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Business Must Be Pickin

‘We’re PBusy---
Lreparing for

An Im portant
Issue

This big issue is the forerunner of the Fall Buying Season.
Attention everywhere is being focused upon the problem
of providing entertainment for the millions of people who
will attend the Fairs, Circuses, Carnivals, Theaters, Shows,
elc.

The demand for merchandise, equipment and supplies is
reaching new heights. That’s what makes us so busy. Pro-
spective advertisers arve wriling for rates and information—
old advertisers are sending in their copy instruclions.

Place your own f{irm in the running with an advertisement
in the FALL SPECIAL. Profits don’t happen—theyv are
the result of careful planning.

for
Issue Will Be Dated August 27 On Sale August 23

FAIR SEASON

Concessionaires, Pitchmen, Street-

Advertisements 10 be included in any par-

ad- . . .
T e Tilibantd . chary. wadk Do ticular department or section must be in
( information about Premium Mer- . . . - N
chandise. Novelty Goods and Dem- Cincinnati by August 15. Last Display
onstrating Items. = 2 -
Forms go to Press MONDAY NOON,
[
SELLING SEASON August 22.

A variety of merchandise sold ex»
clusively thru Distributors, Agents
and Salesmen can he successfully

sold thru The Billboard. TllC Bil]l)()ilr(] Plll)lisllillg (\:()0

INDOOR SEASON

) MAIN 25-27 Opera Place MAIN
Manufacturers of all kinds of In- Vgl
door Equipment and Supplies have 5306 (l\“lNN\T[, O[{l‘) 5307
always found The Billboard helpful
in successfully selling a product...
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Premium

NEW ORLEANS, Aug. 1.—Loew’s
State has joined the Orpheum, which ll
cives away iced tea, and the Saen-
ger, which gave away everything "
but the theater chairs, in providing |
something for nothing for the public. |
However, in this instance the State
has gone its competitors one better.
Where they were contented with
drinks, ice boxes and an occasional
automobile, the State advertises free
psycho-analyzing at the hands of
the great Tangee, who has pitched
his wigwam on the mezzanine and
seems to be very popular.

T s o

Indie Combine
Seemis Likely

Kline lining up independ-
ent house owners in New
York—bankers approve

NEW YORK, Aug. 1-—An ecventual
tieup of at least 45 indie legit houses is
in the offing due to weak conditions.
Harry Kline, former manager of the
Chanin Theaters, who has been the
prime mover for an indie house owners’
organization., declares -hat due to th=
apparent scarcity of forthcoming produc-
tions, the bankers who are in deep on
theatrical properties and In the past
have shied against a single booking office,
have come to the end of their rope and
are now welcoming the formation of
such a central agency.

It is admitted that unless 75 per cent
of the house owners join the proposed
association the plan is useless. To this
end those owners in favor of the idea
are now contacting the banks and vari-
ous receivers of the properties in an
effort to secure a quick realization of
what many of them call the only wayp
out of their present predicaments. TO
date it is admitted that altho progress
has been made in lining up the indie
owners still in control cof thelr properties,
much antagonism towards the plan has

(Sce INDIE COMBINE on page 62)

Detroit MPO Fixes
New Salary Scale

DETROIT. Aug. 1.— Peaceful settle-
ment of the new biennial contract fcr
local theaters with the Motion Picture
Operators’ Union Is expected to cover ail
houses, according to present indications.
More than 150 Detroit houses were af-
fected by a general acreement between
the union and Allied Theaters of Mich -
gan giving a 20 per cent cut from the face
of the new contract. eflective at once, to
run till November 1 and to be adjusted
retroactively at that time should condi-
tions warrant. The union is determined
to go the full length in keeping all
houses open wherever possible and to co.
operate in any temporary reductions of
scale which may seem required for th's
purpose.

There are not more than eight houses
in the city still unsigned. according to
Roger Kennedy, business agent of thre
union. The Fox and the RKO downtown
theaters have been signe dup at a 15 per
cent cut effective to August 31, 1933. in
view of the fact that the Allied Theaters
houses took such a cut a vear ago. New
contracts are already effective in all cases.

Negotiations with the formidable Pub-
lix Circuit locally are still under wav,
meanwhile, all Publix houses run full
scale. Notice to close has heen given
at the Alhambra and it is reported that
Publix will close about seven key houses
for the summer.

Herk’s New Circuit Is Set;
Start Casting of 22 Shows

Empire Burlesque Association, Inc., is new name of
wheel and feverish activity is in evidence — five
cities to open August 29, all others on Labor Day

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Following the
series of meetings the past week in the
offices of the New Columbia Burlesque
Association, definite plans for a new cir-
cuit were formulated, with the name of
Empire Burlesque Association, Inc., be-
ing chosen. I. H. Herk is president and
general manager, while additional of-
ficers will be elected at the meeting
scheduled to be held tomorrow morning.
Circuit is basing its plans on 25 weeks,
and casting has already started on 22
units by Phil Rosenberg, of the I. N.
Weher Agency, which will do the book-
ing for the new circuit. Shows are
scheduled to open Labor Day, in all of
the franchised houses, but five of them
will play a preliminary week befbre the
full circuit gets under way. These houses
will open on August 29. They are: Old
Howard, Boston: Star, Brooklyn; Gayety,
Washington; Empire, Newark, and a
house which is being negotiated for in
Philadelphia.

In the meantime there is feverish
activity in the offices of the new wheel
and 15 to 20 producers will be signed the

120 Million for
Apportioned to

WASHINGTON, Aug. 1.—Hardly was
the ink dry on the signature of President
Hoover to the new relief bill. which
among other things increases the amount
of money that may be loaned for con-
structive activity thru the Receonstruc-
tion Finalce Commission and steps up
highway improvement, when the Depart-
ment of Agriculture announced the
apportionment of the $120,000.000 put at
its disposal for road building to the
various States. The act provides that
the amount apportioned ito amy State
may be used to match the regmlar an-
nual federal-aid apportionments, and
when so used shall be avatlable for ex-
penditure in paying the share of such
State cost of federal-aid projects. This
$120,000,000 is available only for work
on the federal-alid highway systems per-
formed before July 1, 1933, and must be
promptly put into circulation in connec-
tion with employment activities in the
States.

No individual directly employed on the

coming week to work on the circuit pro-
ductions. A producing board comprised
of the franchised burly operators will
act in advisory capacity and the best
possible talent available will be utilized.
The houses signed up are to further
bolster the traveling shows with an added
attraction as well as a minimum of one
vaudeville act. Both the added attrac-
tions and vauds acts are being signed
by the new circuit’s booking agency.
Houses will a'so further embellish shows
with prescribed scenic effects and such
novelties as are advisable to make the
show a strong eatertaining unit.

Since there will be no outside producers
playing the wheel with their shows, the
payroll of the talent and other expenses
will be kncwn to the various house oper.-
ators signed up and no gypping will be
possible. The usual railroad pool will be
in effect to take care of the road ex-
penses and all forms of transportation,
including baggazcs and fares. Thus the
houses will be getting the road shows
with no profit on the show itself being

(Sce NEW CIRCUIT on page 62)

Roads in Year
Various States

highway work made possible by this
appropriation shall be permitted to work
more than 30 hours in any one week.
Ex-service men with dependents will be
given preference. Texas gets the great-
est amount of this money, with New
York second. Pennsylvania third, Illinois
fourth, Califoruia fifth, Ohio sixth and
on down the line.

Plus this $120.000.000 in appropria-
tions, the relief act carries $5,000.000 for
national forest highways, $5.000,000 for
improvements of national forests, $3,000,-
000 for national park roads and $2,000,-
000 for roads thru public lands.

Still further, of the $300,000,000 made
available for relief and relief work. high-
way and street work will be taken care
of and loaned to States, counties and
cities by Reconstruction Finance Cor-
poration on recquest of governors of the
States. Even tho the vast sum of
$435,f 0,000, a great part of which at
lear will be available for highways in

(Sce 120 MILLION on page 62)

Racing Law, Pari-Mutuel Betting
Is Upheld by Illinois High Court

SPRINGFIELD, Til., Aug. 1.—Legality
of the racing law, including pari-mutuel
betting at regularly licensed tracks, was
upheld by the Illinois Supreme Court in
a decision early last week in a case
brought by State Senator James O. Mon-
roe, under sentence of four days in jail
for alleged violation of the law. The ac-
tion was appealed to test validity of the
law.

Interest in the decision centered in the
sections affecting pari-mutuel betting
and indirectly the revenue derived from
this source paid into the State treasury
and disbursed by the State department
of agriculture among various county fairs
for payment of their prem:um list.

Pari-mutuel betting was not permitted
on races at State or county fahlrs. The
law, passed in 1927, without the sighature
of Governor Len Small, has since netted

[World Radio History

the following rovenue: In 1928, $614,169;
1929, $638,628. 1930, $656,802; 1931,
$528,122, the smallest payment since the
law was written.

Disposing of the complaint that the
pari-mutuel system falls within the con-
stitutional inhkibition against lotteries,
the court said: “While the amount of
money to be d:vided is indefinite as to
dollars and cents, it is definite in that
the amount of money to be divided is the
total stakes on the winning horse, less a
given percentage to the management.

“The persons among whom the monev
is to be divided are not uncertain, as
they are ‘those who bet on the winning
horse.! The winning horse is not de-
termined by chance alone, but the speed,
condition and endurance of the horse,
aided by the skill and management of

(See RACING LAW on page 62)

Since When?

Thad Rising, manager of the
colored Minstrels with Rubin &
Cherry Shows, recently noticed a
number of towners getting past an
“easy” auspices ticket taker by
merely saying “profession,” instead
of buying tickets, and decided to
investigate.

“What do you mean ‘profession’?”
asked Mr. Rising of a party of half
dozen grownups and kiddies. “Why,”
came the answer from the male
parent, “my family has been in show
business many years!” “In what
specific line?” asked Rising. “Merry-
Go-Round with the Ringling Bros.,”
came the answer,

After recovering Rising told the
spokesman if he would apply at the
show’s midway office, explaining his
“professional” affiltations, his party
woul'd be given passes to all the frece
acts!

Agent Merger
Plan Complete

RKO creates two franchises
to care for 5 “B” men—
shakeup expected

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—The doubling
up of the RKO agents was finally com-
pleted Saturday with the creation of two
new franchises to take care of those “B”
agents who could not, or weould not, tie
up with reps on the “A” list. One fran-
chise was created for Nat Sobel and
Harry Norwood, both getting permission
to trade on the floor, while the second
was divided between Pete Mack, Phil
Morris and Louis Spielmann.

With the exception of two other
changes, the list announced in 1last
week's issue of The Billboard stands.

Harry Seamon, “B” agent, was doubled
up with Roger Murrel, also on the “B”
list, with Max Hart, “A” agent. Jack
Hart, Murrel’s associate, was placed with
Billy Jackson, “A” agent. Murrel tried
to argue against this but lost. John
McKee, associate, also went with Jackson,

The Spielmann-Mack-Morris franchise
is the only one of the 32 that allows but
one man of the three to appear on the

(See AGENT MERGER oz page 62)

Paris Acts Gather
Coin on Sidewalks

PARIS, July 25.—Out-of-work acro-
bats, singers and musicians took advan-
tage of the three-day hollday—July 13-
14-15—by using the sidewalks in front
of the terraces of the cafes as stages on
which they did their stuff and trusted to
the holiday spirit of the anti-Volsteaders
for their recompense.

Best of these sidewalk acts was a2 mu-
sician who nonchalantly rambled about
on high stilts playing a cornet and an
accordion—and playing both quite musi-
cally. Clever even minus the stilts. Two
tots in clown costumes danced and col-
lected the coins for this number.

Another good act was staged by two
excellent hand-to-hand and head-to-
head balancers. A close competitor of
these two was a tumpier who carried a
long strip of carpet which he carefully
spread out before getting into action.
Sleight-of-hand performers, equilibrists,
vocalists and musicians of all sorts add-
ed varlety to these impromptu shows,

and most of them were able to clean up
a tidy sum. Policemen during this par-
ticular holiday refrain from i terfering
unless obliged to act thru som unusual
circumstance.
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Concessions

Hit in Feud

Long Beach Chief of Police
ousted, charged with lax-
ity--money games attacked

LONG BEACH, N, Y., July 30.—A feud
of long standing between Mayor Frank
Frankel and Chief of Police Morris Gross-
man reached a climactic point on Tues-
day, with the dismissal of the latter on
a charge of laxity in the removal of cer-
tain concessions on the Boardwalk.

Following on the heels of the unex-
pected action, the mayor launched a drive
against these games, with two-score suf-
fering 111 consequences.

The first indication of bitterness be-
tween the mayor and his appointed chief
was reported in The Billboard two months
ago, when Chief Grossman’s edict ban-
ning the granting of a group of Board-
walk concession permits was overruled
by Frankel, who is also Police Commis-
sioner.

In many instances operators of the
games have been paying $75 and $100 on
a number, it is alleged. Fashionables
from Atlantic Beach, Lido and Southamp-
ton have been flocking here to partici-
pate. It reached a stage where the dime
player who wanted to win a prize was
ignored. The ire of residents aroused
over the increased impetus of money
gambling on the Boardwalk, they deluged
Nassau County Prosecutor Elvin N. Ed-
wards with demands that unfair gaming
activities be curtailed here. As the re-
quests increased. Edwards advised Mayor
Frankel to put his foot down.

Frankel's blow to certain Long Beach
concessioners came as a surprise to the
craft, which he has befriended since he
first took office. What gives his ouster a
strange twist is the fact that he himself
is interested in a block of stands on the
promenade.

General opinion is that concessioners
contribute too juicy an income to the
community to be toyed with. Money
gambling strife is by no means new stuff
here. At intervals over a decade it has
risen and subsided with equal sudden-
ness.

The ousted chief is going to air his
case in court. He took the mayor to task
for allowing some Boardwalk games to
resume operations after he had registered
disapproval of them in no uncertain
terms. He accused the mayor of obstruct.
ing his police functions and declared
that the mayor’s interest in Boardwalk
properties prejudiced him in favor of the
games, good and bad.

Some of the concessions raided are lo-
cated in the Castle Block, owned by the
mayor. The others are in the Foundation
Block, which the mayor owned, but which
went back to the mortgager.

The mayor hitherto has been liberal to
concessioners on the ground that they
deserve a break and need uninterrupted
operation to get rent money. His dis-
missal of Grossman is therefore a com-
plete turnabout.

Sobottka at Seattle House

SEATTLE, Wash., July 30.—Herbert B.
Sobottka has been mamed manager and
publicity director for the RKO Orpheum
here. Mr. Sobottka has been acting in
a similar capacity for the company's
house in Tacoma. He succeeds J. Wil-
liam Houk here. C. F. Chrisman is
assistant manager.

PLAYS ANNOUNCED

(For Broadway)

I Want a Child, by Abraham Blum
(Arthur Block).

The Passionate Pilgrim, by Margaret
Crosby Munn (Howard Inches).

Redwoods, by John Dudley (George
H. Brennan).

Best Years, by Raymond Van Sickle
(J. J. Shubert).

The Harbor Light, by Owen Davis
(Frank Conroy).

Prisoner's Base, by Jerome Dreyfuss
(Dmitrl Ostrov).

Censored, by Conrad Seilers (Dmitri
Ostrov).

Eastside, by Denis Connolly (Ray
Bartlett).

| Monkeys.Not Assessed

WARSAW, Ind.,, July 30.— Six
monkeys discovered by field men
from the office of the county as-

sessor were not assessed for taxa-
tion this year, altho some time ago
County Assessor B. E. Dausman
held that they are fur-bearing ani-
mals. The monkeys are owned at
Warsaw, Winona Lake, and lake
Wawasee.

“Just Out,”” Parisian Hit
Given American Premiere

STOCKBRIDGE, Mass., Aug. 1.—Ameri-
can premiere of Edouard Bourdet's Just
Out, a2 comedy that enjoyed a long run
in Paris, was received with much favor
oy critics and audience at the Berkshire
Playhouse, where its presentation opened
for the week July 25. Mrs. Rosalie
Stewart, who owns the American rights,
was in the audience.

Play gives Patricia Collinge good op-
portunities in role of Jacquiline, which
she is expected to fill in the event of
Broadway production. Leo Carroll ap-
peared in role of Mark Fournier, and
George Coulouris took the part of Mosca.
Geoffrey Wardwell had the role of Mare-
chal, figuring in good love-making
scenes. u

Fox Coast Drive Starts

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 1—With Fox
managers ail over the Pacific Northwest
division clamoring for a share in Charlie
Skouras’ 10 grand prize money, the
“business boosting” campaign got off
to a flying start the first week.

Skouras has posted $10,000 as prizes
for a 10-week drive for increased busi-
ness. All houses in the Pacific and
Rocky Mountain section are participat-
ing—a total of over 200 theaters.

Prizes will be graded according to im-
portance of houses, with fully half of
the mansgers being in line to grab off
2 few extra dollars. A prize of $1,000
will be awarded also to division man-
ager whose division shows greatest per-
centage of improvement in gross during
the 10-week period. Fifteen division
managers will compete.

Fox officials are happy over results of
first week ending July 24. Drive ends
September 24. Oscar Cantner, of local
advertising division, is handling details.

Publix New Season Campaign

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Publix is plan-
ring a special exploitation campaign
called “Paramount’s Greatest Entertain-
ment Season,” which will usher in the
new season August 12. All Publix thea-
ters in it.

“Erlanger’s Pride”
Falls to the Films

CINCINNATI, July 30.— The Grand
Opera House, Cincinnati's oldest legit
theater, known in late years as Erlanger’s
Grand Opera House, is to become a mo-
tion picture theater. In the palmy days
of K. & E. this theater was a favorite
with the late A. L. Erlanger, one in which
he took particular pride,

It is announced that the house has
been taken over by RKO and will be
operated from September 1 as a first-run
movie house by the Cincinnati Division
of the RKO Corporation. Announcement
comes from Hershel Stuart, director of
theater operations.

The Grand Opera House was sur-
rendered earlier in the year by the Er-
langer Estate, which held a 90-year lease,
to the owner, the Taft Estate. It is stated
that the theater is now leased on a year-
to-year basis from the Taft Estate, with
the rental fixed at a percentage of the
gross income. William Hastings, man-
ager of the RKO Lyric, and his assistant,
William Dodds, will probably be in charge.
With the Grand in operation RKO
will have nine film houses in Cincinnati.

This leaves the Shubert the only road
house for the coming season. Other
houses, however, that may offer “flesh”
shows are the Cox, Music Hall, Taft Audi-
torium and Emery Auditorium. The
Grand Opera House was originally known
assMozart Music Hall and was built in
1853.

Free Food in Baltimore

BALTIMORE, July 30.—William G. Me-
chanie, of the New Lexington Restau-
rant, 122 North Liberty street, Baltimore,
has sent word to the AEA and the NVA
that all unemployed members of these
two organizations who are stranded in
Baltimore or who anticipate stopping
off there need not go hungry, as he will
supply them with food gratis. Mr. Me-
chanic has catered to the profession for
some years, and in his present move he
is showing his approval of similar action
taken by some of the prominent restau-
rateurs in other large cities.

“Prisoner’s Base’ at Last

NEW YORK, July 30.—Jerome Drey-
fuss’ play, Prisoner’s Base, will be placed
in rehearsal soon by Dmitri Ostrov, who
recently returned from the Coast. Play
was originally owned by Paramount,
which bought it for a picture and tien
released it to Ray-Minor Corporatioii to
do as a show. Latter decided against
doing it.

Story concerns the imprisonment of a
number of criminals on an island from
which they are prevented from escaping
by a surrounding electric ray.

Not Much Truck Interference

On (Quarantine

WASHINGTON, July 30.—Interference
with truck or passenger car operation
upon the public highways, as a result of
quarantine regulations issued by the
Federal Government, occurs but seldom,
and even then, it is of short duration, as
a rule, according to information fur-
nished by the Bureau of Animal In-
dustry, U. S. Department of Agriculture,
which deals, however, conly with quar-
antines affecting animal diseases. The
Bureau of Plant Industry occasionally
establishes quarantine stations as a result
of plant pests becoming numerous and
doing great damage, but even these, from
a Federal standpoint, occur infrequently,
it was said.

When attention was called to restric-
tions placed upon motor and other high-
way transport by States, as in the case
of the tick law down in Texas, informa-
tion furnished at the Department of
Agriculture was to the effect even these
State regulations are fairly infrequent,
and often of slight duration, as well as
often confined to certain areas or coun-
ties only within given States. These State
interferences may have to do with either
plant or animal quarantine. It is not the
desire of the Federal Government, nor is
it that of States, to unduly interfere with
highway transport, 1t was suggested, and
arction to that end is taken only when
the public interest calls for it.

Trucks carrying live stock, for example,
may be checked, as in the case of the
prevalence of the foot and mouth disease,
a malady which threatened to and did
do very great damage some time ago be-

'World Radio Histo

Regulations

fore it was checked. As in this and like
cases, the only way of thwarting pests
is thru quarantine at State or county
lines. In May, 1932, it was necessary for
Secretary of Agriculture Arthur M. Hyde
to continue the Federal regulations
restricting the interstate movement of
narcissus bulbs in the United States.
This was necessary that bulb growers in
certain States be protected against bulb
flies found in other States. The European
corn horer quarantine was lifted on
July 15, 1932, by Secretary Hyde. It af-
fected only certain States. Among other
pests against which precautions have had
tc be taken in the past are the Thurberia
Weevil, affecting cotton; the gypsy moth
and brown-tail moth, found in sections
from which Christmas greenery is
shipped: the Japanese Beetle, which
played havoc with farm products; the
satin moth, affecting willow and poplar
trees; Mediterranean fruit fly, enemy of
fruits, and the melon fly, which attacks
melons.

In fact, it is surprising the number of
pests which will spread over the country
and damage plants and fruits, as well as
different trees and farm crops, unless
checked. The number which affect sec-
tions and do damage to animals is not
so great, but when they do appear the

damage done is widespread and most
serious. The white pine blister rust
played smash with pine woods. Thru

guarantine ravages of pests may be
checked and, if the pest is an insect, it
is possible to introduce parasites, with
good results, the department states.

Another Suit
Against Fox

Chicage Title and Trust
Company asks $1,000,000,
charging breach of contract

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—William Fox has
another Jawsuit on his hands. The Chi-
cago Title & Trust Company filed a
breach-of-contract suit for $1,000.000 in
the Supreme Court Saturday, claiming
Fox responsible for the defaulting in
the payment for certain securities by
Fox Theaters Corporation.

The complainant charges Fox Theaters
Corporation contracted with Herbert
Lubin to buy from him certain securities
amounting to $§3,056,899, including a
controlling inserest in the Roxy Theater,
and that Fox guaranteed Lubin $1,000,-
000 apgainst any default by Fox Theaters
Corporation.

The securities were later assigned to
the Chicago Title & Trust Company. The
complainant charges the securities were
to have been purchased in installments
over a period of seven years and that
the installment due March 24 had been
defaulted.

Tax Hurts Coast Theaters

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 1.—Coast houses
are feeling the “hurt” of the govern-
ment’s 10 per cent admission tax in
plenty spots. Theater circuit heads are
in a quandary concerning what to Jdo
with weak houses now capped with the
tax. Contention is these houses have
been in the red for a long time. To
add the extra 10 per cent tax would
decrease palronage in a number of cases.
To allow “admish” to remain the same
means house must shoulder the extra
10 per cent to add to its losses.

Charles Skouras, executive vice-presi-
dent of Fox West Coast, states he does
not expect anr further house closings in
the L. A. territory, but that several now
dark neighboraood houses will reopen if
proper labor arrangements can be made.
Last Fox house to darken was the Em-
bassy Theater at Third and Western.

Criterion, L. A., and Egyptian, Holly-
wood, both Fox first-run houses, are
still dark, and local office feels that
opening of either of them at present
would be entively too risky. Also, it is
constdered, shculd these two houses open
at advanced prices, they would work
against the Chinese and Locw’s State,
thereby reducing grosses at both these
houses.

Dallas Capitol May Change

DALLAS, July 30.—REO may permit
the lease of the Capitol Theater in Dai-
las to pass into independent hands Oc-
tober 1. Ray Stinnette, who operated
the theater fcr a number of years, is
mentioned to return to the Capitol if
RKO releases 1it.

,Germany Gets String Pullers

PARIS, July 25.— The International
Marionette Urion will hold its third
international convention at Cologne in
1933. Puppet show owners and manipu-
lators from al! parts. of the globe will
bring along their favorite dolls,

Laddie Cliff’s Production

LONDON, July 19.—Laddie Cliff, well-
known comediin and producer, has a
new musical production in rehearsal, en-
titled Rhyme cnd Rhythm. In addition
to Cliff himself. the cast includes Phyllis
Monkman, Vera Bryer, Gilly Flower,
Nancy Fraser, Basil Howes and Arthur
Rigby.

BROADWAY RUNS

Performances to July 30, inclusive,

Dramatic Opened Perf.
Another Language........Apr. 25
Bridal Wise............c...0 May 30

v
That’s Gratituce (revival).June 14

Musical Comedy

Cat and the Fiddle, The..Oct.
Of Thee I Sing
Show Boat ...
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Music Men Form Combine

To Trim Operating Costs

Action is most revolutionary in industry’s history—esti-
mated more than $200,000 will be saved annually—uwill
mean cheaper sheet music—Robbins ignores project

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—The most constructive move in the popular music in-
dustry in 15 years and the most revolutionary in its history will go into effect as
soon as the machinery can be set in motion for the organization of a central
bureau for all bookkeeping and shipping of sheet music published by a group of

leading music houses.

While a sum estimated at more than $200,000 will be saved

annually in payrolls and rentals, the highlight is the fact that it may be the be-
ginning of the end of sheet music jobbers’ popular divisions if not the entire jobbing

industry. Name to be used by the cen-
tral organization is Music Dealers’ Service,
Inc. It will be operated by an executive
board and a committee and will be a non-
profit-making organization, with merely
enough added on to the wholesale price
of popular music to pay the overhead of
the bureau. It is expected that one-half
cent or possibly one cent over the pub-
lisher's price will be sufficient to pay all
such expenses.

About the same time that the bureau
gets under way some of the publishers
are expected to lower the price of popular

(See MUSIC MEN on page 57)

Picketing Halts in Cincy

CINCINNATI, Aug. 1.—Union pickets
who have been patrolling streets in front
of downtown and suburban, motion pic-
ture theaters have been withdrawn. The
pickets abandoned their posts early
last week while meetings for the reor-
ganization of MPMO Local 165 were 1n
progress. No official announcement has
been made of the withdrawal of the
pickets, which may be temporary. Clyde
Weston, New York representative of the
International Union, was in Cincinnati,
but declined to make an official state-
ment. Unofficial report is that the
abandonment of picketing is merely a
gesture of good will pending new nego-
tiations with the managers,

Report of Charter Revokal
At Cincinnati Is Premature

CINCINNATI, Aug. 1.—Report that the
charter of Local 165, MPOU, has been
revoked lacks confirmation here. At the
headquarters office of the union stage-
hands it was stated today that the mat-
ter was submitted to the national body
about a month ago.

President Elliott of the IATSE, who is
permanently located in New York, will
make an official announcement later, it
was said. The report of the revokal of
the union’s charter was published in the
newspapers here.

“Thru Sugar’s Domino” does not
appear in this issue and will also be
omitted from the issue of August 13.

The conductor of this column is
vacationing during this period. The
column will be resumed in the
August 20 issue.

WANTED
Advance Agent

One who knows his business.

Immediately.
5 Capable of advance and

A real showman.

publicity for 5-people mental act. Car
preferred but not essential. No money
advanced unless I know you. State all in
© first letter, with snapshot, giving age,

salary expected. Join on wire; no time to
lose. Holding engagements.

EL HAREN, Maryland Hotel, St. Louis, Mo.

+

AT LIBERTY—WALTER MARS
Piano Player. Read, fake, transpose, take voice,
arrange anything in music. Tabloid, Rep., Vodvil,
Radio, or what have you? Nothing too big or
small. Play alone or lead orchestra. Arrange
modern novelty ideas, compose and write entire

musical scores with lyrics, double stage, general

business, but not hot on wardrobe. Suit or no
notice. Have car, Can join immediately. Go
anywhere. Yes, I know conditions. Wire care

Berham Hotel, Suttons Bay, Mich.

MAJESTIC SHOWBOAT WANTS

ramatic People. Salary must be low. Write or
lv?dre T. J. REYNOLDS, Calhoun, August 4; Liver-
more, 5; South Carreliton, 5; Rockport, 7; Roches-
ter, 8; Cromwell, 9; Morgantown, 10; all towns

in Kentucky.

NGENUE Second  Business. Capable.
| 5 it 2 in. wt, 122; age, 243
hair, light auburn. Hard worker—all essentials.
Singing specialties. Please state all.

BLANCHE K. NYE, Gen. Del., Memphis, Tenn.

‘Camille’ Backer

Gets Even Break

DENVER, Aug. 1.—The Central City re-
vival of Camille, which drew thousands
of people from all over the country to
the little mining town last week, was, at
least, not a financial failure, tho the
backer, Delos Chappel, did not make any
money on the venture.

With Lillian Gish and Raymond
Hackett in the leading roles, the Central
City Opera House went back to the days
of its former glory for a week, the
premiere audience attending in the cos-
tumes of the days when every traveling
company west of the Mississippi made a
stop at the booming mining town,

When Chappel agreed to underwrite
the expenses he fully expected to run
up a good-sized deficit and would have
but for a combination of unexpected cir-
cumstances and good luck. The luck
was the weather, and the other factor
was the willingness of the cast to work
for salaries a fraction of their wusual
wages. Seventy memorial chairs in the
renovated and rehabilitated opera house
were sold at $100 each, and $450 was
made at a ball given opening night. Nine
performances were given, three of them
matinees, the last of which was for the
benefit of the unemployed of Denver.
Seats were more than 95 per cent sold
for the run.

Chappel is now considering taking the
production on the road and into New
York in the fall, altho nothing definite
has been dome as yet. New York will
have one Camille next winter anyhow
when Eva Le Gallienne reopens her Civic
Repertory Theater. The plan to bring
the play into Denver following the Cen-
tral City engagement fell thru because
many of the cast had made other ar-
rangements for the week.

League, Local No. 1 Fail
To Come to an Agreement

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—The fourth
meeting of a series which is expected to
continue until early September between
the League of New York Theaters and
Local No. 1 was held Friday at the of-
fices of the League. No definite decision
was reached concerning the League’s
proposal of a 33 1-3 per cent wage cut
for the stagehands, and another meet-
ing was scheduled to be held early this
week.

Members of Local No. 1 held a mass
meeting Wednesday midnight at Palm
Garden and unanimously passed a full
vote of confidence in the committee
headed by James J. Brennan, president
of the local, and authorized it to con-
tinue negotiations with the League until
a “semi-definite agreement’ has been
reached on the proposed wage cut.

Walker Lands Political Post

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Frank C. Walker,
counsel to the Comerford Circuit and
well known in the film industry, has
been appointed treasurer of the Demo-
cratic National Committee, succeeding
James W. Gerard, former ambassador to
Germany. Altho Walker is not very
prominent in politics, he has been very
active and helped organize the North-
western States for Roosevelt before the
convention.

CASA AND LEHN and Falls, Reading
and Boyce have gone to Europe, booked
thru Ed Meyers.

rld Radio Histo

Chicago Chat

By F. LANGDON MORGAN

It is embarrassing when out-of-town
friends drop into Chicago and call up
to inquire what is the best show in
town to be compelled to inform them
there is no show—meaning nothing in
the legit line. No drama, no musical
comedy, not even a passable burlesque
show. Such a condition is without
precedent in the memory of the “oldest
inhabitant.” And no producer appears
to have the courage to bring in a show
to relieve the famine and give stage-
lovers at least a morsel to keep their
interest alive. Oh, for a Green Pastures
or a Barretts of Wimpole Street!

An actor just returned from Broadway

‘reports that New York managers are

going to demand a big wage cut of the
stagehands, the alternative being no
shows for the new season. We doubt it.
Few managers have the courage of their
convictions when it comes to dealing
with the unions, and the union officers
know it! Doubtless the matter will end
in a compromise no matter what de-
mands are made by either side. Chicago
stagehands and musicians soon will be
conferring with local managers over new
scales. While admittedly strong, these
unions are expected to ‘“go easy” this
fall, as their officers recognize the pre-
carious situation produced by present
(See CHICAGO CHAT on page 19)

Balto Houses May Reopen

BALTIMORE, July 30.—The announce-
ment that the receivers of the James L.
Kernan Company would sell the furnish-
ings of the Auditorium and Maryland
theaters here Tuesday, July 26, brought
considerable speculation in theatrical
circles. Altho the buildings had pre-
viously been sold at auction, there was
reason to believe that the houses would
continue operation. On the day set for
the sale of the furnishings an agreement
was reached between the receivers and
the mortgagee of the theater properties,
and the sale of the equipment was can-
celed with the approval of the judge
of the Circuit Court of Baltimore.

Daniel C. Joseph, one of the receivers,
said that the Penn Mutual Life Insur-
ance Company, holder of the mortgage,
had agreed to pay for all of the furnish-
ings of the buildings and waive any
claim that it may have as creditor. This
deal includes the Kernan Hotel, and
there is reason to believe that all three
buildings will again be in operation
when the fall season opens.

Seek “Family”
Dept. for RKO

Fally Markus and partner
await Beck’s answer—for-
mer set to open office

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Fally Markus,
once the leading independent vaudeville
booker, and another prominent person on
the business side of the profession have
been closeted with Martin Beck on and
off for a week in regards to establishing
a *“family” department in RKO as a
separate corporation. Beck is to let them
know one way or the other today.

It is understood that Markus and his
partner in the scheme ask for 51 per cent
of the corporation so as retain control.

(See SEEK “FAMILY on page 57)

CHEWING l 8 C
GUM Box
Spearmint, Peppermint and Fruit Gum,
5 full-size Sticks to the Pack, at 18¢c per
Box of 20 Packs. Flashy packages. Double
your money. Deposit required with order.

HELMET GUM SHOPS, Cincinnati, O.

sNEW YEAR - NEW IDEA
I PATENT YOUR IDEAS

FREE-Inventors Recording Blank

Confidential Advice. Send Sketch

Per

POLACHEK gt forr )
1234 Broadway, NEW YORK

WANTED AT ONCE

Hot Sax, double Clarinet; Trombene and Banjo.
All must double Parts. Salary mus: be low, and if
you can't take the breaks don’t answer. Other

Musictans write. J. DOUG MORGAN SHOW,

Ames, Ia.

WANTED Med. People, playing String pre.
ferred; Blackface Sketch Teams,

uscful People.
Johnson, Neb.

State all and lowest. E. J

WANTED Rep. People all lines.
young. Do Specialties.
wires, Join quick. ORPHEUM
mond, Mo. Billy Seldon wire.

WANTED Eg}\lDS'.rENT REP — MAN FOR

- Must have ward-
robe and quick sure study. Join opn wire. State
lowest and make it low. Pay your pwn wires. Ad.
dress BERT ESTEES, care Cumberland Hotel, Mid-
dlesboro, Ky.

Must be
Prepay
PLAYERS, Dla-

WANTED ;\;Igd. Team. Must have own mu-

Change two weeks. Write.
State lowest salary and age. JACESON WONDER
SHOW, Anna, Il

To EDDIE LEWIS

Get in touch with me at once. MOE.

CANNOT BE EXCELLED AS A DRAWING CARD.
PRINCESS

XN K

A A |

PSYCHIC WONDER

Y

Peorsonal Direction DOC M. IRVING.
All This Week, Young’s Pier, Atlantic City, N. J.

D000 0000060004

SOLID BOOKING TO DECEMBER 31.

Br. Fredevick Varr, Mentatist,

PRESENTS

‘““A NIGHT IN

This Week, Peele Square Theatre, Somerville, Mass.
Permanent Address, BOX 61, Station G, New York City.
NEW OUTSIDE DEMONSTRATIONS.

G000 000000000000

SPIRITLAND”’

Wake them up

money.
off our prices.
for {all.

TANGLEY CO.,

— —_savim

ROTTEN BUSINESS

SHOW IN TOWN
CITIZENS DIDN’T KNOW IT.

you get in town.
We need money also and have cut $100.00

with a Tangley Air Calliope when
Make a BIG NOISE and get the

Immediate delivery—prepare now

Muscatine, lowa

THEATRE TICKETS - HOTEL & RESTAURANT CHECKS - COUPON EOOKS

'I'ICKET PRINTER

DALY TICKET CO.

- COLLINSVILLE, ILL.
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Intact Route Passes Out as

RKO Loses Five Coast Weeks

Dropping due to union demands—price cut under tax
limit, with vaude out, may reduce losses—Bloom to
spot-book old intact houses—Frisco gets stage bands

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—TFor the first time in the history of the circuit, RKO's
Coast vaude time is scheduled to drop out en masse for a loss of five weeks from
the books here. Seattle, Portlard, Oakland and San Francisco go off Phil Bloom’s
book August 11, while Los Angeles will drop stage shows August 12. “Flesh,” how-
ever, will remain in Frisco, Horace Heidt’s Band going into the Golden Gate Friday
(August 5), for an indefinite run. Following Heidt's first week, which will be
Bloom’s last show in the house, acts will be booked on the Coast to augment the

Heidt outfit in a stage-band policy.

The dropping of vaude on the Coast
is mainly due to the refusal of the stage-
hands’, musicians’ and motion picture
operators’ unions to slash thelr salaries.
The craftsmen have been costing the five
houses $1,900 each weekly, $1,500 going
to the stage and pit crews and $400 to
the four men in the booths. "

RKO's demand for the unions to make
concessions came after grosses had
dropped considerably In each city due to
the high admissions being aggravated
further by the Federal tax. With vaude-
ville out, the circuit can cut the ad-
mission price scale sufficiently to fall be-
low the tax requirements and draw more
people to the theaters. According to
Herschel Stuart, director of field opera-
tions, the houses will at least show re-
duced losses, If not profits. It is estimated
that the five Coast houses combined have
shown a loss of approximately $90,000 in

~ the last five weeks.

With Seattle. Portland, Oakland, San
Francisco and Los Angeles off the New
York books, it means the end of the RKO
intact route. For the first few weeks,
acts will have a six-week layoff after
Minneapolis. and before reaching Denver
and the subsequent Omaha, Kansas City
and New Orleans dates. These five towns,
along with the State-Lake and Palace.
Chicago: Palace and 105th Street, Cleve-
land, and Rochester, will be spot-booked
by Bloom hereafter. This will give him
a total of 10 weeks. A year ago the intact
route totaled 30 weeks,

Total RKO time booked from this city
will be 20!, weeks when the Coast time
fades out.

“Aw, Schucks!”

CHICAGO, July 30.—It was stateq in
the review of the Roy and Romero Revue
at the Palace here last week: “Then a
routine by the two boys and Sunny
Schuck, a clever dancer.” The clever
dancer referred to was Ann Knell, and
the reviewer is duly contrite.

Mary Lee Scores Big Hit

LONDON, July 19.—Mary Lee, 19-year-
old dancer from Oklahoma City and for-
mer featured attraction at the Silver
Slipper, New York. is making a big hit
in London. As the result of her splendid
dance and contortionistic act she has
been retained for a further week at the
London Pavilion. Shortly she intends to
make a world tour.

Rose-Morris Partnership

NEW YORK, July 30.--Altho both are
“A” RKO agents, Maurice Rose and Hugo
Morris have formed a partnership. Rose
is chairman of the Agents’ Association,
and Morris is a member of the board
of governors. The “A" rating would
have permitted each to retain their in-
dividual franchises, but they merged
anyhow.

Snoozer, Walters Routes

NEW YORK, July 30.—Snoozer Jr. has
been routed by RKO, opening today at
the Palace, Cleveland, while Walter
Walters starts on a tour of the circuit’s
houses August 20 in Rochester. Both

acts were agented by Maurice Rose and
Hugo Morris,

L’Envoi

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—The male
half of a team, which had been lay-
ing off for eight months, lay on the
bed smoking a cigaret when his
partner and wife asked: “Jim, dear,
don’t you think you should see the
agents today?”

He answered: “Whatsa matter,
honey, are you stage-struck?”

Beck Denies Rumor
Godfrey on Skids

NEW YORK, July 30—In reply to a
request for a statement on the spreading
rumors that George Godfrey was to be
let out as RKO’s head booker, Martin
Beck stated, “Out? No! I just gave him
a raise.” The managing director of
RKO's vaude branch dented knowing any
specific reason for the rumors except
their being part of the efforts of certain
agents to undermine Godfrey.

On Thursday, when word reached him
that John Hickey, an assoclate in the
Curtis & Allen agency, had told an act
to bide its time because Godfrey and
Beck would soon he out, Beck ordered
Maurice Rose, chairman of the agents’
association, to throw Hickey off the floor.
Hickey would have been out anyhow,
when the doubling-up of the agents
went into effect, as he is one of the asso-
clates losing the booking-floor privileges.

Missouri, St. L., to Vaude

ST. LOUIS, July 30. — The Missour!
Theater, which has been a straight pic-
ture house for the last two years, will
experiment with vaudeville and stage re-
vues. The stage show last week was
Rhapsody in Black, which drew splendid
box-office grosses, proving that Missouri-
ans like a change of diet from a straight
film fare. It is probable that other stage
shows will be booked from time to time,
and maybe it will be a permanent policy
with the house in the near future.

THELMA WHITE,

dancing comedienne, who is teamed

singing and

with Bobby Agnew, film player.
in vaudeville, They have beer play-
ing in the East for Loew and RKO.

Raynor in Boston;

Replaces McDonald

NEW YORK, July 30.—Harry McDon-
ald. RKO’s New England divisional man-
ager, with headquarters in Bosfon, was
given the alternative this week of be-
coming city manager in Chicago, or man-
ager of the St. Louis, St. Louis. Bill
Raynor, formerly manager of Fox's, De-
troit, is to succeed McDonald next week
in New England. Livingston Lanning.
formerly with Warner, succeeded Raynor
in Detroit.

If going to Chi, McDonald will work
under Ascher Levey and supervise the
operation of the Palace and State-Lake
theaters. It is emphatically demed that
Nate Blumberg, divisional manager for
RKO in the East, is scheduled to suc-
ceed Levey in the Midwest.

Whitman to Madisons
Bill Mick Let Out

NEW YORK, July 30.—Herman Whit-
man has foregone his trip to Europe to
manage RKO's Madison, Brooklrn. He
was succeeded last week at the Palace
by Harry Marx.

Bill Mick, former manager of the
Macdison, is out.

More Vaude in Kansas

KANSAS CITY, Mo, Aug. 1. — The
Skourases are increasing the number of
Fox West Coast houses using one-day
vaude in this territory. Flesh Is used
without increase in admission scales.

Minevitch Chin Nude as Donovan
Votes Against Publicized Beaver

NEW YORK, July 30. — An inch of
lather and a few expert strokes of a
razor finally put an end to Borah Mine-
vitch’s beard before the fourth show
yesterday at Loew’s, Jersey City. The
crop of chin spinach., which made the
harmonica band leader reminiscent of
Ben Welch, disappeared as completely
as the Corsican pirates who captured
him in the Mediterranean Sea. The
beard, however, was legitimate, while the
pirates are still a question.

Minevitch, tho, came close to ke~ping
the hairy chin and crashing the dailies
again when J. H. Lubin, general booking
manager for Loew, sald after the first
show yesterday that the growth looked
okeh. Major J. O. Donovan, of the Joint
Complaint Bureau, who had heen chosen
as sole arbiter on whether the beard
belonged in Minevitch’s act., however,
ruled against the spinach. Later Marvin

Schenck, Loew vaude-booking head, said
Donovan’s decision must stand.

The Jersey City date for Mineviten
marks the first time in the history .if
show business that a beard was given
a showing spot. The harmonica player
withdrew his sult against Loew for can-
celing four weeks of bookings last week
and agreed to abide by Major Donovan's
ruling. He heard it just before going
on for the second performance, deliber-
ated past the third and finally visited a
barber before the fourth show. The
tonsorial artist hollered *“Beaver” and
went to work with relish, while part
of Minevitch's hand played Taps.

Minevitch will go back into the Para-
dise next week, where he was canceled
a week ago for refusing to shave, and
then probably into the State here and
the Metropolitan in Brooklyn.

 VAUDEVILELE

Conducted by EUGENE BURR==Communications to 251 West 42d Street, New York City. —JOE SCHOENFELD, Associate.

To Auction
Aets’ Goods

Transfer companies set
September 1 as date for
sale of scenery, baggage

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.-—Two of the three
local mempers of the Theatrical Transfer
Owners Association are planning to auc-
tion off for storage charges Scenery and
baggage of around 200 acts within the
next month. Jack Roach Transfer Com-
pany will hold the auction September 1
and Gene Walton Transfer Company Au.
gust 15.

In compliance with the law, hoth
transfer outfits will mail registered let-
ters to the last known address of the
owner of cach set of baggage, asking him
or her to eithar pay up the storage bill,
or else. After sufficient time has elapsed
for an answer, a licensed auctioncer will
put the baggzge on the block. Where
the dough brcught in by the auctioneer
does not cover’ the storage bill, the act is
still liable for the balance.

Both Roach and Walton complain that
due to conditions in vaudeville their
storage houses have hecome packed. Acts
abandon thei- baggage in increasing
numbers, not neing able to raise enough
dough to pay off storage bills and pre-
ferring to lay off rather than take out
the baggage for small-money dates.
Roach has bagzage in his warehouse left
by acts 12 years ago, altho the bulk, of
course, has been left recently. The yearly
storage rates cf union companies are $9
for trunks and $12 for crates. The stuff
intended for auction by Walton and
Roach goes into five figures in value.

More Hudson River Cruises

NEW YORK. Aug. 1.—The showboat
cruise idea is growing here. The Hudson
River Night Line is iInstalling sound
equipment for the showing of movies on
the Albany nizht boat, in addition tc
building a regular stage on another of
its boats to house a Bobby Sanford
Showboat cruise. One of the Albany
night boats. the Berkshire, is already
showing free pictures and six acts of
vaude, with Wilbur Sweatman’'s band
supplying the music. Arthur Van Dien,
who runs the Van Dien Travel Service,
is also trying oul the showboat idea.
He is sending out a five-hour cruise up
the Hudson this Wednesday, with Jack
Shea’s Orchestra and a floor show pro-
viding the entertainment.

Plans Circnit Using
Foreign Acts Only

NEW YORK, Aug. 1. — Louis Weiss,
connected with Jewish theatricals for
years, iIs planring a vaudeville circuit
using foreign acts only. He is trying
to line up aronnd two-dozen houses in
the key cities in the East, claiming he
is backed by a syndicate of silk mer-
chants,

He will try t> bring over foreign acts
and play them for the first time here.
Most of the featured acts will come from
Russla, Italy and England.

Vaude Inte Fay’s in Sept.

PROVIDENCE, Aug. 1.—Fay's will re-
sume vaude the first week in September.
Will go back to its old policy of five acts
on a full-week basis, with Abe Feinberg
booking the houise from New York. The
latter is looking for a “name” for the
opening show.

Poughkeepsie’s Stage Band

NEW YORK, Aug. 1. — A stage-band
policy will go into the State, Pough-
keepsie, N. Y., oooked by Abe Feinberg,
starting this Wednesday. It will be a
four-day stand. The State is a Publix
house.
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Flesh Boom

Due in Paris

Plenty of work in offing
but salary prospects not
considered too hot

PARIS, July 25.—As the new season
approaches it appears more and more
certain that Paris is to withess a boom
in “flesh” shows. Several picture houses
are slated to switch to vaudeville or
revues, and at least one new music hall
is to be built. Lack of sufficient feature
films is In part responsible for the
“desh” comeback.

PFirst of the vaudeville houses slated
to open is the Pavillon (ex-Plaza), which
opens July 29 with four shows daily.
September 2 the Empire Music Hall re-
opens with a program of from 10 to 14
acts, changed every two weeks. The
Alhambra is due to inaugurate its new
policy of high-class vaudeville October 7
with a bill of 14 acts. changed every
two weeks. The Bobino Music Hall will
continue its policy of 10-act programs
of lesser acts, with a few big-timers now
and again.

The Pathe-Natan picture circuit, be-
sides its three vaudeville houses—Em-
pre, Pavillon and Bobino—is considering
using the Moulin Rouge as a revue
house, and Dufrenne & Varna, former
owners of the Empire, are planning a
rew music hall in a central location.
The Capucines is also switching back to
revues, as are several ncighborhood pic-
ture houses.

The Cirque Medrano reopens at the
end of August. and the Cirque d’Hiver
reopens September 2. Both of these cir-
cuses use international vaudeville acts
as well as circus numbers. Looks like
plenty of work for acts, but with the
leading “flesh” houses controlled by a
small group noted for their economical
tendencies 1t is more likely that salaries
offered will not be high ones.

Coast Co-Op Vaude Revue

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 1.—Henry Duffy’s
ace legitimate house, the El Capitan in
Hollywood. will soon blossom forth with
an all-star vaudeville revue of the first
constellation. Ben Bard, who has just
completed a Fanchon & Marco tour, is
supervising production, and the show
will open about August 15. Is going in
on a co-operative basis, with first $3,000
to theater, next $3,000 to players, and
§0-50 split thereafter.

Names lined up for the first try are,
besides Bard, Leon Errol, Chic Sales,
Ruth Roland (Bard’s wife), Walter Cat-
lett, Rosita Moreno and California Col-
legians.

House will be operated with two shows
daily, all seats reserved, at $1.00 top
matinees, and $1.50 at night.

Vaudeville at Fort Wayne

FORT WAYNE, Ind., July 30.—July 19
and 20 a two-day vaudeville program
was presented at the Riley Theater here.
The Durhams, two girls and a boy, ren-
dered scveral dancing and singing num-
bers, and were well received.

At present no vaudeville can be seen
m Fort Wayne or vicinitv. The only
tlesh show here is the Earl Ross Dramatic
Stock Company, in for the entire sum-
mer. Large crowds attend their presen-
tatjons.

Jesse Jacobson Club Manager

LONDON, July 19. — Jesse Jacobson,
formerly of Hedges Brothers and Jacob-
son, the American plano-singing team
which introduced ragtime to London in
1910, is now managing the Water Rats
Club. the best known rendezvous and
neadquarters of vaudeville performers
this side. Arrangements have been made
to extend hospitality to all visiting
American performers.

Loew Managers Warned

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Loew managers
are being notified by the publicity de-
partment to adhere to Will Havs' recent
pdict against sexy and dirty advertising
copy. The managers are reminded to dig
up their copy of the Hays code and read
it again.

Kirk’s Radio Dog

NEW VYORK, Aug. 1.—Frank
p George Kirk, who discovered and
developed such acts as Hadji Ali
and King Brawn, has a new freak
| attraction that he is preparing for
vaudeville. This time it’s a Great
Dane, called Frederic the Great. It's
his own dog, and Kirk accidentally
discovered recently that it could
take the place of an aerial in a radio
set. A radio can play when its aerial
wire is clipped to the dog’s tail. Kirk
landed stories in the loca! dailies
and the dog was also shot by the
newsreel last week.

F loating Name Bands
For Palace, Chicago

CHICAGO, Aug. 1.—It is likely that
Ascher Levey’s scheme of floating or-
chestras in the Palace, booked thru the
Music Corporation of America, will go
into effect shortly. About seven “name”
bands will be used in the alternating
plan to work in the pit and on the stage.
The Ted Weems and Gus Arnheim aggre-
gations will probably be the first to go
in.

The bands will work in conjunction
with the vaude shows booked from New
York, replacing the regular house orches-
tra, in a policy similar to that now in
effect at the Capitol, N. Y., where Abe
Lyman’s ork has been appearing for four

weeks. Lyman doubles between the pit
and stage.
Levey, RKO’s divisiohal manager in

the Midwest, is of the opinion that a
“name” orchestra will at least draw the
difference in cost between it and the pit
band it replaces.

More Big Capitol Shows;
Back to Friday Openings

NEW YORK, Aug. 1. — The Capitol
switches back to Friday openings August
12. Next week’s show will have a Thurs-
day start. altho Warren William and
Bette Davis, on the current bill, will hold
over one day as an added attraction.
william’s new picture, Skyscraper Souls,
is the Capitol's feature next week.

Heading next week’s bill will be Mor-
ton Downey, with Milton Berle, Veloz
and Yolanda and Abe Lyman's Orchestra
also on the layout. It will be Lyman’s
fourth and last week at the theater.
Buddy Rogers has been booked for week
of August 19, and the Cotton Club Har-
lem Revue for week of September 13.

It is possible that the MGM studio
will send a few more ‘“names” east for
Capitol dates, Robert Montgomery and
Lionel Barrymore being slated next.
Heavy dough stage shows at the Capitol
will continue until the picture product
improves.

Arthur Deal Reported Set

NEW YORK, July 30.—Harry Arthur
and Publix are understood to have fi-
nally closed the long-pending deal by
which Arthur takes over the manage-
ment of five Public theaters in New
England. The houses are the Paramounts
in New Haven, Hartford and Springfield;
the Broadway, Springfield, and Capito?l,
Worcester.

Velez East for Vaude

HOLLYWOOD, Aug. 1. — Lupe Velez,
not having picked up a satisfactory film
contract here, is returning to New York
later this week. She will play three
weeks for Publix. Al Jolson will also
return east for a few vaude dates after
he finishes his new picture, The New
Yorker.

Richmond Prices Docked

RICHMOND, Va., July 30.—Wilmer &
Vincent is the first circuit in this ter-
ritory to reduce prices below tax level.
The Colonial will have a 35-cent top
henceforth.

The National. former vaudeville hous2,
has closed until September 15. The
Lyric, which plays stock, will remain
closed until September 1.

Mickey McGuire in Vaude

NEW YORK, July 30.—Mickey (Him-
self) McGuire, movie kid of the Pathe
lot. has been booked by RKO as a vaude
single. He will open in Albany August 2.

VYaude Back to Texas Houses

As Unions Take Salary Cuts

RKO ready to resume flesh in San Antonio, Houston and
Fort Worth late next month, after concessions from
labor—Dallas only Interstate holdout

NEW YORK, July 30.—Vaude will certainly go back into the RKO houses in
San Antonio, Houston and Fort Worth, Tex., late next month, with this assurance
coming after the stagehands’ and musicians’ locals in San Antonio had agreed to
liberal concessions asked by Herschel Stuart, director of field operations, on his
tour thru the Midwest and South last week. Stuart returned on Wednesday ex-
tremely optimistic as to the future, and with the report that business in theaters
has improved to a great extent, especially in the RKO houses which are displaying

Huh?

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—The billing
sheet RKO sent out on Joe Downey
and the Lee Sisters had the cast
classified as two males and one
female.

Ten More Acts Booked
For Europe by Morris

NEW YORK, July 30.—Dick Henry, of
the William Morris Office, is sending over
another flock of acts for European book-
ings. Senator Murphy, Enos Frazere and
Sully and Houghton sailed last week,
Frazere opening at the Scala, Berlin, and
the other two at the London Palladium.
Jack McLallen, Dixon and Pal, and Wil-
son, Kepple and Betty sailed aboard the
Ile de France today. McLallen opens at
the Palladium for an eight-week tour.
Dixon and Pal have seven weeks booked.

Joe Termini sails next Friday to open
at the Palladium. Geraldine and Joe
sail aboard the Lafayette next Saturday
to open at the Scala, Berlin. Dick and
Edith Barstow sail August 12 aboard the
Bremen. They double between the Pal-
ladium and the London Savoy Club for
their opening date. The Diamond Boys
will leave September 2, opening at the
Palladium September 12. They will be
on the Crazy Month bill, a fcature tried
in June with big success.

Lester Allen's European dates have
been postponed, Allen going into a Shu-
bert show soon.

Healy Opens for RKO

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Ted Healy is re-
turning to RKO next week with a new
nine-people act. opening at Keith’s, Bos-
ton. Howard, Fine and Howard, his for-
mer stooges, are back with him. Steven
Brothers and Bear are also in the act.
Healy will emsece the bill, in addition.

Healy is also booked by Loew for the
State August 20. He will work in a
band act in addition to his regular turn.

Musical Stars for Vaude

LONDON, July 19.—Robert Naylor, fa-
mous English musical comedy tenor, and
Annie Croft. ‘'musical comedy sporano
(and the only musical actress-manager),
will team wup to make a headlining
vaudeviile act. Turn is at present sched-
uled to make its debut at the London
Palladium in August. Naylor has al-
ready proved highly successful in vaude-
ville with an act in which he had Edith
Day, American-born prima donna, as his
partner.

Sherman for European Talkies

PARIS, July 25.—Hal Sherman, the
American comedian. has been signed up
by the Compagnie dqu Cinema to appear
in a series of sound films which will be
produced in French, English and two
other languages.

Dallas Tax to Public

DALLAS July 30.—The Majestic, RKO,
and the Palace, Publix, have added five
cents to their 50-cent admission to take
care of the tax, thereby passing the tax
to the public.

Lucille Page in Berlin

PARIS, July 25. — Lucille Page, the
American dancer who recently appeared
here a:v the Paramount, opens at the
Scala in Berlin August 1 for a one-month
run.

some kind of stage attraction.

Dallas may be the only Interstate town
not to play vaude next season, according
to Stuart, due to the unions there re-
fusing to grant concessions. The locals
in Houston and Fort Worth said that
they will meet, if not better, the scales
adoped in San Antonio, which are set at
$300 for the stage crew, including over-
time; $220 for the booth, and $500 for
the pit orchestra. This means a cut of
approximately 25 per cent from what the
craftsmen recelved the last time San
Antonio played stage shows.

Stuart visited besides the Texas towns,
Dayton, Columbus, Cincinnati and New
Orleans and found box-office improve-
ment in each. At the Palace, Cclumbus,
where stage shows have not appeared
for more than a year, there were capacity
audjences as a result of a bathing heauty
revue staged by the theater. In New Or.
leans there also was capacify business
with Nick Lucas the stage attraction.

Business in Cincinnati was excellent,
he said, but Dayton took the prize. The
Opportunity Revue there, made up of
local talent, did so well it has been held
over for a second (current) week.

Sisk Denies Palace Change

NEW YORK, July 30.—Robert F. Sisk,
publicity and advertising chief of RKO,
denied this week that Charlie Washburn
would be replaced by Ifal Olver as Pal-
ace, New York, p. a., as was reported last
week. Washburn, according to Sisk, is
in to stay, with everybody satisfied with
his work of bringing the showshop be-
fore the public.

Paris House Goes Grind

PARIS, July 25.— The Pathe-Natan
firm, which has taken over the Plaza,
will reopen this centrally located house
with continuous vaudeville running from
2 o'clock until midnight. This is the
first taste of grind for Paris. The new
Pathe-Natan house will be rechristened
gl;e Pavilion and is slateq to open July

Torrington Okeh Sundays

TORRINGTON, Conn., Aug. 1. — The
city council has granted permission to
the Warner Theater to exhibit vaudeville
and other stage attractions on Sunday.
Strand, Waterbury, is only other house
in State with Sunday vaudeville. Ac-
cording to John J. Scanlon, manager of
the local house, vaudeville is not ex-
pected to start until fall.

Paris Vaude Notes

Howard Nichols, the American §» _.cr;
Ascent and Jenesco, the dancei., the
Kemmys and the Three Bonos are at
the Alhambra.

Ward and Mitrenga, American come-
dians, are at the Moulin Romnge.

The 24 Mangan Tillerettes are at the
Paramount and the Paul Oscard Girls at
the Gaumont Palace.

New Orleans Maps Wage Cut

NEW ORLEANS, July 30.—Local thea-
ters are mapping a new cantract with
the stage employees’ union, calling for
reductions in wage scale ané number of
men employed backstage. The present
contract expires August 16.

AMIE ROSS, well-known Chicago
pitchman, who speaks in nine tongues,
has an edge on other Windy City pitch-
men. Ross speaks to the public in the
Hebraic tongue at Maxwell street and
switches to Spanish, Portuguese, Russian,
etc.,, at other locations. Tuis baby is
getting the dough.
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Sanders in Trouble;

RKO Charge Cleared

NEW YORK, July 30.—Paly Sanders
got into a mess of trouble when his cir-
cus at Ridgewood Grove, Brooklyn, folded
a week ago Wednesday. The District
Attorney’s Office has turhed over to the
Labor Department complaints of non-
payment of salaries. The circus was
originally slated for a two-week run, but
lasted only 10 days. Sanders could not
pay off full salaries the first week, the
show going co-op after that.

Sanders was also charged with illegal
use of the name RKO in connection with
the show, but the D. A’s Office has
cleared him of that point. The RKO
Madison Theater had complained to the
booking office that the Ridgewood Grove
outfit was using the name RKO and that
it was direct opposition. George Godfrey
and then Ray Hodgdon attempted to
clear up the matter, Martin Beck later
lodging formal complaint with the D. A.’s
Office.

When queried by Detective Harrigan,
of the D. A’s Office, Sanders explained
that the show was originally booked
when he was working for the RKO Club
Department and that dummy programs
for advertising solicitation were then cir-
culated. When the club department
folded, Sanders says he immediately
withdrew the RKO programs and pro-
moted the whole show under his own
name.

Personal Appearances
Go Big in Philadelphia

PHILADELPHIA, July 30.—The potency
of the personal appearance pull in PHila-
delphia was amply demonstrated at the
Earle with its last program, which
grossed one-third more than the average
business of the past year.

With George Brent and Loretta Young
as the headliners, the house took in $25,-
000, a decidedly heavy gross when com-
pared to the $15,000 it has been running
for the past few weeks.

Tho other personal appearances have
occurred in town in the last several
months, this particular act caused more
furor than any of its predecessors. The

* success is accounted for by the fact that
the two stars were presented in a fairly
good dramatic skit instead of the con-
ventional slapped together vehicles for
such stunts, and also from the fact that
both are movie favorites here, Brent in
particular. The Ruth Chatterton-Brent
romantic angle also accounted Ior some
of the draw.

The Earle will continue the policy of
star presentations for several weeks. Jack
Mulhall is the headliner this week, while
next week the appearance of Warren Wil-
liam and Bette Davis is expected to equal
the success of the Brent-Young engage-
merrt.

K. C. Has More Stage Shows

KANSAS CITY, Mo, July 30.—Five
houses in this city are now playing
vaudeville in addition to the RKO Main
Street Theater. The five additions tg
this field opened last Saturday with
stage shows. These houses are located
in the suburban districts andg are using
local acts. They include the Warwick,
Chief, Plaza, Ashland, Isis and Madrid
theaters. If the new policy proves suc-
cessful stage shows will become their
established policies, according to thé
managers.

Dancer Thrown From, Auto

ROCHESTER, N. Y., July 30.—Missing
a train proved more disastrous than a late
engagement this week for Ruth Robbins,
dancer, known as Nicky Thompson, when
she was tossed from an automobile by a
stranger from whom she accepted a ride
from Hornell, N. Y., to Andover, N, Y.
Miss Robbins was found on the roadside
by a passing motorist. She has been ap-
pearing at Mansfield and Covington (Pa.)
theaters.

Holdups Traced to Ushers

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 1.—The recent
holdups at the RKO house here and in
San Francisco, which netted the robbers
$4,400, have been traced to two ushers
who formerly worked in the theaters.
The ushers, however, cannot be found.
Meanwhile, the Insurance company has
settled with the circuit on the thefted
amounts.

* o

DOROTHY’S

¢ o
CORNER

Balaban’ and Katz
Depression Tom and
(sometimes)

. . Divided we fall 5 .o
fore Mae West, of the well-padded Wests, learned that *‘Sex” was a three-
letter word meaning stardom, she sang for her supper in vaudeville.

) ULMANHATTAN MEMOIRS:

Ham and Eggs Hoover and
Jerry United we stand o d
(occasionally) Be.

With

her was a curly-haired, hendsome lad, who drove the front-row fans frantic.

He was, and is, Haxry Richman.

And that is just what Vanessi aﬁd Williams did.

“Go west, young women, go weét "
Together they

conquered Broadway until they decided no one stage could hold both of them.

So what?
tempexamental and disliked.
liowever, forged ahead and is still singing songs as songs
were meant to be sung in little old New York. . .
When Milt Britton and Benny Meroff worked together they
did not fare so nobly.
Now everybody knows Britton’s merry musical maniacs
and, altho accents will happen, the Russian Meroff lad
has been acclaimed a fine dancer and even does a bit of
ceremcny mastering when he feels in the mood.
Vaudeville nurtured the combined talents of two Boston
bhoys, Haley and Crafts.
separate paths, one went up and the other went down.

Jack Haley still draws a telephone number salary
\\ hile Charlie Crafts is a sad Victim of Vitaphone.

Bernie and Baker were once billed that way but never
scaled the heights until they became known individually.

o Now Ph!l is frequently self-dubbed “pest of honor”
at Ben's theatrical nights in this-or-that swanky dine-
and-dance dispensary.

Dorothy Gulman

So the talented Vanessi became
Frances Williams,

Came the splitup.

When they went their

Cantor and Jessel did the

unusual by teaming up after both were well known from here to there and back

again.

However, that partnership hurriedly dissolved when a caustic critic

hurt Geoxgle s pride by calling him “the highest paid stooge in the world.”
One team in which the partners are indispensable to each other is the jolly act of

Durante and his Schnozzola.
of death took Schenck from Gus Van.

quite as important as a divorce between husband and wife. )
one team that never can be replaced: Ziegfeld and the Musical Revue.

The saddest break of all was when the hand

These professional divorces are
There is but

Circling the States

BETTER TIMES: Johnny Boylan,
former Chicago Times promoter, is now
space grabbing for Lillian Roth, the sloe.
eyed cinema temptress.

PUN MY SOUL: Sailor Ruth Roland
has been learning yacht it’s all about ac.
cording to several postcards at hand,

PAWDON: When I saild Joe Besser was
going into Ballyhoo, what I meant was
that he was going into the new Green-
wich Village Follies. It seems Mr, Shubert
has the rotund comedian under personal
contract, so it looks like lights for the
Besser name.

SOME TALK: And now the kibbitzers
want you to know that Rockefeller’s new
theme song is labeled Am I Wasting My
Dime?

I'LL SAY: It was Hazel Flynn, of the
incomparable Flynns, who cracked that
what Georgie Jessel was really doing was
sponsoring a Back to Norma-cy move-
ment. Or something.

BAD BUSINESS: Clay Bryson left the
Blackhawk Restaurant in Chicago, only
giving the management a day’s notice,
when Herman Bernie wired, offering him
a Saratoga Springs engagement.

AZDA MEDLEY

Handholders along the Main Stem are operating in the open since
the Messrs. Sobol and Skolsky departed on their respective vacations.
Bert Lahr, who thirks Joyce Kilmer is a soubret, would like to

shake the hand of the guy who wrote those beautiful lyrics for Trees.

When Peaches Browning entered the Biltmore Cascades one evening, Paul

Whiteman greeted her with a jovial “Sc you've been reducing, too.” .

In-

cidentally, Peaches is really ripe now, so RKO picked her for star materiaf, and

she’ll be touring that circuit before you can say “Daddy Browning.”

Lopez

Speaking will be done from Saratoga Springs thruout the racing season.
Pearl Osgood, of the hip-swaying Osgoods, goes in for green, toeless scandals
Dorothy Dell and Alexander Gray are making a short, Money Talks, for

Wa1 ner Brothers. After

four record-breaking weeks at. the Manha.ttan

Paramount. Harry Richman had to beg off when Publix asked him to do a fifth.
Mayor Cermak, Charlie Weber and other Chi-gaga notables paused here

a few hours en route to Europe.

Add swell tunes by swell people: The Day
You Said “I Do,” from the musical pen of Jack Golden. .

Joe Lewis is

carrying on in a personal appearance turn at Proctor’s 86th Street Theater. .
Since his recent illness, Mother New York literally has a White-Haired Lad in

Walter Winchell.

say Helen Lambert.

. . . Billy La Hiff’s table-cloth drawing of Lupe Velez, by
Lupe Velez, is autographed “From little black me.” o

Speak easy!

And now when you

Henderson Says Garden
Pier Did Not Pay Off

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Fletcher Hender-
son, now playing Loew's State with his
band, says he has filed formal notice
with the musicians’ union that the
Garden Pier Theater, Atlantic City, did
not pay his act off for two weeks’ work.
He played there weeks of July 4 and 11
and says he was booked thru Ez Keough.

Henderson says the Garden Pier is
being run by Vincent Martino, W. Hy-
man and Anthony Lamanna.

‘Opportunity Revue’ Sept. 6

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Production on
RKO’s national Opportunity Revue will
start here September 6 under the direc-
tion of Bobby Connolly, the circuit’s
stage director, and will probably be ready
to open on its tour of the circuit by
September 28. More than 75 amateurs
will be in the cast, all to receive salaries.
Each was a2 winner in the local shows.

World Radio History &

Aaron Fox Reappears

NEW YORK, Aug. 1. — Aaron Fox,
brother of William Fox, who had been
a patient in the Hartford Retreat, a
sanitarium, since October, made a sud-
den reappearance here last week when
he surrendered at the D. A’s office under
an indictment found last March charg-
ing the abandoning of his two children.
When his wife recently sought appoint-
ment as guardian of their children, she
charged William Fox with forcing her
husband to stay at the sanitarium so
that he could not be called to testify at
the Senate inquiry into stock manipu-
lations.

Vallee in Asbury Park

ASBURY PARK, N. J., July 30.—Rudy
Vallee goes into the local Paramount
tomorrow for a three-day stand. The
house has a straight-picture policy, altho
vaude may be added regularly after the
Vallee date.

Kosch Gets Claims
Of Unpaid Roxy Cast

NEW YORX, July 30.—Harry G. Kosch,
receiver of the Roxy, early this week
sent for the claim of the cast of the last
stage show a3 the de luxer, amounting to
86,100, whica was being held by the
Joint Compleint Bureau of the VMA anqg
NVA. Kosch told Major J. O. Donovan
that the actors’ claims are the first on
the list to be paid, but did not say when
payment would be made.

The claim turned over to Kosch by
Donovan consisted of the $3,500 due Ted
Healy; 81,000 each to Ann Pennington
and the Keller Sisters and Lynch act,
and $600 coming to Roy Smeck. Healy
was in the Roxy during its last week at
$4.500, but crew $1,000 on account be-
fore the date was finished.

The reopening of the de luxer is now a
possibility for August 12, altho this
hinges on whkether Skouras Brothers and
Fox will take over the operation of the
theater. If they do, a Fox first-run,
The First Year (Farrell-Gaynor) may go
in. No stage show, however, has been
booked as yet.

Up until yasterday afternoon, the au-
thorized sale of $150,000 of receivership
certificates had not been made.

New Unit in Memphis

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Aug. 1.—A new Fan-
chon & Marzo unlt is breaking in at
Loew’s State whe first half of the current
week under the title of “Bert Walton
and his Hollywood Relations.” The unit
was originally built around Arthur Lake,
with Lake’s name instead of Walton’s in
the title. General idea is pretty much
the same as before, with Walton replac-
ing Lake and with an added act, Jack
Randall and Company. The Randall adagio
troupe had peen playing RKO houses
and rested here for several weeks to
break in a new act with several added
faces.

Lineless F.-M. Unit Formed

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 1.—Fanchon &
Marco have started rehearsal on an all-
star comedy revue to be headeg by Ted-
dy Joyce. Names set so far for this unit
are Ben Turpin, Walter Heirs, “Snub”
Pollard, Lamterti, Mary Miles and Doro-
thea and Helene Blossom. Le Roy Prinz
is doing the staging and unit will open
at Loew’s Stale on August 5. Title has
not as yet been selected, but will proba-
bly be “Joys of Hollywood.” Unit will
belminus the customary F. & M. line
girls.

Vaude in Fort Collins

FORT COLLINS, Colo., July 30.—The
Lyric Theater here is playing vaudeville
from time to time. Irving Miller’'s Brown-
Skinned Models played to fair business
July 20.

Kate Smith’s Free Show
NEW YORK, July 30.—Kate Smith’s
revue, which opened today at the Palace,

gave a free break-in show last night at
the Prospect, Brooklyn.

This Week
15 Years Ago

(From the Vaudeville Department of The
Billboard, August 4, 1917)

A clash between the New York theater
managers and the musicians’ union has
been averted by a compromise wage
scale. An incrzase approximating 10 per
cent for pit musicians in all classes of
theaters is in effect after August 1.

E. F. Albee and A. Paul Keith present-
ed the L. I. G. H. T. S. of Freeport, L.
I, of which N. E. Manwaring is secretary,
with $1,000. The Lights is a social or-
ganization.

A movement is under way by the NVA
to adopt a ruling prohibiting members
to appear in any theater that is not
affiliated with the Vaudeville Managers’
Protective Ascociation. This is to be
recognition of the policy of the VMPA
not to play acts not members of *he
NVA.

Ben Bernie and Phil Baker may desert
vaudeville next season to go into a
Cohan & Harris show.
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VAUDE NOTES (

THE CHICK CHANDLERS headed for
Canada last week.

MANNY KING and Herman Citron
sampled the lager across the north
border line.

THE MAJOR J. O. DONOVANS may
head towards Ohio shortly for a vaca-
tion, with Virginia, of the Donovan Sis-
ters, chauffeuring.

Talk about commercial acts in vaude-
ville, how about regulation acts that sneak
in plugs for commercial products? It’s an
old story, but still profitable for many
performers, who are supplied free with
the product they plug. This applies in
particular to hats, cigarets, candy, cloth-
ing, etc. The late Frank Van Hoven was
supplied free with Huyler’s candy for years
just for mentioning it, far example.

SUGAR’S DOMINO resting at Napa-
noch, N. Y.

PLENTY of golf dubs talking about
their game along Broadway lately. The
guys who can play can’t afford it.

SNOOZER JR'S. parents have been
reading The Billboard since its birth.

LINDY'S 5l1st Street (New York)
restaurant is to the music and radio pro-
fessions what the St. Regis on 47th
street once was to the vaudeville folk.

THE MOUNTED police tether their
horses in the alley back of the New
York Palace. This will continue until
a hungry actor walks by.

The delightful soft... lvory toned
appearance rendered to your skin
isirresistible. Your complexion in-
stantly assumes a new commanding
beauty that inspires admiration
wherever you go. ldeal for even-
ing use...will not rub off or streak.

GOURAUD
White, Flesh and
Rachel Shades

Send 10¢ for TRIAL SIZE
F. T. Hopkins & Son,New York

JOHN L HORGAN

| CINCINNATI
ADVERTISING STAGE CURTAINS

For Theatres, Schools, Churches, Lodgeswand Audi-
toriums, with ad spaces blank, °15 00 and up, ac-
cording to size. Lowest pLrices in our history for
Scenery, Cycloramas, Traveler Curtains and Dye
Trunk Scenery.

SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO, Columbus, Ohio

60 USED WARDROBE TRUNKS
$10.00 Up. All in first-class condition. Write for
Descriptive Circular. H. & M. TRUNE CO., 910
Washington Ave., St. Louis, Mo.

MILLARD AND ANITA. wno just closed
a two-month run at the Hotel Marlboro-
Blenheim, Atlantic City. cpened Satur-
day at the Hotel Seville, Rockaway Park,
for a month's engagement.

ROGER WOLFE KAHN has landed two
more RKO dates, going int> the Palaces,
Cleveland and Chicago, this and nhext
week.

The case of another “name” act that
had to be canccled recently on account of
drunkenness brings up agxm the fact
that there is mo regulation in vaudeville
for such instances, and no regular pun-
ishment meted out. It's true that the
players who insist on saoch practices
eventually find bookings hard {o get, but
there is nothing to take the place of the
regulation exerted on legitimate stage
players by Actors’ Equity. In cases of
drunkenness, not only does Equity allow
the contract to be abrogated, but the
player is also socked with a heavy fine and
in some cases is suspended for a year or
se, during which period he or she can
under no circumstances get work in the
legitimate field, even if 2 manager is
willing to take the chance. A strong and
fair actors’ organization of the type of
Equity is sometimes one o1 the greatest
possible aids to the managers.

THE KATE SMITH UNIT played the
last show at the Prospact, Brooklyn,
Friday before opening at the Palace the
next day. Carrying out the *“guest-star”
idea being used by RKC to build up
the return of vaude at the Prospect.

JOSIE HEATHER, English vaude head-
liner, has just arrived from London. She
will make records for the World Broad-
casting Company.

The season’s wreath of laurel should be
given to Borah Minevitch’s press agent for
a recally swell picce of explwitation., After
having the harmonica band jeader captured
by Corsican pirates in the Mediterrancan
Sea, the exploiteer had Minevitch grow
the beard which kept him in the New York
dailies for a full week. The publicity he
received caused Loew to redook him after
canceling four wceks on account of the
chin-growth.

OLD-TIME VAUDE stars are getting
together in a new act called The Old
Folks at Home. In the cast will be Gus
Hill, juggler; Hi Tom Ward, 76, singer;
the Pearl Sisters, 68, banjoists; Jack
(See VAUDEVILLE NOTES on page 19)

New Acts Booked

Rhythm Fantasy, flash, Boulevard,
Bronx, last half of next week (Loew).

Three Victor Girls, Boulevard, Bronx,
this first half (Loew).

Frank Ellis and Company, with Arthur
Shields and Florence Brower, Triboro,
Astoria, and Gates, Brooklyn, this week
(Loew).

Three Juveniles, two girls and a boy,
dancing act, Gates, Brooklyn, and Boule-
vard, Bronx, this week (Loew).

Jean La Coste and Boys, five-people
flash, Boulevard, Bronx, this last half
(Loew).

Blanche Collins, formerly in legit and
musicals, in an act by Jean Paurel, with
Leslie Pore at the piuno, Boulevard,
Bronx, this last half (Lcew).

James Kirkwood and Company, Or-

pheum, New York, last half of next week

(Loew)
The Roxy Trio (Wee Willie Robyn and
Two Langs), singing act. Prospect,

Brooklyn, first half of lest week (RKO).

Tom Mack and Sam Critcherson, with
Viola West, comedy, singing and danc-
ing, Lynbrook, L. I., las. Friday (RKO).

The Record Boys (Al Bernard, Frank
Kamplain and Russ Robinson), radio act,
Prospect, Brooklyn, this first half
(RKO).

Joseph B. Stanley anc Ottilie Corday,
the latter formerly of Corday and Court-
ney, comedy, Prospect, Brooklyn, first
half of August 13 (RKC).

Downey, formerly of Cowney and Clar-
idge Sisters, and the Lee Sisters, former-
ly known as Cannon and Lee. novelty
bike act, Prospect, Brooklyn, first half
of next week (RKO).

Joe Wilton, formerly of Wilton and
Weber, assisted by Dorothy Lull, former-
ly with Milton Berle, ventriloquial and
comedy act, Westwood, N. J., last Satur-
day (RKO).

Mickey (Himself) McGuire, kid picture
star, Albany, N. Y., this last half (RKO).

Herbert Brooks Jr. and Maldie, illu-
sionist, Westwood, N. J, August 13.

Charles Kemper, with Ralph Duna,
comedy act, Trenton, N. J., this first
half (RKO).

The Radio Rubes, four-men radio act,
Prospect, Brooklyn, last hali of next
week (RKO).

Blanche and Elliott, assisted by two
singers, Trenton and Paterson, N. J.,
next week (RKO).

Mahool in Baltimore

BALTIMORE. July 30.—J. Barry Ma-
hool Jr., who has just returned to Balti-
more after having been associated with
the Greenwich Civic Theater Association
in New York, made his radio debut last
Tuesday night as a member of the dra-
matic staff of WBAL. He has a part in
the serial pldy now running over that
station.

“Arky”” on Publix Time

CHICAGO, July 30.—The -JArkansas
Woodchopper, singer of cowboy ballads
over WLS, has signed up with Publix
for a large number of personal appear-
ances thru Illincis and Wisconsin.
“Arky,” as he is known to thousands,
was all set to head toward California and
the Olympic Games for his vacation, but
capitulated when Publix signed him for
the balance of the summer.

GLORIA GILBERT

“The Human Top”
Held Over CAPITOL
THEATER, NEW YORK

Personal Management

GUS EDWARDS

LUMINOUS

COLORS, ULTRA VIOLET LIGHT EFFECTS.
STROBLITE CO., 35 West 52d St., New York.

1904000009990 000990009900900090090040090090090000¢6006006005000609660004

196094004000 0060005090090000060060¢

Authorized RKO Representatives

1o o004

t:x:rmxm:

C. B. MADDOCK

137 W. 48th St., “THE

NICK AGNETA

BRYANT 9-4531.

PLAYHOUSE,” N. Y. C.

§2507022029432292322329223822883250222432320323229232322220214

JACK

CURTIS ~~» ALLEN

1564 Broadway, New York

BERNARD BURKE, Gen. Myr,.

ASST. MILES INGALLS—JOHN HICKEY

$38328338238202022828823832883223832

AUTHORIZED AND OFFICIALLY FRANCHISED
RKO Artists Representatives

CHAS. H.

Bryant . 648

£ 1290000000220000000000900000000331600200900990080400900900500900908000060000550489000008900404

{a323230sevtestestaceesteesesrsesss

Return Engagement

40 W

CHERRY+o JUNE PREISSE

Dixie’s Dancing Darlings
NOW AT

PALACE, NEW YORK

Booked for

Starting September 3

Within Ten Weeks

EEKS

FERD

Exclusive Manager

Harry Weber-Simon Agency

SIMON

Beautiful, Durable, Spacious, Distinctive

|| TAYLOR TRUNK CO.

TAYLOR’S 1932 NEW MODEL TRUNKS

IN TWO-COLOR COMBINATIONS—FOR MEN AND WOMEN. oo
i . Lightweight. Full 8ize -

WARDROBE TRUNK.
Send for Our Illustrated Circular.
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Palace, New York

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, July 30)

The present show marks another
change in Palace policy. What was once
the ace house of vaudeville and the last
stand of the two-a-day has gone thru
§0 many variations lately that anybody
going away now on a two-week vacation
is liable to come back and find the
house showing musical comedy or a sec-
ond-run all-picture grind. The new
wrinkle is a unit show, with feature pic-
ture and shorts. It's headed by Kate
Smith, with Cliff Edwards. Nat Brusiloff
and his band and ,Cherry and June
Preisser helping her out. The show is
billed as Hate Smith and Her Swanee
Music Revue, with a company of 25 ad-
vertised. It’s hard to see how the figure
was arrived at unless they're counting
in the pit crew, which has practically a
week off. It does nothing but play the
overture and then chime in with the
Brusiloff gang in the finale of a Show
Boat medley.

The primary and obvious defect of a
unit that has plenty of entertainment
value is its almost complete lack of
comedy. Cliff Edwards tells two jokes—
one of them blue—Ilittle June Preisser
injects some laughs and Miss Smith’s
ebullient personality draws forth a few
guffaws. But outside of that there's
nothing to give the laugh addicts an ex-
cuse for leaving home. Just four acts
make up the entire unit, and the run-
ning time is exactly three-quarters of an
hour, with the rest of the show filled
up by movie shorts and the feature pic-
ture, Connie Bennett in What Price
Hollywood? Just about six months ago
yotr reporter was complaining that 2%-
hour shows of straight vaude were a bit
too much of a good thing. The tables
have been turned with a vengeance, and

- what was once the pride of vaude is this

~-.in honor of Ziegfeld.

week running less flesh than the aver-
age neighb house or de luxer.

If youre willing to discount the lack
of comedy, it’'s a good show. It opens
with Brusiloff and his 14 men playing
When the Moon Comes Over the Moun-
tain, at the end of which Miss Smith
bounces on to a huge hand and sings
Cabin in the Cotton over the p.-a. sys-
tem. Before she does that, tho, she says
that she's glad to be back at the Palace,
which was the standard opening in the
days when the house was two-a-day.
Maybe she was being sarcastic.

After thc Cabin applause dies down
she introduces Cherry and June Preisser,
the pair of kids who scored such a huge
sensation at their last Palace appear-
ance, and the youngsters go thru the
first few numbers of their regular act.
The gals are a bit handicapped by the
presence of Brusiloff’s band on the stage
—it doesn’t give them as much room as
they need—but they’re still sensational
none the less. Again it was brought
home that Cherry is one sweet dancer in
her own right, but again even she was
overshadowed by the terrific smash de-
servedly scored by little June. In these
routines and in those they do later, the
kids bring the unit to as high a peak as
it ever reaches.

Pollowing the show-stop scored by
June's acro, Miss Smith introduces Cliff
Edwards., who strums his uke, warbles
three numbers and tells his brace of
Jokes. Thereafter Miss Smith introduces
Brusiloff and his orch—they’ve been on
since the start of the proceedings—and
they play Sleep, Come on and Take Me.
They’re an excellent aggregation, and the
number, with its varfations (including
the brief appearance of Edwards in a
baby carriage and a bib), drew a good
hand.

Miss Smith follows with It Was So
Beautiful and Between the Devil and the
Deep Blue Sea, and then announces that
the band will play a Show Boat medley
It does so—and
very well—with a picture of the late
glorified appearing as the upstage cyc
parts, and with Lou Forman and his pit

crew coming in on the Old Man River-

finale. During the course of the medley
Jack Miller, pianist of the orch, Ssings
a vocal refrain. That refrain gives him
billing on the boards and in the ads.

After the Preisser kids come on for a
bit more dancing, Miss Smith closes the
show with Dinah, which she sings with-
out the aid of a mike, thus bringing up
the question of why she uses the ap-
paratus in the earlier numbers. She’s
far better without it. The 200-odd
pounds of scngbird breaks into a dance
as the curtains close.

Business was excellent, the house be-
ing packed when the first show was
about half thru. It's a good name draw,
and it's helped by the screening of Miss
Bennett, the great overactress, in what's
supposed to be.her best vehicle to date.

EUGENE BURR.

Palace, Chicago
(Reviewed Saturdey Afternoon, July 30)

At the second show today cues were
being missed and things were being done
in a slipshod manner that was surprising
for this house. Floyd Gibbons, who was
to be the feature act, was replaced at
the last moment by Vanessi. A fur
fashion revue, which has heretofore been
a midsummer event at,the B. & K.
houses' as a complete production, has
been cut down to an act's length here.

Renoff, Renova and Bekeft, assisted by
the Sinclair Twins, open things. After
an introductory song by the twins, the
Russian trio comes on for a neat military
waltz., Another song and dance by the
girls. Their vocal efforts are not so
good, but the dancing is peppy. An
adagio by a duo and then a sort of dra-
matic whirlwind adagio by the entire
company gave them a good hand.

Grant Withers, former screen star, on
next, starts off with some stories and !s
soon joined by Eddie Moran, who, in
the course of the act, certainly murders
the English language. Some hearty
laughs are garnered and then the rou-
tine sags. Withers has a strip of film
projected of one of his early pictures
and sings the same song he did in the
picture. Something went haywire and
the act ended abruptly to very little
applause.

Vanessi, in third spot, has a beautiful
dancing act, aided by the Biltmore Trio.
Opens with a song by the boys before a
special garden gate drop. Vanessi joins
them and does a session of high kicks
while they render You're the One. Some
steps by the trio and a song. My Rain-
bow, brings on the exotic Vanessi for her
rainbow dance, an example of lithe
gracefulness. Boys on for Jig Time and
some tap dancing. Final number is a
rumba done before a big Spanish shawl.
This is artistically done without a trace
of vulgarity so often shown in these
dances. A hit.

Harris and Brookins, colored team,
next to shut, have a mixture of darky
philosophy, pianolog, songs and dancing.
Their comedy chatter brought many
laughs. The singing of Tom Brookins,
which is of a sweet quality, got a good
hand. Bud’s younger brother is hrought
on near the finish of the act for some
dancing and the kid sure has fast feet.
Off to heavy applause.

Fur Fashion Revue closed. This an-
nual style show, which in previous years
was put on by RKO competition with
all the resources of their production
department, is here, but a parade of
manikins with the only entertainment
furnished by Al Wohlman, who acts as
emsee. He tried hard to put it over but
the task was too great. Ed Beck, who
staged the show, was given a pair of
silver stairs, a plaque to add a little
color to the velvet drop, another drop,
by no means impressive, and a pair of
drapes and told to put it on. The re-
sult is a skimpy-looking production
which should not even be compared with
the last one put on in this town. It
was a big disappointment and only the
impersonations of Wohlman, his songs
and quips kept the people from going
home before it was over.

F. LANGDON MORGAN.

E. F. Albee, Cincinnati

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, July 30)

Back to the Fanchon & Marco units
after a week of dalliance with the
amateurs and a half-filled house for the
opening show (at bargain prices) testify.
ing to the depressing influence of the ab-
sence of professional entertainers even
for the brief period of “Opportunity
Week.” The return to regular theater
brings the Reflections Idea, a diverting
flash presentation with a single big
punch, the dancing of Marietta, who is
recalled as the featured danseuse of
George White’s Scandals, editions of
1930 and '31.

A terpsichorean revel, with 16 youth-
ful and comely lasses in line, paves the
way for Wood and Pinkie, a team of
hoke pantomimists, who draw a few
laughs and a warm hand at the finish,

Davie and Rosemarie, with a conven-
tional routine of hat, cane, knife, tin
plate and cannon ball juggling and
balancing, warm up the customers. The
man has an effective line of patter and
his closing stunt, the old but difficult
trick of “wrapping the cannon ball
around the neck,” wins a big hand.

Don Neece, who “does it with song.,”
with the pulchritudinous 16 as a back-
ground, leads the way nicely for the en-
trance of the brunet Marietta. The initial
number of her repertoire is a medley of
interpretive dance steps, movements and
poses, exemplifying the poetry of motion.
Lithe and lissome of body, Marietta’s per-

formance is a beautiful exhibition of
her art. She stirs the crowd to en-
thusiasm and glides off to tumultuous
applause.

Russell, Marconi and Jerry, two men
and a blond tap dancer, follow with a
routine of violin, accordion and clowning
that pleases, and the show closes with a
fancifully staged Mirror Dance in which
Marietta again revives the audience and
the line of 16 waves thru a series of
animated dance pictures.

On the screen, The Washington Mas-
querade, Lionel Barrymore’s latest, which
has been heralded as a peek into the
true inwardness of the Congressional
body in action at the national capital.

R. G.

Albee, Brooklyn

(Reviewed Wednesday Evening, July 27)

A weaker show for a Class A house Is
hard to imagine. From start to finish
the performers, in spite of their ‘“name”
value, seemed to go thru the motions
only, forgetting that they were on stage
for the special purpose of amusing the
customers; that is, whatever few cus-
tomers there were in the house, business
at this showing being very poor. Com-
bined star billing of Queenie Smith and
Fatty Arbuckle proved no sugar. Roar
of the Dragon (RKO), the feature pic-
ture, having been rapped by the critics,
also contributed toward keeping them
away. The layout's running time was
75 minutes and seemed an age, due to
the extremely slow pace assumed by all
acts on the bill.

Russian Revels, with Col. Fedor May-
baum and Mlle. Mignon, Florence Neiid,
Sacha Masse and the Royal Russian
Balalaika Orchestra, opened. This flash,
altho having everything in from a toce
dance to an Oriental novelty, just
doesn’t click. Individually the perform-
ers socked, but due to poor staging and
lighting the ensemble is just so-so.
Buddha dance by girl covered with gilt
should have been exceptional sock, but
missed being effective. Blond girl hoofer
scored best applause. Act got only fair
sendoff.

King Brothers and Cully deuced, and
after a swell start seemed to lay down
on the job. These boys score heavily
with their knockabout comedy, but soon
run out of material. Had the crowd in
the palms of their hands at first, but
the last half of the material was too
weak to follow the sock opening. Went
off to weak applause.

Queenie Smith and Harry Puck fol-
lowed. This team positively failed to
click, with the material as a whole bet-
ter suited for a book show than an act
in which every moment counts. Miss
Smith’s general appearance belied her
attempt to regain her old remembered
ingenuish self, and Puck’s delivery of his
songs and dances seemed better suited
for parlor entertainment. The only time
the act comes to life occurs on Miss
Smith’s second appearance, when she
comes on in an evening dress and per-
forms the modified ballet dance for
which she is known. Puck’s piano spe-
cialty was received with hardly a mur-
mur, and the pair went off to polite
applause.

Roscoe (Fatty) Arbuckle, with Addie
McPhail and Jack Shutta, was next-to-
closing.  “Fatty,” with the aid of
Shutta's stooging in a box, and because
he told the crowd that he could take
the bad breaks, soon had the audience
in a mood to laugh at the bad gags.
“Fatty” may make a good movie comic,
but as far as this act is concerned it
would be a mess of pottage without
Shutta. What with several references .o
“dear old Brooklyn” and kidding his
weight, “Fatty’ got a good sendoff.

Lester Cole and his Singing Soldiers
of Fortune closed. As far as the singing
abllity of this troupe is concerned it
might be okeh for the air, but is not
very effective for vaude. Cole makes
repeated reference to his radio reputa-
tion, reminding the crowd that the
troupe is well liked on the ether, which
may be good showmanship but bad
sportsmanship. The act should be gotten
over on its own merits. Altho weak on
singing, it shapes up as the best staged
unit seen around and went off to mild
applause. JACK MEHLER.

g L4
Main Street, Kansas City
(Reviewed Saturday Evening, July 30)
The stage entertainment this week is

Ted Lewis and a company of 20 under
the Fanchon & Marco banner. The re-
ception accorded Ted Lewis was the
heartiest heard here in many moons.
Lewis opens with his famed Medicine
Bottle of Happiness and during his en-
tire 40 minutes on the stage the audi-
tors give ge'lerous applause tribute to

'World Radio Histo ‘

the celebrated maestro. His personziity
and inimitable manner of dispernsing
happiness, his silver-lined high hat, his
twirling cane and his clarinet and bs
capable assis: provided a program that
more than pleased.

The assist consists of four attractive
girls who offer dance numbers of the
acro, tap, high kick and toe varieties; a
fem youngster, about 12, in a fair tap; a
colored quarfet that stopped the show
with its song and dance offerings, and
a Negro boy, about 7, who again stopped
the show with a tap and strut num-
ber and encared with Lewis in a song
and chatter bit.

A rumba by the one girl was excellent.
The Ted Lewis aggregation shows the
value of big-name attractions, and the
applause gave the theater every appear-
ance of haviug gone back to its more
prosperous days of several years back.
The screen ettraction is The Sirange
Love of Molly Louvain, featuring Ann
Dvorak and Lee Tracy.

3IREGG WELLINGHOFF.

Earle, Philadelphia

(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, July 29)

Business at the Earle today showed a
decline over the sensational trade of last
week, tho stezdy patronage indicates a
better-than-avdrage week. Jack Mulhall
is Hollywood’s headliner this week and
while he lacks the draw of the George
Brent-Loretta Young combination, he is
Backed by a good all-round bill. Mulhall
has a likable stage personality that is on
a par with his screen appearance, but
the skit that he appears in is a loosely
strung together affair with Mulhall as
straight man to the character comedian
who supports aim. The scene is rural,
with the character actor — in old man
makeup~-wheeling a baby carriage rigged
up with all sorts of devices and con-
taining what parports to be a foundling.
Mulhall breezes on the set. Starts the
chat going, mcst of which is made up
of familiar “baby” gags. It then develops
that Jack is the old man’s long-lost son.
He has made a hit in Hollywood since
running away from the old farm and this
leads the chatter to the movies, with the
old man evincing great interest in Greta
Garbo, Clara Bow, Marlene Dietrich and
the other screen beauties. Got the laughs
toward the end, tho the skit started
slowly.

First spot on the bill was a corking dog
act presented by Al Gordon. His pups
are canine comedians, ‘crossing” their
master by gumming up his plans. In-
stead of concentrating on the routine
dog tricks, which were okeh, the act leans
toward the lauzhs—and got them.

The deuce spot was held by the Four
Queens, quartet of girl tap dancers, real
beauties, nicely costumed. Act started
with some routine tapping. For a finish,
the solo work was exceptional in its
acrobatics and speed.

Harry Pease tnd Eddie Nelson, song-
writers, revived some of their hits, ex-
plaining the inspiration of each with the
2id of tableaux and blackouts, with the
aid of two women partners. The revival
of the old song hits got the sentimental
interest of the audience, tho the act was
a trifie too long

The four-spot was occupied by Edgar
Bergen, ventriloquist, who presented the
doctor’s office skit he did on the screen.
It’'s been a long time since an ace ven-
triloquist played here and the audience
relished the novelty. Size of the thea-
ter interfered with the success of some
of his patter.

Mulhall’s feature spot was next, fol-
lowed by a corking number from the
Keller Sisters and Frank Lynch, harmony
singers. They did Bubbling Over With
Love, The Voice in the Village Choir;
Hello, Suanee, and ended with a good
“hill-billy” tune. Audience went for the
act in a big way.

Artie Lewis ard Peggy Ames, one of
the best comic teams here in weeks, were
a laugh panic with their next-to-closing
skit. Lewis is a fast comedian with a
snappy line of gugs and Miss Ames is a

swell ‘“straight man.” For a novelty
finish they introduced an unusual
“stooge” in Dick Ballad, 19-year-old

Texas giant, a youth who measures seven
feet five inches. Since Lewis is under
average height, the contrast was good for
more laughs to an act already packed
with comedy.

Closing was a lively flash act of The
Rimacs and their Rumba Orchestra, a
band which played some hot Cuban
music. The gourid rattler of the group
gave a neck-breaking acrobatic rumba,
while a talented girl dancer gave to this
dance all of the tlourishes it is supposed
to have. The tempo of the offering is
very fast and gave the audience a “want
more” finish at the last curtain.

. MURDOCK.
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State-Lake, Chicago
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, July 30)

Bill Robinson, “Dark Cloud of Joy,”
and his Hot From Harlem colored revue
are the stage offering at the State-Lake
Theater this week and opened to almost
a full house. While Bill is tremendously
popular in Chicago, it looks like a mis-
take has been made in booking a revue
instead of the *“7 acts of vaudeville” ad-
vertised when the house has, with a
great flourish of trumpets, announced
its return to vaudeville. Hot From Har-
lem is not vaudeville. It's a second-rate
musical tab, with Bill Robinson as its
sole reason for existence.

The show has strong opposition at the
Chicago Theater, directly across the
street, where three radio names—Mills
Brothers, Cclonel Stoopnagel and Budd
and Sylvia Froos—are the headlniers. and
John and Edna Torrence are acdded at-
tractions.

Bill Robinson himself hasn't lost any
of his dancing magic and he tells stories
with the same facility as always. And
while he gets a big hand on every ap-
pearance, his work is less effective than
it was in vaudeville. His supporting
talent is only fair. The “Holy Roller”
sketch with John Mason in the principal
role is good, but the song and dance
efforts of the balance of the cast can be
classed as only fair. Bill does his well-
remembered skating bit, his mosquito
imitation, tells a flock of siories and
lets loose those tap routines done as
only he can do them and gets tremen-
dous applause. Perhaps he is strong
enough to put the show over satisface
torily. NAT GREEN.

Loew’s Orpheum, N. Y.

(Reviewed Thursday Evening, July 28)

Acts throw everything in here and
everything goes. If a close checkup were
made on this show it would probably dis-
close the material of about 20 vaude
turns condensed into four and one com-
bination. A gag’s time of originality
these days depends on how long it is
before another performer hears it, and
tonight it appeared as tho mistakes had
been made in some of the billings. The
audience, however, had a great time and
applauded themselves into a blistercd
state.

The Orpheum is now the only vaude
house on the east side of the city from
14th street up to the Yonkers boundary
and, thru the lack of competition, its
stage shows are adapted to the patrons
east of Third avenue. The better class,
from the swanky apartments and homes
west of Lexington avenue, are con-
spicuous here bv their absence. They are
probably attending the 86th Street,
RKO'’s former Yorkville combination
hcuse now in straight pictures, which
has it all over the Locw theater in ap-
pearance and comfort. This auditorium
is badly in need of a ceneral cleaning
and painting

Karoli and Swanson, an excellent perch
and jugrling male team, opened and
started the varacde of show-stops.

Bronson and Renee's session In this
frame was spoiled somewhat by the 18-
minute runnine time. at least four min-
utes of which do not belong. and Rence's
stiff attitude. Bronson carries the turn,
the converted and reconverted trade-
paper reporter alternating between piano
playing, gaccimmg and singing in this
satire on radio broadecasting. He gives
a straight imitation of Al Smith speaking
over the radio, which. unless hoked up.
is political propaganda out of place on
a stage.

Fred Weber and Company's ventrilo-
quial episode was nicely received despite
the obviousness of the billed name’s
work. His lips were scen to move from
the balcony while he was putting words
and crying noises into the mouths of the
boy and baby dummies. Most of his stuff
is familiar.

Jerome Mann, first half of Anatole
Friedland’s Aflairs of 1932, a 1931 act,
is a combination of George Price and
George Jessel, the latter’s style pre-
dominating. He is so much like Jessel,
vneonsciously or not, that it is a snicker
when he announces an imitation of the
well-known comedian. The announced
impersonation is not as good as the un-
announced. He also does a Ted Lewis,
the only familiar part of which is the
high hat; Chevalier and Ben Bernie. Not
until he goes into the styles of Ed Wynn
and Pat Rooney, however, does he click.

The flash portion of the Friedland act
is nothing more than a six-girl line and
iwo excellent specialties, Ken Harvey,
banjoist, and a girl tor-acro-tap dancer.
As usuval in the Friedland turns, the
mounting is good and there is the cos-
tume parade towards the finale. Mann,
a youngster who should go a long ways

once he finds his correct personality and
‘e art of punching a gag, emsees thru-
out.
Business tonight was very light.
JOE SCHOENFELD.

Boulevard, Bronx

(Reviewed Wednesday Evening, July 27)

Next week this house slashes its sum-
mer prices to an even lower scale. Top
will be 40 cents for week-end evenings.
This evades the new tax and brings the
prices within the neighborhood pocket-
book. This house and RKO's Prospect
are probably the only circuit vaude-
filmers in the city with 40-cent top.

and if the policy is successful, un-
doubtedly it will affect other circuit
houses.

Vaudeville bill was not bad. It kept
up a pretty consistent pace, building up
nicely to the closing act, Don Lee and
Trudina, which was fast and loud and
provided a sock finish. Tallulah Bank-
head in Thunder Below (Para) was the
feature.

Ora, aerialist, opened. She works on a
swinging trapeze and on a high hori-
zontal bar, getting heavy applause with
her maneuvers and physical endurance
stunts. Two younger girls assist. One
is a fair acrobatic dancer and the other
a graceful trapeze worker.

Al Allan and Lillian Croel do a frothy
little comedy act with a bit of singing
and dancing thrown in. Allan is a good
comedian, and Miss Croel is very cute
and a good foil for his clowning. The
act sparkles in spots, but as a whole it
lacks punch. Needs polishing.

McNally, Kearney and Rogers drew 2a
scattering of laughs with their comedy
talk and closed to a fair hand. They
do a skit about a street cleaner and a
cop quarreling. It has several bright
lines, but In general moves too slowly
and does not build up to a sock.

Conroy and Cornell, two men, man-
aged to gct by nicely enough, altho the
act is far from being surefire. Eddie
Cornell does straight and sings a bit,
while Conroy gets some laughs with his
stooge appearance. Comedy material is
only fair, but good enough for neighbor-
hood audlences.

Don Lee and Trudina showed a much-
improved flash here and went over very
well. ' They make a swell waltz team,
altho their peacock number is still too
hokey to fit in the act. They got nifty
assistance from a hot cornetist, and a sis-
ter team slips in a few good specialties.
The fast and loud closing number does
a lot to bring the final applause.

PAUL DENIS.
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Loew’s State, New York
{Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, July 30)

The booking office has apparently
spent a little extra dough on this week’s
show, which is headed by Joe Frisco,
Aileen Stanley and Fletcher Henderson's
Orchestra. This is the third week of the
Palace’'s vaudefilm policy, and in all
probability this house has already felt
the effect. The picture is MGM's Un-
ashamed, coming from the Capito!, where
it did not do so well. Does not look like
such a good week as far as the box office
goes. Business was fair at the first
show.

Altho the show looks good on paper,
it does not actually run too well. It
wasn't until Frisco came on that the
audience loosened up a bit. And even
then Frisco’s genius for spilling his
brightest lines for the benefit of the
first few rows only was a distinct
handicap.

5id Tracey and Bessie Hay got the
layout off to a brisk start. They stick
to straight dancing. mostly acrobatie,
teaming for a couple of numbers and
stepping out for a solo each. Paul Rus-
sell is at the ivories and delivers a song
number, That’s Why Darkies Were Born,
which brought him a good hand.

George Prize works his Punch and
Judy Show, revealing himself only at the
finish. The att is a distinct novelty, not
many such acts being seen in vaude-
ville, and especially on Broadway. The
comedy idea is simple, but its simplicity
makes it even more enjoyable. Went
over nicely.

Lee, Lee, Lee and Lee romped thru
their pantomimic routine of comedy
poses and acrobatics, gathering consider-
able laughs and bowing off to a good
hand. They have originality, but this
type of act has been worked to death in
vaude and that fact alone is a handicap.

Aileen Stanley, who hasn't been
around for some time, Is still in good
form and can sell popular and special
ditties as well as ever. She has a
gracious manner and a pleasant and

restrained delivery that makes for in-
timacy. Was well llked here, altho her
style is too restrained to arouse loud
applause.

Joe Frisco, with his inevitable cigar
and cane and his lkable carefree at-
titude, followed and went over very well,
His dancing and gagging landed, the
Helen Morgan satire being the comedy
highspot. He brings on a slinky brunet
for a comedy rumba number toward the
end an-d had to speech off for an encore.

Fletcher Henderson and his 1l-piece
orchestra were no great shakes in closing
spot. The music is not too brassy, altho
it is hot enough, but it does not stand
out. Cora Green contributed a couple
of song numbers, but it took the Three
Little Words, fast hoofers, to stir things
up a bit. Closed to a fair hand.

PAUL DENIS.

Grand Opera House, N. Y.

(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, July 30)

It is rather a dull show on the whole,
the only real sock on the bill being
registered by the animal act which
opened the festivities. Nevertheless,
there was plenty of entertainment for
the money, and the customers, while not
falling into ecstasies, seemed pleased.
Business was very good at this showing,
with not a little of it accounted for by
the pictures, Min and Bill (MGM) and
Thunder Below. The layout’s running
time for the four acts was 55 minutes.

Gauthier’'s Toy Shop opened, with its
amusing collection of dogs and ponies
doing a series of amazingly well-trained
tricks. Odd setting and general decora-
tions of the animals contributed to the
gay tinie had by the children in the
audience; and for that matter, the older
folks were no slouches in the resounding
sendoff the act got.

Meryl and Lane, two gals, deuced with
the dullest collection of gags heard in
ages. The singing wasn’t much above
the level of the gags. which in turn were
better than the hoofing. Black-haired
lass® wviolin accompaniment to the
blonde’s coon shouting was the best
thing in the turn. Went off to a pitiful
lack of applause.

Joe Lewis and Company were on next,
the company consisting of a small-sized
stooge and a girl hoofer with a piping
voice. Lewis’ mugging amused the kids
to some extent, but left everyone else
cold. The girl gives a good account ot
herself in her spot and from then on
Lewis is never off. His style and ma-
terial may be okeh for clubs, but unless
he gets himself another routine he is
out of luck. Slapping around of stooge
was overdone and became monotonous.
Went off to fair hand after parading
“We Want Beer” sign.

Virginia Bacon and Company closed,
assisted by the Four Tivoli Girls and two
boys, one hoofing and one singing. Act
has a lot of swell stuff in it, especially
the four gals, who are in a class by
themselves. Miss Bacon’s dance routines
are exceptionally well executed, and the
entire flash is mounted in a very brilllang
manner. With a little tightening up
and cutting of running time it should
shape up in the big-money class. Was
very well liked down here, and deservedly
S0. JACK MEHLER.

DE LUXE SHOWS

Paramount, New York
(Reviewcd Friday Evening, July 29)

Whether Harry Richman will hold over
for a fifth semester depends on the
business this week, and tonight nobody
was battering in the doors for admis-
sion, nor did the ushers have to put up
the tape. As this was the opening day
of the new stage show and picture, the
lack of really good husiness cannot be
blamed on unfavorable word-of-mouth
advertising. It was probably mainly due
to the b. o.-less screen feature, Rebecca
of Sunnybrook Farm.

However, when word does get around
the stage layout will also be the butt
of plenty of criticism. In material it is
the weakest of the three shows Richman
has headlined here in four weeks, altho
slightly better than its predecessors in
production. Thanks to the latter’s
favorable outlook, tho, should not go to
the backstage crew, which this evening
messed up three portions. The lighting
went wrong in a couple of important
instances, and noises could be hegrd
from behind the drop while Richman
was speaking. It was reminiscent of the
Roxy during its last few open weeks.

Repetition of the same fault in most
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every “name’”-laden de luxe presentation
makes Iv opvious that the last-rmnute
hit-and-miss production method 1s to
blame for the old material used by the
performers. Not having the time to get
original stuff, they dig back into any-
body’s and everybody’s routines, and the
result is a conglomeration of bearded
gags and blackouts. It has gotten so
that when a new joke Is pulled the audi-
ence does not laugh. Not having heard
it a dozen or more times before, the
wait for the laugh is over and a new gag
started before the original quip sinks in.

The combination of Richman, Jack
Haley and Frances Williams would have
been an extremely happy one had their
material been fresh and Miss Willlams’
talents utilized to thelr full capacity.
The attractive plat blonde is an excep-
tionally fine artist in all branches of
stage work, but, unfortunately, her
weakest point lately has been her sing-
ing. And in this show they’ve got her
singing most all of the time she is on
the stage. Her talking parts were con-
fined to three blackouts done in three
different languages, which might have
been dug out of King Tut's tomb. Why
Richman missed doing the roughhouse
bit with her that they did a few years
ago is not known. It was a riot then
and should be now.

Haley does better here than he did at
the Palace with Benny Rubin, altho his
expressive pan is hazy halfway back in
the theater. He shares the emsee duties
with Richman, sings one song on the
restrum over the pit, takes part in the
blackouts and works with Miss Willlams
during one of her numbers. He is not
using the nervous jaw.

Vivian Fay. the one other billed per-
sonality, stopped the proceedings very
early in the show with a twirling toe
routine. Her dervishes are excellently
executed and the audience started to
applaud before she was halfway thru.
The Five Jansleys, acrobats, were not
in the layout tonight, altho billed out
front and on the screen.

The David Bines Ballet, 24 girls this
week instead of 12 or 14, are working
better than usual in a hand drill giving
the appearance of fishes in an aquarium,
a ballet routine and an Albertina Rasch
type of hot dance in split costumes, one
leg au natural and the other incased
in a red stocking. Their precision, how-
ever, is still off.

As was the case In the preceding
shows, dirt is prevalent in this one. It
is probably figured that the title of the
current picture is sufficient wholesome-
ness for one show.

Vocally Richman is getting better al
the time. Tonight he sang more t
usual, clicking every time, and then
socked towards the finish with Old Man
River. The entire show, titled Souvenirs,
is remindful of old songs, and he delivers
most of them. The ledge on the outside
of the plt has been widened to allow
part of the ballet to circle the orchestra
in the opening. Later the principals
used this to get closer to the auditors.

The Crawfords staged a neat organ
concert of numbers composed by Dana
Suesse, pop songwriter, with the latter
femme playing one of them on a piano
behind the scrim. This precedes the
stage show proper.

JOE SCHOENFELD.

Paramount, Brooklyn
(Reviewed Friday Evening, July 29)

This is, in the main, Boris Petroff’s
Help Yourself to Happiness unit that
played the New York Paramount last
week. Harry Richman is out and Vivian
Janis has replaced Sylvia Froos. Ed
Lowry, the house emsee, works in the
unit and does straight for Bert Lahr,
who, of course, is the backbone of the
show. The layout runs an hour and is
nothing to rave about, despite the
presence of Lahr and Lowry.

There is nothing outstanding in the
way of production, and the comedy is
distinctly weak. Altho Lahr is a grand
laughgetter, the blackouts and the gags
are very reminiscent and it takes all the
“name’s” aggressive style to squeeze
laughs out of them. The blackouts are
rather funny, but the punch lines did
not always land. The street cleaners’
union skit scored heaviest of all of them.

Lowry is a very capable emsee, being
handsc™e enough to please the gals and
versatile enough to get by In almost
anything he does. He put over a couple
of songs nicely, did the introducing and
worked in on the comedy with Lahr.
There are 3 featured girls and 24 Dave
Bines Boys and Girls supporting Lahr
and Lowry. The Bines troupe works

(See DE LUXE SHOWS on page 57)
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NEW ACTS

Reviewed in New York

Charles Forsythe

And

Addie Seamon
With Eleanor Farrell

Reviewed at the Prospect. Style—Com-
edy. singing and dancing. Setting—In
three. Time—Sixteen minutes.

A bit slow, but aside from that a good
comedy turn that has few dull moments.
The routine is nicely balanced between
dancing and singing, with a sprinkling
of comedy pepping things up nicely.
Forsythe sings, Miss Seamon dances and
Miss Farrell attends to the piano, all of
them joining in for the clowning that
intersperses the specialties.

The act is loosely constructed and
often appears to be impromptu. This is
no handicap, however, as the comedy
seems funnier. Comedy honors go to
Miss Farrell, a Kate Smithian blonde,
who has a keen sense of comedy. The
comedy idea of the act is Miss Farrell’s
parking at the piano and passing judg-
ment on the specialties. There is humor
in her crossfire with Forsythe, and good
laughs when Miss Seamon does Dumb
Dora comedy and Miss Farrell keeps
yelling, “For heaven's sake, dance.”

Miss Seamon is a swell tap and acro-
batic dancer and Forsythe sings pleas-
antly. A good trio act for the early part
of the bill. P. D.

Ann Pritchard
With Frank Hyer and Eddie Pritchard

Reviewed at the Prospect. Style—Sing-
ing and dancing. Setting—In one, two
and full stage (specials). Time—Twelve
minutes.

Miss - Pritchard did a six-people act
when last reviewed. She is now out with
two boys in a baby flash called A Dance
Travelogue. As before, the act has much
to recommend and very little to criticize.
The sets are modest, but tasteful and
appropriate. The costumes are good and
the routine moves smoothly. Further-
more, the act has talent. Miss Pritchard
is an altogether graceful and capable
dancer and sings well enough to get by,
while the two boys are nifty hoofers.

First scene is a pier set with Miss
Pritchard and the boys, as cuStom
guards, going into a song and dance, one
of the boys and Miss Pritchard doing
a duo dance and the latter stepping
out for a toe-whirl solo. The next scene
has one of the boys deliver a punchy

tap solo, followed by a song and dance
by Miss Pritchard and more dancing by
the boys. The last scene is a pretty
garden set and has Miss Pritchard step-
ping out for snappy toe and spin danc-
ing, with the boys assisting.

A good baby flash that should hold
up its own on any bill.

Hope Vernod

Reviewed at the Grand Opera House.
Style—Singing and violin mnovelty. Set-
ting—In one. Timc—Nine minutes.

It's over five years since this artist re-
ceived a new act notice. Her material
hasn't changed very much Since that
time, with the exception of cutting out
the dog, whih probably got too old to
walk on.

Miss Vernon seems not to have gotten
over her affected style of delivery since
she was reviewed originally, and her
habit of playing to the front-row patrons
is irritating, to say the least. Working
as she does without an accompanist, she
suffers materially at hands of the house
ork.

Act opens with Miss Vernon doing two
songs which are delivered in a sweet
but weak voice. She then goes thru
the motions of playing a violin while
she is really humming the melody. Sur-
prise finish should close, but she makes
the mistake of coming back for an
encore. Went off here to a fair hand.

J. M.

James and Harris

Reviewed at the Grand Opcra House.
Style—Comedy acrobatics. Setting—In
one. Time—Nine minutes.

These two lads have got a good act
hidden somewhere up their sleeves if
they could make up their minds whether
they will stick to imitating Mitchell and
Durant or be themselves. Their stuff is
amusing as long as they hold to the
comedy acrobatics, but when they verge
off into some old gags, wnich are put
over without much vigor, the act falls
down. The big sock of the routine oc-
curs when the boys pantomime a pair
of amateur acros, having difficulty in
reaching a pair of rings. Bit needs
plenty of speeding up to make it more
effective.

Crowd showed its liking for the aerial
bit at close, but sent the boys off with
only spasmodic applause. J. M.

Allan and Croel

Reviewed at the Orpheum. Style—
Comedy. Setting—In one. Time—Twelve
minutes.

Al Allan and Lillian Croel make a
nifty little comedy team. Altho their
act is far from surefire now, it has swell
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possibilities. Both are good performers
and their comedy is light and frothy
besides having considerable originality.
The act is still rough, however, and has
its dull moments. Polished up and with
more playing time, it should shape up
into a strong deuce act.

Allan is a lanky youth who parks him-
self at a stool attached to a small trick
piano. From this position he does his
comedy, which consists mostly of mug-
ging, gagging and prop comedy with the
piano. The piano has a lot of tricky
gadgets attached which are all good for
a laugh. The girl is a cute and buxom
little miss who sings and dances a little
and does straight to Allan’s clowning.
She does a couple of costume changes
which heighten interest in her and
otherwise makes a capable foil for Allan.

In deuce spot here, the light comedy
and the gay delivery combined to draw
plenty of laughs, the act closing to a
fair hand. P. D.

Jean White

Reviewed at the Prospect. Style—Com-
edy, imitations and singing. Setting—In
one. Time—Fourteen minutes.

Jean White shows possibilities of de-
veloping into a nifty comedienne, but
right now she has good ideas and ma-
terial, but insufficient technique to put
them over. She does five numbers, all
obviously specials, but does not squeeze
full results out of them. With more
work, perhaps, she will be able to polish
the act into something really sparkling.
When caught here her voice almost
rasped and killed most of the singing.

She comes out in a stunning white
and green gown and starts off with a
satire on radio broadcasting. Then
comes an impersonation of Chevalier,
which is weak. This is followed by a
song recitation about the pity of being
One of the Janes in the Chorus. Then
a song-talk about a poor little gal who
is always out of a job. For a closing
number she does an I'd Like To Be

(See NEW ACTS on page 57)

Morris Agency Again
Gets RKO Franchise

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Martin Beck,
managing director of RKO vaudeville, to-
day invited the William Morris Agency
to trade on the circuit’s booking floor.
This makes the second time the Morris
office has had an RKO franchise in a
year. Charles Freeman, when booking
manager, issued one and then revoked it
a week later.

Beck, in explaining his action to
Maurice Rose, chalrman of the Agents’
Association, said that he could see no
reason why an outfit like the Morris
Agency should not be represented on the
RKO floor. The franchise is to take ef-
fect immediately.

Last time the Morris Agency received
an RKQ franchise it gave up the privi-
lege to trade on the Loew booking floor.
Marvin Schenck. Loew booking manager,
today would not make a ruling on the
matter until it was brought before him
officially.

Plunkett Suit Is Filed

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.-—The Joseph
Plunkett suit against RKO for $24.375
has been filed in Supreme Court. The
former general manager of RKO theaters
claims breach of contract, saying his
contract was to run to January 21 and
at a salary of $45,000 a year. He was
dismissed July 9 without cause, he
claims.

RKO Contracts To Play
Entire Columbia Output

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.-RKO has closed
a deal to play the entire Columbia
product next season. This includes 48
features and a series of shorts, playing
the entire RKO Circuit.

The deal assures a national outlet for
Columbia and strengthens RKO’s posi-
tion.

Usherets Flood RKO Offices

NEW YORK. Aug. 1.—The RKO office
here today was flooded with girls looking
for jobs as usherets, but the circuit will
not replace the male ushers except in
Cincinnati. Herschel Stuart, director of
field operations, stated that the in-
stallation of nsherets will not become a
national policy because the circuit looks
toward the ushers for its future man-
agers.

World Radio Histo

Franklin Denies Zohbel
Is Leaving RKO Forces

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—H. B. Franklin,
plesldent of Keith-Albee-Orpheum, today
denied rumors that Herman Zohbel,
treasurer of RKO, was slated to leave
that organization and resume his post
as auditor o2 the United States Leather
Company.

Zohbel left the latter spot three years
ago, when hz went to the circuit with
Hiram S. Brcwn, who switched from the
presidency o: the leather outfit to that
of RKO. Brown, replaced early in the
year by M. H. Aylesworth, remained as
adviser to the new president until last
weck, then turned in his resignation.

Palace Shows a Profit

NEW YORX, Aug. 1.—The Palace last
week grossed close to $15,000, for a profit
of $500. Tke nut, with Roar of the
Dragon in or: a percentage, was a little
more than $14,000.

Once by the percentage pictures, and
it has had three in a row, with Bring 'Em
Back Alive, Foar of the Dragon and the
current Wheat Price Hollywood?, the
Palace’s week.y total expense will average
$12.000.
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Broadway Burly Battle
Now Going Full Blast

NEW YORK, July 30.—Broadway’s own
burlesque battle got under way with the
opening of the Gaiety, which makes its
debut as a burly stand, and the re-
sumption of burlesque at the Central,
one block above in Longacre Square.

Galety is operated by Abe Minsky and
the Raymonds in association with the
newly formed Empire Burlesque Asso-
ciation, Inc., while the Central continues
in the hands of Herbert and Morton
Minsky and Joe Weinstock. Altho the
Central has a larger cast, the Gaiety
appears to be a natural drop in spot and
has been packing them in since the
opening show last night. Prices are
down to rock-bottom, with a 75-cent tops
for evenings at both houses and a 55-
cent tops for matinees. Shows are con-
tinuous. The Minsky name is being used
by both stands. Central and Republic,
near by, are both billing “Billy Minsky’'s"”
and as the original of the name. Ahe
Minsky, one of the brothers, was the
original operator of the National Winter
Garden downtown, where the family
started its burly career.

Grand, Los Angeles, Closes
Burlesque Until the Fall

1L.OS ANGELES, July 30.—The Grand
Theater, burlesque, closed with its bur-
lesque company after a two-year run
with the same stock company. House,
owned and operated by R. Pallais, will
show Mexican pictures during the sum-
mer and revert back to its burlesque
policy in the fall. Sam Goldberg, who
produced the Grand shows, has taken
the company over to the Majestic, where
he produces the burlesque revues.

Dalton Bres. Open
New L. A. Theater

LOS ANGELES, July 30.— Midnight
marks the opening of another burlesque
house on L. A’s Broadway, making the
fifth burlesque spot in this puritanical
city. Dalton Brothers, operators of the
Follies burlesque theater on Main street,
have taken a long-time lease on the
Arcade Theater on Broadway and are
tonight opening it with a burlesque
company of 75 people.

House has been dark a week while new
scenery is being built and installed.
Will operate with combination policy of
feature pictures and 1l,-hour burlesque
shows four times daily.

Placements

SCHUSTER BOOKING AGENCY,
Chicago, Milt Schuster, manager.

New York, Republic—Russell Trent and
Lillian Murray, Charles Hendricks, Mary
Sunde and Jack Greenman.

Detroit, National——Harvey Curzon.

Indianapolis, Mutual—May Kennedy.

Chicago, State-Congress—Ruby Lang,
Frances Parks and Halene Davis.

Burlesque Review

Gaiety Theater, New York
(Reviewed Saturday Night, July 30)
The debut of the Gaiety as a burly
stand, coincidental with the beginning
of A. B. Minsgy and the Raymonds in
a partnership, tseems destined to be
crowned with success. For there hasn't
been a vacant seat except momentarily
all day and thruout the evening per-
formances. House is most advantageous
spot on Broadway for this type of show.
It is perfect for transients and has a
marquee that is unobstructed from any
angle in Longacre Square. Lobby is at-
tractively done a la Folies Bergere, giv-
ing it a real Frenchy atmosphere, while
the feminine ticket takers and ushers
are garbed in abbreviated costumes, fur-
ther carrying out the Gay Paree motif.
Show as produced by Freddy Clark is
a brilllant piece of work, bheing very

Address all Burlesque news items
and communications to M. H.
Shapiro, The Billboard, 251 West
42d street, New York City.
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colorful, entertaining and artisticatly
presented. Three strip numbers only
are offered during the running time of
nearly two hours, which in itself is a
new departure in local burly circles.
Comedy is more than enough, while the
ballets and numbers done by tne chorus
consistently built the show. Ensemble
is the same 24 that ihe Raymonds
brought from Chicago recently for the
Brighton Beach house, and it is in a
class by itself, insofar as burlesque is
concerned, this season or any other.
Versatility is its middle name, and each
routine is done with little apparent ef-
fort, adding considerable class to the
production.

One or two among the male principals
might be considered a little weak on de-
livery, but it would take more than this
to keep this show down. Comics are
Harry Clexx, Charles (Red) Marshall,
Harry Stratton and Happy Hyatt. First
two are more or less eccentric, the third
is Jew comic, and last mentioned the
fat boy. who seems to be coveted oc-
casionally. Al Golden does most of the
straight work; Murray Leonard, also
straight; Carl Carlos, tenor, does some
talk, and Art Harrison is character man.
Women are Billie Shaw, Peggy Reynolds
and Bubbles Yvonne, doing the Strip
spectalties; Carol Gale is the prim, and
Barbara Terry, talk woman. Strips ap-
peared in the reverse order as named,
and Miss Yvonne should be credited with
a show-stop excepting that the show
refused to be held up at the time in
qguestion. Miss Reynolds did not waste
any time, but gave them the works in
short order, and she always has plenty
to give. Miss Shaw, clad in an attractive
gold cloth and lace costume, delivered
her sock specialty toward the close of
the show and handed out some of her
own particular technique, which is un-
usually effective. Neryda, Oriental
dancer, trotted out one number, which
she did with a real live snake, while sev-
eral well-chosen vaudeville acts greatly
strengthened the entertainment. These
included Brenck's Golden Horse, which
appeared in an Indian posing nuimber;
Joe Bonell, dancing saxophonist, and
Jack Silver and Company, two men and
a girl, who danced and did a clever
hand-to-hand balancing routine, as well
as help in other spots. The Delmar Sis-
ters also contributed several neat num-
bers.

Many of the scenes were done as
blackouts and the majority were of the
usual run of burly fare, but of the better
grade. At least, they were well produced.
These included the subway scene with
Hap Hyatt and others of the principals;
the “Parley Vous” scene, with Hyatt,
Golden, Harrison and some of the wom-
en; dope bit, with Stratton, Marshall and
Murray; Indian Divorce by Clexx and
Murray; the hospital scene, and the “re-
hearsal,” with Golden working from the
orchestra aisle and Clexx, Murray and
others on the stage. In all of her bits
Miss Terry did very well, and being quite
tall and striking she had little trouble
in commanding attention. While some
of the big sceneg seemed a little too
long at times, they were productive of
numerous laughs, nevertheless. Last but
not least, there is a hot orchestra in the
pit directed by Willie Crieger, an ex-
cellent musician with a high sense of
comedy, who gets many legitimate
laughs. SHAP.

Burly Briefs

RADIANA (Trudy De Ring) has re-
turned to Broadway after an absence of
several months and is looking trimmer
and slimmer than ever.

ERIN JACKSON cheerfully announces
she expects to be back in New York
shortly and is spending the current week
i Oswego, N. Y., c. 0. G. D.

BEA BAXTER opened July 30 at the
Mutual Theater, Indianapolis.

EDDIE COLLINS. featured comic at
the Follies, Los Angeles, for the Dalton
Brothers. reports the show at that house
great and business excellent.

TOOTS BRAWNER, strip sensation of
the Middle West. is vacationing at her
father’'s farm at Murray Bay, Can. Miss
Brawner has flattering offers from both
of the Minsky factions for next season
if she decides to desert her present boss,
Arthur Clamage, of the Avenue Theater,
Detroit.

HAZEL MILLER is still pursuibg a
policy of watchful waiting at her cot-
tage on Lake Hopatcong’s shores. Thus

amy

far Miss Miller’s services has been bid
for by H. K. Minsky, Abe Minsky; War-
ren Irons, of Chicago, and Dalton
Brothers, of Los Angeles.

JEAN WILLIAMS closed at the Irving
Place July 30 and is going to her home
in Indianapolis before accepting a fall
engagement.

ALLEN GILEERT, the w.-k. number
producer, is at his home in Cleveland
and may join the Herk offices next sea-
son as one of the producers.

ANN CORIO is still recuperating from
her recent illness a’ aner home on Long
Island Sound. Mi-. Corio will, as in past
seasons, probably be seen with the
“Girls in Blue” of the big circuit.

JOE CATALANO, former treasurer of
the old Mutual Wheel, is angling for a
N. Y. house for next season.

ISSY HIRST, Philadelphia’s burlesque
magnate, was in N. Y. last week and
dropped in to see the show at the
Republic Theater and pronounced it the
“last word” in burlesque production.

LENA DALEY, former featured fem of
the old Columbia Wheel, has returned
from her trip to Hawaii and is now
domiciled at her home in Baraboo, Wis.

JOHN GRANT, w.-k. straight man, is
now H. K. Minsky’s first assistant in
production at the Republic Theater.

LOIS FRASER, prim, now living in
Chicago, has been booked for the Apollo
Theater, N. Y., for next season.

HINDA WASSAU, long a favorite on
the Mutual Circuit, has been signed by
Billy Rose for his forthcoming musical
production. Rube Bernstein, Miss Was-
sau’s husband, closed the deal.

JEAN LA VERNE, for the last four
years a member of the cast of the
Avenue, Detroit stock house, is reported
to be seriously ill in Cleveland, where she
went recently.

ARTHUR CLAMAGE, owner of the
Gayety and Avenue theaters, Detroit, is
back at his desk after two weeks of
hobbling on crutches as a result of in-
juries sustained when his airplane
crashed recently near Jackson, Mich. He
is now fully recovered.

COLLETTE closed a run of 14 weeks
at the State-Congress Theater last week
and is now vacationing in the Windy
City.

Gibbons for News Coverage

NEW YORK, July 30.—At the request
of the Hearst chain of newspapers Floyd
Gibbons was pulled out of Chicago,
where he was due to open today at the
Palace, to cnable him to cover the rout
of the B. E. F. from Washington by U. S.
troops. This was to be Gibbons’ only
week in vaude in the Midwest. Gibbons
was turned down by Morgan Ames,
divisional manager under Ascher Levey,
for a week in Kansas City. Ames did
not believe the w.-k. correspondent was
worth the $3,000 salary asked.

Philly Managers Change

PHILADELPHIA, July 30.—A sudden
managerial shift this week brings Frank
Buhler, former Stanley Company of
America official, as manager of the Fox
Theater here in place of Dave Idzal, who
has held the post for over five years.
Idzal goes to the Fox Theater in Detroit.

Buhier was prominent in the affairs of
the Stanley Company before Warner
Brothers absorbed the chain, and for
several years was manager of the Stanley
Theater. He was also vice-president of
the A. R. Boyd Enterprises when that
company ran Keith's two years ago dur-
ing the period of Paramount’s fight with
Stanley-Warner product. At that time
Keith's was ihe Paramount first-run
outlet here.

Paris Usherettes’ War

PARIS, July 256.—The usherettes of the
Paris theaters have formed a union and
are out to battle the holders of cloak-
room, program and ushering concessions.
The ushers in a majority of the Paris
houses not only depend entirely on tips,
but are obliged to pay from 40 to 80
cents a day for the privilege of working
and various sums monthly for the use of
costumes.

Readying New Padlock
Law for Los Angeles

LOS ANGELES, Aug. 1.—L. A’s much
talked of “clean up” ordinance has been
turned over to Erwin P. Werner, city
attorney, by City Council, with instruc-
tions to prepare an ordinance giving the
police commission power to padlock any
place of amusement the management of
which has been convicted in court of
staging an indecent performance.

The council’s welfare committee recom-
mended the measure after a thoro in-
vestigation dquring which representatives
of Fox, Paramount, Warners and RKO
were called in for advice and discussion
of the matter.

Circuits had objected to wording of the
first proposed ordinance inasmuch as it
used the words “any theater.” Point
held was that the term was too general,
as the legislation was aimed only as
stand-up girl shows and burlesque
houses on Main street.

Clarence E. Coe, chairman of the Pub-
lic Welfare Committee, told The Billboard
today that the proposed ordinance in
no way will give the police commission
the power of censorship over theatrical
performances. Before any theater can
be padlocked the producers and opera-
tors must first be brought before a court
of competent jurisdiction and proof on
the claims shown.

Memphis Has Kid Matinees

MEMPHIS, Tenn., Aug. 1.—Thru co-
operation of the recently formed Mem-
phis Better Films Council, headed by
Mrs. L. S. Akers, the Orpheum Theater
is presenting a serles of morning mat-
inees of films intended especially for
children.

Plan is to have one such picture
booked in each month, to run a week at
a time, one show daily at small prices.
First picture was Alice in Wonderland
in June. During the present week the
Orpheum is showing as the July chil-
dren’s vacation movie Puss in Boots.

Manager Bernard Thomas has been
delighted with the success of the plan
from both a financial and a good-will
standpoint.

Hillstreet May Go Grind

L.OS ANGELES, July 30.—The RKO
Hillstreet as a 15-cent grind house seems
imminent if chatter around RKO can
be relied upon. House, which formerly
played RKO units and then unsuccess-
fully switched to a band presentation
policy, has been dark for past three
weeks. It is understood that it costs
RKO about $2,000 a week to keep it
dark. To put in a 15-cent grind would
only run the “nut” up to $3,500. Of-
ficials feel that such a policy would not
only cover the “nut” but might put the
house on the proper side of the ledger
sheet.

Lightning Hits Theater

FITCHBURG, Mass., Aug. 1.—Whalom
Park summer theater, home of the For-
rest Abbott Players, was struck by light-
ning Sunday afternoon. Several mem-
bers of the company lost wardrobe in the
fire resultitig. Damage is not large. The
stock company will give a performance
as usual tonight.

TIA Local Wants Work

HIBBING, Min., July 30.—The IATSE
Local .No. 487 has petitioned the city
council that in the future when the
recreation building is used for presenta-
tion of shows and the like members of
the local be given employment. John H.
Rolph, business manager of the union,
was advised that the request had been
granted and the custodian of the Memo.
rial Euilding advised of the action.

Skouras Shifts Managers

NEW YORK, Aug. 1.—Spyros Skouras
put thru several managerial switches this
week. Charles Carroll, manager of the
Audubon, and Bill Corum, manager of
the Academy, have switched jobs. 8.
Caruso replaces Charles Stracoch at the
Crotona, Bronx, and Peter Mann has been
made managey of the Granada, Corona.

Publix Deposits Funds

NEW YORK, Aug. 1. — Paramount
Publix has deposited with the Chase Na-
tional Bank funds in payment of the
coupon due today om its 5§l per cent
gold debentures.
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New Booking Combine Gives

Hope to Indies on the Road

Leighton and Leffler expect that decrease in competi-
tion will aid chances of small and lower-priced attractions
Jormerly afraid to take chance of tour

NEW YORK, July 30 —Road conditions as far as the smaller indie houses are
concerned are expected to be greatly improved, according to Victor Leighton, of

Leighton and Leffler, indie house bookers.

Leighten roints cut that with the major

circuits amalgamating their houses for the purpose of single show booking in each
town, as compared to the cutthroat tactics of the past, the houses not included in
the new bcoking combine will be left with less competition. Allowing that the
better shows will play United booking time, Leighton still feels that a host of usher

shows which during the last five seasons
were afraid of bucking two or more shows
in a town will now be in a position to
accept bookings.

That an abundance of shows will be
ready for the road after playing in New
York is a strong possibility, dye to the
fact that, altho attractions playing either
Shubert or Erlanger houses are forced to
book thru the United clrcuit, at least
60 per cent of the New York houses are
now being booked independently, and as
attractions playing therein are not bound
by any contracts with the major chains,
they are free to book thru Leighton and
Leffler.

A lower scale of prices will probably be
charged inn what would be considered the
“secend string” houses Because of the
lessening of booking competition in the
houses thruout the country, it is thought
that many more shows will have a chance
of existing, due to the fact that the indie
house owner cn the road can figure on a
better gross than would have been pos-
sible in the past, when if he did book a
show in independently of either the Shu-
terts or the Erlangers, he might then
find that the two chains had booked
competitive attractions, which while
hvurting each other also hurt his chances.

There is also a possibility of inner circle
booking circuits springing up in various
parts of the country similar to that re-
cently organized by Robert McLaughlin,
with headquarters in Cleveland. Mec-
Laughlin intends to organize a circuit of
seven cities to play attractions originally
produced at his Ohio Theater.

Victor Leighton and George Leffler eacn
formerly headed the bocking offices of
the Erlangers and formed their inde-
pendent booking office early last season
for the purpose of aiding managers to
book shows in New York indie houses
and to offer their advice on road-booking
matters. But with the recent consolida-
tion of both large companies, the angle
of personally booking New York attrac-
tions on the road will be used and Leigh-
ton hopes to have the booking contracts
of at least 80 theaters in the East.

Mormons Like “Pastures’

SALT LAKE CITY, July 30.—The Green
Pastures, the 1931 Pulitzer prize play.
played a three-night and Saturday
matinee engagement at the Victory Thea.
ter here July 21, 22 and 23. For a hot
summer season with no special prepara-
tions for cooling this house, which has
been closed for over a month, the at-
tendance was remarkable, In spite of
prices ranging from $2.75 to $1.10 for
nights and $220 to 55 cents for the
matinee. The play did 30 per cent more
business than Ethel Barrymore, who
played in cold weather here.

This was the first road show and legiti-
mate attraction Salt Lake City has had
for months.

Moses in Director Quandary

NEW YORK, July 30.—No director as
yet set by Harry Moses for his forthcom-
ing American production of J. B. Priest-
ley’s current London play, Dangerous
Corners. Burk Symon, who staged
Moses’ last show, The Warrior’s Husband,
is being considered, provided he can get
thru with his present assignments. An-
other possibility is Harold Winston, who
last directed A Kiss for Cinderella and
previous to that Brass Ankles. Colin
Keith-Johnson only actor set to date.

Wintz Putting Two
Attractions on Tour

MT. CLEMENS, Mich., Aug. 1.—George
E. Wintz, who is vacationing here, has
two shows definitely set for the coming
season. Discussing his plans now under
way, he said:

“I have all set for Elmer Rice’s Left
Bank, record play of last season in New
York, which will play all the larger cities,
including a return to New York, and
Billy Bryant’s Showboat Company, now
being booked in all cities. The Showboat
Company will open about October 24 in
Cleveland or Detroit, will go as far west
as Denver and will play a return engage.
ment in Chicago.

“An entire new production is being
built for the road and Bryant will present
a series of plays in each town, including
East Lynne, Ten Nights, Hamlet, The
Fatal Wedding and Uncle Tom’s Cabin.
We have planned to spend two or three
weeks 1n each city, opening with 7Ten
Nights and having the audience select
the play for the second week. The un-
selected plays will be given at matinees
and we will finish up with Hgmlet.”

Warner Raids Legit Ranks

NEW YORK, July 30.—Warner Bros.,
thru their Eastern casting director, Max.
well Arnow, have signed four legit acvors
on one-picture contracts. James Bell
and Harold Huber are slated for I Am a
Fugitive, the former to return here im-
mediately afterwards for a legit play. Ed-
ward J. McNamara, well known for his
policeman roles, has been signed for a
similar part. Edward Ellis, character
actor last in Inside Story, has been en-
gaged to play in The Oldtimer.

And Usher?

LONDON, July 19.—When the Notting
Hill Dramatic Society played The Rising
Generation at Faling, near London,
Marcelle Napler, aged 20, produced the
play, acted as stage manager, business
manager and advertising manager and at
the last minute was called upon to play
the leading part. She was prompted
only once during the performance.

FGITIVMAT
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RITA BURGESS GOULD, one of
the principals of “Long Live the
King,” now in rehearsal for an early
opening at the Vanderbilt Theater,
New York.

“Chrysalis” Looks Good

NEW YORK. July 30.—Chrysalis, by
Rose Albert Porter, is the third play to
be tried out this summer by Lawrence
Langner's New York Repertory Company.
It was staged by Theresa Helburn, who
owns the rights to the production. Play
is considered to have a fine chance for
a successful run in town next season,
and already has been sought by picture
companjes. Story concerns a wealthy
girl’s desire to do things outside of her
stilted social sphere and portrays her
experiences when she interests herself in
two underworld characters. Interwoven
theme in the play raps the injustice of
the modern criminal reform system for a
fine theatrical effect and provides sev-
eral exciting scenes. The play is in 11
scenes and was effectively staged. Pres-
ent plans indicate that the play will be
included in Langher’s proposeg season of
repertory similar to which he operated
here last year.

Ziegfeld’s Debts To Be Paid

NEW YORK, July 30.—The business af-
fairs of the late Florenz Ziegfeld as far
as his two recent shows, Hot-Cha and
Show Boat, were concérned are in excel-
lent condition. This was declared by
A. C. Blumenthal, who assumed charge
of Show Boat shortly before the pro-
ducer's death. At a meeting this week
of the creditors of the F-Z Corporation,
which operated the two shows, Blumen-
thal promised to pay the ocutstanding
debts of approximately $22,000 from the
possible profits of Show Boat, which is
current at the Casino Theater.

Nothing will be done for the general
settlement of Ziegfeld's estate, as a whole,
until the arrival in New York of Billie
Burke, who at present is at work in
Hollywood on a picture.

Playbrokers Restricting Sale
To Managers With Ready Cash

NEW YORK, July 30.-—“Prove you have
the production money or you can’'t buy
the play” is now the playbrokers’ theme
song. No longer will the better agents
merely sell a script for the nominal $500
advance. This situation was brought on
after the brokers discovered that many
of their best plays were tied up and the
producers couldn’'t raise the money to
put them on.

The agents report that so far this sea-
son most of the plays that have been
sold were to comparative newcomers in
the business, with the old guard hard put
to it to prove to the agents’ satisfaction
that a script would be produced before
2 specified date. The agents point out
that the customary contract between
authors and producers allows the pro-

ducer six months’ time in which to do
the play. This period is too long, con-
sidering the extreme shortness of the
present theatrical season, and if a man-
ager finds that he can't raise the money
before the expiration of the contract and
drops his option it is generally too late
for the agent to resell the play. Many
of the agents now demand that the pro-
ducers take a play on not more than a
six-week option.

Furthermore. due to many recent plays
having suffered at the hands of cheap
and shoddy production, the brokers
sometimes reserve to themselves the
privilege of supervising the physical
aspects of the show. and in many cases
insert in contracts that they are to have
the right to pass on the cast and director.

City.

Rumor Fixel
Decision Set

Reports claim favorable
verdict for claimant of
share af Erlanger estate

NEW YORK, July 30.—Theatrical cir-
cles this week learned from what were
supposed to be exclusive “inside’ sources
that Charlotte Fixel would be awarded
a decision declaring her to have been
the common-law wife of the late A. L.
Erlanger. While this news was branded
as immature by Surrogate John P.
O’Brien, he did not deny that his deci-
sion would favor the claimant.

Samuel Untermeyer, who with Isador
Kresel defendsd the estate, when in-
formed of what was supposed to be the
Surogate’s decision, declared that even
if it had been made “it wasn’'t worth
a hill of beans.” The decision if in
favor of Miss Fixel, however, merely will
serve to give her the right to bring a
suit for a share of the estate. It is
expected that her first action will be to
force an accounting of the assets, which
last May seemed to have dropped from
what was first reported to be in the
neighborhood of $75.000,000 to $124.50.
The latter amount was fixed by Saul J.
Baron, temporary administrator, in a
preliminary survey.

Surrogate OBrien's decision, if it has
been truly reported, concludes the first
round of what promises to be one of the
most bitterly fought battles over a will
in the history of the New York courts
and which has aroused the interest of
all the old-time showmen, many of
whom had business dealings with the
lIate legit mogul and in many cases had
had dealings with Miss Fixel. She con-
tended during the long-drawn-out legal
fight, which had engaged the attention
of the press fcr 12 weeks, that she had
known the old showman for 28 years and
had been married to him via the common-
law route for 12 years prior his death.

Legit managers who had known the
late showman predict that in any event,
even if Miss Fixel were to win the suit
establishing her as the rightful recipient
of one-third of the estate, she will find
to her dismay that never at any time
had Erlanger ever held much property
in his own name. He had usually
assigned his holdings to his two sisters
and brother, and had only retained the
voting power of the stocks and collected
their earnings during his lifetime.

“Cat and Fiddle” on Coast

LOS ANGELZS, July 30.—Belasco &
Curran have penciled in Cat and Fiddle
to follow current run of Reunion in
Vienna at the 1bcal Belasco Theater. Re-
union opened July 25 and is expected to
last thru the Clympic games.

Cat and Fiddle opens at the Curran
Theater in Sar Francisco August 1 and
will come here after the Frisco engage-
ment.

Coast versior: was produced by Edgar
MacGregor, with Helen Gahagan and
Olga Baclanova, film name, heading the
cast. Other p.ayers are Paul Gregory,
Inez Courtney, Armand Kaliz, Edgar
Norton, Sam Atsh and Rodney McLennan,

War Play for London

LONDON. July 19.—Flieger, the Ger-
man war play centered around the ex-
rloits of the famous German air “ace.”
Baron von Richthofen, will be presented
in London early in the fall, with Conrad
Veidt, eminent German actor, in the
principal role. The play will be titled
Airmen for London presentation.

New Playbroker in Field

NEW YORK July 30.—A new play-
broker has entered the legit field in the
person of a young Englishwoman named
Ann Renova. Her first sale was negotiated
with the Chester Erskin office for the

rights to the dramatization of Two Live
iy, One Dead,
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By Eugene Burr
T'S WITH no chortling of malicious glee
that this column reperts that its mid-
winter croakings have been borne out.
On a Broadway that is more like a de-
serted village than the so-called drama-
center of the world, just six legitimate
shows are offered to the customers. When
vour reporter, half a year ago, said that
there would come a time this summer
when just half a dozen attractions would
be open, it was with grim certitude that
the prediction was offered, but the ac-
complished fact strikes home none the
less. Not in the present theatrical gen-
eration has the number of New York
shows been so low. Last summer, amid
weeping and wailing and gnashing of
teeth, a new low was established at 12.
This vear it has been cut in half—and it
ray be cut even further before the fall
reinforcements (if there are any rein-
forcements) come to bolster up a beaten
field.

It doesn’t seem so long ago that sum-
mer visitors coming into New York—
which they used to do in droves—were
cenfronted with a varied and overpower-
ing array of amusements from which to
choose. With wrinkled brows they went
thru the theatrical columns deciding
which of the plays they could manage to
squeeze in during their stay. Now if they
sfay a week there are just enough plays
to fill the evenings, and for matinees
they'll have to go to the movie palaces,
the product of which is just as good in
the old home town, or to burlicue shows,
which may just possibly start once more
tae old legend that New York is a modern
iniquity sink. New York only wishes
that it were. Even an inquity sink is
better than a bed of burnt-out cinders.

HE state of Broadway in general is re-
vealed by the fact that a certain
Times Square hotel is offering two-

night and three-day accommodations to
tourists for less than $10. And the price
includes—hold your breath—two break-
fasts, two luncheons, a sight-seeing trip,
a visit to a night club, a ticket to a
Broadway show, and, of course, the in-
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evitable radio in every room. A few years
ago there were more summer visitors than
the hotels could accommodate. Now the
Broadwayside inns are advertising in
country papers and offering premiums.

Incidentally, one wonders just what
shows the visitors to the hostelry will see.
The ad says that they can have their
choice of a number of current New York
successes. Aside from the fact that, with
two possible exceptions, there are no cur-
rent Broadway successes, the choice is
probably restricted. It's fairly safe to say
that a good number of the customers are
being shunted into the Waldorf, where
the revival of That's Gratitude is eking
out a bare existence on the cut-rates and
two-for-ones.

UST six shows remain on a Broadway
where, a few years ago, 20 shows in mid-

summer was considered alarming. The
tired remnant of the winter’'s band in-
cludes the above-mentioned That’s Grati-
tude, which can hardly expect to keep up
the struggle much beyond the start of
the new season: Bridal Wise, the con-
tinuance of which has been something of
a shock to this addled commentator, and
which, as far as he can see, must be de-
pending for its customers upon the ef-
forts of little Jackie Kelk, the kid actor
who turns in such a grand job; The Cat
and the Fiddle, Max Gordonh’s musical,
which, by dint of cuts, cast changes and
what have vou, may just possibly weather
the hot spell; Oy Thee I Sing, the musical
which won the Pulitzer Prize, a swell
show no matter how you take it—and
which, incidentally, has good hopes of
continuing to lampoon presidential
campalgns until the frosts of Christmas;
Another Language, Broadway's only
spring success, which also hopes to re-
main a candidate when the new scason
gets under way, and the revival of Show
Bcat, which is continuing on after the
sudden and untimely death of its spon-
sor, Florenz Ziegfeld,

It is doubtful that the nominal start, of
the new season will see any great influx
of reinforcements to the embattled six.
There may be a summer turk or two pro-
duced carly in August, but that's about
all. The fall shows will probably start
later than ever this year, and before
they begin coming in you can expect still
further cuts in the number of legitimate
productions running on Broadway.

And what next winter will be like it's
impossible to foretell.

Bein Fantasy Goes Well
In Philadelphia Opening

PHILADELPHIA, July 30.—Albert Bein,
whose play Little Old Boy is on the
Dunning-Abbott producing schedule for
the coming Broacdway season, was rep-
resented in the repertory of Hedgerow
Theater in Rose Valley, on the outskirts
of Philadelphia, by a new play, The
Heavenly Express, which seems to have
strong possibilities on thq commerclal
stage.

It is fantasy, a dangerous venture in
the modern theater, but it has enough
novelty and enough real characterization
to make it a possibility for Broadway.
Locale is the Southwest, and the leading
characters are trainmen and hoboes, be-
tween whom there is a friendly alliance
in spite of the objections of road bosses.
Opening scene has some realistic char-
acters and dialog, interrupted by the
note of supernatural mystery when an un.
fathomable train is reported on the loose
all over the Western lines.

It develops thru the fantasy that this
is the “heavenly express” sent down to
gather up the souls of dead hoboes and
their adherents to waft them to eternal
Vagabondia, where there is nothing to do
and there are little rivulets of whisky
and rock candy mountains all over the
place. The train is heralded by a new
sort of Angel of Death, a tattered young
hobo who comes down to prepare
“Granny,” hospitable railroad boarding-
house mistress who has never turned
down a ’bo’s request for a handout, for
her ride to heaven. Bein has a good
sense of drama and the play offers all
sorts of opportunity for unique staging.

Heiman on Theater Survey

NEW YORK, July 30.—No final de-
cisions have been reached by Marcus
Heiman, Jules Murry and Augustus Pitou,
officers of the newly founded United
Booking Office, as to which theaters will
be used in the new circuit. Heiman, head
of the companv, 1s at present in Chicago,
vihere he is attending the wedding of
his nephew and at the same time will
look nver the situation in regard to the
mid-Western houses. He is also expected
to make a complete survey of the larger
houses controlled by the booking office.

PRESS RELEASES

(The more important managerial Qne
nouncements sent out to the press
during the week)

Arthur Block, manager of the Winter
Garden Theater, will present a play by
Abraham Blum called I Want a Child.

Howard Inches announces that the
first play on his fall schedule will be a
drama by Margaret Crosby Munn called
The Passionate Pilgrim. The play deals
with Willlam Shakespeare at the age
of 20.

Redwoods, a play by John Dudley, will
be presented in September by George H.
Brennan.

George Abbott and Philip Dunning an.
ncunce that Lilly Turner is now the title
of their play which was formerly known
as Lilly.

J. J. Shubert has acquired the rights to
Raymond Van Sickle's play, Best Years.
The piece was tried out last week at
Elizabeth Miele's Sharon Stock Company.

Ted Koehler and Harold Arlen will
write the music for the new edition of
Earl Carroll's Vanities.

Frank Conroy has acquired the rights
to Owen Davis' new play, The Harbor
Light.

Dmitri Ostrov announces he will pro-
duce two plays this coming season. The
first will be Prisoner’'s Base, by Jerome
Dreyfuss, and the second a play by Con-
rad Seller called Censored.

Ray Bartlett is preparing a play called
Egstside for early production. The au-
thor is Denis Connolly.

The Actors’ Dinner Club served a total
of 82,679 meals, of which 53,741 were
given free to needy members of the pro-
fession, since its inception.

CAST ENGAGEMENTS

Ruth Gilkert, Nina Mac McKinney, Ada
May and Marion Eddy for Folies Bergere
(Max Rudnick).

Pauline Moore tor Tiger Hour (Arthur
J. Beckhard).

Mitzi Mayfair and June Knight for
Humpty-Dumpty (Schwab and DeSylva).

Hope Williams for There Was I (Arthur
Hopkins).

Ernest Glendenning, Henry O'Neill,
Worthington L. Romaine, Louis Sorin,
Margaret Tebeau, Calvin Thomas, Edward
Corebrook, Hans Hansen, Kirk Ames and
Murray Alper for She Went (Alexander
McKaig).

James Bell, John Litel and Douglas
Dumbrille for Lily Turner (Abbott and
Dunning).

Shows Opening
The Devil's Little Game (Province-

town), August 1, presented by Alexander
Burke.

Chamberlain Brown’s Scrap Book (Am.
bassador), August 1, presented by Cham-
berlain Brown.

Page Pygmalion (Btjou),
presented by Alan Morrill.

Show Closing

July 25: The Chameleon (8).

August 3,
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