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on locations ... on one-niters ... on the ais ...

HOTELS

RALPH HITZ
President
HOTEL NEW YORKER
and the
NATIONAL HOTEL MANAGEMENT, Inc.
‘“The Billboard, to my mind, is an excellent
publication in its field. It enables hotel men,
who aro vitally interested in amusement and
entertainment, to keep abreast of the trend in
public demand for various types of entertain-
ment Its complete coverage of the enter-
fainment field in America is a fine example of
good editforial work.*”

TOM J. MONTGOMERY
Advertising Manager
THE STEVENS
Chicago, 1l
“The Billboard has always been my first
source of information. {t's always given me
the inside track on awhat's what and who's
who Dehind the scenes

NIGHT CLUBS

WILLIAM R. JOHNSON
Owner
BON-AIR COUNTRY CLUB
Wheeling, Il

“The Billboard is of tremendous value to a
night club owner, as it keeps one informed of
how various acts and bands are going over in
different clubs, and also gives one an idea of
what certain acts are, especially when not
familiar with the names. { believe the
criticisms are Quite sincere.”

.. these men

* and we mean hundreds.
Letters from hundreds of
men in amusement industry,
men who actually buy the
bands are in The' Billboard’s
files. These letters will be
shown to interested parties

upon request.

BALLROOMS

R. H. PAULEY
Manager
TURNPIKE CASINO
Lincoln, Neb.

“Naturally being a ballroom operator makes
me most interested in The Billboard, Items
dealing with ballroom operation. review of
bands, air briefs and band routings have proved
very helpful to me in buying the promotion of

name bands."

E. E. BERGER

President
FLINT PARK & AMUSEMENT CO.
Flint, Mich,

“When The Billboard comes each week it
seems as tnough everybody in our park, includ-
ing the management, wants to read it—a
sort of habit—all looking for information.

“l personally have found many heloful
leads by turning to it for guidance, etc.”

RESORTS

JOHN }. DINEEN
HAMPTON BEACH CASINO
Hampton Beach, N. H.

*“l am aware that The Billboard is the
recognized leader in this field. We play many
name bands at our resort ballroom, inciuding
Jimmy Dorsey, Rudy Vallee, Paul Whiteman,
George Olsen, Clen Cray, Ted Lewis and Shep

" GOLLEGES

JOHN F. GLICK

MASSACHUSETTS STATE
COLLEGE
| enjoyed your article very much con-
cerning college dance bands. { have beer
chairman of the last four big proms.'

SPONSORS

FRANK R. BRODSKY
Advertising Manager
ELCIN NATIONAL WATCH CO.
Elgin, I

“Thank you wery much for the review of
the premiere of Eddie Dowling's Elgin Radio
Revue. We ook forward to seeing additional
comments in The Billboard covering this new
Elgin series of broadcasts and are pleased to
send along our subscription to this weekly.”

ADVERTISING AGENCIES

INNES HARRIS
ERWIN WASEY & CO.
420 Lexington Ave.
New York, N. Y.
‘“Your news service has been improving
steadily, but most important is doing some-
thing positive and concrete for the radio in-

dustry, which you are doirg througk your
currert audience surveys.”

RADIO STATIONS

HAL NICHOLS
RADIO STATION KFOX
220 E. Ansheim Street

Long Beach, Caalif.

“The Billboard carries all tne radic rews
ahead of any other magazine or source. |t
keeps us posted on what's going on in the
radio world. It is fuli of ideas which all radio
stations ougnt to be able to cash in on. It
keeps us posted as to the top tunes of the day
and what is going on in the music worid."”

and hundreds ol others who lJut,
the bands, 1ecd The Billboard

... that s wlul orchestra leadets
anod lJo_aIzing ctkices 9ef results like

this tom flte("z aave'zfising

FRENCHY GRAFFOLIER
and his
SOCIETY SWING MUSIC

“Wish to advise you of the very
favorable results received from the ad-
vertisement { ran in the Fall Special
issue of The Blllboard.”

*

“HARRY MOSS
formeriv President, Associated Radic
Artists, now i cnarge of one-nite

department for tre MUSIC CORPORA-
TION OF AMERICA:

“I thought you would be interested
in knowing the resuits of my inside
front cover advertising campaign. Tre
rasponse has been most encouraging
and on the recent FATS WALLER tour
i can definitely attribute four important
sales, rotaling guarartees of about
52,400, to this ad

“We also received several bids for
other of our attractions which were
however, occupied on location so that
w2 coutdn't entertain the bids.

“Thank ~g you “Or your co-opefa-
cior’

JACK TILSON
and his
ORCHESTRA

“1 have received letters from as far
away as the St. Catherine's Hotei in
the Catalina {slands, directiy traceable
to my ads in The Billboard.”

*

P. S.—The Billboard has carried and continues to carry advertising of more orchestras and orchestra

booking offices than any other trade paper in existence.

Name bands, semi-name bands and

lesser known orchestras have found that advertising in The Billboard pays.
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Rotary Road

Plan for Legit

A. M. Oberfelder, Denver

promoler, to pioneer proj-

ecti—gets ATC’s blessing
®

NEW YORK, Dec. 3l.—Anticipated
signing of contracts for the rights to
Gnlden Boy and What a Life, by Arthur
M. Oberfelder, Denver concert promoter,
will climax a rotary road plan which he
has been working on for five years, and
which, tho  stealing thunder from the
slow-moving American Theater Council.
will have not only ATC’s blessing but co-
operation.

Deals for two other plays will probably
be set within a week so that a crew of
salesmen will get started, as scheduled.
by January 15. marketing the four-unit
package for $5,000 for the works in at
least 160 cities in the United States and
Canada. Productions are scheduled for
early October showings to supply buyers
with two shows before Christmas and
two after the holidays around the whole
circuit of one-night stands. Denver en-
trepreneur calculates the pioneer project
couldn’t take a heavier legit traffic its
first year. If the tours are successful.

(See ROTARY ROAD on page 56)

What, No AFM?

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Considering
that the imported French Theater of
New York, here for its annual, is on
the level with other commercial en-
terprises, four of the theatrical
unions have been picketing head-

quarters, Hotel Barbison-Plaza, and
demanding recognition and union
scales. Sponsoring organization

threatens to cut short its contem-
plated 16-week season rather than
yieid to unions, professing to be a
non-profit-making enterprise.

Unions carrying placards include
the Theatrical Managers, Agents and
Treasurers, Local 1, of the IATSE;
United Scenic Artists and the The-
atrical Drivers, Chauffeurs and Help-
ers, Local 817.

Best Holiday Biz for Legit
Since 29 as Records Tumble

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The greatest
Christmas business since the depression
broke legit theater records standing
since 1929 and already has supplied evi-
dence that the Stem will ring up the
best New Year’s Eve in a decade. All but
the hopeless flops will be sellouts, some
having hung out the S. R. O. almost
two weeks ago. Tho the history-making
receipts were listed for the matinees,
night performances enjoyed swell trade,
too, thruout the week.

Brokers were joyous over their own
share of the improved situation which

No Chance of Co-Op Shows
Getting Equity Concessions

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Tho complete
committee reports on experimental and
co-operative theaters have not as yet
been turned in to the council of Actors’
Equity Association, there is no possibil-
ity of council indorsement of any recom-
mendations. The association will never
okeh any plan less than 100 per cent
co-operative in all branches; but co-op
shows are forbidden by the constitution
and by-laws of the musicians’ and stage-

LNYT Served With Papers To

Halt Theater Ticket Code

Acme office, non-signer of code, levies charges against

both LNYT and AEA—plaintiff also files restraining

order to permit free operation for New Year week-end
®

NEW YORK. Dec. 31.—Show cause orders in an injunction suit opened today
to check operation of the theater gpicket code were served on James F. Reilly,
executive secretary of the League of New York Theaters; several members of the
League, theater owners and accredited brokers upon complaint of Michael Atlas
and Walter Friedman. of the Acme Theater Ticket Office, which is not a signer

of the code. Summons are returnable
injunction, plaintiff has also filed with

-Another Plan To Have
Admission Taxes Killed

NEW YORK. Dec. 31.—Making head-
way in its campaign to have admission
taxes abolished, the National Associa-
tion of Legitimate Theaters is now
working out details of a plan which will
have petitions, addressed to congress, in-
serted in theater programs distributed
thru the country. Public will be asked
to sign and mail, to indicate a country-
wide appeal for this tax relief. .

FTP Rehearsing for Fair

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 31.—Federal
Theater Project casts already are re-
hearsing shows for the three theaters the
project will operate during the run o:
the Golden Gate International Exposi-
tion next year. Productions will be pre-
sented the day the fair opens. Robers
C. Schnitzer is here from Washington
to direct.

Dan Totheroh will direct the writing
staff. The theaters will operate in the
Federal Building. Admission will be 25
cents. Each theater will seat approxi-
mately 600 persons.

January 3. Pending disposition of the
the Supreme Court of New York, New
York County, for a temporary restraining
crder to enable plaintiff to operate freely
for the New Year week-end.

In the affidavit plaintif Friedman
charges the League of New York Thea-
ters with illegal boycott and restraint
of trade; accuses the League with being
a rackct “for the, personal benefit and
aggrandizement of certain individuals
who draw excessive salaries.” Broker
couples Actors’ Equity Association in his
bill of charges, accusing the union of
intimidation via unfavorable contracts
and threats to withhold casts from pro-
ducers and managers failing to join the
League.

Statements contend plaintif was
harassed and annoyed by the League
which “hired professional shoppers to
concoct and procure evidence against
the plaintiff for violation of the Internal
Revenue Act” and made “false charges
to the federal district attorney.”

Acnmie had been charged with failure
to print selling price on tickets as re-
quired by tax department.

Friedman’s affidavit . challenges the
code’s worth to the public, argues the
cause for buys and attacks the 3l,-cent
tax levied on each ticket sold by brokers.

Petition also asks for recovery of
damages sustained by reason of the
League's and Equity’s acts and cost of
action.

hands’ unions. To allow its own mem-
bers to work under scale in the same
show in which other unions obtain full
salaries would be suicidal and certainly
unbecoming a protective union, officials
declare. ’

Equity executives, unwilling to appear
unsympathetic toward petitions of un-
employed members, will review the sur-
vey, but are adamant in belief that no
good will come of any concessions. Union
hopes that members can be shown fal-
lacy of their supposition that Equity

-concessions would help employment sit-

uation. In cold figures, the actor salary
cuts would be small change compared to
total production costs, it is contended,
and in truth are not to blame for fewer
productions.

AGMA To Seek
Licensing and

Reduced Fees

NEW TYORK, Dec. 31.— Officials of
American Guild of Musical Artists, hav-
ing been given a vote of confidence at
a recent membership meeting in 17-
pointed demand of the concert bureaus,
will await disposition of fourth annual
meeting and election January 4 before
putting on the pressure in negotiations
with bureaus, particularly the concert
management offices of the Columbia and
National Broadcasting companies. When
confabs are resumed AGMA expects to
emerge victor on two particularly big
fronts—Ilicensing and lowered commis-
sions.

Lawrence Tibbett again heads nomi-
nated list for re-elections.

Conditions favoring the Guild grow
out of the support offered by the power-
ful Screen Actors’ Guild and general
trend of unions to license and regulate
booking and management of their con-
stituents, as exemplified by the long-
standing system of American Federation
of Musicians and Actors’ Equity. In-
ability of city License Commissioner
Moss to round up concert bureaus and
management offices under even the

(See AGMA TO on page 56)

News pertaining to the New York
World’s Fair and Golden Gate In-
ternational Exposition in San Fran-
cisco will be found in the Fair and
Carnival departments.

has been building up this climax since
October. They are looking forward to a
continuation of large sales for the re-
mainder of the season.

Favored by the weather, better busi-
ness generally and an unprecedented in-
terest from the college crowds, shows got
a pretty good idea of what was in store
for them on Christmas Monday, Decem-
bher 26. Musicals, of course, were tops.
Typical statistics for that day list
Hellzapoppin, 175 standees; Leave It o
Me, 120; The Boys From Syracuse, 59;
1 Married an Angel, 26, and Pins and
Needles, 50. Blossom Time was revived
with a sellout. Xiss the Boys Goodbye
was filled to the gills but permits no
standees. A4be Lincoln in Illinois had
60 extras. Only two shows resorted to
bhargain counters, while one fell below
capacity.

Wednesday, the traditionally best mat-
inee in the year, was a whopper for the
21 open houses. Business was so good
that The New York Daily News used the
news as a front-page streamer the next
day, for among the eight sellouts there
were 666 standees. Largest number went
to Hellzapoppin, with 179. The others
were Leave It to Me, 123; I Married an
Angel, T7; Abe Lincoln in Illinois, 67;
The Boys From Syracuse, 65; Oscar
Wilde, 61; HKnickerbocker Holiday, 46;
Pins and Needles, 28, and Sing Out the
News, 20. Two of the three bargain
listings were sold out also.

There was no let-up for the nine mat-
inees Thursday. The two with standees
were Hellzapoppin, with a new high of
181, and Oscar Wilde, with 60. Kiss the
Boys Goodbye had been sold out by
10:30 a.m. Others with no more room
were Outward Bound, What a Life and
Ruth Draper.

Having regretted their layoff on Mon-
day, three shows, Spring Meeting, Sing
Out the News and Tobacco Road, are
giving matinees New Year’s Day.

Proof that the night business is also
something to write home about are
statistics for Maurice Evans’ Hamlet.
iSee BROADWAY HANGS on page 56)
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NEW COM'L FILM ANGLE ~

Stereo Slides, With Sound and
~ Gagged Plugs, Tried by Grocers

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—A new de-
parture in advertising, and possible
opening up of a new field for talent,
became a probability this week when
World Broadcasting completed a series
of comedy stereopticon slides with com-
mercial announcements on a sound

VIC HYDE
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

IC HYDE, a native of Niles, Mich., little

realized six years ago that his hobby of
playing simultaneously the piano, cornet, drums
and cymbals would ultimately take him out
of his decorating and sign painting work and
become his profession. But, Destiny being
what it is, that is just what happened, and five
years ago Vic found himself furnishing the
dance music and floor show—all by himself—
in a Chicago night club. Four years ago vaude-
ville beckoned and he trouped thru 67 cities
in an act with Olsen and Jobhnson. His music
was the least of it; he was Olsen’s valet, drove
a car on all the jumps, acted as gorilla, Santa
Claus, shot pistols, rang bells in the balcony.
sold newspapers in the orchestra and managed
in between to get around to playing his one-
man band and two trumpets.

Three years ago Hyde returned to night club
engagements, expanding this time to a 27-piece
single aggregation and advancing to the feat
of blowing on three trumpets at once. Two
years ago he was seen, liked and signed by Rudy
Vallee as he went thru his routine in a Wash-
ington nitery. Since that momentous occasion
everything has progressed very nicely indeed
for this ambidextrous symphonist who by this
time has graduated to the state of manipulating
four trumpets with one mouth—ail, of course,
at the same time.

Hyde has been seen at the New York Para-
mount, Loew’s State, Roxy., headlined at the
Chicago Theater, made guest shots on radio,
done a bit of picture work and just recently
closed a six-week date at the Cocoanut Grove
in Hoflywood. Despite it all, however, Vic, who
is refated to the Heide candy manufacturers,
nurses an all-consuming ambition to become
mayor of Niles, the Michigan town that gave
him to the world.

PICTURES

Subinit Your Act or Band Immediately.
Casting for MENTONE PICTURES, INC.
Releasing Through R. K. 0., RADIO AND
UNIVERSAL PICTURES CORP.

FAIRS

fxclusive Eastern Representative for LEW
ROSENTHAL AMUSEMENT ENTERPRISES,
INC., Mid-West Fairs, Season 1939.

Also Booking

RADIO THEATRES HOTELS
NIGHT CLUBS

MAX RICHARD

~ Artist Representative,
1674 BROADWAY, N. Y.
Cir. 7-4074,
THOMAS E. MORTON, Mgr. Band Dept.

e ———————————————————————

THEATRE EQUIPMENT NEW & USED

MOVING PICTURE ,MACHINES, SOUND EQUIPMENT, SCREENS,
OPERA CHAIRS, SPOTLITES, STEREOPTICONS, FILM CABINETS,
'PORTABLE PROJECTORS, M. P. CAMERAS, GENERATOR SETS,
RECTIFIERS, REFLECTING ARC LAMPS, REWINDS, VENTILATING
FANS, CARBONS, FILM CEMENT, TICKETS, MAZDA LAMPS AND
SUPPLIES. EVERYTHING FOR THE THEATRE,

' WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG “B.

MOVIE SUPPLY CO., Ltd.

1318 S. WABASH AVE. CHICAGO, ILL.

FOR PRESIDENT'S BALL

Printed on 8-Ply Cardboard,
size 14x22, 50-$3.50; 100~

Zac5 FOWLER, IND.

track. Client is the Kroger Grocery
Co., one of World's biggest users of tran-
scriptions. Series is in the nature of a
test, and will be distributed by World
in theaters and auditoriums thruout the
Central Western section of the country.

Slides will contain no picture of ad-
vertised products, and will presumably
be booked on entertainment value. Com-
merélals woven into script are to be
gagged, a la Lew Lehr, by Arthur Boran,
comedian and announcer.

Producers of straight commercial films
have tried to book their product into
iheaters and auditoriums, but have met
with indifferent success—angle being
that exhibitors are not willing to force
a straight commercial on audiences who
pay for entertainment. World hopes to
get around this by gagging the commer-
cial and showing no advertised product
in the pic. Commercial film field, how-
ever, has been regarded of some poten-
tial importance—Screen Actors’ Guild
and Music Publishers’ Protective Asso-
ciation having considered it important
enough to set contracts with producers
covering talent and music.

Should medium develop into a sizable
field for talent, question of union juris-
diction will likely be a knotty one. SAG
has pacted regular commercial film com-
panies, but stereopticon slides with
sound track is in the nature of a hybrid.
American Federation of Radio Artists
will probably give medium the once over.

Purchase of WPTF
Assumes Aspect of
A Three-Way Deal

RALEIGH. N. C., Dec. 31.—Negotiations
for. ownership of WPTF, on which NBC
has exercised its option to purchase for
$210,000, assumed the aspects of a three-
way deal today. All depends, however,
on whether the option is approved by
the FCC.

Durham Life Insurance, station owner,
wants to keep the station, altho the
company admits the regularity of the
NBC option. secured when Durham re-
ceived permission from NBC to operate
at night on the 680-kilocycle wave
length used by the chain’s KPO, San
(See PURCHASE OF WJTF on page 56)

Chi FT Revives
“The Copperhead”

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—A weak cast brings
feeble life to Federal Theater’s presenta-
tion of The Copperhead, which opened
at the Blackstone this week. And noth-
ing but top emoting can help this
old scenery-chewing Augustus Thomas
drama of the Civil War days in which
a man forsakes his honor for the love
of his country. It is familiar stuff and
the outcome is void of any suspense.

Divided in two parts, we get the back-
ground of one Milt Shanks, who openly
refuses to fight for the flag, but under~
neath it all is serving President Lin-

(See CHI FT REVIVES on page 56)

NAB’s Radio Book
Being Distributed

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31.—National As-
sociation of Broadcasters Thursday
mailed first copies of a long-awaited
radio primer following months of plan-
ning by NAB press agent Ed Kirby.
Titled The ABC of Radio—So the Aver-
age Listener May Understand How It
Works in America, pamphlet is expected
to reach distribution of 50,000 copies.
Theory is that radio will have fewer
critics when more people know more
about radio. NAB anticipates stations
will distribute to legislators, editors,
teachers and local leaders.

Topics are Radio’s Speed, Sound Waves,

(See NAB’S RADIO on page 56)

Possibilities

BILLBOARD STAFF

The purpose of this department is to
benefit producers, bookers, agents and
others concerned with the exploitation of
talent in the major indoor fields thru The
Billboard's coverage of every branch of the
show business. -

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC
“POSSIBILITIES”” MAY ADDRESS THEM IN
CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF
THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY,

For FILMS

ALLEN PRESCOTT — radio emsee
who also does the “Wife Saver’ char-
acter on the air. Has a swell sense
of humor and a flock of ideas which
would make admirable material for a
series of film shorts. Is good-looking,
has an ingratiating personality and
knows how to handle himself before
an audience. A particularly good bet
at the moment in view of the current
popularity of various series of shorts.

P
For RADIO

JAMES THURBER — humorist andad
cartoonist noted particularly for his
stuff in The New Yorker. In an air
interview some time ago he proved
that his wit is definitely air-worthy.
His diabolical sense of humor could
well spot him as an emsee or even
carrying his own show.

+*
For LEGIT
MUSICAL

GEORGE SHELLEY—tall, dark and
handsome lad brought forth by Billy
Rose as one of the “finds” for the
curtent show at the Casa Manana,
New York. Could easily carry the
juve lead in any man’s book musical
or revue. Has a voice that is several
degrees above the average requisites
for a Broadway show, an excellent
personality and good looks. Is now
making his Eastern debut.

“B Oy,” “38,” “Ri“ht”]
tw)
Top Pitt Grosses

PITTSBURGH, Dec. 31.—Top grossers
of Nixon dramatic shows to date this
season have heen Golden Boy and Am-
phitryon 38, according to Manager Harry
Brown. Notoriously weak at the box
office, unlike last year, were return en-
gagements of The Women and Blossoom
Time. You Can’t Take It With You at a
$2 top made money. Katharine Cornell’s
premiere of Herod and Mariamne weakly
survived on her personal prestige, while
bolstered by the American Theater So-
clety subscriptions. Of Mice and Men
fared fairly well. Ethel Barrymore, in
Whiteoaks, drew between hot and cold.

Heaviest money taker of all shows this
year has been George Cohan, in Id
Rather Be Right, at $35,000, due to star’s
popularity and city being nuts about
musicals of any kind. Any kind, almost
—except intimate union revues like Pins
and Needles, which at $10,000 drew much
less than anticipated.

Traditionally dark in pre-Christmas
week, Nixon is also without bookings for
first two weeks in January.

Weak Return for
“Boy” in Chicago
CHICAGO, Dec.- 31.—Second companies

-

‘as a rule have not fared well in Loop

houses and the case of Golden Boy's
return engagement for the second time
in four months with a new cast is ne
exception. Show will fold next Satur-
(See WEAK RETURN on page 25)

aS Domind
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Side Glances

E'VE just returned from g circuit of

Midwestern towns and the accent of
our observations was on the so-called
cafes of, these communities. . . . After
this latest trek we are convinced more
than ever that the rather strict regula-
tion of Broadway night spots by License
Commissioner Moss is just, wise and de-
signed whether by intention or accident
to serve the best interests of the busi-
ness. . . . We saw spots run down at the
heel with undisciplined mixing hasten-
ing the process of putrefaction. . . It
wasn’t difficult to observe that the free
mixing policy is keeping respectable ele~
ments away from the spots. . . And
one of the towns on our calling list
boasts of the best government in its
part of the counftry. . In another
town the AFA’s local representative was
one of the acts in a show that could not
possibly be paying more than $30 a week
per person. . . . In the East the outlook
for a revival of flesh in theaters is bright
because night spots are doing a swell
job of educating the masses to an appre-
ciation of live talent. . The trend
does not exist in most of the towns we
visited because the joints that answer
fraudulently to the name of cafe seem
to be doing everything to keep the sub-
stantial elements of the community far
out of their reach. . . Something can
be done about this and it can be accom-
plished only by the actors themselves.

#® * ®

It’s a tough struggle for an agent to
keep his head above water these days.
. . . The era of swivel-chair representa-
tion is as dead as song slides. . . . In
the days of a happier cycle an agent
could line up routes of from one to two
years for fairly good acts without much
difficulty. . . It can’t be done today
because of the decentralization of the
booking market. . . . Even the acts most
in demand find it necessary to deal with
as many offices as there are months in
the year—and frequently more—to get
a good season of playing time, . . . We
cannot think of a single factor in the
show business that benefits from the
present diffusion of booking markets.
. . . The only possible remedy would be
the organizing of large, co-operative
booking offices such as the United Book-
ing Office and Pantages. . . In order
to achieve any kind of success today the
agent must have connections all over
the country. . He is forced to use
the long-distance phone and wires to an
extent greater by far than ever before.

. The performer pays a heavy toll,
too. . . . The added expense is reflected
in padded commission payments. .
And there is the heartbreaking condition
that cannot be avoided under present
circumstances of playing time being
available but difficult to obtain in any
kind of consecutive order because of
booking decentralization.

* * *

The Theater Authority is concerning
itself entirely too much with matters
that are not related directly to the
process of curbing benefit shows as much
as is within its power and cashing in for
the benefit of theatrical charities on
those benefits that cannot reasonably be
curbed. . . . We say this with all due
regard for the efficient police work being
done by the TA staff. . . Our com-
plaint is directed more at the directors
of the TA than the paid workers, . . . If
the directors are alive—and there seems
to. be no doubt that they are—they are
inferred to know how far the TA has
wandered from its clearly marked path.
. . . It would hurt the show business
irreparably if the TA were to evolve into
an organization that functions as a co-
ordinating agency in the running of
benefits, . . It was not meant to be
that at all. . , . The various groups and
individuals of high standing in our busi-
ness who made possible the formation of
the TA had no such function in mind

when they got together to form the TA..

It was clearly and definitely understood
that the success of the TA would de-
pend in inverse ratio on the number of
benefit shows that are staged. . . .

(See SUGAR'S DOMINO on page 26)
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Broadway Beat

By GEORGE SPELVIN

AUL WHITEMAN'S eighth “experi=-

ment in modern music” at Carnegie
Hall on Christmas night offered plenty
of cacophonous compositions, but par-
ticularly jarring was the unscheduled
contribution of one of the drummers.
In the midst of the Rhapsody in Blue
the skin beater dropped part of his
paraphernalia to the floor with a dis-
cordant clatter that out-Gershwined
Gershwin. The look that Whiteman
threw him was the equivalent of twa
weeks’ notice. . . . Some of the gallery-
ites gave an interesting reaction to one
of Deems Taylor's remarks. Taylor
humorously referred to the Raymond
Scott quintet as resembling a WPA five-
some—four men working—and a scat-
tering of hisses descended from the
rafters. It was all the more surprising
because the comment wasn’t in nearly
as bad taste as Taylor's description of
Whiteman as “Der Fuehrer,” which went
unchallenged. . . . The critics were di-
vided as to the impression left by the
music played by Oom Paul—but if noth-
ing else, the music left a lasting im-
pression upon Whiteman’s trombonist,
Miff Mole. At least the ‘“bell” music,
which highlighted the program, did.
“Even now,” complains Miff, “when the
alarm clock goes off in the morning the
first thing I do is reach for my trom-
bone.” . . . Incidentally, when Rodgers
and Hart wrote the Jumbo score for Billy
Rose the diminutive giant turned down
Rodgers’ March of the Clowns, claiming
it wasn’t up to the standards of that
somewhat parlous production, But
Whiteman considered it a classic example
of American music and included it in
the Carnegie concert. . And Ferde
Grofe must have been surprised the
next day when he read The Herald-Trit
review and found himself called Ferde
Bargy. Roy Bargy, Whiteman’s pianist,
retained his proper identity, however.

‘The tough lad on 47th street known

H. GRADY MANNING

invites you to stop at

HOTEL

CONTINENTAL

(Formerly Kansas Citian.)

WITH BATH

New improvements —
including entirely new

lobbies, cocktail

3250 lounges and restaur-

ants; new furnishings

and decorations, air-

SERVICE conditioned rooms,

AS USUAL suites and public

dutin spaces—will make it

temodeling truly the great hotel

T the Gateway to the
P Southwest.

Baltimore at 11th Street

—HANSAS CITY-

MISSOUR

CLINTON HOTEL

10th Street, Below Spruce,
PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Newly furnished and decorated. Running
water in all rooms. Rooms with bath. Spe-
cial Theatrical Rates by Day or Week, from
$1.00 per Day; $5.00 per Week.

Featherweight—no gagging—

Natural Taste—Holds Better.
Bingers, Speakers Ilke
extra tongue room,
mouth, All forms false teeth
~—by mall—as low as $8.75.
60-day trfal. Write for FREE
catalog and Impresslon materlal. We trust you.
Monthly Payments. 24-Hour Service. HOD LAB.,
1261 Hod Williams Bldg., Tampa, Fla,

the
clearer

THE FILM WEEKLY
AUSTRALIA

Covering the Motion Picture and Entertainment

Field Generally.
Conducted by KEVIN BRENNAN,
198 Clty Tattersalls Bulldlng, Pitt Street, Sydnsy,
Australlan Office of THE BILLBOARD.

to all the street’s urchins as “Uncle,”
who collected money for a party for the
youngsters, threw his party last week—
and no matter how tough he may be to
others, he’s a true human being to this
corner and a spreader of the real
Christmas spirit and good will toward
men. The looks of unrestrained rapture
on the kids’ faces and the shower of
thanks bestowed by grateful parents were
things to see and hear. ‘‘Uncle,” inci-
dentally, had to make a hurried trip to
Ninth and Tenth avenues in the middle
of his party. Six or so little ones,
counted on to come and for whom pres-
ents had been bought, failed to show
up even after the refreshments had been
served, and rather than return the pres-
ents “Uncle” made a bee line for Ninth
and Tenth to round up six kids who'd
benefit from the extras. He found
them, right enough.

Bill Hardy is landing some nice pub=
licity with his Society for the Preserva-
tion and Encouragement of Barber Shop
Quartet Singing in America; the soclety
will hold its first annual convention in
Tulsa in the spring. . . . Incidentally,
Hardy's club covers the 1890 period and
Billy Rose’s new Diamond Horseshoe
covers the 1900 to 1915 period! now
who’s going to cash in on the 1915
to 1920 era, etc.? . . . Dignity of the
air: One of the gals in Paul Whiteman's
troupe was among those listed in a Times
Square moving sign plugging a certain
brand of whisky—but her radio sponsor
thought it ‘“undignified” and she had to
ask that her name be removed. .. . Ed
Aaronson has joined the Moe Gale office
as p. a. . . . A newspaper recently re-
ported that Martha Stephenson. a deb,
was willing to work for $14 a week to
get the laundress role in Sidney
Kingsley’s The Outward Room—but the
lady had better learn something about
legit before she aspires to be an actress.
o . Hasn't she ever heard of Actors’
Equity’s minimum of $40—established
to prevent an influx of cut-rate debs?

. The Sun, in its review of Window
Shopping, omitted all mention of the
leading player, George Sidney—and if
anybody deserved mention it was Sid-
ney. . . . Harry Davies. p. a. for Leon
and Eddie's. has dropped his Warner
publicity departiment job. .. Overheard
last week in the RCA Building: “Acting
for two years in Tobacco Road will twist
the perspective of anyone.”

Set Baker Cast

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Cast for Phil
Baker Dole Pineapple show, opening Jan-
uary 14, includes Harry McNaughton,
Mary Kelly, Ward Wilson, Eddie DeLange
Orchestra with vocalist Elisse Cooper
and Andrews Sisters. Sisters pacted for
four weeks, with a two-year option.

Knoxville S. RI. 0. Sign Out
But Town Demands Quality

KNOXVILLE, Tenn., Dec. 31.—The
S. R. O. sign was dusted off for a stage
production in Knoxville recently for the
first time in the post-depression decade.
The Tobacco Road Co. headed by
John Barton, grossed around $3,000 at
the local Bijou Theater, with standees
making what BEugene W. Street, local
Wilby-Kincey chain manager, called the
best return in recent history of the road.

Tallulah Bankhead’s I Am Different (a
stuffed and very cold turkey) also was
marked up on the black side of the
Bijou’s ledger this winter, with all the
theater’s 1,300 white seats and some of
the 300-seat' Negro gallery filled. -

And just to make it a completely dif-
ferent picture from the 1937 season,
which Manager Street recalls with a_
headache, Opera-on-Tour’s much-be-
deviled Faust was a money-maker as it
raised the curtain early this November.
(No injunctions or union trouble inter-
fered with its performance.)

The management blames part of Konx-
ville’s sad 1937 record of one hit to five
bad misses on the effects of the meager-
talented and badly strung up Ziegfeld
Follies, which stumbled thru the city &

later, was good for around $2,500, the
only show of the season with a “net” as
well,

The two star-name plays of that
season, Tovarich (Engenie Leontovich)
and Yes, My Darling Daughter (Florence
Reed), did a notch above miserably at
the box office, and George Abbott's well-
cast companies of Brother Rat and Room
Service did cash-register flops, the latter
notably.

“It seems to me that producers are
nly now really beginning to realize how
much ‘the road’” has smartened up,” said
Street, whose Southern chain operates
five movie houses in Knoxville (the
Bijou is one of them.) His observation
is that talking pictures have been do-
ing it gradually, and that a second-rate
stage product now can’t be foisted on
the smaller cities any easier than on
New York.

| Next booking is Ethel Barrymore in
Whiteoaks on February 8.

| United Booking Office handles Knox-
ville dates on contract agreement with
Wilby-Kincey for its other Southern
cities.

!

couple of nights before it folded in
Charlotte. That show, with Doc Rock-
well the only name and Sibyl Bowen and
the Preisser Sisters the only talent to
speak of, did little business and didn’t
help the ones that came after. It also
proved to Knoxville theater men that
matinee time is a good time for the
cast to rest up for the night show.
You Can’t Take It With You, next on
the 1937 booking sheet, some six weeks

Louis-Lewis Go on NBC

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Buick Motors
Division of General Motors has con-
tracted with National Broadcasting Co.
to sponsor the heavyweight champion-
ship fight between Joe Louis and John
Henry Lewis on January 25 at Madison
Square Garden. Sponsor trying to get
155 stations, almost the entire Red and
Blue networks. Agency is Arthur Kud-
ner, Inc.

E. J. SARTELL, secretary of the Wis-
consin State Musicians’ Association, has
been re-elected prez of the Janesville
(Wis.) Musicians’ Association. Other
officers named are Robert G. Daly, vice- -
president; Alfred McGill, secretary, and
Clarence A. Foster, treasurer.

AFRA Takes NBC to Task
Before NLRB in Chicago

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—Charges were filed
here Friday with the National Labor
Relations Board against NBC by the
American Federation of Radio Artists,
citing the NBC Central Division as en-
gaging in unfair labor practices thru
intimidation of 13 production men who
designated AFRA as their bargaining
agent on November 21.

Specific incidents of such coercion
stated in the charge by AFRA were the
firing of Don Thompson on December 5,
a probation warning given to Lyle Barn-
hart and a complete refusal on NBC’s
part to recognize or bargain collectively
with the AFRA production men after
being notified by AFRA that a majority
of the men belonged to the union.

NLRB will investigate the charges
next week and then call NBC on the mat
to answer said charges. Interesting twist
is that Sidney Strotz, new acting vice-
president 1n charge, will probably be
called upon to defend NBC's status,since
Niles Trammell will be in New York
breaking into his new job as exec vice-
president there. C. L. Menser, who was
in charge of production men during the
union's activities with them, is now head
of programing in Strotz’ old post.

Ray Jones, local executive secretary for
AFRA, stated in an interview that the
NBC producers had of their own volition
asked to hecome AFRA members early
in November, and that since AFRA had
jurisdiction it saw fit to give them
applications. At the same time NBC
announcers joined AFRA, but NBC ac-
cepted recognition of their organizing.
Theory advanced here by AFRA members

is that the net does not want pro-
duction men in AFRA too as that
would mean the “loss” of all direct coh-
tact with what goes on in their studios.
AFRA already has the actors signed to
national sustaining contacts with NBC.

Trammell had no comment to make,
saying that he had not received any
official notice from the Labor Board re-
garding the charge. He will leave for
New York over week-end, according to
present plans, to be in New York by
Tuesday. It was learned thru other
sources, however, that NBC’s answer to
the charge will be that AFRA did not
have a majority of the men on its scroll.
This statement will be based on the fact
that Trammell holds a letter signed by
seven of the producers which reaffirms
their loyalty to the management and
satisfaction with things as they are.
These seven constitute a majority of the
total 13. According to AFRA, two of
these were recruited at the last minute,
two others resigned from AFRA after be-

ing intimidated thru loss of their jobs .

and six still belong to the union.

Have You
Studied

Harmony?

The grammar of Music is Harmony. If you
have not studied the subject, do not delay
any longer.

It is necessary to have a knowledge of these
basic facts in order to learn arranging. Learn to
analyze composlition. Gain a real understanding of
the basis of phrasing and accent, which [s Inter-
pretation, through a knowledge of the chords used.

Let me give you free, a practical demonstration
of the thoroughness of our methods and how easily
you can master our courses. Sample lessons will
be sent without obligation to you.

University Extension Conservatory
Dept. 22U, 1525 E. 53d St., Chicago, NI

Please send me free and without any
obligation full details of your Home
study Method, and also sample lessons
from the course I have checked.

[JPiano [JHistory of
Course for Musie
Students [JChoral
[JNormal Conducting
Course for [JPub. School
Teachers Music
[violin [JVoice
[Jcornet [JGuitar
CJTrumpet [JMandolin
[JHarmony [JClarinet
[JAdvanced [[JSaxophone
Composition [JPiano Accordion
Name ...ovvniinnennnnnnnannn.,
Street ...,
City covvniaa... , State ........

Get into the
Road Show Business

Hundreds of men are making big
money operating Talking Picture
Shows in theaterless communities.
We rent 16 mm talking pictures for
from $20 to $25 per week, and
rent and sell Projectors,

Write today

|deal Pictures Corporation

5 Dept. B.B.
28 East 8th Street, Chicago, lll."

STOCK TICKETS | Quality of Workman:hip and Stock, But the
ONE ROLLF(.:. .$ .50 Last Thing to be Considered in Ordering SPECIAL
FIVE ROLLS... 2.00 : PRINTED
Ten roLcs: | 3so ¥ I 'IC K. E:' I ) S Rl or Machine.
. 29, 00 ..$ 6.95

100 ROLLS ... 29.00 10,01
ROLLS 2,000 EACH. I 30,000 9.85

Double Coupons, Is the Price—But We Have That Also. 10583&? .. ;ggg
Ne °§“";° ;"‘;'ﬂ, | THE TOLEDO TICKET CO., ™'}, Shie- 1,000,000 .. 150.50

. . . al « 2 A,

Size: 8ingle Tlck,, 1x2", |  The Place Where Guod Tickets Come From. ° %uol:.ul:locorl:?:c':"
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Raclto Survey of Wtutamsport Pa.

BILLBOARD SURVEY MADE IN CITY USED BY JOINT COM-
MITTEE ON RADIO RESEARCH FOR EXPERIMENTAL PUR-

POSES

NEW YORK CITY STATIONS DOMINATE LIS-

TENING, WITH LOCAL STATION FAIR...C. & S., THOMAS,
BENNY VERY STRONG

By JERRY FRANKEN

THE latest center to be surveyed in

The Billboard’s series of radio pro-
gram studies is Williamsport, in
Lycoming County, Pa. At the outset
it is interesting to note that the Joint
Committee on Radio Research, repre-
senting broadcasters, advertisers and
advertising agencies, selected Lycoming
County as the ground for test work to
be conducted on various questionnaire
forms used by the joint committee.
This, in a way, establishes the county
as a good radio yardstick. Williams-
port is Lycoming County’s principal
city, and is located in the north
central portion of Peunsylvania. The
survey was conducted, on evening pro-
grams which are discussed in this por-
tion of the survey, from November 15
to November 21, 1938, inclusive. City
has one local radio station, WRAK, an
unaffiliated outlet, with 250 watt
power daytime, 100 watt power night-
tine.

Radio service in Williamsport, as
shown by this survey. conducted for
The Billboard by the Market Research
Corp. of America, stems mainly from
New York City’s 50,000 watt stations.
Philadelphia stations, altho geograph-
ically nearer, are not heard as much,
according to the survey, largely due to
natural barriers such as mountains,
There is also some reception from other
stations, suchk as WLW, Cincinnati;
WGY, Schenectady, and KDKA, Pitts-
burgh, but these stations are not heard
to any considerable extent.

Bucking the big league program
competition ont of New York, WRAK,
Williamsport’s local station, apparently

does a moderate programing job, altho,
as has been shown in previous surveys,
local station competition to network
stations is weaker during the evening
bours than during the day. WRAK
signs off at 10 p.m., but it will be
noted on the full-page chart covering
listening that no WRAK programs were
reported heard after 9 p.m. any eve-
ning -of the survey.

In making the survey on evening
listening, a total of 1,105 Williamsport
residents were interrogated. They were
called on the telephone during the
morning and asked if they had listened
to the radio the evening before. If the
answer was yes, they were asked to
name the programs they heard. Those
who had not listened were asked to
name their favorite programs and the
sponsors, if any, thereof, these data to
he presented in a later issue of The
Billboard. Of the 1,105 people, 507 said
they had used their radios the evening
before and 598 said no, a listening per-
centage of 45 per cent, satisfactory, if
not a little better than usunal. Wil-
liamsport’s favorite listening day as
shown by this survey is Sunday, when
more than half of the people, 53 per
cent, used their sets. Tuesday ranked
second, 51 per cent. The percentages
for each day are shown elsewhere in
this issue.

Listeners are also asked to nante the
station over which they heard the pro-
grams they name. In those cases where
the listenefs do not remember or did
not know the station, the chart lists
““DK.’’ It will be noted by a study
of the chart that comparatively few
listeners gave the *‘‘DK’’ answers,
leading to the belief that Williamsport

listeners practice, definitely, selectivity
of not only programs hut stations.

Leaders

The Chase & Sanborn program,
leader in all current radio surveys on
hour shows, holds this spot again in
the Williamsport study, followed by
the Alka-Seltzer barn dance. However,
Charlie McCarthy and company have
a more than two-to-one lead over the
Alka-Seltzer show. Programs follow-
ing the hillhilly melee are bunched
closer together, with Major Bowes, the
Iux dramatic show, the now defunct
‘‘Hollywood Hotel,”’ the Rudy Vallee
program and others shown. An inter-
esting comparison may be made be-
tween ‘‘Hollywood Hotel,’’ with 17
mentions, and Orson Welles’ Mercury
Theater, which succeeded it. Welles,
heard on WABC and WCATU, with one
““DK,’’ totaled but four mentions.

Jack Benny, another consistent
leader, holds his position in half-hour
shows in Williamsport, with two
comedy stanzas being tied for second.
These are Burns and Allen and Eddie
Cantor. Third is Al Jolson’s comedy-
variety program, with one less mention
than the tied deucers. Seth Parker
(Phillips Lord) is up pretty well in
the list, his 16 mentions bringing him
in as number four. Fibber McGee and
Jim McWilliams’ quizzery tied for fifth,
each tallying 14 mentions.

WRAK makes its first showing in the
leader list in the quarter-hour grouping.
In this division the No. 1 show is Amos
'n’ Andy by an overwhelmingly large
lead. A. ’n’ A. grabbed 52 mentions,
with WRAK’s ‘‘Sports Parade’’ tak-
ing second with 10 and another WRAK

Evening Use of
Radios at 45%

During Survey

Of 1,105 Williamsport residents
queried as to whether they used
their radio receivers during the eve-
nings of The Billboard survey in
that city, 507 said yes. This is a
percentage of 45 per cent. Sunday
and Tuesday were returned as the
days in which most people listened.
Figures for the week:

Day Listening Lis?e?fing Percentage
Sunday ..... 94 81 53 %
Tuesday .... 81 76 51%
Thursday ... 77 81 48%
Friday ..... 81 92 46%
Wednesday .. 42 62 40%
Saturday ... 70 107 39%
Monday .... 62 99 38%

show, a musical, ‘‘The Old Refrains,’’
third with five.

In the three-times-a-week quarter
hours, ‘‘Basy Aces’’ have a solid grip
on first place, ‘‘Mr. Keen’’ taking
second with just a bit more than half
of the ‘‘Aces’’ score. Walter Winchell
and Homer Rodeheaver are pretty close
in the once-a-week quarter-hour divi-
sion, Winchell taking first.

News Programs

WRAK again makes a strong bid
in its news programs, which must com-
pete with the web headliners, Lowell
Thomas, Edwin C. Hill and Gabriel
Heatter. Thomas, reported heard five
times a week, has a stranglehold on
the leading position with 84 mentions.
Two WRAK programs rank second and
third, this station’s 6 p.m, spot topping
its 7:30 spot. Hill and Heatter finished
close, Hill leading by a small margin,

Daytime programs will be analyzed
in next week’s issue of The Billboard.

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Vanette Hosiery
Mills Co., Dallas, will air Women’s
Fashion News over nine NBC stations in
the West, starting January 14. Set by
Grant Advertising, Chicago.

Leading Willi t P
8 P gram
HOUR AND ONE-HALF SHOW
(Reported Heard Once Weekly)
NBC Symphony Orchestra ........... N WJZ-65 DK-1 ... ... ccovivvivn... 7
-
HOUR SHOWS
' (Reported Heard Once Weekly)
Chase & Samborn Program .......... N WEAF-44; WLW.3; DK-12........ 69
Alka-Seltzer National Barn Dance...... N W|Z-25; WLW-3; WLS-2; DK-1.... 31
Major Bowes . .........c.c.0iiiian, N WABC-25; DK-2 . ................ 27
Lux Radio Theater.................. N WABC-20; DK-2 ..... 22
Hollywood Hotel ................... N WABC-15; DK-2 ...... 17
Good News of 39 . ... ............. N WEAF-14; WLW-3 17
Rudy Vallee Variety Hour . ........... N WEAF-13; KYW-1; 15
Kraft Music Hall . ................... N . WEAF-10; WLW-1; 12
Texaco Star Theater. ................ N WABC-11 ... ... 1
Ford Sunday Evening Hour............ N WABC-3; WCAU-1; DK-6 ......... 10
Kate Smith ....................... N WABC-9 ...l 9
Town Hall Tonight .................. N WEAF-T . e 7
45-MINUTE SHOW
(Reported Heard Once Weekly) .
Your Hit Parade ... ............... N WABC-15; DK-3 ................. 18
HALF-HOUR SHOWS
(Reported Heard Twice Weekly)
Guy Lombardo .................... N WABC-5; WEAF-3 .. ............. 8
Lone Ranger ....................... N WOR-T .. 7
(Reported Heard Once Weekly)
Jack Bemmy ....................... N WEAF-26;: WLW-3; WCY-1; DK-6 .. 36
Burns and Allen . ................... N WABC-18; DK~ ... ............. 19
Eddie Cantor ...................... N WABC-17: DK-2 ............... 19
Al Jolson ... .. ........... .. ... ... N WABC-10: WLW-1; DK-7 . ... .... 18
Seth Parker ., ........ ... ... ... L. N WJZ-11; KDKA-1: DW-4. .. .. .. ... 16
Fibber McGee and Co. .. ............. N WEAF-13; DK-1 ... ............. 14
Uncle Jim’s Question Bee ........... N WIJZ-14 . 14
Al Pearce and His Gang ............. N WEAF-9; DK-2 . ................. 1
Voice of Firestone ................. N WEAF-10; DK-1 .. ... .. ... ....... i1
Camel Caravan—Benny Goodman ... .. N WABC-9 ... ........ ... 9

Professor Quiz ..................... N WABC-9 ....... .. .. 9
Campana’s First Nighter ............ N WABC-8 . ...t 8
Edward G. Robinson—Big Town........ N WABC-5; DK-3 8
Waltz Time—Abe Lyman’s Orchestra....N WEAF-7; DK-1 8
March of Time .................... N WIZ-6 .......... 6
Ave Maria Hour ...............0.un L WRAK-4; DK-1 5
Hollywood Playhouse ................ N WIJZ-3; DK-2 ... ... ... ... 5
Those We Love ..............civn.. N WIZ-5 ... e 5
Warden Lewis E. Lawes.............. N WIZ-5 i 5
15-MINUTE SHOWS
(Reported Heard Five Times Weekly)
Amos *n’ Andy ......... ... . 0. N WEAF-33; WLW.-5; KYW-2; WSM-T1;
[ 21 % 13 53
ports Parade .................... L WRAK-10 . ... ... 10
he OIld Refrains .................. L WRAK-5 . ... 5
(Reported Heard Three Times Weekly)
EaSy ACES ..vvvneiiiniiiniiaaaas N WIZ-21 it e 21
Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persons....... N WJZ-11; DK-T . ... ... ... 12
(Reported Heard Twice Weekly)
Lum and Abner ............ ... ... ... N WABC-7; DK-1 ................. 8
Tom Mix Straight Shooters ........... N WIZ-5 e 5
The Revelers ..................... N WEAF-5 ... .. e 5
(Reported Heard Once Weekly)
Walter Winchell .. ................. N WJZ-8; DK-T .........ccininn.n 9
Homer Rodeheaver .................. L WRAK-6 . ... .ot 6
5-MINUTE SHOW
(Reported Heard Four Times Weekly)
Mystery Thriller .......... ... ....... L O WRAK-6 . .......ciiiiiinnninnnns 6
NEWS PROGRAMS
Lowell Thomas .................... N WJZ-80; WLW-2; DK-2 (5 times).. 84
News (6-6:15) ................... L WRAK-13 (6 times) ............. 13
News (7:30-7:45) . ... ............. L WRAK-8 (5 times) .............. 8
Edwin C. Hill (7:15-7:30)........... N WEAF-5
“ L WRAK-2 (3 times)............... 7
GCabriel Heatter .................. .. L WOR-4; DK-1 (3 times) .......... 5
SPECIAL EVENTS
Madison Square Garden Boxing........ N WIZ-8; WLW-1 (once) ........... 9
Protest Against Nazi Persecution by Cath- .
olic Hierarch (9-9:30) ........ L  WABC-3; WJZ-2; DK-1 (once}.... 6
Red Cross . ....cooveeninnnennnnnnn, L WRAK-5 (twice) .............. 5
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FROM NOVEMBER 15 TO NOVEMBER 21
Hour Programs Program Number Hour Programs Program Number
Listening Heard Orlgin Statlon Llistening Llistening Heard Origin Statlon Listening
5:00- 5:15 “The Affalrs of Anthony__ ___________ N wJIz 2| 8:00- 9:00 Rudy Vallee Varlety Hour . ____ N wLw 1
5:00- 5:15 DAR ___ . ______ L WRAK 2 8:00- 9:00 Kate Smith Hour____________.____ N WABC 9
5:00- 5:15 Dick Tracy_ - e N WEAF 1 8:00- 9:00 Orson 'Welles® Mercury Theater____ ____ N WABC 2
5:00- 5:30 Homer Rodehcaver____ _____________ L WRAK 2| 8:00- 9:00 Orson Welles’ Mercury Theater__ --N WCAU 1
5:00- 5:30 Uncle Ezra_ ______________________ N. KYyw 1 8:00- 9:00 Orson Welles’ Mercury Theater_ --N DK ki
5:00- 5:30 Uncle Ezra_ o _____ -N DK 1 8:00- 9:00 Citles Service Concert_ ______ __N WEAF 4
5:00- 5:30 Metropolitan Opera Auditions_ -N wJz 1 8:00- 9:00 Dance Hour—_______ ___ . _________ L WRAK 1
5:15- 5:30 The Johnson Famlly______ -N DK 1 8:05- 8:30 Al Donohue Orchestra______________ N WJZ 3
5:30- 5:45 The Old Refrains__._ . _____________ L WRAK 5 8:30- 9:00 Burns and Allen__________________ N WABC 18
5:30- 5:45 Don Winslow of the Navy___________ N wJz 3 8:30- 9:00 Burns and Allen___________.__.____ N DK 1
5:30- 5:45 Jack APMStrONG_ _ - oo N WEAF 1 8:30- 9:00 Al Jolson Show.._ N WABC 10
5:30- 5:45 Jack ArmStrONg_ - o o __ N DK 1 8:30- 9:00 Al Jolson Show__ N wLw 1
5:30- 6:00 Ave Marla Hour N WRAK 4 8:30- 9:00 Al Jolson Show__ N DK 7
5:30- 6:00 Ave Marla Hour_ N DK 1 8:30- 9:00 Voice of Firestone. . ____ ____ N WEAF 10
6:30- 6:00 Ben Bernie_.___.______ N WABC 1 8:30- 9:00 Voice of Firestone_ . _________ ____ N DK 1
5:45- 6:00 Tom Mix Stralght Shooters_ . ________ N wJzZ -3 8:30- 9:00 Professor Quiz. . ______________ N WABC ]
5:45- 6:00 Music by Cugat___________________ S WRAK 1 8:30- 9:00 Those We Love__ ___ . —.___ N WJIZ 1.3
5:45- 6:00 Little Orphan Annle________________ N DK 1 8:30- 9:00 Paul Whiteman’s Orchestra_ --N WABC 6
8:30- 9:00 Information, Please_______ --N WwWJZ I3
6:00- 6:05 Esso News Reporter________________ L wJz 1] 8:30- 9:00 Pick and Pat_.____ R -_N WABC 4
6:00- 6:15 News L WRAK 13| 8:30- 9:00 Fred Waring and Orchestra__________ N WEAF 3
6:00- 6:15 News L WABC 1 8:30- 9:00 Origlnal Play_ __________—__ _N wJz 8
6:00- 6:25 Nathaniel Shillkret’s Relaxation Time. L WEAF 2 8:30- 9:00 Say It With Words__ . ______.______ N WOR 1
6:00- 8:30 Uncle Don- oo~ L WOR 2| 8:30- 9:00 Morton Gould’s Orchestra___ --N WOR 1
6:00- 6:30 Catholic Hour __._________________ N DK 1] 8:30- 9:00 Tommy Dorsey and Orchestra --N WEAF 1
6:00- 7:00 New Friends of Music_____________ N wJzZ 1 8:30- 9:00 Hobby Lobby__ o ____ N wWJZ 1
8:05- 6:15 Erwin Glucksman Orchestra_________._ N wJz 1 8:30- 9:00 Rhythm in Rhythm Time__._____.____ L WRAK 1
6:15- 6:20 Mystery Thriller—_______ L WRAK 68 | 8:30- 9:00 Kampus Kickoff__ _________________ L WRAK 1
6:20- 6:45 Around the Town_______ L WRAK 3| s:30- 9:30 Rochester Philharmonic Concert______ N wJz 2
6:20- 6:45 American Famlly Robinson L WRAK 1
6:30- 6:45 Homer Rodeheaver_________________ L WRAK 8| 9:00- 9:15 Gabriel Heatter_ . __ L WOR a
6:30- 6:45 News _______ ' - L WOR 1 9:00- 9:15 Gabriel Heatter—__ L DK 1
8:30- 6:45 Today—Bob Trout_ . ___ N WABC 1 9:00- 9:30 Waltz Time—Abe Lyman’s Orchestra __ N WEAF 7
6:30- 7:00  The Laugh Liner—_____ - __________ N WABC 1 9:00- 9:30 Waltz Time: Abe Lyman’s Orchestra___ N DK o 1
6:30- 7:00 The Laugh Liner__ -N WCAU 1 9:00- 9:30 Protest Against Nazi Persecutlon by
6:30- 7:00 Tales of Today. L wLw 1 Catholic Hierarch_ ________—_____ WABC
6:45- 7:00 Lowell Thomas- .. N WwWJz 80 9:00- 9:30 Protest Against Nazi
6:45- 7:00 Lowell Thomas_ _ __ . _____________ N wLw 2 Catholic Hierarch___________.____ wJz 2
6:45- 7:00 Lowell Thomas_ - __________ N DK 2 9:00- 9:30 Protest Against Nazi
6:45- 7:00 Sports Parade . ______________ L WRAK 10 Catholic Hierarch_ ___________.___ DK 1
9:00- 9:30 Hollywood Playhouse_ _ WJIZ 3
7:00- 7:15 Amos WEAF 33 | 9:00- 9:30 Hollywood Playhouse__._ __ DK 2
7:00- 7:15 Amos wLwW 5| 9:00- 9:30 Manhattan Merry-Go-Round__________ N WEAF 4
7:00- 7:15 Amos KYyw 2| o9:00- 9:30 Hour of Charm___ e _ WEAF 2
7:00- 7:15 Amos DK 12| 9:00- 9:30 Hour of Charm____________________ DK 1
7:00- 7:15 Easy wJz 21 | 9:c0- 9:30 Battle of the Sexes_________________ WEAF 3
7:00- 7:15 Ed Hill WRAK 3| 9:00- 9:30 Radio: F. McNinch WABC 2
7:00- 7:15 Sports—Stan Lomax___________.___ L WoOoR 31 9:00- 9:30 Paul Martin and Orchestra___________ N wJz 2
7:00- 7:15 Waitz Time______________________ L WRAK 2| 9:00- 9:30 We, The People_ ___ o —__ N WABC - 2
7:00- 7:15 WRAK 1| 9:00- 9:30 Mary and Bob’s True Stories_________ N WJIZ 2
7:00- 7:30 Jack WEAF 28 9:00- 9:30 VOoX POP_ o e N WEAF 1
7:00- 7:30 Jack wLw 3 9:00- 9:30 Cuban-American  Chamber of  Com
7:00- 7:30 Jack way 1 DinnNer o e N DK 1
7:00- 7:30 Jack DK 6 9:00-10:00 Alka-Seltzer National Barn Dance____ N wyz 25
7:00- 7:30 Alias Jimmy Valentine______________ wJZ 4 | 9:00-10:00 Alka-Seltzer National Barn Dance____ N wLw 3
7:00- 7:30 Message of lIsrael__ . _______________ wJz 4| 9:00-10:00 Alka-Seltzer National Barn Danee.___N wLSs 2
7:00- 7:30 Artie Shaw’s Lincoln Hotel Orchestra wJz a3 9:00-10:00 Alka-Seltzer National Barn Dance____ N DK 1
7:00- 7:30 Saturday Night Swing Club_ N WABC 2 | 9:00-10:00 Major Bowes’ Amateur Hour_________ WABC 25
7:00- 7:30 Saturday Night Swing, Club__ N DK 1 9:00-10:00 Major Bowes’ Amateur Hour. DK 2
7:15- 7:30 Mpr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persoes______ N wJzZ 11 9:00-10:00 Lux Radio Theater_ _ __ . __ _________ WABC 20
7:15- 7:30 Mr. Keen, Tracer of Lost Persoms______ N DK 1 9:00-10:00 Lux Radio Theater_ _ _ . o _____ DK 2
7:15- 7:30 Lum and Abner_ __._____ _________ N WABC 7 9:00-10:00 Hollywood Hotel__ . ___ __________ WABC 15
7:15- 7:30 Lum and Abner _________________ N DK 1 9:00-10:00 Hollywood Hotel_____________ ____ DK 2
7:15- 7:30 N WEAF 5 9:00-10:00 Good News of 1939 WEAF 14
7:15- 7:30 L WRAK 2| 9:00-10:00 Good News of 1939_______ wLw 3
7:15- 7:30 L WOR 1 9:00-10:00 Ford Sunday Evening Hour_ WABC 3
7:45- 7:45 N WOR 2 9:00-10:00 Ford Sunday Evening Hour__________ WCAU 1
7:30- 7:45 News oo L WRAK 8 9:00-10:00 Ford Sunday Evening Hour__________ DK 8
7:30- 7:45 The Revelers__ -- N WEAF 5 9:00-10:00 Town Hall Tonight__.______________ WEAF 7
7:30- 7:45 Oscar Shumsky._..__ .. --N wJz 2| 9:00-10:00 Chicago City Opera Company_________ wJzZ 1
7:30- 7:45 Adrian Rollini’s Orchestra --N WEAF 2 9:30- 9:45 Walter Winchell wJdz 8
7:30- 7:45 Dick Gasparre’s Orchestra___________ N wJzZ 1 9:30- 9:45 Walter Winchell DK 1
7:30- 7:45 Don’t You Believe 1t_____________. N WOR 1 9:30-10:00 Fibber McGee and Company_._______ WEAF 13
7:30- 8:00 Eddle Cantor_._____ N WABC 17 9:30-10:00 Fibber McGee and Company_____.____ DK 1
7:30- 8:00 Eddie Cantor_______ . __ N DK 2 9:30-10:00 Camel Caravan — Benny Goodman’s
7:30- 8:00 Uncle Jim’s Question Bee N wJdz 14 Orchestra . _______ N WABC 7
7:30- 8:00 Seth Parker____ ___ . _____________ N wJz 11 9:30-10:00 Camel Caravan — Benny Goodman’s
7:30- 8:00 Seth Parker_ ___ __________________ N KDKA 1 Orchestra ___ _ o ____ N WABC 2
7:30- 8:00 Seth Parker____ N DK 4| 9:30-10:00 March of Time._ _________ --N wJz 8
7:30- 8:00 The Lone Ranger N WOR 7 9:30-10:00 Death Valiey Days__________._.__ --N WEAF a
7:30- 8:00 Joe Penner_ . _________ N WABC 3 9:30-10:00 American Album of Familiar Musc.—__ N WEAF 2
7:30- 8:00 Schaefer All-Star Revue L WEAF 2 9:30-10:00 American Album of Familiar Musc____ N DK 1
7:30- 8:00 Helen Menken: Second Husband______ N WABC 1 9:30-10:00 Saturday Night Serenade_ ___________ N DK 1
7:30- 8:00 Joe E. Brown_____________ N WABC 1 9:30-10:00 Moonbeams ______________________ N DK 1
7:30- 8:00 Colgate Ask-It Basket_____ N WABC 1 9:30-10:00 Pall Mall Program—-Eddie Duchin ___ N DK 1
7:30- 8:00 Wonder Show: Jack Haley_ N WABC 1 9:30-10:30 Texaco Star Theater - ____ N WABC 11
7:30- 8:00 The Right Thing To Do_—_________ N WEAF 1 9:30-10:30 Town Meeting of the Air_____ . ____ N wJZ 3
7:45- 8:00 Red Cross_ _ o __ L WRAK 5 9:45-10:00 Gabriel Meatter_ _ _ . N WOR 3
7:45- 8:00 Song Plotures . ________ N WJZ 3 9:45-10:00 frene Rich for Welch—__________ ___'N wJZ 2
9:45-10:00 Deep River Boys . ____________ N WABC 1
8:00- 8:30 Al Pearce and His Gang____________ N 'WEAF o
8:00- 8:30 Al Pearco and His Gang________.__._ DK 2] 10:00-10:15 Robert Benchley___________________ N WABC 1
8:00- 8:30 Campana’s First Nighter_____ . ______ WABC 8 | 10:00-10:30 Guy Lombardo’s Orchestra____ oo ____ N WABC 5
8:00- 8:30 Edward G. Robinson: Big Town WABC 5 | 10:00-10:30 Pepsodent Program: Bob Hope --N WEAF 3
8:00- 8:30 Edward G. Roblnson: Big Town_._____ N DK 3| 10:00-10:30 Pepsodent Program: Bob Hope__—.____ N DK 1
8:00- 8:30 Warden Lewis E. Lawes_____________ N wJz S | 10:00-10:30 Grand Central Station______________ N WABC 4
§:00- 8:30 Quaker Party_ _ ___________________ N WEAF 4 | 10:00-10:30 True or False_ N wJz 3
8:00- 8:30 Gang Busters_____________________ N WABC 2] 10:00-10:30 Guy Lombardo’s Orchestra___ ________ N WEAF 3
8:00- 8:30 Auto Show___________ wJdz 2} 10:00-10:30 Henry Weber’s Concert Revue --N ‘WOR 1
8:00- 8:30 The Monday Night Show.._.__ WABC 21 10:00-10:30 Henry Weber’s Concert Revue_.. --N DK 1
8:00- 8:30 Carson Robison’s Buckaroos wJz 1] 10:00-10:30 Horace Heldt’s Alemite Brigadiers -—N ‘WEAF 1
8:00- 8:30 Stars Over Manhattan.___ . ______.___ L WRAK 1 | 10:00-10:30 Dr. Christian: Jean Hersholt_ ... _____ N WABC 1
8:00- 8:30 One Man’s Family_ ___ __ . _ . _____ N WEAF 1 | 10:00-10:45 Your Hit Parade_ _ - o ______ WABC 16
8:00- 8:30 Johnny Presents: Russ Morgan_ --N WEAF 1 | 10:00-10:45 Your Hit Parade__ DK 3
8:00- 8:30 Universe of Melody_ WRAK 1 | 10:00-11:00 Kraft Music Hall__ WEAF 10
8:00- 8:30 Roy Shield Revue____ ___ wWJz 1 ]10:060-11:00 Kraft Music Hall__ wWLW 1
8:00- 9:00 Chase & Sanborn Program WEAF 44 | 10:00-11:00 Kraft Music Hall_ _ . ______________ DK 1
8:00- 3:00 Chase & Sanborn Program wLw 3| 10:00-11:00 Madison Sq. Garden Boxing_______._-N WJIZ 8
8:00- 9:00 Chase & Sanborn Program DK 12 { 10:00-11:00 Madison Sq. Garden Boxing_ wLw 1
8:00- 9:00 Rudy Vallee Variety Hour WEAF 13 |1 10:00-11:00 Kay Kyser’s College.._ .. _______ WEAF 4
8:00- 9:00 Rudy Vvallee Variety Hour KYyw 1 (See EVENING PROGRAM HEARD on page 8)
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Miller’s Coughlin Stand Leads

To Furor; Press

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31. — Neville
Miller’s blast at Father Coughlin broad-
casts has provoked much discussion in
Washington over the wisdom of his
words, and counterblast by Senator Bur-
ton K. Wheeler added fuel to the
flames as over the week-end the pros
and cons of ‘broadcasting policy waged
back and forth. Following the wide
circulation of the NAB stand on pro-
grams which incited religious and racial
hatreds, trade opinion in the capital
held its breath for reaction before com-
mitting itself one way or another. State-
ment by Wheeler to the Associated Press
assailed the idea that radio stations
should determine what should or should
not go over their stations. As the Mon-
tana solon asked: “Who is Mr. Miller
that he should set himself up to say
wlien free speech should be denied to
any citizen of the United States?” The
local trade asked in turn if it really was
Wheeler or whether it was only a re-
broadcast from KGIR in Butte, Mont.

Opposition to FPather Coughlin’s broad-
casts was a manifestation of “hysteria
which, unless it 1s checked, it apt to
lead us into war with Germany or some

other totalitarian power,” was the
opinion of Wheeler.
Alarmists, following the words of

Supports Radio

Wheeler, expressed the opinion that
Miller was right in his conclusion, but
that he shouldn’t have voiced it. The
reasoning appears to follow along the ideas
that Miller was only expressing something
that existed all along—that broadcasters
have exercised their prerogative of
selecting their own program material all
along—but it should be secret. 'To hold
publicly that broadcasters should do
that, in some opinions, is to put In the
hands of zealots and pressure groups the
weapons they need to get “chiseling”
legislation jammed thru Congress, Edi-
torials from the nation’s press as clip-
pings are being forwarded to Washing-
ton indicate that the press is inclined to
agree with Miller. On Wednesday of
this week the potent Baltimore Sun, in
an editorial almost a column length,
sided with radio.

It is believed here that all the talk is
just as well for radio, because the more
radio is discussed the more it is argued,
the more it is blamed and the more it
is praised—the greater will be theg in-
terest. When the general public takes
an interest in the subject, then pressure
groups and minority interests will find
the going a whole lot tougher—at least
that opinion is being entertained by
many here.

Press Radio End
Stirs Much Talk

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Collapse of the
Press Radio Bureau, after CBS and NBC
ceased taking service this week after a
disagreement with James Barrett, PR
manager. stirred considerable talk in
trade circles. Principal reason is that
Press Radio was an lmportant gesture
by the two principal networks to the
strongly dominant anti-radio faction
within the Newspaper Publishers’ Asso-
ciation. That the networks did not need
PR was demonstrated by continuance
of their news service bulletins from
Unitec Press. Clash between network
execs and Barrett was caused over finan-
cial arrangements. Barrett, when the
bureau was formed, was made both the
manager and financial director. It is
reported that Barrett told chain officials
that the internal policies of PRB did
not affect the webs.

Important now is the question of pos-
sible reaction by publishers against not
only the networks, but radio in general.
In the past two years this problem, al-
ways a touchy one, has become more
acute as newspaper revenue decreased.
Edwin Priendly, of The New York Sun,
is now trying, at last reports, to amel-
lorate matters.

PRB was formed several years ago
thru agreement between the publishers
and networks taking news from AP, UP
and INS. PR’s importance was lessened
when United Press started selling its

services to radio as a result of the suc-
cess of the Transradio News Service
started by Herbert Moore, former CBS
news executive. INS soon followed in
selling news. AP directors have vetoed
such a plan, brought up several times
at their annual meetings.

Try Ac’t Execs
As Stars—--Cantor

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.— Advertising
agencies finally broke down and ad-
mitted all in last meeting with Ameri-
can Federation of Radio Artists, radio
union seeking contract covering com-
mercial programs. Agency execs opined
what others have insisted upon a long
time, namely, that the agencies are not
in the show business but in the adver-
tising business.

Eddie Cantor, president  of AFRA,
told the ad men to put a couple of their
advertising men on the ailr and check
on sales results.

Meeting arrived at no conclusive re-
sults. Agencies asked and were granted
another week’s time. Next confab sched-~
uled between January 3 and 8. It is
understood AFRA will give no more
time.

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Smoke Dreams,
canceled before Christmas by H. Fend-
rich, Inc., returns to National Broad-
casting Co. beginning Tuesday, February
21. Goes on 17 stations if and when
available. Set by Ruthrauff & Ryan
Chicago office.

Evening Programs Heard in Williamsport, Pa.

FROM NOVEMBER 15 TO NOVEMBER 21

. (Continued from page 7)

Hour Programs Program Listening
Listening Heard Origin Statlon Number
10:00-11:00 Good Will Hour__________________ N WOR 3
10:00-11:30 NBC Symphony Orchestra___________ N WJz 6
10:00-11:30 NBC Symphony Orchestra_.__________ N DK 1
10:30-10:45 Uncle Ezra_______________________ N WEAF 1
10:30-11:00 Henry Weber’s Pageant of Melody_____ N WOR 1
10:30-11:00 It Can Be Done: Edgar Guest—_______ N " WABC 1
10:30-11:00 Cheerio ______________ ___________ N WJZ 1
10:30-11:00 Peopls 1 Have  Known: Ransom

sherman ___________ __________. N WwWJz 1
10:45-11:00 Story Behind the Headlines__________ N WEAF 1
11:00-11:05 Press Radio News—________________ N wJz 3
11:00-11:08 Press Radio News WEAF 1
11:00-11:05 Esso News_ _____ . . __._______ wJz 1
11:0011:10 John B. Kennedy Looks at the News___L WABC 1
11:00-11:16 - Paul Sullivant News_______________ L wLw 3
11:00-11:15 Amos and Andy—.____ . _ __________ N wWsMm 1
11:15-11:45 Tommy Dorsey’s Orchestra___________ N WOR 1
11:30-12:00 Lou Breeze's Orchestra_. _____________ N DK 1
11:45-12:00 Mitchell Ayres’ Orchestra____________ N WOR 1
12:00-12:30 Sammy Kaye’s Orchestra____________* N DK 2
12:00-12:30 Artie Shaw’s Hotel Lincoln Orchestra___ N DK 1
12:30- 1:00 Lights Out. N DK 1

This survey prepared for The Billboard by Market Research Corp. of America.

being listed at 117.5 per cent.

four parks. Five banks and one trust
and resources of $15,355,162.
Williamsport has 14,300 families

is part cwner of local station, WRAK.

during survey period were:

Cold Rialtn:

Cloudy, sun-

Nov. 21 Fair— Capitol:

Park:
Tuesday thru Sunday, November

day, a grab bag show at high school

miles away.

Wednesday and Friday reported good.

Analysis of Radio Opposition
During Williamsport Survey

Census of 1930 credits Williamsport, Pa., with a population of 45,729,
with 56,546 attributed to Greater Willlamsport. Williamsport is chiefly in-
dustrial, and business conditions in the last six months have shown improve-
ment as compared to last year. Wages are up and employment better, altho
unseasonable warm fall weather retarded retail business somewhat..

Principal Williamsport industries include Lycoming Mfg. Co., maker of
automobile, marine and airplane engines; Spencer Heater Co.; Armour Leather
Co., operating the largest cut-sole factory in the United States; Cromar Co.,
maker of oak flooring; National Silk Dyeing Co., and other factories.

Employment figures for Williamsport district are the highest in the State,

City has 17 public schools, two parochial schools and one private prepar-
atory school with an accredited junior college. There are 60 churches and

number 5,889. Lycoming County has 89.4 per cent radio set ownership. 'It is
covered by The Williamsport Sun and The Gazette and Bulletin, Williams-
port papers carry radio programs but not editorial comment. Sun-Gazette Co.

From amusement angle, city has four motion picture theaters whose seat-
ing capacity totals 7,000; one legitimate theater, seating 1,200; three golf
courses, one baseball park and 13 supervised playgrounds. Theater attractions

¢‘Men With Wings’?
““Great Waltz’’ N
Karlton: ‘‘We’re Going To Be Rich’’
Keystone: ‘‘Juvenile Court’’
‘‘Garden of the Moon”’

‘‘Men With Wings’’

Karlton: ‘‘Hold That Co-Ed”’

‘¢Personal Secretary’’

¢¢Four Daughters’’

“‘Just Around the Corner’’

‘¢‘Spring Madness’’
Karlton: ‘‘Hold That Co-Ed’’
Keystone: ‘‘Personal Secretary’’
Park: ‘‘Four Daughters’’

Nov. 18..Variable— Capitol: ‘‘Just Around the Corner’’

Rialto: ‘‘Spring Madness’’

Date Weather Theater—Attraction
Nov. 15......Fair— Capitol:
Cold Rialto:
Park:
Nov. 16...... Fair— Capitol:
Cold Rialto: ‘‘Spring
Keystone:
Park:
Nov. 17...... Fair— Capitol:

shine; rain in Xarlton: ‘‘Courage of the West’’
evening Keystone: ‘‘Stranger From Arizona’’
Park: ‘‘Stablemates’’

Nov. 19...... Rain— Capitol: ¢‘Just Around the Corner’’
Rialto: ¢‘The Shining Hour’’ .
Karlton: ‘‘Courage of the West”’
Keystone: ‘‘Stranger From Arizona’’
Park: ‘‘Stablemates’’

Nov. 20.Fair, warm— Theaters not open (Sunday)

‘‘Thanks for the Memory’’
Rialto: ‘‘The Shining Hour’’
Karlton: ‘‘The Midnight Intruder’’
Keystone: ‘‘Swing That Cheer’’
Park: ‘‘Valley of the Giants’’

Nov. 22...... Fair— Capitol: ‘‘Thanks for the Memory’’

Warm Rialto: ‘‘The Shining Hour’’

Karlton: ‘‘Midnight Intruder’’
Keystone: ‘‘Swing That Cheer’’

‘‘Valley of the Giants’’

held meetings. Attendance was 500 Tuesday, 600 Wednesday, 800 Thursday
and 200 Friday. On Tuesday there was a Hadassah Ball church service; on
Wednesday the Knights of Columbus Hall had a card party and dance; Thurs-

Friday, the Women’s Missionary Meeting had a grab bag show; Saturday,
Shrine Club held a ladies’ night party and on Sunday there was an afternoon
and evening meeting held at the synagogue.

In sports, Saturday the South Williamsport football team played Milton,
and Bucknell Home-Coming Day football game was held at Lewisburg, 30

Thursday and Saturday are principal shopping days,

company have deposits of $11,571,072

and 11,767 dwellings. Homes owned

Madness’’

15-20, Homer Rodeheaver, evangelist,

and open house at Roosevelt School;

with Tuesday,

New NBC Line-Up
All Set for Chicago

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—Top bracket staff
at NBC here has finally simmered into
some semblance of order following Niles
Trammell’s appointment as executive
vice-president to New York. Final ar-
rangement puts Sidney Strotz, program
department head, into Trammell’s chair
as active vice-president in charge of the
Central division, with C. L. Menser com-
ing up from production head to take
over the former’'s program director
duties. Menser’s former assistant, Jules
Herbuveaux, will jump into his old spot,
with Wyn Wright, former production
man, being brought up to assist. Vacancy
left by Alex Robb, head of NBC artists’
service, has not been filled, according
to Strotz, but decision will be forth-
coming within a week or so.

Another move made by Trammell be-
fore his departure was the setting up of

a department of Information designed
especially for direct contact with the
public. New section will take care of
all mail and phone queries and will be
under supervision of Bill Ray, NBC press
head. Marge Niess will be in charge,
with Margaret Hoffman assisting. An-
other member yet to be appointed will
handle all phone calls, a duty which
was formerly carried by the night man-
ager. Angle here is to prevent a cus-
tomer or listener from getting Kkicked
around from department to department
before finding the desired dope.

Para Plugs Plugs

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31.—To answer
need of air plugs to.help sell flicker
product to public, Paramount has as-
signed Bob Hussey from publicity
staff to head new radio exploitation
department. Hussey will have charge
of arranging Paramount flicker
“names” for guest spots on air shows.
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“The Market Basket”
Vaughn DeLeath

Reviewed Monday, 10-10:15 am.
Style—Songs. Sponsor—Meigs & Co.,
Conlin Co., Park City Laundry, Metro
Qil Co. Station—WICC (Bridgeport).

Vaughn DePFeath back again on the
air, with a voice just as chock-full of
personality as when she made her debut
with advent of radio itself. Gives out
with all her old zest and energy.

Commercial announcements are given
a novel twist with Miss DeLeath speak-
ing about the products of the four spon-
sors in a dialog with Bill Elliott of the
station announcing staff between her
numbers. Lefkowitz.

“Words Without Musie”

Reviewed Sunday, 5-5:30 p.m. Style
—Free. Sustaining on Station WABC
(CBS network).

Norman Corwin’s Words Without Mu-
sic is so different it bulges when stuffed
into existing program categories. Yet it
is not freakish. Rather it's an ingenious
novelty which tempers the experimental

urge with showmanship. Weekly con-
struction shift prevents characterizing
the show as poetic reading, narration,
drama or comedy. It is one of these
one week at a time. leaning toward the
dramatic-comedy medium for the Christ-
mas broadcast.

The holiday was a good test, with
Corwin’s production withstanding the
onslaught beautifully. In competition
with a heavy run of Christmas programs.
he bucked the plethora of tripe with a
fantasy matched only by the Santa Claus
legend itself and a bit of homely obser-
vation about this world of ours,

Thus there unraveled The Plot To
Overthrow Christmas. Nero, Haman and
bedfellows conspired to abolish mortals’
annual happiness by destroying Santa
Claus, Nero, emissary, not only failed
in his assignment but became a convert
to the peace on earth, good will to men
dictum. Recounting the story is not
adequate appraisal. The dialog was a
bit of finesse. It’s smart, but not too
much so.

Worcds Without Music is grand enter-
tainment. Further, it is a family at-
traction. and a worthy compatriot of
Information Please as a pioneer for in-
telligent product. Weiss.

White House Says
No FCC Overhaul

WASHINGTON, Dec. 31.—Presumably
due to a recent column hy Drew Pearson
and Robert S. Allen. President Roosevelt
was asked by reporters at his press con-
ference this week whether there would
be a reorganization of the FPCC. A flat
no is the reported answer. Altho much
discussion has followed reports of a Cor-
coran bill to re-map the Communica-
tions Commission, the matter was re-
stricted to questions and answers by the
press and Chairman Frank R. McNinch.
However. the character sketches of the
FCC by Pearson and Allen gave an au-
thentic air to shake-up rumors when the
pair prefaced thelr column with the note
that Roosevelt had privately said that
“what this Administration needs is a
few decapitations.” Thereafter the two
writers nominated for “decapitation” all
of the FCC with the exception of Mc-
Ninch.

Vitriolic  descripticns  characterized
Commissioner Craven as an ex-Navy
man who as '‘a policy-making executive
is beyond his depth.” Payne was classed
as one who is not disposed to cure the
evil; “he only likes to root.”” The col-
umnists rate the balanhce of the com-
mission as ‘“deadwood.” Sykes a ‘“‘cigar-
smoking Mississippi politician . . hot
worried about the dangers of monopoly
or mismanagement or bad taste in the
radio industry, declares it is sound and
clean.” Brown is “cherubic and likable
(whose) ideas of radio regulaticn are not
vigorous ponderous in thought,
noncommittal in answer.” Case has an
aristocratic iearing, they say, but “aside
from this his chief qualifications for the
PCC are plenty of money and a strong
distaste for work.” Walker a ‘“weak and
ineffectual member.”

To observers close to the scene, how-
ever, one bad thing about the column
was that it was more important for its
omissions than its inclusions. When a
seven-man commission can have such

BILLY

SWANSON

and his MUSIC
ON TOUR

Migt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS.

thoroly poor timber in its make-up there
must be a joker when one man is ex-
cepted, according to Washington views.
Thus the pair made an exception for the
man who knew the least about radio,
who has shown more inclination to be
a radio czar than any other.

Avoid Dictators,
Trammell Warns

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.— Keeping radio
“free” is the biggest problem confront-
ing the broadcasting industry now, ac-
cording to Niles Trammell, new exec
vice-president of NBC. Trammell made
this statement Tuesday at a luncheon
thrown by radio scribes here in his
honor. He stressed particularly the re-
cent public “misunderstanding” of
broadcasters’ clamping down on religious
and social agitators and claimmed that
listeners should be more {fully ac-
quainted with the industry’s policy re-
garding these speeches; namely, that of
impartially giving time to both factions
when it felt there was something con-
structive to be gained by it.

Trammell elaborated by stating that
freedom of radio in the future hinged
on its ability to pay its own way and
that so far it had heen able to do so
only because there were but four nets
in operation and not more. More would
increase the time supply to a point where
the demand for time would end, leaving
the chain in a financial slump and
making them vulnerable to dictating
groups or individuals. “With radio in
its new-found position of being a highly
powerful molder of public opinion on
social courses.” Trammell said, ¢“any
monopolistic dictatorship of radio means
a dictator for the entire country.”

The departing NBC exec also lamented
over widened radio and the press breach.
He commented that both now had the
common problem of protecting their
freedom.

Shortly after setting up his belongings
in New York Trammell will trek to the
Coast for a couple of weeks around
January 9. He expects to be traveling a
good portion of his time after that also,
he said.

LINCOLN, Neb, Dec. 31.— Reported
here KMMJ, Clay Center, Neb., will
move to Grand Island, Neb., by June 1.
KMMJ is managed by Randy Ryan and
owned by Don Searle, general manager

of Central States Broadcasting Co.
Grand Island, Nebraska’s third town in
trade importance and population, is

figured better than Clay Center (6,000).

Nightly at the Hawaiian Room,

HOTEL LEXINGTON

New York.

RAY KINNEY —

and his Native HAWAIIAN
NOW APPEARING

And on the Air via NBC Saturdav, 1:30 P.M.—Sunday, 11:30 P.M

ORCHESTRA

Also with His ATL.OHA MAIDS
in the New Musical Hit,

"HELLZ APOPPIN"

Rﬁaiﬁ 7.&[8%{ By JERRY LESSER ,

APPY NEW YEAR! There’s only one

resolution I'm making this year that
affects you. I'll never deliberately take
a rap at anyone. However, I'll never
offer praise either unless deserved. I'm
still young (as a columnist) and it's
swell to know that my stuff is being
appreciated. This is your column; it's
for you and it’s about you. I’ll try to
make it informative and at the same
time interesting. However, I may slip
once in a while, so if you think you
know something about yourselves that
you think I ought to know please pass
it along to me.

Roy Post, author and criminologist,
has just been assigned the radio
rights to Simon & Schuster’s “We
Saw It Happen.” Should make a
terrific air show. . Irving Reis
dropped into town for a few days’
stay. He's now married. . . Billy
Hodapp spent the holidays with his
folles in Louisville, Ky.; Jay Jostyn
went to Milwaukee; Warren Parker
to Detroit; Ken Daigneau to Austin,
Tex. . . . Adalaide Klein is substi-
tuting for Betty Garde on the
“Lorenzo Jones” script for the week,

as Betty is out of town with the new
Abbott show, “Primrose Path.” . . .
Walter Greaza plays Inspector Ross
on the Tuesday night “Perfect Crime”
series. . . . Johnny Kane and Cledge
Roberts are now on the new “Loft”
show on WOR. . Peter Cappell
starts a new role on “Central City,”
that of District Attorney Greer. . . .
Grace Valentine, who does Minnie
Grady on the “Stella Dallas” strip, is
in rehearsal with the new Kaufman-
Hart show, “The American Way,” to
open at the Center Theater. o a
Tom Davies, NBC actor, has written
a comedy mystery drama which may
soon see a Broadway theater. Tom
wrote many successfut vaudeville
seripts in the past.

After Fred Allen’s program last week,
on which Murray (Looney) Lewis worked
for the second time, there was consider-
able talk in the NBC studios that Lewis
impressed as a comic who would go far.
He was responisble for a series of suc-
cessive belly laughs, doing his double
talk. Allen touches, such as ending the
double nonsense with sentences, and Al-
len giving Lewis the double, aided plenty.

(Lvertisers and agencies UL AmeERMAN

OHN U. REBER, radio head of J.

Walter Thompson, to the Coast for
preliminary work on the Kellogg variety
program. Ed Rice, writer on the
Chase & Sanborn show ,in town vaca-
tioning. So he went to work on an audi-
tion job. Blaine Butcher getting
sunburned in Florida, Rockwell-
O'Keefe producing Enna Jettick pro-
gram. Will have D’Artaga’s Orchestra,
Jimmy Ficlds, Ed Smalle and the Seven
Voices, opening February 18 on CBS for
13 weeks. Tom Slater, WOR an-
nouncer, a father to a boy the day after
Christmas.

Kelly-Smith, stations reps, report @
117 per cent increase for five sta-
tions on the Alabama mnet. . 0
Metropolitan Life program, if and
when it arrives, will be edited by
Tom Everitt, new to Young &
Rubicam’s radio departinent. Everiti
was on air and newsreel versions of
March of Time. . . . Bennett Larson,
formerly with NBC, J. Stirling
Getschell and other agencies, now
with Y&R producmg staff. .
Franchot Tome and the McFarlard

Twins guest January 12 on Kate
Smith program. . . Leslie Howard
and Rita Johnson will guest on
Silver Theater January 8.

REGG WILLIAMSON, of Pedlar &

Ryan, vacationing in Californta.
0 .Russell Pierce, Warwick & Legler
publicity man, now mulling plans for
a barnstorming tour of South America
with two pro football teams,
Procter & Gamble likely to add a couple
of new stations for Camay. . Kitty
Keene added to CJOR, Vancouver, and
CFRB, Toronto, for Ivory Flakes begin-
ning January 2.. . Benton & Bowles
going into 10 major markets with tran-
scriptions for Post's 40 Per Cent Bran
as a test. . Art Van Harvey, Vic of
Vic and Sade, back in studio after re=-
cent illness. . Cook & Doherty, pub-
licity firm, have split up. Al Cook con-
ttnues the business, with Joe Hevesi
associated. Henry Doherty will go into
artist representation. . Jack Berch,
singer, begins a series of twice-weekly
broadcasts over WEAF January 11 for
Sweetheart Soap. Pranklin Bruck is the
agency.

elt('cagﬁ a('fz gz'.;('e G By HAROLD HUMPHREY

RCH OBOLER hustled back to New

York after spending Christmas with
his mother and expects to open his new
play there soon in preference to snapping
at some attractive Hollywood radio offers.

. Tony Wons expects to come out of
his long hibernation period at his home
in Kenosha, Wis., soon and will do his
first shot as a guest on Hal Tate's gossip
show over WBBM. . Ferris & Liv-
ingstone, publicity firm, has grabbed
Frankie Masters’ account. . .. Marge Kerr,
NBC press department, spent the holi-
days in Cincinnatt with her husband,
who is musical director of the Avalon
Time show. . . . Gale Page. Chi radio
canary, who made gcod in the ‘movies,
leaves the home town again next Thurs-
day for the Coast and more picture
making. . . . Eddie Chase, WCFL emsee,
has ducked out to Californta on a busi-
ness mission. »

One of the mets here has already
taken television options on three of
Chi’s tallest office buildings. . . .
Merry Garden Ballroom shoved up
the date for putting in that NBC
wire and started its net airing New
Year’'s Eve, dropping the WJJD local
wire and kicking in with $100 per
week to NBC. ... Quin Ryan finally
returned to his WGN tasks after that
long sick spell. . .. That rumor about
Ted Weems retiring from orkdom
was n. g. and plans are all set for
spotting the band on the Fitch radio
show for January 22. . .. Madeline
Chace spotted her 6-year-old daugh-
ter on her “Lightning Jim” shot
over WGN to give the young lady a
taste of the mike. . ! . Lavinia
Schwartz, WBBM educational di-
rector, off to Springfield this week
for Illinois Teachers’ Meet. . . . An-

dre Kostelanetz was feted in grand
style thruout the week while here
to guest on Eddie Guest’s “It Can
Be Domne” show.

From Waéouua

ILLIAM A. SCHUDT JR., general

manager of WKRC, Cincinnati, spent
Christmas at Charlotte, N. C., his old
territory. Dick Williamson, WKRC sales
manager, at home in Chicago for
Christmas. Weaver Brothers and
Elviry troupe, presenting a benefit per-
formance together with radio performers
from KWTO-KGBX, Springfield. Mo.,
recently, drew the biggest crowd in the
history of the city. Held at the Shrine
Mosque, which seats 5,000, ordered doors
closed and 1,500 turned away. George
Wilson, of station staff, emseed radio
part of program, which included Mike
Dosch, Bob and Dick Stahl, Jim and
Bob, Willie Wells, Johnnie Thomas, Ish
Irwin, Curley and Nina Hansuld, John
Borowski, Tootie Bennett, Al Stone, Lon-
nie McAdams and others. Show was to
ald Salvation Army raise Christmas
baskets.

HOLLYWOOD TALK: Jimmy Burton
will script KHJ’s Eight o’Clock Clipper
program. . . Murray Bolen takes pro=-
duction reins of the Jello show when
Tom Harrington bows out January 1.
. . Norman Sullivan is set for writing
assignment for Bob . Hope-Pepsodent
show. . Jaime del Villa has been
upped to director of Don Lee televish
unit. Formerly supervisor of transcrip-
tions for the web. . . Cecll Howard
inked contract to script part of Chase
& Sanborn show.
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ASCAP’S 1939 HEADACHE.

Music Hems

SONGS AND SUCH-—Ken Hecht and
Sid Bass hope to create a sensation in
tune circles with their latest effusion
along novelty lines, For Why? For Why?
For Why? Frank Mansfield has just
published his newest tune, Think It
Over. Otto Cesanna picked Duke Elling-
ton to Introduce his recently completed
Swing Symphony, his third published
symphonic work, with the premiere set
for early in the new year.

PARAGRAPH—Modern
Publishing Co., New York,

PUBLISHERS’
Melodies

comes up for membership consideration

by ASCAP this month. Robbins has ex-
clusive publishing rights to Run Little
Chillun, title song of the successful Hall
Johnson West Coast production. Firm
also signed Johnson to a year’s contract.

HOLLYWOOD HIGHNOTES—Roy Del
Ruth will megaphone 19 Irving Berlin
tunes not used in Alerxander’s Ragtime
Band in that hit’s follow-up, Rose of
Washington Square. Chet Forrest and
Bob Wright, MGM staff lyricists, have
written a new set of words for Drigo’s
Serenade, which they renamed Love’s
Serenade for Nelson Eddy’s use in Song
of the West.

ASCAP Safe in Neb.
With New Att.-Gen.

LINCOLN, Neb., Dec. 31.—ASCAP takes
heart in Nebraska, partially secure in
the hope that Walter Johnson, incoming
attorney-general, won’t be as tough
about the last Legislature’s anti-ASCAP
law as Dick Hunter, who was defeated
at the polls last month. Reason is based
on Johnson’s previous thought on the
matter. He was a legislator when the
bill was passed, and refused to cast his
vote when it was being considered, feel-
ing it was unconstitutional.

Failing to come up in Federal Court
on a constitutionality test in December.
it was the last chance the present at-
torney-general’s office had to take a
last crack in favor of the bill as it
stands. It
won’t fight very hard on the matter,
altho he has made no statement other
than to tell newspaper men he didn’t be-
lieve the bill was constitutional when it
was passed, and had given it no further
thought to change his mind.

The bill, entered by Senator Frank
Brady, sought to restrain all music com-
bos from price fixing, not naming
ASCAP specifically, but describing it
perfectly. FPixed $5,000 as the penalty
for each violation.

“Lambeth Walk” Leads
Germany’s Hit Parade

BERLIN, Jan. 2—Year end finds an
English and an American song leading
the best record and sheet music sellers
in Germany. Top favorite among the
dance tunes is London's Lambeth Wall,
along with Donkey Serenade from the
Firefly movie. The same songs lead the
list of tunes most played on the air, as
well as those most frequently heard in
balirooms and night clubs, with Flat Foot
Floogie; Music, Maestro, Please and Says
My Heart as runners-up.

The following American films have
been showing during December here:
Chicago, Merrily We Live and Tropic
Night. The long-awaited Rosalie has Just
been announced, and an English com-
pany will soon show an all-colored film,
Drums.

“Policy”” Score to Davis

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—For the first
time Joe Davis Music Co. adds the en-
tire score of a Broadway musical pro-
duction to its catalog. Davis is pub-
lishing all the tunes from Michael Ash-
wood’s all-colored Policy Kings. Songs,
written by Louis Douglass and James P.
Johnson, include Deed I Do Blues,
Walkin’ My Baby Back Home, Havin’ a
Ball, I'm Gonna Hit the Numbers Today,
Harlem Number Man, Dewey Blues; You,
You, You, and Harlem Woogie. Last
two tunes have been recorded by Tommy
Dorsey.

is believed that Johnson .

Cleet-Music Leaders

(For Week Ending December 31)
Acknowledgment is made to Maur-
tce Richmond’s Music Dealers’ Service,
Inc.,, Music Sales Corp. and Ashley
Music Supply Co., of New York; Lyon
& Healy; Carl Fischer, Inc.; Gamble
Hinged Music Co. and Western Book
and Stattionery Co., of Chicago.
Position
Last Wk. This Wk.
1. My Reverie
. Two Sleepy People
. Deep in a Dream
. All Ashore
. The Umbrella Man
. You Must Have
Beautiful Baby
. You're the Only Star in My
Blue Heaven
8. They Say
9. This Can't Be Love
10. FDR Jones
11. Heart and Soul
12. Have You Forgotten So Soon?
13. 1 Won’t Tell a Soul
14. While a Cigaret Was Burning
15. Jeepers Creepers
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Classification First Problem
On Calendar for the New Year

‘Strong agitation in ranks of pubs against present sysiem
— Carl Fischer catalog performed most — Harms

second — changes expected by March

e .

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Establishing a more equitable basis for distribution of
income by American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers to its publisher
members is the Society’s most important task with the new year and one which
it intends to iron out first before turning to the matter of renewals on broadcast-

ing licenses expiring December 31, 1939.

Drastic changes in the present system

of publisher classification will be made by ASCAP possibly before the next quar-

terly dividend (due in March).

Scale for Arrangers Set

NEW YORK, Dec. 31—New contract
between Local 802, AFM, and Music Pub-
lishers’ Protective Association for ar-
rangers, copyists and pianists for pub
houses was ratified this week. Wages
under the new pact, which runs for two
years, remain the same, with an increase
for arrangers in the employ of music
pubs. Song houses also acquiesced to
the musicians’ union demand that their
part-time employees come under the
Social Security laws.

Air Ban Was Pitt Succor

PITTSBURGH, Jan. 1. — Musiclans’
union month-long ban on remote broad-
casts last suinmer to focus attention on
Pitt bands and musicians bears more
fruit. Harry Begley and Wanda Shiner
have been booked by Music Corp. of
America into St. Louis’ Statler Hotel; Pete
DelLuca, now in Steubenville, O., with a
small band for the latter office, is slated
for Southern touring; and two other local
combos are reported under MCA observa-
tion for possible pacting. Brad Hunt’s
12-piece band and Dave Gifford’s four-
some are reputedly being readied for MCA,
which formerly booked scores of orks into
Pittsburgh but took few out for develop-
ing. Helen Jillson, trombonist, is an-
other localite being eyed by a big-timer,
Phil Spitalny the interested party.

Songs With Most Radio Plugs

‘Thanks’ Leads All; ¢ Jeepers’

Creeps, But‘Christmas’Dives

Songs listed are those receiving 10 or more network plugs (WJZ, WEAF, WAEC)
between. 5 p.m.-1 a.m. week days and 11 am.-1 am. Sundays, for the week ending

Thursday, December 29.

Independent plugs are those received on WOR, WNEW,

WMCA and WHN. Film tunes are designated as “F,” musical production num-
bers as “M.” Based on data supplied by Accurate Reporting Service.

Position Title Publisher Plugs
7 1. Thanks for Everything (F)............ Robbins 41 32
12 2. Jeepers Creepers (F).....cooenerinnnn. Witmark 34 27
5 3. Deep in a Dream........ooeveeeenenn Harms 33 25
7 4. This Can’t Be Love (M).............. Chappell 25 22
2 5. You Must Have Been a Beautiful ‘
Baby (F)..veeuiiernnennnaecnnsonns Remick 24 24
3 5. My Reverie ........cocoeeeeeeeeencnnns Robbins 24 21
5 6. Two Sleepy People (F)............... Famous 21 22
8 7. What Have You Got That Gets Me? (F).Famous 20 19
2 8. All Ashore ....... 000000000 09000000000 Shapiro-Bernstein 19 10
— 8. IGOofor That (F).e.eevunrnoearennnns Famous 19 7
7 9. I Must See Annie Tonight............ Bregman 18 18
9 9. Room With a View..........c..ieeeen Bregman 18 14
— 9. Get Out of Town (M).........c.couns Chappell 18 12
9 10. THEY SAY «vverivnnrrnnranccccnasannns Witmark 17 20
4 10. T Won’t Tella Soul....cc.oevueeeeeneen . Crawford 17 15
6 10. HUIry HOME ..t vvenennnnninscancenns Spier 17 14
9 10. Have You Forgotten So Soon?........ Berlin 17 13
13 10. Simple and Sweet............cc o . Miller 17 9
13 11. It’s a Lonely Trail.................0n . Berlin 16 7
~11 11. An Old Curiosity Shop............. .. Peist 16 4
— 11. TOoy Trumpet .....cceevnnvneennonanss . Circle-Music - 16 1
12 12. Heart and Soul (F).......oiieeiiennn. Famous 15 16
— 13. Between a Kiss and a Sigh............ Santly - 14 17
14 13. Love, I'd Give My Life for You........ Stansy 14 7
— 14. Please Come Out of Your Dream...... Words & Music 13 17
— 14. You're Gonna See a Lot of Me........ Ager 13 15
8 14. Ya Got Me (M).... ... .cviniiennnnnns Lincoln 13 12
1 14. Night Before Christmas.............. Chappell 13 10
_— 15. Your Eyes Are Bigger Than Your Heart. Shapiro 12 14
— 15. Ferdinand the Bull (F) .............. ABC 12 12
15 16. Umbrella Man .............ovvenns ... Harms 11 19
7 16. Who Blew Qut the Flame? ............ Feist 11 11
14 16. What Do You Know About Love?...... Marks 11 11
14 16. Old FOIRS ...c.cnevvevercnaneanannsen Remick 11 10
—_ 16. FDR Jones (M) ....vevirninennnnnne, Chappell 11 8
14 16. You Look Good to Me ................ Bregman 11 7
— 16. I Long To Belong to You............. Red Star 11 6
15 16. Angels With Dirty Faces .............. PFischer 11 3
— 16. Lovely Deb ......covvivvii s Fox 11 4
15 17. Girl Priend of the Whirling Dervish (F). Harms 10 5
Powell, Whitcup
-—_ 17. Singing in the Saddle ................ & Schuster 10 3
_— 17. T Have BYES ..veeerinienrencnnronnans Famous 10 1

Agitation for such changes is at fever heat among

pubs, and it is likely that the publishers’
classification committee (comprised of
all publisher members of the ASCAP
board) will meet shortly to work out ra-
dical revisions in the system it set up
three years ago which has only met
with protests since its inception.

Altho there is no concrete indication
as to what form the changes will take,
John G. Paine, ASCAP general manager,
expressed one view that a more equitable
distribution might be evolved based on
a graded scale of performance credits as
compared to the fixed rating in effect
now. Paine feels that a song selected
by the artist himself for use on a large
network commercial show deserves high-
er credit rating than a number per-
formed because of a song-plugger’s per-
sistence on a half-hour gustaining dance
remote. Currently there is little differ-
ence in point credit between songs used
on a Nelson Eddy commercial and those
on a listless half-hour dance sustainer.

Yankee Doodle Dandy

Possibly the greatest hindrance to an
easy settlement of the classification
problem is the wide chasm of under-
standing existing between the standard,
classical publishers and the popular song
firms. Latter are inclined to regard the
former as having nothing but reprints,
actually not the case, with ASCAP’s
breakdown for 1937 revealing that Carl
Fischer led the list of performance cred-
its with 39 pages of copyrighted works
and 28 pages of reprints, against 37
pages of copyrighted compos, primarily
musical comedy songs, out of the Harms
catalog. Popular song houses don’t real-
ize the importance of their classical
music confreres, and vice versa, creating
a wide breach that must be bridged
before a truly suitable system is worked
out.

An example of how little pop music
men know of standard firms' affairs is
found in their dismissal of Yankee

(See ASCAP’S on opposite page)

Tune Pix Hit Again
AsWB Drops Warren

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31.—Latest pic
studio to bear out the prediction made
in The Billboard some months ago that
film musicals will be at their lowest
ebb during 1939 is Warners. Company
announced this week that all songwriters
under contract to the studio will be out
on January 10, at which time Harry
Warren, mainstay of the Warner tune-
smith contingent, leaves the lot, his con-
tract expiring on that date.

When musical films were the fad
Warners had the largest battery of com-
posers and lyricists of any studio, and
their failure to retain any writers, even
Warren, who has supplied the scores for
almost every important Warner musical
since the company started making them,
is the strongest indication thus far that
music in pix is out definitely, at least for
the coming year. If songs are needed
for WB product in the future they will
probably be supplied by staff writers of
Harms, Witmark and Remick, Warner-
controlled pubs.

Paramount led the field in dropping
tunesmiths, with Hoagy Carmichael one
of the first to go. Para has since al-
lowed Ralph Freed’s option to lapse and
at present has under contract only
Frederick Hollander, Frank Loesser and
the team of Ralph Ralnger and Leo
Robin.

0 [}
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Music in the Uix

By DANIEL RICHMAN—

Style

OR the most part, style bands make

the poorest radio listening, with only
one or two exceptions. It is not so
much the fault of the maestri, the ar-
rangers or the musicians themselves; it
is rather the basic set-up, or style, of
the band, which, despite the fact that a
distinctive pattern is largely responsible
for the ork’s success, militates against
it when the band is merely heard and
not danced to or looked at.

The paradox of the designation “style
band” lies in the vast difference between
the common understanding of the word
“style” and its application to & group of
music-makers. Style is allegedly smart,
striking and distinctive, and, as applied
to fashions, is constantly changing. But
when a style band affects its particular
pattern the utter lack of deviation from
it, magnified a hundredfold over a loud-
speaker, takes all the distinction out of
it in a very short while and the net
result is pretty complete boredom. Type
bands would be a better appellation;
style is a misnomer.

Musical Class

One of the exceptions mentioned
above is KAY KYSER (Madhattan Room,
Hotel Pennsylvania, WABC). There is a
liveliness and enthusiasm here that
make good listening even tho the lis-
tener is aware that practically every-
thing he’s hearing is in the same groove.
Kyser’s own personality seems to spread
to his music, and his genial announcing
of his program is one of its greatest
assets. The controversy anent singing
titles has been going on too long for
anything to be added to it here; the
important point is that Kyser does them
better. On the vocal end, also, his re-
mote offers more than the usual medio-
cre male and/or female warbling, with
Harry Babbitt and Ginny Sims present-
ing something a little different in their
harmony duets and Sully Mason attend-
ing to the comedy lyrics.

Idot of the Air Lanes

JAN GARBER (Blackhawk Cafe, Chi-
cago, WOR) basks in the glorification
surrounding the self-imposed title Idol
of the Air Lanes, but for this listener
the idol has feet of the softest clay. The
Garber style has veered away a bit from
that of Lombardo but not enough to
take the stigma of imitation off it, and
how Garber can expect radio idolization
with his stereotyped, boring style of
music and presentation is a minor mys-
tery. The set character of his remote
is almost humorous in its strict adher-
ence to the fast tune, ballad, fast tune,
ballad formula, and that conventional
medley in the last five minutes was old-
hat long before Radio City.

Of Time and the River

The author of the best-seller of a
season or two ago, Of Time and the
River, might easily have gotten his
titular inspiration from listening to
GRAY GORDON (Syracuse Hotel, Syra-
cuse, WJZ) and SHEP FIELDS (Biltmore
Hotel, Los Angeles, WOR). The com-
bination of Gordon’s tic-toc rhythm and
Fields' rippling rhythm, if taken in
heavy enough doses, can very well have
the same effect on a loudspeaker addict
that a drop of water bouncing with
deadly regularity on a person’s cranium
is alleged to have, i. e, you go slightly
batty. Gordon’s tic-tocking is omnipres-
ent, back of the music, the vocals, even
the announcements. His music isn't
bad, but the pendulum idea wears pretty
thin after a few minutes.

Fields presently isn’'t quite as monoto-
nous as of yore, only one out of every
three numbers sounding alike instead of
each one, But the Fields style of or-
chestrating, with the ripples, the accor-
dion and the other familiar tricks, has
long since lost its novelty and distinc-
tion and is apt to bring only a muttered
“this is where I came in” from an arm-
chair auditor, along with an attendant
twist of the dial. TFields’ obvious habit
of getting in a plug for his recordings
a8 he announces his show isn’'t con-
ducive to spreading good will in his
favor, either.

ASCAP’S

{Continued from opposite page)
Doodle as a meahingless public domain
number when actually M, L. Lake’s copy~
righted arrangement of the tune re-
ceived several thousand air perform-
ances last year.

The committee appointed last May to

Link Leaves Berlin

To Head Feist Music

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—~The much-
discussed welfare of Harry Link, profes-
sional manager of Irving Berlin, Inc., in
moving over to Jack Robbins Music
family finally became an actuality. Link
signed yesterday the Robbins contract
that had been in his possession for some
time, precipitating at the same time a
general shifting around involving sev-
eral publishers. In leaving Berlin, Link
takes over the long-offered general man-
agership of Leo Feist, Robbins subsid.
Set-ups at Robbins Music and Miller
Music, another subsid, remain the same.

Link’s acceptance of Robbins contract
came as a surprise to Jack Robbins, who
a week ago., altho acknowledging his
having offered one, did not anticipate
Link’s making a change just now. Rob-
bins at that time also denied the pos-
sibility of a Feist-Miller fusion. In view
of Link’s change,
Nat Goldman, professional manager of
Harms, will move over to Berlin in
the vacated post, with George Mario, of
Marlo Music, going to Goldman’s spot.

Lunceford With 35C Solo
Betters 5G-Duke Battle

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Breakfast race
dance last Sunday at Harlem's Renals-
sance Ballroom with Jimmie Lunceford
for swing sensations brought out an
overflow crowd of 4,200. And at 85 cents
per for a $3,570 gate, a record was estab-
lished for the ballroom. Less inspiring
for the box office and far below ex-
pectations was the battle of music the
following night between Lunceford and
Duke Ellington in Philadelphia at the
Penn A. C. for a high school fraternity
open dance. With about 1,600 subscrip-
tions sold at $3.40 per couple, holiday
crowd of 3,300 made for a gate that
failed to hit $5,000, exclusive of the taxes.

Harold F. Oxley has lined up a campus
and ballroom tour for Lunceford in
Pebruary, starting the 3d at Williams
College; 4th in Providence, R. I., at
Arcadia and the next day in Bridgeport,
Conn., at Ritz. Snell’s, Syracuse, N. Y.,
is the 8th stop; 9-11 for Cornell Uni-
versity parties and proms; Broadway
Arena, Buffalo, N. Y. 12; Cleveland’s
Trianon, 13; Duquesne Gardens, Pitts-
burgh, 14; City Auditorium, Columbus,
Q,, 15; Cincinnati’s Greystone, 16; North-
western U., 17; Purdue U., 18; Chicago’s
Savoy, 19, and 20th at Greystone, Detroit.

Karzas Aloof in Buying
Orks for His Ballrooms

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—With indefinite
conditions facing local ballrooms this
new year, Andrew Karzas, operator of
the leading Trianon and Aragon danceries
here, is marking time in making any
definite booking commitments in buy-
ing name bands for the immediate fu-
ture. Dick Jurgens and Griff Williams,
at the Aragon and Trianon, respectively,
are nestled for indefinite stays and will
linger there until conditions warrant the
super-name bookings.

Karzas advised that not one name
band has as yet been signed for 1939,
altho all ork agencies have submitted a
crop of faves available in this territory
early next year. Critically checking his
box-office receipts for the past few
months, Karzas found that while a name
booked in for a week-end or mid-
week solo will stimulate the gate for
those dates, it is the lesser known but
more established territorial band that
proves the more consistent and profit-
able grosser for his dance emporiums.

Randell’s $550 Plenty Oke

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., Dec. 31.—Mak-
ing his first appearance here and en-
tirely unknown in this territory, Charlie
Randell did plenty good for himself and
for Ritz Ballroom last Sunday when
1,000 dancers turned out at 55 cents per
for an intake of $550. Band was well
liked and should draw even better on a
return trip.

attempt to work out some method of
equitable classification has thus far
failed to even hold a meeting, and indi-
cations now point to the matter being
taken out of their hands and given over
to the publishers' clascification commit-
tee. the only ASCAP group qualified to
make changes in the basic set-up.

it is expected that -

Tie-Up Dates for 1939

Ballroom managers, dance promoters, college committees, civic and pri-
vate organizations, band leaders anc bookers should take fuller advantage
of special calendar dates in arranging aend exploiting dances during the year.
All dates listed lend themselves to srecial publicity and promotional tie-ups

that make for a better bozx office.
theses.

Sicred religious days are listed in paren-

In addition, readers’ attention is called to the monthly list numbers lof

The Billboard, published the last deted issue of each month.

These lists

contain dates of conventions of both business and social organizations, fairs
and expositions, sponsored events, special shows, etc.

January
1—New Year’s Day.
2—Tournament of Roses, Pasadena,
Calif.,, and Georgia Day.
4-—Utah Day.
6—New Mexico Day.
9—Connecticut Day.
10—Opening of the University of
South Carolina. !
13—F'riday the 13th.
17—Benjamin Franklin’s birthday.
21—Stonewall Jackson’s birthday.
26-—Michigan Day.
29—Kansas Day.
30—Franklin Delano
birthday.

Roosevelt’s

February
2—Groundhog Day.
6—Massachusetts Day.
8—Boy Scouts of America founded.
9—Nebraska Day.
11—University of Missouri chartered.
11—Thirtieth anniversary of the Or-

ganization of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of
Colored People and birth date of
James Frederick Douglass.

‘12—Abraham Lincoln’s birthday.

13—TUniversity of North Carolina
opened.

14—8t. Valentine’s Day. Also, Arizona
Day and Oregon Day.

18—Golden Gate International Expo-
sition opens in San Francisco.
Also, first settlement made in
Texas by LaSalle.

21—Charter granted to Amherst Col-
lege, Boston. Mass.

22—George Washington’s birthday.
(Also, Ash Wednesday — begin-
ning of Lent.)

23—TUniversity of North Dakota
opened.

March

1—Ohio Day.

3—Florida Day.

4—Vermont Day.

5—First settler arrived in Indianap-
olis.

8—Williams College,
Mass., chartered.

12—University of Arizona chartered.

15—Maine Day.

17—-8t. Patrick’s Day.

21—First day of spring.

22—Young Men’s Hebrew Association
founded.

25-—Greek Independence Day.

April
1—All Fools' Day.
2—(Palm Sunday).
4-—(Jewish Passover starts).
6—Army Day. Also, North Pole
' discovered.
7—(Good Friday).
8—Louisiana Day.
9—Easter Sunday.
12—University of Alabama founded.
15—Baseball season starts next week.
18—Paul Revere’s midnight ride.
19—Patriot’s Day.
26—Confederate Memorial
most Southern States.
27—U. 8. Grant’s birthday.
28-—Maryland Day.
30—World’s Fair opens in New York
City.

Williamstown,

Day in

May

1—May Day.

11—Minnesota Day.

12—Florence Nightingale's birthday—
of special significance to nurses
and doctors.

14-—Mothers' Day.

17—Norwegian Independence Day.

21—Col. Lindbergh's New York-Paris
flight.

22—Trinity College, Hartford, Conn.,
founded.

23—South Carolina Day.

256—Argentine Independence Day.

29—Rhode Island Day and Wisconsin
Day.

30-—Memorial Day.

June

1—Kentucky Day.
2-—Tennessee Day.

8—Daughfpers of American Revolu-

tion, patriotic society, iuncorpo-
rated.
14—Flag Day.

15—Arkansas Day.
17—Battle of Bunker Hill.
18—Fathers’ Day.
20—West Virginia Day.
21—New Hampshire Day.
22—First day of summer.
25—Virginia Day.

July
3—Idaho Day.
4—Independence Day.
10—Wyoming Day.
14—French Bastille Day.
26—New York Day.
28—Beginning of the World War.

August

1—Colorado Day. Also, Swiss Inde-
pendence Day.
8—First locomotive ran in America.
10—Missouri Day. Also, Herbert Hoo-
ver’s birthday.
11—Fulton’s steamboat made first
trip.
26—Woman suffrage amendment be-
came effective.

September

1—Negro Proclamation Day.
4-—Labor Day.
9—~California Day.
14— (Jewish New Year starts).
16—Mexican Independence Day.
17—Constitution Day.
23—PFirst day of autumn. (Also, Jew-

ish Yom Kippur.)
29—Balboa discovered Pacific Ocean.

October

2—Stanford University,
Calif., opened.

12—Columbus Day. Also, Day of the
Spanish Race.

13—Friday the 13th.

22—Princeton University founded.

27—Navy Day. Also, Theodore
Roosevelt’'s birthday.

28—Harvard College founded. Also,
Czeck and Slovak Independence
Day.

29—National Girl Scout Sunday—be-
ginning of Girl Scout week.

31-—Halloween. Also, Nevada Day.

Palo Alto,

November

1—(All Saints’ Day).

2—North Dakota Day and South
Dakota Day.

4—Ttalian Armistice Day.

T—ZElection Day.

8.—Montana Day.

10—Rutgers University, New Bruns-
wick, N. J., chartered.

11—Armistice Day. Also, Washington
Day.

16—OKklahoma Day.

19—Lincoln’s address at Gettysberg.

21—North Carolina Day.

29—Byrd's South Pole flight.

30—Thanksgiving Day.

December
2—Monroe Doctrine announced.
3—Illinois Day.
5—Repeal of Prohibition amend-
ment.
6—Irish Free State established. Also,
Finnish Independence Day.
7T—Delaware Day.
10-—Mississippi Day.
11—Indiana Day.
12—Pennsylvania Day.

14-—South Pole discovered. Also,
Alabama Day.

16—Boston Tea Party.

18—Adoption of 13th Amendment
abolishing slavery. Also, New
Jersey Day.

21-—-Pilgrims landed at Plymouth
Rock.

22—First day of winter.

25—Christmas Day.

28—Woodrow Wilson’s birthday. Also,
Iowa Day.

29—Texas Day.

31—New Year’s Eve.
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The Champagne Music of

LAWRENCE
WELK

Opening CHASE HOTEL, St. Louis, Mo.,
january 6.

WCAE and MUTUAL
BRUNSWICK-VOCALION RECORDS
Making Paramount Short Jan. 3 and 4

Exclusive Management

FREDERICK BROS. E MUSIC COR®.
New York — Cleveland — Kansas Cify

=

MUSIC by GOLLY
GECIL GOLLY orGiiestra

NOW ON TOUR.

Tusive M t

&

FREDERICK _BROS. E MUSIC COR®.
New * York — Cleveland — Kansas Clty

5

"Music Played Smart”-Styled by
Little

JOE HART

and his ORCHESTRA

Currently Featured
CLUB EDGEWOOD, ALBANY, N. Y.

Exclusive Management
FREDERICK BROS:E MUSIC CORP.

New _York — Cleveland — Kansas Clty

and

HERBIE -
HQLMES ORCHESTRA

Currently Featured
EDGEWATER BEACH HOTEL,
Chicago, I, .

WBBM and CBS.
Exclusive Management

FREDERICK BROS. E MUSIC CORP.
New York — Cleveland — Kansas Clty

HBWARI] BECKER

and his Orchestra
currently featured
LANTZ MERRY-GO-ROUND, Dayton, O.
Exclusive Management
FREDERICK BRos.E MUSIC CORP,
New York — Cleveland — Kansas City

Musical Palierns

RALPH

Designed
Jor
WEBSTER  oercins
FLORENCE RUSS
DAVIS  Electronic Piano BODINE

Currently
PLA-MOR, KANSAS CITY, MO.
Exclusive Management

FREDERICK BROS.‘EMUSIC CORP,
New York — Cleveland — Kansas Clity

JACK TRACY

and his
“BOULEVARDIERS”’
Now Playing
Broadmoor Country Club, Denver, Colo,
Exclusive Management

FREDERICK BR°"B MUSIC CORP.

New York — Cleveland — Kansas Clty
and

JIMMY e
BARNETT onrcHEsTRA

“New Moods in Music”

featuring ESTHER TODD
On Tour

Exclusive Management
FREDERICK snos.E MUSIC CORP,
New York — Cleveland — Kansas Clty

‘opened Century Club

Sonny,
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rrchestra Notes

By M. H. ORODENKER

The Fair Field

EXT fall will find the bands figuring

prominently at the outdoor fairs and
expositions . . . and it's the wiser band
leader and booker that will start almost
immediately making contacts for the fair
bookings . . . and tho that outdoor sea-
son is short, the moneys available for
suitable orks far exceeds any phase of
the one-night field. . . . FRANK KING-
MAN, secretary of the International As-
sociation of Fairs and Expositions, visited
this corner last week for a chit-chat on
the orchestra world . .. and if his in-
terest and enthusiasm is any indication,
which it is, the fair field promises to
become an important factor in ork
employment this year . . . one of our
more enterprising music makers, inci-
dentally, has' ambitious plans for a
mobile. unit to tour a regular circuit
of fair stands next season.
* * * *

Theater Tours

The picture palaces continue to figure
prominently and profitably in band
bookings. . . . LARRY CLINTON takes
in the January 6 week at the Paramount
in Newark . . . and in the same New
Jersey town for the same week, Shubert
has ROGER PRYOR, aided and abetted
by Mrs. Pryor (Ann Sothern) . .. Pryor
is also slated for the January 19 week
at Loew’s State. New York, and then
jumps to Cleveland for a similar stretch
at the Palace, starting the 27th .
CARL (DEACON) MOORE holds down
the boards at the Orpheum, Memphis,
for four days starting Thursday (5) . ..
PHIL. SPITALNY splits the January 6
week at the Palaces in Akron and Youngs-
town, both Monarch houses in Ohio . ..
TOMMY DORSEY plays the January 27
week at the Earle, Philadelphia, and
February 17 week in Pittsburgh at the
Stanley. . . . Shea’s, Buffalo, N. Y., slates
BENNY GOODMAN for the February 3
week . . . when PAUL WHITEMAN plays
the State, Easton, Pa. for three days
starting January 12, it’ll be a home-
coming occasion for his featured vocal-
ist, Joan Edwards.

* * S x *

Below the Mason-Dixon
Following his current theater tour,
winding up at the New York Strand the
first week in March, RUSS MORGAN
jumps to Houston for an Indef stay at
Rice Hotel . . . JAN SAVITT locates for
the first time outside of Philadelphia at
Claridge Hotel, Memphis, opening the
12th for an indef engagement . .. CY
DELMAN opened New Year's Eve for
MEYER DAVIS at Miami-Biltmore Hotel,
Miami . . . AL MERCI located at Altus
Ballroom, Sulphur Springs, Fla. . .
PAUL SIMS, with songbird Carol Lewis,
is the new music-maker at Tutwiler
Hotel’s Continental Room, Birmingham
. BUDDY HARISS is back in the
same Alabaman town at the newly
. BUDDY
FISHER takes in a return trip at Crystal
Terrace, Louisville, opened the 12th for
a fortnight.

* * L &

Broadway Bandstand
ONNY JAMES made his metropolitan
debut this week, opening for a two-
month stretch at Havana-Madrid
scion of Atlantic City’s salt-
water taffy king, signed with CRA for
the guidance . . . latter office has also
taken SNUB MOSLEY under its wing,
the sepla sax-slider opening the 14th at
McCloskey’s, Belmore, L. I. . . . marks
the first time for a music and dancing
policy here, with WINGY MANNONE
taking over after a fortnight with Mos-
ley . . . it’s the third season for JOE
ELLIS at Queen Mary Restaurant . . .
McFARLAND TWINS draw a holdover
ducat at Rainbow Gtill and add Judy
Abbott for the song selling . . . folks
down in Bluefield, W. Va., will better
remember Judy as their own Mary
Helmintooler . . . BOB ROSEN pacted
a personal management for DON MARIO
. but before Don steps out with a
band again, he’ll serve as an emsee,
opening next week in that capacity at
the B-B Nut Club in Brooklyn . .
TOMMY TUCKER opens Friday (6) for
a fortnight at Meadowbrook Country
Club on the Jersey side . . . and there’s
a strong possibility that LARRY CLIN-
TON will come in for the follow.
* * * *

PROMinent
RITA RIO has the call for Duke Uni-
versity’s Pan Hellenic on the 13th and

jumps to Waynesboro, Pa., the following
day for the annual dance held by the
DuPont employees . . . midwinter ball
at Penn State on February 10 will be
played by AUSTIN WYLIE . . . Villanova
(Pa.) College gets the slide syncos of
WILL OSBORNE on February 10 . .
MAL HALLETT makes the February 3
and 4 prom dates danceable at Gettys-
burg (Pa.) College . . . Georgetown Law
School dance February 10 at Raleigh
Hotel, Washington, has JOE HAYMES

. campus dates for LARRY CLINTON
include University of Pittsburgh on the
13th, Lawrenceville (N. J.) Prep on
February 17 and the following Friday at
the Waldorf in New York for ‘Columbia
University.

* * * *

Cocktail Combos
AL CALLOWAY moves his Bon-Aires
to Thomas Jefferson Hotel, Birming-
ham, Ala. the Versatilians bowing out
. FOUR AMERICANS open Saturday
(7) for a six-week stretch at Omaha’s
Hotel Hill . . . HAROLD R. BOOS in
taking over the management of Steuben
Inn, Milwaukee, brings in IDA OER-
FIELD for afternoon organ interludes
. . . MEYER DAVIS has the ADRIAN
ROLLINI TRIO doubling the night ses-
sions at the Glass Hat of Belmont-Plaza

Hotel, New York THE THREE
STRINGS, closing at Hotel Bennett,
Binghamton, N. Y., go on tour . .. JUNE

CROSBY and her Boy Friends open this
week at Binghamton’s Coffee Shop for

an indef stroll.
* * * »

On a Western Wing

HENRY BUSSE plays Detroit’s Down-
town Casino, starting the 25th thru
February 7 . .. Moonlite Gardens, Sagi-
naw, Mich., returns RITA RIO for the
February 13 week and has BARNEY
RAPP penciled in for the April 17 week

. . Stevens Hotel, Chicago, gets AL
KAVELIN late this month . . . BILLY
AXTELL, song-writing maestro from
Menominee, Mich., has taken to touring
the ballrooms again . VICTOR L.
BRONAIS relights his Hollywood Troca-
dero this week with TED FIO-RITO for
the band-stand delight o KING’S
ARTISTS. San Francisco office, has
SAUNDERS KING touring the Coast pic
houses and DIX BROTHERS Ilocating
for the first three months of the new
year at Rainbow Ballroom, Fresno, Calif.

* * * *

Coast to Coast

CARL (DEACON) MOORE opens the
14th at Olmus Supper Club, San An-
tonio, and on February 9 jumps to New
Orleans for a four-week stretch at Jung
Hotel . . . HENRY BUSSE set for the
January 21-23 stanza at Paramount
Theater, Fort Wayne, Ind. . . . DICK
MANSFIELD opens the 9th for a month-
er at DuPont Hotel, Wilmington, Del.

. PAUL SPARR opens the 12th at the
Biltmore Hotel, Palm Beach, Fla., for
MEYER DAVIS . . . the society maestro,
incidentally, will again, for the fourth
consecutive year, play for New York
society’s Butlers’ Ball on the 11th . . .
and, as usual, Davis will turn his baton
over to a butler for one of the dance
sets . . . RAY BENSON gets the call for
supplying the dance incentives at New
York’s International Casino, which lit up
again this week.

* * * *
Notes Off the Cuff

TED WEEMS starts another cross-
country theater tour this month, con-
tradicting wild rumors that he is quit-
ting the band biz . . . comes into the
Chicago (I1l.) Theater for the January
27 week REGGIE CHILDS gets
three NBC air shots out of Ben Franklin
Hotel, Philadelphia . . . PAUL WHITE-
MAN concertizes Friday (6) at the Stan-
ley Theater, Utica, N. Y. . . . GEORGE
PIPITONE becomes the first perpetual
delegate to the AFM conventions, his
New Orleans local voting him a life dele-
gate . and in further appreciation
for his untiring efforts in behalf of the
musicians’ union, Pipitone was re-
elected prez and appointed to the office
of business representative for the next
five years . . . at Vitaphone’s Brooklyn
studios, one-reelers were completed this
week by LARRY CLINTON and THE
COQUETTES, an all-gal ensemble front-
ed by Frances Carroll HARRY
BABBITT, who has been singing song
titles for Kay Kyser for the past two
years, has had his option taken up and
will contihue with the musical knowl-

(See ORCHESTRA NOTES opposite page)

Grand by Golly

LINCOLN, Neb., Dec. 31—Cecil
Golly played a mother role here on
Christmas. First time any member
of his orchestra was ever away from
home on Christmas and they were all
pretty:sad. Golly filled the breach
as best he could by having them all in
for a feed and S. Claus session
on him.

Glen Island Sues Oshorne

NEW YORK, Dec. 31—Breach of con-
tract suit was filed thls week against
Will Osborne by the Blue Ridge Corp.,
asking $12,980. Plaintiff charges that a
contract was signed July 23, 1938, for
the operators of Glen Island Casino, New
Rochelle, L. I.,, calling for Osborne to
supply music and entertainment, but
that the pact was breached on October
11. Osborne filed an answer alleging
that the contract was ended by mutual
agreement. Band followed Larry Clin-
ton at the spot in September, with the
idea of staying there until New Year’s
Day, which would have been the first
time in Glen Island’s history that the
place would have been open during the
winter.

Slim, Slam Vs. Vocalion

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Slim and Slam
are taking to court their bellef that the
record of their Flat-Foot Floogee sold
better than Vocalion credits it with.
They will demand an accounting of «the
proceeds. Colored musicians, currently
on a vaude tour, believe the Floogee disc
sold at least 104.000 coples instead of
Vocalion’s 80,000 figure. Jimmie Lunce-
ford’s suit against Decca for an accounte
ing of profits is now going thru the
early legal stages, with definite action
expected shortly after the start of the
new year.

ELECTION OF Local 60, Pittsburgh, re-
turned Clair Meeder as musicians’ union
president, Edward Ebbert vice-president,
and Charles Graffelder, secretary-trease
urer without opposition.

WALLY
STOEFLER

and his Orchestra
Currently
TANTILLA GARDENS, RICHMOND, VA,
Exclusive Management

FREDERICK BROSI‘E MUSIC CORP.
New_ York — Cleveland — Kansas City

LARRY FUNK

and his

Band of a Thousand Melodies

Currently
VILLAGE BARN, NEW YORK.
WOR-MUTUAL NETWORK.
Exclusive Management

FREDERICK BROS. (7] MUsIC core.
New York — Cleveland — Kansas Clty

RAY HERBECK

and his

MUSIC with ROMANCE
Current BILL GREEN’S CASINO, Pitts-
burgh, Pa.

WCAE and MU UAL,
BRUNSWICK-VOCALION Records.

Exclusive Management
FREDERICK BROS. E.MUSIC CORP.
New York — Cleveland — Kansas "Clty

5

“SONGS FOR ALL"” by

EDDIE PAUL

AND HIS ORCHESTRA
Held Over Broadcasting

Indeﬁ:itely. WGAR

COLUMBIA (CBS)
BALLROOM. Cleveland.
Cwelinel 3
t

FREDERICK _BROS.‘|E MUSIC CORP.
New York — Cleveland — Kansas City
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Ray Noble, Carroll
And Union at Odds

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31.—After an as-
serted tiff with the management Ray
Noble failed to show up the second night
(27) at Earl Carroll’s new nitery. While
it was claimed that the maestro and
nabob agreed to tear up the contract,
the local musicians’ union stepped in and
refused to let the cancellation go thru
until many other discrepancies were
ironed out. According to the union,
Noble was to step out of the Carroll
spot for a half hour each Friday for his
stint on the Burns and Allen air show
and blocked his contract ripping to
protect the radio show. Union is still
to be satisfied as to who will pay the
money for a substitute band at the
nitery while Noble 1is playing the
air show.

Carroll’s troubles with the union were
not confined to Noble. He had to yank
a featured bolero number out of the
floor show because the union demanded
he pay regular union wages to the tom-
tom beaters used in the number. And
since Noble had not been given suf-
ficient rehearsal time, synchronization
of music and line-girl numbers has
been spotty and more rehearsals mean
more money to be paid out to the
musicians.

Until Carroll can find another suitable
band it was agreed that Noble would
allow his tootlers to remain for three
weeks at least. Archie Bleyer will han-
dle the baton during Noble's absence.
Meeting this week between Carroll, Noble
and union will try to pave the way for
Noble to use his own band for the Fri-
day night airer.

February 11 for Race Dances

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—One of the big-
gest nights of the year for promoters of
race dances will be February 11. Marks
the 13th anniversary of the organization
of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People. And to
make it a red-letter day all round it's
the birthday of James Frederick Doug-
lass, famed Negro leader. and the eve
of Abraham Lincoln’s birthday. Already
plans are under way for a series of
charity balls to be held by Negroes in
key cities, paced by the dance here in
the 369th Armory with Duke Ellington
as the band feature.

The

ILTMORE
OY'S orchesrra

Opening January 6,
CARLTON HOTEL, Washington,
Mgt. CONSOLIDATED RADIO ARTISTS, INC.

24 The Jovial Host of

Captivating Rhythms,

—JACK—
GILLETTE

and His Famous NBC ORCHESTRA
Foaturing GRACIE WHITE wLady of swing

Currently
HENRY GRADY HOTEL, Atianta, Ga.
Broadcasting Nightly.

] THE I}
THREE STRINGS

Wish the best in 1939 o The

ON TOUR
IH Billboard and all our friends HI

TouR I)IR[CIIUN' SUUTHEASTERH URCHESTRA SERVICE COLUMBIA S.C.

Thanks, Mal Hallett

For Your Magnificent, Invigorating, Swingdinging

MES Renditlon of My Tune, “Heatin’ the i¥elodeon™.

QEORGE C. MacKINNON, “The Wisdom Box,”
Boston Dally Record.

The Reviewing Stand

Jay Mills
(Reviewed at Marine Dining Room, Edge-
water Beach Hotel, Chicago)

EANING on the sweeter side of the

musical tempos, this 12-piece com-
bination dispenses tunes softly and
rhythmically. When caught the band
went overboard on the slumber-bearing
stuff, but it is not so out of place in
a formal room. Band bows out this
week.

Instrumentation is equally divided,
with three violins, three sax, three
trumpets and three rhythm. Special

string numbers feature seven men on
fiddles, and the outfit on the whole
boasts as many as 20 doubles. Mills
makes an entirely pleasing appearance
and has an impressionable voice. A
former emsee and song and dance artist,
he makes himself quite useful on the
band stand.

Band swings out little unless requested
by the customers, and in dance sessions
profers to air waltzes, clever arrange-
ments of minuets and Latin novelties.
Augmenting the band’s assets is its glee
club, stock but entertaining. They do
some heavy pieces and a few in a lighter
vein that lend themselves to mass vocal-
izing. The outstanding vocalist here is
Eugenia McGee, dramatic soprano, who
displays a trained voice and an im-
pressive, interpretative delivery. The
rhythm songstress, Dale Evans, is weak
but a decoration on the band stand.
Stuart Frazer, romantic tenor, has a
refined personality and a voice that is
easy on the ear drums. He and Miss
McGee form a singing duo of the Eddy-
McDonald style. Homnigberg.

George Olsen

{ Reviewed at Gold Coast Room, Drake
Hotel, Chicago)

NE of the established band-stand ag-
gregations. Modified swing labeled
“music of tomorrow” is emphasized in
this four brass, three sax and three
rhythm combination, but library in-
cludes many standards and sweet stuff
spotted frequently in dance sessions.
Novelty, too, is prominent, Olsen going
in for plenty of informal comedy in
special selections and using the services
of four female and three male singers
to sell it. Organ and French horn
embellishments come in handy in the

i more showy numbers.

The Tanner Sisters, Southern song
trio, are as decorative on the stand as
they are vocally effective at the mike.
While their voices are of a stock rhythm
brand they lend themselves pleasingly
to pop swing tunes. Martha Tanner is
also spotted as single and does well.
Phyllis Colt, youngster with a Judy Gar-
land personality, helps out with senti-
mental tunes and is a bright carbon
of the screen starlet.

Holding up the male singing honors
are Jimmy Brierly, the former Paul
Whiteman tenor; Bob Burton and Hank
Russell, all song stylists who deliver
romantic ditties capably.

Olsen added plenty of weight since his
last Windy City appearance and, while
it is no help to his personality, he hap-
pily does not try to pass as a youthful
band leader any longer and for that
reason fits into the assignment. A vet
in the baton swinging field, he keeps
busy at every dance set and is squipped
with a line of gab that enhances the
outfit’s commercial value. Honigberg.

Wayne King

(Reviewed at Turnpike Casino,
coln, Neb.}

NTACT as started 13 years ago except

for three men lost because of sick-
ness, King brings people to dances who
haven't unlimbered their hoofs for years.
It's like the mssing link, an orchestra
that plays music somewhere between
the ' stately minuet and the staccato
rhythms which set the jitterbugs on
edge. Strictly homey, danceaple, me-
lodious tunes pour from the rostrum, a
rest and a pleasure after the long string
of mile-a-minute pacers predominating
the business for two years.

Sax section is the feature, both in
ability and color. King himself plays
sax in addition to the regulars. Brass is
in evidence but muted, the set-up of the
band being in trios, three brass, rhythm,
sax and violins.

The youngsters would label  King's
music styled for the Rotary Club stomp
or the Townsend Club, but they’ll get
a big kick out of it when they pull the

Lin-

swinged cotton out of their ears. To
hear melody again as purely handed out
as by the King boys is too appealing
to be denied by any age. Oldfield.

Arlie Simmonds

(Reviewed at Lincoln Hotel,
coln, Neb.) '

HIRTEEN members make up Sim-

monds’ newest orchestra, a sweetly
swinging group with music coming from
four rhythm, three sax and three brass,
male vocalizing from Harvey Crawford
and femme voicing from Virginia Lee,
with Simmonds shaking stick. Like
Herbie Kay, Simmonds is loyal to Sigma
Alpha Epsilon. Herbie uses Violets for
his theme and Arlie the other SAE song,
Friends, which leads into all numbers
and is used for modulations in the next
number.

Crawford’s singing is definitely ro-
mantic and would attract a following.
Not so much can be said for Miss Lee,
altho she’s satisfactory and attractively
brunet. Ork generally is okeh in all
departments. Oldfield.

Don McGrane

(Reviewed at Diamond Horseshoe Bar,
Plymouth Hotel, New York)

McGRANE (violinist) leads his four
men (accordion, drums, string bass
and piano) for the alternate dancing
here—Noble Sissle’s Band the featured
outfit. -

Clad in gay, dashing Hussar costumes,
in fitting with the mauve decade motif
of Billy Rose’s new rcom, these five men
entice full floors of dancers with their
rendition of sweet melodies of days
gone by.

A lot of old tunes are revived and en-
tire sets of waltzes are played, the or-
chestra co-ordinating beautifully, con-
sidering its small size, and making its
music easy to listen to in addition to
being thoroly danceable. Denis.

Lin-

Southern Gentlemen

(Reviewed ait Merry Garden Ballroom,
Chicago)
THREE-YEAR-OLD co-op ork that
started out in Greenville, S. C,
fronted by Grady (Moon) Mullins, the
12 gentlemen add up as a good dance
combo aiming at versatility, with the
best work being done on the swingeroos
and slow, shuffle stomps.

Breakdown among the reed, brass and
rhythm sections is in equal portions of
four men to each and the resultant
product is some good solid tune peddling
witnout many tricky embellishments,
but with straight playing of mostly pop
numbers designed to please any bunch
of leg weavers. Guitarist doubles on
an electric set of strings, using it as
a bridge to swing over from one number
to the next to good effect. Ork's vocal
department is also a co-op proposition,
with five of the tootlers lending voice.
Mullins and two of the sax men har-
monize as the Three Colonels for trio
work, and guitar strummer Cliff Hudson
and Charlie Gramp, bass man, add the
solo singing.

Sizing it all up, band should make the
grade for the better brackets. Lads are
all trying hard and have not lost the
enthusiasm that goes with trying to
please the crowd. A little polishing here
and there combined with proper ex-
ploitation will go a long way in forging
ahead. Humphrey.

ORCHESTRA NOTES

(Continued from opposite page)
edge college under a new five-year bind-
er . . . CHICK KARDALE signed with
Decca for 25 additional race records for
his race songstress, BLUE LU BARKER
. . . Mrs. Maria Kramer is still in the
throes of selecting a band to follow
Artie Shaw next month at her Hotel
Lincoln, New York, with CHARLIE BAR-
NET having the best in--unless Charlie
accepts the bid of 52d street’s Famous
Door .. . and so we send our cuffs to
the cleaners.

Ludington Air Lines

Seek Philly Dansant

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31.—Plans to
give the Philadelphia area a new giant
ballroom to house big name bands and
even big-time vaudeville attractions has
both the blessing and backing of the
Ludington Air Lines interests. Luding-
ton operates the Central Airport outside
of Camden, N. J., near here, and the
ballroom enterprise will be housed near
the airport. Situated on a main traffic
artery, potential draw would also take
in Trenton and all of South Jersey.
Associated with Ludington in the pro-

posed ballroom are Frank and Fred Han- ,

ley, promoters of wrestling matches at
the Camden Armory.

Realization of the plans and their
ultimate success will depend primarily
on the ability to buy a steady stream of
name band attractions. For several years
now dance promoters, business interests
and bookers have been trying to give this
area for the first time a big-time ball-
room but have been stymied because
the desirable bands have been made
unavailable to them. Belief is that
New York bookers refuse to sell name
bands for public dances in this area
because of the proximity of Sunnybrook
Ballroom at Pottstown, Pa., which draws
dancers from these parts.

El Brendel Jr., son of the movie comic,
headed a business group that took over
Scottish Rite Temple here last month
in the hopes of promoting public dances.
But it was no go when bands couldn’t
be bought. Hunt’s Enterprises, of Wild-
wood, N. J., who buy Rockwell-Q’Keefe
bands for their resort dansant, are also
interested in big-time promotions in
these parts when and if bands are made
available.

Krupa Drops Sepia Watson

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 31.—The last of
the colored singers featured with pale-
face name bands has reached the part-
ing of the ways in the report that Gene
Krupa had given Leo Watson, colored
scat singer, his notice. Notwithstand-
ing prejudices, past year found several
sepia songbirds featured with white
bands, but the partings always came
suddenly and without comment from
the parties involved. Jimmy Dorsey
broke the ice first with June Richmond,
who is now with Cab Calloway, and last
month Artie Shaw split with Billie
Holiday.

CLEM H. SCHOECHERT was re-elected
prez of the Watertown (Wis.) Musicians’
Union. Other officers named are William
J. Kehl, v.-p.; Reinhold F. Schmidt,
recording and corresponding secretary;
Paul H. Hoppe, financial secretary and
treasurer; Nicholas Braus, sergeant at
arms, and Ray H. Fredrick, trustee for
three years.

»*
* aro CRARDS

Oh! Boy! They’'rs Knockouts! Netvest Orchestra
Desigus; Four Fluhy Colors; 200 14x22 Window
Cards, $9.00; 1,000 Paper, same, $14.00; 9 % x32
in, Cards, 200, $8 50; 1,000 Paper, same, $12.00.
Cash with order. Special Bills engraved to order,
£12.00 up. Wire your order NQW, or write for
camples, New Date Book and Price List.

CENTRAL SHOW PRINTING CO.

MASON CITY, IA.

——CALLING ALL=—
HILLBILLYSINGERS

The Prosser Music Publishing Company In-
vites You To Send for a Complimentary
Copy of Thelr New Hillbilly Song.
“SAY HELLO FOR ME TO THE FOLKS
BACK HOME,’
Published by
PROSSER music PUBLISHING co.,
1587 Broadway, New York City.

Cash With Order—No. C. 0. D

ROLL TICKETS

Printed to Your Order
Cheapest GOOD TICKET on the Market
Dept, B

Keystone Ticket Co., snamokis, Pa.

STOCK TICKETS—$15.00 per 100,000, any assortment.

100,000 for
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o

14 The Billboard

MUSIC

January 7, 1939

(Routes are for current week when no dates
are given.)

A
Ackley, Carleton: (Rancho San Pablo) El Cer~
rito, Calif.,, nc.
Adcock, Jack: (Manoa Inn) Manoa, Pa., I0.
Alberto, Don: (El Chico) NYC, nc.

Alomona, Harold: (Pepper Pot) NYC, nc.

Angelo: (Bertolotti’'s) NYC, nc.
Apollon, Al: (Onondaga) Syracuse, h.
Arden, Art: (Blue Lantern) Detroit, ne.

Arthur, Zinn: (Roseland) NYC, b.
Ayres, Mitchell: (Murray’s) Tuckahoe, N, Y.,

ro,
B

Bardo, Bill: (Schroeder) Milwaukee, h,
Barrie, Diek: (Brown Palace) Denver, h.
Barron, Blue: (Rice) Houston, h.
Bartal, Jeno: (Piccadilly) NYC, h.
Batkin, Alex: (Club Continentale) Miami, nec.
Baum, Charles: (St. Regis) NYC, h.
Begker, Howard: (Merry-Go-Round) Dayton,
., nc,
Beecher, Keith: (Colony Club) Chi, nc.
Benson, Ray: (Montparnasse) NYC, nc.
Berick, Joe: (Riviera) Pittsburgh, nc.
Bernard, Stephen: (Dublin) Columbus, O., nc.
Biltmore Boys: (Carlton) Washington, D.C., h.
Bon-Aires: (Thomas Jefferson) Birmingham, h.
Bonick, Lewis: (Dempsey-Vanderbilt) Miami,

Bono, Americo: (Chez Ami) Buffalo, nc.
Brandwynne, Nat: (Essex House) NYC, h.
Bragali, Vincent: (Ambassador) NYC, h.
Braslow, Irving: (Jack Stamp's) Phila, nc.
Breese, Lou: (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.

Breese, Joe: (Dave’s) New IHaven, Conn., nc.
Brigode, Ace: (Aragon) Cleveland b.
Britton, Milt: (Downtown Casino) Detrort ne.
Brown, Rudy: (Log Cabin) Atlanta, nec.
Bryson, Jack: (Taft) New Haven, Cona., h.
Bundy, Rudy: (Indiana Roof) Indianapolis, b.
Burkharth Johnny: (Club Edgewood) Albany.

N.
Bush, Eddle' (7 Seas) Hollywood. nc.
Busse, Henry: (Netherland Plaza)
nati, h.
C

Calloway, Blanche: (Congo) Boston, nc.
Calloway, Cab: (Cotton Club) NYC, nc.,
Candullo, Joe: (Versailles) Hollywood Fla.,

nc.
Canova, Vic: (El Dumpo) Chi, nc.
Carle, Frankie: (Seven Gables) Milford, Conn.,
ro.
Carter, Chick: (Southland) Boston, nc.
Causer, Bob: (Westwood Supper Club) Rich-
mond, Va., ne.
Chassey, Lou: (Hollywood Beach) Hollywood,

Childs Reggie. (Ben Franklin) Phila, h.

Coe, Jay (Governor Clinton) NYC, h.

Coleman, Emil: (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.

Collins, Bernie: (Ansley) Atlanta, h.

Cooper, Al: (Plantation Club) Detroit, nc.

Coquettes, The: (Astor) Reading, Pa., 5-7, .

Cornelius, Paul: (Gleams Dinner Club) San
Antonio, nc.

Cornwall, Joe: (Newhouse) Salt Lake City, h.

Correa, Eric: (Pelham Heath Inn) Pelham
Manor, N. Y., ro.

Courtney, Del: (Ralnbow Room, New Ken-
more) Albany, N. Y.,

Craig, Carvel: (Century Room) Tulsa, Okla.,

Cincin-

Cromwell Chauncey: (Grey Wolf Tavern)
Sharon, Pa., ro

Crosby, Bob: (stanley) Pittsburgh, t.
D
Daley, Jack: (Corktown Tavem) Detroit, nec.
Davis, Eddie: (Larue’s) NYC,
Davis, Fess: (House of Jacques) Oklahoma
City, OKkla., nec.
Davis, Milton:

(Hamilton) Washington,

D. C, h.
De Angelis, Harry: (Copley-Square) Boston, h.

Deas. Eddie: (Congo) Boston, nc.

De LaRosa, Oscar: (Road to Mandalay) NYC.
ne.

Del Mar: (St. Nicholas) Decatur, Ill., h.

Delman, Cy: (Miami Biltmore) Miami, h.

Delys, Leo: (Le Mirage) NYC, nc.

Deutsch, Emery: (Book-Cadillac) Detroit, h.

Dingley, Duke: (Town Casino Club) Miami, nc.

Dix Bros.: (Rainbow) Fresno, Calif.,

Donahue, ‘Al: (Rainbow Room) NYC, nc.

Donath, Jeno: (Walton) Phila, h.

Dorsey, Tommy: (New Yorker) NYC, h.

Dorsey, Jimmy: (Adolphus) Dallas, h.

Duchin, Eddy: (Plaza) NYC, h.

Duerr, Dolph: (Green Derby) Cleveland, nc.

Dukes & Their Duchess: (Dragon Gull) Cor-
pus Christi, Tex., nc.

Duranda: (La Conga) Hollywood, nc.

Eby. Jack: (Roadside Rest) Miami Beach,
Fla., nc.

Edwin, Earl: (Club Aztec) Milwaukee, ne.

Eichler, Fran: (Nixon) Pittsburgh, nec.

Ellis, Joe: (Queen Mary) NYC, re.

Eilis, Seger: (Hollywood) NYC, nc

Engle, Preddy: (University club) Albany,

N.

nc.
Engles, charles (Harry’s New York Cabaret)
'hi,

Ennis sklnnay' (Victor Hugo) Los Angeles,

Erme Val: (Verssilles) NYC, nc. .

Estes, Robert: (Twickenham) Huntsville,
Ala., h.

Farber, Burt: (Florentine Room, Gibson)
Cincinnati. h.

Feathers, Eddie: (Club Mayfair} Yatesville,
Pa., nc.

Feetherstone. Spike: (La Conga) Hollywood,
ne.

Felton, Happy: (College Inn) Chi, nc.
Ferdi, Don: (Stratford) Bridgeport, Conn., h.

Fiddlers, Three:
Fielder, Johnny:
Fielding, Allen:

(Rome) Omaha, h.
(Plaza) San Antonlo h.
(Floridian} Miami Beach,

Fla., h.
Fio-Rito, Ted: (Trocadero) Hollywood, nc.
Fisher, Freddle: (St. Paul) St. Paul, h.
Pisher, Jack: (Vienna Room) Boston. re,
Fodor, Jerry: (Front St. Gardens) Toledo, nc.
Fomeen, Basil: (St. Moritz) NYC. h.
Forman, Lou: (President) NYC, h.
Foster, Chuck (Topsy’s) Los Angeles. nc.
Four Californians: (Congress) Chi, h.
Fra.nks, Wee Willie: (Ye Old Tap Room) NYC,

Fredric Marvin: (Biltmore) Atlanta, h,
F‘redrics. Jan: (Boulevard Tavern) Elmhurst,
L, To.

Vs

ABBREVIATIONS: a—auditorium;
cc—country club; h—nhotel;
ment park; ro—road house;

Orchestra Routes

Following each listing appears a symbol.
responding to the symbol when addressing organizations or individuals listed.

b-—ballroom;
mh—music hall;
re—restaurant;

)

Fill in the designation cOT-

c—cafe; cb—-cabaret;
nc—night club; p—amuse-
s—showboat t—theater.

=/

S

Freeman, Jan:
Fremont, Al:

(Casa Manana) NYC, nc.
(Half Moon) Steubenville, O.,

ne. .

Fulcher, Charles: (Colonial Club) Augusta,
Ga., nc

Funk, Larry (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

Furry, Wendell: (Casa Marina) Jackbonvllle
Beach, Fla,,

Furst, Joe: (The Brook) Summit, N. J.,

Gagen, Frank: (DeWitt Clinton) Albany,

N. Y, h.
Gamble, Jack: (Lincoln Terrace) Pittsburgh,

ne.
Garber, Jan: (Blackhawk) Chi, re.
Gart, John: (Shelton) NYC, h

(Ambassador) NYC, h.
(Royal Palm Club) Miami, nc.
(Colosimo’s) Chi, nc.
(Henry Grady) Atlanta h.
(Bedell House) Grand Island,

Gasparre, Dick:
Gates, Mannie:
Gendron, Henri:
Gillette, Jack:
Goho, Billy:
N h

Golden, Neil:
Golly, Cecil:

(De Witt Clinton) Albany, h.
(Musi¢c Box) Omaha, b.

Gonyea, Leonard: (Silhouette) Eau Claire,
Wis., nc.
Gonzalez, Ralph: (St. Moritz) NYC. h,

Goodman, Benny: (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.
Gordon, Gray: (Edisom) NYC, h.
Gould, George: (Old- Fashioned Cafe) Boston,
re.
Graff, Johnny: (Benny the Bum’s) Phila, nec.
Graffolier, Frenchy: (El Tivoli) Dallas, nc.
Granato, Guy: (Bal Tabarin) NYC, nc.
Gray, Glen: (Paramount) NYC, t.
Grenet, Eliseo: (Yumuri) NYC, nc.
Griffin, Jack: (Little Rathskeller) Phila. nc.
Griss, Murry: (Belmont Manor) Bermuda, h.
Gunier, Johnny: (Perkins Club) Kansas City,
Mo., nc.
H 1

(Peabody) Memphis, h.
Hamilton, George: (Statler) Cleveland, h.
Harding, Buster: (Savarin) Buffalo, c.
Hardy, Bob: (Flamingo) Boston, nc.
Harris, Phil: (Wiltshire Bowl) Los Angeles, re.
Headrick., Pearl: (White Swan Club) Johns-
town, Pa., nc.
Heidt, Horace:
Heller, Jackie:
Herbeck, Ray:
burgh, nec.
Herman. Pete:
Hernandez, Frank:

Hall. George:

(Biltwore) NYC, h,
(William Penn) Plttsburgh h.
(Bill Green’s Casino) Pltts-

(Casa Manana) Boston, nc.
(Royal Palm Club) Miami,
nc.

Hoagland, Everett: (ElI Patio) San Fran-
cisco,

Hobbs, Asbury Park,
N.

Elon: (Main Central)
h.

Layton, Bert:
Le Baron, Eddie:

(Plaza) Pittsburgh, re.
(Rainbow Room) NYC, nc.

Lee, Julia: (Milton's) Kansas City, Mo, nc.

Legge. Wade: (Royal Arms) Buffalo, re.

Lé&nardf, Harlan: (Dreamland) Kansas City,
0.,

LeRoy, Howard: (Orlando} Decatur, Ill., h.
Levant, Phil: (Groves) Orange, Tex., nec.
Lewis, Sabby: (Royal Palms) Boston, nc.
Lewis, Ted: (Palace) Cleveland, t.
Light, Enoch: (Taft) NYC, h.
Lombardo, Guy: (Roosevelt) NYC, h.
Long, Johnny: (Statler) Buffalo, h.
Lopez, Vincent: (Casa Manana) NYC, nc.
Loro, Syl: (Garde) New Haven, Conn., h
Los Gauchos: (Club Gaucho) NYC, nc.
Loss, Jimmy: (Oakdale) Augusta, Ga.
Loveland, Archie: (Olympic) Seattle, h.
Lowe, Bert: (Lenox) Boston, h.
Lowry, Babe: (Avalon) Bryan, TeX., nc, .
Lucas, Clyde: (Mark Hopkins) San Fran-

cisco,

M

McCoy, Clyde: (Palomar) Los Angeles, b.
McCune, Will: (Bossert) Brooklyn, h.
McDowell, Adrian: (Andrew Jackson) Nash-
ville, Tenn., h.
McFarland Twins:
McFarlane, Frank:
ne.
MclIntire, Dick:

(Rainbow Grill) NYC, nc.
(Chateau Moderne) NYC,

(Hula Hut) Hollywood, nc.

MclIntire, Lani: (Lookout House) Covington,
Ky., nc.

McKay, Coyle: (Jefferson Beacl) Detroit, b.

McKenna, Red: (The Eldorado) Detroit, nc.

McRae Bros.:
McRae, Jerry:
McShann, Jay:
nc.
Manazanares, Jose: (Colony Club) Chi, nc.
Manse, Art: (Dell’s Inn) Poughkeepsie, N. Y.,

(Havana Casino) Buffalo. nc.
(The Gleam) San Antonio, nc.
(Martin's) Kansas City, Mo.,

ro.

Manuel, Don: (So-Ho Club) Springfield, Ill.
ne.

Marlo. Ray: (Swing Club) NYC, nc.

Marsala, Joe: (Hickory House) NYC, nc.

Martel, Gus: (Club El Rio) NYC. nc,

{(Club El Rio) NYC, nc.
Marshard, Harry: (Somerset) Boston, h.
Marshard, Jack: (Detroit-Statler) Detroit, h.
Martin, Dave: (St. George) Brooklyn, h.

Mariani, Hugo:

Martin, Freddie: (Cocoanut Grove) Los
Angeles, nc.

MhArtin, Lou: (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nc.

Masters, Frankie: (Tower) Kansas Clty,
Mo., t.

Master. Freddie: (Nut Club) NYC, nc.

Maul, Herbie: (Silver Moon) Pueblo, Colo., nc.

Orchestra Routes must be received at the Cincinnati offices not
later than Friday to insure publication.

Frank: Springfield,

Hoffman, Earl: (Ivanhoe Gardens) Chi, ne.

Holst, Ernie: (ElI Morocco}? NYC, nc.

Holmes, Herbie: (Edgewater Beach) Chi, h.

Howell, Ed: (Buena Vista) Biloxi, Miss., nc.

Hughes, Merrill: (Oetien’s) Brooklyn, N. Y.,
nc.

Humber, Wilson:
Houston, nc.

Hunter, Bob:

Hutton, Ina Ray:

Hoclilalski (Orpheum}
I

(Southern Dinner Club)

(Wonder Bar) Cincmnatl nc.
(Clhicago) Chi,

Irish, Mace: (Chanticler) Millburn, N. J., nc.

(Biltmore) Providence, h.

James, Sonny: (Havana-Madrid) NYC, nc.

Jay, Johnny: (Campbell’s Dinner Club) San
Fernando, Calif., re.

Jenny, Jack: (Onyx Club) NYC, nc.

Johnson, Johnny: (El Rio) NYC ne.

Johnson. Pete: (Lone Star) Kansas City, Mo.,

Jahns, Al:

ne.

Johnson, Eddie: (Cotton Club) Jefferson City,
Mo., nc.

Jordy. Harold:

Jurgens, Dick:

(Jung) New Orleans, h.
(Aragon) Chi, b.

K
(Rose Bowl) Chi, nec.
(Hungaria) NYC, nc.
Kassel, Art: (Bismarck) Chi, h.
Kaye, Sammy: (Commodore) NYC, h.
Kemp, Hal: (Palace) Columbus, O t.
Kerdis, Sonny: (Stork Club) NYC, nc.
Kenney, Mart: (Vancouver) Yancouver,

B. C, h.
Kent, ﬁarry: (Rainbow Rendezvu) Salt Lake
City, nc.
Ketchm Ken:

Kane, Allen:
Kardos, Gane:

(Hollywood) Madison, Wis., nc.
King, Henry: (Fairmount) San Francisco, h.
King, Wayne: (Drake! Chi. h.

King, Jay: (The Brook) East Orange, N. J.,
Detroit,

ro.
King’s Jesters: (Commodore Club)

ne.
Kinney. Ray: (Lexington} NYC, h. .

Kirby, John: (Famous Door} NYC, nc.

Kirk, Andy: (Savoy) NYC. b.

Knopp, Johnny: (Southmoor) Chi, h.

Kuhn, Dick: (Astor) NYC, h.

Kurtze, Jack: (Victoria) NYC, h.

Kyser, Kay: (Pennsylvania) NYC, h.
L

Lake, Sol: (606 Club) Chi,

Lally, Howard: (Five o’Clock) Milami Beach,
a., C,

Lande, Jules: (St. Regis) NYC, h.

Lang, Sid: (Hi Hat) Chi, nc.

Lang. Teddy: (Club Cavalier) NYC, nc.

LaPorte, Joe: (Qld Rcumanian) NYC. nc.

Lapp, Horace: (Royal York) Toronto, Ont., h.

Maya: (Monte Carlo) NYC, nc.

Meilen, Earl: (Crystal Terrace) Louisville, b.

Melvm. Jack: (Midnight Sun) NYC, nec.

Menking, Ray: (Casa Loma Gardens) Steu-
benville, O., nc.

Merei, Al: (Altus) Sulphur Springs, Fla., b.

Meroff, Benny: (Golden Gate) San Francisco,

nc.

Meyers, Vic: (Trianon) Seattle, Wash,, b.

Miller, Gene: (Wyatt) Casper, Wyo., h

Miller, Glenn: (Paradise) NYC, nc.

Millington. Basso: (Black Cat) NYC, ne.

Molina, Carlos: (Stevens) Chi, h.

Monroe, Jerry: (Greenbrier) Whlte Sulphur
Springs, W. Va., h,

Moon, Billy: (21 Club) Grand Rapids, Mich.,
ne.

Moore, Eddie: (Eagles) Ithaca, N. Y.,

Moore, Carl Deacon: (Orpheum) Memphls, t.

Morton, Gerry: (Savoy Plaza) NYC, h.

Morton, Hughie: (Anchorage) Pittsburgh, nce.

Moten, Bus: (White Horse) Kansas City, Mo.,
ne.

Munro, Hal: (Athletic Club) Milwaukee, cc.

Murphy, Francis: (Ten Eyck) Albany, N. Y., h,

Murray, Charlie: (Mon Paris) NYC, re.
Myles, Lee: (Park Central) NYC, h
N

Nagel, Harold:
Niclhols, Red:
Nielson, Paul:
Mich., b.

Niosa, Bert: (Brant Inn) Burlington, Ont., h.
Noble, Leighton: (Statler) Boston,

Norris, Stan: (Bali-Bali) Chi, nc.

Nottarage, Al: (Village Cellar) NYC, nc.
Nottingham, Gary: (Bal Tabarin) San Fran-

(Plerre) NYC, h.
{Nicollet) Minneapolis, h.
(Moonlight Gardens) Saginaw,

cisco, ne.
o

O’Hara, Ray* (Greenwich Village Casino)
NYC, nc.

Olmes, Major: (Webster Hall) Pittsburgh, h.
Owens. Harry (Beverly-Wiltshire) Los An-
geles,

Owens, Frecldle' (New Windmill) Natchez,
Miss., ne.

Ozenbaugh Leon:
side, Calif., nc.

(Pepper Tree Inn) River-

p

Pablo, Don: (Palm Beach) Detroit, nc.
Page, Hot Lips: {America) NYC, h.
Page, Gene, & Circle G P Cowboys Charlotte,

N. C., 5-9; Raleigh 10-15,

Palmer Skeeter: (Seneca) Rochester, N. Y., h.
Pancho: (Centrzl Park Casino) NYC, nec.
Parks, Bobby: (Plaza) NYC, h.
Paul, Eddie: (Columbla) Cleveland, b.
Paul, Prank: (Trocadero) Boston, nc.
Payne, Bert: (Capitol) Washington, b.
Pedro, Don: (Graemere) Chi, h,
Pendarvis. Paul: (Palace) San Francisce, h.
Perez, Chuy: (Club Zarape) Hollywood, nc.

Perry, Ron:
Petti, Emile:
Fla.,, nc.
Peyton, Jimmy:
Phillips, Wendell:
Phillips, Ray:
Pierce, Ross:
Pooley, Boab:

O\ h

(Dupont) Wilmington, Del., .
(Everglades Club) Palm Beach,

(Plaza) Pittsburgh, re.
(Medina) Chi, cec.
(Crawford House) Boston, h.
(Old Vienna) Cincinnati, re.
(Deshler Wallick) Columbus.

Piemonte, Vic: (Warwick) NYC, h.

Powell, Eddie: (New Riverside) Spread Eagle,
Wis., cc.

Press, Jack Arnold: (Berkeley-Carteret) As-
bury Park, N. J.,, h.

Prince, Graham: (Show Bar) Forest Hills,
. I, nc. .

Prima, Leon: (Bradford Penthouse) Bostonm,

nc.
Prima, Louis: (Jitterbug House) Hollywood,

(Queen) Wilmington, Del,, t.
R

(Gibson) Cincinnati, h.
(Utah) Salt Lake City, h.

ne.
Pryor, Roger:

Rapp, Barney:
Ravazza, Carl:

Reid, Bill: (Club Continental) New Haven,
Conn., nec.
Relyea, Al: (Lenos) Troy, N. Y.

, IO,
Renard Jacques: (Cocoanut Grove) Boston,
Reyes Chica: (Continental) Detroit, nec.
Reynolds, Maurice: (Dreamland Gardens)

Oneonta, N. Y., nc.

Ricardel, Joe: (Yacht Club) NYC, nc.

Rif:l:iardg, Jimmy: (Commodore Perry) Toe
edo, h.
Rimac: (Hollywood) NYC, nc.

Rinaldo, Nino: (885 Club) Chi, nc.

Rines, Joe: (Road to Mandalay) NYC, nc.
Robbins, Billy: (Coronado) Worcester, Mass., I8,
Rodrigo, Nano: (Havana-Madrid) NYC, nec.
Rogers, Eddy: (Syracuse) Syracuse, h.
R%;er‘s{, lgarry: (Half Moon) Coney Island,

Rog'ers,.’Bu'ddy: (Roosevelt) New Orleans, h.
Rohde, Karl: (Westminster) Boston, h.
Rollini, Adrian: (Piccadilly) NYC, b.

Royal Palm Boys: (New Willard) Toledo, h.

Royal Ambassadors: (Village Brewery) NYC,
nc.

Ruby: (Palm Springs Club) Palm Springs,
Calif., nc.

S
Sachs, Coleman: (Britling) Birmingham, re.
Salamack, Tony: (Blue Meadow Club) Lexing=~

ton, Ky., nc.
Sanavia, Aguste: (Cuban Casino) NYC, nc.
(Savoy) NYC,

Savoy, Sultana: b.
Schnickelfritz Band: (Shubert) Cincinnati, t.
Scoggin, Chic: (Show Boat) Fort Worth, Tex.,

nc.
Shaw, Artie: (Lincoln) NYC, h.
Shaw, Maurice: (Dempsey’s} NYC re.
Shelley, Lee: (Hollywood) NYC,
(Oriental Gardens\ Chi, re.

Sherman, Maurije:
Slegel, Irvlng (Herby's) West Palm Beach,

. PFla.
levers, Buddy. (Penthouse) Sioux City, Ia.,

Slms Paul: (Tutwiler) Birmingham, h.
slssle Noble: (Paramount) NYC, h.
Skinner, Fred: (Capri) Hollywood, nc,
Smith, Joseph C.: (La Rue) NYC, nc.
Smith, Stuff: (La Salle) Chi, h.
Spitalny, Phil: (Taft) Cincinnati, t.
Stabile, Dick: (Glbson) Cincinnati, h.

Steel, Leonard:. (Ft. Shelby) Detroit, h.

Steele, Blue: (Westwood) Little Rock, Ark.,
nc.

Stoefler,

Wally: (Tantilla Gardens) Rich-
mond, Va., b,

Streng, Benny:
Sudy, Joseph:

{Brown) Louisville, h.
(Sir Prancis Drake) San Fram-

cisco, h.
Stutz, Dick: (Brown Derby) Boston, ne.
Sylvio, Don: (Bertolott!’s) N¥YC, nc.

T
'I‘l"llt‘)mps%n Lang: (Blackstone) Fort Worth,
ex., h.
TlDona George: (Stork) Kansas City, Mo., ne.
Tisdale Trio: (Coq Rouge) NYC, nc.
Tisen, Carl: (Troika) Washlngton D. C.,
Tofte, Norman: (&1 Chico) ‘Birghamton.
N. Y., nc.
Tomasm, Jose: (Club Continentale) Mlanu, nce.
Torres, Ramon: (Savoy-Plaza) NYC,
Towne, Loren: (Hi-Ho Club) Wichita. Kan.,,
Tolbert, Skeets: (Plantation) NYC, nc.

(Broadmoor) Denver, h,
(Meadowbrook) Cedarbrook,

(Palmer House) Chi, h.

A\
(Danceland) Hammond, Ind., b.
(Belmont Plaza) NYC, h.
(Cog Rouge) NYC, ne.
w

(Lucille’s Paradise) Kansas

nc.

Tracy, Jack:
Tucker, Tommy:
N. J., cc.
Tucker, Orrin:

Velazco, Emil:
Venutl, Joe:
Vouzen, Nick:

Walder, Herman:
City, Mo., nc.

Wallace, Rudy:

Walton, Jack:

(Trocadero) Boston, nc.
(Schenley) Pittsburgh, h.
Walton, Vern: (The Tavern) Reno, Nev,, ne.
Waples, Bud: (Marquette) St. Louis, h.
Ward, Frankie: (Bradford Penthouse) Boston,
ne.
Weber, George:
Webster, Ralph:
Weeks, Ranny:

(Henry) Pittsburgh, h.
(Rainbow) Denver, b.
(Club Mayfair) Boston, nec.,
Weems, Ted: (St. Francis) San Franclsco, h.
Welk, Lawrence: (Chase) 8t. Louis, h.
Weldon: (Armando’'s) NYC, nc.
West, Ray: (It Cafe) Hollywood ac.
Wharton, Harry: (Village Barn) Phila, nc.
Whiteman, Paul: (State) NYC,
Widmer, Bus: (Plamor) Cheyenne Wyo., nc.
Willlams, Glen: (Shawnee) Springfield, O., h.
Williams, Griff: (Trlanon) Chi, b.
Williams, Clem: (Arcadia-International)
Phila. re.
Wllllams. Ozzle: (Esquire Club) Toronto, Ont.,
Wllllams, Ernle: (Subway) Kansas City, Me.,
ne.
Wilson. Samimy- (Coronado) St. Louis, h.
Wintz, Julia: (Top Hat) Unilon City, N. J,, nc.
Wood, Guy: (Arcadia) NYC, b.

Y
Young, Johnny: (Excelsior House) Snyders
Lake, N. Y., h
Z

Za.Fr'}n. nglchael: (Roney Plaza) Miamt Beach,

8.,
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New Plays on Broadway

Reviewed by Eugene Burr

GOLDEN

Beginning Tuesday Evening, Dec. 27, 1938

MICHAEL DROPS IN

A play by William Du Bois. Staged by
Edward Massey. Setting designed by
Eleancr Farringten, built by Vail Construc-
tion Co. and painted by Robert W. Bergman

Studio. Press agent, Clarence Taylor.
Stage manager, Larry Bolton. Assistant
stage manager, Robert Caldwell. Presented

by Marie Louise Elkins and Edward Massey.
Irene Lowrence. .........uuu. Miriam Jordan
Michael Dwyer.............. Onslow Stevens
Timmie Lawrence........... G. Albert Smith
Judy Morton. ... ......oouet Arlene Francis
Frank McNeil. .............. Edmund Dorsay
Hattie ... .. ... . cuiueininnn Cee Gee James

Philip Adams........ ...James Todd
Nan McNeil. ... ...... ..o un.. Lee Patrick
The Action of the Play Takes Place in the
Lawrences’ Apartment in New York City.
ACT |—Late Afternoon. ACT Il—After-
noon. About Three Weeks Later, ACT 1l—
The Same Evening. Several Hours Later.

Michael Drops In, a farce by William
Du Bois, dropped into the Golden Thea-
ter Wednesday night but failed to make
much of a splash. It's a pleasant
enough little comedy, mildly amusing
and seldom if ever unbearably annoying,
and there’s no particular reason why
it shouldn’t have been produced. But,
on the other hand, there’s no reason
why Marie Louise FElkins and Edward
Massey, the producers, should have
thought that it might lure cash cus-
tomers to a legitimate theater box office.

Tt’s a story (THE story, rather) ahout
the ugly little school-teacher (secre-
tary) (farm girl) (theater usher) who
comes from Sweetwater, Ida. (Squedunk)
(Cranberry Corners) (Budapest), and
overnight turns into a glamour gal so
filled with oomph that without half
trying she wins the heart of the big
handsome publisher (manager) (banker)
(movie hero). It seems wildly optimis-
tic to expect the customers to pay
legitimate theater prices for it when for
40 cents or less they can go to the
neighhorhood picture house and see it
twice on the same bill.

As a light comedy it might have gone
over yet again if the dialog had had
any particular wit or brilliance or polish
or sophistication to disguise the painful
malnutrition of the script: but Mr. Du
Bois’ writing is smoothly and pleasantly
undistinguished, committing no faux
pas whatsoever, but at the same time
failing at all points' to rise tc any level
above that of mere competence. Obvi-
ously, the plot needed much more,
despite the efforts of a really excellent
cast and the smooth. pointed and
effective direction of Mr. Massey.

The story (don’t stOop me if yowrve
heard it; I know you've heard it, but I
have to get it in for the sake of the
records) is about Judy Morton, a
geometry teacher from Sweetwater, who
has written a novel and who comes to
New York to sell it to the young head
of an art for art’s sake press. She sub-
leases the penthouse beneath his from
his current inamorata and the inamo-
rata’s husband —and, of course, the
publisher, in the habit of dropping down
via the trellis, drops in. She doesn’t
know that his publishing house is bank-
rupt; and he, having heard rumors of
her wealth, doesn’t know that they
were, to say the least, unfounded.

He reads her book—finally managing
to get around to it after the end of the
second act, Mr. Du Bois being no lad
for precipitous action—and thinks it’s
swell, She, in love with him, makes a
play; and he, going suddenly noble, runs
away from her. Of course. she has
awakened all his finer instincts: so he
takes her book to a publisher who,
strangely enough, appears to be solvent
and pays off his own creditors by selling
his co-operative apartment, Then, broke,
he comes down to say good-by., But
then he finds that she, too, is broke and
(hold your breath) stammers forth his
surging love, having held back hitherto
because he thought that she’d think
that ne was thinking of her money.
What Mr. Du Bois was thinking of is
beyond me.

Arlene Prancis gives little Judy far
more *than she’s worth, turning in a
finely pointed yet sympathetic, tender
and sometimes amazingly affecting per-
formance. Onslow Stevens is polished
and altogether excellent as the pub-
lisher, while Lee Patrick, providentially
ransomed from the Gold Coast, returns
to give the aid of her perfect readings

to a not too wisecracking friend. Jaines
Todd does really distinguished work in
an ungrateful incidental role. Miriam
Jordan, also fromm the cinema, appears as
tho she had been delivered to the
Golden stage from a shop window.

There’s absolutely nothing against
Michael Drops In; it's light and pleas-
ant and at least occasionally amusing;
but on the other hand there’s nothing
in its favor except the direction and the
cast. You can get it cheaper (and
often better) in the movies.

PLAYHOUSE

Beginning Thursday Evening, Dec. 22, 1938

(REVIVAL)

A play by Sutton Vane. Directed by Otto L.
Preminger.  Setting designed by Watson
Barratt, built by Martin Turner Construction
Co., and painted by Louis Kennel. Press
agent, Thomas Barrows. Stage manager, May

Marshall. Presented by the Playhouse Co.
Scrubby ... Morgan Farley
Ann oLl Helen Chandler
Henrv ................. Alexander Kirkland
Mr, Prior .........c00uun. Bramwell Fletcher
Mrs, Clivedon-Banks .......... Florence Reed
Rev. William Duke ............ Vincent Price
Mrs. Midgit ... ..cvven., Laurette Taylor
Mr.Lingley ..o viiiiniinnens Louis Hector

Rev, Frank Thomson

PLACE: On Board. TIME: The Present.

ACT |—In Harbor. Morning. ACT Il—
At Sea. The Same Evening. ACT Ili—Scene
1: An Afterncon Six Days Later. Scene 2:

The Night ot the Same Day.

If anyone wants to enroll for the best
possible course in acting in the shortest
possible length of time, he need only buy
a ticket to the Playhouse, where the newly
formed Playhouse Co.’s revival of Sutton
Vane’s Outward Bound is playing. By
watching practically all of the perform-
ances therein contained he’ll arrive at a
sure knowledge of what great acting
should ve like.

This sweeping statement becomes less
far-fetched when it is remarked that the
cast is headed by Laurette Taylor, return-
ing again to local boards—thank Thespis!
—as Mrs. Midgit. Miss Taylor’'s work is
more than merely superlative pretending;
it is a goul to be aimed at by all perform-
ers who carry in their hearts a high and
honest regard for their own profession;
and as Mrs. Midgit she rises beautifully
to the top of her own form. The part is
far from good; the author’s conception is
routine and some of the lines are prac-
tically impossible; but Miss Taylor suf-
fuses it all with the glow and warmth,
the consummate artistry and sweeping
effect of her own tremendous ability; and
it stands as a warm, pulsating, human,
lovably and magnificent characterization.

But Miss Taylor's work is not the only
feature of the course in acting offered at
the Playhouse; there are at least five
other performances that would be out-
standing if they happened to appear in
a cast of merely above-average compe-
tence. As it is, they are component parts
of an amazing theatrical evening. Bram-
well Fletcher, for example, does work that
puts him, so far as I'm concerned, among
our top half dozen or so performers, as
Prior; Vincent Price plays a routine and
really deceptively difficult role with amaz-
ing sensitivity and beautifully honest
effect; Louis Hector turns a typical stuffed
shirt into a completely rounded and con-
stantly believable human being; Morgan
Farley, hitherto no favorite in this cor-
ner, does by long odds the best work of
his career, quiet, restrained and beauti-
fully effective, as Scrubby; and Helen
Chandler, also rising to her top perforni-
ance. is heartbreakingly sincere as Ann.

In addition, Thomas Chalmers is start.
nIingly and thankfully right in a smaller
role, and Alexander Kirkland manages to
maintain a tricky and essential minor
note thruout. The only drawback, as a
matter of fact, is Florence Reed, who,
piaying a burlesqued society matron. bur-
lesques it even further and cements her
effects with a trowel.

As for the play itself, as may be gathered
from casual comments concerning its
characters, it is definitely on the dated
cide—a heartbreaking admission to a
<centimentalist who has treasured its
memory for years. The fantasy of the
newly decad taking a voyage to Judgment
and finding that the examiner, like the
Mikado, makes the punishment fit the
crime, has little but surface fancy to
bolster it; its characters are cardboard
puppets, ‘its sentimentality takes on the
proportions of a proscenium-high cake of
maple sugar, and some of its plotting is
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so pat that the pat feels, to the customers,
a good deal more like a haymaker. Bu-
stil]l it has its qualities—and it does
serve as a vehicle for the beautiful cast
now appearing at the Playhouse; the
fantasy of the first act (before it wears
thin) is provocative and stimulating, anc.
even the later sentimentality manages
cceasionally to be both lovable and the-
atrically effective.

The Playhouse Co., which is presenting
it, says in a leafies that it “has beer
formed to establish a permanent or-
ganization for the presentation of famoue
as well as new plays with the finest artists
available.” More power to it; it’s some-
thing that Broadway has needed badly for
many years. And if such a ringer as &
reviewer may intrude a couple of sug-
gestions, what about Berkeley Square and
Journey's End later on?

The direction of Outward Found, by the
way, is by Otto L. Preminger, and it is ex-
cellent. And whoever it was who did the
lighiing deserves a terrific hand for its
unohtrusive perfection

A second-night audience, including
such connoisseurs as Tallulah Bankhead
Fstelle Winwood and Gloria Swanson,
gave the performance almost 20 curtain
calls and cheered—Iliterally cheered—Miss
Taylor to the echo.

It's that sort of show.

46TH STREET

Beginning Monday Afternoon. Dec. 26, 1938

BLOSSOM TIME

(REVIVAL)

An operetta with book and lyrics adapted by
Dorothy Donnelly from the original by A. M.
Willner and H. Reichert. Music adapted by
Sigmund Romberg, from the originals by
Franz Schubert. Staged by Edward Scanlon.
Settings designeu b Watson Barratt, con-
structed by William Nolai,, and painted by
Buell Scenic Studios. Costumes &y V/zronira,
Press agents, C. P. Greneker and Reuben
Rabinovitch. Stage manager, Sam Lamberg.
Orchestra under the direction of Pierre De
Reeder. Presented by the Messrs. Shubert.

Kuppelweiser, a Poet.......... Neville Landor

Vogel, Tenor at the Royal Opera. Allen Raymoncd

Flower Girl.. . oo it iiinnsenans Betti Davis

Von Schwindt, 2 Painter........ Joseph Toner

Bellabruna, Countess Sharntoff...........
...................... Charlotte Lansing

Count Sharntoff, the Danish Ambassador. ..

............... veeenee..Wheeler Dryder
Schubert..........cooa. Everett Marshall
Daughters of Kristian Kranz:

Mitzi ......... 6000600000004 Mary McCoy

Fritzi ......0... wevesoes..Marjorie Ford

Kitzi .o e ve....Cracie Wortt
Erkman, Suitor of Fritzi...... Ernest Goodhar
Binder, Suitor of Kitzi.......... Burt Raeburn

Domeyer, Restaurant Proprietor. . John Wheeler
Kranz, Court Jeweler......... Douglas Leavitt

Schober, a Viennese Socialite.. ... Roy Cropper
Rosi, Bellabruna'’s Maid. ....... Virginia Vonne
Mrs, Kranz . ....coevneivnen.. Zella Russell
Emmy, Kranz’s Maid.......... Alyce Chapelle

Novotney, a Private Detective.Harry K, Norton
Mrs. Coburg, Schubert’s Housekeeper......

....................... Ruth Lockwooc
Danseuse . ...... .o i Alyce Chapelle
ACT 1—Domeyer’s Prater in Vienna, Twi-

light in May, 1826. ACT |I—Drawing Room in
the House of Kranz. Three Months Later.
ACT Ill——Franz Schubert’s Lodgings. Two
Months Later.

On Monday afternoon the Shuberts
brought their road revival of Blossom
Time (their steenth road revival of
Blossem Time) to town, complete with
Franz Schubert music adapted by Sig-
mund Romberg and the Willner-Reichert
libretto adapted by Dorothy Donnelly.
It nestled down in the 46th Street Thea-
ter, a nostalgic scrap of lavender and old
lace in the erstwhile hot-spot of Olsen
and Johnson.

In this version Everett Marshall plays
the inzislently resuscitated composer,
Mary McCoy is Mitzi, Roy Cropper is
Schober, and Charlotte Lansing is Bella-
bruna. Miss Lansing, a veteran of
operettas of the Blossom Time genre, re-
vealed a surprisingly fine voice, full,
rounded and well handled; while Miss
McCoy, pert, cute and pretty, walked off
with the show. Her voice is clear, sweet
and very iovely, taking the pianissimc
high notes with ease and breath-catching
beauty. and rising easily and excellently
to ail the requirements of the score.

The book, as has been suspected at
various tintes during the last century or
two, is one of the sappiest and most pain-
ful atrocities ever perpertrated in even
the painful and sappy operetta field; and
there can be little or no doubt that the
direction of the current revival is the
worst direction (or misdirection) ever
seen on a Broadway stage. But nothing
really, can completely ruin the portions
of Schubert that Mr. Romberg left more
or less inviolate—and there is also the
performance of Miss McCoy to reckon
with.

As road revivals go, that’s really as
much as a veteran theatergoer can rea-
sonably expect.

GUILD

Beginning Wednesday Evening, Dec. 28, 1938
THE MERCHANT OF
YONKERS

A farce by Thornton Wilder, starring Jane
Cowl. Directed by Max Reinhardt. Settings
designed by Boris Aronson. Settings built
and painted by Studio Alliance. Costumes
executed by Eaves Costume Co. Press
agents, Richard Maney and John Latham

Toohey. Stage manager, Pete Barker. Pre-

sented by Herman Shumlin.
Horace Vandergelder.......... Percy Waram
Ambrose Kemper. .. ........ Bartlett Robinson
Joe Scanlon. .....oovhinnn. Philip Coolidge
Gertrude .....oocviieotsnnens Carrie Weller
Cornelius Hackl.......... 6000000 Tom Ewell
Ermengarde .........c00000 Frances Harison
Melchior Stack . .Joseph Sweeney
Mrs. Levi c.ooovvenenanss vev....]ane Cowl
Barnaby Tucker ........ weeeess..John Call
Mrs. Molloy . .....cc.oeens oo e June Walker
Minnie Fay ........... .....Nydia Westman
A Cabman ........c..00n Edward F. Nannary
RUOIPh v vvirr e cnneaase Max Willenz
August ... e e ....Peter Struwel
A COOK viveenennsanoennnns Maida Reade
Miss Van Huysen............ Minna Phillips

ACT 1—Vandergelder’s House in Yonkers,
N. Y. ACT I—Mr. Molloy’s Hat Store, New
York. ACT Ill—The Marmonia GCardens
Restaurant on the Battery. ACT |V—Miss
Van Huysen's House.

Time: The Early ’80s.

This Play s Based Upon a Comedy by
johann Nestroy (Vienna, 1842).Whlch Was
Itself Based Upon an English Original.

This reporter, never one to miss a
chance to say, “I told you so,” sticks &
figurative finger to an ugly if figurative
nose and blithely remarks in the general
direction of the Pulitzer Prize committee
and the Critics’Circle ““Yaaaaaaa!” Thorn-
ton Wilder's second play, The Merchant
of Yonkers, adapted for some reason
known only to the self-consciously
metaphysical mind of Mr. Wilder from
a German script of the 19th century,
came to the Guild Theater Wednesday
night under the sponsorship of Herman
Shumlin. Even those who couldn’t see
thru the pompous inanity, smug
unctuousness. didactic muddle-headness
and asinine incompetence of Our Town
can hardly hail The Merchant of
Yonkers as the work of a first-line play-
wright.

The Merchant finds Mr. Wilder in a
self-consciously playful mood, unbend-
ing condescendingly toward his idolaters
with the grace of a rheumatic elephant
and the gayety of a hangman doing the
town. Whatever was contributed by
Johann Nestroy, the unfortunate
Viennese playwright who wrote the basis
for the Wilder superstructure, is not
known to this unlettered and low-
brow correspondent; but Mr. Wilder
turns it all into a would-be-playful poke
at the Victorians, full of synthetic
nostalgia, phony flavor and out-and-out,
unabashed hoke. I have nothing against
hoke when it is good hoke-—Hamlet, for
example, is the hokiest play I know—
but the hoke in The Merchant of
Yonkers is anything but good. It is as
corny as a waitress’ foot. In addition,
there iz the usual Wilder penchant for
impossibly ridiculous overwriting, and
the usual Wilder penchant for getting
off a series of would-be philosophical
nifties that have the depth of a sheet
of tissue paper and the wisdom of a
verse by Eddie Guest. Most of the
choice nifties are delivered by members
of the cast who approach the footlights
and speak directly to the startled cus-
tomers, a procedure that is injected
evidently for the sole purpose of prov-
ing that Mr. Wilder is still a playwright
unbound by the traditions of the stage.
Even the most dyed-in-the-wool oppo-
nents of traditions must admit that
there's something to them after this.

Spoofing like mad, being as de-
terminedly gay as a cloak-and-suiter on
his first visit to New York, forcing his
cast to overact energetically in the
accepted tradition of opry house kidding,
Mr. Wilder transfers the American Music
Hall to the Guild Theater—only without
the wit, the humor and the drinks. As
a matter of fact, the whole affair shapes
up as a bundle as precious and militantly
quaint as last spring's rather painful
The Two Bouquets—only in this case
the total effect is as tho Lenny, of Mice
and Men, had suddenly decided to go
coy. And any amusement the evening
might conceivably offer is crushed just
about as thoroly as Lenny crushed the
mice that he stroked with his huge,
clumsy, idiot’s hand.

The plot, such as it is, tells of Horace
Vandergelder, a Yonkers skinflint who
goes wife-seeking in New York under the
guidance of an amenable Mrs. Levi,
while his niece runs off with the artist
she loves and his two oppressed workers
hurry off adventure bound. Then all
meet in an almost naughty New York
cafe, where they have high jinks thate
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are too.gay for words with Mr. Vander-
gelder losing his purse, one of the work-
ers dressing up as a girl, Mrs. Levi
engineering her own marriage, a couple
of millionaires dancing gayly around the
tables and Mr Vandergelder’s niece
swooning madly all over the place. In
the next scene they all meet again at
the house of some relative or other, and
everything, for no particular reason, is
straightened out to the satisfaction of
everyone except the customers. It’s
really as silly as that

Of course, since it’s supposed to be a
kidding farce anyhow, its silliness would
be nothing against it if it had any
gayety or amusement or wit to make it
palatable. But it has hone. Its speeches
drone on and on, offering platitudes that
stalk around thinking themselves epi-
grams until the boredom becomes posi-
tively virulent, and the romping and
gayety are so phony and forced and
artificial that it becomes almost con-
stantly embarrassing.

A really excellent cast, headed by Jane
Cowl, no less. is involved in the pro-
ceedings, working like Trojans to put
the plece across—but it's a task beyond
even the tremendous powers: of Miss
Cowl. She, indeed, gives an altogether
spiendid performance, vivid, colorful
and as amusing as the lines will allow,
and she is ably aided by Percy Waram,
Tom Ewell, Minna Phillips, June Walker,
Nydia Westman, Joseph Sweeney and
almost all the rest—and particularly by
John Call, who is doing the best job
of his career—but their united efforts
cannot overcome the insuperable draw-
backs of the scripts.

Max Reinhardt’s direction is almost as
good as that of Billy Bryant, of show-
boat fame, which it sedulously seeks
to ape.

LYCEUM

Beginning Tuesday Evening, Dec. 27, IQBé

BRIGHT REBEL

A play by Stanley Young. Staged by William
Kilcullen.  Settings designed by Yellenti.
Settings built and painted by France Scenic
Studio.  Costumes designed by Lucielle
Samuels.  Costumes executed by Brooks
Costume Co. Press agent, John Peter
Toohey. Associate press agent, Ben Korn-
zweig. Stage mansger, H. Philip Minis.
Assistant stage” managers, Peter Carsartt
and Francis s\yann. Presented by William

Kilcullen. 7
Harrington. ... 4 oot Francis Swann
Peachey. . .. Mary McCormack
Fletcher acereevrennenan. Robert Vivian
Mrs. Byrf' «oer v, Jeanne Caselle
Tom rbore I James MacGuire
John Cam Hobhouse. .. ... .. Maurice Manson
_scrve Davies. ... Ll Michael Wills
tord Byron................. John Cromwell
Annabelle Miibanke........ Francesca Bruning
Lady Caroline Lamb.......... Janice Hanford
Lord Melbourne. ........... Lewis L. Russe!l
Lady Melbourne.............. Beatrice Terry
Lady Oxford.................. Helena Glenn
Lady Jersey........ 9000000000000 Dana Dale
Jarvis . ... Lo Richard Aherne

Nicholas Kondylis.......
Augusta Leigh,. .

. .Danjel Krewe
....Ann Loring

Mrs. Minns .. Marie de Becker
Dr. Lee Mann. .. . .Henry Vincent
Or. Millengen. ............... Francis Swann

Colone! Stanhope............ Richard Aherne
ACT 1—Scene 1: Newstead Abbey, 1809.

Scene 2: Melbourne House, London, 1812,
Scene 3: Byron's Rooms, London, an Hour
Later. ACT tl—Scene 1: Melbourne House,

Twe Weeks Later. Scene 2:
1816. ACT 111—Scene 1:

Byron’s Rooms,
Byron’s Rooms, Six

scHooL I E
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Months Later, Scene 2: Byron’s Military Head-
quarters, Missolonghi, Greece, 1824.

If ever an author has been plagued,
haunted and destroyed by actor and
director trouble, that author is Stanley
Young. Last season his lovely, alto-
gether excellent Robin Landing was
hamstrung by direction which was, up
to that point, about the worst in the
world and by a performance in a lead-
ing role that was reminiscent of the less
capable moments of the Cherry Sisters.
This season (to be specific, on Tuesday
night at the Lyceum Theater) Bright
Rebel was annihilated by direction
which achieved the stupendous feat of
being even worse than that accorded
Robin Laending and by a leading. per-
formance that makes thte aforementioned
acting Job in the previous play seem
like a combination of the best points of
Maurice Evans, Edwin Booth and David
Garrick. The direction was committed
by William Kilcullen, who also pre-
sented the play, and the playing was the
fell deed of John Cromwell.

Bright Rebel is a play about Byron—
but whether or not a good play about
Byron cannot possibly be seen from the
presentation it receives at the Lyceum.
The chances are that it's not—but at
least Mr. Young’s grand gift for trenchant
statement, gloriously imaginative dialog
and sweeping emotion flashes on fre-
quent occaston thru the murk of the
production and indicates that his
primary qualities are still in good work-
ing order and ready to function (as they
will function some day) in the finest
tradition of the timeless stage.

The plot outline, in seven more or less
episodic scenes, shows Byron as a some-
what neurotic and dissipated youth on
the receiving end of one of his mother’s
pathological rages; as a very young
literary lion,*shocking a smart drawing
room by introducirz; into it two repre-
sentatives of_the submerged classes; as a
iroubled young poet anchoring himself
fast to the safe and loving heart of Au-
gusta, his half sister; as a not entirely
willing suitor for the hand if not the
heart of a prim and stodgy miss who, his
friends feel, will serve as mental and
emotional ballast for him; as a dis-
traught husband andg father driven to
desperation by his enemies, the misin-
terpretation (as Mr. Young calls it) of
his love for Augusta and the sancti-
monious nagging of his wife; as an exile
saying good-by to his few friends and
his one dear love after the break-
up of his marriage, and as a fever-crazed
commander in Greece, dying self-con-
sciously and rather pitifully.

As in all episodic plays, the interest

rises, breaks, rises and breaks again
spasmodically. There are indications that
even without the present production the
proceedings would be heavy and slow.
In trying to whitewash Byron, instead
of frankly admitting all the evil rumors
and still finding a glorious justification
in the man’s work and art, Mr. Young
further weakens the case of a much.
maligned and unjustifiably discounted
world genius. And there is little or
nothing new contributed either to an
understanding of Byron's character or
knowledge of the people and events
that surrounded him.
. But despite all the defects—and be-
side the unbelievably bad acting and
direction—there are flashes of imagina-
tion, beauty and great dramatic effect.
Mr. Young is still a dramatist to be
reckoned with. One can only hope that
his next play will find an even barely
competent production.

In view of the direction it would be
manifestly unfair to judge the efforts
of most members of the cast—but no di-
rection could conceivably palliate the
histrionics offered by young Mr. Croms-
well in the leading role. Failing entirely
to bother about the mere meaning of
the lines, shading his interpretation
with the delicacy of a fence painter,
breaking his lines in a way that Iis
matched only by Orson Welles at his
worst, intoning constantly in a sort of
singsong croon that he probably thought
was highly poetic, attacking an intricate
and delicate part with the intelligence
and finesse of a truck driver, he lacked
only a green spotlight and a net be-
tween himself and the audience to make
his act complete. ’

The direction is of a piece with the
principal performance—as amateur, in-
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effective and belligerently opry-house a
treatment as could be seen this side of
the Punxsutawney Literary and Dramatic
Club. But breaking thru all the ob-
stacles comes one luminously clear and
lovely performance, that of Ann Loring
as Augusta. With dignity, restraint, a
sure knowledge of stage effect and a sen-
sitive and intelligent series of readings,
Miss Loring stands out like a very lovely
ring-finger on a handful of sore thumbs.
And also managing to crash thru with
hice jobs in minor roles are Maurice
Manson, James MacGuire and Beatrice
Terry. They gave Mr. Young whatever
help they could—but they were prac-
tically alone in their efforts.

- LONGACRE

Beginning Friday Evening, December 23, 1938

WINDOW SHOPPING

A comedy by Louis E. Shecter and Norman
Clark. Staged by Arthur Sircom. Settings
designed by Tom Adrian Cracraft, con-
structed by Martin Turner Construction
Co. and painted by Louis Kennel. Stage
manager, Fred Harris. Assistant stage man-
ager, Marjorie Blair. Press agent, Lodewick

Meat Man........00vvene Louls john Latzer
Murray Tserk.........cou.... Don McHenry
jean Wilson. ............... Joan MacCarthy

Mrs. Wilson Pratt Honifeather. .Rosalind fvan

ACT I—Living Room of a Farmhouse in -
Upper New York. Saturday Neon. ACT fl—
Scene 1: The Same. Saturday Afternoon.
Scene 2: The Same. Saturday Night. ACT
{H—~The Same. Sunday Morning. Time—The
Present.

Inspired perhaps by the neighborly
proximity of the Father Divine cult and
farmer Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Doris
Frankel has attempted a comic denoue-
ment with three anaemic Communists
and three would-be specimens of the
capitalist class and the Republican Party
thrown into a parallel situation on a
farm in upper New York. The weak
means have produced weak ends.

Ribbing of the political creeds is
awfully unoriginal, lifeless and too, too
conscious. If the author had even a
fair knowledge of Communism she failed
to summon her resources to aid the
inane twittering submitted as dialog.
(See DON’T THROW GLASS on page 26)

LITTLE

Beginning Monday Evening, December 26, 1938

Vroom. Presented by Thomas Kilpatrick.
Jack Garfield................. Philip Huston RUTH DRAPER
Secretary ..., Patricia Rice ..
Janet Dixon ........ciieun.. ... Ruth Lee (Limited Engagement)
Ned Korn .. ....Richard Taber Actor-Managers, !nc., presents Ruth Draper
Mr. Talbot ............... George Spaulding in her original character sketches. Press
Miss Miller ... ............... Jean Mann agent, Helen Hoerle. Stage manager,
Mr. Frisby ..... 0000000000 Mortimer Weldon /" Frank Grogan.
m"fss S°°gé'g":;§s --------------- Aé'sfeh F('?g;'lgg Ruth Draper is a charming artist who
. n DI NI NI T A SO i 3
Mr. Simpson .............. Franklyn George paints portraits with words, a causal

Trudy Huber «................ Gerta Rozan
NUFSE .« ottt iiiinininenn... Marjorie Blair
Herman Garfield ............ Ceorge Sidney
Photographer ............... Ceorge Spelvin
Molly Moran . ................ Ann Thomas
Penelope ....ceveereiinnnnn.. Edith Leslie
Inspector Kenny ............. W. J. Hackett
Matson ..occieinnnnenn.., Solly Ward
Walsh toiaiiiiiii .. Phil Sheridan
McGinty o.oveennnnninnen... William Morgan
Mrs. Stansbury . .Ethel Strickland
Judge Polk .....co oL, Donald MacKenzie

WINDOW SHOPPERS: Sam Alfonso, Joe
Brown |r., Mavis Butler, |. Dodd, Alice Farley,
Frances George, Muriel Johnson, Martha Kauf-
man, George Knight, Peter Lawrence, Sam
Mortimer, Norman Kraber, Texas Thomas, J.
Taylor Wood, Lillian Williams.

ACT 1—Scene 1: The Office of Herman
Carfield. September, 1938. Scene 2: A Hos-
pital Room. That Evening. ACT [l—Scene 1:
The Stere Window. A Week Later. Just
Before 9:30 A.M. Scene 2: The Same. That

Evening. Just Before Closing. ACT 11—
Scene 1: The Office. The Next Morning.
Scene 2: The Window. Immediately Fol-
towing.

George Sidney, who plays the leading
role in Window Shopping, is the only
good thing in the play. Unfortunately,
Sidney, - tho contributing brightness
wherever possible thru his portrayal of a
store owner, cannot sustain the entire
plece—and it is no great prophecy to
say that authors Louis E. Shecter and
Norman Clark will shortly be lifting
Window Shopping out of the ash can
and laying it on the shelf.

A farce comedy presented last Friday
at the Longacre, the play revolves
around a department store owner who
for the sake of attracting crowds per-
mits a young lovely to live in the store
window. Gerta Rozan is the gal. She
is from Vienna and has an accent, but
her only definite merit is shown when
she takes most of her clothes off in
Herman Garfield’s window.

Threads in the plot are the usual ones.
The gal masquerades as a countess,
dodges immigration authorities and
finally marries the boss’ son.

Play, in three acts and six scenes, was
staged by Arthur Sircom. Sircom, in the
way of dialog, had not much to work
with. Lines fell fiat with the exception
of those handled by Sidney, and in
Sidney’s case it was an example of ability
rising above material.

In the cast are Philip Huston, as the
male love interest; Ruth Lee, as Janet
Dixon, a publicity agent, and Ann
Thomas, George Spaulding, Ethel Strick-
land and others.

Settings by Tom Adrian Cracraft were
adequate. Paul Ackerman.

VANDERBILT

Beginning Tuesday Evening, Dec. 27,

DON'T THROW GLASS
HOUSES

A comedy by Doris Frankel. Settings designed
by Louis Kennel. Presented by Contem-
porary Stage. Setting built by Turner
Construction Co., painted by Louis Kennel.
Lighting by Moe Hack. Alfred H. Tamarin,
press representative. Albert Ward Jr., stage

1938

manager. Advisory Board of Contemporary
Stage* Philip Barber, Lem Ward and
Malcolm Atterbury.
Chet Smith, ........cccceen.. ... John Raby
Nita Marx. . ..coovveninen. Margaret Randall
Burke Morgan. .......... ..., Jack Yule

shrug of shoulders or-a leap across the
stage. Her technique is unbounded and
her following completely sold.

Even the good, however, can be over-
done or carried out to the point of
diminishing returns. Two hours of
monologing was a bit taxing for at least
one member of the appreciative audience
wallowing in Miss Draper’s carefully pre-
pared character studies. It’s a wager
that the actress could draw as good a
box office on a shorter bill. The present
plan exhausts her resources too quickly,
for, like poets of the same sex (and this
is treason), she lacks range.

Taken individually, the studies can’t
be topped. Of the four titles given at

(See RUTH DRAPER on page 26)

OUT-OF-TOWN OPENINGS

“Set to Music”
(Shubert Theater)
BOSTON

Revue by Noel Coward, starring Bea-
trice Lillie. Staged by the author. Set-
tings and costumes by G. E. Calthorp.
Presented by John Wilson.

Principals: Beatrice Lillie, Hugh
French, Nora Nugent, Anthony Pellissier,
Kenneth Carten, Gladys Hensen, Penel-
ope Dudley-Ward, Bronson Dudley, Eva
.Ortega, Mary Anne Carr, Leonard Gib-
son, Maidie Andrews, Sanders Draper,
Rosemary Lomax, Sarah Burton, Anna
Jackson, Laura Duncan, Angus Mensies,
Betty Green, Ray Dennis, Robert Shack-
(See Out-of-Town Openings on page 25)

Performances to December 31, Inclusive.
Dramatie Opened Pert.
Abe Lincoln in Illinois

(Plymonth)  .......... ct. 15... 90
American Landscape (Cort) Dec. 3... 84
Bachelor Born  (Broadhurst) Jan. 25... 386
Bright Rebel (Lyceum) ... Dec. 27... 7
Don’t Throw Glass Houses

{(Vanderbilt) ..., ...... Deec. 27.. 7
Everywhere T Roam

(National) . .......... ec. 29.. 4
Hamlet (St. James)....... Oct, 12.. 17
Here Come e Clowns

(Booth) o em D Yoo 31
Kiss the Boys Goodbye

Miller's) . ........... Sept. 28... 112
Merchant of Yonkers, The. ..

) ococoogoagoaoo ec. 28.. Q
Michael Drops In (Golden).. Dec. 27.. 8
Oscar Wilde (Fulton)...... Oct. 10.. 97
Outward Bound  (revival)

{Playhouse) ___._._______ Nee. 22, . 14
Rocket to the Moon (Belasco) Nov, 24... 45
Ruth Draper Solo (Little) .. Dee. 286.. ., 9
Spring Meecting (Morosco}._Dec. 8... 28
Tohacco Road (Forrest) .. Dec, 4,°33.2056
What 2 Li.fse (Biltmora(\m .. Apr. 13... 307
Window hopping ng-

D) crocccocmcoememo Dec.. 23 11

Musical Comedy
Blackbirds (44th St.) Dec. 29.. 4
Blossom Time (revival)

(46th St.) .. ..o Dec. 26. 10
Boys From Syracnse, The

i - Nov., 23... 47
. 22,.. 120
»

{Shuberty . .......... fay 11... 271
Knickerbocker Ioliday (Barry-

MOre) e QOct. 19... 85
Leave It to Me (Imperial) __Nov. 9... 64
Pins and Needles (Labor

Stage) ... .. o0l Nov. 27, '37, 488
Policy Kings (Dayes) ... ... Dec. 29... 5
Sing Out the News (Music

e BOX) e Sept. 24... 97

I
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Jlub Talent

New York City:

MARCIA HARRIS returned to the
Monte Carlo Club Wednesday. . . . MISS
LYNN, of Lynn and Lazzeroni, now at
the Village Barn, is very much alive
and says reports that she was killed in
an auto accident have become very
annoying.

RAINBOW ROOM'S new show, coming
in January 11, will have Mary Martin,
doubling from Leave It to Me; Gower
and Jeanne, Martinet’s trained crow and
the bands of Ben Cutler and Eddie Le-
Baron. . . . ARTHUR AND MYERS were
placed by Roger Murrell at the Shoreham
Hotel, Washington, beginning December
31. ... STUART AND GILRONE left the
Pelham Heath Inn to start an engage-
ment at the Evergreen Club, Bloom-
field, N. J.

Chicago:

GRACIE BARRIE celebrated her first
wedding anniversary here last week,
hubby Dick Stabile flying in from Cin-
cinnati that evening to be on hand
. . . MARY RAYE AND NALDI returx
to the Chez Paree February 10 to head
the new show, which will include Gloria
Day, Wiere Brothers and Romo Vincent.

Here and There:

GLADYS LEMOYNE, of the LeMoynes,
suffered a fractured shoulder while ax
the Cafe Madrid, Buffalo, N. Y., last
week. . . . PEARL FERN and Co. opened
at the Algeo Hotel, Toledo, January 2
after completing eight weeks thru Ohto.
Booked thru Bingaman & Gruver, Akron.
... WINTER GARDEN REVUE has justf
closed a four-week stretch at the Times
Square Hotel, Rochester, N. Y. Revue is
a 10-people show that played Hamid
fairs all summer.

TED AND ETHEL WALKER, Frank
Murtha, Marylin Mayne, Betty Burns
and Margaret and Dic® Gerner have beern
held over at the Lighthouse Cafe, Hum-
milstown, Pa.

Neal Lang and Frances Roberts held
over December 25 for an indefinite stay
at the New Miami Inn, Toledo, O.

Music Quiz Hits Shreveport

SHREVEPORT, La., Dec. 31.—Musical
quiz has hit this community, with
Thursday nights permanently set for
novelty night in the Fountain Room of
the Washington-Youree. Johnny Miller,
of Jules Duke’s Ork, plays professor, with
questions centering around professionals
and new and old music. Club held its
candid camera night on December 27.

Number Twenty-0One in
a Series of Opinions of
the Nation’s Leading
Night Club and Hotel
Owners and Managers
about the Night Clubs-
Vaudeville Department
of The Billboard.

FRANK
PALUMBO

Operator of
Palumbo’s
Philadelphia,and
Palumbo’s
Renault
Restaurant,
Atlantic City

Says:

“The Billboard keeps me
in touch with all the infor-
mation I require concern-
ing entertainment . . .”

|

World’s Only
Chinese Nitery

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 31—*The only
Chinese night club in the world” opened
here December 22 with an all-Chinese
floor show. Charles P. Low is the man-
ager. Spot, tabbed Forbidden City, is
located on the outskirts of Chinatown.
Three shows are given nightly, with
music provided by Van Meisner’s Or-
chestra.

Opening performance had Li Tei Ming,
of stage and radio; Jadin Wong, Orien-
tal dancer; Ellen Chinn, in modern
dances; George Lee, singer, and Gee
Ming, magician. Opening night caught
a good crowd of the curious.

Detroit Holiday

Business Awful-

DETROIT, Dec. 31.— Pre-Christmas
business proved a disappointment to
most night spot operators, with a tend-
ency to pick up right after the holidays.
Business reached a record low on Christ-
mas Eve, with spots practically deserted.
The nadir was reported from the two
top-rating swank spots of town, the
Book Casino and the Statler Terrace
Room.

The Casino had 24 customers, and a
party of four of them told Ramona, who
has been leading her Men of Music there
for four weeks, that they had just left
the Terrace Room because they were the
only customers.

B-K’s Showing
Night on Cuff

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—Balaban & Katz
instituted a “showing night” feature in
its newly acquired State-Lake Wednes-
day, using an average of five acts weekly.

316 Niteries N(; Ul;ler

AFA

Contract onWages,Conditions

»
148 in New York, 81 in L. A., 40 in San Francisco, 39
in Chicago, 4 in Detroit, 4 in Philly, Boston—$30 to
$60 usual minimum range—more agents taking licenses

NEW YORK, <Dec. 81.—The organization drive of the American Federation of
Actors to sign up night clubs to closed-snop agreements covering minimum wages,
standard contracts and working conditions has resulted in more than 300 contracts

in various sections of the country, according to AFA officials.

New York and its

metropolitan area leads the fleld in orgenization with 148 agreements with night
clubs providing for minimum wages ranging from $30 in the smaller spots to 860
for principals in larger night club floor shews. This range has been put into effect

Ist C_over Charge
In Philly in Years

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31.—For the
first time in almost a decade a Philly
night club has imposed a cover charge
for New Year’'s Eve—and a $6 one at
that.

The spot is Jack Lynch's Walton
Roof and, in spite of the steep tariff,
has reported a sellout for the night.
Last year Lynch had a $6 charge, but it
included a dinner. A $3.50 cover charge
will be tacked on to patrons in the cock-
tail lounge.

All nabobs are set to Kkeep open
until 5 a.m. New Year's Eve despite
Mayor Wilson’s edict that the midnight
Sunday curfew will be strictly enforced.

talent and, while a promise is given to
use the better acts in B. & K. houses,
no money is paid them for that show.

Warners have been running a similar
showing date in their Stratford on the
South Side, with the talent collected
and furnished by the William Morris

Agents and bookers are solicited for Office.

Maisie Works New Year’s E:ve,
But Can’t Remember Just What

By PAUL DENIS
Dear Paul: .
AS YOU might suspect, all of us had been looking forward to New Year’s Eve.
Nick figured he could clean up that night and make up for the losses during
the last few weeks, so he installed some more tables—but didn’t realize he had
covered up the band stand with tables until the band showed up that night.

Anyway, Nick wanted to splurge for New Year's Eve, so he phoned Joe Pursent,
the agent, and asked Joe to send down a high-class ballroom team for $18.50, a
blues singer for $9 and a knife thrower for $9.50. Then he ordered Danny, our
band leader, to increase the band to six pieces and also booked the Three Reefers,

relief band.
* * *

WHEN New Year's Eve finally arrived everything went wrong. The waiters went
on strike. demanding time off to dope out tomorrow’s races at Tropical Park.
But Nick argued with them and promised them a bottle of wine each if they stayed
on the job. They stayed—but started drinking the wine before the show went on.
Most of them got so plastered that the customers had to serve themselves.

When the time came to hand out the noisemakers and trinkets to customers
Nick discovered that the waiters had taken them home to their kiddies. Anyway,
somehow or other, the show went on at midnight, but no one—neither Nick, the
performers, the band nor the customers—remembers what the show looked like.
The chorus girls were in a giddy mood and blackened their teeth so that when
they smiled at certain customers who were giving them the eye the customers
promptly fainted.

Everything was so confused that some of the customers wound up in the
dressing rooms wearing chorus costumes and most of the performers were at the
tables or under them. They tell me Nick did emsee; but Nick claims he was leading
the band all night. Nobody remembers.

Anyway, when it was all over and the customers had left and we opened the
doors for fresh air Nick counted up the tabs and said the gross was $1,138.28. But
when he counted the cash there was only 3153 left. It seems that most of the
customers were creditors who had signed their tabs, and that some of the watters
don’t remember what happened to the money, and that Nick’s wife had grabbed
off a lump of cash and eloped with the cashier.

x * *
DOUBLED into another date—the annual revel of the Ladies’ Pinochle and
Cultural Society at the Elks’ Hall. I was surprised to find a lot of men in the
audience—in fact, I don't remember seeing any ladies at all—but I did my show
anyway. Everything was fine until they started shouting, “When's the hot stuff
starting?” Then I realized I was playing an affair of the Young Salesmen’s Recrea-
tion League.

Really, New Year’s Eve was such a confusing night. I am beginning to wonder
why people pay so much to see a big show that night and then get so tight they
don't see it. Even Nick can’t understand it. He says: “In the old country we got
drunk on wine and sang until we just dozed off. But,n this country people get
drunk while others sing and then, instead of going to sleep, start fighting. I can’t
understand it.” MAISIE.

P. S—I read in the papers that Loew’s State played Dinty Doyle last week
for another one of those personal-appearance-of-newspaper-columnists, I hear a
lot of guest stars appeared and that they did it because they love Mr, Doyle so. I
guess very few stars can afford not to appear when a big-time columnist asks them.

P. S, P. S.—What surprised me most of all was that Loew should go in for
that kind of a booking.

out of town also. AFA’s most recent
spurt of activity, however, has been con-
centrated in Chicago and the West Coast.
During the past year the Los Angeles
branch effected 81 pacts with night clubs
for AFA shop agreements; San Francisco,
40, and Chicago, 33. The Detroit pranch
aas four.

Philadelphia and Boston branches of
the AFA, which started to organize night
clubs several months ago, both signed
up two, but AFA officials report that
they are about to sign a blanket agree-
ment with the Cafe Owners’ Association
of Philadelphia covering all night clubs
in that city.

American TFederation of Actors here
reports that 44 agents in Los Angeles
and 35 club date bookers in Chicago
nave been licensed by the AFA and will
only book AFA performers under its
terms and working conditions.

A list of Los Angeles agents licensed
by the AFA follows:

Bert Levy Vaudeville Circuit, Lou
Dorn, Bette Murphy, Fanchon & Marco,
Ted Gustafson, Keighly and Keete, Roy
McCary, Dimitri Senoff (San Diego),
Sadie Halperin, Fred Hansen, National
Theatrical Agency, Jacqueline Gardner,
George Ball; Paul Savoy, of the Coast
to Coast Agency; Lloyd Skeels, Al Wager,
Willlam Stevens, Grace McKee, Patrick
and Marsh, Eddie Gamble, Doc Howe,
Evelyn Lenning, Beverly Hills Theatrical
Agency; MCA Artists, Inc.; Harry Singer,
Martin Ross, Fowler and Montague;
Mills Artists, Inc.; Rodney Pantages,
BEddie Smith, Ritchie Campbell Agency,
Robert Hollingshead, Rockwell-O'Keefe,
Arthur Silber, Max Schall, Weintraub
and Trinz, Lottie Horner, Betty Fairfax,
William Morris Agency; Jack Pomeroy,
Inc., and Percival S. Montague.

The Chicago club date agents who
signed exclusive booking agreements
with the AFA are all members of the
Entertainment Managers’ Association.

Talent Agencies

LEE ELMAN, of the Eddie Sligh office
In Chicago, will epend most of his time
on the road booking and getting new
accounts, Will center his activities
around Detroit.

ED RILEY, New York agent, left for
a Florida vacation last week, his first
in six years, he says.

JAYNE JARRELL, Pittsburgh agent,
convalescing from a nervous breakdown,
expects to be back on the job very soon.
She expects to start a tour for the
Wirth office about January 15.

Capitol Bldg., Chi, To Go
CHICAGO, Dec. 31. — The Capitol
Building, one of the older edifices on
Chicago’s theatrical row, is coming down
early next year to make way for a mod-
ern two-story store building. In addi-
tion to housing a couple of theatrical
shoe firms, its rehearsal halls were used
by line girl producers and orchestras,
it was the former headquarters for Ac-
tors’ Equity and is the present address
¢f the American Federation of Actors.

L. A. Clubs Look Up

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31—Night club
biz seems to be taking an upswing
around here. Heavy sliding of the
nightly take had been noted by most
of the big clubs the past two months,
but things seem to be hitting the up-
ward trail again.

After reported low biz the Trocadero
closed 1ts main dining room last month,
but will reopen it this week. Ted Fio-
Rito will provide the music. Marcel
Lamaze is unshuttering the Club Seville
on the Sunset Strip. With the new
Earl Carroll venture an assured success
end the $500,000 Florentine Gardens
cpening, the after-dark trade seems to
be getting a much-needed hypo.

L]
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Billy Rose’s Diamond Horse-
shoe, New York

Billy Rose’s ornate new club, on the
site of the old Paramount Grill, looks
like another money-maker.

Albert Johnson's design has given the
room a mellow warmth that evokes the
proper mood for the nostalgic Turn of
the Century show. The circus red motif,
embellished by silver and gold decora-
tions and lovely gaslight chandeliers,
fits in perfectly with The Police Gazette
conception of gay, bawdy New York
society during the first decade of the
new century.

The John Murray Anderson show is a
smartly paced, excellently costumed and
thoroly entertaining affair, For the $1
minimum dinner and supper the show
(and the two dance bands) is an out-
standing bargain for night-clubbers who
can't afford to spend too much. And
with the large room seating at least
800, Rose is after mass patronage.

The white-aproned waiters, the sweet
but swingy dance rhythms of- Noble
Sissle’s Band and the enticing Conti-
nental strains of Don McGrane’s five-
piece orchestra make the patrons recep-
tive for the lively hour-and-a-half show.

The show is divided into four parts,
called Rector’s, Steve Brodie'’s, Ziegfeld's
Midnight Frolic and Delmonico’s. The
opener has vivacious Beatrice Kay sing-
ing Tararaboomdeay, while four singing
bartenders (George Holmes, Al Terry,
Lloyd Colvin and Bert Whaley) lend
vocal background. along with a dozen
chorus girls and six showgirls. The Four
Mangean Girls cap the climax with an
amusing satire on old-time acrobatics.

The Brodie part has blond Lulu Bates
singing The Lady Known as Lulu, while
Tom Patricola wins applause with his
hard-shoe eccentric tapping. The girls
flounce around in voluminous -corsets
and other unmentionables of that era.
Clyde Hager drew lusty guffaws with his
pitchman’s spiel.

The Midnight Frolic section has blond,
soprano Della Lind singing old Ziegfeld
show favorites in pleasing voice, while
Buddy Doyle follows with his faithful
imitation of Eddie Cantor. A tableau
called The Milk Baih provides flash of
three nudes clustered around a bath-
tub—the show's omnly nudity. Frank
Libuse won roars with his low comedy,
especially the dizzy doings with the
dignified prima donna. His comedy style
is in perfect contrast to the rather gen-
teel proceedincs which he tollowed.
Libuse is doing his comedy waiter here.
throwing diners into an uproar between
shows.

The show closes with the Delmonico’s
New Year's Eve number. Della Lind, as
Lillian Russell; Patricola, as Diamond
Jim Brady; Libuse, as the maitre d’hotel,
and the showgirls, as the Florodora Sex-
tet, are all followed by silver-haired
Emma Francis doing a show-stopping
tap dance; rubber-faced Willie Solar
doing his eccentric singing, another
sentimental show-stop; Joe E. Howard,
singing a couple of his own songs with
surprising vigor; Fritzi Scheff, singing
her famous Kiss Me Again and again
show-stopping; Noble Sissle, singing a
snatch from the band stand: Harry
Armstrong, baritoning his Sweet Adeline.
The finale has the Ruth Pine Quin-
tuplets (colored fat girls) dancing a bit
and the entire cast singing or beating
small drums for a noisy finish, aided by
the distribution of noisemakers among
patrons. This makes every night a New
Year's Eve here.

Showgirls are Mary Dowell, Mildred
Hughes, Kay Fears, Gary Myles, Chris
Gustafson and Thea Pinto. Chorines are
Mae Bertell, Margaret Donahue, Ellen
Patti, Nadine Bonncll, Ellen Howard,
Ruth Rathbun., Diane Chase, Lorraine
Latham, Polly Rose, Kay Devery, Diane
Nelson and Sondra Roy.

Costumes, by Rauoul Pene duBois,
are superb, Laurette Jefferson directed
the sprightly dances. Carlton Winckler
is technical director. Costumes were
executed by Jewell Carter and Ger-
trude Elliott. Show accompaniment was
handled beautifully by Sissle’s Band.

This spot should click. It is not ex-
pensive and, therefore, should get
crowds; and it is distinetive in both en-
tertainment and atmosphere, which
should make it talked-about and get re-
peat trade.

Sydney Spier is doubling from the
Casa in handling the press here.

Opening night had one show at #5.
Regular policy Is two shows a night, 8
and 12. Paul Denis.

Night Club Reviecws

Chez Paree, Chicago

Milton Berle is back in this leading
Windy City cafe and this time he is
both an entertainer and a box-office
draw. Tables are at a premium during
ropular evening hours, and that speaks
well for any individual directly respon-
sible for such a condition. Berle is still
nis same old self, a fast gag artist who
doesn’t fail to net laughs. Despite many
shopworn bits his refreshing delivery
and bright personality carry him across
those hurdles and he winds up to solid
response.

The new show features the lavishly
costumed Chez Paree Adorables in sev-
eral novel ahd eye-catching routines
concocted by Fred Evans. The girls
seemed to have departed from stock
parade numbers and buckled down to
real wofk. A doll fantasy is one of their
outstanding offerings, each outfitted in
different doll costumes and working in
wooden style to catchy toy tunes. They
also display some graceful ballet work
in a waltz executed to a Viennese medley.

Gracie Barrie is back to entertain with
a melodious voice, cute arrangements
and a striking personality. She limits
herself to popular tunes, shaded to fit
her individual sweet style.

Lucien and Ashour, new comedy and
apache team in these environs, im-
pressed with hard routines., While the
woman is heavier than the man, they
toss each other around with equal
dexterity. Their waltz satire requires
them to take plenty of punishment and
they take it gracefully.

Everett West, talented tenor, gives out
with a pleasing voice in such standards
as Song of the Vagabonds, Ah Sweet
Muystery of Life, Road to Mandalay,
etc. The boy is young and appear-
ance, while somewhat stocky, is neat.
Displays possibilities to do well in the
romantic song field.

The Robinsons are on early with light-
ning speed jitterbug cutups. They are
cute youngsters and full of steam. Lou
Breese continues on the band stand,
with Don Orlando furnishing inter-
mission, dance music. Bob Hannon, of
the Breese crop, warbles in the produc-
tion numbers.

Ted Weber is the spot’s p. a.

Sam Honigberg.

Gray Wolf Tavern,

Youngstown, O.

This spot, just outside Youngstown
proper, continues to rank high as an
after-dark entertainment center. Grad-
ual Improvement in business conditions
has prompted owner Pete Meyers to aug-
ment his weekly talent line-up without
upping prices. Patrons are well pleased
with improvement both in food and

service,
Port Hole, a sailor version of Charlie
McCarthy., is currently entertaining

patrons. His master, Ray Parker, is mak-
ing his first appearance in this territory
and his act is a wow. Act was created a
few months ago in San Francisco. It
even focled Edgar Bergen, for the dummy
talks and moves while Ray is on the
other side of the room, an advanced bit
of ventriloquism. Two Macks, one of
the cleverest hand-balancing teams to
play this section in many months, are
also getting plenty of palm beats. The
show was augmented for holidays,
another act being Markel and Faun, who
roll ’em in the aisles with their dignified
comedy. Also in the show are Rita and
Rubin, adagioists; singing emsee George
Mock; the six Coleman Girls. a well
routined and dolied up line, and Danny
Demetri’s fine band, which is practically
a show within itself. Rex McConnell.

Town Lounge, Hollywood

This spot has a distinct advantage, as
it combines a first-class location with
good entertainment. Practically across
the street from NBC’s new Radio City,
it draws a class trade.

Altho the club only uses three enter-
tainers, each one is tops. Larry Nor-
man, featured in many spots around
town, holds down top billing. He has a
nice voice coupled with the type of
personality that makes for a good mixer.
Norman’s best numbers were My Own
and Omne Alone. '

Femme member of the trio is Alycia
Grey. She has the looks and flash neces-
sary for a night spot of this type. Her
voice is pleasing.

Bill Haynes doubles between the piano
and accordion. He turns out some good

- vertising,

stuff and manages to keep up a con-
tinuous round of tunes.

Owned by the Lyons brothers. Place is
intimate in atmosphere. Dean Owen.

Two 0’Cloek Club, Baltimore

One of the few local clubs maintain-
ing a policy of names and a full show,
this smart spot continues to attract a
large percentage of Baltimore diversion
seekers,

The acrobatic dance team of Winston
and Lollet offer a group of entertaining
routines, including the tango and fox
trot, plus encores. They move around
with plenty of zip. Lollet tosses his
partner, an attractive redhead, about as
easily as if she were a feather, While
not unusual, they form a limber and
pleasing combination.

Thelma Nevins, songstress, is the sur-
prise of the show. This brunet looker
had the customers spellbound with her
torchy warbling. Using her arms and
hands to good advantage, her presenta-
tion is truly fascinating. Combining this
with a swell pair of pipes and glowing
personality, Miss Nevins had them
clamoring for more.

The very young protegee of Mrs.
Franklin D. Roosevelt and featured in
the show, Roberta Jonay gave an uh-
usually fine exhibition of dancing.
With poise and rhythm, Miss Jonay’s
first number was a toe fantasy of high
order. Outstanding was her portrayal of
a “Strutting Peacock in Jitterbug
Tenipo.” Revealingly costumed as a
peacock, she presents a uniquely loose
Jjointed but graceful display of terp-
sichoring. A looker,

Patsy Chandler returns to emsee this
week’s presentation. He handles the
job well, keeping the show pepped up
and evenly paced. His quips bring
laughter and, tho at singing he is only
fair, his impersonations of famous per-
sonalities are well near perfect. A wel-
come receptioning attended his return.

The Noel Sherman line of girls, a few
of whom are pleasing to the eye, satis-
factorily engage in several of the usual
chorus routines. However, a number
leaning to the classic side and depicting
Morning, Noon and Night was somewhat
out of the ordinary.

Accompaniment for the 52-minute
show was amply furnished by Milt
Lyon'’s crew, who also dished out de-
lectable arrangements for the dancers.

‘Nan Woods plays plano requests during

the interim.

Spot is under the capable manage-
ment of Sam Lampe. Show, booked thru
Will Weber, of New York, is well bal-
anced. Phil Lehman.

Cafe Society, New York

The newest idea in New York night
clubs invaded the basement of a Green-
wich Village apartment house Thursday
night, and the theme, artistic motif,
atmosphere and character of the enter-
tainment has resulted in a complete and
clever burlesque of society night ciubs,
povularly known as Cafe Society. Ap-
propriately enough, this new spot is
called Cafe Society, too, but in “lower
case”—class angled.

Not only does the floor show strike
a new note in cabaret entertainment
but the cabaret strikes a new chord in
idea and appeal. The opening was
heralded with extensive newspaper ad-
self-styling itself as “the
wrong place for right people.” Wall
mursls, of which there are many, cast
satire and acid at the ruling class and
poke fun at their so-called antics, but
are probably the cleverest of their type
to be found in any night spot. Art
work was done by a dozen prominent
artists, including William Gropper, 8id-
ney Hoff, John Groth and others. And
to top it off, the waiters wear tails
while most of the customers wear tweeds.

It's all very screwy, but if opening-
night enthusiasm. revelry and turn-
aways are any indication of popularity,
then Cafe Society has set a very definite
niche for itself in the night life scheme.
As a matter of fact, the left-wingers
better hurry and get a gander of the
place before it’s taken over by Caife
Society, i upper case.

Unfortunately, the mixed colored and
white entertainment didn’t match the
hoasts made about it, nor was the floor
show in keeping with the smart bur-
lesquing the place reflects. The show
contains very little of the ribbing of
Cafe Society that was promused. Jack

Gilford, as emsee, took a long time get-
ting started, but once he fell into form
his imitations were decidedly on the
funny side. His routine, however, can
stand a little tightening and less dra-
matic interpolations in his descriptive
matter.

The only touch of social significance
was contained in a skit done by Miss
Blix Ruskay entitled Death in the Afier-
noon, but to the cash customers it was
Death at Midnight. She does a class-
conscious Sheila Barrett and is almost
as bad. The material has several
comical breaks but they aren’t brought
out.

But the stint that everyone liked anad
yelled and stomped and cheered for was
the “boogie-woogie” piano tickling of
Albert Ammons and Meade Lux Lewis,
finds of music critic John Hammond,
patron saint of swing. The sepia ivory-
pounding duo, working together as a
team, get into the spirit of the cus-
tomers’ feelings and were in the groove
thruout. Their jazz interpretations are
“sending’ stuff for the addicted.

Also featured is Billie Holliday, Negro
songstress of stocky proportions, who
has plenty of h-m-m-m h-m-m-m in
her style and lots of classical oomph in
her voice. Especially on songs like
Billie’s Blues (her own). Playing for
dancing and other musical chores is
Frank Newton’s colored band, which
gives out on swing tunes thruout the
evening.

The room, altho it was just “origi-
nally large enough just to hide from
Brenda Frazier,” has a seating capacity
of 300. It cost $15,000 to open the doors.
Prices are exceedingly low (40 cents for
popular drinks), and the house carries a
$1 minimum.

Ira Steiner handles the press agenting.

Sol Zatt,

Village Barn, New York

It's the eighth anniversary for Meyer
Horowitz bonifacing this barnyard set-
ting for Greenwich Villagers. And for
the occaston, lending historical signifi-
cance, Larry Funk and his Band of a
Thousand Melodies and nine musicians
are brought back for the music making.
It was Punk who made for the first
band-stand scenic whén Horowitz un-
shuttered his Barn. In fact, it was Funk
who gave birth to the idea of affording
a rustic meeting and greeting place for
cliff dwellers.

Funk not only dishes out the dance-
able incentives that make for pleasant
trips on the polished floor but also
proves an adept hand at mastering the
ceremonies for the floor show. His
vocalist, Helen O’Connell, a ‘'blond
looker whose chirping falls easier on the
eyes than on ears, is also added to the
show roundelay.

Terp twain of Don Loper and Maxine
Barrett for smart musical comedy dance
routines and the tuneful toe work of
petite and pretty Vera Fern hold over
for the floor divertissement.

New addition is the mixed roller-skat-
ing team of Lynn and Lazzeroni. Whirl-
wind twosome pack plenty thrills on
their minute rink. Male member offers
free rides to ringsiders of both sexes, the
effects of the spinning providing addi-
tional merriment at the expense of the
cash customers. It’s a sock routine on
rollers, M. H. Orodenker.

Earl Carroll’s, Hollywood

Most stupendous night club under-
taking here, Earl Carroll’'s new spot
opened with batteries of floodlights and
all of flickerdom’s Blue Book in at-
tendance; a press agent's dream of a
Hollywood premiere.

The theater cafe itself is lavish from
every angle. Automatic stages spring
into being on both sides, keeping specta-
tors busy craning their necks to see
what is going to happen next. All the
space devoted by the dailies to building
up the Carroll rep for picking shapely
chorines ran true to form. From femmes
to costlmes, the show is eye-dazzling
from beginning to end. For those bur-
lesque-minded patrons who are in-
terested solely in pulchritude the show
will please. Those who wish to be enter-
tained may not be satisfied.

However, to judge the opening nighte
c¢how too harshly would not be fair
either to the management or the per-
formers. The usual run of hard luck
hit the initial showing. Routines were
ragged. the revolving stages revolved at
the wrong time and the curtains had
a bad nabit of not working when most
needed. So far as beauty in production
and mountings is concerned the show
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is every bit as good as advertised. But
the entertainment value is lacking.
In his ambition to produce a lavish
show Carroll may have overlooked the
fact that beautiful girls and lavish
mountings are commonplace here, with
flickers, since the inception of sound,
being packed with such productions.
One very important factor was ap-
parently missed—vaudeville acts. It
seems rather strange that after great
prepagations for the revue two straight
vaude acts completely stole the show.
The revue numbers were too long and
got the spectators into a jittery mood,
causing them to miss much of the pro-
duction beauty. If the numbers could
be cut and two more top-flight vaude
acts incerted the show would be sock.
The makings of a good revue are at hand
if the whole thing can be better paced.
While the music is nothing sensational,
the tunes are adequate, By Candlelight
being the best of the lot. Doing the
Tyrolean was a good chorus number.

Highlights of the show were the two
acts, Arren and Broderick and Archie
Robins. The first team worked in one,
the femme singing with her piano-
playing partner. Then the femme goes
ccrewball. The act had punch and these
two performers knew how to get the
most out of the crowd.

Spotted next-to-closing, A. Robins did
his old act of pulling everything im-
aginable from his pockets. He kept up
a gag of plucking bunches of bananas
from his coat. Closing found Robins
turning all his props into a train and
leading them off the stage dressed in an
engineer’s rig. Brought down the house.

Other principals who did creditable
Jobs opening night were Beryl Wallace,
Vivien Fay, Harrison and Fisher, Susan
Miller, Dorothy Gerrin, Reginald Craig,
Paul Gerrits, Denise and Louise Burnett.

That the Carroll Theater Restaurant
is here to stay is a foregone conclusion.
With seats selling at $2.50, there is no
place where as much entertainment can
be garnered in one evening. The ducat
price includes a first-class meal. Only
thing_extra is the drinks.

According to the best figiires available,
the spot has a weekly nut of around
$15.000, with the take estimated
at $25,000.

Inner Circle, off the front terrace, was
peopled by Carroll’s directors and their
guests. Only Hollywood biggies are
allowed in this special room, where they
have their own bar and dance floor.

With a few of the rough spots cleared
up Carroll’'s revue should do consistent
biz. There is every indication that the
public will go for this.

Eddie Prinz, of Warner, handled the
chorines. Irving Parker agency did
the p. a. Dean Qwen,

Casa Manana, New York

Altho it still remains one of the best
huys on the street, whether you look at
it from the $2.50 dinner minimum angle
or the $1 mezzanine spectator-only per-
spective, the eighth edition of Billy
Rose’s Streamlined Varieties is by far not
the best of the productions. As a mat-
ter of fact, following the last colossal
array of talent offered here, this line-
up is quite a letdown. Maybe Billy’s
method in his madness was to shunt
some of his followers to the nascent
Diamond Horseshoe.

At any rate, for marquee pullers he
has Lupe Velez and Peggy Fears. Velez is
moderately effective with poisoned-
barbed impressionistic take-offs on mem-
bers of her sex, among them Dolores Del
Rio, Gloria Swanson, Hepburn, Zorina,
Shirley Temple and even Peggy Fears,
whom she follows directly. The Fears
gal, clothed as she is with an aura of
society dignity, isn’t too disappointing
with one or two vocals, but is superbly
satisfying in some strutting around, ex-
emplifying showgirl walks of different
schools in which she displays a shapely
chassis alluringly incased in a beauti-
fully embroidered gown.

Doc Rockwell takes care of the com-
edy assignment—in a terribly broad
fashion. He still does the Glass Woman
anatomy spiel with the misplaced illus-
trative lighting and the gown-shearing
bit with the oversized diva that he did
with the opening show here last Jan-
uary. To a lesser degree, Shaw and Lee
get a fair amount of laughs with pretty
weak talking and slightly stronger sight
comedy.

Paul Haakon fares best amonhg the bet-
ter known in the line-up, dishing out
two well-chosen ballet numbers for this
maminoth place—both being fast, color-
ful and showy. First is a Portuguese
folk piece that is made more attention
compelling thru its call for the use of
Moorish cymbals.* Second is a spirited
Russian sailor dance, done in a terrific

tempo and abounding with sensational
leaps and whirls.

The 12 Aristocrats, six girls and six
boys, in two appearances offer routines
in precision tap, a smattering of ec-
centric and adagio, the latter being
built up by long-distance tossing of the
girls.

In the singing department proper
there is Carol Bruce, sweet-looking
brunet, who mixes up both sweet and
swing variations with equal success,
demonstrating in very impressive man-
ner with Reverie and I Was Born To
Swing. Rose’s “Find of the Month” niche
is shared by a mixed couple this time,
Yoli Galli and George Shelley, and both
vacalists. Both strangers to the local
scene are rewarded with receptions sec-
ond to none on the roster. Miss Galli,
perfectly poised and with personality to
spare, scores instantly with soprano and
coloratura renditions of pop and oper-
atic numbers. Shelley, perhaps a bit
too restrained, has every other requisite
for perfect commercial exploitation—
tall, dark and more than nice looking,
plus a smooth, exceedingdy pleasing
baritone,

Beuny Baker, the stooge who has gone
places in pretty fast time, seems to have
bitten off more than he can comfortably
chew with his assignment here as emsee.
After getting off a somewhat vapid
greeting, he is quite at sea about his
duties thereafter, contributing little to
the pace or pitch of the show. His main
chore is a rowdy Street Scene, with him-
self, a bushy-haired stooge, Peggy Fears
and Lupe Velez as the characters. Thru
his own ineffectiveness mainly, it peters
out to a perfect goose egg.

Vincent Lopez is in his sixth month
here as provider of music for the show
and dancing, and Jay Freeman’s outfit
is alternating. Betty Hutton is still a
magnet when she vocalizes with the
bands, but is not offered as a specialty
any more. George Colson.

International Casino,

New York

New York’s mammoth night club,
which has been beset with more hard
luck than hair on Jay Flippen’'s head,
reopened 1ts big Casino Room Wednes-
day after two weeks’ darkness, during
which the Cliff Fischer revue was re-
hashed.

The new show isn’t as spectacular as
the last one, but it is faster and has
more punch. It employs about 70 per-
formers, compared with the 100 of the
original revue which opened in August,
following the summer fun of the ice
show. The name-band idea is out and
Ray Cavanaugh’'s 13-piece band now
plays the show and also for dance music,
along with the relief outfit, the Rhythm
Boys with Eddy Brandt, eight men.

Most startling angle to the entire
show—which goes” on at 8 and mid-
night—is the use of Jay C. Flippen as
emsee. Flippen is obviously the perfect
type for intimate spots. He is lost in
here. His gags fall flat, his one comedy
song, Small Fry, died. He just couldn’t
get to first base here. His booking here
is the tip-off that the management is
still up in the air on show policy. New
money was brought in recently and Bob
Christenberry is still head man as rep-
resentative of the creditors. Joe Moss
is still around as general manager.

The show runs an hour, with another
45-minute portion following a 20-minute
intermission. First half is composed of
four big production scenes and three
vaude specialties; the second has three
girl scenes and five specialties. In addi-
tion, of course, there are shorter spe-
cialties highlighting the production
scenes.

Georgie Hale revamped the show,
bringing in the Gertrude Hoffman Girls
(16) and several new acts such as Den-
nett and Dae, Bo Bruminels, the Maxellos.
The Hoffman gals, a lively, well trained,
attractive lot, go thru interesting rou-
tines and formations clad in striking
Mayhew costumes. Their fencing num-
ber is truly outstanding. Dennett and
Dae, boy and girl, offer a rhythm nov-
elty. They drum and tap dance in syn-
copated rhythm, using chairs, cymbals
and small drums to lend variety to their
routine. A real novelty, altho not pre-
sented with any great showmanship.

Franklin D’Amore and Anita start
with novelty hand-to-hand balancing,
pulling a surprise when the topmounter
reveals she is a girl and then climaxing
with their chair stunt. A punchy act.

Grace and Nikko work in several spots
in the show, but score when they do
their own specialty, an amusing satire
on bhallroom dancing. Harald and Lola
again click with their novelty dance
number in which the girl simulates a

gliding, coiling serpent.
hand. »

The Three Bo Brummels is a knock-
about turn of the Three Stooges type.
The men, working as a screwball con-
cert group, play instruments, maul each
other and do a lot of sight comedy.
Some of the bits are swell, but the act
as a whole missed fire. The Five Maxellos
come thru with standard Risley stunts
and then induce patrons to come up for
a few bumps—a sure-fire stunt.

Emma and Henry, man and woman
comedy acrobats, offer a delightful
satire on old-time allez-oopers. Kaja
Eric, willowy blonde, sings nicely,

Tito Valdez, handscme young dancer,
and Corinne, who has one of those eye-
filling figures, provide the show’'s key
act—that is, the act that is talked about
most after the patrons leave the casino.
They do an exotic dance featuring
amorous positions while clad in little
more than fig leaves,

The show is still called Plaisirs de
Paris and the minimum is $2.50 except
Saturday and holiday nights. The man-
agement hopes the show will last until
the World’s Fair.

Ray Benson’s Band entertains in the
Streets of Paris, which is a Montmartre
cafe layout in the lounge. Dinner there
is $1.75.

Len Golos is now the p. a.

Paul Denis.

Drew a hefty

Balinese Room, Blackstone
Hotel, Chicago

Another after-dark rendezvous for the
upper crusters, new and becoming in-
creasingly popular. Hotel, managed by
A. S, Kirkeby, who guides the destinies
of the Gold Coast Drake and the Towne
House in Los Angeles, was formerly in
the swim for nitery trade with its im-
posing Mayfair Room. Business, how-
ever, was not up to standard and the
entertainment policy was curtailed this
season. The Balinese hideout, also
located on the main iloor. is the former
Marble Room, which has been converted
into a highly modern and attractive
combination bar and table food and
drink dispensary with a small copper
dance floor and midget band stand for
entertainment purposes.

Pierre Morel, PFrench decorator, had
charge of the redecoration. He retained
the marble to frame mirrored spaces,
with the mirrors having a painted back-
ground of Waldo Bielenberg’s Balinese
figures. Both the ceiling and dance
floor are of copper, an innovation for
hotel rnoms.

Kirkeby imported the Playboys,
rhythm quartet, and Betty Borden, their
sweet-voiced songstress, from the West
Coast’s Towne House for a two-month
stay. " 'The boys had a long run in the
Far West spot and accumulated a crop
of entertaining novelties that are both
easy on the ears and dancing feet. Com-
bination includes piano, two guitars and

bass. The pianist displays a flowing,
easy technique and his activity 1is
prominent in most of the tunes. The

other trio are mike warmers and double
as vocalists.

Miss Borden has a winning way of de-
livering popular and novelty ditties and
possesses a pleasing and impressive
voice. Is a tall brunet and makes a
smart appearance in long gowns.

Combination returns to the Towne
House’s Zebra Room January 15 and
a similar outfit, yet to be booked, will
be installed. Popular prices and ex-
cellent service prevail.

Sam Honigberg.

House-Hyde Unit Set

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Unit featuring
Billy House and Herman Hyde, just re-
turned from South America, and Sara
Ann McCabe has been set for six weeks
of theater dates by the Miles Ingalls-
Jack Davis office here. Show opens for
two weeks at the Palace, Chicago, Janu-
ary 13, and then goes to Cincinnati,
Dayton and Akron.

CASS, OWEN AND TOPSY, and not
Cass, Mack and Topsy as reported in a
vaudeville review last week, were the
team that played the State, New York,
week of December 22.

Niteries Say No,
AFA Says Yes in
Philly Skirmish

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31—Progress of
unionijzation of entertainers in local
night spots is being disputed.

Altho Tom Kelly, AFA organizer, last
wz2ek announced that the issue was
“virtually settled,” owners of various
night clubs declared that Kelly was too
optimistic.

Stanlex Carroll, president of the Night
Club QOwners’ Association, sald that the
nabobs resented Kelly’s attitude in
ordering them to sign or be picketed
without having a majority of performers
signed up with the union.

A. Rex Riccardi, secretary of the mu-
3icians’ union here, said that “at least
seven spots” had signed up with the
AFA, using the AFM office as a clearing
nouse,

“The trouble was that no operator
wanted to be the first one to sign up
with the AFA,” Riccardi said, “so we
offered this solution. We are getting
the contracts from individual operators
without letting anyone know who has
inked agreements. When we have them
all signed up we’ll turn the contracts
ver to Kelly.”

Bowes Units Do
Well in Spokane

SPOKANE, Wash., Dec. 31.— Major
Bowes’ Rodeo Rhythm Revue, playing a
Christmas engagement at the Orpheum
Theater that took in the two days he-
fore Christmas and the day following.
‘did exceptionally good business on this
worst show period of the year and de-
serves a lot of credit,” according to
Manager Russell Brown. The take was
only slightly under the average for the
Bowes shows, which are very popular
aere. “The show itself was the best
she Major has sent us yet,” Brown said.

Smoky Wells and company last week
2nded a five-week engagement at the
Empress Theater. Playing three shows
week days, five Saturdays and four on
Sundays, the semi-burlesque drew
“about 50 per cent better than dual
bills of subsequent-run flickers had
been doing,” Manager R. B. Camp re-
asorted,

JACK LEE
SILVER RHYTHM SERVICE

Now Booking Talent and Orchestras for
Night Clubs, Hotels, Banquets, Etc.
SUITE 413, GAIETY BLDG.,
1547 BROADWAY, NEW YORK CITY.
Office Phone: CI1-7-4926
Night Phone: AC-2-9310

;“““““““‘
’ Announces Opening of His New Offices ’
’ 304 Fox Theatre Bldg., Detroit, Mich. ’
’ Night Clubs and Banquets ‘
!\“““““““\‘
HILLBILLY and COWBOY ACTS
(Must Be Professional)
Barn Atmosphere.
Write or Contact MILTON PICKMAN,

¢ ABE SCHILLER /
BOOKING
-W ANTED -

' Wanted - GIRL ACTS

Singles, Teams, Lines, Novelty Acts. 15 Weeks

steady. MALE, FEMALE ORKS. Vaudeville,

Ball Room Circuits. Forward Photos and all
Details quick.

I

| STUART'S ARTISTS SERVICE, York, Pa.

SPECIAL HOLIDAY CATALOG

NOISEMAKERS, PAPER HATS, DECORATIONS, BINGO PRIZES

LOWEST WHOLESALE PRICES - - <8¢ sure bo mention your line of business
MIDWEST MERCHANDISE CO.

10TH & BROADWAY,

KANSAS CITY, MO.
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Vincent Astor’s Gifts

NEW YORK, Jan. 2.—One of the
most unusual gifts handed to per-
formers by an employer last week was
Vincent Astor’s gift of a solid gold
bracclet, with minature gold skates
attached, to Dorothy Lewis and the
Simpson Sisters, who are appearing in
the ice show at Astor’s St. Regis Hotel.

Astor also gifted skaters Sam Jarvis
and Guy Owens with gold cuff links.

Vaude Grosses

NEW YORK.—Grosses at all of the
Broadway houses, both straight pix and
presentation, shook themselves out of
the pessimistic strains they've ‘been sing-
ing for the past few weeks and knocked
off some enviable figures during the holi-
day week. Juveniles for the most part
comprised the SRO audiences every day
of the week. The top figure for the
week was polled at Radio City Music
Hall, which did $102,000. Draw was the
annual yuletide pageant and a strong
picture, Christmas Carol.

Next in line was the Roxy accounting
for $53,000, with a stage show including
Walter Cassell, Eddie Rio, Sunny Rice
and Charles and Williams, along with
pix, Kentucky. Abe Lyman’s crew at the
Strand with Dawn Patrol did nicely with
$50,000 in the till. Paramount with
Glen Gray’s Casa Loma Orchestra and
the Andrews Sisters came thru with
$49,000. Loew’s State with Dinty Doyle
on stuge augmented hy name guest
artists and Out West With the Hardys
grossed $30.000.

CHICAGO.—The kiddies, bless them,
had their holiday vacation last week and
they turned out en masse to the Loop
theaters to take in everything they had
to offer. A stage bill at the Chicago lack-
ing names but aided all to capably by
Jack Benny on the screen in Paramount’s
Artists and Models Abroad netted a good
$27,500, or nearly $9,000 over the pre-
ceding week. The fitst six-day show at
the Balaban & Katz State-Lake ended
with an amazing $16,000, considering the
25c-40c price scale. Bill, headed by Helen
Morgan and Dick Foran, started off
strong and never let up. The Oriental,
with Major Bowes’ Swing School and
Secrets of @ Nurse on the screen, took
in a better than average $17.500, while
the Palace, with Bill Robinson and five
acts on the stage and Metro's Spring
Madness, wound up with a decent
$16,000. ’

PHILADELPHIA.—A socko stage show,
headed by the Ritz Brothers, plus the
holiday season, brought $29.000 to the
Earle last week. The gate, a near-record,
didn’t get any help from the weakie
film, Swing, Sister, Swing.

CINCINNATI.—Shuberts ran $2,000
under the normal gross last week with
the Jubilee Follies vaude unit and pix,
Up the River, as the attractions, gross-
ing $10,000 for the week.

INDIANAPOLIS.—The presence of Bob
Crosby’s Orchestra at the Lyric, along
with Marion Mann’s Bobcats and the
All-American Swing Four and Up the
River, sent the grosses hurling one-third
above average with $12,000.

MILWAUKEE.—Riverside, with Royal
Circus Frolics (unit) and His Exciting
Night, did $4,100. Average gross is $5,000.

KANSAS CITY.-—Herbie Kay and his
orchestra and Down on the Farm ac-
counted for §8,000. House
$7,000 norm.

SEATTLE.—Palomar was several hun-
dred dollars under the house average
with a vaude show headed hy Roscoe
Ates and a double-feature pix bill, in-
cluding Painted Desert and Tenth Ave-
nue Kid.

LOS ANGELES.—Al Pearce and an
F. & M. revue, plus Rube Wolf's Ork
on the Paramount stage. along with
screen fare, Tom Sawyer, Detective, had
a bhox-office take of §14.000. Gross dipped
during pre-holiday slump, as the average
is $18,000.

has a

PAUL WINIK

“A CLASSIC IN TAPS.”
Held Over Second Week.
FLAMINGCO ROOM, BOSTON.

New Shortage'of
Strong Acts in
Chicago Houses

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—The weekly State-
Lake Theater market for eight standard
acts is creating a new talent shortage
here. Bookers are worrled that the
limited supply for the four full-week
stands in the Loop and couple of week-
end dates in the outlying districts will
soon be drained.

Agents explain that no theater opera-
tor around here can seriously think of
switching to a regular combo policy at
this time, for no office can regularly
supply him with a sufficient and con-
sistent number of strong acts. Even
with the comparatively higher pay in
effect in the local downtown houses the
offices have their hands full in getting
shows together, even tho the majority
of the acts are circulated from one thea-
ter to the other.

Balaban & Katz, operators of the
State-Lake, are determined to continue
using eight acts every week to meet the
competition of the neighboring Oriental.
It was already admitted in the B&K
booking department that such line-ups
are hard to get, despite the fact that the
theater is only in its second week of the
season.

The Jones, Linick & Schaefer Oriental
in the meantime is scheduled to use an
average of one unit a month to give
the Billy Diamond Oiffice, house booker,
an opportunity to get strong vaude
shows for the remaining weeks of the
month. House has to resort to Major
Bowes attractions and lesser Kknown
units making the Midwest rounds, as
the more expensive revues will not fit
into the Oriental budget, and most of
the name bands prefer to play in the
Chicago and Palace theaters. While
units have already been submitted to
the State-Lake for consideration, the
B&K boys are holding off from buying
any, feeling that they will not draw as
well as a strong eight-act bill. The fol-
lowing of the latter policy has been
proved this week when the house en-
joyed capacity crowds.

Nine-Year-Old Gives
Two-Hour Reeital

BALTIMORE, Dec. 29.—The feat of
giving a two-hour show all by hetself
was accomplished here last night at the
Shaarel Zion Auditorium by nine-year-
old Josephine Rose. Josephine played
no less than 10 distinct roles in the
various sketches. This talented young
artist, befittingly costumed for her
varied portrayals, also played the piano,
danced and presented several imperson-
ations with skill creditable to many
older performers who are specialists in
their individual fields.

An expert at pantomime, her dialog
is delivered with unusual clarity, while
her dramatic roles are marked by intense
feeling, indicating the child’s possibill-
ties as unlimited. Miss Rose, whose
home is in Philadelphia, was accompanied
at the piano by Horace G. Christy, while
Dorothy Power played several selections
faultlessly on the harp to round out the
program.

The recital was under the sponsorship
of the Shaarel Zion Sisterhood. Also
present were Josephine’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Milton J. Greenspan, as well as her
personal director, Frances Leedom Hess.
Dances were arranged by Pete Conlow.

Lehman.

Ticket Code Temporary
Injunction Is Stayed

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The temporary
injunction granted by New York State
Supreme Court Judge William H. Black
restraining the League of New York
Theaters from enforcing its ticket code
in a suit instituted by the Acine Ticket
Agency was stayed today by an order of
Justice Francis Martin, of the Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court. Unless
there is a reversal of the order after
rehearing the “code of fair practices”
will remain in effect.

DOROTHY LEWIS, who has been out
of the St. Regis Hotel, New York, the
past two weeks due to a skull fracture
incurred during a skating practice, puts
on skates again January 3 and opens
with the revised ice show January 17.

Night Club

Man,agement

By GEORGE COLSON

Chez Paree’s 46 Papers

HEZ PAREE, Chicago, uses institu-

tional Christmas ads in 46 key-city
newspapers, including dailies in London
and Paris. Management figures it a
good-will gesture since it caters to a
large transient trade in most cities look-
ing upon Chicago as a central point. The
papers are also used at other times of
the year, particularly in the fall when
the opening of the new season is of-
ficially announced.

* * * *

Oild Auto Used in Stunt

HE holiday crowd that jammed New

Orleans last week was attracted by
the appearance of a 30-year-ocld Hupmo-
bile parked in front of the exclusive
Boston Club. In the relic sat a dandy
and two ladies dressed in the styles of
the turn of the century.

The occasion was 'Manager Angy
Gemelli’s way of advertising the appear-
ance at his Chez Paree Club of the
“beef trust” chorus of six.

* * * *

Palm Readers Sure-Fire

HETHER patrons believe in the

stuff or not, they are more prone
to succumb to the intrigue of a hand-
writing analyst, or graphologist as they
are known in the tonier joints, if the
little announcement card on the tables
do not go in for too flowery promises.
Then one is likely too pass it up as
“plain bunk.”

One such female graphologist in a
Broadway club is finding a decided in-
crease in “victims” with her ultra-
plain announcement cards and a mes-
sage that promises only “an interesting
reading—about your ability and person-
ality” and then goes on to say that
“there is no future or past in hand-
writing, just character.”

* * * *

Swinging Carols Flops
ONSIDERING the sweep of the craze
and the introduction of swingy ar-

rangements in most every type of well-
known music, we were very much sur-
prised at the number of club owners who
have confessed to us that the swinging
of Christmas carols during the holidays
was not as enthusiastically accepted as
the owners had anticipated.

Maybe there is a limitation to this
swing stuff after all and it would pay
the proprietor to think twice before al-
lowing themselves to become unwitting
victims of adverse criticism.

Nick Kenny Ams

Dish Out Paid
Show, Says TA

NEW YOREK, Dec. 31.—Unfriendly re-
lations between Theater Authority and
Nick Kenny were intensified this week
when Kenny’s amateurs played a club
date benefit which TA secretary, Alan
Corelli, claims supplanted a paid show
which had been booked for $175. Ken-
ny’s office denied the accusation. Gold
Williams Associates, which had had ne-
gotiations with the sponsor, the Young
Folks’ League of the Brooklyn Hebrew
Home and Hospital for the Aged, say
contracts for the $175 show had not been
consummated.

Matter came to the attention of Corelli
thru complaint of Paul Bartels, who in a
letter to Theater Authority, reports hav-
ing been booked by David Samuels, of
the GWA office, and of having gone to
the Hotel St. George on Christmas night,
to be told his show had been canceled
and that the Kenny show was in session.

Corelli’'s testimony adds that he had
cleared the benefit only on condition
that the club committee buy the
Samuels show to supplement guest stars.
Committee, Samuels and Bartels were
together in the TA office when this ulti-
matum was handed down. TA had agreed
to deduct the $175 from the grosses be-
fore deducting its usual 15 per cent.

Kenny office contends they had had
the date set a month and a half ago.

ROX}@ New York,
Negotiating on
Actors, Chorus

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The Roxy Thea-
ter management and the American Ped-
eration of Actors opened a series of
talks Thursday which ate expected to
lead to an agreement unionizing its
performers and chorus people.

It is understood that the AFA is ask-
ing for $50 a week per principal mini-
mum and $40 for chorus people, along
with restrictions on rehearsal time and
rate for overtime rehearsals. Also in-
volved is an AFA shop, ban on cancella-
tions and other features of the AFA's
standard contract form.

Irving Lesser and Jack Partington,
representing the theater and also FP&M,
which produces the shows. have been
conferring with Harry R. Calkins, AFA
organizer.

Originally the AFA had opened nego-
tiations with Warner’s Strand, but
Warner asked that the AFA meet repre-
sentatives of all the Broadway houses
in a group. This was done. The thea-
ter men then suggested that the AFA
negotiate with each houses separately,
with the Roxy as the first one.

Fay Plans Revue

NEW YORK, Dec. 3l.—Another sup-
port may be added to the tottering
structure of vaudeville if present plans
of Frank Fay, former vaude star and
lately of the movies, materializes. Ar-
riving from the Coast next Tuesday, he
will begin work outlining a revue-type
presentation to be called Fay’s Vaude-
ville Show. Show will be presented once
every night and will be patterned after
the familiar Sunday night concerts.
Harry Delmar has been engaged to do
the staging. Fay hopes to have his re-
vue debut at the Cort Theater on or
about February 1. To date Fay has
propositioned George Jessel, Ethel Barry-
more, the Demarcos and Maxine Sul-
livan to appear.

Doc Howe Managing House

PORTLAND, Ore., Dec. 31.—Former
manager of Fanchon & Marco shows,
“Doc” M. D. Howe has been appointed
manager of the Esquire Theater.

Vaudevilgﬁotes

GIL 'LAMB, closing the season at the
Beverly Hills Country Club, Newport,
Ky., goés to the State-Lake, Chicago,
January 6, and follows with Akron and
Toledo. . . . TEX RITTER, Monogram
singing cowboy, starts a personal ap-
pearance tour this month covering the
West and South. 'Tour begins in Okla~
homa. . . . PANSY THE HORSE has been
booked for four weeks at the Palace,
Chicago, starting February 5. . . . LUCKY
MILLINDER and band just got thru with
a short for Mentone. Booked thru the
Max Richard office, New York, which is
also setting dates now for Midwest fairs
for the Lew Rosenthal Enterprises. . . .
HENRY SHEREK and CLIFFORD
FISCHER sailed this week for Europe.
... THE RADIO RUBES open a personal
appearance tour at Kingston, N. Y., Jan-
uary 6, with dates thruout the State to
follow. Set by Abe Feinberg, New York.
.. . KENDALL CAPPS closed a full year’s
run in London and is set for the Scala,
Berlin, with the new Crazy Show for the
month of January. . . . COVINA ROLL
DANCERS, a dance novelty based on a
comic strip, is being handled for the-
ater dates by Bob Rosen, New York. .. .
ROSENTHAL BROTHERS. Waterloo, Ia.,
bookers, leased the Capitol Theater in
that city and report that they will re-
model at a cost of $25.000.

ALEX GERBER’S unit goes into the
Oriental, Chicago, week of January 20.
. . IDA ROSE, line producer at the
Rialto, Chicago, is doubling in the Bala-
ban & Katz production department in
that city, putting in shape a unit for
outlying B. & K. houses.

ANDREW SISTERS have landed the
Phil Baker WABC commercial Sunday
nights. Also do a guester on the CBS
Swing show January 7. JULIAN
FUHS. who recently came to this coun-
try from Europe, opened Friday as musi-
cal director of the Majestic, New York,
straight vaude venture. . . . CHARLIE
JORDAN, formerly of Jordan and Woods,
is doing a new four-people comedy turn
in and around New York.
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A
A. B. C. Trio (Paradise} NYC, nc.
Abbott, Hal & Honey (Hollywood) NYC, re.
Adler, William (Cafe Louis XIV) NYC, re.
Adrian, Iris (Leon & Eddie's) NYC, nc.
Alene & Evans (Drake) Chi, h.
Allen & Kent (Colonial). Dayton, O., t.
Allen, Arlene (Village Cellar) NYC, nc.
Allen, Roberta (McAlpin) NYC, h.
Allen, Beverly (Palmer House) Chi, h.
Allen, Vicki (Blackhawk) Chi, ne.
American Gauchos, Seven (Shubert) Cincin-
nati, t.
Ames & Arno (Hollywood) NYC, nc.
Anderson. Helena (Midnight Sun) NYC, nc
Andre, Julia {Crisis) NYC, nc.
Andre & Michel (Hi-Hat) Chi, nc.
Andrews Sisters (Paramount) NYC, t.
Arden, Elaine (RKO Boston) Boston, t.
Arden's, Don, Artist Models (Lookout Housz2)
Covington, Ky., nc.
Armstrong, Maxie (Ernie's) NYC, nc.
Armstrong, Harry (Diamond Horseshoe) NYT,
ne.
Arren & Broderick Holly-
wood, nc.
Ails, Roscoe (Bandbox)
Austin, Gene, & Co.

(Earl Carroll’s)

NYC, nc.
(Earle) Phila, t.

Bacon, Faith (Midnight Sun) NYC, nc.

Bailey Sisters (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Balley, Mildred (Famous Door} NYC, nc.

Bain, Donald (Cox) Cincinnati 2-4, t; (Han-
na) Cleveland 5-7, t; (Cass) Detroit 9-14, t.

Baker, Bonnie (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Ballero, Mark (Continental) Miami, nc.

Banjo Bernie (Plantation) NYC, nc.

Banks, Sadie (Old Roumanian) NYC, nc.

Barbarino & Pams (Edgewater Beach) Chi, h.

Barclay, Dick & Evelyn (Freddie's) Cleveland,
nc.

Barker, Frederica (Armando's) NYC,

Barrett, Sheila (El Rio) NYC, nc.

Barrie, Gracie (Chez Paree) Chi, nec.

Barrie, Mickey (Mother Kelly’s) Miami Beaci,
ne.

Bartell, Lee (Hi-Hat) Chi, nc.

Barth, Ruby (Yacht)- NYC, nc.

Barty, Billy (Colonial) Dayton, O., t.

Bates, Lulu {Diamond Horseshoe) NYC, nc.

Batsony, Dr. L. (Zimmerman's) NYC, re.

Beaucaire, Pierre (Monte Carlo) NYC, nc.

Behan, Arthur (Gav Nineties) NYC, nc.

Bell’s Hawallan Follies (Rialto) Durham, XN.

., 3; (Imperial) Greensboro 4; (Stat=)

Salishury 5; (Broadway) Charlotte 6-7, t.

Belmont Bros., (New Penn) Pittsburgh, nc.

Bemis, Beverly (Bal Tabarin) San Francisco,

re.

nc.

Ben & Grey (Nereto Club) Phila, nec.

Bennet, Ethel (Old Roumanian) NYC, nc.

Berle, Milton (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.

Berman, Herman (Roumanian Village) NYC,
nc.

Bernard, Freddy (Bedford Rest) Brooklyn, nc.

Bernie, Al (Chicago) Chi, t.

Birse, Daria (Russian Kretchma) NYO, re.

Blackstone (Albee) Providence,

Blaire, Dorothy (Hungaria) NYC, re.

Blue, Ben (Riverside) Milwaukee, t.

Bo Brummels, The (International) NYC, nc.

Boaz, Jean (Alms) Cincinnati, h.

Bolce & Ladd (Oriental) Chl, t.

Bolton, Jean (Royal Palm) Miami, nc.

Bonner, Carl & Leonne (Copacabana) Rio de
Janelro, nc.

Borden, Sylvia, & Co, (Pal.} Chi, t.

Borg, Igna (Colosimo’s} Chi, nc.

Bourbon, Ray (Rendezvous) Hollywood, ne,

Bouvier, Yvonne (St. Regis) NYC, h.

Bovlvles, tMajor, Swing Unit (Lyric) Indianap-
olis, t.

Brander, Margot (Diamond Horseshoe) NYOJ,

ne.
Brigode, Ace, & Band (Aragon) Cleveland, b.

Brock, Heine (Pan-Pacific Rink) Los An-
geles, a.

Brown, Jimmie (Commodore} NYC, h.

Brown, Ralph (Kit Kat) NYC, nc.

Brown, Johnny (Crisis) NYC, nc.

Brown, Evans (Red Gables) Indianapolis, nc.

Bruce. Carol (Casa Manana) NYC, nc.
Burke, Johnny (State-Lake) Chi, t.
Burns, Kathleen (Crisis) NYC, nc,
Burton, Mary (Top Hat) Union City, N. J., nec.
Byrnes & Swanson (Hungaria) NYC, re.

Cc

Calloway, Hazel (Plantation) NYC, nc.
Calloway, Cab, & Orch., (Cotton Club) NYC,

ne.

Calvin, Al & Margie (Palomar) Seattle, t.

Cameron, Buddy (Maple Grove) Huntsville,
Ala., nec.

Campbell’s Trio (Santa Rita) TucSon, Ariz., 2.

Carlile, Chas. (Capitol) Washington, D. C.,

Carlton, Charlotte (Swing! NYC, nec.

Carpenter, Imogene {Weylin) NYC, h,

Carr, Billy (606 Club} Chi, nc.

Carr, Alexander (Roumanian Village)
ne.

Carter & Bowie (Barney Gallant’'s) NYC, re

Carter, Betty (Jimmy Kelly's) NYC, nc.

Carlos & Carito tHavana-Madrid) NYC, nc.

Carpenter, Thelma (Black Cat) NYC, nc.

Carroll & Coquettes with Kay Hamiltcn
(Paramount) Springfield, Mass., t.

Carer, Charles (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

Casa Loma Orch. (Paramount) NYC, t.

Cass, Owen & Topsy (RKO Boston) Boston, t.

Cassandra (White) NYC,

Century Dancers, Twelve
more, t.

Cerf, Alyce (Hollywood)

Chaney & Fox (Ambassador)

Charles & Barbara (Royal
Ont., h.

Chase, Chaz

NYC,

’(Century) Balti-
NYC. re.

NYC, h.

York) Toronto,

(International) NYC,
Cherney, Nat (Hi-Hat) Chi, nc.
Chiquita (Bedford Rest) Biooklyn, nc.
Claire, Jean (Piccadilly) NYC. h.
Clare, Peggy, Skaters (Edgewater

Chi, h.
Clarissa (Midnight Sun} NYC. nc.
Cleary, Michael (La Cava} NYC.
Clifford. Petc 1Swing) NYC, nc.
Cobrv. Lew (White) NYC h.
Co-Eds, Four (State-Lake) Chi, t.
Collegians, Four (College Inn) Chi,
Collette. Joan 1606 Club' Chi, nc.
Colligan, Bill: (Crisis) NYC, nc.
Collins & Peterson (Colonial) Dayton, O., t.
Collins, Larry (RKOQ Boston) Boslon, t.
Collins & Beasley (Plantation) NYC, nc.
Coloma, Aurelia (St. Moritz} NYC, h.

nc.

Beacl.)

re,

nce.

h—hotel; mh—musuc hall;

Acts=-Units-Atiractions
Routes

Following each listing appears a symbol,
sponding to the symbol when addressing organizations or individuals listed.

EXPLANATIONS OF SYMBOLS

a—auditorium; b—ballroom; c—cafe; cb—cabaret; cc——country club;
nc—night club; p—amusement park; ro—road
house; se—testaurant; s—showboat; t—theater,

NYC-—New York City; Phila—Philadelphia; Chi—Chicago.

Fill in the designation corre-

Comstock, Frances (Le Mirage) NYC, re.
Connors, Jack (Onyx) NYC, nc.
Continentals, Three iLa Marqulse) NYC, re.

Cooper & Dixon (College Inn) San Diego,
Calif., nc.
Coralli (Bublichki} Hollywood. nc.

Corlies & Palmer (Queen Mary) NYC, re.
Co;lxlrlno & Ardella (Exposition Hotel) Aurora,
Crane, Gladys (Maxim) Bronx, NYC, nc.
Crane, Ford (Leon & Eddie's) NYC, nc.
Cromwell. Ann (Club Cercle) Hollywood, nc.
Croshy, Bob, & Orch. {Stanley) Plttsburgh t.
Cullen, Patricia (Ernie's) NYC, nec.

D’Amore, Franklin (International) NYC, nec.
D’Avalos, Rodolfo (Versailles) NYC, re.
Daley, Cass (State-Lake) Chi, t.

Dale, Carlotta (Arcadia) Phila, nc,
Dandridge Sisters (Cotton Club) NYC, nc,

DeVore Sisters, Three (Shubert) Cincinnati, t.
D’Ivons, The (Contmental) Miami, nc.
Diamond Brothers (Savoy) London, h.
Dimitrl & Helen Virgil (El Gaucho) NYC, nc
Dixon, Alice (Kit Kat) NYC, nc.
Dommguez. Paquita (El Chico) NYC,
Donahue, Al, & Band (Rainbow Room) ‘NYC,
ne.
Donnelly, Harry (Gay Nineties) NYC, nc.
Dorsey, Tommy, & Band (New Yorker)
Dorsey, Jimmy, & Orch. (Adolphus) Dallas, h.
Dorita (& Valeroy (£1 Chico) NYC, nc.
Dosh, Freddy (Earle) Washington, D. C., t.
Dowling, Tom, & Sis (McAlpin) NYC, h
Downey, Morton (Plaza) NYC, h.
Doyle, Buddy (Diamond Horseshoe) NYC, ne.
Dracken, Russell (Whirllng Top) NYC, nc.
Drysdale, Grace (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.
Duanes, The (Casa Cubana) NYC, nc.

Night Club and Vaude Routes must be received at the Cincinnati
offices not later than Friday to insure publication.

Daniels, Jean (Plantation) NYC, nc.

Daniels, Betty (Tiny’s) Mountain View,
Calif., ¢

Daniels, Munel (Hungaria) NYC, re.

Daniels, Billy (Mammy’s Chicken Farm)
NYC, nc.

Dario & Diane (Casa Naclonale) Havana, nc.

Datsko, Yasha (Russian Art) NYC, »e.

Davis, Dolly (Lexington) NYC, h.

Davis, Joan, with Si Wills (Pal) Chi, t.

Dawn, A]ice (Continentale) Miami, nec.

DeCamp, Ronnie (Old Roumanian) NYC, nc.

De Flores, Felipe (Havana Madrid) NYC, nc.

De LaPlante, Peggy (Jimmy Kelly's} NYC,
ne.

Dean, Birdie (Royale Frolics) Chi, nec.

Deauville Boys (Top Hat) Union City, N. J.,
nc.

Debutantes, Sixteen (Strand) Brooklyn, §.

Dell, Helen (Bertolotti’'s) NYC, nc.

Denning, Ruth (Club 17) Hollywood, nc.

Delaney, Edith (Bedford Rest) Brooklyn, nc.

De Thury, Ilona (Tokay) NYC, re.

Deslys, Leo (Le Mirage} NYC, nc.

Duke, Maralyn (Royal Palm) Miami, ne.

Dumont, Valerie (Village Casino) NYC, nc.

Duncan, Midget Jackie (Frank’'s Casa "Nova)
Buﬂalo. ne.

Dunn, Jerry (Bungalow Cafe) Sacramento,
Calif,, nc.
Dunn, Vera (Maxim) Bronx, NYC, nc.

Duro, Fred (Brevoort) NYC, nc.
Duval, Dorothy (Fountain Square)
nati,
E

Edwards & Arden {(Gracmere) Chi, h,
Elite Trio (State-Lake) Chi, t.

Ellard. Jimmy (Indigo) Hollywood, €.
Elliman, Lois (Plaza) NYC, h.

Emma & Henry (International) NYC, nc.

Cincin~

Escorts, Three (Wayside Food Shop) W.
Springfield, Mass., re.

Estelle & Leroy (New Yorker) NYC, h.
Everetts, The (New Town Casino) Miami
Beach, nc.

F
Fagan, Nutsey (Village Nut) NYC, nc.

Brooks Atkinson.

good and two-thirds pretty common,

Richard Watts Jr,,
about where it was 10 years ago.

Richard Lockridge. The Sun:

awjul.

him profit.

Robitschek will be able to dc¢ so.

John Mason Brown,
sions. .
Hollywood. .

three cheers.
and I hope a merry one.

better show.

New York Critics’ Consensus

On Return of 3-a-Day Vaude

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—Below is a consensus of New York's first-string
dramatic critics on the return of three-a-day vaude to New York presented by
Kurt Robitschek at the Majestic Theater last night. While the general criticisms
of the show are mixed, it was the unanimous opinion that the outstanding acts
were those of the Weire Brothers and Molly Picon. Al Trahan also drew critical
raves from the majority of the drama morticians.
the dearth of originality in the comedy material.
The New Yorlk Times:
dull and talentless beginning, the show that opened at the Majestic last evening
catches up with the Wiere Brothers—it is casy to recognize them as perfect
vaudevillions—fast, expert and vastly amusing. Vaudeville has one foot out of
the grave, but the other one still sleepeth.

Burns Mantle, The Daily News: A program that is a third extracrdinarily
Yet literally thousands of playgoers who in
the old days would have walked out on the two-thirds sat so enraptured thru
the other third, and laughed so heartily, there must be some reason for the
reaction. But the good features—are so very good that they make up for the
rest, and your money, grading down from $1.10 is—pretty well spent.

The Herald-Tribune: It shows vaudcville standing just
Things are at their most satisfactory.

Robert Coleman, The Daily Mirror: Vaudeville marches on, boasts abundance
of sock talent, but it needs some judicious pruning.
a lot and rocked the Majestic’s sturdy rafters with their applause.

The show, which is a bit too long, runs over
two hours and something happens every minute.
to the vaudeville lovers on whom Mr. Robitschek is betting. . .
all vaudeville bills, runs up and down, now brightly good and now .

Arthur Pollock, The Brooklyn Eagle:
Mr. Robitschek’s notion of giving the public vandeville once more may bring
His first audience jound frequent reason for enthusiasm.

John Anderson, The Journal-American: As a former addict of the lamented
Palace, I must admit that I am not one to take vaudeville back on any terms.
When it was good, it seemed a fine thing, and ij il wants to come back I sug-
gest that it drop those old jokes and maybe all will be forgiven. .
be great, I think, to have vaudeville restorcd to Broadway, and I pray that Mr.
I jeel sure there are plenty of eager patrons, as
his amigble audience showed last 7ight.

The Ncw York Post:
Robitschek’s first program is ¢ pretty dreary and a dull affair.

Robert Rice, The Morning Telegraph: To Miss Picon for her song impres-
. To the Weire Brothers far an act which will probably land them in

To Fats Waller, who is almost the best piano player extant,
To vaudeville and ils array of uninspired virtuosos a short life

F. T. F.. The World-Telegram: We should like to give vaudeville a better
mark on its report card, but Mr. Robiischek should have put together a

All of them also deplored

It’s vaudeville, all right. Ajter a

The first-nighters liked it

This . . rather puts it up

. The bill, like
. pretty

There was evidence last night that

. It would

The sad truth is that Mr.

Farrell Jack (Minuet) Chi,

Farrell Bill (Place Elegante) NYC ne.
Fawn & Jordan (Mayfair) Boston, nc.

Faye, Gladys (Jimmy Kelly’s) N&C ne.
Fears, 'Kay (Dilamond Horseshoe) NYC ne.
Fears, Peggy (Casa Manana) NYC,

FeEley Mickey (Boulevard Tavern) Elmlnu'st.

. 1., nc.
Feeley, Lois (Bungalow Cafe) Sacramento,
Calif., nc.

Fellows, Midgie (Strand) Brooklyn, t.

Fern, Pearl, & Co. (Algeo) Toledo, h.
Fern. Vera (Village Barn) NYC, ne.
Fink, Henry (Ike’s Chop House) NYC, re.
Fiske, Dwight (Savoy-Plaza) NYC, h.
Pitzgerald, Lillian (Plantation) NYC, ne.
Flash, Serge (Hollywood) NYC, nc.

Flippin, Jay C. (International) NYC, nc,
Flores, Felicia (Cuban Casino) NYC, nc,
Florian, Jean (Riverside) Mllwaukee t.
Forbes, Marla (Chez Firehouse) NYC ne,
Forrest, Helen (Lincoln) NYC, h.

Foster, Gae, Girls, 16 (Earle) Washington, t.
Foy, Boy (Chlcago) Chi,

Fox, Dorothy (New Town Casino) Miami
Beach, nc.

France & La Pell (State-Lake) Chl, t.

Frances, Emma (Diamond Horseshoe) NYGC,
ne.

Francine, Anne (Le Coq Rouge) NYC, re.
Pranklin, Cass (Hollywood Beach) Miami, h.
Frazee Sisters (Buffalo) Buffalo, t.
Frederick & Yvonne (Blackhawk) Chi, ne.
Fredericks, Charles (Midnight Sun) NYC, ne.
French, Eleanor (Ambassador) NYC,

Frost, Jack (Indigo) Hollywood, c.

G

Gale, Judith (Fifth Ave.) NYC, h.

Garber, Jan & Band (Blackhawk) Chi,

Gardner, Grant & Ellen (E. K. Fernandez
Revue) Honolulu.

Garland & Marla (Park Central) NYC, h.

Gauchos, Three (Gaucho) NYC, nec.

Gaynes, Leila (Club 18} NYC, nc.

Gearhearts, Three (Colosimo’s) Chi, nec.

Ghezzis (Paramount) Springfield, Mass., t.

Gibson Girls, The (College Inn) Chi, nc.

Gibson, Virginia (885 Club) Chi, nec,

Gilbert, Gloria (Capitol) Washington, D. C., t.

Givens & Karol (Wivel) NYC, re.

Glover & Lamae (Copacabana) Rio de Janeiro,
ne.

Goman, Beg & Roy (Village Casino) NYC, nc.

Gonzales & Menen (McAlpin) NYC, h.

Gordon, Paul (Strand) Brooklyn, t.

Gower & Jeanne (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Grace & Nikko (International) NYC, nc.

Gxiaffolier Frenchy, & Orch. (El Tivoli) Dal-
as, ne.

Grauer, Bernie (Gay ’90s) NYC, nc.

Gray, Jack (Park Lane) NYC, h.

Green, Al (Pioneer Nut) NYC, nc.

Green, Bennett (Mother Kelly's)
Beach, nec.

Grey, Betty (Bismarck) Chil, h.

Grey, Alycia (Town Lounge) Hollywood, nc.

Griffith & Wells (Limehouse) Chl, nc.

Miami

Grogan. Willie (18) NYC, nc.

Guy, Barrington (Plantation) NYC, ne.

Gyldenkrone, Baron (Wivel) NYC, re.
H

Haakon, Paul (Casa Manana) NYC, nc.
Hager, Clyde (Diamond Horseshoe) NYC, nc.

Haines, Tate & Simpson (Leon & Eddle's}
NYC, nc.

Hale, Johnny (New Town Casino) Miami
Beach, nc,

Hall, Frank (Palumbo’s) Phila, re.

Hammond, Earl F,, Eskimo Troupe (Ice Follles
of 1937) Atlantic City.

Handy, W. C. (Cotton Club) NYC, nc.

Hank the Mule (New Town Casino)
Beach, nc.

Hanson, Bill (Ernie’s) NYC, nc.

Harold & Lola (International) NYC, nc.

Harrington, Pat (Club 18) NYC, nc.

Harris, Val {(Indigo) Hollywood, c.

Harrls & Howell (Strand) Brooklyn, t.

Haﬁ'{{l(s’ & Shore (Radio City Rainbow Room)

Harrlson Splke (Gay °’90s) NYC, nc.

Harvey, Sharon (Hungaria) NYC, nc.

Haynes, Bill {(Town Lounge) Holly\vood, ne.

Hayward & Allen (Le Ruban Bleu) NYC. nc.

Miaml

Hayworth, Seabee, Revue (Louisburg) Louls=
burg, N. C,. 3; (Carolina) Burlington 4;
(Paramount)

{Roanoke) Roanoke, Va., 5-T;
High Point, N. C., 8, t.
Heidt, Horace, & Band (Biltmore) NYC. h.
Herbert Florence (Queen Mary) NYC. re.
Herrera, Armanda (Bamba) Hollywood, nec.
Higgins, Peter (Park Central) NYC, h,
Hill, Florence (Plantation) NYC, nc.
Hilliard, Jack (Royale Frolics) Chi. nc.
Hoctor, Don & Betty (Biltmore Bowl)
Angeles, nc.
Hodges, Joy (Tower)} Kansas City, Mo., t.
Holbein, Rolf (Riverside) Milwaunkee, t.
Holder, Roland (Kit Kat) NYC, nc.
Holland & Hart (Earle) Washington, D. C., t.
Hornaday, Frank (Earle) Washington,

D. C, t.
Hourckle, Johnny (Bal Tabarin) NYC, ne.
Houston & Harden (Stevens) Chi, h.
Houston, Elsie (Le Ruban Bleu) NYC, nc.
Hoveler, Winnle, Girls (Harry’s New York
Cabaret) Chi, nc.
Howard, Shemp (Stage 1) Hollywood, nc.
Howard, Joe E. (Diamond Horseshoe) NYC,
ne.
Howe, Harold (Colonial) Dayton, O., t.
Hoysradt, John (Chez Firehouse) NYC, nc.
Hubert, John (Fifth Ave.) NYC, h.
Hunter, Alberta (Tony’s) NYC, nec.
utchmson Hal (Biltmore) NYC h.
Hutton, Ina Ray, & Band (Chlcago)
Hutton, Marian (Paradise) NYC, nc.

1
Ice Follies of 1939: Philadelphia 2-8.

Iles, Stephen (Gay Nineties) NYC, nc.
Irving, Jack (Club Alabam’) Chi, nec.

Jackson, Jigsaw (Cotton Club) NYC, nc.
Jackson, Harry (Paradise) NYC, nc.
Jackson, Connie (Plantation) NYC

Jal Le Ta (Club Nomad) Atlantic Clty, N. J.,

Los

Chi, t.

Janet of FPrance (Janet of France) NYC, ra.
January, Pepper (Hollywood) NYC, re.
Jarvis, Johnny (Fifth Ave.) NYC, h.
Jarvis, Sam (St. Regis) NYC, h.
Jayne, Estelle (Fifth Ave.) N‘YC

(See ROUTES on page 55)
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Majestic, New York

{Reviewed Friday Evening, December 30)

The nation’s only straight vaude policy
got off to a good start tonight. The
three-hour show is no $3.30 revue, but
for the 50 cents to $1 scale it’s a real
bargain.

It took Kurt Robitschek, a European,
to come here and convince Americans
that the straight vaude idea still has
plenty of followers. Judging from the
friendly, enthusiastic first night audi-
ence and the surprise advance sale, a lot
of people are eager to patronize straight
vaude.

The house seats 1,700, and three shows
a day means it can handle more than
35,000 people a week. The house can
gross more than $25,000 a week.

Opening bill emnploys 26 performers and
12 musiclans and ran too long, but the
usual trimming should take up the slack
and make it even more enjoyable than
it 1s now. Altho Robitschek employs no
elaborate production effects, he has added
some smart touches that take the bill

Yaudeville Reviews

out of the conventional class. He has
three mistresses of ceremonies—which is
4 distinct novelty-—and has also inter-
spersed a couple of sketches. The open-
ing is novel, but the finale certainly could
be more rcusing. There is practically no
scenery used and the lighting needs im-
provementi. The music was hardly per-
fect.

The mistresses of ceremonties introduce
the acts In rhyme, another novelty, but
neither Marianne Mosner nor Vera Nargo
do anything except with their lines.
They're beauties, however, and displayed
a handsome wardrobe. Cinda Glenn, the
inain enisee, scored easily. She is a vital,
dynamic redhead who gave life to poor
talk material and then socked herself
across with her unusual novelty con-
tortionistics. Frank Galen and Abe Bur-
rows wrote some of the special songs and
material, but reveal no unusual flair.

Outstanding is Molly Picon, whose four
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song impersonations comedy numbers
held the audience spellbound. She is a
fine performer and adept at weaving the
ludicrous with the tragic. Abe Ellen-
stein led the orchestra during her turn.
Al Trahan socked over his standard piano
ccmedy act, assisted by blond Sandra
Lynde, but stayed on too long. He has a
couple of new bits in the act.

The Wicre Brothers, three, billed as
Europe’s foremost comedians, were a dis-
tinct delight and gave the bill its first
shot in the arm. They are original and
uncork a surprising series of silly dancing,
mugging, pantomimic and mauling bits
that kept the audience roaring. A show-
stop. Eddie Garr also pleased mightily,
offering his impersonations, gags and
sure-fire bits such as the drunk, ete.
Show-stopped, too.

Don and Bud Gilbert, young equili-
brists, drew heavy applause and an en-
core call with their swell gymnastic
stunts. Bernice Stone made a solid im-
pression with her fast, novel acrobatic
dancing. Mark Plant, tall and hand-
some, sang a few special numbers but
failed to Impress. Fats Waller, at the
prano, and Myra Johnson, singing, com-
bined to make the jitterbugs happy. Fats
is an cutstanding jazz pianist and per-
sonality, and Miss Johnson makes a per-
fect partner. especially at light comedy
song numbers.

Herma, displaying a distracting gor-
geous figure, and Frederico Novello, work-
ing atop a ladder, offer an interesting
novelty in which a dog climbs the ladder.
The Five Jansleys run thru their usual
sock Risley stunts and then climaxed
with amusing comedy when they bal-
anced Picon, Trahan and Glenn.

A special number presents a batch of
youngsters as Youth, 1939. White and
Manning, doing comedy ballroom, fared
the best. Blond and shapely June Hart
did okeh with tap on toe. Mei Toy,
Chinese girl, started off with Chinese sing-
ing and then swung out with A4 Tiskct.
A novelty. Brunet June Boyd held at-
tention with a xylophone and tap combo
act. Gloria Rich, young and cute ac-
cordionist, did a fair number. Earl Mac-
Donald worked in a couple of sketches and
handled his lines well.

Opening bill is called Vaudeville
Marches On and new bill, Laughter Over
Broadway, 1s to open January 15, Policy
will be changed every second week. Julian
Fuhs leads the orchestra. Paul Denis.

Ll
State-Lake, Chicago
(Reviewed Friday Evening, December 30)

The new combination of eight acts of
vaudeville and “B” pictures is clicking
in this house, reopened by Balaban &
Katz last week. New price lows of 25
cents matinees, 40 cents evenings and
children 10 cents at all times will un-
doubtedly prove a strong drawing fea-
ture and should bring in many new flesh
patrons. Just where the B&K bookers
will dig up eight strong acts weekly is
more than a minor mystery and will cer-
tainly be an added feather in their col-
lective cap if they manage to come up
with entertaining bills consistently.

The second bill, perhaps not as top
heavy as the first, is good enough. It
gets away with speed thru some fast
acrobatic work by the Four Co-Eds, live-
ly kids with flashy tricks in their rou-
tines, and by Le Paul, the personable
card manlipulator, who further holds up
the honors with some masterful work.

Walker and Walker, colored boy and
girl tap team, are on for a brief spell
with machine-gunning routines. The
boy stands out with a chair bit.

Cass Daley was a show-stopper with
her clever and nonsensical comedy songs.
She is funny and not offensive which
makes her a good bet in both theaters
catering to family trade and night spots.
Opens with the zany Spreadin’ Rhythm
Around, has a clever satire using
lines from various pop tunes and
struts off with an “ants in pants” hilar-
ity.

The Elite Trio did an hmpressive bur-
lesque of a waltz which included several
good legit tricks. The girl is a petite
brunette and has a clean appearance.
The men hoke the affair up with come-
apart coats and familiar entanglements.

Lillian Roth is a bright personality and
has a surprisingly good voice. She should
concentrate on stralght singing, how-
ever, as her comedy antics are compara-
tively below par. In such offerings as
1 Married an Angel and a medley from

The Vagabond King she projected effec-
tive salesmanship.

Johnny Burke with his monolog on
the last war still remains bright humor
despite its age. It is his droll delivery
and general picture of the doughboy
skit that puts him over with a bang.
PFrance and La Pell close with a precari-
ous perch act. Use three types of poles
and on each display thrilling feats.
Spanish musical background and cos-
tumes lend Latin atmosphere to the
finale.

Al Kvale leads the house band and
eirsees the show. Business pretty good
first evening show opening day. On
screen, Columbia’s Crime Takes a Holi-
day. Sam Honigberg.

Loew’s State, New York
(Reviewed Thursday Evening, Dec. 29)

Paul Whiteman, jazz classician who
occasionally invades the sanctity of Car-
negie Hall, has the stage here this week.
Whiteman has been around a long time
and needs no orchids, but judging by
audience reception he is in no danger of
losing his niche.

Band delivered solidly, drawing plenty
of material from standard selections as
well as current pops. Outfit, of course,
featured its notable instrumentalists,
including Jack and Charlie Teagarden,
Al Gallodoro, Mike Pingitore, the Swing-
ing Strings and Goldie, comedy trump-
eter. Roy Bargy, ace pianist, was on
hand, but did not get a special spot.

Whiteman’s singing contingent was
strong, Joan Edwards performing with
sparkling freshness. - Like Whiteman’s
new male vocalist, Clark Dennis, Miss
Edwards has beautiful enunclation. Her
tunes were well chosen and varied in
style, including You Go To My Head,
Small Fry and Oh, Where Is My Litlle
Dog Gone. Girl has expression and ver-
satility. Dennis, a radio singer, has vol-
ume, excellent quality and control. He
is a valuable acquisition.

Four Modernaires, harmony group
with a flair for mugging and hoke.
clicked with Ferdinand and Piper’s Somn.
Goldie, comedy trumpet, came in on
this session to take one of the biggest
hands with a nut dancing session. Other
instrumentalists who scored heavily were
Mike Pingitore, banjoist, and Gallodoro,
sax, and Sax-Soc-tette, eight woodwinds.

Les ILelber, voung lad, added some
novelty, playing two 10-cent piccolos
simultaneously.

Pic, Young in Heart (Selznick Inter-
national).

Packed house late show.

Paul Ackerman.

Loew’s, Montreal, Que.

(Reviewed Tuedsay Evening, Dec. 27)

Always a prime favorite in this city,
which can't be persuaded to part with -
its cash by anything less than a name,
Harry Blackstone, maker of magic, tops
the bill. He not only tops it, he begins
it, dominates and ends it. And that
isn’t easy to do, even if it is your own
show.

A better booking for this spot or time
or both could hardly be envisaged. More-
over. besides drawing those followers of
legerdemain who are legion, he's up at
dawn to stage a run of kid shows.

Latter feature 1s a big point in this
town, which is in a province which won’t
allow youngsters under 16 to darken a
movie theater’s doors so long as a foot
of celluloid is shuttling thru the pro-
jector gates. Morning shows like Black-
stone’s will doubtless help the present
drive here on everybody’s part to con-
vince the politicians that kids are starv-
ing for diversion.

More compact, even tho bigger, than
his previous productions locally, Black-
stone’s revue runs a bit better than an
hour and never lets down. Moreover

Prncess and $ﬁ
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he’s on the boards himself for the larger
chunk of that period, doing wonders
with everything from colored hamderker-
chiefs to an Arabian charger, used in a
disappearing illusion.

Another highlight of a swell spectacle
is Blackstone’s version of sawing a wom-
an in two. He'’s improved this number
a lot, too; the sawdust isn’t in evidence
and the contraption itself is an imposing
piece of machinery that reminds one of
certain rearmament program. There are
other tricks, big and little, good and
bad, but it’s tough to recall em. That'’s
the chief virtue of this show; it moves,
mystifies and satisfies—and you can’'t
remember much after.

On the screen, Five of a Kind, with
the Dionne kids. De Conlay.

Oriental, Chicago

(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Dec. 30)

Not to be outdene by the avalanche
of talent in the around-the-corner State-
Lake, the Jones, Linick & Schaefer
house patched together another lavish
bill for the New Year week trade. Man-
agement prefers to call it Casa Conti-
nental, as good as almost anv other title,
using 12 showglrls in addition to its
line and seven acts,

Opening is dipped in Spanish atmos-
phere, the tall beautifes parading to the
Latin rhythms tenored by Dick Schreiber
with the 16-girl line topping the spee
with a flashy tambourine routine.
Schreiber has a full, pleasing voice and
a sharp delivery.

Sonny and Sonny, two swing tappers
from Harlem, do all and more expected
of a colored team. While the act on the
whole is not polished, some of their in-
dividual steps rate top applause. Boice
and Ladd. comedy team, still use their
old talk routine and the lines are plenty
weak. What semblance of quality is to
be found in their act is recognized in
Tommy Ladd’s fine vocal rendition of
Trees and their closing toast song,

Another showgal parade introduces
Kamia, nude, in a design she prefers to
call The Dance of the Seven Sins. It is
a daring disrobing display, lengthy and
rather out of place in a family house.
While not performed distastefully, it is
a routine for the theater-restaurant
trade.

Bee Kalmus, blues singer, has a good
sales personality that is marred by the
abundant activity of her hands. A more
reserved style will go a longer way in
selling her selections, particularly since
she has a fair enough voice and delivery.
Opened with Pocketful of Dreams and
continued with a special Irving Berlin
medley (not new anymore) and a coms-
posite picture of stars recognized by
famed tunes.

Buster West and Lucille Page precede
Miss Kalmus with a somewhat altered act
that has a little more talk and employs
the services of a straight man (Chick
Gagnonn). West's eccentric and hilari-
ous dancing and Miss Page’s fine acro-
batic work still remain the highlights,
however. Comedy and dancing went over
big.

Borrah Minevitch's Harmonica Rascals
were the other comedy stronghold, the
act punctured with laughs. The bits are
clean and well timed. The little fellow
with the big nose, the funniest in the
lot, rates billing. The boys apparently
didn’t have time to stay on longer for
some straight harmonica work due to
the length of the show. a feature, how-
ever, that should not be neglected re-
gardless of the length of the act. They
are recoghized as capable harmonica
artists and the audience is expecting to
hear a tune or two sans nonsense.

A typical, gay New Year’s finale brings
out the girls in a novel inflated balloon
number. On screen, Tarnished Angel
(RKO-Radio). Business big first show
opening day. Sam Honigberg.

Radio City Music Hall

( Reviewed Thursday Evening, Dec. 29)

In deference to the New York Worid’s
Fair, the Music Hall is offering for the
New Year revelers Dawn of a New Day,
which calls into action all the mechanical
greatness of this stage. Its certainly an
eyeful for both local hicks and visiting
sight-seers.

Opens with the pit symphony on stage,
raying tribute to Jerome Kern with a
mediey of his more popular tunes. Fair
symbols and colors prevailed thruout the
short but spectacular production. (Time:
35 minutes.)

The Glee Club displayed an unusual
degree of animation, actually enhancing
their musical renditions in a sedate jam
session climaxed by Whitey’s Jitterbugs.
Four Nepro teams put on a successful
precision variaticn which helped lift

them irom a monotonous category.

Corps De Ballet, featuring attractive
Jeanne Devereaux and Jane Sproule,
pepped things up a bit to the accompani-
ment of spirited bits including the
Yankee Douodle., Toe work of whole com-
pany was a thing to behold.

Each unit was heralded with an elabo-
rate fanfare of gongs and bells, and en-
tered the scene from the pit, remaining
in tier formation on the stage until the
finale.

Before the Rockettes tapped new dances
by Gene Snyder. the Les Juvelys awed
the trade with neat and skillful balancing
numbers. As an act, Les Juvelys out-
stripped anything else on the program,
but the show was meant to promote
World’s Fair. It did. Sylvia Weiss.

Keith-Boston, Boston
( Reviewed Monday Evening, Dec. 26,

Vaudeville returned to Boston Christ-
mas Day and its comeback was at a Keith
house, the 3,500-seat Keith-Boston, where
four capacity houses on the holiday and
nearly as many on the following day
loudly applauded and welcomed the re-
turn of fiesh. Division Manager Charles
Koerner stated tnat it would be the policy
of the Keith-Boston to present one head-
liner and five other acts, with newsreels
and double features.

Lillian Carmen headed the opening-day
bill and offered a repertoire of songs, new
and old, done in modern rhythm. Proved
a decided hit with opening-week audi-
ences; her vocal excellence was on a par
with her pulchritude.

Also from Broadway is Emmett Old-
field, who presented a unique comedy
turn. One of the real successes of the
premiere.

Harris and Howell, steppers from Har-
lem, offered many new dance steps, with
the Gray Sextette following in several
original dance routines. An added fea-
ture was Hank Ladd, formerly on the air
as Beetle, the Phil Baker stooge. Ladd
acted as emsee.

On the zcreen are Crime Takes a Holiday
and The Little Adventuress.

If the opening week’s reception is to be
accepled as a criterion, vaude is on its
way back in the city where it was born.

Floyd L. Bell.

Orpheum, Los Angeles

(Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Dec. 28)

Opening act this week found the Keen
Twins doing some tumbling tricks that
had the crowd on the edge of their seats.
The four performers know their show-
manship angles and got a nice hand.

Billed as Edgar Bergen's only rival,-

Paul Winchell does a ventriloquist turn
with a dumimy that is tops. How
Winchell works up a sneeze and makes
it appear as if it’s coming from the
dummy is hard to figure out. The best
bit was the scrambled nursery rhymes.

Burns, Moriarity and Dell, two males
and a femme, do some fancy stepping.
Attired in evening clothes the act has
a flash that is pleasing to the eye.

Ted Leary comes back to the Orpheum
this week in his role of emsee. He does
a creditable job and seems to be the best
crowd pleaser since the days when Wally
Vernon held down the spot. Leary does an
act in one also. Some clever gags with a
finish of his Doughnut Dunkin’ done to
the tune of Tipi Tipi Tin.

Top act on the bill was the Great
Lester. Act opens with Lester doing
magic trick while balanced on slack wire.
Lester has a glib tongue and each trick
is connected with a story in some way
that seems to give the act greater con-
tinuity than most. Climax was sawing
a woman in half, but this time with a
buzz saw. Good performance thruout.

Dare and Yates did a comic hand-bal-
ancing act in which they twisted each
other into pretzel-like shapes. George
Givot came out in one and gave his
standard act. His material was some-
what on the raw side, but the crowd
seemed to like it.

Closing was an animal act, Jungle Pals.
An elephant, camel, pony and dog.
Routine stuff save for bit when the
femme trainer had the elephant Ilie
across her body without touching her.

House packed at this performance.
Biz on the upswing here. Dean Owen.

New Cl;b in Seattle

SEATTLE, Wash., Dec. 31.—Opening in
time for the holiday rush was Le Cha-
teau, four miles north of the city limits
on the Everett highway. With music by
Gene Coy’s 14 Black Aces. an all-colored
revue has Gibson and McDonald, taps.
Frank Manns is emsee. Other performers
are Tony Anthony, singer, and Prince
Marko, magician and fire eater.

New Act Review
Ethelind Terry

(Reviewed at Benny the Bum’s,
Philadelphia. Style—Singing.)
This former Ziegfeld Follies star is
making a comeback via the night club
trail. Still a looker and with good pipes,
she’s a natural for the class spots.
Miss Terry has just returned to this
country from an extended tour of Aus-
tralia. With a pleasing manner, a mobile
face, she was socko in putting over
musical comedy numbers that put her
on top. When caught, she sang a medley
of light opera airs plus a couple of
modern favorites.
Was nandicapped a bit by the small
house. Shattz.

Review of Unit

“Stars Over Broadway”
(Reviewed at the Palace Theater, Akromn,
0., Sunday Evening, December 25)

Count Berni Vici, who defines revue
showmanship as feminine beauty and
abundant stage decoration, puts forth
his best efforts in his new unit.

The count's large company pleases
the eye with girls, lights and colors, and
the ear with music. He also tosses in a
fair quota of laughs and thrills. Easily
one of the best balanced units to play
here this season; business was gratify-
Ing.

gpecialty acts moves across the double-
deck stage that the count Kkeeps con-
stantly changing from one extravagant
setting to another—with occasional
tableaux added to attract a few extra
gasps. His production numbers are on
par with any the Palace has had in
couple of seasons. The opening number,
Western scene, and Moloch scene, the
bolero number, jewel nuinber and the
Southern melodies finale are showman’s
gems. Using a two-level stage, with the
beauties offered ahove the orchestra and
the intimate numbers, comics and
dancers hefore it, he gives you a fast-

moving, beautiful and genuinely enter= -

taining hour’s show.

Ever devoted to the human form, pare
ticularly the undraped feininine, he has,
however, in the main turned to the
newer trend of clothing his girls in bril-
Liantly colored, expensive costumes. Di-
recting his own orchestra, Berni Vici of-
fers an all-girl band that is competent
in swing and in accompaniinent.

Sam Schlepperman, radio conic, is
featwred, offering a comedy patter that
is well applauded and closing his act
with a violin novelty. Roberta, a lovely
eyeful, presents the star dance, a neat
turn in the undrape. -

Acts include Lane and Lane;
and Carroll, a good adagio pair; Bill
Gutherie, singer; Lenore ©’Neal, and
Esther Harsh, electric organ and swing
harpist; Gene Gory, funny nut violinist;

Larue

Gil Lamb, comedian and eccentric
dancer; Tommy Sanferd, harmonicist;
Decontt and Romaine, another good

acdagio team, and others.
Screen entertainment, Smdashing the
Spy Ring (Columbia). Rex McConnell.

Lipstone Goes
To Paramount

CHICAGO, Dec. 31—Louis Lipstone,
head of the Balaban & Katz booking
department here, was named musical di-
rector for Paramount Pictures this week,
replacing Boris Morros, who leaves that
post January 15. Lipstone, a former
violinist, attained experience in the
musical field with house bands in B&K
theaters before becoming booking head.
Lipstone returned from Los Angeles to-
day, where he arranged the final details
with Y. Frank Freeman, of Paramount.
He will leave again as soon as a suce-
cessor to his local post is named.

It is assumed that Nate Platt, man-
ager of the downtown Balaban & Katz
theaters, will pilot the booking depart-
ment until a suitable head is signed.
There is also a possibility that Platt may
be on double duty for the time being.

Kenmore, Boston, Opens

BOSTON, Jan. 2—Starting as a pic-
ture house with the promise of vaude
within a few weeks, the new Kenmore
Theater opened Christmas night with the
Morse Brothers and Rothenberg as own-
ers and operators, George French as
manager and Sidney Solomon as press
agent.

The Kenmore is of the intimate type,.
seating an even 700, and built ideally for
vaude.

Straight Vaude, One Night

SEATTLE, Wash., Dec. 31.—With 25
turns and 75 performers in a host of
vaude novelties and specialties, the first
vaude show in a number of years was
brought to the Moore, local playhouse,

for New Year’s Eve. No pictures.
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Carroll’s New
Club Straightens
Out Union Mix-Up

HOLLYWOOD, Dec. 31.— Imminent
union troubles on the eve of its debut
were staved off Monday when Earl Car-
roll made a last-minute capitulation to
the demands of both the Screen Actors’
Guild and the American Federation of
Actors after the unions had threatened
placing the $500,000 Carroll theater-
cabaret on the unfair list.

The agreement affected performers,
stagehands, bartenders and Kkitchen
workers. The musicians were not af-
fected, as they had previously come to
terms with Carroll.

Dander of the SAG and AFA was
aroused when the unions were notified
that Carroll had signed contracts with
the 60 girls in his employ for a $40-a-
week salary and that they were obligated
to kick back half of all moneys earned
by them above the stipulated salary
while with Carroll and for a year’s period
after they left his employ. Carroll con-
tended that no provision for such a
division was extant unless the girls
earned over $100. Union heads insisted
that no contracts would be accepted
that provided for gny division of earn-
ings by any of members,

Of the 60 girls employed by Carroll,
21 were members of SAG and several
belonged to the AFA.

Agents, Actors

In Philly Feud

PHILADELPHIA, Dec. 31.—The feud
between the local AFA and the EMA is
scheduled for another blow-off. This
time it’s over the reappointment of
Victor Girard, State enforcement officer
for the booking agent law.

Girard, altho a Democrat, is being
backed by Tom Kelly, AFA business
agent here, who claims Girard has done
a fine job to stop mixing and other evils
in Philly.

Florence Bernard. EMA head, however,
charges that Girard did nothing to stop
chiseling bookers who thumbed their
noses at the State law and refused to
pay 8100 fee. She said he refused to
enforce the law to stop out-of-town
bookers from working here without
Pennsylvania licenses.

Fire at Republic, But
Strip Tease Cools ’Em

NEW YORK, Dec. 31.—The quick-
thinking actions of the burly company
at the Republic Theater narrowly
averted what might have been a panic
among 600 spectators when smoke began
to fill the theater and a fire raged in
the basement, due to a leak in the oil
heater.

When the fire spread upstairs and the
Republic was full of smoke, the patrons
hegan to squirm about in their chairs,
Phil Bundy, comedian, rearranged his
routine and gagged about the fire say-
ing, “the smoke {5 getting a little thick
here. You may not be able to see us,
but you'll be able to hear us.” Then he
explained that there was no danger and
that if everyone remained calm there
would be no accidents.

So while Ruth Donald went thru a
strip tease the patrons filed out of the
house and had their admissions re-
funded.

Lew Fine in Seattle

SEATTLE, Wash. Dec. 31.—~Lew Fine
is the new comedian at the State, burly
house.

Billie Bird Succeeds Railey

SAN FRANCISCO, Dec. 31.—Billic Bird
has taken over the job of producing bur-
lesque at the Liberty, bringing in a new
line of girls. She replaces Jack Railey,
who has gone east. Present cast of
principals will remain.

Harry Farros, manager of the Liberty,
has shelved idea of starting a chain of
burlesque houses in Northern California.
He had an eye on opening Sacramento
and Oakland. Said the thing would be
too much of a risk.

Burlesque Reviews

Minsky’s Million-Dollar Pier,
Miami Beach, Fla.

(Revicwed Saturduy Evening, Dec. 24)

1t’s a fact! Art has entered Minsky's,
this resort’s only burlesque, which
opened to a capacity house of oglers last
night.

While hardened burlesquers will shud-
der at the thought, it may be added
right here that the result is ouly an
additional filip to the imagination. This
is not the art that will detract from the
hearty human flavor of the presentation,
for it is not a purified show you see, but
a more beautiful one.

The babes are the same-—with a few
attractive additions—but the costumes
are new. The colors all match and
blend. There is some attempt to put
a red dress on a girl who looks well in
that color—and a pink and apple green
on a girl who can wear pink and apple
green behind the footlights.

Eddie (Nuts) Kaplan is back and his
entrance was greeted with cheers. Max-
ine Deshon stopped the show with her
strip. The girl is a No. 1 teaser and
does a terrific job. After three encores
Maxine looked even more beautiful than
when she first made her entrance.

A half-man, half-woman number by
Jeanne Rochelle was excellently done.
Miami audiences have only seen this
once before here, at Bouche's Villa
Venice, where it drew plenty applause.
As Bouche doesn’t seem to be south-
bound this semester, the act will prob-
ably be ‘“unique.’ Incidentally, the
number is far more effective in Minsky’s,
as Bouche could go so far and no
farther.

Comedians Stinky Fields and Shorty
McAllister are okeh. Stuff is fast and
—naturally—dirty. Audience consists of
about 60 per cent women. Grand eve-
ning for grandma.

Audrey Allen staged the show.

Lee Simmonds.

Casino, Toronto, Ont.

Show last week sets a new b.-0. high for
pre-holiday season, Chuck Gregory really
does a swell job presenting his line, well
costumed, in a snappy routine seldom
seen in burlesque. The 14 fluttering
flames briag the house down in their
Russian number.

Fifi D’Orsey holds the fans for 20 min-
utes with her sock act. Billed as the well-
known radio, pic and stage star, she at-
tracred plenty of space in the local sheets.

La Rese. striking brunet, cracked this
audience with a neat display of disrobing.
Kay Johnson and Kitty Ellis were also on
the bill as peelers.

Bob Ferguson and Fay furnish the
funny stuff. Bob is best in the bedroom
scene, Not too much obscenity. This
audience liked it.

Rhythm Boys, c¢olored dance team,

added attraction for this show, offered a
bit. of neat hoofing and didn’t try to sing
Shoe Shine Boy.

The flicker was Joe Penner in Mr, Doodle
Art Woods.

Kicks Off.

7
of the
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SINGER TALKER STRIPPER
Closed New York
Jus Closed ELTINGE N, Yer

Available for Follies or Burlesk Houses after
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Burlesque: Notes

(Communications to New York Offi_ce)

New York:

CHARLES (RED) MARSHALL and
Murray Leonard, with the closing of
their Hirst Circuit show on the one-
nighters January 4, open January 6 at
the Rialto. Chicago, on the Midwest cir-
cuit thru Milton Schuster on a 12-week
guarantee, large-salaried contract. Both
were Hirst wheel features the last three
years. . . . BOO LaVON and Billy Fields,
of the same show, open January 9 at
the Shubert, Philly, and Gladys McCor-
mack January 11 at the Triboro here.

JIMMIE AMATO WHITE, Boston
burly expert, was a visitor here for a
day, December 28, with a rave about
the lengthy stay and popularity of Mae
Brown and Mandy Kay at the Columbia
in Beantown. . . . HAZEL WALKER re-
placed Amy Fong at the Republic De-
cember 30, with Amy entraining for the
Miami Beach Mlillion-Dollar Pier, where
she opens January 6. . . . ED De-
VELDE'’S Christmas greetings reveal the
former burly straight now doing emsee
at the Lamar Inn, Hattiesburg, Miss. . . .
BETTY BROWN, former burly star, is
now Mrs. Walter Layton, retired in
Homelake, Colo.

- * *®
‘

ESTA ALJA, Gertie Beck, Snookie
Woods, I. B. Hamp, Bobby Vail, Charles
Evans, Eddie Yubel and Perry and Green
compose the cast that reopened the
atlanta Theater, Atlanta, Ga., Christmas
night under Jack Kane's supetrvision and
with Jimmy Allatin number producer
over a chorus of 20. Teddy Underwood
is concession manager for Oscar Marko-
vich, Latter reports a sellout for the
first performance. WALT STAN-
FORD, comic, relieves Fred Walker at
the Republic January 6. . NADINE

MARSH, at the Republic, has been
joined by sister, Annamae Blair, an-
other principal, here from Buffalo to

share Nadine’s home in Hackensack,
N. J.,, and to return to the New York
stage. . KITTY ALLEN, new strip-
teaser, talker and singer, opened at the
Eltinge December 23 for a week’s stay
and then in two weeks to the Galety. . ..
BENNIE LERNER, formerly a Dutch
comic, is now a stage manager at the
Eltinge and assisting in the bits.

* * *

LARRY NATHAN, manager of the
Roxy, Cleveland, tells of how the Yule-
tide Follies, a Midwest circuit show, in
December 23 week headed by Gloris
Gayle and with Irene Cornell, Vilma
Joszy, Joan Dare and Dolly Dawson, co-
principals, together with the male part
of the cast and chorus, were Christmas
dinnered at the Back Stage Club by
General Manager George Young, who,
with Operators C. E. Flanigan and War-
ren Irons, also Christmas gifted every
house employee. . . . NEW YEAR’S week
the Roxy company had Jack LaMont
and Harry Clexx, comics; Charmaine and
Alvena, featured, and Marie Voe, George
Kaye, Ceil Von Dell, Chick Hunter, Rob-
ert Quigley and Sally Stone. . . . BEV=-
ERLY CARR started number producing
last week at Werba’s, Brooklyn, and
Triboro, Harlem, in place of Kenneth
Rogers. . . . LUCILLE WRAE and Mary
Joyce new principals at the Eltinge De-
cember 30. Exiting were Kitty Allen
and Jean Caton. .. . JULIE BRYAN, of
the Gaiety, enjoyed quite a real merry
Christmas with a big win of $350 on
the horse, Kirmond, on December 23.

GLADYS CLARK opened the second
week of renewed stock at Werba's,
Brooklyn, Christmas Day. Co-principals
were Al Golden Jr,, Jack O'Malley, Irv-
ing Selig, Billy Wallace, Bunny Mitchell,
Georgia Sothern, Margo Lopez, Eleanor
Samuels, Yvonne and St. Clair and Rudy
Horne. In the other rotating stock at
the Triboro Winni Garrett replaced
Boots Burns. JUANITA BARRY
doubled between a strip-tease specialty
and the chorus at the Republic last
week. . . . ROSE LA ROSE, back in town
after a lengthy absence on the Coast
and in the West, stayed a few days and
turned right around and left. Reopened
on the Midwest circuit December 30 in
Cincy. . . . FRANK BRYAN is produc-
ing at the Palace, Buffalo, a Midwest
circuit spoke, which had as a recent
feature the Black Panther Girl. . .
JOAN WRAE, who spent almost three
years in niteries as a nudist dancer fol-
lowing her first trip {n burly at the
Irving Place, is back with more inter-
pretative dance routines in the Werba-
Triboro stocks. UNO.

Chicago: \

OPENING BILL at the Empress, Mil-
waukee, booked by Milt Schuster, in-
cludes Gladys Fox, Mickie Dennis, Fred
Neeley, Merrill Sevier, Frieda West and
Buster Graves LOUISE MILLER,
singer, returned to the Rialto. ... MARY
SUNDE opened a week at the Howard,
Boston, January 1. . ROSE LA ROSE
is picking up an additional eight weeks
on the Midwest circuit, starting this
week at the Gayety in Cincinnati. . . .
IRENE CORNELL and Gloria Gayle are
new additions to the unit playing the
Roxy, Cleveland, this week. . . . EDDIE
INNIS, Coast comic who has been a
juvenile on Midwest circuit shows, was
tested out for a comedy assignment at
the Rialto last week.

RED MARSHALL and Murray Leonard
moved to the Midwest circuit, opening
at the Rialto January 6. . . . THE De-
NOVE TWINS opened their burly en-
gagement in that house last week.

From All Around: N

DE CARLOS AND GRANADA, society
dance team, opened with Al Golden show
last week at Gayety, Baltimore. Other
newcomers were Leona Thurston, who was
stripping on the Diamond show, and Billy
Anesley, fresh from California. /.
JACK (TINY) FULLER, comedian, is cur-
rently on the Western wheel. . . A
doorkeeping record is claimed by JOHN
KERNAN, who now holds that post at the
Gayety, Baltimore, Kernan has been
doorkeeping in that city for the past 30
years. DAWSON SISTERS were
among the attractions this past week at
the Roxy Theater, Cleveland. NED
CRANE and wife passed thru Baltimore
recently on their way to Miami, where they
will produce for Weinstock. .
FRANK AND WINNIE SMITH have jolned
the Ann Corio show, which opened at the
Gayety, Washington, Christmas Day.

Youngstown Burly Resumed

YOUNGSTOWN, O., Dec. 3l.—Henry
Prather, who managed the Princess The-
ater here several years ago under the
late Ralph Pitzer, is again at the helm
of the local burlesque house, which has
been reopened with a grind burly-vaude
policy at pop prices.

Princess has been dark since the clos-
ing of stock burlesque three weeks ago.
Prather plans twice weekly change of
program.

Burbank Adds Negro Revue

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 31.—~In an at-
tempt to boost box-office take, the Bur-
bank Is installing an all-colored revue
on top of their straight burly show. New
jdea will be tried for two or three weeks.
Understood that sepia unit has most of
principals from qulck-closing Shuffle
Along show here.

New stripper was added this week,
Mary Marva.

Vie Travers Turns Writer

DETROIT, Dec. 31.—Victor Travers, for
some 20 years manager of the National
Theater in Detroit, is now writing shorts
for Columbia Pictures in Hollywood.

Marian Morgan Pinched

LOS ANGELES, Dec. 31.— Marian
Morgan, stripper at the Burbank burly
house, was taken into custody by police
after assertedly participating in an in-
decent performance. Ted Cohen, man-
ager of the theater, was also booked.
Those arrested are now out on bail.

Vaude in Toronto

TORONTO, Dec. 31.—Shea’s Theater,
which dropped vaude last year in favor
of double features, returned to a vaude
policy again last week and will drop one
film. House, prior to the departure in
policy last year, had been a leading
vaude house for 35 years.

OW ORGANIZING

PACIFIC COAST BURLESQUE WHEEL.
Wanted—Burlesque Strippers, Straights, Comics,
Line Girls, Prims, Special Attractions. From 8 to
20 Weeks. Top salaries. Transportation advanced,
Forward photos and all details quick. We cover the
entire Coast,

MARTIN ROSS THEATRICAL AGENCY,

Licensed and Bonded,

519 Commercial Exchange Bldg., Los Angeles, Callf,
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Magic

By BILL SACHS
(Communications to Cincinnati Office)

(This Column was handled this week
by a member of The Billboard editorial
staff in the absence of its regular scribe,
Bill Sachs, whose father, Christian Sachs.
died on December 29.)

R. ARTHUR MARCUS, “The Mad

Magician,” who is appearing at the
Florentine Room, Hotel Gibson, Cincin-
nati, visited The Billboard’s editorial
offices last week and entertained mem-
bers of the staff with his clever card work,
double talk and comedy. HORACE
E. ROSE, after holidaying it in Meriden,
Conn., left for the South, where he will
present his magic, punch and vent in
schools and theaters, Harry Leny is han-
dling the advance chores. . MYS-
TERIOUS HOWARD, Chattanooga magi-
ker, continues to click to good results
playing school, club and convention dates
in Mississippi. He cards that magicians
are conspicuous by their absence in that
territory. BILL SIROS, “Crazy
Magician,” has been booked for a two-
week stand at the Hotel Brady, Rome,
Italy, under National Geographical So-
ciety auspices. He sailed on the S. S.
Tarington on January 6, and will present
his tricks in the ship’s dining room while
en route. DECLEQ, who spent
the holidays at his home in Marysville,
0., infos that his magic and illusion act,
under Pilot Harry Gibbons, has been
clicking 1in Central Ohio picture houses
and school auditoriums. . JOAN
BRANDON, after a successful engagement
in tte Apollo Theater, Dusseldorf, Ger-
many, is now appearing in Berlin.
BOSCART, who closed for the holidays m
Wauchula, Fla., and then motored to
Miami, where he filled in some hotel and
club dates, resumes hils Florida tour at
Auburndale on January 5. RALPH
PIERCE, who presented his turn at a
special Christmas benefit for more than
600 members of the Mooseheart Children’s
Home, Mooseheart, Ill.,, on December 22,
begins his Western tour about January
15, Charles K. Lake will handle the ad-
vance. GREAT BALLANTINE
(Carl Sharpe), after his engagements at
Castle Farms, Lima, O., and the Con-
tinental Club, Huntington, W. Va., will
head for the West and Los Angeles. . .
C. THOMAS MAGRUM, youthful wonder
worker, after completing a tour of the
New England States purveyed his tricks
at high schools in Pennsylvania, Ohio,
Michigan and Kentucky before laying off
for the holidays in Erie, Pa., birthplace
of the late Harry Keller.

HAT those rumors you heard about
. Will Rock packing his “Thurston’s
Mysteries” 1n moth balls and returning
to his headquarters in Detroit, with his
angel in the venture dropping a neat four
grand, were false was substantiated last
week by a wire from Rock, which read:
“‘Thurston’s Mysteries’ are hooked solid
despite the fact that several have tried
to creare false statements of Rock’s ex-
clusive show.” Purther proof of the
fallacy of the rumors came from Claude
H. Long, unit’s pilot, who said the show
has not and will not close, adding that
Rock himself has been financing the ven-
ture and will continue to do so. .
ARMAND (Armand Stoltz) has pocketed
his magic turn for the present at least
in favor of teaching school in Pompeii,
Mich. GENE FOLE, ace Pitts-
hurgh trixter, is doubling as emsee for
Art Shaul’s All-Star Continental Revue
now playing the Torch Club, Canton, O.
HENRY HAVILAND writes that he
has returned from the wars and is once
again making the rounds in New York.
He's still doing his “Capers with Papers”
fooler. VANTINE & CAZAN, after
a successful stand in Winnipeg, Ont., are
playing children’s homes and hospitals
in Minneapolis under Shrine auspices be-
fore opening at the big Shrine Indoor
Circus there on January 12. Cazan was
the recipient of some swell after notices
in The Winnipeg Tribune anent the man-
ner in which she presented her strait-
jacket escape nifty. JOHNNY De-
VANT concluded his third week in the
Hotcl Bradford's Penthouse, Boston, last
week. He's emseeing the show in addi-
tion to his magic work. MAL
CAMERON left Boston recently and
headed for Florida to plav a string of
Southern dates. EDWIN BUR-
CHELL (Eddie Lee) is current at the
swank Aladdin Room. New Bedford Hotel,
Boston. After winding up in the Hub City
he will go to a Portland (Me.) hotel for a

two-weck stand. . RUSSELL
DRACKEN is now in hlS sixth month at
the Whirling Top, New York nitery. . . .
PLATO & JEWEL last week concluded a
successful two-week stand in Boston's
smart Towne Club 1n the Latm quarter,
LAFOLLETTE has been busy play-
ing show and club dates in the Hub City
with his spook show. . . . WEE WILLIE
DEE is still out with Harry Berry's unit
and continues to click with his smooth
card and cigaret work. LaRAY
has just concluded a two-week engage-
ment at the Crawford House, Boston.

OUT-OF-TOWN OPENINGS

(Continued from page 16)
elton, Helen Hudson, Verna Long, Tilda
Getze, Sylvia Dale, Anne Graham, Hilda
Knight, Laurie Douglas, Victor Cutrar,
Florence Britton, Carol Louise Wander-
man, John Matthews, Ray Dennis.

Beatrice Lillie went to town for Noel
Coward in the opening of the hilarious
musical revue, Set to Music, at Boston’s
Shubert Tuesday night. Coward, drama-
tist, songwriter and what have you, has
long confessed to a desire to write a
musical for the vivacious Lady Peel, and
the comedienne likewise had a yen to
open in Boston on Christmas, since it
has been established as an axiom that
a Noel Coward show which opens in
the Hub on Christmas cannot fail. So
the twain, accompanied by at least one-
third of the celebrities of the Broadway
district, came to town and proceeded to
open with an enthusiasm which augurs
well for the future success of the in-
teresting, entertaining musical.

Set to Music is a typically British re-
vue. It is happily designed for Miss
Lillie’s widely famed characteristics, a
quick succession of laughs, songs, dances
and skits. Impressionistic scenery is
used in profusion.

That the new show is intended to ap-
peal primarily to the sophisticated is
obvious from the rise of the first cur-
tain. Boston theatergoers found it
highly amusing and richly delectable,
and New York, we believe, will place a
seal of certain approval upon it.

The versatile English lady of title is
in the spotlight in no less than nine of
the 20 numbers, singing half a dozen
congenial songs in such a way as only
Bea Lillie can sing them. As always,
she was the real life of the party.

It is a furiously funny show, yet it
never screams to the rafters as one
might suspect. It never begs for laughs,
gliding from scene to scene smoothly,
and the author’s wit is clearly apparent
every moment. There are no tawdry mo-
ments, no sly bawdry.

While it’s a purely Beatrice Lillie show,
there are many others in the big cast
who do splendid work, and to the credit
of Miss Lillie be it said that she on every

possible occasion neatly directs atten-
tion to them. Bronson Dudley is & slick
young dancer who has the grace and
the style of Fred Astaire; a sly comedian
named Richard Hayden gives many a
real laugh to the audience: Eva Ortega,
of the night club circuit, provides plenty
of fun, and Penelope Dudley-Ward is
refreshing. There is a row of statuesque
girls who are reminiscent of the Zieg-
feld days, and there are four young men
who sing in merry mockery of the Eng-
lish cricket fields type.

The music is pretty, tuneful and
catchy. Mad About Boys will undoubtedly
be the hit of the revue.

There is nothing “smart alecky” about
the show; it is sophistication boiled to
a neat turn where it becomes appealing
to persons of real intelligence and dis-
cernment. Set to Music is Noel Coward,
but more than that it is Beatrice Lillie,
That it will be a long-time success on
Broadway is the confident prediction of
this reviewer. Floyd L. Bell.

WEAK RETURN——

(Continued from page 4)
day at the Grand Opera House after a
two-week run despite deserving favor-
able notices given the new line-up in
what is rated a comparatively weaker
Clifford Odets brain child.

The leads are capably handled by
Phillips Holmes and Jean Muir, both
better known to flicker rather than foot-
light fans. But despite their Hollywood
training, their performances are sur-
prisingly consistent and in their love-
making scenes, in particular, manage to
be convincing. The role of Joe Bona~
parte. the young violinist who is seduced
to follow a fighting career for fame and
fortune, is not easy to portray, because
of the odd circumstances the diffused
plot has him in and some of the ex-
hausting speeches Odets penned for him.
In a measure it is also true of the part
of Lorna Moon, the “bum from Jersey”
who finally winds up with Joe in a fatal
auto crash. Taking these disadvantages
in consideration, the team work of
Holmes and Muir is a pleasant surprise.

Robert Leonard has the role of Joe's
father created by Morris Carnovsky and
makes it as weighty and as tolerant as
Odets undoubtedly intended it to be.
His Italian accent fails him at times but
that mishap is not frequent. Will Lee
is the original Golden Boy member,
netting laughs with his portrayal of
Siggie. Others in the cast are Walter
Coy, Johin O’'Malley, Wolfe Barzell, Adele
Wilde, Nicholas Conte, Louis Polan, Curt
Conway, Bernard Zanville, Bert Conway,
George Spelvin, Alan Wolfson, Alfred
Thatcher, William Anderson, Francis
Reid and James O'Rear.

Robert Louis handled the direction
while Mordecai Gorelik’s original sets
have been retained. Sam Honigberg.

Endurance Shows

(Communications to BILL

Hamby and Tyne Cop Honors
In Dunlap Chicago Contest

CHICAGO, Dec. 31.—~Ray (Pop) Dun-
lap’s walkie, housed in Rainbow Gardens,
closed December.11. Harry Hamby and
Helen Tyne beat out Billy Willis and
Ruthie Carroll for top honors, the final
sprint lasting 37 minutes. Other prize
winners were Hughie Hendrixson and
Marge Berquist, third; Jack Berquist and
Ruth Smith, fourth; Al Smith and Marie
Groves, fifth; Johnny Groves and Rella
Finney, sixth. Awards were distributed
at the Victory Ball, held the night after
the wind-up.

Dick Edwards, Lenny Paige and Tex
Swan emseed the show, with Bill Stein
working the mike both on the stand and
on the air. Dick Layer and Jimmie Passo
handled judging duties. assisted by
trainers Jimmy Smith and Romeo Passo.
Marge King and Betty Steele were nurses.

Johnson City Biz Perks
With 12 and 3 Still Going

JOHNSON CITY, Tenn., Dec. 31.—Off
to a slow start December 6 with 35 teams
and eight solos, the local endurance con-
test is playing to good returns, with the
field now cut to 12 teams and three solos.
Music is furnished by Gil Dickerson's
Dixieland Swingsters. Contest is broad-
cast twice daily over WJHL.

Teams remaining are Gladys Hough-

ton and Lou Jarvis, Fritzie and
Jimmy Brugnone. Jack Reynolds and
Sophie Oyer, Jackie Andrews and

SACHS, Cincinnati Office)

Dusty Rhodes, Jimmy Leahy and Jerry
Clark, Pete Trimble and Bobbie Davis,
Johnny Makar and Peggy Jackson, Billy
Gay and Catherine Flanagan, Dan Stev-
enscn and Mary Martin, Schnozzle
Snyder and Mary Lou Anderson, Bob
Wann and Lenora Collins, Cecil Over-
street and Doris Furchess. Solos are
Gene Williams, Jack Broadwell and
Everett Bonnett.

The staff includes Jimmy Sherwood,
manager; Larry Cappo and Ernie Steele,
judges: Marge Sheffield and Midge Tay-
lor, nurses; Hi Hill and Lou Barnett,
trainers: Ernie Young, Jimmie Hoffman
and “Wiggles” Royce, emsees; Steve Lako,
Mahala Bolin and Gladys Maddox,
cashiers; Prank Major, Pat Calahan, Bud
Coleman, Olin Laughead and Don
Ramon, concessions. Publicity is handled
by Frank (China Boy) Wright and Don-
lin Tucker.

AFTER DROPPING out of the Dunlap
show in Chicago, Roy and Millie Meyers
went to the latter’s home in Kalamazoo,
Millie strained the ligaments in one of
her legs and is forced to rest for a while.

IF ETHEL HENNING, who started in
the Wellston, Mo., contest with Itsy
Bachrach, will get in touch with the
endurance editor she will learn infor-
mation that will aid her in recovering
the clothes she lost recently. Be sure to
include your address, Ethel.

FRANKIE LITTLE is making his home
in Chicago for the present, where he re-
ports he has been working night clubs.

Minstrelsy

By BOB EMMET
(Cincinnati Office)

GEORGE TREWELLYN MARTIN, of
the Elks Club, Shreveport, La., altho
retired, reports that he's still singing.
The seasons of 1889-'00 he signed with
the Bostonian Opera Co. and played to
the Coast and hack. He was instru-
mental in organizing the Verdi Male
Quartet in Boston, which appeared on
the Keith Circuit. In 1904 Trewellyn
signed with the West Co. and later with
the Al G. Field Minstrels, with which he
remained for five years. He then was
billed in vaudeville and played to the
Coast, returning to Shreveport, where he
retired in 1911.

WALTER BROWN LEONARD recently
visited Eddie Bogart, Neil O’Brien’s old
partner, in Binghamton, N. Y., where
Eddie has a thriving engraving business.

BUCK LEAHY and Billy Kramer,
while playing the Blue Moon night club,
Providence, recently, met for the first
time since they trouped together on
the Guy Bros.’ Minstrels in 1917.

HI-BROWN BOBBY BURNS finally
made the front page of The Courier-
Journal, Louisville, after working stores
there at Christmas time as a clown for
the last 10 years. The paper carried a
sizable story on Bobby December 24, to-
gether with a two-column cut.

DID YOU KNOW THAT six of the
greatest minstrel singers were Richard
Jose, Chauncey Olcott, Banks Winters,
Frank Howard, Manuel Roman and
George Gale? That the first six black-
face minstrel attractions were the Vir-
ginia Serenaders, the Ethiopian Serenad-
ers, Buckley’'s Serenaders, the Congo
Melodists and Ordway’s Aeolians? That
J. K. Haverly, M. B, Leavitt, George
Primrose, Lew Dockstader, Al G. Field
and Hi Henry were among the most pop-
ular minstrel owners and managers in
the history of the business?—From the
records of Prof. Walter Brown Leonard.

MERICAS SNAPPIEST

Minstrel Shows

‘Unrivaled selection of Complete Minstrel
First Parts, Blackface Plays, Opening Cho-

ruses, Minstrel and Comedy Songs, Jokes,
Gags, Posters, Make-up Goods, Wigs, Bones,
Tambourines—everything to putlife and anap
into your show. Send for Special Catalog.

Denison's Playsand Entertainments
are known everywhere. Established
over 60 years. Send for Catalog.

T. S. DENISON & CO.
203 N.Wabash Ave. Dept. 180,Chicago, I11.

WANTED Immediately

for New Modern Minstre! Show—
Minstrel Men, Singers and Dancers
formerly of Al G. Field Minstrels,
Lasses White and Neil O’Brien
Shows. Swor and Lubin, Deaton,
Habercorn, Curly Burns, Chet Wil-
son, Billy Doss, Billy Beard, please
contact Orpheum Theatre, Memphis,
Tenn., immediately and state lowest
salary.

CHALMERS CULLINS

Orpheum Theatre.

WANTED FOR JOHN W. VOQEL’S BIQ HONEY
BOY MINSTRELS, High-class Minstrel Talent in
all lines, Comedians, Singing, Talking and Dancing
End Men, Solo and Chorus Singers, a1l voices, and
Orgmmed Quartet, Band and Orchestra Leader, Mu-
sicians all instruments. High-class Specialties suit-
able for Minstret. Those donbling given preference.
State if you have car. Place sober Billing Agent.
with car, Rehearsals, Columbus, Q., January 15.
ITOMER MEACHUM, Producer; JOHN E. LAMP-
TON. Agent. State lowest salary, pay your own.
gd?ress JOHN W. VOQEL, Park Houl, Columbus,
hio,
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Hopkins Players’
Business Holds Up

HOUSTON, Dec. 31.—Monroe Hopkins
Players, in their third week at Walker
and Crawford here, continue to draw
good patronage despite colder and wetter
weather. Comedy-drama, She Couldn’t
Be Bought, was the Christmas vehicle,
with a Christmas tree party given by
troupe after last Saturday’s show when
patrons remained to see players ex-
change gifts and sing carols. The
patrons were served refreshments and
everybody had a grand time.

It was the sixth time the Hopkins
Players held a Christmas Eve party in
Houston. Show has added S. S. Henry,
magician, to entertain between acts.

Clark’s “New Deal Revue”
Winds Up Extended Tour

DAVENPORT, Ia. Dec. 31.— Billy
Clark’s New Deal Revue, after a tour
which took it from South Dakota to the
Rio Grande Valley of Texas, has closed
its season, with the various members of
the troupe going to their respective
homes. Show paraphernalia is being
stored at the show’s quarters here.

Show's roster, which remained intact
thruout the season, included William E.

Baker, owner-manager; Mrs. Frances
Baker, soubret and characters; Keith
A. Baker, straights and specialties;

Delores Baker, comedienne; John Baker,
blackface comedian and producer; Billy
Clark, comedy and specialties; the Musi-
cal Playboys and the Montana Ridge
Runners,

Starnes Settling in Tampa

WORTHINGTON, Ind., Dec. 31.—Alex
Starnes, owner -manager of the Starnes
Stock Co. and who has resided in Worth-
ington for many years. has gone to
Tampa, Fla., where he plans to make his
nermanent residence. He became inter-
ested in Tampa recently when he went
there to visit Joe and Gussie Livingston,
former tent show performers.

Seymoure Joins Michaels
KANSAS CITY, Mo., Dec. 31.—Schnitz
Seymoure, local theatrical agent, joined
hands last week with J. C. Michaels,
veteran booker and producer of revue
units and free attractions in the Re-
liance Building, where Seymoure has
moved his office. Seymoure will have
full charge of dramatic and vaude de-
partments, o

2ep Ripples

ED EADER, formnerly 'with a Thou-

sand Pounds of Harmony, arrived in
Kansas City recently from the Coast. . . .
JIM WARREN opened his musical-
dramatic stock tour December 31 at
the Palace Theater, Lawton, Okla. . . .
FLOYD WHITE, formeriy with J. Doug
Morgan, and Margaret Lillie, now Midwest
representative of an Eastern music
corporation, is holidaying it in Kansas
City, Mo. . . . PRINCESS STOCK CO,,
which has been circling in and around
Sheridan, Ark. since closing the tent
season, is headquartering in Piggott,
Ark. . . . MANY former repertoire folks
attended the tacky dance of the Heart
of America Showmen’s Club in Kansas
City December 30. . . . BRIGGS-DARLING
PLAYERS are reported to have opened
under canvas in San Antonio for an in-
definite stand. . . . MARY DeMILLE has
returned from Arkansas to resume her
duties as pianist in a Kansas City, Mo,
nitery. She was formerly with the Hila
Morgan Players. FRANK SMITH
closed his Texarkana circle, but is ex-
pected to reopen soon with headquarters
at Little Rock, Ark. . . . BOB GRANDI,
veteran ex-manager of Grandl Bros.
Stock Co., is now in commercial lines
in Kansas City, Kan. . . . RONALD Mc-
BURNEY left Kansas City, Mo., recently
to join Jim Warren's musical-dramatic
stock in Lawton, OKkla. . .. ETHAN
ALLEN, veteran character man, has
joined Don Null’s one-nighter now tour-
ing Texas. . . JACK AND DORA
SCHAAF spent the holidays with rela-
tives in Little Rock, Ark. . . . WALLACE
BRUCE PLAYERS opened their Kansas
circle on December 26 with the follow-
ing cast: Wallace and Ruby Bruce, Jimmy

SHORT CAST PLAYS
FOR LEASE

Tab and full length versions for repertoire and circle
stock. Send tor list and state how your cast is
framed and what territory you play.

JOHN LAWRENCE, Worthington, Ind.

and Edith Erixon, Esther Macklin, Dick
Lauderbach and Riley King. .. . FRANK
DELMAINE, former Equity representative,
attended the New Year's Eve party of
the Heart of America Shcwmen’s Club
in Kansas City, Mo. . . . DENNY'S
COMEDIANS, after 52 consecutive weeks
in Colorado, are looping it in Kansas with
the following line-up: Ralph Dennis,
manager; Verna Dennis, Trixie Maskew,
Bush Burrichter, Clyde Hird, Dee Wentz,
Jerry Rouse and Bernardine Dennis. . . .
VERNE AND MARCIA DOUGLAS are said
to be making arrangements for the open-
ing of a 10-night opry to play a night
spot in California. . . . SLIM AND LU-
CILLE ANDREWS, with Davis-Brunks
Comedians the past season, recently ar-
rived in Kansas City. . . . JIMMY MUR-
PHY and Beverly Sutherland left Kan-
sas City, Mo., recently to join the Kirk-
man Players now cireling in Kansas. . . .
NIG AND JESSIE ALLEN are playing
Oklahoma towns with headquarters at
Perry. . . . MR. AND MRS. JOE CHENO-
WETH, after closing with Kennedy Sis-
ters Stock, are visiting relatives in Kan-
sas City, Mo. . . . BOB HANZLIK, for-
mer Midwest repertorian, s managing a
wardrobe shop in Chicago. . . . MARGIE
MASON GILMORE, formerly with Edgar
Jones Popular Players, now is a perma-
nent resident of Bishop, Calif, .. .
HAZEL CLARKE, formerly with Dubin-
sky Bros.’ Stock Co., was sighted on Kan-
sas City’s rialto recently. . 8SID
KINGDON CIRCLE in Northern Missouri
layed off during Christmas week, but
troupe is going around the loop this week
for the nth time. ... S. G. DAVIDSON,
former manager of the Hazel Cass Shows,
is now a resident of Kansas City, Mo,
where he is doing educational work. . ..
EDWIN GEORGE, formerly with the Or-
pheum Players, is playing a few dates in
Peoria, I1l. . . . ADDISON AULGER, of
Aulger Bros.” Stock Co., was spotted vis-
iting relatives and friends in Kansas
City, Mo. . . . TED HAWKINS, after many
weeks with the Dewey Campbell Players,
has terminated his contract and is
vacationing in Wisconsin. . . . TILTON-
GUTHRIE PLAYERS, after a week’s lay-
off during Christmas week, are back in
harness again. . . . SAMMY BURRIES,
light comedian and saxophonist, formerly
with the Beasley Players, an Indiana
tent outfit, has organized a dance band
and Is booking dates in the Hoosier State.
. .. THE BIG OLE CO. is playing a two
weeks’ circle in Minnesota with head-
quarters In St. Cloud. . . . FRANK
WILDER bhas booked some new towns
for his Rainbo Co., circling Minnesota
territory exclusively, with headquarters
at Fairmont. . . . CECIL AND RUTH

PHELPS, who have been visiting relatives
in Kansas, returned to Texas to re-
open with the Brunk’s Comedians the
latter part of January. . JOHN
(DUCKY) RHODES, who has been play-
ing Maryland with a small repertoire
company, closed for the holidays and
will reopen January 5. .. . AL AUDRY
has his stock company going good in
Michigan, with the circle including 10
spots. Company works out of Jackson
and features “Toby” bills. . . . MR. AND
MRS. FRANK SMITH, who have been
trouping in Texas for several months,
are visiting in their home town, Mt.
Vernon, Il.

ENNY WILKES, owner-manager of

the tent organization bearing his
moniker, which has trouped thru Ili-
nois, Indiana and Kentucky the last
quarter of a century, has flready begun
work on rebuilding his outfit for next
season at his quarters in Albpion, Ind. . ..
EDUCATIONAL PLAYERS, Indiana ro-
tary, reopened Monday (2) after shut-
ting down for a brief spell to avoid
the usual weak holiday grosses.
ROLAND L. SPRAGUE is arranging a
circle for a small outfit to swing out of
Austin, Tex. . . . THE BILLY BLYTHES,
who spent the holidays at High Spire,
Pa., are slated to reopen their unit next
week with a list of new plays. . . . FOR-
REST (BUZZ) BROWN, formerly for a
number of years agent with Billroy’s
Comedians, will have charge of the Lewis
Bros.’ Circus advance car for the 1939
season. . . . CLINTON W. CURRIER,
tormerly of the rep field, i§ framing a
traveling museum in Portland, Me., to
do the Maine resorts the coming summer.

EN AND LILLY HEFFNER, the
Heffner-Vinson advance force, are
now visiting Lilly’s mother in Lexing-
ton, Ky., and will head southward to-
wards Florida around January 15. Aside
to Billy Wehle: Keep those cold ones on
ice. . . . RALPH R. MOODY, manager of
the Hazel McOwen circle in Nebraska,
pipes that biz has been okeh to date.
. . MAURICE LUCKETT, pianis, after
closing with the Ritchinson Show in
North Carolina December 17, journeyed
to his home in Eddyville, Ky., to spend
the holidays. . . THE BATISTE
FAMILY is playing schools and halls In
Quebec with a dramatic unit. . . . BILL
AND BEULAH CUMMINGS, still trouping
with the Stout Jackson Tent Theater
in Texas, pencil that they recently en-
joyed a visit with Jack and Evelyn
Turner, now on the Barney Bros.’ Circus.
The foursome formerly trouped together
on the Dude Arthur opry. Bill and

You Can’t Get Away With It!

By E. F. HANNAN

NE of the meanest practices in show
business is the pirating of material.
This goes on more widely than is
suspected and invariably acts as a
boomerang to the performer or show
stooping to it. It has so bothered the
radio industry that managers and di-
rectors of small stations, with limited
funds at their disposal, are becoming
wary about everything offered them in
the form of dramatic entertainment.
Court action heas been instituted in
several cases and, as the easlest way to
smooth such matters is in the nature
of a settlement without trial, invariably
the producers settle and thus save their
faces or, more particularly, the reputa-
tion of the station manager or program
director. An Eastern play publisher has
recently taken action against a small
traveling organization which he accuses
of presenting one of his well-known
plays under a false name. The show
stands to be exposed and, while few
outsiders may learn of the incident, it
remains & black mark against the per-
petrators, a reputation that won't be
worn dewn even by time.

A current New York revue is using a
sketch written many years ago for use
in burlesque and, while the bit has been
done so often that any rights to it have
been abandoned, the fact remains that
those who recognize it (and there are
always such) hold the producers and
the show in less esteem and soon, if
not already, the flaw will be pointed out
and to the detriment of the show,

Imitators in show business were never
successful and there is no spot on the
map of America where you can be sure
that pirated material will not be rec-
ognized. The smallest hamlet turns up
someone who knows enough of show
business to recognize a successful play
being masqueraded under a phony name.
I have noticed that the successful oper-
ators of small shows are those who stand
on their own feet and do not try to
ride on the name or reputation of others.
Those who fail are many times the ones
who stoop to such practices as pirating
the material of others. While it may
slip past for a while, in the long run
you can’t get away with it.

3,000 Greeting

or unsealed.

To the Dead-Letter Office

For several weeks The Billboard published announcements in its Letter List
warning readers to watch the postage used on holiday greeting cards when sent
to friends in care of The Billboard Maill-Forwarding Department.
told to be sure to use first-class postage (3 cents per ounce) if the cards were
placed in envelopes, and that this applied whether the envelopes were sealed

Despite this warning, about 3,000 cards in unsealed envelopes and mailed
under third-class postage (114 cents per ounce) were received by The Billboard
office in Cincinnat; alone to be forwarded, but this could not be done, as only
mail with first-class postage can be forwarded. In consequence, these 3,000
cards must be sent to the dead-letter oftice.

Cards Go

They were

Beulah also recently visited on the Ken=
nedy Sisters’ Show, wintering in Bishop,
Tex. WALLACE BRUCE Players,
after rehearsing a repertoire of new
plays, began on their Kansas circle
December 26, with Hutchinson as the
base. . . . PAUL AND DIXIE HERBERT,
with MHeffner-Vinson the past season,
started north recently to join up with
an Indiana circle but have since re-
traced their steps and elected to spend
the winter in the southland. . . JIM
HEFFNER, they say, is planning on
launching an opry to play Florida
houses right after the first of the year.

DON’T THROW GLASS—

(Continued from page 16)

Dragging in sex as childishly as herein
demonstrated is not only pathetic but a
sad commentary on some folks' judg-
ment of what the public will take. There
is nothing else about this number to
offer any consolation or justification for
its presence. From all appearances,
fortunately, the loss shouldn’t be great.

The play, which had a summer tryout
at the Tamarack Playhouse, Lake
Pleasant, N. Y. pits three young com-
rades of the Party against an ambitious
mother, a limp-minded daughter and
her screw-loose fiance, who are supposed
to represent the money class. The Reds,
who are really only pastels, constitute a
free-love triangle wherein the feminine
member of the group manages to keep
both men satisfied. Faced with hunger
on a week-end jaunt, the trio tries but
fails to capitalize on the unexpected
visitors, who are victims of a flat tire
and spark-plug trouble. Hashing process
experiments with romantic pairs and
then reverts to the moral, with intro-
duction of marriage among the Reds and
sealing of bond between the slap-happy
money folks.

Also, there seems to have been a
political reconciliation between the Re-
publicans and farmer Roosevelts, but
when reviewed the punch line was
tragically muffed.

Even if the cast were well directed
and capable nothing much could come
of the whole thing. Sylvia Weiss.

RUTH DRAPER
(Continued from page 16)

Thursday’s matinee the six short thumb-
nail sketches incorporated under the title
of In a Church in Italy were Miss
Draper’s best showing. They constituted
a full show in themselves. First there
was the take-off on the would-be artist
copying a masterpiece or several on a
10-day trip. An old beggar woman fol-
lows, and then comes the typical Ameri-
can tourist, a honey. A romantic girl
in a secret meeting, a German tourist
and a madonnalike worshiping peasant
complete the set to leave no doubt that
Miss Draper is an astute student of
human nature among women. Her
mirrors may be too fine for her more
self-conscious ladies, but they certainly
get a reception from the men folks.
Still in the lighter vein of analysis is
A French Dressmaker, who extends to
madame all pompous flattery the de-
signer could muster while bellowing
orders to subordinates in every corner
of the shop.

A Quiet Morning in Bed obviously
turns out to be another hectic round
of telephones, dates, letter writing and
gab sessions for the feminine gadabout
who just adores things that are too, too
divine and raves over coming home from
a date at 6 a.m.

Doctors is a typical “I-knew-someone-
who - didn’t - have - it - half - as - bad-
and-died” sort of yarn where the girls
all help support society doctors. In pre-
senting A Dalmatian Peasant in the Hall
of a New York Hospital Miss Draper ac-
complished a great feat. Reversing the
above techniques, she painted this wom-
an with great economy but choice selec-
tions of words. The character was deep
and dramatic.

Thruout the limited engagement for
the holidays Miss Draper presented a
changed hill at each performance with
a total repertoire of 19 titles. As both
author of the scripts and actress she
deserves double praises. Sylvia Weiss.

SUGAR’S DOMINO—-

(Continued from page 4)

There are more benefit shows staged now
than at any time since anti-benefit sen-
timent was first expressed in these col-
u . . . . We feel more or less re-
sponsible for the TA and in line with
that responsibility we hope the TA will
check its course and proceed to its
scheduled destination without the de-
lays and excursions that have charac-
terized its voyage of late.
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ASTRY—O. J., 71, who owned and
operated two of the first motion pic-
ture theaters in Salem, O., there De-
cember 19 of a heart attack. His widow,
two sons and a daughter survive. Serv-
ices and burial in Salem.

BEERS—Leo, 53, former vaude mono-
logist, in Brentwood Sanitarium, Long
Island, N. Y., December 28.

BRINKMAN — Ernest, 66, stage and
screen actor, in Los Angeles December
28. For many years he toured vaude
circuits with an act billed as Brinkman
and the Steele Sisters and had lately
played character roles In movies. Sur-
vived by his widow, the former Mary
Steele.

CAPEK — Karel, 48, Bohemian play-
wright who introduced the robot into the
modern drama, of pneumonia in Prague,
Czecho-Slovakia, December 25. His me-
chanical men in one of his best known
plays, Rosom’s Universal Robots, set a
trend for many motion pctures and plays
in the 1920s. Altho he won his principal
renown in the theater, Capek was also
a prolific writer of short stories. Among
his better known plays are The Robber,
The Insect Play and The Makropulos
Secret.

COLE—Herman J., 56, operator of the
Qld Trails Theater, Indianapolis, in that
city recently. Survived by his widow.

CROSSMAN—Mrs. Edwina Booth, 77,
daughter of Edwin Bootn, famous
tragedian of the stage, at the home of
her son in New York December 25. Mrs.
Crossman was born in England during
one of her father's tours there and
came to this country when she was
very young. She married in 1885, She
changed to Crossman from her true
name, Grossman, during the World War,
Survived by two children and three
grandchildren.

CUMMINGS—Richard H., 80, veteran
actor, at his home in Los Angeles De-

cember 25. He retired several years ago.
Cummings had played in vaudeville,
minstrels and started in pictures in

George Wombold

George Wombold, 80, former boss
canvasman known in private life as
George Wormald, at Norwalk, O., De-
cember 26 of chronic myocarditis. He
was born at Maysville, Ky., March 19,
1858,

Wombold had been in circus busi-
ness for more than 40 years as a canvas-
man or boss canvasman. He started
trouping in 1874, when 16, with Sells
Bros.’ Wagon Show. From there he
went to Van Amburg Wagon Show and
later joined the John H. Murray Rail-
road Show and the Thayer & Noyes
Crescent City Circus (steamboat
show). Deceased was also with Hem-
mings. Cooper & Bailey’s Wagon Show
out of Louisville: John Robinson Cir-
cus, 1882-83; Sells Bros.” Railroad
Show, 1884; R. W. Weldon Circus, 1885;
S. H. Barrett Circus (the little Sells
Circus); the Burr Robbins’ Wagon
Show, 1686-'87, and the French & Mon-
roe Steamboat Show in 1888. He did
steamboating as a mate every winter
when not on a show in Western and
Southern waters.

In the early '90s Wombold was with
the George W. Hall Show and then
joined the Albert M. Wetter Circus as
boss canvasman, remaining there one
season. He then went to Gentry Bros.’
Circus for a short period and after that
trouped with Norris & Rowe Clrcus six
years and later with Gollmar Bros.
Circus. Deceased was side-show boss
canvasman with Forepaugh-Sells Bros’
Circus in 1910; with Young Bufialo
Wild West, 1911-’13, as boss canvas-
man; Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus two
and onhe-half seasons as boss. He wus
with the Al G. Barnes Circus but a
short time when he injured a leg. His
last trouping was with Sun Bros.” Cir-
cus for two seasons, following which
he became associated with the Time
Recorder Co., Cincinnati, where he re-
mained 10 years. He was also em-
ployed for a time at Manhattan Bath-
ing Beach. Dayton, Ky., and at one
time was with the Horne Stock Co.
In late years he had been at the Na-
tional Elks’ Home, Bedford, Va., and
the Soldiers’ Home at Sandusky, O.
He was a Spanish-American War Vet-
eran,

Wombold was a member of the
Baraboo, Wis., Lodge of Elks; Henry
Barnes Masonic Lodge, Dayton. Ky,
and Knights of Pythias, Bellevue, Ky.,
where he had lived for many years.
Survived by a brother, Charles. In-
terment December 29 in Evergreen
Cemetery, Southgate, Ky.

The Final Curfain

1912 in New York with the old Thann-
hauser company. He also had a role in
D. W. Griffith’s picture The Birth of
a Nation,

CUMMINGS—Charles H., 40, in Sagi-
naw, Mich., December 23 after a brief
illness. He was the son of the late John
G. Cummings, composer, widely known
in musical circles. Survived by his
widow, Loretta Schnell Cummings; two
daughters, his mother and two sisters,
all of Saginaw.

DARZENS—Rodolphe, 73, poet, jour=
nalist and theatrical man in Paris,
December 29. He began his theatrical
career as secretary to the Theater Libre
organization and later directed the
Theater des Arts.

DE ANGELIS—Mrs. Charlotte Elliott,
43, former actress and widow of Jefferson
De Angelis, famous comedian, at her
home in New York December 22. She
married in 1927 and appeared In a num-
ber of plays with her husband, but
retired from the stage at his death in
1933. A sister and a brother survive.

DOYLE—J. Howard, 29, former an-
nouncer for Station WLW, Cincinnati,
in an automobile crash in Chambers-
burg, Pa., recently. Doyle also had
been connected at various times with
a number of Ohio stations, including
WCOL, Columbus. He also worked for
the Mutual Broadcasting System. Serv-
ices in Columbus.

FARRELL — Mrs. Sophie Huber, 78,
widow of Tony Farrell and former member
of the Leland Sisters, song and dance
team in vaude more than a half century
ago, at her home in Patchogue, L.I.N.
Y., December 28. Mrs. Farrell was born
in St. Louis and with her husband ap-
peared in productions for Klaw &
Erlanger and for Tony Pastor. After
leaving the stage they operated the
Shore Inn, St. James, L. I, & hotel for
theatrical folk. Her husband died in
1928.

FERGUSON—Murray, 73, in the Clinac
Mountain Hospital, Olean, N. Y., Decem-
ber 24 after a six-day illness. TFerguson
entered show business in 1889 with Peck
& TPersham'’s, Daniel Boone Co., later
entering vaudeville ranks under the
name Ferguson, Lewis and Redfield. For
the past two years he and his wife,
Alma, had been playing theaters and
night clubs with a comedy singing and
dancing act under the name of Alzora
and Hank Ferguson. Body was cremated
in Buffalo, and remains sent to Battle
Creek, Mich,

FLANDREAU—Frederick B., for many
years with the billposting department of
several circuses, including Barnum &
Bailey and Ringling Bros., at his home in
Tarrytown, N. Y., December 22. He had
been in poor health for about 12 years
and seriously ill since June. Survived by
his widow and two brothers. Services De-
cember 24 and burial in Oakland Ceme-
tery, Yonkers, N, Y.

GALE—Zona, 64, novelist, playwright
and essayist, of pneumonia in the
Passavant Hospital, Chicago, December
27. She had been in an oxygen tent
since December 21. A prolific writer,
her works consisted of fiction, plays and
poetry. Her Miss Lulu Bett won the
Pulitzer Prize in 1921. Survived by her
husband, Williamm Llewellyn Breese.
Services at her home in Portage, Wis.,
December 29, with interment in Silver
Lake Cemetery there.

HALIL—Nellie, 61, who with her hus-
band, Lee. had been associated with the
circus and carnival field since 1905, of
paralysis in Austin, Tex., December 26.
Interment in Oaklawn Cemetery, Pitts-
burg, Kan.

HARPER—Peter N, 173, who formerly
operated a circus by that name in
New England, at his home in Shrews-
bury, Mass,, December 28 after a brief
illness. He had been in show business
for 50 years. His widow, Sarali, and a
son, Dr. Edward E. Harper, of Worcester,

survive. Burial in Notre Dame Ceme-
tery, Worcester, December 30.

HATFIELD—Joseph E. 80, brother of
the late Al G. Field and former advance
agent and assistant manager of the old
Al G. Field Minstrels, December 27 ab
his home in Columbus, O., after a year’s
illness. About four years after the
Field Minstrels were formed Hatfield be-
came advance agent for the troupe and
continued in that capacity until the
death of Mr. Field in 1921. From that
time until the show was dissolved he
was assistant manager. His widow and
a sister survive. Burial in Green Lawn

Cemetery, Columbus. Pallbearers in-
cluded former members of the minstrel
troupe.

HECKAMAN—Lester E., 39, musician,
in Aultman Hospital, Canton, O., De-
cember 23 after a lingering illness. For
many years he had been identified with
Canton orchestras and musical organ-
izations. He was a member of the
Lyceum and Palace theater pit orches-
tras and at the time of his death was
vice-president of the Canton musicians’
local of the American Federation of
Musicians. His widow and four chil-
dren survive. Services in Canton and
burial in Forest Hill Cemetery there.

HESS—Mrs, Lena, 72, mother of Robert
A. Hess, Wisconsin counsel for the Amer-
ican Society of Composgers, Authors and
Publishers, December 25 in a Milwaukee
hospital following a month’s illness. Be-
sides her son, two daughters survive.

JICE—Roy E., 54, outdoor showman
and promoter, of a heart attack in Cleve-
land December 18, Jice had shows of his
own on the road for a number of years
and had been affiliated with Luna Park,
the Old Dunham Tavern, Cleveland, and
at one tinie managed the Excel Circus for
two seasons. e was also concession man-
ager of the Berea (O.) fair two years ago.
Survived by his widow, Jillie, and a
brother, Burt. Services in Cleveland De-
ceinber 21. Among the show people who
attended were Clarence Smith, Doc Sei-
bert, Max Rosen, Richard A. Johnson and
Mr. Carr, owner of the Casino Amuse-
ment Co.

KAUFMAN — Frederick, 49, founder
and manager of the Tower night club
of the Cathay Hotel, Shanghai, there
December 26 after a month’s illness.
Kaufman was a native of Berlin and
formerly managed the Jockey Club
there.

KRUG—Harold S., 40, at his home in
Grosse Pointe Park, Mich., December 26.
He was the son of Adolph Krug, dean
of Detroit’s violin makers. Survived by
his father and two brothers. Burial
was under the auspices of Palestine
Lodge No. 357, F. and A. M.

LAWRENCE—Florence, 52, screen star
of the silent picture days, in the Beverly
Hills (Calif.) Emergency Hospital of
poisoning December 28, She appeared
with such stars as Clara Kimball Young,
Mary Pickford and Maurice Costello and
had been working for the past three years
with a stock company at MGM studios.

MAITLAND—Gertrude, 58, actress, in
Lenox Hill Hospital, New York, Decem-
ber 28. Born in Boston, she appeared
in repertory and stock before coming
to Broadway in The Brat in 1916. Other
plays in which she appeared were Lady
Butterfly, Five o’Clock, A Royal Divoree,
Little Jessie James, She's a Good Fellow,
The Kingdom of God and others. Sur-
vived by her husband, also an actor,
two sisters and a brother.

MALLOY—John J., 65, veteran stage
manager, at his home in Buffalo Decem-
ber 26 after a year's illness. Malloy
was associated for many years with the
late Michael Shea in the operation of
the Garden and Court theaters, Buffalo.
Survived by a sister, Teresa Dale, actress.

MORRIS—John Vaughn, 78, veteran
magician, ventriloquist and marionette
operator, in Salem, O., December 25 from
injuries sustained when he was struck

E. M. BURK

E. M. Burk, pioneer outdoor showman, at his home in Oakland. Calif,,
December 25 of pneumonia after a period of ill health. More than 80 years old,
lie had lived a life of retirement for nearly a decade.

One of the founders of the Foley & Burk Shows, one of the outstanding
carnival organizations on the Pacific Coast for the past 25 years, he had disposed
of his interests to his partner, E. M. Foley, about 10 years ago.
of Thomas Kelley Burk, a former partner in the King & Franklin show and later
successfully operated the Kelley Burk Circus for many years.
experience also included service as contracting agent of the Wallace, Ringling
Bros. and other old-time circuses, including the John Robinson show.

Services December 27 in the California Crematorium and Columbariums in
Oakland and, according to his wishes, the remains were cremated.

He was a brother

His thoro show

by an automobile. Morris had been in
vaudeville for more than 50 years and
had recently retired. A brother, U. A.
Morris, of Youngstown, O. survives.
Services and burial in Salem.

MYERS—Harry, 56, veteran motion
picture actor, in Hollywood December
25 after three days' illness. His most
noted portrayal was the star role in the
silent version of A4 Connecticut Yankee
in King Arthur’s Court. Other pictures
he appeared in are City Lights, Missis-
sippt and Hollywood Boulevard. Sur-
vived by his widow, Rosemary Theby.

PARKER—June, 4, and Jackie, 2, chil-
dren of Jack Parker, Michigan carnival
man, last week as the result of burns
sustained in a fire in their apartment
in Detroit.

POWERS—Lawrence J., 56, prominent
Champaign (Ill.) musician, of angina
pectoris at his home there December 25
after three months’ illness. Powers was
known from Coast to Coast in operatic
and vaudeville circles and had heen
active in local music circles for many
years. He went to Champaign about 25
years ago and was orchestra director at
the old Walker Opera House the last two
years of its existence. He also played in
the orchestra at the Orpheum Theater
for 15 years. Survived by his widow, t