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The Gustomer Is
Always Right!

PRESS

“A worthy and indispensable
record.” Burns Mantle.

“Most complete bcok of its
kind. A very valuable record.”
Walter Winchell.

‘'Enormously valuable and most
complcte.” $
Joseph Wood Krutch,
The Nation.

“A book everyone connected
with the theater should have.”
George Brinton Beal,
Boston Sunday Post.

“Extremely useful in looking up
items.” Jimmy Starr,
Los Angeles Herald Express.

*“nformation handily arranged.

! can't imagine doing without the
INDEX.”" john Anderson,
N. Y. Evening Journal.

“My most valuable reference
book.” Colvin McPherson,
St. Louis Post Dispatch.

“Handiest theatrical reference
book-—the only one easily avail-
able with extensive information in
concise form.” 3

Wm. J. Lewis,
Pitssun Telegraph.

"An indispensable record of the
theater.”’ Stirling Bowen,
Wall Street Journal.

USEFUL

1 shall find the INDEX use-
ful.””  Charles C. Moskowitz,
Loew's Incorporated.

*More useful and interesting
than ever before.”

Carol M. Sax.
“Will be most interesting and
useful.” M. D. Howe,

Fanchon & Marco Corporation,

“Index is indispensable to any-
one with an interest in the legiti-
mate theater.”

Winston Fowler.

LITTLE THEATERS

“Indispenseble in_my work as
directors of Little Theater.
many years.”

Frederic Ormonde.

“One of the most useful and
valuable of all publications for
directors of Little Theaters.

Edith J. R. lIsaacs,
Theatre Arts Monthly.

“We find the INDEX of in-
estimable value in checking plays
for our season's selections.
bible of authority and history.”

Fred S. Emmett,
Toledo, Ohio.

CASTING

“The INDEX is my chief aid in
casting.”
Brock Pemberton.
“The INDEX is the casting
agents’ ‘bible.” "

Robert C. Kennedy.

“Very helpful in making cast
sugfestions and checking up past
performances of artists.’

William H. Fulham.

LIBRARIES

“Library patrons are alays
waiting for the INDEX.”
Free Public Library,
Jacksonville, Fla.

“Answers many questions which
come to Drama Dept.”’
Public Library,
Detroit, Mich.

“A  valuable adjunct to our
Theater Library.”
Episcopal Actors” Guild.

“A permanent part of Cue’s
reference library.”
Cue Magazine.

" PRODUCERS
“A most valuable reference and
worthy of the effort.”
Geo. M. Cohan.

“No theatrical office should be

without one.”
Peter Mason,
Chas. Frohman, Inc.

“| consider it a valuable asset.”

Albert Bannister Productions.

COLLEGES

“A much needed link in every
phase of the profession.”

Alviene School of the Theater.

“An invaluable reference. Our
faculty and students use it con-
stantly.”

Glenn Hughes, Drama Director,
University of Washington.

“An indispensable reference
work for the student of the con-
temporary theater.”

Dr. R. G. Dawes,
Director of Dramatic Art,
hio University,
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MOTION PICTURES

“A copy of the INDEX will be
sent to each associate producer at
Universal City.”

John LeRoy Johnston,

“ shall not fail to speak of
the INDEX wherever | go.”
Ella King Adams,

De Mille Productions, Inc.

“| like it for its dignity as well

as for its store of information.”
Charies B. McDonald,

Radio Keith Orpheum Corp.

“It is a great value to us in
the motion picture industry.”
Don Hancock,

Castle Films.

“A veg{ valuable reference and
very handy.” Tom Baily,
Paramount Productions, Inc.

REFERENCE

*“A splendid job in recording
each season in the theater—a real
reference.”

Delmer Nightingale,
Hollywood, Calif.

“The best reference manual for
quick and accurate information.”’
Robert Broder,
New York, N. Y

“A priceless reference book for
the show business.”
Charles H. Dugan,
Utica, N. Y.

“The Index is the theater’s
World Almanac.”
Madeline Davidson,
New York, N. Y.

*‘A complete and accurate record
of our theater.”
Earl Alan Johnson,
Altoona, Pa.

VALUABLE

*“Most valuable in a most at-
tractive way."”
Frank Gillmore.

“The Index is helpful for the
valuable theatrical  information
contained in it.”

Troupers’ Club Association, Inc.

“Valuable now but think of its
value to historians,’”
Ben Smith, New York, N. Y.

"Indispensable! $5,000 worth
of information tor $1.”
Amelia Grain, Inc.

“More valuable to actors and
managers than Joe Miller’s joke
book is to radio.”

Joe Laurie Jr.,
New York, N. Y.
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LABOR LINES UP AGENTS

Gate at Toronto CNE Is Expected Control of The.ater Middlemen
To Soar Again With Break in Heat Rises; SAG, AFRA May License

TORONTO, Sept. 6.— Cool weather
moved into Torento late Saturday after-
noon, breaking the heat wave which had
been prevalent since the opening of the
Canadian National Exhibition. Morning
and afternoon attendance was down, but
cool breezes from the North brought
crowds in the evening. While the big
show continues to suffer decreases in
attendance, officials are of the opinion
that if cool weather continues losses
will be cut considerably. ;

Total decrease to date is 195,000. Cir-
cumstances which have tended to af-
fect the exhibition have deterred United
States visitors and to a certain extent
those from near-by Canadian cities.
But aside from. children, the Toronto

Michigan State
Shows Big

DETROIT, Sept. 6.— Michigan State
Falr, September 3-13, opened to tre-
mendous attendance increases over last
vear, With 100 per cent paid this year,
including even show people, working
here, Increased patronage is accredited to
a heavy publicity campaign, business-
like management of the new manager,
Frank N. Isbey, and high caliber of the
Colosseum show.

Colosseum played to 40,000 on Sunday.
It is estimated it will draw 200,000 In
the 10 days, featuring Ben Bernle, Wayne

throngs, on the word of gatemen and
park officials who have been on the job
each year for a quarter century, have
rarely If ever been greater. Imperial
Bank branch office on the grounds an-
nounced that deposits from exhibitors
were much higher than last year in spite
of the lowered attendance, showing more
money being spent this year,

Exhibits show the trend of better
{imes, with displays of high quality and
all available space taken. In full view
of thousands at the CNE water front, the
Imperial Alirways’ glant boat Cambria,
arriving from England, narrowly escaped
a crash when it smashed a pontoon in
the first landing in Lake Ontario of a

(See GATE AT TORONTO on page 83)

Fair’s Opening

Increases Over 1936

King, Ethel Shutta, Rufe Davis and
others, drawing higher class patronage.

Midway 1s doing good business and
concessioners so far appear pleased with
the pay-gate idea, altho new in Detroit.
Fcur concessions were closed on open-
ing day by Lester Potter, former police
censor, who was appointed to full charge
by Manager Isbey, and a strict edict is-
sued against gambling, exempting mer-
chandlise wheels.

Four name high aerlal acts provide

{See MICHIGAN STATE on page 89)

Four A Revamp To Provide

Sliding Scale,

Merged Units

°
Interchangeability eased by sliding scale—tightening up
of jurisdiction to be achieved thru absorption of smaller
units—drive for closed shop

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Logical steps to complete the reorganization of the
Assoclated Actors and Artistes of America, show biz performer-labor international
include adoption of Interchangeability, doubling of the per capita tax pald by
member unions, a sliding scale of dues for Actors’ Equity, an organization drive
to secure the closed shop for all the sister unions, and absorption of smaller units
by larger. Talks with Four A officlals have indicated that each of the above points
will be adopted in due time. Problem of interchangeability 18 so complex that

scme 50 plans have been considered thus
far, latest opinion of some officials being
that adoption of a sliding scale system
of dues would materially pave the way.
Currently, American Federation of Radio
Artists and Americen Guild of Musical
Artists have ldentical scales. ‘That of
Screen Actors’ Guild is similar to both
and would present no serlous difficulties
{See FOUR A REVAMP on page 10)

AFA Contracts Affect
Only Cole Workingmen

NEW YORK, Sept. 6.—Contracts signed
last week by the Amertcan Federation of
Actors and ‘Cole Bros.! Circus, creating a
closed shop, affect only the workingmen
and not the performers as stated in the
circus department of this issue. ‘The
men will be forced to join the Circus
!Q)llvislon of the AFA as soon as possible.
Slgning took place in Atlantic City,
Where officials of the AFA and the cire
Cus were called by Willlam Green, presi=

(Seg AFA CONTRACTS on page 8§9)

Unions with approved agents’ lists include Equity, musi-
cians, American Federation of Actors—matter under ads
visement with SAG and AFRA

NEW YORE, Sept. 4~Performers’ and musicians’ unions are definitely moving
into & position where they will have the whip hand not only over employers, but
also middlemen, or agents. Actors’ Equity for a long time has had a list of

approved agents.

‘The American Federation of Musicians licenses all agencies,

personal reps and managers—totaling 1,200—handling or booking 1ts members.
American Federation of Actors does the same In the nitery and vaude fields. Screen
Actors' Guild, top organization in the Assoclated Actors and Artistes of America,

has already been approached by'leading
agents who requested that .such a list
be drawn up. SAG has the matter under
advisement. American Federation of
Radio Artists, new Four A’s unit, is con-
sidering licensing agents.

What the converging lines point to is
a foolproof closure of the middle ground
of show business, a fact the significance
of which has been lost sight of owing to
the more spectacular realignment of the
different performer groups within the
Four A’s. Until now, the theatrical
unions, while holding considerable con-
trol over the agent, have never been

(See LABOR LINES on page 12)

Storms Damper
On Biz in East

NEW YORK, Sept. 6.—Prospects for
record-breaking outdoor business over
Labor Day week-end were dimmed thru-
out the Bast when violent wind ‘and
thunder storms hit generally Saturday
night and & steady chilly rain kept a

(See STORMS DAMPER on page 83)

Indiana State Fair’s Good Start
May Mean a New Pay-Gate Mark

INDIANAPOLIS, Sept. 6 —Despite rain
on the first day and cold on the second,
officials of the 85th annual Indiana State
Falr, September 4-10, are confident that
all attendance records will be broken.
Thelr expectations are based on the fact
that pald attendance on Saturday and
Sunday, with untavorable weather, was
more than 10,000 ahead of the first two
days last year when a record high of
365,000 pald admissions was registered.

In all other departments the fair is
running from 20 to 25 per cent higher
than last year, Stock entries are 30 per
cent greater than in 1936 and .agricul-
tural exhibits are up 20 per cent.

Events for the remainder of the week
include: Tuesday, Governor's and Legis-
lators’ Day; Wednesday, Educational and
Children’s Day; Thursday, Farmers' Day;
Friday, Indianapollis and Manufacturers’
Day. A speclal feature on Friday will
be appearance of Greyhound, champion
trotting horse, in a special race. Grand
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Circuit racing is being held each after-
noon.

Evening entertainment includes vaude-
ville and fireworks. Saturday night WLS
Barn Dance troupe was in front of the
grand stand from 6 until 11 p.m. before
an audience that had purchased all
avallable tickets several hours before
the show started. ;

Part of Sunday’s record-breaking crowd
of more than 40,000 pald admissions

(See INDIANA STATE on page 83)

Cet]in&Wilgon’s
4th Blowdown

BEOFORD, Pa. Sept. 6—A terrifio
wind and rain storm hit the midway of
the Cetlin & Wilson Shows here Satur-
day afternoon and scored damages in
excess of $5,000. The illusion show and
Streets of Cairo were completely de-
molished and Paradise Revue and Harlem
on Parade minstrel show were badly
damaged.,

The management of the shows imme-
diately set about to repairing and re~

(See CETLIN & WILSON'S on page 89)

‘Miss.’Fair Involved
In Gruberg Suit

GULFPORT, Miss., Sept. 8.—Max Gru-
berg, of Philadelphia, as an individual
and doing business as the World's Ex-
position Shows, on September 1 filed a
bill of complaint in the Hattlesburg Di-
vision of the District Court of the United
States for the Southern District of Mis=
sissippl seeking damages for 815,000 for
alleged breach of contract.

Defendants in the bill of complaint are
named as clty of Laurel, Miss,; South
Mississippl Falr; G. W. Hosey, mayore
commissioner: E. H. Oden, commissioner;

- (See MISS. FAIR on, page 89)
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ATC Finally

Acts for Road |

Discusses road campaigns
votes $750 appropriations
—Pemberton on board

[ ]

NEW YORK. Sept. 4—The question of
bringing back the road, fundamentally
tied up with attempts to bring back the
popularity of legit thruout the land, was
finally touched upon at & meeting of
the board of directors of the American
Theater Council at the Hotel Astor this
week. The councll, which had called
the first annual convention of the legiti-
mate theater last spring with an avowed
purpose of putting legit back on & na-
tional scale, also discussed again various
problems that had taken precedence over
the comeback of the road. The first and
only murmurs of a road campaign came
when James J. Brennan, vice-president
of the IATSE and chairman of the com-
mittee on the road, announced that his
committee would meet for the first time
a little later.

Two sappropriations of $500 and $250
were announced for the respective com-
mittees on suburban promotion, headed
by Frank Gillmore, and the committee
working on an apprentice theater for
young actors. Latter is headed by An-
folnette Perry. A report by the commit-
tee on ticket sales and box-office condi-
“tions was referred to the different orgs
of the Theater Council for action.

Brock Pemberton, producer and The-
ater League exec, was made a member
of the ATC's directorial board, the line-
up now Iincluding Frank Gillmore of
Equity; Marcus Helman, ILeague of The-
aters; Sldney Howard, Dramatists’ Guild;
Fred Marshall, Scenic Artists; Warren
P. Munsell, Theater Guild; Luise .Sill-
cox, Dramatists’ Gulld; Paul N. Turner,
Equity; James J. Brennan, International
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees,
gznd J. C. McDowell, Stagehands’ Unlon

0. 1.

Chi Houses Bar Kids
In Drive on Paralysis

CHICAGO, Sept. 4. — Co-operating
with the Chicago Board of Health in an
effort to check a possible infantile
paralysis epidemic, operators of the city's
800-0dd theaters have been barring chil-
dren since Thursday and thereby taking
& dally admission loss estimated at sev-
eral thousand dollars. The Ieading
<¢haing and independents reached & vol-
untary decision to effect such action
during a conference with Dr. Herman N.
Bundesen, presldent of the board of
health, who also delayed indefinitely the
reopening of the schools to some 700,000
children in the city area. The 42 out-
door park swimming pools and all other
crowd-gathering - amusement places are
also closed to children.

Theater operators who did not attend
the meeting with Dr. Bundesen were
mailed notices to either abide by the
ruling or close their nouses. .

Dr. Bundesen stated yesterday that he
was of the opinion that Chicago has yet
to tace the peak week in the infantile
paralysis wave,

Seeks “Waltz”® for Road

. CHICAGO, Bept. 4—N. S. Barger, op-
erator of the Rialto Theater, was in New
York this week negotiating a dedl with
Max Gordon for g road production of
The Great Waliz, If sn agreement is
reached & cast will be placed in immediate
rehearsal. Return week dates will be
p’]ayed in several key cities, 'in addition
to a crop of one-nighters In the smaller
cities. Barger this summer planned a

stock company for this area but nothing
materialized.

JGKET

RESERYED SEAT TICKETS
PAD. STRIP TICKETS-COUPCN
GO00KS-RESTAURANT CHECKS

ROLL OR MACHINE FO

100,000-520.00

SPECIAL PRINTED-CASH WITH ORDER

ELLIOTT'TICKET CO.

GOVERNOR EARLE OF PENNSYLVANIA signing the Walsh-McGee Bill
which provides for licensing of all agents booking talent in Pennsylvenia.
The bill went into effect Wednesday. Grouped around the governor, from left
to right, are Rep. James Walsh, co-sponsor-of bill; Ralph Bashore, Stale Secre-
tary of Labor and Industry; Rep. Leonard McGee, co-sponsor of bill; David
Lawrence, chairman of the Siaie Democratic Party; Victor Girard, inspector
for the State Department of Labor and Industry, assigned to enforcement of
the measure in Eastern Pennsylvania, and Tom Kelly, head of the United Enter~
tainers’ Association of Philadelphia, who was instrumental in getling the legis-

lative action.

TIA, Screen Guild
Break Relationship

HOLLYWOOD, Sept. 4.—Relations be-
tween the International Alliance of The-
atrical Stage Employees and the Screen
Actors’ Gulld, two powerful American
Federation of Labor factions in the mo-
tion picture industry, have been severed.
This was announced today by Willlam
Biloff, Coast head of the IATSE, as & re-
sult of the recent suspension of Jane
Tallant, extra and make-up artist, by the
Guild.

Miss Tallant was guspended August 9
by the Guild because of asserted strike-
breaking activities during the strike of
the Federated Motion Picture Crafts last
May. Neither the IATSE nor the Guild
recognized the FMPC strike. Miss Tallant,
2 member of both organizations, worked
one day during the strike, according to the
testimony.

In a statement made yesterday Bloff
pointed out that stars and high officlals
of the Guild were working at the same
time and being made up by Miss Tallant
and other IATSE make-up artists. A
spokesman for the Screen Actors declared
that the Guild members working at that
time were under contracts and could not

violate them by striking. The Guild aided
the FMPC with money during the time of
the strike, the spokesman said.

“From now on the actors can look out
for themselves,” Bloff declared. “We in-
tend to protect our members. The sus-
pension of Miss Tallant is gross discrimi-
nation.”

Resumes Columbus School

COLUMBUS, O., Sept. 4—Jean La Roe
has reopened fall dance classes for juve-
niles for the seventh year. In the recent
amateur contest conducted at Olentagy
Park here, two of Miss L& Roe’s puplls
were awarded first and second prizes
and, in the August Festival of the Amer-
ican Legion &t Richwood, Miss La Roe's
single entry capturgd first honors.

Les Minskys Reunite

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—The Minsky
brothers, Abe, Morton and Herbert, who
split five years ago when Bllly died, have
decided to unite again. Morton and
Herbert had been operating burly spots
in direct competish with Abe. - Since the
license commish banned the use of
Minsky in connection with burlesque—
pardon—follles, the name Minsky will
probably not grace marguees this season.

Pitt Hotel Workers Back;
Win Wage Increase, Vacation

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4.—S8ervice re-
sumed normalcy today at the Willlam
Penn and Fort Pitt hotels as 900 service
workers moved about thelr duties operat-
ing elevators, cleaning rooms, smashing
baggage, serving food and mixing drinks,
after settling an 18-hour strike that
paralyzed the Pittsburgh Hotel Corpora-
tion operation gnd marooned 1,200 guests.

Mediated by Manager Gerald O'Nelll of
the hotelsand John Bookjans, secretary of
the AFL Hotel and Restaurant Employees’
Alliance, the walkout, which started at
5:15 p.m. Tuesday during one of the day's
buslest hours, ended with a signed agree-
ment gusranteeing wage increases ap-
proximating $10,000 for the striking em-
ployees, one week's pald vacation,6 for
workers with a year or more service, and
other benefits,

Originally pacted last week by verbal
accord, the HREA members and sympathy

DED

{409 LAFAYETTE ST, N.Y. C.
7127 N. DEARBORN, Chicago
615 CHESTNUT ST,, Phila.

strikers walked out when a clause readled
for & written sccord was viewed as ob-
jectionable because 1t was claimed it
would permit the hotel management to
evade the closed-shop clause.

Result, pickets surrounded the largest
inn between New York and Chicsago, as
well as its slster Fort Pitt, disgruntred
travellng salesmen in town for & merchan-
dise convention were forced to lug their
cases down many flights of stairs, while
asgistant manegers and clerks did every-
thing from operating elevators to polish-
ing brass and carrying golf bags.

Irony of the situation was that in the
midst.of the confusion in walked Federal
Labor Medlator James F. Dewey, looking
for a room on & stop-over visit. He
climbed the stalrs like other guests.

Unable to sérve food or drinks because
the Bartenders’ Union had walked out in
sympsathy, the hotel's nitery, the Urban
Room, and the Continental Bar were like-
wise forced to suspend operation after
Happy Felton and Sande Wiliams or-
chestras waited until midnight for settle-
ment of the strike.

Hours elasped before the hotels’ service
assumed normalcy, altho the workers re-
turned to their posts immediately after
the truce was announced.

Negotiating with O'Nelll, in addition

(See PITT HOTEL on page 13)

Int’l Casino

Set To Open

[ ]
Sept. 9 is date—$500,000
advance- cost — 400 em.
ployees and 12 to 15 grand
o

NEW YORK, Sept. $—WIth more than
& year now spent In bullding prepara-
tiona and with more than $500,000 al-
ready sunk in the venture, Broadway's
newest, the International Casino, Is put-
ting on its final finishing touches prior
to its latest announced opening, Septem.
ber 9. Operators Joe Moss, Lou Brecker
and George Olsen are optimistic, despite
the apparent tough battle for mass at-
tendance facing them. Occupying the
better part of a city block, the Casino
will seat 2,500. Its maln entrance on
Broadway will be 48 feet wide, and the
vestibule leading from it affords a clear
view to three mezzanines. Dixectly in
front of the lobby is the establishment's
leading novelty feature, the Spiral Bar.
Starting in the rear of the ground floor,
by a series of half turns it climbs the
heights of the three mezzanines, more
than 200 feet. A two-way stalnless steel
escalator runs up to the Cosmopolitan

‘Lounge, spanning the entire Broadway

front. On this space are found the
rest rooms, the hat-check compartments,
a stage and 2 dance floor to be used
during cocktail hours and tea dansants,
and the entrance to the Casino proper.

The Casino 18 an oval-shaped audi-
torlum bullt In six graduated tlers. A
completely motorized stage can be
raised, lowered or made to vanish in the
wings or celling. It also Involves a van-
ishing staircase, revolving platforms,
treadmills and huge mirrors skirting the
perimeter of the stage that can be tilted
for desired effects. Dancing by the pa-
trons will be done on & glass floor on the
stage.

The talents of more than 125 performs-
ers will be drawn upon for the opening
revue, Bravo. Artists have been gath-

‘ered from. every corner of the world and.

will include Leonce, French comedian,
who will also act as emsee; Stadler and

Rose, Jeanne Devereaux, Duo Dell
Adami, Gaudschmidt Brothers, Bobby
Meay, Chrysis de la Grange, Caligary

Brothers, Mpyrtle and Pacaud, Artini,
Sonie and Ellzabeth and the Chester

(See INT’L CASINO on page 10)

Cincy FTP Doing ““Soldier”

CINCINNATI, Sept. 4~—Cincinnati Fed-
eral Theater Project, under the super-
vislon of Theodore Hahn, and with J.
Augustus Keogh as director, will present
The Chocolate Soldier at the outdoor
theater in Burtet Woogs for two weeks,
commencing tomorrow night. Cast of 9¢
will include a 12-plece band and a 25-
plece symphony orchestra under the di-
rection of Nicholas Gabor,

PANCHO
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

ANCHO'S real name Is Adolfo Rosquellas.

He was born In Buenos Aires, son of 2
wealthy rancher. Pancho's flrst musical cone
tacts came when he was flve, his father form.
Ing a sextet with his family, Pancho studying
the violin. In this he sought to emulate his
grandfather, & noted'violinist who introduced
grand opera in Buenos Alres in 1827. But the
muslcal streak In the famlly was not aflowed
to have its ‘sway In Pancho, who was se':'
to law school. Later, however, Pancho’s
father suffcred reverses and Pancho, then 28
organized his first orchestra.

When a steamshlp company offered cash
and free trips to the United States as a pu>-
licity stunt, the winner being the author of
the best tango submitted, Pancho entered
and, as might be suspected, won. In New
York he soon was booked at the Embassy
Club and ‘stayéd there four and a haif years
Then the orchestra toured Europe, inciuding
Monte Carlo and Biarritz, Pancho has since
played at the Centrat Park Casino, Mayfair
Club, €1 Carron, Atlantic Beach Club, the Am-
bassador and Plerre in New York City, as well
as doing plcture work. The Plaza has ré-
engaged the Pancho orchestra - for the 1938
scason, with threo network broadcasts PEf
week scheduled.
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Heavy Legit
Slate in Pitt

[ ]
Nixon set for six plays by
Thanksgiving, 16 others

penciled—ATS sales soar
. -

PITTSBURGH, Sept, 4 —Legit fans here
can anticipate a rich season. Flushed by
last year's 38 consecutive weeks of busi-
ness that except for two turkeys rarely
grossed less than “excellent,” Meanager
Harry F. Brown, of the Nixon, this week
announced the first six deflnite dates for
his remodeled theater axfd 18 other pleces
tentatively scheduled. At the same time
recently appointed Business Manager
Martha Arnold, of the Pittsburgh Play-
house, was interviewing prospective pay-
rollers in the Oakland Civic Theater, and
cataloging types for Director Frederick
Burleigh, who is expected to arrive next
week to cast the first show, still unane-

(See HEAVY LEGIT on page 12)

Evans Now Actor-Manager

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Maurice Evans
has announced that he intends to turn
sctor-manager but not until after the
end of his return engagement in Riche
ard II. Eddie Dowling and Robinson
Smith, sponsors of the revival that took
New York by storm last spring, will have
a percentage of the nsation-wide tour
that follows. Frederic Worlock has been
hired to replace lan Kelth as Bolingbroke
in both the return engagement and the
tour.

THE TOPS
for

LOCATION

In the center of the shopping *
district and office building area,
The food and service are the best
to be had in Southern Ohio. In
the air-cooled Moorish Crill you'll
meet the leading men of Cincin=
nati, while the Olympic Cafe and
Bar (also air-conditioned) is Cin-
cinnati's  scintillating center of
night life. The rooms are ex-
ceptionally pleasant , . . all have
full tiled baths.

M. ). DEININCER, Manager

250 MODERN OUTSIDE
ROOMS WITH BATH

From $250

Hotel
FOUNTAIN
SQUARE

“~Cincinnati—

One of the 17 Albert Pick Hotels

Realism

MENDON, Mass., Sept. 4—In one
scene of Let's Laugh Again, new play
done recently at the Nipmuc Park
summer theater, the leading woman,
Sara Wallace, 1s supposed to drive off
in leading man Edwin Gordon’s auto-
mobile, leaving him to walk home
from a woodland retreat. So Louise
Galloway, directing the show, thought
it would be a bright bit of stage
technique to have Miss Wallace. jump
in a car walting outside the stage
door and drive off in it on her exit
cue, her speeding departure, accom-
panied by blowing of the suto horn,
being visible to the theater audience
thru the open doors of the theater.

But nature furnished an even more
realistic effect for a subsequent scene,
written by the author as occurring
during a rainstorm frequently men-
tioned in the lines. On five of the
seven nights in which the show was
played real rain fell during that pare
ticular scene, pattering on the theater
roof in a sound not even film studio
experts could improve upon.

Shortage of Acts,

Bands in Kansas

KANSAS OITY, Mo, Sept, 4—The
Amy Cox Agency here reports more work
for talent in this area. Curt I, Thomas,
assoclate of the agency, says his’ office
has lned up 10 weeks of vaude and 12
weeks of night clubs.

Thomas says the local acts *have worn
themselves out and, altho they offer to
work for peanuts, they are having a
hard time even to book themselves an
audition.” Night club owners "are will-
ing to pay for sultable acts we import.”

Thomas also says it 18 almost im-
possible to find bands. Adds: “If the
shortage of acts 1s so acute at this time
of the year, what 15 the, indicatlon for
the new season? It looks to us here
that managers will be begging for acts
and holding them for indefinite engage-
ments.”

No Exemptions to
Pa. 44-Hour Law

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4. —Exemptions to
hotels, restaurants and night clubg from
the new State 44-hour employment law
were denied this week, altho the Pennsyl.
vania Department of Labor “contemplates
further study of the . . . business” and
may issue other regulations, the Western
Pennsylvanie Restaurant Association an-
nounced today in a bulletin to its mem-
bers. X

At the same time 20 investigators of

(See NO EXEMPTIONS on page 13)

St.. Louis Op Sets Record

ST. LOUIS, Sept. 4—For the second
consecutive season the St. Louls Municl-
pal Theater Assoclation has shattered all
previous attendance records, it was an-
nounced by Paul Belsman, general man-
ager. The 18th season, which -closed.
Sunday night, August 22, showed to a
total of 774,958 persons at 86 of the 87
scheduled performances.’ This is an in-
créase of 26,898 over the previous all-
time total of 748,060, recorded in 87 per-
formances last year. Only one performs-
ance was canceled by rain, with three
performances briefly interrupted by rain,
while one was called off after the dead-
line for issuing rain checks had expired.
The 1,700 persons who sat nightly in the
free seats at the rear of the auditorium
are included tn the total attendance fig-
ures, but no estimate is made for
standees who attended at various times
thruout the season. Babes in Toyland
set a new all-time record for a week’s
production, drawing 71,365. Weekly at-
tendance figures for the season were as
follows: The Great Waltz (10 perform-
ances), 86,290; Babes in Toyland, 71,365;
wild Violets, 70,151; The Bartered Bride,
70,161; Salute to Spring, 66,460; Louie the
14th, 68.’788‘ Robin Hood, 62, 829' Music
in the Afr, 80,921; The Pink Lady, 60,174;
The Fortune Teller, 59,984; The Prince
of Pilsen (8 performances), 52,884; The
Mikado, 61,001,

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4—With the
season's curtein ralser still to show up,
Forrest sets another production for an
early-senson date. Schwartz-Dletz musi-
cal, Between the Devil, with ,Jack Bu-
chanan, Evelyn Laye and Adele Dixon
fopping the cast, gets a one-week tryout
on October 11.

Shelvey Succeeds
Merlin on FTP

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Matt Shelvey, of
the American Federation of Actors’ ex-
ecutive council and AFA contact man
for the Federal Theater Project, succeeds
Frank Merlin as director of the FTP's
Variety unit. Merlin resigned September
1. his regime having been attacked often
on the grounds of anti-union discrimina-
tion.

James R. Ullman, legit producer, is
slated for a post in the Federal Theater,
but whether it will be In New York is not
definitely known. Reported In one quar-~
ter that he will assume duties heretofore
taken care of by Walter Hart, recently
resigned from the ¥TP planning board.

Willlam P. Farnsworth, FTP exec, made

(See SHELVEY SUCCEEDS on page 13)

Variety Club Initiation

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4.—Variety ‘Club,
Tent 1, initlated 25 new members recently,
1nclud1ng Howard Adelsberger, Richard
Brown, I. D. Butler, Harry Browarsky,
Isaac Browarsky, Frank Carver, Robert
Clark, Charles Eagle, Morton Frank, R. B.
Freeman, George Held, Robert Hughes,
Austin Interrante, Jack Judd, Barry Koch,
Willlam Mahoney, Sldney Marke, Jack
Mundstuk, Leon Relchblum, Jacob Soltz,
Samuel Stelnberg, Walter Stucky, Sidney

Sugarman, Thomas Twigg and Charles b

Urquhart.

One more initiation will be held, Sep~
tember 18, according to President John
Mazaloney, and the club quota of 150 mem«
bers will be reached, Then the roster
will be closed.

TA Backs Theater Men

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Mass meeting
this week of porters, watchmen, matrons
and charw%men working in show biz was
informed that the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees was seek-
ing to unionize theaters 100 per cent in
this city, and that the IA would work in
close co-operation with the ushers’
union and the Building Service Em-
ployees’ Union, Local 54. YLee Conway,
president of Stagehands’ Local 54, also
spoke.

“Wagon” Opens Pittsburgh

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4—Harry Brown
will reopen his renovated Nixon Theater
September 20 with a pre-New York show-
ing of Maxwell Anderson’'s Star-Wagon,
co-starring Burgess Meredith and Lilltan
Gish, the veteran manager announced
this' week. Advance information says
Anderson will desert verse In his new-
est drama for '‘a modern play in. prose.”

Brown has also announced, without
dates, the coming of the Theater Guild
serles and a half dozen other successes
of the past Broadway season.

Opera-Guild Merger Set

NEW YORK, Sept. 11. — Mergér of
American Gulld of Musical Artists and
Grand Opera Artists’ Association was
formally concluded last week, with the
Guild recelving the jurisdiction over the
field. Under the agreement, GOAA will
be represented in the Guild by one vice-
president and three men on the board of
directors. Organizational campaign by
Guild is planned scon.

Seek Ruling on

“Divorcement” Act

FARGO, N. D, Sept. 4. — American -

Amusement Company, which operates the
Fargo, Grand and State theaters here, and
its affillates, Paramount Pictures, Inc.,
and the Minnesota Amusement Company,
on September 1 asked the Federal Court to
judge the constitutionality of the 1987
North Dakota statute which forbids op~
eration of theaters owned or managed by
producers or distributors of fllms.

Gertrude Bromberg Promoted

CHICAGO, Sept. 4.-—Gertrude Brome
berg, head of publicity for the Shu-
berts here, was promoted to position of
assistant to Sam Gerson, who recently
took over the post of general manager for
the local Shubert offices. Gerson suc-
ceeded Jack J. Garrity, who has left for
Hollywood to become general managér for
Meary Pickford.

FRED LEQUORNE |

1658 Broadway, New York City
COL. 5-3685

FALL SEASON SEPT. 7

Toaachers’ Courses All Scason.
Classes In Tap, Modern, Ballet, Baliroom
and Exhibition Dancing.
Prominent Faculty Incluuua

OLIVE & AMDUR

NEW DANCE LIST
Sond for List B of Latesy Creatlons,

WANTED MED. PEOPLE

Real Straight Man and Ingenue wnth rea.l 8pe-
cinlties. Change for two weeks. Join ol

CHAS. MANVILLE

Roadstown, Wis.

SCENIC ARTIST
AT LIBERTY

Exge in all branches of Show Business;
by I)mplnya Portraits, Indo oo and  Ontdoor
Puinting of every deseription. W. L. BENJAMIN,
Qeneral Dellvery, Memphis, Tenn,

Press Agent At Liberty

ED CONROY

St. Francis Hotel, Newark, N. §.

HARVEY'S PLAYERS

Wa.nt Comedian, leading Man, also yonng

Team. ~All must do Specialties. Prel‘m'e.nee doublmg
orchestra. All wxnter sontb ould eons(de or-
ganized Show tage basis. Must open Sep-
tember 12. JACK HARVEV HAAS, Konwn, Tenn,

FOR SALE

100 Dramatic End Tent, complete with
., Sidewall, Poles, Stakes, Blues and Flat
Reudy for one-nighter or ren wo
tru two Concession Trailers,
<ohler leht Plnut, Cslliope, P. A. System, five
(_/ages Band Wagon, Sell all or any part.
. PULLEN, 103 8, Main 8t., Tulsa, Okla.

G0

Address

14x22, 22x28 paper and
cardboard posters, one sheets
heralds, etc. for all occss-
lons, Quick aervice, low pric-
#3, Write for fres catalo

BOWER SHOW PRINT {iaer

FOWLER,IND,

USED COSTUNE SALE

YOUR CHANCE TO CET COOD

COSTUMES CHEAP for the next

few weeks.

Chorus Sets of 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, 14 and
16—also Smgies and Prlnnpals.

Wardrobe of Entire Productions Intact.

Thousands of Costumes in Hundreds ot
Styles, Shorts, Waltx Gowns, Parades,
Russian, Peasants. R8bes, Uniforms—
too Many Types to Mention,

Stock of ‘Properties and Accessories.

We Nced Space—You Cet the Close-out
Prices, To Fit Any Pocketbook.

You'll Save Your Train Fare From Any
Part of the Country on These Bargains.,

COME IN AT ONCE FOR FIRST
CHOICE.

LESTER, LTD,

‘The bill, commonly known as the "the- 14 W. Lake St., Chiugo, n
(See SEEK RULING on page 13) —
QUALITY The World's SPECIAL

STOCK TICKETS| our I’RINTE?s
LL....$ .50 10,600 ..%
2N Rotts::*200| FIELD 30,000 .. 9.85
TEN ROLLS... 3.50| We Send Ev- 50,000 .. 1275
ROLLSMZ.OCOO EACH. erywhera. OF EVERY DESGRIPTION m%oog... ‘;g.gg
Double Coupons, 1, K .
oousie Prics. | THE TOLEDD TICKET COMPANY | "ooibie coupons,
SRR TOLEDO, 0., U. 5. A. Double Price.
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O LICENSE RADIO AGENTS

New Radio Actors’ Union Plans
Step for Chain, Indie Bureaus

Licensing step to be taken after negotiations for union

shop—will set commission scale, sustaining fees —
name concert and opera stars included

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—While its organization drive is under way In seven
major citles the American Federation of Radio Artists is giving serious consideration
a8 to what methods and conditions it will employ in the franchising of agents
handling radio performers. Next to organization the AFRA’s two most important
proposals call for the securing of & Guild shop from stations and networks and the
enfranchising of agents. Important in the agent picture are the artist and concert
bureaus of the two major networks, NBC and OBS. AFRA leaders, it 18 believed, feel
that certain actions on the part of con-
cert and artists bureaus are ‘“unfair” or
close to that. Radlo actors’ union, which
is spending considerable time in or-
ganizing radio singers as members, also
has jurisdiction in radio over members
of the American Guild of Musical Artists,
The interchangeability of cards of mem- CHICAGO, Sept. 4.— lllness forced
bers of the Assoclated Actors and Artistes .Boake Carter to cancel his scheduled
of Amerlca, the AFL show business body “appearance at the convention of the
of which AFRA and AGMA are members Assoclation of Radio News Writers and
along with Equity and Screen Actors’ Editors at the Sherman Hotel here Sep-
Gulld, also has a bearing on the radlo tember 10, Secretary Al Hollender re-
actors’ union getting control of perform- ports. Rfforts are belng made to receive
ers working in radlo. Next week about his address by special wire on the con-

Newsmen’s Group
Sets Meet Agenda

400 members of AGMA will be trans-
ferred to AFRA, being more active in
radio than concert. AGMA has prac-
tically the entire name performer con-
cert field sewed up, and of these singers
a large number are handled by elther
the network artist bureaus or sub-
sldiaries thereof. Popular =singers are
those on whom AFRA is presently con-
centrating.

Commissions

Union does not consider advertising
agencles as talent agents, but rather re-
gards them as contractors or middle-
men for employers. Only those agents
or agencles actively selling radio talent
will be franchised. The American Fed-
eration of Musiclans recently enfran-
‘chised all band bookers, at the same
time advising band employers, such as
networks, that they could no longer book

vention floor.

According to the program issued this
week, a laboratory discussion of radio
news problems wiil be held Friday after-
noon, featuring Earle Smith, of KMBC,
Kansas City; Ken Ellington, of WBBM,
here, and John B. Hughes, of the Dom
Lee network. On Saturday an executive
of the Penn Tobacco Company is sched-
uled to talk on what the sponsor ex-
pects from the newsroom, followed by an
official business meeting and election of
officers. Convention program that night
will be topped by Leo Fitzpatrick, gen-
eral manager of WJR, Detroit.

On the closing day, Sunday, the
officers will be introduced and plans for
the coming year will be made.

Pittsburgh Musicians’ Jam

bands or collect commission .therefrom. PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4.— Unique in
It is debatable whether AFRA will adopt music 18 the Basin Street Band that
this policy. Control of commissions broadcasts Saturday afternoons over
and other agency practices, as was WWSW. As a unit the musiclans have
exercised when Equity licensed legit never played a professional date, earn-
agents, is practically certaln. The right ing their livellhood at night by appear-
of unions to licemse or require license ing for various other orchestras. But
for agents for its members was upheld once a week they pile into the radio
by the United States Supreme Court studio to jam as well as pound out pre-
when Equity first took this step. viously arranged orchestrations, all for
Organization drives are now going on the fun of it.
lsn San Diego, Calif.; San ZFrancisco;
pokane, Wash.; Osakland., Calif.; 8t 2
Louls, Boston and Phlladelphia. The sealleSt 8 Agency
Chicago local, which will be fully o~ Shift and New Show
ganized shortly, is still in the works.,
Of a potential 400 members, 185 attended NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Sealtest dlvi-
meetings conducted over the past week- sion of the National Dailrles account
end by George Heller, treasurer, or- shifts shortly to McKee & Albright,
ganizing committee chalrman and as- Philadelphia ad agency. Account moves
sistant exec secretary of the AFRA. over from the New York office of J.
The AFRA will not ask for a closed Walter Thompson, which in turn re-
shop In its negotiations with employers, cently got the account from N. W. Ayer.
but a Guild shop. Closed shop means Sealtest will change shows also, drop-
the union bars any further members; ping the present pop show with James
Guild shop provides that non-unlon Melton for a symphony orchestra, con-
employees, if hired by the employer, ducted by Alexander Smallens. Present
must become members of the union. show folds October 10.
This really means a closed shop, but an

A House in the Country

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Nat Abram-
son, head of the WOR Artists, has
just bought a 360-acre farm-estate
in up-State New York.

Calls it '“Ten Per Cent Acres.”

More N. Y. Radio
Execs Head West

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Trek to Holly-
wood of Important radio factors con-
tinues undiminished. Following an-
nouncement that Tom McAvity, radio
head of Lord & Thomas, would open
8 Coast office for that agency, comes the
info that Mann Holiner, of Lennen &
Mitchell, leaves for Hollywood next week.
Hollner is going in connection with the
new Woodbury series starting soon, star-
ring Tyrone Power. As a side comment,
the trade i8 betting that Holiner will be
another to settle permanently on the
Coast.

Lord & Thomas have no shows com-
ing at. present, but are figured as plan-
ning to’line up several Coast productions
for the forthcoming season.

Another redioite to leave for Hollywood
18 Nelson Hesse, agent, of Hesse & Mec-
Caffrey. Hesse, In keeping with other
New York agents, is opening an office
out West. James Saphier, another New
York agent, also set plans some weeks

ago for a similar departure, as did Music |

Corporation of America.

FCC To Appoint
Two New Attorneys

WASHINGTON, Sept. 4.—Death of
Elmer D. Hays, assistant general counsel
of the Federal Communications Commis-
sion. In an automobile accident Thurs-
day (2) leaves only one attorney as as-
sistant to pgeneral counsel Hampson
Gary. Two legal appointments will be
made soon after the full commission
meets some time during the next week.
One vacancy was caused by the resigna-
tion of Carl F. Arnold.

Hays, in his automobile with his wife
and son, was almost instantly killed
when hit by a bus which had swung
into the road to avoid ramming a truck
which had stopped suddenly. Also killed
in the Hays' car was James R. Leech Jr.,
a schoolmate of Elmer D. Hays Jr. Both
boys were on their way to Hanover,
N. H., for the reopening of Dartmouth.

Loretta Lee in Pix

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Loretta Lee,
radio blues singer, has been set for a
part in Freshmen Follies, Columbia pic-
ture heading into work soon and star-
ring Jimmie Durante. - Deal was set by
her manager, Jimmy Saphler.

New L. & T. Vice-President

CHICAGO, Sept. 4—H. G. Llittle, Day-
ton (O.) office manager for the Yord &
Thomas advertising agency, was elécted
vice-president of the firm and will move
to Chicago, where he will be an active
assistant in the executive branch of the
company.

open unlon.
Payless sustainers will probably also
be outlawed by the union.

Radio Dramatic

WHN-ARTA Discuss
: . : CHICAGO, Sept. 4—Agencies handling
Station Organization skit shows here are considering a formal
order banning thelr participating artists
NEW YORK. Sept. 4.—Negotlations are from maklngg personal appearances in
to be held next week by WHN officials theaters or night clubs. Action has been
and American Radlo Telegraphists’ As- prought about thru previous flesh en-
soclation to discuss demands of the CIO gagements filled by exploited radio char-
union. It is understood that both partles gacters who, judging by the mail received
are willing to bargaln, but the ARTA by agencles and stations, disappointed
declares that if WHN refuses to Nego- their regular air listeners.
tiate, the CIO affilllate will continue to It's been more or less of an established
press the charges it filed months ago fact that the average listener builds in
with the National Labor Relations Board. nis ijmagination a conception of his fa-
Radio unton at that time charged that vorite hero or of any other lead in a
the station attempted to form a company show. When coming in contact with the
union and intimidated employees. creator of that character, the fan, in

Actors, N. SE

In Theaters, Bring Sponsor Ban

most cases, I8 disillusioned when the
physical makeup of the actor falls to
meet with his approval. For that reason
many agencles are banning audiences
from their serial shows where all a visi-
tor can see Is someone reading lines in
front of a mike.

Of late a number of artists who have
developed a reputation in this area thru
their activity. in skit shows have ac-
cepted engagements in neighboring town
theaters. While their appearances usu-
ally help box-office receipts, the after-
math, according to agencies, results in
loss of listeners and squawks from the
sponsor.

, and Tull,

Cash, Not Men,
AFMY ardstick

Musicians’ union to de-
mand weekly musie budget,
no specific number of meu

®

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.— Negotiations
between /broadcasters and the American
Federation of Musicians relative to pro-
viding increased employment point to a
solution along the general plan of each
radio station paying 2 stipulated amount
of money per week as salarles to AFM
members. Agreement upon these lines
is regarded as likely by a spokesmean for
the AFM executive coromittee’s subcom-
mittee of four. Chief element in the
idea is that the Federation would not
arbitrarily rule that stations employ a
fixed .number of men for sustaining
shows. Rather the Federation, after
consideration of the station’s financial
condition, would name & sum of money
as proper for the station to pay to
musiclans. How many musiclans would
be employed in the case of any particu-
lar broadcaster would deperd upon the
prevalling wage scale of the unlon local
in the territory.

Plaint of some Yroadcasters that bona
fide professional musicians are not avail-
able in certain areas and therefore me-
chanical music must be depended upon
is not regarded as a valld argument by
the musicians’ committee. Federation
will supply musiclans wherever needed.

Musicians' problems in the movie in-
dustry, slated to be ironed out next,
are not regarded by the AFM's executive
board as acute as those pertalning to
radio and recording. In fact, employ~
ment in films has Increased during the
last year or so from 5,000 to between
7,000 and 8,000,

Next Thursday AFM subcommittee
meets the committee elected at the re-
cent get-together of the network-
affiliated stations. Federation’s execu-
tive board will then convene September
14, whereas all interests will convene
September 16. Talk of a deadline and
possibility of a strike is becoming less
significant, one AFM exec pointing out
that no particular date can be set for
the termination of negotiations. Idea
of the deadline was simply to Insure
the appearance of radio reps at the
confabs.

WHO Artists’ Bureau
Books 35 Fair Dates

DES MOINES, Sept. 4 —Artists’ bureau
of WHO, Des Moines, has booked 35
fairs and events in Iowa, Nebraska
and Minnesota this season. This is the
first season the bureau has done exten-
slve booking, but results have been so
satisfactory it will be continued under
direction of Irving Grossman, manager.

Next big date will be the National Beet
and Cattle Show at Fort Dodge, Ia., Sep-
tember 7-9, for which following acts have
been booked: Grant Family, Three Byrons,
Leondardos, Bouncing Ballards, Berlin
Capt. James Vaughn (bal-
loon ascension); Jack and Jill, danciig
ponies, and Al Anderson, police clown
On the last night the Swing Time Revue
of 1937 will have Karl King’s Band play-
ing afternoons and evenings. Charles
Pray is musical director for the show.

Revamp Lawes” Show;

Go to Jails Nationally

NEW YORK, Sept. 4 —Revamped War-
den Lawes’ show will be renamed Behind
Prison Bars and will also take several
hypo injections. Locales will not be
confined to Sing Sing, but big-time
hoosegows in all sections of the coun-
try will be included. An audience par-
ticipating twist will also be added.
“forum” with questions asked by the
studio audience and by mail will be in-
cluded.

Sloan’s will continie to sponsor. Cecll,
Warwick & Legler the agency.
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’lTriple Audition
For Pix, Vaude, Air

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—A three-way
audition, in which talent managed by one
office will be simultaneously submitted
for radio, pictures and vaude, takes place
Tuesday (7) at studio 8D of the local
NBC studios. Talent agency involved is
Jesse L. Kaufmah, Inc.

Kaufman's act will be listened to by
NBC and watched by Twentieth Century-
Fox, especlally with an eye to film shorts
thru Educational Pictures, with reps
from the Willlam Morris. agency also
watching the acts. NBC, naturally, wants
to catch the acts for radio, with the Mor-
ris office looking at the talent with the
idea of catching any vaude pgssibilities.

Among the acts managed by Kaufman
are Aldo and his Phantom Strings (Aldo
Ricel); Frank Luther (Your Lover); Tony
Cabooch, Leon Rothier, Lorraine Barr,
Ellen Terry, Bud Rainey.

Skelly Oil’s New Ether
Show Hits Air Oét. 11

CHICAGO, Sept. 4—Skelly Oil Com-
pany closed negotiations tn Kansas City
this week for & new 30-minute air show
to hit the ether October 11 over CBS’
WBBM here. Court of Missing Heirs 18
the tag for the new opus and idea is
a dramatization of the story behind
actual cases of estates waitingto be pro-
bated for lack of legitimate heirs.

Two such dramatizations will be en-
acted each week with commenis and
peculiar angles told concerning five or
six others. According to reports, the
material necessary for these actual case
histories hes been wunder research for
the last four years. New twist 13 also
added as an incentive for listeners by &
reward arrangement which will be given
to anyone able to furnish further in-
formation about any of the missing heirs
mentioned in the scripts.

Blackett-Sample-Hummert Agency is
handling account.

Writers’ Union Drive

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.— Membership
drive by the Radio Writers’ Guild ia
continuing and will for the next several
weeks. Scheduled formal meeting and
vote on the proposed constitution was
postponed from last week. Expected to
be held within the next fortnight.

A general -election will be held in
November.

ACCOUNT PLANS

VICTOR BREWING COMPANY, Jean-
nette, Pa., has placed a gquarter hour
news program with WWSW, Pittsburgh,
to air seven nights weekly. Uslng Ing
ternational News Service, reporter will
be Edward Kroen, former announcer and
program mansager at WHBJ, Greenshurg.
Account s handled by Earl Bothwell
agency.

PITTSBURGH INSTITUTE OF AERO-
NAUTICS, with headquarters at Bettis
Afrport, McKeesport, Pa., began a weekly
quarter hour titled Melodies From the
Skies at 3 p.m. Sunday, August 29,
Placed direct.

SEVERAL new accounts have been
signatured for WCKY alring. Cincin-
nati outlet has added Dodge Bros.’ spot
announcements, McKesson & Robbins,
Inc. (Pursang) spot announcements,
Churngold Margarine Corporation spot
announcements and W. S. Industrial
Alcohol Sales Company also spots. Ohio
Apple Institute is participating in For
Women Only,

WILLIAM ESTY office practically set
on station list using weather reports
Pald by Baume Bengae.

CONTINENTAL -BAKING COMPANY
buying time. Thru Benton & Bowles.

RIVERBANK CANNING COMPANY ad-
ditlon to WNEW’s New York Jbymakers
Program.

COMET RICE has signed Grady Cole,
Phllosopher, for WBT, Charlotte, N. O.

MORRIS PLAN COMPANY signed for
Ports of Call on WOKO, Albany. Script
Prepared by Atlas Radio Corporation.

OLDS MOTOR WORKS sponsoring all
Michigan State College games on WJIM,
Lansing, Mich.

Haenschen—Host

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Gus Haen-
schen, orchestra leader on the new
Coca-Cola serles starting on CBS
soon, is throwing a party at his
country estate the night after the
premiere.

There are 85 people on the show.

RCA To Boost
Short Wave Sets

CAMDEN, N. J., Sept. 4—With scarcely
more than a fifth of the radio-equipped
homes in the United States having
short-wave reception, RCA Victor will
launch & tremendous advertising and
sales promotion campaign in October to
develop that market. Moreover, it is
felt that the mlillions of foreign-born
and foreign-language-speaking popula-
tion provides a ready-made market.

RCA Victor tigures the time for ex-
ploitation 1s ripe, since events of his-
tory-msaking importance are happening
daily in foreigm countries and short-
waving provides the listener with a di-
rect contact for nmews from the trouble
centers. Also feels that the number and
power of foreign short-wave stations are
increasing and the quality and varlety
of their programs are keeping step with:
technical progress.

MBS Builds Opposition
Act; Tarshish Set on WOR

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Signing by the!
‘WOR Artists’ Bureau, of M. Sayle Taylor
(Voice of Experience) and slating him
for a sustaining series on Mutual means
that an act appearing commercially on
the WLW-WHN Line, as well as various
indie stations thruout the country, in-
cluding WMCA, New York, will be get~
ting a bulldup for Mutual. Trade opin-
ion considered this a strange twist in
view of the competition existing be-
tween MBS and WLW-WHN. §

WOR Artists’ Bureau has also signed
Jacob Tarshish (The Lamplighter).

Taylor starts his MBS sustainers Sep-
tember 13, twice weekly. His commer-
clal appearances are'tor Lydia Pinkham
compound.

Hagedorn, Wilson in New Rep

Partnership; Robertson Denies

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Altho Graham
A. Robertson, of Wilson-Robertson, Inc.,
station reps, denles a split-up. Horace
Hagedorn has announced & ‘“merger’
with Howard H. Wilson. Firm name,
according to Hagedorn, will continue as
Wilson-Robertson, Inc, as Wilson owns
the majority of voting stock.

In a letter dated September 2 sent to
time buyers and others, Hagedorn stated,
in part:. '“The day before yesterday
Howard Wilson signed an agreement,
effective September 1, whereby I will
operate the Eastern division of ‘Wilson-
Robertson, Inc.

“This arrangement will not in any way
affect the stations which heretofore have
been represented by me. However, under
this agreement I can now offer these
stations representation in Chicago and
Kansas City under my name.”

New setup, Hagedorn reported, calls
for a share commission arrangement be-

Round Robin Talk
Show for Barney’s

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Barney’s, New
York retall clothier, starts another six-
time-a-week half-hour series on WMCA
shortly. Program will be a reverse twist
of the Professor Quiz and spelling hee
shows. For example, instead of being
ssked to spell words contestants will be
given the spelling, told to pronounce
and then define the word.

Merchandising angle has contestants
coming from different sections of the
city each day. Thus audiences and
participants will rotate among Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn, Queens, Bronx and West-
chester, Staten Island and New Jersey,
with the final day having the various
winners.

Schillin agency placed.

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Addition of 78
episodes is to be made to the original 52
Magic Island programs, produced by At-
lag Radlo Corporation. Firm is also do-
ing 78 other shows in Hollywood. Lou
Winston directing.

Show Gains

Five-Year Chain Figures

in Summer Biz

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Constant climbs upward during the so-called
“summer slump” are revealed in a.study of major network gross billings.
‘While the summer bugaboo has not been completely eradicated to the satis-
faction of webs, it 1s growing weaker each year, figures show.

These flgures of summer Increases should be read with the thought
in mind that radio billings generally are on a definite climb. Radio is
galning monthly and this probably accounts in part for the summer rise,
as well as the gradual breaking down of the old feeling against summer-

sponsored shows.

Accompanying chart {llustrates the summer trend on the National Broad-
casting Company and the Columbia Broadcasfing System for June, July,

August from 1933 to 1937.,

NBC figures are for the Red and Blue webs.

Summer Chain Billings

NBC % Galn CBS % Gain
$1,512,139 -8 553,056
.. 1,370,993 445414
1,407,843 499,638
4,200,975 1,408,108
....................... $2,177,857 44.0 8 925,039 674
.... 1,864,420 36.0 630,290 415
..« 1,735,565 23.3 513,316 2.7
5,777,832 34.7 #2,069,544 381
$2,380,845 9.3 81,066,729 15.2
.. 2,208,935 186 910,470 444
2,021,366 165 879,019 712
$6.611,146 144 $2,856,218 38.0
2,323,456 2.0 $1,502,768 408
.. 2,429,983 10.0 11292775 420
2,422,431 19.8 1,282,588 402
87,175,870 85 $4,028,131 410
$3,003.387 20.3 82,476,576 64.8
. 2.707,450 11.4 1,988,412 §3.8
2,784,977 15.0 1,955,280 68.6
$8.495,814 - 184  _ 86,420,368 §9.4

tween his office and Wilson. Ten per
cent commission will go to the hold-
ing stations, while the partner will re-
ceive 5 per cent. Additional stations
and business added to ‘their mutual lst
will be split 7% per cent each way.

Plans are in the works for representa-
tion in Los Angeles, and Hagedorn said
that 20 stations would be Included on
the list. First statlon change calls for
the addition of WJBK, Detroit, in place
of WMBC. Two other Michigan stations
will be added to the listing and a
“regional web” formed. Discounts of
10 per cent will go to agencles using
two stations, while use of all three will
mean & 15 per cent cut.

It is expected that a bid will be made
for more KEastern stations, as present
list includes only stations in the SoutB
and Central States. Hagedorn, who has
been sharing offices with Hlbbard Ayer,
will open his own place. Contract with
‘Wilson runs for two years.

While no definite statement of future
plans was obtained from Robertson, he
denijed “talk” of a split-up and hinted
that a solution to inter-organization
difficulties might be found in separate
lists. His own Interests are in Southern
stations and any use of separate liats
might include a firm list, a Wilson list
and a group of Southern stations for
Robertson.

Denial was made by Robertson that
he would retire from the representation
business. He polnted out that in recent
listings of reps he has effected a change
calling for listing of himself as an in-
dividual as well as the regular tfirm
1isting.

Sign Mexican Aects
For N. Y. Radio Try

MEXICO, D. F., Sept. 4—Several Mex~
ican radio artists, including Elvira Rlos,
chanteuse; Canciloneras del Bajlo, sister
team, and Vincente Gomez, guitarist,
have been signed by Shank & Tuvim,
New York representatives of XEW and
Assoclation of Mexican Authors and
Composers, for American engagements.
Martinez Brothers, Caballeros and Los
Rancheros, currently at the Hotel Weylin
and NBC, New York, are also handled
by this firm.

Edward Matthews, Negro bharitone, i8
heard on XEW and at the Club Retire.

Fete Harry Woodman

PITTSBURGH. Sept. 4—Al Turner has
assumed the general management of
KDKA followlng a farewell corn roast
given by the NBC-owned station staff
at the farm of program manager John
Gihon for Harry Woodman, who is being
transferred to NBC's New York offices.

At the party Woodman was given &
resolution bidding him Godspeed. writ-
ten on parchment and signed by the 79
station employees.

CBS Renewals

NEW YOREK, Sept. 4.—8everal sponsors
have signed for renewals on Columbia
Broadcasting System. Pontiac Motor
Company signed for 52 weeks with
Katherine Craven on 58 stations, and
Ford signed for another 13 weeks with
Al Pearce, American Home Products re-
newed the Helen Trent and Our Gal
Sunday script shows.

Philco Gets Cute

DETROIT, Sept. 4—Beginning Sep-
tember 9, a 16-week series of Phyl Coe
Radio ‘-Mysteries, sponsored hy Phllco
Radio and Television Corporation of
Michigan, will be broadcast over CKLW,
Detroit-Windsor. Each broadcast will be
a complete mystery story.

WLS Acts Shift to WLW

CHICAGO, Sept. 4—John Lair, musi=
cal director for WLS. has resigned to
g0 with WLW, Cincinnati. Leaving with
Lair are three WLS entertainers, Red
Foley and the Girls of the Golden West.
Lair is also a librarian and authority on
folklore and will produce two shows for
WLW of the WLS Barn Dance type.
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Boston Echoes National Gains
In Reporting Summer Schedules

Advertising agencies and disc producers cite clients’ con-
tinued use of spot during hot weather—one firm reports
46 per cent increase over 1936 biz

BOSTON, Sept. 4.—The alleged "summer slump” is slipping, according to local

radio station, agency and transcription execs.

ported gains in biz during the past few

audlence interest alive during the summer anyway.

Seven out of eight interviewed re-
months, and the eighth advised keeping
Spot business shdowed an

increase over 1938, sccording to John W. Queen, of Queen Advertising Agency.
Carleton & Hovey Company, Johnson Educator Food Company, Plymouth Rock
Gelatin, Merrimac Mills and Parker Brothers are handled by Queen and have

increased their spot business. Statlon
rep James F. Fay saw an increase due in
part to products which required summer
advertising and greater audience use of
radio during the hot weather than in
other years.

Business at the Frost agency soared 46
per cent above last year, according to
Karl M. Frost, president. Elmer J. Huber
Jr., of Huber & Creeden, 2lso had a good
summer and predicted an increase of 20
per cent over 1936 in spot advertising.
He credits changed buying: habits and
business conditions with alding year-
round spot busimess.

Transcription business at Kaspers
Gordon Studios, Inc., saw its best year,
Aaron S. Bloom, continuity director, re-
ported. Reglonal spot business showed
a2 healthy increase on this firm's books.
Swing, incidentally, 18 away from murder
mysteries and toward better programs,
Aaron asserted.

Accounts, generally, of Broadcasting
Advertising, Inc., showed little desire to
end their spot campaigns during the tor-
rid season. James E. Murley, president,
said that this is contrary to clients’ poli-
cles of four or five years ago. Buying
habits and business conditions are again
cited as the reason for the increase In
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If you want a program
to sell your product to
the world’s richest
market—get in touch
with New York’s No.
1 Showmanship Sta-
tion NOW!

WHN="The Station of the Stars"
1540 Braadway, N.Y. C.
Affiliated with Loew's Theatres and
the Metra-Goldwyn-Mayer Studias.

PUBLICITY
RADIO « STAGE « SCREEN

.Inqulr{ea Invited.

ROBERT KAHN

202 S, State Street
Chicago, I,
Talephone: Harrison 8893,

GENUINE PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS
Any 8lzo or Quantity. For Example.
B0 (1 Subject) 8 x 10 for $3.25
100 (4 Subject) 8 x 10 for 5.50
One-half Deposit With Order, Balance C. 0. D.

ADVERTISERS PHOTO SERVICE

80 Waeat 40th 8t,, NEW YORK.

summer sales by J. Raymond Miniter,
vice-president of Ingalls Advertising. He
concurs with Huber In citing this as the
#why” for better summer business.

George J. M. Riseman, Commonwealth
Advertising Agency, saw clients continu-
ing but with reduced budgets. He blames
it on smaller "audience interest, quanti-
tatively and qualitatively, during the
summer.” Riseman also declared that
the “advertiser who has made good repre-
sentation on the air should keep in con-
tact with the public, and that's where
spot radio advertising shines.”

Many Chain Deals
Tough on Surveys

PHILADELPHIA, - Sept. 4—Altho WIP
was unsuccessful in snaring the local
Mutual link away from WFIL, station is
receptive to any Mutual business coming
its way. Hecker H-O account on Mu-
tual, Myra Xingsley's astrology stuff,
will be heard locally over WIP. Time
was placed thru WMCA, having an In-
ter-City deal with WIP until January,
1939, with the New York station getting
a commission on the service order. Al-
tho WMCA nixes on Mutual sustainers for
WIP, it's oke for commercial accounts.

Complex network linkages make 1b
tough for local listeners when answering
the telephone on surveys. WFIL airs
NBC Blue, Mutual and WLW Line. Now
Inter-City’s WIP gets a splattering of
Mutual.

Too Good an Adv.,
Sale of WCAM Off

CAMDEN, N. J., Sept. 4—Plans to buy
the municipally owned WCAM were
stymied by the city commission last Fri-
day when Commissioner Frank J. Hart-
mann said he was “unalterably opposed”
to such action. Despite the fact that
other commissioners pointed out that
FCC might revoke the station's license
unless expensive Improvements were
made, Hartmann declared the letters
WCAM are an advertisement to the city
that should not be lost under any cir-
cumstances,

Mayor Brunner, who proposed the sale,
satd that the actual purchase price at
public auction might be higher than the
$30,000 minimum figure he set in his
resolution. However, Hartmann falled
to be moved and a final vote found 'em
all agreeing, including hizzoner.

A Philadelphia investment group had
figured on WCAM as the first step in a
triple buy of part:time stations on the
same wavelength, combine having made
the 830,000 bid.

Yeast Goes North

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.— Ruthrauff &
Ryan placed Ironized Yeast discs on five
Canadian stations, effective September
20.

Whispering Jack Smith and ork to be
alred twice weekly for 18 weeks on CKY,
Wwinnipeg; CJCA, Edmonton; CFAC, Cal-
gary; CKCK, Regins, and CFCF, Mont-
real.

Joe Weed reps the Canadlan outlets.

WNEW Borrows Film Stunt

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Season for
sneak previews 1s now under Wway.
WNEW pulled one last night called
"news front.” Show consists of tran-
scriptions made on the scene and then
aired. Opener consisted of interviews on
the perennial—weather for Labor Day.
Aviation and rallroad officers, weather
bureau experts and others gave their
views. -

No regular announcements made.

(liv  [Seiefs
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ANET GAYNOR, who's heap scared of

radlo, was finally signed for the Lux
show for this coming Monday. Lass had
Leen previously offered plenty, but was
feery of the mike. Persistence and more
dough won her over. . . . Buildup is due
for Hobby Lobby. Hudson Motors will pay
for it on CBS and WOR. Guest stars
and & band will be tossed in. Touring
hobby shows will be exhibited in Hudson
outlets all over the land. .. . Bob Hope,
ending his Woodbury stint, to get &
flicker bulldup via Paramount.

If you hop into that little restaurant
on Sixth avenue near 46th street you’ll
see silverware bearing this strange
symbol, "W.EAF.” . . . That BEddie Ber-
gen-Judy Casanova ‘rift"-hit the Eastern
dailies nicely, thank you, and has the
J. Walter Thompson office wondering
where the gag originated. Paramount
Studios ' planted the yarn. . . . Dave
Driscoll back. . . . Husbands and Wives
again signed by Ponds. . . . Frank Head-
ley, of Kelly-Smith., to be rallroading
for & few weeks, Washington and the
Southland.

Europe’s looking for shows in the
8. A. American shows ard being eyed

-elu'cago By

RED WARING turned down the

Mutual offer to broadcast twice
nightly from the Drake Hotel. Doing a
single shot only. . . Clark Dennis is
back from New ¥York, where he made
transeriptions with Rubinoff for Chevro+
let. . . . Morey Amsterdam's night club
show over NBC moved to Thursday to
plck up the West Coast stations. . 3
WHIP, the new daytime station in Ham-
mond, Ind., will begin to operate Sep-
temBer 16 and will be managed by G. F.
Courrler, commercial’ head of WWAE in
that town. . . . The Rube Appleberry
show, which goes commercial September
27, will be transcribed for its presenta-
tion on stations where “in the fiesh”
airings are impossible. Campbell Milling
Company, which ‘will foot the bill,
signed a three-year contract calling for
a six-month presentation of the show
yearly. Author Paul Fogarty, ‘Inciden-
tally, playa the coach in his own show,

U.

e

Ned Reglein, of WIND, pens from Lon-
don that he’s coming in with a lot of
new ideas for broadcasting. £ Bob
Dyrenforth now doing the lead in Arnold
Grimm, replacing Don Merrifield. . . .
Bustest radio writer in town seems to be
Ima Phillips, who i85 now doing dally
scripts for The Road fo Life, The Guid-
ing Light and Today's Children. She
acts in her spare time. . . . Lynn
Chalmers is the new song charmer with
the Harold Stokes outfit. . . . Stam
Thompson, CBS supervisor, 1s one of the
late vacationists now in hiding in the
Lake of the Woods, Minnesota.

By BENN HALL
.

for possible e. t. use abroad by an ad
agency scout. . . . Barry McKinley, Barrett
Ork and Lloyd Schaeffer set on that new
Griffin  stanza. . Lynn McManus
pinch-hitting for Carroll Carroll as CC
vigits New York, Don Shaw, of
McCann-Erickson, to Hollywood middle
of October. . . . Allen Prescott inked by
Borden's for Special Edition.

According to Pinky Lee, there is such
a thing as vaude "if only radio enter-
tainers will take the trouble to fing it."
Pinkly played 27 theaters in & ‘three
months’ tour which involved a 6,600~
mile trek. Says performers can learn
what fans want by watching reactions
of vaudeville autiences. . . . Rehearsal
Club now being waxed includes Billy
Jones and Ernie Hare, Mitchell Ayres
Ork, Guy Robertson and others,

Georgle Jessel and Will Osborne on
wax for DeSoto. World Broadcasting did
the job. . . . George Bijur, Inc. offlce
to handle the MBS account. . . . Joe
Boley now with WOV. Ex with WOR
and WMCA as announcer. . . . Bill Bacher
in to discuss that MGM radio deal which
has caused all that blather,

SAM HONIGBERG

Out-of-town ARNEW boys attending
the convention at the Sherman this
week will take In the CBS and NBC
news broadcasting studios to watch the
local members go to town with daily
news dispatches. Some of the visitors
may even get a stab at alring a dispatch
themselves, . . . Larry Wolters, the radio
ed, says "he was swamped with un-
solicited ideas for new. programi when
he mentioned In print that ad agencies
are tearing their hair trying to find new
ways to fill the program gaps between
commercials. . . . Bill Murray, the Wil-
liam Morris radio chief, was in town
taking care of last-minute detalls for
the Campang variety show to originate
here starting September 20. . . .
Leonard Soll, Times advertising man,
peddling radio gags as a side line.

WGN, for the first time in its history,
started a morming news program Septem-
ber 1, plped by Quin Ryan. statlon’s
broadcast manager. Sponsored three
mornings a week and sustalning the
“other days except Sunday. . . . Weston-
Barnett; Inc.,, placed Canary Chorus
with five Mutual statlons for a period
of 31 weeks, starting October 10. 8how,
sponsored by the American Bird Prod-
ucts. will originiate here. . . . Malcolm
Claire, the children’s radio pappa, started
a new series over the NBC-Red network
August 31, tracing the origin of articles
with which the kiddies come in contact
daily. . . . Bob Barrett, WOR rep here,
back from New York.

From Gl Cround

EE DOUGLAS, emsee of WFAM'a
Morning Bugle, 18 now a columnist.
Doing one for a South Bend sheet. Lee's
column I8 called '‘Radiopinions.”
Looks like a Success Story is In the
works for Dorothy Kimball. Last week
she did a pinch-hitting job on KS8L,
Salt Lake City. Kept' the sponsor for
silx weeks, when she hops to New York

for more volce study. . . . Tommy Axel-
sen, of that station, Illkes blond-
colored autos (and orchids). . . . Johnny

McAllister and the rest of the Brlar-
hoppers back on WBT, Charlotte, N. C.,
this week. . . . R. W. Carpenter new
auditor at Bill Schudt's station.

Southland

WDSU day at Pontchartrain Beach
brought out 50,000. Over 10,000 hats
were distributed reading, ““I Listen to
WDSU.” . . . Harry Gladstone Harrison-
Atkinson, head of Harry Atkinson. Inc.,
ad agency, Chi, was married in Chi to
a girl from Poplarville, Miss. . . . Her-
bert Lateau has been placed in charge of
news and dramatics at Station KARK,
Little Rock. Lateau was formerly news

commentator for WKY, Oklahoma City.
. .. Jack Lewls 18 new program director
at KARK, ... Bill Rowens, chlef an-
nouncer for KRMD, Shreveport, deserves
an endurance record with a 7 am. t0
10:45 p.m. stretch one day last week. He
ate lunch and dinner at the mike.

New England

Marle Msason, New England’s only
fem office manager of a radio station
WMEX, just completed her ninth yean
... Alfred E. Teachman has affillated
with the WEEI, Boston, technical stef-
. .. Northern Broadcasting Company
has appointed Edward J. Liord, WEEL as-
sistant production manager, as manager
of the new radlo station, WLNH, Laconid,
N. H. ... WMEX is piping the second
edition of Curtain ‘Time, over flve sta:
Hlops of the Inter-Cit§ Broadcasting
System: WATR, Waterbury; WIP, Phila-
delphia; WORK, York Pa.; WCBM. Balti-
more, and WGAL, Lancaster, Pa..:.:
Fitzroy Kennedy is the latest addition
to the staff of WICC, Bridgeport, Conn-
(See FROM ALL AROUND opposite page)
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RADIO’S BIGGEST EARNERS

Prometion Shorts

In & single page bulletin headlined
WHIO News Flash, the Dayton, O., outlet
calls itself “First in Ohio. ., . . Third
in East North Central Section, 18th In
the United States.” Copy stresses the
August: 1 issue of Sales Management,
which Usted WHIO as the 22d among the
§0 most popular stations, figured on the
amount of natlonal accounts using spot
programs during the first three months
of 1837. A subsequent issue listed WHIO
as first in Ohio, third In the East North
Central Section £nd 18th in the United
States in a list of 25 most popular sta-
tions based on the number of sponsored
spot programs by national accounts in
the first quarter of 1937. §

Auctions are winning the attention of
varjous stations and one is being used
by K8L, Salt Lake City, to win Sears,
Roebuck & Company into more radio
advertising. During three @ays of the
malil-order house's biggest promotion
campalign for 'retall and maill biz an
auctioneer will be featured in remote
control broadcasts, Stunt will aim to
show that even under competitive
bidding the firm’s sale prices can't be
touched. A musical show 1s also being
sponsored by Sears.

Newcomers will receive officilal Char-
lotte, N. C., greetings in a new program
entitled Welcome, Stranger. Town's
mayor will extend the glad hand to new-
comers: of each preceding week. Will be
a Monday night half-hour sustainer.

Two reproductions of etchings show-
ing WBIG scenes strike a somewhat new
note in station publicity. The Greens-
boro, N. C., station maliled in one draw-
ing showing the station entrance and
another using a view of the antenna as
seen from the Unilon Station, Altho
both pictures are nicely done, they lack
the more striking qualitles ordinarily
obtained with good photographs,

Pittsburgh’s EKDKA tled in with
Warners on the latter’s road showing of
Life of Emile Zola at the legit Nixon
to present a “Hollywood Premiere”
broadcast direct from the theater lobby,
unique in that it brought to the mike,
among others, local managers of com-
peting producers’ exchanges to air their
reactions {(all glowing) on the film,

Almed at attracting city listeners away
from competing NBC-Red and CBS pro-
grams, NBC-Blue outlet KDKA {s con-

ducting & billboard campalgn telling
Pittsburgh that it is “first," with the

Material

Protection Rurean

A Free Service for Readers

TTENTION 1s directed to The Bill-

board’s Material Protection Bu-
reaul embracing all branches of the
show buslness, but designed par-
ticularly to serve the Vaudeville,
Night Club and Radio fields.

Those wishing to establish 1dea or
material priority are asked to inclose
descriptions of seme In a sealed en-
velope, bearing on its- face thelr
Mame, permanent address and other
Information deemed necessary, Upon
fecelpt the packet will be dated, at-
tested to and filed away under the
name of the claimant.

Send packets, accompanied by letter
requesting registration -and return
postage, to Elias E. Sugarman, The
Billboard's Materlal Protectign Bu-
reau, 8th Floor, Palace Theater Bulld-
ng. New York City.

The Billboard takes cvery reasonable
precaution to safeguard packets submitted
for registration with the Burcau but does
not guarantee or assume any liabitity in
connection with same.

The Bureau is not designed to supplant
In any way the service performed by the
U, s. Copyright Office, Washington, D. C.!
The Billboard’s intention with regard to'
the Burcau is to provide a means of estab-
lishing priority of ideas that is not withir
the scope of the Copyright Office.

Philly

Fan Stuff

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4.—Radio lis=~
teners seem extra curlous about dis-
covering how & station operates here.
Recently KDKA announced thru the
dailies that a uniformed page had
been hired to conduct studio tours.
The other day & girl showed up at
6:30 a.m., half an hour before the
doors open, to see the works after
hitching a ride with a produce truck
from her home in Johnstown, Pa., 75
miles away. From 7 she waifed in-
side the NBC station reception room
for the guide, who begins toll at 9,

hope being, according to Sales Promo-
tlon Manager Lyn Morrow, that air fans
will think of KDKA first whenever they
turn dials.’

WFAM takes care of requests for free
time by clubs thru its Our Engagement
Book, heard at 8:30-8:45 a.m. across the
board. All types of shindigs are an-
Nounced without charge by the South
Bend, Ind., outlet on this program.

Creation of store traffic is the chief
objective of Philco's $50,000 cash contest
that started September 6 for 16 weeks
over 200 stations. TUnique in that
the series will be the first air adapta-
tion of newspapers’ photocrimes, con-
testants must apply to Philo radio
tube dealers for entry blanks and con-
test books. None are mailed. Each mys-
tery book contains diagrams and synop-
ses of four mysteries, and during the
life of the contest listeners will have
to apply to the dealers four times. Total
cost to Philco for the air campaijgn is
figured at $500,000.

Employees of WNEW, New York, are
encouraged to submit program ideas. En-
couragement i8 more than a mere term—
It means actual cash prizes. For ideas
found usable by the station, prizes of
815 are awarded., If such shows find
sponsors, prize i8 boosted to $25. Sta-
tlon's current Yes or No serles was de-
veloped by two staff secretaries,

A promotional stunt easily adaptable
for radio stations desiring to publicize
their call letters is being used by RCA.
A novel display neon lamp, which “glows"
with the letters RCA and screws into
the light socket llke an ordinary elec-
tric light bulb, has been made available
to all RCA radio tube dealers thru their
wholesalers. . Costing only 60 cents and
offerlng a wide variety of display uses,
a special registration feature makes it
possible to have the letters face in any
direction when the lamp is in the socket.
Consuming less than two watts of
energy, It also makes an ideal night
lamp.

Claim Flamm, WMCA Head, Tops
All Radio Execs in Annual Net

2
Quote between $400,000 and $500,000 as Flamm’s end
from N. Y. indie station this year—only Paley listed as
exceeding—Crosley, Levys and others :

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Regarded as getting the largest incorne from radio this
year, among statlon and network officials is Donald Flamm, president and owner
.of WMCA, New York. Flamm may be topped among those broadcasting officlals
whose income is derived solely from station or network sources—which would
exclude such men as David Sarnoff, RCA president—by Willlam Paley, CBS presi-

dent, altho this is debatable.

And if he is topped by Paley it must be borne in

mind that Paley’s income is network produced, while Flamm's is derived solely

Philly Inquirer
Drops Swap Deals

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4—The Phila-
delphie Inquirer, most graclous .of the
local dailles swapping space for time
with WIP and WFIL, {s now seriously
considering a retrenchment policy.
Sheet's execs will make final decision
this week on dropping the radio ties, and
from present indications the cuffo space
will be no go hereafter. Not to be con-
strued as any iIndication of a break in
press-radio relationships or dissatisfac-
tion over the present arrangement, In-
quirer 1s taking this move strictly as an
economy measure,

Loss of space will hit both statlons’
promotional activities, space serving in
good stead as payoff for guest name
talent, promoting sponsored programs
and heavy Institutional splurges. News-
paper’s time has been mostly chalked,
off in spot announcements. Inguirer
step leaves only The Record to those
statlons, The ZLedger dropping out of
WFIL-WIP swaps several months ago in
favor of WDAS.

FROM ALL AROUND

(Continued from opposite page)

. . and Sherman Riley Is a new an-
nouncer at WELI, New Haven, Conn.
Jane Lord, ploneer at WELI, resigned.

Dean Upson, announcer for WIRC, Elk-
hart, Ind., left this week for Nashville,
Tenn, Will join the Three Vagabonds, on
WSM. Paul Upson replaced Dean on
WTRC. John Cummins, formerly with
Station WBOW, Terre Haute, zlso a
WTRC newcomer. . . . Kay Karoll has
joined WHO, Des Moines. Kay has been
traveling with a Major Bowes unit. . ., .
And Pappy Lynn is a ncw comedian at
WHO, on WHO's Sunset Corners Frolic
broadcast,

Bury

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4—It was only
several months ago that Mayor 8. Davis
Wilson called in local radio row’s press
agentry, and in deference to the city's
Constitution Celebration, asked in “a
spirit of public welfare' that they bury
the hatchet, Hizzoner gave 'em all & reg-
ular newspaper man's press card and
that’s exactly what the boys did. They
buried the hatchet, But in each other’s
back.

Fight over special events scoops be-
came S0 heated several weeks ago, when
WCAU grabbed off an exclusive on the
mayor's settlement of the city-wide truck-
ing strike, that pressure was brought to
bear on hizzoner's office to outlaw all
future extlusives. Calling the lads in for
preparations on the September 12 Con-
stitution Week, Joe McCosker, mayor's
secretary, handed down the dictum. Ken
Stowman, WCATU's demon scooper, sug-
gested they call a scoop a scoop with first
come first served and all others respect &
gentleman’s agreement. It was no dice,

Special Events Heads
the Hatchet--But Where?

especially the gentleman's part of it.

While they marched out of the mayor's
reception room figuring that Stowman
had been put in his place, boys forgot to
figure on his trump cards, Stowman had
pocketed two major exclusives for Con-
stitution Week even before last week's
meeting in the mayor's office. Back to
their puffings in belief that all events
would be free for all, it now" ¢omes to
light that Constitution mass, on Septem-
ber 12 from Municipal Stadium, had been
scooped up by Stowman over a month
ago. Officlal dedicatory exercises con-
ducted by Mayor Wilson for the naming
of the Ben Franklin Parkway will be held
in Franklin Institute on September 17.
This burns the stations because WCAU
has exclusive rights on airings from the
Franklin Institute.

Special events war led to harsh words
last Wednesday (1) when WIP pulled a
fast one and grabbed off the Miss Phil-
adelphia beawity contest selection from
the Bellevue-Stratford Hotel. To add in-
sult to prestige, WIP was first to spot the
beauty winner for a guest-shot on a late
evening spot. Philly gets excited easily.

from a local station. Radio has numerous
heavy sugar collectors, including, in ad-
dition to Paley and Flamm, John
Shepard III, of Yankee and Colonial
networks: Tom Lee, the Philadelphia
Levy brothers, station owners and large
CBS stockholders, among others,

Last year WMCA grossed about $800,-
000 and this year Is figured to hit a
total of about $1,100,000. With contracts
now in the station has an hour and a
quarter open between 2:30 p.m. and 11
pam., with General Mills' show taking
three hours dally in the afternoon. Of
this it is variously estimated that
Flamm’s take will be between #$400,600
and $500,000 after operating expenses
and a bonus to Bertram Lebhar Jr. are
figured. Lebhar 1s the station’s salea
manager and flgured vitally in the sta-
tion’s pickup after the defunct American
Broadcasting System gave up operating
the outlet.

Outside of the New York network sta-
tions, WOR tops WMCA's annual take by
a considerable extent. However, because
of the corporate ownership of WOR by
R. H, Macy & Company, department
store, there 18 no income accruing an
individual as in the case of WMCA.
WOR is estimated as topping $2,000,000
this year.

Another heavy radio collector I8
Powel Crosley, of WLW, Cincinnati. Sta-
tion has a high card rate and heavy
commercial commitments, However, it i3

owned
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Reviews

EDST Unless Otherwise Indicated

“How I Met My Husband”

Reviewed Friday, 11:45-12 p.m.
Style — Dramatization. Sponsor—Ar-
mand Cosmetic Company. Agenty ——
Wade Advertising.  Station — WLS
(Chicago) .

This 1s the type of show that the
feminine trade eats up, And as an added
attraction each femme listener has a
chance to pick up an extra five spot if
her letter on how she met her hubby is
used for a dramatization.

Winning letters—one or two, depend-
ing on length—are aired each Tuesday
and Friday by various free-lance actors.
Show caught had Peggy Wall as the
bride-to-be; Kay Campbell as the cousin
who saw the guy first but couldn’t hold
him, and Harry Elder as the knight-
errant. All work nicely and with just
the right amount of feeling. Contin-
uity is tnterspersed with organ music
and a plug for Armand face creams by
Jeanne Armand (Ruth Bailey), who
talks without the usual gush and ex-
plains about a 25-cent postal-card give-
away.

Ed Paul announces. Program is writ-
ten and produced by Edward E. Simmons
from the WGN production staff, assisted
by Larry Davidson, of the agency.H

. H.

Norman Ross

Reviewed Tuesday, 9:45-10 p.m.
Style—Sports chatter. Sponsor—Pharma-
Craft Company. Agency—Young &
Rubicam. Station—WMAQ (Chicago).

Another sports talk program, this one
designed to sell an athlete’s foot remedy.
1t 15 of more than passing note because
the conductor of the show, Norman Ross,
i8 & former world’'s swimming champion
who has had considerable experiénce as
% newspaper writer.and radio announcer.

While his volce is clear in diction and
the subjects are intelligently handled,
the show, on the whole, lacks conviction
and the punch which sport fans expect.
Also the show caught displayed lack of
preparation. A good opening point in
the program is the announcer’s listing
of the questions which listeners will
hear answered following the initial com-
mercial,

Notables in the sports world are in-
terviewed by Ross between comments. In
this case it was promoter Joe Foley, who
recalled some of his early experiences in
the race horse field. Hon.

Bernie Armstrong

Reviewed Sunday, 4.4:15 p.m. Style
—Organ, Sustaining on KDKA (Pitts-
burgh). 4

Bernie Armstrong pipes semiclassics
and pop tunes so soothingly, without
being drab, that his quarter-hour is an
entertaining rellef. Announcer George
Held, If just a bit less halting on his
titlings, combines with Armstrong to
form & pair that should be a bet for
some quality product sponsor. Held's
voice is class. Tho they are not given
chance to display their talents in this
brief stint, the organist can be some
ghakes as an emsee or comedian, while
the announcer i8 & former stage actor
and singer. M. F.

%20 Years Ago—and Today”

Reviewed Monday, 8-8:30 p.m.
Style—News dramatization, Sponsor—
Hearn Department Stores. Station —
WOR (Mutual network).

Hearn's department store, old-time
emporlum which has been hypoed by
new management in recent years, recent-
ly added a Bronx branch and is now
using radio to ballyhoo both stores as
well as its new Newark, N. J., outlet.
Store’s merchandising and newspaper
promotion has been of the highly sensa-
tional type and evidently the same is
expected of radlo, Tn 20 Years Ago—
and Today there’s & good, solid idea, if
not o sensational one. -Opening produc-
tion, however, did not make the most
of the opportunities offered.

Its chief fault was that of rather loose
or ‘non-vivid” presentation. An at-
tempt was made to offer striking con-
trasts in giving quick flashes of similar
events "now and then.”” War sttuation

in the Orlent, popular eongs, Russian
situation, sport events, women'’s suf-
frage, fashions, were among the subjects
dramatized. This technique calls for
sharp and punchy delivery, which au-
thor Robert Lewis Shayon, of Fanchon
& Marco, producers of the show, did not
put over on the first show. Less em-
phasis on over-accented forelgners and
less repetitions of the “What have we
gained?” statement would ald. Clearer
and snappler dialog and less stilted fe-
male players would be further assets.
Basic idea 1s neat and a sharpening and
polishing job should put the show in
the Interest-holder brackets.

John. Holbrook, Katherine Renwick,
Adele Ronson, Ted Jewett, Ted di Corsia,
Ken Delmar and Jean Colbert are in the™
cast, Mark Hawley and Jewett an-
nounced. B. H,

Alan Secott

Reviewed Monday, 7:30-7:40 p.m.
Style-—News commentator. Sustain-
ing on WFIL (Philadelphia).

Rating as the “newslest” station in
town from the standpoint of sponsored
news broadcasts, WFIL now grabs itself
a news commentator.  Despite the fact
that Alan Scott has been absent from
local airlanes since the early part of the
year, station gets a ready-made audience
with him. A stormy petrel for many
years on WCAU, where he delved only
into controversial subjects, Scott left
@ definite impression upon local listen-
ers who like sharp commentary.

His return was heralded with pews-
paper ads, space accruing station “on
time swaps. Initial air stanza served as
8 warmer-upper to get the feel of the
mike again. Devoted the early part of
his period to the stage business of being
glad to be back and then waxed ora-
torical on the nhostalgla of pre-war hys-
teria in the current Sino-Japan crisis.

A clear, easy flowing voice to catch the
ear, most important tool in Scott’s kit is
his gift of gab, spinning out the syllabics
in long strings that make George Jean
Nathan's wordage primary reading.

Set for a daily sustalning ride, and
slotted after Johnny Q. Public has had
a chance to read the newspaper head-
lines, Scott’s salling should be smooth
and st2ady. Oro.

“Aunt Jemima®’

Reviewed Saturday, 9:45-10 a.m,
Style—Song and comedy. Sponsor--——
Quaker Oots Company. Agency—Lord
& Thomas (Chicago). Station—WIZ
{NBC network).

Better than many\ radio blackface
shows is this pancake flour production,
tho Harriette Wldmer, doing the title
role, does the mammy business a trifie

Radio Fraternity

DES MOINES, Sept. 4.—Ed Barrett,
formerly with the Iowa Broadcasting
Company and now head of the radio
school of Drake University here, has
formed & new national honorary fra-
ternity, P1 Beta Epsilon, for radlo
students. Major Bowes recelved a
medalllon as first honorary member
of the fraternity and acknowledged it
on his recent program dedicated to
Des Moines.

too robustly to be as convincing as she
might. Muslcal portion of the show is
handled by Roy Brower, soloist, a mixed
chorus and the Sammy Williams’ Band.

Aunt Jemima holds court at her cabin
which 18 near the cotton flelds. It’s evi-
dently a general gathering place for the
pickers, and this permits folks to drop
in to strut their stuff. Aunt Jemima
actually emsees the show and gives
everyole a rousing send-off.

Music, as to be expected, tops the
show. Chorus, directed by Noble Cain,
was particularly effective in putting
across a spiritual and lent the produc-
tlon much flavor, but a pleasant surprise
came from Buck and Wheat, comedy
team. They, somehow, dug up some fair=
ly new jokes and put them over in fairly
quick order, which might serve as a sug-
gestion to some of their contemporaries.
Forrest Lewls and Vance McCune do
these parts on this Chicago-produced
show,

Title i8 & homey one and s getting oc-
casional listing in dailies from editors
who don’t tle it up with the product.
Splels held down, but forceful, and al-
mosat sent this reviewer to the grocery
store for a package of the flour. B.H.

FOUR A REVAMP——
(Continued from page 3)
dication now is, however, that Equity
whose dues are now $18 a year, has not
been onthusiasitc on interchangeability
as other organizations understand the
term, but has trled to point out that
interchangeabllity already existed. In-
dlecation now is, hollwever, that Equity will
will join the other large Four A groups
in embracing a sliding scals, but council

has not yet taken the matter up.

Opponents of a facile method of in-
terchangeability argue there is inherent
in the system a loss of autonomy by the
slster unions. In the Authors’ League,
where interchangeability exists, no such
autonomy decrease has been noticed,
however. The sliding scale also is op-
posed by some officials, the main ob-
jections “being that it might prove un-
wieldy and that it would mean a caste
system whereby the membership 18
wolassed.” As an altermative to the slid-
ing scale, a uniférm initiation and dues
plan is favored by some.

Whatever the method whereby inter-
changeability is obtained, it will be &
boan for the performer and will mean &
more flexible and streamlined inter-
national.

In line with the general tightening
aip, there is indicated an absorption of

Cusrent p’zog’zam Comment

This column is devoted to brief reviews of

for some time, as well as shows, which,

programs which have been on the air
already reviewed, rate further mention.

Basis is that @ one-time program review is inadequate for a production that varies

each time it is presented.

CBS's Tweljth Night, parting shot in
the Shakespeare series, fell short on the
funny side, missing up on the belly
laughs possible in twin mizups. 8Ir
Cedric Hardwicke's Malvollo, consequent-
ly, bore the comedy burden single-
bhanded. Script curtailment was carried
too far, slaughtering the continuity for
those not thoroly familiar with the
Bard's lines.

Individually the galaxy of legit names
turned in interpretive expressions to
make thelr roles readily identifiable.
Helen Menken was as saccharine as
Shakespeare meant Ollvia to be, and
Tallulah Bankhead's really tomboyish
presentation of \ Viola provided a neat
opposite. Orson Welles carried thru for
the lovesick Duke Orsino, while Estelle
Winwood as Maria pulled pranks with
alacrity.

Bob Trout tried hard to keep the cur-
tain call twaddle airy and moving at
convenient speed, but the prepared
scripts proved lumbering. Burns Mantle,

Daily News critic, was stuck with &
lengthy speech. So was the audience,

Whether & husband will continue to
love his wife while and after she has
borne & baby seems to be the problem
dissected in Arnold Grimm’s Daughter,
which forms part of the Gold Medal
Hour. There was no hint to the obvious
answer in the program heard, but wise
listeners, familiar to the heart-tugging
devices of air sketches, will probably
know. Others, less worldly wise, will
probably wonder if the impending baby
will actuslly become a barrier between
two who love each other. Anyway it's
interesting to hear the subject dis-
cussed in a rather matter-of-fact man-
ner on a daytime program meant for
housewives. Nothing squeamish or un-
pleasant in the conversation and if noth-
ing more it’s a healthy sign to hear such
matters discussed openly. This hour
show combines two sketches, religlous
hymns and Hollywood backvard news
in an informal and friendly fashlon.

the smaller Four A units, somewhat
along the lines—but more amicably if
possible—of the recent deal between the
American Guild of Musical Artists and
the Grand Opera Artists’ Assoclation. For
a long time the Four A’s has struggled
along with considerable impedimenta,
and merger of the German White Rats,
Burlesque Artists’ Association, Hebrew
Actors’ Union and Choral Alliance with
other larger affiliates is regarded as a
solution. One member of the Choral
Alliance, in fact, 1s known to have re-
quested the Gulld to take over the
smaller group.

According to one official, the Four A's
will have no difficulty in accomplishing
these absorptions, the technique being
merely the “show cause why the charter
should not be revoked” method. Equity
could take In the foreign actors’ groups
and American Pederation of Actors might
take the Burlesque Artists’ Assoclation
and the ite Rats,

Question ‘of doubling the per capita
tax, now a uniform 763cent levy for all
members of the different unions, is
definitely coming and will make possible
a-treasury sufficlent to take care of the
expanded costs of the Four A’s office,
In return, the Four A’s will probably
launch an organization drive to help
the smaller unions attain a closed shop,
that is, an open union closed shop.

INT°L CASINO
(Continued from page 4)

Hale and Gertrude Hoffman dance

troupes. In addition, there will’ be scores

of showgirls and special ballets. Book-

ing by MCA.

George Olsen and his band, an MCA
outfit, will play for dancing, and Yasha
Bunchuk will lead his men during the
show. Tentative plans call for dinner
and supper.shows and a no-cover charge
policy at all times.

The 1. C. will be serviced by a staff
of 360 persons, signed under contract by
Local 168 of the Hotel and Restaurant
Employees’ Union.

Other Interesting figures connected
with the mammoth cabaret reveal that
the 21-year lease held by the holding
corporation will cost approximately
$8,000,000. ~ Besldes the $500,000 already
spent on the project, it will have a week-
1y pay roll of $12,000 to $15,000 for 400
people.

The Cotton Club reopens its doors
September 16 with a show that’s figured
to put up a stiff battle for its share of
patronage. It will bring back the com-
bination of Cab Calloway and Bill Rob-
inson, the Tramp Band and the Charl-
oteers. Another sepia show blstro, Jay
Faggen's Harlem Uproar House, beats the
Cotton Club by one day for its opening
and will again feature the music of Er«
skine Hawkins' Band.

Other openings include the Frolics In
the Winter Garden Building on Septem-
ber 18, with Joe Lewis heading the list
of entertainers that will iriclude Grace
and Ray McDonald and Terry Lawlor.
The Persian Room of the Plaza wel-
comes the fall season September 14 with
the return of Dario and Diane and
Pancho’s Orchestra. On the East Side
the Mon Paris debuts on the 16th, and
the Kit Kat, sepia hot spot, follows sult
the ensuing evening. On the 17th the
Russian Kretchma reopens with a revue

‘headed by Michel Michon and Nadia

Ludova,

Two spots in the outlying districts
have announced openings for the com-
ing week, They are the Woodside Palm
Gardens, Queens, and La Casina, Ja-
malca,

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4—Frank Pa-~
lumbo i8 the first of the summer-dark
nabobs to rejoin the nitery fleld, un-
shuttering his Latin quarter cabaret on
Labor Day. Unshuttering marks the 53d
year that the Palumbo family has man-
aged the spot. Show time will bring
out Eddle Thomas, the Marionettes, Mil-
ler and Millard and Pattl Cranford.
Band stand once again holds Bobby
Morro.

SPRINGFIELD, O., Sept. 4—Complete-
ly remodeled and air-conditioned, -the
Hotel Shawnee, formerly owned by Har-
old van Orman and now under local
control, staged its grand opening
Wednesday. One of the new features i5
the “Shawnee Room,” where dance mu-
glc is furnished by the Claude Denny
Foursome.

PITTSBURGH. Sept. 4.—Lew Mercur
will reopen his Harlem Casino Septem-
ber 10, after installing a new alr-condi-
tioning plant, with an all-sepia show¥
featuring a pony ballet, LeRoy Bradley's
Orchestra and Larry Steele as emsee.
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Nuts Over
Big Apple

Crawford publishes 2 ver-
sions of song—Mills ecalls
dance ““terpy jamming”

[ ]

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—The Battle of
the Big Appleé entered its second week
eas three more songwriters threw thelir
hats—or apples—into the ring. George
Spivey, who calls the turns in the Roxy
Theatér Big Apple unit, claims author-
ship of a torrid Big Apple cantata.
spivey's ditty 1s the version used in the
Roxy show. He halls from Carolina, the
birthplace of Applemania,

Another Appleer i1s Hod Willlams, ork
leader, who sent the follJowing wire to
The Billboard:

"Correction on your Apple article, page
thirteen, this ‘week. We wrote Big Apple
durlng July and recorded same August
first. Written by Hod Willlams and Wally
Harwood and now Crawford publication.”
Hod's waxing of The Big Apple was a
Bluebird number one best seller two
weeKs ago. b

Which puts the Crawford Music Com-
pany in the unheard of position of spon-
soring simultaneously two songs, based
on the same idea, with similar titles. As
they say down in Cgrolina, “Ef 1t doan't
beat all get-out.” What seems to have
happened 18 this: Crawford got the Wil-
lams-Harwood opus first, bought it, and
then, declding they wanted a dancler
version with a smarter lyric, they ordered
the Bernier-Emerick aria, It's the Ber-
nler-Emerick song which is getting Tom-
my Dorsey plugs. Crawford professional
manager Larry Spear insists the firm 1s
plugging both versions equally hard.

On the Mills Exclusive firing line,
Irving Mills, who’s exploiting another
version of The Big Apple, gave his con-
tact men a pep talk at the Hickory
House the other afternoon, and delivered
his scholarly Interpretation of Apple-
mania

Sald Prafessor Milla: “It's terpsichorean -

jamming!” Swing youngsters are trying
to imitate on the dance-floor the spon-
taneous melodic improvisations of the
hot virtuosos. “Where musiclans are
pointed out In a jam session to take
chorus after chorus, dancing couples
participating in a Big Apple dance are
given the floor to take routine after
routine.” Mills Artsts and Consolidated
Radio Artists are readying several Big
Apple stage units. One unit will be com-
prised of Dixieland contest winners and
Ted Wallace’s Savoy Ballroom ‘Ork. A
movie short, whick will feature thLe
Mills Apple 18 now rolling and will give
Exclusive more bally.

Only hopeful sign on the horizon is
the withdrawal of Shapiro-Bernstein
from the fleld of battle. Shapiro-Bern-
stein had a Blg Apple ot their own all
polished up. However, in the words of a
Shapiro spokesman: “We have declded
to let Exclusive and Crawford fight it out
by themselves.”

Jelesnik To Double Into
New Haven Hotel Taft Spot

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Eugene Jeles-
nik, rellef band leader at the Hollywood
Restaurant here, 1s taking a four-week
leave of absence to organize and lead
'8 new elght-man Continental combo at
the Taft Hotel, New Haven, beginning
September 12. Hotel, now being man-
aged by J. O. Volt, former general man-
ager of the Sherry-Netherland here, is
booking an out-of-town band for the
1irst time when Jelesnik comes in.

Jelesnik's six-plece outfit remains at
the Hollywood and he will come in twice

a week to lead it for the WMCA broad-
casts,

Detroit Musicians® Scale Up

DETROIT, Sept. 4.—Musicians will re-
celve a dollar Pay Increase per man per
night with the beginning of baliroom
week, October 1. Stipulation made by
Detroit Federatton of Musiclans, Local 5,
lists also an $8 minimum for places like
the Vanity and Grande. Eastwood Park,
gl;!ystone and Arcadia fall into the 89

MUsIC

An Apple a Day!

LOUISVILLE, Sept. 4.— The Big
Apple has proved itself a match for
the big stick of the law in Louisville.
Neighbors complained to police about
the nolse from g mnocturnal swing
session and a couple of cops soon
arrived at the night club to apply
the soft pedal.

The band paused for an announce-
ment, calilng for less raucous revelry
among the dancers. When the music
started again Tubby Roush, pro foot-
ball coach, and a companion grabbed
the coppers by the arms and started
swinging them into the Apple.

The law nagged no further that
night.

MCA Reorganizing and
Building Up Coast Branch

NEW YORK, Sept. 4¢.—Music Corpo-
ration of Amerjca is reorganizing some
of its departmdnts. Harold Hackett has
left the local office to handle radio
for the new MCA office In Hollywood,
where he is experimenting with & com-
mercialized audition idea.

Lou Mindling and Jack Carney are
handling radio for MCA here now.
Matt Shaw 1s a2 recent addition to the
new Hollywood office, which™ Willlam
Stein will actively manage. Following the
trend of the agencies to Hollywood,
MCA is constructing its own bullding
there. It expects the new Coast branch
to become g big_proposition, second
only to the local office.

Charlie Miller, of the Chicago office,
is going to London for 2 short {rip.
Eddie Elkort, also of the Chicago otfice,
left town for Chicago yesterday.

Waller’s 2,000 at Akron;
But Biue Barron Still Top

AKRON, O. Sept. 4,~—Fats Waller's
Band placed second for the cwrrent
season at Summit Beach Park ballroom
August 26, when more than 2,000 pa-
trons jammed the big pavilion. - Blue
Barron previously had registered the top
gross when 2,800 persons pald to ‘dance
to his music. Lew Platt, managing di-
rector, has booked the Charles Stenross,
Ace Brigode and Bobby Grayson bands
for early September.

Wardrobe Stolen From Car

DETROIT, Sept. 4.—Murray King and
Roberta, dance act, lost their entire
new wardrobe and music when vandals
smashed the windows of their parked
car here Thursday night. They were
to open tonight at the local Blossom
Heath club.

Conducted by PAUL DENIS——Cqmmunications to 1564 Brosdway, New York City
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Crosby’s 150,000 “Leilanis”
Tops for Decca’s Best Year

$80,000 mnet for past season—-Crosby waxing beats
“Music Goes Round”® sales of the previous year—Webb,
Lunceford, J. Dorsey, Gray are other Decca champs

L

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Climaxing its third and most prosperous year in busi-
ness, Decca Records, Inc., cut a melon of $80,000 among its stockholders. Past
year has seen sales of 85-cent discs reach astronomical proportons. Best seller in
the Decca catalog was Bing Crosby's waxing of Sweet Leilani, which has already
topped 160,000 ‘and is still moving over the counters. Crogby beat the Riley-Farley
Music Goes Round and Round platter, which sold 125,000. Bing's new records,
Moon Got in My Eyes and It’s the Natural Thing To Do, {rom the score of Double or

Chi Music Notes

CHICAGO, Sept. 4.— Harry Carfleld
left the local Harms office this week to
take over the reins for Miller Music
Company. - Archie Levington, of the
Mills’ office here, will succeed Garfleld
at Harms.

Mack Goldman, professional manager
of Harms; Edwin H. Morrls, Warner
music head, and Rocco Vocco, of Music
Publishers’ Holding Company, were In
town this week from New York.

‘Waring and his Pennsylvanians played
a guest concert in Grant Park Monday,
taking leave from thelr stand at the
Drake Hotel for the occaslon.

Moonlight on the Highway, by Joe
Burke, Edgar Leslle and Al Sherman,
was Introduced here by Wayne King over
his CBS time and 18 ‘being pushed by
Irving Ullman, Joe Morris rep, for an-
other top position.

Sweet Like You, penned by Newell
Chase, has just left the Words and Muslc
press.

ASCAP Files Lincoln Papers

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—American Soci-
ety of Composers, Authors and Publish-
ers has filed briefs in connection with
the hearing in Lincoln, Neb., slated for
next Saturday, to determine the consti-
tutionality of the Nebraska statute bar-
ring the soclety from functioning within
the State. No immediate dedision is ex-
pected. Decislons on test cases of a simi-
lar nature in Washington and Montana
have not yet been returned.

Honor Sax Inventor

PARIS, Aug. 30—Town of Dinant,
Belgium, hes decided to erect a monu-
ment in honor of Antoine Joseph (known
as Sax), Inventor of the saxophone and
other musical Instruments. Sax was
born at Dinant in 1814 and died and
Paris in 1884.

Clean, Highbrow, No Royalties;
That’s Why Pubs Love Standards

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—With the song
publishing business going thru hectic
days, what with songwriters refusing to
write and radio stations Iimiting major
plugs to one every three hours, many a
pepular pub is getting stirred with the
idea of branching off into publication of
the standard classics, *“In the first
place,” sald one this week, “it’s nice and
clean, what you call highbrow. In the
second place, Bach is dead maybe 150
years and can’t collect any royaltles.”
Experience of the Sam Fox Publishing
Company, which in addition to plugging
20th Century-Fox scores has an active
catalog of standard numbers, shows;
however, that the highbrow biz, even
tho more steady, has headaches of its
own,

Fox has been publishing standardg
band, orchestra and vocal follos for 10
years and doing right well. Chief busi-
ness comes from schools, which buy new
orchestrations, trick numbers lke 15-
minute versions of grand operas and
special choral arrangements. Schools in
the Mliddle West, with new-fangled
pedagogical ideas, are more friendly to
new music books than the7more hide-
bound academtes in the It takes
about a year to establish a mew folio on
a profitable basis, but once established
it brings in the dough year after year
and will sell in the mneighborhood of
5,000,000 coples before it's replaced by a
more up-to-date edition. Trick is to get

2 college professor with a rep to make
up a new edition of standards, write an
introductichh and give it a fancy title
lke Classical Gems or World's Best
Songs. The stralght standard sheet biz
1s cornmered by Schirmer’s and Carl
Fischer, 50 pop pubs have to offer some-
thing special.

Next step is to get a school to buy the
book, and here contact men are jush
as important as in plugging pops, and
music superintendents are often tougher
nuts to crack than big-name ork leaders.
Fox has four contact men working the
Middle West.

Popularity within the last few years
of summer muslc camps, State festivals
which feature amsateur bands and sing-
ers and natlon-wide orchestra contests
help to spread school follos.
tion among standard pubs is keen to get
thelr editions recognized by the contest
committees. Certain selections are listed
‘as musts, and each contestdnt has to
play the same arrangement. Aside from
direct profit gained from contest ac-
ceptance, prestige for an edition ap-
proved by a contest committee or a
camp like Interlaken is tremendous and
breaks down sales resistance in the
schools.

Another publisher who is successful
with a standard line is E. B. Marks.
Understood that Robbins gave up after
an unhappy attempt at the classi

Competl- -

Nothing, are within distance of the
100,000 mark, altho released August 12.
Week of August 14 was the biggest in
Dececa history, with 145,000 records. sold.,
New sales branch has been opened In
Memphis, with J. S, Hornsby, formerly
salesman covering that territory, In
charge. Macy's 1s the briskest retall out-
let for Deccas locally. Macy’s has cut
prices as low as 20 cents sometimes.
Decca still retains its leadership in
the low-priced record 'fieM, In spite of
recent competition from the Irving
Mills Varlety Iline and from Victor's
Bluebird, with its ace song salesman,
Shep Tields. Decca recently entered the
75-cent fleld with a Personality scries,
but i having a hard time overcoming
the 35-cent tleup with the Ilabel.

_Stephane Grappelly’'s Quintet of hot

strings i8 the best 75-cent seller.

» Chick Webb, Jimmie Lunceford, Jim-
mie Dorsey and Glen Gray have been
other Decca profit makers during the
last year. Records of Andy Xirk and
his Clouds of Joy, altho not quite in
the big name class, have been consistent
“sellers. Clyde McCoy's jug of corn, some-
times known as Sugar Blues, is a steady
item and has passed 75,000 sales.

The East goes strongest for swing,
the South still wants hillbilly and race
records and the West Coast is strong for
Hawatlan musle.

Akron Ballroom Stays Open

AKRON, O. Sept. 4.— The spaclous
ballroom at Summit Beach Park here,
one of the largest in the Midwest, will
continue operation after the regular
park closing Labor Day, Lew Platt, man-
aging director, announced. The ball-
room will be open three nights weekly
thruout September and probably the
most of October, Platt reports business
at the ballroom the best since the rub-
ber boom ‘days when the park-plan
policy topped all ballroom takes in this
section of the country. The ballroom
has been operating six night a week and
has been alring a half hour nightly over
WADC, which 18 credited with doing
much toward restoring the ballroom to
its former top place.

Chi Music Secale Upped

CHICAGO, Sept. 4.—An Increase in
wage scales for musicians in musical and
dramatic shows here was effected during
a meeting with the union’s board of di-
rectors and representatives of the Shu-
bert Chicago Theaters. New agreement
is for two years starting Labor Day,

Scale for extra men in musicals in-
creased from 810 to $11 per performance,
Salary for dramatic shows per week,
elght performances or less, jumped
from 880 to $66.87. Extra performances
increased from $7.50 to $8.3¢ per per-
formance.

In Class 1 theaters where an orches-
tra 1s not regularly employed the scale
has been Increased from 898 to #$104
per week for eight performances or less,
excluding Sunday. Extra performances
for side men increased from 12 to 313
per performance.

The Big Apple—You
Can Eat or Dance It

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—It was Inevi-
table and here it is, The Big Apple
craze has inspired a dessert of the
same name on the luncheon and din-
ner menu of the Hotel Piccadilly.
Consists of an apple which has been
peeled, cored and parbolled, then
filled with frozen fruits topped with
whipped cream. 1

Sounds as loose and rambling a
mess as the Big Apple dance,
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JOHN REDMOND and Lee David are
to the front again with a new novelty
ballad bearing the caption of Could I
Write a Book?, with she subtitle About
You. Exclusive Publications has it.

HARRY STIDE, Bernard Maltin and
Herman Pincus have placed Let Rhythm
Ring with Denton & Haskin, New York
publishers.

JACK ECOFF, representing Mills
Music, Inc., in Philadelphia, was In town
last week attending the conference of
the firm's ' branch contact men and
executives.

GAUMONT-BRITISH PICTURES has
arranged with Jack Mills, Inc., to pub-
Jish the score of the film musical Gang-
way. Songs, which are by Sammy Lerner,
Al Qoodhart and Al Hofiman, include
Moon or No Moon, Lord and Lady
Whoosis, When You Goita ‘Sing You
Gotta Sing and Gengway.

REMICKS hts in preparation a new
all-star dance follo for the piano com-
piled by Dick Powell. Format contains
popular hits sponsored by the Music
Publishers' Holding Company.

E. B. MARKS has just released a nov=-
elty hot tune called The Snake Charmer,
by Teddy Powell and Leonard Whitcup,
with arrangement by Larry Clinton,

FRANK CAPANO, general manager of
Tin Pan Alley Music Company, Philadel-
phie, has assigned three npmbers of his
catalog to the Lewis Music Company,
New York. Buy involves Summer Girl,
by Frank Cramen and Frank Capano;
Heaven s Here, by Rowland Croasdale,
and Sorryglad, by Jack Jaffe, Frank
Capano and Ed Salecto.

IN THE score of 20th Century-FoX's new
pix is a novelty number entitled A Swiss
Hill Billy, Sam Fox Publishing Company,
which publishes 20th's dittles, looked
over the score and declded they liked
everything but the Hill Billy song. They
were getting ready to forget about it,
when QGQuy Lombardo looked over the
music and was taken with the Hill Rilly
more than any other number from the
score. The king of the schmaltzy saxes
18 plugging it regularly now as a comedy
vocal speclalty.

S’heef—?husfé Leaders

{Week Ending September 4)

Based on reports from leading job-
bers, and retall music outlets from
Coasat to Coast, the songs listed below
are & consensus of music actually
moving off the shelves from week to
week. The “barometer” is accurate,
with necessary allowance for day-to-
day fluctuations, Number in paren-
theses iIndicates position 1in lest
week’s listing.

Sales of music by the Maurlce
Richmond Musiec Corporation, Inc.,
are not fncluded, due to the exclusive
selling agreement with a number of
publishers. Acknowledgment is madc
to Mayer Music Corporation, Music
Sales Corporation and Ashley Music
Supply Company, of New York; Lyon
& Healy; Carl Fischer, Inc.; Gamble
Hinged Music Company and Western
Book and Stationery Company, of
Chicago.

1. So Rare (Robbins} (1} -

2. My Cabln of Dreams (8crlin). (6)

3. Whispers in the Dark (Famous) (3)
4. Sailboat iIn the Moonlight (Crawford)

2)
5. Harbor Light (Marlo) (4)

6. First. Time | Saw You' (Santly) (7)
7. 1 Know Now (Remick) (10)

8. It Looks Like Rain (Morris) (5}

9, Blue Hawaii (Famous) (9}

10. josephine (Fcist)

11, Stardust on the Moon (Marks)

12. The Old Fealing (Feist}

13. Atraid To Dream (Miller) (12)

14, Have You GCot Any Casties, Baby

{Harms)
15. Merry-Go-Round Broke Dowp (Harms)
(8)

PHONOGRAPH RECORD best sell-
ers will be found on page 87.

Pubs, Writers
Still Play Mad

Yes, no and maybe—each
waits and hopes—uniform
contraet junked

[ ]

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Conflicting re~
ports regarding the war between the
publishers and songwriters over syn-
chronization and transcriptions were
issued this week. One spokesman for
the pubs let it be known that nego-
tiations with the tunesmiths might very
well lead to a peaceful settlement
shortly. Irving Caeser, president of
Songwriters’ Protective Assoclation, de-
nied the near probability of an agree-
ment. After simmering down to & long
period of “watchful waiting,” situation
took a sharp turn last week when the
writers voted a $40,000 war chest to take
‘the matter Into court and setting up
of a Coast SPA branch to -align the
movie writers, 5

Harry Fox, chalrman of the board of
Muslie Publishers’ Protective Assoclation,
sald the pubs were not yet certain as
to the basis upon which a suit by SPA
would rest.

Generzl opinion in the music industry
is that the publisher is more than essen-
tial to the writer for purposes not only
of publishing but exploiting tunes,
With the standard uniform contract
junked, and in view of Caesar's state-
ment that he would back writers In
publishing their own tunes, just what
will happen is dubjous.

General belief is that the writers
might get as far as publishing, but
doubt exists as to whether the writers
are financially capable of proper exploi-
tation. It is pointed out that theoret-
{cally a writer could make a speclal
contract with the publisher which would
withhold sync and transcription rights,
but few, if any, pubs are likely to accede
to such a bargain.

Problem 1is & further indication of
the Inadequacies of the copyright law
of 1910, the provisions of which have
been found to be unable to cope with
the high-geared music industry, partic-
ularly in view of the rapid rise of new
uses for music.

Current understanding is that the
publisher, as copyright proprietor, con-
trols the following exclusive rights:
(1) To print, reprint, publish, copy and
sell the copyrighted work, (2) Right to
make arrangements and transpositions.
(3) Right to reproduce it mechanically.
(4) Right to publicly perform 1t for
profit.

HEAVY LEGIT:

(Continued from page 5)
nounced, but advertised as opening Oc-
tober 26.

On the Northside, Madeline Skelly
Foust s rehearsing Star Dust, written and
directed by herself, as the opener for the
“world’s smallest” Kilbuck Theater.
Booked for a September 7 preview and
premiere the following night, Star Dust
is a nine-person comedy, being staged by
williem Holtz, recently of the Qarrick
Theater, Kennebunk Port,

First Nixon stage affering will. be Max-
well Anderson’s new prose dramsa, Star
Wagon, opening September 20 with Bur-
gess Meredith and Lilllan Gish prior to Its
Broadway unvelling, Other dates set are
Brother Rat .for September 27; the The-
ater’s Gulld’s Madame Bovary, with Con-
stance Cummings, for October 11; Tallu-
1ah Bankhead and Conway Tearle in An-
tony and Cleopatra for October 18;
Tovarich, with Marta Abba, for October
26, ‘and Helen Hayes In Victoria Regina
for Thanksgiving week.

Likewise-penciled in on Brown's calen-
dar are Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fontanne
in Amphytrion 38, Charlotte Greenwood
in So Long Letty, Henry Fonda in The
Virginian, Maurice Evans in King Richard
11, Ina Claire in a dramatization of An-
thony Trollope’s Barchester Towers, Eddie
Cantor in g new Shubert show, Ed Wynn
in Hurrah for What?, the new Ziegfeld
Follies, High Tor, You Can’t Take It With
You, Having Wonderful Time; Yes, My
Darling Daughter; Room Service, The
Women, Stage Door, Frederika and The
Three Waltzcs. -

Becretary Thomas Kenyon, of the
American Thenter Soclety officc here, in-
forms that subscriptions to date have
surpassed last year's.

Reviews of Records

By

Victor

Return of the BENNY GOODMAN
QUARTET held promise for the waxo-
phile. But these good men must have
lost it on thetr way to the studio. Un-
doubtedly offered as a musical tribute
to his memory, The Man I Love Is 2
slow drag that does justice to melther
George  Giershwin nor the foursome.
Backing with Avalon (25644) has 'em
back In a groove. But it's way below
ihe standard previous set, and a mighty
poor one when we recall the Avalon
flve-pennied some years back by Red
Nichols.

TOMMY DORSEY and his clambaking
clan go low down on After You and
pucker up for All You Want To Do Is
Dance (25647). Tune structure Is more
to their order than some of thelr more
recent recordings, but we still maintain
these Dorseyltes can toot, sturdler stuff.

In “hit-parade” fashioh rather than
the "“Ritz-Carlton” billing, RICHARD
HIMBER fashions for metatarsal glidings
So Many Memories and Till the Clock
Strikes Three (25645). And for the more
spirited stepplngs BUNNY BERIGAN,
who will next be heard from Brunswick
quearters after schooling on Victor, blows
the blues away in Let ‘Er Go and Turn
On That Red-Hot Heat- (25648), with
Gall Reese, band's newest canary, failing
to impress.

The soft-volced, soothing bary ballad~
ing of JEAN SABION, French importa-
tlon for NBC air pipings, is waxed for
the first time. A fetching coupling in
his premlere with Can ! Forget. You?
and Afraid To Dream (26643), the studio
crew for the accomps.

Decca

The Bing Crosby Double or Nothing
flicker dominates the labels here. And
whlle their tune texture- doesn't rate
among the better movie-lot givings,
waxings are both listenable and darnce-
able. BING CROSBY cuts four sides
himself, with John Scott Trotter doing
the background wand wavings, for The
Moon Got in My Eyes, Smarty, IU’s
the Natural Thing To Do and All You
Want To Do Is Dance (1375, 1876).

JIMMY DORSEY cuts it convention-
ally for The Moon Got in My Eyes and
All You Want To Do Is Dance (1377),
Bob Eberle barying; and with Don Mat-
teson piping the wordage bears down on
it for a plenty lifto It's the Natural
Thing To Do, and especially Afier You
(1378), More from the Double or Noth-
ing score, with COUNT BASIE whipping
out plenty of his planology for Lisien,
My Children, and You Shall Hear and a
smart swung Smarty \(13'79).

EDGAR HAYES continues to skyrocket

‘with syncopation that examplifies the

sepla swingouts, his keyboard knuckling
a standout in cat circles. Coupling of
Satin Takes a Holiday and High, Wide
and Handsome (1382), with Joe Gar-
land’s tenor sax riding, is another item
for your attention. Seems like a banner
day for the Stelnway squatters. WILLIE
SMITH and his Cubs heating the lids
for a bless-you-sister The Old Stamping
Ground and Get Acquainted With Your-
self (1880), O'Neil Spencer piping the
swingy psalmpation.

The hula:hula harmonists strum in
peppery . tempo their native nuances,
HARRY OWENS and his Royal Hawatian
Hotel Orchestra twoing 2 laughing song,
Ta-Hu-Wa-Hu-Wa, and” If Your Aloha
Means I Love You (1381); and RAY
KINNEY,. tenoring the, syllabics with
Dick McIntire andhis Harmony Hawal-~
ians, ditties' the Dusky Polynesian com-
edy ditty and the hulaish Pua Aloha
(1331).

A “Symposium of Swing” is being
readled for marketing by Victor. Hot
Jaxz cults have been clamoring for full
courses of swing study, as packed on
platters in European countries. And now
they alm to feed the cats a heavy dosage.
Album wifl bé nothing short of & swing
fiesta, with Tommy Dorsey; Benny Good-
man, Fats Waller and Bunny Berigan con-
tributing a tabel.” Swing aces have been
glven a dozen inches to spread their
stuff instead of the usual 10. Warren
Scholl. who had a hand in the Bix
Belderbecke album, which the swing cults
turned down as being poor sampling for
a dedicatory opus, has prepared the
lecture notes on this tame, Candid camera
shots of the swing tcachers and their
instrumental pupils will ilustrate this
rhythm-rocked textbook.

M. H. ORODENKER

Bluebird

JESSE CRAWFORD, with Helen Craw-
ford at a second comnsole, stylize their
syncopating with organology interludes.
Theirs is a smoothie for the hot and
sweet steppings, sauspiclously cutting
their premiere with four sides, Me, My-
self and I, Dancing Under the Siars, It's
the Natural Thing To Do and After You
(7105, 7107). g

HOD WILLIAMS, another newcomer
to the labels with his mechanized music,
has four Initial sides to display a smooth
but undistinguished brand of dance in-
centives in The Lady From Fifth Avenue,
Night Over Shanghai, Little Fraternity
Pin and My Secret Love Affair (7106,
7108).

DIXIELAND SWINGSTERS i8 another
new name for this label, moniker hiding
a jam-up combo which is true to the
Hickory House tradition and up to the
swing-street standard, beating it out
undiluted for Touched in the Head and
Swingster's Lullaby (7109).

TEX DUNN and his Arizona Cowboys,
with a demon fiddle tearer who has no
respect for time or space, sing the
ranchy rhythms to your likings for
Little Texas Cowgirl and Away Out
There (7112).

Vocalion

Here’s a threesome of stove llds to
make your oven sizzle. And 1f you've
got conservatory leanings they'll get in
your hair. Serving notice to those who
swear by Ella Fitzgerald and Blillie Holi-
day, MAXINE SULLIVAN (she's Maxine
Willlams at the Onyx Club) enters her
bid for swing-diva idolatry. Takes top
billing over Claude Thornhill, who now
uges & barrel-house gang to surround
his keyboard knuckling for her backing
and makes for the swingler sort of song-
shouting for I'm Coming, Virginia, and
guaranteed to make the lads from kiltie
lands either shudder - or hop, ZLoch
Lomand (3654).

Clary wiz Irving ¥azzola, with the
guitar, bass and xylophone-vibes of Lou
Singer, Manny Stein and Lloyd Relner,
let themselves be known ‘ as the
RHYTHM MANIACS. 'Beat out their
tools for a truly jam-inspired Pagan
Love Song, with Bud Johnson following
the scat formula on the wordage. Platter
partner, Somebody Stole My Gal (3665),
starts down -In the cornfields, with the
woodpile picking it up to swing street
for a wicked windup. Boys have got
sumptin’ there that bears cultivating.

LOUIS PRIMA is back in ‘the groove
with his New Orleans Gang for a Prima-
primative Tin Roof Blues and You Can’t
Have Everything (3657). Latter page I8
replete with drumnastics by the band’s
new snare beater, Godfrey Hirsch, who
comes from the same back yard that put
out Prima.

LABOR LINES

{Continued from page 3)
serlously regarded as other than a factor
in Dbettering performer conditions by
working thru the employer. Should SAG
and AFRA draw up & list of franchised
agents, however, the fagt that theatrical
laktor distinctly exercises what might be
called a *“Jurisdiction’” 'over middlemen
will stand out. sharply.

Situation (s one which is developing
without beneflt of ballyhoo and has the
tinge of inevitability. It is perfectly In
Mine with the terrific increase in ther
atrical labor activity and may be re-
garded as an innocent or unintentional
by-product of the agitated labor scene.
It is, In effect, one more step toward
what seems to be the gradual develop-
ment of a "closed shop” for all engaged
in show biz.

Thus far, closed shops enjoyed by pel-
former unions include Actors’ Equity,
Chorus Equity, Screen Actors’ Guild and
Hebrew Actors’ Union. The Four A's will
undoubtedly meake an effort to help the
advent of closed shops in the jurisdic-
tlons of the American Federation of Ac-
tors, the American Federation of Radio
Artists and the Burlesque Artists’ Asso-
clation.

No telling where labor's tentacles may
ultimately reach, the gase of the AFM
preparing to license recording and elec-
trical transcription companies belng 2
case in point.

ROY MUSIC COMPANY has added Al
J. Nieberg as staff lyrio writer.
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Songs With Most Radio Plugs

(A WEEKLY FEATURE)

Songs listed below are those which received six or more plugs on the networks,
wJZ and WEAF (NBC) and WABC (CBS), between 5 p.m. and 1 a.m. weekdays,
and between 11 a.m. and 1 a.m. Sundays, jrom Friday, August 27, thru Thursday,
September 2; and also, for compurative purposes, from Friday, August 20, thru
Thursday, August 26. Ratings are based on the number of combined network plugs
for each song.

Also listed under Independent Plugs are the combined plugs for each song on
WOR, WNEW, WMCA and WHN for the same period.

The symbol “F” afier the title of a song denotes it originated in a film; symbol
»M” indicates derivation from. a musical production.

This census is collated and compiled by The Billboard staff (rom data supplied
to The Billboard by the Accurate Reporting Service.

Bruno Kern’s Forecast

Note: This new weekly feature is
designed as a service jor band leaders,
enabling them to anticipate songs
that should reach front ranks of pop-
wlarity in the near future.

This week’'s selection:

THE BIG APPLE, published by Exclusive
Publications, Inc., New York.

Position Title Publishef Plugs

Aug27-8ept.2 Aug.20-26
Net. Ind. Net. Ind.

1. My Cabin of Dreams....... ... Berlin 3¢ 23 30 23
2. BORAre . .cccvniiiiiinnnianns « Robbins 32 22 19 18
3. I Know Now (F)........... . Remick 31 18 30 28
4. Whispers in the Dark (F)... . Pamous 30 32 28 22
5. That Old Feeling (F)....... . Feist 28 24 32 18
6. Yours and Mine (F)........ . Rébbins 26 23 18 18
7. Stardust on the Moon..... . Marks 25 20 17 22
8. Afraid To Dream (F)..... . Miller 23 23 19 22
9. First Time I Saw You..... . Santly-Joy 21 22 23 26
9. Remember Me (F).......... . Witmark 21 19 17 14
10. You’'re My Desire.. . Milis 19 12 11 11
11. Harbor Lights ..... ARk PO e ..Marlo 18 11 11 10
11. Folks Who Live on the Elll (F)...... Chappell 18 7 11 12
11. Sallboat in the Moonlight.... . Crawford 18 28 18 21
11. Where or When (M)........ .Chappell 18 15 17 25
11. Moon Got in My Eyes (F). . Select 18 12 11 12
11. So Many Memories....... e . Shapiro, Bernsteln 18 6 13 1
12. Can I Forget You? (F)...iviivannennn Chappell 17 26 23 32
12. Have You Got Any Castles, Baby? (F).Harms 17 21 20 19
12. Stop, You're Breaking My Heart (F)..Famous 17 17 17 26
12. It Looks Like Rain................c... Morris 17 10 1 11
18. I'm Feeling Like a Milllon (F). . Robbins 15 15 16 19
13. Moon &t 568 ....c.iceenaaaaan . Mills 15 9 9 6
13. Miller’s Daughter, Marianne. . Shapiro. Bernsteln 15 7 12 4
14. CaravantsisAG it Sty et . Exclusive 14 20 18 19
14. Gone With the Wind.......... Berlin 14 16 16 19
14. You Can’t Have Everything (F). . Miller 14 15 5 15
14. The S8hag .. ... i iicaiinniinins . Ager, Yellen 14 11 9 8
14. Am I in Love? (F). . Witmark 14 7 12 8
14. Lovely One (F)....... . Felst 14 7 7 13
16. Me, Myself and I........... . Words & Muslc 13 19 20 16
15. Loveliness of You (F). . Miller 13 16 21 18
15. Smarty (F) .....iiiniiaiaan. . Popular 13 18 12 16
16. In a Little Carolina Town.. . Crawford 12 11 12 8
17. Satan Takes a Holiday........ . Lincoln 11 24 14. 21
17. Ebb "Tide 5000 snh a/a oo anhnnimns 2 <++....Popular 11 3 5 3
18. It’s the Natural Thing To Do (F)....Select 10 15 8 14
18. Am I Dreaming? ......c.ccoeomunnne . Davis 10 4 10 12
18. I Won’t Take No for an Answer . Schuster-Mi]ler 10 4 8 3
18. We'll ‘Ride the Tide Together.. . Paull-Ploneer 10 3 9 5
18. My Secret Love Affair (F)... .. Movietone 10 2 4 5
18. Moonlight on the Highway........ . Morris 10 0 6 o
18. You Can't Stop Me From Dreaming...Remick 10 0 0 Q
19. If I Can Count on YoU............ . Ager, Yellen 9 19 8 12
18. On With the Dance (F).... . Harms 9 4 8 5
19. Scattin’ at the Kit Kat... Exclusive 9 4 3 4
19. One ROBE ....... Shapiro, Bernstein 9 3 10 2
19. Toodle-00 ... . Shaplro, Bernstein 9 3 4 5
19. Tomorrow Is Another Day (F) Robbins 9 2 7 9
19. Dreams for Sale........coe.oos Mills ) 0 4 1
20. Cause My Baby Says It's 8o (F) .Remick 8 14 9 14
20. Love Me Red Star 8 11 7 9
20. Big Apple . .. Crawford 8 9 < P
20. Don’t You Know or Don'’t You Care(M). Felst 8 7 9 6
20. Study in Brown...... e ST AT R N Lincoln 8 6 6 7
21. PosIn? (M) “vuvecncnnccannnanss . Chappell 7 16 8 9
21. Heaven Help This Heart of Mine . Chappell 7 9 2 8
21. Yankee Docdle Band (F)....... . Berlin 7 7 3 3
21 Vieni VIenl ..J..eeeeencasaronnanannn Witmark 7 6 (] 2
21. I Wouldn't Change You for the World. Donaldson 7 4 5 14
21. Till the Clock Strikes Three.......... Shapiro. Bernstein 7 2 11 8
21. Pardon Us, We're in Love (F). . Milter 7 2 4 5
21. SIBONEY t.vniiiinrrininanansans . Pelst 7 2 2 0
21. Goodbye, Jonah (M) . Robbins 7 1 2 0
21. You and I Know (M) : . Robbine 7 a 2 0
22. Love Is On the Alr Tonight (F)....Harms 8 7 7 6
22. Old King Cole (F)...covveeaan . Harms (] (] 8 8
22. Love Is Never Out of Season (F)...... Feist 6 6 3 3
22. Is 1t Love or Is It Infatuation? (¥)...Famous (] 4 4 1
22, Life of the Party (F) ...cocecveennans Berlin (] 3 0 6
22. If You're Ever in My Arms Agaln.... Exclusive 8 Q. 5 2
22. You Are SO Heavenly...........-.... Stasny-Lang 8 0 [} 0

Turn to our Amusement Machines, Music Section, for listing of the five best
record sellers (Bluebird, Brunswick, Decca, Master, Variety, Victor and Vocalion)

Jor the week ending September 6.

NO EXEMPTIONS

(Continued from page 5)
the State labor department were prepar-
ing to launch a cempaign Monday for
strict enforcement in the Pittsburgh dis-
trict, under the supervision of George B.
McDonough.

Avcording to the mew law, employees
may not work more than eight hours &
day and the elght hours must be Included
In 10 consecutive hours. Likewise, they
may not work more than 44 hours per
Week, nor more than six days per week.
A rest period of 30 minutes must be al-
lowed after five continuous hours of work-
Ing. Employees in resort hotels may con-

tinue on the present hour sch
September 10?’: SRy

SEEK RULING

(Continued from page 5)

ater divorcement” act, would require the
Minnesota and American Amusement
companies, becaude of the direct or ln-
dlrect interest which Paramount Pictures,
Inc., thru stock ownership or otherwise,
has In each of the motion pictures which
they respectively operate to cease to op-
erate their theaters as of March 15, 1938,
or to incur heavy fines and pensalties
which could, it is set forth in the com-
plaint, run to 850,000 & day.

In substance, the constitutlonality of
the act is denled on the grounds it de-
prives plaintiffs of property and property
rights without due process of law,

Band Reviews

Jack Denny and Orchestra

Reviewed at the Chicago, Theater,
Chicago. Style—Show and dance band.

Instiumentation: Jack Denny, leader
and arranger; PFred Crisci, Benny Fair-)
banks, Tony Castelalo and Dan Burt,
saxes; Jerry Brooks, Chick Belle and
Marty Astorian, brass; Myron Hsanley,
violin; Arthur Illardi, plano; Dan
D’Andrea,  guitar; Ralph D'Cammilo,
bass; Charles Herstoff, drum, and Sam
Amorrosi, harp. Bob Pace is featured
vocalist.

Denny has been in front of a band for
16 years now and still ranks {n a top
position. While only two of his original
men are in the present outfit, his aggre-
gation has the earmarks of an ace dance
band, furnishing silky smooth music
that is both listenable and danceable.

Unlike its swing competitors, this or-
chestra goes In for softer arrangements
and for more of a symphonic tempo-that
is Iin keeping with the taste of the
masses. -

A good spot in the band 18 given to
Sam Amorrosi, harpist and one of
Denny’s original men, In medleys he
singles in a selection, in this case a heat
version of Little Old Lady.

At the Chicago Theater band played
for two weeks to great business. IV re-
cently closed & 17-week stay at the
Drake Hotel in Chicago and is penciled
in for a return engagement starting in
December. Honigberg.

Joaquin Grill and Orchestra
Reviewed at Fairmont Hotel, San
Francisco. Style—Dance band.

Thstrumentation: Joaquin Grill, piano
and accordion; Jimmy Chanos, trumpst;

Carl Barello, trombone; Bill Holman,
Nick Battis, Walter Neuman, &aXes;
George Maun, violln; Mertan Sass,

drums; Elso Razzano, bass; Joe Bruhl,
electric guitar and piano; Al Grayco,
vocal; Dorothy Allen, vocal.

This young band received its -first
goad break when it was chosen to reopen
the Fairmont Hotel a few weeks ago.
Before that it had played around the
bay area and at various summer resorts,
gaining much-needed experience.

Grill 1s a good-looking young fellow
who cuts quite "a figure as he directs
from the piano. He has & capable bunch
of young muslcians and works hard with
them. The style of the band is smooth
and patterned somewhat along the lines
of George Olsen—the old Orville Knapp
Band. Electric guitar end violins are
featured. Many medleys are played,
which is good for dancing purposes.
Rumbas and tangos well .done.

Grayco’s vocalizing stops the dancers
in the room. Plenty of personality.
Dorothy Allen is a gal to watch. Tho
young, she has had & lot of experlence
both with bands and dolng solo work on
the air. Lots of class, looks, personality
and abtlity. Should go far.

The band’s air work is not as smooth
as It should be. Technical trouble for
the first few airings might -be partly to
blame. Should settle down to good run-
ning order very soon. All in all, a very
likely looking young outfit. Helly.

SHELVEY SUCCEEDS

(Continued from page 5)
his adieus to members on the project
this week.

Joint Appeals Board, in reference to dis-
missals on the Jewish' Unlit, recently de-
cided that Bernard Freund, director of
the unit, was influenced by “certain ele-
ments on the project.”” Board directs that
the project, as it existed before July 15,
be reviewed by a competent person other
than Freund for the purpose of a prompt
determination of who properly should be
dismissed. Appeals board reps were Lil-
llan L. Poses, Victor 8. Gettner and
Suzanne Vorse. Hyman Salmonson, at-
torney, handled the case for the workers,
winning their reinstatement.

Philly_ Musie
Unions Fight

Colored local called strike-
breaker by Loecal 77—fight
over cabaret jobs .

[

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4 —Impasse be=-
tween Musicians’ Local 77 and its sub-
sidiary colored union, Local 274, busts
wide open again; with A. Anthony Tomel,
77 prez, charging the sepla syncopators
with being a strike-breaking agency.
While a picket line was set up at the
Lexington Casino, nabe nitery, against
the use of non-union tooters, Local 274
boys passed thru and took the job.
And just as the picketers were reaching
a settlement point, colored musicians
slgned a long-term contract for the
spot. AFM has declded in favor of
Local 77, declaring the Local 274 con-
tract vold.

And now, with the colored tooters
stepping in on the Ampasse between
Tomel and Benny the Bum'’s, Joe Weber
has asked Local 247 to show cause why
its chgrter shouldn’'t be réevoked. Re-
fusing to meet the upped wage scale
set by the musician’s union, Benny
the Bum has taken his case before the
mayor's labor relations board and is
auditioning a colored band, reported- to
be that of Prankie Fairfax, Local 247
secretary.

Weber has advised Tomel that Local
77 may vote -to place the Bum's on lts
blacklist. With Local 247 jeopardizing
its charter by placing ‘a colored combo
there, Paul Specht still pressing a claim
for. moneys against the place and the
AFM placing it on the restricted terrl-
tory list for travellng bands, Local 77
is in a position to blot out the spot.
Matter will be presented before the
membership at & special mesting
Tuesday.

PITT HOTEL——
(Continued from page 4)

to Bookjans, were union business repre=
sentatives Carl Hacker and John Mayer.

The strike was actually a twin. Walk-
out number one occurred at 5:15 over the
closed-shop clause, then was supposedly
settled around 8 p.m. when the hotel and
union officials signed the contract, which
will be in effect until October 1, 1938. A
few minutes later the employees resumed
thelr picket posts after a meeting re-
pudiated the treaty on the grounds-that
they thought it would allow the hotel to
discriminate against strikers.

In dispute was a clause Vesting in the
employer sole right to pass upon.the
qualifications of employees hired under
the closed~shop contract and stipulating
no one would he fired without cause, As
redrafted before the second and final
settlement the paragraph provides the
same stlpulations in different language,
as well as arbitration machinery. for
redress where dismissals are believed un-
Just, and the management’s promise that.
the strikers will be rehired without dis-
crimination.
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Banks and Bondholders Tell
Philly Cafes How To Operate

Regimenting hotels and cafes—floor shows during lunch-
eon, standard minimum charge, no covers, no benefits,

xno price cutting—bankers

are the bosses

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4—Banks and bondholders, including the First Mortgage

Corpo

ration, stepped in the iocal hotel and night club situation for the first

time with an order that the boys toe the line. Money lenders, seeing red in its

deepest hue,
thelr financial support and credit.
a code for their desk business, Arthur

handed down &n “unless” dictum with the threat of calling in all
The Hotelmen’s Assoclation having adopted

H. Padula, Arcadla International House

chieftaln, was delegated to round robin with the operators of hotel dining rooms

and the center-city class niterles. Meet
ing called for Thursday at the Ritz-
Carlton Hotel will bring together repre-
sentatives of the Adelphia, Philadel-
phian, Walton, Ben Franklin, Ritz-
Carlton, Bellevue-Stratford and Warwick
hotels; Padula for the Arcadla, and Benny
Vogelman for Benny the Bum's. While
some of the hotels limit their dining
room entertainment to an orchestra, the
banks weuld force all to add floor shows.

That price cutting and unfailr compe-
tition be eliminated before they can get
the credit to launch the new fall season,
operators will be urged to adapt =2
atandard scale, If the bondholders exert
sufficlent pressure, 81 and $1.26 dinners
will be out. A uniform minimum price
for dinners, to include a floor show and
dancing, is set at $1.50. No cover charges
are asked, but a standard minimum
supper charge s set for $1.60 weekdays
and $2.50 Saturdays and holidays, to in-
clude a floor show and dancing. A most
drastic measure calls for a floor show
and dancing during lunch, minimum set
at 81.

The musictans’ union and the enter-
talners themselves having falled to curb
the evll, the banks are stepping in to
demand taboo on benefits.

Groups Insisting upon & hotel's or
night club’s floor show for their private
function will have to pay for both the
talent and the privilege. Plan devised by
Padula calls for outside parties paying
double on a pro rate basis for any acts
desired. Performers playing outside
dates will be pald pro rata, with the
management pocketing the surtex. Altho
unapprised of the fact, nabobs will learn
that any booking on their part will call
for a 8100 license fee, under terms of
the McGee-Walsh Bill that went into ef-
fect this week.

Bank officials explain that their plan
18 strictly precautionary and designed
to keep the spots operating on a profit
basis. Money lords point out that with
the musician, performer and walter de-
manding incregsed wages, the city carry-
ing on an anfusement tax which adds
8120 to the $600 license fee, new State
law of a 44-hour week for women adding
more help to the pay roll, and food
prices sky-rocketing, their regimenting
the cafe field 18 strictly a self-preserva-
tion move on part of the investors. All
operators will have to post a cash bond
subject to forfelture on violating the
code.

Storm centers at the meeting will come
from the Adelphta Hotel and Benny the
Bums. When the local musicians’ union
placed Benny’s in a Class A wage-scale
category, Fogelman complained to the
mayor's labor relations board that his
spot's take couldn't meet the upped
salary level.

At the Hotel Adelphia situation 18 re-
versed. Spot ¥ undoubtedly the town's
most consistent groseer and Jack Lynch
discloses he will fight any attempt to
Jeopardize his steady clientele by ralsing
prices to help those failing to meet their
nut. "I have consistently showed satis-
fying profits at prices to meet the local
pocketbooks, and at the same time have
been able to give Philadelphia a floor
show and entertainment of the highest
caliber,” sald Lynch. “If the banks force
the Hotel Adelphia agalnst the wall, I
will open my own club my own way out-
side the hotel.”

A Three-Name Guy

BOSTON, Sept. 4—Buddy Blalsdell,
formerly at Steuben’s Vienna Room, s
a professional with national allases.

Here he was known as Buddy Blais-
dell, in New York as Walter Blake,
and on the Coast, with Johnny
Green's network show, as Jimmy
Blair.

Dallas Casino Has
Leanest Week Yet

DALLAS, Sept. 4. — Pan - American
Casino has just suffered its leanest week
of the season, but advent of Benny
Goodman’s Orchestra and attendant spe-
clal promotion Thursday is expected to
give the Casino impetus to finish out
the autumn months.

The biggest, worry at present is filling
out the period from September 19 until
October 2, when Borrah Minevitch's
Harmonica Rascals and Sten Kavanaugh
return. The appsarently empty period
will be caused by departure of Goodman,
Sybil Bowan, Gil Lamb and the Diamond
boys unless some of those acts are
held over. i

Anson Weeks' Band will succeed Good-
man, and Roger Pryor’s Orchestra is un-
der contract for the remaining three
weeks of the season after Weeks leaves.

Bookers Seek To
Up Philly Wages
PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 11.—With the
local musiclans’ union adding approxi-
mately a dollar a day to the tooters’
scale, bookers are seeking an appor-

tionate increase for performers working
the nitery field. The Theatrical Book-

ing Agents’ Assoclation, in co-operation -

with the United Entertainers’ Assocla-
tion, will meet next,K week to stabilize
the nitery scale for entertalners.

Proposals call for weekly net minimum
of $30. Single date and club bookings
remain at 87 per showing, with 812 for
a two.day engagement. TBAA 1s espe-
clally concerned about the scale for
out-of-town acts. Current weekly mini-
mum of $20, plus room, board and trans-
portation, will be hiked to the quarter
mark.

To Reopen Canton Club

CANTON, O., Sept. 4—Slim Howard 18
planning a near future opening of the
Club Continental here. Spot will pre-
sent a 10-act show nightly, opening show
to feature Eileen Prevost, vocalist, and
Bill Garnick and band.

Hotel Ohio Reopens Room

YOUNGSTOWN, O., Sept. 4—Tally-Ho
Room in Hotel Ohlo has opened for the
fall and winter. Spot has been alr-con-
ditioned. Johnny White and the Don-
All Jon Boys, recently featured at the
Great Lakes Exposition, are entertalning
currently.

Get ’Em Young

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4—The ac-
cent 18 definitely on youth when
George Hale goes hunting for chorines
to glorify at New York's Paradise
Cafe. Scanning candidates to sport
scantles, Hale auditioned the local
crop at Al White’s dancing studlos.
Sorrowfully admitting he couldn't do
better than seven possibilities among
the half hundred applying last week,
Hale explained that the beauties were
too old. At 21 they're on the border
line and at 22 practically in a home
for the aged, mused Hale. He wants
‘em 17 or 18.

Talent Demand -
Up in Pittsburgh

PITTSBURGH, Sept. 4—A paradox in
talent availability exists here. George
Jaffee received personal ‘appearances
from 85 girls In response to & news-
paper ad two weeks ago asking for
chorines in his vaudesque line, yet night
club bookers are crying for talent, Sec-
retary Larry Kennith of the Enteriaine
ment Managers’ Assoclation reveals.

""We need all kinds of performers, even
men,” Kennith wailed. “Business is so
good and so many clubs are opening
that spots almost have to fight to get
half decent acts now.”

Added to Kennith’s office atcounts this
week were new spots.in Youngstown,
O.; Cumberland, Md., and Indiana, Pa.,
while other agents likewlse reported
brisk business. And after Labogy Day
more clubs are opening.

Wagner Clipped in Court

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—Failure of one of
his acts to click did not relleve Buddy
‘Wagner, orchestra leader and entrepeneur,
of paying salaries to his performers, ruled
City Court Justice Frank Carlin in allow-
ing $840 to Gabby Lesley, dancer on &
six weeks® tour contract she had had with
Wagner. Miss Lesley was a member of
wagner's unsuccessful Broedway Revue
in Latin-America. Court gave defendant
two years in which to pay up or be held
for contempt.

N. Y. Kit Kat Resumes

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—The Kit Kat
Club wil¥introduce its new fall all-sepla
revue September 10, featuring the music
of Maurice Rocco and his Rocking
Rhythm Orchestra. Entertainers will be
headed by Dorothy Salters, seen in Walter
Wangel's Vogues of 1938; the Charloteers
and Cook and Brown, dancing team seen
in Wanger'a 52d Streef, New policy calls
for early opening to include the dinner
sesslons, Club had hitherto catered only
to after-theater patronage.

Detroit Clubs Resume

DETROIT, Sept. 4—The S8aks Cafe
opena September 14 with the Harrlet
Smith line of girls. Club 1040 will
reopen September 15, featuring Joaquin
Garay. Both spots will book thru the
Sally Fields office.

Adams Has Harrisburg Spot

HARRISBURG, Sept. 4—Jack Adems
is the new manager and permanent emsee
at the Wilson Hotel Club, with plens to
specialize in girl acts to support his own
dancing. Spot handled thru Philly office
of Jay Raymond.

Showing Night Gag Is Again

Popular in Chicago Cabarets

CHICAGO, Sept. 4—Showing night ‘18
again becomihg a popular feature in
night clubs here. Bookers for club tal-
ent prefer to see & new act on & nitery
floor before buying it. Several agents
and bookers have made arrangements
with spot operators for the showing of
acts during the regular floor show or as
an added feature between shows.

Leading showing club is Colosimo's
where as many as flve acts have been
known to preview thelr wares during
one night. Owner Mike Potson does not
tax talent buyers with the usual mini-
mum charge.

For the present the musiclans' union
is glving the operators’little trouble for
having the orchestra play extra music
at no charge. Report is that the union
{5 waiting for the spots to advertise
“showing night” as a business stimu-
lant before they will try to collect more
money for their men.

Among other clubs showing acts are
Hi Hat, Collcge Inn, Villa Moderne, Sky
Rocket, Franke’s Casino, Harry's New
York Bar, Bon Alr Country Club, Gay
'90s, the Golden Spot, 6068 Club and Club
Alabam’.

Club Chatter

New York:

Those taking to ships leaving this port
during the past week include MR. AND
MRS. CLIFFORD C. FISCHER, headed
for Southampton on the Normandle;
BERNHARDT AND GRAHAM, en route to
Rio de Janiero for a four-week engage-
ment with options at the Copa Cabana,
September 10, and Russell Swann, going
directly to Dorchester House, London,
from the local Savoy-Flaza. . . . ELEANOR
ETHERIDGE will be among the salling,
October 1, when she leaves the Arrow-
head Inn here for the Scala, Berjin,
. . . WILL WEBER bhookings men the
season’s opener at the Mirador Club with
Jack Melvin's 1l-plece band, Roy Sedley,
Jackie Maye, Vivian Raye,” Alma and
Roland, Ruth Denning, Jim Moorehead
and & Paul Florenz production. . . .
HELEN PAMMER'S September 9 date at
the Colony Club, Chicago, and an en-
gagement at the Village Barn, starting
September 22 for Elaine and Barry, are
also whru Will Weber. MURRAY
ROSEN has moved into more spacious
quarters in the Palace Theater Building.

WILLIE AND EUGENE HOWARD and
Georgie Tapps go into the Paradise
Restaurant here September 20. . . .
BELLE RIGAS opened Monday at Flynn's,
Brooklyn, doubling as singer and emsee.

Chicago:

DOROTHY BLAINE back from St
Louis, where she closed at the Biltmore
Country Club. . .. MARTY WHITE mo-
tored with Hal Sherman to New York.
... ROSEMARY LANE left the Fred War-
ing outfit to do another picture for War-
ners.

JUDY LANE to go along with Jack
Denny on his one-night-stand tour. . ..
JACK LEONARD off to Blue Moon Gar-
dens, Milwaukee. . . . PAUL ROSINY clos-
ing the Hi Hat this week and moving
into the State-Lake Theater Friday, first
of several scheduled vaude dates,

RUTHIE BARNES moved into the
Yacht Club. . . . KRETLOW Girls added
to Villa Moderne show late last week.
.« . JACK KALCHEIM now going in for
night club bookings in & big way, having
placed talent into the Yacht Club, Viila
Moderne and Colony here and Grey-
hound, Louisville. LOYCE AND
LIMA, dance team, in from the Coast to
work this area. Slated to open for Paul
at the South Bluff Country Club next
week.

THE DUANOS are now in their eighth
week In Agua Callente, Mex.. Have a
deal on with 20th Century-Fox Pictures
for work in a coming musical. . . . ABE
SCHILLER, Detroit booker, was in town
on business. . . . After Labor Day the
Bon Alr Country Club here will use shows
week-ends only. . . . ROSCOE AILS opens
with the new Colosimo's revue Thursday.
«..CATHLYN MILLER ended her vaca-
tion in New Orleans and opened an en-
gagement at the Little Club, -Houston,
Friday.

Here and There:

BOBBY PETERS, who sustained bruises,
cuts and a dislocated hip In a recent auto
crash, 18 now convalescing at Gorley's
Lake Hotel, Uniontown, Pa. He has'been
emsee at that spot for the last five
seasons. . . . COLLETTE AND GALLFE
closed at Club Esquire, Seattle, Wash,
and are now doubling at the Clover Club
and Capitol Theater, Portland, Ore. . ..
THE AHERN SISTERS have closed a suc-
cessful stay at the Royal York Hotel,
Toronto. . .« JOSE DEL RIO is current
at Club Piccadilly, Baltimore.

HACKER AND SIDELL are being held
over again at the Palm Beach Casino,
Cannes, France, but expect to open at
the Grosvenor House, London, Septem-
ber 23. . . . RONT WARREN enters his
second year as emsee at the Club Paree
Hartford. . . . BILLY GEE AND EILEEN
PREVOST concluded their three-month

ment at the Checker Club, Cleve-
1and, last week and are headed for the
Club Continentsal, Canton, O. where
Gee will take over Jimmie Allen’s Or-
chestra, . . . FRANK CLARK just closed
at Club Roma, Kankakee, Tl1. ., . LYLE
PAGE and his Broadway Playboy Revue
is barnstorming the South. ., . . EMILE
PARRA follows his six-week booking at
the Chez Maurice, Montreal, with an
engagement at the Club Lido. .-
EMPIRE VAUDEVILLE EXCHANGE
Buffalo, landed a three-month contract
for the Alfans at the Nisgara Hotel
Niagara Falls, at the close of thelr

\present six-month booking.
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State Holds Show
After Record Week

NEW YORK, Sept. 4 —For the first time
in its history the State Theater held over
a complete vaude show as against a change
of feature picture. It is the current show,
co-headlining Ed Sullivan and the Har-
yest Moon dance winners, which on the
first week grossed $44,388, just 380 short
of tying the house’s money record but
nevertheless breaking the attenhdance
record. Plcture on first week was Captains
Courageous, and fillm for second weekx is
Stella Dallas,

Opening day on the second week was
in the neighborhood of flve grand, with
the house seemingly headed for a $38,000
gecond week. Rudy Vallee’s appearance
with the Libelesd Lady pix and the
Thanksgiving holiday holds the money
record of $44,468. . The State has estab-
lished a house record four times within
a year and eight months.

Vawdeville Notes

GUY ROBERTSON will guest-shot on
the Hammersteln Theater of the Alr pro-
gram October 8. . .. Val Irving is now
doing his trio act with Bill Steel and
Joe Rollo, and $hey open September 28
at the Yacht Club, Chieago. ... Car-
mela Ponselle will play theater dates, go-
ing into the Earle, Washington, October
22. ., . Block and Sully have picked up
a couple of RKO weeks, playing the
Palace theaters in Cleveland and Chi-
cago weeks of September 10 and 17, re-
spectively. May stay two weeks in Chi-
cago. . . . Lela Moore has been set for
Coast dates thru the Morris Agency, go-
ing into the Orpheum, Los Angeles, Sep-
tember 22, and Golden Gate, S8an Fran-
cisco, October 6. ... Marvin Lawlor,
who will rejoin the Follies this fal,
opens September 17 at the Oriental,
Chicago. . . . Milton Berle left last week
for a 10-day vacation in New Hampshire,
prior to his two vaude weeks and pim
work on the Coast.

MARTY WHYTE, with the Jack Kal-
cheim Ageney in Chicago, drove into New
York Thursday: with Hal Sherman and
left Saturday, driving back with Jackie
Green, who opens at the Colony Club in
the Windy City. . . . Bill Robinson fell
out of his RKO, Boston, date, opening
this Thursday, and substitute .show in-
cudes Ina Ray Hutton Ork, Stan Kava-
Jhagh, Buster S8haver and Mitzl Mayfair.
« .. Lannl Russell is doubling between
dance teaching at Wally Jackson’s studto
and producing numbers at the 125th
Street Apollo, New York.. .. Don La-
Vola, wire act, is playing the Bert Levey
Circult, already playlng the Beacon,
Vancouver, and Palomar, Seattle, where
he was held for a second week. Follows
with Portland, Spokane, ‘Washington and
the theaters in California. . . . Bell’s
Hawallans, piloted by Bob Hicks Page,
opened September 4 at Minot, N. D., for
the Minnesota Amusement Company,
working that chain until October 8, then
following with dates for Central States
in Jowa, Fox in Colorado, Wyoming and
New Mexico, and then into Oklahoma
until December 11 for Griffith Theaters.

<. Wil J. Harris, Chicago unit pro-
ducer, has the Northerners, WGN male
octet, under his management.

AL BORDE and Dick Bergen planning
2 night club unit to follow the Wakiki
Wedding show they are produeing with
Anton Seibila. . . , Barr and Estes con-
sldering another European trip this fall,

LORIA BROTHERS left Chicago to
Play the Colonial, Dayton, O. the cur-
rent week, followed by the Lyric, Indian-
apolis, and ¥Fox, Detroit. RoOsS,
Plerre and Schuster, following two more
Weeks of fairs for the Barnes-Carruthers
office (Indiana State Falr and the Spen-
cer, Ia., County Fair), go into the Fox,
Detroit, for a week. Frank Ross and
Anita LaPlerre have been doubling, re-
spectively, as emsee and prima donna
during their outdoor engagements. . . .
Max Turner, agent, Is shaping a unit for
the road. . . . Hal Menken set for .Jack
Fine’s new unit. Fine also dickered far
the services of Ross, Plerre and Schuster,
but deal fell thru. . . . Nick Boila’s Airst
unit, labeled Can You Take It?, set to
open in a week. ... Johnny Dunn
eémseed the big anniversary show at the
Straford over the Lebor Day week-end,
(Sec VAUDEVILLE NOTES on page 17)

Some Bargain

PARIS, Aug. 30.—New spot opening
on the Rue Caumartin, the Cupidon,
announces a continuous show with
one - price poliecy of 5 franes, which
is less than 20 cents. Show billed as
vaude-revue in “One Act of Love and
32 Kisses,” with 24 nude beauties. A
bargain at double the price.

Film Names No
Chicago Draw

CHICAGO, B8ept. 4—Personal appear=-
ances of film players are losing their
standing at tHe box offices here, as com-
pared with their favor when a movie
name in the flesh was a novelty. Thelr

frequency and weak acts thave been re-

acting unfavorably. Sole exception, who
caused anything resembling a boxz-office
riot this year, was Martha Raye during
here one-week engagement at the Chicago
Theater. It is figured that the swing
Craze was responsible for the heavy traf-
fic attracted by the gal,

Among movie players who filled en-
gagements in the flesh houses in the loop
recently and stirred little extra action
at the ticket boxes Inecluded Jack La Rue
and Vince Barnett, Roscoe Ates, Borrah
Minevitch’s harmonica act, Betty Burgess
and Sonny Lamont, Eleanor Whitney,
Herman Bing, Gene Autry, S8ybil Jason,
Harriet Hilliard, Bill Robinson, Phil Re-
gan, Al Shaw and Sam Lee, the Three
Stooges, Sammy White and Jane Froman.

Hershey’s Musical Shows

HERSHEY, Pa., Sept. 4.—Hershey Thea-
ter here is continuing its policy of oc-
caslonally producing 'musical comedy
shows in additlon to its regular vaude
shows. First one, Irene, was put on in
August, and the second is Little Jesse
James, which opened Thursday for &
week’s run. Harry Krivit ts putting the
shows on for Arthur ¥Fisher, who books
the theater. Cast of current show in-
cludes John Barker, Clarence Nordstrom,
Marion Dale, Mary Sutherland, Nina
Allen and Helen Namur,

Hollywood Orpheum’s Anni

HOLLYWOOD, Sept. 4—A 10-act show
opened today at the local Orpheum, the
extra acts celebrating the house’s fourth
anniversary. Show includes Terry How-
ard, Harry Kahane, Britt Wood, Vernon
and Draper, Bedint and Young, Staple-
tons and the Three Jays.

Maggard-Kent Partnership

DALLAS, Sept. 4—Jack Maggard and
Willlam Kent have formed a unit pro-
duging partnership, planning to put out
five shows this season. The first, The
Pan-American Casino Revue, is sched-
uled to open the middle of October on
the West Coast.

East Off to a

Good Start

With Flurry of Vaude Spots

Warner adds five and maybe two more—RKQO may put
shows into Jefferson—Dows add five——other bookers,
except Loew, figure season to be best in long while

®

NEW YORK, Sept. 4—The new season iIs getting off to a good start in the
East, with a better than fair sized flurry of houses reopening thelr stages to flesh,
Warner is the top flesh house getter, definitely set on five more houses and with
two more practically set. REKO is the only other circuit making plans for additions
to its playing time, with Paramount showing mild interest and Loew absolutely
nil on putting fiesh into its houses. Therindie bookers are perking up, with the
Dows announcing the landing of five theaters and Eddle Sherman steadily adding

Washington Houses

Boost Admissions

WASHINGTON, Sept. 4—A new price
scale went into effect yesterday at most
of the city’s theaters following a confer-
ence between representatives of Warner
Brothers, Loew’s, RKO and independent
exhibitors. The’ town’s vaude houses,
Warner’s Earle and Loew’s Capitol, have
discontinued the 25 cents before 1
o'clock policy and now ask 35 cents until
5:30 p.m. and from then on 66 cents for
any seat in the house. Evening price at
the two houses remains the same, but
the Earle has abandoned price difference
between orchestra and baleony. Al
neighborhood movie houses, owned or
controlled by Warner, have advanced
their prices 5 cents.

As an explanation to the show-going
public, the exhibitors announced. that
the present-day high cost of all indus-
trial and commereial production has glso
tremendously increased the cost of mo-
tion picture making. This high cost, in
turn, has definitely affected the cost of
theater operation.

Bridgeport May Get Flesh

BRIDGEPORT, Conn. Sept. 4.—The
American ‘Theater, operated by the
Strand Amusement Company, reopens
early next month. Possibility of 8 combo
policy or an occasional stage attraction
is hinted, as the stage is being enlarged.
Michael (Mike) Carroll, former assistant
manager of the Cameo here, will manage
the house, succeeding I,ou Weiss.

Tommy Farr at Steel Pier

ATLANTIC CITY, Sept. 4 —Tomy Farr,
British heavyweight champ who.fought
Joe Louls Monday, opened at the Steel
Pler here today for two days, getting
$2,000 net for the date. His engagement
calls for appearances all over the piler.
Booking was made by KEddle Sherman,
with Charlie Yates the agent.

Europe’s Ace Booster of U. S..
Talent Visits Land He Praises

NEW YORK, Sept, 4—Eurt Robits-
chek, probably Europe’s biggest user of
American vaude talent, arrived here on
Monday on the Normandie, planning a
long stay covering the countryside, pri-
marily a rest but also to glve some at-
tention to: seeking talent and getting
ideas for- European production. A
Czecho-Slovakian with a typlcal Herman
Bing dialect, Robitschek had nothing
but praise for American talent in an in-
terview on Wednesday, which bears out
his statement that during his 25 years
of activity in Europe he has used over
1,000 American acts, and his'record year
was in Paris, when he used 180 acts.

Robitschek has operated the Kabarett
Der Komiker, Berlin; Kammerspiele, Vi.
enna; Alhambra, Paris, and Victoria Pal-
ace, London. He also has produced legit
at the Palace, London, where he has a
contract to do one more show. It was
in Paris that he ran into difficulties
with native performers because of “eX-
cessive” use of American  talent. In
Vienna he {ntroduced Marléne Dietrich.
to the stage, and another of his discov-
erles is Peter Lorre. The show he has to
do for London will be built here and will
comprise all American talent.

He revealed that practically all of Eu-

rope wants American talent, and the
only successful theaters are those using
such acts. He says Americans have
speed and use only the necessary in their
turns. European acts, playing in Amer-
ica for any length of time, usually re-
turn to their countries much better, ac-
cording to Robitschek. This European

‘impresario, who prides himself on the

fact that he used to be an emsee "’just
like Lou Holtz,” says there’s no use of
hils seeing vaude ahows here as he has
seen it all in Europe.

Robitschek describes the Palladium,
London,. as like nothing else in the
world, in pointing out that vaude i8 very
big in England. He ascribed the Eng-
lsh interest in' vaude to no com-
petitive angles tending to divert the
attention. As to the Palladlum, he says
there are about 10 bars in the theater
which net on the season about 1,000
pounds & week. He revealed that people
sometimes come just to see four or five
acts there and then spend the rest of the
time at the bar. For talent salone,
Robitschek says that the Palladium
spends between #8,000 and $10,000 a
week, and the house only pleys 12 shows
a week.

to his already large list of houses. Out=
look for the vaude season, with this as
a starter, Is very promising, with all
bookers, circuit and indie, feeling that
the new season will be the best of the
last five or so.

‘Warner is putting Saturday vaude into
three houses on September 11, the spots
being the: Queen, Wilmington, Del.,, and
the Capitol, Lancaster, and Strand, York,
both in Pennsylvania. Astor, Reading,
Pa., goes into a two-day vaude policy
September 17, while the Stanley, Utlea,
becomes a three-day flesh stand Sep-
tembver 23. Warner is also certain that
it will be: able to announce full week
flesh .policies next week for the Strand,
Brooklyn, and Branford, Newark, as
negotiations with - the unions are near
completion. Houses currently on the
‘Warner books are the Stanley, Pitts-
burgh; Earle and Oxford, Philadelphia,
and Barle, Washington.

REO is practically set to put three-
day fiesh into the Jefferson on 14th
street, which is in a pool with 8kouras
Brothers. Plan is to make it a stage-
band poliey; if the policy is accepted
house will start either September 17 or
24. RKO will also put shows back into
the Shubert, Cineinnati, but it will be
late this season, probably not until early
November. Present houses on the eir-
cuilt’s vaude books are the Keith, Bos-
ton; Palace, Cleveland, and Palace, Chi-
cago, altho many other of the RKO the-
aters get occaslonal shows. Also, as has
already been announced, RKO is putting
flesh into Albany, Troy and Schenectady
September 10,

Dow office is lining up a lot of houses.
State, Hartford, Conn., reopens Septem-
ber 15, the 4,260-seater being completely
renovated by the Harris Brothers, oper-
ators. House, to’ be managed by Lou
Carroll, will open with four days of
flesh, but goes split-week Iin October.
Empire, Providence, goes on the Dow
books September 15 as a full-week
stand. Maryland, Cumberland, opens
September 19 midnight, splitting the
week with the Capitol, Wheeling. Broad,
Elizabeth, N. J., goes into a one-act
policy, playing four days, September 17,
opening with ¥ifi D'Orsay. It is also
reported that the Dows will book the
S8hubert, Newark, which is scheduled to
open October 17 as a full-week vaude
stand, operated by Jules Leventhal,

Eddie ‘Sherman has a healthy book.
The Rajah, Reading, opened yesterday
as a split-week stand and Sherman
also resumed this week on booking white
acts into the Nixon-Grand, Philadelphlia,
and Howard, Washington, D. C., colored
houses. The Majestic, Paterson, N. J.,
goes'on his books September 10 as &
split-weeker. In addition he has the
Hipp and State, Baltimore;
Carmen, Philadelphia; Steel Pier, At-—
lantic City; Colonial, Lancaster. and
one day at Camden, Pitman, Vineland,
N. J., and Willow Grove and Woodside
parks in Philadelphia. S8herman has
several other spots lined up and which
will be announced shortly.

Tocal Paramount office has held on
consistently to its present crop of flesh
houses, taking In the local Paramount,
the Metropolitan, Boston; the Chicago
and Oriental theaters, Chicago, and the
Michigan, Detroit. In addition the office
is spot-booking attractions into Spring-
fleld, Mass,; New Haven, Conn.; Salt
Lake City, Utah, and Ogden and Boise|
Ida. Loew office revealed that it expects
no additions or losses in its flesh time,
continuing with the State here and the
Capitol, Washington, D. C.

11th Bowes Unit for Detroit

DETROIT, Sept. 4.—Michigan Thea-
ter here will get another Major Bowes
unit week of September 17. This will
be the 11th Bowes unit to play the house
since August 30, 1935.

Fay’s and
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Radio City Music Hall, N. Y.
{ Reviewed Thursday Fvening, Sept. 2)
This week {t's a case where the mag-

nificent staging and lighting facllities of

this premler house take first honors in
bringing the sum total of the stage
presentation somewhere near the par of
other weeks. Show is unusually short,
running some 22 minutes in all, and the

Ione variety turn is that of Paul Gordon,

trick cyclist.

‘The entire presentation, produced by
Ruseell Markert, s entitled Lantern
Gleams and is divided into four sections,
each one & thing of pictorial beauty and
embellishing no end the quasi-perform-
ances enacted before them.

Opening layout, Japanese Lanierns,
has June Forrest intoning an Oriental
plece that precedes & turn by the corps
de ballet. The same setting produces
Jack Cole in an interpretative terp, first
half of which is symbolized by a long
executioner's ax and the latter half by
a fan. Cole's ballet work is smooth but
not startlingly expressive.

The second of the serles, Carriage
Lantern, depicts & grand entrance to a
toney dining salon of the '90’s. It is
strictly an atmosphere presentation of
the munificent life of the period. A
striking novelty touch is the coming and
going of hansoms and carriages drawn
by live livery. The setting also serves to
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introduce a song, Once Around the Park,
written for this show by Pem Davenport
and Albert Stillman. The piece Is sung
in duet form by June Forrest and
Caesar Nesi and also by the mixed Sing-
ing Ensemble.

Paul Gordon has the stage to himself
in the third scene.Working Lantern, and
by shrewdly refraining from the comedy
talk that ordinarily accompanies his
trick cycling and also a bit of clarinet
playing that he usually performs while
perched atop one of his wheels, he pre-
sents his offering strictly on the sight

- angle and thereby profits in appreciative

applause. He works on ordinary bike, a
high two-wheeler and a long, two-
wheeled contraption with three sets of
pedals. On this latter affair he garners
his best hand by jockeying himself from
one set of pedals to the next tiil he rides
the thing as a unicycle. On the other two
bikes his balancing stunts and maneu-
vers gre done with ease and agility, but
routines are not out of the ordinary.

Closing scene, Venetiean Laniern, 1s a
gorgeous setting of that romantic gondo-
laden city. Again Nesl and Miss Forrest
engage In a vocal duet, Chiri, Biri, Bin,
with the woman showing to better ad-
vantage. The mixed chorus, too, plugs in
with background to the same tune.

The Rockettes close the show with an-
other .of their amazing precision rou-
tines.

Screen offers Prisoner of Zenda (United
Artists). House practically filled.

George Colson.

Palace, Chicago
{Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Sept. 3)

A good five-act combination that
should move at & faster pace than it
did during the opening show. But it's
definitely the highlight of this week's
bill, the current screen competition, The
Life of the Party (RKO-Radio musical),
being nothing less than an insult to
the average human intelligence. A splen-
did house was on hand, too, many of the
customers in $o see the Louls-Farr fight
films and to get out of the way of the
terrific heat wave.

Flying Whirlos (two girls and one
man), skaters, should polish some of the
turn’'s rough edges which discolor their
good tricks and slow their action. At~
tentive ‘bit is a tap dance on skates to
Man on Flying Trapeze by one of the
gals.

The Three Samuels and Harriet Hays
deuced and, as usual, went over big. Theilr
soft shoe, tap and acrobatic dish is
primed - with popular appeal. Inject
laugh-getting comedy bits in their rou-
tines and work with mastered ease. Har-
riet, formerly of the Collette Sisters,
singles with a sock acre turn, and Mil-
dred Samuels, other femme in the act,
stands out with the vivacity in her work.

Niela Goodelle, one of the better bliles
singers, scored best with so-called swing
tunes. Her personality in front of =a
mike does not go well with the more
dramatic songs, such as Yours Alone,
which she did here. Her delineations of
Johnny One Note, All God’s Children Got
Rhythm and Sunny Side of ithe Street
went well. 4

Frank Gaby, ventriloquist, needs bhet-
ter material, now that Bergen's Charlie
McCarthy 18 a weekly nation-wide com-
petitor. He 18 & hard worker and the
way he sold his act netted him a splen-
did hand. Strong enough, as- & matter
of fact, to bring him back for an encore,
during which he miked Goodnight, My
Love, taking it thru his stooge, Bill Cur-
tiss.

California Collegians, youthful 13-
plece outfit, closed the bill with prac-
tically the same numbers they did at
the Chicago Thegter on last trip here.
As a result, the act lacked freshness
and the usual enthusiastic support from
the boys. Need arrangements of new
tunes badly. Also the speech from the
leader that the gang just left the Coast
and picture work can stand the scissors.
Of their novelty numbers their circus
and national character take-off routines
stand out the best. Sam Honigberg.

.

Stanley, Pittsburgh
{Revicwed Friday Afternoon, Sept. 3)
Eddy Duchin and his nimble fingers,

alded by sparkling Patricla Norman,
versatile Vie Hyde, agile Mirlam Verne,
eloquent lighting and the suave dance
team of Mario and Florla, bubbled
thru an hour’s show that left everyboedy
feeling like the proverbial million.

One reason, and a big one, was Eddy's
personable emseeing. infinitely superior
to most maestros’, and his audience
participation policy that had the cus-
tomers singing and whistling with ‘him

Just before his spectacular band finale
on Stormy Weather.

Getting the first of a serles of big
hands on their opening Looks Like Rain,
the 13-plece ork followed into a catchy
arrangement of White Is Black as sound-
board for peppy Patricla, who proceeded
to lay the folks in the alsles with her
Posin’ and Old Man Mose. With voice,
looks and sense of humor, she set & con-
tagious pace for punch that kept the
stage lively thruout the rest of the bill.
Her encore, good, tho less favorable
than her other numbers, was Devil and
the Deep Blue Sea.

Mirlam Verne drew big hands for both
her tap numbers, as much for her grace
and speedy stepping as for her being
a native Pittasburgher.

Next, the regular Duchin singer, Stanley
Worth, is heard on Whisper in the Dark,
followed by another ork number, and
then—Vic Hyde, the '‘one-man band,”
who brought down the house with his
instrumentation and home-spun humor.
His laugh-provokers, & compromise of
the Will Rogers and Bob Burns methods,
plus his musical ability make him a
standout.

Combining Harlem minor moods and
hot swing, the band went to town on
Caravan, which served as effective con-
trast for the class ballroom team of
Mario and Floria, whose accented move-
ments gained them an encore and heavy
applause.

Saving the last big spot for his aggre-
gation, Duchin proceeded to go to town,
beginning & 16-minute band session with
a solo on Smoke Gels in Your Eyes. He
then called for audience request num-
bers, proceeded to pound out a pianc
medley, topped with a show-stop version
of Star Dust, Then another medley, dur-
ing which he successfully encouraged
audlence whistling, and still a third
where he got the shelf to whistle, the
downstairs to sing. Result of his psy-
chology, the house pounded palms fever-
tshly for his finale on Stormy Weather,
vivid for Duchin’s flashing fingers and
the accompanying fiashing colored lights.

Screen feature, San Quentin, (WB).
Standees for first show.

Morton Frank.

RKO Keith, Boston

{ Reviewed Thursday Afternoon, Sept. 2)

Twelfth season of the REKO Keilth
opened today with Harry Howard's sec-
ond edition of Hollywood Hotel Revue of

1938 (80 minutes). It is virtually in re-

hearsal stage and runs too ragged for

presentation before the expectant audi-

ence which filled the house after the
show bégan. The Three Stooges, origi-
nally billed, weren't on hand. They
would have helped considerably.

Arren and Broderick, mixed comedy
team, got the biggest hand of the show
as & result of Misg Arren’s comical ges-
tures, wardrobe changes, anatomical
gyrations and her gaggy warbling of Last
Rose of Summer and Egyptian Ella In
operatic style. Broderick acts as ac-
companist and plays Sunrise on the key-
board, then utilizing the 'piano’s harpsi-
chord for a plucking sesslon. Palr went
off to a wild demonstration.

Another hit was scored by the sensa-
tional tapsters, Lewis and Van, in ma-
chine-gun rapidity challenge work and
terrific terping on two miniature five-
stepped tandem stairways. They've got
one swell act that should guarantee
them bookings into any branch of the
show biz. 5

Ethel Merman was the headliner of
the show, but she wasn't the Ethel
Merman we've always admired. Ditties
warbled were culled from Anything Goes
and - Red, Hot and Blue. Arrangements
were Sour and she wasn't alded much by
the musickers, who couldn't get hold of
themselves thruout the show. However,
she got two curtain calls and made =
speech for begoff. Undoubtedly she'll
pull thru this lethal condition before
the week-end.

Marty May's best contribution was his
fiddle solo. His gags are old, but the
audience laughed &t them, as they did at
his impersonation of a throaty type of
swingy tenor and a belching baritone.
Needs better material to click.

Three lads and girl formed & Bo-so
harmony team. Gale and Carson, adagio,
were adequate. Line (16) worked & tele-
phone switchboard number and used
the switch cords for & tap-jump rope
stint. Mirora did a good castanet num-
ber in the Gringola Mexican production.
Line came in on a La Cucaracha reprisal.
Fem juggler had a lot of misses, but
some of her balancing is okeh. Line
and show girls do & lot of parading in
spectacular costumes for the Living Cur-

-act sinks to dull proportions.

tain and Water Fountain productions
(out entirely after first show}.
Life of the Party (REO-Radlo) was the
flicker and saved the day.
Sidney J. Paine.

.
State-Lake, Chicago

{Reviewed Friday Afternocon, Sepi. 3)

Not a very good layout here this week,
three “in one"” acts working in succession
between the opening and closing scenes.
The house line, doing only average cur-
tain raiser and finale numbers, should
have been spotted in & novelty some-
where in the middle of things to break
the monotony.

The Libonati Trio follow the line's
mass rhythm tap with the familar
marimba and dancing routine that is
still good. @irl's partiéipation in the
daance numbers with the younger Libonatt
now i8 a decorative asset to the act.
Should change their pipe organ take-off
of Pennies From Heaven to a more time-
ly number, however.

Joe Dorris, eccentric dancer, 18 on next
and is great as long as he continues to
dence. Once he turns to gagging with
his red-haired partner billed as Primrose,
Would
be better off alone, doing his two dance
numbers sandwiched in with some of
his hot guitar-playing choruses.

The Three Bredwins, recently at t.hé
Palace, go over as we]l here as they did
in the competitive house. Their type of
hand-balancing and comedy-fall act has
universal appeal. The comic has two
sock tricks in his frog and rope-jumping
bits.

Roscoe Ates, next-to-closing, had them
laughing with his stuttering talk and
crossfire routine with his attractive co-
worker, Barbara Rae. A fitting act
here, his stuff mostly clean and funny.

Edith Fellows, child screen actress,
was 8 distinct disappoinfment. ‘Has no
prepared act and most of the time was
lost in front of the mike. After sub-
mitting to a brief interview with Verns
Buck, house band leader, she sopranos an
operatic plece, then warbles I'll Never
Leave You, Granny Darling, explaining
that the tune is dedicated to her grand-
mother, whom she prefers to her mother,
antl digging up her past headline story.
Very poor taste. Finale, singing and tap-
ping Pennies From Heaven with support
from the chorus, is the type of work

-she should have done in the first place.

Someone should take her in hand before
attempting any more personal appear-
ances.

Business off second show opening day.
On screen Wheeler and Woolsey in On
Again—~Off Again (RKO-Radlo).

B Sam Honigberg.

Paramount, New York
{Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Sept. 1}

You've got to hand it to this house
and all concerned for the marvelous job
being done of making those cash regis-
ters ring & merry tune. Just got over
a four-week stretch and now It has
opened with a combo that'll probably
stay three weeks. It's a strong layout,
the pit show repeating with the Shep
Fields Ork, while the screen has those
b.-0. magicians, Bing Crosby and Martha
Raye, in Doubdle or Notning. House is at
its wisest in lining up & terrific variety

-show to back up Fields in case there are

those who might object to repeats. Can't
squawk with such a show as he has in
his support.

In fact, there’s too much show, the
whole layout running 53 minutes, which
is extra long for this policy. Time
dragged, too, in view of the fact that
Fields has poor control over an audience,
with the result that the applause was
unduly stretched after each specialty.
Of course, it takes years of experience
to be able to break up show-stops. There
are five specialties to the show, which
is one too many, altho they were all
swell.

Fields and his 13 boys, the rippling
rhythmites, are a musical treat, a relief
from the brassy varlety of swingsters.
Their music 15  swell to listen to—it’s
soft and sweet, flowing and cleverly ar-
ranged. In handling such numbers 88
Swampfire and Caravan the band 18
tops. Fields 18 a quiet leader, mindful
of the fact that he's the baton waver
and nothing else. Bobby Goday is the
ork's vocallst, and his voice. blends with
the outfit. He is & sweet-voiced warbler,
with ballads his forte.

First of the specialties is Nicholsberg
and Roberts, a pair of Shag  dancing
youngsters, whose cute work wowed the
audience. = They couldn't get away.
obliging with two encores and then &
rehearsed thank you speech. The kids
are really clever at this amusing ball-
rooming. Johnny Woods follows to bab
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out another terrific show-stop with his
clever mimicry that’s strung together
by entertaining satire and gdgs. He
does & lot of impersonations, but they are
all true studies and are brief. When he
got to his closing take-off, that of ¥. D.
R, the audience let loose with deafening
applause. He's sure-fire stuff, this
youngster.

Jane Pickens lends a touch of class to
the show with her singing. May not be
the tops In singing, but it's different
in view of difficult arrangements and
unusual jumps in range. She's attrace
tive and sells her work neatly. Barto
and Mann are the closers, working their
pang-up comedy to heavy returns. Not
much space for them on this small stage,
but 1t didn’t hamper their knockabout
bits, which are thoroly amusing and
strong sight stuff. Sidney Harris.

Earle, Philadelphia

(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Sept. 3)

This being & holiday week (Labor Day
and the Jewish holidays), house has gone
overboard on the drawing, bunching to-
gether Clyde McCoy's music, Hal LeRoy,
Sheila Barrett, Marjorie Gainsworth,
Marty Collins and Harry Peterson and
the Bennett Sisters. With greater eme
phasis placed on the stage fare these past
weeks, biz has been terrific, and for the
second consecutive week crowds on open-
ing day forced an earlier curtain raise
ing, Performance 18 a fast-moving hour
and & quarter. Silver sheet shows Wild
and Woolly (20th Century-Fox).

In spite of the ace talent on board it
is & heaping share of comedy by Collins
and Peterson running thru it all that
crumples the customers. Boys are no
novices on this score, In spite of their
long absences from these ports, and their
comeback here augurs an ace twain of
funsters headed for the heap’s top.
Emseeing the doings, each entrance was
& signal for riotous fun. As in their old
act, Marty Colling bears the brunt for
ribbing tactics and adds a personsal score
in his mugged trumpeting and eccentric
softeshoeing. No gutter gags or knock-
abouts for the guffaws, rather an in.
spired bif of deliclous lunacy.

Hal LeRoy 1s @ solo'outstander for
tip-top tap terpings. Operates diligently
and doesn’t miss. Nice reception on en-
trance, gang remembering his flicker leg
swinging.

Shella Barrett, pulchritudinous wow in
white tulle, scores with her mimicry. En-
gages in some Gone With the Wind drole
lery, with W. C. Fields for the Rhet But~
ler and Fanny Brice the Scarlet O'Hara;
has Grete Garbo on & nitery floor and a
fave radio bit in the Dixle belle who
gets tighter with each tipple.

Marjorle Galnsworth, whom Warner
Brothers’ scouts are eylng as a pix
possibility, breaks g house precedent in
being dated for a repeat performence
after showing only & month ago. Re-
membered and welcome, the former Chi
Op canary pipds prima donna pips and
makes 'em slt up and take notice. Volce
is soft and tremulous with a pleasant
range of flexibility from low-down blues
to highbrow arias. :

The Bennett Sisters (8), coming In

The Comedy Juggler

®
now

ROXY THEATER, N. Y.

return engagement
within 2 months

doubling
ASTOR HOTEL, N. Y.

[ ]
Dir.—Music Corp. of America

with McCoy's combo, show as swingye.
thingy swing-sings for the W. C. Handy
opus, adding another change of pace with
a precision military tap. All very well
done and received.

Making his first local appearance,
Clyde McCoy 18 no stranger to these
town folk, crowds continually yelling for
his Sugar Blues, which was saved for the
windup. Spread on a sliding platform,
pit crew accompanied the varlety turns,
with the McCoy tooters edging to the
foots when on thelr own. Lads dish out
a peppery potion of the swingy syncopa-
tion to everyone’s likings, going heavy
on the personality angle to match the
mood of their music. Oro.

Roxy, New York

(Reviewed Friday Evening, Sept. 3)

Roxy show falls below par this week,
despite,, or perhaps because of, the raft
of collegiate Big Apple contest winners
hoofing on the stage. Gae Foster girls do
not show up as well as usual. Novelty of
the Apple biz, tho, should continue to
draw well for a while,

Five Co-Eds, acro-tappers, open slowly
but gain considerable pep as the act goes
along. Combine ensemble work with solo
stepping, the work in twists and turns
scoring okeh,

Bob Dupont as polished as usual In
his juggling, Uses balls, clubs and other
media, showing thruout a sharp comedy
sense which lifts the act out of the regu-
lation juggling category. Technically,
Dupont exhibits a facile sense of timing,
particularly apparent in his rapild
changeg of tempo. An ace performer.

The Debonalrs, male line of gix tap
artists, specialize in stylized tap. Work
18 highly routinized sand & relief from
the leg-breaking type ¢f hoofing. Ele-
ment of precision i8 carefully worked out
and shows to best advantage when one
man steps to the fore and synchronizes
his hoofing with the remaining line. A
plece of panto, creating the illusion of
an army drill and including s take-off
on the sit down strike, is effective in
spots. Windup s fast.

Miss Rose Marle sings @ few tunes. De-~
livers I'm Bubbling Over and Remember
Me in one of those throaty female volces.

Pleasant and devold of the raspy effect '

often found in the type. Received & good
hand and introed the Big Apple Contest
winners from the colleges of North and
South Carolina,

Apple biz {8 sung by Billy Spivey and
Rose Marie, Spivey also.calling out the
<ifferent dances incorporated fn the
Apple madness, a-la barn dance style.
The youngsters show plenty of abandon,
the effect belng that of a hot Harlem
gession done by white folks.

Pix, Thin Ice (20th-Fox). Excellent
house. Paul Ackerman.

2 5 '
Holborn Empire, London
(Week of August 23)

n all a satistying bill, altho the book-
ers pull & bad one by having three vocal
acts, Mills Brothers, Alleen Stanley and
Anona Winn, among the four headline

attractions.

Jack and June Melville, with a smart
comedy juggling melange, get the bill
well on the way. Russ Carr rates falr
with his ventriloquial humor. First real
kick comes from the Duffins, mixed
dance team, who gre great in their rag-
doll specialty. @Girl is an amazing con-
tortionist and strikes remarkable poses.
Work of the duo 18 fast, clever and
clean-cut. Bow off after three recalls.

Anona Winn, English crocner, 18 the
first of the singers to appear. Pipes
falr and selection of numbers satistac-
tory. Archie Glen, English comic with
swell ideas and mannerisms but weak
material, nevertheless gets the laughs
with his souse comedy. Paul Remos and
his Wonder Boys, the latter two versatile
midgets, register heavily in closing in-
termission. Jack Edge 18 a good come-
dian and monologist, working in one. A
good line of gab and plenty of self-
assurance help him to click solidly.

Alleen Stanley hits heavily with her
appealing style and okeh pipes in a good
selection of pops. Is forced to encores
and still leaves them wanting. Falls,
Reading and Boyce, American comedy
and acro-dancing trio, are well known
here. Trio returns to sock good and
hard with & corking routine of dandy
tricks, plus sure-fire comedy. Act knows
its' European requirements and is there-
fore a success at all spots played. Milis
Brothers have lost but little of thelr
popularity and still manage to show-
&stop with thelr trick vocals. Danworth
18 a neat closer, Man does smart jug-

gling and balancing feats while keeping
his feet on a roiling globe.
Bert Ross.

Warner, Musicians

Resume Philly War

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4.—Attempt of
Warner Brothers to cut down pit crews
from eight to five men and use a single
day of flesh In the neighborhood houses
instead of last season’s two days was
stymied by A, Anthony Tomel, president
of the local musiclans’ union. Union
contract, which runs until the end of the
year, carries a $176,600 guarantee for the
music bill, with & minimum of 25 weeks’
work for the tooters. However, Tomel
contends, where the minimum has al-
ready been met the same working con-
ditions should continue during the run
of the general contract.

‘With Tomel and the local Warner execs
stalemated, impasse has been taken out
of local jurisdiction, and the New York
office of Warners and Joseph N. Weber,
AFM chieftain, willlock heads next week.
Warner i3 reported to be ready to fight it
out to & finish when the 1938 contract
comes up for harrangling, local union's
behalf in the negotiating will be carried
by Weber, promising Tomel he would ex-
tend his efforts to curb these yearly dag-
ger-pointings between the tooters and
the circuit.

VAUDEVILLE NOTES

(Continued from page 15)
which included the Hilton Sisters, Don
Zelaya, Condos Brothers and a line of
12 girls.

HATTIE ALTHOFF, iIndie agent, 18 go=
ing to join the Simon Agency, New York.
She recently was married to Alphonse
Jansley, of the Five Jansleys. . . .
Amedeo, magiclan, has returned to New
York after a three-month ship date

that brought him halfway around the
world. Has another contract with the
Canadian Pacific Line for five montpa,
beginning January 8, 1938.

+ « . Milton Frome sustained an eye in-
jury last we¢k at the Orpheum, Los
Angeles, during a gun-shooting bit with
David Heller. . ..

SANDRA

A Show-Stopping, Intricate, Different-Froms
the-Rest Dancer.

IN EXCLUSIVE NOVELTY ROUTINES,
Cood for Either Floor Show or Stage.
Now Sensatipning at the
NEW CLUB CAVALIER, NEW YORK CITY.

Direction MURRAY ROSEN, Suite 303,
Palace Theatre Bldg,, New York City.

JOHNNY

MILES INGALLS

Originator of Radio Satire

Currently PARAMOUNT THEATER, New York

Direction:

00DS

MAX ROTH

THANKS TO ALL PERSONS

~ PLEASANT WEEKS OF PERSONAL APPEARANCES

ROSCO ATES

with BARBARA RAY

NOW PLAYING—STATE-LAKE THEATER, CHICAGO.
OPENING SEPT. 10—LYRIC THEATER, INDIANAPOLIS,
BACK TO'PICTURES OCTOBER 1.

RESPONSIBLE FOR SEVERAL

JOE DORRIS ~~ PRIMROSE

THIS WEEK—STATE-LAKE THEATER, CHICAGO

R K

0

THEATRENS

1270 Sixth Ave.

Radio City, New York
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The newest show here is a pleasing
affair highlighted by the glib comedy of
the Stroud Twins, the spectacular danc-
ing by Mary Raye and Naldl and the
engrossing badminton exhibition by
Thelma Kingsbury and Kenneth David-
son.

Director John Roy has again provided
that showmaply element of surprise and
interest-catching novclty. Without the
use of name acts or name bands--the
nut i8 too heavy for that—Roy has
menaged successfully to offer glittering
entertalnment just the same. As in the
past, when smart booking and even
smarter presentation launched compara-
tively obscure acts to the helghts, the
current show enables the Stroud Twins,
vaude veterans, to really blossom out as
class entertalners.

Using a genteel recriminations style
and flipplng out their gags with the
nonchalance of the bored and wealthy,
the twins provide an extremely amusing.
session. Clarence Stroud emsees and
takes the lead, brother Claude joining
as stralght. Their quiet talk 1s per-
fect for this room, compelling attention
all the time. For a finish they snap off
a floor acrobatic stunt and do a bit of
hooting, walking off to a healthy hand.

Raye and Naldl are another example
of the importance of proper presenta-
tlon. When the team came over from
Europe and played the Plerre Hotel last
year it didn’t make any real stir. Yet
here it has become something of a sen-
gatlon, signing a record contract with
the room. The team’s strength is in Its
amazingly smooth lifts, Naldl scooping
and spinning Miss Raye with remark-
able grace. Thelr technique is adagio
refined and lifted to heights. His lft
on crooked elbow is something .to rave
about.

The third pleasing item is the exhibi-
tion badminton played by Miss Kings-
bury, world's champ, and Davidson,
English champ. Much more actlonfuls
than table tennls, this game _permits
spectacular shots and has no trouble
keeping close attention. However, it is
handicapped by Jyles O'Connor's weak
descriptive comment. His, comment
should build up the game more and
should seek to work up more excitement
‘among the patrons.

Emery Deutsch, switching from the ad-
Joining Ranibow Gril], is the main band
now and impresses as a good, solid or-
ganization providing rhythms that are
thoroly danceable. Deutsch leads with
his sweet violining and, naturally, offers
When the Gypsy Makes His Violin Cry
in a sy campfire tableau Just above
the band stand. The Bonners (Carl and
Leone) and Ann Kincade, band vocalist,
help in this bit of flash.

Eddle LeBaron, here about a half year,
is stil! enormously popular. His bounc-
ing at the band stand and the sweet
Continental! and pop tunes of the band
are a delight. His orchestra offers a
great varlety of style, excelling, of
course, in tangos and rumbas.

Helen Myers, statuesque and sattracs

NALDI *

INTERNATIONAL DANCE STARS

Return Engagemsnt

RAINBOW ROOM

Rockefeller Center, Now York

r——Gertrude & Randolph==7

AVERY PRODUGTIONS

121 North Clark §t.,
CHICAGO, ILL.

THE TITANS

4}. ). Ryan—A. ], Beck—F, L. Barker)
"RHYTHM IN SLOW MOTION”
Qurrently VERSAILLES RESTAURANT,

New York. ¢

Dlrection MILES INGALLS,
Intornational Theatrical Oorp., New York.

?Zight Club Reviews

tive, 1s at the Wurlitzer electric organ
and at the piano on the revolving floor
for between-show Interludes. She 15 a
fine musician. Dr. Sydney Ross, slelght-
of-hand entertainer and engaging con-
versationalist, works the tables, doing
much to make the guests feel at home.

Spot i8 still informal, probably switch-
ing to the winter semai-formal pollcy
when the,new show comes in October 6.
It will have Sheya Barrett, Dario and
Diane, and the Al Donahue and LeBaron
bands.

Food is excellent and the $3.50 prix
filxe dinner i8 & genuine bargain, Service
15 considerate, and the 65th-floor view
of the clty is always awesome.

Paul Dénis.

Silver Forest Room, Drake
Hotel, Chicago

The customary excellence of Fred War-
ing's Pennsylvanians 1s missing at his
hotel engagement here, possibly because
it’s the outfit’s first supper-room date
in five years. Much of the heckling busl-
ness, pﬂarious on a theater stage, gets
little response and tends to encourage
inebriates with untimely wise cracking.

And, too, the setup of the room is dis-
advantageous to this 36-people organ-
izatlon, some of the boys obstructed
from view by the massive posts ‘facing
the band stand. Fred’s informal emsee~
ing 18 okeh and some of his bits with
Art McFarland, heckler in chief, get
laughs.

The band opens with Alabama Barbe-
cue, followed by Ferne, girl violinist, and
the Three Fellows, songsters, with The
Miller’s Daughter, nicely done. The
band’s veteran drummer, 'Poley” Mc-
Clintock, cuts up with the old Let’s All
Sing Like the Birdies Sing, which is far
better in a theater. Here the sight comedy
is almost wasted.

Betty Atkinson, a cute baton-twirling
tappist, has a novel Don't Give Up the
Ship number, presenting several unusual
applause-getting tricks, Gordon Goods
win, Waring’s new tenor, has a ‘good
volce, but needs more polish in his
appearance and delivery. Warbles Diane
and leaves the spot for Charles Newman,
sock harmonica player, who excels with
his version of Ravel’s Bolero. Band
should go easy on the last chorus, how-
ever, as it completely drowns out New-
man’s work,

Priscilla Lane, honey-blond songstress,
does The Kid in the ThreerCornered
Pants and I'm Dependable, latter a duet
with Waring from their Varsity Show
picture.’ Kid 18 a good looker and makes
a pleesing appearance.

Tom Waring tenors his own Love Is on
the Air Tonight before the boys, in glee
club formation, elose the show with
The Night Is Young. Rather 2 weak
finale for such a large aggregation.

The band is in for a month and busi-~
ness the first few days, despite the heat,
has been quite good. The Gold Coasters
and particularly the youthful elites pat-
ronizing this room should enjoy the
mellow dance tunes these boys are ca-
pable of dishing out. Sam Honigberg.

Continental Room, Stevens
Hotel, Chicago

The Stevens will have to augment its
Continental Room floor show if it ex-
pects to successfully meet the competi-~
tlon of other Loop hotel spots. Last few
shows have been rather thin. Not that
individual acts are below par, but the
shows as a whole have lacked some neces-
sary element. Carlos Mollna and his
Latin-American Orchestra are doing a
grand job, their music belng very popu-
lar. Current show, which opened last
Thursday, has three acts of pleasing
varlety.

Avis Kent, young local singer, who
has appeared in meany Chicago spots,
opens the show. She makes a pleasing
appearance and her singing of popular
‘ballads is excellent.

Herbert Dexter and Company, present-
ing “Jerry McGinty,” offer a clever ven-
triloquial act that is first-rate entertain-
ment. Dexter has a snappy line of pat-
ter whicth he puts across nicely and as
an added novelty the dummy strolls
across the floor with his manipulator.
Opening night audlence was a tough
one from which to extract laughs and
Dexter made the mistake of “riding”
them for thelr unappreclativeness, altho
he had ample provocation. Applause at

conclusion of the act was okeh, but audi-
ence just wouldn't loosen up for "Mc-
Ginty’s” individual wisecracks, which
perhaps were a bit too fast for them
to grasp readily.

Marya and Martin, headlining, are a
persohable dance team whose - graceful
ballroom routines were well received.
They have an casy style of working and
offer a pleasing variety.

Molina and his men stick mainly to
Latin music, at which they are tops,
their rumbas and tangos belng Jjust
what the dancers like.

The Continental 18 a restful, appealing
room, afr-conditioned, with excellent
food and service, and with a bjt more
showmanship In presenting the show it

, should make a strong buildup.

Nat Green.

Astor Hotel Roof, New York

Decorated in charming taste, cooling
to the eye and practically cooled by
conditioning, Astor Roof is an inviting
spot for dinner or supper. In the
renalssance of the Astor since Bob
Christenberry became managet, the Roof,
as well as the hotel's other entertain-
ment spots, have improved vastly and
are now more than holding their ‘'own
with other hostelrles. One important
Astor asset 15 its noted cuisine. Dinners
start at $2, no couvert obtalning until
10 p.m. when it's 75 cents. Saturdays
it’s $1.

Floor show when caught ran about 25
minutes and desplte its brevity was
spotty. Edna Sedgwick, dancey, is the
opening turn. A good-looking and nice-
1y formed glirl, Miss Sedgwick’s metier is
not in toe work, the type dance she did
in her first number. She appeared to
lack grace and fluldity of movement. Her
second number was much better and is
a good routine for any class nitery. With
Miss Sedgwick garbed in a .metal dress,
the number’'s called "An American
Bolero” and is e sort of interpretive
slow-time tap that was well liked. Second
act is Bhirley Lloyd, vocalist with Ozzie
Nelson’s Band, playlng the spot. She's
An extremely self-confident lass, with a
good dellvery and satisfactory volce.
Sang Hallelujah and Johnny One Note,

Bob Dupont is an effective juggler
working for comedy effects with so-so
results. He drags his act out too long.
His work with rubber balls and Indlan
clubs i{s quite deft, but he should drop
his apple eating bit, which follows a
tambourine routine in which he juggles
three of the clinking pans, keeping the
rhythm of a song.

Closing act is the Olympic Trio. Two
men and girl doing a skating act on a
small table, it’s a fast rink bit, high-
lighted by the work of one of the men
and the girl doing various whirls. Calle
ber of the act is of strong night club
appeal.

Ozzie Nelson and his orchestra, dish-
ing out the dance music, are so-50. The
music lacks sparkle. Ozzle does the
vocals, alternating with Miss Lloyd. His
volce 18 88 pleasing a&s ever.

Jerry Franken.

Terrace Room, Hotel New
Yorker, New York

It looks as tho there’s a new comedy
sensation in New York, a comic who,
if properly handled by way of good man-
agement and exploitation, should really
go places.

It’s Jackle Marshall, trombonist with
Benny Meroff’s Band, opening at the
New Yorker ace dine and dance spot
September ‘2 for a five-week stay,
Marshall has what it takes. He's a nut
comic who misses no tricks, his tom-
foolery running to both mugging and
material—which he writes himself. He
has a rubber phiz, the most plastic and
pliable puss seen in ages. And what he
doesn’t do with it isn't in the books.
On top of that hc does scat singing,
seemingly faster than any other scat
hollerer in & long time. At Meroff's
opening Marshall took the house by
storm and just couldn’t get off. The
New YorKer has a winner in this fellow
and if he dgesn’t kill the visitors there’s
something ong.

Meroff and his men stage a floor
show, this augmenting the nifty ice bal-
let novelty, & holdover. Rink show fea-
tures the vets, Norval Baptie and Gladys
Lamb, second honors going to the Four
Debutantes, anothcr sock act. Girls
are good looking, excellent skaters and
have several good routines. They were
tralned by Baptie, I.emaire and Reyn-

olds, another skate palr, do a European
number, and Bobby Duffy, in addition to
a duet with Miss Lamb, works okeh on
a fast solo.

This is Meroff’s first blg New "York
break, He has a good entertaining band.
As an emsee Meroff is n, s. g. His humor
—calling it humor is somewhat of a
compliment—is elemental, to say the
least. But Meroff, if nothing else, at
least Kklills himself. He has a trick
way of saying “Hello” during & perform-
ance, echoed by his men, and he =also
seeks to have the house follow suit. It
may catch on. Sonia and Florence Gast
(Mrs. Meroff) are the gal vocalists,
neither espcclally strong entries. Marshall
really tears the house down, following
these girls, and surprisingly enough the
following routine—supposed to have been
‘written by Marshall—doesn’t let down.
It's a hilarious travesty on film-house
newsreels, burlesquing the usual stllted
shots. Meroff has another comic, Larry
Powell, who gets a satisfactory quota of
laughs, mostly along Hebe lines, save for,
belleve it or not, a -funny Irish num-
ber.

As a dance band, Meroff has an okeh
group, altho. production was much too
Joud st the opening. Meroff does an
effective speclalty, playlng a number of
instruments, with the comedy angle
well handled.

Service and food still tops.

Jerry Franken.

L.obby Cafe, Juarez, Mexico

'This spot, Just across the Rlo Grande
from E! Paso, using American performers,
has been doing good business for the
tourist trade all summer. Managed by
Fred Borland. Acts booked thru Lew
Dorn, Los Anegles.

Current show 15 below par. Albert Lee,
filling In 28 emsee, works under a handi-
cap because of his faulty accent.

Leon Sisters, a shapely pair, one blond
and one brunet, opened the show with a
tap number to Shoe Shine Boy. Standard
tap work, but possess classy costumes.
Lee sang La Paloma in Spanish as hig bit
and Lawra Lee did a Spanish castanet
dance. A

Jeannie Ellis, blond rhythm singer,
is headliner. She got the best hand of
the evening. Opened with What Will I
Teil My Heart?, then went into two old-
timers, Nobody’s Sweetheart and Some
of These Days. Her style is imitation of
Martha Raye with plenty of body
rhythm. She makes a good appearance
and her singing is okeh,

The Gregorys, ballroom team, closed
the show to a good hand with an original
dance called Machinery Rhythm, mod-
ernistic in tempo and action. The woman
wears her halr dyed a light purple shade.
Duo makes a good appearance in black
satin costumes. Their modernistic danc-
ing features plenty of body twisting
and arm swinging, but is not too “in-
tellectual” to displease night club crowds.

An 1l-plece orchestra, with Roberto
Ulrich handling the baton, furnishes
very danceable music and good show
music,

Show changes every three to six weeks.

Hal Middlesworth.

The Versailles, New York

Despite complete wall and ceiling al-
terations golng on, this spot is running
as usual by erecting a temporary set of
false walls to hide the working deco-
rators. Interlor will be much .more
beautiful when the alterations are com-
pleted, proprietors Nick and . Arnold
assure us.

Meanwhile a new show is not up to
par. Booked by the Willlam Morris
Agency, it has Doris Rhodes and the
Three Titans. Miss Rhodes i8 a comely
brunet whose red and blue gown was a
bit garrish, but whose voice and per-
sonality are pleasant and interesting.
Miss Rhodes is a polsetul singer, who of-
fered such ditties as After You, from the
new Bing Crosby picture; They Can't
Take That Away From Me, Lorelei and
for an encore That Old Feeling, The last
named waa her best.

The Three Titans, youths clad only in
tight-ritting trunks, work thru an In-
teresting routine of lifts and. balancing
stunts, Thelr routine is truly above
ordinary and some of the stunts are sock
stuff. However, the glaring white light
and their proximity to the table sitters
makes for an unpleasant display of flesh.
Should either dress more or use more
careful lighting.

Harry Rosenthal's Orchestra and Joe
Rodriguez’s continental ¢ombo alternate
on the dance music, Rosenthal also In-
troducing the acts,

In a few weeks when the fall season 18
in full swing the Versallles will resumeé
its three-act name shows.

Paul Denis.

-
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Hotel Adelphia Roof Garden,
Philadelphia

This 19 the last of the summer revues
showing at the hostelry’s roof top, Jack
Lynch moving the night-lifing back to
the ground floor Cafe Marguery Sep-
tember 22. And while the swan show
isn't the season’s achlevement, talent
{2 on par with the top shows Lynch
dishes out.

Sinclair Sisters (two) set it off with a
rhythm tap. Gals are compact bundles
of personality, with genuine pairs of tap
tootsies for the muditors. Look cute, do
not work overmuch on their precisions
put go over well. Return at midmark
for another rhythm and rumba routine.

Bert Lynn, billed as the originator of
the vibrolynn, on next with s electron-
jzed music that sounds like a cross be-
tween the electric gultar-and an organ.
Has an Infectious smile that wins 'em
over before golng' into his instrumental
strummings. Makes music In a satisfy-
ing manner, plucking a string of hula-
hula and ballading melodies. Nifty nov-

¢
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elty for a nitery. Would sell stronger if
he prefaced with some explanatory- re-
marks about the steel plectrum played
like a Hawaiian git-box, claimed to be
the only one of its kind.

Earl and Josephine Leach show as a
standout terp twain for the ballroomat-
ics. Both carrot-topped, male is a cork-
ing caption and fem an eyeful. Mix
some sharp whirling in a smooth medley
set to Latin and American rhythms,
cinching the favorable impression with
an effective bit of Hawalian terspichorey.

A standard that registers as a hit is
turned in by Bobby May ‘with his club
and ball jugglings. An engaging juve,
May offers his various talents with a neat
nonchalance that ingratiates him with
ringsiders and exceeds the qualities of
his efforts. Flash finale that wows ’em
finds May pivoting on his head on a re-
volving crystal bowl and at the same

time bouncing three balls on a bass -

drum.

Paul Duke, a suave and persuasive
hocus-pocuser, winds it up with his
"symphony of smoke.’ After warming
up with cards, Duke pulls cigarets, cigars
and pipes from the thin air. Fags and
bowls are =211 lit, making for a steady
stream of smoke. Tall on the showman-
ship, Duke makes an effective finale-
clicker,

Jack Hillard does the conventional in~
troducing, plugging a wait with fairly
strong pipes for the wide-open-spaces
pops.

Harold Knight, batoning for the show
and dance music, winds up this week
with relief maestro Vincent Rizzo taking
over the helm. Max Essner coming in
with the big-little combo for rellef duty.
Agnes Tolle still remains for the harp
interludes.

None of the mill run folderol here for
the floor shows. Lynch gives it to 'em
heavy on the novelty, and that's what
his patronage likes.

Tables carry a full program of the
floor talent, adding a personal touch
between performecr and patron without
depending on an, emsee’s mumblings to
catch & name. In all, a manifestation
of Jack Lynch’s shewmanshilp in supper
club bonifacing. M. H. Orodenker.

Show Boat, Pittsburgh

Pittsburgh’s ‘‘newest’’ nitery, a couple
years ago the town's speediest spot before
floods and suspension of its liquor license
closed its doors, looks like a good bet to
cop some of the heavy spenders’ money.

Operated by John Maganotti, well-
known and well-liked club host who for
the past few years had been operating
the midtown basement Plaza Cafe, this
water rendezvous has been redecorated
from stem to stern, inside and out, in a
red and white nautical motif. In addi-
tion, Maganotti has installed a circular
bar at one end of the room, facing the
band stand.

Including balcony that runs three-
fourths around first floor, spot can seat
about 600.

Less promising than the physical club
is 1ts opening show. A Noel Sherman
production, it manages to be fairly enter-
taining most of the time without being
spectacular or unusual., Weakest of the
entire bill is the band, Wayne Thomas’,
which since being reviewed by the writer
has been supplanted by the local Al
Marsico outfit, %

The 20-person show includes Mozelle,
who wears long tresses instead of cloth-
ing for her exotic solo dance; ballroom
team Vito and Piri, whose most interest-
ing number i8 a dimly lighted Death
Takes a Holiday, and Lily Lido, semi-
herty blues bellower,

A house line of 12 gals shows plenty
of pep, tho their voices and beauty aren’t
much to write visiting firemen about,
and manages to keep the parade alive in
their four routine numbers.

Mintmum is $1.50 week nights, 82 Sat-
urdays. No cover. The food's good.
Drinks are priced moderately.

Morton Frank.

The Summit, Baltimore, Md.

This picturesque rendezvous, amid de-
lightfully cool, wooded surroundings,
furnishes a pleasant .retreat from the
stuffiness of the city.

A fair-sized mid-week crowd consisting
mostly of the smart younger set present
at this reviewing seemed to enjoy the
dancing both in and outdoors to the
music of Bernhardt Thall's Orchestra.
Terrace portion of the Summit has its
own dance floor amid tables separated by
spreading palm trees, but the atmos-
phere on the interior i equally inviting
with its dim lights and tables spaced well
apart between archways.

Thall’s orchestra consists of 10 men,
all seemingly well -versed, while their
clever orchestrations cover a wide range

of different type bands. Unusual rendi-
tions of both sweet and hot swing left
the dancers calling for more.

Spot has been doing heavy business
all summer, its second season under
operation of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Weber.

Floor show, presented twice nightly, is
a bit thin. Is headed by Newell and
Thorpe, comedy dance team, whose ef-
forts provoked peals of laughter Dwight
Newell, weighing on the other side of
250 pounds and with a protruding waist-
line much to his as well as his partner’s
annoyance, but much to the amusement
of the customers, proves he can be grace-
ful and light on his feet. Josie Thorpe
is an attractive girl of very slight build.
The combination doing a satire of popu-
lar dance teams is a rare bit of comedy.

Eve Lane, torch singer, follows. An
attractive brunet, she has a pleasing
blues voice and sells herself well.

The Thall trio (clarinet, guitar and ac-
cordion) steps off the platform for Dark
Eyes. Number was probably. put in to
lengthen show and, altho presented well,
failed to hold the audience.

El Gary, tenor, concluded the 30-min-
ute show in grand fashion. His excellent
voice and ability to hit the high notes
caught the fancy of the crowd and he
was forced to give several encores.

No cover,'.with minimum of $1 week
nights and $1.50 week-ends prevailing.

Pnil Lehman.

Villa Moderne, Chicago

This out-of-town spot is making a
real effort to keep open indefinitely
by using a name act as a business stimu-
lant. It is a wise move, even if in
this case it means a trimming of the
budget for other acts.

Morey Amsterdam, in for six weeks, is
not only a good comedian, but has de-
veloped a following in this area with his
NBC Night Club Show. He plugs the
spot on his weekly program and, in the
long run, is helping business.

Show caught was presented in the out-
door garden. Only two acts in addition
to Amaterdam and fare on the whole
offered nothing exciting.

Rita and Rubens, dance team, followed
Amsterdam’s opening gags with a fair
waltz routine. Cecil Blair, an acrobatic
dancer, had a tricky offering that was
well presented. Girl works with ease
and displays a lot of ability.

Amsterdam, in the next spot. had a
tough time warming up the small house,
but succeeded before exit time. His
comedy has a tendency to develop a good
response, steadily but surely. Has some
clever material on hand and knows how
and when to use it to fit any situation.

Rita and Rubens close the brief show
with a military toy-soldier routine, ex-
celling in acrobatic and adagio work., A
well-trained colorfully costumed number.

Paul Meeker's Band continues to fur-
nish the show and dance music. Three
shows nightly, Never a cover and a 50-
cent minimum in effect Saturdays only.

Sam Honigberg.

Hollywood Restaurant, N. Y.

This spot has been building up its
10 o'clock show as bait to catch the
crowds that miss the early show and yet
don’t want to hang around until the
midnight or the 2 a.m. presentations.

The 10 o’clock layout uses only a
couple of production numbers and some
of the principals. As a whole, it is
pleasant entertainment—altho the four
shows 2 night must make a preity tough
grind for the chorus girls.

NTG i8 back, 'replacing Joey Ray, who
had been in temporarily. NTG did not
bother to emsee this extra show, blond
Joan Gaylord doing emsee, and nicely,
too. The first production number,
Strutting on Sutton Place, has the 16
chorines and eight showglrls showing
thelr charms, while pretty Ruth Gaylor
sings and band leader Eugene Jelesnik
offers an exquisite muted violin solo
at the mike. Romantic tenor Don La-
mont warbles and then Freddie and
Betty Roberts step out for a. Viennese
waltz climaxed by a shoulder-spin fin-
ish. They encore with a sprightly
Bavarian number.

The pygmy number closes the show,
the girls out in clever black-skin cos-
tumes, while the showgirls parade as
animals, getting some startling effects.
Parade girls include Dorothy Daniel,
Jeannette Waldron, Jackle Dailey, .Letty
Kemple, Maxine More, Mona Joy, Linda
Grey, Dotty Denmark, Charlotte Hite-
man, Nancy Miller and June Sitar.

Jelesnik and his six men play the
show competently and then do a couple
of hours of relief dance music, display-
ing unusual verve and fullness for such
a small outfit., Jelesnik's fine viollning
leads the triple saxcs, trumpet, piano
and drums. Band broadcasts over
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' Butler Bldg., Chicago.
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CARL ROSINI
&ASTER MAGICIAN

mT. RDVﬂI. HOTEL.
Montreal, cannda.
Mgt. M. C. A,

With 1,000
Faoces.

Cagney’s Double.
Just Concluded
MANHATTAN
BEACH, N. Y.
With

Jderry Blaine Orch.

THEO GRE——ﬂ

Just Completed
13 consecutlvg Weoks
CHI OIGO ILL.

DENESHA

Ll i1
DAWN and DARROW

DANCERS OF DISTINCTION,

TORONTO EXPOSITION,
Toronto, Canada, NOW{
Dir, I.EDDY & SMITH, 1270 6th Ave..
v New York.

JA NE Melodious Songs
and

< | J* ARRAR
YVETTE

AND HER

ORIGINAL MUFF DANCE

I Now Appearing at COLOSIMO’S, Chicago. |

Address
1664 Broadway, New York, N. v

lons care The H

[ SANDY SCHELL |

and his orchestra

18th Week STEEPLECHASE PARK,
Consy Island, Y.

Excl. :VIqml. Contury Orchw.ra Onrp..

610 Broadway, N. Y.

MARIO - FLORIA

THE UTMOST IN DANCING,
Week September 8Srd
STANLEV PITTSBURGH,
Rep Week, September 410th
OHICAGO THEATER, CHICAQO
bir.: MUSIC CORP, OF AMERIQA,

DOROTHY BLAINE /2

Beautiful Exponent of Song,
]

Ofrection
SENIA QAMSBA,
162 No. State 8t., Ghicago.

WMCA and the Intercity Network twice
a week, a8 does the Mitchell Ayres Band,
which is the main band here.

Paul Dents.
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and Dance QORCHESTRAS

Muste of Yesterday and Today Played in
the Blue Barron Way

Blue Barron

AND HIS ORCHESTRA

Now on Tour
Exe). VARIETY RECORDING STARS

CRA

Jerry Blaine

AND HIS

STREAMLINED RHYTHM ORCHESTRA
WEAF-NBC NETWORK—Thurs., 12-12:30
A.M. Sundays, 11-11:30 P.M,, EDST,
PARK CENTRAL HOTEL, NEW YORK.

NBC, Coast to Coast.

CRA

Biltmore Boys
AND THEIR ORCHESTRA,
Commodore_Perry Hotel. Toledo, O.

CRA

Jack Denny
AND HIS ORCHESTRA

Current Stage Hit

CHICAGO THEATRE, Chicago.
WGN and Mutual Network

Excl. MASTER RECORDING ARTISTS
CRA

WILL EDDIE
Hudson & DeLange

ORCHESTRA
“Ambassadors of Musical Youth"
Exel. MASTER RECORDING ARTISTS

CRA

Ina Ray
Hutton

AND HER MELODEARS

“The Blonde Bombshell of Rhythm"
Exel, VARIETY RECORDING ARTISTS

CRA

King’s Jesters

“The Biggest Little Band in Amariea’
AND THEI

R ORCHESTRA
with MARJORIE WHITNEY
Hotel La Salle, Chicago.
NBC NETWORK FAVORITES

CRA
Held Over Againt o

Barney Rapp
AND HIS NEW ENGLANDERS
featuring RUBY WRICHT

Now Playing
BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY CLUB,
Naswport, Ky., WLW and NBC Networks

CRA

Jan Savitt

AND HIS “TOP HATTERS"
KYW, PHILADELPH[A, AND NBC NET-
WORK

Exel. VARIETY RECORDING ARTISTS.
CRA

s*Amarica’s Most Versatilo Instrumentalist”

Jack Sherr

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
Just Concluded 7 Months
8T. MORITZ HOTEL, N. Y.

urrently
RITZ GARDENS, Atlantlo City, N. J.

Americas [eading Radio,Theatre §

CONSOLIDATED
RADIO ARTISTS Inc.“Hicti

NEW YORK: 30 AGCKEFELLIR PLAZA

GREAT OPEMORTUNITIES

THREE WELL ORGANIZED ORCHESTRAS,
Must be squipped to troupe and willing to make head-
qQuarters ?n Fl?e Northwest, If jnterested, send

protos. Wire, phone or write
PAOIF10 ORCHESTRAS ENTERPRISES,

Oornellus Hotel, Portiand, Oro.
BOOKING THE BEST JN THE WEST..

Orcliestra Notes

KAY KYSER opens his run at the
Blackhawk Cafe, Chicago, Beptember 15,
succeeding Joe Sanders, who will take a
three-week vacation before starting on
his extended tour.

MARK FISHER and orchestra open at
the Royale Frolics, Chicago, September
20, when the club, operated by Denis
Cooney, opens for the season.

NAT BRANDWYNNE, leader at Essex
House, New York, took time out last
week to nurse an attack of the grippe.

JOHNNY McKEEVER has been re-
talned as vocalist with Jerry Blaine's
Orchestra at the Park Central Hotel, New
York.

LES BROWN and his Duke Blue Devila
will make stx recordings for Decca this
week.

JACK RUSSELL's Waco Pavilion, Syra-
cuse, Ind., engagement, which started
September 2 under a CRA banner, will
run indefinitely.

ELI DANTZIG'S first booking since
joining the CRA fold starts him at the
Hotel St. George, Brooklyn, with an NBC
wire, September 15,

DON BESTOR 18 back on the road
again, recovered from a minor operation.

KEN HOWELL brought to a close :a
two-month contract at Campbell Inn,
Roscoe, N, Y., Labor Day.

"SHADES OF BLUE,” New Orleans all-
girl orchestra, featuring Betty Walker, is
playing one-nighters. Played Crystal
Club, Natchez, Miss.,, August 28.

CECIL KRISTAL’S original contract at
the Hotel Dempsey, Macon, Ca., has been
extended from one to two months,

MILTON KELLEM has been extended
until October 1 at the Arcadia Interna-
tional House, Philadelphia, MCA follow-
ing with name-band bookings,

REOPENING of Palumbo's Cabaret,
Philadelphia, brings back Bobby Morro.

JACK ADCOCK 1s set for an unlimited
run at Manoa Inn, Philadelphia roade-
house.

DANCE PALACE, new ballroom, West
Collingswood Heights, N. J., will bring in
Ray Cathrall.

JOHNNY HAUSER was set jointly by
F. & M. and CRA to open at the Mayfalr
Cssino, Cleveland, September 22.

JESS HAWKINS, closing at the New
Penn, Pittsburgh, September 10, will
come back to the spot the first of De-
cember. Rita Rio. follows Hawkins into
the New Penn September 10.

FLETOHER HENDERSON comes into
the Roseland Ballroom, New York, Sep-
tember 20. It was here that Henderson
got his start, playlng at that time for
about 8500 2 week. Today, thanks to
Christopher Columbus, he has command=
ed as high as $2,000 for one night.

FRANK CASTLE and Paul Martin, both
San Francisco bands, now handled by
CRA.

MIKE REILLY will play the Fontalne
Ferry Park, Louilsville, SBepember 12 to
24, and then go Into the Wagon Wheel,
Nashville, for two weeks.

ALEX PASSERELLO, owner of the New
Penn Club, Library, Pa.. has signed with
CRA for bands during November. Al-
ready set are Jack Denny, Harold Stern.,
Jolly Coburn and Carl (Deacon) Moore.

BLANCHE CALLOWAY to play the
Brockton Fair, Brockton, Mass., Septeme
ber 12 to 18. She returns to the South-
land, Boston, September 22 for the win-
ter season.

CHARLIE FISCHER and orchestra from
Kalamazoo, Mich., recently booked the

Remote Control!

ROCRKAWAY BEACH, N. Y., Sept. 4.
—In the cabaret region here on Beach
103d street joy spots are bunched so
closely together that it's almost im-
possible to go out of one without fall-
ing into another, especially if one has
been imbibing.

Some of the spots use bands for
music, others don't. A few of those in
the latter bracket instruct customers
to wait for the orchestras at adjoining
locations to play before they do thelr
dancing. The dancers listen in on the
naighbors' tunes and trip their light
fantastics accordingly.

But here's the payoff: One emsee
in a bandless cabaret announces the
group of numbers to be played by the
band next door!

Centerville Falr and this year will also
play the Hartford Falr for the first time
in ‘six years. Fischer had previously
played this fair for 14 consecutive years.

PAUL WOLFE and band leave the '

Crystal Club, Virginia Beagh, Va., Sep-
tember 11 and start on a Southern tour.

BOB HERRON and orchestra set to
open September 15 at the ' Trimble
Springs Hotel, Durango, Colo., for indefi-
nite run,

CAB CALLOWAY, when he opens at
the Cotton Club, New York, September
16, will air over the NBC chain instead
of the Mutual network.

HUDSON AND DELANGE play a senti-
mental date at the Roadside Rest, Ocean-
side, Long Island, N. Y., September 14.
Spot gave them their first boost.

INA RAY HUTTON has been set for
slx consecutive weeks of theater dates
by the Mills office. Boston, Baltimore,
Washington, Cleveland, Chicago and De-
troit form the route.

PAUL PENDARVIS, replaced in the
Palace Hotel Rose Room Bowl, San Fran-
cisco, goes to the Olympic Hotel, Seattle,
for two weeks. Archle Loveland will
move from the Olympic to the Uptown
Ballroom for this period. Sterling Young
replaced Pendarvis at the Palace.

SID HOFF, Oakland band leader, has
been signed by the Assoclated American
Artigts, They are sending the band to
Pendleton, Ore., for the big Roundup,
with Harry Barris out front. They will
one-night up and back.

GORDON HECHE, ex-Stanford orches-
tra leader, is representing Consolidated
Radio Artists in San Francisco. He has
signed the bands of Carvel Crailg and
Dick Reinhardt. They will do casuals in
the Bay area. 3

MCA has openéd offices in Frisco. Lyle
Thayer-reported slated'for the job. Com-
petition for local business by Associated
American Artists 18 sald to be one of the
main reasons for the opening of the
branch. Then, too, MCA has eyes for
the business during the big fair in 1938,

BOB SAUNDERS and band go to the
Hotel Utah, Salt Lake City, September 17.

ORRIN TUCKER began a series of
broadcasts over NBC-KDKA at 1 am.
Friday from the William Penn Urban
Room, Pittsburgh, featuring the Balley
Sisters as vocalists,

BILLIE NICKLES and her orchestra
opened at the Cafe de Paree, Los Angeles,
August 31,

JACK WARDLAW closed at the Pavil-
fon, Hendersonville, N. C., September 4
and began a tour of theaters and one-
nighters in Tennessee, West Virginia and
Kentucky, including the Coal Carnival at
Hazard, Ky. Dave Brummitt is now man-
ager for Wardlaw,

JACK HAMPTON and band wil! finish
their 17th week at the Green: Mill Cafe,
Saginaw, Mich. September 12 and open
at Knickerbocker Gardens, Flint, Mich.,
September 14 for an Iindefinite stay.
Combo features Wibby Fischer, Owen
Jesse and Hampton, vooalists, and Forrest
Hurley, comedlan:

ALAN BROOKS’ corporation band of
10 men 18 currently at the Glen Park
Casino, Willlamsville, N. Y., under direc-
tion of George Breckenridge, Personnel
includes Ignatius (Iggy) Privateer, Dick
Lecksell, Ray Rogeman, Lew Bradley,
Dan Anze, Walter Dickman, Sandy Graff,
Carl Stunich and Norman Gray. Breck-
enridge 18 vocalist and arranger.

HERBIE HOLMES and orchestra
opened the New Casino, Walled Lake,
Mich., September 4.

DICK SNYDER closed at Sand Lake,
Mich., Labor Day and began 10 days of
one-nighters. Band opens at Coral Gables
night club, Lansing, Mich,, September 17
for four weeks. Evelyn-Gill 15 vocalist.

THE FOUR DICTATORS, now at the
Rose Bowl, Chicago, are Jjoining the
plano team of Pliner and Earle to form
the Musical Dictators outfit. Open their
tirst engagement at the Medinah Country
Club in that city September 18.

ARLIE VANDERBELT and ork are
playing their 26th week at the Villa de
Romero Club, Albuguerque, N, M.

Ohio and Michigan
Towns Unit-Minded

CHICAGO, Sept. 4 —Many new towns
in Ohio and Michigan will be in the

%NOW ON NATIONAL DANCE TOUR

ATS” WALLER

AND HI8 ORCHESTRA. By AL
15 Recording and Radio_Artists, rangement
ASSOCIATED RADIO ARTISTS | it

HARRY MOSS, Pres., " Ponse, fes.
1850 Broadway, New York City, Jh. Eones, fes,

Teleohone: Qircle 7-4362.

and his ORCHESTRA
ON TOUR

T AT e | |

“I‘I'HE OLE LEFTHANDER"

JOE SANDERS *

And His Nighthawks.
25th Week
BLACKHAWK CAFE, Chicago.

ACK TILSON

orcH | ESTRA
SWING and With
CONOERT MAXINE MILLER

THE IDEAL HOTEL UNIT

Tth Season Spink- Wawaseo Hatel,
Lake 'Wawasee, Ind,

BOOKING AFTER SEPTEMBER 23.

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
Now on Tour,

Direction:
HAROLD OXLEY, 17 E, 49th 8t., N. Y.
and

ANCHO =

ORCHESTRA

Return Engagement 8ept, 7.

PERSIAN pLAZA HOTEL, N. Y.

Mgt. MUSIO CORP, OF AMERICA,

ORLANDO ROBERSON
And Hls Orchestra.

Making ““Master” Recordings

Exclusive Management:
OBNTURY ORCHESTRA OORP.,
16819 Broadway, N. Y.

Now Appearin.
FAMOUS DOO
Hollywood. callf,
Personal Mgt.
Herbert E. Rossnberg, Atty.
2681 Broadway, N. ¥, O.

King of the Muted Trumpet

Clyde McCoy

And His “SUGAR BLUES” ORCHESTRA
DECCA RECORDING ARTISTS
Now On Tour.
Personal Management QUS O. EDWARDS.

market for small units this season, Pro-
ducer Harry Clark reports. Advance in-
dications polnt to greater combo house
activity in those States, particularly for
week-ends. Clark placed three shows In
rehearsal at the Performers’ Club this
week, each one to take to the road in
the next two weeks.

His first, Monte Carlo Revue, opens at
the Orpheum, Winnipeg, today for &
week. Unit 1s headed by Bill Irbecker
and band. His second, Park Avenue Re-
vue, breaks in in Jacksonville, Fla., next
Saturday and will continue in Southern
territory. Cavalcade of Hits, the third
show, opens in Lancdster, O., September
18 for the Sun office and starts a string
of dates for T. D. Kemp, beginning in
Bluefield, W. Va., September 24. Included
in the lineup are Spud Miller’s Orchestra;
Bill Talent, comedy juggler; Happy, Tom
and Jerry, skaters; Don Maldon, hand
balancer; Johnny Devant, magician, and
the Lark Sisters. §
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Lorraine and Rognan

Reviewed at Rozy Theater, New York.
Setting—Full stage. Style—Comedy and
dance satire. Time—Eight minutes.

Appearing with Paul Ash's Tomorrow’s
Stors revue, this team easlly showed
promise of graduating very soon into the
big time, working on their own and not
herded under the patronage of a talent
revue. The feminine member was some
time ago half of the team of Lotrraine
and Digby and to a large extent did the
same type of knockabout and spoofing-
hooting.

They open with some comedy chatter
-and situations, the kick in one being the
undraping of a live dog around her neck
that she had been using as'a fur plece.
A bit of hilarlous walking arcund by the
girl in which she actually seems to
change gears with her hips as she
switches her limp from one foot to the
other and another bit that necessitates
smazing torso twisting and arm move=-
ments of the gal closes the first half of
their act. A soft-shoe number by the boy
serves as @ sort of interlude between the
first and second halves. Purposely, but
very subtly, faking and missing a few of
the steps, he also accomplishes several
difficult ones.

Last halt is a double dance to a beau-
tiful waltz, very legitimately begun but
soon broken by & prodigious bump by
the girl. From that instance on the
satire follows routine procedure, with

r=JUST OUT!
McNALLY’S NO- 20

BULLETIN

PRICE ONE DOLLAR
WEW, BRIGHT, ORIGINAL QOMEDY
Tor Vaudeyville, Musical Comedy, Burlesque,
Minstrel, Night Olub Revues, Radio and
Dance Band atertainers. Conta :na
16 Screaming Monologues.
7 Roarlng Acts for Two Males,
7 Orlginal Acts for Male and nmlla.
13 gure-Fire Parodles,
Great Ventriloqulst Act.
A Roof-Litting Fomale Aot.
Trlo, Quartst and Dance Speclalty.
Musical Comedy, Tab and Burlesque.
46 Oorking Minstre! Flrst-Parts.
MeNally Minstrel Overtures.
A Grand Minstre! Flnale.
43 Moncbits,

Blackouts, Revlew Scertes, Dance Bend
Stunts,, Hundreds of Jokes and Gags.
Remembsr, MeNALLY'S BULLETIN No.
20 is pnly one dollar; or will send you Bul-
letins Nos. 10, 11, 12, 15, 16. 17, 18 and
20 for $£.50, with money-back Guarantee.

WM. McNALLY
81 East 125th Street, New York

-FOR SALE-

GORGEOUS COSTUMES FOR
DANCERS and SHOW GIRLS.
LOTS OF 16.

PARADISE CABARET
RESTAURANT
Broadway at 49th Street, N. Y. C.

ASK FOR MISS KAHN

WANTED

Teams, Singles, Novelzi Acts for Night Clubs and
eaters.
Write or wire :t onee

JOE MALL,
582 Hippodrome Bldg, clnvnllnd. o.

NIGHT CLUB SONGS

New Book ontitled “‘SPICY SONGS' contalns ten
{10) RED HOT **Nite club" Sonnl All new

copyrighted mat; bef lished, and
only obtalnable |n lhls boo k. Ask nur music dealer
to shaw you *§. NGS*, or send 500 dlrect to

RIALTO PUB CO.. 1674 Broadway, New York.

ACTS PLAY$6 SKITS, MINSTRELS,

GAMB L E’S BRA

!LL KINDS. OOMEDY MATERIALS.
or 8tamp.

E. L. GAMBLE, PLAYWRIGHT
EABT LIVERPOO

LISTS

muggings, awkward = spins . and lifts,
bumping, etc., only they do it better than
the average pair of berserk ballroomers.
The dance is distinguished by the really
excellent comic iability of Lorraine and
the expert but reserved foiling by Rog-
nan. The teary Is evenly matched in
every respect and should find encourag-
ing support. They did when caught here.
G. C.

Buddy Rich

Reviewed at Rozy Theater, New York.
Setting — Full stage. Style — Novelty
drumming, singing and dancing. Time—
Four minutes.

Young fellow opening with a take-off
on Jack Powell, without blackface, drum-
ming on chairs and floor. Accompanies
himself with song, doing Rhythm Is My
Business. Second half of his offering
consists of a tap routine, rather ordinary,
but working in & few eccentric steps and
8 smattering’of Suzl-Q to relleve the
plainness of his terping bit. Fresh\and
lively appearance and delivery upped his
composite score. . C.

Tex Wagner

Reviewed at 'Rozy Theater, New York.
Setting—Full stage. Style—Imitations.
Time—Four minutes.

A short but punchy turn of imitations
of barnyard animais and surrounding
nolses, strikingly portrayed and smoothly
offered. Among imitations are included
all of the farm animals, several birds and
also the sounds of motors and winds.
His sock number, and with which he
cioses, 18 & novel simulation on the har-
monica of the way a small church organ
and a church cholr sound together.

G.

Judy Lane

Reviewed at Chicago Theater, Chicago.
Style-—Singing. Setting—Front of band.
Time—Four minutes.

A good saleslady of song who proved
her worth at this stand in particular
because of the Martha Raye competition
on the screen. She, too, I8 a swing
songstress and, undaunted by the Raye
appearance. turned on a palr of strong
pipes and a goodly amount of showman-
ship and scored. She Is a good per-
former, which helps her immeasurably
in selling her pop tunes. Delivered I'm
the- Lady Who Swings the Band and
Devil and the Deep Blue Sea ahd came
back for two bows. Hon.

Jack LaRue and Vince Barnett

Reviewed at Oriental Theater, Chicago.
Style—Comedy. Setttng—In two. Time
—Fifteen minutes.

Two boys from Hollywood, Jack of
gangster-role note, and Vince, of the
comedy crop. The boys make a good
combination, altho it will take some
time, If they intend to stick to vaude,
before they will have a pollshed routine
to sell.

Vince, bald and having a naturally
funny pan, gets the laughs with little
effort. With better material, well-timed,
he should be a cinch to score In a next-
to-closing spot. LaRue does the straight
work well and singles with a dramatic
skit, announced as a takecff of Otis
Skinner in Blood and Sand. A good bit
of emoting, altho somewhat out of place
in an act of this type. Hon.

Frank Evers and Dolores

Reviewed at Palace Theater, Chicago.
Style—Wire walkers.. Setting—In three.
Time—Seven minutes.

Fancy wire-walking team, exhibiting
difficult steps to American, Russian and
Latin music. Evers holds most of the
spot with frequent rcturns on the wire
in new and brief feats. His Russian
foot steps are & real highlight. Dolores
furnishes excellent support, belng a
capable artist on the wire in addition
to a decorative asset in hula and fox-
trot numbe\rs Hon.

Vera Fern

Reviewed at Palace Theater, Chicago.
Style—Dancing. Setting—Front of band.
Time—~~Three minutes.

A better class acrobatic. dancer, pos-
sessing a shapely figure, youth and an
abundance of grace. The girl, here with
Red Norvo’s Band, was spotted In a
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Duc to Our Advanced New-Type of Stage-
Unit Procluc:tlons...ancl a Heavy Addition
of City-Dates and Playing Time

THE CIRCUIT NEEDS

ACTS -VAUDEVILLE TALENT-
MUSICIANS

SHOW, OWNERS: Contact our offices for the New Season’s
We are setting routes thru to the

STANDARD ACTS: Our shows want the best. and, if you
make it right, can afford you.

MUSICAL ACTS: Novelties who double orchestra—give us

UNKNOWN TALENT: From the radio hours, etc., if you
really want a future, here is your opportunity.

and Coast offices; on the back type title, billing, descrip-

Photos will not be returned but will
be filed until we find you a spot.

THE WILBUR CUSHMAN CIRCUIT

Summer Address
P. O. Box 1642, Hollywood, Calif.

On and After October 1
Enhre 5th Fl., Fox Wilshire Theatre Bldg., Beverly Hills, Calif.

Middlewest Division Office
The Wilbur Cushman Circuit, 950 Dierks Bldg.,
Kansas City, Mo.

Ed Gardiner, District Manager

PROTECT YOUR PROFITS

Qur Patented Dance Check fits thmu:h
button-hole. Oannot be removed

another without destroying. 'dl

sand. Asstd, colors, without printing.
on requeat. Order todly Made in U

>* LETHERTYS - NON -TRANSFERABLE

PRODUCERS

Just be certain it is a

makeup, with our Kansas City

(no commissions) and perma-

Priced low, $10.00 & Thou-
snmpl‘es

DANCE CHECK

402 N. Exchange 8t.,
ST. PAUL, MINN,

skillful number which she performed
with artistic ease. Combined good ballet
work with fancy control and acro tricks,
backgrounded with a fitting musical
score. Hon.

Barr and Estes

Revicwed at Palace Theater, Chicago.
Style—Eccentric dancing. Setting—In
one. Time—Nine minutes.

A refreshing eccentric dance team in
an act that is both speedy and thoroly
entertaining. Barr, a dead-pan funster,
and his lively female dancing partner do
jellylike -and rubber-leg routines which
recelved a hearty laugh response at this
showing. A hilarious bit is Barr's take-
off of a passenger on a crowded street
car. Hon,

Alice Garry

Reviewed at the State-Lake Theater,
Chicago. Style—Singing. Setting—Front
of band. Time—Eight minutes.

A colorless blues singer and out of
the running in =2 field that is over-
crowded with good talent. Before doing
anything else she should improve her
appearance and learn how to make a
showmanlike -entrance. Her voice has &
fabricated puffiness that distorts the bet-
ter quealities in her songs. Choice of
old tunes didn’'t help matters any, either.
Did Plenty of Money and You, Where
Are You, I'm Bubbdling Over and milked
back for Feeling Like a Million. Hon.

NEW!

DANCE CARDS
AND POSTERS

ABSOLUTELY THE FINEST Advertising
Ever Created for DANCE ORCHESTRAS.

WRITE FOR SAMPLES NOW!

CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING CO.
MASON CITY, IOWA

SOUTH AMERICA

QOffers opportunitics to well-organized  Vaude
8hows, Unit Type, capable 2 shows, having min,

trav. exp,; no Eng. talking. 1 am returning to
U.8.A. Snpl. 415; desire advancs or manage such
unlt. (Speak Spanish.)

WIIl talk partnership.
Writo care Hotel Chestarfield, Now York.
A. V. FREEMAN.

Wanted to Rent
DANCE HALLS

Flat rent or percentege. Am in contact with good
ands. Wire or write your proposition,
HAROLD H. KEETLE,
Menager Collseum, Cader Polnt, O.

End your correspondence to idvcrlllurl by men-
tloning The Biliboard,
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Phillips Squawks to Four A’s
On AFA Setup of Hirst Circuit

Four A’s plan to meet to declde on ]urisdlctlon of Hirst
shows—head of burly actors sends complaint from
Indianapolis—answer expected from AFA

NEW YORK, Sept. 4~—The Burlesque Artists’ Association finally showed its
hand this week in the matter of its losing the Hirst Clircuit to the American
Federation of Actors. Tom Phillips, head of the BAA, wired from Indlanapolis
yesterday to Frank Gillmore, president of the Assoclated Actors and Artistes: of
America, making his complaint against the AFA for stepping out of its jurisdic-
tion. Paul Dullzell, acting for Gillmore, notified the AFA of the complaint and is

planning a meeting of the Four A's.to settle this dispute.

effect that an' AFA organizer in Indian-
apolis 'was demanding IO0Us from each
member of the cast, same to be deducted
from the salaries, under threat of imme-
diate discharge in case of refusal. He
claimed the same held true in Milwaukee.
Phillips alleged that the organizer
clalmed he was acting on instructions of
Ralph Whitehead, executive secretary of
the AFA, and 1. Hirst, head df the circuit.
In his wire Phillips requested that
‘Whitehead be notified to advise organizer
1o collect no money until a decision 18
rendered as to jurisdiction. He also
claims that his evidence is complete.

Dullzell advised Whitehead that this
complaint 18 a jurisdictional controversy
which will have to be thrashed out by
the Four A's. He also asked Whitehead
to comply with Phillips’ request to notify
organizers not to put any pressure on or
collect money from those playing in what
the BAA claims is its jurisdiction. This
to be done until after a hearing and a
decision is rendered by the Four A's.

‘The AFA, in collecting dues from per-
formers playing the Hirst Circuit, feels
it is acting within its rights, having re-
cently effected a closed-shop agreement
with the circuit. It signed a contract
with the circuit when the operators
agreed that they would operate with
variety shows instead of burlesque, to
that end taking down burlesque signg
over their theaters. In view of the BAA
complaint, the only matter for the Four
A’s to decide is whether these 'shows are
variety or burlesque and what constitutes
either type of entertalnment.

Whitehead 18 at present out of town
and until his return there will be no
answer to Dullzell's letter and as a.result
no date set for a Four A's meeting.

MURRAY FRIEDMAN. and his former
Galety and Gotham, New York, ork- go
. into the Eltinge, New York, pit Sep-
tember 10, relieving the outf{it headed by
Murray Austin.

Phillips’ wire was to the

Burch Opens Canton- Oct. 1

CANTON, O., Sept. 4—Bob Burch I8
readying & stock Lurly troupe to open
at the Grand Theater here October 1.
Burch had & company at the house last
winter. Grand 1s being renovated for
the new season.

Pennsy One-Nighters Start
Sept. 16 on Hirst Circuit

NEW YORK, Sept. 6.—The week of
Pennsylvania ‘one-nighters on the Hirst
Circuit will get started September 16,
with Reading as the opening town. At-
lantic City and Allentown are included
in ‘the 'week; with 'A. C. a three-day
stand.

Gayety, Milwaukee, was given its two-
week notice ‘last ‘'week by the ecircuit
when it disobeyed a circult ruling by
advertising ‘its ‘shows as burlesque. The
Keith, Indianapolls, bows off the circult
after this week.

Wilners in Washington

NEW YORK, .Sept. 6—Emmett Calla-
han, managing director for the Wilners,
operators of the Apollo here and Shu-
bert, 'Phiiadelphia, revealed this week
that his firm wlill put shows Into the
Rialto, Washington. He said that no
definite date has been decided upon as
yet, but that it will open early in Octo-

FRANK X. SILK, Floyd Hallicy and
Jack Lyons opened August 27 at the
424 'Street Apollo, New York.

Reviews

Republic, New York

(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Sepi, 3)

Lots of laughs and snickers, for the
cash customers on'opening day, but lit-
tle to offer on the ' eye-filling stuff.
There are some good comics and_talking
women at this “ex”. burlesque temple,
but the line of kids, are evidently ama-
teurs. They need, whatever they are,
plenty of practice and competent In-
struction before they achieve any degree
of polise or make.a Major Bowes unit.
Chiefly because of this the -show lacks
polish. And there aye no bumps or
torso-tossing eplsodes.‘to balange this.

Opening afternoon -biz’ was ‘on the up,
with a thin sprinklfng of femines o;
hand. And some alone. The trend to-
ward comedy was never more ‘evident
than in this reopening and-it’s a-healthy
stgn. Customers seemed to go for it,
but that's no reason for neglecting the
hoofing. . Usual burly rautine 18 fol=-
lowed, minus the . peeling. - Of course,
there’s an artist’'s model ‘number to re-
pldce the outlawed bumps-and twists.

Male lineup includes Gus. Schilling,
Fred Binder, Jack Rosen,’ James X, Fran-

[Ssic

JACK DeSYLVA has been .signed. to
produce at the 42d Street Apollo, New
York, succeeding Allen Gilbert, who goes
with Warner Brothers to direct shorts.
Defylva formerly produced at the Para-
mount, Newsark. . Johnny McGuin-
ness, stagehand on the Hirst Circuit's
Pennsylvania one-nighters, has been
made business agent of the Camden,
N. J., stagehands’ local. . . . Joyce
Breazelle goes into -the Eltinge, New
York, September 10, set by Nat Mortan.
Latter also set Johnny Kane to open
September 10 at the Oriental, New York,
as straight and stage director, , .
Gayety, Minneapolis, operated by Harry
Hirsch, assisted by Harry Katgz, is run-
ning stock this season. Last week’s
principals included Carrie Finnell,
Marion Morgan, Tommy Raft, Harry
Clexx, Dorsay, Marie Voe, Gaye Knight,
June March, Mitch Todd and Billy Mil-
ler. Bobble Pegrim 18 doing the produo-
ing, while Fred Oldre and his pit crew
are furnishing the music,

CHICAGO BRIEFS: Helen Colby, June

§t. Clair's slster, pans from the 'Ooast
that she opened an indefinite engage-
ment at the reopened Burbank Theater,
Los Angeles, Sunday. (29) .following a
stay at the Capitol, S8an Francisco. June,
too, has been on-the ‘Coast-for the last
three months. . , . -Dorothy Dee’s mother
has returned from her visit to the Cleve-
land Exposition. .. . . Virginia Darling
has closed a two-week engagement at
the Natlonal, Detroit, . . . ‘Milt Schuster
booked. Diane Ray into George Jaffe's
Casino, Pittsburgh, which reopened Sun-
day, and Zorita, the ‘snake dancer, Into
the Old Howard, Boston. . . . Loulse
Stewart moved into the Rialto here as
a stock performer. . . . Charmaine left
for St. Louls and an engagement at the
Garrick,

BARRY THOMPSON back at Boston’s
Old Howard stage door for hls 10th year
after spending the summer at Boston's
1. Street Swimmery, Newport, R. I, and
Nantasket Beach, . . . Sammy Psaine in
his 20th year booking the special attrac-
tions at the Old Howard, Boston.

Open Ocober 1.

WANTED BURLESK PEOPL
GRAND THEATRE, CANTON, OHIO

Rehearsals September 26.
Mitch Todd, Max Coleman and Bimbo Davis, please communicate.

good Vaudeville Acts,
BOB BURCH, Grand Theatre, Canton, O.

AND CHORUS GIRLS
FOR STOCK

1 Bill, 11 Performances Weekly.
Can use
Address

¢is,: Rddie Fubel and Joey Shaw. @il
work well together and with the talking
women, tho Schilling .and Rosen steal
honors. - Gals were Dorothy Lawrence,
Irene Austin, Dawn DeeLees, L.il1llan Mur-
ray, “Jane 'Dobbin and Betty Rowland,
‘T'wo vaude teams, both hoofers, appeared
on' the bill. Perry and Green, good-look-
ing, fast-stepping mixed team, and two
gals, Toddy and Honey, appeared. Lat-
ter kids.are lookers but their work lacked
any novelty.

Shpw needed « better . dancing  from
the :line, of . 10 kids .and .8 showgals.
If ‘vaude 5 to be used, and it would do
much’ to’lerid variety to tKe production,
1t, might be. wiser to mix the acts and
not ' stick .to - dancing. Sammy Gluck,
also known | as. Gluck-Sandor, ‘produced
the dange nuinbers, and it's a lcose,
weak . job +he +did. Gals need polse and
trainfng. As a group they possess looks.
‘ Pepped-up .bits included the . holdup,
doctor's .office,. crazy. woman, bedroom
number in. two.languages and a lady
bank. . Crazy dame sketch with Miss
Lawrence and Schilling 'was one of the
funniest 'things -seen in recent produc-
tions, - and  both Miss Lawrence and
séhlmng took a nice plece of palm-
pelting for. their good work. More like
this would hypo any bill. Jane Dobbin
was particutarly attractive and took a
big hand. All principals went thru their
numbers okeh, but the lack of help from
the line-handicapped: the dancing num-
bers, which included Egyptian and os-
trich . scenes. Benn Hall.

. .
Gayety, Cincinnati
(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Sept. 3)

This Clamage & Rothstein stand, with
the affable Morris Zaidins back as house
boss, cracks-its Hirst Circult show season
with Babes in Charms. Thoroly recon-
ditioned, house makes a wholesome ap-
pearance. Altho the thermometer hovéred
nesar the 90 mérk, both outside and in-
side.the house, business was surprisingly
good at this initial look-in.

With the elimination of the few slow
spots which popped up at this first show-
ing, Babes in Charms should find it a
cinch to please the circult patrons. Show
i8 neatly garbed, handsomely staged and
totes plenty of talent. Production num-
bers are above the average in class. From
the .standpoints of clean material and
nudity censors should have nothing to
beef .over. Comics toss few blue lines,
while the nudity 18 contined to a couple
of epidermic flashes and two breast poses
by the chorines, all mnicely presented.
SHow’s entertalnment value is further
enhanced by several pleasing vaude spe-
clalties.

Comedy 18 well taken care of by Jack
Greenman, Sam Weston and Bobby Ber-
nard. Altho offering nothing new, the
lads pull a,goodly measure of laughs in
the various sessions. It seems, tho, that
two comics could take care of comedy
duttes just as efficiently, provided a trade
could be effected for another fem princi-
pal. Comedy Bcenes are Zum Zum (Ber-

(See REVIEWS on page 29)

U-Notes

By ‘UNO

VERA AND ROMEZ TRIO, adaglo and
ballroom dance combo, spotted
Charles Merrick into the Eitinge, New
York, week of August 27, was formerly
a duo, Romez and Verona. Recent
addition of Tommy Marsh made ‘it a
triple. @irl in the act is Vera Crandall.

CONTINENTAL THRILLERS (Ralph
Collins, Pattl Rodgers and Manny
Nathanson), booked by Murray Rosen
into the 42d Street Apollo, New .York,
moved to the Club Cavaller, a few
block “farther uptown, September 3 for
an indefinite stay.

JEAN WADE, rid of her appendix after
an operation in Frisco, returned all re-
covered and opened August 30 as extra
attraction at the Howard, Boston.

FAY TOBY, Betty Louden and Valyne
Courtney, formerly Kitty Marshall, new
principals at the Clover, Baltlmore

CHET ATLAND, tenor-juve, shifted
from the Eltinge to the Irving Place,
New York, opening at the latter Sep-
tember 3.

DIANE ROWLAND decided a spot in
NTG's revue at the Hollywood Res-
taurant, New York, where she opens
September 15, was better than one in
the new Intemational Casino offering,
for which she was originally slated,

LEO STEVENS, costume and song
supervisor for the Hirst Circuit, left
New York headquarters for Louisville,
where he will take care of all shows.

HELEN DAVIS, former burlesque sou-
bret, 18 now an emsee, singer and dancer
at Harry Butler's Tap Room, New York

FRED BINDER, after an all-summer
vacash at home in Cinclnnati, drove to
New York with Mrs. Binder and was
immediately booked for the Republic.

EVELYN TAYLOR replaced QGypsy
Nine at the Eltinge, New York, Septem-
ber 3.

LILLTAN MURRAY and Russell Trent
finished a vacash by selling many stacks
of wheat and corn on their 122-acre
farm at Sweet Springs, Mo., and motored
back east, Trent to renew straighting at
the Globe, Atlantic City, leaving Sep+
tember 4 to open September 10 at the
Casino, Brooklyn. Miss Murray opened
September.3 at the Republic, New York.

RUSSELL CAREW has quit life-saving
near Sea QGate, Coney Island, an sll-
summer engagement, to return to the
ina.ns.gerial post at the Century, Brook-
yn.

MARKIE WOOD goes back to the El-
tinge, New York, September 10 after &
lengthy engagement at the Red Ram
Inn, Mountain Top, Pa.

DAVE COHN booked Steve Mills, Harry
Lander, Jack Shaw, John Grant, Dorothy
May and Shirley O’Day for the Oxford,
Brooklyn, September 3; Fields and Mec-
Allister, Oxford, for four weeks, begin-
ning September 10; FEddle Kaplan,
Charles LaFord, Phil Silvers, Allen Forth,
Marjorie: Ray, Roxanne, Mary Joyce,
Marie Cord and 8t. Clair and Yvonne,
Irving, New York, September 8, and Aund
“Hattle, Six Lindy Hoppers and Elmsa
Dade, People’s, New York, September 3.

2 More Units Set
For Hirst Circuit

NEW YORK, Sept. 4.—Twn mcre new
unita have been set to make the tour of
the Hirst Circuit, one opening Septem-
ber 12 in Buffalo and the other Septem-
ber 13 in Pittsburgh. Buffalo show IS
belng produced by Lester Montgomery,
and cast includes Charlie Stuart, Ide
Shibley, Herbie Barris, Pinto and Dells,
Florence Carroll, Dan Evans, Jean Wade,
Ruliana, Anna Smith and Perry Green.

The Pittsburgh show is being produced
by Frank Bryan, and the cast comprises
Harry (Hickey).Levan, Lottte Boles, Billy
Foster, Danny Jacobs, Benson and Hart-
zell, Marion Mason, Zuzu Serro, EvelyD
Whitney and Curtis and Virginia.
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“Topper™
(MGM)

Time, 97 minuies. Release date, July
16. Screen play by Jack Jevne, Eric
Hatch and Eddie Moran, jrom the novel
by Thorne Smith, Directéd by Norman Z.
McLedd. Produced by Hal Roach. Cast:
Constance Bennett, Cary Grant, Roland
Young, Billle Burke, Alan Mowbray,
Eugene Pallette, Arthur Lake and others,
Reviewed at the Capitol, New York.

Comic fantasles are few enough and
rare enough to be cherished with care
on the screen-—which makes it all the
more & pity that Hal Roach’s production
of Topper just misses fire because either
Norman Z. McLeod, the director, or else
the cutting’ room went to sleep some-
where around the middle of the picture.
It’'s amusing even as it stands—but if
the middle sequences had been tightened
a bit it could have offered competition
to The Ghost Goes West. And that's
a mark worth aiming at.

Thorne Smith addicts (of whom this
reporter 18 not one) know the story.
It’s all about a couple of young and
weslthy loonies, married to each other,
who érash themselves in their car. They
wake up to find theyre dead, and sit
around on & convenient tree trunk won-
dering when the trumpets are going
sound to herald them to heaven. They
try to think of the bad things they've
done—without result—and the " good
things they've done—=also without result
—and finally decide that another good
mark in St. Peter’s ledger won’t do any
harm. So they decide to bring happiness
to Topper, a much-married and wistful
1ittle banker who has always Jooked upon
their escapades with ill-concealed envy.

How they do 1t 1s & howl—a howl that
fades away Into a forced snicker in mid-
career, but picks up again at the end.
1t's really too bad that Director McLeod
didn’t manage to keep up the pace.

Roland Young 1is expectedly Milque~
toastish in the title role, Carey Grant is
both able and pleasant as the gay male
ghost and Constance Bennett, as the lady
ghost, proves again that she 18 probably
the worst actress on the screen. She
poses 5o painfully that you never know
whether she’s supposed to be a Javanese
dancer or a caricature of Constance Ben~
nett. Billle Burke, as Topper's wife, and
Alan Mowbray, as his butler, walk off
with the plcture. Mowbray is one of the
screen’s smoothest performers and the
sooner the screen realizes if the better
for all concerned.

It's an amusing picture now, but it
will probably turn out to be even more
amusing in the neighborhood theaters

when it’s cut down to double-feature
length. Eugeng Burr.
“The Firefly”

(MGM)

Time, 138 minutes. Release date not
glven. Screen play by Frances Goodrich
and Albert Hackett, from an adaptation
by Ogden Nash, suggesied by the original
book and lyrics by Otto A. Harbach.
Music by Rudolf Friml. Additfonal lyrics
by Gus Kahn, Bob wright and Chet For-
Test. Directed by Robert Z. Leonard.
Musical direction by Herbert Stothart.
Dances staged by Albertina Rasch. Pro-
duced by Hunt Stromberg. Cast: Jean-
ette MacDonald, Allan Jones, Warren
Willlam, Billy Giltert, Henry Daniell,
Douglas Dumbrille, Leonard Penn, Tom
Rutherford, Belle Mitchell, George Zucco
and others. Reviewed at the Astor The-
ater, New York.

‘Those misanthropes who contend tRkat
light opera or operetta belongs only in
the warehouse may be wrong (tho I
doubt it), but at any rate there can be
no argument about the fact that it
doesn’t belong on the screen. MGM,
enough exercised over this academic
Problem to spend quite a large hunk of
Production dough in order to prove it,
proved it conclusively with The Firefly,
which opened its two-a-day run at the
Astor, New York, Wednesday. Even if
The Firefly had closed Thursday, which
it didn't, the run would have been a
Jlong one—or at least it would have
teemed long to the embattled customers,

In the first place, there was the story.
Ogden Nash was assigned to bring Otto
Harbach's old warhorse up to date, but,
tho he changed it considerably, he never
brought it beyond 1914. It’s mow all
about a Spanish spy (female) during the
Napoleonic wars in Spain, who wheedles
French officers and is wheedled In turn
by a French spy with sideburns. She
finally unmasks him, with the aid of
Wellington, love and a set of educated
tonsils that give no great ald to Mr,
Friml's 25-year-old melodies.

In the second place, the music. It 18

Communications to 1564 Broadway, New

Qork City

The Billboard 23

the film's only saving grace, but there's
not enough of it to smother the plot—
which would have been its only real ex-
cuss. ¥For, It seems, this sort of oper-
etta stuff is only incipient opera music
that wasn’t good enough to make the
grade (in that respect it's distinet from
real, honest, unabashed jazz, which is a
form in itself)—and this reviewer can't
quite see why anyoue should particularly
want second-rate stuff. Much better to
walt until the Met opens and hear
Boheme or Traviata or what have you—
or else to go to Maestro Salmaggi's cut-
rate barn on Sixth avenue, where at
least .the music is first-rate.

In the third place, the performances.
Miss Jeanette MacDonald's volce is high-
ly praised by a lot of people who ought
to know better, but even granting for
the sake of argument that Miss Mace~
Donald is able to carry the musical de-
mands, her performance is, to say the
least, unfortunate. Her acting is about
as bad a8 acting usually is In stage op-
erettas—which is about as bad as any
acting can be—and she is also rather
cruelly called upon to dance. As for
Mr. Allan Jones, he might have had a
voice once, but he hasn’t now—and his
pretending 18 often embarrassingly pain-
ful. Even fine performers such as Henry
Daniell, George Zucco, Douglas Dum-
brille and Warren Willlam manage to ap-
pear like actors forced to go thru lines
that they don't particularly like. Which,
after all, 18 probably precisely what they
were.

In the fourth place, the direction of
Mr. Robert Z. Leonard. Mr. Leonard not
only permitted the performers to per-
petrate their characterizations; he also
permitted the picture to run two hours
and 18 minutes, which 1s about two hours
longer than (its entertainment value
manages to last. And he also introduced
neat tricks of what one supposes is syme-

, bolism; for example, the shells in the

battle scenes flash on the screen as
death’s heads.
‘There are other things, too, but that,
really, should be enough.
s Eugene Burr.

“Confession”
(FIRST NATIONAL)

Time, 86 minutes. Release date, August
28. Screem oplay by Hans Rameau.
Adaption by Julius J. Epstein and Mar-
garet LeVine. Directed by Joe May. Cast:
Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, Basil Rathe
bone, Jane Bryan, Donald Crisp, Dorothy
Peterson, Laura Hope Crews, Robert
Barral, Ben Welden and Veda Ann Borg,
Reviewed at the Strand, New York. ee.

That motherly sacrifice is with us
again, only this time it's dished out by
that none too great a mother-artist, Kay
Francls-—-bleached. The plotters repeat
without even faking a rehash, the story
of a feminine derelict who is willing
to take a severe court rap rather than
testity in her own behalf with data
which would reveal her identity to and
hence besmirch an unaware offspring.

Here is the yarn now celebrating its
99th birthday. So long as Madame
Kirow, a' retired contralto, stays home
and sober she retains an unblemished
reputation. But she ups and attends a
ball while her husband is at war, and
drinks to the point where that esteemed
eel, Basil Rathbone, can add her to hig
compromised victims. Her goose 18
singed because Warsaw husbands think
more of their superficial honor than
the welfare of their loved ones. The law
booted her from daughter, husband,
house and home into gutter cabarets,
the only places she can sell her tinny
volce now for a meal ticket. At one of
these assignments she catches clammy
Basil seducing her grown daughter. A
gat 18 handy and the gal's alm isn't so
bad. On trial for murder, she refuses
to talk until granted a private session
at which time she turns on the auto-
biography without her daughter’s ever
learning the truth.

It's llkely that without the ald of
spirited onlons this supposed tragedy
couldn’t stir up a tear among chicken-~
hearted hicks. Sylvia Weiss.

“The Man in Blue”
(UNIVERSAL)

Time, 70 minutes. Release date, May
30, Screen play by Lester Cole, from a
story by Kubec Glasmon. Directed by
Milton Carruth. Cast: Robert Wilcoz, Ed-
ward Ellis, Nen Grey, Richard Carle,
Ralph Morgan, Almae Kruger, Billy
Burrud and others. Reviewed at the
Central Theater, New York.

The kid's tather is a crook. Ellis, a cop,
shoots pater in course of a holdup.
Adopts kid. Kid grows up honest. Gets
job in bank. Fsalls in love with Nan

Grey, Falsely accused of theft. Gets
mad and actually robs some bonds. Blood
will tell. Al very so-so. Better a
whisky sour for a quarter. The man In
blue is Edward Ellls. \Ellis always a
good actor and glves pic whatever Iife
it has. Still better a whisky sour. Or
take & walk around the block, followed
by a cold shower, if you still can’t sleep.
Kid goes to jail, but he returns the
bonds in the end. It always comes out
all right in the end except in: these
foreign picturés. I'll have another one,
Joe. Maurice Zolotow.

“Love Under Fire”
(20TH CENTURY-FOX) AN

Time, 75 minutes. Release date; August
20, Screen play by Gene Fowler, Allen
Rivkin and Ernest Pascal, from the play
by Walter Hackett. Directed by George
Marshal. Cast: Loreiie Young, Don
Ameche, Frances Drake, Walter Catlett,
Borrah Minevitch and gang and others.
Reviewed at the Rozy, New York.

With two Ileading b.-o. names co-
starred and a title that is as tempting
as it is timely, the film wil enjoy a
gratifylng degree of popularity and suce~
cess. But the multiplicity of authors,
all three of them prolific gents, is re-
flected in the scripting. Using the Span-
ish Civil War as a background, the plot
deals with an -international gem theft,
but before the intrigue and the chasea
go very far the string of pearls that
has everyone playing Bution-Button be-
comes entangled with a diamond neck-
lace that creeps In as an object of
chase, and generally the story becomes
hopelessly snarled. However, the magic
of the celluloids being greater than
the power of Aladdin's genlii, everything
clears up in a way, preposterous and
ridiculous tho it may be, and the story
spends itself out to a custom-made fin-
ish. If the faults in the plot and the
many incongruities can be winked at, one
can have a fajrly amusing time viewing
this comedy romance, for you have the
two stars, there is plenty of action, the
antics ‘of Minevitch and his gang, as
well as Clive and Catlett, provide ample
slapstick relief, and the angle of love or
duty that confronts Ameche can always
be depended upon for interest and
suspense.

Miss Young, a soclal secretary, and
Ameche, a young Scotland Yarder, meet
in Madrid while vacationing and fall in
love. His love for her quickly loses
first place when he is informed by the
home office that she is the sought pur-
loiner of her mistress’ valuable pearls.
Honor bound, he arrests her and starts
to escort her to England and prison.
Then start the complications, with the
plot becoming a2 mixture of farce, drama,
fighting and slapstick, not to mention
the Introduction of a diamond necklace
that somehow weaves in and the antics of
Minevitch's rascals. The windup is, tho,
that the persons suspected of the rob-
beries turn out to be honest, Scotland
Yard is satisfled and so is the majority
of the audience. George Colson.

“Varsity Show”
(WARNER)

Time, 92 minutes,” Release date, Sep-
tember 3. §creen play by Jerry Wald,
Richard Macaulay, Sig Herzig and War~
ren Duff. From an original story by
Dujf and Herzlg. Finale created and di-
rected by Busby Berkeley. Musfc and
lyrics by Dick Whiting end Johnny
Mercer. Directed by Willilam Keighley.
Cast: Dick Powell; Fred Waring and his
Pennsylvenians, including Priscilla end
Rosemary Lane, Johnny Davis, Poley Mc-
Clintock, and Walter Catlett, Buck and
Bubbles, Sterling Holloway, Mabel Todd,
Lee Diron, Roy Atwell, Ted Healy. Re-
viewed at the Strand, New York.

The latest of the Warner musical ex-
travaganzas, this one follows the tried
and time-worn pattern. Somebody
wants to put on & musical show on a
shoestring; there are a lot of heartachea
and headaches; the show finally goes on;
it is a spectacular affalr and everybody
18 happy, including the Messrs. Warner.

It's one of those things. Its plot is so
hackneyed that you will yawn. But, on
the other hand,-some of the comedy is
s0 amusing and some of the music so
tuneful that you will enjoy the picture,
generally speaking. It's all about Dickle
Powell returning to his alma mater,
Winfleld College, to help the youngsters
put on their annual varsity show. He's
a big Broadway producer, but finds the
old-time faculty resisting his attempt
to jazz up the show. This means that
Ted Healy, as Powell's buddy, has a lot
of run-ins with Walter Catlett (the old

o ————

fogy prof), which provide the comedy
backbone to the film.

The salleged plot gives a chance for
Fred Waring to make a good impression
in his first big picture. He screens well
and his flock of musielans and singers
comes thru nicely too. Priscilla Lane
plays the heroine, screening well. ghe
sings Little Fraternity Pin sweetly and
also duets with Powell in a few other
saccharine tunes (by Dick Whiting and
Johnny Mercer) intended to show to the
great American public the heartaches of
attending our big co-ed temples of
learning. - Other songs are Have You Got
Any Castles, Baby?; You've Got Some-
thing There, Moonlight on the Campus,
Love Is on the Air Tonight, Old King
Cole, On With the Dance and We're
Working Our Way Thru College. Harms
and Words and Music are publishing
most of the tunes. Love Is on the Afr
Tonight, On With the Dance and Little
Fraternity Pin look the best bets for
popularity.

MeClintock and Davis get the biggest
play of any of the Waring men, while
both the Lane girls make a nics impres-
glon. Buck and Bubbles do their vaude
speclalty and also handle lines, getting
over wall; while Dixon comes thru nicely
with a hoofing part and Roy Atwell gets
quite a few laughs with his garbled talk.

The Busby Berkely finale, in which
stupendous scenes move smoothly on
the stage of a theater, allegedly, is typi-
cal of his work. It’s colossal.

Despite its hocus pocus quality this
one is easily box office. Paul Dents.

“Prisoner of Zenda”
(TAa)

Time, 65 minutes. Release date, Sep-
tember 3. Screen pley by John L. Bale
derston, from the novel by Anthony
Hope. Directed by John Cromwell. Cast:
Ronald Colman, Madeleine Carroll,
Douglas Fairbanks Jr., Mary Astor, O,
Aubrey Smith, Raymond Massey, David.
Niven and others. Reviewed at the Ra=
dio City Music Hall, New York. .

Produced on a lavish scale, both In
the matter of cast and production, this
perennial fairy-tale romance cannot
help but be a box-office success. The
cast alone is enough to guarantee this,
but, in addition, because of expert direc-
tlon and beautiful, picturesque settings
(some scenes in sepla true-color), none
of the entrancing charm and mythical
kingdom appeal has been lost, as might
easlly have been the case with overbur-
dening of a fragile vehicle with a pone
derous “name” cast and production,

The acting is excellent as a whole,
with Fairbanks Jr. and C. Aubrey Smith
stealing the play from Colman and Miss
Carroll, Colman plays the dual role of
the hapless, weakling king-to-be and the
adventurous Englishman who saves his
throne with fust the right amount of
sober understanding and mischievousness, .
but he lacks the crackling spark that
has colored most of his work to date,
Madeleine Carroll, as Princess Flavia, 18
exquisitely beautiful, and Mary Astor,
in her few short scenes, imparts a vi-
brant depth to her role of Antoinette,
who loved sinister Black Michael too
well. In true Fairbanks tradition, young
Doug flourishes and swashbuckles tn &
grand impetsonation of the mnaughty
Rupert, and C. Aubrey Smith is fine as
the faithful old counselor to both kings.

George Colson,

Get into the
Road Show Business

Hundreds of men are making big
money operating Talking Picture
Shows in theaterless communities.
We rent 16 mm talking pictures for
from $20 to $25 per weck, and
rent and sell Projectors,

Write today.

Ideal Pictures Gorporation

28 East 8th Street, Chicago, Ill.

ATRE EQUIPMENT = NEW & USED

MOVING * PICTUNE  MACIIINES,
IALRS, ‘£POT

S0UND - RQUIPMENT
LIGN T, STEXE

CEMKNT, TICKETA, MAZDA LAMPE AND SKPPLIES
Becrything o ‘the The
WRITE FOR FREE CATALO

¢ > g
MOVIE SUPPLY COMPANY

844 5. WABASH AVE. CHICAGOT ILL.
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New Haven Awaits
A Banner Season

NEW HAVEN, Conn,.Sept. 4—That

THE
(East Jaffrey, N. H.)

A four-act mystery melodrama, by
Parker Wood. Presented by the Actor-
Associates for four aays. beginning Au-
gust 18. Directea by willlam O. Part-
ridge; assistant curector, Pritz Eisenmann.

Cast: Lorraine Miller. Parker Wood.
Robert Dumont, Virginia Rice, Betty
Plerce, Emery Battls, Russell Curry, Hu-
bert O'Neil, fritz Elsenmann, John Bell,
Carlos Cook, Edward Hale, Norman
Tucker.

This mystery melodrama rates high in
its fleld and looks okeh. All branches
of mystery plot digger-uppers will like
this one. When the gag is known It
leaves the customer plenty satisfied.
While the title makes the cléw quite
obvious, the author is clever enough to
take the patrons for a ride.

Young Richard Heath Is 'prexy of an
arms manufacturing outfit. 'His Aister
Barbara has two suitors, George Grim-
shaw, a natsy, uncouth guy, and Roger
Fletcher, a nervous, jealous sculptor.
Barbara accepts Fletcher. Grimshaw is
a poor loser and leaves in a huff. Later
Fletcher runs over Grimshaw in the
driveway. quite accidentally, so he avows.
The knockdown apparently isn't serfous,
tho 15 months elapse while he con-
valesces. Grimshaw meets Fletcher again
and . the latter is suspicious over his
kindness and courtesy. There's an ap-
parent feeling that something exciting
is going to happen.

In the interim Heath loses his posi-
#lon and together with his sister loses
ownership of their house, now tenanted
by Fletcher. Barbara isn’t so hot for
this setup. Richard Is so vexed over ad-
versity that he makes an attempt to
plug Fletcher. Grimshaw comes to
Fletcher's rescue, and the mystery deep-
ens.

Fletcher, two midnights later, sculptors
some sort of statue in his drawing room.
His butler, Everett Boggs. enters and
announces the art dealer with s delivery
which he 15 expecting, but not at such
an hour.- Fletcher thinks it unusual. The
dellvery is a small trunk.

A creepy note pops up as the trunk’s
1id slowly ralses while Fletcher is con-
tinuing with his sculptoring. An arm
with a pygmy blow gun sticks out and
shoots Fletcher in the throat. A police
investigation follows and Inspector Burns
conducts a good session of queries, cen-
tering on Grimshaw.

Later Grimshaw visits the Heaths, and
Richard, after a phone call from Burns,
heats a poker in the fireplace and, while
Grimshaw is ‘conversing with Barbara,
sneaks up behind him and applies the
poker against his leg with no reaction
fromi Grimshaw. That's the climax. The
auto accident cost Grimshaw both his
legs, which means that he could very
well fit into the trunk. Burns comes
in time and shoote Grimshaw as the
latter attacks young Heath.

Sidney J. Paine.

“The Dramatist®
CASINO THEATER
(Newport, R. 1.)

Three-ect comedy by Abby Merchant,

produced by Actor-Managers, Inc., Au-
gust 31 to September 4. Staged by Agnes
Morgan, settings by Emeline Clark Roche.
Cast: Alexander Kirkland, Franklin G.
Ray, Philip Tonge. Joanna Roos, Edgar
Kent, Miriam Jordan, Elizabeth Dean
Farrar, Charles Trexler, Bettina Cerf,
Hayden Rorke, Hathaway Kale, Neil
O'Day, Jus Addis.

With Alexander Kirkland as guest star
and such added attractions as an electric
organ Imported (with organist) from
Providence, and & mixed ballet sextet
from the Hanya Holm school at Benning-
ton, Vt., the Newport Casilno summer
theater rounded out its elght-week sea-
son by unvelling this story of a man
with a zest for enjoying life and pos-
sesgsed with an imagination which dra-
matizes every situation into which he
runs. Curlosity and a desire for experi-
ence leads him into plenty of situations,
among them an impulsive marriage. But
even when his bank roll is exhausted he
remains unchanged, undisillusioned, still
finding a thrill in life and passing as a
hero, even to his wife.

It’s an ambitious and at times distin-
guished bit of writing which gives Alex-
ander Kirkiand a difficult role that he
(Sce THEATER REVIEWS on page 29)

Connecticut will have an opportunity
to see a full season of outstanding legiti~
mate stage hits and new plays this com-
ing season was revealed in the announce~
ment of the local Shubert Theater pro-
gram for 1937-'38. The Elm City theater
i8 the last survivor of the legitimate
houses In Connecticut, Parson’s Thea-
ter In Hartford having been torn down
some years ago. 7

The Shubert iInterests spent several
thousands®~ of dollars this summer
getting the theater Into shape, with
paint, new carpets, etc. The program
will ‘open September 9 with the new
play Honor Bright, by Michael O'Hara.
Katherine Alexander is cast in the lead-
ing role and the play will open on
Broadway after the New Haven premlere.

Other productions and the stars in-
clude Helen Hayes, in Victoria Regina;
Ellssa Landi, In a new comedy, Jean;
You Can't Take It With You; Room
Service: The Women,; Yes, My Darling
Daughter; Tovarich; Burgess \Meredith,
in High Tor; Babes in Arms; the new
Ziegfeld Follies; The Show Is On; Fred-
ertka; Charlotte Greenwood, in the musi-
cal, Leaning on Letty; Ed Wynn in a
new musical production; Having Won-

derful Time; tht Abbey Players; the
Theater Gulld production of The Masque

of Kings; Maurice Evans, In Richard 11

Ina Claire In a new play, the Ballet
Russe and pthers.

Nixon, Pittsburgh, Set

PITTSBURGH, Aug. 28.—With a couple
dozen plays tentatively penciled in,
pending completion of the $50,000 reno-
vation, the Nixon will open probably the
second week In September, according to
Manager Harry Brown.

Being promised American Theater- So-
clety season subscription prospects are
Madam Bovary, with Constance Cum-
mings; The Masque of Kings, with Dud-
ley Digges and Paullne Frederick; Am-
phitryon 38, with Alfred Lunt and Lynn
Fontanne, and three other Theater
Guild productions. - Also belng adver-
tised 18 Victoria Regina, with Helen
Hayes; while Charlotte Greenwood In
Linger Longer, Letty, is belng puffed as
a8 November bet.

Etcheverry’s Civic Job

INDIANAPOLIS, 8Sept. 4, — Alfred
Etcheverry, of New York, has been ap-
pointed director of the Clvic Theater, re-
placing Frederick Burleigh, who resigned
last spring to assume the directorship
of the Pittsburgh Playhouse.

72ew platl on g’zoaéwa\i

Reviewed ln’ 8u9ene Busr

CENTER
Beginning Thursday Evening, September 2, 1937

VIRGINIA

A muslcal romance with book by Laurence
Stallings and Owen Davis, lyrics by Albert
Stillman. and music by Arthur Schwartz.
Staged by Leon Leonidoff. Book directed
by Edward Clark Lilley. Settings designed
by Lee Simonson. Costumes designed by
Irene Sharaff. Dances directed by Florence
Rogge. Presented by the Rockefeller In-
terests (John Kenneth Hyatt, managing di-
rector ot the Center Theater, in charge}.
Scenerv built by Vail Scenic Construction
Company and T. B. McDonald Construction
Company and painted by’ R. W. Bergman
Studio, Triangle Studio and Studio Alliance.
Lighting effects by Eugene Braun. Cos-
tumes executed by Veronica Costumes, N.
Lazill-Otti and Hattle Rogge. Paul Porter,
stage manager.

Lady Agatha ............0000an Mona Barrie
Captain Somerset, A.D.C. to the GCov-
@FMOF .i.iecsaarssasnass Gordon Richards
Captain Boyd, of the Virginia Rangers....
....................... Lansing Hatfield
Str Guy Carlaton. ........ ...Dennis Hoey
Fortesque, of Drury Lane......Gene Lockhart
Minnie Fortesque........ +..Bertha Belmore
Sylvia Laurence..........saesn Anne Booth
Miranda .......4 .Avis Andrews
Daphne . .Helen Carrofl
Phyllis. ...... = . .Esta. Eiman

................ Tom Tempest
Covernor of the Colony. ..

.............. Nigel Bruce
.John W. Bubbles
«e...Ford L. Buck
of the Virginia

..Ronald Graham
Stage Doorman.. ..Tom Tempest
Prima Ballerina of Dr Patricia Bowman
Premier Dancer of Drury Lane. Valia Valentinoff
Town Crier ....Herbert Carstin
. .John Ravold

Major-Domo
His Excellency,

Rangers

George Prentl
............ A

jugglers es Evans and Co.

CHILDREN OF THE 'GENTRY: Peggy
Romano, Doris Fischer, Billy Redfield.

ce
Fire-Eater ax

SLAVE CHILDREN: Bubblesette Leacock,’

Clarence Beasley, . Charles Timpson.

ACT |—Wharf at Yorktown. Coach. Road
to Williamsburg. Street in Willlamsburg. Out-
side the Ralelgh Tavern. Cates of the Cov-
ernor's Palace. Stave Quarters. Baliroom of the
Palace. Palace Coarden. TWO—Next
Day: A Street Fair. Stage Door. Sylvia's
Dressing Room. Fortesque’s Dressing Room.
Creen Room In the Theater. At the Play.
Slave Quarters. Daphne Room, Raleigh Tavern.

Radio City's Center Theater, still
pathetically faithful to its ideal of
pretentious boredom, opened what is
sometimes known as the legitimate sea-
son Thursday night with the presenta-
tion of a spectacle operetta called Vir-
ginia. It Is in the tradition of the other
colossal bores that Infested the house,
The Great Waltz and White Horse Inn,

but it will probably be rated lowest of
the three, That’s because, tho it does
manage to bore pretty thoroly, it comes
nowhere near the fantasticaily expansive
dullness offered by its predecessors.

Despite a book by Laurence Stalling&
and Owen Davls, Virginic manages to
scatter 1tself in small pieces all over the
huge stage, ending with a patriotic finale
that leaves the customers wondering
whether that’s when they're supposed
to go home. It's all about Colonial days
in Willlamsburg, the town that was re-
stored by the late John D. Rockefeller
(whose Interests, by an amazing co-
inclidence, presented the show). To Wil-
llamsburg comes a London theatrical
company whose bibulous owner carries
a message to Colonel George Washing-
ton, leader of the Colonial revolt. He is
suspected by a British officer from
Boston, and the wistful, slender thread
of action concerms his efforts and those
of his leading lady to get the letter
eafely thru. In the end the Virginians
join their New England brethren in re-
bellion, and the grand finale shows,
thru scrim reminiscent of the.days of
Little Eva, General Washington astride a
large horse while his ragged Continentals
march sedately and deliberately upon
the Center Theater's revolving stage.

There 18 also, of course, a convenient
colonel of ths Virginia Rangers with
whom the little London actress falls in
love.

Obviously not much can be done with
a plot like that—and Leon Leonidoff,
the director, doesn’t do much with it.
Producer of the stage shows at the
neighboring Radio City Music Hall, he
evidently conceived Virginia as a series
of Music Hall presentations laid end to
end. The usual lack of pace in Music
Hall productions is here evidenced, de-
tracting from the wisp of interest in the
script. The Virginia Rangers wander on
and off the stage as tho they had mls-
latd the coffin, and the revolt of the
Continentals looks rather like a meeting
of 18th century pickets intent on getting
two bucks more a week.

On the other hand, color and life
are fitfully offered by Lee Simonson,
who did the really lovely settings; by
Irene Sharaff, who furnished some
bright costumes, and by Florence Rogge,
who was responsible for several thoroly
enjoyable ballet numbers. But such
things aren’t enough to make a show.
That they aren't is driven home by the
fact that the only real entertainment
of the evening comes with the always
outstanding foot Jjuggling of James
Evans, the thoroly amusing puppet act
of George Prentice (both offered during
a country fair scene) and a ballet pan-
tomime of Jack and the Beanstalk in

gfage wtu'spe&s

Despite the untimely and regretted
death of Harry Moses, who had planned
to return to production this season
after a long lllness, his schedule WAll be
carrled thru. Elsa Lazareff, his widow,
who directed his production of Danger-
ous Corner, has taken over, and Tough

- To Chew, the Robert Carlson comedy that

Moses had announced, will be presented
in October as originally planned. . . .
Fortune Gallo and the Shuberts were
turned down by Equity council this week
when they asked that the casts of the
operettas at Jones Beach and Randalls
Island be docked for the evenings when
rain prevented performances. The idea
was to pay for performances played on
a pro-rata basis, the producers contend-
ing that rain was an act of God. and wds
so provided for,in standard Equify con-
tracts. The codncil. blandly refusing to
argue the religious angle of the question,
declded that all -producers of outdoor
shows had to take rain into account, and
that performers couldn't be penalized
because they had falled to do so. .
Rudolph Forster, who used to be leading
man for Elisabeth Bergner in Europe, has
been hired by Gilbert Miiler to play op-
posite Marta Abba Iin the first company
of Tovarich, which opens September 20
in Montreal. . . . McKay Morris has been
hired to play the same part in the second
company, with Eugenie Leontovich in
the starring role, opening the same night
in Columbus, O. . . . When Maurice
Evans brings Richard II back to the St.
James Theater there'll be two major cast
changes in addition to the substitution of
Prederic Worlock for Ian Keith., Lee
Baker will play John of Gaunt, formerly
played by Augustin Duncan, and Eleanor
Phelps will succeed Olive Deering as
Mr. Evans’ queen. . . . Henry Tobias, who
has spent 11 summers directing heat-
spell stock at Totem Lodge, Averill Park,
N. Y., intends to give Leonard Sillman
some competition this fall. He's plan-
ning & reVusg tentatively titled Young
Ideas of 1938, in which he intends to fea-
ture youthful talent that he’s found at
the summer resort. He'll also do the
‘music, lyrics being furnished by Charles
Toblas. The Fulton has been tentatively
set as the Broadway house, and the whole
thing shapes up as competition to Mr.
Siliman and his: New Faces series. . . .
The Little Theater Players, at 145 West
46th street, claim that they're in the
market for original one-act or full-length
plays, to be presented during their
1937-'38 season.

the theater scene, amusingly conceived
and excellently and charmingly danced
by Patricla Bowman and Valia Valen-
tinoff, both of whom do nice work
thruout.

Arthur Schwartz, who furnished the
music, has written some nice tunes, but
most of them are burled beneath dull
production and Inadequate volces. My
Bridal Gown 1s a lovely number; I#'s
Our Duty to the King is an extremely
cute affalr, and Meet Me at the Fair is
a jolly, stirring tune. There are others,
t00. Mr. Schwartz did his share, even
it he isn't given a fair break by the
performers.

The management sent over to England
for its leading lady, a soprano named
Anne Zeigler, whose name, for American
consumption and evidently Rockefeller
prestige, was changed to Anne Booth.
Why she wes imported is a mystery.
There are hundreds of native singers
just as bad as she and & good many
much better. Posseseing nothing but a
falsetto, she does scant justice to Mr.
Schwartz. Treating the composer some-
what better but leaving practically
everything to bc desired so far as stage
presence is concerned is young Ronald
Graham from radlo, .who assaults the
role of the Virginian colonel. Nigel
Bruce brings welcome relief with his
reading of lines as the governor; Mona
Barrie, of film fame, poses painfully as
his daughter: Gene Lockhart tries hard
to furnish comedy rellef as the actor-
manager; Buck and Bubbles are saddled
with impossible material as a couple of
willing slaves, and Avls Andrews, Negro
soprano, emerges as by long odds the
most capable female performer in the
show.

Virginia represents the first venture i
the production field for the Rockefeller
interests, which are pledged to the
high ideal of putting the methods of
Big Business (two capital 'Bs, please)
into the unsuspecting theater. It proves
pretty conclusively that ‘ol and ham
won't mix. -
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Phenomenal business is reported. by
the Barnstormers of Tamworth, N. H.
Now in its seventh season, the company
nas been playlng to standing room most
of the summer, Operating on a circuit
which includes such near-by towns as
Conway and Wolfeboro, as well as the
more distant Poland Spring House in
Maine, they have bullt two theaters of
their own, both thru the box office, the
organization never having been sub-
sidlzed or guaranteed in any way. On
the strength of this year’s unusual re-
sponse they are adding an extra week to
the season by producing There's Alwaeys
Juliet, starting August 30. S

For the final bill of the season at the
Newport (R. 1) Casino Theater, begin-
ning August 31, the Actor-Managers of-
fered their fifth new play of the sum-
mer, The Dramatist, a romantic comedy,
with music, and a small ballet by Abby
Merchant, starring Alexander Kirkland
and featuring Joanna Roos and Philip
Tonge. In the supporting cast were
Franklin Gray, Mirlam Jordan, Nell
O’Day, Bettina Cerf, Edgar Kent, Eliza~-
beth Dean Farrar, Hathaway EKale,
Charles Trexler, Hayden Rorke and Jus
Addiss. The music was played by Hans
Hanke, and the ballet danced by mem-
pers of the Hanya Holm Group, includ-
ing Elizabeth Waters, who has done the
choregraphy for this production. Agnes
Morgan directed, and ¥meline Clark
Roche designed the setiings.

Rockside Theater, cowbarn outpost on
the Rockville Pike, near Washington,
opened a two-week run September 5 of
its old stand-by, Murder in the Red Barn.
1t will be the third successive season
during which the Roadsiders have pre-
sented the English meller, which on
each of the previous tries was voted best
production of the season. Murder closes
the barn, lanterns being doused Sep-
tember 18.

The Sterlight Theater, Pawling, N. Y.,
continues its summer season for two
weeks, according to the announcement
of Maryverne Jones, who has been its
managing director for four years.

Labor Day saw a speclal matinee open-
ing of Arms-and the Man, the George
Bernard Shaw comedy, with Starr West
in the leading role, created in New York
by Alfred Lunt, and Isobel Rose in the
Lynn Fontanne part.

For the 16th and final production, the
Starlight will offer another pldy with
music, The Cowdboy, a romance which
will introduce a number of songs and
dances and will have in addition a cow-
boy orchestra.

A brand-new play had its premiere at
the Priscilla Beach Theater, Plymouth,
Mass., Monday evening, September 8, and
will continue thru Saturday. A. Frank-
Iin Trask, managing director of the the-
ater, presents Howard Warren Com-
stock’s No Scandal, Please!, co-authored
by Bert Hughes.

The play was directed by Paul A.
Foley, and features two guest stars, Edel-
Wwelss French and John Balmer. ‘Others
in the cast include Mary Elsle Reser,
Catherlne Cosgrove, Emerald Reynolds,
Homer McDowell, Melvin E. Berg, Alison
Hawley, Luise Holman, Lee Parry, John
Dighton, Betty Carpenter and William
Bonewell.

John Gordan has closed as director

With the Guy Palmerton Players at the
Whalom Park Theater, Fitchburg, Mass.,
t return to Philadelphia.
Janet Dempsey, seven-year-old Worces-
ter, Mass, actress, will furnish the
Season with the Nipmuc Park Players,
Mendon, Mass. She is slated for picture
work in the fall,

WPA “Faustus” for Fair

DETROIT, Sept. 4—Fred Motrow, di-
fector of the WPA Theater, has an-
hounced lans for giving one perform-
ance of Doctor Faustus at the Michigan
State Fair September 10, WPA will use
g repertoire system this fall with spot
0okings around town. Repertolre will
Include Doctor Faustus and Let Freedom
Ring. New plays to be added will be 4
Touch of Brimstone, Challc Dust, Pyg-
malion, Anna Christle,- 595 F. O. B.,

Farmer Tq 4 oS
P kes a Wife and Living News

Howard Players Give Tryout

NEW TYOREK, Sept. 4.—Last Monday
night in the hot and crowded Villa
Venice on East 60thh street where Rudy
Vallee used to hold forth as moon-eyed
debutantes swooned beneath his mega-
phone, the Louise Howard Players pre-
sented the tryout of a new comedy by
an author billed modestly as G. Lipkind;
The play, Here’s Hoping, was announced
as being under option, with Miss How-
ard’s presentation being made by ar-
rangement with the producer.

Whether or not Here’s Hoping will be
a worthy Broadway contender this re-
viewer will fail to learn until it is pre-
sented professionally. For Miss Howard,
with what can only be regarded as mis-
taken enthusiasm, sent out or sold more
tickets than her capacity warranted. As
a result the Villa Venice, at curtain
time, resembled the famous Black Hole
In Calcutta, filled to overflowing with an
undenlably smart—but just as undeni-
ably perspiring—audience. Not a seat
remained unoccupled, and some of the

gayer blades of the ultra set that scems
to patronize Miss Howard's offerings had
even squatted on the tables which, relics
of the Villa's former glories, had been
pushed to the sides of the auditorium.
Since the stage, formerly the band
stand from which Mr. Vallee regaled the
susceptible, is on the long side of the
room, the tables’ visibility as well as their

seating comfort left something to be de- |

sired.

Nor was there an usher or even a
ticket taker, from whom the usual cour-
tesles accorded a press pass might have
been forthcoming, anywhere in evidence
in the milling throng of evening-gowned
and stiff-shirted sophisticates. Your re-
porter, realizing that he wouldn't be
able to see the play anyhow, took a walk
in the park.

For the sake of the records, the tryout
cast included Miss Howard, Willlam Lord.
Eileen Stantial, Marita and Daphnee
Sylva (daughters of Mme. Marguerita
Sylva), Bob Mcllwaine, Walter Clarke,
Stanley Scheftel and Alan Thorpe.
Entriacte divertissements, written by Miss

From Out Front

By EUGENE BURR

The summer theater season s about over, and the cows, who have been gazing
moodily at thelr old homes, can return to mangers evacuated by actors and pre-
pare to spend a snug winter. Where the actors can return, and how snug thelr
winters will be, are moot questions.

The summer season was nowhere near as widespread this year as it was during
previous beach-and-bathtub spells—which probably means something or other
concerning the declining tendency toward masochism on
the part of vacationists. That the tendency hasn't entirely
disappeared, however, is attested by the popularity of those
spots that did open. Records were broken all over the
Atlantic seaboard by mame players who were lured to the
rural thickets or by plays that the summer residents wanted,
for some reason or other, to see. And Is seems, without
making any sort of numerical survey, that there were almost
as many summer fryouts as ever, despite the reduced number
of sylvan show-sinks. The fate of the plays that were tried
out will probably average about as usual; most of them
won't come in, and the few that do will come in with new
casts, leaving in the lurch the eager young hopefuls who
were lured out to Cowflop Corners during the summer by
glowing promises of meals, board and a part in the show
when it came to Broadway, Just why so few of the summer
tryouts ever do come in, and why so few of those that do
open manage to make the Broadway grade, are questions
that ought to be answered. Obviously, of course, one reason
is the comparative cheapness of a summer tryout and the
fact that the rural spots are eager to present new ‘plays, no matter what their
quality, A lot of shows seeing the light in bucolic drama dens would otherwise
continue to gather dust In thelr agents’ offices. Another reason, I suspect—and
an important one—is that it takes a very good play to seem good when it is
presented under the conditions that prevail at a number of the cowbarn theaters.
And still another reason fs the fact that a good many producers arc willing
to trust-inciplently good plays to the mercies of the yokels and their summer
guests without first making obviously necessary changes. The idea seems to be
that the changes can be made more easlly after seelng the play on a stage—
and who cares about the dollars and half dollars of the peasants on whom the
experiment is tried? It doesn’t work out that way, tho. An inciplently good play
is presented In an obviously unfinished form, under conditions that would try the
qualities of a masterpiece, and wholeheartedly falls to click. The producer there-
upon relinquishes his option in disgust, and an unfortunate author has another
script to tuck away in his trunk. That happened in several instances this summer.

In any case, the summer season is about over. It's a nice, tho belated, break
for the cows. In my mind’s eye I can see the wisttul actors, trudging with their
bags along the dusty road to the statlon, looking at those cows with envy.

e

EUGENE BURR

In the rnew Issue of One Act Play Magazine (which, incidentally, .maintains
the high standards of the publica¥on) Mr. John W. Gassner, the enthuslastic
young soclal reviewer who was called to task here a couple of columns ago, does
something that looks suspiclously llke an about-face. Or, at any rate, he twists
around far enough to lcok over his shoulder.

The chief fault that this corner found with Mr. Gassner's not-quite pellucid
pronunciament! was that, in his theatrical lexicon, a “significant drama” meant
one that possessed tmmediate soclal import. I found 1t ,hard to discover the
comparative insignificance of Hamle?, Lear, Cyrano and a couple of other plays.

Now Mr. Gassner says, In so many words (in many more words than that,
really—and most of them studlously abstruse) thai other plays may also be
significant. One suspects that he Is not in wholehearted accord with his own
admission, however, for Immediately thereafter we find him once more using the
phrase, “significant drama,” to refer to the narrow class of plays with surface social
content. But he does at least make good sense in a discusslon of specific left-
wing plays and the need for drama in all of them—and, whether he really con-
vinced himself or not, he did try to turn around, or at least to peer over his
shoulder. One supposes it was the left shoulder.

Mr. Gassner seeks, he says, “to demonstrate that tppical interests are not
excluded from tragic enlightenment and catharsts.” Of course they're not excluded.
Some of them, in dramatic form, offer outstanding examples of tragic power, and
have marched down thru the years as great and noble dramas. But they were
plays as well as soclal preachments. And one should not hold them up as the
only dramatic means of experlenging ‘“tragic enlightenment and catharsis,” as Mr.
Gassner and so0 many of his colleagues seemed very definitely to be doing. That
was the only point I trled to make,

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF DRAMATIC ARTS

FOUNDED IN 1384 BY FRANKLIN H. SARGENT

THE foremost institution for ‘Dramatic and Expressional Training in’
\America. The courses of the Academy furnish the essential preparation

for Teaching and Directing as wcll as for Acting.
FALL TERM BEGINS OCTOBER 26
FOR CATALOG Address Secretary, Room 145, CARNEGIE HALL, NEV YORK

BROADWAY RUNS

Performances to September 4, inclusive,

Dramatic Opened Pert.

Brother Rat (Biltmore).... Dec. 18...306
Having Wonderful Time (Ly-

COUM) everesossan : l"‘{eb. }g . %gz
Room Service (Cort) ..... May ..1
Tobacco Read  (Forrest] , .. Dee. 1401004
You Can't Take It With You

(Booth), ............. Dec. 14... BOZ
‘lyome&. ’}‘)hau(Balr)mn%r:) ..Dec. 26...202

es, My Darling Daughter y

(Plashouise) .- - - S..Feb. 9...237

Musical Comedy
Pabes In Arms (Shubert) .. Apr. 14...167
Virginia (Center) ....... «Sept. 2... 4

Howard and Claude Lapham, were sung
by Helen Mestelle.

If Miss Howard really wants reviews—
one presumes she does, because she sends
out press passes—I'd suggest that she
rope off a small section for at least those
reporters who manage to arrive before
curtain time. Eugene Burr.

Chi WPA Presenting
Series of One-Acters

CHICAGO, Sept. 4.—With O, Say, Can
You Sing? and The Lonely Man off the
boards since last week, the Federal
Theater office heve is now actively pre-
paring for the new season. Initial at-
tractions are & series of short plays for
the Princess Theater, scheduled to open
last night, and the Ylddish Unit's pro-
duction of the oft-postponed Monesh,
which s to move into the Great North-
ern September 7.

The Princess plays include Eugene
O’Netll's The Long Voyage Home, Thorn=
ton Wilder's Love and How To Cure [Ii,
Molly Day Theatcher’'s Blocks and Sean
Q'Casey’s The End of the Beginning.

George Kondolf. general director of the
local project, was in the East last
week conferring with Tederal Theater
heads on future productions in thia area.

Chotus 5qm't_\, Notes

Chorus Equity Association is holding
-checks in settlement of clalms for the
following members: Adrian Anthony,
Nancy Lee Blajne, Adele Butler, Chars
lotte Davis, Leila Gans, Gladys Harris,
Eda Hedin, Marge Hylan, Marion Hylan,
Fred Holmes, Lorraine Janee, Dorothy
Mellor, Evelyn Page, Carol Raffin, Percy
Richards, Ragna Ray and Carolyn Russ.

Two new members joined the Chorus
Equity Assoclation in the past week.

Chorus Equity has just recelved the
following letter from the management
of the St. Louis Municipal Opera Com-
pany: “As the season grows to a 'closs
we find that there will be a small surplus
on hand. The board of directors of the
Municipal Theater Assoclation of B8t.
Leuls has recognized the unfalling
loyalty and hard work of our chorus by
awarding to each member of the en-
semble who finlshed the season a cash
bonus. The 84 boys and girls who ap=
peared in all 12 productions received
840 each. Seven other singers and danc-
ers were rewarded proportionately.’”
Chorus Equity is most happy for Its
members and deeply grateful for the
appreciation shown by the Municipal
Theater Assoclation.

Be sure that your correct address
and telephone nlimber are on file in
this office. In the past week two dif-
ferent managements called for the
addresses of members who had neglected
to notify us that they had moved. Do
not lose ap engagement thru careless-
ness in notitying this office of a chenge
in address.

Again we remind members of the spe=
clal concession the council has made to
members working in presentations and
cabaretg: any membér who is delinquent
in dues may place himself in good
standing upon the payment of 88 pro-
viding that payment is made while the
member 1s working.

CHORUS EQUITY ASSOCIATION.

(A8rd Annivorsarvy
*
scHooL A-t
CNe oF e
Couraes In Acting, ¥ Dlrecting, P 1
Deovelopment and Qulture.
DRAMA — SPEEOH — VOOAL
DANCE — MUSICAL COMEDY
@Graduates: Fred Astalrs, John :Bryan, Una Morkal,
Leo Tracy, Loufse Latimer, Ete.
2 In 1 Oogurse—Stage, Bcreen, Radlo—A wolld
fon In. the lals ot acting. In
conjunction with professionat stock theatrs tralning
while tearning. "
Students appear in full lsngth plays, & wesk in sach,
” g oxperlence y to quallfy tor profes-
sional angagements.

Wreite T. BELL. Becretary, 60 West 85 8¢, N. Y,
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MAY'BE we are stil] too naive and optimistic after our many years in the theater
but we had hoped for more tangtble results up until now from the Convention
of the Legitimate Theater held by the American Theater Council. Perhaps it would
have been more fitting to the occasion to conclude that tangible results are not
to be expected: that the best one could hope for is that the publicity given the
proceedings accomplished something towards making theatergoers more consclous
of the existence of vital forces at work in the theater and of the more important
fact that the theater is far removed from being decadent. However all of this
might be, we are heartened to some extent by the news that the Committee on the
Road, appointed by the Council’s executive committee, has actually started to hold
mestings. In themselves meetings are not progress; merely a road to progress. At
least the issue {8 not dead. At least there s still burning the embers.of a moves
ment that is far more important than any other factor in our own mixed metaphors
of the theater picture. We are further heartened by the knowledge that James J.
Brennan, 8 business man and a lad with more than the average share of common
sense, 18 chairman of the committee and has as his colleagues such true and
tried experts as Jules Murray, Gus Pitou, Elmer Kenyon and the revered authority
on several phases of the theater, Owen Davis.

*  x x

The Committee on the Road can do more in one sweep than a supercolossal
convention attended by every stray in theaterdom. With such men as have been
chosen to serve on the committee there will be no waste of time in useless patter,
didactics and flagwaving. If we know these men right they will get down to business
and keep on plodding until they have actually accomplished something. It is a
foregone conclusion that the prescription they write out can be filled only. by
all factors of the theater working in close harmony. Whether or not this is possible
remains to be seen but a good start is made when the prescription is put down
on paper. This prescript;‘on’or formula is what a troubled theater needs before it
can proceed further to administer to its ills.

The Committee on the Road is infinitesimally more important to the theater
than the cackling being made about improving the situation for suburbanite thea-
tergoers or any of the other comic opera projects that they promised to launch
following the closing of the convention. The theater cannot make progress as-a
strictly Broadway institution. A heslthy, prosperous theater needs provincial ex-

pansion, consistent playing time and audiences primed to the shows it is possible
to produce economically and in accordance to the desires of the masses.

An interesting feature of the Committee on the Road setup is that Jim Bren-
nan has been put on the spot. Without deceit, in fact, as openly as eating pop corn
at a country falr,.the legitimate stage groups put the harness.of responsibility for
reviving the road on a man highly influential in the stagehands’ union. Managers
have often complained, among other things, that the stagehands have been stand-
ing {n the way of prosperity returning to the theater. It is up to Jim, who usually
meets a problem with eyes ahead and shoulders squared, to show that the stagé-
hands are not quite as bad as they have been depicted. ‘And he can go turther and
show that stagehands can and will do more to rehabilitate the theater thanimost
of the boys on the managerial side who are making all the noise and ‘doing noth-
ing, We shall watch Jim's work with interest.

L

WITH the French.Casino sltting .quite easy in the saddle as a well established
institution that can count on continued business thruout mosi of the year
and with the Internatioral Casino getting ready to open in a labyrinth of striking
painters, masons, carpenters, etc., the complexion of Broadway has undergone thru
this combination of circumstances a definite change, That is, a change from 'the
Broadway of several years ago when “flesh” was exiled from the large-capacity film
theaters and when night clubs were starting to make a barely visible dent on. the
surface of the world’s most famous street. The change is that of -live attractions
again holding the Main Stem spotlight. And in this there lles great hope for.the
branch of show ‘business that caters to audiences who prefer -personal contact
with artists.

So-called patriots and other loud talkers have been complaining about the
casinos, their squawks’ being based on the assumption that these spots contribute
little or nothing to the American talent market. This 15 only half true and it’is
our frank opinion that it lies with American talent builder-uppers as ‘to whether
the trend in the future will be away from or towards the explojtation of Amerlcan
attractions at the two big spots and others that will surely open up in strategic
spots all over the country when and if the success of the International- Casino
15 assurcd. ¥

The other day we had a talk with our old friend, Plerre Sandrini, co-producer
of the International Casino show, about his plans, policies and other details-in
connection with the International. Sandrini stated without being aware of talking
for publication (altho no confidences are being violated) that a certajn propor-
tion of his talent wifl have to be foreign in-order to be in keeping with the atmos-
phere of the spot. But, he insisted, there Is no reason, other than a possible paucity
of talent available here, for the International to go abroad for the backbone of its
shows. Sandrinl is coinmitted to the proposition (as we understand the French
Casino management has also been) that attractions booked into the spot be new
to Broadway. That, he emphasized, is the important requirement. From which
astute talent promoters and performers themselves can draw the conclusion that
there is a new field right here for talent that is novel, original and entirely new.
The prospect of employment in such spots controlled by the French Casino group
and its opposition, the International Casino, is much brighter from many angles
than theater work. The hours are better, the work steadier and general conditions
more tolerable.

It would be just as well for the "flesh” business in America if the concentra-
tion of employment in the beginning were in night spots run by responsible. gen-
erously filnanced organizations. The natural consequence would be not only the
resuscitation of the talent market but the revival of activity in theaters. The
theaters will feel the opposition sooner or later and the only thing they can do
about it is to use talent, too.r Thereds every reason to look forward with optimism
%o the influence on Amerlcan show business of these opposition spots. There 1s
plenty of room for them on Broadway, Judging from the joints we visited in the
line of duty these last several sweltering weeks,

The . g’zoar)wa\l \gec'zf

By BENN HALL

(George Spelvin has gone off on a mine-week vacation, insinuating the
staff can’t write this column without him. And, so, staff members will pinch-
hit until his return.)

WI'I'HOU'I’ naming names, one of those weekly news reviews 18 up against
it again, but hard. . . . The gals of the nation will have more chance
than ever to remain sweet and simple with Beatrice Failrfax back on the alr,
At a clambake to Introduce Marie Manning {who 1s B. F.) to the radio crowd,
she told of an attempt at her redemption. One evening, returning to the
National Arts Club at Gramercy Park, she thought she was being followed.
She walked faster. The shadow quickened its galt. She ran; the shadow
followed 'suit. Suddenly the pursuer overtook Beatrice Fairfax, thrust a hand-
bill at her and fled. It was an ad for a mission, advising, “Solace to the
weary and hope for fallen women. Also meals.”

Add Incongruous Items. That blowup of a newspaper clipping in front
of the Apollo, It's a reproduction of an ftem in that rather respectable
gazette, The Ttmes. The Times masthead is blown up.till it's visible across
the street. On the ample white space surrounding the notice is.a comely
wench, drawn only as burlesque sign painters draw the creatures. She seems,
somehow, i1l at ease in the company of The Times.

Maybe there’s no connection, but some of the paper containing releaseés
from one of the better networks has an awful stench. This is the literal truth,
for one whiff of the paper almost knocked out a burlesque critic. . . . “Free
Shows in the Parks” is the ad for the Federal Theater Project now on posters
in sub stations. . . Archie Bleyer practically set for a Bing Crosby film
and an air sponsor. . . . It took the legit boys only $600 to lick the Dunnigan
Bill last spring. Which ought to encourage those who afirm that things can
be done without a too heavy b. r.

®

Success story, but no moral. The case of that lass who used to check
fedoras at one of the better night spots. She’s touring Europe now, with all
expenses pald—and not tourist. It was market tips that financed the trip.
She does know people. And If only that slave bracelet could talk. . . .
Ralph Whitehead, of the AFA, received a long petition congratulating him on
organization of the Hirst Circuit. From the Lambs Club. . . . Unlon stage«
hands averaged $800 a year three years, so they're nci making the top 'money
you thought they were. /

e

PFred Allen i{s a machinist, Phil Baker a furniture mover, Jack Benny
sells shoes, W. C. Flelds peddles strings, Benny Goodman sells human halr,
while Jack Pearl makes artificial flowers. It's all in the telephone directory,
anyway. . . . Mario, of Mario and Floria, is a champ high diver. Claims it
helps his dancing. Shirley Temple novelties receiving heavy adver-
tising play in RoXy programs. . . According to a survey made by Para-
mount, women newsreel fans have very definite likes and dislikes. They
demand entertainment in thelr news. They like fashion news, sports, then
personalities and human-interest clips. But most of the gals frown on shots
‘of war,'strikes, crime and politics. . . . Mr. Spelvin, returning from a success-
ful season at Ossining, N. Y., resumes this column next week, provided his
ibehavior warrants-it.

‘ ehicatjd Cliat

HE large number of unit shows projected for the new season indicate that
4. Chicago again will 'be a production center for this particular brand of
egtertnlnnient. At the ‘present time a dozen or more units are in process-of
formation, most of them with substantial backing and a few shoestringers.
It would be fine if we could visualize all of these units as successful. Un-
doubtedly'those that are well managed and financed will be. But each season
has its quota of shows that are organized by promoters whose sole objective
seems to be to get together a troupe as cheaply as possible, make extravagant
clalms that have no foundation in fact, get what bookings they can from
unwary theater operators, and then when the inevitable blowup comes leave
the performers and. staff holding the bag. It happens every season. The
mystery 18 how the same promoter can do it over and over agaln and get by
with it. Rialtoltes can cite several such promoters, well but not favorably
known, who somehow inveigle performers, managers and agents to take a
chance with'them, altho they should know from past experience that if the
show doesn't click there will be no salaries forthcoming. The promoter
‘stands to lose lttle. His investment is sinall and quite frequently somebody
else’s money finances the venture, while Mr. Promoter has his dough safely
salted away. Not so with the performers. The loss of several weeks' salary
means a 1ot to them—in fact, it is often a real calamity. Perhaps this sea-
son, with an unusually heavy demand for acts and with the AFA functioning
much better than formerly, the rats in the promoting game may find it
more difficult to get away with their dirty work. Whicn would mightily please
the square shooterst

]
_Scarcity.of chorus girls was well {llustrated this week when Max Gallin, of
the Count Berni Vicl show, tried to find a couple to fill his line. . . . When

“last seen he was bewailing the fact that even tho he was offering 830 a week
there were no girls to be had, . . OGardner Wilson, who last spring left
the Sally Rand show t0 become a circus press agent—and a darned good
one——is all set to handle publicity for a string of Florida resort hotels dur-
ing the winter. .'. . Roger Pryor, band 1dader at the Edgewater Beach Hotel,
celebrated his 34th birthday a few days ago. . . . Russell Swann, suave magic
man who was a favorite in local swanky night spots last season, drops us &
note that he satled 'for London September 1 to open in a new Hotel Dor-
‘chester revue.
[ ]

Phil Fein, now with. the Chicago Clvic Opera Quartet on a Barnes-
Carruthers revue, will be stage director of the St. Paul Clvic Opera Company
this fall and of the Chicago Opera Company from October 30 to December
18, .*. . Today's Children definitely will not go off the air this fall as had
been rumored. . . It is set until next June 15. . . Sponsor may add
another air show. . . Ed Paul, WLS announcet, and Elleen Jensen (Sally
of Winnle, Lou and Sally), of the same studio, will be married soon—or
has it already happened? . . Geraldine Ross, 20-year-old dancer playing
ner fifth engagement in the Walnut Room of the Blsmarck, has developed
into one of the best eccentri¢ dancers in town. . . . The tricky taps and
versatile vocaltzing of 16-year-old Donna Dae still drawing acclaim from
College Inn audiences.
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| magic and magicicms

DOLORES DU SHANE, ventriloquist,
played her first date for Ernle Creech,
of the Gus Sun office, at the Wonder
Bar, Cincinnati, last week, and opened
Labor Day at the Murray Buffet, Rich-
mond, Ind. for the same office, Miss
Du Shane resumed work recently after
a month's illness with the flu. She
was @& Visitor at the magic desk
Thursday afternoon of last week.

MIDWEST MAGICAL SOCIETY, with
active members In Towa, Nebraska,
Kansas, Colorado and California, staged
its annual pichic and show at Wanahoo
Park, Wsahoo, Neb. August 16. The
soclety, now three years old, operates
without dues. Many of its members
drive from 25 to 160 miles to attend
the regular monthly meetings, which
are held in a different town each month.
Officers of the cluh are Roscoe L. Gay-
lord, Grand Island, Neb. president;
Jess L, Blodgett, Grand Island, first vice-
president; Dr. H. V. Nothomb, Aurora,
Neb., second vice-president; LeRoy Over-
street, Benedict, Neb., secretary-treasurer.
This 18 said to be the only magical
organization functioning in the States of
Nebraska, Kansas and Colorado.

EL-WYN, of magic and spook show
fame, Who quit the game last December,
ie now engaged In commercial lines in
Salt Lake City. K. L. Burk, his former
advance man, is now located In San
Frascisco,

KAROL THE MAGICIAN is now in
his fifth holdover week at the Sun
Dodgers Night Club, Chicago. He had
ag recent visitors Carl Sharpe, Tiv
Dornfield, Joan Brandon and Al Leach,

TED BANKS, formerly for many years
with the Harry Blackstone show, has
jolned Percy Abbott’s staff of magilc
makers in Colon, Mich,

McDONALD BIRCH Company will
launch its new season September 14,
with the show already booked up
until ' January. Advanceman Sperry
is currently in the Carolinas, lining
up the latter part -of January.
Sperry worked all summer on book-
ings, Birch reports, with the result
that the show has the best set of dates
it has ever had. Birch recently pur-
chased & new Stream Lite traller and a

new eight-cylinder Olds to pull it. Anew .

Chevrolet truck has been purchased
for his semi-trailer. A public-address
system mounted in the truck cab is
used dor bally purposes. Birch has
completed his new workshop at his
summer place in Ohlo. It is completely,
equipped. including even a small stage
for rehearsing, Birch advises. He prom-
ised to inclose a photo of his new ‘motor
equipment in his letter to us but appar-
ently forgot it.

WILLARD THE WIZARD, magician,
appeared 21l last week in Monrce, La.,
sponsored by the Missourl Pacific Rail-
road Booster Club. Show works under
canvas. Over 2,500 attended the two first
shows. Show has staff of 18 people.

MAX HOLDEN 1is supplying all the
materials used in the magic scene in the
first act of Virginia, new production at
g.zhekcenter Theater, Radio City, New

ork,

DE CLEO THE MAGICIAN, until re-
cently with the Livingston Players, 18
now working with a vaude unit out of
Detroit, featuring his tea-kettle trick.

BEN ALI, magician, is at the Petit
Casino in Paris,

FRANCIS A. NICKOLAS, now with the
Ozark Shows as inside lecturer, pencils
that he will again present his magic act
in the fall. He formerly worked under
the name of Marjah.

CHARLES RUBENS, magician and es-
cape artist, of Duluth, Minn., 18 working
in the side show on the Fairly-Martone
Shows, making the fairs in Minnesota
and Iowa. &

BOB NELSON, of the Nelson Enter-
prises, Columbus, O., 18 back In harness
after his annual two-week sales and
Vvacation trip thru the East. SBays he

met & lot of the magic and mental boys
during his stay in New York. Nelson re-
ports that he is experiencing his best
season In years.

PAUL DUKE 18 making a return show-
ing at the Hotel Adelphla roof garden,
Philadelphia,

RUSSELL SWANN, the “magic man,”
closed an extended engagement at the
Savoy Plaza, New York, August 31 and
sailed the following day on the Nor-
mandle for London, where he opens
September 16 as master of ceremonies in
the Dorchester Revue at the swanky
Dorchester Hotel.

EVANS BROWN, magical musician,
and partner, Mary Davies, , concluded
their nine - week summer contract at
Chula Vista Resort, Wisconsin Dells,
Wis,, last Saturday “(4) and opened
Labor Day at the Red Gables night club,
Indianapolis, for a three-week return
engagement. Brown’s tour with the lec~
ture buresus of the universities of Wis-
consin and Kansas opens in Milwaukee
September 27, glving him solid bocking
until May 2, 1838.

JAY PALMER AND DOREEN are in
their ninth week at Qorley's Lake Ho-
tel, Uniontown, P2, with thelr magic
tea kettle novelty.

LORING CAMPBELL lost nearly his
entire show In Indianapolis recently
when a thief broke into his car parked
on the street and carted off practically
all of Campbell’s equipment valued at
more than $1,000. Much of the .para-
phernalia can never be replaced, Camp-
bell says. As he still had several chau-
tauqusa dates to play, Campbell borrowed
some apparatus from the Hocus-Pocus
Club members and with what he could
get in a 10-cent store, tin shop and de-
partment store, managed to get by okeh.
He's still in Indianapolis trying to aid
the police in locating his property. In
the meantime he is lining up a new show
for the opening of his lyceum tour this
month. Campbell is the third meagi-
clan to fall victim to car thieves in In-
dianapolis in the last several years. Other
two were Jack Gwynne and Marquis.

TRUXTON HOLMES, erstwhile profes-
sional meagish and now In his second year
of retirement in Lakeview, Mich., recent-
ly enjoyed a visit from 2-10 Danlels,
roving mystic, and Alo, the magician,
and wife, en tour this season with the
Slout Players.: “The old road ldeas were
nearly all out of my system,” Truxton
pens, “but the visits revived them again.
Things magically sure did hum. In the
evening Danilels and I caught Alo’'s act
and I want to say it 18 'tops” ‘The next
evening Mrs. Holmes invited them all
down for a big feed.”

FRANK FRANINI will shortly begin
his annual trip south, going thru South
Carolina, from where he will.head north

CARLTON SHARPE, card manipulator,
who recently concluded an eight-week
stay at the South Bluff Country Club,
Peru, I, 18 back there for a return
engagement.

BLACKSTONE AND COMPANY will
play the Taft Theater, Cincinnatl, the
week of September 24.

PAUL ROSINI closed a long engage-
ment at the Hi Hat Cluh, Chicago, last
week and opens a week's stay at the
State-Lake Theater, that city, September
10. Expects to fill several theater dates
before going back to club work.

JACK GWYNNE AND COMPANY open
Tuesday (7) at the Beverly Hills Coun-
try Club, Southgate, Ky., as a feature
of the new floor show. They are in for
two weeks there,

TOMMY MARTIN 1is conflned at
Deaconess Hospital, Cincinnati, recover-
ing from an emergency appendectomy
which. he underwent Sunday of last
week after being stricken while visit-
ing his wife, Rosemary Dering, dancer,
who was appearing at Arrowhead Inn,
near Cincinnati., Tommy’s condition is
good and he Is expected to leave the
hospital late this week. He was sup-
posed to have opened last week at the

(r~

GLEANED BY MEMBERS OF THE BILLBOARD STAFF

For FILMS

GAE FOSTER—dance director at
the Roxy Theater, New York. Over
a period of years Miss Foster has de-
veloped an amazing serles of novel
and tremendously effective routines,
and her dancing group hag becomas
probably the most versatile stepping
chorug in the world. Within the
Iimits of the stage she has created
numbers that, in exploitation of the
girls’ talent and In novel and tre-
mendous effect, leave all plcture rou-
tines far behind. Musical films could
benefit hugely from her talents.

BOB PACE—featured vocalist with
Jack Denny's Orchestra. When
caught at the Chicago Theater, Chi-
cago, recently he tied the show Into
knots with a fine volce and disarming
personality that should go well with
fillm fans. Makes a great appearance,
and proper buildup would undoubt-
edly make him a heavy favorite with
the femme trade. Definltely rates a
test.

The purpose of this department is to benefit producers, bookers, agents and others
concerned with the exploitation of talent in the major indoor fields thru The Billboard's
coverage of every branch of the show business

SHOWMEN INTERESTED [N SPECIFIC *'POSSIBILITIES” MAY ADDRESS THEM IN
CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY.

For LEGIT
MUSICAL

KETTY MARA AND PARTNER—
girl dancer who, with her monkey
partner, show-stops at the FPrench Ca-
sino, New York. An acro dancer who
puts her simian sidekick thru a fas-
cinating routine of handstands, bal-
ancing and acrobatic movements, A
truly novel offering that should
click heavlily if spotted in & revue,

LORRAINE AND ROGNAN. team
of dance satirists presented by Paul
Ash in his Pomorrow’s Stars revue, |
recently at tie Roxy, New York. Per-
form all the accepted takeoffs in bet-
ter than average style, and enchance
their offering with outstanding solo
bits, Girl is an excellent comedienne
with an amazing ability for eccentric
posturing. Boy Is a capable foil,
handling everything that comes his
way with subtlety and polish. Rate a
revue try.

/]

minsf'zelsv

By BOB EMMET
(Cincinnati Office)

OTE BALDWIN, old-time performer,
who spent a number of years with vari-
ous minstrels, is reported to be seriously
111 at his home in Henderson, Ky, A card
from old friends will do much to cheer
him up.

PROF. WALTER BROWN LEONARD
writes: "Attorney Gilbert F. Davis, of
Windsor, Vt., pald me a visit last week.
Davis 158 in close touch with all things
pertaining to minstrelsy and clrcuses.
His family was 2 close friend of the late
Hank White and George M. Clark and
resided in Felchville, Vi, at the time
these famous minstrel men, of the Clark
& Whittemore Minstrels, were llving
there with their wives, who were sisters.
In Davis’ employ is Margaret Clark,
granddaughter of the late George M.
Clark. It was my pleasure to have had
Margaret play end for me in my The
Elite Lady Minstrels, when she showed
much abjlity as a blackface performer.
Davis has a fine collection of rare pro-
grams and spends much time with his
hobby.”

“CAUGHT THE STEEL PIER Min-
strels last night,” postals ‘Hi-Brown’

Paramount Theater, New York, but the
appendix attack prevented.

PAUL DUKE, of cigaret fame, has
been held over for the second week at
Jack Lynch’s Club Margery in the
Adelphia Hotel, Philadelphia. Inclden-
tally, Little Duke Jr., his talented son,
is also showing his maglcal wares to
the customers at the same spot.

Sk e 155

OZZIE WELLS, youthful magiclan, is
ghowing at Benny the Bum's, well-
known Philly club, and doing qulte well
for himself and the lookers-on.

RITA DEL GARDIA and Company, fem
magician, have opened at the Silver Lake
Inn on the Wh’tehorsa Pike road to At-
lantic City.

LU-BRENT is holding forth on a
holdover at Evergreen Casino on Roose-
velt boulevard outside of Philadelphia.

DON GREENWOOD is working around
Philadelphia performing organization
club dates. A newcomer saround these
parts, he works magic and mental ef-
fects.

|Bobby Burns from Pleasantville, N. J.,
under date of August 28, “and it did my
heart good to see a real fast-moving
minstrel again. Jimmy Jones has a real
orchestra, Ben Yost’s singers were great
and the comics were really funny. The
Sihclalr Twins, LePaul, Carter and
Holmes and the Matthews all were sock
speclalties. Well, it was so good that I
sat thru a punk picture to see it over.”
Bobby Is this season handling the press
with the Walter L. Main Circus.

BILLY BEARD, the “Party from the South,”
logist and dian; born Cofumbia,
S. C., September 1, 1897; first minstrel en-
gagement with Ricaby’s William West Min-
strels, 1902; subscquent engagements with
Nankeviile’s Haverly Minstrels, Primyose Min-
strels, Ted Faust’s Minstrels, Al C. Field's
Minstrels and others; also in vaudeville many
seasons; present activities, radio; address care
The Billboard, Cincinnati.

“DO YOU  REMEMEBER,” asks the
veteran Buck Leahy, 'when Paul Cham-
plon was agent with the George Hamimond
Minstrels? When Henry Messier, Henry
Keys, Harry (Doc) Richards, the Morales
Brothers, Harry Danlels, Harry Prince,
Al Pinard Jr. and Ray Dion were with
the Guy Bros.” Minstrels? When Al Tint
first told the three-legged stool joke?
When Jimmy Kennedy and Pat Boyle
did a dancing act with the Barlow-
Wilson Minstrels? When Whitney Ward
wanted to be a minstrel manager?
When Arthur Crawford played Bay
Shore, Long Island, and was worried
about his straw hat?”

Denisons

needs for lodges,
dramatic clubes,
schools, etc., and
foreveryoccasion.
Catalog Free.
T. S. DENISON & CO.
203 N. Wabash Ave., Dept, 16, Chicago, T, |
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Macon Is Big

For Tolbert Show

MACON, Ga., Sept. 4-—Milt Tolbert
Show. featuring Lasses White and
Honey Wllds, played to huge business
here Wednesday. Tent was in Central
City Park, a stone's throw .from huge
baseball stadium where Macon team was
battling Columbus for league pennant.

Despite the fact the baseball game
attracted record-Lreaking crowd of more
than 6,000, the Tolbert show sold stand-
ing room and turned ‘em away.

Bhow had an unusually good break
with city license, obtatning permit for
only 826, City reader is $100 per day for
tent vaudeville shows, subject to increase
or decrease by mayor or license com-
mittee. Low reader here attributed to
great personal following of Lasses White
in this section,

Billroy~Briefs

PIQUA, O. Sept. 4.—Members of the
troupe were -scattered out Sunday.
Manager Billy Wehle was called to Louls-
ville owing to the illness of his father.
Mrs. Wehle, Winona, Billy Jr. and sev-
eral others attended a family reunion in
Detrott. The Crider and Nelson families
went to Indlan Lake and the writer to
bed.

Last Saturday in Kenton, O., we played
on the same lot with the Madge Kinsey
Players, one of the finest equipped week-
stand rep shows on the road and a fine
bunch of people. It was regrettable that
we had to play opposition, but there was
a mixup ih the lot contracts. Anyway
everything went along hicely except Cal
West walked on the wrong stage to do
his single. On the same night Morris
Nelson made his first appearance on a
Coast-to-Coast hic-cup.

Charles Catanzaro, our clarinet virtu=
080, ‘suffered a painful injury while ex-
perimenting with gasoline, but so far
hasn’t missed a performence. He 18 still
able to play hot licks to Mayo Holland's
“waltz-over-kick."”

Mr. and Mrs, Wehle and the writer
journeyed over to Thistledown track to
see Gadsby,. who, by the way, is owned
by Sherry Balleras, make his initial ef-
fort on that track. A fine horse, Sherry.
Tots better than some of the other ones
Wehle bet on, especlally the one that
finished s0 far behind that a reward was
posted for his return.

Visitors included Alec MacDougal; his
brother, Jimmy, and wife and that sweet
1ittle master of the terpsichorean art, the
one and only Kitty Watkins. After the
ghow a]l were guests of the management
at a party thrown at "Isley’s.”

WAYNE BARTLETT.

MANSFIELD, O., Sept. 4—I've often
wanted to write these briefs but this
is the first opportunity I have had.
Bartlett is always writing about every-
body else but never says anything about
himself. So why was he left in Canton.
0., the other Sunday and why does that
third valve on that trumpet always stick
down?

A new girl who answers to the name
of Dinky Stewart was supposed to join
us' several days ago and everyone Is
wondering what happened to her. May-
be Mr. Bartlett could tell.

A new act, the Bundy Brothers, just
joined our show. The little short trom-
bone player ts very good; can't say &0
much for the trumpet player. But after
a few more seasons on here he will prob-
ably get with It. f

Carl Denton was a visltor on the show
this week; also Johnnie Wages, the “one-
man band.”

Arline Beyer is carrying a torch about

. 8ix feet Iong. I wonder for whom!
EDITH (8TRIP) FARLEY.

Snap Boyes Folk for ‘‘Life”

LINCOLN, Neb., Sept. 6.—Story of In
Old Kentucky will be illustrated in pic-
tures taken of the Chick Boyes Players
here In a soon-to-come issue of Life.
Lensers spent all day on the lot with the
troupe and took shots clear into early
morning. Ulustrating the old meller.
Mag crew had tried on a previous bill,
but the editors decided 1t would be bet-
ter with the old hoke.

JANE ELLEN BALL, formerly con-
nected with the New York professional
stage and last year associated part time
with the Pittsburgh Playhouse, will open
&n acting school in Pittsburgh the mid-
dle of this month.

Attention! Managers-Players

All tent-show managers and per-
formers are invited to contributg news
items to this page. Show managers

ho are anxious to keep thelr routes
a secret and thus refrain from send-
ing in news might be reminded that it
is possible to contribute news items
on theilr shows regularly without di=
vulging their exact whereabouts. In
sending in news items all that we ask
is that you confine yourself to facts
and that you keep your communica-
tions brief and to the point. It isn't
necessary to write a long letter; a
postcard will do. May we have your
co-goperation?

Williams Show
Heading for Florida

LEBANCN, Tenn. Sept. 4.—Original
Willilams Show, after concluding a suc-
cessful tour thru Ohio and Pennsylvania,
is now heading southward towards its
winter quarters in Jacksonville, Fla.

The ptrip thru Indiana was a disap-
pointment, with business way below nor-
mal. However, box-office returns perked
back up where they belonged as soon as
the show hit the Kentucky line. Carroll-
tom, <Xy., was big, while Shelbyville,
Lebanou and Elizabethtown, all in Ken-
tucky, brought turnaway crowds. It
was necessary to do two shows in the
two last named towns.

Show 15 managed by Elmer Lazone,
with Vic Spouse as general agent. A
bllling crew of three le8 under George
Lockhart. Performance is along hill-

billy lines, featuring several well-known-

radio acts, including Lee (Zeke) Allen,
formerly with - Otto QGray's Oklahoma
Cowboys: Gritf and Hi, comedy team
from WSB, Atlants. and the Hoosler
Merrymakers, of WAVA, Wheeilng, W.
Va. Another feature are the 12 Dancing
Dairy Maids. Sex appeal is furnished
by . Corrine and her apple dance.

Top 'is a 70 with three 30s, with 800
reserves and 400 blues. Equipment is
transported on six trucks.

Abbott May Try Stock Again

PORTLAND, Me., S8ept. 4 —Forrest Ab-
bott, formerly of the Abbott Players, is
now Jocated in Portland. It is reported
that he may try dramatic stock here
this winter.

Finn Quits Tent Sept. 20;
Business Best Since 1928

CINCINNATI, Sept. 4.—Thomes L.
Finn’s Congress of Noveliies, which
opened under canvas June 2 for a tour
of three-day and week stands, winds up
its season September 20, when Finn be-
gins his fall and winter run in high
schools. Company of eight has been
working under a 35 by 80 top, and busi-
ness, ¥inn says, has been the best since
1928.

In the roster are Thomas L. Finn,
manager; Vaughn Dell, stage manager;
Joe Smith, musical comedian; Mrs.
Jimenez, Mexican musical act; Charles
H. Aldridge, dancing comedian; Coyne,
maglc and vent, and Hayden and Myers,
sketch team. .

Tolbert Tattles

COVINGTON, Ga., Sept. 4.—Last
Saturday night Mr., and Mrs. Dunbar,
parents of Dixle Dunbar, screen actress,
surprised Lasses and Norma White with
a visit, ‘the occaslon being Lasses' 48th
birthday. Other visitors to Mr. and Mrs.
White have been Kitty and Ralph McCoy,
of Charlotte, N. C.,, and Mr. and Mrs.
John Brown, of Winston-Salem, N. C.

A quiet week-end In Griffin, Ga.
Everyone stayed at home and read the
papers. That 1s Red Jenks' home town
and his friends and relatives were well
sprinkled thru the audience Monday
night. Among those present were
Juanita, Betty and Virginla Jones and
Mr. and Mrs., Robert English.

We certainly missed Laney Foster Iin

the llneup. The center looks empty
without her.
Since Dorothy Cannon 1is back a

brunet, Pat Stanley (now a blonde) Is
holding down the left end In line op-
posite blond Bea Jenks. What a spe-
cialty Srhokey Jewel has. The best single
in the main show and what a hand.
Manager Buddy Hale is well pleased with
his new additions.

Dixie and: Paul Herbert have a new
Ohevrolet two-door sedan.

SALLY THE SLEUTH.

MeOwen Troupe in Nebraska:

LINCOLN, Neb., Sept. 6—The McOwen
Players are in Nebraska now after having
played several Kansas spots. Were
caught by The Billboard representative
in Junction City, Kan., from where they
jumped to Beatrice, Neb. Have some fair
and plenic dates.

On Your Toes!

. By BILL SACHS

THE tent repertoire end of show business, which, with the depression and the
advent of talkies, dropped lower than a turtle’s chest and which for a time
actually was believed to be on the verge of extinction, has experienced a notice-
able revival the last two seasons. The current season, already passed the climax
stage, promises to make a better showing than the last two seasons, despite the

inclentent weather which nearly all the shows experi-

BILL SACHS

enced this summer.

Contrary to general belief, the tent show industry did
not suffer so much from the depression or the coming of
the talking screen as it did from the outmodedness
and lack of showmanship on the part of those wWho piloted
the various attractions. Like Topsy the tent show indus-
try of the past °‘just growed,”’ with too little attention
being given to the matter of showmanship and with little °
or no effort being made to keep abreast of the times.

In too many cases the tent show manager of a few
years back used higs attraction solely to further his own
histrionic ambitions or.those of his wife. In 9 cases out
of 10 the show manager was cast in the featured comedy
parts (when his own actors knew that he was as funny as

an open grave), while his wife, who should have been doing
characters at the best, had to have the sweet young thing parts or no go, On such
shows, and there were many of them, quality of performance, modern methods
and sound business sense were overlooked entirely. Consequently such shows
fell an easy prey to the depression and talkies which were to come. Unfor-
tunately many such shows still parade under the guise of tent repertoire shows,
but they merely struggle along to die sooner or later of self strangulation. The
quicker such turks fade from the picture the better 4t will be for the entire

industry,

Tiring of a steady diet of talkie fare and long denied the privilege of ‘1ook-
ing at flesh attractions there are thousands of sizable towns thruout the country
that would welcome tent show entertainment, providing it’s the right sort.
There’s money to be made in just such towns with the proper type of show, the
right kind of business methods and a liberal injection of common sense’ and
showmanship. That has been proved by several alert tent showmen in recent
years. It cannot be achieved, however, with 2 1917 show presented in 1917 fashion.
Neither can it he obtained by managers who resort to childish operations, who
spite themselves in order to make it tough for an opposition gshow in the same

territory.

The tent show fleld has never been dead; certain managers have merely
permitted the rush of modernism and the lack of common sense to throw them.

Rep Ripples

L. E. GORTATOWSKY writes from Al-
bany, Ga., that there is no infantlle
paralysis in that section and, €
quently, no ban on tent shows.
are fine and money is plentiful,” Gor-
tatowsky says.

CHARLES W. BODINE has returned to
his home in Pittsfield, 111, after a six-
week visit with his brother in Lampson,
Wis, "“Had a wonderful time," Bodine
pencils. “Caught the Ringling show on
the way back. I might do some troup-
ing this fall on a house show. A good
minstrel ought to go well.”

MRS. EDNA V. O'BRIEN, who has
been in i1l health for some time, under-
went a major operation August 27 at
St. Thomas Hospital, Nashville, Tenn.
Gperation proved successful and she 18
now faring as good as can be expected.
Priends are urged to drop her a~lind,
Room 416, above hospltal, will get her,

ROY E. AND HAZEL FOX and their
younger daughter, Hazel, well-known rep
folk. have been holding forth all season
at the Pan-American Exposition in Dal-
jas. The veteran Roy was caught re-
cently executing a set of back nip-ups
in celebration of the birth of his second
granddaughter to Mickie Fox (Mrs. Bob
Keheley) In Tallahassee, Fla. Bob
Keheley, who labels himself Roy's worst
son-in-law, is currently advancing Jimmy
Flournoy's Orchestra out of Tallahassee.

FRANEK THOMAS, veteran New Eng-
iand repertoire actor, has been playing
leads during the summer with the Fed-
eral Theater Stock Company at Salem,
Mass.

LILLYAN CARROLL, former stock and
wep actress in New England, has been di-
recting amateur groups in New Hamp-
ghire this summer.

THE BARNSTORMERS, clrcle group
with headquarters at Tamworth, N. H.,
have extended their season to the mid-
dle of September.

MRS. CHARLES B. CLEAR, planist and
vibraphone artist, postals from Kaibab
TPorest, Ariz., that she has had a per-
fectly ducky time touring Southern Cali-
fornia the last three months.

MILTON SAVITT, formerly of the Gal=
vin Players, is in charge of playground
dramatic work in Fitchburg, Mass.

Kansas City Jottings

KANSAS CITY, Mo.; Sept. 4~-Josy and
Mae La Palmer recently joined the Fred
Brunk show in New Mexico.

Lodema Corey, after finishing hen
work in advance of the ClIf Carl and
Ward Hatcher shows, s visiting friends
and relatives In the village,

The Musical Ishams, former rep mu-
siclans and for the last five years local
night club entertalners, have gone to
Denver.

Billy Cornish and Marie Belmar, for
the last flve 'years with the Jack Kelly
show, have recently joined the Frank
Smith Players. y

Arnold and Thelma Kloxin, after clos-
ing the season with the Gagnon-Pollock
Show In Wisconsin, are visiting friends
and -relatives in Missouri.

cliff and Bunny Olson have closed
with Porter's Comedians on the West
Coast.

Rice-Percy Players are slated to close
the season next week.

Ossle Johnson and Lola LaRue closed
with the Jack Ripley Players this week.

Austin and Gladys Rush are vacation-
ing in Detroit after the closing of Jack
Kelly's show in Michigan.

_ Danny Hendricks was a visitor here
after closing his circle in Montana re-
cently,

Earl and Joey Gregg, with the Jaek
Kelly show all season, have jolned the
Frieda McOwen Stock Company.

Mr. and Mrs. Dick Caldwell have re-
joined the Boyes No. 2 show after being
with the Boyes stock In Lincoln, Neb.,
nearly all summer.

Mac and Maree McDonald are ‘Arkan~
sas bound for a vacation following the
close of the Ben Wilkes show in Illinols.

Famous Players are scheduled to clase
the season at Humboldt, Ia., next week.

Phil Duncan i making arrangements
(See KANSAS CITY on opposite page)
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?[ab Tattles

By BILL SACHS

ARRY HARWVEY, formerly with Lewls

Mack, Joe Barnett and other tabs,
48 now doing okeh for himself in plc-
tures. He has just finished playing the
heavy in Here's Flash Casey for Grand
National and has just signed a man-
agerial contract with the Middleton &
sackin Agency, Hollywood. . . Bobby
Jones, formerly of tabdom, 15 now in his
elghth week at the Talk of the Town,
Peoria, I1l., as emsee, with about 12 more
weeks to go at the same spot. . . , Lew
Green, now. with the Hoosler Cdmedy
Company in Indlana, pipes In to say
that he’s been getting in some fine fish-
ing up that way recently. . . . Vic
spouse, agent ahead of the Original Wil-
Jams Shows, scribes from Lebanon,
Tenn.: “How about & line from Charles
A. (Rld) Koster? It's about time.”” . . .
Art Gleason was in Chicago last week
puying telent for his first show of the
new season, now in rehearsal at the
Performers’ Club, that city. . . Hos=
kins L. (Dud) Deterly, last season with
Ches Davis® Cavalcade of Stars, left his
home in Natchez, Miss., last week to join
Emmett Miller’s tab in Chearlotte, N. C.
The new Miller unit was slated to leave
Charlotte Labor Day for an extended
tour of the Southland.

KANSAS CITY——

(Continued from opposite page)
for the opening of a circle to play Texas
territory.

Colley and Rosalea, with Choate’s
Comedians all season, are making plans
for the opening of their own show in
Alabama.

Original McOwen Stock Company
started on its string of Nebraska fair
dates recently.

Tip Tyler's Comedlans, after many
weeks in Missouri, have invaded Kansas.

Mrs. J. Graham Thatcher is now in
Minneapolis making arrangements to
reopen the Thatcher Players September
23 2t Glencoe, Minn.

Boyes No. 2 company, having finlshed
its Kansas falrs,
its Nebraska dates.

Helvey-Morgan show, after playing all
summer in Illinois, lald off two days
recently in order to make a long jump
to Texas for its regular fall and winter
season.

Laura Stone, of the Hal Stone Players,
is in Mercy Hospital, Council Bluffs, Ia.,
where she underwent a major opera-
tion. Friends may write her as above.

Jack Kelly’s No. 2 show is slated to
close the season tonight at Dexter, Mich.
No. 1 show closed last week.

Roberson Players are opening an in-
definite engagement Labor Day at Gales-
burg, T

REVIEWS

(Continued from page 22)

nard, Love Potion (Weston), & night club
session (Greenmean), stage-to-box cross-
fire (Greenman), The Cobbler (Weston)
and The Drum Major (Greenman). Ber-
nard also does a dramatic bit, which,
altho fair, could be eliminated for speed’s
sake, ~

Jack Heath handles the comics in ace
fashion. Also sings fair in the show’s
tasty Chinese number. Jack Sevler, juve,
alse impressed with his work in the vari-
ous comedy scenes. Ann Stryker was
outstanding on the warbling end, her
sweet and pleasing volce registering nice-
ly on Scilboat in the Moonlight and
Sweet Mystery of Life without the ald of
& mike. Also did well with her lnes.
Freda West works well on the talking
end and scored easilly with her violin
and accordion speclalties. Cynthia Michel
sings only fair but reveals good form and
2 lovely body in her dance efforts. Jade
Rhodora, tall and stately featured dam-
sel, did nicely in the Chinese number
and scored in splendid fashion with &
classy exotic dance offering. Handles
the subdued peel in classy style and stole
off to sound palm-whacking.

Al and Ann Stryker fill their spot with
2 neat contortion turn, with Al handling
the bends and twists and Ann 'looking
after the announcements. Scored handily.
Jack White and Betty Burke, youthful
team, did nicely in & pair of novelty
dance sessions. Chorus, schooled by Lil-
lan Hunt, is okeh on looks and does well
With its standard routines. Dave Plat's
Pit lads play the show in tip-top shape.
Al Curtis is company manager.

Bill Sachs,

has started playing

THEATER REVIEWS

(Continued from page 24)
plays unusually well. But the play moves
slowly and fails to achleve its point with
clarity. It isn't likely to be & premiere
that the Casino will look back on in years
to come as the birth of a hit.
Charles A. RossKam.

“Cassandra Kelly”
THEATER-BY-THE-SEA
(Matunuck, R. 1)

Three-act play by Ralph and Eugene
Berton, produced by Theater-by-the-Sea
in assoclation with Sidney Harmon, Au-
gust 3} for one week. Staged by Halsted
Welles, setting by Eugene Plke. Cast:
Jessle Royce Landls, Millard Mitchell,
Ernest Woodward, Calvin Thomas, Ann
Merril, Robert de San Marzano, Neil
Flynn, A. William Packer, Gregory Paulo,
Harold Michelman, Robert Hutchinson.

Not with a desire to “knock the ‘1’ out
of Kelly (Cassandra)” but as our duty
as a reviewer we must say that in giving
this play its first performance as the
last production of its summer season the
Theater-by-the~Sea has, unless we miss
our guess, given it its last. Not that the
Brothers Berton don’t write dialog falrly
well, nor that the players who carried off
the roles in the premiere didn’t do’ their
part valorously. Cassendra Kelly falls
short chiefly in that its plot Is old and
worn and its *brilliant” lines are not
sufficiently- "brilllant” to overcome the
plot’s shortcomings.

The story concerns an opera singer who
is about to retire, with matrimony, with
a wealthy business man her object. Sald
Babbitt suspects his son is also interested
in the singer; really quite an unnecessary
suspicion, for son's interest is in a pretty
young Russian. But while suspecting
sonny boy Mr. Babbitt fails to give suf-

ficient attention to his desired one's ex-
husband, who pops into the plcture and
persuades the operatic lady to spurn the
Babbitt’s gold and return with him to
the land of the theater, its make-belleve
and heartaches. Curtain.

Good performances by Miss Landis, Mr,
Mitchell and some of the others help,
but the paylng customers “no like.”

Charles A. RossKam.

“New Faces of 1937

CAPE PLAYHOUSE
(Dennis, Mass.)

Revue in two acts. A Leonard Sillman
production. Book by Everett Marcy and
Leonard Sillman, music by Baldwin Ber-
gerson, Irving Graham and James Shel-
ton; lyrics by June-Sillmen, Irving Gra-
ham and James Shelton; additional num-
bers by Morgan Lewis, Paul McGrain,
Lew Kesler, Louis C. Bellin, Robert Bil-
der, Neville Fleeson; lyrics by Ted Fetter,
Al Stillman and George Walbridge; ad-
ditional sketches by Mort Lewis, Law-
rence Riley, Irving Graham, H. John
Friedman, Luther Davis, John De Vries,
Rags Ragland, Richard Lewine. Idea
suggested by Ham Fisher. Settings de-
signed by Mercedes, realized by Eugene
C. Fitsch; dances concelved by Lew Kes«
ler, entire production staged by Leonard
Sillman. Presented by Raymon Moorg
for ,one week, beginning August 30.

Cast: Erika Mann, Rags Ragland,
Lotte Goslar, Leone Sousa, Michael Lor-
ing, Mildred Todd, James Shelton, Jos-
eph ‘Beale, Edna Russell, Jack and June
RBlair, Elisabeth Wilde, June Sillman,
Mara Alexander, Lou Babian, Bowen
Tufts, Peter Renwick, 'Van Johnson,
Grace Gillern, Claire Ellis, Paul Roberts,
Vera Deane, Henry Arthur, Henrietta
Boyd, Johnnie Tunsill, Reml Martel and
the Johnsons: Willie, Howard and Robert.

Endurance giwws

Braden Derbyshow
Passes 648th Hour

JOPLIN, Mo., Sept. 4-—L. E. Braden
Derbyshow, which got under way here
August 5 with 19 teams and two solos,
pessed 1ts 848th hour September 1 and is
still doing well. Show is being held
under a 120x240 top with 3,500 seats and
is sponsored by the American Legion.
It is under the general managership of
Ed Hamilton. Dud Nelson is top man,
dssisted by Joe Palooka and Tex Falk.

The "heat” is handled by chief floor
judge Johnnie Agrella, with Jimmy Far-
rell on the opposite shift. Nurses are
Darlin Farrell and Deana Blae; trainers,
Joe McMillan and Billy Curts; cashlers,
Billle Curts and Rea Nelson. Concession
1s under the supervision of Cecil Potter
and Mom Braden. Rex Rice is in charge
of the ushers. Chief dietitian is Joe
Shelton, assisted by Ralph Halen and
Tony Doria. Bill Jenkins is top canvas
man; “Pappy” Burdett is in charge of
construction, and Skippy Willlams,
janitor. Music is furnished by Tommy
Reeves and his Derby Showmen,

Broadcasts are made over WMBH three
times dally, After 648 hours seven
teams and one solo remain. They eare
Stan West and Betty Lee Doria, Cecll
Johnson and Jane §Sweeney, Popeye
Thomason and Rose Miller, walt Gross
and Oleta Bostick,  Johnnie Hughes and
Margie Knowells, Glen West and Mary
Lewis, Eric Lawson and Kitty Ellls, and
C. L. Ward, solo. 8ix of the teams are
sponsored. The American Legion is co-
operating with the show 100 per cent.

Langley Walkie
In Eighth Week

OCEAN PARK, Calif.,, Sept. 4—C. L.
Langley's walk-a-show Is now in its
elghth week at the Egyptian Ballroom
on Ocean Park Pler. Lou Stutz, man-
ager, .reports good biz, with turn-
aways the 1ule on week-ends. Floor
money is plentiful and with the 81,750
in prize money the seven teams remaln-
ing are expected to come out of the
contest with a nice bank roll. Event 18
aired over KMTR twice dally by Bill
Owens .end Lenny Paige. Rajash Berg-
man is handling the comedy, while a
local bov, Sid Steln, takes it in between
times and after midnight. The finalists
are being sprinted every night .and at
thls time are doing 30 minutes, with

Forrest (Sour-Puss) Balley doing his
stuff and getting the boos. Bill Mc-
Quade handles the whistle during the
cff-shift. Nursing staff includes Betty
Kelley, head, and Kathryn Balfour and
Bobble Newell dividing thé time left. Pat
Calabres and Harry Bailey hsave the
training honors.

Bobby Lutz and his Melody Men fur-
nish the music during show hours, and
George Newell, the “hlind king of the
ivories,” tickles the keyboard at other
times. Tiny Schilllnger ‘is making the
dope sheets and reports good results.
Contestants still in the contest are Al
Wilson and Lilllan Dabner, Dick DeLong
and Patsy Ryan, Ernest Burleigh and
Ruth Johnson, Lou Jarvis and Margle
King, Jack Comisky and Lee Scholly,
Clarence Schaffer and Gertle Hiller and
Johnny Russo and Mildred Moora.

Pughe Derby Still Going

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Sept. 4.—George
W. Pughe's Derby Show, victim of a fire
last Sunday afternoon, continues in op-
eration. Flames failed to halt the con-
testants, who have been walking all week
while the seats and stage are belng re-
paired. Most of the equipment was
saved. The show's big top, however, was
destroyed. It was owned by Baker-Lock-
wood here and was partly covered by
insurance. How long the show will con-
tinue to run depends upon how the night
attendance Lolds up the coming week.

The show 1s about to end and is run-
ning 85-minute sprints with no stops
and one fall disqualifying. At the writ-
ing show has passed Iis 800th houyr,
with six couples remaining. Bob Benson
dropped out with a sprained ankle,
which he recelved in pulling beds from
the fire.

INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN received the
past week on Dick Strickland, Red Long,
Teddy Moore, B. G. Evans, Coleman Nay,
Sld Curtis, Harry H. Cowl, Joe Purtell,
Charles F. Noltimier, Denny Beckner,
Freddie Hall, Mac McGreevy, Red Oleski,
Ernie Mesle, Kitty Kavanaugh, Eddle
Bausman, Bob Chance, Alto Locke,
Squirrelly Bradley, Beatrice Green, Joe
and Babe Nalty, Emmett McClellang and
Lettie Bunch. Drop a note to the column
and let your friends know where you
are and what you're doing.

MARY LEETON pencils that Madeline
Lilletti s critically 111 in Kingston, N. Y.,
and urges that Bed Long communicate
with her thru General Delivery, EKings-
ton. Miss Leston’s address is 96 Bruyn
avenue, Kingston.

Leonard Sillman 1s currently trylng
out his New Faces at this summer thea-
ter, the first of its type of production
the summer circuit has seen this season.
It's still in 1ts formative stage and needs
fot of slicing before it hits even Boston
before its Broadway debut. Third night
performance had several sketches out
since opening, yet it runs two hours and
45 minutes. It needs speedier gait over-
all and some slowing up to make several
sketches more effective. All sketches are
on a sophisticated formula; they are
funny, meaty and good take-offs on what
they symbolize. Tunes are catchy, par-
ticularly Rinke Tinke, You're the HIiL
of the Season and  Train Time.

Jack and June Blalr, tap duo, will en=
dear themselves to audiences. Rags Rag-
land is click as & comedian. Willle John-
son is a sSweet sepla fem tapster with
good vocal apparatus, and her brothers
Stretch and Bobby are adequate tapsters.
Johnnie Tunsill 1s & sepla gal who can
strike out some neat warbling. Edna
Russell will be aces as a good-looking
comedienne and songstress and will do
much to steal a good portion of the
applause. .Lotte Goslar s & riot with
her eccentric dances. Michael Loring
is the handsome juve with capable bari-
tone apparatus. Elisabeth Wilde is 'a
YWCA type of girl with good lines that
she delivers to advanatge. Joseph Begtle
is a sincere and effective bit player.
Erika Mann has much to do in Introduc-
tlons, and her Continental accent is ef-
fervescent and plenty sustaining. She's
got personality of the first water. June
Sillman is okeh on the dramatic singing.
Shelton takes his chores of singing and
acting quite convincingly. Leone Sousa
is a good straight and can read lines.

After editing, Siliman will have an ace
show. 8id Paine.

S %

.
“Let’s Langh Again”
NIPMUC PARK THEATER
(Mendon, Mass.)

Three-act comedy by Warren Reild:
Opened August 22 for one week. Pro-
duced by Nipmuc Park Players, direoted
and staged by Louise Galloway. Sets.by
Edmund G. Dinsmore. Cast: Sara Wal-
lace, Edwin Gordon, Lousie Galloway, Ed-
mund G. Dinsmore, Bette Cole, Frederic
Cornell, William Bryan, Peter Cookson.

Warren Reld, business manager of the
summer troupe which Louise Galloway
is shephevding in her second summer at
Nipmuc Park, revealed his first attempt
at playwrighting to audiences at the
summer playhouse last week. “For a first
offense it isn’t bad, but Mr. Beld as an
author still has a long way to go.

The play is one of those 'smart” so-
clety things with dialog not as “smart™
as its background and characters. Cora
MacCormack, wealthy widow, invites ‘a
week-end -house party in which her
guests Include @ couple divorced that
day, another couple looking for an ex-
cuse to get divorced, a callow youth anx-
lous to marry the newly Reno-vated
woman and an untiring suitor who for
years has waited for the widow to take
him as a protector. There’s also & butler,
which could be written into & good role
for, say, Arthur Treacher.

The widow's hope 1s to bring back to=-
gether the divorced peir, & plan which
the divorce-seeking femme is anxlous to
thwart, inasmuch as she has her hat set
on capturing the newly freed male for
her.second spouse. Both women get into
the leading man's bedroom, singly and
together, but with no exciting conse-
quences. A fair first act and possibilities
in the third act, but between times
there's too much of a lull. Five set
changes also slacken the show's speed.

As an afterplece the company did

. George Kaufman’s If Men Played Cards .

Like Women Do, and this gave the au-
dience more laughs than did Mr. Reid’s
whole three acts.

Charles A. RossKam.

Wynn Show for Philly

PHILADELPHIA, Sept. 4.—New Ed
Wynn show, Hooray for What!, has its
premiere date set for the Forrest October
4. Musical concelved by E. Y. Harburg,
collabing with Russel Crouse and Howard
Lindsay.

CONTESTANTS

Show opens September 24,
Jamaica, N. Y.

Communicate

FRANK RAVESE

9230 168th St., Jamaica, N. Y.
**No Hotel Dancers Wanted"
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Much has been sald in previous issues
of The Billboard about price cutting,
chiseling, etc., of various agents. It
seems to be assumed that the act is in
the employ of the
agent, when actu-
ally the reverse is
true. The agent
can book only
when price, hours,
etc,, are suitable to
the act. Altho
many other variations are present, the
above is still a fact. An act can do
more to ralse its own standard than the
sum work of all its agents. As an ex-
ample, a girl trio recently opened at a
small club. They wert told they would
have to mix with the guests and each
do singles in addition to their regular
routines. ‘They talked it over and rather
than be subject to cancellation did as
asked. This was done in all faith, but
caused the cancellation of the two fol-
lowing acts, a team and a single, because
they would not mix, and a ballroom team
because they could not do singles. The
agent took no part in the affair. An
act should be pledged to pave the
way for the incoming entertainers be-
cause the act itself must follow some
other act into the place where it is
going. If it books a spot for less than
the house is accustomed to paying it is
telling the manager that he is paying
too much for talent and also telling the
agent the act will work for less money.
When an entertainer will not incon-
venjence himself for the incoming act
he cannot expect to recelve any consider-
ation from the outgoing team. Because
one i8 not acquainted with them 18 no
reason why they should not pave the
way. For some reason, discussion of sal-
ary between the acts is taboo, when in
reality it is of major consequence. Why
not be frank and realize that one act can
be worth more than another? An over-
paid act will “shush shush” all week and
go Into a trance at the mention of
salary, when actually they could tip
off their compatriots to the fact that
they can gej more money if the manage-
ment likes thelr work. An agent is only
the clearing house of entertainment. The
entertainers are the actual goods. They
are controlled by no written laws except
weekly contracts that vary' weekly and
that are subject to cancellation at a
moment’'s notice. An entertainer must
realize that the only way to salvation
is thru himself,. It has been stated
that show business did not die; it coms-
mitted sulcide. The resurrection is -at
hand. We had better get religion!
ROBERT RIEGEL.

Declares Acts
Can Do Most To
Raise Standard

Elmira, N. Y.
Puring our (Strates Shows') recent en-
gagement in Niagara Falls an incident
happened that really meant nothing
to our show, but since that time it
has come to our
attention that a

Attack Made person or persons
&6 99 with an ax to
By “Tab” Sheet giind have clrou-
lated reports that

Is Answered are a detriment to

this show and its
square menager. I wish thru The Bill-
board to state the true facts and bitterly
condemn those who are making these
false reports.
Falls August 2 to 7 under auspices of
St. George's Catholic Church,. with
Father Francis Gelumbis as chairman of
the committee. Prior to our engage-
ment an advertising solicitor for a “tab”
sheet called on me for advertising from
the show and on advice of Father
Gelumbis I turned him down, as the
type of paper was not in keeping with
the policy of our auspices and show.
Later I did give the solicitor a 85 space.
Not satisfied, he called on the show
angd demanded that we spend $60 with
him and, of course, Mr. Strates refused
to comply. The solicitor became very
abusive and made various threats about
what his sheet could do to carnivals
that exhibited in Niagara Falls. When
his paper came out he carried a dirty
rap at the shows and concessions and
particularly picked out the ball games
as being crooked and also stated that
the conoesslons should and would be
closed by the police. It was one of the
dirtiest pleces of dirt this writer has

We exhibited In Niagara®

5 page to communieations In which personal -problems are
nams and address of the writer and should he written on
00 words ars preferred, 8end communications to The Forum,

ever read and so uncalled for, because
the Strates Shows have never been closed
by any officfal all along our route, and
Jim Strates bears an enviable reputa-
tlon in- every city in which we have
exhibited this season. It makes my blood
boil to think that such sheets should
be in existence or ever tolerated by ‘the
public and I think that most everyone
in the carnival field who has ever dealt
with Jim Strates knows that he stands
for four-square deasling with all his as-
soclates and committees. I defy anyone
to prove that the Strates Shows had
concessions closed by the police in
Niagara Falls or anywhere else,
BEN H. VOORHEIS.

Medford, Mass.

In a recent Forum letter~ Mike Hat
sald Sam Lee, veteran minstrel man, was
the best cornetist of his time. He 18
right. I was with the Gorton Minstrels
two seasons and at that time we had
in the band Joe
Gorton, baritone;
Sam Lee and Frank
Seavy, cornets; Ben
Fuller and Fred
Long, trombones.
Boy, what a band!
To play in Gorton's
band one had to be able to cut it. No
stringed instruments were used at all—
everything was brass and it soupded like
Pipe-organ music. ' It was a- pleasure to
be with a show_like Gorton’s. Minstrels.
As to Sam Lee, I must say.he was one of
the finest men I ever trouped:with—a
perfect gentleman. If there were more
like Sam in show ‘business what a won-
derful business it would be!: Sam was
with Gorton for more than 20 years.
After he left the Gorton Show he signed
with George Evans’ Honey Boy Minstrels
and was a hit with that show too.
CHARLES HAMMOND.

Puts Okeh on
Hat’s Choice
Of Sam Lee

Rochester, N. Y.
The writer uncovered something that
may be of interest to other showmen.
Carrying our own billposting department
headed by M. G. Stokes, who was en-
deavoring to get
a8 showing 'in

Question of Rochester, we

Billposting
In Rochester

EBxposition Shows)
were notified in
advance that all
billposting in
Rochester would have to be handled ex-
clusively by the billposters’ union, at
which request we immediately  turned
over about 5,000 sheets of paper ‘to sup-
posedly union billposters. Upon investi-
gation the writer was informed that no
such union exists at present in Roches-
ter, but that the two men concerned
were and still are members of :the local
lodge of the IATSE, affiliated with_the

{Gruberg’'s World's -

AFL. This organization, unless I am
mistaken, does not affect billposters.
About Thursday before the opening
1,000 of the 5,000 sheets were about all
that could be accounted for, at which
time Stokes went to work and in the
remaining three days managed to get
most of the paper up.

3 J. B. MANNHEIMER.

Cloquet, Minn.
I resent' the crack made in Midway
Contab, August 21 issue, concerning geek
shows. The attitude of The Billboard
always has been that a geek show I8
something to be
shunned. The
Geek Showman yyxer doesn't know
. . what a geek show
Voices His 18- In the first
place, and if he did
Arguments Ko w AT, Aot
think that he has
mental capacity enough to act as a critic.
I have operated geek shows for 20 years
and have been around enough to know
that there are plenty of people, includ-
ing mayors, police chiefs, sheriffs and
newspaper editors, who are not looking
for show passes, and so far as the heads
of churches are concerned, there are
good and. bad, the same as among geek-
show operators. I have showed to hun-
dreds of county, city, State and federal
officials, and hundreds of newspaper and
church people, and I think from my ex-
perience I would be safe in saying that
they get just as much good, clean fun
out of. my geek shows as they do out of
the average midway attraction. I admit
that if we took as an example of & geek
show ‘a lot of the contraptions that are
stpposed to be geek shows you might
have an argument, but the same s
true of every show. The Billboard is full
of ads for games, devices, etc., that
are not what they are cracked up to be.
But that 18 no reasom~ why I should
be afraid to order a tent from the T, S.
Tent and Awning Company or such. If
you want to “lay out” a geek show in
the future be specific. The same with
a girl show or any other attraction. All
summer I have . been playing towns
burned up by drunken geek-show oper-—
ators,’ and I have pleased, amused and
satisfied thousands of people.
H. L. ELLIOTT.

Amos and Andy

I think that when I die I'll'be awakened
By strains of "Perfect Song” from out
of- the blue,
And I-will have no time to be "regusted”
List'ning to what Amos and Andy say
and do.

These two comedians certainly have out-
lasted
Various phases of my life’s career.
Ofttimes with them I've feasted, some-

times fasted;
Assoclation, to me, makes thém:' more
dear.

—DR. EDW. JAMES IRVINE.

Chicago.
. Thanks to you for the editorial regard-
ing ‘“The Passing of the Clrcus.” You

Swing and

the Public

MUSIOIANB and employers of bands are exceedingly troubled these days by

the question of whether swing is on the way out. Sensitional popularity of
such songs as ‘'It Looks Like Rain,’’ ‘‘Sweet Leilani’’ and ‘‘Blue Hawall,’’ as
well as vastly increased sales of softer instruments like the accordion, various
forms of the guitar and the electric organ, has the prophets saying fare-thee-well

to the ¢ra of jam and gutbucket. But before musicians decide to squirt gallons

of schmaltz into their saxes they’d be wise to consider a few facts.

Firstly: even in those wild days when Goodman had the youngsters dancing
in the Paramount Theater aisles, sweet ditties continued to retain their hold on
sentimental female hearts. Orks like Shep Fields (which is the acme of sicken-
ing drool) kept on selling plenty of platters and played to capacity everywhere.
‘What has happened in the past two years is that a type of jazz which had been
confined to cellar hideaways .and. long-haired connoisseurs gained widespread
popularity, especially among-hot-blooded youngsters, and was admitted to swanky
hotel spots and played over the radfo. Hot jazz has won its foothold of accept-
ance. A foothold it cannot lose, for the simple reason that swing is unlike any
other style of jazz, True swing has a spontaneous and varled gquality and a
good hot outfit never plays the same song twice in the same way. This means
that swing is not monotonous and tiring to the ear. The audience won to swing
by Goodman, Tommy Dorsey, Bob Crosby and others will never disappear.

Bands which were not naturaliy swing, but which tried to play in that style
because it was the rage, are going to go out of business unless they change their

style, it appears. But real hot outfits, which genuinely create new and interest-
ing forms of harmony and dance rhythm, are here to stay.
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deserve the hearty congratulations of the
entire show world,
but don't forget

Modern Rip every knock 18 a
’ . boost. The man
Thought Circus gn, wrote that
o epistle in The Paris

Was Passing News must have
been a “Rip Van

Winkle.” Asleep 20 years, he woke up

on circus day and maybe didn’t hear a
steam calliope, s0 wrote that the circus
has passed. GEORGE CAMPBELL.

ga’zanac Lake ’

By JOHN C. LOUDEN

Conway Washburne is our latest guest-
patient. He is from New York and was
well known ofl the legitimate stage, ap-
pearing in a number of Broadway hits.
His most recent appearance was in Ez-
cursion.

Eddie Dowd has celebrated another
b:rthday. He 18 coming along nicely.and
thoroly enjoyed his natal day cake and
the long-distance call from Mrs. Dowd
in Paterson, N. J.

Bill Robertson was pleasantly sur-
prised by a visit from Wynn Murray, of
New York. Miss Murrday is a nurse ab
Lenox Hilli/Hospital, New York.

Herb Elder left last week for his home
in New York. He has improved greatly
and will shortly return to work.

Isabelle Rook is another newcomer.
She halls from Philadelphia and is much
impressed with her new surroundings.
She is a planist and singer and was
formerly a member of The Three Octaves,
who played night clube in New York and
Philadelphia.

Sylvia Abbott enjoyed a visit last week
from her cousins, Mr. and Mrs. Sam
Fidler, of New York. Sam is a pianist
and broadcasts daily over Station WOR,
New York.

Eddie Vogt left Saranac Lake to spend
a few days’ vacation with his wife and
family in New York. Eddle has put on
weight and {5 making excellent progress.

Robert Salomons, cashler of War-
ner Brothers, and Mr, and Mrs, Anthony
Paladino, of New York, spent a pleasant
week-end visiting Jennie Grande here.

Kay Bros.'’ Circus was In SaranaC
Lake recently and invited all the show-
folk curing here to attend the afternoon
performance. It was a great show and
tboroly enjoyed by all.

Edith Lemlich is another who cele-
brated her birthday "anniversary, She
recelved some nice presents from friends
in New York and at Saranac Lake. Edith
is coming along nicely.

Write to those you know at Saranac
Lake. 3
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ADDICKS—Mrs, Weda Cook, 70, con-
cert GEinger, lecturer and composer,
August 27 in Presbyterian Hospital,
Philadelphia, after a short illness. She
made her debut at the age of 16 at the
Academy of Music, Philadelphia. She
was & member of the Plays and Players
and the Matinee Musical Club. Survived
by her husband, Stanley Addicks, or-
ganist, and a son, Allen.

BERNARD—Mrs. Mary, professionally
known as May Dean, actress, August 28
in Jamalca, L. I, N. Y. Born in Peoria,
11, Mrs. Bernard had appeared as
dancer and comedlenne for 41 years.
Her last stage appearance was in Mis-
sissippi, but she had récently acted in,
several movie shorts. Survived by her
husband, Robert Bernard.

BAIRD—Leon, 48, in amusement busi-
ness 10 years and associated with the
Jate L. G. Collister and Robert Mlller as
manager of & Loop-o-Plane at Great
Lakes Exposition, Cleveland. Survived
by his widow and a son and. daughter.

BAROSA—Manuel, 36, dancer, August
29 in Cannes, France.

BEASLEY — Charles Valentine, at
Jesup, Ga., September 4 after a short
flilness. He had been in the carnival
business as owner, manager, general and
special agent and concessioner, having
been connected with Great Parker, Cos-
mopolitan and Johnny J. Jones EXposi-
tion shows. For the past two years he
operated concessions with F. Z. Vasche’s
Brown Novelty S8hows and was on this
show when he died.

BERGES—Edward F., 60, former prop-
erty man at the Davidson Theater, Mil-
waukee, from 1800 to 1925 and in recent
years at the Wisconsin and Empress
theaters, that city. at his home there
August 81, He was a member of the
stagehands’ union. Survived by bis
widow and sister.

CARTER—MTrs. Robert, 33, known pro-
fesslonally as Margaret Grier, pianist
and sister of Jimmy Grier, orchestra
leader, August 21 on the West Coast of
g throat Infection.. Services in Hunt~
Ington Park, Calif.,, August 24. Survived
by her. husband, a San Francisco musi-
clan; two sons, Lloyd and Donald; two
brothers, Jimmy and Art, and her
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Grier.

COLEMAN—James Newsom, 52, head
techniclan of the Master Union Picture
Corporation, recently in Sydney, Aus-
tralla. He was a grandson of James
Newsom, of the Newsom Circus, Eng-
land. Survived by his widow and son:
a brother, Jolly; five sisters, Ceil Eldred
{of Ceclle, Eldred and Carr), Carmen,
Rose, Plnkie Weatherly and Maggie
Fredericks,

GLENN — Mrs. Viola Welsh, 67, for-
merly active in Philadelphia music cir-
cles, August 21 at the home of her son
in Denver after a long illness. She was
& member of the faculty at the Broad
Street Conservatory of Music, Philadel~
phia, and a member of the Philadelphia
Musical Society. Her son survives.

GOODFRIEND—Philo, 47, motion pic-
ture prop man, in Hollywood August 27
of injuries received when a studio prop
fell on him.

GRAHAM—Frederick A., 35, Aligust 27
in University Hospital, Ann Arbor, Mich.
He owned theaters in Chesaning, Davison
and Evart, Mich, Survived by his widow
and two sons, Willlam and Donald.
Buriel at Caro, Mich.

HARSHRKA—Harry, 36, motion picture
Prop man, in Hollywood August 28 of

Paul A. Johanning

Paul A. Johanning, 58, formerly
rated as one of the country’s leading
wild animal trainers, died of hearte
fallure while at work in Mercy Hos-
pital, Sacramento, Calif., where he
was employed as counterman in the
hospital's cafeteria. Early in the
18205 Johanning thrilled thousands
as he presented his feature act with
the Ringling Bros.' Circus. An attack
by a favorite lon 10 years ago
mangled him badly and ended his
<areer in the circus performing
world. After his recovery he taught
young men to handle animals, and
later opened a small hotel. Six years
2g0 he went to Hagglnwood, suburb
of Sacramento, where he purchased a
Brocery and service statton.

He was born in Alberfaltbarmen-
Wupptal, Germany, and served his ap-
Prenticeship as an animal trainer in
Hamburg., He came to this country
37 years ago. For a time he had his
own circus, but it failed.

Johanning has no relatives, Fu-
neral from the W. F. Gormley &
Sons Puneral ‘Home, Sacramento.

The Final Curtain

injuries received when a studio prop fell
on him,

HAYWOOD—Ralph B., for many years
well known in Chicago film and amuse-
ment circles, in La Grange, Iil., recently.
Burial in Lockport, N. Y. Survived by
his widow and two daughters.

HORN—R. W. (Bob), assistant Eastern
division sales manager for Erpi, August
28 following a major operation at Bay
Ridge Sanitarium, Brooklyn. Horn had
been o pioneer salesmen for the Nicholas
Powers Company and was later asso-
clated with the Mutual Film Corpora-

tion and Pathe Exchange, Services
August 31.
IWANSKY—Mrs. Albena, 60, mother

of Harriett Beatty, of Cole Bros.' Circus,
in Chicago August 25. Burial in Chi-
cago. Four children survive.

JORDAN—Jess, 66, of heart failure at
Marlington, W. Va., August 23. Had been
in the carmival business since 1920 as a
long-range shooting gallery operator.
Body was shipped to his son's home at
Indiana, Pa., for interment.

KANE—Blanche M., 48, stage actress,
who played with Willard Mack, recently
in General Hospital, Hollywood, Her
husband, Harry Kane, survives.

LEON—Jay, 11, grandson of the Great
Leon, magician, in a Hollywood hospital
recently. Body was cremated. Survived
by his grandparents, parents and a
brother, Bobby.

LINKLATER — William Albert, 60,
president and manager of Western Wash-
ington Falr, Puyallup, Wash., for 12
years, recently at his home in Puyallup

Harry Moses

Harry Moses, 64, theatrical pro-
ducer, of a heart allment August 31
at his home in New York, Altho
Moses was in show business for only
six years, he had backed such suc-
cesses as Grand Hotel and The Old
Maid, which won the Pulitzer Prize
in 1935. At the age of 57 Moses, who
had been a pajama manufacturer all
his life, became professionally inter-
ested in the theater as a hobby. Pre=-
viously he had helped organize the
Chicago Art Theater and was one of
its patrons. After Grand Hotel Moses
produced The Warrior's Husband,
which raised Katharine Hepburn to
stardom. Moses was always proud of
having discovered Miss Hepburn.

Of all his productions Moses was
most pleased with Four Saints in
Three Acts, the QGertrude Stein op-
eretta, which batfled and refreshed
audiences for two months,

Funeral services were held Sep-
tember 2 and burial took place in
Linden Hill Cémetery, Brooklyn.
Survived by his widow; a son, John,
and a sister, Mrs, Rose Jacobi, of
Chicago.

after a long illness, He was born in On-
tarlo and held degrees in Iowa BState
College and ‘University of Toronto.. In
1805 he was: elected head of the animal
husbandry department of Washington
State College in Pullman, remalning
there until 1913, when he was named su-
perintendent of Western Washington Ex-
periment Station in Puyallup. Survived
by his widow, Mrs. Lilllan R.; a son, W.
A. Jr, and a brother and four sisters, all
in Canada.  During funeral services in
Puyallup Elks' Temple business houses
remained closed in tribute. Interment
in Woodbine Cemetery, overlooking the
fairgrounds,

McAFEE—Willlam A., 50. projectlonist
at the Joy Theater, Memphis, August 28
at his home in that city. A native of
Tyler, Tex., he was active In the pro-
Jectfonists’ union and formerly worked
in the booth at tHe Strand Theater,
Memphis. -Survived by-his widow, three
sons and a daughter. Burial in Calvary
Cemetery, Memphls.

McCLEERY - Lorenzo, -84, for many
yvears identified with the Al G. Fields
Minstrels, August 26 in St. Francis Hos-
pital, Columbus, O., after a long iliness.
Whereabouts of relatives 15 unknown.
Funeral. in charge of Spear’s Puneral
Home, Columbus.

McCOY—Harry, 43, actor and director
and composer of Pagan Love Song, in
Hollywood September 1 of heart disease.
He formerly appeared in comedies and
recently was connected with the Walt,
Disney studios. Services September 3.

MAHNKEN—Carl Henry (Little Hank),
12, rodeo performer, of a bullet wound at
Lazy “K” Ranch -near Deposit, N. Y.,
August 8. Shooting was believed acci-
dental, probably by a hunter. Young
Mahnken was for some time under the
management of “Tin Horn Hank'" Kee-

Philip Wirth

Phillp Wirth, 73, at his home In
Sydney, Australia, August 29. He was
prominently known as owner and op~

erator of the Wirth Circus, which
played thruout England, South
Afrlca, South America and the Far

East. For the last 27 years the show
toured exclusively in Australia.

Before entering the circus operat-
ing field Wirth became famous the
world over with his one-hour trained
horse act. He worked in most of the
major circuses and featured his origi-
nal act during the early days of his
own show. He had been inactive for
the last six years, making only one
visit a year to the show. Survived by
his widow, two sons, five daughters;
a brother, George, of Sydney, and a
sister, Marizles, of Forest Hills, L. L,
N. ¥.

nan. Survived by his parents and two
slsters, Dorothy and Gloria.

MILLS--Mrs., Alce, wife of Ed Mills,
for the last 10 years connected with the
Paramount publicity department In
Hollywood, in that city August 21 after
a long 1illness, Temporary burial in
Calvary Cemetery, Hollywood. Perma-
nent interment will be in San Francisco.

‘WOBLE—Mrs., mother of Ralph Noble,
of Barney Bros. Circus, recently at Okla-
homa City.

OTTENHEIMER — Adolph, 61, film
actor, in Hollywood August 20 following
a heart attack, Burial in Hollywood
Cemetery.

PHILLIPS—Mrs. George, wife of the
owner of the Schiller Park Theater,
Syracuse, recently in that city,

ROBERTS—Arthur L. 49, identified
with many musical organizations in
Philadelphia, August 28 at his home in
Ardmore, Pa., of a heart attack. He was
vice-president of the Strawbridge and
Clothier Chorus and a buyer of pianos
and organs. His widow and sister sur-
vive.

ROBY—James, £9, carnival showman
and pitchman, was shot to death on a
highway near Bladen, Neb. August 24.
Servicées and burial in Blue Hill Ceme-
tery, Blue Hill, Neb., August 25, Sur-
vived by -his widow and two sisters, Mrs.
Connie Golden, of St. Louis, and Mrs.
Lydia Feltz, of East St. Louis, Ill.

POWELL—Frank E., 60, of a heart
attack while driving his car in Waterloo,
Ia.,, August 29, For 30 years he owned
and operated a trained animal eide show,
playlng Iowa fair circults. He started
in show business with a glant python.
During .the past five years he operated
a photo shop in. Waterloo.

SCHOENSTADT — Ralph, 32, manager
of People’s Theater, Chicago, and a
member of the Schoenstadt family,
which owns a chain/of theaters in that
vicinity, August 30 in Illinois Central
Hospital, Chicago.

SHARPLESS—Edward F., /86, for more
than 20 years a well-known ventrilo-
guist, known professionally as the Great
Reynard, at his home in Marion, O.
September 2 from apoplexy. A head-
Iiner in the '90s, Sharpless became in-
ternationally known when he toured
Canada and the British Isles. For three
months he starred at the Hippodrome
in London. He toured on the Orpheum
and Keith circuits for more than four
years. He also appeared with the Great
LaFayette and the Primrose and Dock=-
stader minstrels. He was also in shows
starring Jim Corbett, former world's
beavyweight boxing champion. In late
years he operated a vending machine
flrm at Marion, Services and burial in
Marion,

SNODGRASS — Harry, former radio,
night club and vaudeville pianist, in
Springfield, Ill., September 2 after a
short illness. Survived by a son.

STURGIS — Mrs.,, mother of Willlam.
Sturgls, Grand National Film salesman,
recently at her home in Toronto after a
short illness. Survived by her husband
and son.

TORKELSON — Hans, %7, former Op~
erator of theaters in Tacoma, Wash., be-
fore his retirement several years ago,
recently in a hospital in that city. Sur-
vived by three sisters.

TYRE—Philip Scott, 56, father of Mar-
Jorie Tyre, harpist with the Philadelphia
Orchestra, August 25 at his home in
that city after a short illness. Survived
by his widow, two daughters, his parents,
& brother and a sister.

VON LONG—Henry, 32, workingman
on the Walter L. Main Circus, August
28 at Royal Pines Hospital, Toms River,
N. J.

WATTS—W. W., former theater opera-
tor in Jacksonville and Springficld. Ill.,
killed near Springfield when a train
struck the automobile in which he waa
riding. 3

Wlamiages

BAYURK-COLLINS-—Gilbert Bayuk, an-
nouncer at WDRC, ‘Hartford, Conn,, and
Dorothy Collins, of Bangor, Me., in Harte
ford August 30.

BUTLER-EGAN-—Ralph Butler, sound
engineer at Hal Roach studics, and Mary
Egan, stand-in for Lyda Roberti, re-
cently.

DJERKISS-McAULAY — Shields Djer-
kiss, sound technician of Station WXYZ,
Detrolt, and Margaret McAulay at the
Highland Park Presbyterian Church, De-
troit, August 21.

DUNSEE - DARRAUGH — Bud Dunsee,
lecturer at the Palace of Wonders, River-
view Park, Chicago, and Dolores Dar-
raugh, Chicago night club singer, in St.
James Cathedral, Chicago, August 12.

EMORY-BANKHEAD-—John Emory, ac-
tor, and Tallulah Bankhead, actress,
daughter of Speaker of the House of Rep-
representatives William B. Bankhead, at
her father's home in Jasper, Ala,, Au;

‘gust 21,

FELMET-BUNTS — R. G. Felmet and
Alta May Bunts, both of the Crystal
Exposition Shows, in Whitesburg, Ky..
August 26,

FRICKERT-WINSLOW — Joe Frickert,
scenarist at ¥Hal Roach studios, and
Mary Jane Winslow, of Lansing, Mich.,
in Venice, Calif., recently.

GLEISSNER-AUTRY — Eric Gleissner,
business man, and Wilma Autry, sister
of Gene Autry, singing Western star, in
Griffith Park, Hollywood, recently.

HILLMAN-TRIPP — Edward Hlllm&n
Jr,, of Chicago, and June Tripp, the

(See MARRIAGES on page 89)

Charles A, (Chick) Bell

Charles A. Bell, one of the most ex-
pert superintendents of tickets the
circus world has ever known and In-
timately known as '‘Chick” Bell, died
in 8t. Joseph Hospital, Cedar Rapids,
Ia., Thursday noon, September 2, of
cirrhosis of the liver. He was taken
111 with hemorrhages on the lot when
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey Combined Circus, with which
he was assoclated, appeared in
Cedar Rapids August 30.

Bell was 63 years old and spent
more than 30 years of his life with
the Ringling organization. Prior to
that he was with the Barnum &
Bailey Circus in the days of James
A. Balley, and he is also believed to
have traveled with other circuses. For
years he was with the Barnum &
Baijley Greatest Show on Earth after
the Ringlings came into control, and
when this was consolidated with the
Ringling Bros.” Circus, he continued
with the combination and has been
with it each year since. The biggest
part of his life, if not all, he devoted
to superintending the sale of tickets,
and he became quite expert in judg-
{ng beforehand what size ot audience
the show would play to. He was very
popular in the circus profession,
numbering his friends by the hun-
dreds. A silent prayer was offered for
him'during the Ringling-Barnum peT-
formance at Marshalltown, Ia.,, Sep-
tember 2.

After the end of each season under
canvas Bell would hie himself to
Florida, where he had a home 4n
Indian River City., He spent much of
his time in the winter hunting and
fishing, on many of which trips he
was accompanied by the late W. H.
(Pop) McFarland, circus side show
manager.

The deceased !s survived by rela-
tives in Columbus, O., where the body
was shipped for burial.
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