
bealth of potential marriage caliber.
Rogers bluffs he is a wealthy American
isiting England on a holiday. and the
laughter invites him and his partner
o her Tamily’s country estate in Loam-
nire. Rogers and the girl fall deeply in
Jove, and he must needs carry out the
biufi to keep her, the both he and Erwin
r¢ without jobs or finances. By accident
fugers secures a job as chief chef and
fssistant to a wealthy South American
ouple who, by colncidence, have leased
large estate adjoining that of the Far-
bingtons. While the South Americai,
6. Cortez, is away to France on busi-
hess. Rogers pampers the pastry-loving
iud gormand wife. influencing her 10 re-
urchase his lost race horse to be en-
fored In the chief “sieeplechase eveni of
he community to be ridden by Rogers
impelf. Rogers wins popularity in all
fhe hest family eircles of Loamshire,
tho believe him to be what he pretends
to be. a wealthy American gentleman,
but his bluff is doomed by the imminent
weturn of Cortez from France. Discovers
ng the fraud, Cortez demands 8 show-
flown indignantly, but pursuaded by his
flomineering wife and the best families of
oumshire, Rogers is asked to return and
ide in the steeplechase, being the only
ne who can handle the halky and
iclous horse. He does so, wing the race,
festoring his financial status, social posi-~
flon and gaining for himself and partner
fwo of the loveliest English damsels,
gfter many feverish weeks of hluff.
Broad slapstick for the most part, it is
in enjoyable vehicle taking 73 minutes
In its unreeling.

EXPLOITATION SUGGESTION:
Rogers will _add to his popularity
and should be plugged, as also
should Erwin, headed for stardom.
All the cast deserve special men-
tion in ads, promotion and pub-
licity., This should sell without
extra effoft.

CONDE G. BREWER.

“Little Caesar”
(FIRST NATIONAL-VITAPHONE)
At the Strand.

Once again does 2 racketeer picture
pack them in on Broadway. The Strand
#Bas the biggest first-day opening since
The Doorway to Hell, another gangster-
gacketeer opus. played the liouse some
dwo months ago. Little Caesar is based
1 the novel of same name by W. R.
Furnett and discloses the inner workings
£t gangdom with its jealousies and con-
Beits, just the same as they may be found
dn other walks of life, but in this stmmge
gorld with more disastrous effects.

The chief character, known as Little
Peesar, a hold-up man of a small town,
mes to the big city to do bigger and
0¢ ter things; that is, with machine guns
b1 the other deadly paraphernalia that
hgdom demands to cany out its

vincing.

schemes. Hc is a pompous, ambitious
youth and manages to get inio one of
the leading gangs. Soon he has ousted
the leader and before long becomes chief
of the entire North Side, the story once
agein laid in Chicago. And climbing
steadily the ladder of gang success, he
loses himself in a supposed adulation of
his followers and glories in the fact that
his picture gets in the papers. In stag-
ing a holdup he is forced to kill the
leader of the anti-crime commission.
But his undoing all comes thru a woman,
@ dancer in a night club, who has fallen
for his pal from hls home town, a lad
who worked with him in his early
escapades, but wants to go straight in
spite of the fact that the gangsters call
him yellow, The pal knows Caesar killed
the comnissioner, and when Little
Caesar threatens the boy and the girl,
and the boy irles to get her to run away
from it all, she phones the police and
gives them the dope on the murder.
Caesar escapes from the police net and
drifts down until he is taking his
nightly rests in a 15-cent flop house.
The detective on the trail knows his
weakness for publicity and ridicules him
thru the press, stating that he started in
the gutter and that’s where the former
gang chief will end. This goads him to
such an extent that he phones head-
quarters and when the officers come for
him he puts up a stiff fight and finally
dies as machine gun bullets are pumped
at him.

Edward G. Robinson, who has been
identified with several of this type roles,
gives a remarkable characterization to
the title role. Robinson hsas studied the
little eccentricities of these men and has
them down t{o a nicely that is almost

startling. - The character is thoroly
convineing. Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.. as
his pal. is also excellently” cast, whilé

Thomes Jackson, the detective of the
stage hit Broadway, has a similar role
in this one and plays it with his usual
finesse. Glenda Famrell is the girl.
while 8Sidney Blackmier, Rulph Ince and
Willlam Collier. Jr., appear in other rples
important to the story. Mervy LeRoy's
divection is excellent.

EXPLOITATION suGéss*rloN:
If the movie fans of your com-
munity go after these racketeer
pictures as Broadwayites do you
have nothing to worry about. The
usual exploitation of gangdom
stories will suffice on this one.
There is no new angle to hit. Of
course, tieups with bookstores on
the novel by Burnett should aid.

H. DAVID STRAUSS.

“Night Birds”
(BRITISH UNTERNATIONAL)
Al the George M. Cohan

A rather cntertgining litile programer
for thosg¢ who are not too discriminating
about thelr movie fare. This is a detec-
tive yarn and has several sequelices laic
in an £nglish anight c¢lub. While there
arc nmusical numbery bhey do nol, seem
to disrup! the story. ‘I'he construction
oi the ntory is rather .unconvincing st
Himes, pnd while much of tihe hazardous
detective work of the lone-halded youug
wan of Scotlaid Ysrd is rather unecol-
it still will bring s few thrills
to those who like melodrama.

The story deals wlth the search for an
unseen criminal., known as Flash Jack,
getting the name from the fact that he
ithrows a mean dagger into the bodies of
those who stand in hig path. °'Phe pie-
ture starts with a jewel vobbery. when
Jack Raine, playlng the detective, is senk
out to seek the leaders of fhe gang. He
is forced to vislt a cabarei. where lLhe
leading entertainer lures him on' She, it
develops, is one of the gang, and not
until the finish does one discover that
it is the suave cabaret owner who has
caused all the trouble. The young de-
“tective sets out on the mission alone to
unmask the villain, and he does that at
the finish; not, however, until he has had
an ergument with hic wife, she misun-
derstanding his attentions to the cabaret
dancer, and he has been forced to take
the role of the leading dancer-comedian

i an English stage production to pre-
vent a jewel robbery.

The cast includes, besides Raine, who
has =a likable personality., Jameson
Thomas, Muriel Angelus, Eve Gray, Frank
Perfitt, Garry Marsh, D. Hay Petrie. The
picture was dlrected by Richard Eichberg.

H. DAV\[D STRAUSS.

“Obey That Impulse”
To Be Gloria’s Next

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Qbey That Im-
pulse! will be Gloria Swanson’s next
United Artists starring vehicle, a non-
musical production for which DeSylva,
Brown & Henderson, triumvirate of mu-
sical composers, who wrote Sunny Side
Up, have provided the dramatic story in
capitulation temporarily to public de-
mand for dramatic screen fare,

Leo McCarey will girect the new Swan.-
son vehicle, and Ben Lyon, following his
performance in Hell’s Angels, has been
rewarded with the leading male role.
DeSylva, Brown & Henderson state that
tho they are writing this dramatic tale
for Miss Swanson, they have not aban-
doned music altogether.

Ken Maynard and Tarzan
Touring With Pictures °

NEW ¥YORK, Jan. 12.-—Ken Maynard,
Tifany Productions Western star, and
Tarzan. his wonder horse, werc booked
last week by the Publix Circult for per-
sohal appearances thruout the South-
west in conjunction with his first action
feature under a new contract with Tif-
fany, Fightin’ Thru.

Msaynard opened lis towr Junuary 10-
13 at the Orphewun, Phoenix, Ariz., and
will follow with datles successively in
Tuceson, Ariz.; ElL Paso, Amarillo, Wichits
Falls, Abilene, Fort Worth, Austin ahd
Waco, Tex.; thc route taking him well
into the middle of February as thus far
booked.

Spokane Pro_leutlomsta Elect

SPOKANE, Wash,, Jan. 10.—C, S, Al-
cerman has been elecled president of
Spokane Local 185, Motion Picture Op-
erators’ Union., A. 8. Judge is vice-presi-
dent. Leo Courtney was elected secre-
tary and Charles Coates financial secre-
tary. Aldermman, Willlam Knorre, Fred
Rogan and Arno Wold named to the
executive board. H. B. Hickman will
represent the local on the Central Labor
Council. Joseph Msaddox, Wilbur Shep-
hard and T. DeWolf were elected trustees,

Roland West Made
Producer for U. A.

NEW YORK. Jan. 12-—Roland West,
director of Alibi and The Bat Whispers,
will henceforth be exclusively a producer
for United Artists. West has inade but
eight films in 14 years. and his status
as a producer aulomatically brings him
into the group that includes Joseph M.

11
Schenck,, Samuel Goldwyn, Ioward
Hughes and others of the UA producing
group.

West will producc Ohester Morris' first
United Artists starring vehicle, Corsair,
tho he will not direct the piclure per-
sonally. Morris’ stardom places him in
the ranks with the Chaplins, Falrbanks,
Colmans and Hustonbs, etc.

To Direct Nancy Carroll

NEW YORK, Jan. 12,—Nancy Carroll’s
next New York-made starring vehicle
for Paramount will be an original story
tentatively titled Between Two Worlls,
by Edmund Goulding, who will also di-
rect it, instead of her previously an-
nounced production, Up Pops the Devil,
‘which has been transferred to the Para-
mount West Coast studios for produc-
tlon out there In the near future.
Goulding is now at work on the script
of his new story, and Nancy Carrell, who
recently made Stolen Heaven at the New
York studio, is taking a brlef vacation
before starting rehearsals for the vehicle
at the Astoria studios.

Para. Issues New Confracts

NEW YORK, Jan. 12. — New Year’s
glfts, in the form of new contracts at
the Parsmount studios in Hollywood,
were awarded last week to two players,
a direotor and a writer. Long-term
agreements weie given Lo Eugenc Pul-
lette. one of last season’s most prolific
players on the Para. lot, and to Juliette
Compton, English screen star who madce
her American debut lasi season. Lothar
Mendes, now directing Williain Powell in
Ladics' Man, was the direclor singled oul,
for a new contract, and Virginia Kellogg,
former studio publlcity writer who leff
another company Lorcjoin the Paramouit
scenario stafl, js the newly contracted
writer.

$95.00

Universal Standard
MotionPicture Camera

A genuine 200 ft. capacity
Universal Motion Picture
Camera in good working con-
dmon. complete with 2-in.
F:3.5 lens and two magazines,
’{ha greatest bargain ever of-

Motlon Pluturee

und,
t.hﬂ!, grcat com- Dozens of other shrwns
plete book for | values offered In Bass
projectionists Bargaingram No. 202 ln Am-~

ateur and Professional Out-
fits. Send for your copy. It
is FREE!

BASS CAMERA CO.
179 W. Madison St., Chicago.

OLL TICKET

10,000, $5.00: 20.000, $6.50; 50,000,
$11.00; 100,000, $16.00.

and others.
$5.00 will bring
you & €Opy post-
paid. Send for
it. ~ Thousands
sold.

Above Prices for One éolox. One Copy.
Extra Colors. 26c each: Copy Changes. $2.00 eacl.
Orders accepted. half cash, balance C. O. D. for
tickets printed to order. All F. O. B. New York,

sl BOWER Bower Bulld

in;
430-432 Weat lsth htrect.
Ticket: Branc)}. K.

Five Thousand, $3.50

' SPECIAL PRINTED ROLL TICKETS
*The Big Ticket at the Small Price”

Your own Special Ticket, any color, acdurately numbered. every roll guaranteed.

‘Write for prices on larger quantities. also for prices on

FOLDED MACHINE TICKETS

COUPON TICEKETS FOR PRIZE DRAWINGS, 5.000, $7.00.
Send Diagram for Reserved Seat Coupon Ticket Prices

NATIONAL TICKET CO.

SHAMOKIN,

Ten Thousand, $6.00

8tale number of sets desired, serim)

PA.

MOST GOMPLETE STOCK IN THE U. S.

MOVING PICTURE

MACHINE!
SPOTLIGBTS STEREOPTICONS. FIL|

JECTOR!

LAMPS, CABBONS 'l'lCKETS MAZDA LAMPS
Everything for the Theatre.
FEEE CATA

8, SCREENS, BOOTHS, OPERA CHAIRS,

M CABINETS, PORTABLE PRO-
A8, GENERATOR SETS. REFLECTING ARC
AND SUPPLIES.

WRITE FOR

MOVIE SUPPLY CO. 844 WABASH AVE. CHICAGO.
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Let Us Be Gay
(MGM)

Arnold Ketzenbacl, manager of the
Indtana Theater, Terre Haute, Ind. in
exploiting his showing of Let Us Be Gay
recently, used a bit of auto promotion
for his campaign. Katzenbach employed
two midget autos as a novel ballyhoo on
the picture, arranging with the Indlan-
apolis distributor of thie cars to have
‘the two demonstration cars sent to Terre
Haute. Each of the cars carried framed
banners on the roof reading: “Norma
Shearer In” and “Lel Us Be Gay—
Indiena Theater.” There being no local
distrlbutors of these pint-sized autos in
Terre Haute, the parade thru the streets
created considerable comment. Two
ushers from the theater accompanied the
cars on their jaunt thru the entire city,
distributing heralds with appropriate

' copy wherever they went.

The Lash
(FIRST NATIONAL-VITAPHONE)

A section of the ever-moving exploita-
tion department of Warner Bros.’ Theater
Chein, headed by David Weshner, left
New TYork recently for Middle-Western
and Central-Western points, Including
Cleveland, Youngstown, etc., the objects
of thelr tour being to map out campaigns
on The Lash. This force of exploiteers
are pledged to asslst exhibitors in putting
over showings of its latest vehicle. The
campeigns planned by them include
newspeper advertising and publicity, as
well as lobby promotion and decoration
and speclal ballyhoo and expﬁ)ltatlon,
and will assist the local distributing
staf In carrying out the idea. More
complete plans of the various campaigns
to be waged will be =arranged in aa-
cordance with conditions met locally and
after conferring with the distributors and
exhibitors.

The Bat Whispers
(UNITED ARTISTS)

Charles Barron, of United Artists, and
Miles Concennon, menager of the United
Artists Theater, Chicego, worked out &
unique exploitetion stunt in connection
with The Bat Whispers. “Thru a tieup
with a radio compsany “mystery” radio
announcements were made in the theater
every day for a couple of weeks prior to
the showing of the picture. Preceding
showing of the treiler at each show there
would come from unexpected locations
a sibilant whisper—Jjust: *“Sh-h-h, the
bat whispers.” It might come from-be-
neath a seat, from overhead, or almost
any place. No explanation; just the
whisper. This was done by means of &
microphone backstage, with wires hooked
up from the back of the theater to the
“mushrooms” in various parts of the
house. It required the stringing of 2,000
feet of wire and five hours’ work by two
engineers to get it set. It proved quite
effective, the picture getting much word-
of-mouth advertising thru the stunt.

Sunny
(FIRST NATIONAL-VITAPHONE)

Managers Jensen and von Herberg of
the Liberty Theater, Seattle, Wash., re-
cently pulled one of the largest advertis-
ing and publicity campaigns ever known
in the Northwest, having & double pur-
pose of establishing the house :as 2 new
first-run theater in that city and also
introducing the new policy by the show-
ing of Marilyn Miller in Sunny. The
campaign got under way seven days be-

HERE’S A “DRAW”

THAT PULLS PEOPLE
TO-THE BOX OFFICE

o0AK
ADVERTISING
BALLOONS

You can get the crowds by using some of our
balloon exploitation ideas. Write for free copy
of *‘Publicity That Pulls Patronage.’

The Oak Rubber Co.

216 S. Sycamore St,. Ravenna, Ohio

The Billboard will be glad to receive and publish accounts of exploi-
tation stunts or ideas that exhibitors have found successful.

your communications to H. David

Billboard, 251 W. 42d street, New York, N. Y.

Address
Strauss, Motion Picture Editor, The

fore the opening of the picture, the first
ad run in all papers being 5 columns
acyoss and 10 Inches deep. This was
veried with .another ad, printed in all
local papers. including The Seattle Post-
Intelligencer, The Times and The Star,
ihe ad covering seven columns of space
and filling all but oue colummn on each
of the pages of these newspapers. The
ads were sO large 6n this campaigu by
the Liberty management, Seattle, that it
is reported that they completely over-
shadowed those of other houses. Jensen
and von Herberg did not confine their
campaign entirely to newspaper adver-
tising and publicity, for they also used
a large number of billboards end greast
quentities of smaller printed matter.
Public reaction to their campeaign proved
worth while and Sunny did a turn-
awey business from the start. This
First National production established a
record end indications are that competi-
tion will find it hard to equal or beat
at the price scale for this house.

When this picture played at the Para-
mount, Denver, the staff tied in with the
10-cent stores, they selling a “Sunny”
sundee and & "“Sunny” plate lunch.
Cards were distributed thruout the
stores with this copy: “This card and
10 cents entitle Nolder to either Sunny
sundae or plate lunch. See Marilyn Mil-
ler in her greatest success, Sunny, at the
Paramount.” Twenty thousand .gum
and mint samples were distributed In
lobby and office buildings. Tire discs
wegre used on taxis. Local music stores,
radios and orchestras were liberal in
plugging the music of the film. A guess-
ing contest over KLZ brought a large
response and winners were given passes.
A treasure hunt in The Neu{s was good
for first-page wstories. 'The jpage-one
story gives the hint for the first treasure,
chlling attention to some story .in an-
other part of the paper. At the end of
the story mentioned another clew ap-
pears. The papef figures that the edi-
tion gets a more thoro reading than it
would otherwise and for this reason this
contest has been going on for some time.
Pasgses are used for prizes.

Min and Billl
(MGM)

The Carthy Circle Theater, Los An—
geles, recently increased a Monday méti-
nee’s business for Min and Bill by giv-
ing away personally autographed phono-
graph records festuring Abe Lyman and
his band to each lady petron of the
house. The records festured the Lyman
orchestrations of popular tunes, many
of which have been introduced in his
Carthay’' Circle programs. This stunt
is a natural for any theater boasting of
2 good orchestra, whether or not nation-
ally known, as the records can be secured
at a very low price, and aside from
bringing customers dlrectly to the b. o.
the records in the home are permanent
ads for that organization.

Min and Bill established a record at
the Fox Theeter, going over to big busi-
ness for three weeks. In addition to
newspaper promotion above the average,
2 huge autograph album was placed in
the theater foyer under & spotlight end
all patrons were asked to régister therein.
Thousands of names were compiled,
among them a number of 10cal celebrities.
The stunt provoked editorial comment
and sent additional patrons to the thea-
ter to read and to write in the book.

Abraham Lincoln
(UNITED ARTISTS)

E. B. Coleman, publicity manager for
Publix’s Theaters in Oklahoma City, gave
local school children and students a
real treat by passing all into the Cri-
iterion Theater to see Abraniam Lincoln
when accompanied by a parent, relative
or friend, which resulted-in full houses
at each and every performance. News-
paper publicity, a vigorous . exploitation

campaign and advertising also helped,
and a life-sized portrait of Lincoln and
other cardboard above and around the
box office and lobby attracted much at-
tention.

Vearious interesting exploitetion schemes
were the features of the campaign waged
by Maneger Walter 8. Caldwell of Loew's
Valentine., Toledo, recent]y, in his show-
ing of Abroham Lincoln in that city.
Tieup was mede witli & bank to furnish
3,000 new Lincoln pennies mounted on
3x6-inch cards. Imprinted with theater
and bank copy, for distribution on three
busy downtown corners. fron noon to
1 p.m., four uniformed ushereties per-
forming the task.

Feet First
(PARAMOUNT)

Exploiting Feet First at the Pasadens,
Calif., Fox Theater during tlie Christmas
depression week, Dick Moss made & near
record-breaking business by =a tieup
with D. K. Mitchell, local screen mirror
franchise holder., Tlie tleup included
restaurents, shoe shops, tire covers, win-
dow cards, shadow boxes, leralds, Iin
addition to newspapers. A Harold Lloyd
double was used 10 parade the streets
advertising Feet First. Mlitchell arranged
to have the double at different places,
receiving ads from these for his screen
mirrors, This shows that screen mirror
and the theater can work hand in hand,
one getting advertising accounts and
the other publicity. In addition the
front of the theater was decorated =at-~
tractively with large cut-out heeds and
figures of Lloyd; the marquee was ban-
nered with Lloyd banners,

The Metropolitan, Winnipeg, Can., did
big business with this one thru a tieup
with a radio company. Manager Willis
of the Metropolitan and distributors of
the radic had automobiles make a tour
of the city schools and distribute bal-
loons, some of which held free passes.
Essay and verse contests on the merits
of the picture or on the radio. each
contestant to submit an essay, verse or
slogai, accompanied by coupons 0b-
tained with paid admission tickets,
proved a big draw. The radio dais-
tributors offered a radio set as the first
prize, and the result was increased in-
terest in the picture. During the run
an exhibition of the radios was held
on the mezzanine floor of the theater and
glso drew. Result was big business for
a week.

Madam Satan
(MGM)

; I. Weinschienk, manager of the
Majestic Theater, Lo Salle, Ill., employed
a novel radio tieup for putting over his
recent showing of Madam Saten. Thru
arrangements made by Weinschienk with
Radio Station WJBC, a lucky number
contest was held in which over 3,000
heralds were imprinted and numbered
serially from 1 to over 3,000, end dis-
tributed from house to house and in
various stores. For two days before{the
opening of the picture at the local thea-
ter, 20 of these numbers were announced
over the radio at a certein time daily,
and those holding the heralds with the
lucky numbers were admitted to the
theater free by presenting them at the
box office. The contest was announced
over the radio three days before it
actually took place, in addition to the
two days it ran over the ether, mention-
ing theater, picture and playdate.

Just Imagine
(FOX)

To increase interest in the futuristic
picture, Just Imagine, the managemnent
of the Capitol tied up with The Montreal
Morning Herald and ran a contest for\let-
ters giving the clearest insight into the
position of the world 50 years from 1931.
The letters could contain items pertain-
iny to buildings, ‘languages, styles, habits

or any interesting point. A limit of 250
words was placed on each letter. to assist
the judges. Considerable interest wasg
aroused in the contents and prizes werc
offered for the best letters.

Viennese Nights

For @ special street ballyhoo to put
over Viennese Nights, John Hamvrick,
of the Music Box and Blue Mouse thea-
ters, Seattle, sent out three strolling
players In military costume. They played
Romberg’s Vientese Love Song and
visited shops and tearooms of the city
where holiday crowds were gathered,

Tom Sawyer
(PARAMOUNT)

Manager Baker of the Paramount
Theater, Denver, pronioted a treasure
hunt for the above picture, and it was
one of the best stunts ever pulled in
that town. Newspepers gave freely of
their space. many of the storles hitting
page one, and the hunt was a2 huge suc-
cess. Over 1,000 started out on Sundey
morning to hunt the treasure. in spite
of over a foot of snow on the ground, and
over 200 dug all day for the loot. The
first clew was glven at the theater, and
the crowd had to figure out 10 hints be-
fore reaching the scene of the hunt.
Prizes had been furnished by various
firms, the cost to the theater being $26 in
gold and 100 pairs of tickets. A gasoline
company furnished $50, a radio store a
radio; then there were diamond rings,
tires, 50 boxes of candy. and 50 records
were doneted by & music store. All in
all, over $500 in merchandise was there
to be found by the treasure seekers. This
exploitation had the gang element of
the Tom Sawyer story. and the crowd
had a good time and remeined good-
natured all day, notwithstanding the
snow., A preview was given especially
for the school board and officers of vari-
ous Pareni-Teacher associations. Book-
stores were unusuelly liberal with their
counter and window tieups. The lobby
was dressed for the plcture, with ads on
school slates, fish poles and other para-
phernalia associated withh Tom aud his
gang and their adventures. Over 4,000
children saw this picture on Seaturday
alone,

Theater Promotion

Irving Grossman effected a tieup for
co-operative ads and some neat promo-
tion recently between the Peramount
Theater, Des Moines, Ia., and a local
department store. In the arrengement
both the theater and the department
store shared expenses in the purchase
of & pony, to be given away to one of
the children attending the theater dur-
ing the month of December. A regular
“Toyland” was constructed on the mez-
zanine floor of the theater. The ToOy-
land was opened the first of the month
with. a party for the children, and the de-
partment store defrayed all expenses for
tickets issued. A large number of co-
operative ads were secured on the stunt
from local merchants and others inter-
ested in the event, and local interest by
the children was awakened considerably.

To awaken the interest of the young-
sters in attending the local theater is
the earnest desire of nearly every ex-
hibitor these days, yet there are nu-
merous instances whereby the campaign
to do so can be turned to advantage to
exhibitor and young patron alike. Robert
Jonasson, manager of the Mayfair Thea-
ter, Asbury Park, N. J., recently pulled
one of the first of the broken-toy mat-
inees this season, an event which keyed
up the youhgsters of the community
to repair and redistribute to poor chil-
dren. Jonasson managed to secure over
seven trnckloads of broken toys, ac-
complishing this in co-operation with
thie local fire department as cosponsor
of the event. The local press carrled
page-one stories on the stunt the day
after the special matinee Saturday morn-
ing givel over by Jonasson for that pur-
noke: Bl dally steadios Jar @ week pres
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vious to the event stressed the welfare
angle with triple-fola credit to the thea-
ter and program, the fire depariment
and thce youngsters benefited. Sihmilar
cvents sponsored by exhibitors and local
organizations in other communities qur-
ing the off-holidey seasons should ex-
cite the local youngster and parental
interest. as well as to bring forth valu-
able newspaper comment and co-opera-
tion.

Minneapolis theaters during recent
weeks have achleved signal success in
promotion work by sellng local mer-
chants the tdea of co-operative advertis-
ing stunts tied in with original mer-
chandising angles, carrying pald news-
paper space linked definltely with va-
rious features being shown at the local
iheaters, Fay Tyler, advertising manager
of the Century. Minneapolis, while What

, ¢ Widow was being shown on the
screen  sold one store, an exclusive
establishment, on the ldea of buying a
2x11 ad in The Minneapolis Journal, fea-
turing & millinery creation worn by Miss
Swanson_ in the production. R. McDon-
ald, assistant advertising manager of the
theater, sold another blg department
storé bn a 1x10 ad bullt around the title
of the plecture Office Wife, which was
showlng al the time at the Minnesota
Theater, Minneapolis.

Margaret. Lee, dlredtor of publicity for
ihe Tudor and Globe theaters, New Or-
Jeans, La., recently pulled a bit of ex-
plottation which crashed the columns of
the couservative Times-Picayune, the
usual dally ad quota for the Globe run-
ning but 30 lines. Miss Lee extended
an invitation to the Inmates of an old
ladies’ home in New Orleans to attend
a special showihg of a French’produc-
tion at the Globe Theater, and this in-
vitation publicised brought a total of
250 lines of pictures and publicity in
the conservativé Southern newspaper.
Here is an idea which can be capitalized
in many another town or community by
the wide-awake exhibitor, and the stunt
should awsken interest In your local
cditors. If there is an old folks’ home, a
Civil or Spanish War veterans' institu-
tion or stmilar establishment within the
jurisdiction of your theater, an Invita-
tion to attend a special party at your
theater by the members of that institu-
tion would be an item of local interest
to newspaper editors and readers, all
potential builders of box-office vecelpts.

The Savoy Theater, Wilmington, has
recently inaugurated 2 “famlily night”.
On Thursday of each week a man and
his wife may take in all of their children
for the price of only two adult tickets.
The idea is meeting with marked suc-
cess, and the theater is building up in-
creased patronage from the idea.

The Orpheum Theater, Springfleld, Ill.,
made an excellent tleup with a tele-
graph company in a stunt to promote the
lhouse. The telegraph company dis-
tributed 2,500 non-delivery notices - to
houses and apartfnents In all parts of
the city. These were hooked on the
doorknob by messenger boys. When
people saw these notices they called
in person or phoned to find out
what it was all .about. A girl on duty
at the downtown office answered all
these calls and gave Information about
the picture at the Orpheum. The cards
carried copy on the picture and the
telegraph. company.

Louis Cohen Switched
By Fox to Coast Houses

NEW YORK, Jan. 12-—Louis Cohen,
theatrical real estate expert, who recent-
ly rejolned the Fox Circult ostensibly
for the purpose of helping to weed out
over-Foxed territories in the East and
West, left yesterday for Los Angeles for
an indefinite period.

Cohen: will work directly under the
wing of Oscar Oldknow, vice-president
of Fox West Coast Theaters. Tohen just
finished a survey of the Fox theaters In
the East, and will now go over the elr-
Cuit’s Western territory.

San Francisco Theater
Musicians Come to Terms

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 10.—Negotia-
tions conducted over several months ahd
culninating in a meeting ending in the
early morning hours yesterday resulted
n the theater owners and musiclans
coming to terms. Briefly they provide that
theaters can dispense with thelr musi-
cians by giving six weeks' notice. Three
downtown iheaters here and one in Qak-
land will probably dispense wiill orches-
iras. but the men will be taken care of
by other theatlers. “The agreement is en-
tirely satisfactory.” W. A. Weber, president
of ihe local Musticians' Unjon, saig.

"Under lts termis the theaters cannot
discharge orchestras unless they flrst do
away with stage acts and show nothing
but sound features. While I do not. ke-
lieve the theaters contemplate reductions
now, there may be a few men oul of work
in the smaller houses.”

Bow and Cooper Costar

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Clara Bow and
Gery Cooper will be costarred in a
modern underworld vehicle as their next
screen assignment. The production, as
yet untitled, is from an original by
Dashlell Ha.mmett former operative for
the Pinkerton Detective Agency, the
adaptation beinhg prepared by Max Mar-
cin, author of Cheating Cheaters, and
Ollver H. P. Garrett, ex-New York news-
papernian who wrote the Willlam Powell
hits, Sireet of Chance and For the De-
fense. Rouben Mamoulian, well-known
Theater Guild and screen director, will
handle the megaphone duties of the
Bow-Cooper vehicle for Paramount.

Cockrill City Manager

NEW YORK, Jen, 12—B. D. Cockrill
has been appointed RKO city manager of
Fort Wayne, Ind., with headquarters at
the. Emboyd Theater. Lawrence Shedd
is the new manager of the Emboyd.

STAGE SHOWS

Paramount, New York

With the exception of Leo Relsmnan and
Jesse Crawford, who respectively con-
duct the Paramount Orchestra and play
at the ¢onsole of the grand organ, in-
terpreting the best popular melodies of
the dey, the stage “flesh” fare at the
locale Paramount this week goes operetta
in 8 new type of presentation. And not
only is the presentation minus the usual
trappings of the girlie and dencing affair
seen here In weeks past, but the added
attraction of Roy Cropper, star of The
Student Prince, glves adeéquate reason for
the ensemble of 16 male volces and the
appropriate settings of the production.

The offering is a Boris Petroffi Publix
production, Romantic Knights, starring
Ray Bolger, and featuring Olga Steck,
golden volced prima” donna, and June
Worth, lithe acrobatic dancing lass.
Settings represent the conventional
Heidelberg environment, and gorgeous
costuming In the Iluxurious military
court of the typical Student Prince must-
cals.

Ray Bolger Is the ouistanding star and
comedian of the plece, sandwiching his
hokum and dancing with finessee and
artistry Into the somewhat formal
routine of the operetta. He rated high
honors in his eccentric clowning, gagging
and classic burlesqued dencing:

Roy Cropper, who received an ovation
on his entrance, rates second in appesal,
lending his pleasing personallty and
volce to the offering, with Olga Steck, as
the peasant inkeeper's daughter, playing
opposite him. Miss Worth clieked de-
cistvely with her triple sst of intricate
dauce routines, and the male ensemble

of 16 voices, a colorful and well-drilled
aggregation, and a pleasing innovaillon
from the girlie outfits, give Lo the pres-
entation a bil of solidity and atimosphere,
and registered in their vocal efforts.
This stage offering will please the ex-
hibitor and peiren alike, being somewhat
of a novelty. C. G. B.

Sound Shorts

“Big Man From Lhe North”
(LOONEY TUNES CARTOON SERIES)
(WARNER BROTHERS)
STYLE—Animated sound cartoon.

TIME—Eight minutes.

Boseo, the chief charaoter fn all these
Looney Tunes, and Houey, lhis fuspiration
In 41l his adventures. are the hero and
heroine in this animated cartoon trav-
esty on the Northwestern Mounted Po-
lice tale. This Warner Vitaphone short
is up to the usual standard of cartoons
and should prove effective competition
to other similar cartoons on the market.
Intricate action and background., plot
and anjination and sound synchroulza-
tlon are all satisfactory, and the laugh
quallties to the short should be worth
any exhibltor’s showing time.

The carlcatured drama shows Bosco as
a member of the Mounties sent out to
get a bad man and bring him in. Little
Bosco Is shaking like a leaf when he
enters one of the Northwest saloons to
find his man. Ultimately the gigantic
bad man shows up and proceeds to shoot
up the place. Poor Bosco's puny stature
and Ineffectual bravado are insufficlent
to capture the outlaw, but morally sup-
ported by his sweetheart, and assisted
by the effectlveness of a high-powered
shotgun, Bosco gets his man and how!
Animation is sandwiched with the usual
dancing animals and rhythmic convolu-
tions of other inanimate props in the
background. A reel worth booking.

C. G. B.

“Help Wanted—Female”’
(FOLLY COMEDY SERIES)
(PATHE)

STYLE—Comedy (itwo reels}.

TIME—Eighfeen minutes.

Help Wanted—Female 1s another In
the series of Pathe Folly Comedies fea-
turing D‘aphne Pollard, the diminutive
comedian of the rough-and-tumble
school, While the idea behind this Mauri
Grashin story, adapted to the screen by
Paul Gerard Smith, gives excellent op-
portunity for comedy situations, the
scenes being in an employment office
and at the home of a prospective em-
ployer, the general treatment of the
story, both in Ralph Ceder’s direction
and In the lethargic, strained comedy of
the players, is 2 bit below par, tho not a
total loss.

Daphne Pollard is shown again as the
cockney Mrs., Hemmingway, and her mis-
chievous son, Harold, is played by Ginger
Connelly. They apply to Mrs. Pinch-
bottle, played by Martha Meattox, an em-
ployment agent, for employment as do-
mestic cook for Doctor and Mrs. Foster,
played by Herbert Prior and Marian Lord.
Arthur Housman and Ed Kennedy are
shown as a pair of unemployed burglars,
who, getting Into the Foster household
for ulterlor motives, are apprehended in
thelr dastardly acts by the new appli-
cant for the cook’s job and her son, and
saving the family wealth in the end. As
an Inane flnish, authors and director
have seen fit to have the cook stage a
kitchen explosion and lose the job. This
vehicle will hold up, tho not a wow.

C. G. B.
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“Voice of Hollywood”
Sammy Cohen, Conductmg
(TIFFANY)}
STYLE~Film City tour.

TIME—Eight nitnutes.

The newest of ihe series of Voice of
Hollywood shorts, ever a popular group
on the neighborhood programs, has a
number of guest gutdes on the tour thru
the Cinema Cily of the West Coast.
Tlffany has buill this sertes into one of
the most soughi-after groups on \he
mart toduy and should continue to pros-
per with ihem as Il bas in the past.
Sammy Colien, one of Lhe lighter Jewish
comedians of the screen. shares guide
honors in this reel with Douglas Fair-
banks, Jr., and the Tiffany Chimps in
announcing the vartous artists appear-
lug in the broadcasts over Slation STAR.

Artlsts shown in iLhis sequence in off-
hand moments include Evelyn Knapp,
Walter Pidgeon, Ons Munson, Jack
Whiting. the Tiffany Chimps (as con-
trol-room operators!). Dorothy McNulty
(doing a tap routine): Micky McGuire,
with other juvenile players (imitating
Maurice Chevaller). and Harold Roberts,
as the leader of the famous Trojan Baixi
of Hollywood. The whole {has been
worked Into an Interesting continulty
worth consideration by the discriminat-
ing exhibitor, C: G. B.

“A Toytown Tale”
(AN AESOP SOUND FABLE)
(PATHE)
STYLE—Animated sound cartpon.
TIME—Eight minutes.

By far one of the best and most in-
gentous of the present crop of animated
sound cartoons is this short, A Toytouwn
Tale, one In the series of Aesop’s Sound
Fables produced by the Van Beuren Cor-
poration for Pathe release. The theme
is that of a toymaker who closes shop
for the nighi, and the toys which come
to 1ife while he sleeps. a favorite situa-
tion with many another story.

A mechanical policeman s left on
guard by the toymaker, but he falis in
the glue. While he 15 ‘extricating him-
self a whole geries of dramatic events
takes place before he can restore order.
A wooden lieutenant and his company
of wooden infantrymen march off to war,
but the officer Is attracted by the filrt-
Ing eyes of a beautiful dolly. Flirtation
leads to love, but the soldler proves un-~
worthy by his Inability to defend her
agailnst a ferocious Tinker elephant and
a somerssulting mechanical gorilla, Lit-
tle Boy Blue and his flock of sheep prove
the right to the love of the beautiful
doll by effecting a thrilling rescue of the
distressed damsel. The mechanical po-
Hcemen finally emerges from the glue
in time to restore peace In the toyshop
and to restrain the nrervous excitement
of the Jack-in-the-Box. An entertain-
ing reel,” with complicated action, back-
ground and synchronization. C. G. B.

“In.Old Mazuma”
(SIDNEY-MURRAY COMEDIES)
UNIVERSAL)

STYLE—Travesty comedy (two reels).

TIME—Twenty-one minutes.

Here is a corking ldea for a short, a
travesty on the feature-length vehicle,
In Old Arizona, not only as to lines and
situations but as to characters and con-
tinuity, but which has been overdone
elightly thru the direction of Nat Ross
and the elephantine efforts of George
8ldney. The outstanding contribution to
the short and one which keeps it from

(See SOUND SHORTS on page 35)

~~
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New Ticket War Looms

As League Loses Grip

Conflicting demands of managers and of telegraph com-
pany put organization in embarrassing spot—Postal joins
Leblang to face Mc-Bride-Bascom combine

NEW YORK. Jan. 10.—Broadway’s minor racketeers rejoiced today over what
appears to be the imminent breakup of the League of New York Theaters, beset by
the shrewder producers, the Postal Telegraph Company and brokers both approved
and unapproved. The Leaguec has been the harassed target of all groups during
the past week. It has had to make concessions to the musical prodicers and to

the agencies; in doing so0, it has run
aganinst the adamantine stand of Postal
which has refused to recognize the re-
visions of the ticket-distribution system
and which has threatened to withdraw
its very vital financial support if the new
ruling in regard to theater tickets is
put thru.

The fight turns on a decision by the
League’s board of governors that member
menagers be allowed to call for the re-
turn of unsold tickets from the League-
Postal pool three days before the date of
the performance. This rulipg, and one
which permits theater treasurers to sell
tickets unrestrainedly to anyone with
the money, even the crookedest specula-
tor, was forced upon the Leaguc as the
price of the loyalty of & number of dis-
gruntled managers. It did not sit well
with Postal officials who sald that it
could not be allowed to go into effect
under the terms of the contract which
it has with the League. The League’s
only hope of avoiding a showdown be-
iwcen managers and Pogtal 1s that no
manager will insist upon taking ad-
vantage of thc three-day relurn rule.

Wilh the League in the grip of the less
principled of the producers, aud ap-
parently powerless to defy them, Broad-
way factioys have hegun to preparc
ihemsslves for a ucw lheatler ticket war
of greater scopec and fury than ever be-
forc. Postal has seen the writing on the
wall and has allied ‘itself with Joe
Leblang, the cut-rate ticket king, in case
the League blows up. Postal stands to
losc u great deal of money if thc Leaguc
fails, but does not intend lo let such a
contingency put it out of the iicket
buslness. Officials of the telegraph com-
puany cstimate that part of thelr invest-
ment has been repaid by ithe publicily
which the company has gained, and they
state that Postal has gained 7,000 liew
accounts as a result of its theater ticket
service. The tieup with Leblang will
cover them still further, and it is prob-
able that Leblang will step into the
League’s shoes in the operation of Postal’s
tleket pool. The first step in thal direc-
tion was made when Postal contracted
last Wednesday to handle the delivery of
all of Leblang's tickets, eutting out ithe
Western Union Telegraph Company.
Postal has also rented from Leblang one-
half of Grey's drug store and s installing
a branch office there. This will" permit
it to work in close contact wlth Leblang,
bestdes giving it a very valuable location.

The opposite camp iu this imminent
ticket battle took shape this Friday with
the consolidation of the McBride and
Bascom agencies under the management
of the McBride brothers. These agencies
are both accredited by the League, and
thelr act continues the series of con-
solidations to the point where there are
now only three approved ticket of-
flces, MeBride-Bascom. Sullivan-Kay and
Broadway-Equity. in place.of the original
six. Bascom has long held almost a
monopoly in supplying theater tickets
to hotels; the merger puts 19 ticket
offices under McBride control. Relations
with the Leblang-Postal faction have
peen further strained by definite in-
formation to the effect that the McBride
combination will soon attempt to cut in
on the cut-rate business which has
proved so lucrative to Leblang while he
has controlled it. Such action on the
part of the McBrides will be the signal
for retaliation from the other slde of
Times Square.

Arthur Hopkins Winds Up;
No Plays Before Autumn

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—Arthur Hopkins,
veteran producer, announced today that
he will put on no more plays during the
current season. With conditions as bad
as they are in the show world and with
no works which he considers ripe for
production at this timte, Hopkins will
defer furthur operations until next fall.

Hopkins' third venture of the season,
This Is New York, is now playing in his
own house, the Plymouth Theater, with
fair success. Of his two previous offer-
ings. Roadside lasted for only 11 per-
formanaces. and Torcl Song ran to 95
with the aid of the cut-rates. Hopkins
is reported to hiave sustained other losses
when the Plymouth Theater was hard
hit by a recent bank fallure.

Brbadway Engagements

Charloile Henry, Jack Rose, Victor
Killian, George Awill, D, J. Sullivan, Fred
Smith, Martin Tarley, Catles P. Thomp-
son, Joan Harmon, Maude Turuer. Don
Rodalilo and Ricardo Bengali for Hobo
(James W. Ellioti).

Barbary Bennelt, Wyndham Standing,
Brenda Dahlen, Kalherine Proctor and
Mary Hay for Gemini (Martin Jones).

Alice Kellerman and Ruth Tester for
The Gang’s All Herc (Green & Gensler).

Osgood Perkius, Harvey Slephens, John
T. Doyle, Mary Elizabeth Forbes, Eileen
Byron, Marie Bruce, Adele Schuyler and
Drew Price for Tomorrow and Tomorrow
(Gilbert Miller).

Florence Edney, Lenore Sorsby, Mary
Arbeny, Johnnie Brewer, Charles Rich-
man and Grace Filkins for In the Best
of Families (Thomas Kilpatrick, Inc.)-

Victor Moore, Fiske O'Hara, Ara Gerald,
William Frawley. Roger Gray and Harry
Short for The Gay Nineties (L. Lawrence
Weber).

Dorothy Dare, Vera Marsh, Raoul De-
Tisney, Hilda, Louise and Maxinc For-
man, Chéer Leaders Quartet, Terry Car-
roll, Virginia Bruce, Francetta Malloy
and Alice Burrage for 4merica’s Sweet-
neart (Schwab & Mandel).

To Produce “Heat Wave”

NEW YORK. Jan. 12—Rehearsals be=
gin today on Heal Wave, & play by Ro-
land Pertwee, based on a story by
Denise Robins, starring Basil’ Rathbone.
Equity has received a letter of guarantee
from Warner Brothers for the produc-
tion, which is slated o bow on Broad-
way February 23.

“Ballyhoo™ Goes Commonwealth

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Baliyhoo, the
Hammerstein musical, reopened this
week with actors, musicians, ushers and
stagehands on & commonwealth basis.
Hammerstein, ‘after a conference with
Frank Gillmore, agreed to turn his rights
to the production over to the actors who
hope to put the show over in face of
bad notlces. Audiences for the first two
nights after its reopening are reported to
have been good.

BETTINA HALL received her carly
stage training in Gilbert and Sulli-
van plays for Winthrop Ames, which
she followed by becoining one of the
young people in. the first “Little
Show”. At present she is singing
with Walter Slezak in. “Meet My
Sister”, the netw-type musical revue
which the Shuberts have recently
brought to New York.

Hindus Finally Make Debut

NEW YORK, Jan. 10. — Thc long-
delayed debut of Professor Sisir Kumar
Bhaduri and his Hindu performers in
Sita will be made this Monday under the
auspices of the India Society of America
rather than for Carl Reed and Elisabeth
Marbury. the original sponsors. The
playcrs arrived liere more than two
mouths ago, hul were unahle to, open on
account of missing scenery. Sinece that
time they have remained in’ the city
at the expense of the original hackers.
Since 1he scenery has arrived from Boin-
bhay, contracts have been signed hetwcen
ihe Hindus and the India Socicly, whiel1
will carry on the production.

'General Equity Mceting Held

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Actors’ Equity
Association will hold a general meeting
this afternoon to decide upon the status
and eligibility of foreign actors. Changes
in the present rulings aiready approved
by the council involve the elimination
of the six months’ layoff for stars and
featured players and the charging of 5
per cent of the salaries of all alien
players, with a minimum of $10 weekly.
Because the meeting will convene after
The Billboard goes to press, results of
the meeting cannot appear in this issue.

Kalich Benefit Plans Progress

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Elisabeth Mar-
bury has undertaken the duties of gen~
eral chairman for the testimonial benefit
which is to he given for Bertha Kalich
on January 18. It will celebrate the
25th anniversury of Mme. Kallch's first
appearancc on thc English-speaking
stage. Amoung ilhose who have volun-
teered tp appear at the benefit are Clay-
ton, Jackson -and Durante. Blanche
Yurka, Fannie Brice and George Jessel.
Mme. Kalich recently underwent a2 seri-
ous operation on her eyes, {4

‘Laura Wilck Producing Again

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Laura D. Wilck,
producer of the ili-fated Made in France,
in which Lya de Putti was to have made
a stage comeback, is “contemplating™
the production, Fame ami Fortune, 2
play by Paul Sifton, coauthor of Five~
Star Final. Miss Wilck will also sponsor
a Chicago production of Torch Song, the
Arthur Hopkins' production which, while
it did not turn out to be the success
it was hailed to be, was the first play of
the season to receive favorable notices
from the critics.

New Plays Reviews and Additional Stage News on 29-37

By RIVES MATTHEWS
(New York Office)}

VER singe the League of New York

Theaters was founded to curb ticket

speculation I have been behind it,
boosting it In' this colunn and giving
it prominence in ouyr news columns.
Wherever I have discussed it I have
defended it from. the attacks of wise
showmen whose scepticism prompted
them to have little faith in its continu-
ance.

Of course faint-heartedness has never
won any fight, but it seems to me there
iIs no use continuing a fight in which
no omne is particularly interested any
longer and in which the leading cru-
sader, Harlow D. Savage, is provided with
a sword of pith with which to fight and
a rope of sand with which to bind his
cohorts to him. L]

The League has weakened itself inter-
nally to such an extent that the fight
it promises to put up in future can only
be as vain and as feeble a gesture of
power as the empty fulminations which
have recently emanated from it concern-
ing “buys': that is, that “after the ac-
credited brokers have been taken care of,
the theater is to be free to deal with
any other parties who wili pay cash for
its seats.” :

The League, which first announced it-
self as opposed to more than 16 hrokers,
then found that these Tavored brokers
were not upholding Ieague rulings. The
League then decided to do without the
brokers and depend upon the Postal
Company. No brokers were to reccive
tickets. Then the League found tihe
Postul Company was not selling ticketbs
fo hotlel patrons. Four brokers were 1e-
admitted ai the insistence of the hotecl
men, it, was said.  Even then, with only
a part of the ellemy within the canp,
1lhe League found difficulties. The West-
crn Unjon Compaly entered the picture,
only to cloud if. Various produecers re-
belled, relented and came bhack. David
Belasc’o openly violated his agreement
with the League, an agreement which if.
was claimed was binding on Belasco all
all the other producers and on which
ihe Leaguc depends for strength. The
League, whichh before announced that
attempts to resign from the Leaguc
would he prosecuted, annouiiced that it
would not prosecute Belasco hecauserof
his illness. It was a pretty gesture and
a gracious tribute to a man who is
revered in the profession, bui it did
nothing towards showing the world and
other producers the hand of steel said to
cxist beneath the League's pretty glove.
Now members of the Ileague, madinly
musical comedy produeers, petition it to
reinstitute “buys”, the anathemsa for
which the League was organized to erad-
icate. The very fact that its members
could frame such a petition is indication
enough of the sentiment within its ranks,
is clew enough to any dunce that few of
its members are really in favor of iis
alms and purposes.

And so the League thunders out thali
it will not permit “buys”, but that any-
one who pays cash will be faken care of
after accreditéd brokers, house allot-
ments and the Postal pool have been
taken care of. I can no longer see just
how the League can enforce any of its
rulings. It has created so many loop-
holes for the sieve jumpers of Broadway
that it no longer holds water. From
now on whether the League says it will
permit or will not permit cannot matter
very much.

It now remains for a fresh attempt to
be made. As I see it, that effort must
come from the Shuberts and Erlangers,
who hold the theater in their collective
hands. If these two powers would as-
sume dictatorship of the situation, any-
thing could be done. After all, the only
strength on Broadway lles with the Shu-
berts and Erlangers, not with a salaried
man like Harlow D. Savage.
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Guild Plans Two New Plays

For Provincial Supporters

Will be selected Athis week,

with rehearsals carded to

“Girl Crazy” {or Coast, London

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—--Girl Crazy, the
Aarons & Freedley musical comedy, will
have two other productions in the near
future in addition to the Broadway
company. Louis Macloon and Lilllan
Albertson will play it on the West Coast,
opening._.in Los Angeles some timec in
February. Alex A. Aarons and Vinton
Freedley will go to London In two

start zmmedzately—Shakespearo opening postponed for wonths' time to put Girl Crazy ntd
several weeks——Colbourne takes “Apple Cart’ to Canada

rehearsal there tor 1ts scheduled April
premiere.

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Theater Guild subscribers in the key cities will soon Fray and Braggiotti, Producers
have at least two new offerings from that organization, whichh will be chosen
early next week for immediate rehearsal, and will go on tour as soon as ready,
following the Gulild’s recent policy of giving it8 plays a road showing before they and Mario Bragglotti have formed a

are brought to Broadway. These wili serve to appease the Guild’s provlncia.l sup.- partnership to produce

porters,” who have been without. much
sustenance in the past month. With the
cloging tonight in Boston of The Apple
Cart, the only Guild show now touring
is Green Grow the Lilacs, which has been
held out of town until more new plays
can be sent out. Chicago has been with-
out a Guild play for nine weeks, and-the
fare in other: cities has been meager. a
situation which prompted the governors
of that group to immediate action. Ih
addition to the two abiove-named plays,
#he Guild has had A Month in the Coun-
iry and Elizabetlh the Queen heforc its
om,-oi-town audiences this season, but
one has folded up and the otheyr is now
playing ou B,roadway. Roar, China!, was
ouly put on here owing to ‘the require-
ments of a speclally constructed stage.

When the Guild company of The Apple
Cart finishes its run tonight the produc-
tion will be taken over and recast by
Maurice Colbourne, an English actor,
who will take the Shaw comedy on a
towr of Canada. Heé has purchased this
right from the Guild, which controls all
Shaw plays on this continent.

The New York opening of Muchlddo
Avout Nothing has been deferred for
several weeks. The Guild is having its
troubles ~with - its . first Shakespearean
venture. Considerable difficulty has been
encountered in finding players who have |
the knack and thc experience to play
Shakespeare as the Guild wishes it done.
Tin°addition the number of rehearsals has
been limited by the’ fact that somec of
the company are giving eight perform-
ances a week in Elizabeth the Queen,
while others have been commuting from
the Boston éompany of The Apple Cart to
take part in the rehearsals here. As. a
result, it is dbubtful if the Avon comedy
will make its debut much before Green
Grow the Lilack, which Is scheduled to
come in on January 26. Elizabeth the
Queen and Much Ado Abdbout' Nothing
will be alternated by the Guild Players,
and the company will’ take to the road
when the Broadway possibilities of the
repertory have been exhausted.

@ramatlc c%rt

Founded 1884 by Franklin F. Sargent
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Broadway Openings

Philip Goes Forth, a comedy by George
Kelly. Presented by Laurence Rivers,
Inc, at the Biltmore Theater.

Tomorrow and Tomorrow, a play by
Phillp Barry. 'Presented by Gilbert Mil-
ler at Henry Miller’s Theater.

Anatol, a revival of Arthur Schnitzler S
comedy In the H. Granville-Barker adap—
tation. Presenied by Bela Blau, Inc., at
the Lyceum Theater.

CrLOSINGS

Lysisirale closed Saturday covening,
January 10, after ‘263 performances:
Brown Buddies (113), Babes in Toyland
"(29), Up Pops the Devil (148), Overturc
(41), Queen at Home (16), The Life Line
(17, Smiles (63) a.nd Stepping Sisters
(308).

TSTAGE NOTES

SEEN DINING ‘at the Players’ Club:
Channing Pollock. Allan Camphbell, Frank
Gillmore and David Wallacc.

N

GERTRUDE LAWRENCE. John Mec-
Cormack, Noel Coward and Tallulah
Bankhead are Broadway bound from
London,

- PETER ARNO, designer of the sets for
The New Yorker and better known for
hig cartoons which appear in the maga-
zine of the same name, is off for foreign
parts, to be gone s8ix months.

ROBINSON SMITH, at present assiste
ing.in the direction of the presentations
of the Academy of Dramatic Art, Gower
street, London, will continue his work in
this field on his return to Broadway.

THE STAGE was well represented at a
midnight performance of Kreutzberg and
Georgi. who were wildly applauded by
Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, Hope Wil-
lams, Mary Hone, Glenn Anders, Sylvia
Fields: Douglas Fairbanks, Jr.; Joan
Crawford, Jimmy Reynolds, Libby Hol-
man, Allan Vincent, Clifton Webb, Mur-
ray Behnet, Helen Gahagan, Ivor Novello,
Charles L. Wagner, Carl Reed, Hazzard
Short, Fred Allen, Adele and Fred As-
taire, Marflyn Miller and Tommy Thomp-
son.

GLIMPSED HERE AND THERE—Basil
Rathbone weaving thru traffic on 45th
street with the lights againét him, Anng

_ May Wong talking things over at Equity,

Alan Dinehart lunching at Sardi’s;
Owen Davis, Jr., hatless, striding down
Fifth avenue; Sam Coit and his wife at
Overture, Audrey Wood calling her
gouples to lunch, Edward H. Robins
dashing towards the Grand Central to
catch a Bronxville express, CUff Self
looking like himself at Life Is Like That,
Janet Cohn at Meet My Sister, Clara Bell
‘Walsh at Five Star Fipal, Jane Wyatt
using up spare time petit pointing,
+Emmeline Roche going :info a reweaving
place .on Sixth 'avenue, Arthur Hopkins
talking over contract bridge at the Lotos
Club, and Ida Mullet on her way to the
Town Club.

NEW YORK, Jan. 10. — Jacques Fray

a series of
dramas, which have not yet been se-
lected, but will go into rehearsal in the
near future.
cert planists, vevue writers and were at
one time assoclated with Maurice Cheva-
lier.

“Dishonorable” Plays Shuberts .

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—Brock Pember-
ton’s production of Strictly Dishonorable,
which cloged here last Saturday, is tour-
ing the subwsy ecircuit before being
laken %o London intact for an opening
March 1. The suburban itinerary in-
cludes cngagements in the Bronx, New-
ark and Brooklyn. Pemberton will go

' to London with the company to super-
vigse its premierc there.

Comedy Ends New York Run

NEW YORK, Jan, 10.—Up Pops the
Devil, the comedy by Albert Hackett ahd
Frances Goodrich, closed its run here
tonight after 146 performances. It opens
in Hartford January 12, playing a split
week between that city and New Haven.
Following thai the play will be seen in
Brooklyn for offc week.

They were formerly con- -

Flo Ziegfeld Staff =~
In Shakeup After Flop °

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—A shakeup in
the personnel of Florenz Ziegfeld's office
took place this week, coincident with the k
closing of §miles after only 63 perform- B
ances at a loss estimated at $125,0000 ¥
Nut N. Dorfman, who has been general
press representative for Ziegfeld during
the past season. resigned and was re-
placed by his predecessor, Bernard Sobel. J
It is reported that Sobel will give up
his position with the Columbia Broad-
casting Company to devote his time to 1‘
the Ziegfeld enterprises. , .

The ebulllence of Ziegfeld publlclty .
during the past few months has occa-
siloned much sarcastic comment from |

.many metropolitan organs, and this fact ¥

is supposed to be partly responsible for *
the shakeup. Stahley Sharpe, Ziegfeld's
general nanager, also resigned two wee}ga‘ ;‘b
ago. With .the closing of Smiles, Zlea,'tell;jwl
will turn his attention to the new Fo
lies, for which he i& reported to be seekd

ing a star comedian. .

Weber Has Play in Rehcarsal

NEW YORK, Jan, 10—L. Lawrenc %&
Weber has 3 new play in rehearsal cm—1
titled Tre Gay Ninetics, by thllam A,
Grew and HHarry, Delf, after a year's
absence from the producing field. The
play, which js under thc direction “of
William B." Friedlander. was formerly "
known as She Lived Nexi to ihe Fire- v
house, Grew vh'ote and staged My Girt'§
Friday two years ago. The east of The
Gay Nincties includes Victor Moore, @!‘
Fiske O'Hara, Ara Gerald, Willlam Fraw-#
ley, Roger Gray and Harry Short, - It#?‘i
will open. in Newark on January 26.

SUSAN MERRIWEATHER.. playwright,
salled for Southern France last week
with her husband, Charles Bryan, noted
orchardist of Havre de Grace, Md.

i
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RKORefuses To Depart From
Orthodox Vaudeville Policy,

Freeman says old form is

best because of low expense

and flexibility—even down on m. c. idea unless it in-
sures employing skillful introducers

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—While other circuits are tapping every resource within
their reach to evolve new forms of vaudeville, RKO is content to keep on along the
same llne, making lmprovements in quality of matctlal and its presentation, but
not attempting to depart from the orthodox form. According to Charles J. Free-
man, RKO's vaudeville head, there Is no policy more suitable to~bhe average famlily

theater than unadulterated vaudeville.
Judging from Freeman's emphatic es-
pousal of the policy of a certain guota
of acts, each working in its own spot and
without a band background or inter-
spersed ensemble numbers, it will be 2
long time before any departure from this
method of presentation will be made
on. the circuit.

Freeman belleves that orthodox vaude-
ville will not be readily supplanted by
other methods of presentation in mod-
erate-sized houses, because it 1s more
flexible and cheaper than the hybrid
forms being tried out by other circuits.
Besldes, vaudeville is good entertain-
ment whep booked right, and good en-
tertainment 1s” the aim of «wll theater
circults, whether it be in booking or in
producing.

Interfering in any way with the es-
tablished policy of spot vaudevlile in-
volves extra expense unless a circult de-
liberately cheapens its stage shows by
engaging poor talent. Despite rumors to
the contrary, RKO is not considering the
advisability of introducing new forms of
vaudeville. By concentrating on such
features as dress, lighting and music, it
is endeavoring to enhance the appeal of
acts working as acts; not as gears In a
production wheel.

Freeman is even hesitant about glving
the m. c. idea a big play. When performers
are discovered who show unusuel talent
in being able to work thru a show they
will be encouraged and ideas will be
evolved to glve their work more effective-
ness. But rather than use m. c’s that
would- tend to slow up a show, he is
proceeding cautiously, giving the office
the benefit of the doubt when there is
a question about an m. c. being clever
enough to work thru a show.

Miller, Wilson Finish
Their English Bookings

LONDON, Jan. 3.—Miller and Wilson,
Americaxr acrobatic comedians,
their English season at the Finsbury
Park Empire this week. The boys hold
the fine and unusual record of having
played six months solld engagements
over the major circuits of Great Britain
without a single week out and ,have
been consistently successful both In
vaudeville and cabaret.

They leave mext week for the Conti-
nent where they will fulfill engage-
ments at the Empire, Paris, and the
Kabaret De Komiker, Berlin, after which
they will sall in February for New York
to play American time.

Black’s Opposish Bookings

LONDON, Jan. 6.—In oder to compete
against Charles B. Cochran's capture of
the Four Marx Brothers for the opening
today of the Palace as a vaudeville housc,
George Black, of the Palladium, has
booked Sophle Tucker and George Robey
as his chlef attractions to draw the
crowd,

Sweet and Stewart Are
Coming East for Vaudeville

NEW YORK, Jan! 12.—Blanche Sweet
and Anita Stewart are expected to arrive
here this week from Hollywood to pre-
pare for @ flier on the RKO Time. The
Weber & Simon Agency will handle the
movie “names’”, who will appear in their
own acts.

finish

Czernow Signs 8

Acts for Abroad

NEW YORK, Jan, 12.—M. Czernow, of
the Universum Agency, Paris, has signed
up elght American acts for European
dates, guaranteeing them 10 out of 18
weeks’ playing time in Paris, Berlin, Lon-
don and Milano, Italy.

Czernow sails for Paris tomorrow after
a two-month visit here. He stated that
vaudeville is booming on the other side
and that there is & big demand for Ameri-
can acts. He added that vaudeville is
making strong inroads into Scandanavian
countries. He booked the following acts
thru Diek Henry, American representa-
tive of the Universum Agency: Kelso
Brothers, Page and Class, Three Queens,
Juliana, George Andre and Company,
Magic Fountain Revue, Dance Fables and
Sam Welch’s Orchestra.

Henry plans to sail for Parls some time
next month,

R. & R. Placements

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Among vaude-
ville placements madé recently by
Roehm & Richards were Kathryn Gau-
tier, with Land of Clowns, Stanley Sim-
mons, with Ada Gordon; Billy Glbson,
with Guy and Pearl Magley; Malna
Macher, with Jack Boyle and Company;
Frances Short, with Lights and Shadows,
and Eddle Rogers, with Helene Denizon
and Company.

American Trio Scores

LONDON, Jau. 5. — Wells, Mordecai
and Taylor, American (colored) tap
dance team over here via the Empire,
Paris, made their first English appear-
ance at the Holborn Empire last week
and scored heavily. They were the prin-
cipal headliners on a 12-act program.

-

NAOMI MORTON, who is head-
ing « new six-people comedy, danc-
ing and. singing act sponsored by
Charles and Irving Yates and dubbed
“Co-Ed Daze”. The act is breaking

~ in on lesser RKO stands. JMiss Mor-
ton was recently teamed with Frank
Wheeler and before that worked with
her father, Paul Morton.

Josephson Made

District Manager

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—G. P. Josephson
was officially appointed district manager
over seven RKO houses in New Jersey by
Joseph Plunkett last week. He will work
directly under the home office, his houses
not being classified as belonging to any
division. The distrit headquarters are
at the Capitol, Union City.

In connection with the announcement
of Josephson's appointment, several
switches In his area were also made
known. W. D. Waldron goes from the
Rivoll, Rutherford, to the Capitol, Union
City. John Alderson moves from the
Rex, Irvington, to Rutherford, and George
Livingston slides into the managerial
berth at Irvington.

The houses in Josephson’s district are:
Rex, Irvington; Regent, Kearny: Ritz,
Lyndhurst; Rahway, Rahway; Rivoll,
Rutherford; Capitol, Union City, and the
State, Unilon City.

Jim Barton for Palace

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—James Barton,
of Sweet and Low, has been penciled in
to play the Palace the week of Februaty
21. He was slated for the house several
weeks ago but flopped. Jack’Curtis is
his agent.

Further Publix Vaude. Hangs
On lis Southern Experiment

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Extension of
vaudeville on the Publix Circuit depends
to a large extent on the outcome of an
cxperlment, now being conducted with
12 houses thruout the South, that in-
volves the use of straight pictures and
attractions alternately for a comparison
of grosses aud profits. Lawrence Goldc,
of the Willlam Morris office, 1s doing the
booking under the supervision of Harry
Hollander, of Publix.

The acts/going Into the Southern
theaters are of the noVelty and produc-
tion type, mainly large flashes, and are
being played at the ratec of one every
other week, with straight pictures used
in between.

Besldes the Intermittent. vaudeville
playing in the Southern houses, Publix is
also booklng vaudeville for one, two and
three-day stands thruout the West, Mid-
west and New England to bolster weak

pictures. This is regarded as an jndica-
tion that the Southern experiment is
proving that a combo policy has the
edge on a stralght picture grind.

There is po available list of the Publix
houses thruout the country that are now
in straight pictures but with the facili-
ties to play “flesh”. The number Is
known to be large cnough, however, to
rank that circult practically on par with
RKO iIf it cdecided to go in for vaude-
ville on a large scale.

Publix executives have been reported
to e meeting on the vaudeville question
for months now, and to the extent that
experts have been making a tour of the
circult’s houses and reporting whether
combo policles would be advisable for
theaters in the red.- It appears as tho
the Southern experiment is the final one
before a decision is reached.

Additional Vaudeville

News on Pages 29-37

By FLIAS E. SUGARMAN
(New York Office)

VERYBODY with the remotest inter-
est in vaudeville ag an institution
and in the performer as a class

should lend thelr ‘whole-hearted co-op-
eration to the five major circuits in their
drive to raise funds for the NVA chari-
ties durlng Easter Week. Personal opin-
ions about the administration of the
NVA should be submerged under an en-
thusiasm to help the unfortunates among
the profession that has suffered most
both from the general depression and the
cataclysmic changes that have been
brought about in the show business as a
result of the introduction of sound ahd
talking pictures. We are doing our small
share by waving away what we have sin-
cerely believed to be our constructive
criticism of the administration :of the
NVA and its undignified methods of
raising funds. As we look at it now, the
end is in every sense more important
than the means. And events of the last
several months have brought us around
to the conclusion that the public's debt
to the actor is far greater than can be
paid by dropping nickels, dimes ‘and
quarters in a baskdt passed in a theater
during Easter Week. ’

The vaudeville industry is now in such
a state that one can no longer derive any
sympathy from the stand that the es-
pousal of the NVA cause by the five
major circuits is a flag waved before the
eyes of the buil to distract it from or-
ganization. The managers have the upper
haud, and they do not need the assist-
ance of a so-called company union to
forestall attempts of the actor to get
together with his colleagues in his own
organization. Not in 1931, anyway’

We have every reason to belleve that
Will Hays, Pat Casey and the presidents
of the flve leading circuits are sincere
in their efforts to provide a comfortable
income for the rellief agemcles sponsored
by the NVA. When a man is in want he
loses his sense of discrimination and
takes unhesitantly from those who proffer
aid. ‘The managers feel that they are
morally obligated to the actor. And that
is why word is being sent out all along
the line that the coming NVA drive must
be sent zooming over the top. As to
the public, it cannot fail at this time
to concede its debt to the actor. A large
part of the funds raised thruout the
country for the relief of the unemployed
was derived from benefit shows at which
performers, even those at liberty, gave
their valuable services gratis.

If graciously done, hat or basket col-
lections need not be offensive. ~ After all,
the public is not forced to give, and &
few pennies dropped into a basket each
time one sees a show during Easter Week
is a puny sacrifice compared with what
actors have done thru the years to help
worthy causes and to bring sunshine and
happiness into the lives of the masses.
Also, like Christmas, the NVA drive
comes once a year, and the good that
the public does during this' perlod is
reflected in the work of charities that
proceeds day in and day out.

Pat Casey, wc must corifess, s not as
bad a skate as he might have been
painted. We cannot agree with all his
principles on how to run an alleged ac-
tors’ organization, but, after all, in his
case, too, the end might well justify the
means. Casey is the boy who has man-
aged thus far to bring in the kale when
it was needed. And any gent who pos-
sesses such talents should not be cata-
loged In history as an evil one. Even
if Pat has in the past made 1t quitc
difficult, to all appearances, for us to get
NVA news, we at least have had a good
measure of Success.

Let us all pltch In and help the NVA
drive. Getting funds for the needy is the
business at hand.
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Hybrid Vaude. Shows Meant
Only for Loew De Luxe Time

Official says they are unsuited for booking into vaude-
filmers—too expensive and flashy for combo audiences
—Loew waiting for grosses to point way to ‘flesh’ revival

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Loew's intermittent, revised vaudeville shows on its
presentation route, altho cheaper than the regular presentations, will not go into

the circult’s vaudefilmers.

Loew would continue # the - vaudeville
revues into the variety houses, which
entall another 111, weeks of play-
ing time, but one of the clrcuit’s book-
ing officials stated that they would be
far above the mno»mal combo house
budget and therefore prohibitive. .

The first report that the chain would
put out units on the order of Loew’s
Vaudeville Revue, now at the Paradise,
at the rate of one to every three or four
presentations is not exactly true. It is
learned now that the circuit will only
send such shows over the de luxe route
when the production officials feel that
the patrons of the houses need a change
from presentations.

Loew will save considerably on produc-
tion for the vaudeville units, altho the
ratio of salaries for the cast will be on
par with that of the preésentations. The
usual elaborate setting for the band will
be absent, as the musical combo will
remain in the pit except for the finale.
So far as the acts are concerned, in a
good many Instances thelr vaudeville
dress will do, which means that the cir-
cuit will find it necessary to provide cos-
tumes for the line only. The same will
apply to scenery, altho not to such a
great extent.

Besides the fact that the vaudeville
de luxe units will be above the stralght
vaudeville budgets, it was also stated by
the: Loew booking official that the ma-
jority of the patrons of the circuit’s
vaudefilmers are hardly the type to go
for vaudeville in such form. They de-
mand hoke as a rule, and the line would
not count one way or the other, whereas
it does in the de luxers.

From this same source came the in-
formation that Loew ls still sticking to
its stand that the position of veudeville
with the circult depends only on whether
those houses that went into straight pic-
tures continue to show a profit. Vaude-
ville will go back when they start slip-
ping and when it is felt that “fiesh” is
needed for a bolster.

The booker is of the opinion that
vaudeville’s return will come with better
financial ~and industrial conditions.
Combo theater admission scales are
necessarily higher than those of the ple-
ture grinds, with the "latter right now
hhving the advantage because of the de-
pleted resources of shopping theater-
goers, )

Lindsay-Mason Going Along

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Cedric Lindsay
and Hazel Mason, dance team, will soon
finish a run In English vaudeville and
de luxe houses secured for them by Paul
Durand, of the M. S. Bentham office.
They will follow with dates in Brussels,
Paris, Cannes, Algiers, Monte Carlo, Nice
and Milen,

Charlie Melson Is
Switched to Newark

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Charlie Melson,
Who for the past 36 weeks has been
alternating m. ¢. between RKO’s Mt.
Vernon and White Plains stage-band
houses, has Been booked into Proctor’s,
Nswark, openinig thers January 24 for two
weeks. ’

Melson is said to be a favorite in
Newark, where he played & long engage-
ment before he was switched to Mt.
Vernon and White Plalns.

The first of the vaudeville units, entailing three acts
and a Chester Hale line, opened this week at the Paradise Bronx.
the full 12-week route and then disband.

It will play
It was at first thought probable that

American Acts
Click in Havana

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—American dance
acts are making great gains in popularity
in Havana, the Cuban capital going for
them in a big way at the Havana Thea-
ter and at the 28 night clubs going full
blast. This comes from Victor Trava
Moreno, who is selling revues and other
talent thru Empresa Tolon, said to be
one of the most active vaudeville bookers
in Havana.

Moreno will send his second revue to
Havansa next Monday for a two-week en-
gagement. Three local acts are to be
appended to the six-people revue, making
it parallel with the average American
vaudeville layout. Acts have transporta.
tion paid both ways on the Ward Line.
They are guaranteed two weeks' work,
with an option of four more, according
to Moreno. At present he is working on
plans to have American acts playing at
the Havana double into the night clubs.
The Havana plays two shows daily and
three on Sunday.

Beginning January 19, Moreno stated,
he will send six dancing acts every two
weeks to the Havana. Moreno Is also
booking acfs for the Imperial and St.
Regls theaters, Mexico. Houses play two
shows a day and films.

Windsor Sunday Date

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Jack Linder has
added the Windsor Bronx to his columns
for Sunday dates. The house opened
yesterday with six acts and a film. The
house plays legitimate attractions week-
days.

Cook’s Debut in Flushing

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Phil Cook, radio
“name”, . will take, his first fller jinto
vaudeville Saturday when he opens for
REKO in Flushing. He was bpoked thru
Phil Ponce, head of the NBC Artists’
Bureau.

Phil Ponce’s Acts

NEW YORK. Jan. 12, — Phil Ponce,
head of the NBC Artists’ Bureau, Is try-
ing to land dates for Jackie Smith, kid
radio star; Ray Perkins, and the
Frolickers, 12-piece orchestra. The
Frolickers, who have never played vaude.
ville, are set for an RKO showing in the
near future.

Hyde Goes to Miamis
Hall, Kalcheim Subs

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Johnny Hyde, of
the Willlam Morris Agency, left Thursday
for Miami for several weeks' rest. He
recently underwent a minor operation.
Anatole Friedland accompanied Hyde on
his trip.

Sid Hall and Nat Kalcheim are looking
after Hyde’s duties during his absence,

Book Sweet and Proctor

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Marjorie Sweet
and Warren Proctor, musical comedy
couple, will start on RKO dates the first
half of next week at the Hamilton.
Agented by Jack Hart, of the Roger
Murrel office.

Freeman’s Kibosh Put

End to Shindig Plans

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Charlie Free-
man, now on the high seas en route
to the Mediterranean for a rest, falled
to get a big, formal sendoff by the
boys in and around the RKO office
simply because he didn't want any
fuss made.

Dave Beehler, one of RKO theater
operators and a self-constituted com-
mittee. spent the early part of last
week making elaborate arrangements
for a $l0-a-plate dinner last Friday
night in Freeman's honor at Ger-
son’s, in the Hotel Somerset. The
hotel lobby was to havz been pano-
plied with banners and three-sheets
like a theater lobby during the run
of ah exceptionally strong show. It
was planned to install a box office,
use ushers, 'n’ everything.

Freeman heard about the plans,
picked up his phone and told the
boys very tersely to call the shindig
off. He explained later that because
many agents with shriveled finances
might attend, the heavy tax on
a plate would prove too high for
them.

Performers Warned
.
Again on Baggage
NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Continued care-
lessness on the part of performers and
increasing strictness of railroads as to
excess baggage welght has once again
caused RKO to warn acts that no single
‘piece .of baggage for shipment is to
welgh over 250 pounds. The latest letter
was sent out last week by J. H. Aloz, of
the routing bureau, to all franchise
holders.
loz’s message read In full: “Will you
please notify each and every act booked
thru this office that under no circum-
stances whatever must any plece of
baggage welgh over 250 pounds. If so
it will not be carried. Last night at the
Grand Central Station five different acts
had baggage which welghed over 250
pounds. The result was that same was
not taken on the train. Should this
occur and the baggage not reach Its

destination, drastic measures will be
taken. Please give this tmmediate
attention.”

Delancey May Return
To Vaudefilm Policy

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Loew is reported
to be contemplating the resumption of
a vaudefilm policy at the Delancey,
which went straight pictures early last
season.

The circuit has no vaudeville houses
on the lower East Side, altho at one
time having the Avenue B, Commodore
and Delancey. RKO and Fox have the
Jefferson and Academy, respectively, both
on 14th street.

Coutts Gets Lyndhurst

NEW YORK, Jan, 12.—The Lyndhurst,
Lyndhurst, N. J., will return to the John
E. Coutts columns this Friday after using
straight films for several months. Coutts
will give the house a flve-act bill on
Fridays and Saturdays and a new show
Sunddys.

Murray-Russell Combo

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Harry Murray,
formerly of the team of Murray and
Maddox, has paired with Sue Russell,
who was recently of Freeman, Russell
and Morton. They are slated to show
for RKO soon in town.

Kelly, Grohs Make Switches

NEW YORK., Jan. 12.—Gene Kelly and
Charles Grohs, Indie agents, made affilla-
tions this week. Kelly switched from the
Joe Michaeis office to tie up with Harry
Pincus, while Grohs has joined Edward
Riley.

Early Start
On NVA Drive

Complete organization plans”
Jor charity campaign three
months ahead of opening

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Working with
remarkable speed and dispatech, the three
major committees for the Players and
Patrons Jubllee Week (NVA) have com-
pleted eall organization plans for the
charity drive three months before its
scheduled start on April 4. This .is ‘in
direct contrast to what took place ‘last
year, when 2ll arrangements for the an-
nual campaign were hanging fire up until
three or four weeks before It was
launched.

The entire country has been divided
into zones, with a fleld committee, con-
sisting of =all division, district, theater
and publicity managers, formed in each
locality. A temporary chairman has been
appointed for each group, with his duty
being to call meetings for the planning
of the campaign. It will also be up %o
the fleld committees to approach all in-
dependent theater operators in theijr
localities to take part in the campaign.

It is the purpose of the National
Campalgn Committee, consisting mainly
of the publicity directors of RKO, Publix,
Loew, Fox and Warner, to have the en-
tire month of March free to concentrate
in every town on exploiting the cam-
paign.

While those behind the NVA drive this
year are concentratlng more on basket
collections than on benefit performances,
with the latter scheduled for Hollywood
and New York, speclal shows will be given
in other cities if the fileld committees
recommend them. Few of the benefit
performances, other than those on the
Coast and New York, proved successful
last year.

Sherman’s New Doui)le Act

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Hal Sherman is
‘doing & new act in which he is getting
asslst from Dorothy Ryan. formerly of
the Ryan Sisters. He last worked with
Sara Granzow. The new combo will come
into the RKO fold next week on & split
between the Franklin, Bronx, and Jefe
ferson, agented by Nick Agneta.

Noble Sissle Returning

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Noble Sissle,
formerly of Sissle and Blake, will come
with his Ambassadeurs (Paris) Orchestra
to RKO on February 4 at the Regent,
Paterson, and follow with the Hippo-
drome the week of February 7. The act
(12 men) recently returned from g three-
year stay in Europe, with stopoffs In
Monte Cerlo, Paris and London.

McPeep Gets Tilyou

NEW YORK. Jan. 12—G. F. McPeep
has been promoted to maneger of the
Tilyou. Coney Island. He was formerly
assistant manager at Kelth’s, Syracuse.
Duke Mllls, his predecessor, has not yet
been reassigned.

Minstrel Act Readying

NEW YORK. Jan, 12—The Pive Stars
of Minstrelsy, who have been playing
indle dates In and eround here, will
play the Windsor, Bronx. Sunday. They
expect to get showings soon on the major
circuits. ' Act comprises veteran minstrel
men.

Sunshine Sammy Booked

NEW YORK, Jan. 13. — Sunshine
Sammy has been booked for an REKO re-
turn, getting three weeks of Bill Howard's
out-of-town dates. He will open Janu-
ary 24 in Buffalo, and follow with
Toronto. He will play Boston the week
of February 14.
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New Palace, Chicago

(Reviewegd Saturdey 4flcrnoon, Jan. 10)

Aslde from onc weak act, this week's:

bill Is a darb, with Olsen and Johnson
rioting them as usual, and Paul Mall, a
black-face single, scorlng a show-stop.

Muyris  Chaney and Edward Fox
sopened. In colorful sctling they present
a beautiful routine of ballroom dances,
futerspersect with acrobutic and adagio.
Bothh graceful and clever dancers and
carned a hearty response from the audi-
ence. The pianist, unbilled, pleased with
& vocal number.

Paul Mall, a black-face single, remind-
ful of Eddie Cantor, occupied the deuce
spot and pleased the tough Saturday
audience so well he scored a show-stop.
Mall sings a lot, hands out a snappy
line of chatter and hoofs a Ilittle. It is
liis warbling that puts him over so big.
Mall nhas sweel pipes, a pleasing per-
sonality and a peppy. easy style of work-
ing that immediately sets him solid with
the customers. His singing of You're
Driving Me Crazy, Song of the Fool and
a catchy medley in which he rings in

- bits of & score or more of pop., songs

went over great. This boy has just what
vaudeville needs, and he should be heard
from more and more.

Arthur Millard and Mimna Marlin pre-
sented a chatter act abounding in wise-
crucks and puns and puncitusted by slap-
Klick comedy. Their reception was nild.

The Olsen and Johinson aggregalion
s been auginented by at least two
stooges, one a young colored hoofer
{there are now two in the act), and the
other a clerical-looking man who makes
funny noises with his throat and is em-
ployed otherwise in the melange of mer-
rymaking that constitutes the act. Most
of the old gags are still in use, some of
them refurbished, and there are some

new ones. The Al Smith gag has been
climinated. Act scored as heavily as
usual.

A packed house and several hundred
waiting in the lobby at end of first show.
NAT GREEN.

Hippodrome, New York
(Rgviewed Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 10)

A better booking job done here this
week than has been the case for some
weeks. The show starts fast and punchy,
pretty well holding that pace thruout
the two-hour running time. It is a
variety layout, and the audience is kept
interested by the emsee activities of
Larry Rich and his carryings on with his
apronmates. His brother, Phil, is also on
the bill and lends a hand thruout the
show. Mother’s Cry, on the screen, com-
pleted the program, which drew o big
crowd this matinee.

Dack S8hing and Company proved; &
strong opener, and heavy applause con-
sistently dotted their routine of contor-
tionistics, acrobatics and plate spinning.
A capable and showy Jap. quintet. Got
applause even for misses.

Ewing Edton follows and gives a nice
account of herself via the violin, song
and dance. Her legwork shows up as
the hest of her efforts. She 18 good at
Lapping and strongly tops the act off
with punchy acrobatics. The crowd gave
her a good palming.

Mme. Everett's Monkeys tlckled bothr
grownups and Kkids, the latter nostly,
and came th for a good reception. The
monks are on the stage alone and give
a show In front of their own band. They
are unusually well trained.

Phil Rich entertained them highly
with his characterization of a rheumatic
old gent. He's got that business down
pat. making it all good for laughs and
raises its- appeal thru his song-dance
bits. Finished to a big hand, which
jncreased when he doffed his makeup.

Lloyd and Brice were & sure-fire dish
for the kids in thelr comedy acrobatics,
but the adults seemed to take lightly
to their efforts. They do the usual hoke
stunting and get away to good applause
by straight balancing.

Tyler Mason, a burnt-cork warbler and
comedian similar to a few others in
vaude., won the crowd over for & heavy
reception. He -nicely wields a bit of
okay chatter, but he brings home the

The Palace, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, January 10)

Blame Harry Richinan and, to some extent, Walter ‘Winchell for chénging the
policy of vaudeville’s showcasc this week. It’s g revue they arc offering here; fre-
quently better and at times just as bad as the Shubert brand. Richman is the
star, Winchell might be classed as the special added attraction, and Lillian Roth is
taking the feminine lcad. and a swell supporting cast. Not by a long shot as
good a show as Eddie Cautor was able to turn out the two weeks he resided here,
but 1t makes up in feverish movement and gusto what it lacks at times in real wit.
Heavier standee business than on Cantor’s fipst record week. They might not
smash Eddle’s record, buf that the gross will reach a high total is assured.

SIX MAXELLOS showed up with one of the troupe inissing, but seemed not
a bit put out by the disappointment. The Risley boys put over a& grand perform-
ance, executing double-cradle stunts of a punchy caliber and lightly flavored with
sight comedy. They took the curtain to deafening applause.

ROY ZASTRO AND DENNY WHITE were more fortunale than Violet Carlson
in being shoved on in the deucer. Offering thelr peppy song and dance flash before
the real fireworks the youthful sextet found favor with an indulgent audience.
The boys are teamed In thelr stepping speclalties with Bernice Marshall and Sunny
Schuck, while interludes of warbling harmony are supplied by the pretty King
Sisters. Neat sendoff after a fast finale.

JIM McWILLIAMS was scheduled for the trey spot and played it, but not before
Harry Richman came out and paved the way for the blasting of another Palace
tradition. After putting over one of the warbles in his copious library, Richman
brought out Lillian Roth for a bow and next called out Walter Winchell, who
was accorded an ovation that lasted fully a minute. This was the first tipoff
that Winchell did not have an act ready, that is, an act in the real sense of the
word. After the excitement of the apbearance of the hoofer turned tabloid
columnist had subsided, he, Richman and McWilliams enacted a blackout that
failed to click. McWilliams finally got into his-aclt and knocked them dead despite
the edge being laken off his enirance by his prematurc appearance. His pianolog
has been Iyushed up with new and clever walerial. Jim's big sock lies in his
operatic burlesque and the politician’s spiel, Doth cnd pieces. He lefé ihem
applanding and happy.

CHARLES WITHERS' OPRY. classic of rustic hoke and meehanical lom.
foolery. also refurbished to sult the limes, was preceded by another blackout by
the same trio. Not so good, yet Wilhers got laughs galoe, in fact enough to
crimp his closing punch. The faked talkie episode met with great respollse and
laughter was unrestrained at the climax of the crude mechanical cycle on the
elaborately unkempt state.

LILLIAN ROTH would have ordinarily closed the first half, if not for the
exécution of the Richman plan of how a Palace show should be run off. Before
the clever miss was. perimitted to swing into her warble routine another blackout
ensued, calling this time on the services of Winchel and Richman, with Miss Roth
as Lhe pivot angle in the triangle. This wes another that failed to click. Miss
Roth had some new songs and impressions and wound up with Hughette’s Waltz.
But after an encore she sang a number to Winchell and Richman, this leading
to & hoofing session. Winchell hoofing again—and at the Palace after all these
years. And clowning on hoofing after dreaming long and often about doing it
straight. This side-splitting innovation was anticlimaxed by an even funnier
episode when Bert Wheeler and Jack Pearl, called up to the rostrum by Richman,
engaged In 2 brand of roughhouse for which the Palace has become justly famous.
They tried to drag Winchell into it, but he proved to be a better at sprinting
than they.

VIOLET CARLSON got & technically tough break by being spotted following
intermission. Before she oame on, however, and scored heavily, Winchell and
Richman took the stage and pulled on Mark Hellinger. They got in some clever
gab in the short space. Then came a blackout as weak as the others, Miss Carl-
son did several comedy character bits in song and dance, and of such strength as
to deserve a better spotting break. She bowed off to heavy applause and five
ushersful of flowers.

YRICHMAN AND WINCHELL” read the annunciators for the closing frame and
here the pair were able to recoup some of the losses sustained in the punchless
blackouts. Considering that this was the opening show and with a conceded lack
of preparation the pair did superbly, and at the right time. They started off with
some box clowning in Phil Baker style, and giving credit where it belonged. Then
Winchell read some of the kidding wires he received. Most were quite funny.

‘Richman filled the ensuing interval with some warbles in great voice, and then

he and Winchell gave a clever burlesque of the Maxellos with the acrobats them-
selves helping along. The show wound up with a delayed blackout scene that
called for the services of about 20 people on the stage and a corps of ushers, A
great finish to a nearly great show. ELIAS E. SUGARMAN.

picking up for the second show. Sunny,
with Marilyn l\fmler. held the screen.

Rublo Sisters scored a smash hit with

bacon with his warbles. He has a sweet
voice and a nifty delivery.

Marcellus Dancers, vecently around as
Su-

International Rhythm, hit it off nicely
in the next-to-shut spot as ihe only
flash oh the bill.- There is good dancing
{acrobatics and adagio) from the seven
girls and a 1male, together with neat
singing from another lad. Well dressed
thru colorful scenery.

Larry Rich and Company had the clos-
ing asslgnment after working untiringly
and successfully between acts. They
had more than enough left of comedy.
singing. danecing and music. Act is skip-
pered well by Rich, who gets strong
assist from & cast of nine, including
Cherie, Dub Taylor and Hughie O'Don-
nell. Heavy returns on their bowoff.

SIDNEY HARRIS.

58th Street, New York

( Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 10)

Bill weak on comedy, the two acts
assigned to turn on the laugh gags suc-
ceeding only mildly. Not even the hu-
morist, Harry Hershfield, was able to stir
them to any great extent. Business was

their marvelous acrobatic routine.
perb showmanship and finesse are dis-
played in all of the difficult stunts exe-
cuted by the girls.

Major, Skarp and Minor, constituting
thiree girls (brunet, blond and titian-
haired)., went over with a wallop with
their swell warbling of a repertoire of
pops. One of the girls works the ivories
thruout and_ joins her partners in the

crmonizing.

Joe May and Dotty held down the
trey spot with ease. May clowns superbly
with his petite blond partner of .the
Dumb-Dora type., They have a clever act
and managed to ring up a nice laugh
score. .

Carl Shaw stopped the works cold with
a line of dancing that is packed with
dynamite. Two girls and two boys are in
his suppori. and all are plenty there
with their underpins. Shaw and an ex-
tremely comely girl stood out with their
high-powered stepping. This girl is way
above the average In acrobatic work and
high kicks, but Shaw supplies the sock

at the finish with his intricate and casily
performed pedalfstic work.

Harry Hershfield, come-strip artist and
creator of Abiec the Agent, didn't excite
the auditors. Obviously his talk on
business cepression seemed distasteful,
for they did not give him much of g
rise. Despite RKO’s taboo on using the
name of Hoover facetiously omn " ihweir
boards, Hershiield razzed the President
mildly in onc of his gags.

CHARLES A. SIEGFERTH.

St. Louis Theater, St. Louis

(Reviewed Sunday Afternoon, Jan.. 11)

The bill on view here this week can
be rightfully styled a real laugh show,
as there are as many laughs in the
vaudeville lineup headed by Charles
{Chic) Sale as there are contained in
the feature photoplay, Chariey’s Aunt,
in which Charles Ruggles furnishes the
hilarity. d

Archie and Gertie Falls open the
“flesh” proceedings. The first half: of
their turn is devoted {to balancing and
stunting on the Spanish web by Miss
Falls, her work being well executed.
Following this the male does some com-
edy acrobatic stunts which are topped
off by a toe-to-loe catchh between the
pairv.

Bert Rome alxd Henry Dunn have
powetrful voices aud combine lo mnake
a good harmony team. ‘They rvenderec
lwo hallads and a comedy song at Thiy
show to a big hand.

Vercell Sisters and their Six Boy
Friends were next. This is a flash ach
of quality neatly dressed ithruout. The
iwo attractive girls are splendid dancers
and execute their double numbers in
perfect time and unison. The six boys
form a dandy background for the sisters
and they loo are fast steppers and have
a good routine of ensemble numbers.
Two of the boys do a pippin novelty
“drunk” specialty, which brought them
prolonged applause.

Charles (Chic) Sale, the *specialist’’
himself, was greeted vociferously by
the auditors and as .usual he had them
falling off their seats thruout his dis-
course on the zither and his subsequent
Portrayals of rustic characters. Regard-
less of how often one witnesses the per-
formances of this peer of .all “hick”
delineators he is ever welcome, and his
inimitable style of comedy always hits
home solidly.

Joe Marks and Company closed  the
bill. Marks ran Sale s close second for
hit honors of the afternoon, and he too
had them laughing thruout with his
comedy actions and material. Marks is
a hard worker and his turn never lags
for a moment, He is supported by Mac
Leonard, a clever performer and dancer.
and Eddie Ryan and Leo Fellows, the
former a stepper of abillty. They were
compelled to give two encores before
they were able to beg off.

FRANK B. JQERLING:

Loew’s State, New York
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 10)

It remainedsfor two song=dance acts,
Cole Brothers and Lee Twins, to fur-
nish the sock at the initial performance,
when the headliners, Ruby Norton and
Jim Toney. did a flip-flop most of the
way thru thelr overlong turns. Because
of Toney’s poor laugh material, this
show is virtually starved for comedy. He
was In & made-to-order spot to go over
big. but his distasteful gags were nhot
enough. The situation may be remédied ’
oh Monday, however, when a sixth act
is t0 be added. Miss Norton’s fault lay in
a weak voice that failed to cairry Neville
Fleeson's specials to the rear portions of
the house. Business was way off in
comparisonn to the last few weeks, the
screen feature, War Nurse, probably be-
ing partially to blame. This picture was
in the Astor for a $2 run, and then
played the Capitol before coming here.

Four Bards opened with novel figure
and hand-to-hand work that drew good
applause en route. The males have some
highly original methods for compieting
the stunts and shut with an effective
interchange catch on the apron.

Cole Brothers have greatly improved

(Sce LOEW’S STATE on page 80)
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F. Albee, Cincinnati
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Jan. 10)

Ade Duval, young and personable
magic worker, gets the bill off to a lively
start, with his Rhapsody in Silk, in
which he is assisted by a boy and girl.
His Is a wow of an offering. Duval spe-
clalizes in silks exclusively, and we can-
not be. wrong in dubbing him the best
in his line. He drew a thunderous hand
before he was halfway finished, which,
in itself, is no little accomplishment for
o magic turn. He stepped off to another
resounding hand.

Virginia Karns, songstress, until re-
cently on the staff of WLW here, deuced
to good results. However, she was alded
considerably by the fact that she had
many friends in the house. Miss Karns
bas the looks, and a sweet voice, but
her enunciation is bad. An impersona-
tion of Helen Kane was weak, and should
be eliminated.- Her repertory of songs
also could be strengthened. She took
a good hand and encored.

Monica and Ann Skelly, assisted by
two male juveniles, one a crackerjack
hoofer, squeezed all the entertainment
possible out of a flimsy skit, French
Leave.* Ann is a capable comedienne,
and Monica a pleasing straight, and the
duo got everything possible out of the
material at hand, which isn’t much. Ann
and Monica sing fairly well, and dance
passably, too. One of the boy sup-
ports pulled a hearty mitt with a nifty
hoofing morsel. The turn bowed off to
surprisingly heavy applause.

Sunkist Eddie Nelson hoked, mugged
and gagged his way to big results, his
ityle clicking greatly with the first show
customers. He does a little bit of every-
thing, but nothing that has any sem-
blance of seriousness. He is a corking
buffoon, and proved it by walking off to
the healthiest hand of the matinee. He
was called cut, and satlsfled 'em with a
comedy curtainer.

Prank and Milt Britton and Gang is a
hoke-infested band turn, with a wealth
of comedy, novelty and everything else
that goes to make palatable entertain-
ment. There Is a funny and novel open-
ing. Then follows a film trailer showing
the boys leaving the boarding house for
the theater, and then we see the band on
stage. Here follows a bag of slapstick
hokum material, and a heap of novelty
specialties. To get critical for a moment,
it might be said thgt the turn is a bit
overburdened with hokum, and there is
much repeated business. A burlesque on
the Poet and Peasant Overture leads
into a riotous flnish. The hand re-
ceived was shade below that given to
the Nelson lad. BILL SACHS.

Grand Opera House, N. Y.

d Wednesday E g, Jan. 7)

A preponderance of dancing on this
bill, with the auditors craving for a real
laugh but getting but a thimbleful. The
comedy assignment is in the hands of
Ryan and Chesleigh, in the deuce spot,
who managed to elicit a fair measure
of laughs with their clowning about
men, and Vic Laurie, who contributed
some fun with his parody warbling. A
strong comedy act would have made this
a2 much better show. Business was good.
Eztravagance, with Junc Collyer and
Lloyd Hughes, was the screen fare.

Hashi and Osal, mixed Japanese team,
went over okay with a well-executed se~
ries of perch stunts, handstands and
fast tumbling. Girl does the perch work,
while her partner furnishes the sock
with his floor acrobatics.

Ryan and Chesleigh, blondes, gabbed
away merrily about the ways of men,
intersticed with parody warbling. Miss
Ryan has the comedy role and gets nice
support from her young and pretty part-
ner. With more( meaty material these
two girls would fare much better. They
clicked here.

Shades of Blue, six-people flash, scored
8 decislve hit. The best work is done
by a short, hefty couple, who walloped
home their doll and Dutch dance items.
They outshined the remainder of the
cast, who are so-so in their tap and
acrobatic stepping. Plenty action dis-
played, but extremely weak in spots.

got a hand coming His forte is
warblng of parody sohgs to the accom-
paniment of a mandolin-uke. He weak-
ens his act with the feeble gags with
which he interpolates his comedy sing-
ing. He unleashed some laughs, but he
did not give them enough.

Jim and Tom Story Revue, comprising
two mixed teams, sent over a breezy rou-
tine of sax playing, dancing and war-
bling. A good-looking couple, appar-
ently the standard bearers, sparkled with
their sax items, making the instruments
talk, weep and laugh. An extremely
pretty blonde wields a palr of preclous
underpins, but her singing would not
be missed. She does her specialties
chiefly with a youth, who plays the
fiddle and supplies the sock with his
torrid stepping. They were a hit here.

CHARLES A. SIEGFERTH.

Park Plaza, New York
( Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Jan. 7)

Evidenced by this bill, the Fox office
is spending the mazuma for entertain-
ment in the hope of bringing the house
back to its® former big-money rating.
Not much to the four-act layout, how-
ever, even tho it is a costly one. Two
comedy acts aré sandwiched between 2
pair of flashes, causing the show to be
frequently dull and slow during the one
hour and 11l-minute running time. Fast
and Loose was on the screen, and busi-
ness was nothing to speak about.

Montenegro and Doreta opened in their
unique flash, in which they are assisted
by a girl singer and a seven-piece ma-
rimba outfit. The dance numbers of the
standard bearers are different and clev-
erly executed, tho far-fetched for States
audiences. Unbilled girl means plenty
to the act with her delightful soprano
volce. Finished to 2 nice hand.

Faber and Wales, with an unbilled
male pilanist, deuced and got a good
reception, with most of it due to Miss
Wales. She is a neat song seller and is
cute in line handling. Faber is fair
in his warbles and gab. The material
is lacking, and the act overruns.

Jack McBride followed and carried on
with lots of hoke. He corrals lots of
laughs, but they begin to drop off near
the end. There is t0oo much of him in
the act, whereas a little more attention
should be given to the two girls in his
assist, who have good volces. Found
good applause. awaiting their bowoff.

Lights and Shadows, nine-people flash,
proved a good dish In the tall-end spot.
It is superbly' staged and capably per-
formed by a talented cast. Highlights
are acrobatic dances and adagio, with
interpolated singing also showing up
well.” Rang down the curtain to loud
returns. SIDNEY HARRIS.

RKO Intact No. 26

{Reviewed at the Madison, Brooklyn,
Tuesday Evening, January 6)

Even without discounting the slight
but nevertheless conspicuous letdown in
the deuce spot, this is a show that will
please mightily in any of the better
families. The deucer, Carlena Diamond,
has one of those ‘“quiet, pleasing acts"
of which Charlie Freeman has often said
they are no longer playable in four-act
shows. Balance Is off, with the scales
weighing down heavily on comedy.
Which is preferable these times, partic-
ularly in the houses touched by the in-
tacts, to a heavy dosing of flash, sing-
ing, dancing and the like. At this catch-
ing the intact fixers had- already per-
formed their work, and the show ran an
hour to the minute without stress or
strain. Business was falr, with Free Love
on the screen.

The Lucky Boys, six full-grown Risley
and tumbling artists doing their stuff
in campus garb and even making passes
with a ‘prop. football, went over with a
bang in the opener. They use from one
to three cradles and engage in a myriad
of difficult body-juggling stunts. Plenty
of hokey comedy iIs injected, and there
literally isn't a dull moment. One cradle
man caught three of his colleagues in
a heap for the bows, and the encore had

Vic Laurie, who is back doing a single, & lad dropping from a trapeze at flood-

light height to a cradle man on the
stage in a hand-to-foot catch.

Carleng Diamond, out as a single since
splitting with Harry Burns, depends
chiefly on her engaging personality and
indispensable harp to make an impres-
sion In seven minutes. She sings pleas-
antly to one harp number, and then fol-
lows an impression of her once famous
father, Charley Diamond. This calls for
the plucking of a baby harp while hoof~
ing. It accounted for her weak bowofl.
Miss Diamond is the stuff for an intact,
but in a more substantial routine. Add-
ing somebody with a sock specialty
might help.

Sammy Lewis and Patti Moore have
improved many times over since we
caught’'them in a Loew neighborhooder
late in November. The zippy dancing
and comedy team have added the two
LaVerne Sisters, and Barney Dean is still
contributing stoogey comedy. Their
pleasing hodgepodge of song, dance and
hoke has one of the most colorful sets
in use on the RKO Time. The refur-
bished skit Is called South Sea Sadie;
Miss Moore, as the owner of the title
role, works at a terrific pace and to good
results. Just about the perfect act now
for any hous¢. . The boy who fixed this
up since it shoved out of the presenta-
tlon houses is a genius.

Clara Barry and Orval Whitlege
stopped the show cold in the top-line
spot in their cross-fire classic, Jest for
Awhile. Several of their smarter gags
were wafted way over the heads of the
Madison provincials, but there was
enough of the sock stuff in the residue
to make them the outstanding personal-
ities on this show. One of the few gab
acts in the business one doesn’t mind
seelng again and again.

ELIAS E. SUGARMAN,

Loew’s Lincoln Sq., N. Y.
(Reviewed Monday Evening, Jan. 5)
The customers were tough here with

their applause and almost made the

performers do miracles before they
showed any signs of being allve. Si

Wills, a first-rate buffoon, did not thaw

them out In the deuce spot, but got

them all excited in the fourth berth
when he clowned for real laughs with

Bob Carney and Jean. This heretofore

pushover audience is beginning to de-

mand meaty entertainment before it
unfetters its hands. Busin®ss was fair.

Harold Lioyd's Feet First held forth on

the screen.

Leona Earle and Company opened with
a series of slack-rope stunts. Miss Earle
performs with ease and showmanship,
and thrilled them with a couple of
breath-taking items. But she ought to
get a more graceful male support. His
yokel appearance hurts the act. Went
over okeh.

S1 Wills, whose mugging and clownish
antics. are known to screen audiences,
falled to move them.with his superb
and original comedy. Not even his crazy
collegiate makeup evoked a ripple. His
funny gabbing, flute playing, stepping
&nd mugging a la Eddie Cantor reaped
hardly any reward. Most of his clever
comedy, It seems, ,went over the heads
of this mob here. Bowed off to tepid
applause.

Rucker and Perrin, one working as a
chink and the other as a slow-footed
Negro, threw a laugh bomb into the
frigid crowd. They had everything thetr
own way and got a strong hand at the
bows.

Bob Carney and Jean, mixed team,
put them back to sleep in the next-to-
closing berth. Most of their gags and
riddles are older than Santa Claus, but
they showed class in their pedalistic
work. It appeared as tho they were
heading for the ash can until Sl Wills
came 1o their rescue and livened up
things with his guitar and droll non-

£ense‘ With him in their midst the
Carneys worked with real zest and
registered laugh after laugh. With the
slightest suggestion of milking they
could have stopped the works.

Clay Stearn Repue was 2 breezy dance
flash in the closing spot. Youthful line
girls, a sister team and two boy tappers
displayed neat stuff with their under-
pins. Stearn stood out with his elastic
footwork. His wooden-soldier item with
a girl is the highlight. The act piled up
a healthy applause score.

CHARLES A. SIEGFERTH.

Keith’s Royal, N. Y.

( Reviewed Monday Evening, January §)

Tonight’s show, six acty and Wheeler
and Woolsey in Hook, Line and Sinker,
played to a fair-sized audience, early in
coming and going. The bill was held up
by three comedy acts following each
other in midportion. These acts, Maker
and Redford, Francls X. Bushman, Jr,
and Conlin and Glass, provided contl-

nuity of an intimate brand that found®

its way into the audience’'s favor.

Bouguet of Melody, quartet of girls,
had the launching job and proved a falr
dish in their wind-instrument blowing.
It is a mild act thruout, except when
two girls solo on a trumpet and cornet.
Left to fair returns.

Edward Allen, assisted by Bobhy Gor-
man and Audrey Dixon, deuced and did
not give the show its needed warming.
They have the looks of a very capable
trio, but engage in much weak comedy
whereds their song-dance efforts appear
to desérve the most attention. Nice hand
at the bows.

Jessie Maker and Willlam Redford fol-
lowed and made things pick up by bring-~
ing in needed comedy. Both work well
and have okay material, with Redford
doing a sweet job of a radio announcer.
They also get In singing and dancing,
and their unbilled male assist lends pi-
ano -tickling.

Francis X. Busliman, Jr., got a good
amount of laughs and applause for his
Paul Gerard Smith vehicle, in which he
is assisted by Willlam Langan and Renee
Danti. The act is there, but needs bet-
ter working out. Bushman's perform-
ance is somewhat stilted, and his sup-
port work well.

Jimmy Conlin and Myrtle Glass hoked
for big laughs in the next-to-shut spot,
aided in their carryings on by Bushman
and Langan and the back-stage crew.
The ease and naturalness with which this
act is delivered begs for loads of laughs
no matter how often At is seen,

Samaroff and Sonia!were a brief item
in closing the show, doing four minutes.
This mixed team pace a cute collection
of dogs in clever stunts, tho they need
to frame the act better for proper eflec-
tiveness. Got mild applause.

SIDNEY HARRIS.

Keith’s Hamilton, N, Y.

(Reviewed Monday Evening, Jan. 5)

Eleven acts played for 2 hours and 10
minutes, with the one over and above
the regular Monday night allotment
coming in via the personal appearance
of Robert Woolsey and Bert Wheeler
with their latest picture, Hook, Line and
Sinkcr. They did 10 minutes of suf-
flelent gagging to be taken out of the
“personal-appearance” category, but it

(See KEITH'S HAMILTON on page 34)

TAP DANCES

By mail. Beginners or Advanced Routine, $3.00
each: both, $3, no. Orchestrstlon. $1.00; Time-
Btep and Break,

THE KINSELLA ACADEMY

253¢ May Street, Cincinnati, Ohio

TAYLOR’S 1930 NEW MODEL TRUNKS

Beautiful, Durable,

D ve, L
ROBE TRUNK.

IN TWO-COLOR COMBINATIONS—FOR MEN AND WOMEN, 0
t. Full Size WARD-$ 50 0

S.nd for Our Mlustrated Circular.

|| TAYLOR'S

113 West 45th Street, New York, N. Y.
28 East Randolph Street, Chicago, Iil.
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JUST OUT

McNally’s N[],

Bulletin

PRICE, ONE DOLLAR

GIGANTIC COLLECTION of NEW BRIGHT
AND ORIGINAL COMED ERIAL.

Every kind of an act, mnnolugue. Parndy or
fill-in_ bit for vaudeville, mualca] comedy.

minstrel,

talking pieture , producers, niuht club re-
vues, radio and dance band entertalners. .
McNALLY'S BULLETIN No, 16 is blgger
and better than ever, but the price remains
es always, ONLY $1.00. Contents Include:

16 SCREAMING MONOLOGUES

Each one a pobitive hit. Al kinds,

cluding Hebrew, Irish, Nut, Wo Kid,
Temperanes, Black and Whiteface, Female,
Tramp, Dufch and Stump Bpeech.

47 MONOBITS
Every one-& sure-fire hit.
8 ROARING ACTS FOR TWO MALES
Each sct an applause winner.
7 Original Acts for Mate and Femalo
They will make good on any bill.
33 SURE-FIRE PARODIES
On all of Broadway's latest song hits.
GREAT VENTRILOQUIST ACT
Bright, breezy and bubbles over with wit.
ROOF-LIFTING ACT FOR TWO/FEMALES
This att is a 24-karat sure-fire hit.
TRIO, QUARTET and DANCE SPECIALTY

Comical., humotous and rib-tickling.

4 CHARACTER COMEDY SKEYTCH
It’s & scream from start to finieh.
MUSICAL COMEDY
TABLOID AND BURLESQUE
For Stock or Road Shows. Good for offé-
night stand or an ‘entire week.

19 MINSTREL FIRST-PARTS
With side-splitting jokes and gags.
MecNALLY'S MINSTREL OVERTURES
Complete with opening*and closing choruses.
GRAND MINSTREL FINALE
Will keep the sudience yeiling for more.

NDREDS
Of cracker-jack Oross-Pire Jokes and Gags,
BESIDES y
Other useful theatrical comedy materlal.
Remember, McNALLY'S BULLETIN No.
is only Ome Dollar, or will send you

Bulletins Nos 10, 11, 13, 14, 15 and 16 for
$3.50, with money-back guarantcc.

WM. McNALLY
81 East 125th Street. New York

“Dancing Directory
JACK MANNlNG

New anks T;p Dancing ‘Speclalis
FFERS MPLETE PBOFESSIONAL
BUCK DANCE ROUTINE
I (With Be'ginner: Foundation Exercises)

MAIL, PRICE, $3.00,
(Cash Reg. or Monky Order)
110 WEST 47TH ST.. NEW YOEK, N. Y,

LOBBY PHOTOGRAPHS

Reproductions, Also Post Cards. Send for com-
plete price list,

BECKER, Photographer,

PLAYS—TABS.—-MINSTRELS
ACTS- anu. Blackouts, Revues, Mon-

ologs, Radio Material.
E. L. GAMBLE, Playwright, East Liverpool, O.

'WI G S BEARDS

MAKE-UP
FREE CATALOG
36 So. State St..

F. W. NACK CBICAGO, ILL.

SCENERY

Diamond Dye. Oll or Water Colors and Draperles,
SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO. COLUMBUS, OHNIO,

Davenport, Is.

s BECOME A LIGHTNING
TR!CK CART(DNIST
2 1.0 ppy Program of 23
OOM!C TRICK DRAWINGE with

Instructions, TALOG FREE.
BALDA ART SBB"CB D-l. Onhkosh, Wisconsin,

60 USED WARDROBE TRUNKS,
ﬂo 00 Up. All in first-class condiilon. Write for
PDescriptive Clrcular. H. & M. TRUNKE CO., §10

Washington Ave., St. Louls, Mo.

MADISON’S BUDGET No. 20

Comedy seed that lnwrlnbly pruauces a big laugh
harvest. Priee ONE DOLL. {rom
L. J, l(, HEIL, 388 anzlnn Avenue, New York

VAUDE. NOTES J

PAUL MORTON, of the Four Mortons,
is now heading a Tishman & O'Neal
act in which he 1s assisted by Grace
Candee and Millard Briggs. The act is
playing out of RKO's Boston office.

LILLTAN FITZGERALD, who replaced
Irene Franklin for & spell during the run
of Sweet Adeline, is included in the sup-
port of Lynne Overman, who opened for
RKO the iast half of last week in
Yonkers. Others in the cast are Jack
McDonald, Walter Armin, Lois Wild and
Billy Gould.

Before many of the boys around the
REKO office knew that Bert Wheeler and
Robert Woolsey were expected from the
Coast, Harry Mandel had Al Fineman
meet the pair at the station last week and
induce them to make personal appearances
the next day (Monda{) in his three houses,
the 8ist Strect, Hamilton and 58th Street,
New York. The appearances were in con-
junction with the showing of their latest
RKO reléase, “‘Hook, Line and Sinker”. No
salaries, either. Mandel dees his sleepmg
at home-and in bed.

' MARIO ARTEMIS, dancer, has Been
added to the Violet Carlson act, current
at the Palace, New York, increasing the
cast to three. Jerry Green is the pianist
of the act.

CARL SHAW is doing a new act which
he will bring into the RKO fold soon
around New ¥York thru the Jarhes
Plunkett office. He is assisted by Jimmy
King, Joe Rollo and. Audrey and Eva
Gibson.

THE PARKS SISTERS are with Harry
and Dorothy Dixon’s new act, which
worked for RKO the last half of last week

at the 86th Street, New York. . The girls .

were formerly of the act of Parks Sisters
and Hearvey.

Comedians who climbed the heights and
have reached the stage where they forget
that they were ever onc of the mob them-
selves might have received an object les-
son from Eddie Cantor’s graclousness at
the Palace, New York, last week. Eddtc
went far out of his way to build up ev-
erybedy on the bill. It didn’t cest him a
penny, but it made many ncw frineds for
him, and this might well apply to any big
“name” doing likewise.

MARIE ALVAREZ, who recently worked
with Xen Murray at the Palace, New
York, has teamed with Arthur Hartley.
The new combo brought their act into
the RKO fold the last half of last Week
in Auburn, Mass.

EMIL BOREO was forced to close at
Loew’s State, New York, Thursday (Janu-
ary 8), in order to-open Friday in Pitts-
burgh with the Knick Knacks presenta-
tlon unit. Bert Gordon filled in the one
day for him.

BILL, FARRELL AND DAD, who -just
finished playing Loews’ presentation time,
opened this week on a split between the
46th Street and Pitkin, Brooklyn. Meyer
North iIs agenting the act.

JIM TOM STORY REVUE, four-people
musical and dancing act, will show for
Loew this last half at the Boulevard,
Bronx. Al Freeman is their representa-
tive,

The producers of girl acts who not lonk
ago made a pretty penny out of the RKO
and Loew offices are now_ flirting with
Publix. And it looks as if the picture
oireuit Is not averse to the idea of using
“flesh’” again in a number of houses that
havo been film grinds the last several sea-

€ t within
u;‘el ne\t three weeks, they say on the in-
e,

BOBBY SANFORD and Jesse H. Martin
are rehearsing their second girl troupe
for a Publix untt.

THATCHER, DEVERAUX and Adam are
playing this week for RKO at the Albee,
Boston, and will probably play RKO'’s
New York houses after this date. Jeff
Davis, of the Billy Jackson office, is
lhandling their business.

THE ROYAL SIDNEYS showed for REO
this first half at the Hamilton, New
York. Agented by Billy Jackson.

MY RUSH, Allen Forrest and
Lenore Lee, new trio, went RKO the last
half of last week at the Hamilton, New
York,

Again RKO and Loew arc making an at-
tempt to liven up January business by
their respective campaigns, This year it is
RKO’s Second Anniversary celebration and
Loew's January festival. So far nothing -
really brilliant has becn pulled in either
campaign, but the biggies agrec that a lit-
tle stirring up is better than ndne at all.

EVELYN HOEY, from musical comedy,
is slated to bring her singing act into
the RKO fold next week on a split be-
tween the Coliseum, New York, and
Flushing. She will be assisted by two
pilanists. Blondell & Mack are her agents.

WALSH BROTHERS, pair of hoofers
who have been around in vaudeville, are
now working at the Nut Club in Green-
wich Village, New York. They are on

their ninth week.

KHARUM, Persian planist who for-
merly did a. single, is now teamed with
Barsoni, baritone from the Budapest
Opera House. Jack Curtis brought the
new combo into the RKO fold this first
half at the 86th Street, New York.

ELTON RICH and Co-Eds, an Alex
Gerber flash, went RKO the last half of
last week at the Hamilton, New York. In
Rich’s support ate Paula Carlson, Eva
Long, Aileen Herndon and Sally Marsh.

°

A little reasoning power on the part of
the Joint Complaint Bureau with Jennie
Goldstein, Yiddish legit. “name”, was the
only thing that ciused her to go ‘hru with
her vaude. dates for Fox. Given one week
to test her drawing power, she refused to
go thru with it, altho billing and advertising
had already bcen scnt out, unless given a
blanket contract for all of the Fox time.
Persuaded not te embarrass the theaters
and play the dates, she impressed suffi-
ciéntly to be given all ‘of the circuit’s
availabie vaude. time, anyway.

LUCKY STRIKE Marimba Orchestra
is slated to open for RKO soon around
New York. Rio Rica, singer, is featured
in the 10-people cast, which also includes
Selya and Martinez.

ALICE GENTLE is back in vaudeville
after being out some time. She opened
for RKO this week at the Albee, Youngs-
town, O. Agented by bhe Weber & Simon
Agency.

LITA GREY CHAPLIN, who played the
last half of last week at the Franklin,
Bronx, is playing outside of New York for
RKO for two weeks. After this she will
return for additional time in and around
New York. She is supported by Pat
Casey at the piano.

TUXEY ONEK and Elinor Walent, for-
merly in musicals, are polishing up a
new singing and comedy singing act at
indie houses adjacent to New York. Abe
Thalheimer is handling their business.

After four weeks, RKO suddenly decided
that giving the Hamilton 10 acts on Mon-
Friday nights was ‘“too much
It Is a mystery whete they ar-
rived at that deduction, for the three ex-
tra turns did not cost them anything and
the auditors never cvidenced weariness at
any of the shows caught by ‘“The Bill-

board\".

DE MAR AND LESTER, who recently
showed for RKO, wlil give the Loew
bookers a chance to see them in action
the last half of this week at the Lincoln
Square, New York.

JACK BENNY, who was scheduled o
play this week at Loew’s State, New York,
was forced to cancel the date owing to
illness. Jim Toney is pinch-hitting for
him.

LEON NAVARA, who has been han-
dling the m. c. duties at Loew’s Paradise,
Bronx, the past three weeks, has re-
turned to vaudeville. He is splitting this
week between the Bay Ridge, Brooklyn,
and the Lincoln Square, New York., Next
week he will divide his time between the
Pitkin, Brooklyn, and Yonkers.

Performers can help themselves and gen-
eral conditions 2 great deal by injecting
bits of confldence and cheer In their stage
ohatter instead of referring to depression
as something everlasting. When on the
stage, artists are oloser to the masses than
any other mcdium. They should use that
power in the same manner that they did
during the Liberty XLaan drives.

JAY VELIE, who recently did an act
with Harry Miller, is now doing it with
Pauline Chambers. They opened for
REKO this first half at the Hamilton,
New York, agented by Lee Stewart.

JOHNNY FARRELL, formerly of Sax-
ton and Farrell and of late In the Lee
Stewart office, has gone vaudeville again
with Patricia O'Dare, of the old team of
Kellam and O'Dare. They opened for
RKO the last half of last week in Port-
land, Me.

EDDIE MILLER will double this last
healf from his vocal studio in the Stein-
way Hall Bullding, New York, to the
Coliseum for RKO.

JACK DONNELLY is doing a2 new musi-
cal skit, Hot-Heiress, which went RKO
this first half in Yonkers, agented by
Harry Ward. He staged and concelved.
the act, and his supportlng cast com-
prises Agnes Dawson, Laura Gilbert, Rita
Jarvis, Ken Sites ‘and Charles Krylo.

Theére is not much fanfare from the
Warner. people in the way of personal
back-slapping publicity, but it is noticed
that the circuit lias been steadily increas-
ing its vaude. time. 'The Warner creed,
apparently, is to do things without talk-
ing about it.

JOE CAPPO is now the assist for Elsic
Pllcer and Dudley Douglas, who are
working - for RKO in the East. He re-
placed Georgie Pierce.

COOKIE BOWERS, active in talkies
and radio, was brought into the REKO
fold by NBC the last half of last week In
Schenectady. He dees animal imitations,
character impers?natlons and panto-
mimic bits.

AL MOORE AND HIS BAND, who re-
cently played an engagement at the
Beaux Arts Club (night club), will return
to RKO the first half of next week at
the Royal, Bronx. They will follow this
with four weeks in and around New York.

BILLY AND ELSA NEWELL are set to
return to RKO. They are slated to split
the week of January 24 between the
86th Street, New York, and the Fordham,
Bronx.

EDDIE WALSH and Helen Murray
showed for Loew this first half at the
Boulevard, Bronx. The act used to be
billed as Walsh and Clark, Miss Murray
having replaced Elsle Clark.

BERK, FLOYD AND SAUN showed for
Loew this first half at the Lincoln
Square, New York. One male and two
women in the singing and dancing act
agentefi by Joe Michales.

RICHY CRAIG, JR., who recently
showed for Loew at the Lincoln Square,
New York, has been o. k.’d for further
time. He will play the last half of this
week at the National, ‘Bronx.
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NEW ACTS

Reviewed in New York

Harland Dixon

And His Dizzy Dozen Dancing Dears

Reviewed at the Palace. Style—Danc-
ing and talking. Setting—Full stage
(cyc.). Time—Eighteen minutes.

Harland Dixon shows up better in this
act than at any time we caught him in
vaudeville. Chiefly because he submerges
to some extéent—but not enough yet—
his yen for warbling and stories. And
he is backed up by a line of 12 girls who
known their dancing and exhibit, in turn,
as much gusto as an ensemble twice their
number. Not bad looking, either. On
third here and with a big personal plug
for Dixon by Eddie Cantor, the act was
the only one on this show to score a
decislve show:stop.

At the opening Dixon and the girls are
seen in a peppy routine, the girls working
in line and the tap-dancing master keep.
ing to the fore, Dixon remsains alone for
some stories in an affected Irish brogue,
following with a song and clever pedal
eccentricities. The appeal of the act gets
a big boost in a number wherein Dixon
plays the part of a dance stager and the
girls coryphees au naturel, In several
stages by way of exhibition and gab he
whips the line into shape, leaving the
girls to present the finished number.
Dixon has another solo spot in a char-
acter bit, playing a tough mug, and
then into neat taps after flimisy gab. The
finale is & corker. The girls swing on in
sexy scanties and long red gloves, inter-
polating several interesting hand routines.
They are joined by Dixon, whose presence
 appears to hasten the tempo of the flashy
ensemble. This eye-soothing number got
them the show-stop. With money right
this latest effort of the Ilithe-limbed
Dixon should get a nice play from the
majors. . E. E 8.

“Sugar’® Marcelle

Reviewéd at the National, Bronz. Style
—Singing. Setting—In one. Time—Sic
minutes.

This blond songstress makes a striking
appearance in a black gown, accentuated
by a large white tan, and sells her popu-
lar and special numbers Iin great style.

Her diction is crystal clear and she
radiates a ton of personality. She works
with all the grace and technic of one
many years behind the footlights. She
wormed herself into the hearts of the
auditors from the start and played right
into their laps.

Miss Marcelle sang but three numbers,
My Baby Just Cares for Me, Love 'Em
in the Subway and You’'ve Got To Have
It in Hollywoed. She socked each one
over for a home run, but despite the
audience's craving for more, Miss/ Mar-
celle refused to come out. And this
might have been ascribed to the exi-
gencies of the bill.

With some of the punch lines in the
Hollywood number Miss Marcelle takes
some vibald libertles. Some houses will
not stand for them.

A male pianist, who knows his ivories,
is in support. A strong deuce-spot act.

C. A. 8.

The Kentuckians
Reviewed at the Hippodrome. Style—
Dancing. Setting—In one. Time—Seven
minutes.

The Kentuckians are a quartet of black-
face males, who thruout their all-danc-
Ing routine lead one into believing that
there are only two in the act. They are
all dressed alike and split the routine up
into two sections, one pair tapping and
the other doing acrobatics. At the finish
they are all on for the bows and doff
their headgear to show they are white.

Not much to the act now, altho it has
possibilities. The deception idea, is a
good one, yet it is not developed enough
to make it mean anything. They might
add a couple of minutes to the running
time to fill out the turn. The acrobatic

dancers, on for the finish, land best in
their speedy presentation of good floor
work, The bappers do not fare so well;
are good hoofers, but they lack punchy
routines.
Deuced here and were mildly received.
S. H.

Lew Hearn
Assisted by Eddie Cantor and Robert
Leonard

Reviewed at the Palace. Style—Comedy
sketch. Setting—In three (special).
Time—Eighteen minutes.

Edcdie Cantor’s subordinate billing ce-
rives from his pitching in on his second
Palace week to give Lew Hearn a vehicle.
Altho programed as Buy Now, this is an
offspring of a skit presented in The Mid-
night Rounders in 1920 by Cantor,
Hearn and the late Joe Opp. Robert
Leonard, identified with Potasi and Perl-
mutter roles abroad, plays Opp's, part in
the modern version of the hllarlo{ls plece.
In the show of 11 years ago the orlginal
sketch was titled Joe’s Blue Front.

Hearn and his partners were at a dis-
advantage at this catching, having had
few rehearsals and no test yet of the
punch lines and bits. We hear that many
changes were made later in the week, even
to the extent of putting in an entirely
new finish. But even in the raw the
piece is a compliment to the piping-
voiced Hearn and his “support”. The
plece is precious at this time because it
gives a glimpse of Cahtor working for a
change in heavy character; i. e, for once
without street clothes or in blackface.

Leonard and Cantor are the bosses of
a gyp clothing store end pressing estab-
lishment, Hearn the sucker of a customer
who permits them to throw him all over
the place, but insists on a coat “with a
belt in the back”. Cantor wears a flve-
day smear of beard and a brown derby
slapped down over his ears. Leonard is
the phlegmatic retailer, putting over as
perfect a character as we have seen in
Hebe comedy in many a day. Mostly
situation laughs, altho some of the lines
pulled are sole ticklers. The enterprising
merchants try everything on the sucker
from un admiral's suit to a Florodora
frock coat, and flnally wind up with a
sallor suit—but it hasn't got a belt In
the back, and the would-be customer
escapes Into the street.

With a good cast Hearn should be able
to make this go as @ steady fof work
over the majors. The setting and props
are realistic, and the former unusually
effective for vaudeville. Closed the first
half here with plenty of laughs, as stated.
but missing to some extent at the finish.
But the fixing came in several days.

E E. S.

Temmy Evans and Company

Reviewed at the National, Bronz. Style
—Musical. Setting—In three (special).
Time—Nine minutes.

‘This little chap Evans is at home with
his brass and string instruments. He
rlays the sax, clarinet, French horn,.
trumpet and violin with ease; makes
a neat stage appearance and couples his
fine work with plenty showmanship. The
“company’ is a girl who works at the
grand thruout and creditably.

Evans opens with a fast classlcal {tem
on the sax. He displays ample techuic
and has chosen an adequate and pleasing
cycle of numbers. His Go Home and Tell
Your Mother on the sax clicked and he
cxercised keen taste in following this
with Moonlight on the Colorado, the girl
singing it while he harmonizes with the
French horn. This is beautifully ren-
dered.

Some torrid moments cnsue on the
trumpet and the clarinet. With the lat-
ter Instrument the musiclan glves a
good account of his wind powers. His
Hiting clsssic mumber on the chin box
also eliclted his ability with the bow.

The wallop of the act is reached when
Evans plays a sax and clarinet simul-
taneously, exuding some wicked blues
notes. He jazzes this up for a whirl-
wind finish and deserved the tumultous
applause.

Deuced nere to a2 half dozen bows.

C. A. S

Diana Chase

Reviewed at the Hamilton. Style—
Singing. Setting—In one. Time—Twelve
minutes.

Diana Chase is from musicals, her last
engagement being in the quick flop,
Luana, Altho satisfactory in legitimate,
she has plenty to learn for vaudeville,
the major lesson being in dress.

Assisted by a male at the piano, she
did four songs, one & medley and the
other three The Song of the Fool, which
sounded lke a special; The Dy Your
Lips Met Mine and Without You. The
“Lips” song was done while she was
leaning up against the proscenium post
and was set poorly. So far as iier act was
concerned, she should either have de-
livered the number in that position im-
mediately following her planist’s Body
and Soul solo for a second entrance, or
in the finale for & trick bowofi.

Miss Chase has a pleasing blues voice,
but would show to much better advan-
bage in a gown other than the flowery
affalr she had on at this catching. Her
blondness would be set off much better
if she wore black.

Only her closing, Without You, was a
standout among her songs. Her medley
number, for one, was entirely too short
and the weak finish left the audience
here won(ierlng whether more was to

follow. J. 8
Three Aces
Reviewed at the Hamilton. Style—
Dancing. Setting——In one. Time—Siz
minutes.

One of the first things these two boys
and girl must do is to learn whether
they have a right to the billing they use
or not. According to The Billboard files,
a roller-skating act titled ‘Three Aces
was reviewed in 1929. A checkup® may
eliminate future embarrassment.

As hoofers these kids are o, k., bdth
when together and in competitive step-
ping. In the latter they work without
music, and the spice and most of the
punch is gone as a result. They only do
one full routine as a trlo and that at
the opening.

With the music added where needed,
they will suit as intefmediate bill open-
ers. The girl would show up much bet-
ter if working in shorts instead of a
similar costume to the boys.

They bowed off to a nice hand here,
altho set late in & 10-act bill. J. 8.

Trip to Holland

Reviewed at the Nationol, Bronz. Style
—Singing, dancing and musical. Setting
~—In one and full stage (specials). Time
—Sizteen minutes.

An aggregation of two comely girls,
a male acrobatic dancer and a seven-
biece string band with distinet Dutch
atmosphere. Act Is gorgeously mounted,
one backdrop representing a typical
Hollandaise waterfront, the other g tulip
field. These blend beautifully with the
colorful costumes worn by the cast.

Opens with string band and two
lassies exuding a zlppy Dutch melody,
followed by the diminutive leader yodel-
ing a lullaby. This chap has.plenty class
as a yodeler and wielder of the baton.
He is also all there with his playing of
a Dutch dumra. The string band exudes
swell American and Dutch numbers with
zest. It drew warm applause after each
rendition.

A pretty girl's warbling of I"m Wasting

 Pair,

My Time and Love on You pleased im-
mensely, The tap dancing by a2 winsome
brunet Is above the average. She fits
ideally into the frame.

The band leadelr's warbling of The Kiss °
Wallz in double-voiced tenor and his
vodeling are the highlights. Hes a
splendid showman and puts over the
uniique act with a wallop. For the
finale in the Duteh tulip scene the band
strums out some torrid tunes to the
marvelous acrobatic stepping of a lithe-
limped male.

Act was a smash hit here in the clos+
ing spot. C. A. 8.

Smith and Rogers

Reviewed at the 86th Street. Style—
Dancing., Setting—In one. Time—Seven
minutes.

Smith and Rogers would have un-
doubtedly been seen to better advantage
in & more suitable spot than third on a
stx-act bill. They were as out of place
there as any mixed hoofing team would
nave been, with thelr light comedy suf-
fering from what had gone before. A

They come on in freak dress, the girl
in bustle, ¢tc., and the boy in iron hat

(Sec NEW ACTS on page 33)
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9 Harry Spindler at Gibson Bob Turner Band Playing

Many ‘Names
In Cleveland

Competition stiffest in
years, with business fair—
Cates held until June

CLEVELAND, Jan. 12 —Cleveland, long
a fertile spot for “name” bands, con-
tinues to live up to that reputation.
Local night clubs, hotels and dansants
are facing the toughest competition in
years, yet none of them can complain
of really bad business. All are getting
a fair share of the local and transient
trade, as well as the college crowds of
Western Reserve and Case unlversitiés.

Kay Kyser, the “Man From the South”,
and his orchestra, which recently con-
cluded a pleasant stay at the Baker
Hotel, Dallas, is playing at the College
Inn. Hal Kemp and his orchestra, known
to the radio listeners thiyuout the coun-
try, due to their long run over the NBC
System, are on an indefinite contract at
the Golden Pheasant. .

George Williams has his band at the
New China, and Ben Pollack has his cof-
bination at the Hollywood. Stubby Gor-
don and his tooters continue to hold
forth at the Chinese Temple. Freddie
Carlone s at the Silver Slipper; Ace
Brigode, at Danceland; Emerson Gill, at
the Bamboo Gardens, and Opie Cates and
his Californians are set at the Red
Lantern. 105th and Euclid.

The latter outfit, originally booked in
at the Red Lantern for two weeks, has
been signed to a new contract which ex-
pires in June. In the personnel arc
Leonard Sussman, reeds; Ray Dewell,
reecds: Lee Rozos, rceds; Al Mack, piano;
George Tamleo. guitar; Chester Willy,
trombone; “Smoky’ Walsh, trumpet;
Eddle Wendlend, trumpet; Tommy Noll,
drums; Charlie Brandon, beass, and Opie
Cates, leader. 3

New Music Buyer for Kresge

NEW YORK. Jan. 10—Frank Werth-
man has turned over to F. G. Hitchcock
the task of buying popular sheet music
for the Kresge syndiocate stores. In his
1etter to some of the publishers announc-
ing the change, Werthman indulged in
scme clowning and referred to. the thrills
he used to get when the publishers
Jumped the price as soon as a song began
to sell. To some in the music business
Werthman was hard-boiled, but to others
he was o. k. Hitchcock, who is sched-
uled to come to New York, January 15,
to confer with publishers, is reported to
be even more hard-boiled than Werth-
‘man.

Don Bestor Band
Will Barnstorm

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 10.—Don Bestor’s
band, a regular feature over Statlon
KDKA during the organization’s long en-
gagement at the Willlam Penn Hotel
here, is currently at the Stanley Theater
for a week with Ed Lowry. Bestor leaves
on a barnstorming tour following the
theater booking.

He has been replaced at the William
Penn by Bobby Meeker, who will also
fill Bestor’'s KDKA “time,

Andy Razaf Free Lancing

NEW YORK, JJan. 10—Andy Rezaf, Co-
writer of My Fate Is in Your Hands and
other populer dittles, purchased, last
wezk, from a Broadway publisher, the
unexpired time of his contract. Andy,
tired of being bound by another’s ideas,
will free lance for a time.

Con Conrad Goes to Coast

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—Con Conrad, co-
writer of Margie, Memory Lane and other
popular song hits, has gone to Holiywood
to write tunes for Fox pictures. Conrad
expects to be on the Coast about a year.

Ao = o — - Smt S

Harry Spindler and his “Around the
World Orchestra” last week substituted
for the Bernie Cummins organization in
the Florentine Room of the Gibson
Hotel, Cincinnati. The change was made
at the request of Cummins, who has
been at the Glbson for the last elght
weeks, to enable him to begin his en-
gagement in St. Paul at an earller date.
The Spindler tooters were heard nightly
over WLW or WSAI and got over handily
with the Gibson patrons. Isham Jones
and his orchestra began an indefinite
engagement in the Florentine Room
Friday night.

Harry Shannon To Tour

CLEVELAND, Jan. 12.—Harry Shannon
and his orchestra, who recently moved
out of the Red Lantern here, in favor of
the Ople Cates unit, will shortly go on
a three weeks' tour for the Troilo office,
of Pittsburgh. Following this, the 11-
piece aggregation will move into the
Shadyside Ballroom, thls city, where the
outfit will be heard over Station WTAM.

J. F. Mwrray Joins WJAS

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 10.—James F. Mur.
ray has severed his connections with the
Troilo office here, to become associated
with Station WJAS, local Columbia out-
let, where he will handle publicity.

Under Ralph Britt Banner

LUBBOCK, Tex., Jan. 10.—Bob Turner
and his orchestra have signed to play
under the Ralph Britt banner for the
Hilton Hotels of Texas and are now In
the third week of an Indefinite contract
in this city, where the cutfit has been
getting over nicely with the dance
public.

In the Turner lineup are Paul Tuggle,
drums and voice; Axe Richardson, piano;
Chet Flolo, banjo; Herman Applebaum,
trumpet; “Lefty” Johnson, trombone;
Tom Aldred, reeds, volce and arranger.
The past summer and fall the Turner
players played one-nighters thru Nebras-
ka and the Dakotas.

Joe Nesbit Orchestra
For Asbury Park Casino

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Joe Nesbit and
his Pennsylvanians, originally booked in
the Arcadia Ballroom here for a fort-
night’s stay, will conclude a three-
month run at that stand tonight. After
a brief tour thru Pennsylvania the ag-
gregation will open January 26 at the
Asbury Park Casino, Asbury Park, N. J.,
for an unlimited run.

Francis Gordon, long associated with
the Paul Specht office, is personnel rep-
resentative of the Nesbit organization.
The orchestra is headed for big things
on the Columbia Broadcasting chain.

2 X S . ssoliss )

MURRAY HORTON AND HIS ORCHESTRA, for the last 14 months the

featured “hot” ban,

“Nation’s Station™,” in Cincinnati,

for wvarious commercial programs at Station WLW, the
In the

outfit (left to right) are:

Murray Horton, piano and leader; FEarl Paul, trombone and arranger; “Ish”
Drain, drums; Don Buck, banjo and violin; Cy Carey, bass; Joe Klaus, sax. and

clarinet, and Hawley Todd, trumpet.
at the WLW studio.

The Horton orgenization is set indefinitely

A

Olsen Combo for Miami Beach

HOLLYWOOD, Calif.,, Jan. 10.—George
Olsen and his band are headed for the
Deauville Club, Miaml Beach, Fla., where
the musical organization will appear for
eight weeks. He plans to return here
at a later date. During the time the
Olsen combo is in Florida Henry Hal-
stead’s Band will function nightly at the
George Olsen Club here.

El Paso Musicians Elect

EL PASO, Tex., Jan. 10—F. L. Pycaer
was elected president of the ElI Paso
Musicians’ Protective Association Monday
night. Other new officers are Dayton
C. Payne, vice-president; J. A. McKenzlie,
secretary; R. R. Smith, treasurer; C. E.
‘Waterhouse, Ed Morasco, J. A. Banford,
C. H. Armstrong and Duke d’Allesio, board
of directors.

Bert Stock Moving to WWJ

DETROIT, Jan. 10~—Bert Stock and
his orchestra, for the last several months
2 blg draw at the Monticello Ballroom
here, will soon switch their radio broad-
casting activities from WMBC to WWJ,
the latter operated by The Detroit News,
and one of the city’s best stations. The
bend is set indefinitely et the Monticello.

Sammy Williams Combo
To Play at Station KOB

EL PASO, Tex., Jan. 10.—Sammy Wil-
liams’ Orchestra s playing luncheon and
dinner music at the Hilton Hotel here,
marking time there until Station KOB
opens its local studio. The Williams ag-
gregation holds & contract for the music
for the station.

The group consists ‘of Semmy Williams;
Peggy Johnson, piano; Jack Rich, drums;
Estaban Alanis, bass; Glen Adams, Lowell
Riggs and Johnny Saenz, reeds; Bryan
Johnson, trombone; Vernon Bullard,
trumpet; Joe Casas, trumpet, and David
d’Valles, violin. KOB is listed to open
next week.

Egyptians Sitting Preity

ST. PAUL, Jan. 10-—The Egyptian
Serenaders ard winding up their third
month of an iIndefinite engagement at
the Boulevards of Paris Cafe, one of the
most popular dance and. dine spots in
the Twin Cities. The band opened here
October 21 last for what was originally
to have been a two weeks' stay. It is
reported that the combo will remain
here until spring. The unit, under the
leadership of Joe Cappo, is a mnightly
feature over KSTP.

Melograms

BOB SANTLEY, radio singer, is broad-
casting several nights each week over
Brooklyn and New York stations.

ALFRED C. REINHART is heading the
Three Banjoleers and playing on studio
programs at WAAM, Newark, N. J.

LON MOONEY has quit the profes-
slonal staff of the Red Star Music Coms
pany and jolned Abe Olmean’s new pub-
lishing firm. -

JACKIE TAYLOR and his orchestra
landed the job at the new Edison Hotel,
47th street and Broadway, New York,
Taylor comes from California. No radio
wire had been installed at the present
writing, but one is planned for the hotel
in the near future.

WORD HAS BEEN RECEIVED that the
Littmann programs, which featured
Tommy Christian and hls orchestra over
WOR, have been discontinued. The spon-
sor for tHe programs is reported to be
ready to resume activities, provided he
can obtain the amount of time on the
air he desires,

WILL OSBORNE and his orchestra have
gone into the Richman Club, New ‘York,
replacing Ted Lewis’ combination.

DON PAUL and his Kentu¢kians have
opened at the Parkway Inn, Franklin
Square, L. I, N, Y. Don has a crack
dance combination and broadcasts reg-
ularly over WHN and other stations.

ERNIE GOLDEN, composer and orches-
tra leader, has gone to Miami. Ernie’s
last stand in the East was at the Abbey
Inn In New Jersey.

PAUL AND THELMA MEERS, dancers,
have gone to Connlie’s Inn, in Harlem, to
strut their stuff,

TEON NASH and his orchestre are
broadcasting and playing other dates In
and ‘around Wilkes-Barre, Pa.

E;ARL MARCO and his orchestra are
playing for lovers of dance at Brad-
ford, Pa.

THE INCA INDIAN BAND, headed by
Blue Mountain, is broadcasting Inca
Indian music over. WGBS, New York.

FRANK THOMPSON and his orchestra
are playing commercial dates before the
mijke at WWRL, Woodside, L. I, N. Y.
Thompson's colleglans are blg favorites
with the fans on Long Island.

JACK PALMER, who coauthored Every-
body Loves My Baby and other hits, has
returned to Broadway and is placing new
songs with the publishers.

THE RITZY RITZ TOWERS on Park
avenue, New York, has hired Ozzie Nel-
son and his tooters to dish up jazz dur-
ing the luncheon and dinner periods.

SOME OF Denton & Haskins’ hot tunes
were cdamaged last week when a fire
broke out in the basement of 1595 Broad-~
way, New York. Denton & Haskins are
on _the top floor, but the firemen
smashed the skylight in order to permit
the smoke to escape.

——

LARRY FUNK and his NBC band move
out of the Greenwich Village Barn this
week. A lesser-known jJazz combinatlon
will move in.

“Doc’ Mize Boys Back Home

WACO, Tex., Jan. 10.—“Do¢'’ Mize and
his Varsitonians have returned to the
Baylor University here after a successful
tour of West Texas. Rollln Monroe s
business manager of the band, and its
personnel includes Charles Evans, Bill
Krauley, “Doc” Mize (director), Pedro
Mertidez, Morey Millerman, Curtiss
Lightfoot, Guy Woods and Lewie Morgan.
‘The outfit will play in and around Waco
for the balance of the winter.
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Williams at Southmoor

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—Ralph Willlams
and his orchestra have returned to the
venetian Room of the Southmoor Hotel
after an absence of a year and a half
and are furnishing music for the dancers
and entertainment for everybody. With
the return of Williams last Saturday the

" Venetian Room once more takes its place
of prominence among Chicago's dine and
dance activities. Many radio celebrities
were present on opening night, as Wil-
liams’ band is a National Broadcasting
unit.

AUTHORS & COMPOSERS

Why not have your songs revised and ar-
ranged by BROADWAY'S FOREMOST
ARRANGER OF POPULAR
have prepared for pubiication
HUNDREDS OF THE BIGGEST HITS

For representative Music Publishers.

Sensational Hits of the Past: ‘‘Yes, We
Have No Bananas", "It Ain't Gonna Rain
No Mo". “Collegiate”, ‘Prisoner's Song'.

Latest Arrangements: 'S'posin’ ', “Get
Happy'', 'You Were Only ‘Passing Time
With Me", ‘“Tears’.

EUGENE PLATZMAN '502,>rgiima™

PICTORIAL

POSTERS 3%,

Prices

SEND FOR
> SAMPLES

GLOBE POSTER Corp.

113 S.HANOVER ST,

709 PINE ST.
BALTIMORE, MD.

ST.LOUIS

MUS\C PRINTIN,

ING

@ﬁfﬁ"ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ“@

o

WRITE FOR PRICES +
2054 W. LAKE ST
CRHR\CAGO.ILL

Real Facts About Songs!

WRITE TODAY!

JACK GORDON PUBLISHING CO.

201 N. Hoyne Ave., Chicago, 111,

THEME SONG
ARRANGING

‘Music arranged for Piano, Band and Or-
chestra. Copyrights secured. Write for
Free information.

WALTER NEWCOMER
1674 Broadway, NEW YORK CITY.

SONGS

ARRANGED—REVISED--ORCHESTREATED,

Free Folder.
“Giving Your Songs the Right Start.”
S8TAN TUCKER, 219 West 46th Street, New York,

If you find it difficult to get new angles on Tricks
for Song Choruscsh send $3.00 for hot Player Roll
Arrangement. ENCE COOK, E. 13b6th S
and Walnut Ave., New’ York.

;SONGS ORCHESTRATED

From Leadshcet, Melodies Taken from Volce. Af-
ranged for Piano and Publication. MUSIC MAIL
CO., 225 West 46th Street, New York,

MUSICIANS, B. & O.

For Road Show Moving Picture. Ex-scrvice men
preferred,
RULE,

A,
Son's Booking Office, Springfield, O.

LEARN TO TRANSPOSE MUSIC.
COOK-SPARKS TRANSPOSITION CHARTS show
the way. Wonderful for Modulation. 50c_postpaid,
ERHENRY' Publisher, 15 West 89th 8t., New York

y.

A-1 Traveling Orchestra for East-

WANTED ern tour starting February 8, 11

Must be first-class dance unit with good

llne Noveltles. State lowest salary. Must ha.ve

own cars. ORCHESTRA w GER, Box 170,
Station “A’, Boston, Mass.

Ken Hackley Cowboys
Playing Publix Houses

CHATTANOOGA, Tenn,, Jan. 10.—Ken
Hackley and his Oklahoma Cowbaoys, who
have just finished playing the Sudekum-
Warner houses thru Kentucky, Tennessee
and Alabama, have opened for Publix at
the Rialto Theater, this city, and next
week will be featured at the Publix-
Strand Theater, Knoxville, Tenn, At
‘WSM, Nashville, recently, the Hackley
Cowboys set a new record for fan mail.

In the Hackley personnel are Stan

(Shorty) Hicks, Dot Bardole (roper),
“Uncle Art” Burdette, Jim (Sandy)
Chambers, Tommy (Slim) Thomson,

Marlin (Zeke) Clements, and Ken Hack-
ley, owner and manager.. Tom Howard
is handling the exploitation and pub-
licity, and Jack Simmons, of New York,
is the agent.

Jack Paul Jumping to Texas

CHICAGO, Jan, 10.—Jack Paul and his
orchestra, who have just concluded a
successful holiday tour thru Iowa and
Illinois for the Amusement Service Cor-
poration, are booked to open on a Texas
location February 15. In the meantime
the boys will play a series of ballroom
dates in Central Illinois. Ralph Severt-
sen is. being featured in spiritual and
novelty numbers,

E. B. Marks Starts Suit

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—E. B, Marks,
head of the Edward B. Marks Music
Company, has instructed his attorney to
hegin suit against Donaldson, Douglas
& Gumble, Inc,, for alleged infringement
on Song of the Island, written by Charles
King, of Honolulu, and published by the
Marks company. King and Marks main-
tain that You're Driving Me Crazy, Don-
aldson’s latest hit, is too similar in
rhythm and melody not to be a violation
of the Copyright Law.

Radio Franks Back on Air

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—The Radio
Franks (Frank Bessinger and Jerry
White) have returned to the mike and
are broadcasting for several commercial
programs. They quit warbling for radio
fans more than a year ago to devote
their time to business is Jersey. Frank
Bessinger, who was a pioneer in com-
mercial broadcasting, first teamed with
Frank Wright, now in Texas in a com-
mercial business, about six years ago.

Widow To Run Music Firm

‘NEW YORK, Jan. 10—The widow of
Charles K. Harris, well-known composer
and music publisher, will keep her hus-
band’s music-publishing business going
and will issue from time to time some
of the many manuscripts left by Harris.
Several of Harris’ old numbers continue
to sell steadily, especially After the Ball,
which sells on an average of 3,000 copies
each month.

Duke Ellington tp Coast

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—Duke Ellington
and his orchtstra, now playing at the
Cotton Club in Harlem, are scheduled
to leave for the Pacific Coast some time
next month. One eating place out there
has been angling for the Duke’s services
for a long time and wanted him at
almost any price. Cab Calloway, who
had the band at the Cotton Club last
summer, is slated to step in when the
Duke steps out.

SEVERAL HOTEL MANAGERS in New
York have recelved complaints from pa-
trons saying they can’t iInduce the
leaders ‘to play any request numbers.
Certain music publishers feel the same
way about the matter.

LITTLE SWEETHEART OF THE
MOUNTAIN, written. by Herman Pincus
and Billy Barry and published by the
Universal Music Company, is8 creating a
great deal of comment in Tin Pan Alley.

Jackie Taylor Opens
At Edison, New York

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—After an ab-
sence of 10 years on the Pacific Cpast
‘Jackie Taylor and his orchestra have
returned to New York and are now play-
ing an engagement at the new Hotel
Edison, on West 47th street, which was
informally opened ‘the. first of the year.

Jackie has been in Hollywood -and Los
Angeles, principally at Montmartre, the
Roosevelt Grill and the Cocoanut Grove,
in the Ambassador. He has a host of
followers, having also appeared in the
Sherman House and the Bal Tavern,
Chicago; the Ritz-Carlton here and the
Coral Gables Country Club, Miami. The
Hotel Edison, of which William F. Tho-
mann 1s . manager, will be formally
opened January 26 with a banquet and
dance.

Weede-Meyer Unit at Farm

Weede-Meyer Orchestra, under the
management of Bernard. Barton, has
opened at Castle Farm, Cincinnati, for
an unlimited run, following in Art

Landry and his entertaining combina-
tion. 'The Weede-Meyer boys have re-
cently been playing in the East.

Ginger Kennedy Authoring

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Ginger Kennedy,
who has been doing a& turn at the Palais
D'Or, and is slated to appear shortly in a
new musical production, has turned her
hand to writing & novel, which will deal
with some phases of the show business.
Ginger already has had short fiction pub.
lished by several prominent New York
magazines.,

Vincent Lopez Will Tour

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Vincent Lopez
and his orchestra, featured at the exclu-
sive St. Regis Hotel here. will go out on
a limited tour for the Orchestra. Cor-
poration of America January 19. Ed L
Fishman arranged the trip.

Ballroom Notes

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Jan. 12—The Club
Madrid, Inc., ballroom operator, has
filed a petition in bankruptcy and the
owners have resumed operations. Sid
Conway's Orchestra has opened an en-
gagement there, following Frank Rich’s
local band. The Madrid, now in. its
second year, is the most expensively out-
fitted ballroom the city has ever had.
The first year it was run by the Louis-
ville Recreations, Inc., of which E. J.
Bosler is president, and falled to click.
The place was leased for the fall open-
ing and the new managers, incorporated
for $2,500, opened as a night club and
ran four months, during which time the
price was cut. This was followed by

bankruptcy and resumption of operatior
by the original operators.

ELKHART, Ind. Jan. 10—The Crim-
son. Crusaders, 10-piece combination un-
der tlie personal direction of Billy Roy,
eccentric leader and banjoist, will wind
up their engagement at the Balloon
Ballroom here January 24, to return to
Palace Gardens, Klinger Lake, Mich.
The outfit is well known thiu Southern
Michigan and Northern Indiana. In the
lineup are Harold Firestone, Larry Roe,
Harold Baumgardner, Lowell Harrls, Bill
Hollar, Dale Douberteen, Eddie Naftzger,
Herschel Holtzinger, -Harold Collar and
Billy Roy.

AKRON, O., Jan. 10.—Doc Perkins and
his Iowans, now in their 16th ‘week at
East Market Gardens here, have been
signed to play each Friday night at Elms
Ballroom, Youngstown, O., and also as a
regular featnre of Station WKBN, i the
latter clty. The outfit is slated to go on
tour the middle of March. In the per-
sonnel are Sam Simon, Micky Aaronson,
Paul Lobardo, Paul Beresford, George
Emerson, Frank Jacobs, Tommy Beres-
ford, Chic Herr, Ace Lerner, ‘Tommy
Flynn and Doc Perkins.

Musical Musings

WALTER E. NOURY and his Rainbow
Ramblers are now playing a siring ot
college dates thr'u Maine and New
Hampshlre.

BOB COTTER and his band are now
on location at the Plantation Inn, Mont-
real. The personnel remains unchanged.

SUE FULTON, of Station KFH,
Wichita, Kan., has just recorded for
Gennett Is It True?, from the catalog
of the Star Publishing Company, Pitts-
burgh.

HERB (FU2ZZY) LEE, percussionist,
closed recently with Mal Hallett’s Or-
chestra, to rejoin Roane's Pennsyl-
vanians, now featured at the Commodore
Ballroom, Lowell, Mass. Lee is one of
the featured vocalists with the latter
aggregation.

GRAEME GARDINER and Judd Rees,
for the last four years with the Ear]
Carpenter Orchestra, have signed with
the George Olsen organization. They
joined the latter combo at Dallas, Tex.
January 10.

THE GREEN RIVER ORCHESTRA has
returned to the air via WFOX (formerly
WSGH), Brooklyn. They are featuring
the new Lyons & Galley waltz hit, Then
I'tl Grow Tired of You. :

CLARENCE UDELHOF, violln and cor-
net, is now playing with the Royal
Canadians at the Mayflower Hotel, Palm
Beach, Fla.

A RECORD-BREAKING RADIO STAGE ATTRACTION

OTTO GRAY

and his OKLAHOMA COWBOYS
Week January 12, Binghamton Théatre, Binghamton, N, ¥,
Permancnt Address, Stillwater, Okle., od care The Billboard, Cincinnati, O.

Able Muslcian, good Conductor,
Composition, Foerm, Orchestration.

State salary, ctc. Addre.

BAND and ORCHESTRA DIRECTOR and
TERCHER WANTS POSITION

Long experience.
Play and tcach Violin, Flute, Oboe, Clarinet, S8axo-
phone, Trumpet, Cornet, French Horn, Slide Trombone, Drums.
ginners and Advanced ‘Organizations, Municipal, Industrial, Schools,
ranged for Band, Orchestra Piano; transposed, copled. Locate anywhere, clty or town.

MUSICAL DIRECTOR. 1307 North Dearborn Strcet, Chicago, I

Understand Harmony, Counterpoint,

‘Successful teacher Be-

etc. Music ar-

Room 14,

Tenn.

NOW BREAKING HOUSE RECORDS FOR PUBLIX

——KEN HACKLEY——

——O KLAHOMA COWBOYS——

65 Radlo Statlons, Also N. C.
All this Week (January 12), Strand Theatre (A Publix Theater), Knox-
FER VAT,

and his

Broadcasting {mm Station
DRESS, BILLBOARD, CINCINNATI.
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Mutual Likes
Vaude. Talent

Will continue using acts
next season thru Morris—
favors mixed comedy team

NEW, YORK, Jan. 12.—Mutual will
agaln use vaudeville acts next season,
according to an authentic source. The
burlesque outfit is reported to be thoroly
satisfled with the manner In which its
experiment turned out of assigning an
average of two acts tg a show. There are
still 25 acts employed on the wheel out
of 60 originally booked.

Most of the acts dropped twere in the
dumb category and therefore unsuited
to work In scenes. About 18 acts were
dropped due to the cldsing of the wheel
shows with which they were booked.
The Willlam Morris office will continue
to serve Herk as a vaudeville source next
Season. ¥

While acrobatic and other dumb acts
should ordinarily fit in nicely as special-
tles in the Mutual shows the likelihood
is that less of these will Pe used next
season than mow. The objection to these
acts arises from the difficulty experi-
enced in making gymnasts and others fit
into scenes unless icdeas can be worked
up to re-enact the routines in the form
of travesty. Comedy teams will be /in
demand, particularly man and woman
combos. Singing and dancing turns and
others that duplicate the work of the
company principals will' not be scught
after to any great extent uniless the
vaudeville people involved are particu-
larly adapted to the reagling of lines and
alding otherwise in scenes. Flash acts
will not be considered from any angle.

Comedy teams are in demand on the
whecl because there is a greater incen-
tive for burlesque work. The vaudeville
reople with comic talents are paid extra
for thelr scene work, making the
proposltion better for them than others
who are forced to limit contributions to
their own spots.

Changes on Circuit

Arlington’s Revue—Anne Mitchell re-
placed Boots Rush.

Dimpled Darlings—Nazarro Hallo re-
placed Marcta Compton.

Flapper Follies—Qladys
placed LaVerne Williams.

Girls in Blue-—Molris Lloyd and Helén
Ardell replaced Petel and Gaskell.

Jazz Babies—Johnny Baker replaced
Bobby Leonard. ‘

Legs and Laughter-—Hazel Devine re-
placed Billle Shaw.

Take a Chance—Bobby Birch replaced
Sid Fields; Cecll Seitz replaced Marie
Collins, and George Murray replaced
Harry Jackson.

Silk Stockings Revue—Lucllle Carroll
replaced Yvonne Milford.

Speed and Sparkle—Virginla Jones re-
placed Garrigan and De Muth.

Radium Queens—Belle White replaced
Syd Burke.

Al replacements were made by the
Mutual Booking Office, Ike Weber, gen-
eral manager,

Hamlet re-

’

Player Returns To Star.

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Hilly Shaw, who
left Legs and Laughter the week of
January ,3 to be an extra attraction at
the Gayety, Brooklyn, the week of Janu-
ary 5, is agaln back at the Star.

Changes in Stock Companies

Brooklyn, Osford Theater—Billy Harris
opened January 10, a return after sev-
ernl weeks' absence.

WANTED
BURLESQUE PEOPLE

In oll lines. Producers, Comedlans, Straight Men,
Sister Teams. Prima Donnas, Soubrettes, etc., for
permanent stock. Address B WALDRON,
Waldron's Onsino, Boston, Mass.

Burlesquers Didn’t Want
Equity, Gillmore Explains

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Frank Gilimore,
president of Equity, this week explained
to a Billboard representative the reasons
behind Equity’s recent actionf regarding
its resignation of its jurisdiction over
the waning burlesque field in Chicago,
where, at the present time, only two bur-
lesque houses are in operation.

“For many years,” Gillmore stated,
“we exercised jurisdiction over burlesque
il Chicago and did much for the mem-
bers of this profession, for whom we ob-
talned a higher wage scale than that
which applies in many other places. For
this we did not charge burlesquers our
regular membership dues, but under spe-
clal provision considerably  less. Un-
fortunately, due to the present bad
state of all show business and to the
fact that burlesque is particularly hard
hit in Chicago, many burlesquers felt
they were not benefiting by cur protec-
tion because the wage scale which we
obtained for them in Chicago did not
apply when they went to Detroit or Mil-
waukee. For this reason many of them
felt that the moderate dues were not
worth the protection and better condi-
tions we obtained for them in Chicago.
I am sorry to say many of them con-
sidered the dues asked of them in the
light of exacted tribute. Because of this
feeling and because ¥Hquity can only
serve when it is afforded po-operation
and when its services are valued and
appreciated we decided to let the bur-
lesquers in Chicago strike out on their
own, to let them fight their own battles
in their own way.”

Gillmore ' indicated, however, that
Equity’s action was in no way to be
interpreted as an absolute and final
resignation of its jurisdiction over Chi-
cago burlesque. When conditions im-
prove In the burlesque field, and if
Equity 1s wanted back in, it will go
back, according to Gillmore. Until that
time Equity will merely refrain from
exercising its jurisdiction, the right to
which it has not relinquished.

New York Sans Mutual
When Apollo Goes Stock

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—When Minsky
& Weinstock’s Harlem Apolio changes
its policy from semi-stock and Mutual
shows to all stock 1t will eliminate
Mutual shows entirely from Manhattan,
The only remaining houses in Greater
New York will be the Gayety and Star,
Brooklyn, offering Mutual attractions.

The change at the Apollo is scheduled
to take place In about three weeks.

Placements

MILT SCHUSTER AGENGCY, Chi-
cago.

Indianapolis, Mutual Theater—Harcy
Arnie, Evelyn Willls, Ies Sponsler,
Georgia Sothern, Pearl Wilson and
Dolores Harris.

Chicago, Haymarket Theater-—Charles

Wesson, Hazel Bernard, Herman Ferber
and Inez Marvin.

Kansas City, Pantages Theater—Harold
Blodgett, Mae Hamilton, Walter Weber,
Virginia O’Brien, Betty O'Brien, Lester
Montgomery and Neva Nixon.

St. Louis, Liberty Theater—Billy Bar-
ron.

Minneapolis, Gayety Theater-—Hal and
Rheba Malvey and Lou Devine.

NAT MORTAN AGENCY, New York,
Eve Schurik, manager,

Philadelphia, Bijou Theater (stock)-—
Eyeonne, Oriental dancer, added attrac-
tion, opened January 12.

New York, Star Theater (Mutual)—
Ethel Lee, added attraction, opened Janu.
ary 12.

MUTUAL BOOKING OFFICE, New
York, Ike Weber, general manager.

Albany Empire Theater—Peggy White,
added attraction, opened, January 12:

Brooklyn, Star Theater—Billle Shaw,
addéd attraction, opened January 12;
Joan Lee, added attraction, opens Jahu-
ary 12.

Brooklyn, Gayety Theater—Joan Lee,
added attraction, opened January 12;
Billie Shaw, added attraction, opens
January 19.

Washington, Gayety Theater — Hazel
Miller, added attraction, opened Janu-
ary 12. 1

Boston, Howard Theater — Jerry
McCaully, added attraction, opens Janu-
ary 19 .

“QOriental Girls” Closing

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Oriental Girls,
Mutual show, will close its season Janu-
ary 17 at the Hudson, Schenectady. This
will be the earliest closing of a circuit
show in several years. The house may
go Into burlesque stock, depending on
how business holds up until the closing.

-~

Hines Greets Old Friends

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Palmer Hines,
former burlesquer who is well remem-
bered by the profession as a chief
assistant to Harry Steppe, passed thru
here last week greeting old friends. Hines
is now making his home in Eansas City
and is traveling for McKesson & Rob-
bins, wholesale druggists.

Stock Review

People’s Theater, New York

Dark for a time after flopping as an
Italian legitimate and vaudeville stand,
People’s Theater. one of the show busi-
ness landmarks orf the Bowery, near
Delancey street, is. now in burlesque
stock, operated as a full-weeker on &
two-a-day basis by Harry Feinberg, with
Rudy Kahn as his house manager. Kahn
comes from the National Winter Garden,
Houston street and Second avenue,
classed as opposish 1o this house.
People’s is scaled at 10, 20 and 30, the
lower floor taking the high end and the
two shelves rated accordingly. House
opened on its present policy Christmas
¥ve and seems to be holding up fairly
well. On the night caught (January 7)
the cheaper seats almost ran to capacity,
but the lower floor had plenty of open
spaces.

George C. Mack, producer for Feinberg,
is also handling character stralgh\t, as
noted at this bill. Bob (Boxcar Benny)
Nugent is featured comic and already
has achieved a strong following here.
On this bill he apparently appears less
frequently than on the two opening
weeks,. but every plecé of business and
grimace got a big play. And as with all
local favarites he got applause on several

entrances. The burden of comedy, how-
ever, is assumed by Bob Collins and Abe
Gore; second-string laugh gwys. Collins
does an overstuffed booby and Gore his
familiar Hebe. The heaviest cross-fire
exchange takes place between Gore and
Collins, this also extending to scenes
with the lady principals.

Ada De Lisle, slim brunet with fair
pipes and tolerable showmanship in
strip-teasing numbers, is featured sou-
bret. On her staff are Dawn Desure, in-
genue, and Lovetta Bayes, straight
woman. Rita Belmont and Helen Pazzo
are the lesser soubrets, the latter leading
the opening chorus and then into a
teaser. After that the Pazzo girl is lost
somewhere in the meaty ensemble.

Charley Evans plays a clean straight,
working hard with the comics in a total
of six scenes, and entr'acte warbles and
occaslonal scene roles are taken by Harry
Delmont, the company juve.

While put down officlally as 16, there
appear 14 girls at the most in the line.
Some improvements are in order in this
department; even for the Bowery locale
and the very low box-office scale. Too
much contrast now, this being ‘par-
tlicularly noticeable while in a double
line in full stage. On the runway it

(See STOCK REVIEW on page 34)

Holiday Business Does
Not Warrant More Shows

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—The State,
Springfield, Mass., which was opened to
play Mutual shows for New Year's and
Christmas week will not carry the shows
further. The hollday weeks’ idea was an
experiment and to get a lilne on how the
Springfieldians would take to burlesque.
The hoilday business did not warrant a
continuance of the shows.

The lhouse, under Catalano's & Gold~
stein’'s 'lease, had Griff Willlams acting
as manager. Willlams is now back at
the Peerless Hotel here prior to leaving
for Miamd.

New Cast in San Diego

SAN DIEGO, Calif.,, Jan. 10.—The Lib-
erty Theater has installed a new cast
which includes the following: Bob John-
son, straights and manager; Karl Bowers
and Walter Owens, comedians; Jim Doo-
ley, characters and producer; Cecllia
Manners, ingenue; Merle Wilson, soubret.
There are 10 girls in line. William Pe-
litzer is house manager.

Duich Luncheon at
Burlesque Club Saturday

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—January 17,
which is this Saturday, has been selected
as the night for the Burlesque Club to
hold its Old Dutch Luncheon and Get-
Together Party at the Clubhouse, 112
West 48thx street.

The affair promises to be one of the
most entertaining and largely attended
of the last few seasons. The doings
start at 10:30 p.m.

Pittsburgh House Doing
Away With Burlesque

NEW YORK, Jan, 12.—George Jaffe,
owner of the Academy Theater, Pitts-
burgh, who was in New York for several
days, has returned to the Smoky City.

Jaffe is preparing to replace Mutual
Simws\ with stock at the Academy, the
first show to go In the week of Febru-
ary 16, with rehearsals starting on the
first. ‘This practically eliminates all
Mutual road shows from the West.

Casting Hackensack Stock

NEW YORK, Jan, 12.—Joe Wright is
now booking for the Hackensack Stock
Company. Rehearsals for the first pro-
duction started last Monday. Wright is
aiso casting for a production titled
Scorched that is scheduled for e. Broad-
way showing, according to present plans.

~

Back From Inspection Tour

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Nat Fields, who
was recently appointed to the position
as the doctor of Mutual shows, is back
in town after a tour of inspection of the
various shows now playlng the circuit.
According to reports from West 47th
street, Flelds was not slow In stafing
that he disapproved of the quality of
many of the attractions. -

Restaurateur Known to
Burlesquers Found Dead

NEW YORK, Jan. 12. — Abraham
Mantel, well known to the theatrical pro-
fession, particularly thos¢ In the bur-
lesque field, was found dead In bed by
his wife on January 7 at his home at 614
West, 157th street.

Mantel was part owner of the Astor
Restaurant on West 47th street, formerly
known as the St. Regis, directly back of
the . 0ld Columbia/ Theater, a favorite
eating place of the burlesquers. Recently
he became a partner of Salowey & Katz
in the restaurant, wherve he had formerly
acted as manager and cashier.

He left the restaurant on the evening
before his death in good spirits. When
his wife called him the next morning she
found he had died in his sleep. He was
60 years of age. ¢
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“Ginger Girls” to succeed
Walker show at Lyceum—
engagement indefinite

GOLUMBUS, O., Jah. 12.—The musical
comedy -tabloid policy recently inaugu-
rated at the Lyceum Theater here, for-
mer Mutual Wheel house: has failed to
click up to expectatlons, with the result
that ‘the house will again resume - its
burlesque programs, beginning Sunday.
when Fred Hurley’s Top Speed Ginger
Girls, current at the Princess, Youngs-
town, O:, opens at the house for an in-
definite stay. replacing the Marshall
‘Walker / tablojd organization. :

The Lyceum, after several months of
darkness, reopened four weeks ago with
the Bert Smith-Revue. The latter or-
ganizatiori pulled out “dfter two weeks,
.when good business failed to materialize.
The Marshall Walker troupe followed in,
but failed to rouse-the Lyceum: patrons
to any hlgh pitch of excitement. At no
time in the past have the Lyceum crowds
gone for tabloids to any great extent.
They are strictly a burlesque crowd and
like _their burlesque * undiluted.~ They
shouid get it under the Hurley regime.

Hurley, erstwhile tabloid producer, will
use 30 people on the Columbus engage-
ment, . inclu@ing 16 chorines and fea-
turing May (She) Martin, dancer.
to moving to Youngstown the T'op Speed
Ginger Girls played for four weeks at
the Park Theatef, Erie, Pa.
slated to return there from lere.

, Bob S8haw, of the Gus Sun office, which
booked "“the Walker show Into the Ly-
ceum, told a Billboard reporter that the
troupe was ‘enjoying greatly improved
business and was carded to remiain here
indefinitely. The company, he says, was
working on a guasrantee of $850 'weekly.
The Lyceum meanagement, however,
switched to Fred Hurley whéen the latter'
signified a willingnéss to takeé *the date
on a straight 50-50 proposition, Shaw
states. The Sun office, it is reported, is
dickering with another Columbus house
in which to place the Walker company
following the Lyceum run.

Shortly before receiving the above
news story we received a cofmmunica-
tion from Marshall Walker, stating that
businéss had shown a decided improve-
ment at the Lyceum, Columbus, O., stiice
his show, opened there, and that the
Lyceum management has decided to hold
over the attraction ‘Ior an_ unlimited

)

W\rltlng from Columbus under date of
January 6, Manager Walker has the fol~
lowing to say, in part:

“We are here indefinitely. We hnve
more than doubled the business, and
the management has decided that this
show will remain here—when we go, the
house goes dark. In all my experience
in show business I have never had such
an aggregation of real talent. We have
30 people, and are dolng two shows a
day. We aré giving two- hour presenta-
tions, playing everything 4n from three
to 10 “scenes. Gus Schell is furnishing
the scenery, and the stagehands and mu-
siclans are backing thé project.

“We are battllng and winning, and
business is getting better. The actors
are congenial and willing, and the
co-operation .on all sldes, frofn the
backstage to the public, shows me
that tablofds can stage a .successful
comeback. “We are doing plays not bits.
We are singing songs, not worn-out med-

‘leys that the layman has been hearing

Over his radio for months, We are work-
ing hard and going over and we want
. the world’ to know fit. .

“The show has co§t me money to §ut
out, but I have more than got back the-
Initial cost and a profit besides. If I'm
not greatly mistaken, I'll repeat what
Raynor Lehr did here at the Broadway
Thetlster some five years ago. I believe

Prior: .

They are.

Tab'. N otes

OLLIE DEBROW {s working clubs in
and around Houston, Tex.

“SLIM” VERMONT, after closing with
the Paul Falcony Company at the Regent
Theater, Hamilton, O., went to his home
In Dayton, O,

#DOUG DRAKE, stralght  man, who
closed some time ago with Bllly Sharp’s
Company at the Camp Normoyle Theater,
Normoyle, Tex., is now sojourning in
Ban Antonio.

+ HARRY HALLAN (Harry K. Welling-
ton) has teamed- with Charles J. Mack,
formerly of the old team of Murray and
Mack, and the two are doing a-double
black routine in and around Cincinnati,

FRANK (RED) FLETCHER, who joinéd
the Marshall Walker Company at, the
Lyceum, Columbus, O., several weeks ago,
has closed, with the attraction and is
now hobnobblng in Springfield, O.

AL AUDRY. tramp comic, closed re-
cently with the Doyle-Brown Cémpany
in Indianapolis, and is now at his home

in JackSon, Mich. He expects to Jjoin
his partner, Al Mandel, In New York
soon. ’

HAP RAY and Corhpany are still at
the Savoy Theater, Louisville, Ky., with
business holding up as well as can be
expected under the conditions. The Ray
players dtew good crowds over the holi-
aays.

MAX GOLDEN, formerly associated in
the tabloid industry with the veteran
Claude (Kid) Long, and who later piloted
the Buzzin' Around Company over the
Gus Sun. Circult for a number of sea-
sons, has retired temporarily from .the
tabloid gime, and is now engaged in the
edvertisilng business in his home town,
Boston. Mag- assuies us that he will be
back in tébloids if the game ever picks
up.

TINY. HUFF, former chorister with
various Southern tabloid organlzations,
is now sbubret with Jean Bedinl's 20th
Century Maids on theé Mutual Burlesque
Circuit. Tiny also is featured with her
husband, Harry Ryan, in dante special-
ties. Ann Simon, now sporting the mon-
icker of Shirley Palmer, and Buster
House, both formerly of tabdom, also are
with the 20th Century Maids. During
the show’s engagement in Cincinnati
last Week, Tiny, Shirley and Buster en-
joyed a pleasant yisit with Kewpie and
Ruth Chdndler. The trio was formerly
with the Chandler show in the South.’
Kewpie Chandler is still clerking it ‘at
thé Braxton Hotel in Cincy. The girls
are anxious to learn wheat has become
of their many old tabloid friems,

“SeaBee”” Hayworth Show "
Reopens in Burlington, N. C.

“SeaBee” Hayworth's Pe’pper Box Re-
vue, which was forced to close for eight
days recently, due to the serious’ illness
of Managér Hayworth's mother, Mrs, E. -
P. Hayworth, and the confinement in a
High Point, N. C., hospital of his wife,
Marion Andrews, who recently sustalned
a serlous spine injury in a fall at Lex-
lngton. N. C., reopened New Year's Day
at the Carolina Theater, Burlington,
N. C.

In the present Pepper Boa: lineup are
‘“‘SeaBee” Hayworth, owner and featured
comedian; “Boots” Walton, black-face
comic; Marion Andrews, soubret; Jack
Duvarney, straights; Harry Duvall, gen-
eral business; Ernie DeKalb, characters
and dancing specialties, arid Art Almond,
musical director. The chorines are Ros-
alle Johnson, Chubby -Sarrow, Mary Rice,
Peggy Stafford, Babe Anderson and

Mickije Duvall,
£y

I've found the solution~—it's-a "cross be-
tween burlesque and musical comedy,
with the proper kind of handling. Make
your presentations pPeppy, but neat—
snappy, but clean.”

Vlrgll Smer
In 15th Week

Ada Meade enjoying most
prosperous season - with
“Syncopated Steppers”

ager;

LEXINGTON, Ky. Jan. 10.—Virgil E.
Siner’s Syncopated Siteppers Company
is now in its 18th week at the Ada
Meade Theater here, with no end of its
run in sight. Harmony has prevailed on
the Siner attraction sihce it first opened
in Lexington, and not & week has passed
without the salary list belng pald In full,

“Despite the fact that most business
enterprises are suffering from the finan-
cial depression, we are still playing to
good houses daily, while ehjoying our
most prosperous season,” Robert J. Allen,
Ada Meade médnager, announces. “We
soared to & mew house record on Christ-
mas Day, with a continuous standout
from 2 o'clock in the afternoon until 9
at night.”

Manager Siner is one of the few that
has kept his tabloid attraction going at
normal speed this season, and too muicli
credit cannot be given him in his effort
to keep his “In the flesh” show .before
the public. A recent addition to his
lineup {s a male jazz orchestra, around
which numerous flashy stage presenta-
tions have been bullt,

Manager R. J.-Allen describes the Slner
show as “the best tablold company I
have ever seen framed.”

Arthur Hauk Ending
Run in Sp’rlngfleld 0.

SPRINGFIELD, O., Jan. 12—Arthir
Hauk's Sunshine Revue Is In its fourth
and final week at Sun's Band Box Thea-
ter here, and will be followed in Sunday
by.a minstrel revue, featuring “Red”
Grange, famous football star. The latter
attraction will play here four days, and
will be followed, In all probability, by
another tabloid musical comedy:

The Hauk organization made many
friends during its run at the Band Box,
and it is with regret that the local thea-
tergoers see it leave here, Up- to press
time it could not be learned where the
company will go from Springfield. ;

With a string of entertaining bills and
good specialties, presented by a talented
cast and a dazzling chorus of 12 girls,
the Hauk company won itself much fa-
vorable commeént from the local press
and public allke. -With one.or two eg-
ceptions, the Hauk cast has remained
the safne for -several years.

Fred Kramér Producing

Y

WEST MONROE, La., Jan, 10.—Fred
(Chic). Kramer, black-face comedian, is
here producing a tabloid attraction for
the Kelly Amusement Company, to open
at the Happy Hour Theater, this city,
-within the next two weeks. «The show
will play the latter stand indefinltély,
and will later move into the other Kelly
houses in this territory. “Chic” and
‘Heloise Kramer are at present at the
Kelly theaters with their black and tan

.act,

o

Jack Russell .Company’
At Grand, El Paso, Tex.

EL PASO, Tex., Jan. 10—The Jack
Russell Musical Comedy Conmipany, late
of the Majestic Theater, Los Angeles, has
opened an indefinite run here at the
Texas Grand Theater. The company is
offering musical shows, featuring the
Duva Sisters, dance team, and-the Gold-
en QGate Quartet.

The company {s composed of Jack
Russell, owner;: Frank H. Russell, man-
Evelyn 'du Fresne, Joagn Burnea,
Florence Spurrier, Garrett Prflce, George
W. Stanley, Ted Ellmark, Med Anderson,

(See JACK RUSSELL on page 27)

By BILL SACHS [
. r
Office) e

ESPECT of the performers for the't
manager, and vice versa, is one of the ¥
foremost essentlals for a successful ¥

tabloid organization, but, unfortunately, "
is one practice that is given all too little

(Cincinnati

attention. Without respect and without
discipline, which breeds from the formeij. -
a company cannot hope to reach any, -
great helghts.

* - *

Look at the present-day tabloids. Se-i
lect those that are forging ahead, despit
the tremepdous handicap of the depresz%
slon, and you wu’l find a company thnﬁ;
is headed by a manager that commands
a certain amount of respect from his,
people and who, In twrn, values hls,
players and treats them accordingly. On,‘
the other hand, select at random ‘almost
any of the “turkey” outfits, and’ Lyou
will not that, in the majority of the
cases, there isn't a semblance. of respect_‘

on elther side.

- “ .
. * *

4
Of the present-day tabloid managérs -
we know of none that commands more
respect from hls people, as well as from
the various house managers, than does
Arthur Hauk, current with his show at-!
the Band Box, Springfield, O., Hauk~ig(
a veteran In the tabloid industry. A
gentleman in every respect, a prince:pf
a fellow with his people and blessed with,
high ideals, he is Often referred to as
“the model tablold manager.” All his
good traits are reflected in his presenta-
tion. \ House managers look to Arthun,
Hauk as always having & good show, an
he rarely, if ever, disappolints,
L ~® L] ’r
And all of his success can be lald
dlrectly to two things—dlscipline an
respect. He has a code of “ethics for hig
people to follow and Inslsts that they be ﬂ
strictly adhered to. And what's more,g

‘he is 2 shinglng example for his players.

Hée lives up to his own laws. That”
how he gains the respect of his people\
and of those with whom he does busi-
ness. He makes it a pleasure for people”
to work for him, with the result tham"
changes in his cast are exceedingly rs.ro;
With one or two.exceptions his present
personnel has been the same for the last;
several seasons. That is another rea.son
why the so-called depression has_ had
very little effect on the Arthur Hauk
operations. The company has been “out

* on its present tour since early theL past

summer and is still going strong.
L - -

Operators of tabloid attractions could
greatly benefit themselves by emulating
the managerial practices of Arthur Hauk»
But, remember, you cannot expect your®
players to live up to your rulés and,
regulations and to respect you to any
great length if you, yourself, do nét have
sufficient character and will power to*
adhere to them. A3 the manager goes,
80 go, in most instances, the playéis é'nd.
the destiny of the company.

7

-

WHAT HAS BECOME of the Sanford
Revue, which formerly held forth at‘the
Lyric Theater, Ft. Dodge, Ia.? )

t

BE A BOOSTER FOR MILT SCHUSTER

WANTED—Burlesque People in all tnes,
36 W. Randolph St., (Suite 6505) Chicago

‘Wanted Quick

Singing Stralght ‘Man, "Musical Teams, experfenced

Chorus Glirls. /People- with cars preferred. ‘Above
must be sober and reliable. No tickets. Been stung
three times. Wire

Silence a  polite negative
SEABEE, HAYWORTH, High Point, N.
——c

AT LIBERTY—OTTO HOI.I.AND

Singing and Dancing Blackface and Eccentric
Comic. Wife Ingenue and chm-aclers Wire or
write 703 N. Highland Ave,, Mempbis, Tenn.

O
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Dude Arthur
In Stock Run

Show Dbegins indefinite
stay at Grande, Corpus
Christi, Tex.

CORPUS CHRISTI, Tex., Jan. 12.—Ar-
thur's Comedians, Dude Arthur, owner
and manager, opened vesterday at the
R. & R. Grande Theater here for an in-
definite engagement. The company will
present three changes of program g week,
with one show a night, and a matinee on
Saturday and Sunday. Prices have been
scaled at 10, 20 and 30 cents. Things
look rosy here for the Arthur organiza-
tlon. The Grande has a liberal seating
capacity, and conditions in general have
perked up considerably in Corpus Chris-
ti in the last month.

Comprising the Arthur roster are Dude
Arthur, owner-manager and comedian:
Polly Arthur, treasurer and general busi-
ness; Eddie Graves, business meanager
and banners; W. H. Cummings, stage
manager; J. O. Bell, musical director;
Harry Wolford, master of ceremonies; W.
C. Cumminhgs, props; Mary Shelle, leads;
Ben Wilson, general business; Tessie Wil-
son, leads: Buster Shelle, heavies; B. H.
Bernett, leads.

‘The show laid off for one month over
tlic holidays, and every one is rested
and determined to give s best for 1931.
The roster remains the same as in the
past, with cne or two exceptions.

When the show is on the roacd Bob
Clark has charge of the big top, assisted
by Happy Jack. Beulah Cummings, Hat-
tie Wolford and Hattie Bell handle the
front door. = A seven-piece band and an
elght-piece stage orchestra for presenta-
tion are road features.

Lightfoot and Adell Will
Tour With Minstrel Troupe

PORTSMOUTH, O., Jan. 10.—Andy T.
Lightfoot and wife, Myrtle Adell, promi-
nent in repertoire circles, are located for
the winter at their home here. They
lhave been putting in the cold months
producing amateur shows in Portsmouth
and swrounding territory.

They put on the Grotto Minstrels here
New Year's Day, afternoon and night,
and the attraction drew capacity erowds.
Lightfoot and Adell have booked several
towns within-a radius of 50 miles from
Portsmouth and will take the minstrel
unit on tour thru this section. The
company carries a chorus of 50 men,
also a 30-piece band and orchestra.

Harrison Show Clicking
In Plattsburg, Mo., Run

PLATTSBURG, Mo., Jan. 12.—Hairison
Stock Company, repertoire organization
out of Kansas City, Mo, is now in its
sixth week of an indefinite engagement
at the Platisburg Opera House, operated
by C. H. Thompson and M. J. Trimble.
The company is doing three bills a week
at popular prices.

Messrs. Thompson and Trimble In-
stalled the Harrison show as a method
of combating the talking pictures, and
they are elated with the results the
company has obtained to date. Business
has been highly satistactory, they state.
The Opera House was operated as 2a
straight movie house for meny years,
and the local theatergoers evidently
are welcoming the change.

Ernie Marks Is Mayor

OSHAWA, Ont., Jan. 10.—Ernie Marks,
local theater proprietor, and formerly of
the Marks Brothers’ repertoire company,
which for many years toured the Cana-
dlen provinces, Monday was elegted
mayor of Oshawa, with a plurality of 101
votes over the total polled by the two
other candidates. Marks is an ex-alder-
man here.

- - L Iy

P

THE
Margy and Chet, who closed recently

DANCING  UHERBERTS,
with the Hila Morgan Players un-
der canvas, and now instructing a
class in dancing at the University of
Arkansas, Fayetteville, Ark., for the
balance of the winter.

R. L. Milligan Revives
Memories of ““Tom” Days

“I have been reading with great in-
terest in tlie showman's best friend, The
Pillboard, articles written by G. E. May
and others about our mutual friend, the
late L. W. Washburn,” writes R. L. Milli-
gan, a comedian of the old school, who
in the past has trouped with various
Washburn companies.

Milligan recites many pleasant. memo-
ries of the past, and recalls the names of
many of the oldtimers, He writes, in
part, as follows:

“I regret the passing of L. W. Wash-
byrn very inuch. He gave everyons
working for him a square deal. You al-
ways got your money with him. His
several ‘Tom' shows were a standing
credit to his ability as a showman. . His
shows were the leading ones of the day,
and they Invariably got the business.

“I joined Washburn the first season
of 1882-'63 in Altoona, Pa. to play
George Harris and George Shelby. The
show then was called Abbey's Uncle
Tom’s Cabin Company. James Hughes,
of Philadelphia, was stage manager.
Harry Todd, brother of William Elliot
‘Todd, poet-actor, also was on the show,
and did a funny little Marks. The Clark
Bros.” colored orchestra, of Philadelphia,
worked the stage in plantation scenes,
It was a good little show and did a
splendid business.

“I joihed him agein when we were
both a little more aged (I am 74 now).
Then the show was called Stetson’s Big
Double Uncle Tom’s Cabin Company.
That was in 1907-°08, and J. W. Brown-
lee was traveling manager. Others in
the troupe at the time were Clark Bar-
ton, second Marks; Ed Espey, a fine col-
ored Tom, of Schenectady, N. Y.; Frank
Halstead, playing Phineas, and others.
I dig first Marks.

*“I was with Washburn again in 1910-
'11. William Reep wes traveling man-
ager. I again did flrst Marks; Joe Hall,
of Lowell, Mass.,, was second Marks, and
George Wilson, of Willlamsport, Pa.,
George Harris and Legree.

“Washburn dearly loved his little jokes,
and he knew how to hand them out like
everything else.”

Milligan incloses with his letter a pro.
gram of the Washburn Tom of the sea-
son 1907-'08. Included in the roster
were Ed Espey, Frank Halstead, C. E.
Wheaples, Lou Brooks, R. L. Milligan, C.
Downing, Stephen Benson, Ben Noaer,
Fred Ladon, Lew Seeker, Willie Wyckoff,
Henry Miller, Gus Golns, Cora Devon-
shire, Florence LeFevre, Mattie Francis,
Debbie Teal, May Lawless and Ada Bolas.

D. OTTO HITNER'S Cotton Blossom
Showboat. has moved from its berth In
the Industrial Canal, New Orleans, to the
Bienville street wharf, that city. The
troupe has been doing well since opening
in New Orleans.

Menke Players
Score Huge Hit

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 10—Ken Wood-
ward, of the Penn State Amusement
Company, of TUniontown, near here,
puiled a fast one last week when he en-
gaged the actors of Captain J. W.
Menke's Golden Rod Showboat for a
New Year's Eve show at the State Thea-
ter, Uniontown. Menke’s troupe had
been hanging around here for weekss
lhoping that Director of Public Safety
Clark might rescind his ban on the
floating palace because, he said, it did
not meet with the fire regulations,

Woodward engaged the actors to put
on Tildy Ann, billed them above every- ¢
thing else at the State, and they were
such a hit that the Menke aggregation
was retained for the remainder of the
week.

Capacity houses continued to greet
Tildy Ann thruout the Uniontown en-
gagement, and the management is even
now considering bringing the Golden
Rod players back indefinitely.

Norman V. Gray Ready
For 1931 Tent Season

Norman kf Gray, of the Darr-Gray
Stock Company, is back home in Rock-
ford, 1Il.; after what he describes as a
“motor trip of a lifetime thru the West”.
At present he is taking things ecasy,
waiting for the spring. He is keeping
in condition by bowling, reading plays
and getting things lined up for an early

opening.
“Have practically all our people
signed,” Gray says, “and we are just

waiting for Old Man Winter to retire,
and we'll be all ready to start out.
One hears lots of talk about conditions
and the hopelessness of show business,
but I truly believe that the right shows
will get their share, as always, next
season. However, one will have to have
something to sell the natives of the
small towns are now more discriminat-
ing, and will not buy inferior brands of
amusement. We are planning several
new ideas, but good plays, staged prop-
erly and played as the author intended
it, will be.our main stock in trade.

“We closed the Darr-Gray compaly
early last fall, owing ta conditions., Our
territory was absolutely burned up by
drought, and it would have been suicide
to continue. After storing the outfit
and resting a few weeks four of us
loaded the auto ang started west. We
visited the bad lands and Black Hills of
South Dakota. Then thru Wyoming into
Cody and Yellowstone Park, on to Wash-
ington. Spent filve weeks in Seattle,
visiting two brothers, a siste’ and a host
of relatlons and friends. Then South
thru Oregon and California, and spent
10 daeys with friends and relatives in
Los Angeles, Met a lot of trouper
friends in Hollywood. Drove nearly 9.000
miles, with only two flats and a busted
fan beit. All in all, it was a trip of a
lifetime.” 5

Carl E. Neel Visiting
With Oldtimers on Coast

LONG BEACH, Calif.,, Jan. 10.—Carl E.
Neel, who recently celebrated his 72d
kirthday, and for the past 15 winters
and summers on the James Adams Floal-
ing Theater, which ended its season re-
cently at Alexandria, Va., is taking an
extended vacation trip, and at present is
visiting here with some of the boys and
girls he trouped with in the long ago.
He will spend the greater part of the
winter in Southern Celifornia, returning
to the East in time o prepare for the
James Adams opening early In the
spring.

During his stay here this week Neel
was royally entertained by members of
Herbert Clark’s Municipal Band, made
up of many veteran troupers, and Neel
derlved a great deal of pleasure In
swapping stories of the good old days
with ihe varlous members. Neel has
beenr in trouper harness for nigh onto
60 years.

By BILL SACHS
(Cincinpati Office)

AVE you ever given a thought to
what a real, old-fashioned showboat
would do on the rivers in the New

York territory? The folks up that way
have never had the opportunity or pleas-
ure to look upon & real, honest-to-good-
ness fioating theater such as plies the
‘Ohio and Mississippi, and, unless we are
sadly. mistaken, the folks up that way
are dying for a chance to witness a per-
formance of such a boat show troupe.
They, too, have read Edna Ferber's novel
and looked at the sound film, Showboat,
and hence are just as interested in the
floating theaters as are the natives of
the larger cities along the Ohio and
Mississippi.

We know of one well-known showboat
operator who had the idea of taking his
boat into the New York territory, but
when indquiry - showed that the -cost
would be prohibitive to move the boal
there from the Middle West he gave it
up. It seems that the boats are in no
condition to be towed thru by their own
steamboals, as it is necessary to pass
thru water for which the inland river
craft are not adapted. However, the
showboats could be moved thru on an
especially constructed submerglible steel
barge, but this, we understand, would
entail an expenditure of close to $50,000.
This is too great an overhead to take on
for a starter.

However, there is nothing to prevent
an enterprising showman from building
a showboat modeled atter the real
thing on one of the rivers arouixl New
York; line up a cast of real showboat
performers and work the towns in that
section with a string of the well-known
showboat dramas. There's an idea for
some go-get-‘em showman. The cost
would not be great, and the chances for
success are 100 to 1. It looks like a
mopup for the gentleman with the
necessary cash and the gumption to try
it.

EPERTOIRE performers are mourhDe
ing the recent passing of two veter-
ans of the industry—Wwilliam “I. Lis-

ter and Ed C. Nutt. Lister was part
owner of the Chase-Lister Company, one
of the oldest tent repertoire organize-
tions on the road, and Nutt for- many
years plloted his own canvas company
thru the Mid-Western territory, They
were of the old school, the squarest of
shooters and dearly beloved by their
contemporaries. While the tent show
industry will move along without them
their presence will be sadly missed.
There are too few managers of the Lister
and Nutt type in the game.

AKE it a habit to glance thru the

Letter List, which appears in each

issue of this magazine. The Bill-
board maintains its meil department as
a special s}ervlce to performers, at con-
siderable expense, and the 'performers
owe 1t to themselves, as well as The Bill-
board, to co-operate in hastening the
mail forward, If you see a letter adver-
tised for you, don't delay, but send 2
posteard listing your forwarding address
to the respective office.

—_————_——————
Billy ‘Camble in Crash

DOTHAN, Ala., Jan. 10,—Billy Camble,
of the team of Camble and Leighton,
formerly with the Milt Tobert Show, Is
confined at the Frazier Ellis Hospital, ’
this city, ‘as the result of injurles sus-
talned recently when a freight train
backed into his car at a crossing here.
Camble 15 suffering from a broken nose,
broken kneecap and cuts and bruilses
about the face and body. The Cambles
are operating Shamrock Inn, a chicken
dinner and gance place in Dothan.
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Dancing Goodwins Doing
Well With Own Company

The Dancing Goodwlns, who for the
jast six months have been operating
their own tent organization, the Good-
win-Stevens Company, thru the Texas
country, report that things have been
rolling along fairly satisfactory with the
troupe, with “business up and halfway
dowl1l, but never down.”

“We have no kick coming,’ Manager
Mae Goodwin pens. “We are further
ahead than if we had been working on a
salary, and then, too, we are our own
boss. We didn't even close for Christ-
mas, but enjoyed good business all thru
the holidays. We are carrying eight
people.”

Stetson Bros.” “Tom’® Folds

Stetson Bros." Uncle Tom's Cabin
Company, which took to the road several
months ago under the guidance of Tom
Alton, veteran agent, is reported to have
closed recently due to ‘poor business.
Aiton, it is reported, is framing a minia-
ture musical stock show to play in and
around the Cleveland territory.

Rep. Tattles

TOMMY WINDSOR, the past summer
with Brownie’s Comedians under canvas
thru Ohio and Kentucky, is wintering
at his home in Marietta, O. He is spend-
ing his spare moments changing his spe-
clalties in preparation for the 1931 tent
season. Windsor boasts of doing six dif.
ferent— specialties, each of a different
nature. They are magic, rag pictures,
cartooning, ventrilogquism, paper tearing
with songs and stories and juggling.

HARVEY REESE, since the closing of
Lee Levant’s Tent Show last September,
has been playing indoor attractions and
clubs in and around Cedar Rapids, Ia.,
and keeping fairly busy. Harvey spent
Christmas week with relatives at Du-
buque, Ia.,, and for New Year's week
moved in on other kin folk at Marion,
Ja. He expects to be back with the
Levant Show when it takes to the road
early in the spring. "Met Curly Monet
in Toledo, O., recently,” Reese pipes,
“and he Informed me there was a re-
port out that I had been kilied In an

auto wreck. Well, I'm still here and
still doing bumps.”
THE MUSICAIL: ROWANS, who have

been with the Carolina Players and the
Al H. Miller Show for the last several
seasons, are how playing dances and
vaudeville dates thru Oregon.

“SKIPPY” LaMORE, of LaMore's Co-
medians, is mourning the loss of his pet
marmoset, Ritzy, which he has used in
his vaudeville act for the last four years.

LOLA E. PAINTER and son, Frederick,
have gone to Florida to spend at least
part of the winter season there. Miss
Painter closed recently with 2 stock
company in Birmingham, Ala,

BILLY BRYANT, of the Bryant éhow-
boat, postcards from Chicago that he
will be in Cincinnati this week with
some interesting news for the page.

CLYDE J. WHITE and wife have closed
with the Stetson Bros.’ Uncle Tom's
Cabin Company and have returned to
their home in Vicla, Ill. White was do-
ing Phineas and Legree and also serving
as stage manager with the Stetson
troupe. Mrs. White was dping Topsy.

HARRY S. WARNER, who closed re-
cently with the Bunny Stricker Players,
is spending the winter at his home in
West Columbia, Tex. Warner reports
that the weather has been excellent in
that section so far this winter, while
conditjons, he says, are vastly better
than they are in the East.

BEING ILL seems to agree with Bob
Sherman, writer of numerous repertoire
Plays. Altho he has been confined to
his bed since early last fall with ulcers

of the stomacn, he has found time to
sit up and knock out on his typewriter
10 new plays. The Lane Shankland
Show, now in circle stock, recently pre-
sented for the first time his new comedy
dramg, Chickens Prejerred. Mae Edwards
and Chase-Lister have leased it for the
next canvas season. Wallace Bruce is
trylng out another of Sherman's plays,
Nice Girls Don’t. Bob is slated to under-
go an operation in the very near future.

GREEN AND ANDERSON have been
playing independent vaudeville thru
Sbuthern Ohio and Indiana since closing
with the Shannon rayers Iin the fall.
They are now playing for their fourth
week in and around Indianapolis. “Busi-
ness not so good,  but we still have
hopes,” Harley A. Green writes.

LAST WEEK it was reported in these
columns that the Allen Bros.’ Stock
Compeany would comimelice & permanent
stock engagement at the Auditorium,
Hot Springs. Ark., January 12. It should
have read Roscoe (Nig) Allen’s Own
Show.

LESTER AYRES, severely injured in an
accident recently. wants his friends to
know that he is well on the way to re-
covery at his home, 4242 Tracy avenue,
Kansas City, Mo., and will soon be back
in harness. He was confined for several
weeks at the Wesley Hospital in that
city.

FRED J. NEWELL. informs that he has
=signed to pilot the Rosalie Nash Players,
18-people motorized repertoire company,
on g tour thru Eastern Virginia, Mary-
land, Pennsylvania and New York, start-
ing in the spring. A band and orchestra
will be featured, Newell says, and the
show will carry a complete line of
scenery and electrical effects.

BABE MALCOLM and Austin Rush are
being kept busy on club and radio work
in Denver. They have been there for
four weeks.

JACK RUSSELL—m
(Continucd from page 25)

Ted Arbeeley and Lester Everson, Eddle

Young Is chorus director; Lester Stevens,

musical director; Ralph Neiblas, scenic

artist, and Madge Kinder, wardrobe mis-

tress. . There are 16 girls in the line,
Business during New Year's week was

off. but the show promises to click. It
is obvious, however, that El Pasoans look
askance ai givl shows.

Maybelle Clark Injured

BETHLELIEM. Pa., Jan. 10.-—Maybelle
Clark, for several years teamed in tab-
leid withh Neal Leible. straight man, is in
a serlous conqlition at St. Luke’s Hospital
here, suffering with a broken back and
other ‘iinjuries sustained recently in an
automobile accident?near this city. Rid-
ing in the car with Miss Clark were
Jerome J. Dc¢hmore, of Brooklyn, and
Marie Ekiff and Agnes Gillen, performers,
The three glrls were left stranded with
the Harry Lewis Echoes of Broadway
Company in Ashland, Pa., and were be-
ing given a “lift” to New York when the
accident occurred.

“Dream Babies” To Tour
Thru Ohio and Indiana

Nation & Hagwood's Dream Babies, 11-
people tabloid, which began operation re-
cently at the Riverdale Theater, River-
dale, suburb of Dayton, O,, will tour thru
Ohio and Indiana for the balance of the
winter season, Jack Nation, manager,
stated in a visit to the tablold desk last
week.

In the company personnel are Jack

Hagwood, straights; Jack Nation and
Delmar Reddick, comics; May Nation,
characters; Peggy Wilson, ingenue, and

Dorothy Wilson, Freida Wendle, Betty
Cox, Mildred Bashou, Jean Bashou and
Faye Smith, choristers.

Charles Bengar Revue Set

SYRACUSE, N. Y., Jan. 10.—Charles,
Bengar and his Step Lively Girls Revue
is the current floor attraction at the
Asta Cafe, this city. The unit will re-
main here indefinitely. On New Year's
Eve the show doubled at the DeWitt
Theater here. In the Step Lively cast
are Charles Bengar, producing comedian;
Al Apac, characters; Howard Wilmot,
master of ceremopies; Claude Warren,
leader; Helen Wills, soubret; Virginia
Davie, ingenue; Helen Apac, specialties,
There are eight girls in line.

Kansas City Ripples

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Jan, 10.—Quite a
number of reports from Corpus Christi,
Téx., indicate a large number of show-
folk spent the holiday season in that
popular gulf resort. A few of the Mid-
western visitors to that city were Mr. and
Mrs. E. A. Harrington. Mr. and Mrs.
Harry F. Miller, Mrs. James Andrews and
baby, Jim Pennington, Glen Loomis and
family, Mr. and Mrs. Jess Myers and
Mr. and Mrs. Dude Arthur, with a large
number of their company.

W. 'LORIS SMITH, who operates a
show in the Dakotas in the summer sea-
son, was a Kansas City visitor this week,
accompanied by Mrs. Smith. They con-
template leaving for Phoenix, Ariz., with-
in the next few days.

W. H. (BILL) BRUNO left the city
for Pierre, S. D. where he was called
to the bedside of his mother, who Is
seriously ill. Bruno’s mother is advanced
in years and her condition ®is reported
critical.

RUSSELL MURDOCK, of the Murdock
Play Bureau, Leavenworth, Kan., left for
California early this week on business,

GINGER PEARSON is a recent addi-
tion to the cast of one of the Duffy coma.
panies in San Francisco.

P. C. FRANKLIN, who was ldentified
with Harvall's Uncle Tom's Cabin Com-
pany the past season, 1s connected with
Lyric Theater in Tulsa, Okla, for the
winter months.

DOROTHY RAY is in the Methodist
Hospital, Omaha, Neb., havihg been oper-
ated on recently. She would like to hear
from her friends. Her address is 3910
Harney street, Omaha.

LILLIAN SHREWSBURY and Loutse

La Bat, after the closing of the Toby
Brown Show in Texarkana, Tex., are back
in the city.

JOHN AND MONA RAPIER, last sea-
son with the J, Doug Morgan Show, ar-
rived in the city early this week after
a holiday vistt with Mrs. Rapler's mother
in London, Ont.

ORION MARR and wife, last season
with the Hazel Hurd Players, arrived
here late last week from Western Okla-
noma.

NED WRIGHT, who during the sum-
mel seasoll was with Edgar Jones Stock
Company, and with Neil Schaffner pre-
vious to the holidays, is back in the city
after a trip to New York and other
Eastern points. Kansas City is Wright's
home.

EDGAR JONES, now manager of onhe
of Dickinson’s theaters in Junction City,
Kan., was a visitor in Kansas Clty Sun-
day.

LUCILLE YOUNG, accordionist, is now
connected with a recently organized girl
orchestra, playing iocal dances and clubs.

Look thru the letter list.

Gilberts Over KLZ, Denver

DENVER, Jan. 10—Billy B. and Lor-
raine Gilbert, erstwhile tabloiders, are
dolng a 10-minute hokum comedy double
sketch every other morning over Station
KLZ here for the May Compeany, local
department store. They are booked in-
definitely at the local broadcastng works.
Gilbert is a tabloid producing comic and
appeared in stock last season in Indian-
apolis.

“Icebound” for New Orleans

NEW ORLEANS, Jan. 10—The flesh
(drama is carrying on this season with
fine success at Le Petit Theater du
Vieux Calre. For the week of January
18 the compaly will present Owen Davis’
Icebound. Director Froome put this play
into rehearsal before Prunella finished
its run. He is following the custom of
trylng out several dasts before choosing
the players.

LEONA POWERS has joined the Arthur
Casey Players at Houston, Tex, as leading
womean, succeeding Barbara Weeks, who
goes to Dallas to join the stock company
of James J, Hayden, of Brockton, Mass.
Miss Powers opened with Skidding, fol=
lowed by Nancy’s Private Affair. Ann
Constant is new second woman of the lo-
cal stock company.

200 3-COLOR

WINDOW $10_

CARDS

14x22 In., 6-Ply, Non-Bending.
SPECIAL GET ACQUAINTED OFFFER.

Your own copy. Wonderful flash, very attrac-
tive. 20 words or less composmnn' each extra
word, &¢. Twenty-four-hour service. Cash with
order. Wire your order NO or write for

W,
Samples. New Route Book and Price List.

CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING CO.
MASON ITY, IOWA
Real Show Printers—Established 20 Years,

OPERA HOSE
Nationally known brand. Finest qual-
ity, $3.75 per pair. White and Flesh

in stock, all ‘sizes,
DOROTHEA ANTEL
226 West 72d St., New York, N. Y.

LOW
PRICES
QUICK
SERVICE.
300 LOW ROYALTY PLAYS
PEOPLE FURNISHED. Ask for list.
SON MAKE-UP. Full line. Write, wire, phone

EARL F. SIMPSON THEATRICAL EXCHBANGE.
Gayety Theatre Bldg., Kansas City, Mo,

WANTED_FOR 10TH SEASON TILTON-
GUTHRIE PLAYE ,
Versatile people in all lnes for coming on.
People who really do good Vaudeville. Speclaltles
and are willing to do them. Also Feature Drume
mer with good singing voice, to double Stage.
Salaries must be in keaplng wlth the times. Don’t
misrepresent, for you won't last. State correct age.
g’rlte. %olnt wire. Address M. R. TILTON, La
arpe, IIl.

BOSS CANVASMAN WANTED.
Show been out one year. Moves every three weeks,
Must be A-1 Repair Man, quick put up and take
down, Booze means notice. «Salary must be rlzht
MUSICIANS—Drums, Bax, Trumpet,
Those doubling two Instruments preferred.
low but sure. If you want big money, don't answer.
JIMMIE HULL'S COMEDIANS, Beeville, Tex.

AT LIBERTY__A -1 Trombone, B. & O..

Repertoire. Sight rcruler
Plenty Hokum. Small Parts. Have own car. GO
anywhere. Join at once. Write LEE WALTERS,
Forum, Ark.; wire Eurcka Springs, Ark.

GLADYS MAE AT LIBERTY
Ingenues, Leads or Characters. Double real Plano,
and three Singing Specialties, Age, 29; 5 ft., 45&
120 lbs. Equity. Only rcliable shows. Salary your

» GLADYS MAE, 1900 E. 8th St., Pine Bluff,

eapest GOOD TICEET on the Market.

ROLL TICKETS

Printed to Your Order

Cheapest GOOD TICKET on the

Keystone Ticket G0., snametin Pa.

Cash With Order—No C. 0. D.

100,000 for

Market
10,000...% 5. 80
20,000... 6.50
50.000... B.5%

$12:5¢

Stock Tlckets Any Assortment, $10.50 for 100,000
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Stock Booms

In Salt Lake

Hale-Munier Players click
merrily after getting off
to good start

SALT LAKE CITY, Jan, 10.—The flesh
drama in Salt Lake City has apparently

been glven a new start by the Hale-

Munier Players and is regaining its old-
time popularity, altho Apron Strings, the
change of bill at the New Year's matinee,
did not draw as heavily as the merit of
the production warranted. Business
from the start, however, has been big.

‘The reopening of the Playhouse was
the cause of general rejoicing and a
steadily increasing patronage is assured.
The prices seem to satisfy, ranging from
$1 down to 25 cents for night perform-
ances, and 25 and 50 cents for the Thurs-
day, Saturday and Sunday matinees. The
idea of changing the bill in midweek
likewise was pleasing to patrons.

The house orchestra adds materially
to the pleasure of the pley patrons. Ben
Bullough has a group of fiye capable in-
strumentalists in the pit.

Manager Hale stepped into the Ilead
for the production of Apron Sirings and
gcored an individual success. Charlotte
Treadway also gave an outstanding per-
formance.

Following Apron Strings this week
came The Torch Song, which clicked sub-
stantlally. The Hale-Munier Company
Includes a mnumber of widely popular
stock players, among them -Charlotte
Treadway, Cameron Prud’homme, Julla

‘Dillon, Fanchon Everhart, Cyril Delevanti,

Ferdinand Munier, Morris Foster, Dona
Earl, John Dewees and Manager Hale,
who plays juvenile leads. It is con-
fidently expected that Salt Lake Cilty's
problem of supporting the spoken play
has been solved by the new stock.

Casey Prospering
At Palace, Houston

HOUSTON, Tex., Jan. 10. — Following
the excellent run of holiday business at
the Palace Theater, the Arthur Casey
Players are stlll drawing big business, all
things considered. Announcement is
made that the season of stock will con-
tinue until early in May.

Arthur Casey recently returned froin a
trip to New York, where he secured an
exceptioneally strong list of plays for the
coming weeks. One of these is Death
Takes a Holiday; another, I¥'s a Wise
Child, and later will come Strictly Dis-
honorable, Bird in Hand, Dracula and
other big successes.

“Solid South” for Boston

BOSTON, Jan. 10.—The stock at the
Copley Theater played a second week of
Rebound to excellent business. Follow-
ing mext week is Solid South, recently
seen on Broadway with Richard Bennets,
which should prove a good draw. Good
performances in Rebound are credited
to Vera Allen, Walter Abel, Anne Sey-
mour, Eloise Stream, Kirk Ames and

' Robert Henderson.

New Stock for Worcester

WORCESTER, Mass., Jan. 12.—Joseph
Solly, who has been associated with
stock companies for the last 20 years, has
leased the Worcester Theater and will
open on January 19 with Apron Sirings.
Solly has banded together a company of
well-known players, including Franklin
George, Beatrice Howarth, Kitty Cosgirff,
Audrey Davls, Marianne Risdon, Grant
Gordon and Harry Fischer. For the
opening Week Solly has secured the
services of Jefferson De Angells and
Richard Pryor to appear in their
original roles. Noel Travers has been
engaged to stage the produections.

A. G. (BUZZ) BAINBRIDGE, one
of the most notable figures in the

dramatic stock field. New Year’s
week he celebrated the 20th anni-
versary of the Bainbridge Players.
He is operating the stock at the
Shubert Theater, Minneapolis, and,
in association with other interests,
the company at the Moore Theater,
Seattle, Wash.

Guest Star System
Success in Seattle-

SEATTLE, Wash., Jan, 12—The Bain-’

bridge Players are now in their 10th week
in Seattle at the Moore Theater. The
guest-star systermn has proved very suc-
cessful. Algce Brady did two weeks in
Rebound and Lulu Belle, and Pauline
Fredetick in The Scarlet Woman and The
Crimson Hour.

The productions are under the direc-
tion of Francis Sayles, who scored an
additional success as the doctor in White
Cargo last week. Sayles is a veteran in
the stock field of the East and this is his
first appearance on the Pacific Caast.
The Bainbridge Players include Jack

Paige, Carroll Daly, Edgar Reeves, John,

V. Moore, Andy Gunnard, Georgla Neese,
Dorothy Rich, Jessie Pringle and others.

Belmar and Hanley Lead
Stock at Wheeling, W. Va.

WHEELING, W. Va. Jan. 10.—After a
three months’ uninterrupted run the
Virginia Players have closed at the Vir-
ginia Theater here, and after being dark
three days for installation of new stage
equipment and renovation the house re-
opened with a new company of players
lheaded by Marie Belmar and Ray Hanley.

The opening bill was The Glorified
Girl. In addition to the new leads the
new company includes Charles Living-
stone, juvenile lead, retained from the
old company; Harriet Russell, ingenue;
Raymond Forth, characters, and Allan
Forth, his brother, who is held over
from the old company.

As an added feature a singing jazz
band will be lnstalled for the new run
of stock: This feature will be offered
between the acts. Dramatic stock has
been drawing well here and is expected
to increase with the opening of the new
company.

Luttringer Repeats Hit

SOMERVILLE, Mass., Jan. 10. — So
great was the success of The Desert Song
that the play was repeated for a second
week. Sally Serrand, who was brought
on from New York for the prima donna
role, repeated her great work of the first
week. Walter Greaza strengthened the
fine impression of the first week in the
part of The Red Shadow. In addition,
he sang it perfectly. Other members
of the stock company sHowed fine voices
and the members of the New York Com-
pany and the large chorus of fresh young
voices were again in evidence. -‘The aug-
mented orchestra played - the difficult
music with great understanding. The
whole production was made under the
direction of Al Luttringer.

Mary Hart
Swings Deal

Woman manager turns a
clever trick in securing
“Street Scene” from Brady

ST. LOUIS, Jan. 10.—Reinforced by
several visiting players, Mary Hart’s
resident company appeared this week in
Rebound, with Helen Flint in the leading
role and Owen Davis, Jr.; Pierre Watkin,
and Arthur Plerson conspicuously cast.

Announcement’ is made that Miss Hart
has securéd Street Scene, with 12 of the
company and the scenic production, for
presentation the week of January 18.
The road company closed in St. Louis
recently. The production was awaiting
shipment back to New York when Miss
Hart got William A. Brady on Ilong-
distance phone and rented the produc-
tion and acting rights. Miss Hart will
present the play for two weeks at the
Orpheum. Twelve members of the cast
of the road company were signed for the
two-week run.

Blanche Ring had been engaged as
guest star for the two weeks beginning
January 18 to play in Ladies of the Jury,
but satisfactory arrangements were made,
she consenting to a postponement of
her engagement. This is said to be the
first time that an important road pro-
duction was ever rented to a stock man-
ager in this manner following e local
engagement.

Stock Out at New Britain

NEW BRITAIN, Conn., Jan. 10.—Hope
of retaining a stock company in this
city has been abandoned. The Ctvic
Players, formerly the New York Players,
have disbanded and the members have
returned to New York. The company
came here three months ago as the New
York Players, sponsored by the Auhalt
Brothers.

STOCK NOTES

ITS ¥IRST SHOWING was given Shirt
Sleeves, new play by Mrs. Leoc West-
heimer, Cincinnati woman, by the Na-
tional Players at the Cox Theater, Cin-
cinneti, January - 11. Principal roles
were played by Robert. Bentley and
Peggy Fitch.

GEORGE SHARP brought Eugene
O’Brien, stage and screenh star, to Pitts-
burgh to play the lzgdlng role in the
new play, Hell Is Paved, which was given
its premiere last week by the stock at
the Pitt Theater. Lenita Lane was en-
gaged for the feminine lead. She will
remain as leading woman at the Pitt.

WILL. MAYLON, for a number of
years head of the Maylon Stock Company
in Spokane, during the holiday season
staged some 15 bouts of boxing for the
benefit of the Christmas charity fund.

BUZZ BAINBRIDGE, the presiding
genius of the Bainbridge Players, reports
that his revival of The Old Homestead
at the ShuRert, Minneapolis, last week
drew capacity business.
Players celebrated their 20th anniversary
and Bainbridge selected the old stage
evergreen as an appropriate offering.
Denman Thompson’s long-lived rural
drama attracted seat buyers who had
not entered a theater for many years,
Manager Bainbridge observed.

ELEANORE RELLA was especially en-
gaged by Roberson and Gifford, menagers
of the Kedzie Theater Stock Company,
Chicago, for the part of Buddy Bronson,
the soubret lead in The House of Fear,
The part was created by Cecil Spooner
in New York. For the last 15 years Miss
Rella and Reginald EKnorr have been
pleying their own comedy sketches in
vaudeville, billed as Knorr, Rella and
Company.

The Bainbridge _

By ROBERT GOLDEN

(Cincinnati Office)

ITH improved conditions in the

dramsatic stock field, managers or

operating companies are again
looking expectantly toward the associa-
tlon which was formed several years ago
for the parpose of placing their business
on & sound, practicable working basis.
There were various handicaps to finan-
cial success, which, it was believed at
that time, could be eliminated by or-
ganized effort. To this time the situa-
tion that then existed has not been
materially changed.

HE stock . managers formed thelr
association, however, at a period in
theatrical history when other theat-

’rical organizations, notably Equity and

the N. V. A, were no longer.making sub-
stantial progress. There were causes and
effects, which today are more easily com-
prehended than they were at that time,
militating against this newest of all the
theatrical protective associations. It is
easier to understand now why the Stock
Managers' Association made no great ad-
wance. Almost every branch of the
amusement business had begun to dis-
play distress signals because of the
formidable opposition created by the
talking pictures.

P THE progress of dramatic stock since
the beginning of the year is sustained,
there is still hope for results to be

obtained thru the Stock Managers’' Asso-
ciatlon. Its banners are sttll flylng. It
has in its body the best personnel the
stock-producing field affords. It has ablc
and well-seasoned leaders. With better
general business conditions, it is ready
to strive intelligently, earnestly and with
fidelity to the interests of its member-
ship, individual and collective. It is well
worth while to stand by this organtza-
tion. Don't let it weaken in mumerical
strength or disintegrate for lack of sup-
port. The organization needs you and
you need the organization.

Looking backward & detade, shortly
after the first actual working association
of stock managers was formed, it is re-
called that even in days of prosperity
the path of the individual stock manager
was a difficult one.

N JUNE, 1920, The Billboard published
an article on stock organization and
its importance to the individual oper-

ator, a glance at which discloses that the
need for concerted action was just as
keenly felt then as it is now. This
article read, in part, as follows:

“What seems lacking in stock is or-
ganization. Producing managers have
their organization. There are vaudeville
managers’ and vaudeville artists’ assocla-~
tions, motion picture leagues, musicians’
and stage mechanics’ unions. There are
the Friars, the Lambs, the Equity Asso-
ciation and Fidelity. All are represented
by organizations. ¥Yet stock-producing
managers have preferred to remain in
the independent ranks, and individual
action today lacks the force needed for
expansion.

“The average stock-producing manager
who reads this may ask: ‘What is there
about stock to talk over? The public
either comes or it stays away. No two
localities -are just alike. Each manager
must study his own clientele. What Bill
Jones fortunately offers to capacity may
lose money for John Smith.’”

Detroit Civic on Tour

DETROIT, Jan. 10.—The Detroit Civic
Theater Company toured for one night
to Flint, Mich,, on January 5 with the
presentation of The Last Warning. The
performance was made in the Industrial
Mutual Auditorium, 7,000-seat hall built
by local groups of Flint workers. The
Civic Theater was taken over for & pri-
vate benefit on this night.

s/
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Allied Group

Convenes

In Chicago, February 10-11

Proposed amalgamation with MPTOA will be chief
subject of discussion—all independent exhibitors in
the United States invited to attend sessions

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—The proposed merging of the Motion Picture Theater
Owners of America and the Allled States Assoclation will have its final test at
the first national convention of Allied States to be held in Chlcago, February 10

and 11.

At that time the mmatter will be placed before the Allied membership

and gone into from every detall. With the matter standing as it did at the close

of the conferences held here Just before
Christmas holidays, the proposition did
not look as if it would go thru at any
time in the near future. However, there
is no telling what infiuences will be
brought to bear by the time another
month has rolled around.

There has been opposition on both
sides. While the MPTOA, thru its ex-
ecutives, favors the taking in of the en-
tire body, there are other members of
that organization who oppose the idea
of body merging, but believe that the
various members should be taken in as
individuals. On the other hand there
are séveral large salaries of Allled ex-
ecutives that will have to be taken care
of, among them being that of Allled's
president, Abram Myers, whose contract
with the organization, it {s sald, has six
years more to run. It is understood that
the MPTOA is willing to take care of
this end of it for two years, but opposes
the idea of carrying it the full length
of time until it sees how the merger
proposition works out, which, it is be-
lieved, should give some definite
evidence of its success long before the
two years have elapsed.

While the convention in Chicago will
bring together practically the entire
membership of the Allled States, every
ndependent exhibitor will be invited to
attend. . This Is taken as an indication
that Allied States, while uncertain about
the amalgamation of the two bodles, is
still attempting to bulld towards a
permanent structure. However, in-
dividual MPTOA members who were not
in at the meetings in New York ar-
ranged by Oscar Hanson, of Tiffany, and
attended only by President M. A. Light-
man and his executive personnel as rep-
regentatives of MPTOA, feel that Allied's
willingness to fisten to overtures for the
erging of the two organizations proves
that that organization has lost confidence
in its ability to function as a body.

Mary Hay Writes New Play

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Martin Jones
will produce a new play entitled Gemini,
written by Mary Hay and Nellie Stewart
under their pen names of Bruce Spauld-
ing and Anthony Baird. Miss Hay and
Miss Stewart, who is her secretary, pre-
viously collaborated on a comedy called
She's No Lady, which tried out on the
road but never reached New YOork. The
new production will have in the cast
Miss Hay, Barbara Bennett, Brenda
Dahlen, Wyndham Standing and Kath-
erine Proctor. It went into rehearsal
this week.

Leo Carrillo Is Cast
For “Platinum® Lead

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Leo Carrillo will
have an entirely different characteriza-
tion to portray in James Cruze's forth-
coming Tiffany production, Platinum, the
role possessing a human element seldom
found in the screen hard gangster types,
and particularly fitting Cartillo’s work.
Julian Josephson has adapted this E. D.
Sullivan story.

Production has already started on the
vehicle, Carrillo having just completed a
stage engagement on the Coast. Lola
Lene has the leading feminine role, ‘and
direction is under Walter Lang, who has
Just completéd The Command Perform-
ance for Tiffany. s

I —— . -

Prepare for McKenna’s
First Directorial Film

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Fox Films of~
ficials are glving an auspiclous send-
off to the directorial debuts of Kenneth
+McKenna and William Cameron Menzies,
with Elissa, Landl, 2also making her
American screen debut, assigned to their
first picture, Always Good-By, as leading
woman. Miss Landi is a new Fox entrant
for cinema stellar honors in this vehicle,
an adaptation from an original Kate
McLaurin story, with John Considine as
assoclate producer.

Miss Landi's first screen effort, having
been produced by Fox several months
ago, will shortly be released. It has been
previewed on the Coast under the title
of Woman and Sin, with Charles Farrell
playing opposits.

Eileen and Marjorie Set

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Eileen and Mar-
jorie, now vacationing in Australia, are
set ®r an RKO route which they will
open sometime in April. They will play
thru till December with N. E. Manwar-
ing, of the Max Gordon office, handling
thelr business.

Ted Lewis for Mastbaum

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Ted Lewis will
play the Mastbaum, Philadelphia, for
one week beginning this Friday, January
16. Mocre time may follow, from Warner.
Lewis closed at the Club Richman here
last Thursday.

Hey, There, Hollywood!

PROVIDENCE, R.I., Jan. 10.—Holly-
wood studio scouts, notel

Ethel Barrymore, despite the un-
kind remarks she has sometimes
uttered about the movies and talkles,
confesses that she would like to make
just one talkie—'so that my children
will not forget me.” And if she does,
and the oholce of director is left to
her, Brother Lionel will wield the
megaphone for her film record to be
handed down to posterity.

Postpone Production
On Lightner’s Next

NEW YORK. Jan. 12.—Shooting on
Winnie Lightner’s next starring vehicle
for Warner Bros.! Red Hot Sinners, which
Lloyd Bacon will direct, has been post-
poned again until February 19, instead
of the middle of this month as originally
scheduled. Postponement is glue to the
success of Miss Lightner's personal ap-
pearances in Warner Bros.’” houses in the
East and Middle West key cities.

Supporting cast for this Lightner
vehicle includes Olson and Johnson, Ed-
ward Morgan, Dorothy Christy, Claude
Gillingwater, Vivian Oakland and George
Byron. Miss Lightner will arrive in Holly-
wood January 18, tho the picture will
not be started until a month later.

.Rdbeson Back From London

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Paul Robeson,
Negro singer and actor, returned from
England this week where he has been
playing the title role in Shakespeare's
Othellv. He will not undertake the part
in this country at the present time, but
will tour during the winter months with
a program of songs which includes Ger-
man and Russian compositions in addi-
tion to his repertory of Negro spirituals.

Bruné Re-Elected Head
Of Union’s Trial Board

NEW YORK, Jan, 12.—Daniel Bruno, of
the RKO music department, last week
was unanimously re-elected for the 10th
consecutive time chalrman of the Trial
Board of Local 802, of the American Fed-
eration of Musiclans. Jack Zimbler was
elected clerk of the board.

The Trial Board adjudicates about 50
cases weekly.

Horwitz Claims Vietory
I/ Fight Against Zoning

HOUSTON, Jan. 10.—Will Horwitz, in-
dependent exhibitor, Wednesday clalmed
victory in the movie price war which
has been waged in Houston for the last
several months.

He declared there will be no advance
in prices @t the Texan, Iris and Ritz
theaters, second-run houses operated by
him. Wide attention has centered upon
the spectacular advertising campaign
conducted by Horwitz against the so-
called “Movie Trusts”.

Said Horwitz:

“Once again New York has falled in an
effort to tell Texas folks how to run thelr
own affairs, Our victory is noteworthy,
for not only have I proved my right to
operate second-run theaters at a falr
price (5 and 16 cents), but I have de-
feated the ‘zoning’ plan, which was the
weapon with which the movie barons
sought to defeat me.”

Horwitz pointed out that for months
he was unable to buy pictures from the
larger distributors without acceding to
the zoning plan which, in turn, would
have forced him to a 26-cent top price.

“Then I broke down the wall,” he sald,
“and today I have contracts for the finest
of the world supply for 1931, at prices
similar to those of last year and without
the zoning agreement.”

Horwitz recently carried his campaign
to a convention of independent motion

picture exhilbitors in Dallas, and was
elected head of the State body, the Allied
Theater Owners of Texas. Dissension later
developed in the ranks over his plan for
State censorship, and an attempt has
been made to oust him.

Today he announced plans for two
measures to come before the 42d legisla-
tive assembly, which opens next week at
Austin.

The fiyst s a bill providing for State
censorship of plctyres in some form, with
a clause which in effect will be an at-
tack on the “block” system of booking,
which makes exhibitors take all of a
company's product, or none.

Under the plan the censor board would
grade pictures according to their moral
merit, Horwitz sald, such grading de-
termining which type of pictures ex-
hibitors may reject legally.

The other bill is one providing for a
seat tax on theaters charging more than
an agreed price for admittance, a tax
calculated .to add several hundreds of
thousands of dollars annually to the
State's revenues. “Under existing con-
ditlons chain theaters, operating largely
with chaln products, are merely tenants
who remove their funds from the State;
and whe make all of their purchases,
even to Insurance, from Eastern sources,”
Horwitz declared.

Will Not Take
In Chi. Agents

No Eastern franchises for
act sellers eliminated by
closing of Carmody office

NEW YOREK. Jan. 12. — When RKO
closes down its Chicago vaudeville book-
ing office around May 1, agents now
operating in that territory under a cir-
cult franchise will be forced to get out
and shift for themselves. Unless most
of them take the cue and get out beforc
then. This situation Is assured by &
statement issued by Charles J. Freeman
prior to his departure on a Mediterran-
can cruise that the home booking office
will not “take care” of the Chicago boys.

Freemnan, in coming to his decislon,
took into account the overcrowding re-
sulting in deplorable conditions among
the New York agents. He feels that it
will not help the general situation any
by adding more men to the act sellers’
ranks. He might approve of one or two
of the Chicago agents coming herc to
join the staff of franchised offices. But
the Chicagoans will not receive floox
privileges.

No definite word has yet been given
out regarding the final disposition of the
Chicago booking office staff. Tom Car-
mody’s future is also undetermined from
this end. Dick Hoffmen and Willie
Berger aye pretty well set to stay, with
one of them slated to come here to take
a hand in booking the Junior Orpheum
houses when these are switched to the
Palace Building columns.

American Acts at Empire, Paris

PARIS, Dec. 31.—Two excellent Ameri-
can numbers are featured on the new bill
at the Empire Music Hall. The Robbins
Trio of roller skaters have a flashily
costumed and speedy act that equals any
of the skating acts playing Europél and
received plenty of applause from a full
hpuse on Monday night. The Calts
Brothers’' tap dancing routine is soc much
more attractively presented than the
usual routine of hoofers lately playing
Paris that they scored not only with
their peppy dancing, but also thru at-
tractive drop and classy presentation.

Lloyd Hughes Completes
Cast for Tiffany Film

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—With the sign-
ing of Lloyd Hughes, the cast for the
James Cruze Tiffany speclal, Platinum,
has been completed, and work will get
under way this week. This marks the
second feature Hughes has done for the
Tiffany Company, having just completed
a featured part in Drums of Jeopardy.

Others in the cast of this plcture, di-
rected by Walter Lang, include Leo
Carillo, well-known stage and screen
player, and Lola Lane, in the character
and feminine leads, respectively.

Arthur and Howe
Return From Coast

NEW YORK, Jan. l2.—Harry Arthur,
Fox general manager, and “Doc” Howe,
Fanchon & Marco general booking man-
ager, returned here from the Coast today.
They had been gone about a month.

Both officials were expected back last
Monday.

Lead for George Arliss

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Evelyn Knapp,
young Warner Bros.’ featured player, was
assigned the romantic feminine lead last
week with George Arliss in his next
starring production, as yet untitled. She
recently appeared In’' Sinner’s Holiday,
and has just completed the heroine role
in River's End, forthcoming Warner pro-
duction to be released shortly.
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CORT

Beginning Tuesday Evening, December 30, 1930

FIVE STAR FINAL |

4 melodrama in 3 acts and 21 scenes by Louls
Directed by Worthington
Sets designed by P. Dodd Acker.
Presented

Weltzcnkorn.

Miner.

man. Starring Arthur Byron.

by A. H. Woods.
Colby. ...

Jerry
A Policeman, ..

Randall.................. ...Arthur Byron
The Rev. T. Vernon Isopod..Alexander Onslow
Hinchecliffe........ ..Berton Churchill
French..... ..Henry Sherwood
Brannegan. .. .oerrrreeorerssacassns Frank Dae
Miss Edwards Madeleine Marshall
Miss Taylor..........ooeeeniennn Helene Sinnott
Arthur......... A

Luella Carmody............
Nancy Voorhees Townsend,
Jenny Townsend
Michael Townsend
Philip Weeks.......
Exchange Operator........
Mrs. Arthur_Loveland Weeks
Mr. Arthur Loveland Weeks
Pearl. ..
Trixie.

.Merle Maddern
“““““ ..Frances Fuller
....King Calder
Lillian Bronson
Kathryn Keys
ydlzey Booth
.Army Dennis
hy McElhone
.Georgette Harvey
.Richard Huey

...Fred House
ay Takes Place in
City.

The Action “the
New 7York

ACT I—Scene 1: Corcoran’'s BSpeakeasy.
Scene 2: The Rev. T. Vernon Isopod’s Office.
Scene 3: Office of Mr. Hinchecliffe. Ownér of
The Evening Gazette. Scene 4: Office of Mr.
Randall, Managing REditor of The Evening
Gazette. Afternoon. Scene 5: Ziggie’s Office.
Scene 6: The Townsend Apartment. That Eve-
ning. ACT 11—Scenc 1: Mr. Randall's Office.
Scene 2: Ziggie’s Office. Scene 3: The Town-
send Apartment. Scene 4: Mr. Randall’s Of-
fice. Scene 5: Mr. Randall's Office. Next
Morning. Scenc 6: The Townsend Apartment.

ACT Iil—Scene 1: A Hotel Bedroom. Thaf
Afternoon. Scene 2: Mincrva’s Flat. Scene
3: Corcoran’s Speakeasy. Next Moruing.

Scene 4: A Drug Store Booth. Scenc 5: The
Townsend Apartment. Scene 6: :{.lgsle’s Desk.
Scene 7: Mr. Randall's Office.

A play with a preachment which
brings cheers from a’ house generously
padded with college students 1s generally
a play which suffers from too much blas
less sophomorically considered. Five Star
Final, which pokes an Indignant finger
at the tabloids, suffers from the same
bias which made Roar China! less of &
play and more of a cauterizing plede of
propaganda.

Because it is arrant propaganda, Five
Star Final throws logic and careful char-
acterlzation overboard almost at once
and plunges into the narration of the’
crime perpetrated by a tabloid owner,
who, in order to increase circulation, digs
up the story by Nancy Vorhees, a fa-
mous murderess of 20 years ago, Who was
freed when it was learned that she was
seduced by the man she murdered while
employed by him as a stenographer,
With little or no explanation we are
confronted with Nancy as a happlly mar-
ried woman with ja husband and a
daughter about to be married. As a re-
sult of the impending publicity to be
glven her, which she fears will ruin her
daughter’s life and hopes of marriage,
Nancy Vorhees, after trying in vain to
get In touch with the tabloid owner,
takes poison. Her husband shortly there-
after follows her example. Meanwhile
in rapid succession we are- shown the
reactions of the varlous people connected
with the tablold. To some, the Nancy
Vorhees case means increased circulation,
to others it is just another assignment,
but to Randall, the managing editor, it
finally looms Into the magnitude of a
major crime and gives him the chance
to express several truths about the
methods and alms of tabloids which are
heartily cheered, not so much because
of the way in which Arthur Byron says
them, but because they happen to agree
with the ideas of the type of people who
would naturally patronize the theater, if
we can suppose that it is attended by a
higher type than that which patronizes
the tabloids. Randall, haunted by the
knowledge that he has helped drive two
people to sulcide and ruined the life of
an innocent girl, faces his employer
squarely and tells him Nancy Vorhees
and her husband were murdered to
satisfy the blood lusts of a lot of soda
jerkers and fat servant girls whom com-
pulsory education taught how to read,
but not to think.

Tho this statement is justified, and
Randall’s indignation worthy of all the

cheers it recelves from the crusading age,
the question which Five Star Final must
finally bring up in the minds of those
who care to go just one step farther; that
Is, why did Nancy Vorhees, her husband
and her daughter allow the tabloids to
affect them If tabloids are only read by
soda, jerkers and fat servant girls, illit-
erate morons and the gambling denizens
of Harlem?, is not answered, because, after
ali, Five Star Final is first propaganda
and secondly, in our opinion, illogic
melodrama.

As a production Five Star Final suffers
from lack of tempo. Perhaps some of
the responsibility rests upon the should-
ers of its star, who is apparcntly so well
liked he is loudly applauded on his first
enirance by the audience which s al-
ready gathered, and again hailed two or
three scenes later by the latecomers.
Both rounds of applause obviously upset
Arthur Byrop, with the result that in the
first act and part of the second, when
lhe is supposed to be hardboiled, pressed
for time and executive, his speech is un-
evenly paced, at' times breathless and
often misdirected for emphasis, Only in
the final scene does he manage to rise to
the heights we expect of him. And this
is, in a measure, due mainly to his lines,
which would make any other actor seem
worthy of applause.

Another fault in direction, due partly
to the writing, is the number of re-
lated sidelights which are presented
on small side stages in the man-
ner of the early Christian miracle
dramas which were presented consecu-
tively in side chapels. Many of these
scenes, while amusing in themselves and
distinctly reminiscent of salacious black-
outs in revues, destroy the prevalling
mood and re\turd the pace because they
do not further the plot any more than
the long-winded chanted commentaries
of Greek choruses help further the un-
folding of Electra’s tragedy. b

Merle Maddern, as the victim of her
play, is well poised and restrained in her
difficult role as the Nancy Vorhees who is
finally driven to suicide. Tho highly
emotional most of the time, she avoids
the obvious, the maudlin and the over-
done. Malcelm Douglas, as her husband,
is worthy of the same praise. Frances
Fuller, as the daughter, portrays the
appealing happiness of a young girl on
her wedding day, and later, the equally
appealing tragedy of a young girl who
has been orphaned and for a time hold-
ing the bag for love.

Lillian Bronson is as swell a saccharine
telephone operator as you will see and
hear on any stage. Helene Sinnott, as a
hard-boiled, red-haired secretary, behind
whose adamantine facade of cynicism
beats a soft woman’s heart, is eminently
satisfactory and convinecing. Alexander
Onslow is'a nice dastard lurking in cler-
icals and is also not = little responsible
for some nice quiet humor all his own.
Dorothy McElhone and Amy Dennis, in a
faintly correlated blackout, are amusing
as two who have lost ‘something they will
never find again. The same, in slightly
less degree, applies to Georgette Harvey
and Richard Huey, the former of whom
sings S?. Louis Blues with more satisfac-
tion to us than she speaks her lines,
which she takes from the overslow, whin-
ing pace of her teammate.

P. Dodd Ackerman’s sets, mainly inte-
riors laid in the offices of the tabloid, are
commendable because of their surmount-
ing of a very technical problem. Acker-
man’s work, which is all that it should
be, would come into more prominence if
the. speed of the play kept up with the
speed of the stagehands, which Acker-
man has made possible with his compact,
clean-cut sets.

As propaganda acceptable to the aver-
age theater audience, Five Star Final is
worthy of consideration. That it i{s no
play is because it {8 the outraged plea of
a prophet of reform who fs crying in a
wilderness ' of people who do not care
about tabloids and for whom tabloids
only contain & slight, spasmodic sociolog-
ical interest. RIVES MATTHEWS.

BROADWAY RUNS

Performances to January 10, inclusive.
Dramatic Opened  Pert,
Art and Mrs, Bottle...... Nov. 18..... 35

Bird in Hand (Second Re-

. The... cen
Green Pastures, I'he..
Life Is Like That.
Life Line, The

Lysistrata..... ne
Man in Possession, The...Nov,
Midnight ........ ..Dec.
Mus. Moonlight. . Sept.

Oh, Promise Me.

Overture c
Pagan Lady...
Petticoat Influence.
Queen At Home. .. S
Stepping Sisters. ... .Apr,
That's Gratitude........ Sept.
This Is New York....... .l;I'ov.
ov.

Twelfth Night....
Up Pops the Devil..
Vinegar Tree, The..
Civic Repertory Program:
Allison's House..... +....Dee.
Cradle Song, The o
Good Hope, The...
Green Cockatoo, The....
Hedda Gabler..........
La'lc‘ly from Alfaqueque,

he .....c..entn veees.Oct,

Martine . g
Peter Pan
Romeo and Jullet...... 5 e
Siegfried ...............0Oct. 20..
Sunny Morning.....:...Nov. ~18.. '3
Three 8isters...........Oct. 15..... Ki
Women Have Their Way,

B siererraraeanrens ‘Nov. 18..... 3

Leiber’s Shakespearcan Repertory:
As You Like It. 31
Hamlet .... 26

29

Richard III.
Musical Comedy

Babes in Toyland........Dec. 20..... 35

lyhoo vea..Dec. 22
vraraOCt, q.

Fine and Dandy..........8ept. 23..

Girl“Crazy.......... o Jos L Octs (140

Meet My Sister. .. ..Dec. 30..... 1

New Yorkers, The ..Dec, 3..... 40

Nina Rosa........ «...Sept. 20.....121

Smiles......... Nov. 18..... 63

Bweet and Low. .. Nov.

Three’s a Orowd....... «..Oct,

Dramatic School Students
Inaugurate 47th Season

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—The American
Academy of Dramatic Arts inaugurated
its 47th season yesterday with Elene
Wilbur’s one-act curtain raiser, The
Table Set for Himself, and Edwin Burke’s
three-act comedy, This Thing Called
Love.

Ruth Goodmen, Muriel Edgerton, Betty
Brown, Sabine Sands, Elsle Meyer, Fred-
erick Buckley, Dawson Tracy, Marie Lieb
and Charles Krueger, in the former, were
hampered by Irish dialect and Christmas
sentimentality tinged with Gaelic re-
ligion,

This Thing -Called Love proved more
satisfactory entertainment mainly be-
cause of the very promising acting dis-
played by Jean MacDonell as the
hysterical, termagant wife. Cast in a
role which demands smiles as well .as
tears, she portrays both emotions with a
nice feeling for tempo and a studied
avoidance of the toc obvious. Constance
Van Duyn, as an impossibly dumb wife,
manages some amusing scenes Wwith
a happy degree of success. Andrew
Hutchins, as a suspected husband, and
Robert Champlain, as a millionaire lover,
considering their youth, come thru with
flying colors. Champlain, to whom is
allotted the longest and most difficult
male role, after overcoming his nervous-
ness, makes a fairly convincing mean of
the world and just about obtains reality
in a love scene with Vivien Rutley, who,
thruout, evidences more technique than
feeling. Willlam Onken, as a politely
familiar butler, points some comedy bits
with a finesse which leads one to sus-
pect he is learning his trade soundly
and well. Walter Eyer, in a small part,
shows an understanding of timing for
laughs. “Nina Rientu, as a South Ameri-
can charmer, scores with a bellevable
foreign accent and an eattractive, full
voice. Edwerd Van Danaker, as a Don

Fitzpatrick Gets
Own RKO Franchise

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Thomas Fitz-
patrick, who has been selling acts to
RKO for maly years in his capacity as
manager of the Rialto Vaudeville Repre-
sentative, Inc, received his own agent's
franchise at the start of the new year.
This came about thru the dlissolution
of the Rialto office.

Al Sutherland founded the Rialio
agency September 28, 1918, and since his
death a few years later the office .has
been managed by Fitzpatrick. He worked
on g salary and commission basis, with
the income of the office said to revert
to the founder’s widow and son, Edward,
who Is now a film director.

Fitzpatrick has retained his Rialto
assoclates, ¥red DeBondy, Gladys Brown
and James Doyle.

Tiffany Completes
Two Special Films

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Tiffany Produc-
tions has just completed two specials on
its new program, The Single Sin and
Drums of -Jeopardy. The Single Sin,
directed by William Nigh, features a
prominent cast, including Bert Lytell,
Kay Johnson, Paul Hurst, Geneva Mitch-
ell, Mathew Betz, Robert Emmett O’Con-
nor, Holmes Herbert and others.

Harold McGrath's celebrated mystery
story, Drums of Jeopardy, under direc-
tion of George Seitz, and now under the
editing process before its release shortly,
features such well-known players as

June C9llyer, Warner Oland, Lloyd
Hughes, “Hale Hamilton and Florence
Lake,

Added to All-Woman Cast

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—June Clyde, wWlio
has just been assigned an important role
in Women Like Men, temporary title for
Liberty Productions big special for 1931,
is the latest member of this exclusively
all-women cast. An imposing list of
feminine stars has already been as-
sembled for this picture, each one of
which will have an opportunity for dis-
tinct  characterizations. It includes
Evelyn Brent, Irene Rich, Louise Fazenda,
Lilllan Tashman, Marceline Day and the
Keating Twins. Willlam Beaudine is di-
recting the production.

Lehr Returning to Vaudeville

NEW YORK, Jan. 12~—Raynor Lehr,
fast with the musical, Love Thieves, has
been given 12 weeks by /RKO. This four-
people act will open Saturday at the
Fordham, Bronx, playing the remainder
of the time around this city, dee Stew-
art had him written in.

Walton Booked Again

NEW YORK, Jan. 12-—Bert Walton,
who recently finished an RKO route, .is
handling the m.-c. duties the last half
of this week at Proctor’s, Troy. This
makes his fourth trip there within 2
year.”' He is working under the banner of
Jack Hart, of the Roger Murrel office.

Howard and H;lliéan Teamed

NEW YORK, Jan, 12.—Charlie Howard
and Willlam Halligan are doing a new
comedy, singing and dancing act. An
unkbilled girl assists. Max Gordon Is
handling their business. They will begin
breaking in on the indies this Saturday.

Godinos for Montreal

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—The Godino *“Si-
amese” TwWins are set for a week at Loew’s
Montreal, opening January 25. ‘They
booked direct.

Juan, manages to catch some of Byron's
hero’s amorous fascination. Elsle Meyer,
as a mald, with only a few brief en-
trances, proves that they also serve who
stand and wait in the wings.

- RIVES MATTHEWS.
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Warner Adds Davis
6 . .
To ‘Big-Time’ Weeks

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—The adding of
the Davis, Pittsburgh, to the Warner
books next week will give that circuit
three so-called “big-time” weeks. The
two houses now playing ‘“‘name” acts are
the Earle, Washington, and the Indiana,
Indianapolis.

The success of the Earle was the basis
for Warner taking Publix presentations
out of the Indiana and replacing them
with vaudeville, with the same applying
to the Davis, which has been in straight
pictures for two years, before that being
one of the country’s major vaudeville
houses, and on the Keith books.

The policy at the Davis will be similar
to the Earle and Indiana, four big acts
and plcture. Plans were being formu-
lated early this fall for RKO to add the
Davis on its intact route, but Ilater
<ropped.

Warner would like to' place big-time
vaudeville in its five remaining de luxers
playing Publix units, but presentation
contracts do not expire until next No-
vember. ‘These houses are in Jersey City,
Newark, FPhiladelphia, Pittsburgh and St.
Louis.

Wintz Launches *‘‘Jonesy”
At Playhouse, Chicago

CHICAGO, Jan. 10—George E. Wintz
has just launched at the Playhouse a
specially organized company of Jonesy,
by Anne Morrison and John Peter Toohey.
It had a week’'s tryout at the English
Theater in Indianapolis before coming
to Chicago. .

Thomas W. Ross, veteran comedian,
and Percy Helton, juvenile, are featured.
The balance/of the cast includes Miriam
Battista, Zama Cunningham, Eloise
Keller, Ann Thomas, Miller Davies, John
Humphrey, Cordelia MacDonald, Frank
Charlton, Jules Bennett and Frederick
Auston. Clem T. Schafer is company
manager; Joe Coyle, stage manager, and
Sam Lederer, press representative.

Je#n Jacques on New Job

EL PASO, Tex., Jan. 10.—Jean Jacques,
free lance writer, Biliboard contributor
and former director of publicity for the
Clyde M. Waddell Players, Wichita, takes
aver the public relations work of the
New Mexico State College of Agriculture
and Mechanical Arts January 11. Jacques’
work will carry him to every town in
New Mexico for the purpose of exploit-
ing that State thru the college’s 20,000~
watt station, KOB.

One New Show in Philly

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 10.—The various
theaters have done a fairly good busi-
ness during the holiday season. Only
one new show has been seen this week,
George White's Flying High at the Shu-
bert. For the coming week Ethel Barry-
more is announced at the Forrest. At
the burlesque houses the business con-
tinues at a steady pace. The down-
town talkie houses have had some strong
attractions and consequently business
has been vary good. The neighborhood
talkie houses have had good business
during the holidays as the weather has
been fair and mild most of the time.

Santo Signs With Publix

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—Don Santo, who
has just closed a long engagement as
master of ceremonies at the Wisconsin
Theater, Milwaukee, advises that he has
signed a 26-week contract with Publix.
A unit is being built around Santo and
Exie Butler.

Freidel in Dallas

DALLAS, Jan. 10.—John J. PFreidel,
new Publix maneger for the South, has
arrived in Dallas to make this city his
headquarters for the operations of Publix
de luxe theaters thruout ‘Texps,
Louisiana, Alabama and Georgia.

Bushman Scores
At Kedzie, Chicago

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—The Roberson-
Gifford Players at the Kedzie Theater,
Chicago’s only dramatic stock company,
have started off the new year with a
flourish, presenting as their first bill
of the year Francis X. Bushman, famous
screen personality, as guest star in Thin
Ice,

Bushman was accorded a fine recep-
tion at each performance and at the end
of the play nightly was given five to
eight curtains and had to respond with
a curtain speech before the audience
would let him go.

George Roberson, manager of the com-
pany, has made several changes in his
troupe, which have measurably strength-
euned the cast. Vincent Coleman, former-;
ly leading man in pictures with Mae
Murray, Constance Talmadge and Madge
Kennedy and recently in Eastern stock
companies, is the new leading man and
plays opposite Betty Mack, ingenue lead-
ing woman. Guy Astor has replaced
Sydney Blackaller as second man, and
Katherine Cameron is now the characier
woman. Others in the cast are Phoebe
Fulton, second woman; Sue Conroy and
Ann Spellman, ingenues; Elton Hackett,
juvenile; Tom Brbown, stage manager and
gi)neral business; Wm. N. Lee, comedian.

y Hilliard is director and Harrison
Rankin, scenic artist.

Some attractive titles have been lined
up for the next few weeks, Included
are It’s a Wise Child, The Dishonored
Ladyu, The Squell and The Hindu, to be
presented in the order named.

“Scarlet Sister Mary” Is Set
For Chicago Dramatic League

CHICAGO, Jan, 10.—Ethel Barrymore
will ;@ppear at the Harris Theater for
four weeks, starting January 26, in
Searlet Sister Mary as’the fifth play of
the current subscription season of the
Dramatic League. Arrangements to this
end were completed late last week, being
made possible thru a complete readjust-
ment of Miss Barrymore’s schedule, which
was to have brought her to Chicago
early next month for an engagement at
another theater.

This will be Miss Barrymore's first en-
gagement anywhere as contributor to an
organization program in the years since
slie became a formal star in Capiain
Jinks of the Horse Marines.

Judells Sues Congo Pictures.

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—B. M. Judells has
filed suit against Congo Pictures, Lid.,
for $630 alleged to be due him for rent.
Ccngo Pictures Company has occupled
quarters rented. by Judells. Last week
the company’s permit for the showing
of Ingagi, an African filln, was revoked
by the city authorities after complaints
regarding some of the scenes had been
filed by colored citizens who considered
them objectionable. The revocation af-
fects only the city of Chicago.

No “Flesh” for Avalon, Chicago

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—There has been
some talk of a return of “flesh” attrac-
tions at the Capitol and Avalon theaters,
Warner Bros.” South Side houses. How-
ever, it was definitely announced this
week that the houses will continue a
straight talking picture policy.

Dickinson Buys in Kansas

A deal has just been consummated be.
tween the Glen W. Dickinson Theaters,
Inc, of Kansas City, Mo, and Conred
Gabrie], of Garden City, Kan., involving
$125,000, whereby the Dickinson Circuit
takes over the State Theater and the
new modern, de luxe theater now being
erected. This theater will in all prob-
ability be open within 60 or 90 days.
‘This town brings the Dickinson Circuit
up to a total of 24 towns, located in
Kansas, Missouri and Illinois.

THE QUESTION 9
OF ACOUSTICS -

The introduction of talking motion pictures has
made good acoustics an essential requirement of
meotion picture theaters. As a result many theater
managers find it necessary to correct the poor
acoustic conditions that now exist. Each theater
presents a particular problem which calls for
detailed study, and in the case of large theaters
where the problem is particularly difficult, the
theater owners should securé competent advice
from a recogmized authority on the subject.

Dr. Paul E. Sabine, a nationally known authority
on acoustics, has prepared a “Handbook of
Acoustics’® which has been passed on by many able
engineers as being an authentic guide to the cor-
rection of faulty acoustics. Every owner and
manager of a sound equipped theater or those
who will eventually equip their theater for sound
productions should read and study Dr. Sabine’s
splendid book. Some of the subjects treated are:

Why you should be concerned over
the subject of acoustics.

Simple rules for determining need
for

rooms.

sound treatment in audience

How much material do you need to
get desired results.

These are but a few' of the subjects that are
treated in a practical way.

The handbook is not for sale, but to every mana-
ger or owner of a motion picture theater sending
his name and address on the attached coupon we
will send with our compliments one of Dr.
Sabine’s handbooks. We do ask, please, that you
inclose 3¢ in stamps for postage. Address CIR-
CULATION MANAGER, The Billboard Publish-
ing Co., Cincinnati, Ohio.

— — v — — —— — T T—— —— — — ——— — — —— — N'

The Billboard P’ub. Co.,

Cincinnati, Ohio,

Please send mé one'of Dr. Sabine’s Handbooks.
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Philly Group
Calls Quits.

“Lysistrata’ producers will
dissociate when Chicago
company finishes run

NEW YOREK, Jan. 10.—With the clos-
Ing of the New York production o
Lysistrata tonight after K 253 perform-
ances, the Philadelphia Theater Associa-
tlon will cease its producing operations
in these parts after an existence of less
than a year. The reason given is that
the association has passed into the hands
of persons who are not Interested in
the theater, altho satisfied with the re-
sults of the Greek comedy.

The Chicago company of Lysistrate,
which opened there two months ago, is
expected to continue for at least another
month, but when money-making pos-
sibilities on the Loop are exhausted the
Philadelphia group will cease to operate.
The backers are countipg on neither
profit nor loss when the books are finally
balanced.

The production cost of Lysisiraia is
estimated at $100,000. This high figure
for a straight dramatic play is due to
the large cast called for Py Gilbert
Seldes’ version of the comedy) as well as
to the elaborate.setting which was de-
slgned by Norman-Bel Geddes. This
outlay was recovered by the New York
production, which showed a considerable
profit up to its closing tonight. The
Chicago company, however, has not yet
pald for itseif, and it is estimated that
the association will break even when its
financial affairs are finally wound up.

Most of the backing for the venture
was provided by the late Dr. Horace
Howard Furness, Jr., ot Philadelphia,
where it was first put on. Following Dr.
Furness' death a few months ago his
interest in the association became the
property of his estate, which was dis-
tributed among a number of heirs. The
latter are members of Philadelphia so-
clety who have lttle interest in the
theater as a business proposition, and it
lLias been decided to dissolve the asso-
ciation as soon as its affairs are con-
cluded. The New York office was closed
this week.

Bryant, Hatoff Promoted;
Fox Also Makes Switches

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Nelson Bryant,
formerly assistant manager of ¥Fox’s
Tivoll, has been elevated to manager of
the Cameo, Jersey City, replacing George
Ashby, who has been switched to the
Plaza, Englewood, N. J. Stafford Jersey,
former manager of the Englewood house,
now is at the helm of the Tivéli, Jersey
City.

Morris Hatoff, formerly of the ¥ox
home office advertising staff, has been
promoted to assistant to Monte Salmon,
manager of the State, Jersey City. Hatoff
will continue to handle advertising for
the State.

Kahane Taking First
Vacation in 10 Years

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—B., B. Kahane,
head of RKO's Legal Department and
one of its vice-presidents, will sail Janu-
ary 17 on the Aquitania for his first regl
vacation in about 10 years. This will b
Kahane’s first trip abroad, and he will
visit London, Paris, Berlin and Vienna.

While lie denied that his trip has any
busincss significance, Kahane admitted
that he will devote & good part of his
tlme to visiting theaters to see, as he
puts it, "how the other fellows do 1t.”
The report could not be verified wat
RKO intends to spread its circuit into
England and Europe. While Kahane is
gone the RKO Legal Department will be
supervised by Willlam Mallard, general
attorney for the circuit.

Amounts to the Same

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—When asked
by an act whether he had seen his act
the night before, a booker answered,
“Yes! Twice.”

“Whaddaya mean, twice?”

“The first and last,” answered the
act buyer.

Kavanaugh in Baltimore;
Loew Has Other Switches

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Joe Kavanaugh,
formerly assistant at the Stanley, Pitts-
burgh, has been appointed by Loew as
manager of the Valencla, Baltimore.
Other personnel changes on the Loew
Circuit include Stanley Gosnell, who
formerly managed the Valencia, now as-
sistant manager of the Penn (de luxer),
Pittsburgh; Leon Stephanian at the
managerial helm of the National, Rich-
mond, having bheen switched from the
State, Richmond, where E. H. Brient suc-
ceeds him in the managerigl berth.

Harry Mayo Has Quartet

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Harry Mayo,
bass and a member of the original Em-
pire City Quartet, is polishing up a
male quartet at indie houses in and
around here. Act will go under the
billing of the Empire City Quartet, with
N. E. Manwaring, of the Max Gordon
office, handling their business.

Paige’s Run as M. C.

NEW YORK, Jan. 10,—Ashley Paige,
who closed last night at the Palace In
his musical act, has been booked by
Publix for & run as m. ¢. at the Im-
perial, Toronto. He will visit his home

in Onset, Mass., prior to oOpening at
the house on January 23.

Gaiety, Boston, Folds Soon

NEW YORK, Jan. 12. — Mutual’s
Galety, Boston, will close for the season
on January 24. The last circuit attrac-
tion to play the house will be Dimpled
Darlings. There is talk around the
Mutual office about the possibility of the
liouse geing into stock.

Jennie Goldstein for Loew

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.-—-Jennie Gold-
stein, Yiddish actress, will open for Loew
the first half of January 24 at the Pit-
kin, Brooklyn. This will mark her debut
on -the circuit.

Richard, Roberts State
They Are Seeking Talent

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Two RKO Chi-
cago agents, Max Richard and Sam
Roberts, are here on a visit and claim
they are looking over the Eastern mart
for new material.

Richard, of the Richard, Morris &
Halperin office, flew here. He denled
that he was seeking an Eastern RKO
franchise, adding that he:and his asso-
clates intended to hold on In Chicago
until conditions improved, or until RKO
abandons its Chicago booking office.

Both Richard and Roberts will remain
here several weeks.

Weavers for Palace
And Again on Intact

NEW YORK, Jan. 12. — The Weaver
Brothers’ first date in the East since
completing the Orpheum and Interstate
times will be at the Palace next week.

The week followi g they reopen 'in an
RKO intact on a split between the Madi-
son and Chester.

Harry Burns Booked

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Harry Burns,
heading a new four-people comedy act,
will inaugurate an RKO route shortly.
He is supported by two males and 2 girl.
Act showed the last half of last week in
Flushing. This will mark Burns' return
to vaudeville after a spell in the movies.
James E. Plunkett got him the route.

4

Cohen Opening in Paterson

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Sammy Cohen,
film comedian, has been brought into the
REO fold by the Weber-Simon office to
open this last half at the Regent, Pater-
son. He was originally slated to open
the last half of last week in Flushing.
Publix de luxe. houses had him for somg
time.

McDonald Gets Six More
Weeks in Band House

NEW YORK, Jan. 12. — Brian Mec-
Donald has been signed up for six more
weeks by RKO as m. ¢, altérnating with
Charlie Melson between the Mt. Vernon
and White Plains houses, operating un-
der stage-band policies.

McDonald has been holding down the
m. c. duties at the two houses for the
last five weeks. He succeeded Nat
Nazarro, Jr.

RKO’s January Lineup Shows

Stranglehold on Big ‘Names

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—RKO's lineup
of “names” and standard acts for vaude-
ville this month is impressive enough
to give the circuit the aspect of having
the entertainment field completely
corraled on the “flesh” attractions that
mean something at the b. o. The most
outstanding factor of the array of talent
is that all of the acts are strictly for
entertainment and not freak turns.

A few months ago RKO distributed a
trailer to all of its vaudefilmers plugging
the star acts playing for the circuit at
the time. More “names” have come into
the fold since then, but RKO did not
repeat the screen clarion, altho the op-
portunity presented itself for the *Sec-
ond Anniversary” campaign.

While 2 number of the “names” on
the RKO books are not in vaudeville for
any great length of tinwe, the circuit
can still claim them exglusively so far
as vaudeville is concerned. Loew and
Fox are not playing the major attrac-
tions because of the huge salaries en-
1alled. Warner plays the ‘nmames” in
three houses: the Earle, Washington;
Davis, Pittsburgh, and the Indiana, In-
alanapolis, and a few of its presentation
houses. “Name” bands are used almost
exclusively in the latter, however.

?

Among the b. 0. acts and personages
playing for RKO now are Eddie Cantor,
Harry Richman, Chic Sale, Dr. Rockwell,
Weaver Brothers, Lucky Strike Marimba
Band, Harry Hershfield, Dave Apollon,
Ann Suter, Ben Blue, Phil Cook, Nick
Lucas. Lillian Roth, Leatrice Joy, Irene
Rich, Ruth Roland, Karyl Norman, Gus
Edwards and Proteges, Tom Patricols,
Olson and Johnson, Hoot Gibson, Ken
Murray, Neville Fleeson and Syblila Bow-
han, Georges Carpentier, Lita Grey Chap-
1in, Herman Timberg, Harry Carroll, Vio-
let Carlson, Healy and Cros$! Francis X.
Bushman, Jr.; Nan Halperin, Lynn Over-
man, Venita Gould, Alice Gentle, Ann
Seymour, Joseph Regan, Rae Samuels,
Yorke and King, Frances White, Buster
West, Jack Osterman, Blossom Sdeley,
Wilton and Weber, Puck and White,
Georgie Price, Peter Higgins and Evelyn
Hoey.

Beatrice Lillle is expected back into
the Palace, New York, shortly and Walter
Winchell, \gewspaper man, is there now.
As Winchell was a hoofer before becom-
ing a columnist, he takes classification
as an entertainer and not a freak book-
ing.

Brown Is Setting Fast Pace
In Pulling Publicity Stunts

CHICAGO, Jan. 10. — Since George
Brown took charge of RKO publicity in
this territory he has been leading rival
circults a merry chase in the matter of
publicity stunts, and if there is any-
thing he hasn’t thought of trylng he’ll
get to it before long.

¥or RKO's anniversary month Brown
has planned some clever special exploita-
tion on an extensive scale. Thru an ar-
rangement with a popular restaurant
and bakery Brown has had two huge
birthday cakes, each six by five feet,
made, each bearing the RKO trademark.
One of the cakes 1s displayed in the
lobby of the State-Lake, the other in the
Palace lobby. Thru a hookup with an-
other baking company he is presenting
patrons of the theaters with slices of
birthday cake.

For Charley’'s Aunt, which played the
State-Lake the last week, Brown con-
ceived the idea of planting a fat woman,
who would laugh continuously, in the
audience. Finally an ambulance called
end the woman taken to the hospital,
where it was explained that she had
been found in the theater laughing
hysterically and could not be stopped.
After examining her, the doctors stated
that the only thing that could stop her
would be to let her see Charley’s Aunt
again.

The publicity boys are wondering what
Brown's next will be.

Montreal Bookers Expand

MONTREAL, Jan. 10.—Variety Artists’
Club, with stagecraft studios and enter-
tainment bureau, is opening a new book-
ing agency here. Lorger quarters were
necessary’ to add- the stagecraft sachool
and accommodate the growing business.
F. Machann is managing director, and
G. Courage, secretary.

Barbara Stanwyck in Lead

NEW ‘}ORK_, Jan. 12—Barbara Stan-
wyck was definitely signed last week by
Warner Bros. to play the title role in
Night Nurse, based upon the anonymous
novel, Ex-Mistress. The picture will go
into proguction the middle of this
month, with Ben Lyon playing opposite
Miss Stanwyck, and supporting players
including Joan Blondell, Charles Win-
ninger, Robert Glecker, James Cagney,
Blanche Frederici, Mildred Harris and
Clark Gable. Oliver H. P. Garrett and
Ben Verschliser have done the screen
adaptation.

Menjou Gets Lead in
“Among the Married”

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Adolphe Menjou
last week was assigned the chief male
ro0le In Among the Married, a Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer adaptation of the same-
named Vincent Lawrence stage comedy,
Edgar Selwyn, who last directed War
Nurse for MGM, will direct this new
vehicle.

Principal feminine roles opposite Men-
jou in this production include Leila
Hyams and Mary Duncan, with other
supporting players to be announced
later. Menjou recently finished an im-
portant role with Constance Bennett in
The Eastest Way, and during the last
few months he achieved marked success
in Morocco and New Moon.

Bell Completes Own Story

NEW YORK, Jan. 12. — Monta Bell,
Universal director, last week completed
the Lew Ayres starring vehicle, Fires of
Youth, from an original newspaper story
by the director himself. Genevieve Tobin
is featured in her third screen appear-
ance in this picture opposite Ayres. Oth-
ers in the cast include Purnell B. Pratt,
Kenneth Thomson, Betty Jane Graham,
Alleen Manning, ¥rank McHugh, Loulse
Beavers and Frederick Burt.
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NEW ACTS

{Continued from page 21)

and form-fitting, square-cut suit. Com-
edy in the opening routine comes In the
way of falls from the girl, which are not
taken well enough. She strips the dress
to tights for a falr noofing solo, glving
her partner opportunlty for a dress
change. He does a good Russ dance be-
fore they go into another hoofing duet
entalling a few more falls.

No reason why they shouldn’t make
a suitable opener for intermediate bills
since hoofing in that spot has become
a regular procedure. They certainly
should never be placed later than sec-
ond, with anything below that berth
demanding something sensational.

J.-8.

Luis Russell
—and—

SARATOGA CLUB ORCHESTRA
With Roy Atkins, Edith Wilson and
Three Brown Spots

Reviewed at_ Loew’s Silate. Siyle—
Musical, singing and dencing. Setting—-
Full stage (special). Time—Twenty-
seven minutesr

Nothing exceptional about the music
from Luis Russell’'s 11-plece combo,
doubling from the Saratoga Club in
Harlem, but the work of the specialists
puts the act on par with almost all of
the sepian bands that have taken a flier
into vaudeville. Russell remains at the
piaric thruout, putting the m. c. job
into the hands of an unbilled boy in
blackface, who also does an excellent
panto impression of Johnny Hutchins.

Singing is provided by Edith Wilson
doing two songs in fair fashion, and
hoofing ccmes In from Roy Atkins In
solo and a trio of boys introduced as
the kK Three Brown Spots. The latter
\vou)d be standouts anywhere and more
so if alone. 'They got plenty of deserved
applause en route. L,

Miss Wilson impressed as too heavy-
set for the exotic evening dress and
haircomb. One of her numbers, Some-
body Is Getting Whot's Coming to Me,
is on the double-entendre order, but
never too offenslve. Atkins is on just
once for a good loose-limb dance,

The surrounding of the band with
four prop. flower baskets tended to
cheapen the act’s appearance. ‘They
played plenty—too much, in fact—in-
cluding the old standby, St. Louis Blues,
and the standard bearer’s own composi-
tion, Jersey Lightning.

The act obviously sufféred here from
doing too much. It could stand a trim-
ming of at least seven minutes. J. s.

Edward Allen

Assisted by Bobby Gorman and
Audrey Dixon

Reviewed at the Royal. Style—Com-
edy, dancing and singing. Setting—In
one. Time—Fifteen minutes.

Edward Allen, still rigged out in a gob
outfit, is now doing a three-people act,
with Bobby Gorman anad Audrey Dixon
assisting. He recently headed a big
flash and appeared In several musical
comedlies, including Hit the Deck, Three
Cheers and Ripples. This act does not
show up so well due to the overplay of
comedy and the light regard for song-
dance business. Allen and his two girls
have the looks and the ability for the
makings of a good act. Thg vehicle 1s
all they need.

Tire close attention they give to com-
edy would be okay provided the material
was worthy. It is very light stuff, how-
ever, and means little for laughs. The
few rib tickles provided are from old
bits. . Allen shows up as a good/ light
comedian and should click with better
lnes. His eccentric dancing s kept
from view up until the closing minutes
of the act.

The two girls assist him capably. One
is a vivaclous type and lends a big help-
ing hand in the comedy. She also sings,
but not forte. The other girl straights
and does a couple of cute singing and
dancing numbers. - "

Deuced to nice returns here. S. H.

4

Si Wills

Reviewed «at the Lincoln. Square. Style
~Comedy, singing and dancing. Setting
—In one. Time—Eleven minutes.

They don’t come much funnier than
this comedian. Bookers are always cry-
ing for meaty and original comedy. Wills
has it and knows liow to serve lt.

His crazy outfit, miles of pants, gro-
tesque hats, glant necktie and colleglate
Jjacket, are in keeping with the funny
line he uncorks.

Wills works up a carload of fun with
the little flutes he plays. His warbling
of Father Was Right, to which he appends
an eccentric bit of stepping, 1s good for
many laughs. His crystal-gazing item
(the crystal being a small balloon) is
funny enough to make a sphinx wrinkle
its mouth.

For the finish Wills strips into a
Scotch rig, and with the aid of his flute
and balloon, gives a bagpipe imitation.
The auditors went big for that here, but
most of his other material seemed to
go straight over their heads. He should
score big with a more sophisticated au-~
dience. .

Wills did some swell clowning for
healthy laughs toward end of the Bob
Carney and Jean act, which was in the
fourth berth here. C. A. S.

\

Naomi Morton and Company
Reviewed at the Hamilton. Style—
Comedy, danciny and singing. Setting
—In three (special). Time—Fourieen
minutes. '

Tagline for this skit, headed by Naomi
Morton, is Coed Daze. It is highly ap-
propriate only when one considers some
of the lines, which are -of the uncon-
sclous variety, and that two of the evenly
mixed sextet do nothing else but help
in thelt delivery.

Miss Morton formerly did acts with
her father, Paul, and also with Frank
Wheeler. She carries this one, it being
obvious that anybody with less abllity
than she In her role would put the skit
on the scrap heap in double-quick time.

The action takes place in the girls’
dormitory of a college, with Miss Morton
and another girl, high-kicker, entertain-
ing three boys at a gin party. The dean
is in~ and out and finally nabs them,
but when uncovered as a hard-drinking
ex-vaudevillian, she joins in the festivi-
ties. It Is the dean and one of the boys
who do nothing aside from the talk.
The other two boys work as a hoofing
team to good results, with the high-
kicker also going over with her solo. |

Miss Morton does & song and semi-
snakehips dance at the finish, and it is
good. 'The excellent production of the
act helps along with her to make it
suitable. J. S.

Arthur Ward
Reviewed at the Hippodrome. Style—

Juggling and dancing. Setting—In one.
Time—Seven minutes.

Artaur Ward, who was last caught as
a new act in 1924, 4s back again with
his juggling and eccentric dancing. This
time he has added considerable comedy
stalling, which means little for laughs
and tends to slow up the turn. He has
the ability, but needs an act. There Is
not enough of his juggling, which could
be the source of some light comedy.
He does about four minutes of stunting,;
the other three are given to stalls,

‘The hoop juggling is the choicest part
of the act. He shows considerable skill
while tossing three, four and six hoops.
Quite a bit of the juggling is novel and
got him applause. He shows up as a
good eccentric dancer also, bringing that
in early and for the finish.

Got a fair hand opening the sho
here. S. H.

Bouquet' of Melody

Reviewed at the Royal. Style—Musical
and singing. Selting—In three (special).
Time—TWelve minutes.
. A quartet of girls, not so young, who
blow wind instruments practically thru-
out their entire routine. The exception
is a brief solo warble. Not much to the

act. altho it should be a falr dish for
intermediate bills. Solos on a trumpet
and cornet are the only interesting
spots. These are well played. The
trumpet number is sweet, and the cor-
netist does somea intricate blowing. Both
came Iin for a good hand. The brief war-
ble means nothing and could be elimi-
nated and not missed. Another fiaw Is
a duo trombone number, which is hard
on the ears. The act needs better rou-
tining, ahd the cast should get away
from thelr stiff performance.

Opened the show here to fair returns,

S. H.
Jack Boyle
AND
Jimmy Allman
Reviewed at the Hamilton. Style—

Comedy, singing and dancing. Setling—
In one. Time—Sizteen minutes.

The teaming of Jack Boyle and Jimmy
Allman is the outcome of the recent
splitting of two comedy teams, Kramer
and Boyle and Allman and Coulter. It
is not always a happy one, however.

As he did with Kramer, -Boyle plays
singing straight to -Allman’s black-face
gags and mispronunciations, his one
song in solo being Here Am I. Thelir
chatter is not always very strong, most
of the laughs coming in from Allman’s
references to the big feet of Boyles
mythical fiancee. Allman and Boyle sing
Bye, Bye Blues, with the former lending
guitar accompaniment.

The strongest items in the act are
Boyle’s song solo and Allman's eccentric
dance. In view of that and their weak
chatter, it would perhaps be better if
they did more singing and dancing and
less talk.

They bowed off to a big hand here,
thelr showmanship accounting for that.

J. s.

Lew Wilson and Company

Reviewed at the Gramd Opera House.
Style—Comedy, singing and dancing.
Setting—In one. Time—Eleven minutes.

When caught by The Billboard In
September, 1927, Wilson was doing a
double turn consisting of Madeline Wil-
son, a six-plece band and a dancing
sister team. He now is doing a three-
act with a male and female, presumably
Madeline Wilson, who works In high
yaller. The males perform in blackface.

In his present vehicle, Rock-a-Bye-
Baby, Wilson, in the role of a pickaninny
pushed on in a baby carrlage, does some
admirable clowning. He gives a funny
portrayal of a mischievous colored child
crying for its various wants. One risque
gag between the yaller gal and the male,
who plays the part of the colored mdmmy
well, should be deleted. They score
endugh laughs without it.

Wilson’s warbling of Mammy’s Choco-
late Eskimo Pie is beautifully done. His
crazy Iimitations of a baby in distress
also produced many laughs. He gets
fine support.

Wilson comes on for the finish for
some funny gabbing regarding his girl
and stopped the show cold with his sing-
Ing of I'll Drive the Memphis Blues
Away. He interpolates this with some
fine yodeling and whistling. C. A. S,

Ben Blue

ASSISTED BY LYNN DORE

Reviewed at the Palace. Style—Comedy
and dancing. Seiting—In one and full
stage. Time—Twenty-three minutes.

Ben Blue has given up the idea of
working with stooges, taking unto him-
self a declded blonde with more flash
than class, but not lacking in the latter.
With stooges out Blue, who should be
regarded primarily as a comedy dancer,
apperently feels that he must resort to
gagging. And in gagging Blue Is not so
forte. A dancer with a fine sense of
comedy such as Blue possesses should
know better than to tread in foreign ter.
ritory. Which means that he is not
building himself up at all in gab, altho
as a mugger he manages to achileve great
results. Mugging is an ilmportant ele-
ment in the brand of comedy stepping
of which Blue is an exponent. And this

explains his success when using it in
conjunction with talk.

On the same bill with Cantor this
little boy Blue brings out in bold rellef
the contrast between a comedlan who
uses innate skill in talk and another
who almost slops up the good effect of
his other work by various crudities in
oral efforts. Blue cannot be funny with.
out being vulgar, which accounts for
his “lousay” as the punch line In cross-
fire with his girl assistant.

But happlly the act has enough good
features to make the deficlencies in
gagging less consplcuous. Blue does his
familiar Russian and Dying Duck bits,
and these are worth a full spot in any
show, Then there is that clever bur-
lesue on Ten Cents a Damnce, -wherein
Blue shines as a pantomimist. Also
dances In grcat comedy style. Besides
working along in crossfire with Blue,
Miss Dore puts over in falr style Cheer~
jul Little Earful. Our advice to Blue is
more stepping and less gab., He went
over with a bang here, opening the sec-
ond half after a sendofi from Cantor.

E. E. 8.

Empire Stock Pleases

TORONTO, Ont., Jan. 10.—The Empire
Stock Company at the Empire Theater
gave Toronto its first view of The First
Year at the hands of a stock company
and the piece proved to be one of the
best yet scored by the players. Marjorie
Foster and Robert Leslie have the leading
roles and are well supported by Frank
E. Camp, Betty Brough, John Holden,
Anne Carew, Grace Webster, Nat Burns,
Eric Clavering and A. J. Edwards. Busl-
ness continues hooming.

Hatcher Stock Clicking

DES MOINES, Ia., Jan. 10—With After
Breakfast as the bill the Hatcher Players,
at the President Theater, again demon-
strated the ‘quallty of the stock the
first half of this week, winning’ the
pralse of patrons and critics alike. The
cast this week 18 one of the largest yet
presented by the stock. Fine perform-
ances are credited to Marjorie Shrews-
bury, Grady Weston, Keith Gingles,
W. B. Morse, Helén McClure, Mrs. Ward
Hatcher and Edna Booth. The mid-
week change of bill was to The Ghosi
Bird.
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Regard Checkup on Repeats
Essential to Vaude. Weltare

RKO reported being urged to enforce:clause cbout act
playing a town in less than a year—its disregard has
hurt field—other circuits would follow

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—REKO is reported being urged by showmen within the
organization to take action on un elaborate plan of booking checkups, which will
revolutionize one aspect of the national vaudeville field if eventually taken up

by other circuits.

The essence of the plan !s to bring about the enforcement of

more rigid rules regarding the playing of rcpeats by acts in towns in less than a

year. Vaudeville’s loss of favor with the
theatergoing public in many spots is at-
tributed to the carelessness of the major
circuits in booking acts too soon after
the opposition has played them. By con-
cerning themselves only with their own
immediate talent problems, the cjrcults
are creating & condition, according to the
proponents of the repeat checkup plan,
whereby vaudeville in general is losing
out. In recent seasons “name” acts have
played certain towns again and agaln,
separated only by an average of five to
six-week intervals. Figuring that the
same public attends the various shows,
the general effect is just as pad as it
would be if the hasty repeats were ar-
ranged by a single circuit.

If put into effect the checkup plan
might tend to work a hardship on the
acts that have been playing steadily,
moving from one circuit to another with-~
out layoffs. On the other hand, it will
provide a greater fleld for acts that are
also playable, but have not been favored
to such an extent. Formerly the big cir-
cuits were unusually careful about play-
ing acts in towns before the passing of
a season after their last appearance,
either for the opposition or the same
circuit. Because of the growing scarcity
of good acts this practice has fallen into
disuse. With the consequent injury to
good-will, as pointed out by the In-
dividuals who propose to put the check-
up plan into use again, but with more
rigid enforcement.

Every artists’ contract issued by the
majors includes a clause permitting can-
cellation if the act has played in a stated
town within a year. The RKO contract
issued to acts signed by the intact route
refers to this angle as follows:

“The artist warrants that the said act
lLies never been presented, played or ad-
vertised under the above or any other
name in any of the aforesaid cities with.
in one year prior to this date, and if this
warranty be untrue, this agreement may
be canceled at any time before or during
any engagement hereunder, or, at the
option of the Exchange, the date and/or

. place of any engagement may be changed

without extra compensatton.”

It is believed by those sald to be in the
know that if RKO makes a serious effort
to revive the enforcement powers given
it under this clause, the other circuilts
will follow. Not In retallation, since

_there is no real injury coming to them

as a result, but in order to promote good-
will among theatergocrs by their co-
operation. The single factor that might
detay the return to use of the repeat
checkup plan is the dearth of strong
attractions- that must necessarily be
played on early repeats in order to meet
the similar requirements of the big outfits.
But if it is founa that the opportunities
for work are becoming greater jn the
fleld. it is not unlikely that the supply
of playable metertal will naturally in-
crease.

MGM Buys Two Stories

NEW YORK, .Jan. 12.—Motion picture
rights to one current Broadweay stage
success and to a forthcoming stage pro-
duction were acquired last week by
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer when that com-
pany closed contracts to produce The
Man in Possession, now playing at the
Booth Theater, and Noel Coward’s latest
play, Private Lives, which will be pre-
sented here after its London run.

Stock To Quit Springfield

SPRINGFIELD, 1ll, Jan, 12.—Despite
what appears %o be a substantial in-
crease in business for the stock at the
Senate Theater, it is understood that
the company will vacate January 17. The
company has scored strong with local
stock fans, the productions directed by
Charles J. Lammers, coming in for warm
praise consistently. The management,
however, has decided that the business
does not justify remaining here, and is
now casting about for a more promising
location.

Sale’s Four RKO Weeks

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.—Charles (Chic)
Sale, recently in Shuberts’ Hello, Paris,
has returned to the RKO fold, getting
four weeks in the Midwest. He 1s In
St. Louls this week and will follow with
Cincinnati, Chicago and Cleveland,

Richardson Gets Route

NEW YORK, Jan. 12.-~Frank Richard-
son has been handed an RKO route,
opening January 24 at the Fordham.
Jack Hart, of the Roger Murrel office,
is agenting him.

Theater Manager Honored

COLUMBUS, O., Jan. 10.—Edward J.
Melnicher, manager of Loew’s Ohio Thea~
ter, has been made an honorary member
of Local No. 12, International Alllance of
Theatrical Stage Employees and Motion
Picture Machine Operators of the United
States and Canada. The occasion was
marked by @ banquet at the Southern
Hotel, the first banquet held by the local
in 15 years. The membership card was
a solid plece of gold appropriately en-
graved.

STOCK REVIEW.
(Coutinued fro mpage 24)
doesn't matter. The torso quivering is
thé thing on the runway, and the ears
of the patrons are not then attuned to
song mor to symmetrical groupings. The
line might be spruced up by either
eliminating some of the ponies or cutting
down on the 'beefies, A better efiect
would be obtained even by retaining the
present line, but giving the girls better
grouping. The rqutines are passable, and

costumes just about suffice.

Very little special scenery in this bill,
and this tells because the house stuff
is nothing to rave about. Mostly flat
stuff, with a change of two cycloramas.

Among the scenes are Elixir of Life,
You're in the Army Now, Worthy Causes
and Pansy Prince. The army scene,
with the comics, Evans-.and Mack, per-
forming the manual of arms, has plenty
of laugh punch, but can be used on some
future occaslon to better results by trim.
ming down at least five minutes. The
few dragging pieces of business have a
deleterious effect on the whole scene.

Double-entendre is heandled with a
great degrée of skill; that is, considering
the house and patronage. The risque
element is played down almost to the
point of complete elimination. Gab 1s
far milder than business, and even the
latter carries a double-meaning  twist.
Inside on this is squawking from the
National outfit about these shows, with
coppers bothering enough to warrant
toning down here and there.

Bill when caught ran a few minutes

exploitation
cardinal needs.
circuits and houses.

Make them brief.

Vaudeville Exploitation

This department is intended as an agency for the dissemination of
ideas as applied exclusively to vaudeville.
feels that energetic and persistent exploitation
8o that the trade may benefit generally from this
feature, we will give due consideration here to stunts and ideas of acts,
Address communications to Elias E. Sugarman,
Vaudeville Editor, The Billboard, 251 W. 42d street, New York, N. Y.

The Billboard
is one of vaudeville's

L]

DR. ROCKWELL—Harry Mandel, RKO’s
New York exploiteer, is laying out an
extensive campaign' for Dr. Rockwell's
vaudeville dates in the city. About
20,000 special folders, clrculars and
newsettes are being distributed, with the
w.-k. monologist writing most of the
material for them The folder is titled
Dr. Rockwell's Guide to Health and is
strictly a gag. Mandel expects to plant
special columns written by Rockwell in
the Brooklyn dailies when the comic
opens in Flushing the last half of this
week.

MRS. HERBERT HOOVER -— The Fox
Theater, Washington, D. C., gained na-
tion-wide attention thru having Mrs.
Hoover, wife of the President, distribute
Christmas baskets and toys to poor
children in the lobby of the house.
Dallies and newsreels recovded the event.
The United States Marine Band afforded
the music for the cntertainment pro-
gram, which was made up mainly of
short subjects.

CHILDREN'S SHOW—Fox’s, St. Louis,
got a raft of space in the city’s dailles
thru staging a Kiddie Rcvue, with a cast

of 250. The only grownup on the
stage was Al Wohlman, m. c., who
took the part of Santa Claus. Most of

the kids were members of the Fanchon
& Marco Free Dancing School and went
thru all sorts of routine dances, adagio
work and specialties. Most of the papers

had feature writers cover the show and
interview members of the cast.

FREE KID SHOW—Thru arrangement
with The Ridgewood Daily Times (Brook-
lyn) and the Lions’ Club, the Ridgewood
(Fox) gave a free matinee for the poor
children of the neighborhood. The Lions’
Club secured a list of names of the less
privileged youngsters, and the dally sent
them letters advising them they would
recive a woolen lumberjacket and a
ticket to the show if calling at the news-
paper offices. The dally gave the stunt
extensive space.

FREE CIRCULARS—Monte MacLevy,
manager of the Fox house in Hempstead,
L. I, arranged with a local children’s
wear store to provide 5,000 circulars, both
the store and theater sharing equally in
space, with the theater doing the dis-
tributing. The kiddie shop stood all ex=
pense of printing.

BAGGAGE TAGS—Eddie Lurie, man-
ager of Fox’s, Wisconsin, made an effec-
tive tieup with the Milwaukee Transfer
Company and the Yellow Cab Transfer
Company, whereby every piece of baggage
of persons coming into the city would be
tagged with an advertisement of the
theater and its shows. The arrangement
is permanent, with the companies pro-
vided with new tags each week by the
theater. :

over two hours, with strip-teasing en-
cores, most of them on demand, taking
up a good half of the running time. The
bill dwindles down In gusto at the finale,
which might be remedied by reserving
one of the punchier scenes for a later
spot. Now they are all bunched in the
first half and early in the post-inter-
mission portion.

The pit outfit here is just about hang-
ing on the fence in making the grade.
Fault lies mostly with 1ts orchestrations.
When that bass drum comes in it sounds
like a heckler trying to break up the
show.

They run silent films here, too. Plano
accompaniment used for the feature
screened preceding the blll at this catch-
ing. The Bowery, at least at People’s,
has not changed in 30 years. Italian
legitimate shows still run here on Sun-
days, with the producer reported work-
ing under a p. c. arrangement with
Felnberg. ELIAS E. SUGARMAN.

KEITH’S HAMILTON——
(Continued from page 19)
remsined for two vaudeviile teams, one
mixed, to walk away with top honors in
laughs and applause. They were Bobby
Pincus, assisted by Isabelle Dwan, and
Jones and Wilson, blackface. Business
was big, but the spotting was a night-

mare.

Johnny Convey and Sisters opened
in an act that, while containing three
people, could just as well have but one.
The two girls have nothing but their
pretty costumes, while Couvey I8 a
standout with his eccentric dancing. The
reaction of the audience was only too
obvious. y

Bob Witt showed as g one-man band
and went over. Almost all of his in-
stmmenqs appear homemade and lhe can
play them, but it remained-for his Rube
Goldberg automatic banjo player to sock
him across.

Murray and Irwin took the trey spot
with one song, a few gags and a lot of
whistling. This reviewer still thinks
their gags are 2 per cent worse than
terrible—~but the whistling is okeh.

Diana Chase, assisted by a male plan-
ist, was on number four with blues sohgs
and bowed off to a good hand. She
would do well to switch the flowery
gown for something that would better
fit 'her blondness, and set the prosce-
nium singing to take place after the
tvory tickler’s Body and Soul solo.

Jones and Wilson got laughs every
time laughs were meant. They work
somewhat on the style of Moran and
Mack, with the smaller of the two break-
ing into song twice and well. A sure-
fire act for all of the intermediates and:
a tossup whether sulted for the Palace
or not.

Cook and Wells showed in a novelty
three-people singing act. One girl is at
the piano, a blond is upright and a male
is .the other member in what appears
t0 be another “Opera vs. Jazz" tura.
The singing is fair, but the man appeurs
to be stralning himself every time he
takes & high note.

Three Aces were also on view for the
one night only. The two boys and girls
do hoofing mainly, most of it good, but
the competitive stepping without music
tekes away half the punch.

Naomi Morton and Company were on
in the eighth position in a skit tagged
Co-ed Daze and entalllng an -evenly
mixed sextet. One boy and a girl do
nothing, while the standard bearer car-
ries the act with her natural gift for
comedy and dancing ability. The other
three members are split as a boy hoqfing

team and a girl high kicker. They went
over.
Bobby Pincus, assisted by Isabelle

Dwan, came on for a miniature riot after
the Wheeler and Woolsey stretch on the
apron. It is only a matter of time be-
fore Pincus will be headlining. Miss
Dwan is capable in song and high-kick
dancing and knocking the standard
bearer all over the place.

Charles Bennington and his eight-boy
harmonica band closed. : They woulid
have topped the bill off much better if
leaning more .on the music instead of
the peg-leg dancing. 4
JOE SCHOENFELD.

+
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By BILL SACHS

(Cincinnati Office)

MEL.ROY, mentalist, is back in Dal-
lag after a brief motor excursion thru
Old Mexico with the entire Mel-Roy
force, including Mrs. Mel-Roy and Mary
Anne Weaver, of Topeka, Kan. office
head; also Grace Dowling, Mildred Shaef-
fer, Marguerite Coughlin, Louise Whar-
ton and J. W. Newman, owner of the
Douglas Magic Shop in Dellas. Newman
made z semi-business trip out of it, as
he is expecting to put in another shop
somewhere in the South, probably San
Antonio. “We all thought of you and
the entire Billbourd staff all along the
tour, especially when we were blowing
the foam off one of these tall thin
ones,” Mel-Roy pens. *“We visited the
willards in San Antonio ahd found
Harry Willard, son of the old wizard,
working day and night on large illu-
slons for this year’s work. He expects
to feature the disappearing automobile.”

BLACKSTONE broke the house record
for all times at the Balaban & Katz
Uptown Theater, Chicago neighborhood
house, the week of December 26 tc Jan-
uery 1, according to & wire received last
week from M. T. Middleton, Blackstone’s
manager. During the week Blackstone
played to 105,000 people for a gross of
$42,000, Middleton says.

L. O. GUNN reports a good seasol: of
maglc along the Pacific Coast. During
the month of December, Gunn says, he
had 16 shows, including a Christmas Day
return engagement on the U. S, A. Sara-
loge, alrplane carrier. i

BOSTON ASSEMBLY No. 9, S. A. M,
on Januery 2 held its first regular meet-
ing of the new year, with impromptu
magic and an exchange auction as the
features of the evening. Bert Adams was
Impromptu card
tricks were demonstrated by Compeers
Bordicott, Cole, Crotty, Stafford, Roy,
Bailey, Appleton, Levin, Cobbett, Adams
and our member-elect, Temnomeroff.
Other effects of great variety were pre-
sented by Compeers Wyman, Boyd, Allee,
Benedict, McGowan and Keller. Dr.
Wardlaw, professor of physiology of the
University at Sydney, Australis, was the
guest of honor.

I. B. M. RING NO. 1, St. Louis, recently
elected the following officers for 1931:
Andrew H. Buehl, president; G. A. John-
son, vice-president; Ben R. Badley, sec-
retary, and Joseph Peskulic, treasurer.

GREAT DEL-MAR and Company are
enjoying fair business in Illinols terri-
tory. Carrying seven people, the troupe
is presenting, besides magic, a repertoire
of comedy and novelty acts. On Janu-
ary ‘19 it is slated to move into the
Indian Theater, Herscher, 111, for an in-
definite engagement. Chester Simpson
is a recent addition to the company.

THE PARENT ASSEMBLY of the S. A.
M. -New VYork, celebrated its  300th
monthly meeting January 3. Dr. W.
Golden Mortimer, founder and organizer,
was present. After the meeting a long
program to satisfy the most rabid ndaglc
fan was provided thru the efforts of
John Mulholland. : The following ap-
peared: Happy Harry Hayden, John Mul-
holland, Arnold Belais, Leo Rullman,
Mme. Barth, William Frazee; Zingonne,
RKO act; Hardeen, Fred Furman,
“Hello Charlie” Nagle, Jan Hagoort, Sam
Margules, Max Holden and Burckel.

THURSDAY EVENING, January 8, at
the RKO Theater, Los Angeles, the South-

NEW BOOK—''Here's Magic,” by HAHNE and JOE
BERG, $1.50. All Maglc Effects and Books car-
ried. Send 10c for Catalog. HOLDEN MAGIC CO.,
233 W. 424 St., New York City.

ern California Assembly of Society of
American Magicians presented Chris
Charlton at the conclusion of his act
with a magic wand, made of California
orange wood, as a memento of his visit.
The presentation was made by Bark-
hann Rosinoff. In a few well-chosen
words Charlton expressed his delight at
being the recipient of an emblem of his
art symbolic of Western hospitality and
California sunshine, and added that
the wand would always remind him of
the magical fellowship and good feeling
that existed between American and
British magicians,

SOUND SHORTS

(Continued jrom page 13)
falling to the flop class is the work of
Charlie Murray, whose Irish eccentrici-
ties will always be surefire.

The story is familiar. Murray is shown
as a top-sergeant in the army of Teddy
Roosevelt’s time, whose boasts get him
into trouble and ultimately get him the
job of going after a bad Spanish bandit.
The ‘bandit, played by Sidney, is enani-
ored of a little dancing belle, and Mur-
ray goes after his man by trying to
make love to the girl. Securing a prom-
ise from the sergeant’ to spend the re-
ward money on the girl, she in turn
promises to turn the bandit over to him
at a proper moment, but the bandit
overhears the plot and cleverly makes
his escape. The entire plot is burlesqued
to the nth degree, a saving grace for
the short. Neighborhoods will Ifke this
subject, tho it hasn't the strength for
the larger houses: C. G. B.

“Strange as It Seems”
{JOHN HIX SERIES NO. 5)
(UNIVERSAL)

STYLE—Filmed world oddities.

TIME—Eleven minutes.

The fifth of the series of Strange as
It Seems shorts, cohceived by the car-
toonist Jobhn Hix, who has a large fol-
lowing in his syndicated newspaper car-
toons all over the country, is as good as
any other similer product on the screen
today, tho it does not maintain the high
interest sthndard of the preceding four
sequences. There are six parts to this
chapter in the Strange as It Seems li-
brary, no one of which appears to be
stranger than the average incidents in
our dally life.

Opening sequence shows & large church
and parsonage bullt entirely from a
large redwood tree, with added disserta-
tion on the giawt redwoods of California.
With the publicity these. trees have had
in years past, it wouldn’t be strange to
hear of and see a whole town built from
a single tree. Another sequence shows
Borax, the midget bull, a freak animal
with pathetic normal-size body = but
stunted legs, followed by a pictorial ac-
count of Orville Stamm, of Merton, Il1,
who allows an upright piano and three
girls to be placed on his crouched body
and sings a chorus of & popular number
with them, and both of these parts are
ne bull either! A rather meaningless
item shows the restless waves of the
ocean along a rocky shore, with the ac-
companying dialog telling us that waves
do not travel, but move up and down,
as tho anybody cared. An eccentric Chi-
nese, sald to be 116 years old, is shown
being surrept:tiously photographed work-
ing about his‘ ramshackle home, and
lastly a stunt dare-devil is shown per-
forming the feat .of jumping from an
airplane to a large haystack, an every-
dey incident in the lives of most dare-
devils. C. G. B.

“The Painter”
(WARNER-VITAPHONE NO, 1137)

STYLE—Otne-act comedy.

TIME—Eight -minutes.

Frank Orth, who has made a number
of shorts with hls vaudeville partner,
Ann Codee, here steps out alone as the
featured star in this Vitaphone short by
Frank Tartus, The Painter. - The tale is
that of the newspaper reporter who calls
on the local institution for the insane
to get a bit of color for an article, and
while there he falls for the account by
one of the inmates of hidden gold and
a chance for wealth, and in the end
shows his own insanity by trying to

carry out the scheme of retrieving the
lucre for & split percentage.

Orth, in his usual breezy style, assays
the role of the reporter, and the dialog,
uncredited, as is also the supporting cast
and direction, fits this diminutive come-
dian’s style like a glove. While calling
on the institution and taking account
of several pathelic cases of insanity,
Orth comes across a chap who doesn't
look crazy nor act it either. The chap
is supposedly painting a beautiful land-
scape with an oversize brush and secvet-
ly tells Orth of the fortune to be won
by a persevering prospector in & hidden
crevasse of a certain mountain. Recturn-
ing unsuccessful to the institution to
report his failure to the mysterious
painter, Orth is handed the brush to do
a little painting himself on the imag-
inary easel. Laughs galore In this one,
which holds up nicely all the way thru.

C. G. B.

“The Laugh Back”
{RED STAR SERIES)
(UNIVERSAL)
STYLE—College comedy (two reels),

TIME—Twenty-one minutes.

Monty Collins is the featured player of
this inane collegiate travesty., actihg as
the maligned college boob who tries to
make a hit with the girl by joining the
football squad. While the idea behind
the story of this short should be good
material, .direction by Stephen Roberts
and the performances of the star and
supporting players keeps this production
from hitting the mark squarely, tho a
few of the youngsters will get a kick out
of the forced slapstick and rough play.

At bhest this two-reeler Is a turgid af-
fair, which lacks momentum. Monty, a
uke-playing boob in love with one of
the cainpus coeds, tries for the football
team despite the enmity he has won for
himself from the team’s captain because
he once stole his dress shirt before a
dance. The grid captain, Butch, deter-
mines to make life miserable for Monty
all thru the training period. Monty fails
to make the team, but is made & uni-
formed waterboy for the foothallers.
While playing & rival team one day, the
opposing side exhausts their reserve
players, and Monty is asked to substi-
tute, dolng everything wrong and help-
ing his own college to come thru win-
ners. There are a number of gags pulled
and possible in the football game, tho
for the most part those attempted here
fall short of their mark. Fair filler for
the neighborhood grinds. C. G. B.

“Audio Review No. 52”°

(PATHE)

STYLE—Varied novelty items.

TIME—Ten minutes.

An interesting three-part short, two of
which items have to do with camers
artistry, and the latter part of which
pays tribute to a great opera singer,
Madame , Schumenn-Heink. The first
sequence, On the Up and Up, is a
chronological compilation of structures
towering into the sky, from the ancient
Cheops pyramid at 450 feet to’the Wash-
ington Monument, the Eifel Tower, the
Chrysler and the Empire State buildings,
the latter thrusting its height up to
1,248 feet, a triumph in modern en-
gineering. Joshua Trees is & camers
record of the cactus plants and growths
in the Mojave Desert of the Southwest-
ern United States region, Howgill's pas-
torel suite, Three Country Sketches,
being the musical accompaniment by the
Symphonic Ensemble for this scenic.

Madame Ernestine Schumann-Heink
blossoms forth as a full-fledged screen
artist in a bit called Hear America First,
in which she Inaugurates her new sing-
ing school in America and to which she
is now devoting most of her time to-
ward tralning young America for the
concert and operatic stages. She is
shown surrounded by several of her new
pupils and dlder  ones, prefacing her
performance for Audio Review. with a
few words and banter on her aspirations.
Two songs are rendered In this sequence,
one by her protege, Inga Wank, and the
other by Madame herself, doing Brahms’
Wiegenlied. A noteworthy reel.

C. G. B.
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Learn to be a
Magician

For thefirst time in the history of Magic the
age-old, sacredly guarded secrets of the Mys-
tic Art are being revealed. Now at last you
can learn to be a Real Professional Magiciant
Yes, and you can learn this wonderful

art easily and quickly AT HOME. You are
taught the mysterious Principles h{’whlch
the%’rofessionai, Magician works. You are
taught everything
fromwonderful im-
promptu effects to
massive_stage illu-
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MAGIC

TRICKS, BOOK8 AND SUPPLIES.

Feature Acts in Mind Reading and Spirituallsm,
Large stock. est quality. Pronipt shipments.
Large Illustrated Professional Catalog, 20c.

THE OLD RELIABLE

CHICAGO MAGIC CO.
Dept. D140 8, Dearborn 8t., Room 1038, Chicago, Il

1830 CATALOG READY!

Amaze and mystily! Send today for our

latest 1930 edition of '*The Book of 1,000

Wonders.”” Explains many tricks you can

do. Also catalogs South’s dargest Magic

line. Price 10c. LYLE DOUGLAS, 1616

Commerce Bt., Dallas, Texas,
CATALOGS and 17

F
MAGIC S3LAT Svaons, s
s

None Free. BLAIR L. GILBERT, 11135 8o. Irving,
Chicago, Phone, Bev. 0522,
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By BOB EMMET
(Cincinnati Office)

JOHN R. VAN ARNAM reopened his
minstrel company at Jamestown, N. Y.,
after the Christmas season layoff, for the
Warner Brothers on New Year's Day, Re-
ports from the show indicate that busi-
ness has been very good since the re-
openjing. Van Arnam's Mingstrels are
playing in conjunction with the pictures,
giving a one-hour show in the form of a
presentation. ‘The show 1s booked for
the full winter seagon and will play
Florida for six weeks, openi:qg in Jack-
sonville. The roster of the company:
Principal comedians, Billy Henderson,
Micky Arnold, Al (Weedy) Plnard and
Jimmy Leamy; singers, Charles Wright,
Carl Graves, Lloyd Burrows, Carl Bab-
cock, Whitmore Babcock and Fred Spicer;
musiclans, Peter Brady, James Hartman,
John Parsons, Lloyd Gilbert, Kenneth
Haines, Harry Spalding, Clarence Hart
and William Ackerman; specialty artists,
Gene Gerald, impersonations; Harry La-
toy. juggler; George Henry, in Minsirel
Moments, and Arnold and Leamy, danc-
ing act.

ARRANGED BY JOHN VOGEL, the sec-
ond show of the winter season. was given
by the profesgional talent at the Elks’
Home, Bedford, Va., recently. George E.
Mitchell sends in a copy of the program
The minstrels. living at the home had
the assistance of outside talent, inglud-
ing the Firemen's Girl Band of Bedford.
Featured comedians were GCeorge E.
Mitchell, Dan Crowley, Doc Woodruff and
John Smith, the last named a bass solo-
ist. In the girls’ band were Bobe Suther-
land, Lois Johnson, Hortense Carter, sax-
ophones; Nell Mackey, cornet; Beulah
Layne, clarinet; the Carter Sisters, ukes;
Mrs. Marsh, plano, and Helen Carper and
Frances Goode, cornets.

EDWARD H. GRUZARD, formerly a
popular minstrel man, was a visitor in
Cincinnati last week. Gruzard lingered
long enough en route to Columbus. O.,
to meet George Engelbreth and other old
friends among the natives, He is now

with Louls J. Valle’s Radio Orchestra,

for e '
Minstrel Show

America’s unrivaled selection of Complete
Minstrel First Parts, Blackface Plays, Open-
ing Choruses, Minstrel and Comedy Songs,
Jokes, Gags, Posters, Make-up Goods, Wigs,
Bones, Tambourines—everything to gnt.]ife
and snap into your show. Send for Special
Minstrel Catalog.

Denison’s Plays and Funtertainments

are known everywhere.  Eetablished

over 60 years. Send for Catalog.

T. S. DENISON & CO.

623 S.Wabash Ave., Dept. 150 Chicago,Ill.

COSTUNMENS

MINSTREL and
MUSICAL SHOWS
SCENIC EFFECTS—EVERYTHING.
Send for 1931 IMustrated Catalog of
the Finest. THEY COST NO MORE,

HOOKER - HOWE COSTUME ¢€O.
46-52 So. Main, HAVERHILL, MASS.

BIG MINSTREL SHOW, $5

Amateur, Little Theatre, Radlo, Vodvil' Material,
E. I. GAMBLE, Playwright, East Liverpool, O.

which lias its home port in Waco, Tex.
Oldtimers will remember Ed as a mem-
ber of the Neil O’'Brien troupe in 1912-
’13; with the San Francisco Minstrels in
1899-1900; Who, What and When Min-
strels, 1902-'03; Haverly Minstrels, 1904-
'05; owner of the Georgla Black and Tan
Minstrels in 1911, and later with the
Haag and Walter L. Main circuses.

JOSE TORRES, veteran of the minstrel
stage, writes from Shelby, Miss., that he
is temporarily laying off for a rest in
that town and would like to hear from
old minstrel assoclates and other friends
in the profession, especlally Zack White
and Golde Ricks.

JE—

LARRY AGEE, JR., Sunday editor of
The Nashville Tennesseean, reports hiv-
ing a pleasant visit recently with Billy
Beard, when the minstrel star was play-
ing the Paramount Theater, that city,
December 22-24. ‘“The Party From the
South” is going strong with his vaude-
ville act, assisted by Bob Sykes at the
plano, the newspaperman says. Billy
was always a strong drawing card In
Nashville and his visit this time demon-
strated that his old following had not
forgotien him. He was greeted at each
show with a big hand.

MONTI SMITH, of Simcoe, Ont, Can.,
reports that the minstrelsy interest thru-
out the Canadlan section is steadily re~
claiming Itself and is of the opinion that
the National Minstrel Players and Fans'
Assoclation will do much toward the
bringing back of this popular old-time
entertainment,

HONOLULU has its minstrel boosters
in Oliver T. Nelson and Howard S. Nel-
son, formerly known as the Hollywood
Troubadours, of the Nelson Studios, Hol-
lywood, Callf. These boys are now lo-
cated in the territory of Hawall and hope
to produce many minstrel shows in that
section within the next few months.

ED (DOC) BACON, former member of
the Hi Henry Minstrels, writing from In-
dianapolis, Ind., states that the interest
for minstrelsy will never dle out if he
can help it. "I belleve in minstrelsy as
much today as I ever did and shall al-
ways continue to boost the cause of this,
the grandest of all entertainment attrac-
tions, I wish the N. M. P. & F. A. every
success,” he says.

LARRY GARDNER, goloist, will be
heard again over the air. “Guess I'll
have to give ’em some good old minstrel
numbers,” says Larry, who is contem-
plating a connection with radlo station
WJAY, Cleveland.

A REAL OLD~TIME minstrel party was
held one night last week at the home of
Bob Reed, minstrel producer of Cleve-
land. Those attending were Robert and
Sally McLaughlin, Jerry Threkeld, Jimmy
Kelly, Larry Gardneyr; Leo Schamadan,
minstrel cartoonist; Warren Kipp, for-
merly of the Colonlal Minstrels at o-
ledo; Leon Schamadan, Jr. Mrs. Reed
graclously supplied the cork opry “pi-
rates” with a buffet luncheon. 'Just
2 little Yuletide visit,” says Leo Schama-
dan, claiming the nut-cracking cham-
plonship of the world (pecans).

GEORGE MANNO, Thomas Doty and
Harold Simon are newcomers to the
Cleveland minstrel colony and will ap-
pear with Reed’s Roaming Minstrels dur-
ing the remaining period of the winter
minstre]l season. George and Harold are
banjo specialists and Thomas Doty oc-
cuples an end chailr. These minstrel
youngsters have appeared in various min-
strel presentations and are In popular
favor with Cleveland audiences.

GEORGE GUY and John W. Vogel are
the two oldest active minstrel promoters
and producers in the business today.
What a combination these two would
make 1if they should happen to Jjoin
hands in the presentation of minstrelsy
during the coming years. Just imagine
what a banner announcing “Tonight, at
the John Doe High School Auditorium,
George R. Guy and John W. Vogel’'s Com-
bined Minstrels” would do in filling that
suditorium. What & aagnificent clos-

ing chapter it would make for two bril-
lant minstrelsy careers, a true revival
of “Minstrel Parades Gone By".

YACHT CLUB MINSTRELS, of New
Britain, Conn., with E. E}mer Johnson,
directing, are now appearing thruout the
Connectlcut territory. Reports state that
the boys have a real snappy minstyel
show and all of the boys are finished
minstrels. The troupe numbers 20 per-
formers. The boys appear in true sailor
fashion in harmony with their adopted
name. Dave Mathewson is the muslical
director; Arthur F. Hayes, secretary; S, B,
Hatoff, business manager, and the troupe
enjoys a record of bejng 100 per cent
menibership in the N. M. P, & F. A.

- MINSTREL PROMOTERS who expect
to have a show on the road during the
month of April, 1931, will perhaps be

glad to learn of the first annual conven-’

tion meeting of the National Minstrel
Players & Fans’ Assoclation, which will
be held at Cincinnati April 21, 22 and
23. Every co-operation will be extended
to any minstrel show desiring to make
Cincinnati during that period. If you
are interested write to Robert Reed, na-
tional secretary ¢f the N. M. P. & F. A,
for complete data and information.

N. M. P. & F. A. Notes

By Robert Reed, Secretary
7713 Linwood Ave.; Cleveland, O.

National Minstrel Players and Fans'
Assoclation, thru its national headquar=-
ters, reports that the association activi-
tiés during the closing days of 1930 have
been exceedingly heavy, numerous re-
quests for membership applications hav-
ing been receilved, all desirous of secur-
ing enrollment as charter memt\ers.
Due to the strong desire of those mak-
ing application for membership to énroll
as charter members, it has been decided
to keep the charter open indefinitely,
thus permitting enrollment as charter
members for the early applicants of the
year of 1931. However, $2 must accom-
pany each membership application for-
warded to national headquarters. All
checks or money orders must be made
payable to the secretary-treasurer, Rob-
ert Reed. d

Assogiation emblem coat lapel {)lns will
be ready within a few weeks. Members
desirous @f securing same may forward
thelr order request to headquarters to-
gether with 50 cents to cover cost of pin
and postage. Emblem pins will be mailed
out in the order of receipt. These pins
are done in gold and black and are in
the design of a minilature tambourine
as per the design created by our vice-
president, John T. McCann, of Dayton,
Q. Forwarg your request order for asso-
clajion emblem pin tp headquarters as
early as possible to assure your securing
same from the first shipment.

Acknowledging recelpt of information
request communications from Ed (Doc)
Bacon, Indianapolls, Ind.; E. M. Howe,
Ipswich, Mass.; Oliver T. Nelson and
Howard S. Nelson, Territory of Hawail.
Replles to each are now en route.

Yacht Club Minstrels, of New Britain,
Conn,, under the leadership of E. Elmer
Johnson, celebrated the entry of the new
year by enrolling into membership of
the minstrel assoclation with a 100 per
cent troupe membership record. This
unit conslsts of 20 members and the
boys are now playing the Connecticut
territory.

Membership certificates have been is-
sued during the past week to Charles
Reedy, James J. Smith, both of Schenec-
tady, N. Y; C. O. Brown, Joplin, Mo;
Thos, Doty, George Mano, Harold Simon,
Willam Bew, all of Cleveland; E. Elmer
Johnson, Arthur F. Hayes, D. A. Mathew-
son, S. B. Hatoff, Harold Johnson, Ed-
ward Hedwall, C. L. Hamilton, Alfred E.
Pilz, Chas, E. Gladden, Andrew L. Nelson
afid George W. Mitchell, all members of
the Yacht Club Minstrels, New Britain,
Conn. Due to the fact that some of the
boys of this troupe were away over the
holidays their certificates of membership
have been held up until such a time as
when they will have returned to the
New Britain section.

Your secretary deeply appreciates the
co-operation of all membsers who have

forwarded annual dues for the year of
1931. No statements will be sent out, so
the co-operation of all members in this
respect will be very much appreciated.
There is much to be done during the
next few months and every little assist-
ance that our members can render to
your secretary will not only save us time,
but will also save much labor and ex-
pense to your minstrel assoclation. Re-
member that the convention arrange-
ments are nQw taking up much of our
time, so we ask your fullest co-operation
to the end that all will share in this
preparation.

Thank you to all members who for.
warded the greetings of the season to
your secretary during the past week.
We are sorry that the assoclation funds
would not permit out malling greetings
to all of our members. However, we ex-
tend to each of you the well wishes of
the assoclafion for the coming season.

National headquarters would like to
hear from any minstrel promoter that
now has a minstrel show on the road or
expects to have one by April, 1981.

Commerce Chamber Spounsors
Chantaugna in Orlando, Fla.

ORLANDO, Fla, Jan. 12—Redpath
Chautauqua will be put on in Orlando,
Fla., this year in an unusual way and
one that is certaln to attract a lot of
attention from those interested in this
type of amusement. The Municipal
Auditorium has been engaged by the
Orange County Chamber of Commerce,
which has bought the program outrighw.
The committee will pitch the tent on
the main floor of the auditorium, using
the stage and scenery already there, as
well as the comfortable seats. Orlando
will have no real dramatic shows, this
season except the two plays which are
a part of the Redpath program. This
fact alone, well advertised, is certain ta
glve some large audiences. The dates
at Orlando are set for five days, begin.
ning March 20.

Evansville Auditorium
Plays Fine Attractions

EVANSVILLE, Ind. Jan. 10.—The Coli-
seum is enjoying good business with road
shows, athletic events and other attrac-
tlons. Walker Whiteside played here fo
good business, and Strange Interlude
comes tomorrow, to be followed by the
Automobile Show January 12-18; Minne-
apolls Symphony Orchestra, January 22;
Paderewskl, January 23. Then comes &
colored revue on January 25, 26 and 27.
Such attractions as these are being:
booked and the prospect is for few dark
nights. Marce E. Bowen, who took the
business management of the Coliseum
December 29, says he intends to keep the
house occupled both in winter and sum=~
mer seasons.

Encouraging Outlook
Is Noted in Buffalo

BUFFALO, Jan. 10.—The first half of
the 1930-’31 legitimate season here was
more encouraging than a year ago, both
the Shubert-Teck and the Erlange:
housing mgcre shows than they did last
season, So far five shows, Dracula, Sisters
of the Chorus; Hello, Paris; Bad Girl
and The Blue Ghost have been at the
Shubert-Teck, as compared with  four
productions last season.

At the Erlanger so far this year have
appeared Pagan Lady, Ripples, Cherries
Are Ripe, The Tavern, Ladies of the Jury
and Thurston, compared with five shows
last year. Most of the shows did well,
the managers report, four drawinhg near~
capacity audiences.

Cincinnati Players Robbed

Peggy Fitch, member of the National
Players at the Cox Theater, Cincinnati,
complained to the police last week that
she had been robbed of jewelry worth
$138. - May Fay Bell, also of the com-
pany, lost earrings worth $15. The
jewelry was stolen from dressing rooms.
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Pathe Losses
Big in 1930

Kennedy estimates $23,-
000 is weekly deficit for
three quarters

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Pathe Exchange,
Inc., reports net losses for the first three
quarterly periods of this year, being 40
weeks ending October 4, of $1,043,267.05.
This Includes profit and loss credits in
the amount of $154,451.13, x‘e;{resentmg
income on pictures which were previous-'
ly the subject of charges to surplus and
—or speclal reserve because of excessive
book values as of Aprll 21, 1928. The
net loss of these 40 weeks compares with
a net profit of $554.231.01 (n the 40
weeks ending October 5, 1928, 1h which
period there was charged ageinst surplus
and--or speclal reserve $964,313.11 in
excessive book value of pictures as of
April 21, 1928.

Joseph P. Kehnedy estimated the
weekly n€t loss of Pathe for the first
three periods of this year at about $23,-
000. According to the figures above the
net loss is a little above $26,000.

In the perilods covered above Pathe’s
gross sales and rentals were $I1,236.401,
as against $13,890,571, or a drop of 82,-
660,171, It cost Pathe $801,154 more for
sales and administrative operation than
the company grossed in the same period,
this item appearing on the statement as
$12,037,5566.

For the third quarter of this year the
loss Is reported as $385,236, comparing
with & net profit of $29,894 for the same
quarter last year. In this perlod gross
sales and rentals totaled 2,968,078, as
compared with $3,783,616, or\a drop of
$798,438 from the same period the year
before.

Wallace Plans Another Play

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—Edgar Wallace,
English novelist and playwright, will
produce another of his plays in London
shortly entitled Smoky Cell. The plot
Is concerned with New York gangsters
and cealls for an all-male tast. If the
play is a success in London, Wallace will
put it on here where he is already rep-
resented by On the Spot, in which Crane
Wilbur, Anna May Wong and Glenda
Farrell are featured.

Projectionists Elect

SEATTLE, Wash., Jan. 10—Chapter 17,
Seafitle chapter of the American Projec-
tionists’ Society, has held its annual elec.
tion in this city, naming as its officers for
the ensuing year Richard Crist, presi-
dent; Charles Crickmore, vice-president;
George Kalushe, secretary; Ernie A, Clark,
treasurer; Fred Jiencke, sergeant gt arms;
H. B. Hobbs and J. A. Schlumb, directors.
Installation of the new officers was con-
ducted by Locksley Clark, president of
Vancouver, B. C., Chapter 11.

Toronto Test Case Falls

TORONTO, Jan. 10.—The much-adver.
tised test case of the Canadian Perform-
ing Right Soclety in its lawsuit brought
to the courts here in 2an endeavor to
cqllect fees from radio stations and cab-
arets came to an abrupt end when its
action against Sam Applebaum, local
theater manager, was dropped suddenly.
At the request of the complainant and
on the consent of the crown, charges
glleging infringement of the copyright
act were withdrawn by Magistrate Ed-
ward Jones in Men's Police Court here.

To Produce “The Chimes”

ALBION, Mich,, Jan. 12 —Claude Ams-
den, producing manager of the Wolver-
ine Company, is presenting the opera,
Chimes of Normandy, for the Welfare
Community Fund of Albion. There will
be a cast and chorus of 76 people.

fl
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ERNEST GLENDINNING, who has
been on and off Broadway for the
last 10 years in “Lite Miss Blue-
beard”’, “Flight” and “Candle-Light”,
is now playing a gullible gentleman
~opposite the three young ladies who
appear in “The Greeks Had a Word

for It”, under the management of
William Harris, Jr.

Plunkett Defei‘s
Division Changes

NEW YORK, Jan, 10—Joseph Plunkeit,
vice-president and general manager Of
RKO, is deferring action on the realign-
ment of certain theater divisions as
related In last week’s Billboard until his
return from 2 Midwestern trip. He left
Wednesday night for Cleveland and will
visit, in turn, Youngstown, Toledo and
Detroit,

Altho he had intended to sail abroad
with B, B. Kahane, also an RKO vice-
president and Its pgeneral counsel,
Plunkett has been forced to abandon
this idea because of the pressure of his
home-office duties. He will return here
next Saturday or the following Monday.
While he 1s gone Plunkett's detal] work
will be handled by Nate Blumberg and
Major L. E. Thompson, his assistants.

Gayety, Louisville,
Passes to Sam Holman

LOUISVILLE, Ky., Jan. 12—The Gay-
ety, former Mutual Wheel house, which
falled to open last August, has been
taken over by.Sam Holman, local ball-
room operator. Twenty-five performers
are working in the burlesque stock com-
peany, which is doing three shows a day,
no pictures, popular prices.

Performers have been getting a break
in this town in the last few months.
After a strict talkle diet, the National
put in Fanchon & Marco shows; the
Savoy reopened with the Happy Ray
Company of 25; Billy Rendon’s Hippo-
drome opened with mausical comedy
stock, and now the Gayety steps forth,

Better Business Comes
With Holidays to Toronto

TORONTO, Jan. 10.—The predicted re-
vival of interest on the part of the pub-
lic in the spoken drama was unmistak-
ably manifested during the two weeks
of the Christmas pantomime, Sinbad, at
the Royal Alexandra Theater here, when
all performances were crowded and the
daily matinees brought capaclty houses.

G. G. Garrette ang E. M. Rawley, rep-
resenting the Canadian capital and pro-
duced by Captain M. W. Plunkett, were
responsible for the production, which
was organized for a special season. The
cast Included Rita Nuttall, Bertram
Langely, Charlie Jeeves, Red Newman,
Audrie Carline, Pat Rafferty, Fred Em-
ney, Harry Binns, Curly Nixon, Betty
Lucas, Jessie Butt; Fred Karno, Jr.; Tom
Ellis, Violet West, Al Plunkett and Ralph
Judge. Fred Emney supplied the book
and lyrics. From Toronto the show went
to His Majesty’s Theater, Montreal.

Fox To Aid
Its Managers

Home office will concen-
trate on openings, reopen-
ings—forestalls alibis

NEW YORK, Jan. 12—Fox has organe
ized a committee from its h.-o. theater-
operating and publicity staffs to ald
house managers in the East on all spe-
cial exploitation campaigns, especially
thoge having to do with thq opening or
reopening of houses. This will also apply
to changes of policy.

This committee, referred to by Fox as
its *shock troops”, will assemble al} ex-
ploitation ideas that have proved suc-
cessful in the past and apply them to
theaters when called upon by the house
managers. On the opening of a theater
in a town the committee will make the
trip as a body, with each member tak-
ing charge of the angle in which he is
a specialist.

The members of the group include
Mike Vogel, manager of the Park Plaza,
Bronx, exploitation, and Morris Kinzler,
publicity. Carl R. Mos or Maxwell Shane,
both of the h. o, will do the special
advertising. Where the houses play Fan-
chon & Marco Ideas or vaudeville, a man
from the production wing will handle
the stage end. €. A. Caballero will send
one of his technicians on projection,
sound and lighting when necessary.

The solicitation of help from the com-
mittee by a house manager will be
looked upon as a sign of progressiveness
rather than weakness by the operating
heads. The latter figure that most mean-
agers have enough to do handling their
theater detail without having to worry
about exploitation campaigns. This
about eliminates the last alibi a Fox
manager could have about lack of co-
operation from the h. o.

Saranac Lake

Miss McCarthy, Mr. Bennett and Migs
Levenson motored to Saranac to spend
the holidays with Monroe Coleman,

Frank Clayton, of Tupper Lake; paid
a visit to the Lodge to see Mike Mec-
Mamee. .

Vernon Laurance returned to the
Lodge to continue the cure after spend-
ing a few weeks with his family in New
York.

Ford Raymond and Fred Buck are now
sharing a porch. Fred Buck returned
from. a visit in New York, bringing a
guitar and banjo with him to entertain
his fellow patients.

“Bronco”, our pet dog mascot of the
Lodge, is very sick, All the bed patientis
miss his dally visits to their rooms. Doc-
tor diagnoses his trouble as too many
sweets.

Eddle Voss was happily surprised when
the bed patients of the Lodge presented
him with a beautiful gold wrist watch.
Eddie and his automobile are alwaya
ready to do favors. Eddie is everybody’s
pal at the Lodge.

Grant Simpson, husband of Lulu Mc-
Conne}l, has left for his home in Long
Island. Many of the NVA patients were
at the depot to bld the popular Grant
farewell.

Mary Wellday, =2 singer, is now in
training to become a nurse at the fa-
mous Trudeau Sanatorium, Saranac. Miss
Wellday cured here for two years.

Eddle DeCaro, of DeCaro, Wolf and
DeCaro, is now on exercise and is look-
ing the picture of health.

John Foley, the Jimmie Walker of
Saranac, paid a new year call to all the
patients of ‘the Lodge. John is looking
fine after his stay of four months in
bed.

Plenty of snow and 20 below zero here.

Write to your sick friends in Saranac
Lake.

Miami Beach Mayor
Former Stock Actor

MIAMI BEACH, Fla.,, Jan. 12.—Val O
Cleary, recently elected mayor of Miam}
Beach, Is an old theatrical man, well
remembered in the profession. The new
mayor and his wife were formerly the
leading man and leading woman, re-
spectively, of the Pickert Stock Com-
pany, one of Florida's ploneer theatrical
organizations.

Mayor Cleary retired from the foot-
lights 11 years ago. He was successful
in business and in 1925 he built a home
at Miami Beach at a cost of $85,000. He
has been a leading citizen for the last
decacle and has been prominent {n va-
rious organizations, including the Miami
Beach Lodge of Masons, @f which he is
worshipful master; the Lions’ Club and
other fraternal, social and benevolent or-
ganizations. His interest in showfolks
and the show business is still as keen
as ever.

New Play of Cixcus Life

NEW YORK. Jan. 10.—Saul Abraham
and Willlam Fields, respectively general
menager and press agent for Green &
Gensler, will produce a play called
Priyilege Car, which they have bought
from, Willard Keefe atd Edward J, Foran.
The play deals with circus life on the
road. ' Foran was formerly a boss can-
vasman for the Sparks and Hagenbeck-
Wallace ciycuses. Keefe is a Broadway
columnist, playwright and publicity
man, who was coauthor of Gentlemen of
the Press. The play will go into re-
hearsal shortly under the direction of
Melville Burke.

— [N PHILADELPHIA —

~—. EVERYBODY STOPS AT THE

HOTEL WINDSOR

1225 Filbert S{reet, gpoosite, City Hall

300 Newly Furnisbed Rooms, All with Running
Hot and Cold Water.
$8.00 Bingle, $12.00 Double, $15.00 with Bath.
WILLIAM HYMAN, Prop.
Formerly of the Islesworth Hotel, Atlantic City,

H. R. "GOLDIE” GOLDBERG, Manager.

‘—GRA NT H OTEL—‘

Madison and Dearborn Streets,

CHICAGO

260 OLEAN, COMFORTABLE ROOMS.
In the Center of Everything.
Bpeclal Rates to the Profession.

Phone, Randolph 3241,

Hotel Raleigh

648 N. Dearborn $t., CHICAGO

Where You Can Sleep Anytime—Day or Night,
Single, $8 reek and up. Front Rooms at $10
Week, Double Sultes, Rooms, 2 Beds and
Private Bath, $15 and $18 per Week, 1
5885,

e Phone,

LOWEST RATES IN PHILA.

HOTEL WALNUT
UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
208 S. 8th St. (Near Walnut St.}
8ingle, Daily, $1.00 np; Weekly, $6.00 up.
Double, Daily, $2.00 np; Weekly, $9.00 up.
With Bath, Weekly, Single, $8.00 up; Dou-
ble, $10.00 up.

[ IRVING HOTEL

Newly Farnished. 917 Walnut Street,
PHILADELPHIA
100 OUTSIDE ROOMS,
Weekly—Single, $9; Double, $12; Three, $15.
With Bath—8lngle, $12; Doable, $16; Four, $22.
This Rate foy Performers Only.
DAVID ROSEN, Prop.

NEW YORK CITY
201 & 203 West 117th Street

THE HAMILTON. Facing Dewey Square Park,
Seventh Avenue and St. Nicholas Avenue. 300
Modern F d Rgoms. ansit Fa-
minutes to Times Square. Weekly
: e Rooms, $8.00-$10.00. With Kitch-
enette and Private Bath, $8.50-513.50. Apartmenta,
$11.00 to $16.00. Transients. Bingle, $1.50 to $2.00;
Double, $3.00. Excetlent hotel service.

Phone, Kingsley, 0580,




38

The Billboard — LITTLE THEATERS

January 17, 1931

Mzt. Vernon
Spurs Writers

George L. Pendleton, mem-
ber of Community Play-
ers, urges original plays

George L. Pendleton, of the Mt.
Vernon Community Players and ecditor
of the little theater journal The
Prompter, recently stated that:

“The Community Players group has
for years sought original play material
from its members. In fact, one of the
purposes of the group included in the
by-laws is ‘to encourage those who write
by producing original plays’. Up to two
years ag0 a number of commendable
one-act plays had been written by our
members and produced publicly. More
recently, however, an appreciable lack
of such material has been noted. We
cannot see why this should be. Chan-
nels have been provided for the review
of original plays thru our criticisms and
studio committees. Perhaps we have not
encouraged our members sufficiently to
write; perhaps our pegple have not the
necessary interest—in any case, we see a
distinct need for greater creative work
among ourselves in the writing of plays.

“This want is evidently more widely
felt than in our particular group. In
8 letter to the Westchester Drama Asso-
cfation concerning the recent drama con-
ference, Daniel Frohman said, in part:

“ 'What the stage mostly needs now
is encouragement to writers for the
stage. Plays are needed. and the right
kind of a play will always draw & full
lhiouse, no matter how many theaters
there are, therefore the encouragement
to authors would be a fine momentum
in that direction.’

*The right sort of play will always
draw good houses in Mount Vernon. Why
cannot we develop more of them from
within, instead of always having to
select them from outside?

“As a means of encouraging original
playwriting we suggest that our members
who have had original plays produced
here submit them again in order that
an effort may be made to have them
published. We have seen many collec-
tions of one-act plays from other little
theaters, none of which were superior to
our own plays. There are at least six,
possibly more, producible manuscripts
which have more than an even chance
of being accepted by a publisher.”

‘Association Players, N. Y.,
Will Present “Revue Intime”

The Association Players of the YMHA
will present Revue Intime on January
31 and February 1. The revue will be
in 22 scenes, with a cast of 50 players.
The lyrics, music and book have been
written by members of the Association
Players.

AP LAYSH
AMATEURS AND PROFESSIONALS:

e SKITS. PIANOLOGUES,

STUNTS, MONOLOGUES,

MINSTREL, READINGS,

VAUDEVILLE, FARCES,

ATTRACTIONS, PLAYS,

Send for FREE CATALOGS.
IVAN BLOOM HARDIN CO.
3806 Cottage Grove Ave.,, DES MOINES, IA.

PLAYS PLAYS

have the newest and most attractive, 83
ycll as the largest assortment of Plays in the
world. Bend four cents for our new lat.

i SAMUEL FRENCH
(Incorporated 1898)
Oldat play publiskers in the world,
25 West 45th Street. NEW YORK CITY.

LOCAL TALENT SUCCESSES.

PLAY S°cs3 75

lh\RRlSON‘ COLFGROVL,

1433 Champa St. Denver, Colo.
S

il:uv LIST OF a:au-n:m:uvs ' R ESTIMATE
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Eva Le Gallienne’s

Students

Give Fine Test Performance

EV.4 LE GALLIENNE, founder and
director of the Civic Repertory Thea-
ter, New York City.

The junior branch of the Civic Reper-
tory Theater proved a deep conviction
to us last night in their presentation
of Martine, by Jean Jacques Bernard.
They proved positively and beyond the
shadow of doubt that amateurs can be
taught the mood of the theater. ‘These
young players, in their first public per-
formance, were utterly unconscious of
the eager faces of relatives, friends and
champions facing them in the ranks of
ithe audience. That plush wall of mys-
tery which divided them and which al-
most always is brutally shattered by
fledglings of the theater was ever pres-
ent, Without it the wistful and some-
what bewildering drama of Martine
would have lost its halo of spiritual
imaginativeness.

The depth of sincerity and intensity
displayed by these young actors was
unusual, but outstanding was their sense
of timing, the delightful pauses and
almost imperceptible little intakes of
breath, the lights and shades of speech
and the varying vocal intonations. Some-
thing beyond themnselves, beyond the al-

most unearthly tragedy of love expressed
in the play, shone with a radiance that
a4 master hand had imparted. The aura
of Eve Le Gallienne was ublguitous.

The play. a difficult and «t times ¢on-
fusing one. centers priuclpﬂlli abott
Martine. a little French pessant givl,
whose heart and life are hroken bhecause
of a Jove which 2t her life as flzetingly
and with ng little meaning as it eame.
Crucdely enough, we modernistic mortals
might find it hard to vnaerstand a wom-
an torturing and siowly killing herself
lecause oi an unrequited love, but there
are blossoms which break more easily
than others, ancd droopivg, slewly die
for lack of the sun, siill shining, but
which they no more see.

Such is the story of Martine, and its
cast of five must give this drama its
effectiveness thru genuine expression of
manner, poise and speech. Reason, per-
kaps, why Miss Le Gallienne chose it as
a test play for the first public appear-
ance of her studio group graduated from
the apprentice school under her leader-
ship.

Estelle Scheer played the role of the
unhappy little Martine, with Arnolg
Moss cast as Jullan Mervan; Howard da
Silva, as Alfred Murieux; May Sarton, as
Madame Mervan, and Edith Lane, as
~Jeanne Chailland. The play was adapted
by Arnold Moss, and directed by Robert
F. Ross, a member of Miss Le Gallienne's
Civic Repertory Company.

In 1927 Miss Le Gellienne established
an apprentice group in order to aid the
young students who wished to study for
the stage. This first studio group, ap-
pearing in Martine, consists of a number
of students on scholarships graduated
from the apprentice group. The per-
formance marked the professional debut
of the student body.

Miss Le Gallienne's group of students of
the theater is limited to 30 members be-
tween the ages of 15 and 25. and they
receive their tuition free, With the as-
sistance of regular members of the Civic
Repertory Theater they are rehearsed in
plays, allowed to watch all the rehearsals
of the plays t0 be presented during the
scason, instructed in makeup, and at-
tend talks and conferences by Miss Le
Gallienne as part of the regime.

J. M. B.

European Tours

Set for Spring

Walter Prichard Eaton and Sheldon
Cheney, leading experts in stagecraft, are
to conduct drama tours to Europe in
the late spring and summer, according
to an announcement made by the Dramsa
Yeague of America.

Mr. Eaton, author of The American
Stage of Today, The Actor's Heritage and
a recent history of the Theater Guild,
will lead the fourth annual Summer
Theater Tour, which is scheduled to sail
from New York on July 4. The party
will be in England for the Shakespeare
Festival, in Orange for the yearly festi-
val in the Theater Antique, in Salzburyg
for the Reinhardt Festival and in Heidel-
berg., Munich and Bayreuth for their
festlval seasons. Interviews are being
arranged with Sir Barry Jackson, Sir
Archibald Flower, Max Reinhardt, Gor-
don Craig, the Capeks and others. Spe-
cial features will intlude visits back-
stage to investigate theatrical equipnient
and machinery, and the party wiil en-
joy plays from both sides of the foot-
lights.

Sheldon Cheney, outstanding expo-
vent of theater arts and author of The-
Theatcr——1,000 Ycars of Stage Decoration
and the recently published New World
Avchitecture, will lead the Russian The-
ater Tour. This novel trip saiis from
New York on May @ in order to reach
the Soviet Republic while the theaters
arc still -open. It is designed to give
students o fascinating opportunity to

view Russia, as well as to study out-
standing ‘examples of the new drama.
The director will give lectures on the
experimental and workers' theaters and
there will be frequent comparisons with
the Continental methods and with the
Russian school preceding and following
the work of Stanislavsky. Rehearsals
will be attended, and conferences will be
held with leading producers. Theaters to
be visited Include the Meyerhold Thea-
ter, Moscow Art Theaters, Kamerny The-
ater, Blue Blouse Troupes, Theater of
Social Satire in Moscow and Ukranian
National Theater.

Neighborhood Playhouse,
N. Y., Gives Holiday Program

Distinctive among the announcements
of children’'s entertainments and amuse-
ments listed for the holiday season was
the presentation of Fetes in France at
the Hecksclier Theater December 29 by
the Junior Players of the Neighborhood
Playhouse,

First was a short marionette version
of Debussy’s La Boita a Joujoux (The
Toy Bozx), theh an imaginary ritual of
Christmas Eve and, third. 4 Gateway in
Provence, which is based on a ballad
brought directly from :the land of the
troubadours.

Esther, Peck, the artist, supervised the
cxecution of lier own designs for the
colorful costumes and settings. Blanche
Talmud staged the entire production.

Besides the matinees at the Heckscher
Theater- the performance was repeated
for the benefit of the Birch-Walthen
School, and on New Year’s Day in the
Court of Sculpture at the Brooklyn Mu-
seum.

Group to Open
At Palm Beach

Muriel McCormack’s tiny
playhouse ready this month
for season of 11 weeks

During the middle of January the
Palm Beach Playhouse, giminutive thea-
ter endowed by Muriel McCormick, opens
its doors to the elite community. Mr.
Pim Passes By, A. A. Milne's well-known
comedy, is the initial offering of the
season, which is expected to last about
11 weeks.

The little theater seats 299 and ad-
mission prices range from $1-to $6.50
during the season. Season tickets are
provided for the 85 listed socially promi~
nent patrons. It is interesting to note
that Miss McCormick's playhouse is a
model of democratic simplicity, open to
anyone.

All members will be equally credited
for their part in the work in the play-
house.

Road Still Has
Plenty of Life

Much is being said these days regard-
ing the audience desire for the return
of “flesh” to the boards. The following
letter, written by Frankln Clary, post-
master at Sharpsville, Pa., reflects some
feelings from this section of the country:

“The Shakespeare Players,” writes
Clavy, “appeared here at the high-school
auditorium and I thought it would
please you to learn that it was necessary
to turn hundreds of patrons away at
botlx the metinee and night perform-
ances.. This is the first company of the
spoken drama to appear in this great
Shenango Valley in three years, and the
fact that they had to ‘turn ‘em away’
at both -performances shows that the
people are ready to get away fromy
‘canned’ music and ‘canned’ drama. The-
ater patrons of this valley as well as
elsewhere are fed up on the talkies and
are ready to receive the ‘flesh’ with
wide-open arms.

“Orders for tickets for the above per-
formances came from all parts of Mercer
County and it sure made my poor old
heart ache to see hundreds turned away.
James Hendrickson and Claire Bruce
with their fine company are doing much
to cause a demand for the old road
shows. They put their ‘stuff’ over in
an eloquent, impressive and delightful
manner, Mark my word, brother, if the
theater owners do not soon wake up to
the needs and wants of the people, some
of the high-school auditoriums will show
them the way. We have 75,000 people
to draw from in this valley and yet the
powers that be tell us that we are ‘hicks®
and must go to Pittsburgh or Clevelantl
ir we wish to see ‘flesh’.

“Yes sir, we ‘'hicks from the sticks'
are good end tired of ‘canned* stuff.”

Paris Amateurs
Inaugurate Theater

Paris, France, has a new “little” thea-
ter, the Arleqin, erected by a group of
talented amateurs, La Petite Scene. The
new house, looated at 9 Rue Falguiere
in the Montparnasse quarter of Paris,
has a welldequipped stage, dressing rooms
and seats for approximately 300 spec-
tators. The new theater was inaugurated
Christmas night, with a presentation of
L’Qjsean Vert—The Green Bird.
Sarasota’s Theater
Very Active, Also

In ‘he midst of lholiday gaycties
members of the little theater of Sara-
sote, Fla., were busily engaged in thc
production of three one-act plays to be
presented in the middle of January at
(See LITTLE THEATER opposite page}
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A Committee To Fear -

John'S. Sumner, ancient foe of Equity on the mat-
ter of stage regulation, has gathered a formidable
committee about him for the defense of the Wales
Act at the coming session of the New York State
Legislature. Under the title of “The Citizens’ Com-
mittee for a Clean Stage”, Sumner has enlisted
Cardimal Patrick J. Hayes, \Roman Catholic Primate
of New York; Bishop William T. Manning, of the
Episcopal Diocese of New York; Dr, S. Parkes Cad-~
man; Rabbi Nathan Krass; Willlam -J. Schieffelin,
chairman of the Citizens’ Union and president of the
New York Society for the Prevention of Crime; Charles
W. McAlpin, hotel man; William Fellowes Morgan,
former president of the Merchants’ Association; Alfred
E. Marling, former president of the New York Cham-
ber of Commerce; Walter Diack, secretary of the
Y. M. C. A; Willis M. Booth, president of the Mer-
chants’ Association, and J. Barstow Smull, president
of the Ncw York Chamber of Commerce. It is a
committee which will have great weight among
churchmen, and business, social and civic organiza-
tions as well. All in all, it is probably the most in-
fluential lobby the Actors’ Equity Assoclation has yet
encountered in this field.

It would seem probable that a committee on whith
.such eminent and responsible persons served would
fight fair. But the pamphlet issued by this com-
mittee goes further than announcing a determination
to keep existing legislation on the Statute Books, it
attacks the good faith of the Actors’ Equity Associa-
tion for its part in urging that the matter be left to
the theater. ‘Please note,” says the pamphlet out-
lining Equity’s program, which it declines to sup-
port, "‘that salaciousness is to be regulated, not
avoided.” And, again: “We are opposed to the plan
to free actors from arrest for offenses against public
decency.”

Now Equity has not, and never will, defend an
actor who appears in a play which has been con-
victed before a competent court. . But it does not
believe that the actors should be /subject to arrest
and to treatment like criminals when it is only
alleged that they have offended. In all the cases
where casts have been arrested under the provisions
of the Wales Act only one conviction has been ob-
tained.

As for the matter of salacity, Equity doubts that
the Citizens’ Committee for a Clean Stage would even
be able to agree upon a deflnition of the term which
would be acceptable to all of its own members, much
less the public at large. What Equity proposes to
do is to leave It to a jury of representative citizens to
decide each time the question is raised, instead of
attempting to rigidly define all questionable words,
acts and themes to which any one might object, dn
advance.

But, as Equity has sald, this committee because

of the names and positions of its members is a
dangerous one and one to be feared.

“Ripples” To Aid Fund

Equity has been notified by Robert Campbell, of
the Actors’ Fund of America, that a special benefit
performance will be given for the Fund hy the
Ripples Company, of which Fred Stone is star, at the
Illinois Theater, Chicago, Sunday evening, January 18.

And “Nina Rosa” Too

The Nina Rosa Company will present a matinee
performance for the Fund on the afternoon of
January 23, presumably at the Majestic Theater, New
York.

Any Port in a Storm

The Kansas City office reports that Hazel Clark
and Margaret Mason, two Equity members, have
opened a day nursery, where working mothers can
leave their children from 7 in the morning to 7 -in
the evening for a matter of 50 cents. They earn
their money, too, uniess Kansas City children are a
different breed.

Asking Too Mnch of the Players

Equity recently had its attention directed to a
form of abuse which is comparatively rare in the
theater today. A large musical production In its
ninth weel was still calling members of the produc-
tion for night rehearsals, and that frequently when
called the producer did not show up for a considerable
time, during which the people had to wait around.

An Equity representative called on the manage-
ment and informed it that the members of the com-
pany did not have to attend night rehearsals at all
and that when daytime rehearsals were called the
company should be in rehearsal within half an howr
of the time specified in the call. It is not likely that
this company will have any further trouble with this
complaint, for, as we said, it is comparatively rare in
the theater today,

But before the rise of the Actors’ Equity Association
there were no restrictions upon when rehearsals
might be called, how long they might last, or even
lhow many weeks the company remained in rehearsal
before salaries began, except the individual con-
sclence of the producer. As is evident In this case,
that conscience was not always responsive to the
discomforts of its players or the impositions placed
upon them.

Buenos Aires Contracts

The Stage, of London, has issued a warning as to
contracts and contract conditions in Buenos Aires,
which reads:

“A cutting from The Buenos Aires Herald of a
recent date has been forwarded to us by a reader.
The article deals mainly with British and American
girls, dancers and chorus who get stranded out In
the Argentine, and ' contains some very apposite
warnings and advice.

“Let them know,” remarks the writer, “that no
theatrical contract drawn up abroad is valid unless
it is stamped and signed by the Argentine Consul
at the place wherein it was made.”

He goes on to point out that it can afterwards be
legalized, but at great inconvenience and expense.
It has to be translated by an official translator at a
cost of about $100, and then entered duly at the
Law Courts, where it may be held up for a year.
During that period, presumably, the artist starves.

He adds that the official bodies, such as Equity
in the States, and the V. A. F. in London, should
read these contracts, most of which ‘“‘are rotten and
simply extended by the agent to get his booking
fee.”” The girls should be told that they are to travel
six weeks without salary, and the $50 a week for a
three months' job isn’'t worth while. Also living ex-
penses here are twice what they are in the States, and
four times what they are in London. The girls don't
stop to think, and the agents don't want them to.
It's only when they come down here and find them-
selves “broke” that the trouble starts,

When Equity members are lapproached for suclh
contracts they should notify either Equity or the
Chorus Equity as soon as they can. Equity will in-
vestigate the responsibility of the impresarios to the
best of its ability. but such investigations require
time, and the notification should be given as soon
as posstble. ACTORS’ EQUITY ASSOCIATION,

Chorus Equity Assn.

DOROTHY BRYANT, Executive Secretary

Nelaa Kincald and Violet Arnold are recent trans-
fers to the Actors’ Equity. Miss Kincaid and Miss
Arnold are principals in Earl Carroll’s Sketch Book.

We are holding checks in settlement of claims
for Elizabeth Huyler and Hazel St. Amant.

Chorus members who are working on a notice
must attend all rehearsals calied for the company
unless such rehearsals conflict with those of a new
engagement which they have obtained. It is im-
portant that you be especially careful when you have
your notice, as it would sometimes be to the man-
agement’s advantage if an excuse could be found to
dismiss you before the two weeks had elapsed.

The employment agency has a great deal of work
in cabarets and units. Members who are out of work
should call at the office daily. While we are glad to
notity our members of calls—those people who are in
the office naturally hear of work first.

Betty Allen, Kathryn White, Edna Nolte, Dorothy
Price, Mary Mellinger, Judith Knight, Lora Winters,
Betty Urleub, Edith Gibson and Doris Sutton, of the
Chorus Equity dramatic class, appeared in a produc-
tion given in the Bowery Y. M. C. A. January 2.

We nope that all our members who are in New
York will make registration in the Chorus Equity
classes, both dancing and dramatic, one of their
new year’s resolutions,

On February 1, 1931, all mail that has been held
in this office prior to July 1, 1930, will he returhed
to the post office. A portion of the malil held here
will be listed alpirabetically each week. We have
already listed mail from A to B, inclusive. If you do
not see this list until your name has been passed
alphabetically, write and ask if we have mail for you.

We are holding malil for J. Coleman, Thelma
Reine Colman, Ruth Collins, Atda Conkey, Norman
Clifton, Jerry Coughlin, Catherine Cale, Cececlia
Caskey, Edward Cobham, Arthur Craig, Leslie Coullard,
Buddie Carmin, Duke Clucas, Barbara Coswell, Jin-
mie Carr, Peggy Conklin, John Creighton, Patricia
Clarke, Angela Cummings, Polly Castleton, Mabelle
Clarke, Austin Coglan, Erla Calame, Ruth Cunliff,
Geraldine Cragin, Betty Cogan, Elizabeth Crandall,
Marjorie Carroll, Hughes Cuinod, Dorothy Casey,
Lucille Constant, Flo Campbell, Margery Carroll, Vir-
gilia Chew, Grace Coyne, Clinton S. Corwin, Gertrude
Connors, Ruth Cannon, Cyrilla Casey, Constance
Cappe, Thomnas €. Connor, Joanne Douglas, Drede
Durand, Irene Day, Jack Douglas, Elita Dore, Robert
Derden, Frank Dowling, Philip Dakin, Shirley Dennis,
Betty Dair, Betty Duryea, Billy Delmar, Willilam
Dunn, Alyce Deva, Dorothy De Clue, Katherine
Deverey, Jack Denton, Dorothy Dixon, Harry E. Dia-
mond, Gloria Donnelly, D. Dean, Joan, D'Aarcy,
Norma Daly, Ellen Dennis, Miss Dean, Val De Marr,
Gerry Dean, Alfred Deste, Fred De Veau, Charles H.
Davis, Francis Deshler, Jackie Duncette, Margarita
Dunnica, Mary Dolan, Howard Deighton, Edith Deigh-
ton, Lucille Ewing, Kathleen Edwards, Janice Ewing,
Helen Edwards, Helen Etheridge, Katherine Edmon-
ston, Mabel Ellis, Yvonne Earle, Margaret Eisele,
Evangeline Edwards, Novella Fromm, Jeanne Fayal,
David Fillman, Fred Furman, Mae Farland, Charlotte
Fauvre, Alice Fischeles, Alice Fields, Robert Farns-
worth, Gloria Faine, Anna Favalli, Billie Fanning,
Dorothy Foster, Jeanne Frontin, Willilam Robert
Flynn, Marie Ferguson, Walton Ford, Blanche Flem-~
ing, Patti Francelli, Alys, Fitzgerald and Betty Foy.

DOROTHY BRYANT, Executive Secretary.

LITTLE THEATERS

evidence of a new lease on life.

Under

production Sholes will play the title

the unusual play, which was staged in
their own Playhouse, the People’s Play-

(Continud from opposite page)

the Slesta Key Golf Clubhouse. The
three plays were Dunsany’'s A Night at
an Inn, Anton Checkov’s The Boor, and
Suppressed Desires, by Susan Glaspell,

Friederike. Gray and Adelalde Bean
coached the plays. In the cast of the
inftial program of the Sarasota little
theater were Truman Fassett, Loring
Raoul, Randolph Brown, George Smith,
Priscilla Buntin, Isabelle McCord, Mrs.
Paul Nevins, Mrs. Truman Fassett, Judge
Paul Souler, Mrs. Charles Sanford, Mrs.
Rose Jeffers, Helen Ewing, Katherine
Ewing and Clarence Stokes.

Maxwell Sholes

New Director at Waco
The Waco, Tex.. Little Theater, after
five years of struggling exlstence, gives

the guidance of a new director, Max-
well, Sholes, formerly with the 8t. Paul
Players, St. Paul, Minn., the theater
has promptly doubled its membership
and produced in rapid. succession three
singularly successful productions, topped
by an unusually fine performance of The
Silver Cord.

Public tryouts for paris, with a new
personnel for each cast, and a technical
staff flexible enough to admit new peo-
ple for each new production, have
brought strength and originality into
the entire organization.

A futuristic setting, with Bohemian
atmosphere, was- attempted for Hay
Fever with novel and amusing effect,
Impressionistic settings with projected
backgrounds are being assembled for the
February production of Liliom. In this

role, with Alyne Szold Sholes acting as
assistant director.

One night of each of the remaining pro-
ductions of this season has been bought
out by the local Federation of Women's
Clubs. In the face of the universal talk
of hard times, the Waco Little Theater
finds itself able to delve into the experi-
mental and yet remain in the best fi-
nancial condition of its existence.

Chicago -Players
Present “Great God Brown”

Sunday night, January 11, saw the
first Chicago presentation of Eugene
O'Neill's Great God Brown. The Insti-
tute Players, Chicago Drama League win-
ners of 18930-'31, were the producers of

house in the Jewlish People’s Institute.
The play was staged in a novel and in-
teresting manner by the Institute Play-
ers, whose standardg of performance ranks
high in the history of Chicago theat-
ricals.

Masks were used in the production,
ang every detall was given careful at-
tention. Charles Freeman staged the
production, and the settings were de-
signed by Clive Rickabaugh, whose work
with the Institute Players has caused
much commendation. The cast was
composed of Ralph Schoolman, who won
the diction prize in the Dramsa League
Tournament; Jules Rubin, Esther Becker,
Ann Schenker, Samuel Adams, Louls
Gitlitz, Milton Kanter, ‘Wilma Carroll
Bott, Evelyn Roth and -others.
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Beauty Box

Since Wrinkles Can
Be Prevented—Why Not?

When lines and wrinkles appear in

Footlight - Fashions

Gay Colors
In “The Life Line”

High colors, we learn, will vie with the

the face they have no intention of leav-
Ing unless you yourself do something
about scattering them. If you go merrily
on, paying no attention to the fact that
they dre paying your face an extended visit, don’t be
surprised when your complexion some day reminds
you of your accordlon-pleated dance frock.

Just notice some day when you are riding on a
public conveyance how many puckered brows and eye
wrinkles these off-the-face hats are showing up. No-
tice those creassed-in lines that run from nose to
mouth, and the tiny lines that deepen with the
wearer’s faclal movements. The smart woman will
take those lines and wrinkles in hand before they
take a long-term lease on her face.

The simple, quick way to erase tlhiose fine lines and
wrinkles is with the aid of an applique. Place an
applique tonight on that frown line of yours and see
how it iIs beginning to smooth out in the morning.
Try it on those nose-to-mouth lines and watch the
surprising results.

The regular price of the applique is $2, but the
manufacturers are offering them at a speclal price
of, 81.25 for a limited time to introduce them to
readers of the Beauty Box. If you want to get rid of
that frown or wrinkles now is your chance.

A Whitener

That Won’t Rub Off

We have many inquiries for a liquid powder that
will not rub off on the dancing partner’s coat sleeve
and perform other embarrassing tricks. Well, there
is an excellent liquid whitenet on the market, the
product of. an old-éstablished theatrical cosmetic
house. It can be applied so as to give a very thin
coating or by giving several appll'catlons @ complete
covering of white. It is used particularly for the ne(ik
and arms and is also used for graying the halr.

Contains no lead and is perfectly harmless.
is 60 cents.

Assorted Grease Paints

In a Nice Tin Box

Here's a dandy number of special convenience and
value to the amateur worker. Contains various grease
paints and liners in the principal colors used. Cost
{s 81 and you will like it a lot.

Who Wants Free Booklét

On How To Make Up?

You will recelve a very helpful booklet giving in-
structions on how to make up for all sorts of charac-
ters with special instructions on making up for mo-~
tion pictures. Sent free upon request
Special Dye Required
For Brows and Lashes

If you value your eyes, and we take It for granted
you do, please do not try to apply a halr dye which
you. know nothing about to your eyebrows and eye-
lashes. There Is a special harmless and effective dye
made especlally for the purpose of darkening those
light lashes and brows. Readers of The Billboard
have used it with great success, judging by the good
reports we have received. This speclal dye costs $1.26.

Notes on Treatment
Of Blackheads and Eruptions

A soft, smooth cream should be used for cleansing
In the treatment of blackheads and eruptions. It
should liquefy instantly so as to cause no rubbing on
the sensitive skin. 7

We recommend a very fine one that cleanses your

Price

skin thoroly wkthout removing the natural oils, which .

keep it smooth and soft. It liquefies almost as soon
as 1t touches your skin and penetrates deep down into
the pores. gently filushing them of impurities.

‘This fine, pure cream is an ideal cleanser for cases
of acne or blackheads. Costs 81 a jar.

Skin-Toning Lotion

Helpful in Treatment

There Is on the market a wonderful skin-toning
lotion prepared by a nationally known beauty house.
‘This lotlon, which clears and refines your skin, is
especlally useful in the treatment of blackheads,
whiteheads and other eruptions, as it gives a healthy
action to the pores. And it has the ndded function
of stimulating the circulation thru the skin cells.

‘The price of this skin-toning lotion is $1.50.

Face Patter Helps

Circulation, Too

The little patter, which stirs up a healthy circula-
tion, 18 a clever ald In clearing and toning up. the
complexion. The face patter 18 used for this purpose
in the large bzauty salons, and it should be used to
“pat ic” all your creams and lotions. Price is $1.

By JOSEPHINE M. BENNETT (New York Oifice)

Two Smart Little Ballet Costumes

Be-c ¥ M ]

New in the Shops .

WELL, IF little Miss Blondle in the right-hand
side of the sketch hasn't gone- and dressed up her
short velvet panties with a brand-new Russian
blouse. The Russian Cossack trend, you know, has
been one of the season’s fashlonable highlights. The
neckline of the blouse has, too, the smart ruffle effect.

Any smart gal can get one of these new blouses in
either crépe de chine or georgette and in any color for
$4.50. The full Russian sleeves are lovely, but if you
prefer you may get the Blouse without the 'sleeves
for §3. .

We just want to mention a word about those
velvet panties, too. They are daringly short and fit
very snug. Come in black or colors at $3.

BECAUSE WE KNEW you would be delighted with
that, little two-plece ballet costume we sketched it
for you and the dancing girl is digplaying jt for you
in the left-hand “side. 'The flaring, circular skirt
sways from the form-fitting bodice in a most tantaliz-
ng manner. Short dance bloomers are worn under-
neath.

This ballet costume comes in rayon or broadcloth
at~$2.45, in printed percale at $2, In printed pique
or tub silk at $3.50, and in crepe de chine at $6. In

-all pastel shades.

WHETHER 'JKOU are a professional or just study-
ing dencing you will be Interested in some of the
dance accessories. Toe taps, for instance, are $i.
So are the heel jingles §1 a pair. Barefoot sandals
in gray or neutral color can be bought for $1.75 a
pair. Be sure to send size when ordering.

THEN, IF you are interested In those special
durotoe sllppers,,you ocan get them in pink, white or
black for $5.25 a palr. It's a good idea, when order-
ing dancing footwear, to send foot diagram in stock-
ing. Pencll outline and style, .

¥FOR THOSE with a suppressed desire for tap
dgnoing they will find a lot of real and valuable
help In the bock on tap dancing which has been
mentioned many times in these columns, The in-
structions, given in this book, are ‘very clear and
simple, and the price is but 1.

YOUR DANCING will have added interest if you
glve that much desired ring to your tap. This is
obtained thru the use of the aluminum taps. They
are light, durable and very easily attached to the
slipper. Come In three sizes at 50 cents a palr.

NO PERFORMER, In these days of sparkling cos-
tumes, trimmings and accessories, should be without
(See NEW IN THE SHOPS on opposite page)

~

pastels this spring and summer, both
showing contrast to the vogue for allv
~white, all-black and black and white. So
there will be no real color creed; 1t will

" be just as chic to wear a brilllant orange as a delicate

green or pale yellow, and the black and white com-
binations will still hold favor.

Bright colors are featured In The Life Line, a new
comedy by Gretchen Damrosoh, recently opened at
the Vanderbilt Theater. Rosalind Ivan, who can re-
member anniversaries till it hurts, or at least hurts
her husband to some extent, wears an up-and-coming
tunic frock in bright colors of orange and brown.
Orange is expressed in the tunle, boasting a scarf
coller effect, and is extremely good contrast with the
brown crepe skirt. A smart little biown felt hat car-
ries out the color scheme with a little orange orna-
ment.

Miss Ivan’s appearance in a green crepe frock com.
bined with pale yellow was equally good-looking, as
was also a prini showing gay colors of green, pink and
blue on a white background.

Ennoice Stoddard gave a lighter tone in her pink
evening gown slaborated with cream lace, A full
skirt, very wide and vety long, fell from the tightly
molded bodice. A yellow wool frock was particularly
smart, to which Miss Stoddard has added a matching
draped turban. Brown, expressed in a flowing tie and
pumps, gave color contrast

What Sob Sisters Wear

Shown in “Five-Star Final”

This new play over at the Cort Theater parades
some smartly frocked ladies of the press. Luella
Carmody lands a job on the strength of a black and
white crepe frock. A bright yellow and brown com-
bination expressed the two-color effect worn with
suede oxfords and gloves in matching /brown.

Merle Madderrn wore ‘a good-looking black lace
gown, nice background for the pale blue chiffon frock
worn by Frances Fuller, playing the part of the
daughter to the mother role of Merle Maddern. Miss
Fuller's frock oarried the very new flower trimming
at the decolletage and shoulders.

Ethel Barrymore Attends

“drtistic Morning” in Velvet

Ethel Barrymore and Gladys Swarthout were
guests at a recent weekly “Artistic Morning” pre-
sented at the Plaza Hotel. Miss Barrymore’s ankle-
length black velvet dress was elaborated with gold
/embroidery. The simple design of the gown gave the
new romantic solhouet, with a rounded mneckline,
long sleeves and the hint of a train at the back.

Gladys Swarthouf was lovely in a bright red crepe,
the short sleeves banded with brown fur. This is a
particularly new note and many of the newer daytime
frocks show the short sleeve banded with fur. A
little brown turban and matching suede gloves car=
ried out the contrast.

Velvet Predominates

In “Meet My Sister”

Blond Bettina Hall plays an ilnportdnt part in the
new Shubert musical playlng at the 44th Street
Theater. A long black velvet wrap trimmed in ermine
conceals & beautiful gown of pale pink lame. This
hostess gown carries a long train and flowing lines.

A black and white ensemble was most striking. A
brilllant green velvet costume was trimmed with
kolinsky which banded the peplum and matched a
fur neckpiece.

Olive Olson expressed the Russian Cossack trend
in a bright red fitted sult trimmed with black
astrakhan.

Some Midwinter

Fashion Remarks

Velvets are still in the ascendency. There is not a
smart shop in New York which is not advertising by
window display or newspaper frocks, ensembles, eve-
ning wraps and dinner gowns of velvet. Informal
and formal afternoon costumes in favorite colors, as
well as black, with the added richness of furs and

(See FOOTLIGHT FASHIONS on opposite page)

When Ordering

All articles mentioned in this column and in
the Beauty Box may be ordered thru The Billboard
Shopping Service, Remittances should be in the
form of money orders or certified checks. Please
do not send personal checks or stamps. Address
correspondence to The Billboard Shopping Service,
261 W. 42d street. New York,
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NEW IN THE SHOPS
(Continued from opposite page)
nher rhinestoning machine. It is suéh a
tiny bit of an affair thaf it is most con-
venierit for traveling. A smart gal can
take the simplest wisp of a chiffoh or
crepe frock, an Inexpensive one, and
doll 1t up into beauty and splendor with
the addition of rhinestone trimming,
crystals and beads. We will be glad to
quote “prices “on rhinestones and the

rhinestoning machine upon request.

DID YOU RECEIVE a make-up box for
christmas? If not; you can get even
with Sanfia by getting yourself one of
those very nice ones that come either
filled or unfilled, and In plain or fancy
boxes. If you would like them fllled you
can select your own make-up require-
ments or have us make suggestions for
you.

A makeup box well stocked with a
supbly of all the needs is one way of
starting the new year off right. You can
get a fine, durable and smart-looking
make=up box, all filled with the right
makesup materials, for $5.75.

SPEAKING OF makeup reminds us of
one of the handiest beauty gadgets we
know of, the eyelash curler. Here is a
simple, lnexpensive way to traln even
the st;a.lghtest eyelashes to curl heaven-
ward, and this curler is used by per-
formers and motion picture actresses.
Price is $1.50.

ANYONE WANT a booklet telling why
noges are unshapely and how 0 bgautify
them? Sent free upon request.

MIGHT SEND, at the same time, for
info!mation on the hew professional size
of cleansing tissues: Youw’ll never know
how handy they are until you try them.
Information sent free upon reguest.

New Incorporations

DELAWARE -
Automatic Phonograph Corporation,
New gY¥ork, sounds recording devices,

30,000 shares common; Prentice Hall,
Inc, of Delaware.

Tri-State Broadecasting Corporation,
Wilmington, broadcasting, 10,000 shares
common; Delaware Registration. Trust
Company.

L: Duhrow & Sons, Inc, Philadelphia,
radio, musical instruments, 1,000 shares
common; Corporation Guarantee and
Trust Company.

Famous Orchestras of America, Inc,
Wilmington, $10,000; Leslie H. Gluckman,
Wilmington, Del.

MICHIGAN

Barnhardt Theater Company, theat-
rical and entertalnment business, $5,000;
Grand Boulevard and Joseph Campau,

DEaoi: NEW YORK

WBEN, Buffalo, radio broadecasting,
$150,000 preferred and 1,000 shares com-
mon; Wilcox and Van Allen, Buffalo.

Scarsdale Amusement Company, the-
atrical, 200 shares common; L. Kunen,
217 Broadweay, Manhattan.

Motion Picture Lighting Company,
Queéens, $20,000; the company; Long
Island City.

Wo Hop Theatrical Company, $30,000;
L. S. LocKkhart, 40 Chambers .street.

Atlantic and Pacific Television Com-
pany, sight and sound reproductions;
85,000; J. A. Shay, 26 West 43d street.

WISCONSIN

Stl¥er Theaters, Inc., Milwaukes, gen®
eral theatrical enterprises, 100 shares
common; Theo. W. McCoy. Harry Kaiser,
Norma L. Kalser And B. Koenig, Empire
Building, Milwaukee.

Wright To Produce Play

A communication. from George Dear,
advertising agent, relates that Joe
Wright, who has an office in the Strand
Theater Building, New York, “will open
shortly in New York a drama entitled
South Sea Love. A big cast is promised.
Will also have orchestra, George Smith-
fleld will direct the play. Mr. Wright
has been a produclng mangger well
known for his stock companles. He will
open his stock in Hackemsack, N. J.,
early In February.”

Things New in Fashion’s Review

When Darling Daughter
Joins the Glorified Galaxy

Once upon a time, and not so long ago
at that, if the petted young daughter of
fond parents even so much as allowed she
had a hankering for the stage it was
enough to throw the whole family into a
fit and mother into a wild case of hys-
terics. And if, by chance, daughter be-
came brave enough to break loose and go
upon the stage the household went into
a complete state of mourning, and the
“scarlet sister’s” picture was promptly
turned to the wall.

Things have changed, decidedly
changed, and mother and the rest of the
family have changed thelr ideas about
the stage being the “road to perdition”.
The following article, written by Eliza-
beth Clark and reprinted from The New
York Telegram, s a splendid example:

“Congratulations are in order. Am =a
member of the Ziegfeld chorus” Such a
telegram to fond parents who were ex-
pecting the message “Afriving home to-
morrow"” was enough to throw any con-
servative family into a State of confusion,
which is just what happened recently in
the qulet San Antonio home of Dr. and
Mrs. Wesley Peacock.

But already the storm yaised by their
daughter, Peggy, has blown over. Mrs.
Peacock, who caught the first train for
New York to argue the thing out, has
become reconciled to her daughter’s fling
at a stage oareer, and Dr. Peacock must
carry on this winter in the Peacock Mili-
tary College, 6f San Antonio, minus half
his family.

“I am almost as much surprised at my
sudden right-about-face movement as I

| was when we received Peggy’s wire,” Mrs.

Peacock admitted today. She has taken
an apartment around the corner from
the theater where Ziegfeld’s production
of Smiles is playing, for she does not in-
tend, she says, to be the sort of stage
mother who spends all her evenings
backstage waiting to escort her daughter
back home after the final curtain.

“I thought I was a strong-minded par-
ent. I was wrong, but so were my silly
mid-Victorian ideas of the stage and Ims
morality being inseparable and inevita-
ble. I have learned that the show busi-
ness Is not as scarlet as it has been
painted. Peggy’s heart has been set on a
theatrical career since she was a little
girl. She has made an opening for her-
self and I couldn’t bear to, disappoint
her.”

Dr. Peacock, she explained, is recon-
ciled, if not enthuslastic, He had always
taken it for granted that Peggy would be
& teacher at the college.

Peggy’s version is: “I was visiting
friends here and happened to read that
they were casting for Smiles. I stopped
in to see what it would be like to apply
for a job. Even when I received notice
that I had been hired no one would be-
lleve me.”

Miss Peacock is slim and blond, very
good to Jook at and ambitious. Already
she is studying dancing and will begin
very soon to take lessons in dramatic dic.
tion. The-legitimate stage is her goal.

What Is Being Worn

In Paris Night Clubs

Nudist Ber is the name of an attrac-
tion being shown at a Paris night club
where presides Harry Pllcer. Pllcer, it
will be recalled, was once the partner of
the late famous Gaby Deslys. Pilcer s
staging a comeback In the Parls night
club.

Gorgeous and startling gowns are worn
by the actresses, black taffetas heavily
cmboridered in silver and flowered chif-
fohs in huge figure désigns. Ve\vet of
course, 18 expressed in a blg way. White
satin with pearl and flower adornments
is highly popular. A most unusual and
attractive gown worn by a member of the
cast was an off-white transparent velvet
throwing off an indefinite shade of pow-
der pink. Delicate pink rosebuds formed
the shoulder straps and bordered the low

decolletage. The same garlands of rose-
buds encircled the throat and the wrists
and twined itself into the coiffure.

Paris is reviving and rewriting many of
thie Greek classics. wliich means that the
Greclan influence will be with us for
some time to come. Night club revues
feature Greek ensembles with gowns 'n-
volving the classical silhouet.

Night club audiences continue to wear
the short fur wrap In the face of mid-
winter weather. Black or white fox is
the favorite fur trimming for evening.
Very slim jackets which just reach the
walstline are belng worn for afternoon.

Muffs are a blg feature in Paris, most
of them on the lttle melon shapes.
Sometimes these muffs combine the
handbag, and the fur trimming matches
the trim on jacket and chapeau.

Some New and Lively
Color Combinations

A light coat worn with a dark frock is
particularly chic and one of the season’s
newest sponsored by Worth.

Dark brown is being combined with
brightest green. Deep, rich green lends
itself beautifully in combination to pale
yellows. Orange and brown, always an
excelleht combinsation, has found new
favor with costumers.

Dark blue and gray combine wonder-
fully well and are espzcially good looking
in the new plaid arrangements.

Deecp reds combine with dark blue
when sparingly treated. Coral and elec-
tric blug is a most effective combination
for revues.

‘Gheatrical
MNutual cAssn.

By DAVID L. DONALDSON
Grand Secretary-Treasurer

GRAND LODGE — Arrangements are
being made for the 23d biennial con-
vention of the Grand Lodge, T. M. A, to
be held In New York City the week of
July 6. Sessions will be held at the
New Yorker Hotel.

A general committee from the Greater
New York lodges has been appointed,
and weekly meetings are being held.
The members of the committee are Paul
Stahl, chalrman, New York Lodge; George
Lawrence, secretary, Brooklyn Lodge:
Henry E. Schmidt, treasurer, Long Island
Lodge. Plans are being formulated by
the committee for the business sessions,
social affairs and entertainment of the
delegates.

The formation of the Grand Lodge and
first oonvention was held in New York
November 25, 1883, and this is the first
convention to be held in that city dur-
ing the 48 years the Grand Lodge hes
functioned.

There are members still alive and ac-
tive that attended some of the early ses-
sions, and we expect to have some of
them in attendance at this next meeting.
Among these are B. F. Forman, W. T.
Butler, Charles Revoill, Danlel A, Garner,
Charles J. Levering, J. F. Blaikle, Charles
Luther, A. J. Skarren, James Duncanson,
Gus P. .Melister, J. H. Dufty, Ed Barry
and Bill Meagher.

The ladles’ auxiliaries of the Greater
New York lodges are making preparations,
to entertain the vlslting ladies, and they
certainly knmow how to do it.

JERSEY CITY LODGE NO. 24, at the
régular meeting held December 21,
elécted the following officers: Theo. M.

Brandel, president; Willlam H. Fallon,
vice-president; Walter C, Smith, record-
ing secretary; Willlam Lyons, financial
secretary; Richard A. Wolfe, treasurer;
Henry Adelman, chaplain; Dr. William
Kelly, physician; August Carell, marshal;
Ray Burke, sergeant at arms; Charles
Meyer, outer guard; Philip Herman, Ed-

ward Grant, M. A. Donnellen, trustees;
alternate to convention, Richard A.
Wolfe; delegate to convention, Theodore
M. Brandle. Installation of officers will
be held at the next regular meeting this
month.

FOOTLIGHT FASHIONS—
(Continued from opposite page)
jewels, are worn in stage settings and

smart restaurants.

For informal home wear the velvet
pajama 1s essential. Smart designers of
negligees are doing costumes In pajama
and negligee type to match the drawing
room and boudoir. There are black vel-
vet Pullman pajamas for the traveler,
and gay prints at an incredibly low price
for lounging. There are velvet sleeping
pajamas of pastel shades which wash per-
fectly,

White velvet for evening increases in
favor as the season progresses, and black
velvet and ermine fashioned as a fabric
is shown by every fwrier and haute
couturier in Parls and New York for the
distinctive evening wrap.

Transparent velvet for evening is worn
in tiger lly, emerald, chartreuse and
yellow, as well as white; with black still
supreme.

Hair is growing out and hats seem to
be pushed almost off the heads. Head
sizes will have to be larger and we predict
as the favorite the big, floppy picture hat
for spring and summer.

gy Club

it is easy to detect the face pow-
der complexion in comparison with
the fascinating, lasting beauty ren-
dered by Gouraud’s Oriental Cream.
Golf or Tennis will hold no terrors
for your appearance, as its use al-
lows you to enjoy all the delightful
outdoor sports with the full confi-
dence your complexion will retaim
the original beauty rendered.

GOURAUD'S

iENT,
OReAM &

Wiite, Floh, Bachel and Oriental Taa Ehades
8end 100 for Trial Size 33
Ferd T. Hopkins & Son, New Yerk City

THE GEN UINB IMPORTED GERMAN
PINE NEEDLE HEAL'I’H BATH

For Sale at Leading Drug and Dept. Stores.
1 aths), 25¢.

Capsule (2 B
Box of Five Cxpsulz! * s1.00.
Mail Orders——Fostaze Free.

Address Dept.
CONTINENTAL PINE & YO‘ELTY COo..
38 West 33d Street, New York City.

Dorothy Rehearsal Rompers
Mfg, of the Smartest Dance Aceessortes.
velvet or satin Trunks, All Colors. ..$2.00
Baronet Satin Blouses, All Colors
2-Pc. Gingham or Fiowered Rompers
-Pn Satine Sets. All Colors......
'e. Gingham or Flowered Rumpers
2 Pu Printed Broadeloth Ballet Dress
2-Po. Gym_Suit, Blouse and Knickers.... 1.95
Write for Catalegue "B’. Discount to Groups,
Phone, Kellogg 5-4026.
2580 Heath Ave., Brou_x. N. ¥

ELITTLEJOHNS

260 W. 46th St, N, ¥. G

. LIS

1
.00
1
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LONDON

By COCKAIGNE
Marchants, Haddenham, Thame

The Biliboard on sale at GORRINGES, 17

Green St., eicester Sguare, and DAW'S,
American News Agents, 4 Lefcester 8t., Lelces.
ter 8quare.

LONDON, Dec. 23.—By the end of this
week all the new Christmas shows or
revivals of Christmastide favorites will
be In full swing. These Include Peter
Pan, Alice in Wonderland, Where the
Rainbow Ends, The Private Sceretary,
Charley’s Aunt and Treasure Island. As
most of these entertainments are for
matinees only, they will not interfere,
with the evening run of the shows cur-
rent at the theaters which are thus do-
ing double duty. There are also in the
London area 10 pantomimes, this form
of part musical comedy-part vaudeville
having renewed 1its appeal.

A probable perennial in holiday plays
and a8 hit of last week 1s Toad of Toad
Hall, at the Lyric Theater, adapted by
A. A. Milne from Kenneth Grahame's
The Wind in the Willows, well known on
both sides of the Atlantic. It is a
wholesome piece, attractive to children
angd adults allke and is being admirably
played by Ivor Barnard, Richard Gool-
den, Frederick Burtwell and others.

It has now been decided definltely
that George Grossmith will not, con-
trary to last week’s general expectation,
be the managing director of Drury Lane
“Theater in succession to Sir Alfred Butt.
At a meeting of the Drury Lane board
of directors last week, indeed. some hope
was expressed of Butt’s continuance in
this capacity.

Janet Beecher. who is to appeal here
i TFrederick Jackson's new play, The
Widow's Mighi, will have opposite her
John Deverell, now playing with Tal-
lulah Bankhead in her last week at the
Palladivm in a sketch.

In Smoky Cecll, the outstanding pro-
duction of last week and a ruthlessly
sensational gangster story as seen by
Edgar Wallace, first-rate cornments have
been made on the acting of Bernard
Nedell, Ben Welden, Grosvenor Noith,
Charles Farrell and Roy Emerton, the
latter two both making clever studles in
small parts. The English actor, Harold
Huth, is also making a personal hit.

Fred Thompson and Guy Bolton have
written for Sir Alfred Butt the libretto
of The Song of the Drum, which prom-
ises to be the most elaborate production
vet seen at Drury Lane.

Gllbert Miller states that he means to
present Grand Hotel in London early in
‘the spring.

Pleasure is expressed not only by art-
ists and. their trade papers, but in the
general press that the Palace, under the
control of Charles B. Cochran, is to
become a varlety house. The engage-
ment of the Four Marx Brothers is &
foretaste of Cochran’s stated policy for
the Palace—to engage & succession of
international varlety celebrities.

John Weaver, well known to American
vaudeville artists as musical director of
the Victoria Palace, Is to be musical
director at the Palace Theater under the
new regime.

Victoria Palace seems to have a wine
ner on its boards In Chelsea Follies, the
new revue which opened last week. The
principals are Nervo and Knox, the ac-
robatic comedians; Naunton Wayne acts
as compere, and Hal Swains Band has
an important success. A long run s
prophesied for this new venture, which
Archibald de Bear has founded on the
lines of the Greenwich Village Follies.

Clark and McCullough, Cochrah’s lat-
est acquisitions for his next Pavillon
revue, lhave not been seen in London
gince they were at the New Oxford, now
defunct, many years back. Cochran alms
at keeping a big element of fun in this
forthcoming 1evue, and so has arranged
to star this pair equally with Ada May.

The openinig of Bertram Mills’ annual
circus at Olympia yesterday was a
bumper success. Notable features this
year are the first appearances in Eng-
lan¢ of Albert Powell, the American con-
tortionist; the Yung China troupe of
acrobats, the HadjJi All Arab .tumblers;
the Wallendas, high-wire artists; the

Tonowandas, Red Indian riders;. the
Deblars, wheel artists; Maximillan’s
Hons, Prieto and his unridable. mules
and Captain Tiebor's sealions. Also fea-
turing are the Schumanns, with their
horses.

Clyde Ingalls is directing the Fun Fair
attached to the circus, and side shows
there includc Chiko, the African Buch-
man: Lee Hogan, the “Blue Man”; Jack
Earle, American giant, ang the Wall of
Death, with automoblles as well as mo-
torcycles.

The O'Gorman Brothers, in the fesn.
rcused bigger interest than the film part
of the program offered last night at the
new supercinema, the Trocadero Theater,
which opened its doors to the public.
All the signs at present are in favor of
much more variety in cinevariety.

Cardiff, the bolg South Wales town
where Maurice Chevaller was to glve a
concert on January 4, has banned the
perfcrmance. The reason given by the
city council for this action’is the in-
clusion in the program of certain French
songs, to which theiy Chief Constable
took exception after he had had them
translated into English.

Billy Cotton and his band, and
Gerardo and Adair are stage entertain-
crs at the Alhambra, which yesterday
reopened under Sir Oswald Stoll's con-
trol with the Fox fllm, Just Imagine, as
the principal feature.

The Four Harmony Boys, at present
in wMilan, Italy, are due in London at
the Palladium January 12, with the
Trocadero to follow.

A blg American ‘splmkling marks the
Holborn Empire program this week—
Haynes and Beck, the Lime Trio, the
Fowr Flashes and Gordon Freeman being
strong turns.

Dora Kasan and Nester are newcomers
thls week at the Collseum,

At the Palladium Tallulah Bankhead
is in her last week previous to saillng
for America. Lindsay and Mason are
here and doing well, and Teddy Brown
and the O'Gorman Brothers are In the
bill.

Odall Careno s the stage attraction
at the Astoria, Finsbury Park.

Georgia Davies and Gene Sheldon are
the Xit.Cat's new cabaret offering.

BERLIN

By 0. M. SEIBT

8 Charlottenburger Ufer,
Charlottenburg

'I‘he Bxllbourd on_sale at the Aldon Hotel
at de's Newsstand, 151 Friedrich
S}r, one black from Wintergarten.

BERLIN, Dec. 20. — Indoor circuses
playing' this Christmas season in Ger-
many are the Clircus Strassburger, at
the Busch Bullding, Berlin; Circus
Gleich, at the Busch Building, Breslau;
Circus Wilhelm Hagenbeck, at the Busch
Building, Hamburg; Circus Schneider, at
the Sarrasani Building, Dresden, and
Sarrasani, himself, at Cologne In his
own transportable building.

Circus Heyer went to Soviet Russia
with his horses and is currently at Baku,
Caucasia. Another continental circus
went to Soviet Russia—Medrano, who
was playing in Letland and Finland in
the summer and autumn. Circus Jacob
Busch went to Circus Central, Vienna.

A llon tralner in evening dress and
kid gloves, instead of in uniform and
with the usual iron bar, is Henry Peter~
sen, who is the ouistanding act at the
Strassburger show at the Circus Busch,
getting a big hand from a small audi-
ence. Several fing horse acts, also seals
and other animals appear in the bill,
and there are also the Fifteen Roma-
nows, the Five Artonis, the Six Davillas,
Gordon and Lester, and Spyra and Com-
pany.

The much-touted Haller revue came to
a premature end this week due to poor
business and is replaced by a new Edgar
Wallace drama. On the Spot. The failure
of the Haller show, which in effect was
no revue, but a new version of Imre
Kalmann's Czardas Princess, holstered
up with a score of international dance
acts, means a loss of more than $25,000
to Haller’s finanhicial backers, 1t is re-
ported.

Nina Mae McKinney, blues warblex
and at one time in Blackbirds, opens at
the Kabaret der Komiker next week, her
first German date, booked by the Wil-
llam Morris office.

The Wintergarten has Lillign Leitzel
and the Codonas In big type for the
month of January. ther acts are the
Superb Eight, the Three Baracetas, Brek-
er's Bears, Davenport, Rabello and Nesle
and Partner.

The Lime Tric opens at the Scala,
January 1, booked thru the William
Morris office. Okito, the maglcian, is
also in the bill at the Scala next month.

Little Esther, International colored ju-
venile star, 1s booked for the Empire,
Paris, February 4 for two weeks at a
record salary.

Nathano Brothers, American roller
skaters, arrived here from Barcelons en
route for Hamburg, where they open at
the UFA Palace January 1 in a return
date.

Carl Liedemit is out of the Parenna
where he was in charge of the orchestra
department, following a heavy onslaught
by a local weekly. Comeriner, one of
the ousted agents, takes his job at the
Parenna. i

Stanley Wathon's many Christmas
circuses in England contaln numerous
well-known continental acts, such as
Trubka’s Lions and Bears, the Four Ues-
sems, Ten Asgards; Carl Hess, with his
different equestrian acts; ¥Four Cleos,
Wally Marelly, the Wasslliams-Sobolew-
skis, Arthur Klein Family, etc.

Alf Loyal is bocked with his circus
act for the principal circuses of Europe,
opening this week with RBertram Mills
at the Olympla, London. He holds bock-
ings also for the Oirque d'Hiver, Paris;
Cirque Royal, Brussels; Circus Schu-
mann, Copenhagen and Stockholm, and
in addition hes the entire Marx chain
of houses, including the Scala, Berlin.

Howard Nichols, American hoop roller,
is doing well at the Liebich, Breslau,
the current