2 Oc in ¥
Canada

. ' L
-----

s . - - . 4 s » L’ b 4
3 b S ' . 57) A : PR
~ * P » . : . n z 4 7 &4
a2 e 3 ! 3 g 3 ¥ . N ey A s 230
M : * 3 < N 3 F -
» % X * s iy R ER )
¥ o . % - . . = Lo . 5 Y o ¥
- . < . = « N , - - k. o
£ 3 K - . » B « e & st o
3 : 3 "ol » = . = . o b oy : g
2. % . . X T > s Tl & : R
: » 3 £ . > 2 . B 3 - 7 3 et -
4 - - it 4 e - - ¥y e .
R\ 3 n 3 i 5 B T o, 1
» o iy .
» | v S
D 5 s < s -
> et -
AN e T ok St AN e R . FE

~ The Authority of Show Business



April 30, 1932 *

The Billboard

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRIGULTURE

Recommends The Billboard list of Fair Dates

Leros Tt /

\\ BECAUSE /

\

The most reliable information concern-
ing all sorts of exhibition enterprises, how-
ever. can be obtained from The Billboard.

Because we believe it contains the best in- .
formation of kind available.

Our recommendation of The Billhoard as
a source of reliable information regarding ex-
hibition occasions—

| <
I The Billboard Publishing Co., day . . q q q A
| Cincinnati, Ohio. | The last issue published in each month is the List
| Ploase entor my subscription, for which T inclose 8: .-« ... | Number. The Fair Dates are published complete and
I I corrected up to date in each List Number. Lists of
4% ¥ > , . .

UG SEIE 0120099090800 0GE009000009a 490121 a 08 l Conventions, Coming Events, Amusement Parks,
I or Occupation | Skating Rinks, Rodeos, Celebrations and the Theat-
P ALAEESS  + o o e e e e = rical Index are published thruout the year,
I
| I A year’s subscription gives you this valuable
! : material, compiled at great expense and worth thou-
| One Year 83 Two Years 83 Three Months Sll «ands of dollars at the small cost of Only $3
I Rates in Canada and Foreign Countries Double Those in U. S. | N )

|




Vol. XLIV
No. 18

The World’s Foremost Amusement Weekly

April 30,
1932

Published weekly atv Cincinnati, O.

Entered as eecond-class mail matter
84 Pages.

June 4. 1897. at Post Office,

Copyright 1932 by The Billboard Publishing Company.

Cincinnau,

under Act of March, 1879.

Gracie Fields at New High d

LONDON, April 23.—Gracie Fields, i
England’'s foremost woman single, |
has been booked by the Hyams Bros. |
for their 5,000-seater, the Trocadero, |
Elephant and Castle, for the week of
May 2, at the record salary, for an
English picture theater, of $4,250 for
18 performances. Gracie Ftelds’ re-
vue, “Walk This Way,” closes a good
run at the Winter Garden today. [

Skouras Firm

Sets Changes

Reorganization of circuit
now in effect—houses di-
vided into four units

NEW YORK, April 25.—The Skourases
have completed the reorganization of
their circuit, comprising 563 houses and
divided into four units. Charles Skouras
is heading Fox West Coast Circuit of
446 theaters, with headquarters in Los
Angeles. George Skouras is running the
Skouras Theater Corporation, which
operates the 55 former Fox houses in
New York, Long Island and New Jersey.
Charles Caballero is supervising the 40
former Fox theaters in up-State New
York. L. J. Ludwig is running the At-
lantic States Theaters Corporation, com-
prising 22 houses, ,[n partnership with
Publix and located in New Jersey and
around Philadelphia.

This operating plan went into effecs
when E. L. Alperson returned here last
week frbm the Coast. He will stay in
the East until summer and will be
Joined by Spyros Skouras this week. Un-
der the completed organization plan,
operation centers will be here and Los
Angeles. George Skouras, Caballero and
Ludwig will operate from the local office
and Charles Skouras from Los Angeles.
Alperson will do the film buying; Spyros
Skouras will handle finances and direct

(See SKOURAS FIRM on page 8)

Brundage Shows Get Decision
In Wisconsin State Tax Case

Circuit Court at Madison rules $100 is the legal license
fee for a carnival, $20 additional for each show and
ride not being required—commissioners appeal

MADISON, Wis.,, April 25—In their
first legal tilt with the State of Wis-
consin over what State tax a carnival
shall pay the S. W. Bruhdage Shows won
& victory in the Dane County Court here
last week when Judge A. G. Zimmerman
decided that 8100 is the legal tax accord-
ing to his interpretation of the law.

The State tax collector claimed that
the law provided for a collection of $100
for each carnival and an additional $20
for each show and riding device. The
management of the Brundage Show
claimed that the law provides for $100
for a “caravan,” its contention being
that a “caravan” was intended to mean
a carnival or an aggregation of people
traveling together. Following is the law:

“Showmen’s Stalte License; Exemption
as to Fairs. (1) Every owner, manager or
agent of a caravan, circus or menagerie,
before he shall be allowed to exhibit the
same in this State, shall procure a li-
cense as a public showman by making
application in writing to the treasury
agent, which application shall state in
detail the manner in which he intends

to travel and the nature and character of
his exhibition, and shall pay into the
treasury therefor the sum of $100; and
every owner or manager of a so-called
side show, traveling vaudeville, Perris
Wheel, Merry-Go-Round, Ocean Wave,
Whip, Seaplane, Caterpillar, Butterfly or
similar device or so-called ‘rides’ operated
for amusement, or transient shooting
gallery, and, except at a regular theater
or vaudeville house, every person ex-
hibiting for money any trained animal,
wild animal or any object of curiosity
shall procure a State license as a public
showman and pay therefor $20; provided
that if such person, owner, manager or
agent shall state in the application that
he applies for the license solely for the
purpose of exhibiting at fairs, exposi-
tions, exhibits or carnivals held on the
grounds and uneler the direction of a
society, association or board receiving
State aid, the license shall be granted
upon the payment of the following fees:
For a caravan, circus or menagerie, $25;
for a side show, traveling vaudeville, the
(See BRUNDAGE SHOWS on page 5)

Ringling Counsel Scores Tax;

Files Brief With U. S. Senate

NEW YORK, April 25.—In an effort to
thwart the 10 per cent national levy on
admissions, which the House has already
passed, John M. Kelley, general counsel
for the John Ringling interests, went out
on the firing line in Washington last
Wednesday to file a brief with Senator
Reed Smoot, chairman of the Senate
Finance Committee, in which he attacked
clauses in the bill as tHey relate to the

Circus Home Erection Talked

As CSSC Convenes in New York

NEW YORK, April 25.—A home for
circus people who are in need after their
performing days are over loomed nearer
realization during a peppy business
meeting at Piccadilly Hotel Saturday
morning of the Circus Saints and Sin-
ners’ Club of America, assembled here
for its semi-annual convention. Na-
tional President Charles M. Moss, of
Richmond, bringing with him a repre-
sentation of the W. W. Workman Tent,
took the floor to report on the progress
being made on the site in Richmond,
announcing that the Virginia State
Legislature, of which he is a delegate,
has passed a bill authorizing a highway
which will run thru the property, greatly
enhancing the sité’s value. Mr., Moss
urged the club to take definite action
during the next few months in planning
a campaign for the erection of the first
cottage on the property, which will be-
come necessary by 1933, according to the
terms of the donor of the tract.

“For every dollar raised by the New
York P. T. Barnum Tent or any other
tent in this association Richmond will
raise two,” Mr. Moss said. The chal-
lenge was accepted right on the floar.
A committee was appointed to draft a
prospectus for the home, including a
plan for a fund-raising campaign. Com-
mittee consists of Fred P. Pitzer, national
secretary, of Jersey City; Walter Guest
Kellogg, of Ogdensburg, N. Y., and Ed

Hanley, of Lillian Leitzel Tent, Bradford,
Pa.

Mr. Pitzer reported paid-up member-
ship of 201 and also framed a resolution
which was adopted as follows:

“Resolved, that the secretary be in-
structed to convey to The Billboard,
RicAimond Times-Dispatch and Richmond
News-Leader a vote of thanks for their
liberality in putting space at our dis-
posal during the past year, as well as in
previous years.”

Ed Hanley reported progress in the
Bradford tent, while Judge T. Gray Had-
don, of Richmond, reporting for the
W. W. Workman Tent, cited the legisla-
tive and civic activities and various
other movements being carried on in
Richmond. Dr. James B. Locherty,
Barnum Tent, stated that several commit-
tees are settling down for earnest action
in connection with the circus home
fund. A vote of thanks was given
Marion (Mother) Locherty, Barnum
Tent, for her sincerity in promoting the
name of the organization among circus
people.

Telegrams regretting absence came
from J. V. Colvig, vice-president West
Virginia; Harry (Pep) Chipman, v.-p.
California. and Ernest Anderson, presi-
dent Barnurh Tent.

The Richmond group again invited
New York and other tents to hold the
annual convention Friday and Saturday,

(See CIRCUS HOME on page 8)

circus. He charged that a provision read-
ing “except that in case the amount paid
for admission is less than 46 cents, no
tax shall be imposed,” is not “exemption.”
“It is discrimination-——unfair and harm-
ful in results,” the brief states.

Representing Ringling-Barnum, Sells-
Floto, Hagenbeck-Wallace, Al G. Barnes,
Sparks, John Robinson and Adam Fore-
paugh & Sells Bros.' circuses, Mr. Kelley
pointed out that the Ringling Show last
year was “stopped in its tracks Septem-
ber 14-—the earliest in history.” Brief
declares that ““for the year 1930 the other
shows in consolidated return showed
£400,000 in red. In 1931 over $150,000 in
the red. This season the three last above.
named shows are in retirement, unabie
to carry on.

“We assume that the committee will
recommend a tax on admissions only as
an emergency measure in raising revenue.
‘This being so, it should be just and fair
to all amusemert enterprises.

“Whatever the scale of admission tax
imposed, the amount excepted should be
in the form of exemption, and apply to

(See RINGLING COUNSEL on page 8)

Elliott Still Holds Hat

CINCINNATI, April 25. — “Will
you be a candidate for the presi-
dency of the IATSE at the conven-
tion in Columbus in June?” That
question was put to William C. El.
liott, president of the IA, who is
filling the unexpired term of William
F. Canavan, by a representative of
The Billboard last week when he
was in Cincinnati for a few days’
stay.

“I won't say that | will and | will
not say that | won’t,” was his reply.
One would take that answer to in-
dicate that his hat will be in the
ring.

Taxes Boosted
In Nova Seotia

Province expects $50,000
more revenue from admis-
sions in latest increase

ST. JOHN, N. B., April 25.—New taxes
on admissions to theaters, rinks, dance
halls, indoor fairs and expositions, out-
door fairs, shows and rides with tent
shows, circuses, etc., in the province:- of
Nova Scotia have just been put into
effect. On admissions up to 15 cents
the tax is 2 cents, between 15 and 50
cents, 5 cents; 50 cents to $1, 10 cents.
On children’s tickets 2 cents is exacted,
day and night, up to 25 cents admission.
On passes the tax is 10 cents where the
highest admission fee is below $1. Be-
yond that the passes are taxed on the
maximum admission. After $1 the rate
is 10 cents per $1 and 5 cents for each
additional 50 cents.

The provincial government expects to
corral an additional $50,000 at, least per
year thru the boost in the tax. The rea-
son for the increase is that the govern-
ment s practically bankrupt. The
amusement tax is thus higher in hard
times than in periods of prosperity.

In all cases the showmen are adding
the tax, as usual, to the admission price.
Under the law, the burden of collecting
the tax is placed on the exhibitor, thus
adding to the worries of the sufficiently
harassed showmen.

The boosts in the amusement tax dur-
ing the past few years have resulted in
the cheaper amusements coming into fa-
vor. The shows and rides with carnivals
and at beaches and parks have been get-
ting the play. New dance halls spring
up every week, and more dalces are be-
ing held than ever before. Card socials
are also popular. With the dances and
card socials, the admisison is rarely over

(See TAXES BOOSTED on page 8)

Equity Co-Op Rule Takes Fall
Out of AUl Waiver Musicals

NEW YORK, April 25.—There'll be no
co-op musicals in legit this summer. The
minnie and intimate revusicals, usually
the form that the co-op songfests took,
will be out because of the Equity ruling
passed last fall that players in a co-op
show get 50 per cent of the manager’s
share of the secondary rights.

The effect of this ruling on the mu-
sicals has been generally overlooked—
there have been a couple of managers
who wanted to put thru co-op proposi-
tions this year—but it’s there all the
same. The rule says that the players
get 50 per cent of the secondary rights—
and in a musical there are no secondary
rights to get 50 per cent of. The resolu-
tion stated specifically that where there
were no rights there could be no waiver.

Equity has managed to cut down the
co-op proposition all around with its
new ruling. It feels that a show isn't
really co-op anyhow unless the stage-
hands, musicians, ushers and theater
treasurers gamble on the results as well
as the actors. The only way a musical
can go co-op this year is for the actors
to be actual partners in the enterprise,
sharing in the losses as well as the prof-
its. And the shoestringers will have a
hard job getting even actors to agree to
that. It would. however, allow for a co-
operative enterprise more or less along
the lines of Heywood Broun’s Shoot the
Works last summer.

Will Morrissey, with his perennial The
Crooner, was one of the gents to be bit-

(See EQUITY CO-OP on page 8)
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Kent To Start
Reorganizing

Fox head leaves for Coast

—Tinker succeeds Clarke
as board chairman

NEW YORK, April 25.—Sidney R. Kent
leaves this week for the Coast to begin
his reorganization of Fox, his first move
since being elected president of Fox
Fillms last week at the annual meeting
‘of the board of directors. Kent resigned

‘as vice-president and general manager of

Paramount less than two months ago,
joining Fox as executive vice-president
four weeks ago. He is now in complete
control, having the backing of Chase
National Bank, which ousted Harley L.
Clarke from the chairmanship of the
board at last week's meeting.

Edward R. Tinker, who had been
president of Fox, succeeded Harley L.
Clarke as chairman of the board, the lat-
ter remaining a director of the board.
The election of Kent and ousting of
Clarke from the chairmanship of the
board signifies the virtual exit of Clarke
from Fox. Clarke bought out William
Fox for $20,000,000 two years ago and
took over control of Fox thru General
Theaters Equipment Corporation. Since
then he has been struggling to salvage
the collapsing Fox outfit, but could not
do it. He lost control of Fox's interest
in Loew in 1930 and recently his General
Theaters Equipment Corporation went
into receivership.

The receivership of G. T. E. threw
control of Fox to the Chase National
Bank, which is G. T. E. and Fox’s largest
creditor, holding notes against bank
loans to Fox and $30,000,000 worth of
G. T. E. debentures. The Chase crowd
put in Tinker to protect their interest
and have now completed their coup by
sliding in Kent as president.

The revamped lineup of officers is
Edward R. Tinker, chairman of the
board; Stdney R. Kent, president; W. C.
Michel, executive vice-president; James
R. Grainger, Winfield R. Sheehan,
Richard A. Rowland, C. E. Richardson,
Leonard A. Woolams and Glenn Gris-
wold, vice-presidents; H. C. Fahlbusch,
secretary; Sydney Towell, comptroller;
W. 8. Bell, assistant treasurer, and Pelix
A. Jenkins ahd J. H. Lang, assistant
secretaries.

The board consists of Winthrop W.
Aldrich, David K. E. Bruce, Matthew C.
Brush, Harley L. Clarke, Philip R. Clarke,
S8amuel W. Fordyce, Charles W. Higley,
Sidney R. Kent, George M. Moffett, Ed-
ward R. inker, Cornelius Vanderbilt
and Frank O. Watts. Altho W. R. Shee-
han was re-elected as a vice-president,
he was not re-elected on the board. Al-
bert H. Wiggin also is out of the new
board.

At the stockholders meeting last week,
it was decided to reduce stated value of
capital stock from $90.780,000 to $12,628,-
000, changing value of A and B common
from no par to $5 par value. Investment
in stock of Fox Theater Corporation, Fox
Chicago Theaters Company and Kodo-
Chrome Laboratories will be written
down to $1. Reserves will be increased
from $2,233,095 to $40,030,030.

Jacob Conn, Providence exhibitor and
Fox stockholder, disrupted the stock-
holders’ meeting with charges the bal-
loting for directors was illegally con-
trolled by voting trustees and threatened
to sponsor a stockholders’ protective
committee to oppose the election of
directors.

Rothacker Back to Coast

NEW YORK, April 25.—Watterson R.
Rothacker, who became director of busi-
aess administration of the Radio studios
in Hollywood last month, concluded his
conferences here with President Kahane,
of Radio Pictures, and other RKO of-
ficials and leaves for Hollywood the end
of this week.

In the Red

LONDON, April 12—Believe it or
not, but it’'s true.

Two London plays, both suc-
cesses, went on tour last week. One
opened on Monday in a well-known
English provincial town and played
to only $24 for the night's perform-
ance. The other show was less for-

Jack Hylton’s Hustle

LONDON, April 12—0n Sunday,
April 24, Jack Hylton, after doing
24 shows in London during the pre-
vious week, will fly his whole band,
instrunfents and effects to Brussels
in the morning, to take part in a big
concert organized for Belgian news-:
paper charities.

In the afternoon the band plays
at a football match against a Bel-
gian team, and in the evening per-
forms at a ball at the Palais de Beaux
Arts.

As soon as the ball is over, in the
smali hours of the morning, Hylton
and his boys will do another broad-
cast to America, this time from
Brussels, featuring a program of
Continental music.

Then they will

. all fly back to
London,

tunate, the takings being but $22.

Georgia Supreme Court
To Pass on Sunday Shows

ATLANTA, April 23.—Supreme Court
of Georgia will decide whether or not
Atlanta shall have Sunday movies and
shows for charity. Overruled in their
appeal for a new trial, attorneys for
John Thompson, recently fined $50 for
operating a Sunday motion picture show,
announced that they would carry the
case to the Supreme Court for a final
decision.

Thompson was one of 13 motion pic-
ture theater operators arrested last Feb-
ruary for violation of the Sunday closing
laws when they operated motion pic-
ture shows for charity, under an agree-
ment with a relief organization. He
was fined $50 and the case made a
“test case” in order to sec whether or
not the Sunday closing law was valid in
charity cases.

With the reopening of the Paramount
Theater, the women’s division of the
mayor’'s emergency relief committee, of
whicin Mrs. H. H. Margeson is chairman,
has leased the Cameo Theater for Sun-
day charitable performances. u

Lancaster-Dunning Tieup
In Southern Stage Shows

NEW ORLEANS, April 23.—Alger Lan-
caster, of the Southern Productions, now
producing units for Southern Publix
Time, has made a tieup with Dunning's
Theatrical Attraction office, which has
been the prominent booking office of
New Orleans for the last five years, to
assemble and book acts for all their
units.

The Smart Set, a revue built around
the Smart Set Five Girls’ Band, has been
scoring, and with some changes made en
route show is clicking. Each unit will
have 18 people, including stage band. A
Mexican dance team will be featured in
one of the star units going out the latter
part of May. Doctor Watkins, of min-
strel fame, is in charge of the book in
the Southern office.

‘Good Fairy’ Booked for Chi

CHICAGO, April 23.—Molnar’s comedy#
The Good Fairy, starring Helen Hayes,
has been booked for a two weeks’ engage-
ment at the Selwyn Theater, starting
May 9. This will necessitate Counsellor-
at-Law either closing or moving to
another house.

Stage Kids Up
OnTwoFronts

Capper-Norton in Wash-
ington to change law —
may be under educators

NEW YORK, April 23. — There is
agitation on two fronts regarding the
appearance of child actors. In Washing-
ton, Senator Arthur Capper, of Kansas,
and Representative Mary Norton, of New
Jersey, are trying to amend the present
Washington ruling which forbids the
appearance of youngsters on a District
of Columbia stage after 7 in the eve-
ning. In Albany, the New York State
Child Labor Committee is considering
sponsorship of a bill to put the question
of child actors in the hands of the
Board of Education instead of individual
mayors, where it now rests.

The Washington agitation was really
started by Steve Cochrane, veteran
Washington theater man. The present
statute absolutely forbids the appear-
ance of children at night, and the re-
sult, among other things, was that The
Green Pastures had to play Baltimore
instead of the capital, much to the dis-
gust of Cochrane and various theater-
goers. The quaintness of the Congres-
sional mind is further illustrated by the
fact that, in the provisions of the law,
stage children are defined as all boys
under 16 and all girls under 18. It is
presumed that 17-year-old chorus gals
in Washingion are supposed to stay off
the stage and In the speakeasies.

The Capper-Norton legislation seeks to
put the matter at the discretion of the
District’s Board of Education.

Mcanwhile, the New York Child Labor
Committee may introducec legislation to
put the matter of stage kids in New
York State in the hands of the Board of
Education — but committee members
have intimated that they would exempt
New York City from the provisions of
the bill. As things stand now, the mayor
of each town has the say-so in the case
of cach show. The committee feels that
the matter had better be left with the
town school boards.

Equity, on the other hand, has a
hunch that the school boards might set
themselves up as censor boards—which is
certainly not beyond the realm of pos-
sibility, school boards being what they
are.

“Miracle’® London Smash

LONDON, April 17—Charles B. Coch-
ran's revival of The Miracle at the
Lyceum here last week met with uni-
versal critical acclaim. Cochran had
presented the original English produc-
tion, of the picce at the Olympic 20 years
ago. Lady Diana Manners played her
original part as the Madonna. Tilly
Losch, hitherto known chiefly as a
dancer, played the Nun and, according
to James Agate, her performance stands
out as one of the most brilliantly exe-
cuted roles ever seen in London.

Cochran was assisted in production by
Max Reinhardt, Leonide Massine and
Oskar Strand.

Surprise Turn in SPA-MPP A Tiff
After ERPI Money Is Mentioned

NEW YORK, April 25.—Result of the
last meeting between the Songwriters’
Protective Association and the Music
Publishers, headed by John G. Paine,
held Friday, may prove the undoing of
all negotiations considered satisfactory
to date.

The surprising turn of events came to
a head because of Attorney Schulman,
of the Arthur Garfield Hays office, in-
sisting that the songwriters as an or-
genization collect and handle the ERPI
money derived from synchronization
rights of motion picture films and other
sound products.

This money is now collected and dis-
tributed by John G. Paine, who merely
acts as agent and trustee as per agree-
ment made in 1927 for five years by
E. C. Mills, then head of the MPPA.
Recently the SPA members assighed all
their rights and moneys received from

ERPI to the SPA as an organization.
Paine declared that since his organiza-
tion owns mno such rights, the SPA
shouldn’t own them either as an
organization.

When it seemed that the factions
would come out of the deadlock of the
last two weeks Sigmund Romberg, presi-
dent of SPA, stated that since his mem-
bers had already assigned their rights to
the organization and since the present
ERPI agreement runs out in Septem-
ber, the new agreement should be made
between ERPI and SPA. Paine contended
that in reality the law of copyright in-
cludes no such right, since it is not a
tangible thing, and synchronization
rights are a reality until a certain song
is recorded. Should the SPA hold out
for the ERPI deal, Paine informed them,
then all negotiations are definitely off.

After 50 Years

LONDON, April 12—John Bland,
Irish actor, has achieved his ambi-
tion to play a star part after 50
years on the stage.

He is 67 years of age and gets his
name in lights for the first time by
successfully taking over the leading
part in “Old Man Murphy” at the
Savoy at a moment’s notice.

Arthur Sinclair, who stars, was
taken suddenly ill, and thus Bland

got his first real chance.

Fight Continues on

Kan. Sunday Shows

WICHITA, Kan., April 23.—The fate of
Sunday movies in Kansas is now up to
the United States Circuit Court of Ap-
peals. Arguments on the temporary in-
junction granted to Fox West Coast The-
aters by U. S. Judge John C. Pollock
were heard last week before the court,
which will announce tts decision later.

Attorney-General Roland Boynton and
Assistant Attorney-General William C.
Ralston sought dismissal of the Pollock
injunction on the ground that the op-
eration of Sunday shows was in violation
of the ancient State labor law. Boynton
declared that it was not within his
province, but up to the individual coun-
ty attorneys to prosecute individual
violations, while the present action was
against a corporation operating in many
cities.

Attorneys for the Fox interests asked
to have the injunction made permanent
on the ground that the injunction pro-
cecdings instituted by the attorney-gen-
eral were taken because juries would
Eot return convictions on criminal ac-

ons.

Following thc movie arguments, the
attorney-general’s office sought dismissal
of the Mills Novelty Company imjunc-
tion granted by Judge Pollock, restrain-
ing State officials from interfering with
the operation of coin-operated machines.

Decisions in both cases will be handed
down within the next few months.

No Ballyheo, English Plays
Hurt Barrymore in Canada

TORONTO, April 25.—The recent ex-
cursion of Ethel Barrymore to Canada

and her playing to poor business was
the cause of considerable newspaper talk

toward the close of her engagement here."

At a luncheon where the actress was a
guest speaker she stated that “Nobody
had come to see her production of The
School for Scandal.” “Maybe you don't
like the classics here,” she saild. Local
theatrical officials were interviewed and
placed the blame on lack of ballyhoo.
She slipped into town with only the
usual readers given in the news columns
of papers in proportion to the amount
of space paid for in advertising.

Another important factor was the
amount of good business done in ad-
vance by English companies. British
companies composed the bulk of the
bookings at the Royal Alexandra Thea-
ter this season and an official stated
that the Toronto public has been fed
a lot of nonsensical propaganda to the
effect that no matter how bad a produc-
tion, it must be superexcellent as long
as it is British and comes from London.
English productions have been over-
emphasized to the detriment of Toronto's
discrimination in selecting good theatri-
cal fare.

Cornelia Otis Skinner is the next
American attraction at the Royal, follow-
ing Sir John Martin-Harvey in The Bells
and the curtain raiser The Christmas
Present.

PLAYS ANNOUNCED

(For Broadway)

The Good Earth, a dramatization of
Pearl Buck’'s novel by Owen and Don-
ald Davis (Theater Guild).

East of the Sun, by Bosley Crow-

ther and William, Dubois (Brock
Pemberton).
Lovers, Happy Lovers, by Lewis

Galantiere and John Haussmann
(Brock Pemberton).

Christopher Comes Across, by Haw-
thorne Hurst (Brock Pemberton).

A comedy by Norman Anthony
{Brock Pemberton).

The Lady Remembers, author anon-
ymous (Theater Art Productions).
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PON a handful of independent pro-

ducers hinges RKO's forging ahead

with full steam as a booking office
encouraging individual initiative and en-
terprise, or eventually falling in line as a
mass production unit such as Fanchon
& Marco, and in the latter role capable
of demoralizing the entire vaudeville in-
dustry.

This coterie of independent producers
—George Choos, Max Gordon, Alex Ger-
ber, Max E. Hayes, Charles B, Maddock,
Sam Shannon, Roger Murrel, Harry
Rogers, Sol Turek, Tishman and O’Neal
and Phil Morris—is Gancing attendance
on Martin Beck. Several of them have
received hints of possible encouragement
in the near future. Others are still wait-
ing for a single gesture from REKO’s
vaudeville boss that would tend to in-
dicate even vaguely that the latest ad-
ministration to wield power on the Sixth
Floor means to insure its own future by
meeting half way the men who have, as
a class, supplied vaudeville’s insistent
cry for so-called novelties,

Beck is indeed a busy man. A man of
affairs, if you would have it that way,
but we firmly believe that no man in
his spot can be so busy as to neglect
entirely, without being open to censure,
the procducing phase of his organization.
Last week it was made known that Beck
will sail abroad May 4, accompanied by
the redoubtable Roxy. It was explained
in this connection that one of Beck’s
motives in projecting the trip is to ob-
tain foreign novelties for the RKO Cir-
cuit. Few persons, cven among those

TRAIN FOR A
SUCCESSFUL
STAGE CAREER

With The
Chester Hale School

(America’s Leading School of the
Dance)

Under the direction of the nation-
ally known CHESTER HALE, Di-
rector of the renowned Chester Hale
Girls, who are now appearing in
Loew Presentations in the follow-
ing Nationally Famous Theaters:
Capitol, New York; Paradise, New
York: Valencia, Jamaica, N. Y.
Rochester, N. Y., Loecw's State,
Jersey City, N. J.; Century, Balti-
more; Palace, Washington; Penn,
Pittsburgh; Ohio, Columbus; Am-
bassador, St. Louis; Oriental, Chi-
cago: Michigan, Detroit; State,
Cleveland, O.; Loew’s State, Syra-
cuse, N. Y., etc., etc.

WRITE TODAY for particulars of
training that makes the CHESTEFE
HALE PUPILS THE HIGHEST PAID
TROUPE DANCERS IN AMERICA.

Elementary and advanced training
in Ballet, Toe, Modern German,
Tap Dancing, Character, Revue,
Musical Comedy, Acrobatics; also
Special Courses in Body Building
and Reducing.

Special Classes for Children—
Evening Classes for Business Girls.

CHESTER HALE
SCHOOL

Amerioa’s Foremost School of the
Dance.

1697 Broadway at 53rd St.
New York, N. Y.

TELEPHONE—Columbus 5--2844
2855

L

close to Beck, are actually wised up as
to RKO’s booking plans when the vaude-
ville unit will be shifted over to Rocke-
feller City. If it be that the lowly band
of producers still holding RKO fran-
chises are scheduled to be dropped when
RKO goes Fifth Avenue it is unfair to
them that they should be allowed to
linger along up to now without some
warning as to their fate. On the other
hand, if Beck and his cohorts intend
to maintaln the present system of
theoretically encouraging independent
production it is about time that Beck
spoke up. It is also open to question
whether Beck is doing the right thing by
RKO's own: producers in planning a
European scouting trip before clearing
up the domestic situation.

It is quite” probable that Europe has
many attractions stranded in its capitals
that would be a boon to American
vaudeville. American audiences, as Beck
well knows, have always reacted kindly
toward good attractions regardless of the
nationality or racial origin of the per-
formers presenting these. Yet for many
years American vaudeville had made
commendable progress and succeeded in
retaining its hold on popular-priced
patronage with acts conceived, staged
and financed by producers of indigenous
origin. Of late American producers have
not been responsible for startling in-
novations. But not solely thru their
personal failings—or lack of initiative
and foresight. The situation has heen
virtually the contrary.

Independent producers have persever-
ance and even initiative. Otherwise there
wouldn’t be a single one left on the RKO
roster by now. It has been the fault of
the major circuit, almost to the ex-
clusion of any other factor that might
be construed as entering into the case,
that those left hanging on from the

buff well and both are living happily
ever after.

Then came several other regimes,
identified with changes in ownership of
the circuit. The Ford-Kennedy setup
did nothing coustructive to encourage

(See SUGAR’S DOMINO on page 20)

BRUNDAGE SHOWS

(Continued from page 3)
exhibit of any trained animal, wild
animal or any object of curiosity, $10;
for any Ferris Wheel, Merry-Go-Round,
Ocean Wave, Whip, Seaplane, Caterpillar,
Butterfly or similar device or so-called
‘rides’ operated for amusement, or tran-
sient shooting gallery, the license shall
be granted without charge. . . .

The management of the Brundage
Show has paid the $100 and the addi-
tional $20 for each show and ride for
several years. Last season. it stood pat
and went into legal action, with the
above-mentioned result.

The commissioners of the Department
of Agriculture and Markets, under whose
department the taxes for shows come,
have appealed the case to ‘he Wisconsin
Supreme Court :nd to that tribunal the
Brundage Show will follow them, as the
management has provided the bonds and
arranged for legal talent to present the
case-—all at the expense of one show
when many are affected.

If the Supreme Court upholds the Cir-
cuit Court it will mean a refund for all
taxes over 8100 oollected from carnival
shows in the past.

,In rendering his decision Judge Zim-
merman said, in part:

“While the statute does not say
‘shows,” ‘entertazinment’ or ‘carnival’
operated and exhibited as onc show, as
the stipulated facts set forth, yet it
would seem that it was the intention
of the Legislature that this sort of a

Publisher.

venient form.

Place, Cincinnati.
Al

IMPORTANT

(quccrning the “Dramatic Index”

The advisability of issuing at the end of this season The Billboard
lndex of the New York Legitimate Stage in book form and as a publica-
tion separate and apart from The Billboard is being considered by the
The final decision will be based to a large extent on the
reaction of readers to this proposal.
feature of the Fall Special Number for the last 10 years, and one of the
motives kehind the plan to issue the index in a separate format is to
provide those who look forward to its appearance yearly with a lasting
reference work on the current theater, in a more permanent and con-

Readers are invited to express their opinions of the proposed move.
Letters should be addressed to E. W. Evans, Business Manager, 25 Opera

NOTICE

The dramatic index has been a

Chicago Chat

By NAT GREEN

grand and glorious days Wayburn,
Friedlander, Schwab and Mandel and
Lasky have hecome impotent rulers of
all they don’t survey.

When Albee's regime was petering out
the office was on the crest of the wave,
but sinking cver so slowly due to the
wholesale graft betwixt and between
certain bookers, whose names are now
legend, and producers who were called
that for want of a better name by their
vocabulary-starved contemporaries. In
those days one producer put out acts
with the same lack of ‘finesse as a
small-town politician leading a Fourth
of July patriotic rally. But his “favorite”
booker played his game of blindman’s

Legit Men Take

show would be ncluded under the terms
‘caravan, circus or menagerie,’ and more
especially wouldd come under the word
‘caravan’ as inciuding what is now and
since the original statute was enacted
has become generally known as a ‘car-
nijval.’ It would appear that the
whole idea ane purpose of the words
‘caravan, circus and menagerie’ was to
include traveling shows and entertain-
ment of the n.ture of a carnival. So
that for this show it would seem that a
license should he issued upon the pay-
ment of the sum of $100.”

The outcomc¢ of the case ,will, no
doubt, be watched with great interest
by readers of The Billboard.

Fight to Senate;

William A. Brady Chief Speaker

NEW YORK, April 25.-~Representatives
of the legitimate theater brought their
tax fight to the Senate last week, when
a delegation appeared before the Senate
Finance Committee in Washington and
told the lawmakers how and why the
proposed tax of 10 per cent on all tickets
of 46 cents and over would mean the
virtual death of legit.

The total expected revenue from such a
tax on the spoken drama is less than
$1,000,000, and in view of .the large
revenues necessary under the new tax
schedule it is hardly a drop in the
bucket. The House found it convenient
to cut 840,000,000 off the expected
revenue for the benefit of the motion
picture industry, but left legit precisely
in the same spot as before.

William. A. Brady, the first of the
speakers for the theater, told of general
conditions, enlivened his talk with pic-
turesque anecdotes and generally treated
the senators to the best act they have
seen in the long procession of delegates

pleading against various special taxes.
The American Federation of Labor last

week came outbin support of the theater
in its effort to"kill the tax.

Interesting, if true, or for that matter
whether it's true or not, Is the story
told us the other day by a moving
picture official. According to him, two
versions of Grand Hotel were filmed. In
one Greta Garbo is played up; In the
other Joan Crawford. The picture now
being road-showed in a few cities is the
one which accentuates Garbo. It is to
be used for a while pending the outcome
of the Garbo contract squabble, so it is
said. If the contract is renewed this

(See CHICAGO CHAT on page 23)

| CRYSTALS for Sale. (Whole- |
DOZEN LOTS.)

” sale Only.
is

-
| B

Address 233 West 42d Streef, New York, N. Y.
FAN UP BIGMQ

CL 1CENT A DAaci EY

Full size 5¢ Pack SPEARMINT and popular flavors.

All Streetmen. Concession and Premium Men use

our Dandy Brands. Deposit required. Order today.
HELMET GUM SHOP, Cincinnati, O.

FAt Liberty--FEATURE ACT

Man and wife. Excellenf, appearance, wardrobe. &o-
ber, reliable. Man MAGIC, ILLUSIONS. Finest
equipment in the world. 2,800 pounds. Wife (RED

HOT) Singing and Dancing, Novelty and Hokum
Singles. Both change for week or longer. Drive
New Buick 8:; 4-wheel trailer; haul own baggagc:

g0 anywhere. Salary reasonable, Reliable man-

agers only. Both play parts; rep. or med. KING
FELTON (Magician) and WIFE HAZEL, 526 Cali-
fornia Ave.. Topeka, Kan.

AT LIBERTY — RICTON, JR.—Age, 19. A-1

Straights. strong Singing and Talking Specialties.
Know all Med. Acts. Do Second Black, some
Characters.  Quick (surc) study, at lib. I'm a
hustler. Love work. I'm raring to go. Can join
at once, anything, Med., Rep., Circus, Vaude-
ville. I'll put her up, take her down. Your sal-
ary, Swell dresser.  A-1 appearance. Good cook.
I've been 18 years with dad's show. Last year
(six months) with Doc Gessley. Want ticket.
Hurry. ERNEST RICTON, 25 East 9th Street,
Cincinnati, O.

AT LIBERTY—SPECIALTY TEAM

Man and Woman, Specialtles, S8ax, Banjo, Yodel-

‘ing, Tap Dancing;: change for week. Man: General

Business, Baritone in Quartette, Script Bits or
Nigger Act Woman: Parts or Chorus. Wardrobe
and appearance on and off. JOE & BEE BEN-
NETT, General Delivery, Richmond, Va,

AT LIBERTY
Business Man. Director. Singing
All  essentials, CHAS. CLYNES,
N. Y. Age, 38; height, 5 ft., 11;

A-1  General
Specialties.
Brasher Falls,
weight, 180,

WANTED

Specialtics.

Juvenile Man and Ingenuc, also
Three Girls that can do Dancing
Youth essential. Phil Hart, Lawrence
Hager, write. Show opens May 14 in Pennsyl-
vania. Writc JOHN DUCKY RHOADS, Milton,
Pennsylvania.

for Hazel McOwen Players—Man

WANTED to do Juveniles; prefer one who
sings  Tenor Harmony. Write  quick. State
everything. HAZEL McOWEN PLAYERS, Grand
Island, Neb.

INVENTIONS PAY

Millions made from Patented Novelties and Amuse-
ment Devices. PATENTS prepared, filed, prosc-
cuted on average invention for $75.00, COPY-
RIGHTS, $5.00. Valuable Circular free. Twenty
vears’ experience. J. J. O'BRIEN, Patent Attorney-
Engineer, 100 W. 42d Street, New York City.

-NEW YEAR - NEW IDEA

FREE-Inventors Recording Blank

Confidential Advice. Send Skeich

1 PATENT YOUR IDEAS
I H. POLACHEK Be%; fatent Attorney |
1234 Broadway, NEW YORK

TIGKETS

ELLIOTT TICKET CO.,

ROLL OR MACHINE FOLDED

100,000-$12.50

‘SPECIAL PRINTED - CASH WITH ORDER

12 Vestry St., New York City

100,000

-$12.50

SPECIAL PRINTED —ROLL AND FOLDED THEATRE TICKETS

F. O, B. Collinsville, Ill.

DALY TICKET CO.

Cash With Order,
COLLINSVILLE, ILL.

'orld Radio History|
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Phil Morris Seeks Veto on
RKO Agents’ Board Decision

Agent claims that the “governors’ listened to Beck
rather than evidence in teking Goman act away from
him—member of arbitration board bears him out

NEW YORK, April 23.-—Claiming that he was *“given the works” by the boar:l
of governors of the newly formed RKO Agents’ Association at the behest of Martin
Beck, Phil Morris (Morris & Oz) will not abide by this body’s decision of Thursday,
which took the act of Bee and Ray Goman away from him and put it in the

hands of Gladys Brown, of the Thomas Fitzpatrick agency.
to take the matter to higher-ups for a test case.

Morris will attempt
He wants to know whether

agents, who released acts years ago, can take them away with little effort from

their present representatives with the
help of the Association’s arbitration
board and, indirectly, Beck.

Miss Brown, who handled the Gomans
up until September 15, 1930, and then
gave them a written release, firs¢ went
to Beck two weeks ago and asked him to
return the act to her. The result was a
note to Morris from J. H. Aloz, in charge
of RKO routes, advising the agent that
the Gomans had been‘'routed thru Miss
Brown starting April 16.

Morris interviewed Beck and explained
that he had routed the act to start the
same date (April 16) long before Miss
Brown had spoken to the vaudeville man-
aging director. Beck then advised arbi-
tration by the Agents’ Association, which,
after Morris had signed a slip promising
to abide by any decision of the Board of
Governors, took place Thursday morning.

Morris' decision, however, not to abide
by the Board's edict, came after Edward
S. Keller, member of the arbitration body,
told him Thursday night that he (Mor-
ris) had lost because the Board had tak-
en Beck's obvious wishes ,into more con-
sideration than the evidetice presented.
Yesterday, at the behest of Morris, Keller
reiterated this on the booking floor in
front of Maurice Rose and Norman E.
Manwaring, chairman and secretary, re-
spectively, of the Association, and Hugo
Morris, another agent, who was within
euzrshot when Keller told Phil Morris the
whys and wherefores of the decision.

Since Miss Brown released the Gomans
in 1930, the act has had, in the order
named, Harry Rogers, Eddie Riley (indie),
Charles Morrison and Jack Curtis as
agents. The release from the Curtis office
to the Gomans, signed by Miles Ingalls,
associate, is dated July 7, 1931. Morris
started to handle the act the following
moenth and since then, a period of seven
and a half mcnths has booke:l it for a
total of 16 weeks’ work from RKO, not
counting the intact route it started April
16.
When asking Beck to return the act to
her, Miss Brown said that the cast of the
act In 1930 is exactly the same as it is
now. The Gomans, however, testified
before the Board of Governors that the
cast is entirely different with ‘he =2xcep-
tion of one girl. They signed an affidavit
to this effect, naming the old and new
casts.

This arbitration meeting was the first
held by the Agents’ Assoclation with only
one other case settled and another held
over until the next meeting. Lew Can-
tor's claim that he and not the Charles
Morrison office should handl: Queenie
Smith for RKO vaude was denied. Annie,
Judy and Zeke's request for a release
from Morris & Oz was tabled.

By-laws of the Association are being
drawn up by the Board of Governors and
will be presented to Arthur Driscoll,
counsel, before going to the members for
ratification next week.

Phil Bloom Operated On

NEW YORK, April 25. — Phil Bloom,
popular RKO hooker, entered Mt. Sinal
Hospital yesterday for an operation on a
hernia that has been bothering him for
some time. He expects to be out within
a couple of weeks.

During his absence George Oberland,
assistant, will handle the Midwest and
Orpheum houses Bloom has been book-
ing since coming to RKO from the book-
ing managership of Fanchon & Marco.

Brown Clarifies
Morrison Case

NEW YORK, April 23.—A letter from
Hiram §S. Brown, former president of
RKO, on Wednesday practically exoner-
ated Charles Morrison, agent, of the
charges brought against him last De-
cember by the act of White and Manning.
The dancers had sworn to affidavits then
charging Morrison with taking $1,000
from them for an intact route which
never materialized. Brown’s letter to
Morrison was one of his last official acts
as president.

The written statement came in reply
to a letter from Morrison asking for a
decision, one way or the other, on the
five-month-old charges. Morrison stated
that while Martin Beck, head of the
booking office, had assured him he was
not paying attention to the gossip, yet
the stigma of an alleged shakedown still
rested upon him and would continue so
unless some decision was handed down.

The ex-president declared in his letter
that the charges had been carefully in-
vestigated by B. B. Kahane, general coun-
sel, and, while Morrison could not be
completely vindicated because of the
White and Manning affidavits, his built
could not be proven. In Brown's estima-
tion it was a matter of Morrison’s word
being just as good as White and Man-
ning’s.

Sam Howard With Jacobs

NEW YORK, April 23.—Sam B. Howard
is now associated with the Jenie Jacobs
office. In recent months he was with
Harry Romm and the A. & B. Dow office.

Conducted by EUGENE BURR— Communications to 251 W, 42d St., New York City.

¥

CYNTHI4 WHITE, who

has re-
turned to Bvondway after a success-
ful tour of class clubs in the Mid-

dle West and New England, Miss
W hite will shortly bring her warbling
to vaude in a single. Her last vaude
attempt was several seasons ago,
when she was teamed as a sister
combo under the billing of Cynthia
and Claire,

Howard Sues Dows

For $1,000 Cut-In

NEW YORK, April 23.—Sam B. Howard
is attempting to collect $1,000 fromn Al
and Belle Dow, indie bookers, claiming
this to be the sum owed him for houses
he secured when in their employ as a
field man up until the middle of last
month. He has turned the case over to
Jules Kendler, lawyer, who yesterday had
a summons serverg on the Dows, answer-
able in the West 54th Street Court.

Howard holcs a written agreemernt with
the Dows whereby he was to get 453 per
cent from them as his part of profit in
houses brought into the office by him.
He claims, however, that he received no
money even tho he brought in a jlock
of theaters.

According to Howard, he first brought
the Embassy, Portchester, N. Y., owned
by Rogowskli Brothers, into the office.
Later he alleges he was instrumentel in
getting six Upstate houses of the Louis
Schine chain. These, he says, are in
Courtland, Geneva, Lockport, Ogdens-
burg, Massena and Malone.

One Indie Booker Up on Charges;
D. A. Office Investigates Others

NEW YORK, April 23.—The New York
County District Attorney's office has
joined the License Department and the
VMA in the new drive on gyp bookers,
the first instance in which all agencies
co-operated bheing the Edgar Allen case
coming up Monday in the Seventh Dis-
trict Magistrate’s Court. Harry Kilby,
Herman Levine, the Dows, Lawrence
Leon, Sidney Rheingold, Sgm Bernstein
and Max Wood are also implicated in
various cases either coming up in court
soon or still being investigated by the
District Attorney’s office.

Edgar Allen comes up for trial Monday
on charges of operating an employment
agency without a license, which grew out
of the claim by Greta and David Sodelle,
performers, that they gave Allen $50 for
bookings they never received. The Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office is planning to have
a representative at the Allen trial who
will attempt to show the court that Al-
len defrauded performers in addition to
illegally operating an employment agen-
cy. If this can be proven the court
may substitute the present charge for
that of larceny.

The D. A's office plans to bring to
court several performers who claim they
were gyped by Allen, and to use them as

as additional witnesses to testify regard-
ing Allen’s business methods., It is how
probing the charges of Frank Viola, Jes-
sie Leon and Grakam and Scott ageinst
Allen. Frank Vicla, trapeze act, claims
he gave Max Woaod, indie agent, 850 for
bookings from Allen. He did not get the
bookings and Wopd claims he gave the
$50 to Allen. Miss Leon, who has an
animal act, alleges she gave $50 to Bam
Bernstein, indie agent. and saw him give
the money to Allen, for bookings which
never materialized.

Graham and Scott, British act, ciaim
they paid Sam Bernstein $100 to get
bookings from Allen. They failed to get
the full hookings and went to the Dis-
trict Attorney’s office, which contacted
Bernstein. iminediately. Bernsteln gzave
back $50 to the act, claiming he had
given the other $50 to Allen, which Allen
denies. The charges of these three acts
against Allen are expected to be brought
up at the Moncay trial to prove that the
Sodelle charges are not the exception,
but the rule. The D. A.s office intends
to show a joint attempt by certain
agents and Allen to defraud performers
of money.

Max Wood will be in court Monday.

(See ONE INDIE BOOKER on page 8)

Two Divisions
Are Undefined

RKO’s Midwest and Cana-
dian houses not yet as-
signed—Libson sureof one

NEW YORK, April 23.—The revisions
in RKO theater operation instituted by
Harold B. Franklin, new president of
Keith-Albee-Orpheum, last week, featur-
ing the trimming from 13 to 6 theater
divisions, are as yet incomplete. Frank-
lin still has to add two more division
directors to the four already selected, as
well as line up tle working groups un-
der these directors. This week’s develop-
ment consisted of the appointment of
Herschel Stuart, former Fox executive, to
the post of director of field operations;
Charles McDonald’s removal as a division
man in the East, and the promotion of
F. H. White from head of RKO’s real
estate activities to Director of Taxes and
Assessments for RKO theaters and af-
filiated properties, with Myron Robinson
getting the real estate post.

The four division directors already
chosen are Nate Blumberg, for New York,
Long Island and New Jersey; Cliff Work,
Coast; Charles Koerner, South, and
Ascher Levy, Chicago and Omaha. It is
probable that Ike Libson will be the fifth
director, working in the Midwest, but
the sixth man has not been named as
yet. These directors are really heads of
circuits, responsible to Franklin and
Joseph Plunkett, and the working groups
under them are division managers, dis-
trict managers and house managers.

Herschel Stuart’s coming to RKO was
expected, having dickered with Franklin
for a month. His last post with Fox
was as general manager of the circuit's
theaters, replacing Harry Arthur. He
starts his new work Monday, with the
delay caused by his wife giving birth to
a daughter Thursdony.

Nate Blumberg's local division was
completely lined up this week, compris-
ing three division managers and five dis-
trict men. When this took place Charles
McDonald was let out, but he is still on
the circuit’'s payroll. Blumberg has
chosen H. R. Emde as his assistant.
Emde, for 15 years with Proctor’s and
four years with RKO, has four district
men under him and a total of 30 thea-
ters. This, against the five theaters he
had under his supervision when he
started with RKO. Tne other division
managers in Blumberg's group are Joseph
Lee and J. M. Brennan.

Under Emde as district managers are
E. T. Lenihan, Harry A. Federman, Joseph
Di Lorenzo and Louis Goldberg, while
Brennan has A. Reid. Lee is working
without a district manager. Lenihan
oversees the Palace, Mayfair, 58th Street,
81st Street and 86th Street; Federman.
the Chester, Bronx: Coliseum, Fordham,
Bronx; Albee, Kenmore and Madison,
Brooklyn; Keith's, Flushing, and Proctor’s
Newark; Di Lorenzo, the Embassy, Dobbs
Ferry; Pickwick, Greenwich; Proctor's,
Mount Vernon:; Proctor's, New Rochelle;
Proctor’s, Yonkers, and Keith's, White

(See TWO DIVISIONS on page 8)

An Engagement De Luxe

LONDON, April 12.—Max Miller,
noted English vaudeville comedian,
who played the London Palladium
last week, recently accepted an
offer to double at a small picture
house just outside London.

The comedian accepted, and find-
ing that there was no orchestra at
the cinema, he played to the ac-
companiment of some discs upon
which he had previously recorded
his numbers.

In addition to driving Miller to
and from the Palladium in his auto-
mobile, the manager-proprietor pro-
vided teas for the matinee patrons
in order to while away the time
while waiting for the comedian’s an-
pearance.
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Poli Circuit
Labor Battle

Ideas may go unless Harry
Arthur and unions get to-
gether Wednesday

NEW YORK, April 23.—Unless Harry
Arthur settles difficulties with the stage-
hands’ union in regard to the Poli New
England houses by next Wednesday,
Fanchon & Marco Ideas will be out of
Bridgeport, Hartford and Springfield. A
decision will be forthcoming in the mid-
dle of the week, with the new operator
of the New England group and former
Fox general manager, at present talking
it over with the craftsmen at his head-
quarters in New Haven.

Arthur is attempting to oust the crews
of stagehands at present in some of the
former Poli vaudefilmers which are now
in straight pictures. These craftsmen
have not been doing any work, but yet
drawing salaries. Arthur notifieq the
locals that he is perfectly willing to
pay men for working, but certainly not
for remaining idle.

The union is trying to keep the crews
in the straight picture houses and, up
until a truce until Wednesday was der
clared yesterday. it looked as tho stage
shows in the three Connecticut towns
would go out today.

If the Ideas go out of Bridgeport, Hart-
ford and Springfield, M. D. (Doc) Howe,
general booking manager for F. & M,
stated yesterday they would be put into
other houses until the N, E. trouble
blows over.

Yank Acts in British Unit

LONDON, April 9. — Danny Lipton,
American dancer, formerly with Ben
Bernie's Band for two years, and also
featured at the Roxy, New York, has
joined forces with two boys and the act,
now known as the Danny Lipton Three,
is doing a mnovel dancing routine in
Francis Mangan’s latest Paramount-

Astoria presentation, Sunny Spain, which) partment failed

opened at the Old Kent Astoria this
week. The boys chalked up a big hit
and they are also doing night club dates.
Dare and Yates, American hokum acro-
bats, and Pamela DuCalion, daughter
of DuCalion, the ladder-balancing come-
dian, are other featured attractions in
this unit.

Jackie Collier in Scotland

LONDON, April 9. — Jackie Collier,
American novelty performer, who com-
bines a fem. impression with some daring
feats on the tight wire, is at present
headlining on the Collins’ Circuit at
Edinburgh and Aberdeen, Scotland. He
recently finished a successful tour of the
Moss and Syndicate Halls and has been
over in Europe for several years,

A. John Michel Resigns

NEW YORK, April 23.—A. John Michel
resigned as assistant treasurer and gen-
eral auditor of Paramount-Publix this
week, but stays with the organization as
auditing and taxation consultant.

Manning and Glass in Denmark

LONDON, April 12.—Now in the ninth
month of their successful European tour,
Speed Manning and Alotta Class, Ameri-
can wire artists, are at present making
their first appearance in Denmark at the
Valencia Theater, Copenhagen.

Floral Drop

SAN FRANCISCO, April 23.—
Natacha Nattova, at the Fox here
last week, brought down the house
by an act not on the program. She
was balancing on a steel shaft, which
is part of an artificial flower she
uses in her act, when the shaft
snapped, and Miss Nattova was
dropped 10 feet to the stage amid
loud applause, the audience think-
ing this was part of her act.

A wide-awake stagehand called
for a quick drop of the curtain.
Bruised and jarred by her fall, the
girl was taken to the Central
Emergency Hosuwital, and after being
given treatment she insisted on re-
turning in time for the next per-
formance. u

BORIS PETROFF, producer of
stage presentations for Paramount-
Publix. He recently passed the 300
mark in the number of stage shows
he produced.

Fallow Heads Clu;
Dept.; Benson Out

NEW YORK. April 25.—Sam Fallow,
indie club bocker and Loew agent for
years, became head of the RKO Club De-
partment last week, replacing Edgar A.
Benson. He has retained Benson’s small
staff, consisting of Lee Scott, Annette
Berger and a s*enographer, and has add-
ed Neil Kirk, Frank Sheppard and Frank
Mullane. The new men were with the
department under Benson until the
shakeup three weeks ago, when Martin
Beck cut the staff from 14 to four peo-
ple.

Fallow was chosen by RKO froin among
several men under consideration after it
had been decided to let out Benson, who
succeeded Jules Delmar last June on a
six-month trial. Benson brought in a
large staff and organized a Coast-to-
Coast string ot branch offices. The de-
to come up to expecta-
tions, however. There was much inter-
nal dissension. Carl Lyons, general man-
ager, and Benson had angry quarrels,
the latter at times ordering the whole
office not to talk with Lyons.

In addition, the staff was confinuously
being shaken up, the salesmen complain-
ing that Benson's business methods were
driving away prospective custicmers. The
climax was reached when the Chicago
office of the club department got into
a jam with the local musicians’ union,
with which Benson had a violent dis-
agreement when he was the leading Chi-
cago band booker a couple of years ago.
Charles Eddy, who headed the branch
office and was let out immediately after
the union jam, is now here and threat-
ening to sue and “expose” Benson. Eddy
claims he has _etters and telegrams prov-
ing Benson used unethical methods in do-
ing business under the Freeman regime.

Benson is reported joining the Essex
House as entertainment director.

Collins Back to Vaude

LONDON, April 12. — Collins’ Music
Hall, Islington Green, oldest of London’s
existing variety theaters, reverted to
vaudeville yesterday with the strongest
program the house has seen for the last
10 years. Program has four recognized
West End headliners and five support-
ing acts. The house, which has been
dark for the past four months, has been
remodeled. It needed it.

Advance Palace Bookings

NEW YORK, April 25.—Gearge A. God-
frey is booking acts for the Palace as
far in advance as the end of July. A few
of the bookings for the RKO ace house
are Frances Alda, operatic “name.” April
30; Sid Marion, May 21; Kate Smith, two
weeks, starting June 18, at 85,000 a
week; Diamond Boys, July 2: Toto, July
9, and Adelaide Hall, July 30.

Fred DeBondy Agenting

NEW YORK, April 23.—Prec¢ DeBondy
has become an RKO agent again, rejoin-
ing the Thomas Fitzpatrick office this
week. He was with the circuit for al-
most a year as a road inspector and was
let out last week when Martin Beck re-
called him from the Coast.

Strict Warner Ecohomy Drive
In All Departments, Theaters

Cutting salaries and personnel—houses down 10 per
cent in operation cost—short moratorium may be delayed
on debts, purchases—booking office untouched as yet

NEW YORK, April 23.—Warner 1s putting into effect a company-wide economy
drive which will probably reduce the personnel of the organization about one-
quarter in man-power, as well as in cost of operation. Not one department is being
overlooked in what is believed to be a *“budget manner” of trimming down, with
a certain cost for the future operation of each unit set and the department heads
asked to conform to the figures by either cutting salaries or letting employees

out—or both in most cases.

Beck, Roxy To Sail
For Europe May 5

NEW YORK, April 25.—Martin Beck,
managing director of RKO vaudeville,
and S. L. (Roxy) Rothafel, director of
Radio City, will sail for Europe May 5 on
the S. S. Bremen. Their main purpose
for the trip is to secure talent and pro-
duction ideas for veude and the Interna-
tional Music Hall in the “City” mnow
under construction. They will be gone
about four weeks, in that time covering
most of the Continent.

Willfam L. Passpart, who was appoint-
ed by Beck two weeks ago as RKO’s for-
eign agent, a position he held with
Keith-Albee and Orpheum a number of
years ago, will precede Roxy and Beck to
Europe by almost a week. He will sail
on the President Roosevelt this Wednes-
day, April 27, to arrange for appoint-
ments with the talent he submitted to
the vaude managing director on his ar-
rival here.

During Beck’s absence George Godfrey
will have supervision of the booking of-
fice, with Harold B. Franklin as overseer.

Eddy Eckels With RKO;
Floyd Scott Remains

NEW YORK, April 23.—Eddy Eckels
was brought into RKO this week by Har-
old B. Franklin to become the editor of
the official house organ, which hereto-
fore has been edited by Floyd Scott un-
der the title of The Voice of the RKO.
Eckels was with the Fox West Coast The-
aters until about a month ago, working
in the publicity and editing the circuit’s
house organ.

Scott will remain with RKO, probably
in a publicity capacity. This was ar-
ranged when Benjamin B. Kahane, presi-
dent of Radio Pictures, spoke to Franklin
in Scott’s behalf yesterday.

Boston Office Is Open
With Breed in Charge

NEW YORK, April 23.—RKO’s Boston
office. headed by Doc C. S. Breed, will
not close as was reported when Martin
Beck started his shakeup of the booking
office late last month. This was made
known by Beck this week.

The Hub office, under the present ar-
rangement, has Breed in chargé, booking
a few houses, such as Springfield and
Worcester, Mass., and issuing contracts
to acts booked here by Jack Dempsey for
the Boston time. The houses Dempsey
buys for are in Auburn and Glens Falls,
N. Y.; Concord. N. H.; Fitchburg, Lowell
and Haverhill, Msass., and Portland, Me.

Kansas_City Likes Vaude

KANSAS CITY, Mo., April 25.—Thea-
tergoers in this city are giving the
vaudeville, booked thru the William Mor-
ris Agency, New York, fair play at the
Pantages Theater. Four acts, stage band
and an emsee, aiso a photoplay, is the
combination program presented at pop-
ular prices. The house is under the
management of Joe Garman, well-
known Kansas theater man.

Will Fyffe Resting

LONDON, April 12.—Will Fyffe, Scot-
tish comedian, is taking a month’s
holiday in accordance with his doctor’s
suggestion. Fyfle returns to vaudeville,
opening at the London Palladium May
16. He will, in all probability, pay his
fourth visit to America this year.

A few of the departments have already received their

new “budgets,” with the result that ap-
proximately 20 persons were said to have
been letout this week.

Reports around that the vaudeville
booking office had been asked to shave
to the extent that only Harold Kemp,
manager, and his secretary would remain
of the present staff of 10 were denied by
Joseph Bernhard, general manager of the
circuit. Bernhard said that he had not
come to the booking office as yet, but
even then the cuts will not be so drastic
that Steve Trilling, booker; Harry Mayer,
assistant; Maxwell Arnow, picture talent
contact, and the secretarial staff would
be out. Kemp is in Pittsburgh and will
not return until Monday.

These rumors had Trilling out twice
within a month. Three weeks ago, when
P. & M.s absorption of the Warner Ar-
tists’ Bureau almost came to pass, Trill-
ing was reported as not fitting into tRe
merger because of F. & M.’s decision that
it had sufficient booking manpower with
Kemp, Jesse Kaye and Benny Kuchuk.
When assured of his position with War-
ner before and after the deal fell thru,
Trilling turned down an offer to join the
RKO booking staff made him by George
Godfrey

The first Warner economy move took
place three weeks ago, when Bernhard
issued orders to all house managers to
shave at least 10 per cent from the oper-
ation cost of their theaters.

Tt is probable that the circuit may de-
clare a similar moratorium on debts and
purchases for the summer months as put
thru by Paramount a number of years
ago. During this period no material of
any kind was bought by the latter cir-
cuit, nor were any bills paid, with all
moneys coming in held until Paramount's
then weakened condition nad been dis-
sipated. Theater, needing small items
such as electric light bulbs at the time,
had to borrow from another of the cir-
cuit’s houses.

MVM Shows Go Over Well

DETROIT, April 23. — The Michigan
Vaudeville Managers® Association is pro-
ducing a new 14-people unit show, Plus
Ultra, which is being booked over a
route in Ohio, playing currently at the
Faurot in Lima, where it was held over
for a second half. The unit features the
Four Frankenbergs and Bobby and King
and is directed by Joe Barton.

Sir Lucky Girls, with the Michigan U.
Band, just closed for the Michigan
Vaudeville Managers on the Butterfield
Michigan houses, playing open time
around Detroit. Ray . Conlin, office
owner, has taken on Tommy Harris, of
the team of Harris and Harris, as field
manager, in the effort to line up houses
in Michigan and Ohio.

Publicity Changes

NEW YORK, April 25.—In line with
the general trimming down at Fox, five
have been let out in the advertising and
publicity department. These are Elliott
McManus, David Hillman, Virginia Mor-
ris, Jan Hogenbyl and Fred Bullock.

At Warner, George Bilson and George
Thoms were switched from the local
publicity department to the Coast
studios.

Theatrical Beer Division

NEW YORK, April 25.—Mayor James J.
Walker’s Beer Parade, May 14, will have
a theatrical division headed by Fally
Marcus, former indie booker and now
owner of an employment agency. This
division will include representatives of
the Professional Entertainers of New
York and the Theatrical Democratic
League. .
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RKO Drops 6

For Summer

Vaude out only for hot
season to reduce losses—
old policy

NEW YORK, April 23.—For the first
time in about seven summers RKO is
dispensing with vaude on a wholesale
scale for this summer season, and on
May 14 six vaude houses will be switched
into stralght picture policies. Four of
these theaters are in the Metropolitan
area—the 86th Street; Kenmore, Brook-
lyn; Coliseum and Keith's, Flushing. The
others are the Palaces In Youngstown
and Akron, O.

The new administration in RKO claims
that these vaude closings are simply in
line with its plans to conserve wherever
possible. And that it was a general prac-
tice about seven years ago to ward off
the usual bad business in the theater
during the warm months by dropping
“flesh,” and that with conditions the
way they are now it is considered an old
practice worth reviving.

However, reports from others in the
organization reveal that these summer
closings were prompted by the profitable
returns ylelded from the Jefferson and
Royal, Franklin and Chester, Bronx,
since they switched to straight picture
polictes a month or so ago. Also that
these six closings might serve as indica-
tions to the labor unions as to how they
would be affected if the circuit had to
do away with considerable “flesh” be-
cause their demands were unreasonable.

These four houses in the Metropolitan
district dropping vaude were considered
as being on the right side of the ledger
for the longest time, but the RKO Oper-
ating Department disputes that. On the
whole, however, the 86th Street and Co-
liseum have been doing well. With this
quartet turning to straight pictures this
section will be left with only five houses,
the Palace, Hippodrome, Fordham, BronXx,
and Albee and Madison, Brooklyn, a total
of four weeks.

RINGLING COUNSEL——

(Continued from page 3)
all alike. All should be granted the ex-
emption up to 16 cents or 51 cents or
76 cents, or whatever the amount, or
none.

“As an illustration of how this works
out: A small theater, or movie, or travel-
ing show, with small overhead, can take
a flying chance at business and adver-
tise a tax-free show at 45 cents. The
theater or show across the street, with a
heavy investment and overhead, and a
costly program, cannot possibly reduce
prices below the tax point; and, there-
fore, he is discriminated against in the
proposed bill by being compelled to pay
a tax all the way from the first cent to
the last. The effect of this bill would be
unjustly to deprive invested capital—
and responsible established business men
in the industry—of ANY EXEMPTION
in the payment of the admission tax,
while the less responsible and the specu-
lative will get by, if this language is not
changed, because of a harmful, discrimi-
nating provision.

“The principle of exemption in the ad.
mission tax should parallel the provision
adopted for exemptions in the income
tax. That is, up to a certain figure ALL
are exempt, and above that ALL pay.

“We do not believe such a provision
as that proposed is constitutional; it is
discriminating, unfair and unequal. It
is most unfair to those™garrying heavy
investments in long-established business,
and whe are called upon in the adminis-
tration of the tax law to supply the
revenue,

“The circus is the least able to bear
the tax, or pass it on. Its show season
is limited to a few summer months.
Definite prices with the circus have pre-
vailed for generations and are established
with the public. The circus cannot pass
this tax on to the public without a re-
action in patronage in greater detriment
than if they absorbed the tax. The very
fact that only a few of the circuses are
able now, without a tax, to carry on, re-
veals a situation that requires no argu-
ment.”

In his brief Mr. Kelley recommends a
bill providing an admission tax of 1215
per cent, with an exemption that will
apply to all up to and including 75 cents.

Brittons and F.& M.
Settle Difficulties

NEW YORK, April 23.—The Joint Com-
plaint Bureau today notified Fanchon &
Marco that the Frank and Milt Britton
Band, current at the Paramount, had
withdrawn its breach of contract com-
plaint. The act had held an F. & M.
contract for one week, starting April 9,
at the New Theater, Baltimore, which
was nhever fulfilled because the house
went into straight pictures.

The Brittons withdrew their charges in
consideration of F. & M. allowing them
out of a contract for the Fox, St. Louis,
which,would not have allowed the com-
edy aggregation to play the Paramounts
here and in Brooklyn, this week and next.

SKOURAS FILM
(Continued from page 3)

the entire circuit, and Jack Sullivan will

handle the purchasing department for

Fox West Coast.

The reorganization of Fox West Coast
is complete. There are 10 division man-
agers beside Charles Skouras, who Is
handling the Southern California di-
vision himself. Division managers and
their headquarters are Arch M. Bowles,
Warfield Building, San Francisco; J. J.
Parker, Paramount Building, Portland,
Ore.; Robert Frost, Skinner Building,
Seattle; Will Steege, Fox Theater, Great
Falls, Mont.; Harry J. Fitzgerald, 1032
North Sixth street, Milwaukee; L. J.
McCarthy, Humboldt Building, St. Louis;
Elmer Rhoden, Midland Theater Build-
ing, Kansas City, Mo.; Rick Ricketson,
Isis Theater Building, Denver, Colo.; Al-
bert Stetson, Fox Theater, Phoenix, Ariz.:
Harry Hartman, Fox Theater, San Diego,
Calif., and Charles Skouras, Washington
and Vermont avenues, Los Angeles.

Five district managers are working out
of the Los Angeles office, Hal Neides,
Lou Clark, Ed Smith, George Bowser
and Bob Smith. Three work out of the
San Francisco office: Dick Spiler, Nick
Turner and Ellis Arkush.

Stroheim Set for Vaude

NEW YORK, April 25.—Eric Von Stro-
heim, w.-k. film director, is being offered
for “flesh” dates. After recently com-
pleting the direction of a Greta Garbo
film, As You Desire Me, Von Stroheim
got a four-people sketch together in
which he portrays the part of a German
officer. The act is\represented by Vin-
cent & Gardner on the Coast, with Alex
Gerber looking after it here in the East.

CIRCUS HOME

(Continued from page 3)
October 7 and 8, last two days of the
Virginia State Fair, Richmond.

A telegraphed report from WNational
Treasurer Joe Kass, Richmond, stated
that there is a balance of $1,284.86 in
the national treasury.

A well-attended luncheon was held in
Bardi’s Restaurant this afternoon, and a
large group witnessed, as in former con-
ventions, tonight’s performance of the
Ringling-Barnum Circus at the Garden,
occupying ideal seats opposite the center
ring. After the show there was a ban-
quet *“under canvas” at Sardi’s Res-
taurant, with individual tables, musiec,
dancing, general pandemonium and a
load of favors and novelties furnished by
“Uncle” Bob Sherwood, whose latest

"book, Hold Yer Hosses, was discussed.

Entire upper floor of the restaurant was
thrown open to the organization for a
grand fete.

Among early arrivals from Richmond
were Judge and Mrs. T. Gray Haddon,
Ben C. Tucker, Charlie Moss, Vivian L.
Redford; Charles W. Somma, general
manager Virginia State Fair and presi-
dent Workman Tent; Charlie Riddick,
Ham Watson, Charlie Woo and others.
Others in attendance included Fred P.
Pitzer, Walter Guest Kellogg; Dr. and
Mrs. James B. Locherty and daughter,
Varian; Frank V. Baldwin Jr., Barnum
Tent Treasurer C. Harry Fehling, G. Y.
Barber, F. Darius Benham, Walter E.
Ackerman, Bob Sherwood, Irene Varian,
N. J. Haworth, Bert Cobb, William (Jolly
Bill) Steinke, Ray McCarney angd others.

Twas Whispered

That Charlie Woo, mayor of Rich-
mond’s Chinatown, is starting tents all
over the Orient.

That Viv Redford abandoned the posi-
tion of national sergeant at arms be-

cause of the absence of function, job
being abolished.

That Bob Sherwood would attend the
circus next Wednesday night in the
company of Anne Morgan, of the dollars-~
and-cents tribe.

That that red cravat worn by Dr.
Locherty, the dental impresario, was on
him for the first time.

That Frank V. Baldwin Jr. and Charlie
Moss almost massacred each other in
trying to best each other for the selec-
tion of the “Queen of the Convention.”

That C. Harry Fehling will keep club
out of the red.

That “The Daring Young Man on the
Flying Trapeze” was written with Bert
Cobb in mind.

That F. Darius Benham has started
more, tents in Chicago than there are
circuses now on tour.

ONE INDIE BOOKER

(Continued from page 6)
Sam Bernstein has already abandoned
his office and is reported on his way to
Vehezuela, South America. The D. A’s
office is also probing charges by acts im-
plicating Lawrence Leon, Herman Levine
and the Dows, involving breaking of con-
tracts and taking advance fees. Sidney
Rheingold’s case comes up in Special Ses-
sions Court Monday.

Harry Kilby, indie booker of the Strand
Theater Building, is scheduled to come
up Tuesday in the Seventh District
Magistrate’s Court on breach of contract
charges brought by Joveta Cassidy and
Irene Pushkova. The girls claim Kilby
flashed a telegram from the Chez Mau-
rice Club, Montreal, asking for a sister
team at $150 weekly. He promised them
the booking and told them to go ahead
and ready their act. They spent money
and time rehearsing the act and when
they were all set to go they claim Kilby

stalled them off by promising them dates -

in New Jersey.

The Moss Sisters have won their bréach
of contract suit for $202.19 against Law-
rence Leon, indie booker, and have been
awarded a judgment for that amount.
Leon, who is now being investigated by
the District Attorney’s office, has given
up his office in the Hanover Bank Build-
ing since splitting with Sam Howard last
week. :

TWO DIVISIONS
(Continued from page 6)

Plains; Goldberg, the Cameo, Colonial,

Hamilton, Royal and Franklin, Bronx;

Jefferson, Park Lane, Hippodrome,

Regent, 23d Street and 125th Street.

Lee’s group consists of the Bushwick,
Dyker, Greenpoint, Orpheum, Prospect
and Shore Road, Brooklyn; Tilyou,
Coney Island, and those Long Island
houses, Keith’s, Richmond Hill; Central,
Cedarhurst; Columbia, Park and Strand,
Far Rockaway.

As division manager Brennan is di-
rectly supervising New Jersey theaters,
comprising the Capitol, South Broad,
Trent, Lincoln and Palace, Trenton;
Rivoli and State, New Brunswick, and
Keith, Washington. His district man-
ager, Reid, has as his Jersey theaters,
the Lincoln, Arlington; Rex, Irvington,
Regent, Kearney; Ritz, Lyndhurst; Rah-
way, Rahway: Rivoli, Rutherford and
the Capitol and State, Union City.

On the Coast Homer Gill remains as
division manager under Cliff Work. The
other division directors have not as yet
lined up their rosters.

EQUITY CO-OP

(Continued from page 3)
ten by the Equity rule. Morrissey has
been trying to present The Crooner for
as long as the oldest Broadwayfarer can
remember. He started the show this
spring as usual, but closed whan asked
to put up bond. He'd figured on cast
waivers.

Forest Haring also presented a modi-
fied sharing proposition for Words aend
Music, the revue that he is doing in as-
sociation with J. H. Del Bondio, but the
suggestion was vetoed. Haring is putting
up bond, probably next week.

TAXES BOOSTED
(Continued from page 3)

35 cents, and in most cases the limit
is 25 cents for everybody regardless of
6€x or age.

With the present high cost of talkie
entertainment, going as high as 80 cents
for a seat in a Halifax theater, there is
an opfortunity for flesh shows available
at not over 50 cents for the highest
priced seat, including the tax. This is
particularly evident thru the lack of
double feature film programs.

[ 4

Scooping the Loop

With Dorothy Gulman

DIARY OF A BABE IN THE WOODS
BUILDING: To the Eighth Street Thea-
ter with Hazel Flynn, the only woman
who ever capitalized on a mosquito’s
sting, and, tho 'twas all Greek to us, we
viewed with admirable patience the firs%
American-released Greek talkie, a sad
tale cutely labeled Such [Is Life, the
climax found me shaking and shivering
as our Nell’'s skeleton arose from her
dead body to condemn the indiscreet
lounge lizard who had done her wrong.

To Lindy’s for a bit of a snack
and I caught my first glimpse of the
new Mrs. Jackie Fields, and she a
pretty blond thing, dimpling at every-
thing the young pug said or did. . . .
Reading Ashton Stevens’ column, I
chuckled to myself at finding therein
a cartoon depicting the illustrious bard
as a generously proportioned soul, when,
if my opening night’s memory serves me
right, he is really of rather slight build.

. . Meditated that no black and white
drawing could ever do justice to Mr.
Stevens and his traditional blue shirts
and red ties. . Motoring with Joe
Lewis and for once the comical clown
was serious, unashamedly admitting the
modest wagon we were riding in was the
entire contents of his garage, but ex-
plaining that his stooge, Leo (Spunky)
Fergato, owned a costly benzine buggy.
. . . To a current movie, which proved
for all time that Claudette Colbert, tho a
stilted actress, has comely stilts. 5 o
Home, where I saw by the papers that
Ina Claire, of the Fagans gone Claire in
the grand manner, vows stoutness or
slenderness can be achieved by the cor-
rect selection of gowns, and that black
could make any stout woman look
sylphlike. . So pondered why 2
woman with such beliefs should submit
to the merciless pommeling of Holly-
wood's Sylvia in an effort to become
thinner, and concluded that. after all,
a press agent is a press agent, a story
a story. . . A wire from Jerry Wald,
sending me everyone's regards but his
own. The old meanie!

SHOTS FROM CHICAGO: Well, suh,
here I was thinking she was all set in
the picture house version of Three’s a
Crowd when who should blow into this
now fair city but Wini Shaw, of the
long-lashed Shaws, to fill the singing
spot left vacant at the Cafe Winter
Garden by Frances Williams. . . Wal-
ter Winchell, whose work, which was
telling on other people, finally began to
tell on him, passed thru town looking
worn and wan. . . . Bing Crosby wears
a cap like the big roughneck he is.
. . Conchita (Incognito) Montenegro
is pulling one of La Negri’s pet gags.
She’s here in search of privacy, so she
says, and has requested the several
hundred people who know of her pres-
ence to keep it a deep, dark secret. . . .
Some goings on, belleve me. . . .
Charlie Dawn vacationing in Minnesota.
Incidentally, his real name is Harry
Knutzen, and I think that’s kinda knutz.

. The Ollie Olsens, to hush rumors
of prosperity being just around the cor-
ner—in. a roundhouse—have purchased
a bran' new automobile. . . Premiere
of Grand Hotel at the Woods Sunday
night was the swankiest picture opening
ever held in that neck of the Woods
Building. . . . Explorer Harold Noice, di-
rector of Explorers of the World, soundie,
arrived sporting a pipe and a most in-
triguing mustache. . Frances Alda,
portly prima donna of grand opera fame,
turned comedienne last week during her
engagement at the Randolph street Pal-
ace Theater, and not bad either. .
Bill Pine recruited a detective-bodyguard
for Jackie Cooper to keep kidnapers at
a safe distance during the boy-actor’s
personal-appearance stay here. . . .
Hazel Flynn, in an interview, got Jackie
to break down and confess that 1i’l Mitzi
Green had made a cynic of him early
in life by going from him to Junior
Coughlin to Eric Linden. . As
Chevalier would say, “Oooooh, that
Meet-zeeee!” . . . Lowell Thomas, Floyd
Gibbons and Brent Balchin all took
turns at occupying the Morrison roof
bungalow while guests here last week.
. The rings have it with Georges
Carpentier. . . . They’re gossiping about
the Frenchman’s long-planned comeback
in the ring, where he first won his
fame, and they're also gossiping that he
will soon place a ring on Lita Grey
Chaplin’s fatal finger. . . She is here

visiting with him between shows at the
playing.

Palace, where he is
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VAUDE NOTES

IKE ROSE feeds and boards his 17
midgets whether they work or not.

SIDNEY PIERMONT, Loew booker, got
a mid-summer sunburn via the lamps.
For once, everybody told him he looked
well. -

TWO RKO BOSTON office houses,
Keith’s in Lowell and in Portland, will
switch next week from full weeks to last
halves. Lowell will play vaude Saturday
to Monday and Portland Saturday to
Tuesday.

CAL TUCKER'S circus unit opened at
the Fox Illinois, Jacksonville, Ill., this
week for a tour of the Skouras houses
in Illinois. In the unit are Miss Poyn-
ter and Dexter, Cal Tucker and Pat, Jack
and La Vaughn, Harry and Kitty Sutton
and Miss Beatrice and Goats.

PEGGY EAMES is again doing a single,
and is breaking it in around Boston.
(See VAUDEVILLE NOTES on page 21)

ANl Styles.

i NATURAL WlG All Colors
50c to 850-00

Mohair Wigs, $1.25 Ea.; $12 Dz,
Special prices on larger quantity
orders. Also Human Hair, Silk
and Wool Wigs. Colonial Wigs
always on hand.

Write for Free Catalogue.

Grand Wig & Novelty Co. '3, jvest 20th Street.
Phone, Watkins 9-3576.

TAP DANCING

A new method vou can actually learn to dance

from. A book 8!':x11, 52 pages, by mail, §1.50. No

risk. Moncy back il not satisfied.
PETERS-WRIGHT STUDIO.

15 West 67th Street, New York. N, Y.

SCENERY

Curtains, Cycs. for Theatres, Schools, Plays. Acts,

SCHELL S8CENIC STUDIO, COLUMBUS. OHIO.
60 USED WARDROBE TRUNKS,
$10.00 Up. All in first-class condition. Write f{or

Descriptive Circular. H. & M. TRUNK CO., 910
Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

FOR LEASE
THEATER [N BROOKLYN

Located in Brownsville Section, seating
 capacity 950. Av excellent location for
> Movie or Jewish Attractions. Write for
full particulars. BOX 314, care The
Billboard, 251 West 12d St., New York
City.

o,
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PARTNER WANTED

For money-making Tent Show. Selling Medicine.
Big outfit, all motorized. Scats 1,000, Small nut,
Opportunity to clear $5.000 in four months.
Must invest from $600 to $700. Handle vour own
money. Initial investment returned in few weeks,
Plenty of securitv, Show opens middle of May.
Show established sixteen years. BOX 375, Bill-
board, Chicago,

WANTED
WHITE MEDICINE PEOPLE

City Platform Show. State all. including salary.
Pay own. Concession privilege for rent. Show
opens May 4. FOR SALF—Unafon, 300 Folding
Chairs. Blues, Side Wall, two Tents, 14x21, cheap
for cash. Address MEDICINE SHOW, General

Pelivery, Trenton, N. J.
Medicine Show Performers. Lee-

WANTED turers, Indians. Long sure sege

son. Tell just what you do. Qnick, DR KREIS,
911 Hampton St., Scranton, Pa.

DRAMATIC TENT OUTFIT WANTED
Give full delails. TENT OUTFIT, care Billboard,
St. Louis, Mo.
Singing, Dancing, B; Black-
WANF ED fa:z[:! Comedi:g.“gsinmax;‘gjo w<>§fan

Pianiste. Make salary low. Pay every Saturday.
CHIEE, RED JACKET, 1334 Main St., Cincinnati.

Lambs’ Gambol
Grosses $18,000

NEW YORK. April 256.—The Lambs’
Gambol, held last night, was the first
of the club’s public frolics to be given
outside of the Metropolitan Opera House.
This year, because of general conditions,
it went into the Imperial Theater and
results were satisfactory, both artistical-
ly and financially. IS played far better
than in the wide-open spaces of the
Met.

Skits were the feature of the program,
most of them extremely amusing. Fem-
inine parts werc played by members,
Percy Helton being the most successful
of the flappers. Receipts were estimated
at about $18,000, $8,000 of which came

from the sale of souvenir programs.

Ed Wynn auctioned off a special copy
of the program, which was bought by
Hiram Bloomingdale for $200.

Hollywood May Continue
With Straight Vaudeville

NEW YORK, April 25.— Altho Lou
Holtz will step out next Sunday night
(May 1), there is a possibility that the
Hollywood will remain open with a
straight vaudeville policy under the
complete sponsorship of Warner.

After 11 weeks of sharing the profits,
but not the losses, with Warner Holtz's
net will be approximately $50,000.

Unless Warner decides to continue the
vaude policy at the Hollywood the house
will be dark next Monday.
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ANDREWS—Mrs. P. L., 45, was killed
and her husband, known in the circus
world as “Kokomo” Andrews, was seri-
ously injured when their sedan cata-
pulted from the road near Brownsville,
Tenn.,, April 22. Andrews is legal adjuster
for the Sam B. Dill Circus.

BAKER—Willis, 81, an actor for 50
years; died at his home in Hackensack,
N. J., April 20, after a long illness. He
was born in Circleville, O., and had
played leading roles in many legit shows.
He leaves a wife, Anna Hauer Baker,
and a daughter, Mrs. Olga Brooks.

BANGWAN—Royal chieftain of the
Ubangi Tribe, who was brought to the
United Stales by the R.-B. Circus, died
of Bright's disease in a hospital at
Sarasota, Fla., April 22. Ubangi was
chief of the saucer-lipped savages from
the French Congo. Disease was contract-
ed in this country, due to change in
Bangwan’s mode of living. He was about
356 and was six feet in height, his body
bearing the tattoo marks of the Ubangi
warriors. Three of his seven wives are
with the Ringling-Barnum Show this
season.

BARNETT—Edgar W., 50, died recently
at Hot Springs, Ark. He was a carnival
electrician and was with the C. A.

Wortham, World-At-Home and John
Sheesley shows. Widow and daughters
survive.

BERRY—Ray C., 42, who operated the
Norman Theater, Norman, Okla., died re-
cently in University Hospital there. He
had been a patient for some time at the
Veterans' Hospital, Muskogee, before he
was removed to Norman. He is sur-
vived by his widow, Mrs. Juanita Berry;
his father, R. C. Berry; a brother, Wal-
ter, of Enid, and a sister, Mrs. William
D. Hamm, of Dallas.

BOONE—Frederick E., veteran actor
and business manager of dramatic stock
and repertoire companies, cdied in Den-
ver April 19 from a complication of
organic troubles. Some of his associa-
tions were as agent for Olga Reta, the
Indian actress, long ago; 14 years with
the Holden Brothers as company man-
ager, the Boone & Dunn Stock Company,
Chase-Lister Company, Walter Arington
Company, Theodore Lorch Stock Com-
pany, Charles and Gertrude Harrison
Company ahd the Lamkin Players. He
was also at one time manager of the
Delta (Colo.) Opera House. He is sur-
vived by his widow. Josephine. Inter-
ment in Crown Hill Cemetery, Denver.

BREMER—Mrs. Katherine A. T., 85,
former opera singer, died at her home in
the Bronx, N. Y. She had bheen a
soprano in the American and McCall
opera companies, turning to social wel-

YOU WILL PLAY THIS ACT SOME TIME OR OTHER—WHY WAIT?
PRINCESS

XXE ¢
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PSYCHIC WONDER

Y

Personal Direction DOC M. IRVING.
For Open Time Write to 4313 Roosevelt Boulevard, Philadelphia.

IN TWO-COLOR COMBINATIONS—FOR
Beautiful, Durable, Spacious, Distinctive.

||| TAYLOR TRUNK CO.

WARDROBE TRUNK,
Send for Our Illustrated Circular.

TAYLOR’S 1932 NEW MODEL TRUNKS

MEN AND WOMEN. o
Lightweight. Full Bize 50-0

545 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.
678 N. Halsted St., Chicago, IlI.
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fare work after she retired from the
stage. Her husband was Alexander
Bremer, former president of the National
League of Musicians.

CHANDLER — Sam, 40, well-known
general agent with various carnivals, in-
cluding Lorman-Robinson Shows, David
A. Wise Shows, Coe Bros.' Shows and
others, died at a hospital in Lexington,
Ky., April 20 of double pneumonia. Mr.
Chandler had been in failing health
more than a year, which developed into
pneumonia a tew days before his death.
He is survived by his widow, Sara; moth-
er, Mrs. Riley Chandler: two brothers
and two sisters. Burial in his home
city, Owensville, Ky.

COOK—Frederick J., 54, member of
the old Eastman Theater Orchestra,
Rochester, N. Y. and later of the
Rochester Philharmonic Orchestra, died
at his home in Rochester recently. He
leaves his wife and three daughters.

COOPER—Lew H.. 67, of the Musical
Coopers, died December 21, 1931, at Oak-
land, Calif., a belated report relates. He
was in show bkusiness 45 years.

CORDRAY—Harry, well-known man-
ager and produncer of tabloid attractions,
who for many years had out the Harry
Cordray Snappy Steppers over the Sun
and Spiegelberg circuits, died at Rex
Hospital, Raleigh, N. C., early Sunday
morning, April 17. He was operated
upon for bladder trouble a week before
his death and took cold which later
developed into pneumonia. His friend,
George B. Hill, was with him daily dur-
ing his stay in the hospital. Efforts
are being 1made to locate Cordray's
relatives. They are asked to communicate
with Dr. Kemp Neal, 309 Fayetteville
street, Raleigh, N. C., or the Brown Un-
dertaking Parlors, Raleigh. Funeral
services were held Friday morning, April
22, and burial was in Oakwood Ceme-
tery, Raleigh.

EDWARDS—J. L., Sr., 64, died sudden-
ly in Pacdersom, N. J., April 3. He was
a show artist and constructor, electrician
and inventor. For some years he was
with the Nat Reiss Shows as general
superintendent and later with the Mel-
ville-Reiss Shows. Two sons and two
daughters survive. They are J. L. Jr.,
C. L., Mrs. J. C. Horner and Mrs. R. S.
Oakes. Body was sent to Baltimore, Md.,
for interment in the family burial plot.

EDWARDS—Mrs. Florence, 27, died
suddenly April 18 at Baptist Hospital,
Little Rock, Ark. She is survived by her
husband, Curtis Edwards, and two chil-
dren, Betty Lou, 4 years old, and A. C.
Jr., 7 years. Both Mr. and Mrs. Ed-
wards were well known oh many carnivals
of the late years. They were with Can-
tara cookhouse on the Billick Gold Med-
al Shows. On Thursday night Mrs. Ed-
wards was on the midway of the Fairly
Shows visiting with her many §riends.
She was taken ill Friday and died early
Monday morning. The body was sent
to Conway, Ark., for bwial.

FLEMING—Mrs. Maude Rinaldo, for-
mer stock and repertoire actress, died at
her home, “Bide-a-Wee,” Keosaqua, Ia.,
April 21. She was the wife of Carl B.
Fleming. Mrs. Fleming worked in the
dramatic field about 35 years until ill-
health compelled her retirement. She
trouped with such companies as those
of Clint G. Ford, Robert Sherman. Sped-
din Paige and the original Barton
Comedy Company. She developed un-
usual versatility. For some years she
headed her own company.

GOLDSTEIN — Jacob, Jewish actor,
died April 19 in Boston and was buried
in New York April 23. Goldsteln and his

'Wo:ld Radio Histo

daughter, Charlotte, had been acting in
a Yiddish stock company at the Franklin
Park Theater, Boston, when he passed
away suddenly.

GORDON-—David, 42, RKO agent and
brother of Max Gordoan, producer, died
suddenly of heart failure in New York
April 23. The body laid in state at the
Riverside Memorial Chapel. New York,
Saturday and was buried Sunday morn-
ing. The deceased had been in show
business practically all his life, having

been a vaudeville producer and agent for
years. He leaves his brother, Max; a
wife. Evelyn Barr, who is a former

vaudevillian; a mother and three sisters.
The day before he died he had been
active as usual on the RKO booking
floor.

HEYL—George A., 66, importer and
breeder of Shetland ponies, died April
22 at his home in Washington, Il
Heyl's ponies have been shown thruout
the country. Heyl was the father of
Harley A. Heyl, known as America’s
greatest “whip,” and of Iona Heyl, noted
horsewoman.

McALEER-—Ralph, 40, owner and man-
ager of the Orpheum Theater, Parsons,
Kan., died April 8 from injuries received
when he fell down a stairway in the
theater building. His widow, a brother,
a sister and his mother survive him.

POTTER—Robert Stewart, 82, formerly
widely known circus man, died at his
home in Toronto recently. He was
formerly a featured performer with
Barnum & Bailey. Professor Madden,
magician, sponsored Bob Potter’'s career
and taught him the rudiments. Many
years ago, while travgling with the Dan
Rice Circus in the South, he met Mary
Todd Lincoln, mistress of the White
House, who expressed her appreciation
of his ability.

PRESTON—Walter, 72, former min-
strel and actor, died at St. Luke’s Hos-
pital. New Bedford, Mass., April 8 after
an illness of several months. He was
a native of England, but came to Ameri-
ca at the age of 2. At the age of 16
he joined Callendar's Minstrels as a
property man. Later he trouped witn
various theatrical companies as manager,
agent and actor. Surviving him are a
son. Walter R. Preston, New Bedford;
three sisters and a grandson.

PURCHASE — Capt. Tom, one of the
best known of European lion tamers,
died at Manchester, England, April 13,
as the result of injuries inflicted by one
of his lions which severely mauled him.
His daughter. Rose, is carrying on with a
sensational act in which she performs a
spectacular dance in front of a lion in
the cage in which her father was at-
tacked. The lion which mauled Capt.
Purchase has been moved to a private zoo.

RILEY—Harrison M., superintendent
of tickets on the Sells-Floto Circus for
11 years and for some years with the
Ringling-Barnum Show, died early Mon-
day morning, April 25, in the Illinois
Central Hospital, Chicago, of heart
trouble. He had not been well since
the Chicago Blackhawks’ hockey season
started. He was taken to the hospital
last Friday. Fred Naylor and wife,
Muriel, were with him when he passed
away. News of the death was a shock
to Manager Zack Terrell and a host
of friends in the show world.

UTTER—Jay J., 73, old-time musician,
died at his home in West Branch, Mich.,
April 19. In his younger days he trouped
with Mason & Morgan's Uncle Tom’s
Cabin. He was engaged in mercantile
business in West Branch for some years
and was active in the affairs of the city
band to the time of illness.

WOOLLEY—Walter, 27, radio singer,
died in the Orange, N. J., Memorial Hos-
pital April 17 of injuries received in an
automobile accident earlier the saime
day. He was associated with Station
WAAT, Jersey City, and was formerly
with WAAM, Newark.

ZIV—A. J., prominently known in show
and show-supply circles, especially the
Central and Western States, dropped
dead in Los Angeles SatuMday night,
April 22, according to a telegram to the
home office of The Billboard. Mr. Ziv
was past secretary and a member of
board of governors of the Pacific Coast
Showmen’s Association and former of-
ficial of the Showmen's League of Ameri-
ca. FPurther details will appear in next
issue of this publication.

WANTED QUICK

Owing to disappointment, feature Toby; young
General Business Men doubling B. and O, speciale
ties, hot Trumpet, Sax doubling Clarinet that do
parts, Rehearsals now. Salary $20. Pay your own
wire. Don’t write, Pay your wires, Bob MecLain wire,
BISBEE & NERO’S COMEDIANS, Clinton, Ky.

HIGH-CT ASS ORCHESTRAS wishing to pla, soven
consecutive nights in large pavilions in South lgam:
transportation and accommodations furnished if de-
sired. Write to THE SOUTH DAKOTA AMUSE-
MENT CO., Sioux Falls, 80. Dak.. for particulacs.
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New Palace, Chicago

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, April 23)

Palace audiences like their comedy re-
fined—what!! Witness the near show-
stop scored today by Al Trahan. Need
we say more? All excellent acts on this
week’s bill, but at opening show things
dragged a bit. Opening act not caught,
as schedule has been moved up and first
act goes on about 12:15.

Jack Whiting was in the second frame
and got across nicely with several pleas-
ing songs sung to the accompaniment
of two pianos and a bit of dancing with
Dorothy Fitzgibbon, pretty brunet. The
two pianists scored with an accordion
number, as well as with their piano play-
ing. '

Handsome Bert Lytell has a poignant
little dramatic sketch in which he por-
1irays the part of a condemned murderer.
Lytell's acting is splendid and he receives
excellent support from the three men
and a girl who take the parts of warden,
priest, guard and the sister of the mur-
derer, respectively. Received a very fine
hand.

Al Trahan is back after a rather
lengthy absence and still with him is
Lady Cameron, tall platinum blonde
(was she platinum last time seen here?).
Doing his old familiar routine with
scarcely a change. His piano fooling
and patter, and the knockabout comedy
“love making” garnered the laughs. Off
to a torrent of applause and came near
stopping the show.

Toto, delightful clown, closed the bill.
Still makes his appearance in a ridicu-
lously small auto which doesn't appear
large enough for him alone, but from
which he emerges carrying a big grip and
is followed by a long-haired terrier. Has
some of his old stunts and a number of
new ones, also several stooges assisting
him., Some of the latter not so good.
Best of them, is a midget who plays the
part of a baby. Toto funny as ever and
gets over big. NAT GREEN.

Earle, Philadelphia

'(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, April 23)

The house was at low ebb here again
today. Downstairs was just a little more
than half full and the balcony “prac-
tically empty at the close of the first
show. The bill was nothing to brag
about, and whoever books the house
seems to have a hard time finding wom-
en to be featured. Out of the 24 people
on the bill 20 are men.

Stanley Brothers and Sunny opened
with a neat gymnastic and acrobatic
routine that got them quite a few
hands. Closed very well.

Abbott and Robery worked hard to
bring laughs, and finally worked them
up with their crossfire talk and the use
of a single woman, a violin and a guitar.
Managed to bow off with some applause.

Pilcher and Douglas, with Timothy
Wren, in a neatly dressed act introduced
some singing that got by nicely, and
dancing that helped to make the act
stand out. The dancing was unusual.
Closed with topical song and dancing.
Went off to a number of bows.

Chief Caupolican, Indian singer, ren-
dered several operatic selections in a
masterly manner. Each song brought
him applause, and at the finish he went
off to excellent returns.

Jim Toney, with his patter and ec-
centric work interspersed with some
ordinary dancing by a female assistant,
and his songs and disjointed dances had
many a laugh from the audience. He
stretched it out a little too long, but
managed to finish very well. Took a
forced encore.

Hollywood Collegians, band of 12, de-
pended on their electric effects to put
them over, rather than their music. The
effects were novel and their playing was
interspersed with many laughs. They
were well reoeived and had to respond to
an encore that was deserved.

B. H. PATRICK.

Hippodrome, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, April 23)

An overabundance of novelty and flash
this week, but not enough of talk. What
little there is is inctdental to the sight
comedy. The bill is crying for a few
good gags, and in addition the spotting is
weak. Annie, Judy and Zeke don’t be-
long in next to closing, which is a per-
fect spot for a talk single. The bill's
main virtue is its short running time, 95
minutes, most of the acts being cut
down due to the double film feature,
Scandal for Sale and South Sea Adven-
tures.

Jungleland, novelty flash with a jun-
gle and cannibal theme, held interest
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The Palace, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Night, April 23)

A large and particularly enthusiastic crowd greeted the new Palace show
at the performance caught, and the customers showed pretty clearly that they
liked it, an opinion which this corner shares. It's a well-balanced and ex-
tremely smooth running laycut, with comedy, singing and dancing all repre-
sented and represented well. Jack Haley and Benny Rubin, back at the ace
showshop again, wander thru the proceedings as joint emsees. Eddie Leonard,
veteran minstrel man, is his old grand self; Ethel Merman is properly over-
heated singing her torch tunes; Dave Apollon is more boisterous and a better
Russian impresario than Yascha Yushny up at the Cort, and the whole thing
is vastly entertaining. Despite reports current along the street, the Palace
didn’t go in the red last week, and it doesn’t look as tho they’ll have to invest
in any pink ink this week either.

They show caught was a bit truncated, due to the midnight performance,
which was set to follow it. Patsy Kelly’s act never emerged as anything more
than a bit, the Apollon turn was cut by at least one number, and the after-
piece just wasn’t there. Even at that, tho, the customers got more than their
money’s work in both gquantity and quality.

DAVE GOULD'S GIRLS AND BOYS led off and proved to be a far better-
than-average flash act. The turn has a class that most flashes lack, a verve
and smoothness and careful production that make it an outstanding opener.
Will Cowan and Muriel Moran turn in some nice tap dancing. Marjorie Green
does standout acro, and the 10-girl line is young and extremely pretty. It
includes for one Little Polly Rose, sister of Billy Rose, the legit maestro, a lass
who is determined to get along in show business entirely on her own. The
hoofing thruout is excellent, with the chorus kids especially turning in some
grand routines. Went off to an excellent hand.

MORGAN AND STONE come next with thelr rousing banjo duet work.
They bang out pops and classics in stirring style, and end with a rendition of
Tiger Rag that is a wow.

BENNY RUBIN AND JACK HALEY made their first appearance here, Rubin
towing a Chinaman and Haley a Jap, with the complications easy to figure,
but none the less funny. After ending on a nance bit, they introduce the
next turn.

EDDIE LEONARD wowed ’em and rightly. The ex-endman is in as fine
voice as ever, which means in very lovely voice, and the little hoofing that he
does has all the nld excellence. He introduces Eddie Leonard Jr. a lad who
can sing sorgs from the English, Italian, Jewish, Russian, Scandinavian and
Irish, and, what is more, sing them with a good voice. He is, of course, nothing
like Senior as yet, but he can be marked as a certain comer. The turn show-
stopped, with more than enough to spare, and Eddie Sr. begged off by going
into a dance with Rubin and Haley. That rang up another show-stop for him.

JACK HALEY had his own act here, starting off with a skit in which he,
Rubin and an unbilled blond kid did some of the blackouts of their last
Palace engagement. Then Haley, out alone, pulled a few gags and sang I'm
So Alone With the Crown. a number that was saved only by his own peculiarly
ingratiating brand of comedy which he injected into it.

MILLS, KIRK AND MARTIN, trio of rough-and-tumble comedians, fill the
next spot. And rough and tumble in this connection means very rough and
extremely tumbled. They sock one another around the stage for laughs and
manage to be funny for the first few minutes. After that they get a bit
tiresome. They wow the house at the end, however, by bringing on the funniest
pansy stooge that this conscientious reporter has ever seen on any stage. You
have to get a load of him yourself in order to appreciate him.

ETHEL MERMAN came on after Rubin’s introduction to sing Wipe That
Frown Right Off Your Face; Smile, Dern You, Smile; Stop the Sun, There’ll Be
Some Changes Made and I Got Rhythm. The numbers were divided by a two-piano
duet from her pair of accompanists. La Merman, who somehow looks a lot
prettier than she did in Scandals, has a hard, nasal voice that sounds some-
thing like a buzz saw when she goes fast, but she can build up a torch tune
like nobody’s business. By this time that’s hardly news, but your reporter is
a guy who never liked her before and who found himself tonight liking her
immensely. Beneath all the torrid shouting the gal has a certain naivete that
is charming. After a pair of show-stops she clowned very nicely with Haley,
but the mob wouldn’t let her off until she did A Bowl of Cherries and even
then they wanted more.

HALEY AND RUBIN appeared in another sketch before intermission, the
latter donning a skull cap, goggles and a Santa Claus whiskers to act a Jewish

atriarch. \
P BENNY RUBIN came on with his own act after the wait, pulling a few
cracks that were unusually weak for him and ending with his familiar hoofing
routine.

PATSY KELLY hroke into things by marching out and claiming to be
mistress of ceremonies over the objections of Rubin and Haley, who stayed
on thruout her turn or what there was of 1t at this performance. It in-
cluded nothing much except dialog and the ace stunts of Al Siegel, Miss Kelly’s
stooge.

g]:)AVE APOLLON closed the show with his Surprises of 1932, including his
Mexican mandolin and guitar orchestra; Danzi Goodell, who does some swell
hoofing, and Agnes and Adeline, who do Jikewise. He also introduced Nora
Williams, a large Southern torch singer with a raucous voice and a flair for
whistling thru her teeth. She went big with the mob. The standout of the
act, tho, was the little Mexican from the band, who acts as Apollon’s chief
stooge. He’s a charming fellow and a really capable comedian. The after-
piece, as remarked before, was entirely deleted in order to get the crowd out

in time to clear the house for the midnight performance. EUGENE BURR.

easily, but just as it reached its climax

broadcasting. Jackson's comedy hoofing

in the dragon humber something went
wrong backstage and the curtain was
pulled down. Up to then the act shaped
up well, two male contortionists and a
boy wah-wah singer dividing the time.

Harry Foster Welch opened slow and
ran thru his familiar routine of vocal
imitations of musical instruments. Did
not reajy hit the mark until his final
one-man-band number, which put him
over big.

King Brothers and Cully, a trio of
youths, entertained handsomely with a
mad mixup of falls, singing, dancing,
piano playing and comedy poses. They
work with confident speed and do some
really clever bits. Their closing is not
punchy enough, however, and let down
the applause.

Col. Fred Lindsay is assisted by a
couple of girls, Marion Wright and Bar-
bara James, in a demonstration of Aus-
tralian whip cracking. The set is color-
ful and the girls are pretty. A couple
of plants come on for comedy. Made a
mild impression. '

Wally Jackson and Edgar Gardner
pulled down a load of laughs with their
burlesque of radio announcing and

is good, Gardner’s announcing is okeh,
while blond Dorothy Adams supplies the
feminine touch. Their closing John and
Salome number was too warm for this
family audience and the trio closed weak.

Nina Olivette galloped about for 18
minutes, using her wobble walk and
mugging for most of the laughs. She is
an amusing low comedienne, but drags
out most of the bits. Six collegians rah-
rahed for her and otherwise made them-
selves useful. Went over nicely.

Annie, Judy and Zeke, two girls and a
boy, amused easily with their bashful
“hick™ satire, but were misspotted. They
sing, do a bit of dancing and use a
piano and xylophone, giving their work
the maximum of showmanship. Should
have been in an earlier spot.

Brenck’s Indian Revels closed. Eight
Injun braves supply band music, while
Princess Nunana leads them and breaks
into occasional song, and Princess Little
Elk comes out for a couple of native
dances. Belladonna and her Golden
Horse, in statuesque poses, provide a
sock climax. A colorful and certainly
different flash. PAUL DEJERENIS.
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St. Louis Theater, St. Louis

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, April 23)

Olsen and Johnson'’s Intact No. 84 will
keep audiences in a state of laughing
hysteria all this week. The two mirth
provokers and their cohorts furnish all
the flesh entertainment here this week,
their Atrocities of 1932 running 50 min-
utes. The Office Girl is the talkie at-
traction.

Immediately after Frank Panus and
his orchestra played the overture bed-
lam broke loose in all parts of the the-
ater. From the opening hullabaloo to
the Minnie the Moocher ensemble finale
there was something doing and happen-
ing every second.

The two ace comedians have surround-
ed themselves with a bevy of 22 per-
formers of all ilks, both male and fe-
male, black and white, all sizes, statures,
weights and ages. Some have been with
them for the last few years, others are
new in the present Olsen and Johnson
vehicle, which contains many choice
comedy bits from their past offerings
and quite a few new and excruciatingly
funny skits concocted by the two master
nuts. Some new settings embellish their
1932 turn, principally the clever train
effect, with moving wheels, heralding
the arrival of the two principals on the
scene, and the subsequent departing of
the train showing an observation car.

The best way to describe the offering
is that it is hokum and tomfoolery of
the nth degree and one that gets
laughs galore thruout. Eight attractive
girls, headed by Bata and Bessie Kapple,
comely crooning dancers, furnish the
feminine charm in the presentation,
while others worthy of mention in the
cast and sharing in the funmaking are
the colored Gibson Family, George
Moore, Joe Perry, “Speedy” Patterson
and the team of Moore and Shy. Little
Bethel Gibson, colored tot, deserves
mention for his Bill Robinson step dance
number which got him a big hand.

Olsen and Johnson had to come out
for many bows after the curtain was
rung down on the departing train.

FRANK B. JOERLING.

Loew’s State, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, April 23)

Again the State's vaude layout is
trimmed to five acts, one shy, making
way for the length of another MGM
special, Hell Divers, with Clark Gable
and Wallace Beery. No ‘“name” value
to the “flesh,” headlined by Vanessi and
Songwriters on Parade, running 79 min-
utes. Still the show is okeh except that
the early part runs slow and lacks ap-
plause reaction, tho this is forgotten by
the effectiveness of the last two acts.
They land with a bang, and coming at
the finish it makes the customers hap-
py. The early letdown is due to weak
spotting, with an acro novelty opening,
comedy following and a flash for the
third act. Business was mild at the
start of the first show today, but it
improved when the second showing be-
gan. ’

Erma Ward and Girls do as fine a job
of opening a show as one could want.
There are six girls, with Miss Ward high-
lighting with one-arm planges. She tops
the act off by doing 90 consecutive

planges. The other girls work as an en-
semble, offering corking floor acro-
batics.

Dick Henderson was “on the spot”

coming so early with his comedy, and
he campaigned vigorously for laugh re-
turns. Yet the audience evidently felt
it was too early in the day to laugh.
The applause reception wasn't so bad
tho. Henderson's a clever performer, but
he needs to round up some new material.

Miss Vanessi, aided by the Biltmore
Boys, heads an entertaining and color-
ful flash, but it didn’t help to pick up
the speed of the bill. Vanessi is a peach
of a dancer, and those three Biltmore
lads are plenty helpful with song-dance
routines. Act's appeal is furthered by
neat staging and dress.

Arty Lewis and Peggy Ames finally get
the show going in the right direction.
Laughs come easy for them, justified by
Lewis’ excellent comedy talent and the
act’s meaty material. Miss Ames is an
effective straight. They swell the laugh
returns at the finish by bringing on a
glant-sized fellow, Dave Ballard, who re-
places Henry Mullens.

Songwriters on Parade (Charlie Tobias,
Percy Wenrich, Al Lewis, Al Sherman,
Murray Mencher, Vincent Rose and Sid-
ney Claire) closed great. These <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>