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OWI Acits as
International

Ad Agency

Does Everytlun , But No 15%

NE’VV YORK, Oct. 2—The Axis is being
ringed by paid advertising as well as the
United Nations’ armed forces and the
paid space is being bank-rolled by regular
commercial advertisers who expect to be
able to sell some of their products when
peace is achieved. Advertising is being
placed in Turkey, Egypt, Sudan, North
Afrira, Spain, Pertugal and practically all

the neutrals that ring Germany and her.

satellite states,

Actually and practically the advertis-
ing serves as a subsidy for the _news-
papers in these countries which™ have
been hard hit because of local conditions
brought about by the conflict. The ad-
vertising is handled by the local OWI
office in each country. They contact
each publisher, establish space rates and
send the information back to the OWI
offices in New York which in turn con-
tacts advertisers and arranges space com-
mitments, All plates and copy are
cleared in New York thru George M.
Black, rated by the OWI office as Senior
Advertising Project Specialist. Black
acts as a sort of cemsor of copy. The
finished ad> and the necessary plates
(made of new plastic materials for light-
ness, etc.) are shipped overseas in OWI
pouches to each office. The overseas
local office in turn places the ads, checks
proof of publication, okays the bills and
then ships them back to headquarters in
New York which in turn sends the in-
voices to the ad agency.

OWI representatives actually contact

{See OWI AD AGENCY on page 12)

AGVA Set To
Snuff Rival
PISGA Ice Org

Gimmick: Barring Members

From Non-AGVA Jobs

NEW TYORK, Oct. 2-—Entrance of a
rival union claiming jurisdiction over ice
skaters In the Arthur Wirtz-Sonja Henie
Stars on Ice is likely to cause the Ameri-
can Guild of Variety Artists to ask the
Associated Artistes and Actors of America
to bar members of the newly formed
Professional Ice Skaters’ Guild of Amer-
lca from performing in any shows other
than the current occupant ofr the Center
Theater,

Matt Shelvey, AGVA national adminis-
trator, declined to discuss that possi-
bility, but it is reported that AGVA will
ask the Four A’s to bar further activity
of members of the rival guild.

PISGA, formed in September of this
year, claims it represents the majority
of chorus members and has a few prin-
cipals that are “sympathetic” to its
aims. Officers are Irene Church, presi-
dent; Karen Lane, secretary, and Arnold
Rubens (not the restaurateur), treasurer,
Harry Wylan is attorney of PISGA, which
has no affiliation with either the AFL or
Cl0,

A hearing before the State Labor Board
1s scheduled for Wednesday (6) or
Thursday. Shelvey indicated that he will

“ask a postponement to allow greater
study of the situation. An airing sched-
uled for last week was postponed,

i .

“Pursuit” As Tune

Show Cued by

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—With the phenom-
enal success of Green Grow the Lilacs as
Oklahoma! in musical guise furnishing
the incentive, Theater Guild is mulling the
revival of Lawrence Langner’s Colonial
comedy, Pursuit of Happiness, as a mu-
sical in the near future. Pursuit was
produced 10 years ago.

Announcement of this intention Thurs-
day (30) threw a wrench into the plans
of Mary Elizabeth Sherwood to bring legit
back to 42d Street after a long void on
that thorofare. She had skedded this
play as the opener for her stock venture
at the Amsterdam Roof October 25. The
venture will still go thru but a new
play will have to be found to open.

Plans are to, have an initial 10-week
season, with weekly bill change, and with
an extension if the project clicks., Star
names will play leads. David Alexander
will direct. Harry Altner will stage-
manage, and Ned Armstrong is the p.a.

Groom Broadcastlng for
«Oklahoma Click: | Peacetime Millions From

Motor City; 3 Nets on Job

FRANK CILL
{New York)

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—A gigantic golden
post-war opportunity is fading radio in
Detroit. While millions of dollars of
consumer goods were moved from this
city by radio in pre-war days, literally
billions of dollars’ worth must be sold
after the war. Detroit’s manufacturing
facilities and trained labor have more
than doubled since Pearl Harbor and,
while execs have plans in their files for
putting these plants and this man power
to use for new and old products, con-
sumer acceptance will have to be built
with lightning speed, come Armistice
Day.

Radio and ad execs, tho fully conscious

Demand Grows for Roadshow
P. A.’s; Dough Ups But Flacks
With Savvy Nix Traveling

Shows Triple But Agents Don’t

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Wartime short-
ages continue to nick all branches of
showbiz. Now it's drumbeaters. The
continuing upbeat of legit, with 29 Stem
theaters lighted and two or three times
the usual number of companies trekking
the road, threatens a growing p. a.
scarcity. It’s a sellers’ market for press
agents, with ATAM in the driver’s seat.

ATAM does not admit that the situa-
tion is yet acute. But with between 30
and 40 bally men out of org’s total
membership of 200 already in military
service and more with numbers up on
Uncle Sam’s slate, there is no doubt that
producers are finding it progressively
harder to fill the press spots. Applied
to the road, this is particularly true.

So far a man has been found to fit
every requirement both for shows here
and on the road, according to Oliver
Saylor, union’s exec secretary. Legit
turnover is such that from 15 to 25
D. a’s are usually available at any one
time,

“However,” says Saylor, ‘“showbiz Is
running short of the old, experienced
road press agent. The road has been
starved for years and many of that type
have died off. There has been little

incentive for newcomers to break into
that field.”

Travel Punshment N. Gﬁ

Added to this, he admits, a lot of
those left don’t want to take the punish-
ment that goes with the road these days.
There are several youngsters, however,
who had a yen for that sort of work
some years ago and went out and learned
the ropes. Those are among the most
sought after today.

Saylor believes also that employment
conditions as far as the road is con-
cerried have reached a peak. Priorities
and lack of booking facilities will keep
the ratio about where it is, he thinks,
At the same time should out-of-town
houses, which have turned to pictures,
suddenly turn to legit, there is no tell-
ing what may happen.

Whether or not there are hally boys
enough to go round, one thing is sure.
The weekly pay sack is heavier. There
have always been over-scale operations,
particularly on the road. But when
the WLB approved the $15 hike for p. a.
pay envelopes, it was expected that the
resulting weekly minimum of $165 would
be also the maximum. However, as soon
(See Demand for Road P. A’s on page 12)
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H. F. REVES
(Detroit)

of this rosy post-war picture, are playing
cagey. For one thing they realize that
there are definite “ifs” and “buts” to the
picture of Detroit as a major source of
radio advertising. They aren’t ignoring
the swift mass-production industrial
growth of the Far West and of the South
with its low labor costs. But they do feel
that they have the edge on these areas
in ad savvy, having learned the use and
value of radio advertising the hard way.

They are also counting on Detroit’s
ability to ship by rail, road and water to
give them initial leadership no matter
how rapidly the West and South grow
and regardless of their manufacturing
possibilities. Being centrally located De-
troit believes that air transportation lin

the post-war era is its ace in the hole.

So many plants are controlled from De-
troit thruout the country, that they
believe they are in a better distributing
Dbosition than either the West or the
South.

Broadcasting, unlike the other major
ad media, can swing into a .go-getting
selling job the day after the guns cease
firing. ‘While the plants are switching
back from war necessities to production.
of cars, refrigerators, stoves, trailers, air
(See Detroit as Number One on page 9)

NEIC Relives
The Past
In Gabfest

Org Runs Out of Themes

NEW YORK, Oc¢t. 2.—Full membership
of the National Entertainment Indistry
Council convened Tuesday (28) at the
Hotel Astor in the first all-out get-
together sihce NEIC’s inception in July,
For three-quarters of an hour they lis-
tened to Secretary William Feinberg and
Co-Ordinator James Sauter recount past
accomplishments—Ilegit bord matinees,
USO-Caimnp Shows-local station tie- ~ups
to put over bond sales in the sticks, legit
and radio units for camp and hospital
shows, and full co-operation with the
Third War Loan drive, Sauter announceds
that every NEIC-proposed project since
July has elther been accomplished or is
in the hopper,

Then the body turned to business at
hand-—the National War Fund campaign,
which had been looked forward to as
the next order of business after the War
Bond drive—and was stumped. The Na-
tional War Fund had let them down.
No big benefits, no Hollywood Bond Cav-
alcades, no- whooping it up on street
corners is on the schedule of the War
Fund. Just a few personalities to attend
Iuncheons and dinners to pep up canvass
men. So the members decided to take
the bull by the horns—and the order
of the day was to go back to their re-
spective organizations and dig up sug-
gesticns as to how to aid the War Fund
along the lines of its chotce.

“Autonomy” cropped up again when
Florence Marsden (Screen Actors’ Guild)a
(See NEIC RELIVES PAST on page 12)
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Philly Picliings

Slim for Tyro

Talent Tutors

Ma and Sis Nix Footlight Yen

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2. — Dance,
drama, radio and music schools, always
enjoying fertile pickings tutoring

youngies will barely eke out an existence
this season. The town has about 200

-silch schools but the start of the new

theatrical year finds hardly more than
two dozen in the swim.

Altho doting parents are making more
dough today than ever before, and town
is in throes of a showbiz boom, the
schools are not getting their share and
the annual barrage 'of literature and
door-bell ringers has simmered down to
a trickle. Hardly more than 10, instead
of the usual 100, are buying newspaper
advertising space offering the open se-
same to showbiz for young and old,

Hardest hit are the schoals teaching a
musical instrument in 10—more or less
—-easy lessons. Greatest come-on for
such schools was in the fact that they
offered to let the student keep the in-
strument .at the conclusion of the course,
Actually, price of lessons were geared so
as to provide for instalment buying of
instrument, However, with instruments
as scarce as hen’s teeth, such offers are
out. Besides, the youngsters are too
busy learning to identify airplanes or
collecting scrap' metal, to concern them-
selves with music lessons. And the par-
ents are too busy making money.

Doting maters are forgetting about

_sending curlylocks to a dancing or

dramatic school. Moreover, dancing
schools no longer find the teen-age gals
seeking schooling for a flier in showbiz.
If they have any talent, they have no
trouble these days breaking in cold at
the nabe uniteries,

The old gimmick of training for a
career in stage, screen or radio has worn
itself thin. Parents are by this time
wise and wanna see a contract before
signing their brats to a course,

" A flock of show s¢hools are turning to
other fields of learning to keep the wolf
away.

Almost total demise of local little
theater movement is also hurting the
school appeal to prospective students.
With war plants and the draft raiding
thespian groups, hardly a half dozen
little theaters survived wartime condi-
tjons. This season will find barely two
or three LT groups still in operation to
spread the drama gospel.

Lavin to Paul Small

-NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—Jerry Lavin has
left the Louis Shurr office to go with
Paul Small. Prior to his association with
Shurr, Lavin was with Music Corporation
of America.

- JOHNNY MERCER
(This Week’s Cover Subject)

OHNNY MERCER, who became known as

a composer of hit songs eight years ago,

is now equally noted as a singer and emsee

as a result of his Capitol records and network
broadcasts.

Mercer hails from Savannah, Ga., which he
feft at the age of 17 to pursue a career as
an actor in New York., The closest he got
to the stage was to get a chance to -write
a couple of songs for the Theater Cuiid pre-
sentation of “The Garrick Caieties.” He
knociced out a ditty cafted “Qut of Breath,”
and its success led to a position with Paul
Whiteman. While with Whiteman, Mercer
penned his “Here Come the British.,”

For the past few years, Mercer has lived
in Hollywood writing film scores, performing
over the airwaves and making recordings for
Capitol Records, Inc., of which he is vice-
president. Among his -outstanding disks are
“Strip Polka,” “1 Lost My Sugar in Salt Lake
City,” “They Didn’t Believe Me,” “The Old
Music Master” and *“The Air-Minded Execua-
tive.”

Mercer has just concluded his own “]ohnny
Mereei’s Music Shop” shows over NBC as a
summer replacement for Bob Hope. His most
recent score for a motion picture was for
the Fred Astaire starrer at RKO, “The Sky’s
the Limit.” He's currently working on an-
other at the MGM Tot.

Here Are Some

Troupers Who Need (and Beg)
Units, Scripts, Music and Acts

of Uncle Sam’s

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—Many lads for-
merly identified with showbiz and now
trouping for Uncle Sam are writing The
Billboard for talent aid and material
from the profession. As these are specific
requests from individuals and directed
to showbiz in general, excerpts from a
few representative letters are printed be-
low in the belief that showfolks will
want to help the boys get what they
want.

Editors The Billboard:

I would be grateful if any units, acts
or dance orchestras that are comlng this
way would stop and do a turn for our
wounded soldiers and personnel of the
Fletcher General Hospital at Cambridge,
O.

My friends all remember me from the
song and piano team, Peggy and Vincent,
or Metcalf and Daniels. I certainly hope
they and others won’t let me down and
that they will write and let me know
when they are coming thru here.

Anything you can do in notifying
show people about stopping here will be
deeply appretiated by-my superior officer
and myself.

Corp. Vincent Daniels,
Fletcher General Hospital,
Cambridge, O.

* ® *

The boys also want help with material
and scripts for making their own fun.
For instance:

Editors The Billboard:

Can you secure some emsee material
for me: I will have several occasions to
make use of it in the' near future and
have lost all civilian contacts since be-
ing stationed here (location deleted) for
over a year.

We are organizing a small orchestra
just for our own entertainment. As I
was formerly in the music field, and am

Showbiz Tax

Hike Foreseen

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2.— Extent that
showbiz will cough up additional mil-
lions needed to finance the war will
comg, out in the annual tax grinding
process which starts here Monday (4).
Congressional tax machinery slips into
gear then with a greater-than-usual job
ahead—that of determining how much
more the taxpayer can bear to part with.

In general, it is believed now that
$12,000,000,000 more is needed in addi-
tion to the $38,000,000,000 now being
taken from the wartime taxpayer. How
much of the extra $12,000,000,000 will
come from the amusement industry is
guesswork, but there seems little doubt
now that showbiz will feel steeper In-
come taxes and that amusement taxes
will be hiked.

Sig Romberg Draws
51G; Ork’s Cut 32G

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.— Since opemng
for the season at Carnegie Hall Septem-
ber 18, Sigmund Romberg’s class ork in
a barnstorming tour has grossed aroeund
$51,700, with the troupe getting a cut
estimated at $32,000.

Biggest receipts so far came from two

performances in Detroit, which tock in

around $8,000, while Chlcago paid the
same amount for three shows within
two days. Highest take for a single
night was from the Carnegie Hall re-
cital which produced $7,500.

Other prize collections include Boston,
$4,000; Albany, $7,000; Cleveland, $3,600;
Peoria, Ill., $3,600; Davenport, Ia., $5,000,
and aneapohs $5,000.

Romberg played to 17,000 at the Audi-
torium Arena, St. Paul, Wednesday (29)
for a flat guarantee. Gate for this date
cannot be given as the performance,
under auspices of Women’s Institute of
St. Paul, is part of a concert series for
which block subscriptions are sold at
the beginning of the season,

He will play tha.t stand again next
September.

' brokers were $15,435.
-the boys only paid $9,968.

eéxpected to lead the unit. The “person-
ality” becomes a little dull after a year
or so away from everything, so I would
be much obliged if you would secure
something for us in the emsee line which
would be of help.
Corp. Louis Desjarlais,
A.P.O. 462, Minneapolis,
* *® *
Editors The Billboard:

In your issue of July 26 I saw an item
from Don Pettigrew in Tunisia. I, too,
would like to request scripts, gag ma-
terial, blackout and stunts for the boys
in the army.

I am doing Special Service work here
at Camp Jesse Turner and would ap-
preciate any list you could render. Or
perhaps you can suggest publishers who
have such material?

Pyt. Teddy Reinhari,
Camp Jesse Turner,
Van Buren, Ark.

NY Tax Collections
Prove Showbiz Big;
2 Mil-Plus August

" NEW TYORK, Oct. 2. — Sizzling
heat took no steam out of enthu-
slasm of the town’s show-minded pub-
lic, according to Treasury Department
figures. During August the total admis=
sion tax collections in the Third New York
Internal Revenue Collection District
amounted to $2,062,939, a jump of over
$300,000 above the mark for the same
month in 1942. The Third District begins
at 23d Street and takes in all Stem amuse~
ment spots,

August taxes on admission to theaters,
ete., including season tickets, pulled down
$1,849,987 as against last year’s take of
$1,645,034, Taxes on tickets sold by
For August 1943,
‘Tax receipts
on admish to roof gardens and cabarets
are bulletined at $197,666, a hike of al-
most $65,000.

Admission tax collections for the coun-
try over the same period also show a sub-
stantial increase. August, 1843, tops Au-
gust of last year by over $2,500,000 with
a grand total of $16,178,305.

A general upping of admish scales, of
course, is.partly responsible for the sharp
advance in tax collections.

Maryland Dips $13,000

BALTIMORE, Oct, 2—There was a de-
cline of $13,875 In admission taxes. for
all types of entertainment collected by
Maryland from October 1, 1842, to June
30, 1943.

From Octcber 1, 1941, to June 30, 1942,
admission taxes amounted to $135,878,
and from October 1, 1942, to June 380,
1943, $£122,608.

Spokane Up $27,000

SPOKANE, Oct. 2—More than $27,600
rolled into city coffers from admission
taxes for July and August. Current col-
lectinns exceeded by more than $3,600
the May and June payments by amuse-
ment operators. Included in latest c¢ol-
lection was $1,976.50 received from Cole
Bros. and Arthur Bros. circuses playing
here in August.

First amusement tax refund was mgade
to Steve Mattausch, operator of Trent-
wood dance pavilion, located outside city
limits. Mattausch can’t keep the re-
fund, however, as the county now has
a similar admish tax,

Sonja Henie Icer
To Cue in Detroit

DETROIT, Oct. 2. — Opening of the
fourth Sonja Henie Ice Revue has been
set for the Olympia, Detroit, for December
2, first time that premiere of the show
has been held in the Motor City. Stacks
up with heavy support Detroit has given
icers for several seasons.

Show will run for 17 days before hitting
the road.

Legion’s Omaha
Powwow Sends
Coin to Spots

OMAHA, Oct, 2—While the 25th na-
tional convention of the Amsrican Le-
gion here last week threw a pall over
showbiz generally, night spots were hard
put to handle peak crowds of World
War I buddies. Debut of Indian sums-
mer combined with various Legion func-
tions to keep people away from shows
while the previous inclement spell might
have been a boon to show spots,

Gathering the bulk of Legion night
clubbing were hotel spots with floor=
shows, especially hotels at which various
delegations were quartered. Reporting’
exceptional business were the Fontenele,
Paxton, Hill, Regis and Blackutone cock-
tail lounges,

After hours business was especially
heavy in Bast Omaha spots, which do
not come under Nebraska law, being in
Towa.

Assoclated Retallers of Omaha, judging
from credit calls, reported retail business
as steady with little or no effect from
the national convention, which drew
4,000, including 1,500 delegates.

Convention this year was streamlined,
eliminating the usual frills of parades
and the like, so no large throngs were
drawn to downtown district to wat(,h
Legion antics.

One feature of convention was presen-
tation of Schenley’s Cresta Blanca Car-
nival at convention headquarters, which
attracted 6,000 Wednesday night. Head-
lining the show, which includad national
and local talent, was Walter O'Keefe as
emsee. As a speclal gesture, Schenley
piped in seven minutes of the 15-minube
national CBS Cresta Blancea program,
including a salute in the form of a new
Legion march by Morton Gould ang Alge
Templeton's musical greeting.

On three-hour local bill with (’Reefe
were the Merry Maes, magigian Dell
O'Dell, Art Randall’s ork and local va-
riety acts.

The four local stations gave tlme on
convention coverage estimated at 50
hours. NBC originated talks by U. 8.

'Army Chiet of Staff Gen. George C. Mar-

. McNutt
KOIL, CBS outlet; WOW, NBC station;
KBON, Mutual, and KOWH, Blue, cut

- into their commercials to provide -cover-

age, none sponsored. Some Legion events,
however, were carried on regularly spon-

Equity To Bat

On USO Legit;
Mull AFRA Biz

NEW YORK, Oct..2.—Recommendation
that the USO send out legit shows on
camp tours was made to Equity Council
yesterday at quarterly meeting of Equity
held at the Astor. Recommendation, up-
held unanimously, added that if, as re-
ported, a large sum has been withdrawn
from USO funds for this purpose, that it
be replaced and the shows sent out.

A resolution calling for abandonment of
quarterly Equity meetings for the dura-
tion because of lack of interest among
members was voted down.

Equity’s consideration of passible AFRA
affiliation was contained in the ftri-
monthly report, and the subject was said
to be “procéeding to consideration.”

Lt. Dick, Ex-Hoofer,
Wounded in Action

NEW YORE, Oct. 2—Lieut. Henry W,
Dick, dancer who appearec in Higher
and Higher, On Your Toes and other
Broadway and road musicals, has been
seriously wounded in action. The
navigator-bombardier of a flight com-
mand plane was injured while on a mis-
sicn from BEngland to North Africa. He
enlisted in the air force in June, 1941,
and has been stationed in England since
last June.

His mcther, Mrs, Henry Dick, of Min-
eola, L. I., received word of her son’s
‘injury simmultaneously with information
that he had been awarded his first. air
medal, 3




October 9, 1943

GENERAL NEWS ,

The Billboard 5

See Sweep-Up in | jolson, Back in NY After Trouping
Mop-Up in Africa, Sicily, Says He’d
Like To Chirp “Sonny Boy” in Rome

ATW Canteens;
Heads Headhunt

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Shake-up in per-
sonnel of.Boston, Los Angeles and San
Francisco American Theater Wing Stage-
door Canteens seems imminent, James
Sauter, chairman of the ATW entertain-
ment committee, and Sol Pernick, a na-
tional chairman and member of the board,
are in Boston today. Tomorrow they will
go to Washington to visit the org’s canteen
there and help celebrate its first birthday.
Brock Pemberton, also a national chair-
man and board member, is expected to
attend the D.C, party.

Friday (8), Pernick and William Fein-
berg, the third of four national chair-
men, leave for the West Coast. Accord-
ing to the delegates, their trip is to create
closer co-operation between affillated en-
tertainment unions in carrying out the
work of the two canteens. They are to
acquaint the L.A. and SJF. unions with
accomplishments of the New York can-
teen, which is considered a model in
bringing the best possible entertainment
to servicemen.

General assumption is, however, that
~the local boys’ visit to the Coast is to
straighten out certain problems concern-
ing personnel of the two canteens. A
sweeping shake-up looms in Boston on a
hot subject. Feathers, which have been
rufiled for some time, may fly before the
stagehands’ and musicians' leaders are
thru.

No “Umpire’s Daughter®
For Sat. Nights If
Abboit Gets Sinatra

NEW YOREK, Oct. 2—George Abbott is
sufficiently anxious to corral Frank Sin-
atra for the lead in his next production,
The Umpire’s Daughter, to create a pre-
cedent in the theater to accommodate
the swooner’s radio chores. In bpre-
liminary talks, Abbott is understood to
have offered to let the show go dark
every Saturday night so that Sinatra can
keep his Hit Parade. Abbott evidently
figures that Sinatra’s name will pull suf-
' ficiently thruout the week to offset the
loss on the theater’s regular ace box«
office wight.

The deal is still in the early talking
stage. Sinatra, who has radio commit-
ments and another movie to make on
the West Coast, likes the Abbott role—
a screwball southpaw for the Brooklyn
Dodgers—but is a bit swooney about say=-
ing “yes”” He is not too sure he can
carry a sustained role.

“Franey Heads Dallas Icer

DALLAS, Oct. 2—Dorothy Franey will
have charge of all ice-show productions
gt the Adolphus Hotel here beginning
October 7, wHen she moves in as permas
nent producer and director. Show will
be billed as Dorothy Franey’s Ice Time.
Miss Franey will also be one of the prin-
cipals in the show,

HERMAN CITRON transfers from the
New York office of the Music Corporation
of America to the Beverly Hills, Calif.,
branch October 15. He will stop over in
Chicago en route to the Coast.

SPONSORED EVENTS

STAGED and PRODUCED
FOR ALL OCCASIONS

JAMES F. VICTOR

1674 Broadway New York City
Phone COlumbus 5-9792

BOLTON HOTEL SYSTEM

operating

HOTEL OLMSTED

Cleveland, Chio
Frank Woalker, Mgr.

ALL ROOMS WITH BATH

Catering to and Offering Special Daily and
Weekly Rates to the Profession,

NEW YORK, Oct. 2~—Al Jolson arrived
here yesterday (1) with a Senagalese fez,
a fistful of daffy “invasion money” and
a healthy sun-tan from his fourth volun-
teer, off-shore tour under the auspices of
the M.P. Division of USO-Camp Shows,
Inc. Current eight-week Africa-Sicily
jaunt covered over 40,000 miles with 164
hours of it spent in the air. The comic
played 120 shows to soldier and sailor
audiences ranging from a group of 18,000
to a single wounded man.

“The biggest thrill T got,” said Jolson,
“was singing to three or four thousand
sailors at Palermo, They all began to look
the other way and I thought I was going
sour. Then I discovered they were look-
ing toward the harbor, and there was the
Italian fleet steaming in to surrender.”

The second show which he enjoyed most
was given for 1,500 crewmen in the bowels
of a U. S. repair ship at Alglers.

" Jolson paid a glowing tribute to the
spirit of the boys overseas. There is never

a squawk out of any of them, he said.
They need and deserve more entertain-
ment, and more showfolks should volun-
teer.

‘“There are plenty of professionals who
could go, if they would,” the comedian
emphasized, “and they should be ashamed
that they haven’t already volunteered.
Personally, I feel that I have given up
nothing.”

There are any number of Isolated spots
over there where a live show means so
much that the boys talk about it for
months afterward. However, he warned
that they don’t want hammy legit or
Shakespeare. Gals and comedy is the top
combo recipe.

Queried as to his plans for another CSI
off-shore trek, comic replied that he wants
to go back after a rest.

“T'll go wherever they send me,” he
grinned, ‘“but I've got a special yen to
sing Somny Boy from the balcony of the
Palazzo Venezia.”

Benny and 0oSU 84
Reporis on the
Boys Over There

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—With arrival here
Tuesday (28) of Jack Benny, Winnie Shaw
and Jack Snyder, Offshore Unit 84 of
USO-Camp Shows, Inc., completed a 10-
week trek which carried it thru Central
Africa, Nigeria, Tunisia, Egypt, Persia,
Palestine, Sicily and finally took show-
biz stars for the first time to Italy.
Larry Adler and Anna Lee, remaining
members of troupe who christened them-
selves The Five Jerks to Cairo, are still
overseas. The former is visiting relatives
in 'London, and the latter joins Adolph
Menjou unit in Algiers, Company aver-
aged two hour-and-three-quarters shows
a day and gave over 150 performances
during the 32,000-mile hike.

Misg Shaw, trim in CSI uniform, and
Benny up 15 pounds and looking fitter
than his fiddle, paid particular tribute
to army medics and nurses,

“We played hospitals,” said Benny, *“in
some dirty, dreary spots, but we never
met g nurse who wanted to be anywhere
else. The devotion of those doctors and
zals to their job is one of the greatest
things I've seen in my life.”

Unit managed Italy preemn more or

. less by good luck. Arrived to give show

in North Sicily camp, and found boys
already gone to Boot. They got permis-
sion to fly over and give there.

“We were lucky,” sald Winnie Shaw,
“If we’d made it an hour later, we'd have
missed them. They were on the way
to the battlefield.

A principal point stressed by both in
regard tu ‘the trip was that more units
concentrated in smaller areas are needed.
It is impossible for any group covering a
huge territory to reach all spots. It is a
case of reaching all you can, and some
are necessarily .disappointed. Boys are
getting pix, mostly ancient, with some
recent releases, but are all-out for live
entertainment.

One thing that the tour has accom-
plished, which will be of future advan-
tage for succeeding OSU groups, Benny
believes, is that it has given first~hand
knowledge of spots to be played. Some
places were almost skipped, where there
is g definite call for entertainment. He
also feels that actors signing up for over-
seas camp shows should not be scared
off from the Persian Gulf area,

“It’s not Broadway,” said Benny. “It
was 140 in the shade while we were there,
but it’s one of the places where enter-
talnment is desperately needed.”

The largest audience played to by the
troupe was 30,000 and the smallest 300
at a tiny Central African post. Accord-
ing to Miss Shaw, chief begs of the boys
are for cigarettes, records and radios.

OSU 84 crossed paths with the Miles
Bell, Stubby Kay and Joe May shows
during the 10-week stretch. All are
doing a bang-up job and getting terrific
reception, .

Aside from emsee chiore, monolog and
a sketch with Anna ILee, Benny lugged
his fiddle all over the Middle East.

“I gave ’em everything but The Bee,”
he said, with satisfaction.

“Jane Eyre” Springs

Omaha Season With
$3,300 on 1-Nighter

OMAHA, Oct. 2 —Starring Sylvia Sidney
and Luther Adler, Jane Eyre Tuesday
night (28) opened what promises to be
Omaha’s biggest roadshow season. Filling
all but 40 of the 2,600 seats, it grossed
$3,300 at the Omaha Theater. Prices
ranged from 83 cents to $2.20,

Next on Omaha’s roadshow list will he
the Sig Romberg ork heading for a sell-
out in a two~nighter scheduled October 6
and 7 at the Paramount. Other roads

shows will play the Omaha, a downtown.

house of lesser ¢apacity but better accous=
tics.

Toronto Palace Pier
Lights Up in November

TORONTO, Oct. 2.—Palace Pier here,
almost continuously dark since it first
opened in 1928, will light up at the end
of October for the fall and winter with
a name-band policy. Spot, which has a
capacity of 5,000, will be managed by
Case De Fleming, orchestra.agent here,
and will be booked by Affiliated ’I‘heatrie
cal Offices,

Himber’s Miami Debut

MIAMI, Oct. 2—Richard Himber, who
is doing extremely well at the Flagler
Gardens in his Miami debut, closes Tues=
day (5) and plays a couple of single
engagements and theater dates in
Columbus, O., and Cleveland before open-
ing at the Vogue Terrace, East McKees=
port, Pa., November 1.

| Ellingtoh Sets

10-Yr. Mark in
Philly Concert

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2—It was in the
mid-20s that the sacrosanct portals of
the venerable Academy of Music here
was first initiated with esoteric qualities
of jazz music. In that year it was as
a freak attraction that Paul Whiteman
brought in his “symphonic” dance or-
chestra, featuring the instrumental ver-
satility of Ross Gorman. And not until
Thursday (30) has the podium, exclusive
to Stokowski, Toscanini, Ormandy and
others, been turned over to a jazz music
master. With the dapper Duke Ellington
in the spotlight the staid old walls of the
Academy resouhded rhythmically to a
whirlwind of righteous swing music that
added further evidence to the importance
of his music and musicians as one of
the more significant figures in this
musical age.

Promoted by Reese Dupree, vet race
dance promoter, and under the auspices
of the National Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People, the swing
recital tallied as big at the box office as
it did on the musical and artistic side
of the ledger. The 3,600~seat concert hall
enjoyed an overflowing capacity that
crowded the boxes and wings of the
stage with 4,000 serious and swing- .
minded music fans. It was the biggest
crowd in more than a decade for the
Academy. Establishing a new attendance
record, and with ducats scaled froin
$1.14 to $3.28, total take was $6,177.95.
Dipping into his percentage for the date
Ellington took out $2,700 as his share
for this unprecedented and history-mak-
ing evening.

The concert was made Uup primarily of
the Duke’s own compositions, both old
and new, selected as show-pieces to spot-
light the 'solo responsibilities of his
music makers. Save for three well-re-
ceived excerpts from his Black, Brown
and Beige opus the selections were all
along the popular lines,

As Duke explained, in handling the
concert notes as well as conducting from
his -Steinway position, the program
pieces were selected to provide a well-
paced and tempo-variated evening akin
to a radio broadcast and not on the basis
of musical moods and colors that char-
acterize the stuff-shirted and long -haijred
recitals.

With a Carnegie Hall triumph already
bagged, this concert in the ultra-con=
servative Quaker City confines definitely
establishes Duke Ellington as a concert
name with sure-fire box office potentle
alities.

D’Artega Ork Into Vaude

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.--D’Artega’s new
all-femme ork, fresh from a USO tour,
will bow as a vaude ork with a two-week
date at the Golden Gate, San Francisco,
starting October 14. They will follow
with the Orpheum, Los Angeles, after
which they will head east. William
Morris Office is agenting.

SON OF THE ORIGINAL

Just completed three highly swecessful weeks
at Madison Square Carden, New York, with the

"ICE-CAPADES of 1944"
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Panama, Radio’s 49th State

The Billboard

—_———

Uncle Sam’s $
Spells Profit
To Stations

PANAMA CITY, Panama, Oct. 2—A
brand-new market has come into exist-
ence here. The market is being prepared
for American products by both the Na-
tional ‘and Columbia Broadcasting net
affiliates, while the nets themselves, in
their Latin American operations, are re-
stricted to CIAA and OWI programs,

Business is good for station ops in this
Republic, with retail shortages confined
to radio receivers, tubes and records.
These shortages have hurt to the extent
that the Victor Record dealer refuses to
use the advertising allotment which RCA
has given him for air shows, “What’s
+he use,” says this dealer, “of even talk-
ing about Victor records when we can't
deliver.” Whatever can be obtained in
the way of platters from the States are
sold almost the moment they hit the
shelves of the Panama Radio Company.

20 New Cities

One of thé basic reasons for the growth
of this market can’t be found on any
map. Here on the Pacific side of the
Republic 14 new towns of from 10,000
to 20,000 population have sprung into
being since the war. On the Atlantic
side (city of Colon) six towns have been
born, each with a population of 20,000
or more. - This population is equally di-
vided between English~speaking and na-
tive born who speak both Spanish and a
sort of English. The Americans won't
ever learn to speak Spanish and of the
natives 95 per cent are bi-lingual. The
result is a predominantly English-speak-
ing population who go for typical Ameri-
can broadcasts in abig way.

Add to this great audience’ the half
million Americans working in the Canal
Zone and you have a concentrated buying

market unequaled anywhere in the
world. Things may be cheaper in the
Zone. National brand cigs, for instance,

are seven cents, but they still buy them
in the Republic at full price.

Population of the Republic is estimated
at 800,000 and the Zone at 500,000. When
you add to the latter figure the soldiers
quartered in this area, you have a radio
listening audience which is many times
what it was pre-war and an audience-

-that will be a vital post-war buying fac-

tor when a sizable percentage of it re-
turns to the States.

Radio Biz 1009, Over *42

Radio business is the best it has been
in_the history of local broadcasting. It’s,
up 100 per cent over last year, which was
the best 12 months ether sellers have ever
had. Patent medicines buy a lot of time
and the National Lottery is the No. 1 air
advertiser. Americans are being well
educated to government run lotteries and
they’ll have a lot to say on the subject
when they go back home.

The old familiar pitches are heard
frequently. Colgate-Palmolive, Bristol-
Myers, Kolynos, Carter’s Little Liver
Pills, Alka-Seltzer, Calox, Arid, Tangee,
Johnson’s Wax, Quaker Oats and most.
of Sterling Products trade names, includ-
ing Bayer Aspirin, are regulars. How-
ever, the citizen returning to the U. S. A.
will bring with him a consciousness of
trade names which are unknown .to.the
States despite the fact that they are
the products of American firms.
are names like Hepalina, the John L.
Newkirk competition to Sal-Hepatica; OK
Aspirin, a Bayer competitor, and Three
in One Wax, which is the Johnson Wax
opposition in Latin America.

All radio stations in Panama are bi-
lingual; .they differ only in their per-
centage of -English and Spanish. The
Panama Broadcasting System stations in
Colon, HOC-HP5A (the latter is the™
short-wave outlet) is 40 per gent Eng-
lish speaking and 60 per cent Spanish.
The same operator's stations in this

(See Panama 49th State on page 12)
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tion, interpretation and criticism?

' tion are strictly confidential.

finding out.

Stuffed-Shirt Strategy

OES Actors’ Equity fear that what it is doing in connection with
the proposed merger with AFRA and AGMA cannot stand examina-

tower, protecting itself behind sphinx-like bars of its own manufacture,
and apparently the four A’s, nee Equity, feels that the strains and
stress attendant upon reaching an agreement, if any, as to amalgama-

Best tip-off on this bizarre principle of hush-hush is that Equity
has appointed Alfred Harding, its No. 1 stuffed shirt, to handle distribu-
tion of news-that-isn’t-news concerning the discussions. Via that
modus,cperandi, does Equity hope that what has been the most impor-
tant theatrical craft union development since formation of Screen
Actors’ Guild will fade from the newspapers and trade papers until
such time as the big brains reach a decisicn?
no confidence in the rank and file?

The pious announcement that the boys and girls have “discussed
points that will have to be cleared up before the amalgamation can
go thru” is so much eye-wash. What harm would there be in a play-by-
play description of the discussions which are taking place?

If Equity is proving the stumbling block in the proposed set-up—
and it is no secret that Equity is playing hard to get—the rank and
file should know, and the trade press is committed to the principle of

The veil of silence can mean many things, From this point it looks
like at least one of them, confidentially, it . ..

Last week, Equity sat in an 1vory

Also, does Equity have

These ~

FCC Investigating Committee
Loses Its Chairman; Cox

.

Resigns Under Pressure

ACLU and Washington Post Turn on the Heat

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2.—A determined
and apparently well-organized effort to
have Representative Eugene E. Cox re-
placed as chairman of the Select
Committee investigating the Federal
Communications Commission culminated
Thursday (30) with the congressman’s
resignation from the committee. The
end—which had been sought by persons
both in and out of the radlo industry
who decried Cox’s methods of conduct-
ing the inquiry—came quickly.

Altho Cox resigned issuing a state-
ment denying wrongdoing and protest-
ing that he was leaving the committee
to “restore his independence,” there is
no question but that he stepped out
when the heat was on. The past week
saw events build up quickly, and almost
without warning the Georgia representa-
tive found himself on the hot squat.

Among other things, the charge was
renewed that he had accepted a $2,500
fee for representing WALB, Albany, Ga.,
before the FCC, and Cox found this con-
tention even harder to buck than on
previous occasions. He has been under
constant attack from persons who
charged that he was~trying to settle a
personal grudge against the FCC,

Among the contributions to Cox’s un-
happingss were:

1. Eugene Meyer, publisher of the con-
servative Washington Post, wrote a page-
one editorial urging Speaker Rayburn to
sack Cox as chairman of the committee.

2. The American Civil Liberties Union
placed on the desks of all members of
the House a “Memorial” for fair play and
a supporting memorandum denouncing

Cox’s conduct of the investigation.

3. Representati've Magnusson, a mems-
ber of the committee, stated he was going
to investigate the “pattern” of the hear-
ings which had been held.

What was even more disturbing to Cox
undoubtedly was the turn taken by the
press in general in condemning the in-
vestigation. Where Cox had been able
to get good press treatment before, there
was a decided cooling reflected in tones
of dispatches during the past week.

The Washington Post editorial con-
tained as bitter an indictment of a
Congressional committee as that con-
servative paper ever published. Since

the paper is read by mdny congressmen
and political figures in the Capital, it
carries considerable weight.

Meyer Points Finger
“The Department of Justice has for

many months been considering submis-.

sion to the grand jury of evidence laid
before it by the Federal Communications
Commission to support a criminal charge
against Congressman Eugene E, Cox of
Georgia,” Mr. Meyer wrote. ‘“The charge
is that, in flat violation of the Criminal
Code, Mr. Cox received pay for legal serv-
ices rendered to a private client before
the Federal Communications Commission.
This charge against a congressman must
e one of particular gravity to you as
Speaker of the House. For it implies
an offense which undermines a basic
principle of good government, namely

that the legislator shall not for private .

pay place himself in a position of possible
conflict with public duty.”

Lashing out at the methods employed
by the committee in its investigation of
FCC, Mr. Meyer declared that.“in the
opinion of no qualified and dispassionate
observer has this investigation proven
anything but a mockery of basic Ameri-
can traditions of fair play.”

“It has been a star chamber,” Mr.
Meyer continued, “it hassbeen black with
bias, it has sought to terrorize those who
exposed the chairman’s own corrupt prac-
tices. Mr. Cox has corrupted the high
function of the investigatory power of
Congress. If there was ever ground for
believing that it was right for him in
particular to head an investigation of
the Federal Communications Commission
—what ground is left now?”

ACLU Memo Bitter

Equally bitter in its attack was the
memorandum sent House members by
the American Civil Liberties Union. “The
inquiry so far conducted,” the group
stated, “forces the conclusion that it
was not designed to carry out the will
of the House for a fair and impartial
appraisal of the facts, but was directed
to exploiting a case already prejudged in
the interests of the personal grievances
of the chairman and of powerful forces
determined to discredit governmental

)

WCAU-RKO Set

10G Three Pic
Exploitation

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2—With the
motion picture companies eying radio
exploitation as an increasingly important
avenue of picture promotion, RKO closed/
an unprecedented deal with WCAU here
calling for the station to promcte three
pictures during the 1943-'44 season. And
in return, the picture company guaran-
teed the station a minimum of $10,000
worth of business for the three selected
flickers,

Pact was put in force this past week
for the 50-city premiere -in this territory
of Behind the Rising Sun, RKO_placing
40 spot announcements between Septem-
ber 20 and 29, to the tune of $3,000. For
its end of the deal, WCAU entertained
Margo and Jemes R. Young, associated
with the film, at a cocktail party, doing
an interview broadcast direct from the
festive board. In addition, threze inter-
views with the visiting celebs were
scheduled on regular programs during
the week., Station also gets call letter
mention in the picture advertising. Sta-
tion co-operated with RKO in radio
campaigns last season for Hitler's Chil~-
dren and This Land of Mine, and the
good-will is beginning to pay off.

Wiley Leaves Ill.
Glass Show; CBS

News Policy Reason

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 2.—Fletcher Wiley
has dropped his association with the Home
Town Reporter show, due to the CBS edict
that he follow the network policy in re-
gards to newscasting. Wiley felt that his
type of ad libbing would not fiv the new
format and that consequently his rating
with listeners would suffer. Show moves
to New York this week.

Revamped program, time 4-4:25 p.m.
across the board, and sponscr—Owens
Ilinois—remain the same, has Frank
Parker joining, Wiley off the show, Eleanor
Steber and David Broekman ork remain-
ing, and Walter Cassel, Phil REegan and

Don Pryor being added to the cast. Pryor :

is a newscaster reporting on the home
front for CBS news. . .

AFRA Looking

For Traveling Secs

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—AFRA is in tha
market for a couple of executive secre-
taries, and having trouble getting prod-
uct. Jobs are part of the new AFRA plan
to use traveling secs to service small locals
that cannot afford full-time paid execu-
tive, yet do need their services and guid-
ance from time to time.

Modus operandi calls for a regional
set-up, with each man respcnsible for
locals in’ his territory. With the “circuit
judge” technique the execs can provide
better coverage.

AFRA wants to avoid havirg to rush
reps across country to’handle local situa~
tions. This has happened so often in the
past. Thus, in an emergency they have
had to yank a man off'an unfinished as-
signment and rush him into a new and
ofttime crucial location without undue
benefit to either problem.

At the moment, one man, Leonard
Lyons, is on the job. But there are im-
mediate vacancies for“two more.

regulation of radio.”

Cox announced his resignation after
conferring with Speaker Rayburn and
other Congressional colleagues. No suc-
cessor to the chairmanship of the com-
mittee was named immediately, but it
was learned on good authority that none
of the present members would be given
the post.

e
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NBC Station Affiliates Board
Huddles on CC&HHPlugs, Ad

Promotion and News Policies

NEW YORK, Oct, 2.—The NBC Station
Affiliate Flanning Board met this week
ito discuss commercial programing, pro=
gram promotion and long-term NBC sta-
tion operating policy. Meeting was held
under joint chairmanship of James D.
Shouse, of WLW, and Niles Trammell,
NBC prexy.

No statement was released by the
board but the day and a half of policy
debate turned wupon the problems of
cow~catcher and hitch-hike announce-
ments, advertising and promotional pol-
icy and NBC’s fufure stand on news
broadcasts.

' NBC’s stand on the subject of out-of-
program commercials has been that
where they have been permitted in the
past, it was by special dispensation and
that NBC has never rescinded its funda-
mental rules of one product per program
and self contained commercial broad-
casts. As one station man who attended
the meet put it, “When NBC feels the
time is ripe to enforce its rules on no
precedes or tags, it will notify agencies

. and sponsors accordingly. We expect
that it will do so long before the 12-
month period set by CBS for the end
of its nuisance.”

No future policy of consumer program
advertising was announced, but a frank
discussion did take place on the theme
that continued advertising of programs
by networks and stations might build a
costly monster that could never be

dropped and that “every advertiser will
want to know ‘why isn’t my program re-
ceiving the same amount of advertising
X's show is getting.”

Only one logical solution was ad-
vanced. This was that a stand could be
taken that only programs with top
Crossley or Hooper ratings would be giv-
en ad plugs. This, stated a network rep-
resentative at the meeting, might be an
added incentive for agencies and spon-
sors to fight for that extra CAB point,
for the good of the entire network,

Passing mention was made of editorial
control over newsmen, with a statement
that NBC control over its programs was
such that everyone knew just how far he
could go and there was no reason to
publicly state a policy which up to now
hasn’'t “even caused the FCC to have a
file on the subject.”

The huddle ended on the note that
business would hit a peak in 1943-'44,
at which time there would be *no time
left to sell.” The job of the nets at that
time will be to increase the number of
listeners per program “since we can’t in-
crease the 24 hours in g day.”

All key NBC execs attended the meet-
ing. NBC affiliate stations represented
were WTIC (Paul Morency), WIS (G. R.
Shafto), KSTP (S. E. Hubbard), KARK
(G. B. Zimmerman), KDYL (8. S. Fox)
and KGW (A. X. Pangborn). Most of
them went home ¢cunting their fall sea.
son’s profits.

Too Short for a Head

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—Milton Berle talking new comedy series with
Blue. . . . Funnyman Benchley almost proved too hot for Gertie

Lawrence cast. Humorist broke up dress rehearsal with Vitamin routine
so Charlie Martin called a preview to see if audience could take it. . . .
Gene Hamilton will announce Boston Symph, . . Chester Stratton
leaps from Hop Harrigan for Conneciicut Yankee legiter, opening to be
filled thru auditions. Ted Husing drops Quote Ted Husing October 5.

Roger Kay, the Cairo Kid, removed his genius from Blue Production
offices. Is now dreaming up ideas in his Greenwich Village oasis, . . .
Manhunt is the titl= of a forthcoming open-end e. t. package by Fred-
erick Ziv. . . . Melchor Ferrer out of NBC .production offices for six
months’ rest cure on the Coast. . . . John Cornell, formerly of WLW,
Cincinnati, to join CBS announcer’s staff October 4.

Dream Alley was the new NBC baby on the audition sheets last
week. Format is a drama-music blend built on story of Big Town
cleffers. Scripters Doris Fisher, Allen Roberts and Barry Lawrence
double on tunes for the show. . . . Len Doyle back from moose-hunt«
Ing in Canada to resume Mr. D. 4. and start a legit spot in Cliff Hey-
man’s You Take the High Road. . . . C. T. Lucy, general manager of
WRVA, was elected chairman of CBS affiliate advisory board. . . .
Blind Date to Blue instead of CBS, . . . With an eye on television enter-
prising spielers of the Blue hung the following sign over the door of
the announcer’s lounge: “Thru these portals pass theemost beautiful
announcers in the world.”

' HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 2—Ieo Cleary and Kenny Gillum together

after a four-year separation. Whipping up new com show. . . . Pab
Campbell, former head of World Broadcasting here, joins Don Lee webk
as executive public relations man. . ., ., John Norton, station relations
manager for the Blue, heading home. .. . Frank Bull is back in his old
role of sportscasting. First assignment was USC-UCLA football game.
. . « John Scott Trotter taking his first vacation in seven years m
home town, Charlotte, N. C. . ., . Edgar Bergen packs up Charlie Mc-
Carthy for a three-week jaunt to New York, where show will originate.
« « « Ranald MacDougall, scripter on Passport for Adams, in New York.
« + + Norman Corwin, producer, will also handle the writing, . . . Jack
Joy, former musical director for Don Lee net, has resigned government
Job as music contact man. Joy is due back in town sometime nexé
month, . . . Donald W, Thornburgh, CBS Coast prexy, and Edwin
Buckalew, station relations man, are San Francisco bound for confab
with northern station chiefs. . . . Sam Taylor steps into new role as
radio relations man for Warner Brothers,

CHICAGO, Oct, 2.—Lee Gillette new musical director at WJJD, vice
Kennedy Nelson, called by Uncle Sam. . . . Jane Rice, with Russell M.
Seeds Company for seven years and recently on staff of WIDA, Madison,
Wis., back with Seeds as assistant to Harry Maus, copy ed. . . . Paul
Prokes moves from WGN to WIND, Gary, Ind., as engineer. . . . King
Arthur's GQourt in 1943 replacing Forty Chicagoeans on WBBM-CBS
Wednesday (6). . . . Frank Finney, who saw service in the North Africa
campaign, back to WBBM as engineer following discharge from. the
army. . . . Shep Chartoc, WBBM exec, back from a pheasant hunting
jaunt in South Dakota. . . . Whitey (Duke of Paducah) Ford has inked
a five-year contract as emsee of the Prince Albert Grand Ole Opry. . . ,
People Are Funny, B. & W. show plugging Wings cigarettes, goes full
NBC network (126 stations) October 15.

\
|

“The Ceaseless Improvements
in Wireless... Applied to
the Arts of Peace...”

In these words Prime Minister Winston Churchill, addressing’
the House of Commons, referred to the role of the radio industry-
in the peace which is to come.

Television will be one of the greatest industries to emerge from"'
the present conflict—one which will almost certainly parallel the |
expansion of radio after the First World War.

For many years the Allen B. DuMont Laboratories have pioneered ?‘
in both the broadcasting and the reception phases of television.
Today DuMont’s station W2XWV in New York City is operating
more days each week than any other station in this area.

DuMont's present efforts are dedicated to furthering the practical
and technical experience of advertisers, advertising agencies and
talent in this great new field of television.

ALLEN B. DuUMONT LABORATORIES, INC.
s15 MADISON AVENUE, NEW YORK, N. Y.

@ Fhowo by Karsh from British Combing

.
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'ANALYSTS ANALYZE CBS POLICY

‘Censorsvhip Is
Necessary, Says
Sydney Moseley

« By SYDNEY MOSELEY
‘ (MBS)

NEW YORK, OQct. 2-~Censorship of
the spoken and written word in wartime
is as necessaty as cehsdrship of action.
We can’t go where we like; we are taken
where our war léadeids want us to go,
anid we do almost what they want us to
de towards the war effort. I cannot sée
why our léadérs inh wartime—-whom we
hdve appéinted undér a demoeratic sys-
tem—should not exercise contrel over
broadcasting stationis, and that in turn

broadcasting staticns sheuld not éxereise.

their responsgipility for what is said over
theé air. In wartiine, 1 Pepéat.

In peacetimhe 1 have fought with the
beést of them for full fréedont. As a
youth I fought the great powers in
Egypt, including the great Lérd Kitch-
ener arid the Egyptisn government, who
wished to influende my views-as an
editor regardihg the arrest 6f Russlan
réfugees. - The first béck I ever wrote
was suppressed becduse I had béén too
open. I remained peniiless and without
the promised cushy job which was mine
if I had submitt®d to censership.

But that was in peacétlme. This is
war. Most of us knotw it. Probably ever
90 per cent of thosé on the alr don’t ridéd
to be reminded. A féew do. The big fel-
lows especially are résponsible and wise,
recognizing that, when théy tell their
listeners where their dutiés lie, they
themselves have a duty to perférm in a
wholehearted effort to win the wai.

The best kifid of censorship is self-
censorship. And since censorship is a
matter of degree, I would say that no
other rules are necessary except the sime-
ple one—that what you say or do helps
the war effort. Political prejudices, per-
sonal hatreds must be forgotten, but the
boys who are fighting this war as a
disciplined army should be remembered.
There is no reason why we shouldn’t be
disciplined on the home front.

In these views I express my personal
opinion because I always express my per-
sonal opinion. But if my personal opin-
ions gave aid and comfort to the enemy
I should expect the network or my spon-
sor to throw me off the airi If sponsors
buy the services of men who betray the
cause of unity they should be barred. If
I said some of the things that I have
heard over the air under the protection
of freedom of speech, I should expect to
be thrown into jail; as indeed one or
two men have, without exciting much
public eomment. The reason for this is
that they were Germans. :

If T were the owner of a radio-station
I would give the all-clear to men who
understand what we are fighting for and
let them go the limit—in attacking
policies and persons whom we Know
are not behind the war effort, are not
behind our war leaders. But there are a

ated” news on the ailr, a subject

against ‘“slanted,” “personal

Walter Winchell (Blue) meantime

In an identical letter sent to the

worfk which airs them.
invite executives and managers of

to the publie via their facilities,
Billboard will use as many letters

‘Statements of Leadihg
Analysts on “Opinionated” News

The Billboard has asked th;é major commentators-analysts-news-
casters of the four national networks to express themselves on “opinion-

System thru its director of news broadcasts, Paul White.
opinion,”
analyst Cecil Brown, former war correspondent, resigned from the net-
work after a heated exchange with White. H. V. Kaltenborn (NBC) and

spot on the air was given to Bill Henry,

In the interest of fairness, Kaltenborn, Winchell and Henry were
not invited to participate in The Billboard’s symposium. Also not in-
vited was Drew Pearson, whose controversy with the Blue, anent cen-
sorship, is as well known as that network’s fracas with Winchell.

radio, The Billboarg asked the commentators to state whether they are
giving their peérsonal opinions or whether they are speaking for the net-
‘Their answers to this, perhaps the most im- -
portant subjéct in radio today, appear on this page.

are directly concerned with the kind of news and views that go out

aroused by Columbia Broadcasting
CBS is

commentary-analysis. CBS

blasted Columbia’s stand. Brown’s

major molders of opinion 'via the

We particularly
radio stations and any others who
to voice their own opinion. The
as space will permit.

Upton Close
Gives 7-Point
Plan for Air

few I would put off the air tomorrow be-
cause éither in théir foolishness or
knavéry théy aré causing confusion,
disunity and mischief They have no
right to the unhampered privileges of the
aif during a war for life and liberty.

No Conflict With

CBS Policy Says
Quincy Howe
Will Sponsor Buy Opinions?

By QUINCY HOWE
(CBS)

NEW ¥ORK, Oct. 2—The application
of Columbia’s news policy to my work
has not conflicted with the code of ethics
of the Association of Radio News Ana-
Iysts, which calls for non-sensational
treatment of the news, painstaking ac-
curacy, sound judgment and good taste,
and opposes censorship.

In my personal opinion, OBS made a
mistake in trying to define publicly a
policy it has followed without change
during my 17 months with CBS World
News. The public statement stressed
neutrality and objectivity. I believe no
radio newsman achleves either of these.
In practice, however, CBS stresses accur-
racy, taste and judgment, and avoids
sensationalism. These are highly sub-
jective, personal values. Because my
definitions of them seem to conform with
those of the CES newsroom, I have en-
countered no censorship there.

I agree with Chairman Fly of the FCC
that the chief threat to free expression

opportunity. R

“Right To Opinion Over Mike, Cracker
'Barrel or in Print”--Baukhage

By H. R. BAUKHAGE
(Blue)

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2—It is incredible to me that anyone should
try t6 rewrite American dectrine on the subject of freé speech or ftry to
revise the ordinary rules concerning news values. I consider that I have
a rightt to my opinions and the fight to express them, over a micro-
phone, off the top of a cracker barrel or in print, if I have the

My first job is to report the fa¢ts as I find thém. But I also expect
t6 be permitted to give my listeners and readers my opinions, labeled
as my opinions, along with my reporting, in the proportion that I think
they want them. Such opidions as I do give will be my own opinions

< .and not those of any solicitous ax-grinder.
- Furthermoére, I.might say that this statement is my own personal
opinién and that the Blue Network has never attempted to interfere in
a1y way with my freedom of expression. : .

of opinion on news programs comes from
sponsors who will tend to buy the
opinions they prefer. I believe Mr. Fly
is on the right track when he suggests
that no news program should have a
commercial sponsor, tho I think he goes
too far and that the ruling should apply
only to interpretive analytical comment
where there is more '‘judgment than news.

I think CBS is tryihg to avoid this
drastic solution by striving for.neutral-
ity; I wish it had lald the emphasis on
the integrity rather than the neutrality
of the analyst, because that is what it
does in actual practice so far as I have
been able to observe,

EDITOR'S NOTE: Howe’s Policing the
Ccommentetors, giving a detailed view of
the subject, will appear in the Novem-
ber Atlantic Monthly.

Vandercook
Says It’s Up

To Listeners

- NEW -YORK, Oct. 2.—Following are
highlights of address by John W. Vander-
cook, NBC and Blue Network analyst, on
CBS “People’s Platform” program Satur-
day (25) in which he participated with
Lyman Bryson, CBS director of educa-

View Taboo Is
““Undesirable”

- Ray Clapper

By RAYMOND CLAPPER

(MBS)
WASHINGTON, Oc¢t. 2.—T think ~

Columbia’s taboé is highly un-
desirable and totally out of keep-
ing with democratic freedom of
discussion. If a comrhentator
can’t ke trusted to exercise good
judgment and discretion, he
ought to be fired as inadequate.
Discussion of background, analy-
sis of events and attempts to
chart direction of things to come
are all a necessary service to the
public in these complicated
times. To do that without ex-
pressing an opinion is an impos-
sibility, yet that is what Columbia
is asking commentators to do.
Logical carrying out of Colum-
bia’s policy is to read press asso-
clation news straight and permit
nothing else,

By UPTON CLOSE
(NBC and MBS)

LOS ANGELES, Oct. 2~—The Billboard’s
etfort to clarify the situation and to pre-
serve the respect of public and press for
radio is a great service to American
democracy. In my opinion, adherence
to a few fundamentals would solve radio
newsroom difficulties:

1. The public wants opinion on the

air and the more wishy-washy radio gets, -

the less will be worth its time, relatively,
to the advertiser,

2. If radio is to have commentators it
must let them comment and state their
opinion or it is nothing. But opiiion
must bé responsible and soundly based
and not offensivély dogrhatic.

3. The puklic must not be told that
radio is hot giving them opinions be=
cause the public laughs at obvious hypo-
crigy. The public must be fold that
radio gives only considered opinions
based on background and integrity and
with which the public may agree or dis-
agree.

4. Radio must clarify to the public and
to commentators whether the commenta-
tors are working for radio exccutives or
for the advertiser who leages radio’s fa-
cilities. As to the former, radio is &
publisher entitled to set up publishing
policy, and as to the latter, merely a
printer with no responsibility outside of
naming price and declining libel, sedition
and pornography. .

5. A commentator should be treated as
a chief editorial writer is on a high-class
newspaper and should be chosen by net-
work and station for the same qualifica-
tion, plus voice. Omnce chogen, the com=
merntator should be trusted until proved
irresponsible. '

6. Tried and tested men should be
trusteéd. to cover emergencies extemipo=
raneously.

7. Bditorship of highest quality should

be previded rather than censorship.

In this statement I speak purely for
myself out of happy relations with two
great networks.

tion, chairman; Morris Ernst, aitorney for
American Newspaper Guild; Paul White,
CBS director of news broadcasts, and
Sidney Kaye, executive vice-president of
BMI and at one time counsel for CBS and
National Association of Broadcasters.

“Columbia infers (in its policy of pro-
hibiting expression of personal opinion)
that it is competent to judge what is
fact and what is opinion. That's an
extraordinary assertion. Man has been
seeking to distinguish between truth and
untruth ever since he begar to walk.
Only self-appointed censors and only
those of a dictatorial trend of mind have
ever been so vain as to claim that they
could make that fine distinction.

“I will not deny that CBS has an en-
tirely benevolent intention, put since his«
tory began all those who have sought to
impose their will or their definitions of
truth upon other minds have always be=
gun at least with the assertion that
their purpose was benevolent.

“They are merely taking upon theni-
selves, they say, the high duty of decid-
ing -for the good of the people what
the people shall read or hear. Invariably
that program, whether imposed by gov-
ernment, by organized group of private
interests or a single corporation, has
ended in failure and disaster.

“We, too '(commentators) seek to tell
(See Up to Listeners on opposite page)

Cherry Tree Caution

L.OS ANGELES, Oct. 2.—Thank
you, but this is one fight I should
préfer to stay out of-—RUPERT
HUGHES (NBC).

R
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Detroit As
Number One
Post-War

(Continued from page 3)
conditioning units, pre-fabricated houses,
speedboats, etc., and rewspapers and
magazines are preparing elaborate ad
campaigns and layouts, radio can get the
product-starved public so steamed up
that it will have its buying tongue hang-
ing out.

The picture of Detroit in the post-war
World War II is very different from that
of 1818. In the latter era auto com-
banies had to start from scratch, having
destroyed their dies and machinery when
they went irito war production. This time
they have kept all machinery for 1942
models under grease, and the common
belief is that they can switch back into
consumer production as swiftly as they
changed to war production; roughly in
eight weeks from the time they get the
Washington green light. People in the
trade realize that the sign of prosperity,
after the war as before, is a shining new
car and that, again unlike the last post-
war era, the buying public has money
stacked away in bonds and banks only
waiting the chance to spend it. Thus
each war day consumer demand and the
ability to buy increases, and Detroit's
selling potential steadily climbing.

Nets Recognize Job

The nets recognize the immensity of
this post-war task in Detroit.” After sev-
eral years without a sales promotion exee
there, CBS has shipped a special man to
Detroit. The Blue has two reps in the
city and Mutual has just appointed an
ambassador who will concentrate on De-
troéit out of its Chi office. NBC is
watching the scene from a longer dis-
tatice, with a visiting rep making fre-
quént trips to Detroit and others watch-
ing ffom WTAM, owned and operated
outlet in Cleveland.

After the war the auto industry will
continue to be the major revenue source
in Detroit for radio. The pre-war motor
ad budget was approximately $75,000,000;
one-third of which went t6 the nets. In
the post-war period, with doubled pro-
duction facilities and the resultant
necessity of moving twice the volume of
constumer gooeds, Detroit will presumably
double its appropriations. Figures for 1939
show the size of the automotive field in
relation to other industries. In that year
car production figures, including car
parts, totaled $3,500,000,000 as compared
with steel products $2,200,000,000 and
petroleum products $1,800,000,000, both
dependent to a considerable extent upon
the auto igdus’cry.

Giants Take No Chances

The three auto gilants are taking no
chances and have Jblocks of regular air
time, ostensibly to keep their names he-
fore the public but actually to keep
this time available for direct advertising
come the day. Ford has a 15-minute
newscast, Watch the World Go By, Sun-
days on the Blue. Chrysler continues
with the Major Bowes half-hour Thurse
day on CBS. GM has the NBC symphony
(a,recent purchase) for an hour Sundays,
and Chevrolet, in pre-war days an ace
national and spot advertiser, still has its.
dealer institutional program with John
B. Kennedy for 15 minutes twice a week
on CBS. Such time is considered vital
since the nets are booked selid, with only
fringe tirme available. Some in the trade
see this as a tremendous opportunity for
Mutual and the Blue who will have time
available for the smaller auto companies,
Then, too, they forsee the use of spot
e. t.’s, which are once again available.

Autos are not Detroit’s only consumer
product, it has numerous other products
with high general appeal. Many of them

ESTABLISHED 1888
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know where I stand.”

it didn’t last.
fired.”

without a brief case.”

any post.”

how to keep clean.
“I'm am not a presstitute.”

Opinionated Overseas 'Luncheoners
Sound Off on Opinionated News

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—As might be expected of a gathering of crack
newsmen and news-makers the Overseas Press Club luncheon this week
(27) convened to hear radio newsmen give thelr angles on the COBS
“opinionated” news controversy, spewed a flock of fleet and flip remarks.

Johannes Steel, guest chairman, started the ball rolling when he
referred to the assembled radio commentators—on the dias were Bob
Trout, Cecil Brown, Bill Shirer, Drew Pearson, Walter Winchell and, of
course, himself—as “les infants terrible altho some of us are over 38.”

Talking about the entire censorship situation, Steel said, “Bagsically
the trouble is that we don’t know what the hell is going on.”

As to where he stands on the situation, he said, “I have given
enough sponsors and radio stations enough headaches for everyone to

After Cecil Brown had finished with his “I am against Fascism”
routine Steel told about how during the days when Mussolini was in
hiding, after being dropped as premier, there was hot rumor going
around Washington that Mussolini was working for the OWI. “However,
Someone found out about his liberal past and he was

Drew Pearson, in thanking Steel for his introduction, said “Wash-
ington can’t figure Steel out. Every time he comes to town he comes

Steel had his own solution for the problem of censoring commenta-
tors, “The management of networks should be put into the hands of
local station managers.” Obviously referring to WMCA, local indie outlet,
whereon he broadcasts, He continued, “I have a good time, I have no
problems and, of course, I don’t make as much money.”

Winchell started his talk by telling about the feuds of newspapers
of old and about how the old New York Post had once written an edi-~

. torial calling the old New York Sun a yellow dog. To which The Sun
replied, editorially, “The attitude of The Sun will be that of any dog to

Winchell, “I'm in hot water all the time but its the only way I _know

H. V. Kaltenborn, summing up from the floor, pald tribute to the
“absolute neutral chairman for his vigorous opinions.” '
And then there was the guy from Editor & Publisher, pompous
newspaper trade mag, who signed the guest register thusly, “Not a guest,

paid for my own luncheon to cover this assignment.”
It was that kind of a luncheon!

haven’t advertised nationally on the air
so far or have allowed their pitches to
lapse for the duration. Their potential,
however, is enormous. With all signs
pointing to a tremendous upswing in
civil aviation after the war Detroit is
making plans to keep in the van of
aviation and to have the big say in the
ad placing, even tho the planes are built
elsewhere, since Detroit firms own many
plane-making subsidiaries.

Detroit’s production genius, its ability
to distribute at a profit and its acknowl-
edged leadership in creating and satis=
fying consumer demand indicate that
radio advertising will revolve around the
city that first put the nation on wheels
~—when theé Four Horsemen stable their
nags.

WWJ Give-Away
Pitch Has Det.
Radio Guessing

DETROIT, Oct. 2—Opening of a tele-
phone giveaway program on WWJ re-
cently has other local stations in a
dither, WWJ, owned and operated by
Detroit News, long heen recognized as a
“prestige station;” mnever before used
such a program.

Show is Homemuakers® Treasure Chest,
running Monday thru Friday, with altér-
nating sponsors featured each day.

Pitch is an a.m. airing, where this sta-
tion has been admittedly weak, and is
frankly designed to build listener vol-
ume. Only cther station now using the
telephone shows is WXYZ.

Automat Scalper

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2.—After
running 13 years of Sundays for
the same sponsor, Horn &
Hardart Restaurants, Stan Lee
Broza, WCAU program chief, is .
now convinced that his Chil-
dren’s Hour program has finally
arrived. Since its inception,
about a quarter-million free ad-
missions have been given out, but
last week, the Conway Ticket Of-
fice, town’s commercial brokers
for show ducats, called up the
station and ordered four tickets
for the kiddies show.

Metopera Johnson

Named CBC Boss

Holds ’43-45 Opera Contract

TORONTO, Oct. 2.—Canadian Broad-
casting Corporation’s board of directors
this week named Edward Johnson, Ca-
nadian-born general manager of New
York’s Metropolitan Opera Company, to
succeed Rev. J. S. Thomson as general
manager of CBC. Move was unahimous
but no formal invitation to serve has been
sent to Johnson.

(Queried in New York, Johnson denied
the report, pointing out that he has heard
nothing official as yet, and that, anyway,
he has a contract until 1945 with the Met,
that the new season is about to open and
that it would be impossible for him to
accept.)

Dr. Thomson, retiring general manager,
whose term expires November 2, plans to
resume his post as prexy of University of
Saskatchewan.

UP TO LISTENERS

{Continued from opposite page)
the truth ... each of us . .. out of ex-
perience . . . personal knowledge . . .
constant study of all available opinion
. out of all available so-called facts
. seeks to tell listeners that truth as
he sees it his own way. .

“We do not all agree among ourselves.
.. . It would be dangerous if we did, for
(then) you would be listening to.organ=-
ized opinion of-a group, just as OBS, if
it insists upon carrying present policy
(to its logical conclusion’ would have
you listening to the collective judg-
ment of Columbia executives who con-
trol the news policles of this corporation.

“We news analysts insist upon our
right to speak as individuals to the
American people as individuals.

“We think it is for the listener to de-

Paid Gossip Cols

Replace Cuffo
Puffosin TwinC.

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 2.—Attempting to
fili the void brought about by nixing of
radio columnsg in the Twin City Sunday
papers, with practically all radio news,
excepting’ spot neWws breaks, outside look-
ing in, several stations have taken steps

to present their news thru other means.

WCCO-CBS uses its 12-inch reciprocal
box in The Sunday Tribune to run On
the Air With Johnny Dare. Written by
Sam Kaufman, station publicity chief,
the column also carries items of other
stations and networks. Kaufman claims
response to the column,’ thought by many
readers to be the substitute for George
Grim’s old radio page in The Tribune,
has been tremendous.

A similar idea has been adopted by
Jerry Fischbein, promotion chief of indie
WDGY. Once a week Fischbein uses the
station’s advertising box in The Daily
Times for a news column about WDGY.
His prattle is exclusively WDGY material,

Sam Levitan at KSTP-NBC, while stay-
ing out of the metropolitan field, writes
a column, “Around Radio Row,” dis-
tributed free to 70 weekly newspapers
in the State. WTCN-Blue in almost every

_issue of his column plugs all stations

and this gives the pillar an air of im-
partiality.

Last week, following slashing of St.
Paul Pioneer Press Sundajy radio page,
WCCO sold Minneapolis Shopping News
on taking a free radio column, Of Mikes
and Men, by Stephen Kay, nee Kaufman.
Column is not confined to WCCO; first
offering carried KSTP, WCGO and WTCN
material. Deal is for the Shopping News
to print the column whenever space is
available. In addition to eolumn, two-
column pic of radio personality also pub-
lished.

Tinney Can’t Talk
Back; He’s in Army

PHILADELPHIA, Oct, 2—Confirming
the report carried first in The Billboard
(September 18 issue), Cal Tinney, whose
Sizin’ Up the News commentary was
sponsored until recently by Bayuk Cigars,
Inc, on Mutual, reported for duty Mon=
day (27} as a buck private in the Army
Air Forces. Married, 35, and the father
of four children, Tinney recently waived
his 3-A classification so he could be
inducted,

Tinney explained he expects his serv-~
ice in the air forces to be only tem-
porary, figuring on being assigned to
service in the Far East in what is known
as “psychological warfare.” Tinney
worked his way around the world after
leaving high school, and worked on news-
bapers in China and Japan and picked
up some of the language.

“Make it clear I've enlisted for active
duty,” he said. “I don't want anybody
to get the idea I'm just going to do 2
broadcast from San Francisco. Of
course, If I'm assigned to do something
like that T'll do it, but I'm expecting to
see real action.”

After tiffing with Ivey & Fllington
agency here, handling the Bayuk ac-
count, over salary differences, Tinney
was set to highlight a variety show of
his own on the Blue Network, with
Campbell Soups reportedly interested in
buying the show.

cide what he shall choose to hear (and)
that choice can only be made at point
of outlet in radio and not at point of
origin,

“We believe in each citizen’s liberty
to agree with us or not . .. In his right
to listen or tune us out. We do not think
that the decision of what and whom you
can hear can be made by anyone but
the individual himself.”

Keystone Ticket Co.
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Gertrude Lawrence
10:30-11

Reviewed Thursday, p.m.

Style—Variety. Sponsor—Revion Nail-
polish. Agency—William Weintraub.
Station—W)}Z (New York}) and Blue
Network.

Where legit names, especially gals like

* Gertrude Lawrence, are concerned spons

sors might do well to cop a trick from
legit and have a.couple of special per-
formances before opening. Program is
supposed to star Gertrude Lawrence but
she was obviously so nervous even Frank
Gallop fluffed. It was a lucky booking
for everyone concerned that Bob Bench-
ley was on hand to carry the show.

He carried the load until Lawrence
got over the jitters. By then it was about
10:55 and his show, not hers. Not until
she got halfway thru Jenny, from Lady
in the Dark, did Gertie hit her stride.

If program sticks to this format the
star of legit should split her salary with
Benchley. He does more and does it
better. Could be that Charley Martin,
producer of the program, purposely gave
Benchley the highball in an attempt to
carry Lawrence over the hump. Isn’t a
star supposed to carry the ball?

Show opened cold with a knock on
door and voice of a maid set the scene
as Miss Lawrence’s dressing room. Same
routine was used to bring everyone before
the mike. Okay but not new.

Benchley was in first, got off some
quips about opening night Jjitters,
jaunted with Ray Milland who entered
next, and then the trio beat the drums
for Moss Hart. This set the stage for
some brittle comedy with Hart, ballyed
as a quipster, mouthing stale lines.

Then Chucho Martinez popped in to
sing a samba, set to a slow rhythm, and
popped right out again. He’s tops buf
lost in this shuffle.

One of the- few smart bits was the
Revion commercial. Gallop knocked,
entered, introduced himself and started
to spiel only to have Benchley interrupt
with, “You're a little too close to the
mike. Step back just a bit.” Three times
they went thru this routine with Gallop
starting his pitch each time; then the
door slammed and instead of one prod-
uct-identification the audience had taken
three.

Benchley followed with a sock comedy
routine anent vitamins and it was 10:45.

Finally came the much-plugged piece de-

resistance, a condensation of Lady in the
Dark with Lawrence playing*the role she
created in legit and Ray Milland in the
part he did for the film version. =~

It was a confusing hodge-podge that
meant nothing until Miss Lawrence sang
Jenny. Then and then only did she
sparkle, possibly because she was able to
work instead of just read lines. Only
part in the play that got any audience
reaction was the photographer; this bit
was played with a touch of the swish

, and got laughs.

Better than the original was Benchley’s
burlesque of Lady in the Dark. This was
clear buffoonery in typical BB fashion
and the cast that was a dud in the pre-
ceding version clicked. One fine bit in
this sequence was the takeoff of a pepsi
jingle.

With The March of Time and Suspense
for. opposition. the bankroller of this
setto—reported to cost $10,500 exclusive
of time--—can’t be very happy, which may
be the reason the Messrs. Revlon are
mulling moving the show to Sunday at
10 pm. in the time being vacated by
Goodwill Hour. There the opposition will
be Take It or Leave It and Hour of
Charm. This is a little better but then
every little bit helps. Lou Frankel.

“Your Dubonnet Date”

Reviewed Saturday, -11-11:30 p.m.
Sponsor — Dubonnet
Corporation (Schenley Corp.). Agency
—William H. Weintraub & Company.
Station—W]JZ (New York) and Blue
Network.

Musically this is a typical Cugat con-
coction of commercial Latin tunes and
Latinized pops tailored fo taste. As leng
as the program sticks to the music it
moves smoothly and slickly; but it limps
on the intervening comedy moments
with Cugat and Singer Lina Romay help-
ing out plugger Bill Pennell. 'The
comedy note, pitched on Pennell’s in-
fatuation with Lina, leads to some

. pretty stilted and corny moments which

the ork and vocal numbers have to
cover.. Cugat doesn’t make any too-good
a showing due to a weak script.

*Opener is the familiar Cugat theme

PROGRAM REVIEWS

EWT Unless Otherwise Indicated

followed by the Latin pop Bim Bam
Bum, with Lina Romay taking the
vocals. A choral and ork offering of
All the Things You Are leads into Lina’s
second number a medley of Mama eu
Chiero and Aurora, which she polishes
off neatly. The Song of the Week, Sun-
day, Monday or Always, brings bary
Don Rodney to the mike for his main
solo. The musical Recipe of the Week
paves the way for one of -Cugat's Latin
specials I Am in Love and a rumba ver-
sion of the Kashmiri Song. The program
closes on a flashy samba.

Sprinkled thruout this rumba-fest are
plugs, including the Recipe of the Week,
with an ork background.

The comedy dialog badly needs a script
doctor. Program should go with Cugat
fans who like south o’ the border beats
in their music. Frank Gill.

“ Kate Smith

Reviewed Friday,,8-8:55 p.m. Style—
Variety. Sponsor—:General Fbods (Jello,
Jello Pudding, Sanka Coffee). Agency
—Young & Rubicam. Station—WABC
(New York) and CBS.

Kate Smith came back at last; back
from a summer vacation, back from ‘years
of an unsatisfactory half-hour session,
back with the crackerjack hour show of
yore. (Actually it’s 5 minutes) and back
with a perfect example of how a star
show should be produced.

Last year the half-hour version worked
light, since it traveled around the camp
circuit. Before that they had a choral
octet. This year they have the Southern-
aires to handle the chorals and spell Kate,
Henny Youngman, Jack Miller's ork, Ted
Collins and, of course, a guest star and a
couple of legit or film names in a dramatic
skit.

So it was actually the old show. But
this year it has pace and quality and a
star that never sounded better. Kate did
five tunes ranging from pop hits like I
Heard You Cried Last Night and People
Will Say‘*We’re in Love from Oklahoma,
to the sock oldie, Music, Maestro, Please,
and so far as the audience and this re-
viewer are concerned she can sing a Pepsi
jingle and it’ll sound good. Her voice
was full and mellow, sweet and simple.
Mebbe it was the vacation or the sub-
conscious pleasure at being back on the
hour format, but whatever the cause, this
was the golden voiced gal that brought
the moon over the mountain.

On par with her singing was Jack
Miller’s musical support. Not once did
the music overstep its bounds. It was
always in support, but perfectly so, and
for every performer on the bill. To this
show Jack Miller is as important as Lou
Forman was in the days in the pit at the
Palace.

Along with the Southernaires, who did
a smooth chore on two’ spirituals, there
was one other new thing on the show.
That was a new Henny Youngman. In-
stead of the old, and by now familiar,
flatfoot solo delivery, the program has this
year given Youngman a coterie of stooges.

He was on next to closing, perfect spot-
ting, Iincidentally, and worked in a loose
fitting cloak of situation comedy. In-
stead of sounding like g carbon copy of
Milton Berle, the business of a;situation,
he had just bought a hotel, got him into
a comparatively fresh pattern that served
to bring the stooges on as feeders. His
comedy is the same but now Youngman
doesn’t do his own stralght, and so sounds
better. He may not wow the- Broadway

mob but he will wallop the paying cus-
tomers.

Hoagy Carmichael was the guest star
and, on early in the show, kept things
moving with a good vocal of Music Mas-
ter, ohe of his oldies, then cued Kate into
Stardust.

Elizabeth Bergner and Victor Jory han-
dled the drama department with "a
sequence from their legiter, The Two Mrs.
Carrolls. This was the only weak spot
on the show. Jory projected well bub
Miss Bergner was unable to get across
the tricks and mannerisms that are her
forte in legit, She lacked mike savvy
and didn’t come over until the final dra-
matic moment. But the show was strong
enough to bridge her gap.

Ted Collins and Kate Smith handled
the commercials in their usual light and
unobtrusive manner. The moon is hang-
ing high. L.F.

“Bill Henry and the News”

Reviewed Tuesday, 8:55-9 p.m. Style
~—Daily news strip.  Sponsor—]ohns-
Manville.  Agency—]. Walter Thomp-
son, Station—WABC (New York) and
CBS.

This slot has always received its share
of listener attention. First because
Elmer Davis held it down so well, now
because Cecil Brown, newsworthy news-
hound, has just left it with the consentg
of CBS.

It’s now, for the time being at least,
Bill Henry’s spot and he brings the news
to the program untouched with the
“sin” of personality, analyzing or com-
mentating. The program caught, he took
over the day hefore (27), was factual
beyond a question of any man’s doubt.
The news was reported per se and since
there are only three and a half minutes

. to bring the dialers up to date on what’s

what, the news is plenty, even if it did,
as presented, seem slightly washed clean
of life-giving opinion,

Naturally, with all the controversy
over opinionated reporting, CBS will try
to keep its news straight. That's okay,
but the question logically arises will it
also keep the news audience which CBS
World-Wide News service has been build-
ing for the past many years under Paul
White? Jack Koehler.

Raymond Scott

Reviewed Tuesday, 11:30 p.m.-Mid-
night. Style—Musical. Sustaining on
WABC (New York) and CBS.

With 29 players at his disposal and
his eye on commercial appeal, Raymond
Scott has gone in strong for swing and
jump renditions of pops; his nine-piece
brass section predominating. There are

‘times when it would seem that the 10-

man §$tring section could be brought to
the fore as a relief from the heavy at-
tack and Scott is just the deft orchestra-
tor to give such strings a good play.
Here and there they do take over, but
their appearance as a splo choir or as’
background is all too seldom.

The bhand seems definitely aimed at
the swing fan and the slick Scott
scorings are bound to make a hit with
such a public. Whether this aim be the
reason or not, there is a strong famil-
farity to this ork’s treatment of rhythm
pops and pash ballads. The interesting
and novel musical moments, once . a
Scott feature, were widely spaced.

Scott’s admitted ability to get the best
out of his boys comes in his new jump

Blue
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of having to sleep on the springs.

{
4

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—One pregnant point that must not be lost in
the shuffle of this past week’s activities on the “opinionated” news front
is the halo that has come to the Blue Network. Not so many months
ago both, Winchell and Pearson were blasting the Blue and their spon- >
sors for allegedly—censoring their programs,

Yet, at the Overseas Press Club luncheon this week both of these
gentlemen paid tribute to the Blue and their sponsors for permitting
them to discuss controversial matters.

In other words, my mattress may be hard but spare me the agony

Halo

Lou Frankel.

version of The Campbells Are Coming
and In Iloneysuckle. Rose, the latter
giving Specks Powell (drums), Lou Mc=
Garrity (trombone) and Artie Baker
(clarinet) a chance to go to town.
They do.

Not so fortunate, however, is Scott’s
rescoring of his Toy Trumpet, which
loses some of its delicacy and novelty in
mass playing. This number may prompt
faithful Scott fans to wonder why he'
does not revive his famed quintet in
these weekly airings. There is a definite
place for such a combo as a relief from
constantly full ork arrangements.

Vocals are shared by Jimmy Blair, who
did a Sinatra job on In the Blue of the
Evening, and Helen Young in Thank
Your , Lucky Stars, her best number.
Both singers are adequate if unexciting.

F. G.

“Dreamhounse®

Reviewed Tuesday, 7:30-8 p.m. Style
~—Variety. Sponsor—P, }J. Nee Furni-
ture Company. Statnon——-WMAL (Wash-
ington) .

Variety show, which leans heavily on
its dramatic sequences, has new twist in-
that drama has a local setting and most
of the problems introduced are those
common to wartime Washington and
fully familiar to listeners. This makes
for a large local audience, since for some
reason Capital citizens never tire of hear-,
ing about their own troubles.

Dramatic sketch features the Randalls
of wartime Washington, a typical serial
group which each week airs the family
doings. On show caught, the current
problem revolved around Dad’s difficulty
in getting storm windows delivered and
Mother’s urge to raise money for a Serv-
icemen’s Iounge. Script, by Vivian
Fletcher, is warm and human and packs a
sufficient number of amusing situations
to keep interest up. Cast is excellent.

Opening this half-hour spot, Bernice
Rickman chirped Alice Blue Gown. Altho
subbing for regular vocalist, she's good
and well worth a spot of her own. Closing,
she did L’Amour Toujour L’Amour, not
too happy a selection, but well sung.
Music furnished by Sidney and His Sing-
ing Strings.

Ann Dewar handled the lead-in- and
lead-out commercials, which were brief
and to the peint. Show is directed hy
Gordon Hubbel, who did a crack job,

. E. E. Stinnete

“Daytime Radio Newspaper’
Reviewed Wednesday, 1:30-1:45 p.m.

Style—Daytime news strip. Sponsor—
Procter & GCamble (Crisco), '(Lava
hitch-hike). Agency — Compton. Sta-

tion—WABC (New York) and CBS.

This is not what it's called, Daytime
Radio Newspaper. It's a typical “Martha
Deane,” with news added. The Martha
of this strip is Bernardine Flynn, called
Bern in the continuity. She serves,
however, as the stooge, not the star,
The luminary in this case is none other
than Quiz Kid announcer Durward
Kirby.

It’s all very afternocon tea-ish, except
for the hour and the fact that they
weave commercials right into the news.
There’s a bit of human interest stuff
thrown in for Bern.,

Program could well be titled Le{s
Tallk About the News. Then no one

‘could be disturbed because there’s noth-

ing resembling & newspaper about the
show. Kirby handles the straight news
well and a few of the human interest
spots are sold by Miss Flynn.

Sponsors should know, and CBS does
know, that you can’t mix commercial
copy and news on the air without mak-
ing the latter suspect no matter how
much advertising Columbia talks about
its “news integrity.” It certainly was
bad timing to have this show start dur-
ing the same week that Columbia used
full pages in daily newspapers to pro-
claim that its newscasters are men who
do not broadcast opiniong of their own
or their sponsors.

It's still a question whether Miss
Flynn can become a real person on the
air, despite the fact that .she won the
job in open competition with 30 other
femmes. It’s one thing to be an actress

-and still another to be a warm friendly

personality talking in the first person to
each and every housewife in America.
It’s also a possibility that if she catches
that first-person personality she may lose
her third-person appeal, ie., that she

STike
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will take something away from Sade, the
character she’s played for years.

The in-show commercials go to town
for €risco in the daytime manner. The
hitch-hike for XLava is a typical spot
announcement handled from New York
(the show originates in Chicago).

Durward Kirby is okay on the news,
but less okay on the feed to and from
Miss Flynn. The show may work its
way into a successful format. It won’t
be too hard when it finds good material.
The show heard (22) had human inter-
est spots that were in the papers two
weeks previous. That’s poor selection.

They’re continuing to plug Vie and
Sade “heard on another network.”

J. K.

Rubinoff

Reviewed Sunday, 4-4:30 p.m. Style
—Music. Sustaining on «WJ]Z (New
York) and Blue.

With a program that moves between
strictly longhair and strictly rhythm,
Rubinoff made his return to the air
after a long country-wide tour with a
band, a vocallst and himself as soloist-
conductor.

When spiel-man Ernest Chappell gets
over the sheer wonder of having Rubi-
noff back on the air—something that
highlights his every intro to the point
0of overdoing it badly—the program is &
pleasant if unexciting hodge-podge of
classics, semi-classics and the familiar
Rubinoff soggy-schmaltz.

Opening with Oriental Sketches, a
medley of Rimsky-Korsakoff, Cesar .Cui,
Ketelby and Ippolitov-Ivanov, the show
introduces a baritone who is a baritone,
Edward Roecker, who has pipes and
knows how to use them, even if he has
a tendency to overdramatize pop num-
bers in the Met manner. His Night and
Day, with a good ork background, de-
velops into a vocal production number,
but reveals him as a singer worth watch-
ing., He's a little light on the top reg-
1stef' but otherwise has power and evi-
dences of good training.

Rubinoff’'s main solo is his Danse
Russe, a collection of Gypsy and Slav
airs in which he puts on all the familiar
pyrotechnics, with some cloudy moments.
It’s the Rubinoff of his heyday and his
tone is still good.

In the Blue of Evening, while a pleas=
ant arrangement, doesn’t live up to the
Chappell hurrah about it being “impres-
sionistic in the mood of Debussy.” It’s g
so-s0 version that brings out the strings,
oboe and muted brass, leading into
Roecker’s second call for I Got Plenty o’
Nuttin, which he socks over.

Rubinoff’s Dinah arrangement, which
gives him another schmaltz session,
wings into This Is the Army, the finale
flag-waver which is delivered with pep.

Program is built around Rubinoff for
Rubinoff fans, and as such should pull.
To those who don’t swoon at the sound
of the master’s tearing it out soulfully,
there is still Roecker and the band for
solid sock. F. G.

“Dunninger”

Reviewed Sunday, 6:30-7 p.m. Style
—Mentalist. Sustaining on WJZ (New
York) —a transcribed rebroadcast of
a Blue Network (except WJ]Z) live pro-
gram at 4:30 p.m.

Joseph Dunninger' is not merely a
skillful “performing” mentalist. Dun-
ninger is also a shrewd showman-—one
of the best—with a trigger brain and
more than a fair sense of publicity
values,

A half dozen years ago Dunninger
emerged as a performer-stylist-ballyhoo-
ist to reckon with when he made the
daily headlines and Sunday feature sup-
plements with an almost ceaselesg tirade
against mediums and clairvoyants. The
“fortune-telling” breed couldn’t stand
up against him with any degree of
equality, not so much because Dunninger
knew his way around the expose bases
more than the average mentalist, but
because mediums attempt to sell them-
selves on their “supernatural” powers.

Presumably Dunninger couldn’t take
this kind of hogwash. And even if he
could, mediums are always fair game for

., dissenters and disbelievers, particularly
when the cynic happens to be a guy who
can work their side of the street, namely,
Telepathy Lane, but elects to give off vir=
tually the same blah dressed in the more
dignified and clearly more acceptable garb
of “entertainment.” Dunninger’s niche
thus far has been vaude and niteries,
where he works for an admission, which

between WEMP and employee,

has run into no opposition.

the set-up:

Thus,

Chattel Announcers

MILWAUKEE, Oct. 2—S8omething new was added to the man-power
situation this week when WEMP, local Blue outléet, applied the profes-
sional baseball formula to its announcers and engineers, Station has
been a breeding ground for network announcers,
week, and under WLB salary limitations saw no other method for
curtailing the draining away of its spielers and gain riders.

Under the new set~up, each employee within the two classifications
has signed a contract with the station.
hire away a staffer they have to negotiate a deal with WEMP. To round
out the set-up the purchase price will be split down the middle

As C. J. Lanphier, WEMP manager,
get ahead but we don’t like to hold the bag,” and to make certain that
the station isn’t holding the bag WEMP is signing up newcomers and
optioning them to smaller stations within the State, Thus as men go
up, WEMP can call up replacements from what are its farms,

Station has no pact with American Federafion of Radio Artists, so

However, local union circles were prompt to pomt; out two flaws in

Radio stations are not licensed to deal in human beings and it’s
common knowledge that no baseball contract would stand up in court.
while AFRA may say nothing in this case, since it is not involved,
there is no doubt they will keep close tabs on the situation and inter-
vene if and when it spreads to other stations.

lost two only last

Now when someone wants to

put it, “We like to see our boys

is as it should be. It's a must that men-
talists peddle their “powers” as enter-
tainment,

About six months ago the National
Concert and Artists’ Corporation trotted
out “The Master Mind of Mental Mys-
tery” for a one-shot test on KYW,
Philadelphia. Mentalists have trod their
airwave boards before in  various
ways, but in the Philly stunt Dun-
ninger came thru as a minor sensation.
The novelty itself figures to wear off un-
less the performer improves his mate-
rial and adapts his craft more nearly to
the medium (no pun intended).

First few minutes were warm-up. A
battery & announcers gave J. D. the old
build-up—describing his previous feats,
making certain that celebs were men-
tioned in his “conquests.” And they plug
the “read-your-mind” actor with trip-
hammer “Dunninger ., . Dunninger , ..
Dunninger” as if the name were “Garbo

. Garbo . . . Garbo.” Not bad show-
manship here. Malarkey, yes, but the
effect is there, and the effect counts up.

For hep listeners the tip-off as to en-
tertainment came when Duunninger said,
“I make no claims to the supernatural.”
The fact is, if he did make such a claim
he’d be tossed off the air by the network.
And if the Blue thought there was any
such possibility, Dunninger would never
get before the mike. To put it more posi-
tively, denial of such powers is in the
must category, thus making the program
a “show.”

Middle portion had the mentalist car-
bonizing the minds of several members of
the studio audience via notes they wrote
‘while he “concentrated.” He kept pressing
the fact that there had been no verbal
communication—another cue that Dun-
ninger was diffusing entertainment; also
insisted on establishing that his subjects
(all femmes but one) had not seen him.
before. This part of the show was
strictly routine and not much of a
change of pace from mentalist exercises
in theaters.

In another segment he was less
routine. Had a committee of three (local
newspapermen, etc.) select a name from
the phone book and Dunninger hit the
name, address and phone right on the
button. As the Philly reviewer remarked
anent the March 5 test, “No reason for
listeners to doubt the veracity of the
folks in the studio audience, considering
that they accept commercial announce-
ments at their face value.”

Concluding stunt was showmanship at
it§ best.” Dunninger had a King Feature
exec phone ye ed of The New York Mirror,
who was to concentrate on one of the
heads for the coming-up first edition
(dated Septemebr 13). J. D, said it would
be on an inside page as follows: “How
U. 8. Fifth (Army) Landed With Its
Guns Blazing.” Dunninger hit the jack-
pot in calling the head, which was spot-
ted on page ¢ and was a “delayed” AP
story datelined “With U. 8. Assault
Forces, September 9.”

You can say all you want about this
being an especially obvious circulation
gimmick, right on top of the ball for the
bulldog edition of the tabloid, butst had
the elements of suspense and thrill.
That's what Dunninger was after, and
that’s what he achieved.

Actual closer had him “concentrating”
on a headline name With audience sup-
posed to guess and disclosure by Dun-

ninger on follow-up show. This stunt
doesn’t belong in the script.

Program is set as an eight-week sus-
tainer. If Dunninger finds his grogve—
and he is clever enough to discover Nt—
the air is bound to be cluttered with other
mentalists, good and bad, and that won't
be good. Except, of course, if this new
type of show diminishes interest in
quizzes. And that won't be bad.

Leonard Traube,

(Dunninger was pushed out of the
6:30 slot on his second shot, mak-
ing way for Wendell Willkie’'s I Pledge
America program. Was ftranscribed at
5:30 instead,

Dale Carnegie

Reviewed Thursday, 10:15-10:30 p.m.
Style — Commentary.  Sponsor — Frank
H. Lee Company (Lee Hats). Agency
—Bermingham, Castleman & Pierce, Inc.
Station—WOR (New York) and Mu-
tual. :

Dale Carnegie’s Little Known Facts
About Well Known People, tested last
season as a five-minute show on CBS,
has now grown into a full 15-minute
program. Carnegie picks two men and
talks about them in an interesting way.
On the first broadcast he yarned on
Bill Jeffers, Union Pacific prexy and ex-
rubber administration chief, and Himm-

-ler, hgad of the Gestapo.

He had some really human and little-
known facts about Jeffers but practically
nothing that everyone doesn’t know
about the Hangman., Carnegie talked
into his beard frequently during the
Himmler section of the airing, as tho
he knew that his materlal wasn’t up to
snuff.

In the five-minute shots on CBS every
word was rushed, and as a result Car-
negie lost the color that proper pacing
contributes to a one-man show. In this
15-minute presentation he’s licked the
colorless speed but still hasn’t turned
protean, which is what word pictures
must be to hold against competition.
Painting a man with air words is a big
Job and there are very few men avail-
able to do the painting or supply the
words, Dale Carnegie is almost it. But
almost isn't enough.

Tiny Ruffner, gradually returning to
the national scene as an announcer,
handled the commercials smoothly.

J. K.

“The Black Castle”

Reviewed Saturday, 3-3:15 p.m. Style
—Moystery. Sustaining on WOR {New
York) and Mutual.

This comparative newcomer to the de-
signed-for-thrill lists differs from.com-
petitors in that all spine-icing is soloed
by Don Douglas. Douglas makes the an-
nouncements, builds the horror pattern as
the wizard of Black Castle, and finally
switches to each part called for in the
latter’s ensuing, chiller-diller yarn.

One-man dramas obviously offer presen-
tation difficulties not experienced in
shows using a cast of actors. Speed of
Castle is checked here and there by over-
lengthy interpolations to explain scene
changes. This may have been particularly

’

L air.

acute in show caught (Sept. 11}. The
yarn about an invisible murderer, based
on an idea much better developed by a

" fellow named Wells, was as tenuous as

Probably a hard nut for the
W. Keys Perrin, to

its menace.
producer-director,
crack.

Except for the fact that he is inclined
to ham the wizard, making the role often
seem more silly than awesome, Douglas
puts on a good 15 minutes. His vocal
changes are sharp and clear, and his char-
acterizations come over effectively. With
better material and tempo the stretch can
throw as good a punch as any of the cur-
rent hair-raisers. Bob Franeis.

Bob Hope

Reviewed Tuesday, 10-10:30 p.m. Style
—Variety. Sponsor — Pepsodent Com-
pany. Agency—Foote, Cone & Belding.
Station—WEAF (New York) and NBC.

With one day of rest under his belt
after five months of day and night USQ-
Camp Shows, Bob Hope came back to
his regular air stint Tuesday (21). Comic
showed no slow-up after the grueling
trek that took him as far as Africa and
battlefronts of Sicily. He batted out the
comedy at a pitch that makes the half-
hour show run like 15 minutes.

Bing Crosby, who had volunteered to
sub for Hope in event that latter was
not ready for Tuesday start, was guest
on opening program. Bing did Sunday,
Monday or Always, took a Sinatra-need-
ling from his host and wound up with
a sketch ribbing Hollywood’s vet actors.
Clowning combo came over in fine shape
to clock plenty of laughs,

Except for substitution of Stan Ken-

- ton and his ork for Skinnay Ennis and

his band boys, new edition’s personnel
set-up remains about as of last year.
Frances Langford, who had also been
overseas, services the vocal chore and,
as usual, laid a song on the line in fine
style. Comics Vera Vague and Jerry
Colonna are back to dally insults with

the maestro in the familiar pattern, and .

Wendell Niles is again at the mike for
the commercials,

Opener was well turned, and inclusion
of quartetted commercial chant about
Irtum Miriam is smart. Stan Kenton’s
music is from the top drawer. However,
the old Hope-Ennis verbal clouts are
missed. These will develop later when
sessions get into full swing.

In sum, it would seem that Pepsodent
has prepared another well-balanced ether
blue-plate. If scripts and production hold
to opening stanza, show is set for another
top~bracket season.

Incidentally, Hope played straight for
program’s concluding minutes with as
magnificent and stirring a War Bond
appeal as has ever been heard over the
He’s been over there. He's seen it
and he can tell it with a bang. No
theatrics, just fact. It’s a job to make
kickers dig and .pull the dirt in after
them. If the whole program had laid an
egg, that speech alone would leave ‘em
reaching for next week’s tune-in.

B. F.

“I Sustain the Wings”

Reviewed Saturday, 6-6:30 p.m. Style
—Music. Sustaining over WEAF (New
York) and NBC.

NBC grabbed this Army Air Force build-
er-upper, with Capt. Glenn Miller’s 38~
piece orchestra, when CBS couldn’t supply
a Coast-to-Coast network with football
games coming up. Show makes it tough
for any other program taking to the air
at its time. .

In a fashion, it’s Glenn Miller's old
Chesterfield show all over again, a short
dramatic piece promoting the army air-
men instead of cigarettes. The musical
format remains the same, including the
something-old-new-borrowed-blue med-
ley.

The service band Miller is fronting
sounds better than any he led in civilian
life, and it is not merely due to the addi-
tional 19 strings he now carries. There
is a precision and blend directly attribut~
able to an esprit de corps never found.
among civilian musicians to whom a place
in a rigorously rehearsed organization is
a hardship. And while the old Miller side=~
men names are missing, sparkling new
ones are present in Corp. Ray McKinley,
Corp. Mel Powell and Sgt. Trigger Alpert.
Others, particularly an unidentified tenor
saxXx man, are certain to remain with their

superior officer when uniforms are no -

longer required.

A short, down to earth sketch tells what

happens when “Johnny, the kid next
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door” takes his place in the All-Amer-
ican” team that comprises the Army Air
Force. Johnny Navigator quarterbacks
the outfit; Johnny Aerial. Gunner shoots
the forward passes; Johnny Bombardier
goes over for the touchdown, and Johnny
Ground Crew, the unsung hero, keeps the
team in condition for the next tough

. battle—Johnny Zeros all.

Miller pulled a cute stunt when he an-
nounced a ‘“symphonic work by Alfred
Dexter” and after a heavy longhair in-
strumental intro, swung into Dexter’s
Pistol Packin’ Mama.

Pvt. Art Melvin warbled Sunday, Mon-
day or Always, McKinley led the Crew
Chiefs, a vocal quartet, thru Mamg with
topical Iyrics, and Lieut. Don Briggs, for-
merly of films, manned the mike in the
announcer’s role, Elliott .Grennard.

Maxwellﬂ House

Reviewed Tuesday, 8-8:30 pim. Style
-— Variety. Sponsor — General Foods
{(Maxwell House Coffee). Agency—
Benton & Bowles, Inc. Station—WEAF
{New York) and NBC.

F’ollowmg the pre-arranged grooves that
have kept it popular, this program is back
with the same personnel and the same

‘format. It’sstill an airing that haslaughs

galore, from the punned plug to the finale

" punch line of Baby Snooks. .

Guests on the program were the two
much-publicized Glamazons, Bunny

. Waters and Dorothy Ford, who manage

to get thru a smooth, if none too original
script based on their height and careers.
They tied in also with Prank Morgan,
giving him a basis for his nonsense. This
time he was an endocrinologist, and his
spiel was sure-fire, even tho it faded at
fadeout.

John Conte, the singing emsee, opened
with Oklahoma, theme song of the legit
musical hit, and followed Morgan with
Sunday, Monday or Always. This latter
tune got a fresh styling from Conte, with
Frank Tours and the ork providing a nice
‘background.

The Snooks skit had Hanley Stafford
looking for someone to take care of Snooks
while he goes out, mother being a swing
shift war worker. Script could have been
tighter, but got over slickly enough.

. e

DuMont Television

" Reviewed Tuesday, 8:30-10 p.m. Style
—Variety and film. Sustaining on
W2WXV (New York).

~ For the first time since WOR and Du-
Mont teamed up to present Tuesday night
programs, the WOR engineers were in
complete charge, They manned the mikes
and cameras with the DuMont boys at

" their elbows. For an initial effort the re-

sults were exceedingly gratifying. Only
twice did the cameras act up and the
mike work was entirely up to snuff
(September 14).

WOR’s director of daytime programs,
Ray Nelson, handled the all-over produc-
tion, assisted in planning and direction
by Maxine Keith, Miss Keith, who does
& platter-patter show on WOR, suggested
the act-introduction device. Idea was
timely and entirely successful. -

Station’s Handy Man, Jack Cremer,
opened the show,.appearing as an average
citizen struggling with his income tax
blank. In reading various portions of the
instructions he brought up points which
the act that followed illustrated. For ex-
ample, in going thru “Specific Instruc-
tions” he came to No. 4 and introduced
The Little Four, Negro male vocal quar-
tet, Group currently at Mon Paree
nitery, sang Cha-Chi-Man, the spiritual
Good News a-Comin’ and Let’s Get Rid of.
That Guy (meaning Hitler). Cha-Chi
and That Man were composed by Clarence
‘Todd, leader of the quartet, and“beau-
tifully sung by himself, Earl Skanks,
George Timber and Ray Giles.

Rarol Singer, vocalist-with the Vincent
Lopez ork, did two novelty numbers. Her
light dress against a light curtain back-
drop permitted no contrast and tended to
give impression of head, arms and legs,
but little body. Her kittenish perform-
ance was not enhanced by her excessive
motitation. ‘

Don Saxon, due to open in Artists end
Models musical, sang Let’s Get Lost and
Embraceable You., Has a fine voice and
personality, but he needs better make-up
o do justice to his off-screen good looks.
Televising plays strange tricks on per-
formers. Some plain-panned people ap-
pear almost beautiful in projection,
while others come across bhadly.

Denver Darling, hillbilly favorite, came
on with his trio in dude ranch duds to
warble Take Me Back to Tulsa, No Letter
Today and the best Pistol Packin’ Mama
heard by this department. Group is ex-
ceptional in that they do not hick their
numbers and are not accompanied by a
guitar,

WOR’s Uncle Don takes credit for dis-
covering a Brooklyn prodigy, ll-year-old
Ellen Bromley. With amazing confidence
for one 50 ygung she chirped You Made
Me Love You. She might show to better
advantage in a show with fewer profes~
sionals.

John Whitmore, assistant dlrector of
war services and news at WOR, inter-
viewed two Conover models, Stephanie
Iane and Melina Miller. The Ilatter,
having just competed for the Miss Americo
title in Atlantic City, appeared in her
bathing suit. Both girls photographed
well and exhibited poise and presence.
Obvipusly WOR had gotten around to re-
hearsing.

Marie Nicholson and Gino Albert, duo
from a dance school, put on an exhibi-
tion of steps. Camera remained focused
on one part of the stage and the enter-
tainers stayed within their little orbit,
which was okay.

Audrey Sperling, attractive blonde who
was in Best Foot Forward, sang Doing It
For Defense and The Three B’s in a deep
husky voice. Her youthful animation
added to her offering.

Ruth Barbour, who understudied the
prima donna in The Vagabond King and
who opens at the Embassy in Philadel-
phia next week, did Can It Be Wrong?
and One Kiss. BShe was evidently not at
her best before the cameras and had diffi-
culty controlling her voice.

Mady Christians, legit name, did con~
densations from four Shakespearean plays,
She chose Hermione’s defense speech from
Winter’s Tale; Portia’s famous Quality of
Merey from Merchant of Venice; Kath«
eryn’s final spech in The Taming of the
Shrew, and the potion scene from the last
act of Romeo and Juliet. Miss Christians
worked straight and simple, using only a
bench as a prop to provide a break be-
tween solps and did her own annotation.
This was sheer artistry at its best. .

The British film, Fighter Pilof, was
served as a 10-minute intermission dish.

It was an hour and a half crammed
full of entertainment—as if the pro-
ducers realized that for the next two
weeks they’ll be off the air while Du-
Mont repairs its transmitter,

WOR can be proud of its recent effort.

Wanda Marvin.

DEMAND FORROADP.A.’S

(Continued from page 3)

as it became known that the new scale
was in, the over-scale took a jump, too.
The result is that from 30 to 50 per cent
of the traveling lads with the porgables
are drawing down $175 to $200. In one
case, the bally chore calls for $250 on
the pay check. .

This financial hike is no more than
necessary in the opinion of, Leo Freed-
man, P. a. org’s ex-prexy. The high cost
of fronting today eats most of it. The
day when g fronter could catgh himself
a room for a week’s stand for 12, clackers
is long since gone, according to Freed.
man. Now the hotels have never heard
of a theatrical rate and the weekly
lodging ‘ante has trebled. Therefore it
stands to reason that if a member can
work locally for the minimum he’s going
to brush off the road unless the pro-
ducer is willing to-ante up the expense
slack.

No Old School Advance Agents

Freedman agrees that there is a defi-
nite shortage of experienced road press
agents, The old guard, he says, knew
theé editors in every town and exactly the
type of stuff they went for. They knew
railroading and where to find company
accommodations. They made important
decisions. Set house price scales. They
went out on the road to learn in the
same- way an actor went out to learn.
The union has never had a back-log of
this kind of member, and producers
don’t dare to send an inexperienced man
out ahead of a show.

“The younger element doesn’t want to
go anyway,” says Freedman. “Except to
‘work a few key cities, the average p. a.
is lost outside of New York today.”

That producers are in a tough spot
to obtain good drumbéaters is confirmed
by James Proctor, leading Stem p. a.
and one of the union’s organizers. Em-
ployment statistics are the highest that
he remembers. The military and USO
have drafted many top men in the busi-
ness and p. a. offices have been hit
hard, Nevertheless he believes that it

o

is a healthy situation.

What effect post-war conditions will
bring, nobody seems to know. It is
likely that most of the war absentees
will want to.return to-.their typewriters.
ATAM has no jurisdiction over getting
them their former jJobs. The consensus
seems to be, however, that the general
p. 8. will be in his-old job or & similar
one.

“Naturally, it’s silly to prophesy,” says
Proctor, “but a lot of us believe that
the boom will continue for at least a
year after the war., There will be money
to be spent and the theater should con-
tinue to cash in on it. The gang who
are away now will step right back into
the picture.”

In the meantime, if producers become
more road-minded or even keep to the
present pace, it is evident that they
will become increasingly put to it to
find the adequate lads who make with
the words. The p. a. is sitting” pretty.

OWI AD AGENCY
{Continued from page 3)

each advertiser and sell the brass hats
on the advisability of using space in the
Eluropean, African and Near East nations
involved. Altho armed with no direct
Treasury authorization the solicitors use
the letter signed. by Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury Sullivan, which okays
advertising costs in South America as an
acceptable expense of doing business in
wartime and deductible from income de-
spite the fact that no products of the
advertiser involved are available for sale
in 8. A. They use the letter as proof
that the European ad coin will be income
tax proof.

No Radio Pitch

No pitch I8 being made for commercial
broadcast airings overseas for the OWI
feels that its direct short-wave broad-
casts, which are picked up by stations
owned, leased or operated by OWI or the
Army Special Services, are doing the
necessary job. Most -of broadcasting
overseas; prior to the war was of govern-
mental origin and listeners are not.crit-
ical of “official programs.”

Plan actually by-passes congressional
objection to spending tax money for
propaganda purposes and at the same
time may builld a post-war market for
TU. B. products. Nazl have not yet gotien
around to creating accéptance for their
handouts in this manner, altho plenty of
cash goes to newspapet publishers in
neutral countries thru the. back doors
as straight bribes.

Some of the U. S. ads carry plug lines
for overseas broadcasts but it’s all very
circumspect, and if the natives are a
little surprised to find American ads
popping up in their newspapers for the
first time, they shrug their shoulders
with “Ces't La Guerre.”

NEIC RELIVES PAST

(Continued from page 3)
moved that the co-ordinating committee
be dissolved and a new one formed to

‘comprise the entire membership so that

anyone who happened to be in town
could contribute to meetings. Solly Per-
nick (stagehands) warmned against
“packed” commitiees, Mrs. Marsden
therefore changed her phraseology to
read: “Resolved that the co-ordinating
committee be extended fo include every
member of NEIC.” It passed unani=-
mously and peace was restored.

NEIC's treasury is now $604.39, with
an additional $500 expected this week.

Several organizations were proposed
for membership and were referred to the
membership ccommittee, These included
Cafe Owners! Guild, Pilm and' Drama
oritics’ Circles and American Newspaper
Guild. .

Among data disclosed at the meeting
was the fact that United Theatrical War
Activities Committee sent an average of
55 shows per week out of its offices for
the month of September; that 150 vaude
turns had been given at the Treasury
Department’s Victory Square Bond Tent
and that 171 pledges have already-been
signed by Actors’ Equity, with blanket
pledges from AFM Local 802 and_ Stage=
hands' Local 1.

A “thank you” telegram was recelved
from Secretary of the Treasury Henry
Morgenthau for the industry’s help in
the bond drive.

The conference will send a special mes=
sage of commendation to all theater per-
sonnely now doing morale jobs in the
armeqd services,

Among those who'attended the two-
hour confabh were James Sauter, UTWAC;
Sam Suber, Richard McCann and Wil-
liam Feinberg, Local 802; John C. Flinn,
Independent Motion Picture Producers;

Paul N. Turner, Actors’ Equity; W. A,

Fricke, Associated Advertising Agencies .

of America; Emily Holt, George Heller
and Aniza Grannis, American Federation
of Radio Artists; Alan Corelli, Theater
Authority;” Elizabeth Morgan, UTWAC;
Milton Weintraub, Association of The-
atrical Agents and Managers; R. L. Har-
low, Broadcast Music, Inc.; James F.
Reillly, League of New York Theaters;
Walt Dennis,
Broadcasters; Frank Wilson, Negro Ac-
tors’ Guild; George Freedley, National
‘Theater Conference; Neil W. Hopkins
and Harry Herrmann, Radio Writers’
Guild; June Blythe, Screen Publicists’
Guild; Leonard Callahan, Sesac, Inc.;,
Helen M. Purcell, Theater for Victory
Council; William Morris Jr. and George
Goldsmith, William Morris Agency; Abe
Lastfogel, USO-Camp Shows, Inc,, and
Solly Pernick, Stagehands’ Local 1.

PANAMA 49TH STATE

(Continued from page 6)

city, HOK-HP5K, is 95 per cent Spanish
and 5 per cent English. The reason for
the low percentage of English on this
outlet is explained by the fact that an-
other station in the city is predominately
English and HOK naturally swings over
to the Latin side of the business fence.
What's important is that no station in
the Republic broadcasts. without some
programs being handled in English.

Programs 609 Musical

More than half of Panama’s programs

are musical, 60 per cent to be exact.

Half of these are popular and the other
half are what is called locally “selected”
music. This means longhair and sweet
in contradistinction to the musical yen
of the moment. Of the other 40 per cent
of the programs 10 per cent are news, 15
per cent cultural, with the other 15 per
cent devoted to *‘service” type shows,
ranging from The Women's Hour to
HOK’s Here’s: Your Doctor, on which a
different medical man each week gives
general health advice to listeners, thers
being no ukase against MDs appearing on
the air in Panama,

The broadcast day ends at midnight.
That’s the law and station operators are
just as well pleased. Radios -in public
places must be turned off at 11:15 p.m.
Unlike many other Latin American oper=-
ations, no loud-speakers are permitted

in public squares or any place out of

doors,

CIAA Good Will at
8:30 P.M.

Stations located 'on the Pacific Coast
due to reception are able to rebroadcast
without trouble all the short-wave pro-
grams sent to them. Typical of rebroad=-

~casting of Inter-American good-will pro-

grams is that of CBS~CIAA heard nightly
3t 8:30. Program runs the gamut and
is addressed to Spanish-speaking popu-
lation. The time is paid for by the co-
ordinator’s office. The Atlantic side has
had short-wave reception and uses E, T.s
from the States. .

- Millions of American dollars are being
poured into the area and are spent here.
The more than 50,000 Panamanians
(1/16 of the population) who work in
the Zone are paid at American rates
rather than local wages and the entire
Republic is prospering.

Camels are the only cigarettes adver-
tising on the air, That's because if
wasn’t so long ago that Chesterfield dis-
covered that it was selling enough cigs in
the Zone per month to take care of the
needs of all the countries in South
America. In- a way it was, because these
cigs found theilr way as far south as
Argentina. It was said to be a profit-
able bootleg operation, but it’s all over
now and Zone authorities have prom-
ised the Republic that they'll watch
wholesale street crossings with packages
(the Zoné and the Republic are just
across the street from each other).

Like the present cig concentration on
re-selling the overseas soldiers who have
grown to like Chelseas, a smoke they
never even had heard of back home,
Camels are making sure that they hold
their own with the American “invasion™
of this country.

Altho no commercial NBC or CBS pro-
grams are heard. here at present, both
NBC and CBS stations use NBC and CBS
identification at station-break time at
least seven times a day. Both nets are
seeing that the American boys down
here and the locals don’t forget the two
great North American networks.

To broadcasters from the States one
thing stands out above all others—con-
tracts are for 52 weeks from July to
June without 13-week cancellation
clauses. . They'd like to make that idea
stick back home,

National Association of °
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Pubs “Parade” Case

Goes On; “Sunday”
Ceded No. 1 Spot

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—Court reserved
decision yesterday on motion for tempo-
rary injunction against the Lucky Strike
Hit Parade, brought by -Mayfair Music
and Edwin H, Morris, Inc., and American
Tobacco Company’s motion for dismissal
of the publishers’ complaint, Additional
briefs from both sides will be presented
by October 11.

One point of controversy was resolved
without a legal ruling when George W.
Whiteside, attorney for Lucky Strike,
asserted that Sunday, Monday would ap-
pear as the No. 1 song on tonight's Hit
Parade as a result of its surveys, and
Pistol Packin’ Mama had won the No. 9
spot.

It is reported that Lee V. Eastman,
attorney for both plaintiffs, discussed
with the opposing attorney in an out-of-
court conversation the possibility of
reaching an agreement by forming a
hoard of experts from the music pub-
lishing and sales companies for consulta-
tion and selection of the top 10 songs for
each week's Hit Parade. .

Name Jazz Men

Play A.M.’s for
‘Graveyard Shift’

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 2—Graveyard Shift
Dances, featured at the Hollywood Cafe
here, now has an all-star eightspiece
band fronted by Dave Hudkins playing
a four-hour session beginning at 10
¢’clock in the mdriing. Idea was started
with juke box music used to entertain
war workers who knock off at 7 a.m., but
Don Otis, disk jockey at KFAC, brought
in live music.

Hudkins, who used to be billed as Ace
Hudkins, has Jack Jenney on trombone;
Les Robinson and Johnny Walton on
saxes; Ernie Figueroa, trumpet; Judd
M'Naut, bass; Milt Golden, piano, and
Barney Castle, guitar. Penny Coleman
and Phil Shepard are on hand for vocals,

Juke box is still used up to 10 am.
and after 2 p.m. when the band leaves.
Another orchestra, plus floorshow, work
the afternoon and evening sessions,

Dean Hudson Finds
Band in TD Tryouts

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Dean Hudson,
who has been trying to reorganize a band
since returning to civilian life with an
honorable discharge and a lieutenancy
from the army, finally found a band by
helping Tommy Dorsey reorganize his
band. Enough men were left over from
the Dorsey tryouts to give Hudson a
l14-piece outfit with which he opens in
New England next week.

Ink Spois’ New Git-Man

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Guitarist Bernie
Mackey opened with the Ink Spots yes-
terday at the Stanley Theater, Pitts-
burgh, replacing Charles Fuqua who was
inducted into the army. Mackey is a
4-F baritone who was with Bunny Beri-
gan at one time.

The new member of the crew will
literally step into his predecessor’s shoes.
He and Fuqus wear suits, hats and shoes
exactly the same size and resemble each
other.

Del Couriney Loses
P. M.—~Sam Luiz to Army

CHICAGO, Oct, 2—Sam Lutz, personal
manager for- Del Courtney, passed his
physical and reports to Camp Grant,
Rockford, Til.,, October He has set
, the band for the negt e1ght months,
" nowever, Following the current run af
the Del Rio, Washington, ending October
19, Courtney will go into the Cavalier
Ballroom, Youngstown, ., October 21;
Topper Ballroom, Cincinnati, October 22.
23; Tune Town Ballroom, St. Louis, Oc-
tober 25 for two weeks; Blackhawk Cafe,
Chicago, November 17, for 16 weeks, with
}tg; Palace Hotel, San Francisco, to fol-

Billboard “Lucky Pierre”

WEW YORK, Oct. 2—The Bill-
board was mentioned by name by
both sides in the Hit Parade suit
being fought out in New York
Supreme Court, as the trade pa-
per whose song popularity charts
should be consulted in deciding
any “10 best.”

Attorney for the publishers
disputing the Hitade's accuracy,
stated last week that an accurate
count would be one based on
“lists carried in The Billboard
and other trade papers.”

The aftidavit prepareq by attor=
neys for American Tobacco Com=
pany to prove the accuracy of its
selections for its weekly ZLucky
Strike broadcast, cited The Bill-
board’s tables of song and record
best sellers as one of the pro-
gram’s chief sources of informae
tion.

Shucks,
nothin’ a’tall.

fellers, ‘*tweren't

Barry Wood
Quits RCA-Vie

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—First in the ex-
pected shifts in recording affiliations has
taken place, with Barry Wood cutting
loose from the Victor banner. Singer
handed Victor officials an ultimatum
last week when news of the Decca deal
broke and walked when his terms were
not met.

Wood, an established name in radio
circles, is said to have asked for first
crack at all song material and Victor,
with Perry Como slated for a build-up,
was unable to satisfy Wood’s demands.
While Decca is generally being mentioned
as his next recording label, Jack Rob-
bins’s Lion Records, still in its formative
stage, is hinted as a possibility.

AFM’s Demands Stiffen

E.T.-ers’ Resistance; Diskers

Send “Big

NEW YOREK, Oct. 2.—Electrical tran-
scription companies’ readiness to settle
with the American Federdation of Mu-
sicians has been considerably slowed
down by disclosure of the ferms of Dec-
ca’s agreement with the unlon to lift
the recording ban. As one €, t.-er gasped,
when he saw the terms: ‘“Agreement,
hell, That’s a hold-up!”

In general, it was felt that the actual
terms dictated by the federation for the
granting of a recording license were far
more stringent than anyone had antici-
pated. The extra money payments had
already been grudgingly conceded by the
majority of transcribers but the method
of payment ahd the conditions imposed
were received indignantly,

The holdouts among them were
strengthened by the entry into the WLB
case by RCA-Victor and Columbia, whose
attorneys filed petitions with the WLB
panel for participation in the proceed-
ings. Even the musiclans acknowledged
the changed situation, their attorney,
Joseph A, Padway, promptly moving
that the recording companies be denied
the right to enter the case at this late
date.

Padway’s motion was denied, as was
his request for a two-and-a-half-week
adjournment to give the union time to
prepare for “heavy industry’s big guns.”

Panel’s Decision Awaited
What course the case will now take
cannot be anticipated at press time. Re-
corders and transcribers together met
with Arther 8. Meyer, chairman of the
panel, Priday but reached no decision
and expect to reach no decision until

Decca Contract Won’t Bring
AFM Money It Expected But
Provides Plenty Security

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—The AFM-Decca
contract removing the 1lid from that
company’s recording was finally cone
cluded Thursday a.m. when James C.
Petrillo signed for the union and E. F.
Stevens Jr. signed for Decca. Decca’s
publicists announced it as a ‘“successful”
conclusion. Petrillo too attests to the
success, asserting it is first contract of
its kind and opens a new phase in ems=
ployer-employee relations. Still others
involved are moaning about having been
“sold down the river.”

The agreement, which now serves as
the official AFM recording license con-
tract being offered to the rest of the re-
cording industry, stipulates that Decca
“shall pay to the American Federation of
Musicians” %, cent for eaeh record sold
at retail for 35 cents or less; ¥ cent on
each disk selling for not more than 50
cents; 34 of a cent on 75-cent sellers and
1 cent on dollar disks. Records selling
at retail for $1.50 brings the union 2%
cents each and $2 items return 5 cents
to AFM. There is a 21, per cent nick of
the sales price on each record exceed-
ing $2.

Electrical transcriptions used as part
of library services are taxed 3 per cent
of the revenue derived from sale, lease,
license “or other disposition thereof” of
same. 'The same tax is imposed on spot
announcement disks, “commonly known
as ‘Jingles.”

Money Paid Directly and Regularly
All payments are to be made within 45
days following each calendar half year

and go into the AFM’s “employment
fund.” This was originally known as
the unemployment fund and was

changed to broaden its scope to include
employment of employed members of the
union.

Petrillo is of the opinion that the
yearly take from the entire record in-
dustry after the war may reach as high
as $4,000,000. Perhaps a quarter of what
was expected when the demand was first
made but plenty for a “slush fund,” as

it was characterized by the attorney for
the transcribers, A. Walter Socolow.

When asked by reporters which clauses
he considered the most important ones,
Petrillo ‘answered: “The money clause.”
However, the contract contains several
more clauses that strengthen the union’s
hand. As Petrillo remarked to The Bill-
board representative, ‘“Anything we left
out of that contract they can have.”

Not Very Much Left
Recordings or transcriptions of radio
program broadcasts may not be made
without first securing written permission
from the federation.

Recordings cannot be made for use as
accompaniment to live performances,

Waxings may not be dubbed, re-
recorded or re-transcribed without write
ten permission from the federation and
without payment of the union scale to
musiclans who made the original record-
ing or played the live show. This will hit
directly at radio sponsors who wish tran-
scriptions of their radio programs for
distribution to stations not on the net-
work. If transcribed -under the present
terms, musicians who played the original
show will receive an additional fee not
less than the union scale; a sort of
“stand-by” salary without the necessity
of standing by.

AFM Won’t Be Caught Again

The federation learned many lessons
from the 14-month recording fight and
incorporated many of those lessons into
the new contract. No longer will diskers
be able to build up a strong reserve
‘'without the union’s knowledge because
the contract stipulates that “immediately
upon the making of any recording and
prior to its release,” the federation must
be advised of such recordings, their serial
numbers and any additional informatlon
it “may reasonably desire.”

In addition, the federation receives
current record catalogs and all supple-
ments “as and when issued.”

There is one more rather significani

Guns” To Front

they learn what the panel’s official attie
tude is when the hearings resume here
Monday morning.

The panel has gone on record as res
taining “full jurisdiction of this dispute
in all particulars, including . . . review

of the terms and conditions of contracts
and agreements entered into.”

It is Padway’s opinion that the panel
has no real jurisdiction over the Decca
agreement as it does not carry increases
of wages to employees. Most of the re-
cording industry believes that ther panel
can pass on the payment of mone€y
direct to a union, and is biding its time
until the panel so rules,

What may complicate the recorders’
defense is a report that the panel will
refrain from expressing an opinion on
the Decca agreement until the entire
case is completed. If true, that would
place the burden on the recorders. If
they fight out the issues and a length
of time iz consumed, they will have lost
just that much time as if the WLB up=-
held the Decca agreement.

If the agreement is eventually ruled
null and void, Decca and its subsidiary,
World Broadcasting, will have valuable
recordings to market. It is unlikely
that the WLEB could legally halt the dis=
tribution and sale of such disks, and the
AT'M might spitefully encourage the cir=
culation of these recordings 1n retalia=
tion to the diskers who upset its agree=
ment,

Marks Claims 2d
“Home for Xmas”

Lift of Its Song

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—E, B, Marks, Inc,,
thru its attorney, Julian Abeles, has
asked Charles Warren Music and its sell-
ing agent, Melrose Music, to stop publi-
cation of I'll Be Home for Christmas,
warning of copyright infringement. War-
ren’s Home for Christmas, written by
Walter Kent and Kid Gannon, is allegedly
a lift from a song with the same title
and lyric idea written by Buck Ram and
published by Marks a year ago.

Ram claims he played the song for
Kent before placing it with Marks, and
Kent had discussed the possibility of
working on the song. The collaboration
was never completed because Irving Ber.
lin’s White Christmas had already begun
to step out.

Marks decided against pushing the song
last year for the same reason put had
planned a big drive on it for the coming
season,

Heidt Mulling More
Ballroom Purchases

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Horace Heidt is
branching out into the ballroom business
in a hig way. Based on the success of his
Trianon Ballroom ‘in South Gate, Calif.,
the band leader is negotiating for the old
Palomar Ballroom property in Los Angeles
and expects to work out the details when
he returns to the Coast.

He has also bought a Cleveland loca-
tlon, is examining sites in Chicago and
has acquired property in Huntington
Park, Calif,, which he will turn into
a combination ice rink, bowling alley
and dance pavilion.

Mutual! Musiec for Sale

NEW YORK, Oct. 2. —List of bhand-
owned music publishing houses will be
thinned by one if a buyer is found for
Glenn Miller's Mutual Music. Asking
price is $50,000, $10,000 of which is said
to be earmarked by Miller for Leo Talent
who manages Mutual.

s

clause and this is quoted In its entirety:
“The federation at its option shall have
access and right of examination of your
books and records relating to this sube
Ject at all reasonable -times,”

Ag the fellow said, that's all, brother,
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AFM Rolls at All-

Fredericks Lose
Reg Marshall by

Getting Fishman

HOLLY_WOOD, Oct. 2—Ed Fishman’s
entry into the Frederick Bros.” organiza.
tion crystalized the friction that existed
between F. B.'and Reg D. Marshall, man-
ager of the firm's office here, and
prompted Marshall to resign his job
Thursday. Absolute charge of this office
has been the point of controversy that
has continued for the 18 months Marshall
was with the agency and altho the home
office did not say Fishman would be
assigned to the Coast, Marshall decided
to check out.

Marshall brought several bands with
him when he joined F. B. and assumed
he was above, what he deemed, trivial
company regulations. However, they pro-
vided a constant source of argument
and Marshall is said to have tendered
his resignation no less than five times
during his tenure. It is likely that he
will hook up with another agency rather
than go back to independent booking.,

Frank Loesser Goes ’Billy

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Frank Loesser,
who has done some mighty smart lyrics
for filmusicals, did equally well with the
down to earth In My Arms and as a
result, has followed up with an out-and-
out hillbilly tune Have I Stayed Away
Too Long? Famous Music will publish.

Leader-Publishers
Tough on Pluggers

NEW YORK, Oct. 2. — Song pluggers
from some publishing firms owned by
band leaders are running into a lot of
grief these days because of band-raiding
proclivities of their bosses. With the
musician market getting tighter and
tighter, the other guy’s band is con-
sidered in-bounds for the maestro who
needs musicians and has the money to
make good his bid. As a result, leaders
who don't like to have their men picked
off are nixing all plugs for songs pub-
lished by the big bad batoneers,

Previcusly, working for band-owned
firms -made life easier, since a couple of
plugs could always be swapped.

Anson Weeks Taking
Over Herbeck’s Ork

CHICAGO, Oct. 2.—~Anson Weeks will
front the Ray Herbeck band after No-
vember 1 when Herbeck reports to the

.army. L."A, Frederick, prez of Frederick

Bros.,, who has engineered the deal, re-
ports that Weeks will give up his present
band, now on the West Coast, and start
on the new job at the Trianon, Houstcn,
the beginning of November for an in-
definite run.

According to present plans, the same
line-up will continue with, Weeks, in-
cluding vocalist Lorraine Benson, Her-
beck’s wife.

Atlantic City Shuttered
Till Next Summer Despite
Expectations to Contrary

ATLANTIC CITY, Oct. 2.—Prospects for
the resort becoming a major week-end
spot for the remaining names going out
on tour has faded. Mid-summer gossip
had both Steel Pier and Hamid’s Million-
Dollar Pier, two ace dance spots along
the Jersey Coast, carrying on for the
after-season months and buying name
bands as it does regularly during the
summer. However, Hamid’s Pier has

MARUSCHKA

(MA-ROOSH-KA)

—SUCCESSFUL SINGERS USE——

Coaching and Arrangements by

FLORRIE JAYE

(Also Arranging for Dance Acts)

Phones: Unlon 3-8843. Union 8-7776.
Union City, N. J.

called 1t quits until next summer, and
while Steel Pier will keep lit on Sature
days and Sundays for the fall and winter,
Alex Bartha’s music for the pier’s Marine
Ballroom will suffice.

During the past summer, both piers de-
pended heavily on the name bands to
bolster the marquee. In former years,
bands shared the lights and even took
second 'billing to the stage stars booked in.
But with fewer variety names available
last summer, and their asking price soar=~
ing, both piers let the show budget go
mainly for the ballroom stands. Both
Hamid’'s and Steel Pier were full-week
stands, augmenting with a second name
for the week-ends in addition to the house
dance band.

Altho Atlantic City looks forward to a
big winter season, in face of the military
stationed here and the staggered vaca=-
tions for war workers who can now use
their autos and find better public trans-
port facilities in coming to the resort,
there is little in prospect for the music
makers here. Large niteries and cabarets
have all shuttered down now, and the few
reémaining lit are the mugical bars and
cocktail lounges. And even here, there
is no heavy expenditure for the small and
intimate musical combos. As such spots
face little or no competition from other
entertainment sources, and feel that they
will do business regardless of what en-
tertainment they have to offer, the trios
and quartets are being whittled down to
single pianos and piano-vocal twosomes.

Musical bars started cutting down on
talent budgets even before Labor Day.
With summer biz really booming, and
the crowds six deep at the bars making
too much noise to let the music and
entertainment even be heard, ops figured
they could do well enough without shell-
ing out booming prices for combos. In
fact, many figured that as long as they
have a juke box, with Pistol Packin’ Mama
in the machine, that’s music enough for
the standee quaffers,

Armed Forces

1

Have 30,000;

WarPlants Using Many More_;
Teen Tootlers Fill Ranks

NEW YORK, Oct. 2. — The previous
record registration of members in the
American Federation of Musicians, 146,-
421 in 1928, has been surpassed, the latest
capitulation shows, by close to 1,000.
However, of the 147,000-plus members on
the union books, well over 30,000 are serv-
ing in the armed forces.

Number of musicians available today
for employment is 116,206, only slightly
higher than the recent all-time low in
1937 of 111,960 in the Federation, and
serves both to support and deny conten-
tions made by the electrical transcription
companies to the WLB fact-finding panel.

The fact that virtually every musician
capable of playing a tune on his instru-
ment is working at his trade supports the
E.T.-ers’ assertion that mechanically re-
produced music has not curtailed employ-
ment opportunities for musicians.

At the same time, it places a different
complexion on the claims made that sur-
veys conducted by NAB in August, 1942,
revealed that only 17.5 per cent of AFM
names found in 112 city directories were
listed as musicians.

Doubling at War Work

Since that time, more than a year ago,
countless thousands of musiclans have
found work in war plants in response to
War Man-Power Commission pleas for
more industrial workers, and in some
cases, upon advice of local draft boards.

This has curtailed, but not eliminated
the professional activities of musicians,
The Billboard has reported from time to
time., Many towns and small cities have
adjusted their entertainment habits to
availability of musicians and in place of
traveling name bands have substituted
week~end dances utilizing local musi=-
cians.

Even name bands have entered war
plants as a group, playing dances on their
off-nights, Alvino Rey’s orchestra became
Lockhead employees many months ago
and many more may follow the same path
in an efforf, to secure essential ratings.

.Teen-Aged Pouring In

The bulk of AFM’s new membership has
come from teen-aged musicians, This be=
came emphasized when the draft age was
lowered from 21 to 18 years and many
name bands began hiring tootlers 16 and
17 years old. Corky Corcoran, tenor sax
soloist with Harry James for a long time,
is only just past 18 and other examples
are numerous.

AFM, which permits membership at 16
years, is being swelled monthly by young-
sters as they come of age. A vast number
of 3-A’s are expected to be reclassified 1-4A,
the 4¢-F-market of musicians has been
picked clean, and replacements can only
come from the under-draft age lads.

How seriously the musicians’ union con=
(See AFM *ROLLS HIGH on page 17)

, MURRAY BAKER,
Professional Manager
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~ New Father Draft Expected
To Cut Heavily Into Agency
Rosters; Sniping  Suspected

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—Wholesale draft=
ing of fathers, which began today, has
the band-booking agencies in a dither at
the possible loss of many of their music-
making meal tickets. Only a handful of
leaders have been reclassified into 1-A, but
at least another handful have been told
by draft boards to get into war work fast,
and many more are anticipating notices
to appear for physicals in the near future.

Thinning out of the band ranks by
earlier drafts helped make the booking
business a seller’s market, and everybody
left cleaned up. Still more pruning would
heighten the seller’s edge but that would
be an empty advantage if there was little
to sell.

A random guess would place among the
4-Fs and over 38s: Kay Kyser, Benny
Goodman, both Dorseys, Guy Lombardo,
Xavier Cugat, Duke Ellington, Johnny
Long, Jimmie Lunceford, Jerry Wald, John
Kirby, Horace Heidt, Louis Jordan, Russ
Morgan and Jay McShann.

Add & couple of dozen moré and that
about completes the list, Those left are
potential soldiers and sailors, and that’s
what has the bookers lying awake nights.

Raiding 1s Rumored

Naturally, replacements must be found
to fill the draft-made gaps if an agency
Is to continue to prosper, and the other
agency’s roster is being carefully eyed.
In ordinary times, bands under Jong-term
contracts would be considered inviolate,
but these aren’t ordinary times, and there
are ways of effecting a transfer.

Causing dissatisfaction between per=
former and agency is one method of pav-
ing the way that can be followed by an
offer ta, buy up the contract. Ability to
get it up in large amounts Is an essential
these days, a far cry from the time an
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Artie Show could buy up his contract for
$15,000. William Morris turned down
$25,000 for Slack’s contract, and Slack is
still far from being a big name. And re-
cently, the $60,000 Sinatra transaction
brought 825,000 from MCA as an outright
gift. .

There aren’t many agencies who can
throw that kind of dough around, and it
may develop into a situation where the
rich get richer.

Certainly, the only kind of maestros
worth big tnoney to an agency are those
who are draft-exempt. Frankie Carle, who
cut away from Horace Heidt and is be-
yond the draft age, has been shopping
the agencies for the best deal, and at the
moment it seems as if GAC has the in-
side track.

John Kirby Suing
Race Paper for
50G Draft Libel

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—John Kirby ap-
peared In New York Federal Court
Wednesday (29) and filed a $50,000 libel
action agalnst The Pittsburgh, Courier
Publishing Company. Kirby charges that
the defendant maliciously and wuong-
fully published on August 5, under the
title Little Shots About Big Shots, “if
John Kirby doesn’t report for induction
this week the local draft board will have
¥FBI track him down.” The story appeared
in The Pittsburgh Courier, a race pube
lication.

Kirby alleges that the story was pub-
lished with intentions to injure his good
name, fame and credits, and to hbring
him into public scandal.

It has been generally understood in
the trade that Xirby received a 4-F
classification several weeks ago.

Negro Music Org
Gets AFM Support

NEW YORK, Oct, 2. — Efforts to get
more Negro musicians and vocalists into
radio stations, theaters, concert orches-
tras and other branches of the music
business received an impetus from:the
newly formed Council on Negro Music
and Musicians, sponsored by Paul Robe-
son.

James €. Petrillo, in a cordial letter
to Robeson dated September 24, prom-
ised support from the American Federa-
tlon of Musicians, and William Feinberg,
secretary of Local 802, has been selécted
to represent AFM on the council.

Stated objective of the new group is
the “calling together of musicians to
complete educational oppdrtunities for
the Negro in music equal to others, as
well as employment opportunities that
would provide the abundant talents of
Negro musiciang with adequate means of

. expression,”

ON THE
RECORDS

Reviews of the latest record releases.
Paragraphs in heavy type are designed for
cperaters of automatic phonographs. Key:
FT — Fox Trot; W — Waltz; VC — Vocal
Chorus; V—Vocal Recording.

By M. H. ORODENKER

DERYCK SAMPSON (Beacon 7005)
Chinese Boogie-Woogie—FT, Kansas City
Boogie-Woogie—FT.

The 17-year-old , Deryck Sampson,
whose proficiency at the eight-to-the-bar
Steinwaying is bannered by Joe Davis’s
Beacon label, displays nothing more than
technical skill and ability for these two
boogie-woogie opuses by Emporia (Lefty)
Scott. Wholly lacking in any melodic
appeal whatsoever is the Chinese Boogie-
Woogie. Apart from an identifying
Chino-strain or two, it's & dull and
monotonous opus that does neither pi-
anist nor the cause of boogie-woogie any
too well. Sounds more like the aimless

(See ON THE RECORDS on page 67)

ON THE
STAND

Reviews of orchestras playing hotels, night
club and ballroom locations and one-
nighters.

Hal McIntyre

(Reviewed ut the- Hurricane, New York)

AL MCcINTYRE is said to have re-

& ceived a 1-A reclassification; if he
has, this notice can ‘be waved at his
commanding officer as proof that Private
McIntyre is capable of whipping up a
first-class music battalion. If his draft
board rules otherwise, this is notice to
the trade that Mclntyre is just about
regdy to bid for top-money dates.

The band is in fine shape. Sally La
FPerch is heard frequently in solos and
his trumpet woPk is as tasty, original
and all-round satisfying as any sideman
is pumping today. Eddie Safranski 1s
an ace on the bass and Ted Goddard,
who has taken over the tenor sax solos,
plays with a prettier tone than his
predecessor, Johnny Hayes, The leader’s
alto sax is pleasantly remindful of
Johnny Hodges and the rhythm section
lias a beat with a boot.

His music keeps dancers on the floor
but McIntyre has yet to learn the trick
of getting table-sitters up on their feet
from the first down beat. Prohably be-
cause his intros are generally devoted to
harmonic nuances that evade a listener
who wants to get his teeth into some-
thing concrete. Even a novelty click
like Paper Doll is dreamed up rather
than punched out.

Al Noble is still the male vocalist but -

Helen Ward is no longer with the band.
Anita Boyer is pinch-hitting temporarily,
and it’s too bad she can’t remain. Her
forthright singing gives the band music

a roundness and solidity that is the per-

fect balance to the subtle scoring of
most of the instrumentals.

If McIntyre remains in civilian life, he
will need a strong singer ta help him
climb. He’s g fing music man but his
fronting is on the placid side and some-
one must generate the electricity.

Elliott Grennard.

Don Reid

(Reviewed at Trianon Ballroom, Chicago)
S WEET, easy-to-dance-to outfit fronted

by a lanky, handsome trombonist,
formerly with Jan Garber. Sharing
honors with him is Fritz Heilbron, an-
other Garber aglumnus, who is a show in
himself with his sock trumpet work and
vocals, straight and comedy. Reid used
to be known as Don Shoup when he ar-
ranged and played for Garber. This band
has, in effect, adopted the old Garber
style.

Ork is commercial and suitable for all
types of jobs. The boys have strong
dance music and plenty of novelty fare,
Heilbron in charge of the latter de-
vartment. Instrumentation includes
three brass, four reed, three rhythm, in
addition to Reid. Rhythm section boasts
of a fine piano man in Harold Kay, for-
merly with Ted Fio Rito.

e f%&%f’%
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PISTOL PACKIN MAMA
MAN AND HIS TROOPERS

Vocals are handled by Clive Weber,
young baritone, and Doris Donovan,
rhythm and bhallad dispenser, who work
singly and do doubles, Pitching in with
an occasional vocal are Bob Raifferty,
drumnrer, and Arthur Compton, sax
man, who joins Heilbron and Reid for
trio work,

Reid sells nicely. In this particular
ballroom, talking to the customers near
the bandstand and taking requests are
almost as important as leading a band.
when caught, Reid had a good crowd
around him, Sam Honigberg.

RUBY NEWMAN now furnishing
music for the Chanticleer nitery, Balti-
more. Followed CHICK FLOYD, who has
just closed a run of several months.

with good connections.

musical units to our office.

All letters answered. Best

immediately.

155 North Clark Street

Recognized Orchesfra Booker

Top salary, $175.00 weekly to
start and bonus deal. Want man who has connections with
managers and who can bring in at least four or five good

WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY FOR THE RIGHT MAN

‘references required.

BOX 566, CARE THE BILLBOARD

Write

Chicago 1, Illinois
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Kaye 23G in Philly
Despite Competish;
Kirk 10G at Fay’s

PHILADELPHIA.,— War Bond rallies

cutting into attendance and with a heavy
rainstorm on closing day, Sammy Kaye
and orchestra still managed to pile up a
satisfactory $23,000 for week ended
Thursday (30) at the Barle Theater
(seating capacity, 3,000; house average,
$20,000). A Duke Fllington concert on
closing night also made for a competing
factor. Sunny Rice and Don Cummings
made for the added acts, with Gals, Inc.,
on screen,

Fay's Theater (seating capacity, 2,200;
house average, $8,500), for its opening
week ended Thursday (30), hit over the
$10,000 with Andy Kirk’s band teeing off.
June Richmond, the Musical Madcaps,
Conway and Parks, and Pepper Welsh
rounded out the all-sepia bill, with
Petticoat Larceny on screen.

Armstrong 29G in
Hub; Lombardo 30G

BOSTON.—The RKO-Boston (3,200
seats; scale, 44 to 99 cents) with Louis
Armstrong, week ended September 29,
found a strong $29,000 in the’ till. Unit
also included Hattie Noel, Joyner and
Foster, Ann Baker, Jimmy Anderson and
Joe Garland. On screen, The Sky’s the
Limit.
¢ Guy Lombardo had the week before
{(ended September 22) and drew a swell
$30,000. Unit also included Lathrop and
Lee, Belett and the English Brothers.
Pic, Adventures of a Rookie.

Carter 18G in LA;
Car Strike Hurts

LOS ANGELES.—Stageshow headed by
Benny Carter drew a fair $18,000 at the
Orpheum Theater (2,200) week-end
Tuesday (28) despite the fact that the
Pacific Electric Railway cars were off
the street Friday and Saturday (24-25)
because of a strike which prevented
many servicemen from hitting Los
Angeles.

On the bill with Carter were Peter

Shep Fields’ 197G

In Chi Below Par

CHICAGO —Being the only stageshow
house in town (for the next few weeks
anyway, with the competitive Chicago
Theater eliminating stage attractions
during the This Is the Army run) Orien-
tal (3,200 seats; $20,000 house average)
turned in a disappointing $19,500 for
week ended September 30 with Shep
Fields and band unit, plus second run of
Honeymoon Lodge. Fields had to carry
the load single handed and it proved too
heavy a load. Week-end was big (11
shows were offered Saturday and Sun-
day) but the weekdays were far below
par.

Oriental started okay Friday (1) with
Bonnie Baker, Milt Britton and band
and first run of Universal's Larceny With
Music.

Balto Hipp Record
High With $24,300

BALTIMORE.—Hippodrome Theater set
a new high in weekly grosses week of
September 22-29 when it hit $24,300 with
a bill headlined by Lee Sims and Illomay
Bailey. Also on hill were Arthur Blake,
Ladd Lyon, Bllly Wells and the Four
Fays, and Arthur LaFleur and Marie
Manners, Pic, Behind the Rising Sun.

A new record for attendance and gross
was established at the special weekly
midnight show last week when 2,200
war night-shift workers crowded the
house to capacity for a take of $1,650 for
the night. The Hipp is the only down-
town Baltimore vaudefilm house which
stages special midnight shows.

Powell 30G \in SK

SAN FRANCISCO.—Golden Gate (2,850
seats) grossed an excellent $30,000 week
ended September 22 with Eleanor Powell
and her own stageshow. On screen,
Seventh Victim,

Ray, Harold Nicholas, Ben (Shadrack)
Carter and Mantan Moreland. Pic, A4
Scream in the Dark. Orpheum top is
75 cents,

Holidays Stop

Stem BO Sag;

Lahr, Manners, ‘Wintertime’

Big 85G; Kaye, ‘Stars’ 60G

NEW YORK. — The Jewish holidays
strengthened the Broadway vaudefilm
market this week and arrested a tem-
porary box-office sag. Three new shows
on the Stem also did no hdrm to the

grosses, The Roxy, Strand and State
bowed to good houses and 1ndlcatlons
point to comfortable takes.

The Roxy (5,835 seats; $50_06’7 house
average) bowed Wednesday (29) with Bert
Lahr, Lucille Manners, Haakon and Bow-
man plus Wintertime to a block long line,
indicating a strong $85,000. Mixed re-
views on the film will probably slow the
take somewhat, Last week, the second of
Carole Landis, Paul Draper, Jerry Wald's
ork along with Holy Matrimony, got a
fine $64,000. Opener took $86,000.

The Strand (2,758 seats; $39,364 house
average) opened Friday (1) with Sammy
Kaye and Thank Your Lucky Stars and
expects to hit around $60,900 in its debut.

Omaha Hangs Up
2 Average Weeks

OMAHA.—Bill Bardo ork and Crooning
Troubadour Nick Lucas pulled -$14,500
for a week’s stay at the Orpheum Thea-
ter (30-65 cents, 3,000 seats, average
$14,500) ended Thursday (30).

Also on bill were Glenna and Charles
Noble, featured with the ork; Walter Dare
Wahl, the Two Albins ard Billy Severlin,
On screen, Background fo Danger.

The week preceding, Bob Chester ork
and revue also grossed $14,600. Also on
bill were Lowe, Hite and Stanley; Evelyn
Farney, the Nelson Sisters, and Retty
Bradley, band thrush. On the screen,
Holy Matrimony.

Connee Boswell and Joe Venuti’s ork
and revue opened Friday (1).

After 3

Last week, the five-week run of Abe
Lyman’s ork, Jerry Lester and Weatch on
the Rhine closed to $33,000 after hitting
$40,000, $45,000, $58,000 and $60,000.

.The Paramount (3,664 seats; $55,687
house average) going into the third ses-
slon of Vaughn Monroe's band and Lady
Takes & Chance expects to register $60,-
000, Prior grosses were $68,000 and $80,~
000,

The Capitol (4,628 seats) with Morton
Gould, Virginia O’Brien, Henny Young-
man and Allan Jones together
Johnny Come Lately will hit 54,000 for
the second week of the layout after open-
ing to $64,000.

Radio City Music Hall (6, 200 seats;
$94,302 house average) now housing the
third stanza of So Proudly We Hail along
with usual MH layout has expections of
$90,000 after knocking off previous grosses
of $96,000, $102,000 and $115,000.

Loew’s State (3,327 seats: $22,856 house
average) opened Thursday with Benny
Davis, Cliff Edwards and Rae and Davis
along with the second run of Let’s Face It.
Around $28,000 is in view., Prior bill with
Jimmy ILunceford’s ork and Adventures
of Tartu knocked off $28,000.

Louisville Slips
Big Ones

LOUISVILLE—Competing with a This
Is the Army screen opening and a War
Bond premiere of Johnny Come Lately,
National grosses for a bill starring the
Duncan Sisters and Charlie Agnew’s band,
which closed the house’s fourth week
Thursday (30), dropped to $14,800 (2,200
seats 40 cents afternoons, 60 cents eve-

Shep F1elds ahd His New Music,
Rochelle and Beebee, Rosalind Gordon
and Lew Hoffman added $17,500 for week
ended September 23, Blue Barron and
the Stadlers chalked 11p $16,000 the week
before, following the initial bill, with the
Connee Boswell-Joe Venuti ork unit
which put $15,500 in the bag.

BURLESQUE NOTES

M'LLE MICHELLE, a Milt Schuster
booking several seasons ago, was a fea-
tured dancer at the Folies Bergere, Paris,
Last appearance here was to help close
the Star, Brooklyn. . .
KAPLAN and Dick Dang are with a USO
unit labeled Funny Side Up touring
Texas. . . . COUNTESS NADJA, former
burly feature, is now Nadja Norskaya,
Russian ballad and lullabye singer at
Rueben Bleu nitery. . . BOB FER-
GUSON, comic at the Steel Pier, Atlantic
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WANTED FOR
STOCK BURLESQUE

and

CHORUS & STRIP GIRLS
$40.00 5.

STEADY WOQORK

Contact
HAROLD BROW, Empress Theater,
540 Woodward Ave,, Detroit 26, Mich.
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: WANTED—CHORUS PRODUCER
MILTON SCHUSTER

12 Dearborn St. CHICAGO 2, ILL,

'DATE BOOK READY NOW!
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WANTED
Burlesque Performers

Specialty and Semi-Nude Dancers

PRESIDENT FGLLIES

S§AN FRANCISCO E. SKOLAK, Manager

ACTS

Break your jump East or West!
One-Week Stands! Wire or Write

PALACE THEATER

Buffalo, N, Y.

. EDDIE (NUTS) '

City, all summer, introduced two new
scenes while in Union City, N. J., lask
week, Calls them Ticket to Troy and
Sarah and Dora. Assists are Mary Mur-
ray, Max Coleman, Franklin Hopkins,
Mar-8han and Leah Wakefield.
SALLIE KEITH finished engagements at
the Star and Garter and Folies Bergere
September 25 and returned to Boston.
o KEN ROGERS, producer, who has
been busy with USO and other shows
ever since Portland, Ore.,, shuttered
burly, writes that he is on -his way to
Mexico City. En route will stop off in
Hollywood to see Rose LaRose raake her
first pic. . . . GEORGE SCREENE, tap
dancer, spot-booked on the Hirst Circuit,
was added attraction in Union City, N.
J., and Waterbury, Conn., the last two
weeks,

TRUDINE, co-featured in a Hirst unit,
is a former ballet dancer. First t1me
Bast with a hdbby for large stone rings.

. FRANK WALLACE has crashed Tin
Pan Alley with his first song, When I
Meet My Buddy Over There (Hi-Ya-Bud).

. SALLY MASSALLE held over at the
71 Club and Jean Rochelle, ditto, at
Pastor’s; Ginger Wayne at the Aloha
and Chuck McKenna at the Swing. . . .
MARIAN WAKEFIELD back at Gros-
inger's in the Catskills for the winter,
this time chaperoned by nine months
young Michael, whose dad, Hank Y—Ienry,
burly comic, is now in the army.
CORP. JACKIE WHALEN is feature man
emsee, writer and director of Daffy

Draftees, playing theaters in small North®

Carolina towns on a War Bond drive and
taking part in by co-members of his
444th A, A. A,, Hddg. Rattery, of Camp
Davis, N. C. . CLAIRE STONE, former
burly feature now in charge of a dress
department in a store in the 40s.
UNO.

4
NICK LUCAS’S rendition “of Side by
Side was instrumental in having that
tune adopted by the Atlanta District
of the Treasury Department as the of-
ficial song of the Third War Loan drive.

Short
New York:

DeQUINCEY AND GIVENS have opened
at Hotel Dixie.

THE IMAGINATORS (3), pantominists
using records, have opened at the Roxy,
-New York, for four weeks September
29 at $1,000 per week. . . . SONG SPIN-
NERS (4) have signed a management
contract with Frederick Bros.” Music
Corporation.

COUNT Le Roy, dancer on skates,
replaced Earlé and Francis at the
Zanzibar, . . . SAMMY KAYE, start-
ing at the Strand October 1, will be re-
stricted to a 35-minute stageshow be-
cause of the length of the film, Thank
Your Lucky Stars. . . . IRVING GREEN-
BERG, assistant to Harry Kalcheim, of
the William Morris Agency, leaves to go
with Al Grossman, . BILLY STEIN
JR. is now agenting for Harry Romm,
. DANNY THOMAS’S options for 16
picked up by La

e« »

weeks have been
Martinique.
L] L g £

Chicego:

HAL HARVERS and eorgia Dale,
dance team, opened at the Blackhawk
Cafe Friday (1). Don and Sally Jen-
nings, originally set, couldn’t make the
date due to Don’s illness. They will come
in November 17.

ROBINSON AND MARTIN remain ab
the Bismarck Hotel until October 29
when Maurice and Maryea return for a
run. .

THE GOLDEN PAIR back in town for
the first time in four years.

BELI KALMUS is staying for still an-
other show at the Colony which opened
last night (1). With her are the Radio
Ramblers (3), Three Sophisticated
Ladies, Cy Reeves, Terese Rudolph and
the Gloria Lee Girls (5). . . . FRANCES
FAYE collected $1,500 for her week
at the Latin Quarter here, coming
in from New York prior to starting re-
hearsals for Artists and Models. . .

AFM ROLLS HIGH
(Continued from pege 15)

siders the problem is evidenced by the
action undertaken by Guy Scola, secretary
of the Philadelphia local, who is petition=
ing the Pennsylvania State Liquor Con-
trol Board and the State Department of
Labor and Industry to relax their regula-
tions prohibiting musicians under 18 from
playing night clubs and cocktail rooms.

The ‘'liquor control board in Philadel-
phia has already turned down such re-
gquests, stating it is a matter for the State
board to decide. Other States with similar

regulations will scon have the same prob-

lem posed to them, and the AFM rolls will
continue to grow.

Under New Ownership

FOLLIES THEATER

337 §. Main St
Los Angeles 13, Calif.

* Performers and Chorus Gitls
Wrife or Wire

with’

WANT .
Chorus Girls andStripTease

Steady job year round. Good salary, Write

SENATOR HOTEL,

814 North Howard St. BALTIMORE, MD.
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SHORT, SHORT STAGESHOWS

Heavy Biz, Long Pix Force

Time Cuts; Orks on PC Deal
Oblige, But Acts Do Burn

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Running time of
stageshows, already cut to squeeze in
more displays per diem, face further cuts
in running time as grosses continue to
zoom and films increase in length.

In de luxers thruout the country, most
flesh bills have been trimmed to a 45-
minute top, but now several houses have
cut down to 35 minutes or less.

Primary factor responsible for the ab-
breviated bills is the terrific grosses prev-
alent in most houses. In a few instances,
some top attractions did seven shows a
day, while six shows is no longer regarded
as unusual in many of the top show shops
thruout the country.

This condition is regarded as a break
for bookers, since the inking of each bill
is regarded as a major headache now that
suitable acts and bands are scarce items
and inflationary prices prevail for per-
formers. Elimination of one act per bill
will represent a hefty saving during the
course of a long run. !

So far there have been few complaints
from customers because of the pruned
displays.,
pew-holders who have had to wait a con-
siderable length of time to get in, will
realize the necessity of getting rid of
the seat holders in order to admit a fresh
batch.

Jitterbugs Resentful .

. But not all audiences are that reason-
able. Often they feel gyped at the
sloughing off of the stage bills. During
one show at a house in this city the flesh
portion ran 16 minutes, As a result a
line yelling for a refund formed around
the box office immediately afterward. In
theaters with a band policy, the jitter-
bugs are usually resentful of the con-
densed displays, and will often stay for
another show, even when they. hadn’t
intended to do so. This condition, how-
ever, is not prevalent at the evening shows
when adult patronage fills the house,
Band leaders and top acts going in on
percentage deals are fairly happy to co-
operate in putting on more shows. The
more shows they do usually means a

- fatter personal take.

The others on the bill do not register
the same joy at the prospect of getting

New Boss Redpens

Nashville Colonial

NASHVILLE, Oct. 2.—The two talent
spots in this area using talent—Com-
modore Room and suburban Palantain
Club—will finally get some competition
for the booming biz when S. W. Mc-
Donald, local chain restaurant operator,
reopens the Colonial Club this month,
shuttered since last December due to
gas rationing. McDonald purchased the
property for $20,000.

Jack DeBell, of Chicago, has been ap-
pointed manager, and Adrian McDowell,
locally known emsee and maestro, will
front an eight-piece band.' Room will
have regular floor bills.

200G Likely for NY
Run of ‘Ice-Capades’

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Total take for the
three-week run of Ice-Capades at Madi-
son Square Garden is expected to go
beyond $200,000 as the second session
reached $69,000. A little over $70,000 is
expected for the third week. The layout
opened to $62,000.

The early start of the show is generally

-credited with keeping the gross down,

but nevertheless the last year’s figure is
likely to be topped.

‘Where business is terrific, the

off and on with one or two numbers,
Too often, as in the case of comedy acts,
they resent a cut version of their .act
since they fail to get the time to properly
present themselves, and will yell all the
more if they know a booker or an agent
is in the house to catch their act.

Several operators have been mulling in-
creased admissions so that the same take
can be obtained for less shows per day,
but the idea has been shelved since most
admissions are already at their maximum.

Philly AGVA Sets
Club Date Minimums

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2.— Wage .scale
for performers playing club dates was an-
nounced by the local AGVA. Dividing the
territory into zones, minimum scale is
set at $10 net per head and $12.50 net for
emsees on one-night stands in the city
and within a radius of 40 miles. Zone 4,
covering the area over 105 miles from the
city, is graduated to $15 for single per-
formers and $18.75 for emsees. For the
zones outside the city district, all room,
board and transportation must be pald
in addition to the wage minimums. More-
over, union ruled out practice of making
acts meet an agent’s automobile in out-
lying sections of the city and being
dropped off in such outlying sections.
Where auto transport is provided, it must
be to and from the center of the city.

All contracts are pay or play, and can-
not be canceled except for good and suffi-
cient reason and with the consent of
AGVA.

Savo Clicks for Black

NEW YORK, Oct. 2~Ivan
Black, press agent for Cafe So-
ciety Uptown and Downtown, got
a last-minute reprieve when
Jimmy Savo was extended for an-
other fortnight to round out an
even six months’ stay. Had Savo
left on the original date, the two-
page display on Savo in the No-
vember issue of Click would have
done his clients no good as the
issue comes out - when Savo
would be. off ta other dates.

[

Richmond Fire Laws
Hit Talent Spots

RICHMOND, Va., Oct. 2—~With the
reopening of dance halls and night clubs
after the lifting of the pleasure-driving
ban, Manager S. J. MaXaffey, of Henrico
County, this week warned operators of
the establishments in the county that
they must obtain a permit from the county
engineer, The permit is provided by an
ordinance which was passed by the board
of supervisors in June. It regulates places
of public assemble and was .passed im-
mediately after the Boston Cocoanut
Grove fire.

The measure provides that all decora-
tions must be flame proof and that each
place in which tables and chairs are used
must be provided with aisles to exits and
doorways. When an establishment is to
accommodate 100 or more persons, there
shall be floor space on the basis of 15
square feet per person.

Penalties for violations range from $25
to $100 fine. Each day’s violation is con-
sidered a separate offense.

Fort Worth Spot Reopens

FORT WORTH, Oct. 2—Supper Club,
popular dine-dance spot operated by
George and Hazel Smith opened its win-
ter season Friday (30). Oifering a floor-
show and Howard McCreery’s band.

Headliners From Headlines

Appears Like

Fertile Vaude

Swing for Freaks & ‘“Almosts’
With Folksy Niles the Cuer

NEW YORK, Oct. 2.—Freak, off-the=
beat and timely bookings, which in vari-
ous periods constituted a sizable portion
of the entertainers on vaude and nitery
circuits, are beginning to come back on
the talent scene. Prolonged absence of
headliners is causing agents to dig up
names which couldn’t be peddled under
ordinary circumstances, and in several
instances bookings are already completed.

One of the newer arrivals to, the talent
offices is John Jacob Niles, widely known
authority on American folk music. In
recent years, he has been lecturing on
his pet subject giving demonstrations
on a homemade dulcimer in universi-
t1es all over the country. After landing

an' eight-page build-up in Life,"he was,

approached by Music Corporation of
America and has since signed with them.
ITe is still on his chautauqua tour and
once that is completed, *he may be of-
fered to vaude houses, where in a week
he can reach practically as many people
as in a seasonjon the lyceum loops.

A Pistol That Shoots Coin

Another unorthodox booking set for
variety houses is Al Dexter, who is quite
a salable item now that Pistoi Packin’
Mame has hit top brackets, Now in
front of a six-plece outfit, Dexter has
found, tekers at & reputed 83,500 weekly.
Circumstances surrounding his bid for

top money are freakish all the way thru.
The recording in question was made
ahout four years ago, and never appeared
in any music popularity charts. But
with the American Federation of Mu-
sicians’ recording ban, disk firms'started
peddling oldies. The demand for Pistol
in juke boxes was tremendous and now
Dexter, who ordinarily wouldn’t be con-
sidered for a metropolitan flesh house
at scale, is getting fancy money for
small outfit.

A semi-freak 1s Jean Bartell, Miss
Amnerica of 1943, who was submitted to
vaude hduses and had tentative bookings
penciled in, but who changed her mind
to .sign a contract for soap firm, Lever
Bros., which is sending her out on War
Bond rallies, but will be available for
theaters after the first of the year. The
gal is a dramatic soprano with little pro
experience,

Headlines have also been instrumental
in making headliners,
value of Hannah Williams, who has been
in.camphor, was increased by the pub-
licity in connection with her recent di-
vorce from Jack Dempsey. She j§ due
at Loew’'s State October 14 and the
Greenwich Village Inn two weeks later.
A top-cut Broadway singer in the late
'20s, it's doubtful whether she could
have obtained hefty dough without the
help of the courts.

The box-~office”

Allied Raids Blitz
Top Vauders, Night

Clubs in Germany

LONDON, Sept. 18—American and
British fliers played havoc with Ger-
many’s ace vaude houses in recent raids
over Berlin and Hamburg. The Winter-
garten, Berlin’s oldest and well-known
vaude house, where many American acts
have headlined the straight vaude bills
which were changed the first of each
month; the Kabarett der Kommikker,
«class night spot played by American acts,
and the Haus Vaterland, another impor-
tant spot in Berlin, have all been razed
to the ground.

The Scala, Berlin, most important of
all German vaudeville theaters and the
one that played the greatest proportion
of American acts in pre-war days, has
been extensively damaged And is at pres-
ent dark. Director Eduard Duisberg,
well known to all American acts playing
Germany, is reported to be in Sweden.

The TUfa-Palast, Hamburg, and the
Hansa, Hamburg, the two biggest vaude

and film spots in Germany’s biggest sea- .
port and second largest city, are also.

extensively damaged and not operating at
present,

Houston Gets Two
More Talent Spots

HOUSTON, Oct. 2—The 26 Club, new
spot, opened last week under manage-
ment of H. C. Bradley and George B.
Shepherd and accommodates 450 per-
sons. Levy Moore is floor manager.
Opening bill includes Boddy Brock and
ork; Borda Bower, acro dancer; the Terry
Sisters, tap specialists; Marjorie Been,
hula dancer, and Jackie Davis, tapster.

The Stork Club, under new co-manage-
ment of Mr. and Mrs. J. S. Avery, opened
with George King and ork and three-act
floorshow.

Warners To Try 3-Day Vaude
In Philly Nabe Theater

PHILADELPHIA, Oct, 2. — Allegheny
Theater becomes the first Warner Brothers
nabe house in the city adding a vaude
policy October 21. First time in five years
for flesh at the house, Allegheny will light
up the stage Thursdays, Fridays and
Saturdays, expanding .to full week if
flesh policy clicks. George Ingham has
joined the circuit to manage the house
and acts will be booked out of Harry
Mayer’s office, Warner bookmg office in
New York,

Makes for three-and-a-half weeks of
playing time in the city, full week stands
at Warners' Earle Theater and at Sam
Stiefel’s Fay’s and Carmen theaters.

War Folds M’w’kee Agency

MILWAUKEE, Oct. 2.—The war closed
the Burmek Theatrical Agency here this
week when the third of three brothers
running the business was drafted. Latest
inductee is Fred R. Burmek, who goes
into the army next week. Brother CIliff
is stationed at Great Lakes (IXll.) Naval
Training Station, and Joe is with the
shore patrol in 'Chicago.

Not Bad for a Grandpa!

NEW YORK, Oct. 2—Carl Bris-~
son, Danish song star who until
recently was peddled by a number
of offices and could have been
bought for a comparative pit-
tance, is firmly planted at the
Versailles at $1,750 per week. This
is due not only to the talent
shortage but also to the salesman- °
ship of one Jack Bertell, of MCA,

- who is now handling him. Brisson
did a couple of films in Hollywood
some years back. He is also a
grandfather. His daughter-in-law
is Rosalind Russell, of the films.
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Chez Paree, Chicago

Talent policy: Production shows at
8:30, 12, 2:30; show and dance band;
rumba band. Management: Mike Fritzel
and Joe Jacobson, operators; Fred
Evans, producer Francis Pallister, cos-
tumer. Prices: Minimum $3 ($3.50
week-ends) ; dinner from $3; drinks
from 50 cents.

New four-act bill is about the best of
the year in this busy spot. While some
of the material used by Dr. Marcus does
not exactly find its proper atmosphere
here, the turns of Gertrude Niesen, Luis
Gomez and Beatrice, and Carol and
Sherod are of a tailored fit.

Dr. Marcus needs a more informal en-
vironment for his double-talk comedy
and magic nonsense. The same patrons
would laugh more with him in a less
expensive joint than at the Chez. His
thodgepodge turn consists of several hoke
magic tricks—all seen before—and, in
the late show, an audience participation
hat-switching bit which garners the real
laughs.

Miss Niesen, starred in the Chez for
the nth time, has a ready audience wait-
ing for her exotic.personality and creamy
rich voice which lends equal sock to pops
(Dearly Beloved, Either Too Young or
Two Old, People Will Say We're in Love)
or Niesen standards.

The surprise sock in the show is the
truly polished dance work of Luis Gomez
and Beatrice. It is no.- country-weekly
reporting to call the team’s work excit-

ing, for they make it so. Both are solid’

dancers and their appearance is of a
top ring caliber. Routines are versatile
and musical arrangements colorful. Fea-
turing applause-stimulating 1lifts and
spins, the tricks are speedily and craftily
executed. If the team doesn’t land in
the four-figure class it will be only due
to poor management. Teddy Edwards,
billed with the team, furnishes’ vocal
background.

Carol and Sherod, tastefully gowned
blondes, are on early with a couple of
classy, unison ballet-tap numbers, de-
signed for the better nitery dates. The
girls and their efforts are easy on the
eyes,

New production numbers using the 12
Adorables are more or less of stock cali-
ber. Fresh costuming gives them a new
front. In the early show, the shapelies
paraded thru a breezy routine to military
tunes, returned for a black-and-white
fantasy and closed with a waltz.

Lou Breese and band turn in a com-
mendable show music job. On nigh$
caught, Lou Brownie (5) furnished pop
and Latin tunes during the intermission
dance sets, relieving Lucio Garcia and
the Chez rumba band. Blossom Lee,
Breese’s new girl singer, displays definite
possibilities with a punchy voice and
BEthel Merman mannerisms. Works in
the shows at production time,

Sam Honigberg.

Acts and Girls Wanted for

SOLLIE CHILDS

U. S. Army Shows
SIX TO TWELVE WEEKS
CONSECUTIVE FOR ACTS

Novelty-Comedy and Musical
Location for Piano Players and Managers.
Girls and set lines can work indefinitely, making
changes every rix weeks,

SOLLIE CHILDE PRODUCTIONS
Baker Hotel Mineral Wells, Toxas

SOCK MATERIAL

For Night Clubs

A large collection of costly gags, stories, black-

outs, bits, comedy songs and recitations. Assern-
bled by a retired MC and Producer . . . com-
piled in SCRIPT form (not a booklet). Price

$5.00 complete with order. Address:

" Master of Ceremonies
119 W, Saratoga St. BALTIMORE, MD.

WANTED

Standard Musical, Novelty, Dancing Acts.
Theatres and cocktail rooms. Colored and white
talent, Top salary for good acts. Write or wire

JOE MALL AMUSEMENT OFFICE

457 Hippodrome Blda. Cleveland 15, Ohio

NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS

Hurricane, New York

Talent policy: Dance and show bands;

floorshows at 8:30 and 12:30. Man-
agement: Dave Wolper, operator; Al
Borde, booker; Jack Tirman, publicity.
Prices: Weekday minimum $2.50; Sat-
urdays and holidays $3.50.

Dave Wolper can be reasonably proud
of the talent collection at his Hurricane.
In these days of talent scarcity, Wolper
and Al Borde have gathered g show that
would do credit to a metropolitan vaude
house, and as the show contains three
comedy acts, it can be considered one of
the wonders of modern-day booking,

In addition to his hefty act layout,
Wolper is continuing his name-band
policy, with Hal McIntyre succeeeding to
the long-term engagement of Duke Elling-
ton. MclIntyre’s crew provides the jitter-
bug excitement, and in addition can re-
strain his blasts to suit the dining crowd
as well. The crew’s offerings are fyll-
bodied -and offer a high degree of polish.

The bill's highlight comes with Jerry
Bergen’s appearance. This minute per-
former carries a wallop in his pantomime
and vocal moments filled with double
talk. His bit at the fiddle, bells and
xylophone produced the desired number
of laughs. He is given capable assistance
by his statuesque stooge, Irina.

Masters and Rollins also get a strong
response with their eccentric comedy
work, while the Arnaut Brothers do fine
with their trick fiddling and bird calls.
Both acts are vaude standards and show
up equelly as well on a cafe floor.

Completing acts are Jimmy Ray, who
does a softshoe stint to the satisfaction
of the audience, and the Dennis Sisters,
singing duo, who effectively pound out
rhythm tunes.

The show is cut by “Al ‘Welinstein, who
is fronting Dave Dennis’s band. Dennis
" is in the army. Joe Cohen.

Hotel Fensgate, Satire Room,
Boston

Talent policy: Shows at 9:30 and
11:30; Neil Phillips at the piano thru-
out. Hotel (and room) general mana-
ger, Arki-Yavensonne; room manager,
Adolph Lombardo. Prices: Drinks, 90
cents to $2.50. Minimum, $2, ex-
cluding drinks,

Arki-Yavensonne, dubbed the “uptown
Ziegfeld” by the Hub’s saloon row scribes,
has a flair for showmanship and a knack
for picking talent that makes his Satire
Room the most sophisticated spot in town.
In the first place, the room is probably
the smallest club in the country, seating
only 38. In recent months, the place has
been packed nearly every night. Arki is
strict about the behavior of his clients
and does not hesitate to heave out the
obstreperous ones. A review of the room
is really as cogent as a review of the talent
—or almost.

Arki’s latest find is Irwin Corey, called
the professor, a zany and comical lec-
turer on things as divergent as Taxes,
Nutrition, The Barber of Seville, Hamlet,
The Human Body. His comedy is sophis-
ticated, best suited to the smart set. Its
appeal and wearing qualities are proven
by the recent increase in business (since
his tenure began several weeks ago) and
the number of repeats. Corey’s technique
in delivering his “lectures” embraces the
use of dangling phrases, misplaced em-
phasis, incongruity, a dazed expression
and an extremely acute sense of what
is funny. But he is by no means limited
to his material. Repartee is quick and
smart; his fund of stories, for which he
sometimes abandons his set material, is
large and cleverly delivered. Here is a
young entertainer who is on his way up
—but fast.

With Corey headlimng, show caught
was about the best balanced Arki has
presented. Second spot goes to Melissa
Mason, late sojourner in the J. J. Shubert
operettas, and a past performer here. Her
sketches and songs, always pale blue, but
never offensive, are delivered with a sure
knack for entertainment values. Mother
Told Me So, White Christmas and I Get
No Kick From Champagne are the best,

Dorothy Knox opened the show with a
slick set of sophisticated sketches and
vignettes. Her Gloria Golden, an acid
satire on pompous film dctresses, is top
drawer, The material of Nature is not up
to her quality of delivery. The skilleq,

sure manner of her presentation should
carry her a long, long way when she finds
the right material. Ruth Carey, follow-
ing Knox September 27, is now singing
torch songs with & warm throb and in-
gratiating manner.

Neil Phillips’ absolutely swell piano
playing provides the accompaniment for
all the performers and the background
music during the evening.

John'William Riley.

Jack Lynch’s Walton Roof,
Philadelphia

Talent policy: Floorshows at 8, 11:15
and 1:30, show and dance band, rumba
band. Management: Jack Lynch, pro-
prietor-manager; Moe Adler, maitre d’;
William Morris Agency, booker. Prices:
Dinner from $1.50, drinks from 70
cents; nNo minimum or cover except
Saturdays and holidays.

Lynch ushers in the new season with a
name floor policy led off by Jackie Miles.
No newcomer to local ringsiders, Miles
listens as a more polished and refined
comedy artist on this trip. His most
devastating bits include the satire of a
scat singer and of a swishy songbird. An
indefatigable worker, he expands his
talents to take in a session at the drums,
at the piano, and even kick the hootf for
a soft-shoe session.

Revue opens with a terrific novelty,
new here, in Burton‘s Birds. With a con-
fingent of expertly trained lovebirds, male
master puts the feathered friends thru
paces that approximates a mini-circus.

Neil Fontaine, making a long-run of it
here with his stellar song selling, shares
the emsee chores with Miles. A good-
looking lad with his baritone pipes tunes
to a melodic pitch, Fontaine delivers in
excellent fashion for the musical comedy
favorites of yesterday and today.

Cantu, Mexican magician, also doing a
return stand here. Still baffles the cus-
tomers with his aptitude in making a dove
appear out of seeming emptiness.

Clark Brothers, pair of sepia youngsters,
prove veterans of the rhythmic taps.
Clean~cut kids and dlsplaying a fine sense
of showmanship and personality, the
Clark freres have an easy time of it pleas-
ing with their challenge and precision
routines, their foot-work always clearly
defined.

For the fem a,ppeal line of 13 glamor
show gals parade the floor in striking
patriotic costumes to polish off the pro-
ceedings,

Eddie DeLuca’s band still on the stand
for the expernt show rhythms and dance
incentives, Wit‘h outstanding Latin
rhythms dished out in exciting manner
by the Fausto Curbello music makers.

Maurte Orodenker.

Wedgewood Room, Waldorf-
Astoria Hotel, New York

Talent policy: Dance and relief bands;
floorshows at 8:30, 12:30 and 2.
Management: Lucius Boomer, managing
director; Ted Saucier, publicity.. Prices:
Weekday cover charge, $1; Fridays,
Saturdays and holidays, $2.

For the opening of the ultra-smart
Wedgewood Room, Lucius Boomer has obh-
tained two attractiens representing the
height of popular appeal to contrast
with a tasty item, with a major appeal
to the swank set. As it is both acts go
over with an accolade rarely evident
among the usually restrained,Park Ave-~
nue clientele. Frank Sinatra and a dance
pair from the Ballet Russe, Volkoff and
Milada, rrive this room one of the smartest
shows in the hotel sector.

Sinatra, with this engagement, proves

that the social register is as susceptible
as the Paramount Theater audience when
there's swooning to be done. His effect
on the femmes is equally as devastating.
He ran the gamut of the current swoon
numbers, including Sunday, Monday, Al-
ways; All or Nothing at All, a medley from
OXklahoma, and two sets of encores. He
made a graceful bow-off speech that fur-
ther ingratiated him with the audience.

As for the terp team, Volkoff and

Milada, the Waldorf audience let out some
lusty cheers at the conclusion of their
second number. They opened with a
Viennese waltz, with music especially
written by Robert Stolz, which brought
a protracted hand. They came back after
Sinatra’s stint to do a gypsy dance to
Second Hungarian Rhapsody. This is &
really fine interpretive piece. The cho-
regraphy, especially during the czardas
movement, is out of the reserved drawer.
In appearance and dancmg the duo rates
top mention.
. Leo Reisman, who moved down from
the Starlight Roof, continues to provide
the showbacking and dance numbers. For
Sinatra’s turn, he uses a femme harpist,
mainly for atmospheric reasons. Mischa
Borr does the relief work. J. C.

400 Club, St. Louis

Talent policy: Dance band; floorshows
at 10:30, 12:30 and 2:30. Manage-
ment: Joe Kegan, manager; Dave Camp-
bell, headwaiter; Ez Keough, booker.
Set-ups only. Prices: $1.75 weekdays,
$2.25 Saturdays. '

Reopening on the site of the old Hi-
Hat Club, this new spot will probably
reap plenty of the late shekels, Joe
Kegan, imported from the Plantation
Club to reign at the helm here, has
plenty of friends in this territory. Decor
of the room is in deep red and ivory,
showing excellent taste and design. Spot
seats 600,

Line of Bombers (6) open the show

with a neat routine to Anything Goes.
Girls "are fast and well trained, having
two numbers later in the show which
they execute with plenty of precision
and pep. The Balabanows (Harry and
Anns Mae) on first with two accordions.
Play a medley of familiar numbers,
winding up with gal playing miniature
squeeze box and the fellow doing a lively
Russian dance to a nice hand.

Bob Tolly, who emseed the show, does
a Crosbyish version of Mezicali Rose that
went over nicely. Tolly has plenty of
appeal in his voice and should stick to

(See Night Club Review on page 21)

SAUL GRAUMAN’S
Musical Stairatone
Revue

[~ FLASH, SOCK /A BOX-OFFICE
\__ENTERTAINMENT J  { _ BOOSTER
e New SMALLER Stairatone

® New SPECTACULAR Routines
@ New ELABORATE Wardrobe

NOW PLAYING
LEADING THEATERS, CLUBS, HOTELS

Management

Frederick Bros. Artist Corp.

)

TERRIFIC! - MORE FUN!
From Hawaii comes

PRINCESS CHANG LEE

One and Only
ORIENTAL TASSEL TOSSER
Cus Sun Agency Columbus, O,

LUCILE

riding on a bicycle,

COn tour with “‘Ice-Capades of 1944 takes this opportunity to announce
that she is the Inventor, Creator, Originator and sole Owner "of the idea
employing the use of one or more batons in her act while mounted and
Idea, presentation, routine, etc.,
unicycle, tricycle or any other machine or contraption of similar design on
or off the ice, registered with The Billboard Material Protection Bureau.
Any infringement, whole or part, will be prosecuted according to law.

MILLER

covering either bicycle,
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e




20  The Billboard

NIGHT CLUBS-VAUDEVILLE

I

October 9, 1943

Roxy, New York

( Reviewed Wednesday Evening, Sept. 29)

Booker Sammy Rausch has made an-

other series of ‘wise investments with
the heavy Roxy budget to account for a
potent stage bill capped by Bert Lahr
and Lucille Manners to run with Sonja
Henie’s new film, Wintertime. The cur-
rent opus has some complicated stage
effects which run off nicely when the
entire backstage crew are on the alert. !
There was a slight slip-up on opening
night, but since then it has been running
with the customary Roxy smoothness.
. Bert Lahr and his baritone break up
the house with the rendition of Wood-
chopper’s Song which is still a funny bit
of business. His patter with Ernie Stan-
ton was also productive of laughs.

Lucille Manners, with an authoritative
set of pipes has no trouble in getting to
the audience with Siboney and a series
of musical comedy numbers, while Paul
Haakon and Patricia Bowman, given the
benefit of a gorgeous drawing room set-
ting, project nicely with the ballet work.

Supporting acts are equally effective
as Hector and His Pals, given the benefit
of top-notch production calling for an
introduction via of a screening of part
of a Terry cartoon Pairiotic Pups., This
canine act got over nicely. The.Imagi-
nators, three-man phono-panto turn,
also did well with the Andrews Sisters®
Boogie=Woogie Bugle Boy and Waiter,
Porter and Upstairs Maid.

The production leading into the bow-
out is top rate. Screen is agaln used
tp show paratroops with bicycle equip-
ment baling out, while the Ben Yost
singers warble Look Out Below which
segues into the Gae Foster line knocking
off a well=-drilled bike routine.

Joe Cohen.

Oriental, Chicago
(Reviewed Saturday Afternoon, Ocl. 2)

Bonnie Baker-Milt Britton bill starts
off okay but socon falls to pieces and
never recovers, Fault, primarily, is in
{the cockeyed proportion of time devoted
to some of the specialties, milking dry
one good thing and presenting only a
glimpse of another. Too bad, for there is
plenty of entertainment on hand to make
for a stronger show.

Sad-faced Milt Britton starts his crazy
circus with a fast musical number, while
stagehands, et al., parade on the stage.
. The Three Kings, hand-to-hand act
consisting of one male and two femmes,
follow with a series of unusually strong
balancing tricks. And the girls are far
from featherweights, making the general
© effect that much more Impressive. Man
handles the difficult tasks, using hands,
feet and teeth for sock fedts,

Following the Kings, Britton mistak-
ingly devotes about a half an hour to
his three chief funsters—Buddy Raymon,
Charlie Gregory and Joe Britton, all mu-
sicians, and an unbilled pin-up blond
vocalist who has a sexy enough shape not
to need a good voice. The boys are good
entertainers but hardly have enough
suitable material to warrant all that
time. And ¢ishing out all the numbers .
one after another lessens their chance
for effective response. Raymon is the

_house,
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best comic, a Danny Kaye type with lit-
tle material.

‘The Three Samuels (two boys and a
girl) follow this hodgepodge with their
smooth military tap dance, doing
straight and comedy work. One of the
origina] Samuels boys is no longer in
the act, loading the old partner with the
entire comedy assignment. TUnison fin-
'ish is still the high spot.

Bonnie Baker it seemed was off as
soon as she came on. Her act included
four brief tunes and looked purposely
hurried. And, judging by the response,
she leit many disappointed fans. A sure
method of writing finis to a four-figure
salary career.

The Britton maniacs wind up with
their reliable musical masters novelty
and madhouse finale. ’

On screen, Universal’'s Larceny Witk
Music. Blz good end of first show.

Sam Honigberg.

State, New York

(Reviewed Thursday Afternoon, Sept. 30)

Newcomers and old-timers share the
bows here this week with Benny.Davis
with a pair of up-and-coming youngsters
and Cliff Edwards (Ukelele Ike) as the
other name draw. The bill is long—=80
minutes-——and would be bhelped with
generous cuts in individual offerings.
Ruby Zwerling’s house band on stage
backs the show.

Opening with a flash roller-skating
act, the Four Macks, the show drops
pace when Davis intros Edwards, who
intersperses oldies of stage and dcreen
in which he figured with not-so-good
patter. At times he was inaudible
when talking. His opener is Fascinatin’
Rhythm, followed by When You Wish
Upon ¢ Star. Playing up the fact that
he has been away from Broadway since
1926, Edwards revives a medley of tunes

including Paddlin’ Madelyn Home, The-

Moon Is Low, I Wonder Who's Kissing
Her Now? and Singing in the Ram Crowd
gave him a'big hand.

Nan Rae and Mrs. Waterfall, of the
Kate Smith airer, did their familiar cross=
talk act and pulled their share of laughs,
mostly for the latter’s comedy.

From here on Benny Davis took over
as emsee and singer. Opening with his

new war song, It’s o Long Way Over,
which is just so-so, he brought on acro
girl, Ora Mae Dianiond, and Chinese trio,
Ming, Ting and Ling, billed as Hillbillies
from the Burma Road. Act caught on
big, especlally the hillbilly and dialect
numbers and brought recalls. Trio
knows how to make most of its oppor-
tunities, and members put over their
numbers with verve. Martha King, find
soprano, has good pipes and kept to the
sweet tunes—People Will Say, Falling in
Love and standard Victor Herbert. June
Lorraine, Benny Davis alumnus now with
Phil Spitalny, returns this week with
her mimicry which went sock with -the
especially her Bette Davis
and Jimmy Durante-Katharine Hepburn
numbers. Last of- the Davis troupe is
Dan Drayson, a young comic dancer, who
recalls Will Mahoney with his pratt falls
and eccentric terping; but not up to par
with his patter. Davis closes the show
with a medley of his own pops of past
days.

Show did big biz opening day, but the
lure 15 the screen fare Bob Hope in Let’s
Face It. Franlk Gill.

Majestic, Boston
(Reviewed Thursday Afternoon, Sept. 30)

Standard vaude routining seems to be
the nut of the Majestic’s new policy, and
it may pay dividends. A. B. Marcus moved
in last week (September 24) @ith his
whole unit and presented a dull and
liféless show. But for this second show,
‘with the Marcus staff and girls remain-

POLLY JENKINS,

POLLY JENKINS
PLOWBOYS |
UNCLE DAN, TEXAS ROSE

Playing for U. S. 0. Camp Shows, Inc., Near New York, From
October 4 to October 10.

NEW YORK ADDRESS
MANSFIELD HALL HOTEL, 266 W. 50TH STREET

ing, a good set of acts has been 11ned up.

Arthur Blake, satirist and mimic who
has played the saloons mainly, headlines.
There’s a good measure of entertainment
in his satiric impressions of Mrs. Roose-
velt and Charles Laughton, Katharine
Hepburn, Jimmie Stewart and other film
stars. His females are more skillfully
characterized than the males. Act is
a trifle long, but it’s right in the groove.

Show embraces nine acts, opening with
a series of tableaux involving the Mar-
cus girls dressed in Tahitian atmosphere
and featuring some dull dances by the
Conrads. Finale is Mexican, with Bstelle
and Julio, surrounded by the girls, in
more colorless dancing.

When the acts between these are strung
together with keener timing and are put
across with more punch, the show will
have gained immensely in entertainment
values. As it stands there is a low spot
between each act. It’s quite a chore for
subsequent acts to generate interest
again. '

- Ted and Art Miller, purveyors of the
old-fashioned kind of song and patter,
must have spent considerable time among
the corn fields. Their stuff is nalve,
but good humored and often amusing in
a low-keyed fashion. Leon Mller’s
dances are not particularly imaginative,
but he has some get-up and go. Lorenzo
Roberson’s throbbing baritone is suited
to the sentimental songs. Keaton and
Armfield are a classlc vaude acht; he
sings old-time songs, punching them
across, while she performs a couple of
burly turns behind- him. Mary Agnes
Mayer, the “Butterfly Girl,” has the nume«
ber seven spot, doing a pseudo-ballet
under shifting lights while she waves
acres of chiffon.

A scattered audience at the mid-
afternoon opening. Pic, Alpways ¢ Brides-
maid. Karl Rohde presides over a pick-
up pit band. John William Riley.

Fay’s, Providence

(Reviewed Fridoy Evening, October 1)

It’s a routine variety bill this week,
with Ronnie Cordan and Myra Sawyer
headlining. Top honors in entertain-
ment, however, go to the Del Rae
Brothers, in closing spot, in an upside-
down perch act, in which Del . Rae Sr.
swings from'the top of a suspended perch
pole, holding first a trapeze, later a
smaller pole, on which Del Rae Jr. works.

Bandmaster-of-ceremonies Buddy Page
and house ork get things going micely
with-Buckle Down Winsocki and a swing
arrangement of Rachmaninoff’s Prelude.
Band works on a breakaway, two=tiered,
velvet-draped platform which swings
back to clear stage for the Del Rae’s
turn. Backed by brown and gold drapes,
the stage set earns a bow for Stage Man-
ager Tom Gannon and the house. crew.

Robinson and Rowe, Negro tapsters,
open with a fair display of Harlemesque
hoofing, followed by Anthony Guarino,
definitely a concert- tenor ill at ease in
vaude, tho audience liked his Sweel:
hearis, Smoke Gets in Your Eyes and
O ‘Sole Mio. Encored with I Hear Amer-
ica Singing,

Lee Ross’s pantomime comedy whue
juggling tennis balls and Indian clubs
makes his a different type act, and sup-
per show crowd liked him.

Cordon and Sawyer on next. Two
femmes, cne a brunet looker, other a
plain comedienne, contrast being an as-
set to the act.” Using special song num-
bers, with plenty of hokum and praté
falls by comic, they go over strong. 4
Bride’s Lament number by comedienne
gets good laughs, with partner getting
her inning with a Spanish cape dance
leading into a bullfight burlesque finale
that puts thin dame in red blouse and
green drawers—which lost its comedy
punch after the Kelly and Hayes turn.

Del Raes’s novelty in closing spot gave
the show a sock finish.

On screen, reissue of In Old Chicago.

Charles A. RossKam.

Strand, New York

(Reviewed Friday Evening, October 1)

Sammy Kaye, back at his usual New
York stand, is still a powerful box-office
figure in these parts. The mobs like
the informal, down-to-earth behavior of
his band and his brand of music, and fall
for his “So-You-Want-To-Lead-a-Band?”
gimmick. His ork’s performance is up to
par, and he knocks off an applause-
getting set of selections with the ald of
his regulars, Tommy Ryan, the Kaydets,

Arthur Wright and Nancy Norman. The

outfit has made frequent stops at this
station, but nevertheless continue to at-
tract and please,

The show in general provides excel-
lent entertainment, with Eddie Cantor’s
new film, Thank Your Lucky Stars, aid=
ing in getting the crowds out. .
 Entire display runs around 40 minutes
and is snooth and punchy. Harry Mayer
has provided two religble acts to com-
plete the evening’s divertissement, while
Leo Morgan has given the show smooth
pacing, along with a good lighting
schieme and a striking set.

Miss Sue is the first of the surrounding
acts to show. Displays an easy, fluid
style of dancing and a series of well-
executed cartwheels and backflips to vir-
tually guarantee the teriffic hand that
she obtained.

Shea-and Raymond also provided sock
entertainment with their eccentric danc-
ing. Registering best was their impres-
sions of a Latin dance pair. Went over
well.

Opening day did capacity business.
Cashiers' stopped selling tickets fre-
quently so that those already holding
ducats could be accommodated.

: ' Joe Cohen.

Orpheum, Omaha

(Reviewed Friday, September 24)

The Orpheum continues its procession
of name bands with the presentation of
Bill Bardo’s smooth 12-piece ork, aug-
mented by guitar-playing Nick Lucas,
the long-famed crooning treubadour.

Bardo’s show here was featured by pub-
lic introduction to two new numbers
which Bardo forecasts as hits. One is
Clyde MtCoy’s Cadence Jive, used by
army and navy personnel as a marching
song on military reservations. Proceeds
of the neat, ear-tickling plece will go to
army and navy relief. Second Bardo in-
troduction was Sailing on a Moonbeam.
The ink is still wet on the prints,

Lucas appears in the closing spot with
five numbers. The troubadour had a
hard time breaking away from the
plaudits, Numbers were Put Your Arms
Around Me; his trade-mafk, Tiptoe Thru
the Tulips; Side by Side, the currently
popular In My Arms and I Heard Your
Cried Last Night.

Violin playing, genial Bardo and Lucas
easily carry the bill which suffers from
lack of variety.

Bardo’s ork (three trumpets, four
saxes, drums, base viol and piano) opens
with Three o’Clock Jump then follows
with the fwo new nifties. Bardo does
a violin solo in cadenza from the score
of La Giaconda. Band members are spot-
lighted in band’s featured performance.

MeNALLY’S BULLETIN No.
PRICE ONE DOLLAR

For Vaudeville, Musical Comedy, Burlesque,
Minstrel, Night Club Revues, Radio and
Dance Band, Entertainers. Contains:

16 Monclogues, 8 Acts for Two Males, T
Acts for Male and Female, 38 Parodies,
Ventriloguist Act, Female Act, Trio, Quar-
tet and Dance Spema.lty, Tab and Bu_rlesque,
10 Minstrel First-Parts, Overtures and Fi-
nale, 41 Monobits, Blackouts, Review
Scenes, Dance Band Stunts. Hundreds of
Jokes and Gags. Remember McNALLY'S
BULLETIN No. 16 is only one dollar; or
will send you Bulletins Nos. 10, 11, 12 and
16 for $4.00, with money-back Guarantee.

WM. McNALLY

81 East 125th Street, New York

16

> We tpeciglize in princlpal ond chorus fine-
” costumas » serving the finest clubs in the

[ country o RENTAL OR SALE o Will send);
»e tketches and estimates.

 COLLINS CREATIVE COSTUMES, INC.
6§25 BROADWAY, NEW YORK
> GRA-T- 3875 Est. 25 Years

g D A G ST B !

STROBLITE

LUMINOUS COLORS GLOW IN THE DARK
Spectacular Effects with U, V. Blacklight,

STROBLITE (0. Dept. BAG, 35 W. 52 s¢.
ACTS, SKITS, GAGS, MINSTRELS

GAMBLE’S 4 BIG BOOKS OF PARODIES,
COMEDY MATERIAL AND MINSTREL MATE-
RIAL, ALL FOR
MINSTREL SHOW, $10. BIG COLLECTION of
Blackouts, Sklts Stunts CLEVER REPL b°
. E. L. GAMBLE, Playwright

East Liverpool, 0.
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"The Billboard 21

Novelty number is trumpet imitation of
McCoy, James and Busse.

Standout of the trio of acrobatic danc-
ing acts on the bill is Walter Dare
Wahl and his partner. Also on the bill
are the two Albins, comedy dance team,
and Bill Severin. On the secreen is
Background to Danger, a gestapo thriller.
House was good at sécond show caught.

Emmett Curry.

Chicago, Chicago
(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Sept. 24)

Revolutionary policy step taken by
Balaban & Katz in eliminating stage-
shows for the run of Warner's This Is the
Army, which will remain for a minimum
of four weeks and then move into a
smaller B&K Loop house. Only flesh
feature is a 10-minute orchestral pro-
duction from the pit platform featuring
the house band, under the direction of
Louis Adrian, and vocals by Lois Schauer,
contralto, and a mixed ensemble of eight
voices.

Under the title of Musical Memories,
flashed on a screen trailer, Adrian leads
the band thru a medley of old and new
tunes, including such standards as Sum-,
mertime and Old Man River, closing with
a selection from the opera Samson and
Delilah, in which the trained Miss
Schauer is featured. The singer is a recent
winner of The Chicago Tribune’s 1943
Musical Festival. She has a rich voice,
displaying fine quality and admirable
balance. The vocal ensemble comes in
for brief choruses thruout the medley.

House will definitely return to stage-
shows following the TITA run. Booker
Nate Platt says he has several attrace-
tlons already set, among them Jimmy
Dorsey and band for week of December
10. S. H.

Circle, Indianapolis

(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Sept. 24)

Ann Corio, erstwhile burlesque star,
shares top honors with Bob Willlams,
of the obstinate dog fame; Eddie Foy
Jr.,, of the movies, and Herb Miller’s
orchestra in a new show which has
hardly had time to jell before the first
performance here. With some straight-
ening out, polishing and substitutions
for outworn material, it ought to develop
into a first-class presentation.

As seen at the opening, however, it
would be unfair to judge the show for
its obvious and many faults. The point
is that the audience probably got its'
money’s worth, as Miss Corio did her
modified strip which she calls How To
Undress With Finesse, ‘The bit is done
more for the sake of comedy than for
nudity, however, as Miss Corio works in
blue light on one side of the stage,

ACTS ——— ACTS —— ACTS

NAT D. RODGERS

Wants Strong Novelty, good Singers, organ-
ized Lines, good Single Girl Specialties for
Army Camp Shows in Louisiana and
Mississippi. Three weeks with option.
Opening unit Oct. 17 at Alexandria, La.

Write Care Tutvﬁler Hotel, Birmingham,
‘Ala,, until Oct. 15th,

NAT D. RODGERS

o
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BOBBE CASTON_

- Booked 8olid Until January 28, .
Now Try Our Other Good Attractlos.

" ROILO S, VEST

ENTERPRISES

Antoine St., Detrolt 286, Mich,

&-6-0-&
9-0-90-&

PP W W WO WY
9394999 00-¢

bbb

8t.

e 0000660600656
¢ 404

171

e
2 g

L X1

e 4690
44 ¢4-6-6-600660¢069

STANDARD AND NOVELTY ACTS WANTED

(in fact, any good act desivedt!)
for Night Clubs, Conventions, Banquets and
Theaters, Write—Wire—Come In!

RAY S. KNEELAND

Amusement Booking Service
> A.G.V.A. Franchised
418 Pearl Street BUFFALO 2, N. V.

WANTED

Strong B, O, Stage Attractious with adv, access., for
Pri.-Sat. A natural 1200-seat modern house.
Standard Acts, contact Betty Bryden Office, Fox
Bldg., for our regular 5-Act Sunday Bill,

LAKEWOOD THEATRE
14249 East Jefferson "Detrolt, Mich,

while Frances Wills does an expert and
hilarious take-off on the selfsame idea
on the other side. The stunt stacks up
as an amusing mixture of guffaws (for
Miss Will's slapdash antics) and oggling
(for Miss Corio’s revelation of her
charms).

Poy is a hard worker thruout. He
sings (imitating his father), does some
comedy dances—drunken penguin, a vil-
lage idiot and a golfer with a Wooden
leg—and participates in a skit with Miss
Corio, Williams also doubles in brass
as the emsee and sly commentator on
How ' To Undress With Finesse bit. In
addition, he dces the familiar and
hilarious turn with his chow dog, Red
Dust, who disdainfully refuses to lift a
paw to do a single trick while his mas-
ter literally knocks himself out with
chagrin, rage and embarrassment. Miss
Wills also has anotimer stint in which she
does some graceful acrobatic tricks.

Miller’s orchestra is a well-balanced
group which plays both sweet and jive.
Mary Lou, vocalist, does all right with
It’s Always You, and male canary, Danny
Baxter, is heard to good effect in Let’s
Build a Stairway to the Stars. The or-
<chestra is featured in lively renditions of
The Wanderer and One o’Clock Jump,
both standout readings.

Biz light at second show.

H, Kenney Jr.

Review of Unit

Earl Carroll’s Vanities

(Reviewed at Orpheum Theater, LoOS
Angeles, Wednesday Ajfternoon,
September 28)

The new edition of Earl Carroll’s
Vanities came here after a break-in week
in San Diego, Calif. Carroll follows the
usual pretty-girl parade pattern with
augmenting acts.

Show opens with a few girl parades,
Ron Ormand takes up emsee duties, and
things begin to happen. Barney Grant,
a Carroll stand-by; Seiler and Seabold,
and Junse Carr, the last-named a come-
dienne of good quality, offer zany tactics
of a serviceman returning after time on
the fighting front. Much of it is good.
The Costello Twins, a comely pair,
stand by, with Orman running thru some
corn for not much of a score.

Miss Carr, with fans, takes the stage
against a background of Carroll girls.
Goes thru the fan swinging fairly
graciously, only to later disclose that
she’s attired in long drawers. Seiler and
Seabold offer their rocking ski specialty
to good results. Comedy good, and the
manipulation of the rockers adds a neces-
sary quality.

Grant, who has changed from rube to
Spanish garb since his last appearance
here, is introduced by two WAVES, with
due credit being given to his seven
months’ sojourn in the Pacific war
theater. With his guitar Grant goes into
his yokel routine. Grant was off to a
slow start, not because his material isn’t
good but it didn’t seem to hit the right
spots. He ends up well.

A production number worthy of men-
tion has the gals flashing sabers
rhythmically. Turn needs a little iron.-
ing out but it is good. The Costello
Twins, acro dancers, do nice spot somer-
saults and Arabian cartwheels to boost
the turn’s value. Gals are easy to look
at. A South Sea number follows, in
which the girls are nicely gowned in
Tahitlan costumes. A rough-and-ready
tumble dance to good resulfs is done by
Miss Carr and Ormand. Barbara LaRene,
a talented acro-contortionist, does a
hand-step walk, and working from the
top picks up a topper with her feet and
places it on her head. Handkerchief
pick-ups and other tricks add to the act.

In the finale Carroll parades his girls
with tamborines, with all on for the
wind-up. . .

Ruloff, Morgan and Lunard and the
Three Sailors did not appear. With the
acts on hand for later performances, the
show chould get an added boost.

Nobody's Datling the film bill.

Sam Abbott. .

Talent Puts Las Vegas
Bond Drive Over the Top

LAS VEGAS, Nev., Oct. 2—Night
club entertainers here joined to put Las
Vegas over the top in the Third War
Bond drive. A total of $2,065,000 in War
Bonds was bought. Show, attended by
4,000 in the Arena-Corral of the Hotel

Soldiers Bring Prosperity to
Sacramento Spots; Acts Profit

SACRAMENTO, Oct. 2.—With soldiers
from three neighboring fields—Camp
Kohler, McClellan Field and Mather
Field—virtually taking the town over
after dark, Sacramento night spots are
flourishing ‘and multiplying. Their big-
gest worry, of course, is whisky.

Frank Sebastian’s Cafe Donovan leads
the parade with the best floorshow,
booked from Hollywood and San Fran-
cisco. At present Alice Kennedy, torch

songstress, is again heading the show,

which includes two dance acts and Paul
Putman’s orchestra.

Casablanca is the newest night club
here and features Lavone and Kaye, two

Last Frontier, had an admission price -

of a $600 War Bond per person. Affalr
was produced and directed by Maxine
Lewis, producer at the Hotel Last
Frontier. ’

Hollywood stars, whose appearances
were arranged by the Hollywood Victory
Committes, included Diane Lewis Powell,
wife of Willlam Powell and sister of
Maxine Lewis, of MGM; Don (Red) Barry
and his leading lady, Helen Tdlbot, of
Republic Pictures, and Leo Carillo, who
emseed. The army also put on a show
which was emseed by Buck Newsome and
starred Paul Troyon, who in civilian life
was with NBC.

Nitery entertainers on hand for the
event included Irene Vermillion and Her
Swing Harpists, Bill Hughes and Blackie,

‘Armand Del Mar, and Charlie Kaley and

his orchestra from Hotel Last Frontier;
Don Zelaya, Jadin Wong and Li Sun,
and Paul Cadieux from El Rancho Vegas;
Guy Buck and his orchestra, Mathew
Hogan, and Rollett from the Nevada
Biltmore, and Harry Carroll and Polly
Baker, Lou Walton, and.Jack Martin and
his orchestra from El Cortez Hotel.

Vaude Policy Back
At Nat’l, Richmond

RICHMOND, Va., Oct, 2—New vaude-
ville stageshow policy a$ the National is
due to open here October 7. The new
set-up calls for Hal Sands as house pro-
ducer with, a 12-girl stock line and aug-
mented house orchestra.

‘The first bill includes Dolly Dawn, Fitz
and Carroll, the Victory Troupe and Terri
Vance. The second week’s line-up i§
headed by Patsy Garrett.

considered.

1428 Canal Street

' PERFORMERS AND
BOOKING AGENCIES

1f you are a Standard Act with open time, wire or
write us immediately. If you are a reliable Agent,
‘send list of acts available at once.

~ A. C. PATTERSON
THE FRENCH CASINO THEATRE CLUB

gals who handle the drums and piano.
In a rear room Casablanca has a dance
floor, with a local orchestra supplying
the music.

Tropics, upstairs night: spot which
opened the first of the year, has aban-
doned a show policy but augmented the
orchestra. Gabriel Silveira leads a five-
piece combo. Spot is owned by Yubi
Separovich and Frank Radich and is
clicking.

The Cellar is the most crowded spot
in the city, featuring Manager Frank
Davis as emsee and community song
leader and an orchestra headed by Walt
Flanders, a baton-waver here for years.

Prosperity Corner offers  Tappie James
as emsee and singer, and Dotty Dee,
stripper, one of the feature and perma-
nent acts, Owned by Tony Munich and
Bill Ameanta. .

Swank El Rancho, motel just across the
Sacramento River, is getting a big play
from commissioned officers of all three
fields. Dick. Scott’s orchestra recently
opened, succeeding Al Iverson. Radlo
Station KFBK airs a half-hour show
from here once a week, featuring service.
men and sponsored by Coca-Cola.

Hotel Senator, top hotel in Sacramento
city proper, still offers dances only Sate .
urday nights and continues to draw the
carriage trade. Bunny Crites’s local or=
chestra recently opened. Dorothy Rie-
chelle is the femme warbler. ’

NIGHT CLUB REVIEW

(Continued from page 18)

his vocal chores, leaving the corny jokes
for other emsees to kick around.

Fifi D’Orsay displayed plenty of dis-
satisfaction with her musical accompani=
ment and with a faulty p.-a. system
opening night. But she carried on to
win the crowd with a repertoire of snap-
py French songs, including Mademoiselle
From Armentieres. Bowed off to heavy
applause.

Wind-up of the show and easily best
act on the bill is Al Samuels, who offers
a neat routine of gags and a clever bit
of military dancing. Footwork is out=
standing, his comedy smart and funny.

Nick LaBanic’s ork is billed as a Dixies
land band but the outfit offers standard
style music without a Dixzieland beat,
both for shows and dancing. Includes -
two sax, trumpet, trombone, drums,
plano, bass, and LaBanic, doubling on
sax and clarinet.

.Plenty of work to be done here yet, on
the club and on the show. If the open=
ing had bveen postponed another week
results would have been happier for all
concerned. C. V. Wells.

3

Name Acts

New Orleal‘is, La.

1020 Fi_ﬂ'h' Street

WANT SINGERS AND DANCERS
Dance Teams, Line of Girls, S\t;;s‘gté p:sc,tse::.r Florida Night Clubs,

'NATIONAL THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES

Send

Miami Beach, Florida
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Philly Offices
Scrape Bottom;
Organize Units

PHILADELPHIA, Oct, 2~—To meet the
Increasing demand for new cocktail units,
local booking agencies have taken time
out for organizing activities. Eddie Suez

. Agency, in taking over Tony Guillard, for-

mer bass player with Steve Bernard’s
Three Cats and a Fiddle, organizes a new
Three Cats and a Kitten. Using Guillard’s
bass, plano, guitar and fem singer, new
unit breaks in at the Ajax Club here.

With the Morse Sisters dropping out of
the field, Billy Winton, their pianist,
teams up with songstress Lee Lawler,
Suez office also took over Billy LaPata,
ohe-time guitarist for Bing Crosby and
the Boswell Sisters, and is building a trio,
opening at the Alan Hotel’'s 820 Bar here.

Mickey Familant, in charge of the cock-
tail combo department for the Jolly Joyce:
Agency here, organizes 2 new unit in the
Vlctory Three—Three Dots and a Dash.
Led by Ted Oliver, former local clarinet-
playing maestro, unit includes Ted Brels-
ford, guitar and vocals, and Ted D’Orazio
for piano, accordion and vocals. New trio
bows October 11 at Margie’s Stables here.

Red Nichols Unit
Deal Is On--Again

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 2.—On-again-
off-again deals between Red Nichols and
the Frederick Bros. office to return the
maestro into the music field is in the
on-again stage this week. Nichols, in-
active as a leader for the past year and
quite active in a shipyard, has taken to
his baton again locally to help out Henry
Busse at the Palace Hotel. Busse went
to Hollywood on a picture assignment
and remained there to have his appendix
out.

It is still not certain whether Red will

have a large band or a small unit, but’

FB will handle him regardless of the size
as he still has a long-term booking con-
tract with that office. )

Ruth, of Rh'yt}llmaires,'
Joins McGuire Girl Ork

CHICAGO, Oct. 2.—Ruth Nelson, for-
mer leader of Ruth and Her Rhythmaires
(8),. who split after their recent Green
Mill date here, has joined the trumpet
section of Betty McGuire’s all-girl band.

Qutfit plans to tour with a vaude unit,

Rising Scale for Team

4 ©CHICAGO, Oct. 2—~The new contract
handed Simpson and Robinson, colored
piano-voice team, at the Club Detour
here by Operator Joe Mascari, calls for
$25 raises every four weeks. Starting
Tuesday (28), unit moved up to $225 per
week, and Wwill collect $300 if held three
additional months.

Brandon Ladsto Ciney Gibson

CINCINNATI, Oct.2.—Bob Brandon and
his boys (4), who for the past year sup-
plied the relief music at Beverly Hills
Country Club, Newport, Ky., are new at
the Gibson Hotel here, where they play
the dinner sessions in the Florentine
Room and the late-night periods in the
hotel’s Sidewalk Cafe. The Brandon lads
are also spotted regularly over WCKY and
WKRC,

e Important to the

‘Cocl;la:l’ Enterlamment Field

TUNE ])EX,‘-

- Is Important to__Youl ;

No Stooling!

CHICAGO, Oct. 2—With week=
end biz better than capacity in
most cocktail lounges using en-
tertainment, operators have been
pulling their hair (as if that
would help) for angles to make
more room for patrons orjand
speed ' up turnovers.

Adolph Treusch, operator of
Elmer's Cocktail Lounge, Loop
drinking stall, has come up with
an idea. He removes all the stools
from his bar, making room for
more imbibers and tiring them
out faster at the same time.

Big Market for
Western Unit.
In Glamour City

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 2—Time was when
agents here would scoff at the idea of
booking cowboy uints. Today Western
units are to be found in a number of
spots with agents looking for such talent
to fill orders,

Mitchell Hamilburg is the outstanding
booker of Western units in this section.
He has booked Jimmy Wakely, Ray Whit-
ley, Ernest Tubb, Tennessee Ramblers,
Light Crust Doughboys and others, in-
cluding the names.

Don Weston and His Cowboys are féa=
tured at the Aragon Ballroom during in-
termissions, and Art Wenzel, formerly
of WLS, is featured with his band at
Hoot Gibson’s Painted Post in Studio
City. FHal Hart, known as “Hal, the
Smiling Cowboy” at RNOX, St. Louls, is
also featured at the Gibson spot. Gene-
vieve Clark and Her Arizona Ranch Girls
recently closed an engagement calling.for
several holdovers at the Front Room on
Hollywood Boulevard. The Four Aces
have been at the Ranch House in Los
Angeles for over @ year.

Altho Hollywood likes to .call itself
sophisticated, ;the “Western units and
songs are going great here.

| PROFILES

JILL ADRIAN

Lovely, petite Jill Adrian has been
magnetizing listeners for 13 years, which
is a big chunk out of the life of any 22-
year-old.

Jill was born in Boston and began the
study of piano and voice at the age of nine
in London. She continued her voice lessons
under the Metropolitan Opera coach, Helen
Goodrich. Jill has clicked at many of Bos~
ton’s smart spots, including the Renaissance
Room of Hotel Touraine, the Music Box,
and the Latin Quarter. She opens at the
Belmont Plaza, New York, this month.

Jitl has a rich and distinctive voice equally
suited to popular ballads and rhythm num-
bers and does all her own arrangements.
Booked by the William Morris Agency.

Shows Out, But
Units Stay on
In Resort City

ATLANTIC CITY, Oct. 2.—Altho the re=
sort’s niteries and cabarets folded with
the end of the summer, the cocktail
combos and small bands still enjoy a wide
variety of stands here, yany of the after=
dark spots, while shuttering down the
main rooms, use the small units for the
bar and lounge.

Seaside Hotel is keeping its Surf 'n’’
Sand Room lit with Eddy Bradd and His
Oceanaires on tap for the cocktail ses=
sions, Frank Palumbo’s Chateau Renault
brings in Freddy Bowers’ unit, with weekly
changes of talent provided by Irvin Wolf
at his 500 Cafe Musical Bar, Penn-At-
lantic Hotel also figures on year-round
opexatlon, with Al Francis Trio carrying
on in the Palm Room.

Dropping the floorshows, Babette’s car-
ries ‘'on with Frankie Varallo’s unit, and
Gables Inn brmgs in Ken’s Men of
Rhythm,

Omaha Beachcomb
Nabs Fats Waller

OMAHA, Oct. 2—Fats Waller has been
set for the Beachcomber here by Owner
R, D. Goldberg, thru Waller’s manager,
Ed Kirkeby. He goes in for two weeks
October 23. Waller is the most expensive
single to play this cocktail lounge and
the biggest name since the Mills Brothers’
recent appearance.

To secure Waller, Goldberg spent five
days in New York battling for the at-
traction. Waller’s cocktail salary runs
hetween $750 and $1,000.

Linn Branches Out

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2~—Harry A.
Linn, already operating the Willows and
the Crossroads Cafe, is adding two more
musical bars to his holdings. He has
taken over the former Linton Restaurant
and the old Junker Bakery Building in
the downtown district.

New Philly Lounge

PHILADELPHIA, Oct, 2.—The Chelton,
a new lounge, unveils Monday (4) with
Estelle Slavin’s ork as the attraction.
Spot is operated by Lou Berg. Booking
was made by the William Morris Agency.

Off the Cuff

EAST:

BETTY KING skedded to take her
piano-vocals to Lou Berg’s. 164 Chelten,
Philadelphia, following her stand at the
Hotel Normandie, that city. . . . THREE
PEPPERS, current with Bill Robinson’s
stageshow, headed East for g return to
the cocktail lounges and music bars.

. MURIEL BORELLI and her accor-
dlon at Hotel Penn’s Mirror Room, Tren-
ton, N. J. . . . FOUR KEYS locate at
Kaliner’s Rathskeuer, Philadelphia. . . .
FRANK DONATO is-the new manager of
Mort Casway’s Music Village, Philadel-
phia, where the Loumelle Morgan Trio
opens October 16. . . . BOBBY MAR-
TIN'S band into Murphy’s, Trenton, N.
J. ... SLAPPY'S SWINGSTERS back at
Red Hill Inn near Camden, N. J. . . .
LENNY PEYTON TRIO and the Three
Luckys alternating at the Long Bar,
Philadelphia. . . . FREDDY EDMOND’S
TRIO new at Rainbow Grill, York, Pa.

. ANN RUBERT returns her piano-
vocals 10 O’Connor’s Restaurant, Albany,
N. Y....HICKORY BOYS in Leo Law-
ler’s, Philadelphia. . . . EDDIE SHEP-
PARD brings his Hammond organ to
Cadillac Tavern, Philadelphia. . . .
CHOCOLATE BARS make, their Phila~
delphia bow at the Open Door Lounge.
. .. ALMA and her mini-piano back at
Benny the Bum’s, Philadelphia, after a
10-week illness. . . . THELMA MAHER
takes her accordion to the Pelican, Beth-
lehem, Pa. .. . CHARLES STONE, piano,
set at the Royal Bar, Camden, N. J.

THREE MAJORS, recently signed to

Mike Special, get & vaude break with an
appearance at Loew’s State, New- York,
October 14, . DON SEAT opens at
Sandy’s, Paterson, N. J., October 26. . . .
MARIA LOPEZ, comedy singer, has also
signed with Mike Special, . . .
TRAVERS and Her Men About Town are

~ current ab the Queen Mary, New York.

. FRANK BAKER is a holdover at the
Ringside, New York. . . . VINCE MONDI
opens at that spot October 4. . . . ED-
DIE FARLEY is new to the Aftlantis,

(See OFF THE CUFF on page 24)

stands for “special’ personal
representahon for your. unit,

Write today for full details

MIKE SPECIAL

48 West 48th St.

Sweetheart of
Piano and Song

AUDREY THOMAS

S/

A Must on Your List

PAT TRAVERS

end

THE MEN ABOUT TOWN

JAY MARSHALL @

MASTER OF. CEREMONIES

‘8 In Demand Everywhere

The OWEN SISTERS

The Naticn’s Most Populer aQlrl Tric

DON SEAT
Quintette '

2 Girls—3 Men

SIX YOUTHFUL DYNAMOS
Jerry Montana
and his

S

Versatile Orchestra

King of the Organ .
Bill Thompson Trie
and .
Carol Horton

VELVET TONED

MARION MAYE '

N. Y.’s Newest Singing Sensation}

S/

Sweet Swing Comed:
DOT A La Node v

& DASH Fpungs.cp P

Currently Appearing: 6th Week
Columbla Hotel, Portiand, Maine,

" Tallrunetui—Terrifto @
MOLLY CRAFT

Versatile Singing Pianist

@3 Blondes

3
3 Volces DALE
3 lnstrum{en tallsts SISTERS

PAT
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NAME AT TRACTIONS
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EN ROUTE EAST!!? ‘

Hollywood’s most famous

The Man With the
I"unny Horn!

: Electrified Music! |
@ ANDY PADOVA'S @

I STREAMLINERS

4 Boys Presenting
Rhythms in Color

Under Contract
to Albert Pick Hotel Chain
Till January, 1944

America’s Most
Unusual

Instrumental Duo
& LE0 & EDDIE 8
~ & LEO at fthe Hammond Organ §& &

.‘ | EDDIE af the Hammond Novachord '

TRIO
!nsfrumenfahs‘ls & Entertainers [

First Eastern Engagement in
Two Years Y

and His Orchestra
@
On Decca Records

Currently: Currently: )
Extended’ Engagement at Currently: o | CAPITOL LOUNGE 1 Opening October 7 s
35 CLUB, Paterson, N. J. OHIO PICK HOTEL, Youngsfown - Chicago | CELEBRITY ROOM, Philadelphia |

m\

Ten Fingers of

X

THE ORIGINAL DECCA
Recording Artists

$ THE CATS AND § ¢
THE FIDDLE |

.. One of Americu’s Greotest
Sepia Quartettes

Opening October 7
ZOMBIE CLUB
Detroit

: =X
Wimhell—-—SulIwan—-Walker

Piano Dynamite

JEAN

Bass ~— Piano — Cuitar

a» Just concluded sensational ‘
engagement )

FORREST PARK

St. Louis, Missouri

and His
Pianology
First Date West
October 17 at
O’LEARY’S, Detroit
California Bound

THE No. T TriO OF
THE NATION

ADRIAN ROLLIKI
TRIO

Record ¢ Theatres @ Radio

MEADE LUX LEWIS

Recognized King Of The
BOOGIE-WOQGIE
PIANO

Recently 23 Weeks

TAHITI CLUB, Philadelphia

Going West Soon

Opening September 27
CHIN’S
Cleveland

Queen of the Clarinet

T ¥

PERSONALITY PLUS
3 BOYS and ANN

R

Hammond Organist

November 8

BEACHCOMBER
Omaha
California, here we comel

000~

Smartness at the Piano

VALERIE LEE

Opening October 7
- GLASS HAT |
& Belmont Plaza Hotel, N. Y. | i

WK
ELLIS LARKINS
TRIO

Featured Ten Months at

SUZANNE
SUMNER B .. Cote Sosiery Untown

Smart—Suvave—Swing=Stylist § i Tour.

Petite Pianist and Singer 4 Boys and An Idea

JILL ADRIAN HAL LEAMING

Recently at
Quartette

Renaissance Room, Boston.
Now held indefinitely at the
Vocalists o Instrumentalists

Class Hat, Belmont Plaza,
They're All Aces!

New York.
THE

3 ¢ FOUR SPACESH ¢

| ART TATUM
~ TRIO

Piano—Bass~~Guitar
Until January 10, 1944 _
THREE DEUCES, New York

| SHUNDERS.

and his Orchestra

@ California’s favorite sepia
small band

Heading east soon!

WX
JULIETTE
Los Cabelleros

Music, Songs and Dances
From Old Mexico

D

Redhead-Rhythm and Songs

(YNTHIA NOLES

MARVELLE
MYLER

One of the Mid-West's Finest
Piano Entertainers
Radio — Hotels — Cafes

X

DANCE MUSIC AS
SMOOTH AS SILK

3 JOHRNY BLACK -

Laughs, Laughs
and More Laughs!

'WO BEE'S

N i and her
3 Boys featuring anceable @ Vocals
ORCHESTRA Bass, Piano, Cuitar, Vocals Entertainment Stories in Music

-0 =

Songs for Sophisticates

JINJA

now known as

JUSTINE WAYNE

Pn‘uno—Solovox

T M -

Sensational ® Different - 3

L DON GOMEZ J §

and his
Organ, Piano and Solovox

8§ Decca @ Victor o Bluebird | ;
Americei's Greatest. :
Soprano Sax Artist

SIDNEY BECHET |

and his New Orleans “Feet Warmers” 0

Washington Acclaims Them!
Now in 24th week at the

ANCHOR ROOM
t Annapolis Hotel, Washington, D. €,
Piano and Voice

} ff GEorciawerey R

§. Monkey Bar, Elysee Hotel N. Y. €. ‘j

OR PHONE

)“.( CWILLIAM MoR'lils CAGENCY

NEW. YORK ‘6 i CHICAGO™ " . - . HOLLYWOOD
- CIRGLE 7521607 - Vo STATE 3632 R _ CRESTVIEW. 1-616]
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Review
. Adams and Dell

{Reviewed at Martins’, New York)
"This piano and song team is just what
the doctor ordered for a crewded, noisy
spot. The duo features George Adams,
Irish ténor with the usual assortment of
séntimental ballads and Gaelic ditties,
while Joe Dell provides the piano pacing
and clese harmony for Adams’s vocal
efforts. The sentiment, at times, reaclies
sirupy and maudlin proportions, but it’s
the fare that a good-natured beer-drink-
ing crowd wants.

That thiey have beénl Ig¢edinig the cus-
tomers the proper fodder is indicated by
the fact that they have been held over
until January 15. Joe Cohen,

OFF THE CUFF

(Continued from page 22)

L8

Brooklyn. . . . JERRY MONTANA ORK
goés into the Midway, Philadelphia, Mon-
day (4). . . . FREDDIE MASTERS ORK

starts at the Aquarium, New York,
Wednesday (6). . . . SUGAR HILL
QUART:."I‘, current at the Musical Vil-

Peace, -It’s Wonderful

NEW YOREK, Oct. 2—Danny
Hollywood, cocktail booker at the,
General Amusement Corporation,
prefers to  keep business and
home life as far apart as pos-.
sible. His wife, Betty BEngels,

. former vocalist for Will Osborn,
~Dick Rogers and MacFarland
Twins ork, resurmed her pro ca-
reer aftér lengthy layoff with a
date in the cocktail ldunge of the
Bossert Hotel, Brooklyn. Violet
Barrett, of Consolidated Radio
Artists, did thé booking.

' Hollywood, as a result of this
arrangement, will miss a lot of
commissions. Miss Engels has
been held over for an indefinite
period.

lage, Philadelphia, is bhookeq for . the
Endro, Brooklyn, October 11, to be fol-
lowed by Doc’s, Baltimore, October 29.
. . . DOROTHY DENNY, piano-singer,
is down for the Newark Recreation Cen-
ter, October 5, for two weeks.

NIGHT CLUBS-VAUDEVILLE-COCKTAIL COMEOS

MIDWEST:

THE THREE CHOCOLATES, now at the
Torest Park Hotel, St. Louis, are sched-
uled to opén for Ralph Goldberg at the
Beachcomber, Omaha, November 29. . . .
Preview, Chicago, has added Jose Rosado
(5) and Easterbrook and Farrar, plano-
voice team, to its entertainment pro-
gram. . . . SIX BLACK CATS, New Or-
leans outfit, have stretched a two-night
booking at Jack Thurhian's Silhouette,
Chicago, into a indefinite run. .
TOMMY EDWARDS, colored pianist, has
moved from the 1111 Club, Chicago, to

COY

" the 115 Club, Grank Forks, N. D. . . .

BILL CHANDLER (4), with Fifi Decca
on vocals, are back at Martin’s, Chicago.

MAURICE ROCCO, hoogie-woogie pian=-
ist, has furned down a two-week date
at the Latin Quartér, Chicago, his con-
stract at the Club Zanzibar, New York,
binding him up to 1944, with the excep-
tion of a trip to Hollywood for & picture
assignment, . . . MILLS BROTHERS are
figuring on taking one of the Four Tons
of Rhythm, now at the Silver FProlics,
Chicago, to replace their corpulent army-
bound- partner, . . SCAT MAN (Sher=
man Carothers) held over indefinitely at
the Capitol Loungé, Chicago, where he
will alternate with Snub Mosley. . . .

MUSIC MASTERS (3) into the Hollywood.
Show Lounge, Chicago. . . . CAROLE
STEVENS, piuno-voice, -continuing at the
Bar o' ‘Music, Chicago. . . . LICATA
BROTHERS into Maple’s Club, Peru, Iil.
. . . BLAINE JOHNSON and His Four
Shades of Blue have signed a mahage-
ment contract with Frederick Bros. and
go into the Dome, Minneapolls, October
18, replacing the Four Barons, who move
into Tampa Terrace, Tampa. . .. THE
POUR CLEFS, colored unit, inte the
Flame, Minrieapolis, October 18. . . .
BILL, AKIN (4) have started at Holly-
wood Bar, Rochester, Minn, . . . GENE
LEWIS (3) into the Show Bar, Evans-
ville, Ind. . . . JACK CRAWFORD (4) has
returned to the Trocadero Club, §t. Paul.
. . . DARRELL, MAYER, lb~year-old ac~
cordionist from St. Paul, breaking In as
a cocktail single.
*

* L3

FROM ALL AROUND:

LEE BROYDE and Leslie Miller, who
nave been featured on the Hammond
organ and Novachord in the Casino Urca,
Rio de Janeiro, have closed a ‘two-yea,r
engagement there and left for the United
States. '

(Routes are for current week when no dates
are given)

A

Adams & Dell (Martins) NYC, cl.
Adrienne (La Martinique) NYC, ne.
Afr-Lane Trio (Dempsey’'s) NYGC, cl.
Allén & Revel (Shangri-La) Boston, nc.
Alphand, Claude (Blus Angel) NYC, nc.
Amazing Mr. Bsllantine (Orpheum) Los Ans

geles 6-12, t.
- Andrews, Avis (Zanzibar) NYC, ne,
Argentine Duo (Varsity) Columbia, Mo., 7-9, t.
‘Arnaut Bros, (Hurricane) NYC, nec,
Arren & Broderick (Orpheum) Los Angeles
©6-12, t.

B

Balabanows, The (400 Club) St. Léuls, ne.
Baldwin & Bristo! (Hanger) New Bedford,
Mass,, ¢; (Lucerne) Lynn 11.16, nc.
Barry Sisters (Copacabana) NYC, ne,
Baxter, Bobby (Glenn Rendezvous) Newport,

Y., hc.
Bgck, Gertle (Embassy) Rochester, N. Y., 4-6,

't;, (Howard) Boston 8-14, &.
Belmont Bros. (Primrose) Newport, Ky. 27-
" Oct. 9, co.

Belmére, Barbara (Latin Quarter) NYC, ne/
Bergen, Jerry (Hurricane) NYC, nc.

Berry Bros. (Zanzibar) NYC, ne.

Black, Betty (365 Club) San Francisco, ne.
Blaing, Dorothy  (Camelia House) Chi, h,
Blake, Arthur (Majestic) Boston, b.
Blake, Ted (Primrose} Newport, Ky., CC.

| M :
2% aneie Bowp %

AMERIGA'S FINEST @irl Instrumental-Vacal Aot.
Pers, Repr, Allan Rupert, Consolldated Radlo Artists,
R.'G. A, Blda., N. ¥. G,

Buckwalter, Junior, & Marimhg Queens
(Loew) Washington 7-13, t. .

‘Boswell, Connee (Orpheum) Omaha, t.

Bourbon, Ray (Blue Angel) NYC, ne.

Brazil, Chiquita (Kelly’s Stables) NYC, nc.

Brissen, Carl (Versailles) NYC, ric.

- Britton, Pamela (Latin Quarter) NYC, nec,

Britton, Sherry (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nc.

Brooks, Evelyn (Greenwich Village Inn) NYGC,

ne,

Brooks, Larry (Copacabana) NYC, nc.
Brown, Randy (Royale Club) Detroit, ne.
‘Brown, Walter & Jean (Vine Gardens). Chi, ne.
Burton’s Birds (Walton Roof) Phila, ne.

c

Callahan Sisters (Mount Royal) Montreal, h.

Cameron, Pat (Sheraton) NYC, h.

Carlisle, Charlie (Bowery) -Detroit, ne,

Carmen, Lee (Phillips) Kansas City, Mo., h,

Carole & Sherod (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.

Carpenter, Thelma (Kelly’s Stables) NYC, nc.

Chittison, Herman, Trio~ (e Ruban Bleu)

NYC. ne,

Chocélate Bards (Kelly’s Stables) NYC, ne.

Chords, The (Oriental) Chi, t.

Claire, Vera (Phillips) Kansas City, Mo., h.

Clark, Coleman (Mount Royaly Montreal, h.

Clarissa (Troika) Washington, .nc.

Clark, Tiny (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

Claytons, The (Orpheum) Omahs, t.

Columbus & Carroll (Plaza) NYC, h.

Conrad, Cliff (Embassy) Brooklyn, ne.

Cooper, Karen (Latin Quarter) Chi, ne, N

Corio, Ann, Revue  (Palace) Columbus, Q,, $.

Cortez, Florez (Te Pee) Miami, xne,

GoIs{tello, Dinsa (Lookout House) Covington,
y., 1eC. 0

h

Danjels, Marion (Buffalo) Buffalo, &.

Dainty, Francis (Palace) San Franeisco, h.

Davis, Benny (State) NYC, t. .

Davis, Dorothy (Tic Toc) Milwaukee, ne.

Day, Dawn & Dusk (Le Ruban Bleu) NYC, nc,

Debonettes, The (Capitol) Washington, t.

De Croff, Ann (Astor) Montreal, ne.

Deilter. Georgina (Vienna) NYC, ne.

Del Rio, Diane (Ritty Davis) Miami, ne.

De Marlos (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne.

De May & Moore (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nec.

Dennis Sisters (Hurricane) NYC, nc¢, - .

Dennis & Sayers (Rex Grill) Lowell, Mass.,
re, ne.

Diaz, Servando Trio (La Conga) NYO, ne.

P'Ivons (Covacabana) ., nc.

Dombey, Xen (Puritas Springs Park Rink)
Cleveland. b. .

Dorsay, Fifi (400 Club) St. Louis, mne. .

Doyle, Eddie & Amy (Bama), Phenix Clty,
Alg., 4-16, nc,

W TRADE
SERVICE
FEATURE
b Billboard
Explanation of Symbols: a—auditorium; b—ball
cl=-cocktail lounge; h—hotel; ric—night club;
taurant; t—theater, .

ACTS -UNITS ATTRACTIONS
ROUTIES (o Orhestra Roufes, See Music Depariment)

room; ¢—cafe; cb—cabaret; ee—country club;
p—amusement park; ro—roadhouse; re—res-

Doyle, Mary Jane (Phillips) Kansas City, Mo.,
D'Rey, Fhil (Casluo Cafe of Tomorrow) Chi,

ne. =
Drew, Doryce (Orpheum) Cedar Rapids, Ia,
5-%7, t; (Orpheum) Davenport 8-10, t.
Duffy, Katherine, Girls (Touraine) Boston, h.
Durkin, Nellie (Glenn Rendezvous) Newport,

Ky., ne.
Dyer-Bennett, Richard (Village Vanguard)

ne.
" E

Edwards, Clff (State) NYC, b.
FEdwards Sisters (Palace) Cleveland,
Evang, Bob (Paramount) NYG, t,

F .
Fait, Virginla (Sawdust Trail) NYC, ne.
Fait, Virgima (Sawdust Trail) NYC, ne.
Farrell, Jack (Tic Toc) Milwaukee, ne,
Pitzgerald, Ella (Zanzibar) NYC, nc,
Foy, Eddie, Jr. (Palace) Columbus, O., .
Frisco, Joe (Club 18) NYC, nc. - -

c

YG,

3
Galante

& Leonardo (Wm. Penn) Pifts-
burgh, h,
Gary, Bill (Lookout House) Covington, Ry.,
ne.
Gale, Leuny (Stanley) Pittsburgh, t.

Gates, Bob & Maxine (Tic Toc) Milwaukes,

ne.
Gautier’s Steeplechase (Capitol) Washing-

on, t.

Gerity, Julia (Sawdust Trail) NYC, nec.

Gill, Jeffrgy (Bellerive) Kansas City, h.

Gleason, Jackie (Club 18) NYC, nc,

Gomez, Luis & Beatrice (Chez Paree) Chi, ne,

Gory, Gene, & Roberta (Kitty Davis) Miami
Beach, Fla., ne. i

Crifith & Wells (Beacon) Vancouver, Can., .

Guelis & Veling (La Conga) NYC, nc.

H

Hacker, Dave & dJune (Trocadero) Holly=
wood, nec.

Hz;lnneford,' George, Famlily (Falr) Birm’i'ng=
am 4-

Harrison & Fisher (Latin Quarter) NYQ, ne.
Hartnells, The (LaConga) Evansville, Ind., nc.
Harvers, Hal. (Blackhawk Cafe) Chi, ne,
Healy, Bunice (Earle) Washington, &,
Herbert, Tim (Earle) Washington, t.

Hickson, Hal (Club 18) NYC, nc,
Hildegarde (Plaza) NYC, h,

Horne, Willlam (Cafe Soclety Uptown) N¥QC,

ne.

Hoveler, Winnie, Dancers (Iceland) NYC, nec.
Howard’s, Harry, Pin-Up Girls (Orpheum) Los
_ Angeles 6-12, t,

Howe, Helen (Village Vanguard) NYG, nc.
Humber & Barry (Chin’s) Cleveland, el

1
Ink Spots (Stanley) Pittsburgh, &,

Jagger, Kenny (Sportsman Club) Indlanapols, '
cl.
Jaxon, Great (Pair) Petersburg, Va.

POLLY JENKINS
AND HER MUSICAL PLOWBOYS

. (U. 8§ O T, T, #20)
For terms and dates address Polly Jenklns &
Her Musical Plowhoys, 1 Main 8t,, iiion, N. ¥

Johnson, Willy (Vanity) New Orleans, nc.
Jones, Allan (Capitol) NYC
Jordan, Joanne (LaConga)

ne.

Joy, Sally, & Mascot (Lookout House) Cov=
ington, Ry., ne.

Joyner & Foster (Palace) Cleveland, %,

Juares, Juantta .(Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne.

- K
+ %
Kaés%n, Maria (Plains) Cheyenne, Wyo.,
ch. 11, .

" Evansville, Ind.,

unti

»

s Nov-Elites

T

That Inimitable Singing-Comedy Emsece

VAN KIRK
NOW—~6th WK. AT BEACHCOMBER,
BALTIMQRE ‘ i
w  JOLLY JOYCE
:::f:i‘: ::g Earle Theater Bldg.

PHILADELPHIA, PA,

Kean, Betty (Rlobamba) NYC, ne.

Keaton & Armfield (Majestic) Boston, t.

Keller, Dorothy (Paramount) NYC, ¢,

Knoll, Great (Sunbrock Show) Montreal 4-
11; Ottawa 14-16.

Rramer’s, Henry, Hollywood Midgets (Hay-
market) Dearborn, Mich,, until Oct. 17, nc.

L

Ladd & Lyon (Hipp) Baltimore, t.
Lane, Muriel (Henry Grady) Atlanta, h.

=k abato, Paddy (Stevens) Cleveland, ¢.

LaVelle, Miridam (Trocadero) Hollywood, ne.

Leaming, Hal (Hollywood Show Liounge) Chi, cl,

Lee, Bob (Wivel) NYC, re.

Lee, Lois (Charles) Baltimore, nc.

Lee, Wanda (Royal) Kansas City, ¢l.

Leeds, Jinmy (Mayflower) Boston 4-16, ne.

LeFledr, Arthur (Hipp) Baltimore, t.

Leit, Jeanne (Continental) Kansas City, h.

Leonettes, The (Swing) Rochester, nc.

Lester & Irmajean (Palm Beach) Detroif, ne.

Le Verde, Leon (3700) Cleveland, ne.

Lewis, Ralph (Blackhawk) Chi, re.

Liberto, Don (Copacabana) NYC, nc.

Tittle Sisiers, Three (Stanley) Pittsburgh,” .

Logan, Ella (Copacabana) NYC, nc.

Loring, Iacille (Town Tavern) Rockferd, II,
ne

Lowg'_1 }tnte ‘& Stanley (Earle) Washington
Lynne, Carol (Biltmore) NYC, ne, ’
M

MceArthurs (Greenwich Village Inn) NYC,
McKRay, Connle (Primrose) Newport, Ky.,
Macks, Four (State) NYC, t.

Madeline & Margie. (Embassy) Phila, ne,
Marcus, Ahe (Majestic) Boston, t.
Marcus, Dr. (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.
Marshall, Jack, iBelmont Plaza) NYC, h.
Martinez, Chu Chu (La Conga) NYC, nc.
Masters & Rollins (Hurricane) NYC, ne,
Maurice & Maryea (Commodore) NYC, h,
Maxey, Virginia' (Park Central) NYOC, h,

ne,
cC.

’ N
Nash, Joey (Iceland) NYC, nc.
Nevel, Nik & Bernyce (Forste) Sheboygan,

is.. h.

Novellos, The (Riverside) Milwaukee, t.
Nichols, Les (National) Détroit 4-7, t; (Em=

bassy) Rochester, N. Y, 8-10, %,
Niesen, Gertrude (Chez Paree) Chi, ne.
Nita, Marta (Village Barn) NYC, nc.
Noble & King (Blue Angel) NYC, ne.
Noel, Hattle (Palace) Cleveland, t.
Norskaye, Nadya (Ruban Bleu) NYC, ne. .
(Down Reat Theater Bar) Sioux
City, Ia., ne, -

o]

O'Brien, Virginia (Capitol) NYG, t.
O'Dare, Dale (Mon Paree) NYC, ne.
Ovettes, Great (Haymarket) Detrolt,
(Jefierson Inn) Detroit 11-16, ne,
Owen, Rex (Wm. Perin) Plttsburgh, b,

P

Pancho & Diane (Edgewater) Chi, h,

Pendleton, Bunny (Blue Angel) NYC, ne,

Pichon, Walter (Old- Absinthe House) New
Orleans.

Pickerts, The (Adams) Newark, N. J., &

Plant, Mark (Belmont Plaza) NYC, h.

Pops & Loule (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.

Price, Georgie (Latin Quartér) NYC, ne.

Price, Walter E, & Helen (USO-Camp Shows)
Alamagordo, N. M., 9; McLean, Tex, 186,

Princess & Willie Hawailans (Riviera) Colum=
bus, O., ne, -

Profit, Clarence, Trio (Kelly’s Stables) NYQ,

ne,
Q

Quitste (Vietory Room) Buffalo, ne,

R

Rahold, Rajah (Wm. Penn) Pittshurgh, h,

Rae, Nan, & Waterfall (State) NVG, &,

Rasha & Mirko (Pierre) NYC, h,

Ray, Jimmie (Hurricané) NVYC, ne. )

Rayburn, Hatry (Gay Nineties) San FraRe
cisco, nc.

Reeves, Cy (Colony) Chi, uec.

Reyes; Billy (RKO-Boston) Boston, f.

Rhythm Rockets, Four (Latin Quarisr) NYO,

ne.

Rials, The (Maiestic) Boston, t.

Richey, Jean (Earl Carroll Theater) Holly-
wood, re,

Robbins, Gayle (Touraine) Boston, h,

Robechaux, Joseph (Dan’s Bar) New Orleans,
ne. i '

Rocco, Maurice (Zanzibar) NYC, ne.

Rolando (Havana-Madrid) NYC, ne.

Romas, Flylng (Fair) Lawrenceburg, Tenn,;
(Falr) Florence, Ala., 11-16. .

Rooneys, The (Shrine Circus) Phila 7-13,

Rose Marie (Versailles) NYC, ne.

Ross Sisters (Diamond Horseshoe) NYO, ne.

Roth, Lillian (5100 Club) Chi, ne.

Roxyettes (Edrle) Washington, §.

Rudolph, Teress (Colony) Chi, ne,

Russell, Bob (New Yorker) NYC, h.

Russell, Connie (Radisson) Minneapolis, h,

nes

‘ S
Samuels, Al (400 Club) 8t. Louis, ne.
Bebastian, John (Cafe Society Uptown) NYO,

ne.
Beeley, Winn (Copacabana) NYC, ne,
Sharkey (Earle) Phila,'t, -

(See ROUTES op poge 33)

0. D. MACK

THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES
€08 Shubert Bldg. PHILADELPHIA, PA,
Phones: Kingsley 9012—Jdefforsen 1608 -

" Exclusive’ Manager - .

' COOK AND TAYLOR

2-Girl Wacky Comedy Team

Maye. Marion (Relly’s Stables). NYC, ne,
Merrill, Joan (Royale Club) Detroit, nec.
Merry Macs, The (Earle) Phila, t. -
Miller, Folie (Royale -Club) Detroit, ne. -
Mgrlez:j tg}lenn, Singers (Adams) Mewark,
Mills Bros. (Palace) Cleveland, t.

Moke & Poke-(Zanzibar) NYC, ne,
Morgan, Johnny (Adams) Newark, N. J, 6.
Morgan, Loumel (Chin’s) Cleveland, ¢l.
Mava, Lolita (Glen Park Casino) Buffalo, ne.
Murphy Sisters (Commodore) NYC. h,
Myles, Marilyn (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nec.

=

Advance
Bookings

TRADE
SERVICE
'FEA TJ”RE
. ‘Ulliv\:-\_mdﬂ P

PARAMOUNT, Hammond, Ind.: Ada
Teonard, Oct. 10; Guy Kibbee, Al Kavelin,.
17: Bonnie Baker, Milt Britton, 24; Shep

Fields, 31; Eddy Howard, Nov. 7; Hoosler

Hot Shots, 14."
MYRUS: Blackstone Hotel,
Nov. 12 (four weeks).
CALLAHAN SISTERS: Club Royals, De=
troit, Oct. 22=Nov, 5. . ’
-JIMMY DORSEY: Chicago Theater,
Chicago, Dec, 10 (week).
CHUCK FOSTER: Casa Loma Ballroom,
S8t. ‘Louls, Oct. 22 (two weeks).

Chicago,

-
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“Sons 0’ Fun” to
Shootat O.and J.
Philly Record

. SRO Since Labor Day

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 2.—Olsen and
Johnson promise to hit the record
chalked up two years ago here by their
Hellzapoppin’ with their Sons o Fun.
The original four weeks for Sons already
extended to six weeks by canceling out
Toronto and Montreal. Show will hold-
over for two more weeks to make it eight
in all thus far by canceling out Balti-
more and setting the Boston opening
back. Hellzepoppin’, with Happy Felton
and Jay C. Flippen in the lead, stayed
at the Forrest Theater for 10l weeks
and walked out with $316,900. Sons o
Fun, which now stays put at least to
October 23, is sure to ring up at least
$280,000, and may stay beyond that.

With the box-office record depending
on thé length ¢f run, Sons has already
topped several récords thus far. These
records include not a single seat empty
at any night performance since Labor
Day, the largést number of paid admis-
slons in the same number of perform-
ances since the Forrest Theater first
opened, and the fewest number of passes
in & comparable period. Apart from af-
fécting the bookings this season, local
engagement will cause delay in O.and J.’s
picture commiitments and their new
Broadway show.

Shuttering of Ed Wynn’s Big Time
vaude revue in Pittsburgh last week
clearéd the Forrest for Sons. Wynn show
wad skedded tofollow on October 11, and
néxt booking for the house is the re-
vival of A Connecticut Yankee on Octo-
ber 28. November bookirigs continue t6
pilé up fér the local legit houses with
Kisgs and Tell set for the Locust Street
Theater on November 15. In addition,
Walnut Street Theater fills in its one
open Cctober week with Eddie Dowling’s
‘new drama, Manhatton Nocturne, on the
18th. Nocturne comes here following its
Baltimore premiere October 11 with the
Broddway opening set for October 25,

BROADWAY
OPENING

B1JOU

(Beginning Séptember 29, 1943)

ALL FOR ALL.

A farce by Norman Bruce, based on a play by
Aaron Hoffman, Staged by Harry Creen.
Setting designed by A. A, Ostrander, “built

by Vail and painted by’ Triangle. Company
manager, John Tuerk. Sfage manager, Ben
Ross. Assistant stage manager, Adele

Jerome. Press representative, Karl Bemstem
Presented by A. L. Berman,
Marion Kruger R Flora Campbell

John Bauer Jr. ... .. ... L. L Lyle Bettger
Albert Kruger . ...... .. ...00e.. Harry Green
John Bauer Sr. ...... .. ih.... Jack Pearl
Daniel Drum ... veeviinenn,. Wyrley Birch
Thomas W. Craig ... .....cvu.. Loring Smith,

SYNOPSIS OF SCENES-——AII the Action Takes
Place i the Executive Office of Bauer’s K. O,
Brand, Bauerville, Calif.

ACT 1—A MOrnmg in June. ACT [l
Several Weeks Later. ACT IIl—Two" weeks
Later. Evening.

All for All has three things to recom-
mend it. Tt reopens the Bijou Theater,
which has undergone a tasteful face-
lifting, and it brings back those excellent
comics, Jack Pearl and Harry Green, to
the Stem. Outside of that, the juicing
up by various contribs, under the col-
lective nom-de-legit of Norman Bruce,
of Aaron Hodman’s 20-year-old Give and
Tuke merely follows the familiar Potash
and Perlmulter-Abie’s Irish Rose pattern.

This time the set-up concerns a factory
head and his foreman éach with the cus-
tomary son and. daughter. Plot stems
from the taking over of the fruit-can-
ning plant by employees on profit-shar-
ing basis with resulting difficultiel re-
solved thru the interference of a wacky
mullionaire. Somewhere along the line
the boy and gal get together for. a third-
act curtain clinch and a happy papa
ending That’s the tale and it runs thm
in the telling.

However, in spite of long stretches of
dull writing a plot that peters out to-
ward the end of a second act, All man~
(See BROADWAY OFENING on page 30)

N\
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BROADWAY SHOWLOG

Performances Thru QOctober 2

Y
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Out-of-Town Openings

Shubert Theater, Boston
(Opened Friday, September 17, 1943)

ONE TOUCH OF VENUS

A musical comedy with book by S. j: Perelman
and Ogden Nash. Lyrics by Ogden Nash.
Music, arrangements and orchestrations by
Kurt Weill. Staged by Elia Kazan. Dances
by Agnes De Mille. Costumes designed by
Paul Du Pont and Kermit Love, Settings
designed by Howard Bay, constructed by
William Kellam and- painted by Center
Studios. Musical director,  Maurice Abra-
vanel. General manager, Nick Holde. Press
representative, Jean Dalrymple. Stage man-
ager, Frank Coletti. Produced by Cheryl
Crawford in association with john Wildberg.
CAST: John Boles, Paula Laurence, Teddy

Hart, Harry Clark, Kenny Baker, Mary Martin,

Florence Dunlap, Sam Bonnell, Lou Wills Jr,

lane Hoffman, Zachary A. Charles Adelalde

Klein, Ruth Bond, Johnny Stearns, Bert Freed,

Jane Hoffman, Harold §. Stone, Johnny Stearns,

Stanley Prager, Matthew Farrar.

SINGERS: Missés Willa Rollins, Jane Davies,
Beatrice Hudson, Rose Marie Elliott, Julie jef-
ferson, Betty Spain; Messrs. Lyn Alden, Arthur
Davies, Matthew Farrar, Jeffrey:Warren.

DANCERS: Sono Osato, Diana Adams, Nelle
Fisher, Ruth Harte, Jinx Heffelfinger, Jean
Houloose, Ann Hutchinson, Pearl Lang, Allyn
Ann Mclerie, Lavina Nielsen, Ginee Richard-
son, Patricia Schaeffer, Kirsten Valbor, Carle
Erbele, William Garrett, Ralph Lynn, Duncan
Noble, Kevin Smith, William Weber, Lou Wills
Jr., Parker Wilson, Robert Pagent, Peter Birch,

One Touch of Venus is a mischievous,
spirited and witty entertainment that
sparkles like a trayful of brilliants. TI%
is an unconventional tune show, to say
the least, for it avoids formula like the
plague. When you come to add up its
choice and artful qualities thé one word

is “imagination.” The gllt-edged talents

who worked on Venus have spared noth.-
ing of thelr ingenuity, invention and
skill.

It all begins with Cheryl Crawford and
John Wildberg, who had the good taste
to hire S. J. Perelman, Ogden Nash and
Rurt Weill to write material for Mary
Martin, Kenny Baker and John Boles
to play with. And play they do, for the
Perelman-Nash' book is a delight of air-
drawn fantasy, and Nash's lyrics are as
smart and whimsical as.a new chapéau
by Lily Dache, while Mr. Weill’'s tunes
range from the hauntingly romatitic to
the comical and finally even to a barber-
shop quartet that is a solid show-
stopper.

Tho by no means new, the legend
that a statue of Venus will come to life
when a young man places a ring on her
finger is a beguiling one for a musical
comedy book. PBut Perelman and Nash
have dreamed that it all started in a
Manhattan art school gallery managed
by an indignant and tempermental John
Boles. When Kenny Baker, as a prosaic
little- Broadway barber, arrives to per-
form his services, he sees the statue of
Venus on whose fingér he slips his
fiancee’s ring. And lo, it becomes Mary
Martin.

The art school director is infatuated
with the live Venus, but she loves her
deliverer. BSo Venus and her little bar-
ber play at romance in the suburbs
while an acid-tongued secretary to the
director, a couple of low-comedy detec-
tives and other assorted characters be-
come Involved in complications of the
story. But Venus must return to her
marble. perfection, altho she reappears
as a prospective student\in the art

Steady Bookings,
Hype Chi Drama

White Elephants Comehack

CHICAGO, Oct. 2—Going into its sec-
ond month of the new season local legit
appears - set for its biggest year in a
decade. Bookings, merely speculative a
week ago, al'e now definite and the Loop’s-
11ine houses have bookings which promise
‘to keep them open continuously thru
the season.

Bookings at the Erlanger include The
Student Prince October 4, with a possi-
bility that it will be moved to the
Studebaker later; Without Love, October
28, and Oklahoma!, November 15. To-
morrow the World is slated for the Sel-
wyn November 7, and The Corn Is Green
is due at the Studebaker November 8,

Julius Pfeiffer  and Dan Goldberg,
lessees of the Great Northern and pro-
ducers of Matd in the Orzarks, have en-
gaged Harry Minturn, veteran producer,
as general production manager and con-
template new productions when Maid
concludes its marathon run.

Two houses, white eléphants for years,
are again in the running—the magnifi-
cent 3,700-seat Civic Opera and the 1,000~

'seat Civic Theater, both built by the late

Sam Insull in 1929. The depression
which followed their building, plus the
fact that they are off the beaten track,
soon closed them and they have remained
dark except for occasional offerings,
most of which failed to draw. Notable
exceptions were This Is the Army and
Lady in the Dark, both 6f which played
to capacity. o

Accent on Ballet Musicals

With no opera skedded this season the
Opera House may benefit from the scar-
city of theaters and the unprecedented
demand for shows. Billy Rose wanted it
for his Carmen Jones but probably won't
get it, as bookings already made will
carry well into 1944. Ballet Russe opens
October 15 for 10 days, followed by The
Wealtz King, at present planned to open
‘November 1. Ballet Theater is due De-
cember 25, Olsen and Johnson in Sons
o’ Fun January 3, probably followed by
Ziegfeld Follies..

The Civic Theater, headed by Ralph T.
Kettering, opens October 10 with New
York company of Janie. Kettering and
George M. Gatts are plaining a musical
for the Civic next spring.

The Actors’ Company, amateur group
which has scored a success with Guest
in the House, now has several potential
backers for a pro company but cannot
obtain a Loop house. Company’s season
exits tonight (2) because of the opening
of the concert season in Kimball Hall and
it is taking over the Forester, an out-of.
Loop house. On October 18 the Actors'

Company “Creative Theater” will be
established. .

school in ¢y slightly perplexing final
scene.

All this Elia Kazan has put together
with the same sureness and employmeént
of imagination to be found in the work
of the other principals. Xurt Weill has
keyed his superb orchestrations low ' so
that the voices can be heard over the or-
chestra without the use of microphones.
But, as it turns out, some of the voices
(speaking and singing) are not strong
enough, and the brilliant Perelman-Nash
lines are so subtle, to the point of
obliqueness, that they must be heard by
everyone to be understood. It is sad
to report then that it may be necessary
to use microphones to put the show over.

Few are the moments in which the
book sags. But they are serious points.
The first act finale, with the relating of
the story of the English murderer, Dr.
Crippen, iz pretty heavy and unwieldy
stuff. And some of the stunning Agres
De Mille- ballets are both a trifle long
and obscure, altho they generally make
a brilliant effect.. But when the dross,
which wusually weighs down any nhew
musical, has been burned away by dint
of hard work, Venus will be a superlative
plece of stagecraft.

Mary Martin gives every impression of
being happy and at home as Venus.
She's a full-fledged star now, a position
some felt she could never attain., She
sings- Weill’s lovely songs with laughter.
in her voice and she puts a twinkle in
Nash’s sophisticated lines. Mainbocher
has dressed her exquisitely and she looks
altogether lovely.

John Boles is swell as the art-school
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director, even if a trifle stiff and une
bending. His singing is grand. Kenny
Baker Is the weakest of the trio, but
his stage manner is free and he will
‘undoubtedly grow in stature. Most of
all, he needs to give out more to get
both his speaking and singing over the
foot,

. Into a show that has a pretty sweet

atmosphere, Paula Laurence injects the marks of greatness. He is a man of sim-}

sting of a dash of vinegar. Her part is

written for her to a T. Teddy Hart vyersal arts of war, who easily falls prey’

bounces around like an.India rubber ball,
but he should have more low comedy,
both for contrast and to give his talents
some exercise. :

On opening night there were quite a
few stage waits, and the show ran until
11:25. Keener timing, a new and shorter
first-act finale, plus a bit of trimming

. here and there, will reduce the running
time without drastic cutting.

Some of Kurt Weill’s tunes are elusive,
others are written much like classic comic
opera recitative; that is, they follow the
lyrics and don’t fall into 30-bar se-
quences. Spegk Low, That’s Him and
Foolish Heart should bhe romantic hits
in that order. A barbershop quartet
(Boles, Baker, Hart, Clark) called The
Trouble With Women stopped.the show
cold and is a sure-fire novelty. In the

(novelty class also are Paula Laurence’s
two numbers, Very, Very, Very and The
Modest Goddess, plus a little ditty, Oh,
New Jersey, which the Chamber of Com-~
merce of that State won't like a bit.
I'm a Stranger Here Myself, sung charm-
ingly by Mary Martin, got a warm hand.

Howard Bay has designed a sultably
fantastic and colorful setting, for which
Paul du Pont and Kermit Love have
dreamed up some attractive costumes.
Maurice Abravanel presides ably over the
orchestra. ’

Venus is highly sophisticated and smart
entertainment. It will hit the high-
brows right between the eyes. But the
tired weldérs, who are buying the tickets
these days, won't get it at all. :

' John William Riley.

Colonial Theater, Boston
{Opened Monday, September 20, 1943)

OTHELLO .

Drama by William Shakespeare. Staged by
Margaret Webster.  Production designed
and lighted by Robert Edmond Jones. Mu-
sic composed by Tom Bennett. Scenery
constructed by T. B. McDonald Studios_and
painted by R. W. Bergman Studios. Com-
pany manager, John Yorke. Press repre~
sentatives, Alfred H. Tamarin and Lorella
Val-Mery. Associate producer, John Hag-
gott. A Margaret Webster production pre-
sented by the Theater Guild.

ROdErig0 . oivveenenannennans Jack Manning
|70 S T Jose Ferrer
Brabantio .....iieeiiii e Averell Harris
Othello ..ovve it ieennens Paul Robeson
CasSio vuvereannrirnantinanes james Monks
DUKE ©ievinenrnenrecaenans Robert E. Perry
Lodovicd .. veeveneteneenannn Philip Huston
A MESSENEEr v iviveaenanaas Henry Barnard
First Senator ......c0veeueenn Jack DeShay
Second Senator .........00e0 Craham Velsey
. Third Senator ... .ceveeeeeneenn. John lreys
Desdemona .. .voeeveenneeoecasen Uta Hagen
Montano ........... .William Woodsor

First Soldier at Cyprus ...
Second Soldier-at Cyprus .
Third Soldier at Cyprus

o Eugenq Stuckmann
Bruce Brighton

Emilia ...cvevnenoenneens Margaret Webster
Bianca ...cvereeneinicneaiiions Edith King
Gratiano ..e.vvueeinenenns Robert E. Perry

Senators, Soldiers, Servants and Citizens:

Martha Falconer, Timothy Lynn Kearse, David
Koser, John Cerstad, Jeff Brown, Albert Hach-
meister, Ronald Bishop.

ACT 1—Scene 1: Street in Venice.
Council Chamber. Scene 3: Seaport in Cyprus.
Scene 4: Castle in Cyprus. ACT Il—Scene
1: Castle in Cyprus. Scene 2: Bedroom in
the Castle. Scene 3: Street in Cyprus. Scene
4: Bedroom.

Paul Robeson's Othello will undoubted-
1y go down in history as one of the great
Shakespearean portrayal of the modern
theater. The Negro singer and actor
had played the role in England in 1930.
Then, in August, 1942, Margaret Webster,
in association with John Haggott, pre-
sented Robeson in Othello at the Cam-
bridge Summer Theater and the McCar-
ter Theater, Princeton, in an event that
shook the foundations of the theatrical
world. .

Here, for the first time on the Ameri-
can stage, the role Is being acted by a
Negro. It, does not matter much whether
or not Othello was a Moor or a Negro,

. for the scholars will argue the matter
endlessly. Questions of race or -creed or
of sectional prejudice have no place in
the argument. Othello is a noble and
majestic figure of literature, and he lives
here in a man of equal stature. Never-
theless, it 1s a tribute to that nebulous
thing, the American way, that it can hap-
pen here.

Such a restrained. beginning to a re-

Scene 2:

\

view of a tragedy which generates the~

sti{ling emotional pressure of this, is
simply a defense against its never-shak-
ing intensity. None who experience it
will be able to put out of mind the
mounting torrent of agony, the over-
whelming passion of the drama,
Robeson's Othello is a man of primi-
tive greatness. He has stature and the

ple mind, except in the difficult and uni-

to the foul machinations of Iago, not be-
cause of inherent weakness, or of sus-

picious nature, but because he is a man .

ruled by fundamental passions rather
than intellect.

The forward sweep of Robeson’s char-
acterization, its steady degeneration from
heaven-sent happiness in the love of
Desdemona, to the blackest, groping
despair at his suspicions of her, is sheer
virtuoso acting. His vocal instrument is
nothing short of magnificent in poetic
power, in flexibility of modulation that
expresses every shade of meaning, in
thundering tone power. His- physical
impressiveness is towering.

If Robeson is the focal point of the
tragedy, it is Margaret Webster who has
orchestrated the production so that the
sweeping impetus of sound and drama is
never retarded. Every character, every
line, even, falls into its place as part of
the play’s progress. It has the essentials
of pity and terror that produce the pur-
gative effect of high tragedy. And. Miss
Webster has - never lost sight of
the essentially basic story in a welter
of psychological interpretations. With
sound, free craftsmanship she has given
the play complete theatrical validity.

Jose Ferrer’'s Jago is an enormously
_clever characterization from which he
draws the last ounce of legitimate effect.
He is a man of small aspect, grown large’
simply thru his subtle machinations; a
man of conniving mind, warped and vil-
lainous. Ferrer's portrayal, like Robeson’s
and Uta Hagen’s, has grown in breadth
and undertaking since the Cambridge
performances.

Miss Hagen is the acme of grace and
! loveliness. Her role is outlined in subtle
and tender contrast to Othello’s. Miss
Webster, tripling as producer, director
and actor, is most successful in the first
two. Her Emilia is perhaps too cool and
clever to fall for Iago’s cunning. James
Monks fairly flows in blank verse. Robert
E. Perry, as the.Duke, is adequate, tho
perhaps a shade glib; Edith King’s Bianca
is an amusing, flouncing tart; Jack
Manning is too simpering, and only
faintly comical, as the weak Roderigo.

The sets for the ‘production were de-
signed for the obvious purpose of aiding
simplicity and fluidity of action, but
they are lacking in imagination and at-
mosphere. A great deal more can be
done with them. Tom Bennett has com-
posed a few .martial strains for back-
ground music. , ' .

For sheer beauty and quality of acting,
this is a stunning productién. There
is no reason why it should not have the

. greatest success of any recent produc-
tions of Shakespearean tragedy.
J.

R.

Mother’s Day

(Opened in San Franc%sco, Sept. 25, 1943)
GEARY THEATER

A comedy by Aleen Leslie. Directed by
Melville Burke. Settings by Phil Raiguel.
Presented by Samuel Bischoff.

THE CAST: Leon Ames, Scotty Beckett,
Leong Maricle, Patty Pope;, Tom Seidel,
Mona Barrie, Jimmie Smith, Teddi Sher-
man, Kate Harrington, Kathryn Keys,
Isabel. O’Madigan, Boyd Agin, Charles
Mitchell.

When the first performance of an un-

- tried play has the customers rolling in
the aisles most of the time the producers
know they have a hit. Such was the'
success.of Mother’s Day, which provided
laughs galore as it ran its course.

It invited chuckles as 1t explored the
comic possibilities of maternity, the serv-
ant problem, the Good Will Hour and life
in general. It peeks into the living room
of the Quin Family, which consists of
an average father and mother and an
average pair of youngsters, and discovers
that it wasn't adolescence that was
bothering 16-yedr-old Margaret but ma-
ternity. .

From that point on the action becomes
fast, furious and funny. While engaged
in wrestling with the servant problem
the parents discover, first, that tieir
high -school daughter is becoming bas-
sinet-minded; secondly, that she has
married a young oaf who has joined the
army, and finally, that the dopes weren't

typewriter.

aware that getting & license didn’t con-
stitute marriage.

The cast includes Leon Ames, Leona
Miracle, Scotty Beckett, Mona Barrie,
Patty Pope, Jimmy Smith, Teddi Sher-
man and Tom Seidel.

Edward Murphy.

-~
a

~ Wilbur Theater, Boston
(Opened Monday, September 13, 1943)

, THE NAKED GENIUS

A comedy by Gypsy Rose lLee. Staged by
Ceorge S. Kaufman. Settings designed by
Frederick Fox, built by Turner Construction
Company and painted by Kaj Valden. Cos-
tumes by Billy Livingston, General manager,
Joseph B. GlickR; company manager, Louis
Epstein, Press representatives, Lewis Har-
mon and Michael Coldreyer.. Stage man-
ager, Franklin M. Heller. Presented by
Michael Todd.

CAST: Joan Blondell, Pauline Myers, Millard
Mitchell, Byrdn Russell, Marcel Rousseau, Elea-
nor Prentiss, Kay Buckley, Rex O’Malley, Claire

Meade, Bertha Belmore, Georgia Sothern, Anton

McQuade, Lewis Charles, Donald Randolph, Dora
Merande, Frieda Altman, Emily Ross, Edmonia
Nolley, Rosemary Rice, Mary Ashworth, Gil
Maison, Bernice Maison, James Moore, John
McGrath, John Souther, Judson Langill, Marie
Louise Dana, George Cotton, Tom Daly, Ralph
Lewis, Ropert Downing, Ralph Clover.

When historians get around to record-
ing the events and the characters of
that stepchild of the theater, burlesque,
there will be one personality standing
head and shoulders above the rest. She

-will be Gypsy Rose Lee, stripper, actress

of parts, dabber into several things cul-
tural, practitioner of the literary arts
and enfant terrible, and above all, a per-
sonality. ’

A few years ago someone sold Gypsy a
She thought she ought to
learn how to use it and, in so doing,
turned out a couple of pages labeled fic-
tion and called The G-String Murders.

That one—the smoky, blue atmosphere.

of the pearly houses and parade of star-
tling characters—was hung on a thread
of a plot.

So now Gypsy turns to the drayma
and, In a mood of tell all (despite the
denials of the program book) writes an
autoblographical play called The Naked
Genius. Sad to report, she has come a
cropper, probably for the, first time in
her long and devious career. For Genius
is not what Mike Todd thought it was
when he agreéd to produce it. Nor is it
yet what George S. Kaufman intended it
to be when he set out to stage it.

Genius tries mightily to be swift, rough
and cocksure, but succeeds only in being

-painstakingly slow, soft and dispirited.

Unless the inventive draftsman can cure
its distemper, it will languish and fade
from sheer weakness. s

Amid two wonderfully vulgar and elut-
tered settings by Frederick Fox, Gypsy
relates the story of a stripper who gets
public credit for a best selled that sets
her off on a chain of mis-adventures.
She falls in and out of love with her
publisher; she engages in various shady
deals with the ghost who wrote her book,
and with her mother, who is an amateur
“fence” and promoter of unsuccessful
business enterprises. And she ends up
by marrying her manager. The thin plot
is as prosaic as that.

Only one character has the earthiness
that the burlesque atmosphere suggests.
That is a distasteful lady’s room attend-
ant played 4vith vulgar comic invention
by Doro Merande, If the other charac-~
ters were written with as much imagina-
tion, Genius would make its author the
Runyon of burlesque. In the early stages
of its tryout, the direction is static and
hesitant, and the cast plays with insuf-
ficient bounce and gusto.

Joan Blondell looks altogether too
lovely and charming as the stripper,
Honey Bee Carroll. She’s an awfully
pretty girl, and it is swell to have her
back on the stage, but she is not tough
enough for a stripper. Millard Mitchell,
as her manager, and Claire Meade, as her
mother, have the right idea about their
roles, but they both lack spirit. Georgia
Sothern, late of burlesque, adds her au-
thentic, bit. Rex O'Malley has fun with
the role of a swishy hat designer, and
Lewls Charles ‘does well by the ghost
writer. Donald Randolph is soft and
ineffectual as the young publisher. The
remaining roles are handled in’routine
fashion.

Naked Genius is a study in ineffective-
ness. There is something there, but it

needs invention, ideas and elbow grease,
.a colorful and sometimes moving music

to polish it up for Broadway.
J. W.' R.’

-CHILDREN:

‘things with Serena.

Pre-Road Preview

44th Street Theater

Beginning Monday, September 13, 1943

PORGY AND BESS

An operetta founded on the play by DuBose

and Dorothy Heyward.
Gershwin. Book by DuBose Heyward, Lyrics
by DuBose Heyward and ira Gershwin. Di-
rected by Rebert Ross. Music director,
Alexander Smallens. Choral director, Eva
Jessye. Settings designed by Herbert An-
drews, built by Jack Leary and painted by
Bergman Studios. Costumes supervised by
Paul du Pont and executed by Eaves. ~Gen-
eral manager, Charles Stewart, Press repre-
sentative, Jean Dalrymple; Jack Charash, as-
sociate. Stage manager, Don Darcy. Pre-
sented by Cheryl Crawford.

THE CAST: GCeorgette Harvey, Musa Williams,
Harriet Jackson, Edward Matthews, Avon
Long, Jerry Laws, Henry Davis, Alma Hub-
bard, William C. Smith, George Randol, Todd
Duncan, Warren Coleman, Etta Moten, Ken-
neth Konopka, Richard Bowler, Coyal Mc~
Mahan, Charles Welch, Charles Colman,
Catherine Ayres, Edward Tyler, Don Darcy.

Music by George

'‘RESIDENTS OF CATFISH ROW, FISHERMEN,

CHILDREN, ETC.: The Eva Jessye Choir:
Virginia Girvin, Gladys GCoode, Eulabe!l Riley,
Louisa Howard, Assotta Marshall, Sadie Mc-

Gill, Annabelle Ross, Zelda Shelton, Eloise

Uggams, Musa Williams, John Diggs, Leslie

Gray, Jerry Laws, William C. Smith, Harold

Desverney, Velda Shelton, Roger Arford,

Charlés Colman, Coyal McMahan, Edward

Tyler, William O’Neal.

Robert Tucker, Ruthetta Ander~
son, Kenneth Tucker, Thomas Tucker, Douglas
Rise, Patricia Rice.

ACT |I—Scene 1: Catfish Row, a Summer
Evening. Scene 2: Serena’s Room, the Follow-
ing Night, ACT 11—Scene 1: Catfish Row, a
Month Later. Scene 2: A Palmetto jungle,
Evening of Same Day. Scene 3: Catfish Row,
Before Dawn, a Week Later. Scene 4: Serena’s
Room, Dawn of Following Day. ACT lll—
Scene 1: Catfish Row, the Next®Morping.
Scene 2: Catfish Row, Early Morning. Scene 3%
Catfish Row, Five Days Later.

The third visit of Porgy and Bess to
New York proves that it has joined the
select circle of plays, operettas and operas
which will go on -forever—well, almost
that long—returning .year after year with
growing audiences, ‘It needs none of the
so-called suspense element to draw an
audience. Instead it’ll pull the millions
who have heard condensed versions of the
production on the air and have come to

expect the music on broadcast programs -
It will also .

devoted to light classics.
pull the thousands who have a growing
respect for Negro singing. Its stature hag
grown with age.

The speed with which the present pro-
duction moves is almost too streamlined.
As a matter of fact, it is too swift in two
very vital scenes, the jungle struggle in
which Bess is won back by Crown, and
the strangling of Crown by Porgy. No
one in the audience believed for a mo-
ment that Crown could have been choaked
to death in less than three seconds. Both
of these speeded-up scenes were played
in the best opera tradition, i. e., “go thru
the motions in order to justify the sing-
ing.” This is wrong and a few perform-
ances” will convince everybody involved
that while the cutting of the rest of the
waste motion was ckay, a woman’s struggle
for her morals and a man’'s for his life
ought to be as reslistic as the rest of the
play. .

The production leaves little to be de-
sired, altho it could have used Anne
Brown as Bess, despite the program note
that Gershwin wanted Etta Moten, who
plays it now; for the part originally. Miss
Moten is more than satisfactory in the
opening scene, but sings Bess thinly and
loses audience sympathy half way thru
the evening. Miss Brown held the audi-
ence all the way. Todd Duncan will be
Porgy as long .as he remains’ in voice.
Harriet Jackson’s Clara is not quite Abble
Mitchell’s, but good enough.

Avon Long’s Sportin’ Life improves with
every performance. Remarkable what cap
be done with a character that in theory, at
least, is a louse, & gamblin’® weak-livered
snow-seller, Long does a great job and
is a definite lift to the show.

Special mention must be made of a
number of fine bits. Alma Hubbard does
Her’s is not a bit
part, by the way. Edward Tyler’s Crab
Man and Catherine Ayres’ Strawberry
Woman are remembered by the audience
who walk out talking about them more
than about the leads, whom they expect
to be good.

The Gershwin music is well sold, but
the direction moves with a speed that
no doubt has never been seen in sleepy
Catfish Row.

As long as there are those who enjoy

(See PRE-ROAD PREVIEW on ‘page 30)
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(Routes are for current week when no dates
are given)

A

Abbott, Dick (Mayfair) Washington, re,
Akin, Bill (Frolics Stage Lounge) Minneapolis,
ne.

Allan, Bob (Arcadia Grill) Canton, O., nc. N
Allen, Bob: Savannah, Ga., 6; Columbia, S, C.,
%; Cawmp Gordon, Ga., 8; Atlanta 9.
Allen, Larry (Point Concord Inn) Havre de
Grace, Md., ne. o
Andrews, Gordon (18 Club) NYC, nc.
Andrews, Ted (Butler's Tap Room) NYO, me,
Angelo (Iceland) NYC, re.
Armstrong, Louls (Palace) Cleveland, t.
Arturos, Arturo (Park Central) NYC, h.
Ashman, Eddie (Village Barn) NYGC, nc.
Astor, Bob (Pelham Heath Inn) NYC, nec.
Auld, Georgie (Commodore) NYC, h

B
Babbitt, Stewart (Hilton)
Calif., h.,
Baker, Don (Algiers) NYC, cb.
Bar, Vic (Olympic) Seattle, h.
Bardo, Blll (Orpheum) Omaha, t.
Barnet, Charlie (Park Central) NYC, h.
Barrie, Gracie (Earle) Phila 4-7, t; Hagers-
town, Md., 8, a; (Manhattan Center) NYC,

Bartal, Jeno (Lexington) NYC, h. '

Basie, Count (Howard) Washington, ¢;
(Apollo) NYC, §-14, t. _

Basile, Joe (Fair) Greenshoro, N, C.; (Fair)
Charlotie 11-16,

Bates, Angie (Daniero’s) Belle Vernon, Pa., 7e.

Baum, Charlie (Riobamba) NYC, nc.

Benson, Ray (Baker) Dallas, h,

Bergere, Maximillian (La Martinique) NYC,

ne.
Betancourt, Louis (Park Central) NYC, h,
Blue, Bobby (Almack) Alexandria, La., nc,
Boada (Rainbow Inn) NYC, nec.
Borr, Mischa (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.
,Brandon, Bob (Gibson) Cincinnati, h.
‘Bradshaw, Ray (Colony) McClure, Til, nc.
‘Brandwynne, Nat (Copacabana) NYC, nc.
Breese, Lou (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.
Broome, Drex (Santa Rita) Tucson, Ariz., h.
Brown, Les (Sherman) Chi, h,
Brown, Randy (Royale) Detroit, nc,
Bruch, Les (Glenn Rendezvous) Newport, Ky.,

Long Beach,

ne. .
Busse, Henry (Palace) San,Francisco, h.

Cc

Cabin Boys (Miami) Dayton, O., h.

Calloway, Cab (Palace) Albany, N, Y., 7-13, t.

Capello. Joe (Jimmy KRelly’s) NYC, ne.

Cappo, - Joe (The Grove) Orange, Tex., nc.

Carolina Cotton Pickers: Pittsburgh 6-7;
Newark, N. J., 9-10.

Carver, Zeb (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

Cavallare, Carmen (Statler) Washington, h.

Chandler, Chan (Million-Dollar Pier) Port
Arthur, Tex, b, ]

Chatman, Christine: Columbus, Miss., 6; Meri-
dian 7; Hattlesburg 8; Jackson 11.

Chavez (Riobamba) NYC, nc,

Chester, Bob (Trianon) Southgate, Calif., b,

Chiquito (El Morocco) NYC, nc,

Clemente (Savoy Plaza) NYC, h.

Codolban, Cornelius (Casino Russe) NYO, ne.

Conn, Irving (Queen Mary) NYC, re.

Courtney, Del (Del Rio) WashingtonT nc.

Crothers, Sherman (Capitol Lounge) Chi, nc.

Curbelo, Jose (La Conga) NYC, nc.

Curbello, Fausto (Stork) NYC, ne.

Curbelo, Herbert (Riobamba) NYC, nc.

D

Deluca, Eddle (Walton) Phila, h.

Del Rio, Louis (Frank Palumbo’s) Phils, ne.

Dinorah. (Greenwich Village Inn) NYC, nc.

Donahue, Al (Madrid) Louisville 4-10, ne,

D%rsl%y, Jimmy (Pacific Sq.) San Diego, Calif.,
-10, a.

Dorsey, Tommy (Pennsylvania) NYC, h.

Drake, Edgar (Casino) Quincy, IIl., 4-14, nec.

Dunham, Sonny (Orpheum) -Davenport, Ia,,
5-7, t; Kansas City 8, a; (Frog Hop) St.
Joseph 8, b; (Tromar) Des Moines 10, b.

Eddy, Ted (Iceland) NYC. nc.

Edwards, Jack (Statler) Boston, h.

Eldridge, Roy (Folles Bergere) NYC, ne.

Ellington, Duke (Armory) Akron, O., 6-T:
(Fairgrounds) Dayton 8; (Castle Farm) Cin-~
cinnati 9-10, nec.

F
Farber, Burt (Netherland Plaza) Cincinnati, h
Fielding, Alan (Club Ball) Phila, nc,
Pields, Shep (Riverside) Milwaukee, t.
Finch, Freddle (Mary’s Place) Kansas City,
Mo., ne.
Fio Rito, Ted (Roseland) NYC, b.
Font, Ralph (Casablanca) NYC, ne.
Foster, Chuck (Claridge) Memphis, h.
Four Spaces (Villa Riviera) Long Beach,
Callf., h,
Fox, Roy (Riobamba) NY¥C, ne.
Franz, Ernest (Place Elegante) NYC, nc.
Fraser, Harry (Aloha) Brooklyn, ne.

G

Garber, Jan (Terrace Room) Newark, N. J.,

ne. .
Gasparre, Dick (Monte Carle) NYC, ne.
Ginsbhurgh, Ralph (Palmer House) Chi, h.
Glass, Biil (Algiers) NYC, nc.

Gold, Marty (Folles Bergere) NYC, nc,
Goodman, Benny (New Yorker) NYC, h.
Gorner, Mishel (Commodore) NYC, h
Gould, Morton (Capitol) NYG, t.

Grant, Rosalle (Essex House) NYC, h.
Grassick Bill (Darling) Wilmington, Del., h.
Gray, Glen (Frolics) Miami, ne.

Gray, Zola (Frank Palumbo’s) Phila, ne.
Grey, Chauncey (El Morocco) NYC, nc,

H
Hallett, Mal (Vogue Terrace) McKeesport, Pa.,

ne.
Harold, L.ou (Bal Tabarin) NYC, nc.
Harpa, Daryl (Senator) Sacramento, Calif., h.
Harris, Rupert (Plantation) Nashville, nc.
Harvey, Ned (Greenwich Village Inn) NYOC,

ne. .

Hawkins, Coleman (Kelly's Stable) NYC, nc.

Hawkins, Erskine (Plantation) Los Angeles,
ne,

Haven, Bee (Showboat) Jacksonville, Fla., nc.

Heath, Andy (Fliteh’s) Wilmington, Del., e.

Heatherton, Ray (Biltmore) NYC, h.

Herbeck, Ray (Schroeder) Milwaukee, h.

Herman, Woody (Buffalo) Buffalo 4-7, t;
(Earle) Phila 8-14, .

Heywood. Eddle (Cafe Society Downtown)
NYC, nc,

'

- Hutton,

17,

ORCHESTRA ROUTES

\ Following each
" TRADE
SERVICE -

FEATURE .
h Billboard

listing appears a symbol.
designation corresponding to the symbol when addressing
organizations or individuals listed.

ABBREVIATIONS: a—auditorium; b—ballroom; c—cafe;
cb—-cabaret; cc—country club; cl—cocktail lounge; h—
hotel; nc—night club; p—amusement park; ro—road-
house; re—restaurant; t—theater,

Fill in the

Hill, Tiny (National) Louisville 8-14, t.

Hines, Earl (Fay’s) Phila 4-7, t; (Turner’s
Arena) Washington 10,

Hoctor, Gene (Lookout House) Covington, Ky.,

ne. .
Hoff, Buddy (Fay's Southern Grill) Macon,
Ga,, Te

Holmes, Alan (Syracuse) Syracuse, N. Y., h.

Horton, Harry (Wivel) NYC, re.

Howeth, FEddie (Morehead Villa) Morehead
City, N, C,, h,

Ina Ray (National) Louisville, t;

(Orlentﬁxl) Chi g-14, ¢,

International Sweethearts of Rhythm: Bher-
man, Tex. 6 Dallas 7-9; Fort Worth 10;
Austin 12; Port Arthur 12,

James, Jixﬂmy (Rainbow) Denver, b.
Jerome, Henry (Lincoln) NYC, h.
Johnson, King (Sheraton) NYC, h.

K .
Kassell, Art (Bismarck) Chi,

, h. .
‘Kaye, Don (Claremont) Berkeley, «Calif., h.

Kaye, Sammy (Strand) NYC, t.

Kendis, Sonny (Copley Plaza) Boston, h.

Kent, Peter (New Yorker) NYC, h.

Keyes, Larry (St. Regis) NYQ, h.

Koch, Eddie (Charlle’s Hi Hat) Daytona
Beach, Fla., nc.

Kolax, King: Durham, N. €., 9: Oxford 12.

Korn Kobblers (Rogers Corner) NYO, ne.

L
Lande, Jules (Ambassador) NYC, h, '
Landre, Johnnie (Cocoanut Grove) Fred-

ericksburg, Va., nec,

Lang, Lou (Belvedere) NYC, h.

Lansberry, Hal (Diamond Horseshoe) NYC, nc,

LaPorte, Joe (Old Roumanian) NYC, re.

Leeds, Sammy (Primrose) Newport, Xy., ce.

Lefcourt, Harry (Rogers’ Corner) NYC, nc.

Levant, Phil (Blue Moon) Wichita, Kan., b.

Lewis, Ted (Shangri-Lg) Phila, nc.

Light, Enoch (Belmont Plaza) NYC, h,

Lombardo, Guy (Roosevelt) NYC, h.

Long, Johnny (RKO-Boston) Boston 7-13, t.

Lopez. Vincent (Taft) NYC, h.

Lucas, Clyde (Stanley) Pittsburgh 4-7, t;
(Joyland) Lexington, Ky., p; (Topper)
Cincinnat{ 9-10, b.

Lucas, Sachs (Trolka) Washington, nec.

Luis, Ferdenanz .(Club Bali) Phila, ne.

Lunceford. Jimmie (Apollo) NYC ,4-1, t; (Fay)
Phila 8-14, t.

M

McGrew, Bob (Kansas City Club)
City, Mo.

McGrane, Don (Latin Quarter) NYC, ne.

MclIntyre, Hal (Hurricane) NYC, nc.

MecIntire, Lani (Lexington) NYC, h,

MecT.ean, Jack (Paris Inn) San Diego, Calif.,
ne.

Kansas

Machito (La Conga) NYO, nc.

Madriguera, Enric (Folles Bergere) NYC, nec.

Malneck, Matty (Biltmore) Los Angeles, h.

Mann, Milt (18th Hole) NYC, nc,

Manning, Henry (Colony) Chi, nec.

Manone, Wingy (Babalu Club) Los Angeles, nc,

Manzanares, Joe (La Salle) Chi, h.

Marcellino, Muzzy (Florentine Gardens) Hol~
lywood, nc.

Mario, Don (Beachcomber) Providence, nc,

Martell, Paul (Arcadia) NYC, b.

Martt, Frank (Copacabana) NYC, ne.

Martin, Dave (St. George) Brooklyn, h.

Martin, Fredd{ (Ambassador) Los Angeles, h,

Martin, Lou (Leon & Eddie's) NYC, nc.

Martin, Perry (Radisson) Minneapolis, I,

Martini, Ben (Clup 51) NYC, nc.

Marvin, Joseph (Savoy Plaza) NYC, h,

Massaro (Belvedere) NYC, h.

Masters, Freddle (Enduro) Brooklyn, re.

Matthey, Nicholas (Russian Kretchma) NYC,
re.

Mauthe, Chic (Glenn Rendezvous) Newporf,

y., nc. N
Maya, Don (Cashah) NYC, nec,
Mayo, Jack (Emerson) Baltimore, h,
Melba, Stanley (Plerre) NYC, h.
Meo, Jimmy (Limehouse) Chicago, re.
Messner, Johnny (McAlpin) NYC, h,
Miller, Freddy (St. Regis) NYC,
Miller, Herb (Palace) Columbus, O., 5-7, t;
(Palace) Cleveland 8-14, t.
Mills, Dick (Palms) Lake Charles, La., nc,
Monte, Mark (Casablanca) NYC, nc.
Monroe, Vaughn (Paramount) NYC, t,
Morales, Nino (8tork Club) NYC, nc.
Morand, Jose (Astor) NYC, h.
Morrls, George (Armando’s) NYGC, ne.
Morton, Dick (Herring) Amarillo, Tex., h.

N

Newmap, Ruby (Chanticleer) Baltimore, nc,

Newton, Charlie (Gables Inn) Pleasantville,
N. J., ne.

Nicholas, Don (Venice} Phila, 6.

Noel, Henri (Latin Quarter) NYC, ne.

Noone, Jimmy (Streets of Paris) Hollywood,

ne.
Norman, Lee (Tony Pastor’s) NYC, ne.

o

Olman, Val (Versailles) NYC, ne.

Olsen, George (Vogue Terrace) Pittsburgh, ne.
Osborne, Will (Roosevelt) New Orleans, h,
Owens, Harry (8t. Francis) San Francisco, h,

P

Pafumy, Joe (Belmont Plaza) NYC, h.
Page, Hot Lips (Famous Door) NYC, ne.
Panchito (Versallles) NYC, nc.

Pastor, Tony (Adams) Newark, N. J., t.
Pancho (Copley-Flaza) Boston, h.

Paul, Frankie (President) Kansas Clty, h,
Paulson, Art (New Yorker) NYC, h.
Pepito (Havana~Madrid) NYC, ne,
Perner, Walter (Roosevelt) NYC, h.
Perry, King (Beachcomber) Omshsa, ne.

ADVANCE BOOKINGS

]

-]

BOB ALLEN: Manhattan Center, New
York, Oct, 16; Lakeside Park, Dayton, O.,
23; Trianon Ballroom, Toledo, 24; Palace
Theater, Columbus, ©. 26-28; Palace
Theater, Cleveland, 29-31.

BILL BARDO: Coliseum, Sterling, II.,
Oct. 168; Coliseum, Evansville, Ind., 17;
Club Madrid, Louisville, 18 (week).

GRACIE BARRIE: State Theater, Hart-
ford, Conn., Oct. 22-24,

NIEL BONDSHU: Blackstone Hotel,
Chicago, Oct. 17 (indef.).

CAB CALLOWAY: Buffalo Theater,
Buffalo, Oct, 15 (week); Million-Dollar
Band Show, NBC. New York, 23,

BENNY CARTER: Rainbow Randevu,
Salt Lake City, Oct. 1-21; Dreambowl
Ballroom, Vallejo, Calif., 23; Sweet’s
Ballroom, Oakland, Calif., 24,

AL D’ARTEGA: Golden Gate Ballroom,
San Francisco, Oct. 14-27.

DOLLY DAWN: National Theater,
Richmond, Va., Oct. 7 (week); Esquire
Club, Montreal, 18 (2 weeks),

AL DONAHUE: Tunetown Ballroom,
St. Louis, Oct. 12-25,

SONNY DUNHAM: Orpheum Theater,
Minneapolis, Oct. 22-28;-Orpheum Thta-
ter, Sioux City, Ya., 29-31.

CHUCK FOSTER: Palais Royal, Galena,
1., Oct. 19; Hiway Gardens, Stanwood,
Ia., 20; Casa Loma Ballrocom, St. Louis,
22-Nov, 4. .

FREDDIE FISHER: Blue Heaven Club,
Los Angeles, Oct. 5-Jan. 11.

MILT BRITTON: Riverside Theater,
Milwaukee, Oct. 8 (week); Palace Thea-
ter* Fort Wayne, Ind., 15-17.

GLEN GRAY: Frolics Club, Miami, Oct.
5-25; Earle Theater, Philadelphia, 29-
Nov. 4. .

WOODY HERMAN: Plymouth Theater,
Worcester, Mass., Oct. 18-20; RKOQO-Keith

‘Payette, Ind.,

Theater, Boston, 21-27; Capitol Theater,
Washington, 28-Nov. 3. .

TINY HILL: National Theater, Louls-
ville, Oct. 8 (Week); Orlental Theater,
Chicago, 15 (week); Riverside Theater,
Milwaukee, 22 (week).

EARL HINES: Fay’s Theater, Phila-
delphla, Oct. 1 (week); Turner’s Arena,
Washington, 10; Strand Theater, Balti-
more, 11; Paradise Theater, Detroit, 29~
Nov, 3.

INA RAY HUTTON: Riverside Theater,
Milwaukee, Oct. 15 (week).

AL, KAVELIN: Indiana Theater, Terra
Haute, Ind., Oct. 15; Mars Theater, La
16; Paramount Theater,
Hammond, Ind., 17. ;

JOHNNY LONG: Lyric Theater, Bridge-
port, Conn., Oct, 22-24; Plymouth Thea-
ter, Worcester, Mass.,, 25-27; Adams
Theater, Newark, N. J., 28-Nov. 3.

JIMMIE LUNCEFORD: Howard Thea-
ter, Washington, Oct, 15 (week).

JAY McSHANN: Castle Ballroom, St.
Louis, Oct. 8-9; Savoy Ballroom, Chi-
cago, 10; Parls Ballroom, Milwaukee, 11,

HERB MILLER: RKO Palace Theater,
Cleveland, Oct. 8 (week). .

TOMMY REYNOLDS: Palomar Ball-
room, Norfolk, Va., Oct. 3 (3 weeks),

BOB STRONG: Brookley Field, Mobile,
Ala,, Oct. 8-10.

ANSON WEEKS: Aragon Ballroom,
Houston, Oct. 15 (indef.).

Perry, Ron (8t, Moritz) NYC, h, -

Pett], Emile (Ambassador East) Chi, h,

Phillips, Stan (Vine Gardens) Chi, nec.

Pope, Gene: Toledo, O., 4-8; Indianapolis 9-
1

Porr'etta,, Joe (Silver Moon) Alexandria, La.,
ne. -
Powell, Harry (Antlers)

Colo., h.
Prag\er, Manny (Child’s) NYC, ¢,

R
Raebugn, Boyd (Bandbox) Chicago, ne.

Colorado Springs,

. Ragon, Don (Commodore Perry) Toledo, O., h.

Rl;&nos, hRamon {Muehlebach) Xansas Clty,

0,, h.

Ravazza, Carl (Blackhawk) Chicago, re.

Read, Kemp (Ann’s Kitchen) Newport, R. I,
ne.

Redman, Don (Zanzibar) NYC, nc.

Relsman, Leo (Waldorf-Astoria) NYC, h.

Resh, Benny (Bowery) Detroit, nec. o

Ricardel, Joe (Tavern-on-the-Green) NYC, nc.

Rios, Thomas (Wivel) NYC, re, -

Roberto (Bill Bertolotti’s) NYC, nc.

Roberts, Dave, Trio (Copacabana)
N. J.,, nc, .

Rogers, Dick (Poll) Waterbury, Conn., 6-7, t.

Rogers, Eddy (Schroeder) Milwaukee, h.

Rogers, Harry (Half Moon) Brooklyn, h.

Rosal, Anita (Belmont Plaza) NYC, h.

Rotgers, Ralph (Monte Carlo) NYC, nc.

Roth, Don (Washington) Indlanapolis, until
Oct. 16, h.

Rotunda, Peter (Queen Mary) NYC, re.

Ruhl, Warney (Hollywood) Kalamazoo, Mich.,

Newark,

ne. b
Russell, Snookum: Marlon, Ind, 9; Cincine
natl 10,
S

Sands, Pat (Touralne) Boston, h,

Bandler, Harold (Rogers’ Corner) N¥C, nc.

Saunders, Hal (Belmont-Plaza) NYC, h.

Banders, Joe (Syracuse) Syracuse, h.

Baunders, Sid (Rainbow Inn) NYC, ne.

Schroedter, Lou (Mayflower) Jacksonville,
Fla., h. .

Seiger, Rudy (Fairmont) San PFrancisco, h.

Shaw, Maurice (Chateau Moderne) NYC, ne.

Sherman, Maurie (Tropics) Los Angeles, nc.

Sherwood, Bobby (Met) Phila 4-14, b.

8ims, Carl (Madison Gardens) Detrolt, b.

Biry, Larry (Stork Club) NYC, nec.

Socassas (La Martinique) NYC, ne.

S8pivak, Charlie '(Palladium) Hollywood, b.

Stevenson, Bobby (Casanova) Detroit, ne.

Stoltz, Colle (Casino) Memphis, b.

Stoos, Bill (Beachcomber) Baltimore, ne.

Straeter, Ted (Edison) NYC, h.

Strand, Manny (Earl Carroll Thester) Holly~
wood, re.

Strong, Benny (8t, Charles) New Orleans 8-

4, 1.
Bylvio, Don (Bill Bertolotti’'s) NYC, ne,
T o
Talent, Mark (885 Club) Chi, nec.
Tatum, Art (Three Deuces) NYC, ne.

Terry, Bob (St. Regis) NYG, h,
Torres, Ramon (El Chico) NYC, ne.

Towles, Nat (Rhumboogle) Chl, nc.
Towne, George (Palm Beach) Detrol§, ne.
Trace, Al (Dixle) NYC, h.
Travers, Vin (Diamond Horseshoe) NYOC, ne,
Tucker, Tommy (Astor) NYGC, h.
‘ \'
Valleau, Boyd (Jubilee) Oshawa, Ont,, Can., b,
Venuti, Joe (Orpheum) Omaha 4-7, t; (Turn-
pike Casino) Lincoln 9, b; (Meadow Acres)
Topeka, Kan., 10, b, ’
Victor, Frank (Dixie) NYC, h.
Videto, Ken (Bama Club) Phenix City, Ala.,

ne.
w

Wsld, Jerry (Sherman) Chi, §.

Walzer, Oscar (Fifth Ave.) NYC, h,

Waples, Bud (Ansley) Atlanta, h.

Wasson, Hal (Gormly’s Dinner Club) Lake
Charles, La., ne,

Welk, Lawrence (Trianon) Chf, b. o

‘White, Bob (Happy Hour) Minneapolis, nc,

Wilde, Ran (Chase) 8t. Louis, h.

Willlams, Griff (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Williams, Bande (Werwiek) NYC, h.

Wilson, Dick (Coq Rouge) NYC, ne.

Wilson, Teddy (Cafe Soclety Uptown) NYO,
c

ne.
Winton, Barry (Essex House) NYC, b,
Woods, Del (Casino) Chi, ne.
Wright, Charles (Drake) Chi, h,

Y
Yates, Danny (Casbah) NYC, nc.

z
Zarin, Michael (Waldorf-Astoria) NYO, h,

JOBS IN WAR WORK
FOR MUSICIANS

Cood musicians may quickly adapt
themselves to essential war work in
this shipyard and also play in our
orchestra.

Excellent opportunitics now open for
dance and concert men,

Address

CY DELMAN, Musical Direcfor

J. A. Jones Construction Company, Inc.
Woainwright Yard, Panama City, Fla.

8x10 GLOSSY PROFESSIONAL PHOTOS, 100 for $6.25

As low as 5c Ea. in quantities, Photo Post Cards, other sizes, made from your negatives.
If negative cannot be supplied send good glossy print and 75c extra for making negative,
Drop us & card for free samples, complete price list and ordering instructions. Prompt,
courteous service. Eastman-Kodak materials. Quality guaranteed.

Mulson, Dept. B, 310 E. Washington Ave., Bridgeport, Conn,
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Communications to 25 Ope;a Place, Cincinnati 1, O.

Stanton Gl‘lffls Heads OWI | war Sermce Suggestwns
Bureau; Expect New Action

WASHINGTON, Oct. 2—Now that the
long-vacant post of chief of the OWI
Motion Picture Bureau has been filled, it
can be pretty accurately predicted that a
definite program for government film-
making will be set up.

How this will affect the 16mm. and
35mm. industries is speculation now, but a
definite course of action should not be
long in forthcoming now that a successor
to Lowell Mellett has been chosen. OWI
officials admitted that little policy making
was accomplished during the period that
the agency was shopping for someone to
fill Mellett’s shoes, so Stanton Griffis,
new chief of the bureau, will have a num-
ber of important decisions to face im-
mediately upon taking office.

In naming Griffis to the post, Palmer
Hoyt, director of the Domestic Branch,
said that he will “supervise the relation-
ships between the government and the
film industry, co<ordinatnig all govern-
ment requests to the industry and chan-
neling all the film industry’s requests for
information from the government.” In
addition, Hoyt explained, ‘“Griffis will
handle all requests for motion picture co-
operation in war drives and in government
information programs, and, at the same
time, he will co-ordinate the film produc=-

M. SURIEOTS 35 MM,

Westerns, Actions, Selected Shorts.
Wanted: 16MM. Sound Projectors.

OTTO MARBACH, 630 Ninfh Ave., W, Y. Cify

NEW 1944 CATALOG
' Now Ready

Thousands of 16mm, Sound Films,
for your copy.

SWANK MOTION PICTURES
614 No. Skinker °~ Ray Swank St ‘Louls 5, Mo.
SILENT 35 MM. FILMS
WANTED

State what you have. Give title,
aquantity in first letter.

SIMPSON FILMS

West Alexandria, Ohia

NEW SOUND FILMS, $7.50

Featurlng Leading Name Bands; Radio, Stage and
§ereen Stars, 8end for Lists,

MULTIPRISES WATERBURY, CONN,

“Always the Best for the Least”
16mm,. SOUND

FOR SALE i

Religious, Musical and Western Subjects.

ZENITTH 308 West 4ath St

NEW YORK CITY

Send postcard

condition and

BLE SOUND!

¥ g HIGHEST PRICESPAID FOR

. 4 16mMM. Sound Projectn.ul"_ Any

0 ALY make. Wire Us Coliect Today
LTLINED cash Waiting.

MEW YORK

Clip this ad and send it to-
day for your free copy of

449 WEST 42ND STREET,
HOW TO MAKE MONEY IN
THE ROADSHOW BUSINESS
It has many important tips for both
beginners and veterans of the busi-
ness. . Send this ad to Reprint Editor,
The Blllboard, 27 Opera Place, Cin=

cinnati .1, O,

10-9-43

ing activities of other war agencies.”

The OWI will not produce any films,
either 16mm., 35mm. or any other kind,
Hoyt said. Thls policy of OWI is well
known, however, since last spring con-
gressional action reduced appropriation
of the domestic branch to a point where
itacould scarcely go into production work.

“I am gratified that the Office of War
Information was able to obtain’ the
services of a man of Griffis’s caliber,”
Hoyt said. “His acceptance of the post
will further the already effective co-opera-
tion between the governmient and the
film industry, ' This co-operation has
made obvious a point I made some time
ago when I sald there was no more need
for the OWI to produce its own films than
there was for it to publish its own news=
papers.”

Hoyt pointed to the co-operation be-
tween the motion picture industry and
the government which, he declared, dates
back to June, 1940, when representatives
of all branches of the industry met in
New York to form the Motlon Picture
Committee Co-Operating for National De-
fense. This committee arranged to meet
the film needs of the various government
ageéncies concerned with defense matters
and prior to the time it was replaced by
the present War Activities Committee, it
released 25 films dealing with such sub-
Jects as the recruitment of workers for war
industries, the salvaging of waste ma-
terials, conservation of food, and safe~
guarding of military information. Twelve
trailers were also made for the army re-
cruiting program.

For 16mm. Exhlbltors

The Office of War Information ‘has
released the following suggestions for all
owners of 16mm. projection equipment,
together with a suggested list of films.

1. Take your projector into war plants,
Offer its use to plant managers, to labor
organizations. Both industry and labor
know the value of war films in increasing
production, in giving workers a greater
sense of participation in the war. Show
such films as The Arm Behind the Army,
Conquer by the Clock, Divide and Con-
quer, Keeping Fit, Paratroops, Safe-
guarding Military Information, U. S, News
Reviews.

2. Work with civilian defense drganiza-
tions in your community. Offer the use
of your projector in warden meetings,
in first-ald classes. Get in touch with
the Victory Speakers’ Bureau in your
town. Make use of your experience in
films by arranging programs for civilian
groups.

3. Arrange showings of films at public
meetings, band concerts in public parks,
war rallies in courthouse squares.

4. Make your projector and an operator
available to adult clubs and organiza-
tions meeting - during the summer.
Arrange regular weekly or biweekly
showings of war films at luncheon clubs,
business groups, women’s clubs, civic
associations, farmers’ associations, labor
unions. American men and women want

to see war films. Get in touch with the

organizations in your community.

5. Offer your projector -to <church
groups. Arrange to show films to study

N on-Theatrwal Films o
- And Their Future

By WILLIAM K. HEDWIG, President
Allied Non-Theatrical Film Association

The uncertainty of wartime conditions .

makes it difficult to follow prepared
formulae. Anything we plan, therefore,
must retain elasticity that will allow for
quick changes and switch-overs. Plan-
ning must be done cautiously in order. to
avold even a temporary collapse when
and if rapid transition should bear down
on us.

It appears that the 16mm. sound film
industry, together with its allied branches
of 18mm. silent and 8mm,. films, is one
of the more fortunate industries. It'is
an industry that is essential in war as
well as in peace. It is an ever important
medium of information, morale and edu-
cation. It has long been recognized as
the strongest and most influential medium
for the advancement of these three im-
portant factors of our life.

Altho shortage of raw stock is at times
retarding the activity of producers and
distributors, it is gratifying to know that
the cause is not a general shortage of
materials but because our armed forces
require so much of this material that the
available manufacturing facilities cannot
satisfy the regular market demands. This
is only additional proof of the power of
the screen and photography in general.

It should particularly be noted that
-since that memorable December 7, 1941,
Pearl Harbor, the non-theatrical film in-
dustry has done work of great importance.
Tt not only remembered Pearl Harbor, but
awakened, inspired and informed the
American public and its allies, as well as
neutral countries, by regular presenta=
tions of Office of War Information films,
British informational films, and many in-
structional films covering every phase of

\

important war activities. Furthermore,
it is important to remember that it has
brought uninterruptedly wholesome en-
tertainment to a great portion of our
population where no other entertainment
medium has been available. In this way
it has contributed to the general morale
of our people in no small measure.

Counsidering the foregoing, we find that
film libraries are making great progress
in building a sound and stable future in
an industry that will emerge stronger and
bigger than most of us imagine when the
tide of war recedes.

All this looks very encouraging, but for
one thing. The industry today is still
poorly organized. Attempts have been in
progress for some time to bring about
hetter understanding among the various
eléments engaged. -While some progress
is marked, it is pitiful to note the utter
lack of vision by so many otherwise able
business men, among whom we find lead-
ing concerns; who seem to feel that they
are above the sphere of Influence of
chapging conditions. Do they feel that
they can continué this isolationist policy
forever? Do they not realize that their
future hinges on the general welfare of all
members, of the family? Or are they ada~-
mant to keep on fighting a battle which
eventually may and must react against
them?

Unfriendliness to your neighbors does
not promote peace. If you are not friendly
then you are unfriendly; you cannot be
neutral. We must remember that fhe
smallest among us are as important as
the biggest. We can look with confidence
to the future if we provide ourselves with
the tools of perpetuity, principles, ethics

groups at midweek meetings and to socxal
gatherings.

6. Use your own imagination, your in-
genuity. The films are available; the
audiences are ready in every village, city
and town. You can bring them together,

The Arm Behind the Army...10 minutes

Bomber ....cciiiiiiiiiaians 10 minutes
Campus on the March....... 19 minutes
Congquer By the Clock........ 11 minutes
Democracy in Action......... 11 minutes
Divide and Conquer.......... 14 minutes
SD@BE 00000000000000000600603 10 minutes
Henry Browne, Farmer,...... 11 minutes
Homeon the Range.......... 11 minutes
Japanese Relocation ......... 9 minutes
Keeping Fit «..ovavvninnnn.. 10 minutes -
Lake Carrier ......., peeraas 9 minutes
A Letter From Batean........ 14 minutes
Listen to Britain ............ 20 minutes
Manpower®. ..coviveeeennun, 8 minutes
Men and the Seai 00000000000 10 minutes
PardtrooPs ouoveve i venenannn 9 minutes
The Price of Victory......... 13 minutes
Ring of Steel ......c.vvnv.. 10 minutes
Safeguarding Military

Information ............ 10 minutes
Salvage ...oveiiiiiiiiesinn 7 minutes
TANKES e iiniinnnennn 10 minutes
Target for Tonight «......... 48 minutes
The Thousand Days ..... ++.21 minutes
U. S. News Review, No. 1. ....21 minutes
U. S. News Review, No. 2. ....19 minutes
U. S. News Review, No. 3. ....19 minutes
Western Front .....oee.ovvn.. 21 minutes
Winning Your Wings ........ 18 minutes

Song. Shorts

ANchors AWEigh ....oovevn.u.. 3 minutes -
Caissons Go Rolling Along....3 minutes
Coast Guard Song ............ 4 minutes
Keep ’Em Rolling ............ 3 minutes
Marines” HYMN «.ooveveneennns 3 minutes

These films are available from most
film distributors.

and co-operative agencies that will help
to stabilize our industry in the.future,
not for our own benefit only, but to bene=
fit mankind in an ever increasing measure.

The Allied Non-Theatrical Film Associa=
tion, during its four and one-half years
of activity, has done much to establish
in the minds of film users that there is
such a thing as an industry of importance,
Read, for instance, the booklet Movies and

the Community, published by the Allied -

Non-Theatrical Film Asscoclation. BEvery
business. man should make certain that
copies @¢f this enlightening booklet are
in the hands of every person in the coms-
munity, This booklet, as well as any
other information relative to the Allied
Non-Theatrical Film Association, can be
obtained from its secretary, Wilfred L.
Enighton, 229 Broadway, New York.

Our national government plans and
regulates our national life. 'This is ds it
should be. Tt will continue to regulate
our industrial life long after peace comes
to us. This Is also unavoidable. We can
help ourselves if we provide our govern-
ment with workable formulae for the
regulation of our industry when the time
comes for it to take a hand in our affairs.
Only by organized effort and thru a rep-
resentative body. of the entire industry
can we expect to achieve lasting peace,
prosperity and the continuance of-an in-
dustry of which we all should be proud.

’
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REPERTOIRE-TENT SHOWS

Perfect August
Booms Slout Biz

BATTLE CREEK, Mich., Oct. 2—Altho
plagued by inclement weather at the
start of the tent season and again in the
closing weeks, the L. Verne Slout Tent
Show hung up its best tent trek in his-
tory, according to Manager Slout, who
says a perfect August brought the show
unusual grosses. The Slout organiza-
tion closed its under-ganvas run here
last Sunday (26) and, favored by good
weather, all canvas and equipment was
stored withjn a few days at the show’s
winter quarters at Vermontville, Mich.

The various members of the cast, crew
and concession department have gone
their respective ways for the winter.
Emile T. Conley, leading man, surprised
everyone and made good his boast by
going into war work. He is now report-
ing nightly at the Rich Manufacturing
Company here.

Mary Morris, ingenue, has returned to
Chicago to resums her studies in dancing
and dramatic art. Carl Park has jumped
to his home in Springfield, Mo., and
the Stanleys hav: begun their fall and

winter swing with their magic. Mac
Johnston has Joined the Schaffner
Players in stock' in Ottumwa, Ia. Wil-

llam Bale hopped on to Columbus, O.,
to begin preparations on his own show
for the winter. Mr. and Mrs. Frank
Hueguelet have returned to Mount
Pleasant, Mich., where Frank will enter
war work.

Verne and Ora Slout are busy with
preparations for their fall and winter
tour of schools and colleges, opening Oc=
tober 11 near Philadelphia.” Bill Slout,
who has been stationed with the army
at the University of Wyoming on special
work, is expected here tomorrow on a
nine-day furlough.

Cecil Rawson, for years boss canvas-
man with the Slout show, is also in the
army and has just finished a speclal
schooling in mechanics.

Vet of the “Repping *20s”
Pops Corn on Army Cronies

. Fort Lewis, Wash.
Editors The Billboard.:

Just an answer from one of the gang
of the Repping '20s! I got a terrific
boot out of Bennie Martin’s inquiry as
to the whereabouts of the buggy riders
of the Midwest in the good ’ole days.

Well, Bennie, this is the Red Ford you
asked about. However, I am now Pfc.
(that means 13% cents more per day
than the common ordinary buck private)
<Jim PFord, of the United States Army!
I was Inducted March 1 (the grass was
just getting green down in Texas) and
~after 11 days at reception center at Fort
Sam Houston, San Antonio, they shipped
me to Fort Lewis, Wash. After receiving
my basic training, was transferred to the
public relations office here, where for
the past four months I have been em-
seeing, writing and directing the weekly
radio show which hits the Mutual net
each Thursday night at 7:30.

During my “spare”/moments I do an
average of about three bond-selling
shows thruout the Northwest each week,
and escort movie and stage stars about
the post. In the past few weeks I have
had the pleasure of working with swell
eggs, such as Charles Laughton, Marjorie
Main, Donald Meeks, Edgar Kennedy,
Janet Blair and Blackstone. Of course,
I enjoy my work, as I get to spring all
my good ‘ole standard corn. Helped
sell plenty of bonds in the past four
months. Would like to hear from all the
old gang. PFC. JIM_ (RED) FORD.

 WANTED TO BUY
TENT SHOW OUTHIT

Either 60 or 70. .Complete with
Blue Seats, Reserves (Chairs pre-
ferred), Trucks, Light Plant, Lighting
Equipment. Ready to show in. Will
pay cash if outfit and price is right.
Answer BOX D=131, care The Bill-
board, Cincinnati 1, Ohio.

WANT

Juvenile and General Business Man to_do some
leads, Tab and Specialty People, also Musicians.
This is combination dramatic and revume. Circle
winter, tent in summer. Address:

HARRY HUGO, Mgr.

HUGO PLAYERS® KEARNEY, NEB.

- Rep Ripples

- FERRY CAPEK, who formerly trouped
it with the Craigo Show in Wisconsin,

is in Percy Jones Hospital, Battle Creek,

Mich,, taking treatment for a strange

malady contracted during his year and a

half in Jceland with the army. He’s mend-~

ing okay, but is starving for show news.

He’d appreciate hearing from his. show

friends, especially any of the Craigos. . . .

PATRICK H. ROGERS, former ballad

singer with the old Al G. Field and Neil

O’Brien minstrels and more recently with

the Aulger Bros. 4drift in New York, is

now stage carpenter and projectionist at

the Calvin Theater, Northampton, Mass.
Pat seribbles that he's kicking lively, and
says he can still hit E above C in tune.
. EATON PLAYERS, who have ap-

peared at several Eastern army posts

during the summer, are readying their

school show at Somerville, Mass. They

will present E. F, Hannan’s Running for

Office. HARRY LISLE, who has

been producing amateur shows in and

around Troy, N. Y., is doing a one-man

show in schools thru New York State and

Vermont. MABLE TINT, former

repster, is frozen to war work in Chicago,
smoothing off bullets to beat the Axis,

while hubby Al still plays big boss at the
smoke shop next to Chi’s Rialto burly
house. CHARLES W. BODINE,
veteran rep agent, postals from his home
in Pittsfield, Ill.,, that he celebrates an-
other birthday October 14, but the cagey.
Charley refrains from saying which one.

*® * *

HARLES (DOME) WILLIAMS, gargan-~
tuan vet of minstrelsy, rep, burly and
tah, after a long stretch at the Veferans
of Foreign Wars, Columbus, 0., as singing
waiter, is now serving in a similar capacity
at the Rosedale Show Bar, Detroit, a
swanky spot which “Dome” brags, “serves
full ounces and only the bhest.,” Writing
under date of September 29, Big Boy
Williams says: “I am considering an
offer (I always was nuts) to team up with
my old partner, Mack D."Ferguson, for
burlesque. ‘Why?’, you or any other sane
person would ask. Maybe because it's
always in the blood, or maybe it’s vanity
to show ’em that we can still do it—or
think we can. My dog Marquee, one
owned by every member of the Joln Van
Arnam show, died a few weeks ago, Never
saw an animal that loved a rag top like
‘she did. -She really took charge.” . . .
BUDDY NORTON, former repster now
serving Uncle Sam wunder the name of

Sgt. R. N. Walther, infos that after two

and s half years as chief clerk in the
Quartermaster office at Fort Riley, Kan.,
he was recently transferred to Camp
George West, Colo., near Denver. “On
Friday, September 25, inks Buddy, “I
visited the cast of the Passion Play, and
found Joe Goniutti and Dick Lauderbach,
well-known repsters, on the show. We had
quite a bull session. The production was
excellent, and Lee Harris does an original
interpretation of Judas, while Joseph
Meier does his usual superb Christus. We
are putting on a minstrel at camp soon,
and I expect to direct. Would be glad to
hear from old friends.” Mail addressed
to Sgt. R. N. Walther, care The Billboard,
Cincinnati, will be forwarded to him im-
mediately.
* *

ALTER AND HELEN PRICE have

just entered their sixth month with
USO-Camp Shows, Inc. They are back
in the FEighth Army Command, where
they will remain until November 20,
when they switch to another area. The
Prices recently visited Capt. J. W.
Menke’s Goldenrod Showboat in St. Louls,
and in Russell, Kan. enjoyed a visit
from Bert and Nadine Ficken, ex-repsters
who now reside in La Crosse, Xan., where
Bert is county sheriff and Nadine, un-
der-sheriff. In Sioux Falls, S. D., Wal-
ter and Helen bumped into Don and
Jean Harvey. Don is associated with
a radio works there. They also visited
with Larry and Madlyn Nolan in Mec-
Cook, Neb., and saw Bob and Dayne
Totherah in Denver, where Bob is eme
ployed in a war plant. In Kansas City,
Mo., the, Prices said “hello” to Mr. and
Mrs. E. B, Gentry, who formerly owned
the (Gladstone Hotel there but who now
operate the Aberdeen Hotel in that city.
In Houston they caught Roy Acuff and
his hillbilly gang under the Ollie Hamil-
ton canvag and report that they Wit
nessed the biggest tent-show crowd they
have seen in a long time. IDA
LORRAINE, wife of *“Fletch” Fletcher
and daughter of Roland Sedgwick, has
been in Koch Hospital, Koch, Mo, for
more than s -year. She is showing vast
improvement, but will be in the hospital

(S5ee REP RIPPLES on puage 30)
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Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincinnati 1, O.

MAGIC

By BILL. SACHS

HE GREAT NICOLA will be guest of

“honor at the meeting of Assembly No.
31, Society of. American Magicians, at the
Columbia Club, Indianapolis, on the night
of October 11. Nicola will speak and show
films of his travels in the Far East. .
PAUL HUBBARD was forced.to cancel sev-
eral school shiows in Cincinnati last week,
when a thief cracked his car and made
off with all. his belongings, including his
entire magic show. Forfunately, the Cincy
coppers picked up the stuff the following
day, with everything intact. Hubbard says
he's going to quit encouraging the car
snatchers in the future by storing his
magic equipment in his hotel room over
night and not on a parking lot, as so many
other magi so foolishly do. . ., BOB
NELSON, presenting his new mental turn,
has just finished a week at the Lakewood
Theater, Detroit, only house in the Motor
City playing vaude. . . . HARRY CECIL
RING, Intérnational Brotherhood of Magi-
cilans, Detroit, was host to Stuart Robson
and Charles Larsen, of New York, on their
recent stopover in the Motor City.
DETROIT MAGI were saddened last week
by the death of Mrs. Harry Cecil, wife of
the popular Detroit magus. . . . DAVE
AND PAULINE COLEMAN ended a hold-
over engagement in the Plantation Room
of the Hotel Seelbach, Louisville, Sunday
(8), and hopped to the Claypool Hotel,

Indianapolis, for a convention date. Doc¢

Mahendra visited with the Colemans in
Terre Haute, Ind., for three weeks, and
went with them to Percy Abhbott’s recent
shindig at Colon, Mich. After a visit with
Judge Carter in Eagle River, Wis., Ma~-
hendra took in the Houdini Club Conven-
tion at Beaver Dam, Wis., October 1-3, and
then departed for his native San Antonio.

BOBBY BAXTER is showing his
magical wares at Glenn Rendezvous, New-
port, Ky. Opened Friday (1) on a two-
weeker, set by Miles Ingalls. . . .

- HERMES THE MAGICIAN is back in Buf-

falo, in his second week at Federal Gar-
dens, after several weeks of engagements
out of town set by Arthur Argyries Con-
solidated Vaudeville Exchange, Rochester,
N. Y. .'. . GREEN THE MAGICIAN

played for the Elks’ Annual Indoor Car-

nival at Melfort, Sask., September 30 thru
October 2,
3

\

RAY TERRELL, with Judy and Jack,

& gfter two big weeks at the Park
Plaza, St. Louis, was forced to cut short
his stay there to fulfill a previous com-
mitment &t Alpine Village, Cleveland,
opening October 4. Xe rernains at the
latter spot until October 24. Terrell is
booked solidly until the middle of No-
vember, at which time he plans to hit out
for Miami. A Sunday night (26) party
in his room at the Park Plaza brought out
Ben Badley, Jack Lippincott, Joe Scott,
Dr. Visgard, M. N. Ray. and Jay Marshall,
the last-named on his way to join a Camp
Shows unit. . . . McDONALD BIRCH
and Mabel Sperry have begun their fall
and winter season in the larger schools
and colleges, and are set in the Dakotas,
Minnesota and Nebraska until November
5. Their new advertising folder, gotten
up during the summer, is a fine piece of
work, and has been netting them much
favorable comment. Edwin L. Sperry is
stil] piloting the Birches. . . . LU BRENT,
after a successful stand at Hunt’s Pier,
wildwood, N. J., started out on a string of

* ®
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one-nighters in the Pennsylvania sector,
including his fifth visit to the army hos-
pital at Indiantown Gap, Pa. S Lu Brent
reveals that he and U. F. Grant, of Co-
lumbus, O., are cookihg up a novel magic
tour and forum to be launched soon., e
promises more news about it a little later
on. . . .
Safety First Magician of the Kentucky
State Highway Patrol, grabbed himself a
nice hunk of publicity, with photo, in the
form of a personal-interest yarn by Fred
W. Neuman, labeled “He Puts Magic Into
Safety,” in the Septémber issue of Illinois
Central Magazine, published by the Illi-
nois Central System. JUST TO
SHOW YOU what a ghost show can do for
a guy, Claude H. (Xid) Long, Pilot for
Herman L. Weber’s spook opry, now pull-
ing fat houses on the West Coast, has
just purchased, for cash, an attractive
$13,500 duplex apartment building in
Miami in association with his son-in-law,
Don F. Hipskind. . . . PFC. C. THOMAS
MAGRUM, now on maneuvers with his
outfit in the Mohave Desert, near Rice,
Calif., writes under date of September 22:
“Am having my equipment sent in from
Rollo, Mo., The colonel requested it. Will
entertain the thousands of men here in
the desert, a helluva chore alohg with my
other army duties, However, entertain-
ment is sadly lacking, and I don't mind it.
Spent a few days in Los Angeles recently.
Visited Thayers, and met William Larsen,
also Herman L. Weber. At San Bernar-
dino, Calif.,, I caught Francisco Spook
Show, one of the best. Also does a clever
magic routine. His substitution trunk
is the best I've ever seen, and his change
from a white uniform to a tux is in itself
no little feat.” 7

Déri)yshow News

(Communications to BILL SACHS,
Cincinnati Office)

MARVIN ELLISON, former floor judge
and contestant, is now an army sergeant -
at Camp Makxey, Tex., according to word
from his wife, the former Gladys Mad-
dox, who was also a walkie. Gladys
tells that she continues to operate their
Ellison’s Coffee Shop in Gatesville, Tex., *
and should any of old derbyshow friends
happen by they're invited in for a steak.
Gladys reports that her cousin, Whitey
Maddox, former well-knowr contestant,
died last August at his home in Miami.

CORP. DALE THORPE pens from the
Pacific theater of war that he has seen
action in Nounea, New Caledonia,
Guadsalcanal and New Georgia, and that
he still receives his copy of The Billboard
regularly, tho a little late. His one beef
is, that those back home in the States
'have become negligent in supplying this
column with news, as that is his chief
source for information about his old
walkie pals. Those wishing to write
Dale should address him in care of The
Billboard.

INQUIRIES HAVE BEEN received re-
cently on Art Wolff, Rajah Bergman, Al
Lyman, Dale Thorpe, Jack White, Dud
Nelson, Mickey Thayer Jr., Jean Hobough,
Buttons Slaven, Maxine Steele, Patsy
Ryan, Hileen and Ray Passo, Red Camp-
bell, May Jackson, Ross Gordon, Ray-
mond Hall, Far]l Clark, Kay Burns, Phil
Ralney, Jack Parr, Ernest Swift, Davey
Ackerman, Sammy Kirby, Tommy Pezel,
Jack Watson, Barl Harrington, Bobby
Sells and Teddy Hayes.

-Georgia and Florida.

Can place strong Trumpet, Saxophone,
strong enough to
Marvell, October
Little Rock, 11; Pine Bluff, 1
All in Arkansas.

F. S. WOLCOTT'S

~RABBIT FOOT MINSTRELS

The Greatest Show of Its Kind on Earth
FOR SALE IN ITS ENTIRETY

Including Title and Good Will. After 40 years in Show Business, 1 wish to
retire to my plantation at Port Gibson, Miss. 0

The Show is fully equipped and now en route heading for South Alabama,
The Show consists of 8 Trucks, two Buses, 70-Ft. Round
Top with three 30-Ft. Middle Pieces and filied with Seats.
it and bring the cash. This is the first and only ad that will appear.

feature. Tickets? Yes. Wire eollect.
5: Holly Grove, 6; Clarendon, 73 De Witt, 8; Altheimer, 9s
2: McGehee, 13; Eudora, 14; Lake Village, 15.

Come and visit

Novelty Acts that are
Marianna, October 4;

Trombone and

LIEUT. LEE ALLEN ESTES, the -
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The Final Curtain

BANGS — Clarence Milton, 69, former’
theater manager, in Cedar Rapids, Ia.,
September 26. For the past 10 years he
was employed at the Iowa Theater, Cedar
Rapids, and previously had managed the
old Isis Theater, that city. Services at
Turner Chapel, Cedar Rapids, Septembern
29, with burial in Oak Hill Cemetery there.

BLOOMFIELD—Sidney, 32, manager of
the Lenox Theater, Philadelphia, in that
city September 26 of a heart attack. He
was at one time connected with the the-
atrical department of the National-Penn
Printing Company and had also operated
the Bell Theater, Philadelphia. Survived
by his widow and two sons.

In Loving Memory of

J. T. (TOMMY) BURNS

Who passed away Oct. 4th, 1939
Your Brother FRED & WIFE and Sister MARIE

BRUNETTE—Fritzi, 53, star of silent
films, In Hollywood September 28. Her
last screen appearance was in 1939. .

BRYANT—Lieut, Arthur R., formerly
manager of the Merrimack Theater Lowell,
reported killed in action recently in
Europe.

. CECIl—Marguerite, wife of Harry Cecil,
vice-president of the International
Brotherhood of Magicians, after whom the
IBM Ring was named, at Women’s Hos-
pital, Detroit, September 26. Survived by
her husband and two children. Inter-

. ment in Evergreen Cemetery, Detroit.

DENRICI—Conrad John, 657 known as
Cho Cho, the Health Clown, in Philadel-~
phia July 380, it has just been learned.
He had been with the Barnum & Bailey
Circus and later went into vaudeville,
traveled over the world,

DEWAAL—Mrs. Gabriel (Maude San-
ford), 72, singer, at her home in Brooklyn
September 27. She worked with such
stars as Lillian Russell and Maggie: Klein
and was featured in Joe Howard's Gay
Nineties revue and in Billy Watson’s
shows, Survived by her husband, a son
‘and a sister,

EGAN—George (George Zwick), 60, for-
mer motion picture actor, in Cincinnati
regently. He retired eight years ago. Sur-
vived by two sisters. Services at Clarence
A. Balter Funeral Home, Cincinnati, Sep-
tember 28, with burial in that city.

ELLET—Charles L., 69, ecircus and
vaude performer, in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
September 24, At 16 he organized his
own troupe of aerial and horizontal bar
performers and appeared with Hagen-
beck-Wallace, Charles Sparks and Ring-
ling . Bros. circuses, as well as on the
Orpheum and Keith circuits. He retired
elght years ago. Services September 27
at Alt Mortuary, Grand Rapids, with
burial in Greenwood Cemetery there.

FIRESTONE — Nathan, 50, musician
and original member of the San Fran-
cisco Symphony, September 22 in that
city. He also played with such ensem-
bles as the Persinger Quartet and Abas
Quartet. Surviving are his widow, Hilda,
and two brothers.

GROSS—Abraham, 50, actor and stage
manager, in New York September 28. At
time of death he was stage manager of the
Second. Avenue Theater, New York, Gross
had been connected with the Jewish thea-
ter -for the past 25 years and was once
Molly Picon’s leading man,

GUMP—AnNdy, outdoor showman and

. the life counterpart of the comic strip

character of the same name, September
21 in Kenosha, Wis,, of a heart attack.

" Survived by his wife, Florence, and sev-

eral sons and daughters.
HAMLISCH—Capt. Joseph, guide and
lion trainer, in New York September 26
after an illness of three years. He was
gulde to President Theodore Roosevelt on

* his big-game hunting expedition to Africa,

and to the late Carl Akeley, explorer of the
Belgian Congo. As a lion trainer, he
worked for various circuses and for sev-
eral years had an animal act with the
Hagenbeck-Wallace Circus. He also ap-
peared with an -animal act at the Luna
Park Hippodrome. Survived by his widow,
a son and a daughter.

HAYS—Bessie I; 73, widow of Walter
Hays, vlce-presuient of the Stanley-Mark
Strand Corporation, operators . of New
York motion picture theaters, in Lawrence
Hospital, Bronxville, N. Y., Septembér 26
of a heart attack. Survived by a daughter,

& son and two sisters.

HOWE — China Bob (Robert Davis
Heisler), pitchman and sheetwriter, in

Veterans® Hospital, Los Angeles, Se;atem-

He |

bet i5. survived by bls widow, Louise.
Burial in Los Angeles.

HUNT — Philip, 75, retired theatrical
manager, in Los Angeles September 18 fol-
lowing a long illness.

JACOB — Minnie, 85, former Detroit
singer, in Detroit September 26. Survived
by two sisters and a brother. Interment
in Mount Elliott Cemetery, Detroit.

‘JEWELL—Margaret, 84, mother of Jack
Jewel, med performer and piano player,
in Columbiana, O., September 16 of a
cerebral hemorrhage. Survived by her
son. Burial in Columbiana September
16.

JOHNSON—Percy W., 67, veteran thea-
ter man, at his.-home in Red Deer, Alberta.
In 1924 he opened the Crescent Theater,
Red Deer, and later, in partnership with
Morris Beatty,” build the Capitol Theater,
which Beatty is now running as a unit
of the Famous Players chain.

IN MEMORY OF

Mrs. Sfacey (Betfy) Knoff
Who passed on Sept. 22nd, 1942,
Gone but not forgotten by her many

friends in the show world.
Her Loving Husband,

STACEY

JORDAN—Walter C., 50, with Detroit
theatrical enterprises for a quarter cen-
tury, September 27 at Detroit Tuberculosig
Sanitarium of a heart attack. He was
secretary to E. D. Stair, legitimate pro-
ducer and Detroit theater owner, Sur-
vived by his widow,

In Loving Remembrance of Our Son and Brother

HARRY (PAT) KLING

Wheo passed awa/y Sept
MR. and M ING, PEGGY.

BILL and 'Lom 8.

LEE—Harriet, 48, former vaude per-
former and partner of her former hus-
band, Ben Ryan, in the vaude team of
Ryan and lee, at St. Vincent's Hospital,
New York, September 28. The act, Ryan
and Lee, appeared in several Winter Gar-
den muslcals.

LEVINE—Fannie, assistant treasurer of
several Shubert theaters, in St. Clare’s
Hospital, New York, September 26 of a
heart aillment. She had recently worked
at the Forrest Theater, New York, and also
had been treasurer of the Eva Le Gallienne

Civic Repertory Theater. Surviving are a~

sister and four brothers.

LEWIS — Leland C., 46, former press
agent, Coast sports Wrxter and boxing pro-
moter, in Oxnard, Calif.,; of a heart attack
September 15.

LIGHT—Alexander, 70, former actor
and producer of Shakespearean plays, in
Hollywood September 22 after a short ill-
ness,

McCORD—Charles C., 64, husband of
Mrs. May Kennedy McCord, writer and
radio authority on the Ozarks, recently
in Springfield, Mo. Survived by his widow,
who broadcasts a daily program over
KWEK.

McDOUGALL — William, 53, studio
policeman at Universal Pictures: and
father of former Helen Mack, of the screen,
in Los Angeles September 23 of a heart
attack,

MADDOX — Whitey, former derbyshow
contestant, in August at his home in
Miami of injuries sustained in an acci-
dent. Surviving is a sister, Mrs. Marvin
Ellison, Gatesville, Tex.

MARTINELLI—Angelo Michael, former
musical arranger for the New York Metro-
politan Opera Company, in Bridgeport,
Conn., September 18. He maintained
music studios in Philadelphia and Bridge-
port and in recent months was music ar-
ranger with General Electric Company.

MERKUR—=Samuel, drummer, in New

York September 24, He was a member of
AFM, . Local 802, and had recently been
employed in the offices of that organiza-
tion. Survived by his widow and a daugh«
ter.

REITH—Charles, 52, stagehand at the
American Theater, St. Louis, in that city
September 18,

SHROYER—George, 78, uncle of Mrs.
C. D. Scott, of Scott Exposition Shows,
in Sidney, 0., September 28. Survived
by a daughter, Enid, and a stepson, Rex
Spaugy.

STRUBANK — Frederick Charles, 52,
film salesman and former theater man-
ager, September 26 at his home in Detroit
following a heart attack. He was with
the Columbia Theater, Detroit, which op-
erated on a two-shift show policy, com-
bining vaudeville and stock, from 1911 to
1923, rising from usher to assistant man-
ager. For four years he was manager of
both the dramatic stock and the tab com-
panies which alternated in the Columbia,
He later was Detroit salesman for Pathe,
Monogram and Republic Pictures. Sur-
vived by his widow and a son. Interment
in Woodmere Cemetery, Detroit,

VETTELL — Erwin- A., pioneer Roller
Coaster designer and builder and veteran
of the amusement park industry, in
Pittsburgh September 30. Since 1936
he was mechanical superintendent at
Kennywood Park, Pittsburgh, and prior
to that, for 18 years, was superintendent
:at Palisades (N. J.) Park. He also' was
formerly associated with T. M. Harton
Company, operators of amusement en-
terprises. Vettell built Roller Coasters
and amusement equipment in this coun-
try and Europe for the Harton interests.
He was a member of the National Show-
men’s Association. Survived by his
widow, Emma; a son, Andrew, and a
brother, Edward, superintendent of West
View Park, Pittsburgh. Burial from
Brandt Funeral Home, Perrysville, Pa.,
September 27.

Marriages

. BAKER - BOOTH —Corp. Wililam H.
Baker to Shirley Booth, radio and stage
actress, September 24 in New York.
BEEHLER-LEMOINES—Monti Beehler,
owner of Beehler’s Hollywood Dog and
Pony act, to Jean .Frances Lemoines,
acrobatic and contortionist, September
€4 in Blytheville, Ark,
BUNTING-PEARSON — Earl H. Bunt-
ing, owner of the Bunting Shows, to
Anna Jane Pearson, proprietor of the
Pearson Shows, off the road for the dura-
tion, in Ramsey, Iil., September 28.
CHARTERIS-BORST—Leslie Charteris,
screen playwright and author of The
Saint mystery novels, to Elizabeth Bryant
Borst, New York radio and mnight club
singer known,K professionally as Betty
Bryant, in Santa Fe, N. M., October 2.
CIACCIA-WAYNE—Tony Ciaccia, of
the Roman Grille staff, Philadelphia, to
Dotty Dee Wayne, dancer, May 23 in
Philadelphia, it was announced last week,
CRONIN - PRESTON — Pvt. Frank
Cronin, formerly publicity man for RKO
in Boston, to Renee Preston, pubhcist in
Nashvilie recently
GEORGE-NELSON—Sgt. Douglas E.
George, son of Terry George, former band
leader and mnow trumpet man with
Lawrence Welk’s ork, to Karleen Nelson,
of the Frederick Bros.! Music Corporation,
Chicago, in Fort Monmouth, Long
Branch, N. J. recently.
HAVENS-MORSE—Sgt. Donald Havens,
bass player, to Millicent Morse, of the
Morse Sisters, singers, September 19 at
Fort Knox, Ry.
HEWES-RKLEINOSKY—Pfc. Wi!liam P
Hewes, former ride foreman with James
B, Strates, Dodson’s World’s Fair and
Ringling Bros.’ shows, to Marie Klein-
osky in Johnstown, Pa., recently.
ISAACS - GABOR — Chatles Isaacs to
Eva Gabor, Hungarian stage and screen
actress, in Hollywood September 27.
NELSON-PARKER~—Ensign James Nel«
son to Priscilla Parker, nitery singer,
September 24 in San Francisco
SHEEHAN-MORSE—Corp. Eddie Shee-
han, former manager of the New 20th
Century, Philadelphia nitery, to Dottie
Morse, of the Morse Sisters, singers, Sep-
tember 19 at Camp Pickett, Va,

Births

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Dime Wil
‘son recently. Parents are with Arthur
Bros.’ Circus. ’

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Bob Hop-+
kins in Defroit September 28. Father is
announcer' at Station WJIBK there. .

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Arthur
Pruitt at St. Joseph’s Hospital, Provi-

dence, September 21. Mother is  the
former Betty McKee, daughter of Al
McKee, of Palisades (N. J.) Park.

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. George
Murphy in Cedars of Lebanon Hospital,
Hollywood, September 25, Mother is the
former Julietfe Johnson, dancer.

A son to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Dellera
at Fitch Sanatorium, New York, Septem-
ber 27. Mother is Helen Jepson, Metro-
politan Opera soprano. .

A daughter, Valentine, to Mr. and Mrs,
Sydney G. Smith at Woman's Hospital,
New York, September 27. Father pore
trayed Henry Ward Beecher inn Harriet.

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Edward
Neill in Home Memorial Hospital, New
London, Conn. recently. Parents are
former concessionaires at Ca.sino Seaside
Heights, N. J.

A daughter, Marlys, to Mr and Mrs.
Houston Cox September 13 at Children’s
Hospital, San Francisco. Father is on
the news staff of KPQ, that city.

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. James
Crosson September 22 at St. Joseph's
Hospital, Philadelphia. Father is news
eidtor of Station KYW there.

A daughter, Sarah Lee, to Mr. and Mrs,
Jack Engel September 20 at Mount Sinai
Hospital, Philadelphia. Father is on

the sales staff of RKO Pictures Corpo-

ration, that city.

A daughter to Mr. and Mrs. Joshua
Fish September 24 at Jewish Hospital,
Philadelphia. Mother is the former
Sylvia Nobel, concert pianist,

A son to Captain and Mrs, James Quirk

September 24 at Lying-In Hospital, Phila=
delphia. Father was the former Jimmy
Allen, program director of Stations WFIL
and WIP, Philadelphia, before entering
the armed forces.

A son to Mr. and Mrs., W. A, Wallace
recently at Memorial Hospital, Chelsea,
Mass. FPather is a concessionaire with
World of Mirth Shows, N

BROADWAY OPENING
(Continued from page 25)
ages to snag plenty of laughs. Both Pearl
and Green are seasoned hands at the use
of the bandied insult and when Jack gets
to potashing to Harry’s perlmuttering,
even the corniest gag gets a lift, When
they are on and going at their best the
show stops creaking and begins to trot.

A decided drawback is Pearl’s deter-
mination to play the cannery boss
straight. Table poundings are still there,
but the familiar sputterings and tongue-
twists which are tops in his stock of rib-
ticklers have been tossed overboard to
make room for acting. It is possible that
this approach has been made to serve
as a foil for Harry Green’s dead-pan
clowning. .- However, if he would go all
out ‘with the good old German-Jewish
dialect then the Pearl-Green carry-all
might even break into a gallop.

A. L. Berman has given the show a fine
production and -there are some good
players to help out. Flora Campbell and
Lyle Bettger furnish the love interest,

Wyrley Birch and Loring Smith handle

the character angles as the skinflint
banker and the mnutty millionaire.
Ostrander’s set of a factory office has
plenty of imagination and realism. But
what there is of a show at the Bijou
could be called All for Jack Pearl and
Harry Green.

There is an audience for All as there
has been for others of its cut. If it
hangs on long enough, it will likely find
it. It’s not the best, but it’s not the
worst by a long way. And there will be
& lot of people who will find the Pearl-
Green antics a lot of fun.

Bob Francis,

PRE-ROAD PREVIEW
(Continued from page 26)

play, Porgy and Bess will- be a fixture of
the American theater. What it will make
on the road will make the Theater Guild
Jjealous, altho, of course, that envy will
be lessened by the fact that at least three
versions of Oklehomua! will be on the
Guild credit side. Joe Koehler.

REP RIPPLES
(Continued from page 29)

for a number of weeks yet Friends are
urged to drop her g line. ... JAY TOM.
LINSON opened his school show at Og-
den, Utah, September 10, presenting
sketches from The Cricket, by Dickens,
arranged by E. F. Hannan. Tomlinson
has established territory in Washington
and Oregon and produced amateur shows
in that section for several years. He
will be assisted on the school trek by
Anna Rowe Gagnor, who will Iurnlsh
the music.

P S



October 9, 1943

E=———————"——"Conducted by CLAUDE R. ELLIS.

CARNIVALS

ROBERY DOEPKER, Associate.

Communications to 25 Opera Place, Cincinnati 1, 0.

The Billboard 31

HOME-RUN GROSSES IN LEAP

Conklln Tour Up

To Expectations

¢

Trek proves successful de-
spite limited operations—
°44. plans are mapped

]

HAMILTON, Ont., Oct. 2. — Conklin
Shows, which closed their tour tonight
on the midway at Leamington (Ont.)
Fair, ended the -1943 trek with “opera-

» tions on the season all that could be
expected,” J. W. (Patty) Conklin, presi-
dent, sald in local quarters.

For the last two weeks he has been
directing work at shows' local plant with
a crew of 15 getting winter quarters in
shape to properly store the equipment
when it arrives Sunday. Conklin said he
plans to leave here October 12 for an
extended scouting trip in the States in
the interests of the shows,

“It is our definite plan,” he said, “to
operate again in 1344, Of course, we
cannot be entirely too optimistic, but
despite the adversity and many problems
with which we have been confronted this
year and since the beginning of the war,
we are happy and proud that we had a
most successful year with our limited
operations.”

Conklin sald he planned to work a
crew of about 20 in quarters this winter
in an effort to build a show to present
to the public when hostilities cease.

Miner Goes to Barn
After Heavy Season

NORTHAMPTON, Pa., Oct. 2.—R. H.
Miner, owner-manager of the Garden
State Shows, closed the season here last
week and shipped equipment to winter
quarters in New Holland, Pa.

Despite wartime setbacks, Owner Miner
said, the show had one of its best sea-
sons. Dates were played in Pennsylvania,
New Jersey and Maryland and not a
Monday night was missed all season.
Opening in 1944 is expected to be early
in April.

Buntintg-Pearson Wedding
Is Held in Ramsey, 1.

RAMSEY, 111, Oct. 2.—Wedding cerece«
mony of Earl H. Bunting, owner-
manager of the Bunting Shows, and Anna
Jane Pearson, who has her Pearson Shows
off the road for the duration, was largely
attended in the home of the bride here
September 28. Rev. L. C. Kelley, pastor
of the Ramsey Methodist Church, offici-
ated; and attendants were Mr. and Mrs.
M. J. Dressen, Mobile, Ala., friends of
the couple. '

Mrs. Bunting this year because of
transport and labor difficulties decided
to keep her shows off the road and took
a post as police woman at the Sangamo
defense plant. The Bunting Shows, with
quarters in Ladd, Ill., are expected to
go out again in 1944, he said, with Mrs.
Bunting on the staff.

All-American for Mobile;
Jackson Engagement Clicks

MOBILE, Ala., Oct. 2.—8%3)01(5 Kline,
general agent of Frank est’s All«
American Exposition, closed negotiations
this week with Abba Temple Shrine to
play a two-week engagement here under
Shrine auspices beginning next week.
Jack West, Shrine potentate, and Bernie
Smuckler, general chairman, represented
the Shriners. -

Upon his arrival here, Kline said the
shows chalked up large attendance and
grosses at their stand in Jackson, Tenn.,
playing to one of best Saturday's busi-
ness In their history,

CHICAGO, Oct. 2—With the 1943 sea-
son nearing its finale, numerous reports
on bingo benefits, parties and War Bond
award activities staged on carnivals for
the benetit of the Showmen’s League of
America’s various funds are drifting into
the club’s local offices. One of the first
to report were the Conklin Shows, which
staged a Servicemen’s Benefit Bingo at
Fort Williams, Ont., which added $4256
to that fund, .

Johnny J. Jones Exposition followed
with a Red Cross Benefit at La Porte,
Ind.,, with the club’s coffers being en-
hanced by $281. The Jones combo also

.held a Servicemen's Benefit September

29 in Atlanta, results of which have not
yet been announced. Results of War
Bond award activities on the Rubin &
Cherry Exposition are expected to be an-
nounced soon.

- Besides its membership campaign, the
League’s activities have been centered
around three particular funds, Hospital
and Cemetery drive, Red Cross War Relief
drive and the Servicemen’s Fund. With
over 20 deaths in the ranks and an ex-
ceedingly large mnumber needing hos-
pitalization, the Hospital and Cemetery

(See Shows Swell SLA Funds on page 55)

Culpeper Is Winner

For United American

CULPEPER, Va., Oct. 2—~United Amer-
ican Shows concluded a successful run
as midway attraction at the Victory Gar-
den Fair here, under American Legion
Post ausplces, September, 18. The fair,
a local promotion, proved & winner.
Shows, which have been in operation
only four weeks under the present man-
agement, have shown considerable growth
from week to week and now have five
rides, including a Ferris Wheel and Lindy
Loop. John L. Suity has the Girl Show,
which has been clicking,

The Blond Sensation, free act, closed
here, and Leon the Great was brought
in the last night and played to large
crowds, Some new concessions have
Joined, including Al Harvey, 4; Ed Steel,
1; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Newman, 1, and
Mr. and Mrs. Floyd Sheats, with bingo
and ball game. Bob Pollack has added
a fire eater to his line of concessions.

Buck Denby is in charge of concessions,
returning to the road after belng in a
hospital three months, recuperating from
a lez injury. Visitors included Jake
Shapero, and Art Lewls, owner-manager
of Art Lewis Shows. R. C. McCarter Is
manager of the shows.

Show Benefits Add | CW Topples Hagerstown Marks;
To League’s Funds | | ahor Shortage Sends Bantly

To Quarters; Jaunt Beats 1942

HAGERSTOWN, Md., Oct. 2.—Cetlin &
Wilson Shows closed their engagement
as midway attraction at Great Hagers-
town Fair last Saturday night, with the
final count revealing the best attendance
and gross receipt marks thus far on the
shows’ current fair tour. Thursday, with
a 40,000 turnout for the fair, proved the
best day on the midway. Attendance at
the fair on the other days hit the 20,000
mark, with business on the midway be-
ing reflected in the shows’ big box-office
count. Children’s Day proved the most
successful in the last 25 years at the fair,

Marks TrekTops
1942 Blz by 15%

Midway per caplta spend-
ing in hike — combo to
winter in new quarters

]

RICHMOND, Va.,, Oct. 2~After chalk.
ing up one of the most financially suc-
cessful seasons in their career, the John
H. Marks Shows closed the season at the
Church Hill Ball Park affter a 25-week
run. Pressure of other business, plus a
general shortage in labor, was given by

Manager John H. Marks as his reasons-

for the early closing.

Despite the fact that the shows were
cut in size considerably for the 1943
tour, the total gross was well over 15
per cent above that of 1942. This was
attributed to the fact that while the
average carnival patron spends 35 cents
while on the showgrounds the per cap-
ita spending this year was mnearer 50
cents.

Business during the second week’s

‘stand on West Broad and in the single

week on Church Hill was much better
than average despite the fact that the
first two days of the week were lost to
rain, which, by the way, was the first
rain to visit the shows in over five weeks.

During the local engagements the
shows co-operated with the American
Legion Post’s “Smokes for Soldiers” cam-
paign. All newspapers and radio sta-
tions were liberal with their space. Shows
have been stored in their newly acquired
winter quarters on the Midlothian Turn-
pike near here,

Reynolds & Wells Purchase
Murphy-Pugh Equipment; Plan
Enlarged Combo for 44 Trek

PONCA CITY, Okla.,, Oct. 2. — L. C.
(Curly) Reynolds and H, (Izzy) Wells,
owner-operators of Reynolds & Wells
Shows, completed negotiations here last

Saturday for the purchase of World of
Today Shows in their entirety from

Denny Pugh and Joe Murphy. Cash ton-

sideration and other details in the deal
were not made public, but the new own-
ers will take over the shows at the close
of Oklahoma Free State Fair at Musko-
gee, Okla, October 11.

World of Today Shows are currently
playing the annual, and the Reynolds
& Wells combo will complete the 1843
season with the World of Today Shows
after Muskogee, playing spots in Okla-
homa and Texas until about the middle
of November, according to present plans,
Reynolds, accompanied by W. J. Lindsay,
R. & W, secretary, arrlved in Muskogee
yesterday and will manage the World

of Today Shows when he and Wells take
over,

Wells plans to remain in winter quar«
ters at Arkansas City, Kan., to superine
tend the buxldmg and repairmg of prop-
erty of the Reynolds & Wells Shows,
which closed the 1943 season at Lincoln,
Neb., two weeks ago. New owners plan
to combine the attractions of their shows
with those of the World of Today Shows
in 1944, making for one of the largest
motorized shows on the road. next year,
officials said.

R. & W. closed one of the best seasons
in their history at Lincoln, playing a
short season of fairs only, where they
registered highly outstanding business.
World of Today Shows have also chalked
up the biggest business in the history
of that outfit. Joe Murphy is slated for
induction in the armed forces soon,
while Pugh will look after his many
other interests in Dallas.

New marks were set despite cool weather
at opening.

All equipment arrived on time and was
up and ready to operate Monday after=-
noon., Paradise Revue led shows, with
Pete Thompson’s Sultan’s Harem a close
second. Also .getting big grosses were
Miss America, Mansion’s Circus Side
Show, Erdmann’s Monkey Circus, Dale
Barron’s Alligator Show, Rocket, Skooter,
Caterpillar, Twin Ferris Wheels and
Chairplane.

Friday, Children’s Day, saw the midway
crowded from early until late. The local
Hereld and Mail gave shows much free
space, and managers Cetlin and Wilson
were hosts to the fair association mem-
bers at a dinner in Al Dorso’s cookhouse.
An honored guest on the midway was
Congressman J, Glenn Beall, who com-
plimented the management on the size
and cleanliness of the midway.

Walters’ Kiddie Rides garnered a good
share of business.

Co-Owner Jack Wilson made the front
page of the local papers anent his playing
the falr some 15 years ago with a conces-
sion. William Hartzman, secretary, was
awarded his Gold Card for obtaining 50
members for the National Showmen’s
Association. Mrs, Jack Wilson left here
for Roanoke, Va., where she plans to
treat a cold and arrange for some new
painting of the Wilson home there.

WILLIAMSPORT, Pa., Oct. 2.—Follow-
ing a careful study of thelabor situation
as it affected the organization, Herman
Bantly, general manager Bantly All-

(See Bantly Into Quarters on page 55)

Barkoot Season in
Black; Dolly Young
Re-Engaged for *44

TOLEDO, Oct. 2.—Barkoot Bros.” Shows
moved into local winter quarters last
week after closing a successful season at
the Mexican Fiesta in North Baltimore,
O. Owner K. G. Barkoot said rides had
exceptionally good business at the final
stand. He added that much needed re-
pairing a®d rebuilding on the shows will
be done in guarters during the winter in
preparation for next year’s tour.

Dolly Young, shows’ concession man=
ager and legal adjuster for the last two
seasons, has been sighned in the -same
capacity for 1944, Barkoot announced.
He said that current plans call for an en.
larged organization to take the road next
year. Program calls for the presentation
of seven major rides and three panel
fronts are now under construction.’
Opening has been set for late in April,
with the shows playing local spots and
vicinity for the major portion of the
£eason.

All-American Makes
Laurel Midway Mark

LAUREL, Miss.,, Oct. 2.—Business for
West’s All-American Exposition Shows on
the midway at South Mississippi Fair
here, September 27-October 2, was up
40 per cent over last year, with top-
grosses and a new kids’ day record, said
Bill Sterling, press representative.

Leading grossers were Paradise Review,
Zorda Side Show, Josh Monkey Show,
Ott Spencer's Wall of Death, Frankie
Tezzano's Girls - a - Poppin’, Dixieland
Minstrels, three Ferris Wheels, Ridee-O,
Whip, Octopus and kiddie rides.

Secretary and Mrs. L. J. Lunsford :
Houston County Fair, Dothan, Ala., were
guests of Mr. and Mrs. Frank West.
General Representative Bob Kline left
for ‘Mobile, where the shows will be
under auspices of Abba Temple at an
early dale.
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&Ewwmens League |
"' of America

Sherman Hotel
Chicago .

~ Ladies® Auxiliary

Club resumes its regular fall and wine
ter meeting schedule October 7, when a
nominating committee will be appointed.
Club secretary would like to have all
the award books in by October 1. Dues
Tor 1944 are due and payable now. Have
¥ou sent yours?

Myrtle Hutt .is seriously i1l in Ameri=
can Hospital, under the care of Dr., Max
‘Thorek, Shirley Mendelsohn left Bdge-
water Hospital after an onerafion and is
recuperating at home. Lee Kaufman has
returned to Chicago after an extended
trip to Toronto, Ont., Canada. Past Presi-
dent Frances Keller was hostess at her
heme ‘at a soclal for the Past Presidents’
Club last week. President Phoebe Car=
sky’s husband, Brother Willlam Carsky,
made g donation to the party.

Tetters were received this week from
Gussie Travis, Sara MecCaffery, Frances
Barth, HEdith Bullock, Viola Fairly, Rose
Clawson, Evelyn Blakely, Rose Page,
Bessie Simon, Hattie Clinton, Pearl Mc-
Glynn, Agnes Barnes and Eva Kapla,n.

3000 BINGO

No. 1 Cards, heavy white, 5x7 No duplicate ecards,

Flat wood markers, printed 2 sides, printed

cards in all sets of—

85 cards, $3.50; 50 cards, $4 00; 75 cards, $4.80;

400 cards, $5.50; 150 card s, .28;. 200 cards,
14; 250 ca/rds, $13.75; 300 cardy, -$1 0.50.

Remaining 2700 cards $5 per 100 for eards enly

==markers oF tally omitted,

Mo, 8 cards — Heavy, Green, Vellww, Rod == Any .

set of 50O or 100 cards, per ocard @¢.

3000 KENO

Made in 30 sets or_100 cards each, Played jn 8
rows across the cards—not up and down. Right-
weight ‘card, Per set of 100 cards, tally csrd,
ealling merkers, $3.50, -

All Bingo and Lotto sets are eomp!ete with wood
mukers, tally and direction sheet. All cards aize 5x7.

LIGHT WEIGHT BINGO CARDS®

Black on white, postal card thickness. Can be
size 5x7, per 100,

retained or discarded. 8,000,
In lots uf‘ 1,000, $1 per 100. OCalling

$1.25.
markers, exira, B0

Real Class .$12.80
2,000 .lat.k Pct Silps (strips of 7 n‘umbon),

. Automatic Bingo Shaker.

per 1,000 ... ... it 4.28
W. crmrds, Ex1 Whlte, Qreen, de,
\!elluw, $2.00 per 100,
8,000 Small Thin “Brorwnle” Bingo 8hoets,
" 7 colore, pads of 25. 8ize 4xE, per 1,000. 1.28
8,000 Feathsrweight Bingo Sheets, '/,xs
!.ome. $1 25 per M. Stapled in pade ef .
25. P l) 00000000000000006000000 B0
Box of 25 000‘ Black 8trip Card Markers ..  1.00

All shove prices are transportation extra.
and sample cards free, No personal checks accepted.
We pay excise ta¥r. Immediate delivery.

J. M. SIMMONS & CO.
19 W. Jackson Blvd., C!nicago

PLACE SIDE SHOW

Have complete frame-up ready to operate, Long
season with winter location, Albany, Ga., this week.

AL WAGNER

GREAT LAKES EXPOSITION

Catalog

Club Activities

National
% Showmen's Ass.

Palace Theater Building
New York

NEW YORE, Oct, 2.—Prexy Art Lewis,
in town for a short stay, said he would
be back to attend the next meeting Oc-
tober 13. Cyril Wilking, in from the Big
One, rejoined in Cincy. Al Buri in to
say good-bye for the winter, then off to
Tampa. Sgt, Barney Ross, as guest of
Corp. Siro Aurilio, spent part of an

afternoon with the boys. Mrs. Ross ac-
companied him. John 8, Weisman was
inducted and shipped to Miami Beach
for training. )

The Ladies’ Auxillary has taken Bro.
Bailor John ¥Francis King under their
wings and will see that he gets every-
thing befitting his name while he is hos-
pitalized. He has been in the naval hos-
pital at St. Albans, N. Y, about six
months, Johnny J, Kline is still in
Brooklyn . Doctors® Hospital being pre-
pared for another operation. Pvi. Are
thur Goldberg is oub of the hospital in
Atlanta, recovered from a jeep accitent.

Seventy-seven new members in Sep-
tember. Trustee Sam Lawrence sent a
substantial c¢heck' to Chairman Jack
Lichter to be used for Christmas pack-
ages fto servicemen. Past President Max
Linderman operatéd bingo for the club
at Allentdwn (Pa.) Falir, on_y one of his
money-raising activities.  He will run
a jamboree later and will try and eclipse
the top Cetlin & Wilson receipts. Fstate
of the late Arthur:Hill has been settled
and a check sent to the club by the
public administrator for an amount
which he thought it should have. Wal-
ter K. Sibley visited the World of Mirth
Shows at Allentown and visited with
Bros. Linderman, Bergen, Sraith, Schilliz-
zi, Dave Epstein, Don Simmons, Kaplan
brothers, Hummell, Lazures, Hoar, Ritz
and others.

Eddie Bennett in from Detroit; Pvt.
Rappaport from Paterson, N. J.. Dues
were paid last week by William Dancers,
Irving Gould, Harry Sandler, Sam Finkel,
George Whitehead, Tdward Murphy, Nor
man Littlefield, Lloyd Abbott, Bob Pare
ker, Bernard Reich, Alfred Rauchfuss,
Tom Kelley, Tom Heffernan, Dan Kline,
Ben Merson, Henry Fein, Paul Spitzer,
Harry Gold, Jack Agree, Leo Jordon,
Nathan Rifkin, Sam Lager, BEddie Rahn,
BEdward Van Tassell, Vincent Anderson,
Dave Edwards, Hatold Lithhoff, Salvador
Poponigri, Murray Spitzer, Sam Levy,
Sam Peterson, Joseph Rinaldi, Eric Spell-
man, Meyer Hamburg, Frank Scillizzi,
Jimmy Hurd, Scully DelLuccia, Abe Fein-
stein, Jack Silverman, Frank Sexton,
James Casey, Herbert Anderson, Edward
Benneétt, Jack Harris, Jim Feheley, Frank

WANT

J. F. SPARKS SHOWS

VICTORY FAIR For the Best Route of FALL FESTIVAL
Anniston, Ala. Fall Dates in the Ozark, Ala.

Oct, 4-9 South QOct. 11-16
JACKSON COUNTY FARR - BAY COUNTY FAIR ARMISTICE CELEBRATION
Marianna, Fla, Panama City, Fla. 0 Apalachicola, Fla.
Oct. 18-23 -Oct. 25-Nov, 6 @ Nov. 8-13

WANT

others who wired,
Shows with own equipment.

Want Musicians for Minstref.

Alsd want Ride Men on all rides,
3 IR All replies:

Prices must be reasonable.
Address

DODSON’S WORLD’S FAIR SHOWS

WACO, TEXAS, until October 9; AUSTIN, TEXAS, October 11 to 1
““““““““““““““m

a

Can place Iegmmate Concessions of all kinds to join at Anniston,

Especially want Big Snake, Fat Lady, Mechanical Cn‘y,
Freak Animal and any good Crind ‘Shows.

Want Wheel Foreman capable of handling two Wheels,
Positively must be -sober and drive serms
J. F. SPARKS, Anniston, Alabama, this weck. ESE '

‘\““““““““““““““‘

FREE ACTS WANTED

CAN PLACE SEVERAL SENSATIONAL FREE ACTS FOR

/|
g

g

i BEAUMONT, TEXAS, FAIR.
g g .
5
5
%

Robert Gordon and.

contact us again.

Top salary out of office.
Top salary to the right man.

‘;\\\\

Ware, Harry Foreman, John Gibson, Irv
J. Polack, James Miller, Ben Cheek,
Frank Feit, Morris Batalsky, Saul Wein-
traub, True Perkins, Andre Dumont, Phil
Duskin, Jimmy@O{Brien, J. S, Weisman,
John Daverin, Mike Freidman, Roland
Champagne, Bill Finn, Casper Sargent,
Louis Glass, George Peden, Tom Wolfe,
Cyril Wilkinsg, Abe Zimmerman, Sol
Wahnish, Isidor Biscow and John ILeé,
September receipts were almost $900
more than in Septemebr, 1942,

Banquet tickets on the presses will be
ready for delivery about October 10.
Date is Thanksgiving eve, November 24,
Grand Ballroom, Hotel Commodore;
tickets, $6.60; table, 8366. Reservations
are heing made.

. Ladies® Auxiliary

Initial fall meeting was held Septems-
ber 22, with about 40 members in attend-
ance. Many members paid their current
dues and received new cards., Filled
penny bags were turned in by Sister
Queenie Van Vieit and Past President
Packtman. Queenie said the bag had been
filled by members of the B..& V., Shows,

(§ee NSA on puge 3:5))
Pacitic Coast
Showmen’s Assn.

623 ‘/z South Grand Ave., at Wnlshire
Los Angeles

.08 ANGE‘LES, Oct, 2,—Monday night
gathering was attended by 127, which
showed that the special events are help-
ing to draw a lot of brothers into active
ity again. Many are now in for the
winter, including Russell Bros. Circus
folks., On whe rostrum, were President
Edward Walsh and Exegutive Secretary
Charles W. Nelson, who presided.

After committee reports 'Bro. Harry
Fink again circulated and raised addi-
tional funds for the building fund com-
mittee. Bro. Edward Kennedy, who has
been in a hospital nearly two years, has
recuperated, and after visiting the club
several days, expected to sojourn in San
Francisco. Bro, Lon Hartsell has dis-
posed of his show and will leave for San
Francisco to join Bre. Sam Houston ah
his museum there. Bro. Harry Le Mack,
in g talk on the transportation situation,
suggested that if members who attend
funeral services of ‘deceased brothers
would arrange to help out some of the
other brothers more would attend serv-
ices. Suggestion was heartily applauded.

Bros. Lou Berg and Dan Dix were in-
troduced, both having been with Russell
Bros.’ Circus. - George (ArmyMHayes, who
was introduced as a reinstated brother
and who had not seen the elubrooms for
21 years, was high in praise of the im-
provements.

Bro. Harry Chipman, co-chalrman of
the Cole Bros.’ Circus Party October 4,
read the novel invitation printed in
patriotic colors and sent in envelopes
to the circus personnel to serve for ade
mittance and as a souvenir. Bro. J. Ed
Brown, co-chairman, arranged for a spe-
cial stage in the assembly room. The
regular October 4 meeting was pestponed
till October 11.

The Banguet and Ball Committee,

‘headed by Chairman Joseph Glacy and

his assistants, Ted Le Fors.and William
(Bill) Hobday, is developing plans to in-
sure that the affair will outrival prede-
cessors. Chairman Glacy appointed Bro.
Harry " Chipman to head the publicity
committee and announced that all for-
mer chairmen were automatically re~ap~
pointed to -the committee. and requested
to submit ideas., Altho the last year’s
ball was canceled, it is believed that such
events are valuable in keeping up morale,
Meeting adjourned for lunch and re-
freshments were served by Bros, Charles
Farmer and Harry Phillips, with their as-
sistants on the house committee.

Ladies’ Auxiliary

Past President Allerita Foster presided
at the September 27 meeting., As Ruby
Kirkendall was ill, Vivian Gorman was
in the- secretary’s chair. A letter from
Margaref Farmer asking for more applica-
tion blanks was received, as were letters
from Gladys Patrick and Caroline Krekos,
Margaret Walsh was on the sick list, and

 Daisy Davis.

Heartu of America
Showmen’s Club

Reid Hote!.
Kansas City

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Oct. 2—~Undet
supervision of House Committee -Chair-
man George Howk, clubrooms have been
renovated and a new system of lighting
installed. Club received a letter from
President Noble €. Fairly and Denny
Pugh’ in which they encloSed 30 mem-
bership applications and a check for
the total amount of initiation fees and
dues,

Morrls Ventling was here on business,
and Babe Drake and family left the city.
The Drake Sisters are now with a USO
unit. George Carpenter has returned
to the city after a season of picnics and
celebrations with his photo gallery and
reports one of his best seasons in recent
years. ' :

George Howk was obﬁge_:d to cancel his
Southern trip with his string of conces-
sions because of an injury to his backs
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