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This year, more than ever before, you will
want a powerful, record-breaking, crowd-
producing attraction. Selden, The Stratos-
phere Man, is that kind of an act. His en-
gagements at most all of the country’s /

/
/ e
leading Fairs, Parks, Celebrations and Trade / * / /Z

Shows during the past 9 seasops, many of

them return dates, is convincing evidence of / g%/‘ /P”ERE

this act’s ability to fulfill all free act and 10
grandstand requirements. The sensational ; X AN
and unduplicated thrilling feats provide you ,’ f % M

with the utmost in real entertainment value, : TH Tk

crowd appeal and publicity possibilities—all
within the price range of other attractions.

WORLD'S HIGHEST AERIAL ACT

PERMANENT ADDRESS
CARE OF THE BILLBOARD, CINCINNATI, OHIO

. PP

This is the ONLY act featuring a
handstand on top of a 138-ft. pole
swaying 35 ft.! The many sensa-
tional moments are unmatched for
thrill, suspense and applause. Every
spectator is convinced he has wit-
nessed the most daring and unusual
sight ever presented.

Two exclusive publicity and exploita-
tion stunts are available to everygne
booking this act. Send for details,
illustrations and complete information
today.

REPRESENTATIVE
BARNES-CARRUTHERS

COPYRIGHT 19420

BY THE STRATOSPHERE MAN. INC. | |
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OUTDOOR BIZ IN WAR

EDITORIAL

Don’t Brush Off
Exploitation

ADIO station, ad agency and

independent publicity represent-

atives are already wondering
what effect the war will have upon
radio columns in newspapers. Some
of the more farsighted radio men
foresee a considerable cut in columns
and radio space, and some of the
more farsighted blurb artists are
already thinking of ways and means
of reaching the public thru other
than routine publicity methods.

A lot of good may come of this,
for any cutting of radio columns
and space will of necessity force
radio press men into developing
exploitation as a means of going
direct to the public to tell a story.

Some stations and agencies have
long recognized the importance of
cexploitation, its significance as a
clirect approach and ils impressive
effect as an attention-arrester. T{ is
often more effeclive than the printed
word. 'This has long been known {o
some stations on the Coust and in
the Midwest, but to the average
station the art of ballyhoo thru
stunts, merchandising tie-ups, news-
paper-radio tie-ups, efc., is one of
the dark continents of the radio
business,

In the event publishers cut radio
space, the need for press agents will
not be Iessened; the good press agent
need have no fear; in fact, his serv-
ices will become all the more neces-
sary.

But he will have to be more in-
genious than ever; he will have to
get his station’s message over even
tho he is limited Ly strictures in
normal publicity channels. This he
will have to do thru extensive use
of exploitation.

The blurb artists who have any
sense realize that already. The others
might start thinking aboui it.

Philly Expects

Bigger Business

PHILADELPHIA, Mareh 21.-—For the
first time, nitery ops are not shedding
tears over husiness, and, itstead, are
expressing high optlmism. Becsuse of the
heavy concentration of defense plants In
this area, and with pay rolls higher than

ever before, ops feel they are duc to get
a share,

After-dark sccne shifts to Atlantle
Clty each summer, but feeling is that
night life during the warm weather will
bhe here instead. Because of the subma-
rine scare and a permanent blackout in

5prospect, foeling is that the folks are

going to stay closer to home. As o result,
Atlantic City is figured on becoming
Just a week-end town.

. Local amusemoent park impresarios arve
making plans for what they predict will
be thelr greatest season. Legit is enjoy-
ing its best season In a decade. with
three houses continually open. Movies
are enjoying a booni, Four movie houses
in the downtown distriet are operating
on a 24-hour policy. And Daniel Crawe
ford Jr,, chairman of the Philadelphia
Convenilon and ‘Tourists’ Burenu, pre-
dicte that war conditions will udd stimu-
lus to the convention business here.

“Priorities” Biz
Big; SRO Twice

NEW YORK, March 21.-~-Clittord C.
Fischer’s vaude revue at the 4Gth Btreet
Theater, Priorities oj 1942, shows sighs ol
becoming s long-term occupant of that
house. Bushness hans been on the sensi-
tlonatl slde, with the SRO sigh hung out
on seveéral occasions,

House was completcly sold out Satuy-
day and Sunday nights,

In the cast are Phil Baker, Willie
Howard, Lou Holtz, Paul Draper and
others. Helen Reynolds Girls pull out
to play the Buffalo Shrine Circus April 6
week, due to a previous commitment
that could not be canceled. Thelr agent,
Dave Solti, will supply the house with
a substitute act for that week., Paul
Draper, originally sct for two weeks, is
staying on indefinltely.

NEW YORK, March 21.—Closing of
hurlesque houses here by Mayor Fiorello
La Guardia and License Cammissioner
Paul Moss has resulted In the formation
of a permanent committee to be known
as Conuniitee Against Ceusorship in
the Legitimate Theater. The committee,
made up of represcntatives of theatrical
unions, League of New York ‘Theaters
and the Drama Crities’ Circle, viewedd
the closing of the burly houses as a
direct threat to freedom of expression
in the theater. The commitiee, particu-
larly the League, decrled the method of
closing the houses, citing the fact that
disregard . for legal procedure, as evi-
denced in this Instance, amounts to dlc-
tatorial censorship.

The committee also cited the fact that
the law provides for show bans thru the
couris when there is suflicient evidence
of lewdness or salaciousness, Legal pro-
cesses were disregarded here, the ar-
bitrary action of the mayor and the
License Department being substituted,
the commitiee claims,

In the meantlme, decision on the re-
opening of local burlesguie houses will
Pe handed down Monday by Justice
Aaron J. Lovy of the New York Supreme
Court. Hearings wcre held Wednesday
(18) as a result of the order issued by
Justice I.cvy asking License Commis-
sloner Paul Moss to give valid remsons
why & license should not be granted the

Ops, Pondering

EAR

ANl Angles, See

Season That Will Pay Off Okay

To Fair, Park, Circus, Carnival

Winning of conflict eomes first and then how problems
can best be met in mapping operations—liitle redues
tion evident in outlays and attraction budgets

CINCINNATI, March 21-——Outdaor showdam, roady for what 1¢ helicves will
be & prosperous seavon, admiis, however, that never before has 1t fuced a period
in which quick-changing world events might scrap plans and mmke & mockery of
predictions almast in an instant, Prepoarations of a heavy majority of fatrs, piarks,
curnivals and circuses are for & season expected to he better than many precedilg

ones,

It is rcasoned that public mornle and booming defense Industries will

crente a demand for outdoor amusements great ehough to offxet the tire situntion,

Anti-Censorship Commitiee

Formed; Burly Hearing Held

Galelty Theater. The Galety was so-
lected as a test case for all the shuttered
burly houses.

Mayor La Guoardia, along with Police
Commissioner Y,ouis Valentlne, submitted
affidavits intended to uphold the issue,
claiming that the llcense refusal did
not indicate any danger (o other theat-
rical fields,

Morris L. ¥rnst, attorney for the
Galety, clted the fact that many dialog
passages heard from hulesque stapes
ure no more salacious than many scenes
in Shakespearean dramas or in many
musicals,

The hearing also revealed the mass
resignation of the censorship committee
headed by John G. McCorminck., The
letter of resignation, dated Maurch 13,
was filled along with Lhe olther aftidnvity,
ag was e mayor's letter of accopntance
of the cominittce’s exit. ‘The committoe
was formed in 1937, following a previous
closing of bhurlesque houses, The Mc-
Cormack commitice recommended the
granting of licenses.

At the conchision of the hearing Mrs,
Mollie Minsky, mother of Harold Minsky,
who, along with I. 4. Hirk, operates the
Galety, accused Corporation Counsel
Charles O, Welnstein, representing the
license commissioner, of attempting to
ruin the reputation of her son. .

A favorable decision In the Galety

(See Burly Gels Hearing on page 6)

Equity Amendment Barring ‘Ismy’

Members Wins After 2-Year Fight

NEW YORK, March 21.—A bitter two-
year battle In Actors’ Equlty Assoclation
on whether or not members of the Com-
munist, Nazi or Fascist partics should
be officlally forbidden to hold office or
paid posts in Icgquity was clliimaxed to-
day as far as the constitutionality of the
issue is concerned. The now-famed “ism”
anmcndment won in referendum, with 552
votes agalnst 288 votes counted today.
Total number of ballots cust was 891,
of which 51 were voided because of irreg-
ularities.

Up to the last, opponents were at-
tempting to defeat the bill on the argu-
ment that 1t lumped Russta, our ally,
with the encinies of the Alliecd Nations,
and so0o would be Inlmical to the best
Interests of the wur effort.

Amendment to the constitution will
provide thut persous holding member-
ship In Lhe Communist Party of the
Sovlet Union, the National Soclallst
Party of Germany, the Fascist Party of
Italy or the Communist Par
United States are lneligible to hold ofti-
cial posts in the union, along with “uuy
person who publlely, knowingly or will-
fully advocates, advises, teaches or abets

-

ty of the.

the doctrine, duty, necessity, desirability
or proprlety of overthrowing the Govern-
ment of the United States” and anyone
boelonging to any organization declared
by the Counecil to be inimical to the hest
interests of Equlty. The issue arote when
Congressman Lambuertson, of Kansas, two
Years ago accused the association of be-
Ing dominated by Redsa. Despite the Tact
that the Equity Council asked Lambcert-
son to prove the charges or'conduct an
Investigntion which would elther prove
or disprove them, pleas were never acted
upon. However, those named by Lam-
bertson became targets of attack by n
group In Equity which ultlinately re-
sipgnod office when Alan Hewlit, one of
those named by Loambertson, was elected
to Councll on an independeni. slate.

A membership meeting January 0
Talled to adopt the proposed nmend-
ment. Officers of Exqulty asked then that
the issue be dropped hecause it might
prove embarrassing to the United Stetes
Government. However, a petition signed
by 104 members forced the referendum
which adopted the wmendment.

No ofliclals of Equity could be renched
for comment at press time.

the absence of men in fighling fovces
and wartime realrictions If they do notb
become much more agverse than at pres-
ent. “Anyvthing cun happen,” “ti's pny-
body’s guess’” nnd “wishiful thinking® are
expressions Leard aplenty, altho aperi-
tors, with their inherent optiniism, frieely
declare that they expect o go thru Lhe
summer on about the ssme pline ap in
many former yeunrs.

Foremast thoughls of showmen conter
around what further o!iforts they can
muke (o oid In winning the wiar and
how the ouldoor Industry ciun best imeel
the sacrifices and changes 1t will be
cnlled upon to maeet. ‘Thoese ire the pur-
poses of the recently organized Owtdoor
Amusement Coagress, which has the
practicnlly solid backing of those in the
summer entertalmment  business  and
which s expected to be of valuable ald
fo Washiington in the admintstration of
meastures affeceing sieh enlertiinnient,

Falrs, large aud smatl and with few
exeeptions, plan o hold thelr anuualy
with little or o cut In attractlon budg-
cts and premivm awards,  They hape
to make up for & natural decvease n
conunerclal displays with federal nixl
State conservution exhibity, The Inler-
national Association of Fairs anidl Fix-
hibitlony hns gone on record as favor-

(Sec BIZ IN WAR GEAR on page 9§)
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Bad Season for

Bands Grab Off Bulk of Dates

Units, as Name

CHICAGQ, March 21. — Scarcity of
names and the big biz pulled by travel-
Ing orchestras are blamed for the poor
secason for vaude units In this area, Only
flve offices have been aclive in unib
production, and the tours set are far
from the lucrative routes of years huck,

Theater operators wiith full-week or
one - night fNesh policies have been
tralned to use name bands. When a
vaude unit cdoes Interest them, most of
them want the producer Lo come In on
& gamble. Anton Sciblla, who has been
actlve this season with Al Borde and
Billy D!amond, of the Central Booking
Office, points out that most of the cs-
tablished fleshh houses will pick bands
heforg they will conslder units, while
the new dates that may c¢rop up here and
therc invariably insist on a hazardous
percentage arrangement.

Names are in heavy demand and few
want to tic up with units that cannot
guarantee consecutive cates. Scibila,
for one, has been selling ldeas and pro-
duction, featured in both his Huawatian
Nights and Time of Yowr Life. Samoe
holds true of Jeck Fine's Jumbo Circus
Revue (out of circulation after a short
Tun) and Plalinan Blondes, whlch re-
centily returned on the road.

Al Borde cut short this season’s run
of Serewhalls of 1942 and sold to USO
both the Ada Leonard all-girl revue and
Funzefire, which meade the rounds in
this area last year. Nick Boila and S8am
Roberts are represented by Bowery Fol-
lics and On Dress Parade, keyed for bolh
large and small-town houses. Harry
Rogers was represented early in the sea-
son with Count Bernl Viel's Spices of
1942, which headed east alter an un-
oventful tour here.

Ohlcago Theater here played only one
vaude unit during the season, Clifford
Fischer's Folies Bergere of 1942. Orlental
Theater, in five months of operation,
used seven organized shows, Jumbo Cir-
cus Revue, Mect the People, Bell's Ha-
wiian Follles, Bcachcomers of 1942,
Bowery Follies, A. B. Marcus Revue and
Serewdalls of 1942,

NEW YORK, March 21.—~Local unit
producers complain that there’'s no
room any morc for units selling at $2,600
to 83,000, and that name hHand units are
hogging vaude dates,

Producers claim that a few years ago
it was still possible to line up around
20 weeks for such units, but that now
practically nothing but week-ends 1Is
avallable. Among typlical houses using
medium-priced units three or four deys
& week only are the Shubert, New
Haven; the State, Hartford; Bronx Opera
House, New York: Fay's, Providence;

Navy, 15 Army, O

8T. PAUL, March 21.—Robin Lee,
St. Paul member of JIce-Capades of
1942, jed his local draft board a
merry chase before 11, was learned he
had enlisted in the navy.

Lee, who was marrled several days
before, was due to be inducted into

1¢ army here March 12. He falled
to show. John B. LaDue, chief clerk
of the skater's draft board, scurried
around trying to find him.

After conslderable commotion it
was discovercd Lec had enlisted at
t}le Great Lakes Naval Tralning 8ta-
tion,
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No unit can keep going on week-end
dates only, producers point out. But
name bands can play a lot of week-end
vaude dates bhecause they fill the rest
of the week witih hallrcom and club
dates,

The Kemp Time In the Southeast wants
units, but most of its dates offer $150
to $200 a day, and that is not cnough
to attract a $2,000-t0-$3,000 unit.

NEW YORK, March 21.—Jack Finec's
Platinum Blondes unit, now playing
Midwest vaude houses, Is bhelng sub-
wmitted for Eastorn dates by Charles Al-
len. Straight price is $3,600. Unit is
heeded by Edith Rogers Dahl.

Dean Changes

Plea to Guilty

NEW YORK, March 21.—Nick Dean,
alins Nick Circells, who was a fugitive
during the trial of George Browne and
Willie Bioff which resulted in the con-
viction of the ofMelals of the Interna-
tional Alliance of Theatrical Stage
Employees, pulled n surprise guitty plea,
under a charge of cxtorting $1,000,000
from four major Alm companics, in Fed-
oral Court last Wednesday (18).

Dean, who was indicted with Loulis
Kaufman, business manager of the New-
ark Local (244) of the IA, surprised the
court with his plea of gullty, so much so
that TUnited Btates Attorney Matthias
Correa, prosecuting the case, asked Dean
if he knew what he was doing. Dean
was permitted to go free on $25,000 bail
until he i8 sentenced, Kaufinan, who
pleaded not gullty, will go on trial
April 7.

No recason was given for Dean's change
from his origiral not guilty plea, which
he made when he was apprehended In
Chicago, Dean is the former operator of
the old swank Colony Club in Chicago.

Rand Big in Spokane
“Life With Father” Fair

SPOKANE, March 21.—8ally Rand and
her The Lass Roundup revue drew ca-
pacity business to the Orpheum March
11-14, according to Asslstant Manaper
Dick Reed. The house had standees both
matinees and evenings for the four days
despite a 5-cent Increase In price. Lady
Jor a Night was on the screen,

Life With Father, starring Percy
Waram and Margalo Gillmore, playing the
Fox (2,250 seats) March 6 at roadshow
prices, Did about 60 per cent of capacity
for the matinee and 80 per cent for the
evening performance,

Dot Franey Icer in Albany

ALBANY, N. Y,, Mnrch 21.—Dorothy
Franey's Star-Spangled lce Revue opened
last Friday (13), with Hal Leonard's or-
chestra, at the New Kenmore Hotel. Icer
is set here untll May 1 with options.
Business has been good to date.

Don Gilbert Enlists

8AN FRANCIS8CO, March 21.—~Don Gil-
bert, AGVA busines agent, has been ac-
cepted in the Marine Corps reserves and
will resign his union post March 26.

STOCK

ROLL TICKETS

ONEROLL § .54
TEN ROLLS 390
FIFTY ROLLS 17.00

ROLLS 2,000 EACH

Double Coupons,
Double Price

No C. O. D. Orders
Accepted

L]

— ——

The World'’s Foram;st Amusement

possil:ilitia

TRADE

SERVICE GLEANED BY MEMBERS

OF THE BILLBOARD
STAFF

FEATURE
Bangisel

Thoe purpose of this department is to
benefit producers, bookers, agents and
others concerned with the exploitation of
talent in the major indeor fields thru The
Billboard’s coverage of every branch of
the show business.

SHOWMEN INTERESTED IN SPECIFIC
“POSSIBILITIES” MAY ADDRESS THEM IN
CARE OF THE NEW YORK OFFICE OF
THE BILLBOARD, 1564 BROADWAY.

L 4
For LEGIT
DRAMATIC

MARY ANTHONY—recent graduate
of the American Academy of Dramatic
Arts, who, In the school’'s play sorles
at the Empire Theater, New York, this
season, appeared as Terry Randall,
the lead in Stage Door. Has unusual
authority and a real {lair, turning in
an outstandingly fine performance
that compared favorably with that
offercd by Margaret Sullavan in the
original, Definitely deserves a chance
on the Broadway stage.

For VAUDE

BURR TILLSTROM—conductor of
a novel Punch and Judy act, caught
recently In American Siueshow, short-
lived leglit revue at the Civic Theater,
Chicago. Uses cute finger puppets
and also employs a fTlesh-and-blood
glrl who converses in a skit with one
of the puppets for a surprise finish.
Has good high and low voices for con-
trast. Should go well in combo
houses.

Central, Passaic,

To Summer Legit?

NEW YORK, March 21—Possibility
exlsts that the Central Theater, Passaic,
N. J., may turn to legit for the summer,
replacing vaude. Indicatlons fre that, if
the step 15 made, Jules Levinthal shows
may make their bow there In May.

Arthur PFisher, vaude booker of the
house, sald that such a proposition had
been discussed but had been turned
down, Leventhal says the deal is still
being considered.

Date for the summer leglt run at the
local Brandt houses, Flatbush and Wind-
sor, has not yet been set, altho legit
may start thore with the opening of the
baseball season.

Yon Hallberg’s Own House

NEW YORK, March 21..— Gene and
Richard Von Haliberg, composers, bre
rangers and musiclans, have started their
own music publishing house, Apex Mu-
8ic, Inc,, here,

They have six tunes, with thelr Needle
Nose having just been cut hy Artie
Shaw., Three Little Bears; Knit, Knit,
Knit, and Fight, Fight, Fight are also
belng plugged.

Gone is musical director of the Mr,
District Attorney radlo program and
Richard 16 on the Lanny Ross program.,

Vaude-Revue Tryout 5G

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., March 2].—
Prioritics of 1942, in for two evening
performances and one matinee March 10
and 11 at the Klein Memorial, did okay,
with a gross of $4,931.25. Show weill
liked, according to Maneging Director
Perry L. Rodman.,

e — —

Thiw Siegass Domino

Unfinished

Business

OLLOWING a protracted vacation

from scrivening dutles it 1s appro-
priate that we disposec of the pleasant
chore of putting into print cufl notes of
talent discovered and rediscovered In the
night haunts of Florida's Miaml.

The outstanding item on this or any-
body’s list should be Billy Vine, ubig-
ultous son of an Irrepressible father.
Which means something only to those
who have known thru the years Davo
Vine, formerly of Vine ancd Tcmpest and
in this ern a monologist very much in
evidence on the Biondway scenc.

Blilly Vine is on the way to becom-
ing, if he keeps headed In the right
direction, one of the biggest names In
the cuie and theater business, In Mlami
during the senson that has just drawn
to a close Billy was easily the outstand-
ing success. He is an cmsec of powerful
appesal, ‘but cmseeing is only n tiny morsel
of his bag of tricks. To pui him in a
show without using him as an emsee
is inexcusable stupidity. Yet he rates
really as a sterling performer. He is
refreshingly original. He hus a rubber
mug, youth, a beautiful sense of timing.
versatility and plain, unadulterated
talent in his favor, Red Skelton ex-
oepted, he {s the only new personality
of real consequence that has entered the
lists of the mighty tn a long time. What
makes him basically promising; what
removes him from the run-of-the-mine
crop of personality youngsters is thab
he depends less on common-property
gags than any of them. He has a big
bagful of material written by Dave Vine,
The material iv excellent; the delivery
is that, too,

Billy was a smash of phenomenal pro-
poriforrs at the Trolle Club. IHe will
duplicate that wherever he s booked. Ho
seems to have a toendency to resort to
blue material. With this curbed heo
ought to be able to emerge in a very
short time as one of the conntry’s lead-
ing cafe performers. It will bhe a pleas-
ure to watch his progresa from now on.

* ® *

We had the first look at Al Bernie,
also a youngster, in scvoral ycars at tho
Currousel. Bernie 1s thé lad who was
acopted professionally by Rudy Vallee
in the days when Vallee was one of the
most prolific benefit players on. Broacl-
way. Vallee uscd to bring out the kid
to fill in his timo, which was a swell
idea for Vallee and a treat for audiences,
In those days very little other than his
impersonations was required of Bernle,
The Old Master Vallee arranged his en-
trance and his going off. To audiences
Bernie was o clever kid and that was
that. But Bernie has grown in stature
to a «phenomenal degree In the yeals
that have passcd—physically and as a
porformoer. Today he is not only a fin-
tshed product. His lmpersonations are
minor masterpleces. His cdiction 1s so
tnuch improved it is difficult to place
him as the seanme individual of the benc-
fit marathons. He possesses a volce of
fine quality and he is a dignified and
nitogether pleasing emsce. There will
be much to say about his work in ncws-
print from now on unless Uncle Sum
takes a shine to him and buys him 8
Khaki suit,

On the same show with Billy Vine
at the Frolic was Illlian Carmen, the
little girl who wae hustied into the spot-
light by Al Sicgel. Miss Carmen huad
an interesting career after the Siegel
launching and then retired. She is back
now and it looks as if she s getting seb
for a dlzzy flight all over agaln, She
has acquired new poise and charm. Her
pipes arc better than ever, for which

(See SUGAR'S DOMINO on page 6)
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Decca’s Income Up;

1941 Best Year Yet

NEW YORK, March 21-—Nct profits of
Decen Records for 1941 were $781,050,
lnrgest in company’s history. Year before
the net take was $433.713; 1941 profit
was cquivalent to $2.01 per share on
388.326 shares of capital stock outstand-
ing.

Net sales for 1041 were $8,218,145, an
Increase of §2,986,664, or about &7 per
cent over 1040,

In a letter to stockholders, Jack Kapp.
president of the disk firm, points out
that Decea Distrihuting Corporation—a
wholly owned subsid—Incrensed its Iin-
cilitles during the year by opening
branches In Hartford, Saen Antonlo, Chi-
cago (South Side) and Brooklyn. making
a total of 32 distributing hranches.
Three more, in Buffalo, Richmond, Va,,
and Charleston, W. Va., are in prepara-
tion, Kapp says,

Durlng 1941 Decca also bought the
entire Brunswick holdings from Warner
Bros, Thils Inclucdes the 6,000 Bruns-
wick, Vacalion and Melotone disks,

NY’s En:try in AMA’g
Ice Beauty Contest

NEW YORK, March 21-—-~A committee
of judges madc up of John Robert Pow-
ers, Chester Hale, 1. Brooks, prestdent
of Coty's; Vinecent Trotta, art director of
Paramount Pilctures, and J. Walter
Mynn, art divector of the wmagazine
Cliclkc, met Wednesday (18) at the Ter-
race Room of the Hotel New Yorker and
selected Babette George, 18, as Miss New
York Clty. Miss George will reprezent
this city in the natlonal finals of ihe
National Queen of the Ice cantest, spon-
sored by the Arena Managers’ Associn-

tion, to be held in the near future in
Hollywood.

Sclection was based on skating nbllity,
beauty of Iace and figure, poise and
showmanship.

Gal chosen as the National Queen of
the Icc will receive a year's contract in
the AMA show, Ice-Capades,

FOR: EVERY wapns:Wﬂ @S

 HAND MADE
STREET 9800
WEAR wigs  Ur

MOHAIR
wies 1%,

o
All Supplics for Kow-
. plea, Dolls, Noveltles, |

2l S FREE el
SHTISFACTION GUARANTEED OR MONEY REFUNDED

GRAND WIG «»~ NOVELTY CO.

14 WEST 17 th ST "NEW YORK CITY Woiking 9-3578

«ONTARIO HOTEL

Well-Known Theatrical House
$1.00 Up Daily
$5.00 Up Weekly

620 No. State St., Chicago, Il

100 -/SHEETS-3599

PUSTERS
JLARDS

-'\
METROPOLITA

onr aensatlonul. new,
patriotic Victory line
of Window Cards ail
Posters, lted, While &
Dluee , , . appropriately
Mustmted , ., . for
Fairs, Carmivals or any
atfruction. 28 .wonl
copy, Hié ea, add, word.

PRINTING . 1334 VINEST:
COMPANY * PHILA,, PA,

Sond for samples of ﬂ

PERFORMERS SWEAR

®* by Misch

THRATRICAL CLEANERS AND DYRRS.
Work Dbonie Over Night=-—=Nn  Shrinkage.

225 W, 47th 5t, e Circle 6-0068 ¢ N. Y.

A New Monolopuo for S5 gnd
I Koep 1t New for a Year Free!

Sensational new topical gags make this tine of talk
a sure fires laugh producer, Alsp, 8 ncw Blackouts,
$6. A New Venteilonuist Act on topical evonts, §5.
8uying this new material is an investment you wilt
cath in on Immediately. Mako it NOW!

Harry Pyle, 202 west 102 Su, Now York City.

GEORGE EVANS, Stem press agent, is having his hands full with Alan Cowrtney,
record jockey, Courtney's audience s largely the type that believes every word
coming from the loud-speaker—so, when Courtney announced a sensational new
singing discovery, George Evans, the inquirics began pouring into WOV. Instead
of calling the 'whole thing off, Courtney has prolonged and elaboraled on the
houax, sand is making Evans constantly muiserablc—wondering what miraculous
powers are golng to be attributed to him next. One of the more recent Courtney
oulpourings had Evans about ta front a band composed entirely of whistling tea

kettles.

. « . The Camel ads In the dailies, plugging Dorothy Lewls, still have her

-skating at the S¢. Regis. She closed at the St. Regis in January. . . The Stanley
Theater 18 probably the first lacal film house to sell records. Dave Harrls has the
councession und sclls Soviet disks in the lounge. The house plays Russian plctures

and plugs the record counter thru a trailer.

. « « Lieutenant Dean Hudson writes

that the physical gaff which the army is putting bim thru s tougher than the
training he used to do for college football, but adds il's made him fcel so healthy

that he has asked for front-line duty. .,

. » Last Tucsday, St, Patrlck’s Day, in the

blg Hihernlun purade up Pifth Avenue, walchers glimpsed a sepia soldler sturdily
marching along. Probably from the County Cork.

*

TET together, boys. In his review of Johany 2z4, Burns Mantle, of The Neuws,

sald that the author “fallg to Interest yow particulurly In any of Lhe character
types he uses to tell his story.” Robert Coleman, of The Mirror, was sorry that the
author *‘couldn't have found a maoare original and pulse-hopping story for his fas-
cinating chavacters.” . . . Speaking of Johnny 2z4, the scene of which is a pro-
hibition days speak, review tickets were accompanied by one of those lovely little
cards, with the name of the recipient written on it and counteraigned "OK,
Johany." All very reminiscent and nostalgic—tho the ahsence of those bales of lit-

tle paslehoards has done away wilhh a lot of vest-pocket bulge,

. . . Joseph Martin-

date and Charles Sinlth, the editors, and thelr associntes are doing an Increas-
Ingly good job on the SOG Sage, the mimeographed news sheet they put out for
the cast and friends of the Savoy Opera Guild—which, Incidentally, will nest
month have achieved a solid year of weck-end Glihert-and-Sullivaning down at
the tlny Cherry Lane. . . . Another mteresting publication 18 Studs, which con-
talus the seating charts of all the leglt houses in New York, as well as some of
the stadin and music halls—an inveluable alcd to the habitual theantergoer. . . .
Bllly DeWolfe has had a breakdown and has hud to quit the Versailles show, Played

too many beneflts while he should have been In hed with the grippe. .

.« Slgn of

the Times: The menu at the Taft Hotcl, under the listings of beverages like
tean and coffee, has a footnoto in capltals: "And—please go casy on tlie sugar.”

“Eileen” Held in L. A.;
4-Week Gross Is $43,000

LOS ANGELES, March 21.—My Staler
Eileen, which has been golng strong at
the Biltmore Theater here the pust four
weeks, is belng held over for another
week. During the four weeks the show
has garnered $43,000, with the first week
topping the run at 812,000 and thoe third
week being the lowest with $9,600.

Gross this past week was $10,000.

House seats 1,630, and top is 82,50
plus tax evenings and 81.60 plus tax for
matinee. Monday prices were dropped Lo
$1.50 top for evenings and $1 for mati-
nee, with the first of the two weeks at
lower prices proving more successful.

Library Tours Continue

NEW YORK, March 21.—For its first
offering in a scheduled tour of 17 little
theaters locnted in branch  public
libraries thruout the city, Modern Play-
wrights Company will present Ibsen's
Rosmersholm, Opening performance is
set for March 26 at the Hamilton Fish
Park Branch.

The little theaters, originally clesigned
for Federal Theater attractions, were
opened to the company when WPA thea-
ter activitles were halted in 1939. Bince
then Modern Playwrights has sponsored
more than 31 revivals and tryouts over
the circuit.

Divided Into five units, the group pre-
sents free shows, with tickets obtainable
from Modern Playwrights or branch
1ibrarians. ’

Two More School Mats

NEW YORK, March 21.—Actors’ Equity
Assoclatton-sponsored high schaol! mati-
Nee program gets two more under its
belt within eight days, with a perform-
ance of Junior Miss Monday (23) and 4
Kisg for Cinderella March 81. Admis-
sions Tor the high schoo! kids will be b
cents for Miss and 10 cents for Cinder-
ella,

Under this program local students
have already witnessed Arsenic and Old
L?lce, Life With Faiher and My Stster
Efleen.

Joan Crawford’s Cowbarn?

PHILADELPHIA, March 21.—A sccond
major summcer theater for suburban
Bucks County, which already has the
Playhouse at New Hope, is in the offing
under the aegis of Joan Crawford. She
is dickering for a 400-acre farm. Thea-
ter would also serve as a school.

Lane-Kendrick Recital

NEW YORK, March 2i.—Loota Lane,
singing sister of the film Lane slsters,
and Dorothy Kendrick, planist, gove a
joint recital here for the Mu Phi Epsilon
scholarship fund at S8teinway Concert
Hall March 10, A full house respondcd
njcely to the program.

Miss Lane, radiant and in goad voice,
used her personality to good effect In
putting over several operatic and concert
numbers. Her soprano is pleasant and
was especially attractive In the lower
reglster and in the more dramatic pas-
sages, such as the recitative and aria of
Mariella from the second act of Mas-
eagnl’s Il Piccolo Marat. She ls obvious-
ly a good bet for operetta.

Miss Kendrick played ntimbers from
Schumann, Brahms, Chopin, Prokofieff
and Granados, exhibiting an Interesting
technique and holding close attention
all the time. Paul Dents.

Autograph Fans, New Style

NEW YORK, March 21.—It may be the
start of a trend, The Isracl Orphan
Asylum bencflt tonight will have a squad
of MP's und naval police to maintain
order among rookies attending the
affalr, Major reason Is the expected
deluge backstage of khakl-clad autograph
hounds. It's not known yet whether
vaude houses will ask for simllar protec-
tion.
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New Camp Show
Plans Set Up

NEW YOREK, March 21.~~Spring and
sunmer plans for the USO-Camp Shows,
Ing,, are beginning to take shape. Num-
bor of units will be reduced from 24 to
18 because of summer military ma-
neuvers aund a reduction of the talent
budget from §37,000 to $30,000, aceord-~
ing Lo Abe Lustfogel, William Morris
Agencey exee, who is running tho taleut
end of C8I on a volunteer basis.

Last of the 24 units now In operation
will be disbanded around April 156, which
date will also see the closing of thenlets
on army cantonments where the units
have becen playing. Spring and summer
units will play on outdoor stages, the
first of which will be erected at Fort
Dix, N. J., on an exparimental bhusis,
CSI's predecessor, Cttizens’ Comimiltee
for the Army and Navy, also tried out
its first mobile unit ot Fort Dix lash
year.

Meetings to decide the Lype of talent
have been going on all week, but no
defilnite conclusions huve been reached.
Maljor session took placo last Wednesday
and was attonded by Leon Leonidofi,
Clifford C. Fischer, George Hamld, Abe
Lustfogel, George Oberland, Sidney
Plermony, Dave Schooler, Ben Bard,
Horry Squires, Harry Delmar, Harry Kal-
chelm, Victor Leighton, Emll Friedlander,
Bill Howard, A. J. Balnbun, Harry Leving,
Jesse Kaye, Harry Moss, Tim Gayle, Dick
Gabbe, Nat Kalcheim, Bob Bundy, Law-
rence Phtllips, Jack Partington and
Chearles Feldman,

Feldman, of the West Coust agency of
Feldinan & Blun, s serving in the sume
capacity for ihe Hollywoocd Victory Come
miltee as Lastfogel I8 for CSI. Feldman
is in New York far slx wecks to ohserve
and study methods of operation of the
New York unit, to instull a shin)lar sys-
tem in California.

Under the new set-up, three units will
cmiunste from Los Angeles and Lhree
from Chlicago, whereas under the old all
units stemmed from New York. Delmar,
producer for CSI, s leaving for Chlicago
next week to ovganlze the oflice thers
und book talent out of the Middle West
for the milttary clrcult.

West Coast will continue to supply
film headliners to work with the units
on a for-free basis oul of the talent pool
which wus set up Ior this purpose szix
montls ugo.

Boeecause of the time spent away trom
camp by the men in khaki on summeor
mancuvers, units will visit camps cvery
three-nnd-a-half’ weeks Instead of overy
other weck as in the winter.

Fisher Again Books
Hamid Pier in AC

NEW YORK, March 21.—~RBooking of
Hamid’s Million-Dotlar Pler, Atlantic
City. has heen assigned to the Arthur
Fisher office, according to Fisher. Formal
opening will be Memorial Day, with
name bands and name acts. This wlll
be the second year that Fisher is book-
ing the Pler. _

Booklug this year may take place une
der entirely different circumstances than
last yoar, as authoritles may find It
necessary fto blackout all llumination
which can be seen from the sea.
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Rand Seattle’s
Only Floorshow

SEATTLE, Wauash, Muarch 21 —Mike
Lyons’ Show Box opened last week alter
having closed late in December over a
dispute with the American Gulld of Va-
riety Artists, bringing in Sally Rand and
her Lass Round Up Rcevue. The revie,
Jeaturing Sally’s husbund, Turk Grecne
ough, and 40 others, has had the Box
packed every night since Monday's open-
ing. Sally and company were hooked thru
the Bert Levy oflice, under management
of Len Mantell.

With the reopening, Lyons is the only
one In town to use a floorshow. Altha
the China Pheasant has also signed with
AGVA, it features only an orchiestra and
onc singer, ag has always been its policy.
AGVA mnd all other clubs are still at
outs, with the club managers believing
they do ns much business without, as
with floorshows.

Goodman Is Wed
To Alice Hammond

LAS VEGAS, Nev.. March 21.~—Benny
Goodman cnded the suspense of the
music trade here Priday {20) when he
married Mrs. Allce Hammond Duck-
worth, sister of John Hammond Jr. the
swing sage. Mrs. Duckworth hnd re-
mained in Las Vegas since last January,
when she obtained a divorece “from G.
Arthur Duckworth, of London. It was
Goodman's first marriage.

‘Those closg t0 the couple had known
for some time that they planned to get
married, and rumors had floated around
Broadway for over a year. What cflect
it will have on Maestro Goodmun’s fu-

* dure plans are not known, bul iL Is un-

derstood he plans to kéep right on wiih
his work. Goodman was called Into his
draft board receutly but wus not re-
classificd {rom his 3-A rating.

Publisher Sue;
Winchell, NBC

WASHINGTON, March 21.—Suit for
$400,000 has been instituted by Eleanor
Patterson, publisher of TThe Washington
Times-Herald, against Walter Winghell,
Broadcasting Company and
Jergen's Lotion, charging defamatlon.
Winchell is being sued for $200,000 and
the others $100,000 each,

Suit 1s hased on Winchell's broadeast
of last Sunday, In which he stated that
the late Senator Ernest Lundeen, in-
serted a Times-Herald cditorial in The
Congressional Record, Mrs. Patterson
chamged that Winchell referrcd to the
editorinl in “false. scandalous, maliclous
and dcfnmatory words.”

WMCA Shows Off

NEW YORK, March 21~WMCA I3
modeslly calling Wednesday (25) WMCA
Day. A complete presentation of all sta-
tion facilities will be made al, & shindig
a4t the Hotel Lexington., Plans call for
shows presenting all commentators and
ortists exclusive with WMCA, inclhuding
Walter Scanlon, Johannes Steel, Jimmy
Powers, Hazel Scott, Sldney Mosely,
Burnett Hershey, Helen Twelvetrees, Tex
McCrary and Joe Rines’ ork.

Harold True to WWJ

DETROIT, March 21.—Harold True,
former newscaster and chicf ennouncer
at WXY2zZ, where he announced the Lone
Ranger show, has switched to WWJ as
newscaster. He succeeds Ken Laub,

nation in any defense work you can.”

out the trade union movement,

had heen in circutation for weeks.

‘Mis s vicious,

office quickly and eitectively.

AGVA’s Phoniest Move Yet

The 8an Francisco local of the American Guild of Vuriely Artists has stis-
pended membership meetings for the duration of the war, iccording to an an-
nouncement in [ts house organ, For Your Injormation, Pleuse.
the war effort requires exertion, “physical and mental,” and that performers
should offer thetr servicers lo defense work.

“So that there will be no hindrance in your desires in regard to thils mat-
ter,” the bulletin states, “thicre will be no membership meetings held for the
duration. A monthly bulletin will be sent to a1} members informing them of all
oraunization activities. Use the time you would spend at mectings helping the

Thus the San Francisco local, in the guise of alding the war effort, is at-
tempting to murzzle the incrensing tide of criticism rgninst ity officlals and is
playing right into the hands of the prople who awult the opportunity to wipe

This move js the outcome of San Francisco AGVA conditions,
hership meetings had been riotous affnirs, The efficiency of Vinee 8ilk, exceutive
secrelary, had been questioned by opposition volces. A petition to remove Sitk

But instead of coping with the opposition democratically, the local’s leader-
ship has chosen the Fascist method of suppression: A complete hlackout of 1frce
specch for performers who support the union with thelr dues.

If San Francisco gets away with it, locals thruout the
coimiry whose admindstrations ave criticlzed will follow suit. Ultimately, AGVA
will be a union that does not reflect membenship desives—just a clulb.

The leaders in Frisco are apparently irying to save their jobs, but in so
dolng tliey nre encouraging a movement to destroy organized labor, right within
its own ranks. The leaders of the San Francisco local shiould be removed from

And let the AGVA national officials hang their heads in shame for por-
mitting this to go on. It they did’t know what wus going on, then they should
he severely criticized for allowing themselves to remain uninformed.
knew what was going on and allowed it, they should be fired.

Organ. cites that

Past mem-

If they

2 MBS Stations in
Tiff With Musicians

NEW YORK, March 21.-—W. E. Mac-
farlane, president Mutual Broadcasting
System, and James C. Petrillo, AFM head,
are mecting over the week-end in Chi-
cigo In an eilfort to avert a threatened
musiclans’ stirike which would atfect
the entire web. There is the possibility
that unless WQRC, Louisville, nnd WSIX,
Nashviile, settle thelr diffcrences with
the locals in tnose cities, MBS may eject
them from the hook-up so that other
MBS stations may escape trouble with
AFM.

Dispute at WGRC is caused by the
AFM demand for a contract renewsl to
replace the pact which ran out the first
of the year, Contruct negotlations so
far have been unsuccessful. WGRC had
caused a previous threat when It balked
at signing a union contruct last year,
At WSIX the local demands that the
station replace tho house organist with
a four-piece ork.

Mutual execs say that they cannot
intercede with the stations, as each sta-
tion is independently owned.

Lanny Ross Renewed

NEW YORK, March 21.-—-Lanny Ross
hag been rencwed over 56 CBS stations
starting April 6. EfMective also will be
chunge of sponsorship. Campbell Soups
will get the plugs Instead of Franco
American  8Spaghetti, manufactured by
the same firm.

Ruthrauff & Ryan now handles this
itccount. formerly held by Ward Whec-
ock,

Canaries to S. A,

NEW YORK, March 21.—Four opcr-
atic warblors are to be aired by CBS for
Iatin  Amerilcan consumption, The
aingers will be among those who will
later depart for Beunos Alres for the
regular season, Carlos Ramirez started
the serles Saturday (21), Armand Tokat-
yan goes on next Saturday, followed by
Bruno Landl and Ellde Reggianl the
following day. Terig Tucol ork -does the
backing. |
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J. Dorsey’s Two Dates?

PHILADELPHIA. March 21 —Mlix-up in
bookings has Jimmy Dorsey skedded to
play the Ivy Ball (Junior Prom) at the
University of Pennsylvanin May 8, on
which daote he Is to open a weekK's en-
gigement at the Earle Theater, Doubling
the Lwo dates ig okay with the musi-
cians’ union, but the house has an iron-
c¢lud rule making engagemeitys outside
of the thenter absolutely no go. Man-
agement has taken no action on the
matter but, if no cxception is made in
the rule, Dorsey will have to cancel the
college pram, which is one of the
choicest dates In the East.

Dick Jurgens Headed for
Location at Totem Pole

BOSTON., March 21.—Dick Jurgens,
coming cast for the first time in his
career, will probably settle down on 1o«
cation at the Totem Pole, Agawam,
Mass.,, May 27. Extensive apir time |is
being plotted for the band and, iIf every-
thing works out as expected, contracts
for the job will be signed today.

Onc of the biggesi. band names in the
Middle West, Jurgens has ncver before
ventured into this territory, but little
trouble is belng encountered in booking
him, because of records, transcriptions
and alr shots from the Aragon Ballroom,
Chicago,

Delbridge-Gorrell
Spread in Midwest

DETROIT, March 31.—Three new dates
were set this week by the Delbridge &
Gorrell office. Barney Greene and band
were set for Hotel Washington, Indian-
apolls, opening Friday (13) for four weeks
with options. Greene is opening with a
novelly seven-piece ork.

Arturo and His Gay Caballeros, cwirrent
at Pere Marquette Hotcl, Peorin, move
into the Moonlight Gardens, Saginaw,
Monday {(16). Billy Moon's band, curreng
at the Grand Terrace, only Detroit
theater-style night spot, was given an
extension to March 29,

Wheeling Takes Bands

WHEELING, W. VA., March 21 —In the
fabsence of musical units Capitol here
has been offering name bands for one
day, Wednesday or Thursday. Eddy

Duchin and ork played to capacity busi-
ness last week, ’

BURLY GETS HEARING

(Continned from puge 3) :
case will force License Commlissioner
Moss to grant licenses to all burlesque
houses here. Should llcenses he granted,
it is probable that a committee will
again be formed to regulate local bur-
lesque,

The sult will also be a test of the
power of thc license commissioner to
charge 8250 for a quarterly license In-
stead of $500 annually, as is charged for

~licenses of other types of theaters,

Chi’s Sherman Room
Still Swings It

CIIICAGOQ, March 21.—The Sherman
Hotel’'s Punther Room Is celebrating the
third anniversary of Ils swing band
policy this week. Altho no officlal fig-
ures are avallable, tt s known that
Henn Miiler and Benny Goodman, cach
of whom filled 8 single date, hold the
attendance record in ihe room.

Sincc March, 1939, the Punther Roomn
hns played 28 bands. and eight have al-
ready repeated. Those filling encores
include Gone Krupa, who holds the rec-
ord with four dates; Fats Waller, three;
Jan Savitt, three; Harry James, two;
Bud Freeman, two; Jimmy Dorsey, two:
Woody Herman, two, and Larry Clinton,
two. Nelther Miller nor Goodman has
beenr avallable s0 fur for repeats, but
have standing orders to come back.
Artie Shaw is one of the few big swing
names who hasn't appeired; tho signed
up o couple of times, conltracts were
canceled at the lnst minute,

Bands who have appeared at the Sher-
man in the last threc yenrs include
Bunny Berigan, Jimmy McPartland,
Slim Galllard, Ben Pollack, Stuff Smith,
Jhnmie Lunceford, Raymond Scott, Duke
Ellington, Count Basic, Hal Derwin, Bob
Crosby, Charlie Barnet, Cal>» Calloway,
Lionel Hampton, Will Bradley, Juck Teae
gurden and Bobbhy DByrne. Calloway is
set to return April 8, followed by the
initial date of Bob Chester.

New Ballroom Opens
Names 1n Norfolk

NORFOLK, Va., March 21.—Ome of the
blggest dunce halls In the South will be
opened here Friday (27), when the Pal-
omar In dowutown Norfolk Inaugurates
a4 nightly dance policy with name bands.
Wil Oshorne plays the opuning four-
day engnpgement, and policy will be to
book bhands for engagements of scveral
days to a week.

Palomar has floor space 210 by 180
feet, with capacity of 4,000 o 5,000 per-
sons. Bullding Is onec-story frame struc-
ture built last year as a tabernacle for-
2 traveling evangellst,

R. V. (Buster) Ward, who managed
Surf Club at Virginia Beach Inst flve
yuars, is managing direcctor. Spot will
be closed Sundays.

Charlie Spivak follows Oshorne, with
Carl Hoff next on the schedule.

SUGAR’S DOMINO

(Continuved from pege 4)
bath rest and natural development are
probably responsible. She is beautiful
matcrial for cafes and with very little
grooming she ought to click eolidly in
plctures,

[ . * .

During thc same Miami sojourn we
saw intcresting things happen to a cou-
ple of old familiars, Benny Felds and
Henny Youngman. Fields was In the
Carrousel show as standurd bearer. The
night we caught him hce was suffering
from a bed cold. He Antshed only two
songs oul of (ive. Instead of creating
resentment, instead of meeting with a
mild receptlon, he brought down the
house by humming his finishes und
varlows other devices unique with him.
In order to do that o man has to be &
natural song salesinan. He must also
be a master showman. Most of us have
khown for many years that Plelds is
both., But i I1sn't often that one sues
this demonstrated under the most try-
ing conditions. X

A8 for Brother Youngman, we hup-
pened to drift into the Casanova Club
whep he was playlng to an asudience of
visiting firemen Iromm the wide-open
spaces to whom Broadway-type gags are
an Armeniun dialect. The welf-deprecat-
INg  Youngman started off to an
ominously silent house. He threw tho
gag book at them: he trierd every stunt
known to a monologlst of uncertaln
routine, The audience remained frozen,
But there came a climax., A few laughs
(or it might have becn enickers) were
actually henrd. Buf, that was cnough
for Youngman. He put his finger un-
erringly on what they wanted. Irom
that moment on he climbed higher and
higher in appeal. He wound up getting
the hest hand we've ever seen him get.
And there are not many performers who
have a better collection of applause
memortes thun this lank son of Brook-
lyn's Williamsburgh. '
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Penn Commish
Beefs at Radio
Bangtail D’cast

PHILADELPHIA, March 21.—WPEN, in
slgning & conirunct with the Wlilllam
Armstrong Company, publishers of horse
racing paper, to make WPEN the first
station In the clty with a complete
schedule of racing results and news, has
brought the wrath of the State's Public
Utilitles Commnission on the stution.
Since tast week WPEN has been broad-
casting & five-minute perlod at noon
during which scratches, llne-ups and
jockeys at leading troacks are announced,
Thruout the day there are bhreak-ins
with results, prices, offtimes and dis-
quulifications breaking In as hot news
flashes; and at 6:30 p.m. Jack O°'Reilly,
WPEN sportscaster, dishes out & com-
plete resume of thc day’s races,

Richard J. Beamish, Pcansylvania’s
Public Utilities Commissioner, hit the
ceiling last Friday (13) when he noticed
ads in the local newspapers calling atten-
tion to the atation’s bangtail services. He
entered complulnts against the station
and the telephonc company with Paul A.
Wualker, of the Federal Communications
Conunission, and with U, 8, Attorney
Genoeral Biddle.

Asking both the FCC and the altorney
general’s oftice to act against WPEN and
break up radio’s dissemination of horse
race info, Beamish sald: "This bold de-
finnce of the law by these communica-
tlon corporations does more than violate
the statute laws of Peunsylvania, T
diverts into the ratholes of organized
gambling and racketeering a sizable por-
tion of the wenlth of the country which
should go into the war effort.”

Officials at WPEN sald they huad no
comment 10 make on the charges at this
time,

Philly Agencies
Not Hurt by War

PHILADELPHIA, March 21.—Priorities
and rationing are having no ill-effects on
local advertising agencies. While many
accounts have gone or are going on the
inactive list for the duration, new ac-
counts more than make up for curtail-
ment, Agencies, especially those using
radio heavily, report a bumper crop of
new accounts snagged the past week.

Firat account for Sayre M. Ramsdell
Associates, new locil agency, ls a cam-
paign for Philco Radio & Televislon Cor-
poration to be releascd early in May.
Local and national media will be used.
Al Paul Lefton agency assigned to handle
campaign for the Electrical Assoclution
of Philudelphia, representing clectrical
manufacturers, distributors and whole-
salers; and for Catz-American, official
distributor for Brazilian matte ten.

Stewart-Jordon Company appointed by
the Suburban Company of Ardmore, Pa.,
to handle the advertising for 40 Sub-
urban retail stores and for the Welling-
ton Hotel herc. William H. H, Neville is
uccount exec for both accounts. Adrian
Bauer agency gets the nod for the Fa-sct
Company, of Loug Tsland, N. Y., beauty
preparation manufacturers. Solis 8. Can-
tor agency appointed ad agent for the
Philadelphia Association of Retall Drug-
gists, & co-operative org. John Falkner
Arndt gets the call to handle the Amer-
ican Hotel Association, hotel ehain. Two
beer accounts also go on the agency
books, Getz Brewing Company to place
its advertising thru Scherhagen, Inc., one
of the town’s newer agencies, with ¥, H.
Seberhagen serving as account exec and
Adam S8cheidt Company calling on Care-
ter-Thomson agency to handle itg Valley
Forge Beer.

New Station Opens

In Mexico Ci ty

MEXICO CITY, D. ¥, March 21—
A ngw radlo station, XEOY, has opened,
financed by a bond Issue and backed by
Iturbl Limantour and Ignacio Diaz.

XEOY operates on 1,000 kilacycles,
10.000 watts, Tower, ncar the city, is 166
meters high. .

Statlon manager is Sr. Ricardo A.
Hinojosa, formaerly director of publicity
for the XEO, Statlon opened March 10.
House ork consists of 25 musicians, di-
rected by Miguel Garcia Moran.

ASCAP Licensees
Get Script Service

NEW YORK, March 21.—The American
Soclety of Composers, Authors and Pub-
lishers will sturt a free script service to
ASCAP licensees around May 1, New
gervice is in keeping with ASCAP's good-
will program abhued at licensed music
users. The society has alveandy lined up
scripts to take cure of its licensces 26
weeks in advance

The new service is directed mainly at
indie stutions which cannot maintain
siznble script writing stafls. Robert L.
Murray, originator of the plan, estimates
the new set-up will offer services that
would cost around $5,000 annually (f
carried on by an Individunl station.
ASCAP plans to make no demands upon
the users of this service even I the free
scripts go comimercial,

Already three merles ave ready for de-
livery. They are Songs From the Shows,
Marching to Music and History in Music,
These are half-houwr shows, which can be
used elther on turntables or with full
orks. Programs are of 13 weeks’ duration
each, and are designecd so that local sta-
tlons may subsititute other music to take
care of the preferences of that locality.
ASCAP will probably later furnish scripts
for scctionnl nceds and design progranus
speclficaily for individual stutions.

ASCAP hopes to avaoid Quplication In
onoe area by releasing three separate pro-
arams simultaneously.

- — -

NBC Starts Roving
Pick-Ups Abroad To
Clarify War Info

NEW YORK, March 21.—NBC 18 starte
ing a new roving program, with probable
pick-ups from all points of army cou-
centration, including bhascs in Iceland,
Ircland, Australln end Carvlbbean poris,
along with nallonal shrines, Full hour
I8 skedded to start April 5, from 3:30
to 4:30 p.m.

Program, under the auspices of the
War Depuartment, will include speakers
who may not be announced in sdvance
beeause of military reasons. Is designed
to clarify confusion arising from a war
fought on many fronts.

NBC Tele Plugs Defense Show

And Proves Propaganda Value

NEW YORK, March 21-—Television,
stymied for the duration due to pri-
orities, Is proving its value as a propa-
ganda medium thru Its handling of
civilian defense programs for the gov-
ernment. The good job it is doing with
these shows §s expected to be remmem-
bered after the war, when television
hopes to rveally step out., The govern-
ment has been using CBS'’s tele sia-
tion, WNBT, for staging programs de-
vised to teach air raid wardens and other
defense workers how to perform thelr
tasks, These shows are piped to telc
stations In Philadelphla, Schencctady
ang Washington., Later on the defense
shows are expected to be carried In Chi-
cago, Los Angeles, Cincilnnatl, Passale,
Fort Wayne, San Francisco, Milwaukee
and the local CBS station,

The government apparently is aware
of television's great potentlalities as an
educational medium since it can pro-
Ject & lesson both to the eye and the
ear. Neither radlo nor thie newspapers
can do this, it is pointed out,

NBC television will expand its civilian
defense programs April 6 when it starts
its first six-week basic air raid warden
course over WNBT to reachh 50,000 local
trainees. It will also start two new de-
fense programs aimed at 20,000 gradu-
ales of the first basic warden course.
Also, WNBT is starting a onc-hour dra-
matic program 1o cxplain cdefense ace
tivities and the war effort to the general
public. The serles will be called The City
Awakes and will use a profesgsional cast
and start April 10. Warren Wade, Mar-
tin Jones and Tom Rellly, staff pro-
cducers, are writing and directing this
serles,

Noran Kirste, director of WNBT, is
very close to the government thru his
voluntary Jol» as U, 8. Co-ordinator of
Televislon for the Physical Fitness Pro-
gram. Part of the time devoted {o de-
{enso programs poes to physical litness
propaganda, incidentally.

In ovder to rench the largest audience
possible NBC lhas placed tele scts in
hundreds of local police stations and
firehcuses, so that defense officlals and
workers can profit from the defense pro-
grams. Also NGC is expanding the aud-
ience for the 1,000 tcle recelving sets In
private homes In this clty. It Is trying

Advertisers, Agencies, Stations

NEW YORK:

RVING STROUSE, writer and producer,

- has been appointed director of pro-
duction and programning of WINS, re-
placing Robert L. Cotton, resigned. . . .
Priscilla Kent, formerly of the editorial
staff of The New York Herald-Tribune,
will join the script division of NBC
April 1, . . . Sclect Theatiers, Inc. (the
Shuberts), has launched & six-a-week
one-minute announcements over WEAF
in the interests of Sons o° Fun and
Prioritics of 1942, current Brondway
shows. Blaine Thompson i{s the apency.
« « » Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, aired
over the NBC Roed net Sundays, 8-8:30
p.m,, sponsured Dby 8terling Products,
Ine., will adad 28 more stattons to its line-
up, effective March 29, bringing the total
outlets for this program to 07. Blackett-
Sample-Hummert Is the agency. ... Gen=
eral Mills, Ine, has added three 15~
minate spots to its CBS sked with the
sponsorship of Belfy Crocker. Show will
he aired on Mondays, Tuesdays and
Weodnesdays, 09:45-10 a.m., over 31 CBS
statlons, Blackett-Sample-Hummert ban-
dled the business. . . . Jocko Maxwell,
sportscaster, has been namod sports di-
rector of WWRL, Woodside, L. 1., replace
ing Cy Newman, who recently resigned to
Join the mmmmcmg.st-aﬂ“of WAAT.

®

CHICACO:

I(EN‘NEDY NELSON, in charge of music
at WAAF for the last elght years,
leaves April 1 to join WJJD-WIND in
the same capaclty. . . . Don A. Marcotte,
bead of the NBC music library here, I8
recuperating from a serious lliness at the
Pasavant Hospital, . . . Planiation Purly
was renewed for aunother 62 weeks by the
Brown and Willlumson Tobucco Corporas-
tlon thru Russell M. Seeds. . . . Office of
Civilian Defense is presenting a series
of three weekly one-hour ‘“radio clask-
rooms” over WMAQ to instruct the
300.000 air-rald defense workers in this
area. It covers every phase of the de-
fense problem. . . . WBBM's army pro-
gram Fall Out for Fun returns to CBS
a8 o network show on Tuesday (24). T

I8 being handled by Chuck Logan, spe-
clal events director, and Eddie Dunn,
emsee. ., . WLS National Barn Dunce
celebrated its 10th annlversury on the
air Saturday (21) . . . Socony-Vacuum
Oll Company, city’'s largest news spone
sor, added to its schedule the veteran
Sister Emmy as 1ts new Saturday morn-
ing feature on WBBM, Company also re-
newed its morning and evening news
shows over that station for another 53
weeks, FFran Etlison 1s 8Sister Bmmy. . . .
Tom Noble, newswriter, leaving for
Camp Robhinson, Littlc Rock, Ark., (o
serve 4s lieutenant with the 162d Sig-
nal Corps. . .. Judith Waller, NBC pub-
lle service director here, has made her
first nppearance in Who's Who for 1942-
'43. . . . Bob Guilhert is now « full-fledged
membher of the NBGC continuity cepart-
ment.
L L ] *

LOS ANGELES:

UBREY ISON, NBC announcer, has

A gone into the army. Replaced by
John Lally. . . . More than 300 workers
at Columbla Square are being photo-
graphed and flngerprinted In line with
National Defenso. . . . Ruth Barnard,
Don ILce traffic managey, has left KHJ
for San Francisco, where she will work
for the government. . . . Leo Tyson,
head of the Blue Network program de-
partment In Hollywood, i8 back from
San Pranicsco, where he went to co-
ordinate activities of the two cities In
the presentation of ncw radio fave. . ., .
Bob Murray, formerly KHJ studio super-
visor, succeeds Glen Turner, who left s
master control supervisor., Turner left
to do speclal detall work for the govern-
ment. . . . Betty Jean Sidney has joined
the seript department at KiJ. . . . Bill
Parmlee was named page boy at KHJ to
fill the vacancy left when John Norton
entered the Officers” School of the U. 8.
Merchant Marine. . . . Don lLee tele-
vision, WBXAO, is now using spot an-
nouncements, . Blue Network here
recently released a list of members who
have been in radio more than five years.

(See ADVERTISERS on puge 8)

L *

to get at least 40 persons to gather
around each recelving set, thus provid-
ing the defense programs with an au-
dience of 30,000,

Carmichael Resigns

WLV Executive Post

CINCINNATI, March 21.—Cccll XK,
Carmichael late Monday (168) submitted
his resignation as assistant to James D.
Shouse, vice~president in charge of
broadeasting of the Crosley Corporation,
operator of Stations WLW-WSAI, effec-
tive Immediately. Under Carmichael,
WLW’s publicity department twice won
The Billboard annual award for the
most effective atation service In the na-
tion. Other honors awarded departments
uncer Carmichacl’s office included the
snnual Peabody Award for community
gervice.

Carmlichael came here four years ago
as promotion manager of WKRC, but
left late In 1939 to become publicity
head of WLW-WSAI His duties were
later expanded to include director of
special, events activities and all remote-
control broaceasts. He was later ap-
polnted assistunt to Shouse. Crrmichael
went into radio as publicity director of
WBT, Charlotte, N.C.

NBC Red Discusses

Option Time Issue

CINCINNATI, March 21.—The NBC Red
Network Advisory Committcee of the Sce-
ond District, meeting here with network
officials, discussed the possibility of un
adverse decision by the Federal Court on
the issue of *“option time” yesterday.

NBC's William S. Hedges explained to
station managers that the Federal Court’s
finding the FCC rules operetive would
wffect affillated stntlons as much as the
affilintes thoansclves determined,

C. L. Menser, NBC progrum director,
stid he planncd a sort of “farm system’
for swapping the most promislng per=-
sonnel between the networks and sta-
tions, so that hoth operations people and
talent would wind up on the network
Instend of being lust to other networks

Statlong’ managers said they did not
favor late night dance band remotes,
claiming there had been an increased de-
mand for “good” progroms lute at night.
Robhert Dunville, of WLW, chairman of
the meoting, suggested that the jitterbug
market provided by llsteners to band re.
motes was not good for sales and that
there ‘wns a better purchasing audience
for latc-hour varlety shows.

WMIN Wants Change

MINNEAPOLIS., March 21.—A requesh
by Station WMIN for perinission to
change ,its frequency from 1,400 kllo-
cycles to 630 hus heen protested by tho
Towa State College at Ames, Ta., which
has intervened in the application. Floyd
Philbrock, assistant Iowa attorney-gen-
eral, gald WOI, state collage station at
Ames, operates on o 640 kilocyele wave
band and that its engineers econtend
granting of a 630 hand to WMIN would
interfere with reception {rom WOI,

Shreveport Men Want KTHS

SHREVEPORT, La., March 21.—~Three
locnl business men have filed an offer of
8177650 for Statlon KTHS, Hotl 3prings.
subject to approval of the FFCC and Hot
Spasg’ Chamber of Commerce, which oper-
ates the statlon. Incliuded in the local
group are George P. Wray, P. E. Furlow
and Allen D. Morris, all auto dealers
here.

ATFRA Has WAIT Announcers

CHICAGO, March 21.—American PPod-
eration of Radlo Artists here organized
the nine stafll announcers of Station
WAIT (formerly WCBD), last week, and
s starting negotintions with Generul
Manapger Gene Dyer for a closed shop.

Rambeau Rep for WNAB

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., March 21.—XKen-
neth Thomas, coinmercial manager of

WNAB, has appointed William G. Ram-
beau as national rep.
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‘Getting a News Punch Into a Long=-Run Network Show’
By P. WESLEY COMBS JR.

(Vice-President, William Esty Advertising Agency!

ODAY it i1s natural for an advertiser

to usk, “Have I a radio show which

was highly acceptable a {ew months
ago, but which is hcecomning less and less
appealing cite to changes brought about
by wuartimes?”

Ho knows that Industries such as auto-
motive, refrigerator and radio arc going
out of the consumer goods [icld and into
woar work, their people going into new
jobs in thosec industrics or, in some
enses, Into other Industrles. The ad-
vertiser realizes that many others are
going into the armcd services and that
more will go. He knows, too, that towns
in Russin or Sumatra, unknown a short
time ago, are now commnon names in
American houscholid conversations. Peo-
Ple's lives wre changing. Thelr thinking
is changing. And thelr reactions to
radio enlertainment are changing, too.

In meeting this problem our quiz
show, Double or Nothing, broadcast over
g 100-odd Mutua} neiwork stations for
Ieen-a-Mint, decided ¢o utillze cvery
factor connccted with the production—
sponsor, advertising agency, notwork and
talent, We orgenized weekly Monday
meetings composed of representatives of
cnch unit of ouwr program. We think
we have made these meetings produce
results.

But meetings of thls sort cannot pos-
sibly produce results if they are thwarted
by: (1) “yes” men, (2) tempcramental
prima donnas perpetually worrled abhout
top hbilling, (3) red tupe or castc for-
mality, (4) agency mwen or cllents who
patiently lsten to their guests, bui have
made up their minds long hefore the
meotings began.

Waea Seek Suggestions

We feel wc have slde-stepped these
cvils so common. 4o radio and for which
the blame can be divided among the net.-
work, agency and performer. We havo
immprovecl our show because ull of us are
making suggestions frankly, candidly,
without fear of upsetting some over-
senslitive executive. All have worked to-
gether as & team.

A year ago Double or Nothing was 8
successful network quiz show, doing
right well with the Hoopers und Cross-
leys, and selling the product. But
obviously conditions In thls country and
the temper, mood and interests of the
public are now different. And we not
only wanted to keep pace with the
times, we naturally wanted to improve
what was alveady a successful show.

Competitlon ls decidedly beavy in the
qiils field. We had been holding meccet-
ings right along. Sure, ecveryone does.
But the attendance was limlited to our
own executives and ropresentatives of
the client. We opened the door and let
somc fresh ldeas come in, ideas which
not only assisted in keeping the show
in tune with the thnes, but which at
the same thme gnve the show a hetter
pattern, a more clearly defined purpose
and more vital publicity pegs—good ldeas
from men from the network and fromy
the artists on- Double or Nothiag, All
this happened in the late fall of tho
1841 season, about 652 wecks after our
premlere. '

Harry Holcombe, producer of the show,
was made chalrman. Working with him,
we collected a team that represented
many dlfferent sources of information
and types of thinking. For instance,
Lester Gottlieb, head of publicity for
Mutual, brings to the meetings the
reactions of radio editors both to our
show and our competitors’. From the
clippings he nccumulates we watched the
reactions to tho various steps taken in
programing the show. Then, too, boing
close to live news sources, he Is able
to keep us posted on forthcoming cvents
that mlight fit into our production.

Making a Quix Click
One of the functions which make &
quiy show click is the glving of informa-
tlon. Another is the matching of your
knowledge with that revealed by some
contestant on Double or Nothing. If

you have some dnterest n the contestant
it makes it still more {un. Out of these
meetings came the thought that people’s
horlzons were widening and that wo
should bring to the alr not only people
from this country and information
about this country, but also informa-
tion and contestants from our «allles, the
United Nations. We tried it out [first
with a salute to Great Britain and waited
for press and listener reaction. Gottlieb's
analysis of the radio editors’ opinions
and summary of stalion manasgers' re-
actlons to this flrst show convinced .us
that this type of news potion should be
continucd. To date we have saluted
Great Britain, New Zeunland, Australia,
China, Holland, our navy, army, Coast
Guard and Marine Corps, and plan
simtiar tributes to Lailn American na-
tions, Canacla, Russia, etc,

Walter Compton, origiuator of Doudle
or Nolhing and the show's emsee, also
attends the¢e meetings. From Washington,
where he is officlal MBS White House
announcer and a prominent newscaster
on WOL, he brings us a plcture of con-
aitlons in our wartime caplital. He has
pesn responsible for securing for us
prominent officlals of otr own govern-
aent and .our allles. They not only make
interesting contestants, but they bring
to our audience dresh, authoritatlve in-
formation on subjects which are of
current and vital Interest. Too, thelr
appearances ottt  the programs have
brought us additional publicity and a
new-tapped audience not ordinarlly
found listening to quiz shows,

Frank Foros$, show's tenor soloist, se-
lects music that -weaves intor the gen-
eral program format. He docsn’t sing a
song just because It’'s listed on the Hif
Parade or because he's a friend of the
composer. He dlgs for numbers that
can bhe assoclated with the particular
international or national tribute we are
paying. On our salute to Australla he
introduced the No. 1 hit song of that
continent, Waltzing Matilda,

Political Salutes Effective

In our salutc to the Netherlands he
sang their national anthem in their na-
tive tongue. He also sang My Sisicr and
I and gnwe our audience the extremcly
interesting story about the background
of the invasion of Holland which led
to the writing of the song. His materinl
produced the thcme and purpose of
ihat week's show. This is another demon-
stration of how these meotings produce
results over and abave a man's effort
on hls particular phase of a broadcast.

Zuc Freedman, Broadway press agent
who p. a.'s for Forest and Compton, is
a vast storehouse of Information on
show business trends and the proper
spotting of our stage and scrcen guests.

Brusiloff., our orchestra deader, and
.Alols Havrilla, our announcer, both had
made many Important contributions far
removed Irom their respective (flelds,
Both have had ycars of successful ex-
perlence in the business and both have
many contacts with other activitles.

Ev Travls, the account executive, Hol-
combe and myself represcnt the client
and are responsible for policy decislona.
In this way we eliminate delay, and an
immediate “yes” or "no"” on some sug-
gestion is made on the spot. But our
chlef function in these meectings is to
listen and learn. And we do. We have
found that glving these other men an
opportunity to tell us something about
show busincss has made our program
showmanly. We even use the master plan
of show busincss by arranging our pro-
gram like a top-flight vaude bill, We
pace the contestants In this manner,
watching all the time for the strategic
“next-to-closing” spot. The sorely missed
Palace Theater forimitla 18 followed—only
It’s streamlincd.

Pawcett Publleations tendered us a
plaque several weeks ago in rccognlilon
of our salutes to the United Nations.
Our program ratings are climbing.

WESLEY COMBS JR., vice-presi.

e dent of Wllllam Esty & Com-
pany, is one of the original executives
who, with BIlll Esty, started the
agency some 10 years ago.

Combs was formerly manager of
advertising and sales promeotion for
Gencral Motors Corporation, manager
of advertlsing for Oakland-Pontiac
Motor Car Compuny. wmarketing ex-
ecutive of thc Blackman Company
(now Compton agency)., a feature
writer on The Herald-Tribune, assist-
ant city editor of The Journal of
Cammerce, financial editor on The
Chicayo Evening Post ‘and a reporter
on that paper.

“In other words,” says Combs, *“as
some of my old associates say, ‘A
newspaperman who went wrong.'”

In Changing Times

5o it is our feeling thut la times like
these—rapidly changing conditions with
fluctuating values—there is in the aver.
age radio show a great untapped source
of creative ebility, Information and ideas
avallable If the advertising agency com-
neeted with thle program seeks them out.
Give your-network (or station) and tal-
ent an opportunity to be partners in

P. Wesley Combs Jr.

fore the final decisions are mede.

‘better

planning and developing your show be-

In our case we have found it highly
advantageous. Not only does it result in
work in ecach individual's own
field, but also in a better over-all show.

ADVERTISERS

(Continued from page 7)

They are Milion S8amuels, publicity; Carl
Lorenz, engineer; Nadinc Amox, secre-
tury; Clete Roberts, special events; Noll
Cleary, publicity; Dresser Dahlstead,
chief announcer; Ralph Denechaud, chief
ongineer; Abbott Tessmali, announcer;
David Drummond, writer-director; Dor-
othy Brown, continuity writer; Leo Ty-
son, program dircctor; Paul Gates, night
program director; Clff Anderson, pro-
gram traffic maneger; Sldney Dorals,
auditor; Tracy Moore, sales wmanager,;
John Kennedy, announcer; Nocl Corbett,
publicity; Robert Moss; Myron Duttoln;
Willtam Williams, Florence Clavere, traf-
ole; John Wagner, auditing: Russell Hud-
son, program traflic; Paul Masterson,
Henry Weaver, Victor Perrin, announcers;
Myron Elges, sales, and Marjorle Wright,
procduction.

den, N. J. . .

KYW gencral manager,

and & tour of thec studios. . .

ferty, assistant Lo

WCAU,

. ° . recovery. . .

PHILADELPHIA:

AYMOND GRAM SWING, Miutual's
news commontator, comes here May 6
to receive tlie Award of Merit proscnted
by the Poor Richard Club, representing
advertising agency gentry. . . . Wayne
Cody, WIP's Uncle Wip, handling Talent

rcad at every statlon break. . .

press agent.

e L L L T L L L b L L b P el i bt

WATCH for the
FIFTH ANNUAL

RADIO PUBLICITY AXD
EXPLOITATION SURVEY

156 Radio Editors will name the best network and advertising agency
press departments and the best press agent in radio publicity,

7y

In subsequent issues, the Awards Committee will name exploitation
leaders in network, advertising agency, clear channel, regional and local
station divisions, and the best press agent in radio exploitation.

Awards Committee:

ALTON COOK, radio edifor, New York World-Telegram
BEN GROSS, radio edifor, New York Daily News

JO RANSON, radio edifor, Brooklyn Daily Eagle
BOB STEPHENS, radio editor, New York Post

E. E. SUGARMAN,
PAUL DENIS,
EUGENE BURR,

PAUL ACKERMAN, of The
Billboard Editorial Staff

e i e i L & e L Ll s e L L s
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Scout Nights at the Tower Theater, Came.
. Paul Christian, former
account exec with scveral ad agencies
here, hag opened his own local public
relations office. . . . Lit Brothers' Depart-
ment Store rounded up its 3,000 em-
ployees for a run-ofl' in condenscd form
of the 18 air shows sponsored weekly
over WFIL to impross how radio mer-
chandises the store. . , . Leslle W. Joy,
holding open
house Thursday evenlngs and Sunday
afternoons for the boys in uniform, pro-
viding cholce seats for the visual shows
. Herb
Dubrow forsakes his locil nitery career
as a planist to join the announcing stafl
of WBAB, Atlantic City. . . . Ruth Lnf-
the president =at
granted indefinlte leave of ab-
sence to rocovor fromn au nervous break-
down, and heuads for California for the
. New program edict atb
WDAS requires an announcement for the
U. 8. Treasury, army, navy or marines be
. Edward
Wallis, WIP press agent, has taken over
the Junto (adult schooly cluss on radio.

. « o Shirley Mayer lcaves Philip Kleln
Advertising Agency to become WPEN
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Radio Talent
728(0 Zfoi’z By JERRY LESSER

ERE are two musts: (1) You nwust

buy a copy and rond thoroly thab
splendicd little boolk sold by thce Amer-
ican Theater Wing entitled America Goes
to War. By the sale of this book, 50 cents
apiece, they hope to ralse $100,000 for
canteens. (2) Daonate old clothing or
anything that can be solcd to the Actors’
hritt Shap at 164 W. 4Bth Street. A
phone call will send & truck scurrylng
to pick It up. .

* L

IRADIO Productions are about ready

to go with their first adventure
geries. BILL QREY Is handling produc-
tion, . . . ELLIQYT (TED) REED, une of
radio's topnotch younger actors, has
joinedt the Broadway show, My Sisier
Etleen. ... BOB ALLEN, formerly of the
movies, is in New York looking around.
He is being sought by MOLLY STEIN-
BERG for a role in All the Comjorts of
Home. . . ., ELIZABETH BUTHERLAND,
Tecently feaiured in the Mystery Man
series, starts rehenrsals for thie Broadway
show, Aulumn Hill, . .. DONALD MOR-~
RISON and LUIS VAN ROOTEN are the
only radio actors working regularly in
Spanish as well as English. Don is now
engaged on the Spanish version of This
Is War for Soulh Ameriean broadcasts.

. * ¢

g AST weck's production of Grand Cen-

tral Station was the best of the
serics to dote, and it proved thut so-
called names are not necessary for o
good show—jusl gnod actors. That par-
ticular cast included MYRON MeCOR-
MICK, PARKER FENNELLY, FRANCES
CHENEY and BILL JOHNSTONE. ., . .
know that MILO BOULTON
took himself a bride, formeMy KAY
RYKE, a nonprofessional?, . . MITZI
GOULD has a nhew tadio show, Down
Mexico Way. Others In the cast aro
LUIS VAN ROOTEN, DICK KOLLMAR
and DON MORRISON. S8how is producec
on NBC by TED CORDAY. Hc may be-
come one of the best of the Good Neigh-
bor attempts. . . . LARRY ELLIOTT, al-

elu'cago

JEAN BROWNE, former
«J vocalist, joined WBBM as a sustaine-
ing feature. .. . MEL GALLIART, BETTY
LOU 8S8MITH and JONATHAN HOLE have
heen named chalrmen of the War Relief,
Red Cross and entertainment commit-
teeg, respectively, sot up by the Amer-
ican Pederation of Radio Arilsts here.
. « . LOU TERKEL started a new show on
WAIT, Interpreting the news from the
angle of the “little man,” ., . S8COTTY
TOWNSEND enlisted in the navy. . . .
CAESAR PENTRILLO, CBS orchesira
conductor here, returns from hils vaca-
tion at Pletwr'e Rocks Lodge, Cortaro,
Arizona, this weck. . . . JACK McCOR-
MACK Is the acting newscaster on
JOHN HARRINGTON’S show on WBBM,
the latter pinch hitting for PAT FLAN-
AGAN on Sports Review. , .. Radio thos-
plans cantinue to be actlve in llttle thea-
ter clrcles, LES MITCHELL, WBBM pro-
cducer, is directing the next production of
the Chlcago Repertory Group. ARTHUR
PETERSON of Guiding Light, BETTY
LEAKE of Ma Perkins and BERNICE
SILVERMAN of Romance of Helen Trent
have roles in the current Actors’ Com-

Tecdd Weoms

nouncer on the FRED ALLEN program,
celebrated his 16th wedding anniversary
lagt Suncday by taking his wife and
children to the TFRED ALLEN show.
Elliott had promised to tako them to o
show before he reallzed that the anni-
verasary would fall on the firat Sunday
afier the change in time on the Allen
show. . . . TOM TULLY, character actor,
appesred as a can-can glrl at the Lambsg’
Gambol, whichh was collied by OLSEN
and JOHNSON, ... LOUISE WILCHER,
CBS organist, and HOMER RODE-
HEVER, the Gospel singer, will partici-
pitte in the Easter Suurise Service at
Miami Bowl! for the sixth consecutlve
year. . . . SKIPPY HOMEIER, 11-year-
old actor, crime off secand haest in an en-
counter with a cdog Friday the 13th,
Bite was not serious and Skippy's buck
on the joh. . . . Did you know thut
MILDRED LINN, actress and commenta-
tor, holds a record of some kind with
her 175 words per minute which she does
with tho greatest of ease?

ELEN MENKEN, star of Second Hus~

band, is devoting eight hours a day
to the American Theater Wing as head
of the radio division, . , , One of the
latest members of the motion picture
craft to fall for radio is ROLFE SEDAN.,
Has alreacly appearved on Manhatian at
AMidnight, Grand Central Station, Ellery
@Gitecn, Columbia Worksivop and Big Sige-
ter. This week he starts on Tom Wins-
low, . ., PHYLLIS JANE CREORE, ac-
tress henrd on Columbla's Scirool of the
Air, is working on a series of records for
children, entitled Hisfory Speaks. for the
Columbia Recovcding Corp. Phyllls plays
all the wamen in the series, from Betsy
Rors 10 Queen Tsubelle, . . . IRENE
WINSTON. scriously i1l for slx weeks, is
back 1n the Valient Lady series in her
role as JOAN BLAINEK'S best friend. . . .
Look for WYNN ORR to take ovor the
production assignment on Vallant Lady
wlhen It moves fromi NBC to CBS.

By SAM HONIGBERG

pany of Chicago show, Love &rom @

Stmnqcr.
* * »

J OUISE PFPITCH added to the cast of

RBackstage Wife. . . . JACK L. F1TZ-
PATRICK, the new assistant sportseaster
at WJJD, will work with Pat Flanagan
on the play-by-play descriptions of all
Chicago Cubs and White Sox home
games this season. ., . SPENCER ALLEN,
WGN announcer, left Saturday (21) to
joln the U, 8. armed foreces. He {s come-
missioned as a llcutenant in-the Signal
Corps. . . . The now “house organ® pro-
gram, This Is WGN, which started Mon-
day (23), will introduce stafl personnll-
ties pnd giva listeners a better knowledge
of the statlon's programs. Tt will be
heard Manday thru Friday at 2:30 p.n,,
and among the flrst payrollers to be In-
terviewed nclude HENRY WEBER, CON-
STANCE CROWDER, EDNA O'DELL,
PIERRE ANDRE and HENRY HOOPLE,
. « » CLIFTON UTLEY is back in town
after n Key West (Fla,) vacatlon. . . .
BETTY LOU SMITH and BERNICE SIL-
VERMAN arc thc latest acditions on
Romance of Helen Trent,

‘ H oll\lwaob By SAM ABBOTT

ILLIAN RANDOLPH, on The Greot
Gilderslecre program, recently come
pleted a singing role in Paramount's T'he
Glass Key. . . . THE KING'S MEN, NBC

harmony singers, have established theilr
own music publishing firm to issue o
series of program folios for school sing-
ing groups. . . . Between lecture tours
and conferences regarding his NBC pro-
gram sponsored by Signal Oll Company,
Upton Close has been reading final
proofs on a textbook. Ladder of Historu,
to be published by MacMillan Company
for use in junior high &chools, . . . JERRY
HAUSNER, who has appeared on PRig
Town over CBS for. years, has a featured
role in Steve Wilson, Air Raid Warden,
an original written by producer Crane

Wilbur. . . . DONALD NOVIS, three thnes

winner on Mary Astor's Hollywood Show-
case, has bheen signed for the Biltmore
Bowl in Los Angeles. . . . RANDY BLAKE,
who emseed Homefolks Jamboree over
KNX hetween 6 and 6 am. for the past
several months, left Hollywood recently
for WHAS. He expects to return to the
West Coast next fall when the Jambores
returns to KNX, , ., ., LLOIS COLLIER, of
the Denr John serial, has just completed
Westward, Ifo at Republic Studios. . . .
A new vocal quintet, just added to the
Burns and Allen show, 18 a combination
of the Three Cheers, a male trio which
started in radlo as a unit of the orig-
inal Al Pearce Gang, and two members
of the Music Malds, a feminine vocal
group heard wth Bing Crosby. . . .

|
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EWT Unless Othorwise Indicated

“Money in the Bank”

Reviewed Tuesday, 9:45-10 p.m.
Style—Cash giveaway and news, Spon-
sor—Sun-Ray Drug Company, Philadel-
phia. Agency—Harry Feigenbaum, Phil-
adelphia. Station—W!IP {Philadelphia) .

It would secem thabt the well has run
dry In devising ingeunious ways Lo pay
the listeners a cash honus merely for
listening. But this stanra rings a new
note In the telephoniec approach,

In essence, serics Is & combination of
news ltems and the standard gtive-away.
Even without the honus, it's stilt a com-
mendable program ldea. News, as dished
out by John Faceuda In most cheery
voice and manner, ls confined to the
“good news” that comes over the tele-
type machine. Items all from the far.
flung war front, buy it's a welcome cs-
cape from trealism in singling ocut only
the happy tldings ol the day,

An cextra-special “good news” ltem s
showcased as a “hell-ringer.”” Ringing
of the bell is the cue Tor assistant Lee
Vines to pull a number out of the box.
Dialer called can identity show and thc
particular news item designated as the
“hell-ringer,” he hits the jack pot.
Started with 825, cach “bell-ringer”
meany $5, the money pyramiding. If
the call Is completed but the other end
of the phone {ails in the acld test, efforg
of answering the phone brings $1 glft
order redeemable af the Sun-Ray drug-
stores, widespread thruout the city and
heyond,

Restricted use of commercials, single
healthy commerclal halfway In_the show
plugging Da-Blex vitumin pills sold 1n
the stores,

Show was cooked up by the agency
handling the account, and s skedded for
a nightly ride. Faconda and Vines,
handling the show, are stafl announccrs,
and both turn in excellent jobs.

Maurie Orodenker.

“The Singing Master”

Reviewed Monday, 7-7:30 p.m. Sg'lc
—Singing lessons, Sponsor—Strawbridge
& Clothier Department Store, Philadel-
phia. Agency—Placed direct. Station—
WFIL (Philadelphial.

Strawbridge & Clothicr becomes the
second department store here to sponsor
regular progarms. Lit Brothers has 18
shots each week on the same stutblon,
This show, coming on once a wecek, I8
dedlcated to the proposition that tt's
“fun to sing.”

QOlyde Dengler, locnl tonsil tulor, is the
Singing Mastor., Sories offers Instruction,
with lessons f{liustrated by tenor Harry
Danner, soprano Polly Waters, alio Ve-
ronica 8welgert and the Sterling Quar-
tet. Studio audlence serves as the stu-
dents, and the dialers at home are in-
vited to chime In on the exerclses and
community sings,

Opening &tanza caught had tercher
Mustrating the three major Aiffercnces
between singing and speaking. Vocalist
emphasizes cach, of the dlfferences—that
of higher pitch, range and sustnining the
vowels. Last named called for bringing
students up to the mike, with &5 offered
to the one who could sustaln a note the
longest. Stanza opens and shuts with 2
community slng.

Announcer Al Stevens rings in three
neatly spotted and tastefully worded
commercials, one plugging a fashion
show In connection with a millinery sale,
the second hallylng author guest stars In
the store’s book shop, and the third de-
voted to the sales counter peddling Dee-
foense Stamps and Bonds.

A spirlt of informality pervades thruout
the half hour: it's designed to stimulate
interest in singing, and that it does.

Originates in the WFIL studios, but
after four weeks moves to the depart-
ment store’s dining room.

Maurie Orodenker.

“The Guiding Light”
1:30-1:45 p.m.

Sponsor—GCeneral

Station—WMAQ

Reviewed Tuesday,
Style—Serial drama.

Mills  (Wheaties).
(Chicago, NBC).

Trna Phillips' spiritual drama, which
lett the air late last year, treturned
Marcl: 17 as the second quarter-hour
segment of General Mllls' Gold Medal
Hour, taking up NBC's 1 to 2 afternoon

hour, Mondays thru Fridays, In tho
inttinl ehapter the leacding characters of
the small town, Five Polnts, arc reintro-
ducecd as the community’s minister, Dr.
John TRuthledge, delivers hils sermom.
The theme hag heen imodernized, ancl
war angles crop up here and there. Even
Dr. Ruthledge now pleads for victory and
sceurity.

The melling pot angle is retalucd, with
characters of several natlonalities oecu-
pying prominent positions in the script.
1t is a show for wamen, and the spon-
sor ohviously is anxious to reach thao
fem trade only to sell them on the idea
of buying Wheaties. Aunouncer Louls
Roen's opening and closing canunerclals
2{8 admirably brief and strikingly eflec-

ve.

The cast is topped by Arlhur Peter-
son, who acts the role of Dr. Ruthledge

aguin, Others handling leads include Mar-

vin Mueller, Glacdys Heen, Reese Tayvlor,
Eloise Kuinmer, Beverly Ruby, Ruth Bal-
ley, Mignon Schretber, Seymour Young,
BSarnjane Wells and Ed Prentlsy, ‘Their
work was good., Guilbert Gibhons' deft
direction of the ilrst show [amiliarized
the listeners with this old-timer in o
brief and dlrect fushlon.
Sam Nonigberg.

2

Comment

This column is devoled (o brigf
revicws of programs which have beecn
on the air for some time, as well as -}
shows which., already reviewed, rate
jurther meniion, BRasis is that a one-
time program revicw is inndequate
jor a production that veries each
time {f {s presented.

3

Andra Kostelanetz and his orchestra
ancl Albert Spaulding, violinist, wre sLill
a terrific musical combination Sundoay
alternoons at 4:30 over WEAF and tho
NBC Red—but when cerught (15) thoe
igucst sololst lot down the program pretiy
badly. Guest In guestion was Nadine
Connor, soprnno, who did chicfly oper-
etia melodies, Including One Kiss and a
Btrauss waltz. Her upper register was
striined, she had trouhble hitting her top
notes and she unlenshed o trewnolo thab
wavered wildly. But—aiu here's the odd
prirt—her lower reglster wans beautiful,
rich, clear aund finely handled. On the
basis of the show caught, it seemms ovi-
dent that Miss Connor ls a potentially
fine mezzo who s straining lhersell hy
trylng to go out of her clasy, a silly pro-
cecdure that not only brings acute dis-
comfort to listeners but also robs us of
8 mezzo who sounds as tho she wmight
have a really beaustiful voice. Kostelnnetz
anad his crew play typlcally terrific nc-
companiment, which makes Miss Con-
nor's failure all the more acute. On its
own, the band plays its usual intricate
arrangemeants, which might be uccused
of going overboard if it wercn't for the
outstandingly fine treatment they re-
ceive, Spaulding is, of course, n mng-
nificent technicien, and, tho stlll cold,in
interpretation, he displays s warmth and
depth of feeling that he didn't have 10
or 15 years ago. Burr,

RAMONA, who has heen on varlous
shows on WOR, New York, the past

couple of yecars, Is rounding out a yeay

with the Tune Twisters. Thelr sponsor
since last fall has been R & H Beer, and
they have been doing a nice joh. Ramona
does the commercial spleling without
boring or offending, and slngs a fow songs
in clear, pleasant volce to her own piano
accompaniment. Her style Is informal
and chatty, and she alternates her songs
with a few sung by the Tune Twisters,
three boys, whose harmonizing 1s okay.
Thelr show 18 one of six major station-
butlt shows that WOR has bcen able to
sell lately. Denis,

ESTABLISHED 1888
PRESS CLIPPING BUREAY, {mc.

World-Telegram Bullding
126 Baroley 8t., New York, N. V.
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The Stage Act

Common-Sense Advice on How a

Legit Actor Can

Get Into Radio:

Contacts, Auditions, First Job
By ALAN BROCK

OW do you get into radio? How long
does it take? What Is the easiest
way? Thoe casiest way Is the obvious

way—whom do you know? This system
has always worked bofore; why not in
radio? Introductions to the office boy,
script writer or producer ... they can get
you to the right guy. After you've had a
talk with the director (or casting dl-
rector) follow his suggestions regard-
ing his individual method of casting.
Be prompt in your calls and in sending
necessary data, When you’ve exhausted
personal Introductions write to the ad
agencies and be surve you have the cor-
rect spelling of their names. State bricfly
your experience, the type of roles you've
been playing. In mast cases the legit
actor can go right on playing the same
type in radlo. Tlhie outstanding way and,
of course, the sure-flre way to crash thils
game is to be taken directly from a
Broadway stage play. This has been
happening more and more as radio di-
rectors are gradually learning the value
o1 theatrical tralning.

With Broadway casting at 1ts lowest
point In many years and most of it be-
ing dong behind sealed doors, the stage
actor of 1942 has to step llvely to be
on friendly terms with his landlord.
Gone is the assurance af “s0 many weeks
a year.” The actor today must have a
slde line to enable him to continue in
his profession. If he has the good scnse
e will go Into radio. Senson after sea-
son this new fleld has saved the day for
many legit performers., There are those,
of course, who went Into the profession
years a’go and today are top-notch
names, but, strange as It may seem, there
are still countless Broadway players who
have yet to make their first radio ap-
pearance. Impossible? Not at all!

The constantly dwlndling number of
pluys produced annually has made the
invisible drama the logical huaven for
the discouraged actor. And a goodd thing,
too! Not only for the individual actor

but for radio as well.

" Breaking into radio is not an easy
business, but by no means impossible,
Bveryone can cite cases of those who
were down anad out a short time ago and
are now in the dough, thanks to soap
operas,

Stick to a Plan

After you've had your initlal appoint-
ments plan a schedule and stick to it.
Set aslde two days a week, mornings or
aftermoons. Continue your letter writing
because, first, only n small portion of
the original batch you send out will be
answered, and second, radio personnel
changes almost as frequently as actors.
Naturally this calls for n constant
look-out.

Thke the entire routine in your stride;
don't woirry about this or that role un-
necessarily, and above all don't try to
think up ways and means. After all,
there are well-meanling directors, too.
Some are a little harder on the surface,
that's all. Eventually, you or your let-
ter will find the right guy.

A week has gone by and no answer to
your second batch of letters. Well, what
about the telcphone? If after one or two
calls youw've still in the dark, write agaln,
but avoid being routine. A resourceful
person can always find a way of paylng
things just a bit differently. Being your-
self is an asset. If any of the mysterlous
gonts you've been shadowlng suddenly
loom up before you in a bhroadcasting
station, crossing streets or rushing from

clevators, don't make a nosedive Tor them.
It will only endanger your opportiunities.
If he doesn't answer mail or phone calls
he must have his reasons. Too swamped
with work, meaus to do it every day anc
forgets, or else just isn’'t Interested,

J.et’s assume you've been storming the
gates for over a month now and no luck,
Don’t lose faith, Send out penny postals
to the same men, Lct them know you
mean bustness, Little by little your
name will become familiar to them. Fol-
low this procedure every two weeks or
80. Many actors in racio make a point
of sending out elaborate cards, dlotiers,
pictures or trick reminders. Okay If you
can afford it, hut not renlly necessary.
If your individuality or talent doecs not
bring you to mind a trick reminder
won't help.

Handling the Audition

Now come the auditions! Are they
necessary? Do they really help? Who
knows? In most ¢ases general auditions
are hcld as good-will gestures to satisfy
the clamor of hundreds of asplrants or
someone’s aunt, uncle or friend. Busy
directors do not have time to llsten when
auditions arg heard every flve minutes,
danys without cnd. Naturally an oe-
casional mewcomelr or even a seasgned
trouper will click on one of these maess
hearings. A more careful test for the
directors and other cxecutives follows,
but this is not the rule. Results are often
filed and forgotten. This is not entlrely
the fault of the broadcasting company.
Most aspirants lack professional train-
ing of any sort and, worse, there are
misguided individuals who have nothing
whatever to offer the acting profession.

It is wiser for the actor to selecl his
own audition materlal, Select that which
will display your natural radio possi-
bilities, Also include one or two accents
or dialects, The main point is to be
honest with yourself. Don't have fancy
ideas about your talents, It is just as
Important to know what you cannot do
ag what you can do. Actors, known and
unknown, sometimes hire voicec coaches
to help them thru first auditions, Out-

side criticism 1s always beneficlal and .

an experienced teacher should be able
to point out errors and give helpful

-hints here and there. However, you can

always rely upon the verdlet from the
control room-—they pull no punches
there.

The mike has a way of frightening
people. Stars have actually quakcd when
facing {t. Naturally there are those
whom the mike does not affect at all,
Being so easlly affected, however, should
not lessen the value of a performance.
In most cases the mike intensifies the
emotions. A broadcast is oftenr sadder
and less entertalning because a per-
former is so tried and true that noth-
ing, no program, no part “gets” him.
The result might bhe termed capable
but not always exciting.

Social Touch Important

The social touch is important to a
radlo actor. A great deal of employment
is set over a tea ‘cup or at a neighboring
bar. There’s nothing wrong in this pro-
cedure if you can get away with 1t.
But remember, . should you meet the
powers-that-be at a cocktall party, be
careful. Don't drop such pearls as, “Oh,
Mr. Smith, what about that part?”
Should you invite Mr. Smith to cocktails
or lunch with business in mind, tell
him what’s on your mind right from the
start. Don’t let him think it s a social

I in

Alan Brock

invitation when you mean to surprise
him with, “By the way, Mr. Smith, I
heur you are geiting ready to cast such
and such a seript!”

Kecep ‘in touch with those directors
who know your work or who show any
interest. Should you be cast in a
Broadway production or do a speclal
performance or radio cngagement, let
them know. You can never tell when
ane of them might have heard or seen
you. Or had a change of lheart. About
once 2 month drop In to see thosc you
know and those you'd like to know, If
you cannot sec anyone leave o note or
your name. Afler a time Lhey're bound
to break down.

The blgger ngencies employ thelr own
casting directors. Again introductions
by mutual friends are the best means
to get In, altho an Intelligent letter
will generally bring the same results.
As before, the audition problom will
present {itself unless the actor is well
known or {n demand. The procedure in-
volves a general audition and then
competitive ones as various roles present
themselves, Fortunately, in only one or
two instances arve these casting directors
indiffcrent to new names. If properly
presented the stage actor should begin
to meet with recognitlon in rudio after
silx months or so of hard plugging.
Sometimes sooner. If a casting director
offers you no encouragement whatever,
don’t let it get you. You can't please
everyone. The biggest stars have been
treated the same way at one time or
another.

Your First Radio Job

Regardless of how small or how big
your first radlo job may be, give it all
you've got. Listen to the director's con-
cepl. Add your own ideas. If you're
doubt about something ask him. Better
still, {f you can, get the script in ad-
vance; familiarize yourself with but
don't memorize the part. One job leads
to another, When you've appeared In a
few programs try to find your particular
niche—dlalects, choracters or romantic
leads., Speciallze in that particular field
but without neglecting your other chare
acterizations.

Do everything that has to do with
radio, Including recordings. They are an
important branch of the business, After
you‘'ve worked In some of them be sure
to listen to them when they are broad-
cast. It 1s the best way to learn how
you come acrass, Should you be cast in
a certain dialect or accent role, there
are several muslie shops in the city where
you can reutb records covering these dia-
leets. Study them and then make your
own recording of the clalect.

An outstanding reason for the dif-
ficulty in hreaking inte this game Is
that muany directors use the same players
over and over, leaving practically no
room for newoomers., They call this a
stock company of the air. It’s swoll for
the people. who make up the company
and perhaps less work for the director,

[ 4
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ALAN BROCK, born in Chlcrgo
and long a resident of Hastings-on-
Hudson, N. Y., has been an actor
since he was 16, when he appeared
with Helen Chandler and Allyn
Joslyn I The Moon Is @ Gong. Since
then he has appeared in Window
Panes, Four Walls, The Medicine
Man and Ghosts on the stage. He hasy
also worked in several Paramount
pictures, organized a stock company,
did two years as drama editor for
a TFrench newspaper; appeared in
many programs over WOR, WMCA
and other statlons in New York; put
five 'years Into theatrical agenting
and recently was business manager
for Neil Skinner at the Wharf Thea-
tor, Provincetown, Mass.

but the quality of the production often
declines,

The Stage-Radio Difference
Is there so much difference ‘between

the stage and radio?

The ability to move an audience, seen
or unseen, is largely dependent upon
the talent of the individual actor ox
actress. Cood acting 13 good acting no
matter where. The difference in pro-
jecting an emotion is a variation of
tachniquo In getting the feellng across
to the audience., In radio the cmotion
is confined to a single microphone; on
the stage it is necessarlly projected across
the footlights to an entire auditorinm.
After basic fundamentals are learned,
whether 1t Is stage, talking pictures or
radio, the truly talented actor can gen-
erally adjust himsclf. Radio tochnique
under most conditions Is vastly lmpor-
tant to the stage actor, as it improves
his spcech and offers new fields of
vocal versatllity. With It all, however,
this remains only half a cheracterization,
a voice without a body. The stagc adds
flesh and bload to thesec expert vocal
characterizations, while the radlo actor
gains from the stage a complete develop-
ment of the use of his bady as a neces-
sury part of complete acting. The physf-
cal side of his readings is Tully brought
to life with fceling and color. Thus, all
his microphone tralning is brought to a
climax. In the long run this makes him
more valuable to radio. It is a very sime
ple matter for one medium to help the
other. The stage and radlo are no longer
distant relatives. They should be en-
couraged to stick together. The sooner
this is realized the better 1t will be for
both professlons.

Radio Writers

Organize in Chi

CHICAGO, March 21.—Rudio Writers'
Guild, a branch of the Authors’ League
of America (AFL), was organized hero.
Temporary officers were set up to handle
organization/ problems. Fred Kress 18
chairman, aided by an executive board
of 10 directors. A possible membership
of 100 scripters exists, as the drg is open
to all commercial and news writcrs as
well as script authors.

Pauline Hopkins, member of the exec
board, said that negotiations with agen-
cies and stations will begin after the
membership drive.

Crosley Buys Cincinnati
Elks’ Temple for Studios

CINCINNATI, March 21.—Beginning
May 1 Stations WLW-WSAI will do thelr
broadeasting from studios in Elks’ Tem-
ple, Ninth and Elm streets here, as the
result of an agreement by Cincinnatl
Lodge No. 5, BPOE, to sgell the property
to the Crosley Corporation for $220,000.
Represonting the Crosley firm were
James M. B8house, vice-president In
charge of broadcnsting, and Louls M.
Crosley, vice-president,

The four-story stone and brick struce
ture was built In 1923 at a cost of
$1,000,000. Room now used for the studios
at Crosley’s Arlington Street plant here
Is needed for manufacturing work on
government contracts. The top of tha
new quarters will house the major studlo
with a 1,000 seating capacity. Work on
revamping the bullding began this week,
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Out-of-Town
Opening

“My Dear Public”

(COLONIAL)
BOSTON

A wmusical comedy presented dy Ire
wing Caesar, with book by Caesar and
Charles Gottesfield. DMusic and Iyrics
by Caesar, Sam Lerner and Gerald Marks.
Duunces by Carl Randall. Settings by Al-
bert Johnson, Costumes by Lucinda
Ballard, Book directed by Joseph Pevney,
Cast includes Mitzi Green, John Buck-
master, Tamara, Joe Smith, Charles Dale,
Cora Witherspoon, the Martins, the
Revuers, Carl Malden, John Philliber,
Lionel Ince, Kitty Matlern, Rose Brown,
Henry Sherwood, Mignon Wright, Edith
Laumer, Olga Suuarez and others.

My Dear Public marks Irving Caesar's
bhow as a producer——hut it looks more
like a nod. It could, but for the absence
of the celluloid, he another 42nd Street
or Golddiggers. Except that it will never
inake the money they did.

The book is the story of a young
genlus who Is glven & chance to praoduce
his show. It is the story of a show writ-
ten by an amafeur and enacted by a
group of amateurs at.the expense of a
seasoned producer. Al times It secins
uite true to life.

The cast seems to have been chosen
for name value rather than for ¢apacity
for playing the types of roles assigned.
Mitzi Green struggles mightily, bhut
there is no opportunity for her to do the
things with which she has been ase
sociated——comedy and impersonations—
and consequently is out of place. Smith
and Dalc, of the old Avon Comedy Four,
are wasted, being handed weak material.
Tamara, a pleasing songstress allho
lacking In a middie reglster, is handed
slnging assignments that make her
sound squeaky., Cora Witherspoon hus
little to do bul stand around and give
off with a few inanc lines,

It was expected that, for his own
show, Irving Caesar would come up with
some top-flight tunes, but this is not so.
There are few good numbers. Rein on the
Sea secms to be the best bet, with
Our Privale Love Song and Feet on the
Sidewallc as possibilities. Another num-
ber, a little too much for pop consump-
tion, is Color Line, a propagands tune
for racial equality which 15 handled
very nicely by Ros¢e Brown.

John Buckmaster, as the genius, does
a nice even job thruout the evening, but
isn't given much time for the imper-
sonations for which he is known. There
is a fairly good laughing bit featuring
Kitty Mattern, which will probably get
her some renown. Aud the Martins are
on hand for some nlce vocalizing, while
the Revuers give with some ncal and
unusual voeal effects, Including a bur-
Iesque of a Shubert operetia which could
have been much funnier.

All in all, Caesar's new show is n dis-
appointiment. It needs drastic revision,
which it probably will get; but cven so
1t seems doubtiul for Broadway.

'Only show-siopping act 1z that of
Miriam LaVelle, a very neat acro dancer
who has o very flne routine that makes
the audience sit up and take notice.
Some ballet routines by Eric Victor and
Marc Platt are very well received.

Mike Kaplan.

Oops, Sorry!

NEW YORK. March 21. — Dudley
Digges, who was appointed by Equity
council as one of the council’a three
members of the nominating committee
to put up the regular slate for the Equity
election April 15, was disqualified 1ater
this week when council realized that
he is a vice-president who is himaself
due to come up for re-election. Matt
Briggs was named in his stead. Other
council appointees are Patricla Collinge
and Leon Amecs.

Other slx members of the nominating
committee wiil he elected at 4 member-
ship meeting March 27.

“Father” Phoenix Sellout

PHOENIX, Ariz., March 21.—~Lillian
Glsh and Louis Calhern, playing in Life
With Father at the Orpheum Theater
here the night of March 18, drew an
S. R. O. crowd. With ducats sclling
at from $1.12 to $2.80. taxes included,
A. G, Picket, Orpheum manager, reported
::e{%g?)eat in the house taken., Cupacity

-

BROADWAY RUNS

Performances to March 21 Inclusisa,
Dramatio Opened Per/f.

YRJDE
SERVICE

FEATURE
Hiibbard

Aungel Street (Goldon) we.—— Dee. fo.. 123
Arsenic and Old Lace (Ful-

ton) e e Jan. 10,41 499
Blitbe Spirit (Morosco) .. Nov, f_._ IDHS
Cnfe Crown (Corl) ccmamemw Jan, 23.a. 7
Guest in the House
Jason  (Hudeon) ceeccaaao Jan, 21_.. 70
dohnity 2x4 (laasgnere) oo Mar, 16... 8
Junior Misa (Lyceuwn)_.___ Nov, 18_.. 343
Kiss tor Cindorella, A (Music

BOX) cernccmrme—ece—— Mar, 10.... 16

Fife With Fathur {(¥anpire) - Nov,  5,°89 000
My Sister Rilesnh (Biltmore) Lice, 26,10 614
Spring Again (Henry Afill-

er’s) 162

-——— e D e WD =y S WP u b 0'. B

Musical Comedy

Banjo Eyes (ITollywood) wa. Dee, 2
Hest Foot Forward (Barey-

e X T A L L

Lady in the Dark (2nd en-
gage.) {Alvin) . ___Xept,
Let's Face IL! (Tmperial) oo Ocl. &
Porgy and Bess (rovival)
Sz o' Fun (Wiuter Gar-

100

197
163

B 231

166
22..- 68

den) 128

Heavy Philly

Bookings Set

PHILADELPHIA, March 21.~The tail
end of the local season {s beginning to
laok more like a beluted dawn. Eight
attractions have been booked here by the
Shuberts, assuring the continned opera-
;i{on of all three S8hubert houses until

ay,

At the Walnut Street Theater, Native
Son, whlch held over for a third un-
scheduled week, continued for a fourth,
ending its run tonight (21). Katharine
Hepburn in Wifhout Love opens Monday
(23) for a single week, and then moves
over to the Porest Theuater for Its sccond
week. Walnut keeps golug with The
Rivals March 30, and then a vevival of
Blossom Time April 86, followed by Ar-
senic and Old Lace Aprit 20 for nt least
two weeks.

Locust Strect, following the three
weeks of Claudia, staried last Monday
(16), follows with My Sister Eileen April
6 for at least two wecks.

Forrest holds My Dear Public for a
second week, gets the second weck of
Without ZLove March 30, follows with
Paul Muni In Yesterday's Magic the April
6 week, brings in Penama Hattie April
13 for at least two weeks, and then gets
Lady in the Daric May 11 for three weeks.

Bumper crop of bhookings more than
makes up for booking deflctencies during
the early purt of the season, which has
been unusually good here In face of
such factors as fncome tax, war, weather
und Lont,

FROM OUT FRONT

Summer Stock Managers Band,

Set Conclave, Confer With AEA

NEW YORK, March 21.—First major
collective tricle effort to solidify sum-
mer stock, brought about by stringency
of war-time conditions, was hegun this
week when the Summer Stock Managers’
Association went into negotlations with
Actors' Equity Association and set a date
for a convention of summer stock man-
agers and producers thruout the country.

Early Indicutions are that summer
stock will be operating at the speced of
former years, provided that tire and gas
rationing doesn't make the cowbarns in-
accessible, To take care of such a situn-
tion, munagers are secking a cancellution
clause in Equity contracts to provide for
managerial protection and holding of
bonds intact If war conditions make
barn-theater operation unprofitable,

Negotintions wilth Eyuity, conducte
by Milton Sticfel, president of thoe group;
John Wildberg, geheral counsel and sec~
vetary, and Theron Bamberger and Ar-
thur Sircon for the managers, and Wal-
ter Greaza and Charles Mantin for Equity,
will be made public after Tuesday's (24)
meeting of Equity Council, where the
problem will come up for an ajring,

One of the main points that managers
are dtazcussing with Equity is the placing
of greater responsibility on guest stars
us to advance notice on arrival time and
avallability for rehearsals. Managers al-
so want the word “stock” to be applicd
only to summer companles, since lttle
other Equity stock cxists.

Convention date was sel, for Aprit 15~
16 in New York. RBetween 75 and 100

Phoenix Stock Ends

Successiul Season

PHOENIX, Arlz, March 21.—Muanhat-
tan Players, first stock company to play
extended engagement here for years,
ended Lhe season wlth Lwo more success-
ful star-system prescntuelions, both draw-
ing good audlences. Two performances
of Petticoat Feover,, with Allan Jones s
guest star, March 13 and 14, concluded
the serles on a high note. It marked
Joneg’s {irst appearance in straight legit,
altho he has played in numerous mue
sicals.

Previous to that, Manhattan group
had presented Francls Lederer fin four
performances of Pursuit of Haeppincss,
which drew a total of about 3.000.

Sheperd Chartoe, press representative,
sald the company’s experience here this
geason proved that such a venture cun
be made entirely successful and that ib
will return next year.

Talent’s a Help, Too

BY EUGENE BURR = e e—

YHERE has always hecn, I suppose, & type of producer—and a type of theatergocr,
too—who 15 enumored of stage pageantry and is inclined to feel that anything

apectacular enough 18 hound to succeed, Even in the days when Shakespeare’s
lnter plays were [irst being produced, court masques pulled “ohs” and “ahs” with
thelr sumptuous trappings. The phony canvas grandeur of many mid-Victorian
picture seta 1a still a matter of mild wonder, and, even as late as the micd-Belasco
era, patrons were frequently begulled into watching a moving moon instead of the
nctors who were trying to create & mood in front of it. In recent years, tho, over-
emphasis on seenery has largely departed from the dramatic stage except for
sporadic examples—and some instances In reverse, such as Orson Welles’s ridieu-
lous and self-conselous bare-stage Caesar and Thornton Wilder's equally ridiculous
and self-conscious bare-stage Our Town.

It has persisted, however, in films and In stage musleals. Seldom In these
lean years do we reach the heiphts of nonsensical opulence achieved by the late
Florenz Ziegfeld, who spent as much as $300 aplece for chorus costumes for single
scenes, hut still our musicals show a tendency t0 pay out ridiculous amounts for
scenic effects that simply aren’t needed-—sets that raise the nut and all but put
the production behind a financlal elight-ball at the start.

It has always been this corner's contention that scenic costs could be tremen=
dously pruned hecause—and this seems to be the startling part of it to most pro-
ducers—the public iz primarily interested In talent. Lovely sets are all to the goond,
but they can't substitute for entertainment, and they're not really needed if the
talent 1§ good enoupgh. Similarly, special material, both musical and dialogle, is
an excellent thing; even good tonlent cen't rise above really bad material, but an
entertaining show can still be built on material that has been tried and tested by
tho falent itself. When costs are being apportioned, the entire budget, if necessary,
ecan bhe spent; for top talent; i any money is left over it can be used for material
nnd then for scenery.

These much-disputed contentions recelved startling confirmation the other
week with the opening of Priorities of 1942, which Cliftord C. Fischer, by arrange-
ment with the Messrs, Shubert, presented at the 46th Street Theater, There's no
special matertnl in Priorities, and the sets, such as they are, have been dug out of
o warchouse—btit the cast contains Lou Holtg,. Willle Howard, Phil Baker, Paul
Draper, Haze! Scott, Gene Sheldon, the Nonchalants and more sock talent than
you can shake a laurel wreath at. And Priorities Is (with the possible exception

(See FROM OUT FRONT on page 12)

theater managers are expected to attend
the conclave, the first one of its kind in
regard to summer stock.,. Committece in
charge of arrungements consists of Mil-
ton Steifel, Ivoryton (Conn.) Playhouse;
Willlam Miles, Berkshire Playhouse,
Stockbridge, Mass.; Mrs, Alexander Dean,
South Shore Playhouse, Cohusset, Masgs.;
John J. Wildberg, NMaplewood (N. J.)
Theater; ‘Theron Bamberger, Bucks
County Playhouse, New Hope, Pa.; Guy
Palmerton, Lake Whalom Theater, Fitch-
burg. Mass., and Arthur Sircom, Cupe
Playhouse, Dennis, Mass.

“Johnny Doodle”

Wealk on Voices

NEW YORK, March 21. — Johnng
Doodle, **a play about America’s fight
for freedom, 1776-1942, from the ballads
anhd the legends of its people,” presented
at the Popular Theater Wednesday (18),
Just doodled, that's all.

Chief fault lay withh musieal produce-
tlon, one of the finest arguments yet de-
veloped, we thought, apalnst Robert
Browaning’s contention that man’s reach
should exceed his grasp. Where one
would expcet tho musle to he the forte,
it stood stagnant, awalting propcer de-
llvery. Fine songs and ballads such as
Hey Betty Martin, A Mule Named Sal
and The Farmer 1s a Man suffered shock-
ingly. Mordecal Bauman, who passessed
the only respectable volce of tha buneh,
was on the stage for a two-minute
chorus,

Nor is the story wholly original and
appetizing, being a Balind for Americans
type of yarn wherein a ferryboat captain
swerves oflf his nautical course for a
course in American history. Events such
ns the Boston Tea Party and ihie naval
duel between the Constitution and the
Guerriere are subsequently pointed out
to his passengers by the garrulous guide.
They were pointed out, but secmed
pointless,

Combined with an importunate book,
the utter lack of *“folkloreishness” on
the part of the cast helped not at all,
Tom Pedi, for cxample, entertained at
the Boston Tea Party with a pure Brook-
lyn accent, Counld it be that Brooklyn-
ites drank tea in those duys?

Single proicssional job of the evoning
was contributed by Art Smith as the
ferryhoat captain,

The songs in the play were potentially
delightful. Bome day we're going to
hear what thoy really sound like.

. J. :Rg 0.

Show for Out-of -Way Campss
AAG Offering for Ft. Bragg

NEW YOREK, March 21.—Thumbnail
sketches of several Broadway hlts are
being condensed Into a one hour and
15-minute performance for army camps
off the regular clreuit of USO-Campr
Shows, Inc., under the direction of Ed-
ward Duryea Dowling and Hume Crouyn.

Show will try out at Fort Totten, L. L,

March 23 for uvaree days., Cast Includes
Jose Foarrer, Jack Gillord, Meclissa Mason,
Jane Kean n° ! Virginln, Bolen. Naney
Stern, Ruth Wilk and Peggy Clark arc
handling the technical e¢nd., CSE will
give it the o. o. for a circult routing in
out-of-the-way army camps with few
theatrlecal factlities,
, Americun  Academy Guild dramatic
show, the Flying Gerardos, now in re-
hearsal, opens at Fort Brapgg, North
Curolina, April 13. Cast includes Mary,
Anthony, Robert Hultgren, Steven
Gethers, Frances Ficlding, Johin Brieter,
Anthony Jordan, Althea Clayton, Rich-
ard Oerrick, Adrienne Bayan, Michael
Gripanuk, Evelyn McVoy, Barbara Had-
den and Stuart Germain, Willlam Tregoe
is stage manager, Directlon by Jack
Tdwards.

Garden Pier for Legit

ATLANTIO CITY, March 21~Althothe
Gavden Pier ‘Theater has heen leased for
the summer to Izzy IHirst, plan is to
continue the spot as a legit house. Hirst
also acquired a lease for the Globe Thea-
ter on the Boardwalk, where he has
operated burly for many summers.
Plans to continue the strip parade at
the Globe, sub-leasing the Garden Pior
for legit. Nc deals s¢t as yet.
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New Play on Broadway

Reviewed by Evgene Burr
LONGACRE

Beginning Monday Evening, March 16, 1942

JOHNNY 2X4

A mrelodrama by Rowland Brown. Stagad by
Anihony Brown, Setting designed by Howard
Bay, built by Williom Kellam & Co., and
pamnted by Centre Studios, Inc.

they all seemm a bit surprised to find

themselves in a play instcad of a revue
skit.

There isn't a hint of form in the melo-
drama. Things happen for no particular
reason except to give a surface sort of
local-coloring; situations are left hang-
Ing in mid-air (a spot {rom which they
should never have been shot down in the
{irst place); lnrge sectlons of dialog are
inserted mercly to lead up to unbellev-
ably stale and unfunny gag sttuations:
and the whole business is interrupted
periodically to allow one or asnother of

Costumes
designed by Rose Bogdanoff and executed
by Brooks, Choregraphy by Douglas Decan,
Incidenial song by Cladys Shellcy and Harry
Archer, Special material by Frank Dolan,
Company managar, Lodewick Vroom, Press
agent, Mary March, Stage manager, Peter

Xantho.  Assistant stage manager, Arthur the characters to indulge in slices of
L. Sachs. Presented by Rowland Brown. — song. Not many of those Interludes are
Eéfgw """""""" « o Lester Lﬁgt\:gg‘c""( ellrs very good In themselves; and whatever
Bottles .,..... O 0000 Nehudi Wynee Pleusure they might otherwise have giv-
Mike MaloNeY . « o v aves oeesn Ralph Chambers €t 18 dlluted by the knowledge that, a8
Johrny 2x 4. ... . ... ceennanens Jack Arthur so0on as theyre over, the play will get
The Yacht Club Boys—Charles Adler, George going again,
Kelly, Rodhey Mclennan, Don Richards Anthony Brown's direction does noth-
Coaly Lewis. ....oovinennen.. Barry Sullivan ing to help, the staging belug as farmless
 BeetlePuss .ovnneeneenenn . Bert Bed and incoherent as the play. It falls to
Duttgh 004000 0000 0050 ",;’ck L ey Dring life to stale situations or bellef
Martin. ... ..... SN Arthur L, Sachs (O stereotyped characters; and its han-
Mabel. v vvineennnececasn. Isabel Jewell dling of the mobs of customers and
Knuckles Kelton, . ... v.......Harry Bellaver other floaters is, to put it mildly, rou-
Butch ., .. ittt vaes Maric Austin tine. Those mobs of extras, incldentally,
Rudv Dentonv.......c..covenn Douglas Dean pose another question; most of them are
_?,}l:‘"; it M.:}ia}{a{gncr)"‘efigkyn quite uurecessary, and few make even
Muriel Cole, ireme Collelt, fosi Johnson,  hodi-hearted atfompts to get into the
Natalie Draper, Carolvn Cromwel) PlCture. st of the girls don't even
Ohio Customer.......ccenmvnn.. Eddic Hodge DPother to change their modern hair-cos
Midal ......ccovviivnnannnn. Bert Frohman LOT bCcenes supposed to occur 16 years ago.
APPIES .. .iiciirceaenieaaann Leonard Sues Under the circumstances It's only nat-
Billy the Booster., ... ..vvvee. Jomes La Curto ural that the performances are pretty
Harry, 2 Wailer..cooovivniieent, Al Durant had—tha scveral players stand out. Chlef
Cigarctte Girl........ovnnnn.. Monica Lewis qmong these are Jack Arthur In the title
"D""t’“"e AR S P A Kw?m?'g) rﬁ{g role nud Isabel Jewell as a blowgy street-
]e(:ry.éinf!i\;ah peRia Tt Riussel Comway WAIKCT. Mr. Arthur fights like mad to
koen oo s AR Thom Conroy Pl up the production: he plays plano
Bottles, Grown Up. ......es.... .Lance Elliot #nd Bings nicely, roads his lines with

Bakery Man, Mecat Man, Bodyguards and
Cuests: john Harvey, Syl Lamon, Dearon Dar-
nay, Charles L. Douﬁlass. Chester Adams, Fred
Catania, John Stark, Jack Parsons, William
Sharon, Paul Clare, Victor Finney, joseph Mar-
1el. James Fallon, Stephen Morrow, Carmen
Cosil, Michacet Spreder, William Forester, Elea-
mor Swayne, Bea Barclay, |ordie Melean, Mary
Martin, Eleanor Pryne, Ellwin Evans, Betty
Bacall, Nancy Clark, Virginia Wyckoff, Max-
ine Sheppard, Ruth Maitland.

sineerlty and verve, nnd in general docs
nn excellent job, And Miss Jewel}, faced
with a role and lines that are about as
stercotyped as anything you could
lmagine, brings a couple of moments of
breath-catching effect with the beautiful
sincerity of her underplaying. Also scor-
ing nicely is Bert Frohman, who does a
quiet, immensely cffective job as a rival

- gangster. In the many minor raoles, nice
Merle Piﬂ’o

Merle Pitt and His Musie: work Is offered by Lew Eckels, Ralph
leader; Frank Frocba, pianist; Sam Frey, ac- Chambors, Harry Bellaver and Thom
cordion: Terry Snyder, vibraphones and drums; Conroy; and a young me: named

Dick ' Kissinger, bass; Mac Ceppos, violin.

The Scenes of the Play Take Place in the
“lohnny 2x4" Club in Crecnwich Village.
Time, 1926-'36.

ACT 1—Scene 1 Five o'Clock in the After-
noon. Scene 2: Later That Night. ACT ll—
The Lush Days. ACT 11\—Aiter Repeal,

Leonard 8Sues blows a magnificent
truunpet. His outstanding solos gave the
evening its only real excitement,

Barry Sullivan is something less than
convincing as Coaly (which ia hardly his
fault); and Evelyn Wyckoff, from mu-

American Academy Students
Give “Letters to Lucerne”

NEW YORK, March 21 —The Ameri-
can Academy of Drammatic Arts, {ollowing
its new and agreeable policy of adding
to its repertory very recent Broadway
plays, offered Letiers to Lucerne last
Priday at the Empire ‘Theater. The
predominuantly feminine cast dld very
well with the sparse material in the
seript.

Betsi Kendel, ag the German girl, Erna,
gave an altogether lovely performance,
heart-warming and sincere. Jean Stark-
weather did ars much as could be ex-
pected with the part of Olga; Dixle Do
Witt came thru with another fine job
as the head mistress, Mrs. Hunter, and
was ably assisted by Marcella Markham
as Miss Linder. Miss Markham deserves
credit for the tremendous Improvement
she has shown since her first. appearance.

Patricla Croasdale did excellent work
In the obnoxious chavacter of Sally;
Nedra Mahoney's accent deserted her at
Inopportune moments, leaving the
charncter of Fellce more or less dangling,
and Jean Andrews lacked authority as
Bingo, Marguerite deBlanck, as Mar-

garethe, and Ethan Elber, as Gustave,

were good as thie two old cervants. This
is Mr. Elber's best work to date. James
Braasfield's obvious embarrassment over
his Alpine walking costume, in the role
of Hans, seemed (o overshadow any
plans he may have had for the part he
was supposed to have played. Jose
Davis, as Marlon; Anthony Jordan, as
Francols, and Steven Gethers, as Kop-
pler, all did acceptable work,

The first act of Noel Coward's ey
Fever was given as a curtain ralser. Rita
Burwell offered another terrific comedy
characterization as Judiih; her comedy
timing 18 unusually good for a stiident.
The rest of the cast Included Dorothy
Martin, Anthony Jorden, Betty Rogers,
Michael Cripanuk, Jeames Brassfield,
Patricia Qulliin, Steven Gethers and
Jacquellne Grayce. M. A B,

——

sical comedy, proves conclusively that
she's not yet reacdy to take on a straight
role. On several occasions she ralses her
lovely voice in song, but on second night
she was hampered by a cold and gave
generally listless ronditions. The Yacht
Club Boys (two new oncs and two old)
erupt at intervals with famitiar special
matcrial patter songs. :

Howard Bay's set has more imaginative
realism than anything else in the pro-
duction.

An interrupted revuc opened Monday
night at the Longacre Theunter, presented
by Rowland Brown. The Interruptions
took the form of a melodrama called
Johnny 2x4, written by Mr. Brown himn-
self; and the one cheery note was the
employment of n cust so large that the
stage, during curtain calls, looked 1like
rush hour at Walgreen's. It's unfortu-
nate that the widesprend employment

FROM OUT FRONT

taining musical on Broadway today.

thelr lives,

Mr. Brown’s only possible reason for
writing the play thal is interpolated be-
tween the interpnlated musical numbers
was to give a pictwre of the minor night.
club scene during the early days of Pro-
hibition, the lush late ‘208 and the era of
Repeal. ‘That picture is remarkably ac-
curate In externals, but in essentials it
doesnt’t even manage to apoproXimate the
truth. For, whatever cise those days ¢
were, they were certainly not dull.

The play is. Ibt’s & disorganized, form-
less, uninteresting surimce piclure that
never manages to whip up intorest In
egither Its events or its charactcrs. The
only person developed at all {s Johnny
2x4 himself, s0 called because he plays
a 2x4 plano. He is owner of the club In
which the events take place, and emerges
as’ an ntrigning and pledsant fellow—
but nothing ever happens {0 him; the
events merely. take place around him,
As for the others, ihey're observed {rom
the surface, and display no insight or
interest to wash away the mud-gutter
tan with which they're coated. Chlef
amoug them 1s a gangster named Coaly,
who dishes up charm with a trowel, in-
troduces a young singer into the club,
threatens to rub out a lad who wants
to marry her when she becomes a star,
double-crosses his pals and 18 finally
himself rubbed out by rival gangsters
with whom he's waging war. Everyone
an stage scems very sorry at thils; but 1t's
a feeling that falls (o spread (0 the
vudiellce.

‘The pirt~—~who latcr becomes a filin
star and still keeps a yen for Conly—Is
strictly a figure cut from a sheet of
paper dolls; and the teeming host of
subsidiary peoplc are so stereotyped that

own routines, a good show will result.

priority on lovely coryphees.

; (Continued from paye 11)
of Sons o' Fun, also essentially a vaudeville melange) by long odds the most enter-

Furthermoro, tho late reports on grosses aron't avallable at the moment, the
business done by Priorities during ts firat few days hit land-office proportions.
And the mobbed customers at the showing caught had, very obviously, the time of

Other current musicals also emphasize the polnt. Think of the shambles Lady
in the Dark would be without Gertle Lawrence, despite one of the loveliest produc-
tions ever scen; try to imagine Let’'s Fnee It without Danny Kaye or Banjo Eyes
without Eddle Cantor. I'm not saying that zcenery and matorial are useless (tho,
in the three cases mentioned, the material is no help): 1 do say that, in cases
where costs are the deciding factor, the scenle and material expenses can be pared
to the bone and, If top talent is corralled and allowed to fill in the gaps with its

Talent, after all, is more entertaining than scenery,

L

l)RODUOERS of legit musicals, as a mattor of fact, can learn things from night

clubs as well as from vaudeville. Take for example the Stlversereen revue ab
Bllly Rose's Dlamond Horseshoe, which just celebrated its first anniversary. A year's
run is uite something cven for a thester musical.

There is plenty of production, but there is also a deflnite emphasis on talent—
with the nostalgic angle played up, in keeping with the spot’s policy. Former stars
of the silent scrcen are featured, and, tho there's practically a change-walt when
Nita Naldi, rotund and immobile, comes on to Intone a recitation, most of those
involved do a fine Job of showing up today's so-onlled showmanship. Take Charlie
King, for instance; what there 18 of his voice isn't very good—but for yewrs I
haven't heard a sang 501d as ho sells one. His sheer showmanship 18 terrific, and he
tears down the house as no mike~-bound modern mumbler could possibly do. Or
take Gilda Gray, whose torso tossings put to shame (if that's the way to phrase it)
the comparatively minor abdominal earthquakes of more modern practitioners, Or
Betty Compson, that fine actress who was Tom Meighan's leading lady in The
Miracle Man when Lon Ohaney was merely featured in the cast, who looks breath-
takingly lovely and who, always a swell trouper, now adds dancing to her accom-
plishments in a fine waltz routine with the Incomparable Georges Fontana.

They have, all of them, a color, verve and showmanship that musical comedy
customers these days are seldom permitted to see,

Incidentally, Massa Rose, the miniature rnaestro, has assembled a collection of
luscious young Irdies for his line that s incomparably the loveliost such assembly
that this reporter has seen for many seasons. As usual, the kids in the danclng cho-
tus are o great deal prettier than the showgirls, but the cotliection us a whole defi-
nitely disproves the plalnt of musical comedy producers that there's practically a

The Horseshoe ltself is loud and amusing—s&o loud that at least onc customer
was retjeved to reach the comparative quiet of a Broadway traffic jam. But legit
haunts could learn things from the service, which, as exemplified by Mr. Kaufman,
walter No. 10, 18 remarkably fine. Plenty of spots that lltke to think of themselves
a8 swankler could take lessons from Mr. Kaufman, Sardl’s, {or instance.

1 L ]
Savoy Opera Guild
o .
AL A4 Y M TS TS
Does Fine “Mikado

NEW YORK, Mareh 21-—The 8Savoy
Opera Gulid, that amazing Nttle Gilbert
and sulifvan troupe thaf is stitl present-
ing its shows Thursdays, Fridays cond
Saturdays at the Cherry Lane Theater,
last week got around again in the cowrse
of its veportory Lo The Mikado. It's an
uncut and unchuanged AMikado that the
Savoy group presents—and therefore one
that hits all the barder in its amusing
but viclously satirical attack upon
Japanese manners mixl customs, And it
is, as & matier of record, the best Mikado
that this reporter has ever heard. After
a series of sessions wtth the Boston
Comic Opern Company nt the St. James,
the ability displayed by the Savoy Opera
Guild In Its tiny theater js triply wel-
come. It's nice to hear Gilbert and Sulli-
van once more as they should he played
anc sung.

The cast i8 almost the smme as that
for Lhe lagt Mikado at the Cherry Lane—
hut the individuals have Improved
enormously evenh upon the excellent per-
formances they offered then, Seymout
Pengner, for cxumple, 18 more flendishly
supercilious than ever in the title role,
end his fine bhasso Is even bettar than
before. Wells Clary points the humor of
Pooh-Bah more amusingly than anyone
elsc I've ever caught in the part, and his
voice, too, scems more 8atisfying than
cver, So, for that matter, does that of
Bernard O'Brien as Nunkl-Poo. After an
enforced experience of the horrific noises
that went by the name of “singing” at
the St. James, the Iine volces at tho
Cherry Lane benellt additionally by com-
parison,

Sylvia Cyde remaing an excellent Yume
Yum, and George L. Ilendley is an agreo-
able nud tlne-volced Pish-Tush. Vivian
Dentson repeats her charming and amus-
mg fob as Pittl-Bing and shows tre-
mencdous vocnl tmpravement, displaying
a new richness and Auldlty of tonc.
Diann Grey's remarkably lovely soprano
sLill embellishes the role of Peep-Bo; and
Ruth CHorloff remains, for this corner’s
money, the finest Katisha of all thne.
It's nol only that she offers s&plendid
renditions of the songs or thet she draws
more luughs from the role than cven
Gillbert, probably, suspeocted were in it
In addition, she creates o fully-rounded
character and, while making you laugh
more than ever, at the same time makoes
you sympathize with the woman, too.
It’s atage maglc of the most superlative
possible sort.

The only mujor change in cast was
caused by iliness, Charles Kingsley, the
regular Ko-Ko, belng becded by grippe.
Michael Therry substituted, taking on
the long and arduous role as his first
major performing asslgnment—and he
did remarkably well with tt. He has &
fine volece, and his rendltions of the
songs were superb. His line-readings were
a bit tentatlve at first; but, aided In
thawing the house by Miss Glorloff, he
warmed up considerubly in the second
half and offered a richly comic inter-
pretation, emerging as one of the best
Ko-Kos this corner has ever scen.

Lewls Denison's stuge direction and
Arthur Lief's musicnl direction remain
88 amazingly fine as ever. And Norman
Secon stlll perforine wonders at the
single plano that scrves as the Cherry
Lane’s entire orchestra,

The Mikado had become pretty hacke
neyed to this reporier thru the years—
but so fresh and gay and superlatively
fine Is tho Cherry Lane's coarrent revival
that it glves the old plece new and un-
sugpccted life. It I8 one of the moast en-
Joyable cvenings of the current theatri-
cul season, Eugene Burr,

PROVIDENCE, March 21.—Waich on
the Rhine played to $4,500 in Its one-

night stand at the Metropolitan here
March 9.

AMERICAN ACADEMY
OF DRAMATIC ARTS

Founded 1884 by Franklin 1. Sargent
The foremnat institution for Dramatio and
Expressionnl Training 0 Amoeriea, The
conrses fumish  essentiul preparation for
Teaching & Dircoting as well as Acting.
8pring Term Bogins Apri) 1st.
log from Sccretary, Room 140

CARNEGIE HALL, NEW YORK
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FEAGIN SCHOOL
OF DRAMATIC ART

27th Year
STAGE . SCREEN - RADIO - TELEVISION
Speech (or Business and Soclal Usoe
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