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THE GREAT

KNOLL

WORLD'S HIGHEST TRAPEZE ACT SENSATION OF SENSATIONS

120 FEET — NO NETS On the TRAPEZE at INDOOR CIRCUSES

47 WEEKS OF SOLID INDOOR CIRCUS
BOOKINGS IN 1943 DATES IN 1943

Always the Feature of Every Record-Breaking Date of

LARRY SUNBROCK’S
RODEO THRILL SHOW CIRCUS
Played to more than 5,000,000 paid admissions in 32 years

THE PRESS CHEERS

“Continuing to thrill the masses the second
big week at Westview Park is the Great
Knoll high trapeze act, who passes the sensa-
tional stage in performance. He is spectacular
in daring.”

Pittsburgh Sun-Telegraph. June 13, 1943.

“To witness the setting up of the rigging of
the Great Knoll, an audience of 10,000 waited
2 hours for him to present his 8-minute act,
following which he autographed for the au-
dience for an hour and one-half.”

Baltimore Sun. Aug. 16, 1943.

“The most startling news here is ‘held over
the 3rd big week,” the Great Knoll, Gwynn
Oak Park.”

Baltimore Sun. Aug. 29, 1943.

“After presenting a most unusual perform-
ance on the 120-foot rigging, the Great Knoll
proceeded to dismantle the steel tower and
load it in one hour and ten minutes. Each
time we saw him the act was different, the
costume of a different color.”

Providence Bulletin. Sept. 14, 1943,

“Among the most amazing acts are the Great
Knoll, closing the high acts of the show, well
spotted, a wonderful act, a variety of feats,
showmanly presented.”

Montreal Gazette. Oct. 4. 1943,
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LOCAL RADIO COMES ALIVE

Question: How’s Business?

Ans.: NY, Chi & Los Vaude
Hit 23 Mil in °43--Zowie!

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.-—Vaudefilm
houses can look back on 1943 as the
year of the happy millions. Box-
office figures resounded with Wall
Street accents.

New York’s Big Six lapped up the
best grosses in their hlstory, the mil-
lion-dollar bell at the top o’ the cash

meter ringing a gorgeous 18 times—
count ’em—and almost a 19th.

Chirago’s Big Two dittoed, split-
ting over $3,000,000 between them-
selves.

Los Angeles’ Big Single also had
itself a seven-digit year.

In exact terms the Broadway stem
cleaned up $18,720,400 in the 12
months that have just closed. Thea-
ter by theater here is the way the
take looked:

Radlio City Music Hall—$5,360,500 (53
weeks) ($1.10 top).

State—$1,486,000 (53 weeks) (85-cent

top).

ROXy—$3,801,000 (49 weeks) ($1.10
mlg;.r'a»mount——$3,316,500 (53 weeks ($1.10
to%)t'rand—-waasgoo (53 weeks) (81.25
tOI()J'clpltol—$2419500 (41 weeks, this

Film Fleecers

Get 67 Years;
Appeal Filed

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.——Period was written
yesterday (31) to the trial of the six Chi-
cago mobsters found guilty of extorting
more than $1,000,000 from the motion
picture industry, when Federal Judge
John Bright clamped down with maxi-
mum penalties. Their convicted co-
defendant, Louis Kaufman, Newark labor
leader, drew a lighter sentence but a sim-
ilar fine, for a total of 67 years and
$70,000.

Excoriating what he called “disgrace-
ful conditions in union affairs,” Judge
Bright sentenced Louis Campagna, Phillip
D’Andrea, Paul De Lucia, Francis Mari-
tote, John Roselli and Charles Gioe to
10 years and a fine of $10,000 each. He
gave Kaufman seven years and the same
financial tax.

“The facts showed evidence practically
undisputed,” he declared. ‘“Much of the
testimony of the defendants themselves
proved the government’s case. The evi-
dence amply sustained the verdict. Con-
gress has passed laws to stop gangster
control and in this case, there is some im-
putalion of disgraceful conditions in
union affairs and I feel it my duty to
stop it.”

In asking a lesser sentence for Kauf-
man, former business agent of Local 244,
Motion Picture Projectionists’ Union, 8pe-
clal Assistant U. S. Attorney General
Boris Kostelanetz declared:

“Altho the other defendants are un-
questionably the greater criminals. Kauf-
nian as trustee of the union funds com-
mitted a greater crime. Racketeers could
not =xist without the aid of a labor offi-
cial of the Kaufman class.”

Kaufman’s local belonged to the IATSE,
which, the prosecution charged, was
taken over by the Chicago mob and used

(See Fleecers File Appeal on page 49)

house being without a vaude policy until
the beginning of March) (95-cent top).

Increased box-office prices, of course,
helped in raising grosses on the stem to
their stratospheric heights. So did gen-
erally good pictures. So did the abun-
dance of green in the pockets of the
public.

But all of these factors together would
not have spelled $18,720,400 without the
sock bills concocted by vaudefilm houses
despite the talent drought. The role
played by bands in this situation was
discussed in last week’s issue of The Bill-
board; the role of other attractions is
discussed elsewhere in this issue. (See
Vaude section).

The :implications of the 1943 box-
(Question: How’s Business? on page 23)

Lastiogel Sees

Here’s a Chance Teo
Make Some GI's Happy

If any producer or ex-producer
has an odd drop or two or a cen-
ter-door-fancy mildewing around
the storehouse he can give him-
self a generous glow along with
a 1lift to some GI lads who are
trying to make their own fun.
The following letter gives the de-
tails:

“Editors The Billboard:

“We have a nice set-up here and
are getting some shows together.
We have a fine stage, but no drops
or scenery of any kind. Do you
know of any place where we might
pick some up? We would be very
glad to pay the freight. I thought
you might know of some place
where we could get something of
the kind.

“PFC. G. J. HIGGINS,
“Training Section,
“U. 8. Army Air Forces,
“Alexandria, La.”

Even Greater

Name “Recruiting” for Camp
Shows’ Offshore Troupecades

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Abe Lastfogel,
USO-Camp Shows’ prexy, is enthusiastic
about the results achieved for more and
better offshore units, via increased volun-
teering by Hollywood talent and complete
co-operation by studio heads in arrang-
ing skeds to make overseas treks possible.
Lastfogel, who has spent the last few
months on the Coast lining up stars and
featured players for USO chores, returned
to the org’s headquarters here last week.

The most significant indication of con-
tinued success, reported Lastfogel, is the
attitude of the Coast incustry. Where
two years of war might be expected to
bring on a letdown of enthusiasm, he
said, there is less complacency than ever
before. BEverybody is on his toes and no-
body is tired.

Immediately following the rally of
more than 400 stars and personalities
representing every branch of the enter-
tainment field in Hollywcod, which was
sponsored by returned USO oversea-ers
Bob Hope, Jack Benny, Judith Anderson
and Frances Langford, each studio set
aside certain days for individual meet-
ings between screen actors and Lastfogel
and his assistants, Marco Wolf and Col.
Sam Briskin. The trio presented an off-
shore bid to practically every star on
the Metro and Paramount lots and met
with only one non-taker. (“That one,”
said Lastfogel, “had a perfectly sound
domestic reason for not wanting to join
an entertainment caravan.”) With fea-
tured players and starlets recruiting was

likewise 100 per cent. “I can say frankly
for the first time,” he stated, “that
the stars and the rank and file are doing
an equal job. They sense the necessity
clearly and are more all-out for the job
than ever before.”

In proof of this, Lastfogel pointed to
the names currently on the entertain-
ment org’'s overseas beats: Ella Logan,
Luise Rainer, Joe Calleta, Errol Flynn,
Nelson Eddy, Humphrey Bogart and his
wife, Randolph Scott and John Wayne,
and cited among those just returned
from offshore theater treks: Joel Mc-
Crea, Gary Cooper, Fredric March and
Ray Bolger. Others are ready and wait-
ing assignments as soon as the studios
can arrange their screen commitments.
He stressed the fact, also, that with
each of these “names” must be fitted
four or five less well-known performsars
to round out. well-balanced units.

Frank About Dangers

Nor does Lastfogel believe that the
hazards faced on these trips should be
played down. “I've told them,” he said,
“that the army and navy gives them all
the protection and comfort that's possi-
ble. These are tough, rigorous trips—
and not adventures.”

Personally, Lastfogel is skeptical about
overseas assignments of more than 12
weeks’ duration. Pew actors are in
physical condition to stand the gaff of
the constant drive of travel and play-

(See Name "“Recruiting” on page 4)

In This Issue

Rands & Vaude Grosees . . 2 Generul OQutdoor ......... 55 Reviews, Legit ........... 32
Burlesque 2 Legitimate ... -33 Night Clubs La24
Carnjval ... .. .35-59  Letter List -49 Orchestras .15
Cirens . .. .40-41  Magic . ....... 2D Radio ... L.12
Classified Ads .47-48  Merchandise-Iipes 50-54 i Vaude .. .26
Cocktail Combos .28-31  Music (Also See Records) -21  Rinks-Rkaters ............ 45
Coin Machines .. ... ... 56-78  Music-Merchandising ... .62-65 Roadshow Films .. .. .. ... 16
Columns: Music Popularity Chart . .18-21  Routes, Acts . ........... 27
Hurd, Walter ........: 56 Night Clubs ... .2 3-31 Carnival ... ....... 55
Corral 1 Parks-Pools . . a. .. meagm.w 44 Cireus . .o 55
l'gxi—:ir‘;zf)(;q'it.i(-)x;s ~~~~~~~~ 4933 Pipes for Pitchmen ....... 54 Dramatic & Musical 33
Final Curt Bi r” e TEEe Radio .\ cudedSi-siie o b 6-12 = If'eFShn\vs ......... 4
inal Curtain, Birtha, q onsored Events . .. ... ... 39
NPT o e 34 Radio-Music ............. 13 ‘Vr;ude\'ille s w33
General News . .......... 3-5 Repertoire ,............. 46  Vending Machines . ....... 66

Qubscrmtlmﬂ Rate:
Entered as 5ecoud clase matter June 4, 18

97, at Tost Office, Clncmnah

One year, $7.5
0., under Act of March, 1897,

Copyrizght 1911 by The Billboard Publxshmg Cou.\pauy

Talent Back,
Time Buyers

Watch Moves

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Stations all
over the nation are returning to live
production, For the past two years
most indies have resorted to platter
sessions and e. t’s well mixed with
news. The bigger indies mixed this
formula with net commercials and
sustainings to build an acceptable
broadcast day. The smaller indies
just filled in the hours for which
they were licensed and did their best
to make spot announcements pala-
table.

That was okay as long as the fu-
ture to which the stations were looking
forward was a long. hard consumer
productless war. That's changing now.
There is every indication that produc-
tion of certain consumer products will
be permitted within the next six months
by the governmental agency appointed
to handle that facet of wartime living.
This means avertising—advertising at
the point of sale. It means also that
local stations are going to have to justify
their existence to time buyers beyond
putting a signal into the territory they
are supposed to service.

“Plenty Part-Time Talent”
That, briefly, is the reason why sta-
tlons are once again hiring production
men and adding continuity writers to
their staffs. Where they can’t get full-
time people they're taking on men and

(See LOCAL RADIO on page 6)

No Fire Hazard
But ATW Needs

New Quarters
(Advt.)

NEW YORK, Jan. 1 —Rumors that the
American Theater Wing is hunting new
quarters for its Stage Door Canteen be-
cause of alleged fire hazards and over-
crowded conditions have brought an ap-
peal from the Wing for clarification to
the trade. ATW stresses that there are
no fire hazard problems presented by
the 44th Street quarters and no over-
crowding.

According to a Wing spokesman, there
are few places in town which might be
available for such a purpose which have
as many exits in relation to floor space
as the present Canteen. Further, it is
pointed out that fire drills were inaugu-
rated immediately after the Canteen was
established. With men accustomed to
discipline and a staff schooled to theater
emergencies, these were accomplished in
record time, in perfect order and with
the complete approval of the fire depart-
ment.

There is no overcrowding, because a
space ceiling is rigidly adhered to at all
times via a three-way check: at the door
by experienced theater b.-o. volunteers,
at the checkroom and by a count of the
food tickets to each G. I. The over-
crowding, says the ATW, is all outside the
little red door into West 44th Street,
where hundreds of service lads wait in
line to get in.

Because of these khaki line-waiters on
44th Street, the Wing does have an eye
out for a new home for the Canteen.
Some of these boys hock their watches

(See NO FIRE HAZARD on page 4)
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Oakland Indie Sells Dept.
Store 16 Yuletide Shows
For Christmas Eve and Day

“Thank You’® Programs Reach Five-and-a-Half-Hour High

NEW YORK, Jan.1—Department store
Christmas Eve and Day programs, in the
form of “thank yous” for year-round
business, which saw their inception over
Birmingham’s WAPI by Loveman, Joseph
& Loeb four years ago, reached the top
of something over KLX in Oakland,
Calif,, this year. Long before the NAB
decided that something ought to be
done about promoting retail sales busi-
ness for the stations, L., J. & L. one of
the South’s great stores, presented a
hour-long Christmas Carol on the air
with a. live audience of thousands. As
a matter of fact, altho the program was
announced only on the air, the broadcast
had to be presented twice for two live
audiences because the auditorium In
which it was given wouldn’t hold the
customers who came to the department
store the week before Christmas for
tickets,

Station Credits NAB.

This year, crediting the NAB retail
Air Power traveling pitch, KLX did a sell-
ing job on one of Oakland’s (Califronia)
leading department stores, Capwell, Sulli
van & Furth, to the extent of selling
them 16 special yuletide programs run-
ning from Christmas Carols at 3:05 p.m,

VAUGHN MONROE

“Barytoning Batoneer”

AUGCHN MONROE is a modest chap. He
started out being very happy with his
trumpet in the brass section. But you don't
have a good baritone throat, a crowd-click
personality and six feet-plus of good humor
and stay in the band. Vaughan didn’t.
His first important band
job was with Larry Funk,
111 1he but it took Jack Marshard to
Blllboal‘d see his real possibilities when
] Bl he joined up with Marshard’s
A ork in Boston in 1937, Mar-
shard put a baton in his hand
and then gave up his own

%’ﬂﬂm

Vaughn Monroe’s leadership carricd the band
straight to the top bracket of the nation’s

combination to  become
Vaughn’s manager.
The hunch was good,

music-makers. The combo ‘made its rep in
New England before bowing in at New York’s
Hotel Comn odore in October, 1941. It has
played four holdover dates at the same spot
during the last two years.

He drew his first film assignment for MCM
last summer in “Mcet the People” and was
promptly signed for two more pictures to- be-
come known as the first big-name singing
band leader since Rudy Vallee. Many of his
Victor and Blucbird disks have been juke box
faves.

Currently on a theater and one-nighter tour,
Monroe and his band are skedded back in
Hollywood around April, 1944,

AMike e(//mﬂ'ﬂ/
slnnotanices. .,
TURNING

L

KEEP

We Always Have Rooms

KNOX HOTEL

122 Helman Street San Antonlo, Texas
Opposite Southern T'ucific Depotl.
Sealy Mattress in Every Room.
Phone B-32192 Owner: MAX DAVIS

December 24 to a Christmas Day broad-
cast of the famous New York Sun edi-
torial, Is There @ &Santa Claus? at
4:05 p.m.

In all, the department store broadcast
for five and a half hours. On Christmas
Eve there was something every hour from
3 p.m. ’til 10:30 p.m., and on Christmas
Day there were airings at 6:30, 9:05,

(See Oakland Indie Sells on page 13)

Yandell Leaves Blue;
Manages Export Co.

NEW YORK, Jan. 1~Lunsford P. Yan-
dell, Blue vice-president, treasurer and
director since the net’s formation in 1942,
resigned this week. He will assume man-
agement of the Tanning Products Export
Corporation which has headquarters in
Buenos Alres.

Three Sponsors Bidding for
Blue Net’s “Town Meeting
of the Air”

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Blue is on verge
of closing & deal for sponsorship of Town
Meeting of the Air. Three sponsors are
bidding with General Electric having in-
side track.

If and when show is sponsored, the
Town Hall end of the show will probably
be expanded to provide aid for George V.
Denny, long-time moderator of the pro-
gram.,

NAME “RECRUITING”
(Continued from page 3)

ing for more than a three-month period.

The early-twenties boys and girls may

be able to take it, but the thirties and

low-forties gang can’'t take 90 days of

it, he thinks.

One angle of offshore work which he
thinks is not appreciated by show busi-
ness in general is the time and difficulty
involved in readying a unit for service.
Nearly a full month of intensive plan-
ning goes into the preparation.

First comes the selection of the three
or four supporting players. Talent must
be balanced and this entails shrewd pick-
ing. Then comes the “processing” period.
The troupe gets its “shots,” uniforms
and identification papers, etc., after all
technicalities are ironed out. Finally,
there 1s the “alert” period, when they
know that they are going-—altho never
where. All that they are given is a hint
about probable climatic conditions, so
that they can pack more or less the right
kind of clothes.

Filmers First, Radio Second

Lastfogel plans to return to Hollywood
about March 1 and thercafter will split
his time about equally between the
Coast and USO headquarters here. It is
Camp Shows’ main job to get out the tal-
ent for its shows, he said, and Hollywood
is the biggest pool to fish for it. This
stands to reason, because screen person-
alities are best known to the largest
number of servicemen overseas as well
as to populations of foreign countries.
He places radio stars second in im-
portance.

“Not,” he said, “because they have any
less pull with the boys. But they are
only available in the summer, and from
now on Camp Shows is going to double
its offshore pitching all the year round.”

A gang of chiselers dally commit larceny SPECIAL PRINTED
STOCK TICKETS | with no weapons except automatic tongues | @  ©ash with Order. Prices:
One Roll 75 and 8 cylinder nerve. E 2,000 ....
Five Rolls .... 8.00 order Now for ’ad a.000
Ten Rolls . .00 A Good Line To Remember é :ggg
Fifty Rolls . 47.00 B
100 Rolls ... 30.00 TICKETS 5 19'000
ROLLS 2,000 EACH. of Any Description. H 50,000
Double Coupon: 3 .000
Doubls Price. THE TOLEDO TICKET €0. 500.000 | 88
No-C. O. D, Orders, (01ld Rellable) 1,000,000 170.50
£ire: 8inale Tkt., 1x2”.

Toledo (Ticket City) 2. Ohlo

It’s About Time

MEXICO CITY, Jan. 1.—The-
ater of the Republic, oldest in
Mexico, is being reconditioned by
the governmenf at a cost of
$150,000. It’s 250 years old.

Doubla cousons. Double prices. |

OPA on Prowl

New Year’s Eve’

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1.—Office of Price
Administration officials whose job it was
to check up on night club prices charged
customers for New Year's Eve celebra-
tions threw up their hands and admitted
the task was an impossible one but at
the same time warned that all complaints
would be investigated.

Prices this yéar could not exceed
ceilings, and QPA was very loud in re-
peating its warning early this week that
the agency would crack down on opera-
tors who violated the ceilings by soaking
celebrants unduly,

Asked if an effort would be made to
check every nitery, an OPA official ad-
mitted that this could not be done but
added that *“it would be a very pleasant
assignment.”

Another “impossible” job for which
OPA admitted responsibility was that of
making sure that food and entertainment
was of equal quality to that existing at
the time of the ceilings. However, here
too OPA promised investigations of all
complaints.

Henie After Record
In Chicago Icery

CHICAGO, Jan, 1—PFirst week of the
Sonja Henle Hollywood Ice Revue has
drawn practically capacity business every
night and indications are the show will
set an all-time record for attendance and
recelpts.

Christmas Eve performance was given
for servicemen and women and thelr
friends only, the general public not be-
ing admitted. Official opening on Christ-
mas night played to a huge crowd and on
succeeding nights all but a few of the
cheaper seats have been filled. Demand
for the higher priced seats has been
greater than the supply. Scale is $1.10
to $3.30. Show runs thru January 15.

Frohman Unit USO “Alert”

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Bert Frohman,
who returned December 22 from a six-
week entertainment jaunt to Newfound-
land for USO-Camp Shows, is already
on “alert” call for another offshore trip
—destination unknown. “Alert” means
that performer is on.24-hour call for de-
parture.

Frohman will head a new unit com-
prised of Whitey Field, juggler; Adrienne
Parker, dancer; Ray Ketzer, sound-effects
comic; Carolyn Marsh, singer, and Dave
Bergher, accordionist.

WJZ Starts New Year at

New Transmitter Site

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—WJZ’s new trans-
mitter at Lodl, N. J., goes into operation
at 6 p.m. tomorrow (2). The station
feels that the new transmitter, which
was located at Bound Brook, N. J., for the
past 22 years, will improve 1ts coverage of
metropolitan New York.

“Take It or Leave It” Pic

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 1—Film rights
for radio’s Take It or Leavc It have been
acquired by 20th Century-Fox, and pic-
ture will be ready to roll latter part of
January under the Bryan Foy production
banner. Phil Baker will be at his regular
post as emsee in film version,

Ad Agency Prez Joins WCAU

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.—Leo A. Stee-
dle, former prexy of the Steedle & Cope-
land Advertising Agency, Pittsburgh, Pa.,
Joins the staff of WCAU this week as
director of station promotion. He suc-
ceeds Emma Mae Roberts, resigned.

“Skating Vanities”
Gets Cincy Raves;

Off Slowly But Ups

CINCINNATI, Jan. 1.—Skating Vanities
is slowly catching hold following its
Christmas night opening in Music Hall
Arena here. Set to stay until January 9,
and longer if biz holds up, first week
showed about $12,000 gross; nut is $12,500,
Site is away from transient theater route,
which does not help for drop-in trade.

Rave notices from crix and good billing
with plenty of newspaper art should build
biz. Arena arranged to seat about 4,500,
with admish from 75 cents to $2, including
tax. Shows nightly, with matinees Satur-
day and Sunday. It is the smallest arena
the show has played to date, but layout
glves a beautiful flash for this second
edition of the roller extravaganza.

Skating Vanities follows Cincinnatit
with the Auditorium, St. Louis; Audi-
torlum, Milwaukee, a repeat; Olympia,
Detroit, and then to Eastern arenas in
March.

Gae Foster staged and directed the cur-
rent show, which is being presented by
Harold Steinman, who is in town. Bobby
Johnson Is company manager; Raye D.
Perkins, publicity director; Jay Freeman,
ork leader; Frank Wieszner, stage man-
ager; Mel Lorenzen, props; Jerry Pringle,
chief electriclan; Cookie Cookson, skate
mechanie. Show is supervised by Sam
Shayon for Fanchon & Marco.

Principals are Gloria Nord, Ann Man-
ion, Lon Hall, Shirley Barnhart, Bobby
Ryan, Billy Cavanaugh, Hugh Thomas,
Lavada Simmons, Frank Wieszner, Madge
Gardi, Ken Davidson, Hugh Forgie, Jimmy
Ross, Larry Fox, Lon Hall, Frank Foster,
Otto Eason, Bobby Johnson, Rose Piccola,
Dolly Durkin, Yvette and Bobby Whaling,
and a large ensemble.

Det. Showbiz Masons Elect

DETROIT, Jan. 1.—Daylight Masonle
Lodge, Detroit’s leading fraternal group
composed of members of the show busi-
ness, has Installed Eric Newman as
worshipful master for 1944. Other new
officers are: Senior warden, Phil Majeske,
Belmont Theater; junior warden and pro-
jectionist, Michael Badarak, Nortown
Theater; secretary, Paul Pitzer, musician;
treasurer, Willlam Swistak, Midway Thea-
ter, Dearborn; senlor deacon, Walter
Rickens, National Theater; junior deacon,
Willlam Rogers, Century Theater; senlor
steward, Peter Parker, Parker’s Cafe;
junior steward, Clarence Symens, Rio
Theater; chaplain, Romulus Albu, Casino
Theater; musical director, Howard Taylor,
and tyler, Henry G. Lelliott, musician.

NO FIRE HAZARD
(Continued from page 3)

when they get leave to make New York
and a peek inside the Stage Door Can-
teen, only to go away disappointed. If
anybody knows a spot with the same
“rough and tumble cheer and charm”
which will be large enough to take care
of this overflow, the Wing “will be de-
lighted” to hear about it.

The ATW knows that it won’t be easy
to find anything much better than the
basement donated by the Shuberts—at
least not in the Stem district. Further-
more, the labor of the 28 unions and
affiliated showblz groups have made a
830,000 proposition out of this plant.
Thru owner generosity and voluntary
service, the org has been able to put all
operating cost into entertainment for
the servicemen, an important considera-
tion for ATW which earns its own way
and whose cardinal axlom is to save on
operation and spend on actual service.

Consequently, while such a move has
been under discussion, Wing officials are
not looking to any immediate change.
They are, however, most anxious that
rumors that such plans are forced on
them because of overcrowded, unsafe
conditions be spiked at once.

ICE SHOWS ON TOUR

(Netherland Plaza Hotel)

Carnival on Ice
Cincinnati.

Frsnlely‘s. Dorothy, Ice Time (Adolphus Hotel)

allas.

Henie, Sonja, Hollywood Ice Revue (Stadium)
Chi, Dec. 24-Jan. 15. ’

Holiday on Ice (Glacier Gardens Ice Arena)
San Diego, Calif,, until Jan. 14,

Ice-Capades of 1944 (Boston Garden) Boston,
Dec. 25-Jan. 12.

Ice Follies (Arena) Phila, Dec. 25-Jan. 22.

Lamlb-lYocum Ice Parade (Ben Franklin Hotel)
Phila.

Stars on Ice (Sonja Henle & Arthur Wirtz)
(Center Theater) NYC.
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Talent Back,
Time Buyers

Watech Moves

(Continued from page 3)
women who have full-time defense jobs
with the gimimick that these men and
women will have full-time jobs with the
ctations when it’s all over over there.

Station personnel men estimate that
there are over 1,000 part-time employees
in the creative end of the nation’s sta-
tions at the present time and that this
figure may be doubled within the next
six months. Flesh is back indeed, and
it’s back now, say station execs, to stay.

“Roanoke Typical Area”

One station starts it going in any one
area and then every station in that area
keeps pace or else. A typical area is
Roanoke, Va. with Station WDBJ
starting on a program of half-hour live
dramas under the direction of Program
Manager Jack Weldon. Naturally, WSLS
in the same town, feeling itself competi-
tive with WDBJ, has also announced a
series of live half-hour dramas under
the direction of Francis Ballard. Sta-
tion reps give the lead to WDBJ in bring-
ing back live stuff to the Roanoke area,
but neither WSLS nor WDBJ will give
the nod to the other in who’s first. And
it doesn’t really matter, since live stuff
on the air, no matter who is first, is
what radio needs locally—and nationally.

Recognition -of the need for flesh at
the moment is strongest in the South,
Southwest and the West. Bob Oswald
is waking up Albany, Ga. with dramas
at WALB, and Marvilyn Tippett is dig-
ging up hibernating actors in Macon,
Ga., for his plays and productions on
WMAZ.

“California Pitching”

In California Fred Hammond is carry=
ing the torch on KPRO at Riverside, and
Jack Gross is even out selling entertain-
ment spots, live and locally produced, to
local sponsors in San Diego despite the
fact that he has plenty of Blue Net busi-
ness to schedule.

Business is beginning to look up in
live shows even up in New Hampshire,
where the population doesn’t run to
great numbers, but talent is high for
New Hampshire, and Vermont has be-
come an artists’ colony. Frank Batten
at Station WFEA, Manchester, is leading
the flesh exponents among the long-
balrs.

“Experimentally Commercial”

Best proof that flesh is on the upbeat
is the fact that indie producing groups
are looking for material all over the na-
tlon, and that the so-called “experi-
mental” Rocky Mountain Radio Council
(endowed by the Rockefellers) has decided
to go out and produce shows for sale to
prospective local sponsors. At the last
report they were looking for a script for
two cowboys—an old-timer and a young-
ster to represent the old and the new
West. Of course, being an experimental
group, they have an engineer out looking
for script material. He's V. P, Curnow.

Typical of the commercial indie pro-
duction groups who are shaping material
is Morey Sharp in Denver, who Is out
looking for kid stuff now, but expecting
to catch his talent young and do a good
job for clients when the talent grows up.
Of course, Morey makes his money by
teaching the young idea, but that is
standard practice all over the nation
if the big centers are not counted.
Houston's Morey Sharp is Director Quinn.
He, too, is catching the idea young and
finds it profitable.

These, both station and Indies, are
typical of a wise local radio, which knows
what's coming and is preparing to meet
the need halfway at least. The fact that
there’'s enough solid national spot busi-
ness to help pay the bills counts, of
course.

LOCAL RADIO COMES ALIVE

Trom-Bazooka

CINCINNATI, Jan. 1.—The Japs
are going to be sorry the navy
called Al Jordan to the colors.

Al, who played trombone in the
orchestra of WCKY, Cincinnati,
used the instrument as a lethal
weapon in his spare moments.
Disconnecting it, he found that it
made an excellent blow gun for
paper wads.

From that time on other mem-=-
bers of the band felt the sting
many times of well-aimed mis-
siles. Al left WCKY this week for
Great Lakes—and he took his
trombone with him,

NAM Air Staff
Being Cut;
Key Men Out

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers is tapering off its
radio staff along with curtailment of its
broadcasting activities. NAM’s show on
the Blue is now being filled by the U. S.
Chamber of Commerce.

Two NAM radio staffers have switched
to other chores. John Fitzgerald, radio
director, is now account exec at Compton
Agency handling Allis-Chalmers busi-
ness, A.-C. sponsoring Boston Symphony
on Blue.

Sam Slate, staff radio scripter with
NAM, has joined the merchant marine as
lieutenant. He will handle radlo for the
M. M.

Philly Daily News
Renegs on Nixing
Time-Space Swap

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.—Backing wat.
er on its announced intention to keep
all radio advertising on a cash-and-carry
basis, Philadelphia Daily News has en-
tered into a new time-for-space swap
with WPEN. Inquirer and Record hold-
ing fast against such deals because of
newsprint shortages while the Bulletin
still plays possum and won’t commit it-
self. Daily News deal gives the newspaper
five 10-minute programs a week on
WPEN, slotted at 7:45 p.m., in return
for a space allotment, which places sta-
tion In an enviable position to grab off
the visiting celebs for guest shots on the
cuff in return for a newspaper ad. Space
also comes in mighty handy in promoting
new sponsored programs, even tho ad
copy is restricted as to use of name of
commercial sponsor.

Press Ownership of Radio
Stations Still a Fly in
FCC Congressional Ointment

Commission Chairman Says Matter Still a Continuing Study

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1—F Chair-
man James L. Fly flatly denied ursday
(30) that the commission had voted to
oppose further expansion of newspapers
in the field of radio broadcasting, but
there were more than just a few Indica-
tions that such a policy would be
adopted in the very near future.

Reports spreading thru Capitol Hill
Thursday to the effect that FCC had de-
cided to shut the door on newspaper
ownership of broadcasting stations, and
considerable controversy was stirred up
in Congressional circles over the issue.
About 11 o’clock Thursday morning,
however, Fly got wind of the reports and
hastily issued a statement to the press
denying that any action had been taken.

“The commission is continuing its
study of this matter,” Mr. Fly declared.
“It has taken no vote and has arrived
at no conclusions.”

Issue Still Very Hot

However, it was learned from authori-
tative sources that the commission met
again later in the day Thursday to dis-
cuss the subject of newspaper ownership,
and another meeting was set for later
In the week. Persons close to the com-
mission described the issue as “hot as a
mail-order pistol” and predicted that
action on the matter around the first
of next week.

Meanwhile the reports created a temp-
est in what little fraction of Congress
remained in town over the recess.

One congressman declared that he un-
derstood the policy “flatly endorses di-
versification of control over various me-
dia of information and infers that news-
paper control of radio 1s a movement
toward monopoly of the pipelines of pub-
lic opinion.

Critical Craven

It was also reported that FCC Com-
missioner T. A. M. Craven was critical
of the decision on the ground that he
felt the commission had no power to
discriminate in granting licenses between
parties engaged in one business and those
engaged in another. He is also under-
stood to have contended that the policy
is in direct contradiction to the wishes
of Congress.

If the action is taken by FCC, it will
have no effect on existing licenses, but
it will influence FCC action on pending
applications for standard and FM broad-
cast station permits. It is understood
that a large percentage of these are
sought by newspaper owners,

Commissioner Craven is sald to have

Re-Framing

White-Wheeler

Bill “Not So Simple,” Says

The Senator From Montana

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1—The question
of free speech is not involved in the
current proposals to amend the Fed-
eral Communications Commission Act,
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, chairman of
the Senate Interstate Commerce Com-
mittee, declared this.week.

AtA the same time Senator Wheeler
predicted that a bill to restrict or re-
define FCC regulatory powers would be
ready for introducing in the Senate on
or before January 15.

The problem of amending the radio
law is '"not so simple as some peaple
think,” Senator Wheeler declared in com-
menting on the hearings recently held
on the White-Wheeler bill.

Defining the problem facing legislators

in attempting to properly regulate radio
broadcasting, Senator Wheeler said that
“it isi a question of whether the govern-
ment is going to license anyone to bring
into your lhome only the ideas which he
may want you to hear.

“The radio can be an instrument of
great good or for the greatest amount
of evil,” he said. “Neither government
nor industry should have exclusive con-
trol of 1t. We must find the in-between
ground upon which to base our legisla-
tion.”

It had been indicated earlier that the
old White-Wheeler bill would be altered
considerably by the committece to take
into account many issues raised by the
recent hearings.

opposed the policy on the additional
grounds that it may operate to choke
off development of television. The movie
industry, he is reported to have con-
tended, may be prevented from entering
the television field if the policy is taken.

No More Italian
Language Shows

On Philly’s WPEN

Sked’s All-English Now

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.—Starting to-
day (1), WPEN goes entirely all-English,
Junking its two remaining hours of
foreign-language programs, which had
been wholly Italian. No explanation
given by Arthur Simon, WPEN general
manager, altho it is belived to be in line
with regular policy to gradually elimi-
nate foreign-language programs, which
once predominated this station’s program
sked.

Dropping of the Itallan shows, which
carried the 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. slot daily,
finds most of the sponsors carrying on
with English programs. The quarter-
hour Balbo o0il show and the half-hour
La Rosa macaroni stanza carry on daily
with the announcement now to be made
in English, altho the show’s music con=
tinues to be Italian. Both stanzas
pumped in from WOV, New York. Amal-
gamated Workers’ Union Italian show on
Sunday mornings, from 10 to 11, pumped
in from WEVD, New York, has been
dropped and show goes to WHAT. Some
of the sponsors intent on keeping the
foreign-language format are following
this move over to WDAS. Carson's, lo=-
cal radio and electrical appliance deal-
ers, now does its five minutes (in
English), and the quarter-hour Sunday
show of Alto Products, grocery line, has
American rhythm. Statlon also claims
that all its Italian spot advertisers are
remaining, switching commercials to
English wordage.

Robert D’Antonio and Vincent Losco,
Italian-language announcers, leave the
station’s staff.

WOV’s Courtney

Charms Femmes
Into Waves

NEW YCRK, Jan. 1. — WOV’s disk
Jockey, Alan Courtney, is doing six quar-
ter-hour shows a week to recruit Waves.
Applying the old personal-touch formula
so successful in radio, Courtney’s “Call
me here at the station right away and
we’ll talk it over” has brought in the re-
cruits. An average of 20 girl candidates
call each night after the broadcasts to
discuss their futures.

Campaign is tied up with the U. S.
Navy Procurement Office’s goal of 44,000
Waves from this area during January.
BBD&Q Agency handles Waves recrulit-
ing campaigns.

Boswell Show Starts in S. F.

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 1.—Connee
Boswell starts her new Blue net show
here Wednesday, January 12 at 7 p.m.
The program, titled Connee Boswell En-
tertains, will move to Hollywood in a few
weeks and then to New York.
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" THE FIRST TWO
OF U.S. WAR:

December 7, 1941 to December 7, 1943
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The Columbia Broadcasting'System broadcast to the American people:

—over 14,400 WAR PROGRAMS —of which 8,100 were volunteered
by the American business houses who advertise their goods and services

on the CBS Network air, and 6,300 were volunteered by CBS itself.

—over 6,200 WAR ANNOUNCEMENTS — of which 1,600 were sustain-
ing, and 4,600 were volunteered by CBS advertisers.

—over 10,700 WAR NEWS BROADCASTS —of which 6,000 were the
sustaining offerings of CBS and 4,700 were CBS News originations

sponsored by our advertisers.

The CBS War Broadcasting total during the first two years of war added
up to more than 39% of the total of network operating hours. The whole
dollar-and-manpower cost of this formidable share of the entire product
of the network was a voluntary contribution by American industry and

CBS to the single objective that lies still before us all.

This is CBS. .. the Columbia Broadcasting System
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DH b q HOOPERATINGS
for evening programs
Vol. 1. No. 4E (REPORT DATED DECEMBER 31, 1943)
WEEKS COST
TO NET & SPONSOR TALENT PER
PROGRAM HOOPERATING DATE NO. STA. OPPOSITION AGCENCY & PRODUCT COSsT POINT
Fibber McGee and Report to Nation—CBS Needham, Louis & Brorby S. J. Johnson $ 8,500 $267.71
Molly 31.8 377 NBC 131  Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Floor Wax)
Amer. Forum—MBS
Edgar Bergon 30.7 202 NBC 135  Jerry Lester—CBS J. Walter Thompson Standard Brands $10,000 $322.48
News—BLUE (Chase & Sanborn
Air Lane Trio—BLUE Coffee)
That's Good One—BLUE
Alexander—MBS
Bob Hope 29.2 254 NBC 131 Romance—CBS Foote, Cone & Belding Pepsodent $11,000 $376.71
R. G. Swing—BLUE (Toothpaste)
Amer. Forum—MBS
Joan Davis- Dinah Shore—CBS McKee & Albright Sealtest $ 7,500 $277.78
fJack Haley 27.0 25 NBC 67 Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Milk and
Treasure Hour of Song— Ice Cream)
MBS
Aldrich Family 26.0 192 NBC 128  Death Valley—CBS Young & Rubicam General Foods $ 4,000 $153.84
Town Meeting—BLUE (Postum)
Human Adventure—MBS
Walter Winchell 25.4 535 BLUE 158 R. Digest—CBS Lennen & Mitchell Jergens $ 5,000 $196.85
M-Go-Round—NBC (Hand Lotion)
Cleve. Symph—MBS
Jack Benny 25.3 443 NBC 131  Shirer—CBS Young & Rubicam General Foods 820,000  $790.50
Sinatra—CBS (Grape Nuts)
Pearson—BLUE
D. Thompson—BLUE
Old Fash. Revival—MBS
Lux Radio Theater 25.3 382 CB8 122  Tel. Hour—NBC J. Walter Thompson Lever Bros. 810,000 $395.25
Dr. I. Q—NBC (Lux)
Counter Spy-—BLUE
Spotlight Bands—BLUE
Heatter—MBS
G. Fields—MBS
Paul Winchell—MBS
Abbott and Costello 24.5 104 NBC 130  First Line—CBS William Esty R. J. Reynolds $10,000 $408.16
R. G. Swing—BLUE (Camels)
Lulu—BLUE
R. Clapper—MBS
Carnegie—MBS
Frank Morgan- 80 NBC 130 Suspense—CBS Benton & Bowles General Foods % 9,500 $4095.48
Fannie Brice 23.2 News—BLUE (Maxwell House
Lum and Abnér—BLUE Coffee)
Oursler—MBS
Black Castle—MBS
Mr. District Attorney 22.8 240 NBC 125 J. Carson—CBS Pedlar & Ryan Bristol-Myers 8 4,000 $175.43
Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Vitalis)
Soldiers W. Wings—MBS
Bing Crosby 22.7 333 NBC 132 Major Bowes—CBS J. Walter Thompson Kraft $10,000 $440.53
Town Meeting---BLUE (Cheese)
G. Heatter—MBS
G. Fields—MBS
Screen Guild Theater 22.5 176 CBS 120 Cd‘ntented Hour—NBC Pedlar & Ryan Lady Esther $10,000 $444.45
R. G. Swing-—-BLUE (Face Powder, etc.)
Out of Shadows—BLUE
R. Clapper-—-MBS
Sunny Skylar—MBS
Take It or Leave It 22.% 193 CBS 122 H. of Charm—NBC Biow Eversharp $ 2,500 $113.22
G. Lawrence—BLUE (Pens and Pencils)
Good Will H—MBS
Foster (News)—MBS
Fred Allen 20.4 429 CBS 122 Amer. Album Muslc— Buchanan Texas Co. $11,500 $563.73

NBC
Basin Street—BLUE
J. Fidler—BLUE
Cleve. Symph—MBS

(Oil and Gas)

Texaco program jumped 9.8 points in the ratings with
the return of Fred Allen to just make the first 15, Which
is a powerful testimonial to Allen’s drawing power. With
him back, the rating almost doubled. This for his first
program when the only draw was Allen’s name.

“Take It Or Leave It is also on the first 15 for the
first time since September 30. Actually this show has
often besn close to the inner circle; last report it was
16.4, while the tail-ender of the first 15 was only 19.5.
The jump obviously comes trom the plus audience gath-
ered by Fred Allen, who precedes Phil Baker and '‘Take

It Or Leave It.”

joan Davis-Jack Haley program also took a bully-boy
leap in ratings. A jump of 9.0 points. Answer here
seems to be the simultaneous guesting of Herbert Mar-
shall and Eddie Cantor.

Bob Hope fell off 3.9 points due to the name-laden
Christmas show, a one-shotter, sponsored by Fleisch-
mann's Yeast on CBS. This show, really a pre-holiday
greeting, since it aired an hour on December 14, not only
cut into Hope, it also crimped the ratings of Red Skelton.

Eddie Cantor and Kay Kyser are the casualties on this

report, and not because they were bad or off the beam.
But Eddie Cantor and Herbert Marshall gave the Davis-
Haley session a high transfusion; this in turn gave Abbott
and Costelio a needle and upped their rating.

So, where Cantor with 22.2 and Kyser with 21.5 were
in the pack last report, this time these figures could not
meet the competition.

Sponsored evening network Frograms tapered a bit.
This report 78Vj. last report 794, last year 695,

Average Hooperating this report, 10.8, last report 10.6,
last year 11.6.

The “Talent Cost Index” is protected by the copyright of The Billboard and infringements will be prosecuted.




Jauary 8, 1944

The Billboard

§64 QUESTI

Most B-S-H Biz
Moves Over With
D-F-S Revamp

CHICAGO, Jan. 1.—The new Dancer-
Fitzgerald-Sample agency, which gets
under way officially today (1) has taken
over the greater part of the radio billing
of Blackett-Sample-Hummert, and will
continue to produce the shows in the
same offices and with the same personnel
who have handled them in the past. Per-
sonnel of the new agency includes 206
people who were formerly with B-S-H in
Chicazo, New York and Hollywood. H. M.
Dancer, who was president of B-S-H, and
J. G. Sample and C. L. Fitzgerald, who
were vice-presidents, are the partners now
operating the agency.

A large part of the firm’s billing con-
sists of successful daytime programs
whiclr have been on the air for years.
Among them are Hymmns of All Churches,
Betty Crocker, Ma Perkins, Backstage Wife,
Captain Midnight and Sweet River.

Radio supervisors for the company, who
handle Procter & Gamble and General
Mills radio production are Carl Stanton,
Roy Winsor, Philip Bowman and George
Stellman. J, James Neale is director of
radio time buying.

Joseph I. Palistrant is in charge of mer-
chancising activities in the New York
office. In Hollywood, James West is office
manager, and Ann Parks is in charge of
talent.

Blaekett N;w a 10 Percenter

NEW YORK, Jan. 1. —Local agency cir-
cles claim that Hill Blackett. of the now
defunct Blackett-Sample-Humimert ad
agency, got 10 per cent of the net of busi-
ness in the B-S-H housec as of the end
of 1943 to fade out of the picture.
Blackett's deal gives him this split of
everything on the books as of December
31, 1943. for the next five ycars.

With this deal Blackett agreed to step
out and permit the new organization,
Dancer-Sample-Fitzgerald. to open up
with the accounts previously held by
B-S-H. These accounts include American
Home Products. Sterling Products. Gen-
eral Mills and P & G. In the past the
network billings alone have run abecut
$10.000,000 per year.

This is the reason B-S-H refuscd to
accept any new business prior to the
transition. They figured, obviously, it
was bad enough to shell out 10 per cent
of the net without putting any new busi-
ness on the books, since the new biz
would also be subject to the tap.

WCAU Adds Up

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.—First step in
WCAU's program for wide expansion of
its news coverage is in taking on a third
news service. Starting tomorrow (2),
Transradio Press and Associated Press
will be complimented by use of United
Press tickers, station taking both news,
local and radio services. Station also
is putting finishing touches on a brand-
new newsroom, fully equipped with a
special broadcast studio, and designed for
visual appeal in the post-war period
wher the ban on studio tours will be
lifted.

Helbros Goes to MBS

NEW YORK. Jan. 1.—Helbros Watches
starts Tuesday eve half hour on Mutual
on the 18th. Probably 8:30-9 p. m. show
will not be heard in New York since
sponsor hasn’t completed distribution in
this area.

Talent is slated to be Vincent Lopez
ork, Mary Small, and Pic and Pat. Wein.
traub is the agency.

Dick Connor Travels Again

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Dick Connor, sta-
tlon relations exec at Mutual, heads out
for another fortnight of visiting stations.
This time thru the Mason-Dixon Linc
areaz. Due back around January 15.

The Billboard

Radio Personnel

Due to a clerical error in a
direct-mail piece to the trade,
The Billboard gives herewith
its set-up in the Radio-Tele-
vision Department:

(New York)

LLOU FRANKEL,
tclevision editor.

JOE KOEHLER, executive
news editor.

FRANK GILL znd BOB
FRANCIS, assignments.

WANDA MARVIN and
HOWARD WEISSMAN, de-
partment associates.

ELLIOTT GRENNARD,
music editor in charge of
radio-music news.

(Branch Officcs)

SAM ABBOTT and DEAN
OWEN, Los Angeles-Holly-
wood radio.

CASKIE STINNETT,
Washington radio.

BILL SACHS, Cincinnati
radio.

CY WAGNER, Chicago
radio (joined January 3 butl
spending several weeks in the

radio-

New York office to co-
ordinate the national news
set-up).
MAURIE ORODENKER,
Philadelphia radio. .
(Correspondents)

The Billboard radio repre-
sentatives in key cities:

Haviland Reves, Detroit; Ed
Murphy, San Francisco; Jack
Weinberg, Minneapolis - St.
Paul; Otto Weber, Des
Moines; C. V. Wells. St.Louis;
Bill Welsh, Denver; Charles
RossKam, Providence; Bill
Riley, Boston; Emmett Curry,
Omaha; John Ignace, Balti-
moere; Steve Moloney, Salt
Lake City; Phil Muth, New
Orleans; Frank O’Donnell,
Nashville; Herb Clark,
Buenos Aires; Dennis Landry,
Mexico City; Jim MacLean,
Rio de Janeciro; Edward
Graves and Bert Ross, Lon-
don; Kevin Brennan, Sydney.

LEONARD TRAUBE,
: Editor.

They Want Sunday
Tele So GE Skeds

Two-Hour Video

SCHENECTADY, N. Y., Jan. 1.—WRGB,
General Elcctric's tele station, will oper-
ate on a revised telccasting schedule
bheginning tomorrow (2) night when a
regular two-hour program debs. Station
will he on the air four nights a weck,
Monday, Thursday, Friday and Sunday,
instead of three nights and two after-
noons.

Audience surveys recently conducted
hy WRGB have indicated a preference
for Sunday night shows which resulted in
the switeh. The first half of the 7 to 9
P. m. Sunday programs will be devoted
to religious and news telecasts and the
remainder to {ilms or dramatic produc-
lions.

First Sunday’s show features two live
one-act plays, Colwmbine and Relhearsal.

Kobak Gets New Assislant

NEW YORK., Jan. 1.—Ivor Kenway, ex-
advertising manager of Devoe & Ray-
nolds. has joined Bluc as special assist-
ant to Edgar Kobak. Blue executive v.-p.
He will work with Kobak on Blue expan-
sion plans, concentrating on markets and
merchandising.

Aldrich Family,

D. A., Winchell
And Fibber McGee Run 2, 3, 4, 5
In Fourth Evening Cost Rating

Guesting Does Funny Things to Programs

NEW YORK, Jan, 1.—Eddie Cantor did
a guest shot, Fred Allen rcturned and the
TCI this week is really something for
conjecture. Thanks to Cantor, the Davis-
Haley program boomed and carried the
other Thursday shows along with it; this
in turn affected the Wednesday evening
listening slot and audience.

And thanks to Fred Allen’s draw, the
audience for Sunday cvening at CBS
boomed and also helped Phil Baker and
his Take It or Lcavc It. There was a
sizable reshuflling and a couple of new
faces plus a couple of old faces missing.

Bob Hope Loses to Yule

The answer scems to be beware of
guest shots, both for what they can do
to you as well as what they can do for
allied programs. Even Bop Hope lost
some listeners to the name packed onc-
time Christmas show staged by Fleisch-
mann's Yeast on CBS from 10-11 p.un.
Quite possible if Cantor and Herbert
Marshall had not appeared on the Joan
Davis-Jack Haley program then Cantor
and Kay Kyser would this week be on
the Hooperatings and the TCI.

To understand the reasoning, note the
following. With Cantor and Marshall
publicized to play the Davis-Halcy pro-
gram the normal strength of the Thurs-
day slot was intensified. Morgan-Brice,
who start the slot, held their own, but
The Aldrich Family and Bing Croshy
gained. Then came the booming rating

Flacks Now Wooing
The Business Trade

Publications, Too

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1. — Business
trade papers, after being a second best,
now become the important medium to
the radio publicists, what with ncws-
papers shutting down almost all avenucs
of radio publicity, and plans being even
tougher this year with newspaper short-
ages making for even grecater tightening
of the printed page. Along these lines,
WFIL bhecomes the first local station to
set up a special department for the
handling of trade-paper publicity. Ted
Obherfelder, stgtion’s promotion chief, as-
sumes the additional responsibilities as
director of trade paper publicity, some-
thing new for local radio at lcast. Jack
Steck, public relations chief, continues
to handle local press and special events.

Grant Agency Gets
Combs, Holcomb and
Lynch From Esty

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Wesley Combs,
v.-p. ancd Pharmco account exec; Harry
Holcomb, radio producer; Tom Lynch,
time buyer. and Rosanne Webcr, Hol-
comb’s secretary. checked out of the Wil-
liam Esty ad ageney to Join Grant agen-
cy office in New York. Grant has had
a small office in this town. but is big
opecrator in Midwest and Latin America.

Grant expansion in this arca has long
hecn bruited and at one time Don Fran-
cisco, Lord & Thomas and office of the
co-ordinator of Inter-American Affairs
cxee, was supposedly set to step in and
head the outfit. New excc acquisitions
mean Grant is going ahead without hig-
name stafl.

Unusual angle to the shiflt of personnel
is that Pharmco, Fecenamint and Choos
account did not go to Grant with the
sty exees. Inslead the account wound
up with Ruthrauff & Ryan. The chicle-
couted Jaxative has Double or Nothing
on the air over Mutual.

for Davis-Haley and a strong plus for
Abbott and Costello, who follow. Actu-
ally, Cantor and Marshall strengthened
the entire Thursday segment on NBC,
not only the 9:30-10 p.m. time.

Tough for Wednesday

This in turn made it that much harder
for the Wednesday evening programs,
Cantor, Mr. D. A. and Kay Kyser to make
the first fifteen, since their slot had no
Intensifier comparable to what Thursday
received. The same holds true for Sun-
day, with the one diffcrence that here it
was an old favorite, Fred Allen. returning
to his regular program. Possibly Cantor
and Kyser would have stuck on the first
fifteen and had better TCI's if only one
of the two needles had been injected into
the week's schedules.

Yet it happened and it would seem to
point up a moral for talent, ad agencies
and advertisers. Everyone knows the im-
portance of the Hooperatings and the first
fifteen. And the TCI is getting plenty of
attention and mulling. Ergo: Mebbe it's
better to think of the show and shows
fore and aft of your’s, in relation to guest-
ing, instead of playing a lone hand.

The best buys this week are:

Take ItorLeave It............... $113.22
The Aldrich Family............ ,. 153.84
110008 B e e B 50 00 00 00 e 17543
Walter Winchell ................ 196.85
Fibber McGee and Molly......... 267.71
Joan Davis-Jack Haley........... 277.78
Edgar Bergen .........ccovoon... 322.48
BObI HOPE 4 - 15 enas e m B el = cmsigis o o 376.61
Lux Radio Theater............... 395.25
Abhott and Costello. ............. 408.16
Morgan-Brice ................... 409.16
Bing Crosby weve.ocogpavecamn.es 440.53
Screen Guild ..........c.ovhiien, 444 .45
Fred Allen ........... ... ovntn 563.73
Jack Benny . .......iiiiieienen 790.50

Lowell Thomas Shift
To NBCOfficial; Blue
Loses Little Dough

NEW YORK, Jan. 1l.—Lowell Thomas
switch to NBC was made official this weck.
He moves from the Blue to NBC on Jan-
uary 24, Time, 6:45 p.m. and sponsor,
Sun Oi], are unchanged.

Actually there will be little change in
the newscaster’s network. His 29-station
web was a holdover from the days when
Blue was part of NBC and most of the
stations are still NBC outlets. Thomas
himself has always been an NBC property.
In New York it will mean his being heard
over WEAF instead of WJZ.

Since the Blue has Thomas sponsored
over its West Coast web, 1t will lose noth-
ing in billings. And the Blue affiliates
will now have the 6:45-7 p.m. slot avail-
able for local sponsorship. Lifebuoy for
one, may snap up this time.

Straus Ups Leon
Goldsmith to VP
At Station WMCA

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Leon Goldstein,
dircctor of news and special features for
WDMCA, local indie outlet, was today given
a vicc-presidency. Since Nathan Straus
purchased station from Edward J. Noble
a few months ago he has upped Charles
Stark, sales manager, to general manager-
ship and first v.-p.

Now Goldstein has been tapped and is
officially 2d v.-p. Both have been with
the station since the days when it was
property of and operated by Donald
Flamm,
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NETWORK SHOWS AND THEIR OWNERSHIP

SHOW

Abie's Irish Rose

Abhott & Costello

A. L. Alexander's Me-
diation Board

Aldrich Family
Alex Dreier

Alka Seltzer, News of
the World
Allen, Fred

All-Time Hit Parade

Amanda of Honey-
moon Hill

American Album of
Familiar Music

America-Ceiling Un-
limited

America In the Air

American Melody Hour

American Radio
Warblers

American Women

Amos and Andy

Armstrong, Jack

Armstrong’s Theater
of Today

Art Baker

Aunt Jenny’s Real
Life Stories

Bachelor's Children
Backstage Wife
Battle of the Sexes
Beat the Band
Becker, Bob

Believe It or Not
Benny, Jack

Big Sister
Blg Town

Blind Date
Blondie

Blue Jacket Choir
Blue Ribbon Town

Berch, Jack
Boston Symphony

Breakfast Club

Breakfast at Sardi’s

Brewster Boy
Bulldog Drummond

Burns and Allen
Burns, Bob

Calmer, Ned
Campana Serenade

Canova, Judy

Can You Top This?
Captain Midnight

Carnation Contented
Carnegie, Dale

Carson, Jack

Carter, Boake

Cavalcade of America

CBS World News

CBS News of the
World

Chamber Music

Society of Lower
Basin Street

Clapper, Raymond

Close, Upton
Compton, Walter
Confidentially Yours
Coronet Little Show
Crocker, Betty
Croshy, Bob
Correction, Please

Cresta Blanca Carnival
Crime Doctor
Counterspy

Davis & Haley
Dear John
Death Valley Days

Dr, Christian

Reynolds Tob.

C. H. Phillips

Lockheed Airc'ft

Amer. Bird Prod.

General Mills

Armstrong Cork
L. Angeles Soap

Continental Bak.
R. L Wazkins
Cummer Prod.
Brown & Wil’son
J. Morrell & Co.

Amer. Cig. & C.
General Foods

Ironized Yeast
Lehn & Fink

R. J. Reynolds
Minn. Honeywell

Allis Chalimers
Kellogg Swift
Alaska Paclfic
Salmon Kellogg
Quaker Oats Co.

Parker Pen Co.

Colgate-Palm. P.
Colgate-Palm. P.

Carnation Co.
Frank W. Lee Co.

Chef Boy-Ar-Dee
American Oil
Hudson Coal
Andrew Jergens
Cittes Service Concert Citles Service
General Cigar

Lumbermen’s M.
local sponsor

General Mills

Phillip Morris
Mail Pouch To.

Sealtest, Inc.
Welch Grape Ju.
Pacific C. Borax

Cheseborough

NET

NBC
NBC

MBS
NBC
NBC
NBC
CBS
NBC

CBS
NBC

CBS
CBS
CBS

MBS
CBS
NBC
Blue

CBs
NBC

CBS

CBS
NBC
Blue
NBC
CBS

MBS
NBC

CBS
CBS

Blue
CBS
CBS
CBS

MBS
Blue

Blue

Blue

CBS
MBS

CBS
NBC

CBS
CBS

CBS

NBC
Blue

NBC
MBS

CBS

MBS
NBC
CBS

CBS

Blue
NBC

MBS

MBS
MBS
MBS
MBS
NBC
NBC
CBS

CBS
CBS
Blue

NBC
CBS
CBS

CBS

AGENCY

H, W. Kaster
Wwilllam Esty

Raymond Spector

Co

Youxig & Rubicam

Henri, Hurst &
McDonald

Wade
Buchanan

Foote, Cone &
Belding

Dancer, Fitzgerald

& Sample
D.-F.-S.
F.-C.-B.
J. W. Thompson
D.-F.-S.

Weston-Barnett
A. Meyerhoff

Ruthrauff & Ryan

Knox-Reeves

B, B, D. & O,

Raym’d R. Morgan

Ruthrauff & Ryan

Ted Bates
D.-F.-5.

Young & Rubicam

Russel M. Seeds
Henri, Hurst &
McDonald

Ruthrauff & Ryan
Young & Rubicam

Ruthrauff & Ryan

Ruthrauff & Ryan

William Esty
William Esty
Addison Lewis

Warwick & Legler

Kenyon &
Eckhardt

Kenyon &
Eckhardt

J. W. Thompson

Kenyon &
Eckhardt

J. William Sheets
Ruthrauff & Ryan
Redfield, Johnson,

Inc,

Young & Rubicam
Ruthrauff & Ryan

J. W. Thompson
Wallace, Ferry
Hanley
Sherman &
Marquette
Ted Bates, Inc.
D.-F.-S.

Erwin Wasey

Berningham, Cas-

tleman & Dale
Foote, Cone &
Belding

Andrew McJunkin

B, B,D. & O.
Josepk Katz

Clements

Lennen & Mitchell

Foote, Cone &
Belding
J. W. Thompson

Leo Burnett Co.
local
Hixson-O’'Donnell
Schwimmer-Scott
D.-F.-S.

J. W. Thompson

Roche, Williams &

Cunningham
Wm. Weintraub
Biow Company

Walker & Downing

McKee & Albright

H. W. Kastor
McCann-Erickson

McCann-Erickson

OWNER

Anne Nichols
MCA

A. L. Alexander

Clif, Goldsmith
William Morris
NBC

NBC

Allen, Walter
Batchelor

Amer, Tobacco

F, Hummert
F. Hummert

Lockheed
J. W. T.
P, Hummert

Am. Bird. Prod.
Wrigley

A & A,
Knox-Reeves

Armstrong Cork
Art Baker

Lever Bros.

William Morris
F. Hummert
Cummer Prod.
NBIC, CHICAGO
Becker, Bob

Robt. L. Ripley
Jack Benny &
A. 8. Lyons

Lever Bros,

Ruthrauff &
Ryan

Tom Wallace

William Morris

U. 8. Navy

Willilam Morris

Fred’k L. Ziv
Boston Symph.
Society

BLUE

BLUE
William Morris
Hi Brown

George Burns
Bob Burns

J. W, T.
Campana

A. S, Liyons

Senator Ford
Dancer-Fitzger-
ald-Sample
Carnation Co.
Dale Carnegie

MCA

Boake Carter
DuPént
CBS

CBS

BLUE
Cities Service

J. W. Thompson
& Scripps-
Howard

Close

Compton

Transradio

Coronet

General Mills

J. W. Thompson

William Morris

Weintraub
Biow
Phillips H. Lord

Willlam Morris
Irene Rich
McCann-
Erickson
Cheseborough

SHOW

Dr. Kate
Dr. L. Q.
Double or Nothing

Dreft Star Playhouse Procter & G.

Duffy’s Tavern
Dunninger

Easy Aces
Ellery Queen

Famous Jury Trials

Fashions in Rations
Fibber McGee & Molly

Fidler, Jimmie
Fields, Gracile
First Nighter

Fitch Bandwagon
Flannery, Harry W.

Flannery, Harry W,

Foster, Cedric

Foster, Cedric

Foyle, Kitty

Friday on B'way
Front Page Farrell
Pun Valley (Al Pearce)

Furlough Fun

Gangbusters, The
Gay Nineties Review
G. M. Symphony of
the Air
Goldbergs, The
Goodwill Hour
Grand Ole Opry
Grand Ole Opry
Great Gildersleeve,
The
Great Moments in
Muslc
Guiding Light
Gunther, John

Happy Joe & Ralph
Harum, David
Heatter, Gabriel
Helpmate
Henderson, Leon

Henry, Bill

Here’s to Romance
Hill, Edwin C.

Hit Parade

Hookey Hall

Hook 'n’ Ladder Follies
Hope, Bob

Hot Copy

Hour of Charm

How Do You Say It?

Hymns of All
Churches

I Love a Mystery
Information Please
Inner Sanctum

I Was There

James, Harry
Johnson Family
Jones, Lorenzo
Jones, Lorenzo
Joyce, Jordan, M. D.

Just Plain Bill
Kaltenborn, H. V.

Kaye, Sammy
Keepsakes

Kennedy, John B.
Keyne-Gordon, Philip
Keen, Mr.

Kraft Music Hall
Kyser, Kay

Lawton, Lora
Let’s Pretend
Lewis Jr., Fulton
Light of the World
Lighted Windows

SPONSORS NET
Sperry Flour Co. NBC

Vick’s NBC
Pharmaco MBS

NBC
Bristol-Myers Blue

Sherwin Will'ms Blue

Anacin Co.
Emerson Drug

CBS
NBC

Willlam'n Candy Blue

Servel, Inc.
S. C. Johnson

CBS
NBC

Carter Products Blue
Amer. Cig. & C, MBS
Campana Sales MBS

F. W. Fitch Co. NBC
Planters Nut & CBS
Chocolate Co. Pacific
Bekins Van & CBS
Storage Calif.
local sponsor MBS
Employ'rs Group MBS
General Mills CBS
Anacin (A.H.P.) CBS
Anacin Co. NBC
Dr, Pepper Co, Blue

Gilmore Oil Co. NBC

(Pacific)
Dr. E. S. Sloan Blue
U. 8. Tobacco CBS

General Motors NBC
Procter & G. CBS
Clark Bros. MBS
Purina Mills NBC

R. J. Reynolds NBC
Kraft Cheese Co, NBC

CBS
NBC

Celanese Corp.
General Mills

General Mills Blue
local sponsors MBS
B. T. Babbitt NBC
Barbasol Co. MBS

Cudahy Packing NBC
O’'8ullivan Rub’r Blue

Johns Manville
Bourjois, Inc. CBS
Johnson & J. CBS
Amer. Tobacco CBS
Pharmaco, Inc. MBS

CBS

Goodyear T. & R. NBC
Pepsodent Co. NBC
O'Cedar Corp. Blue

General Flectric NBC
Maryland Phar. MBS

General Mills NBC
Procter & G, CBS
H. J. Heinz Co. NBC
Colgate-P.-P. CBS

West. Sugar Ref. CBS

(Pacific)
Liggett & Meyers CBS
local sponsor MBS
Bayer Company NBC
R.L. Watkins Co. NBC

General Foods CBS
Anacin Co. NBC
MacMilllan Pet. NBC

(Pacific)
Puroil NBC
P. Lorillard CBs

Carter Products Blue
Harvel Watch Co. Blue
local sponsor MBS
Kolynos CBS
Kraft Cheese Co. NBC
Amer. Tobacco NBC

B. T. Babbitt NBC
Cream of Wheat CBS

local sponsor MBS
General Mills NBC
ALCOA NBC

Little Betsy Ross Girl Modern Food NBC

Life Can Be Beautiful
Lonely Women
Lone Ranger

Lum & Abner
Lux Radio Theater

Procter & G. CBS
Planters Nut NBC

(Pacific)
General Mills NBC
General Mills Blue
Mliles Lab. Blue
Lever Bros, CBS

AGENCY

Knox Reeves

Grant Advertising

William Esty
D.-F.-S.

Young & Rubicam
Warwick & Legler

D.-F.-S.

Ruthrauff & Ryan

Aubrey, Moore
Wallace
B, B, D & O.

Needham, Louis &

Brordy
Small & Seiffer

Ruthrauff & Ryan

Ferry, Hanley &
Wallace
L. W. Ramsey

Raym’'d R. Morgan
Brooks Advt. Agcy.

Knox Reeves
D.-F.-S.
D.-F.-S.
Tracy-Locke-
Dawson

Ruthrauff & Ryan

Warwick & Legler

Arthur Kudner

Arthur Kudner
Compton Advt,

Ruthrauff & Ryan
Gardner Advt. Co.

William Esty
Needham, Louis,
Brordy

Y. & R,

Knox Reeves
Knox Reeves

local

Duane Jones Co.

Grant Advt., Inc.

Advt. & Sales
Council, Inc.
J. W. Thompson

F.-C.-B.

Y. & R.

F.-C.-B.

Clements

N. W. Ayer

F.-C.-B.

Aubrey, Moore &
Wallace

B, B., D & O.

Joseph Katz

D.-F.-S.

Compton Advt.
Maxon, Inc.

Ted Bates, Inc.
J. W. Thompson

Newell-Emmett Co.
Young & Rubicam

D.-F.-S.
D.-F.-S.

Young & Rubicam

D.-F.-S.
Logan & Arnold

1.e0 Burnett

J. W. Thompson

Ted Bates, Inc,

A. W. Lewin Co.

local

D.-F.-S.

J. W. Thompson

Foote, Cone &
Belding

Duane Jones

B, B, D & O.

local

D.-F.-S.

Fuller & Smith &

Ross
Clements Co.
Compton
R. R. Morgan

D.-F.-S.
D.-F.-S.

Wade
J. W. Thompson

(Continued next week.)

OWNER

Knox Reeves

Al Seigal

Comar, Inc,

D P. S.

Ed Gardner

Dunninger &
NCAC

Goodman Ace
Ellery Queen,
Inc.

Trans-Am'rican

Servel
Johnson

Fidler

William Morris

Ferry. Hanley &
Wallace

MCA

CBS
CBS

Yankee Network
Yankee Netw'k
Knox Reeves
F. Hummert
Hummerts
Fanchon &

Marco

Agent

Gilmore

Phillips H. Lord
Joe Howard
Philharmonic
Symphony Soc.
Gertrude Berg
J. J. Anthony
Station WSM
Statlon WSM
Harold Peary

Celanese

General Mills

BLUE (Excl,
Rights)

Station CKLW

F. Hummert

WOR

Grant

A. & S.Council

Clements

Wm. Morris
Y. & R.

Amer. Tabacco
Clements

N. W, Ayer
Bob Hope

NBC
Phil Spitalny
M. P. Co.

General Mills

C. E. Morse
Dan Golenpaul
Hi Brown

J. W. Thompson

MCA & James

JimmieScribner

F. Hummert

F. Hummert

Young &
Rublcam

F. Hummert

NBC

J. W. Thompson
Ted Bates
BLUE

WHK

F. Hummert

J. W. Thompson
Kay Kyser

F. Hummert
CBS

Station WOL
F. Hummert
Transamerican

Clements
Transamerican
F. Hummert

F. Hummert
Fran Stryker &
Michigan Net
Goffa Laucks
J. W. Thompson
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Alliteration
Comes to Air
Commerecials

Bauys and Sells Autos on
WPAT

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Department store
edvertising executives’ “first precept,” as
handed down to tyros who come into the
promotional section of the stores, is
“alliteration and more alliteration.” If
you want to “sell ’em,” say store ad man-
agers, do a ‘“‘Choosey Charlie Collects
Callicpes.” Naturally pull-'em-in advere
tising is full of beautous buxsom babies
out to sell merchandise. And it works.

That’s been going on for years in the
merchandise emporiums, but it's only
lately come to broadcasting. What’s al-
ways a certain eye-catcher has now be-
come vocal and the effect is Just as socko
as it was when Margaret Fishback did it
in print for Macy’s.

Typical of what happens when allitera-
tion eomes to the air is the success story
of the TPall City Auto Exchange. The
auto park secondhand emporium hadn’t
used radio and also hadn’t arrived any-
where. Located in Paterson, N. J,, the
“Falls City,” Bady Joseph, the owner, was
doing an ordinary business until he de-
cided that maybe radio had something.
He ceme to the Paterson station, WPAT,
and told them his tale. The station has
a scles promotion department who
couldn’t see selling the Falls City Auto
Exchange on the air and so sold Joseph
on using his nickname Chick, as a trade
name. Chick was willing and so the Falls
City Auto Exchange hit the air with a
slogan, “Check with Chick.”

The results were immediate, with the
Jersey Bell Telephone system crying help
in three weeks to Joseph. The cry was
“Please list your radio name in the phone
books.”

All is well now. WPAT has a satisfied
custamer seven spots daily six times a
week. The auto exchange has increased
its space three times and business 400
per cent, And “Check With Chick” has
its imitators all over the country. They
ask auto sellers and buyers to “Check
With Chuck.”

FCC OK Not Needed
On Blue Time-Life,
LaRoche Stock Deal

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1.—No approval or
any other action by the Federal Com-
munication Commission is necessary for
consummation of the deal between Ed-
ward J. Noble and publisheds of Time-
Life-Fortune and Chet LaRoche for par-
tial transfer of ownership of Blue net-
work

FCC officlals sald this week that bless-
ing of that agency was not required
in as much as the commisison has no
control over network ownership.

WOR Resuming Its
Live Teletests
On DuMont Station

NEW YORK, Jan. 1—WOR will pick
up its live show policy on tele station
W2XWYV Tuesday (4) after a lapse of four
weeks. Mutual retained its spot on the
DuMbhnt outlet with a series of 60-minute
fillm shows, using shorts with a com-
mentator between the movies.

Tiny Ruffner, director of daytime pro-
grams for WOR, has turned the planning,
production and direction of tele shows
over to Keith Thompson, of his depart-
ment. Thompson will use amateur talent
in the series of experimental programs.

Delivery Boy Swoons
“On Stage”

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—The road
to fame is paved with buns and
coffee. Witness the tale of Tom
Galati, delivery boy for the Radio
City drugstore. He was first dis=
covered by Joe Seiffer, director of
WJZ Victory Troupe, the war plant
road show. He played the show and
turned in such an excellent vocal
performance that he received 122
fan letters and will now do a
swoonatra for Howard Carraway’s
On Stage Everybody next Satur-
day (8).

Hooper Expands
Rating Service;
4, New Features

Age Groups and Sponsor
Recognition Breakdowns

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—C. E, Hooper, Inc.,
research org, is expanding its Hooperating
service to include four new features. Two
of these are expansion of current prac-
tices, the other two are developments
based on current features,

Possibly the most important of the ad-
ditions is a breakdown of the composition
of listening audiences by sex and age
groups. Currently the reports show lis-
tening by men, women and children for
each time period. New set-up will add
age groups and cover each of the sub-
scriber programs about 130 in all,

Importance here is patent since this
data is directly applicable to program
production, commercial slants and even
type of product to be advertised.

Practically as important and also re-
stricted to subscribing programs is the
further development of sponsor identifica-
tion, another current Hooperating fea-
ture. Currently this provides only spon-
sor Ildentification. Henceforth it will
show correct partial and no sponsor iden-
tification,

The other developments are Hooperat«
ings for Sunday afternoon sponsored and
sustaining network shows; also ratings for
all Saturday daytime periods. Hereto-
fore these time periods have only been
covered to show the higher-rated com-
mercials.

Transamerican’s Newest
Freedom’s Mightiest Weapon

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Ollie Barber will
direct the new show at Transamerican
calied Freedom’s Mightiest Weapon. Henry
Denker writes this; Don Douglas, who is
the one man show, The Black Hood (MBS),
will do the narration, There will be a
new cast on Freedom’s Mightiest Weapon
each week.

Dancer, Fitzgerald & Sample
Paces Agency Program Owners

With Help of Frank Hummert

Writers Also-Rans, When It Comes to Show Control

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Who has the full
and final rights to the sponsored web

programs today? In short, who owns
radio’s commercial airings?

The answer to this poser is to be found
in facts and figures; the result of a break-~
down of the 260 sponsored shows on the
four nets. This breakdown shows the
predominant ownership is in the hands
of program producers, advertising agencies
and sponsors, in that order, altho the
margin of difference between them 1is
mighty slim. Producers just nose out
agencies which, in turn, barely top spon=-
§OrIS.

In a study of the 260 web airings made
by The Billboard, producers are discovered
to own 17.5 per cent, or 45 programs;
agencies own 169 or 44, while sponsors
have the final say in 16.6 or 43 shows for
which they pay dough. Next in the lists
are artists, who can account for 14.7 or
38 shows, with miscellalleous owners
(ldea men, organizations controlling long-
hair orks, etc.), have the say-so on 10
per cent, while the nets own only 11.9
per cent or 31. Writers, whose scripts
form the backhone of so many programs,
trail far in the wake with ownership in
only 4 per cent of the current shows.
The fact that they are topped by the nets
is due primarily to the fact that the webs
own most of the news shows, which ups
their percentage.

Hummert Still Owns 'Em

The unique set-up between Producer
Frank Hummert and the agency, Dancer-
Fitzgerald-Sample (formerly Blackett-
Sample-Hummert, which recently dis-
solved and re-emerged as the current
agency) gives him and them a wide lead
in program ownership. He (as air fea-
tures) controls some 22 shows, while the
agency hasg ownership of no less than
25 all-told. Nearest competitor In the
field is J. Walter Thompson, which owns
geven of the 17 programs it handles for
the air, while Young & Rubicam, with
20 shows before the mikes, owns only two.
Benton & Bowles has actually a higher
percentage ratio of ownership to shows
handled, according to the current set-up,
as this agency as eight on the air and
owns three. Ruthrauff & Ryan, with 16
shows on the alr, is revealed here as own-
ing only one., In the case of Batton,
Barton, Durstine & Osborn (eight pro-
grams), this outfit builds shows and
copyrights them in terms of sponsor
ownership. This does much to up the
sponsor-owning percentage. JWT, on
the other hand, has a greater individual
control of its programs than its sponsors,
Foote, Cone & Belding, Russel M. Seeds
and William Esty are other agenciles with
programs (8, 7, 7, respectively) but no
ownership.

Among the reps, Willlam Morris tops

NBC Central

Sales Nearly Top
Time Hig

CHICAGO, Jan. 1. —NBC Central Di-~
vision network sales in 1943 came close
to an all-time peak, and prospects for a
repeat performance seem good in 1944,
according to Paul McCluer, sales manager
of the division, in reviewing the year
just closed. Start of the new year finds
McCluer’s department with a backlog of
time orders waiting only the clearance of
stations. Pirst new show of the vear will
be Your America, the Union Pacific pro-
gram set to start January 8. The presence
of more orders on the book, McCluer said,
is a definite indication that NBC is not

Division Net
All
h in 43

yet ready to hang up a “sold out” sign,
contrary to some reports.

While a speedy close of the war could
materially change the broadcasting pics
ture, radio probably would not undergo
any undue shock from a transition to
peace, McCluer believes. Radio, he noted,
is in a somewhat better position to re-
tool its sales stories than other media.
While changing art, copy and typography
for printed media would require some
time. changing the tenor of a radio coms-
mercial to suit the conditions of sudden
war stoppage could be accomplished in
a few hours, he sald.

the list with ownership of 13 programs,
in two of which it splits rights with top
stars and in one with the author and
originator of the script. WM is well out
in the lead from Trans-American with
six shows, and Music Corporation of
America with only two owned. A. & S.
Lyons also controls two shows.

NBC-CBS Neck to Neck

The race between the two major nets,
NBC and CBS, runs close, with the former
owning 11 out of the 93 sponsored shows
in the list, as against the latter’s nine
out of 85. Blue trails with four shows
out of 38, while MBS, with 34 on the alr,
appears to own none.

Among the owner-artists represented
are Bob Hope, Red Skelton, Gosden and
Correll (Amos 'n’ Andy), Bob Ripley, Bob
Burns, Senator Ford, Phil Spitalny, Dale
Carnegle, Irene Rich, Ed Gardner, Good-
man Ace, Kay Kyser, Gertrude Lawrence
and Norris Goff and Chester Laucks (Lum
'n’ Abner), all of whom own completely
or in part the programs in which they
appear on the air.

Prominent among the writers, who also
have final rights to their shows, are Carle-
ton E. Morse, Dashiell Hammett, Elaine
Carrington, Anne Nichols, Fran Stryker,
Gertrude Berg and Clifford Goldsmith,
and leading the miscellaneous group ave
Phillips H, Lord, Hi Brown, Dan Golen-
paul, Al Siegal, as well as the Boston,
New York Philmarmonic Symphony so-
cieties and Met Operg.

“Jap” Gude Leaves
CBS; Joins Stix in
Talent Rep Firm

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—J. G. (Jap) Gude
is checking out of CBS today to join
Thomas L. Stix, talent rep. Gude had been
director of publicity in the halcyon days
of CBS and of recent years has been an
exec in net station relations sector.

His new affiliation sees him as a part-
ner in the firm to be known as Stix &
Gude. Stix has speclalized in handling
news commentators, the list including
Raymond Gram Swing, Jehn Gunther and
John Vandercook.

‘With Gude joining up the organization
will expand as general radio counsel, the
idea being to provide radio savvy for
small ad agencies,
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Five-Way Pick-Up

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.— Maurice
Joachim will do The WJZ Caval-
cade skedded for tomorrow (2)
4-4:30. He will write and produce
the show, a history of the station
from its inception. Foreign
Assignment is on a week-to-week
basis and will probably not con-
tinue beyond January 8 unless a
sponsor decides to grab it.

Chick Vincent directs this for Sou-
vaine. . . Paul Stewart, who is
directing Over Here, new legit
show under Milton Barren’s pro-
duction, takes over The Open Door
as Fred Welhe goes into army. .. .
Stewart auditioned a new show
for BBD&O last week called Just
Around the Corner, Roger
Krupp is now announcing Gabriel
Heatter show, . . Tony Barrett
playing Harry Shelby on Perry
Mason,

» » L

Pat Wheel has snared running
part on Stella Dallas. . . . New
Blue sustainer transcribeg is Bat

From Hell, done by Stuart
Buchanan, starring Ralph Bel-
lamy. Santos Ortega will

play the role of Satan’s henchman
‘in the Blue show of that name.
A. P. Kay and Kathleen Cordell
included in the cast. . . . Satan’s
Henchmen, formerly The Devil's
Henchmen, is skedded for 15 min-
utes once a week on the Blue. Bob
Stevens will do it. . . . A new sus-
tainer at WOR to begin January
8 is For Parents Only. BStresses
applied child psychology. o
Bob Laurence is leaving announc-
ing staff of WOV. . . . A woman
takes his place, first time a doll
splels at night for station. She's
Sarah Jane Troy, promoted from
sound effects, . . . Hugh James,
staffer at the Blue (Lowell
Thomas’s announcer), gets the
build-up. He’ll do newscasting in
the 10:15-10:30 p.m. slot. ... There’s
a little ranger around the house at
the Fran Strykers. Fran writes
The Lone Ranger. . . Bill Zuck-
crt, of CBS's Joyece Jordan, M. D.,
is now with the Seabees. . . .
Henry Marble is back staff-an-
nouncing at CBS, honorably dis-
charged from the service,
* * »

CHICAGO, Jan. 1.—Groucho Marx
will make his Pabst broadcast from
the Great Lakes Naval Tralning
Station early in- February. . . .
Frank Sinatra, stopping off in Chi-
cago between trains on his way
from New York to the West Coast,
was none too co-operative with the
newspapermen who were at the
train to meet him, causing plenty of
burn-ups. . . . Mark Russell, for-
merly program and music director
of WOC, Davenport, Ia., has joined
the production department of WGN
and is handling Johnnie Neblett’s
Open House and other shows.

Kenneth Christiansen, night traffic
manager for the NBC central division,
has resigned to become traffic super-
visor for the Blue network’s central di-
vision,

Last week was a busy one for
NBC’s spot sales department,
with new orders totaling 106 one-
minute transcribed announcements
and 91 time signal announcements
and renewals, 754 spots and 32 time
signals, WLS listeners con-
tributed more than $13,000 to the
WLS Listeners’ Club to buy ortho-
pedic walkers and wheel chairs for
hospitals and children’s homes.

* ® ®

Marvin Mueller and Ed Prentiss
have traded announcer jobs on To-
day’s Children and The Guiding
Light. The former show is now
plugging a breakfast food which is
in directtcompetition to the prod-
uct of the sponsor of CBS’s The
Brewster Boy, one of Mueller's many
assignments, so it was necessary
for Mueller to move. Crime
Files of Flamond is a new detective
mystery show that bows on WGN
Tuesday (4) for the Peter Hand
Brewing Company, with FEddie
Kahn as producer.

WASHINGTON. .Jan. 1.—Barnard
Bennett, former announcer at
WBTA, Batavia, N. Y. stopping
over between trains after being

honorably discharged from army
at Camp Pickett, auditioned at
WMAL (Blue) and got job on
announcing staff. . . . Xen Bang-
hart, WRC news spieler, instru-
mental in getting 1,500 cakes of
soap turned over to Washington
Stage Door Canteen. . Frank
M. Russell, NBC vice-prexy in
charge of DC office, back at work
after being felled by pneumonia.
. . . Ernest Simon now emseeing
new record show on WINX, inter-
spering sweet and swing records
with chatter and anecdotes.
* * *

Two members of WMAL an-
nouncing staff greeted by “A
Board of Your Neighbors™ with re-
sult that Ray Michael Is now at
Camp Meade, Md., while John
John Bradford is in navy. . . .
Corporal Elwood Garrison back on
local Dreamhouse show for a
couple of guest appearances. . . .
War and Words bowing in over
WMAL under production of Gor-
don Hubbell. . . Senator Dennlis
Chavez, of New Mexico, one of few
Senators remaining in Capital over
holiday, appeared this week on
National Radio Forum (Blue). . . .
Mary Francis Zarboch, WTOP
flack, holidaying in Mexico, . .
Two new announcers at WMAL are
Robert Tree West, formerly of
WHOM, New York, and Allen
Hampton, WSLS, Roanoke, Va.
Jimmy Gibbons moving into the
sports announcing field for same
station,

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1. — Col-
gate-Palmolive-Peet and National
Biscuit Company renewed their
heavy spot campaigns on KYW for
another 52 weeks. . . . Gil Babbitt,
new WCAU publicity chief, takes
over the station’s nightly Movie-
Go-Round, cinema chit-chat. . . .
George V. Denny, moderator of
Blue's Town Meeting of the Air, re-
ceived annual award of local City
Business Club. . . ., Entire cast of
Winged Victory to come in from
New York on January 17 for ban-
quet at Poor Richard Club. . , .
Betty Behan newest member of
KYW service staff. Louis

- Jordan, this week on Betty King’s

and Bon Bon's Dizianag revue via
WCAU.

RKO placing heavy spot campaign on
focal stations for the “Iron Major” movie.
Dr. Leon Levy, WCAU prexy,
off to Palm Beach, Fla. . . . Lewis &
Cilman ad agency gets the Automatic
Coal Burner Company account. . . .,
Enid Lioyd quit the WIP program de-
partment to join the WACS. . . .
William Ludes new member of WPEN
engineering staff,

Alwyn Bach’s nightly newscasts
on KYW renewed for another 26
weeks by Studebaker Corporation.
. . . Norman Jay, free-lance com-
mentator, took his Very Truly Yours
open letter forum to WMCA, New
York, returning here on Sundays
for his Yellow Cab stint.

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 1 —Esxpand.
ing program department of KMPC
finds Don Otis taking over us di-
rector. . . . Bill Hoffman and Nilo
Menendez doing double piano ar-
rangements for Blue’s coast chow,
Musical Portraits. . . . Ted Yerxa
brings his Lamplighter show to
KMTR, airing for 24 minutes on
Saturday morning. . . . Max Ter-
hune, Monogram sagebrush, star-
guesting on Cottonseed Clark's
Hollywcod Barn Dance. . . . Bob
Haymes, brother of warbling Dick
Haymes, is featured on KNX Sun-
day Night Salute, . Roger K.
Huston, of Chicago office of Radlo
Sales, in town for combination biz
and vacation. . . . Cameras ceased
to roll on Paramount's Road to
Utopia while Bob Hope fights the
flu, . . . Martha Tilton and pro-
ducer-writer Jim Bloodwortl, of
Campana Serenade, train out for
N. Y., where show will originate
for two broadcasts. . . . Bob Burns
getting the initial guest spot on
the new Monty Woolley show. . . .
Lew Porter taking bow as song-
writer of the week on Hollywood
Spotlight.

DuMont Television

Reviewed _Wednesda;l, 8:§O-IO p;
Style—Variety and films. Sustaining on
W2XWV (New York).

Lever Bros. and Tintex Company shared
this 90-minute program. Their ad
agencles handled shows. Ray Nelson, for-
merly in charge of WOR’s DuMont Tues-
day night presentations, produced and
directed a variety show for Tintex for
the Charles M. Storm Company, of which
he is director of radio and television.
Lever Bros.' half-hour offering was on for
the ninth consecutive week, with Tom
Hutchinson, of Ruthrauff & Ryan, han-
dling scripting and direction. The Lever
Bros.' show has shown steady improve-
ment since its inception.

After station announcements and in-
troductions by Dottie Wootin, a placard
showing a Tintex box was held up by an
attractive girl. Show entitled Of With
the Old—On With the New attempted to
serve a triple purpose-—timeliness, Tintex
theme and bringing entertainers before
the camera, A couple sat in their home;
she with a book, he with a newspaper.
At each break in the presentation the
man’s paper bore Important headlines
that have appeared thru the year., The
event was touched on briefly in script,
running something like: Husband:
“‘Roosevelt will speak tonight, we mustn’t
miss him.” Wife: “Please turn the radio
on now.” Husband: “There’s plenty of
time.” Wife: “No, I want to catch Vir-
ginia Christianson, who comes on just
before the speech.” Then the audience
saw and heard the singer perform.

Quite an array of talent marched be-
fore the cameras. There was Bill Sherwin,
cowboy singer; the Statler Twins, blond
fem vocal duo; John Phillips, Josephine
Kelly, Virginia Christenson and Dorothy
Starr, singers; and Bob Parker, magiclan.
The youthful Miss Kelly sang Is It True?
and a yodeling number self-accompanied
on a steel guitar., The magic, which was
not professional, wasin’t helped by the
mike that revealed the click of a lever
in the milk-disappearing act, giving the
trick away.

Direct Tintex commercial showed sobe
bing girl, heartbroken because her last
year’s party dress just wouldn’t do again.
A wiser fem advises her to Tintex it. Re-
sult: new looking garment and smiles.

A little rehearsal would have made the
couple in their living room more con-
vincing, and the show could have been
improved if as much time had been given
to the selection of talent as to script.

British pic, Now You’re Talking, and
animated cartoon, Bugville Romance,
were shown between live portions of the
show.

Lever Bros. have added little musical
rhymes, beginning with Wednesdays at
Nine—Lever Bros’ Time, sung by Pat
Murray., Sam Cuff, with his map talk,
The Face of the War, was on schedule.

Two new personalities debbed for Lever,
Ruth Wallace, a thoroly entertaining and
good looking blonde who accompanies
her songs on the piano, and Evelyn Ap-
pelgate, young ventriloquist. Jerry, the
Appelgate dummy, got in some nice clean
plugs for Lifebuoy, product featured
thruout show, Wanda Marvin,

“Broadway Showtime”

Reviewed Monday, 10:30-11 p.m,
Style—-Musical. Sponsor—P. Ballentine
& Sons. Agency—). Walter Thompson,
Station—WABC (New York) and CBS.

If only the scripter had junked that
first edition of Joe Miller before he started
to add the comedy to this one, Willlam
Gaxton might have made a more auspi-
cious solo return (sans Victor Moore) to
the air. Certainly what was given him
to do—an amateurish re-hash of his stage
success The Connecticut Yankee—was
'way below par, and things will have to
be a great deal more pro and polished
if this series i1s to go over as a ranking
unighttime show.

Modernization of the 1927 musical com-
edy hit has been done very efficiently
over at the Martin Beck Theater, and
maybe the writer of this show ought to
have dropped in to see what to. and what
not to do, with a pop show before starting
out, especially on the gags. many of which
are just plain shriveled corn. This puerile
script also hamstrings comedian Johnny
Morgan. who makes a very poor ether
showing.. except with momentary flashes
of his own material. There are a few
chuckles there.

The one good thing about #he program
is the muskc, which still has that some-

“Star for a Night”
Reviewed Wednesday, 10:30-11 p.m.

Style—Audience participation. Sponsor
—Adam Hats. Agency—Clicksman.
Station—W]Z (New York} and Blue.

The worst thing you can say about this
program is that it follows in the footsteps
of Gateway to Hollywood and Do You
Want To Be An Actor? both shows which
catered to the nonpro audience’s yen to
be a performer. The best you can say
is that it's one of the few network shows
that sounds like a local station must.

The basic idea Is to take some well-
known play or opera or situation, get
three people from the audience, put them
in the leads and, with the aid of a glib
emsee and a male or female name play-
ing straight and incidentally delivering
an audience, play on the awkwardness of
amateurs in the w.k. situations for laughs.
It’'s the sort of stuff any local amateur
hour, from a naborhood theater, offers.
It's also the sort of stuff any naborhood
gathering will produce.

So even tho it's soggy listening to the
sophisticates it is also a cinch to have
mass appeal. The problem is to reach the
audience. There is the key to the suc-
cess of this program. Quite possibly the
nationwide chain of Adam Hats Stores
may provide the basis for successful mer-
chandising; and just as possibly they may
not, since the show and the prize money,
$1,001 to the winner, will eat up about
most, of the advertiser’s appropriation.

Best bit on the show was the corny
routine wherein Douglas refused to let
Hugh James, the commercial spieler, do
his Adam Hats pitch. Familiar—and de-
cidedly worth a royalty payment to some-
one of the ad-agency copymen who
plotted this type of commercial in the
past—yet effective.

With Kay Kyser on NBC and the Morton
Gould-Alec Templeton show for Cresta
Blanca on CBS as competition this one
will have to step to get and hold an audi-
ence, Lou Frankel.

“These Are the People”

Reviewed Wednesday, 6-6:30 p.m.
(PWT). Style — Musical-interviews.
Sponsor—U. S. Maritime Commission,
for San Francisco Bay Shipyards. Agency
—James Houlihan (QOakland, Calif.).
Station—KQW (San Francisco) .

Show brings to the microphone a rep-
resentative cross-section of musiclans
and other performers now employed in
war work in San Francisco Bay area
shipyards and is designed to reach white
collar groups who are apprehensive about
joiring the ranks of manual workers for
fear of loss of prestige.

In Heu of commercials, program
caught presented interviews with ship-
yard employees who have some social or
professional standing. For example, one
interviewee was a State senator; an-
other, a holder of an M.A. degree from
Tulane Unlversity,

Bennle Walker emsees the talent end
and presents’ three musicians and a
singer who double in war work. These
are Leon Seiff, violin soloist with the
San Francisco Symphony; Randall Evans,
San Francisco Opera Company tenor;
Marcus Hall, of the Hall-Johnson Choir,
and drummer-vocalist Bill Raible, for-
merly with Woody Herman’s ork.

There's a contest angle, with the win-
ner each week awarded a $25 War Bond
and an opportunity to compete in the
finals for a week's pald engagement at
the Warfield Theater. Show is fast mov-
ing, smoothly produced, and so much of
the talent is represented by ex-profes-
sionals that it is lifted out of the ama-
teur class. It’s written by Ira Blue and
produced by Ken Craig, with music by
Ernie Gill's orchestra. Bob Goerner is
the announcer. Edward Murphy.

thing, and as put over by thrush Rise
Stevens and Jay Blackton and his boys
makes up in part. at any rate. for the rest
of the show. La Stevens does handsomely
by Can’t You Do a Friend a Favor? and
My Heart Stood Still, while the choral
effect goes over in the rendition of On a
Desert Isle, and Miss Stevens and Gaxton
put over Thou Swell in good style.
Connie Desmond sells the brew effec-
tively, even if his commercials tend to be
elastic. Briefer, punchier plugs would
help. But the main thing 1Is a script
that will give Gaxton a chance to be the
favorite Broadway star. Frank Gill,
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Toscanini Concert
Filmed by OWI for

Overseas Hearings

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—OWI this week
filmed Arturo Toscanini conducting the
NBC Symphony Orchestra in a special
conce't to be sent to reoccupied coun-
tries. | Jan Pearce and the Westminster
Choir handled the vocal parts of the all-
Verdi program.

Toscanini volunteered his services to
the project after he was warned by his
physician against attempting a trip to
the territory retaken by the Allies. The
maestro had announced several weeks ago
that he would tour these countries, con-
ducting local orchestras in musical works
banned by Hitler and Mussolini. The
film will be shown in lieu of his personal
appearances.

OWI staffers Irving Lerner headed the
production and Alexander Hackenschmid
was in charge of photography for the
three-reeler which is expected to be ready
for release around March 1.

2d House Ork for Arcadia

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Arcadia Ballroom
here now has two “house” orks. Besides
Paul Martell, who has become an institu-
tlon at the spot, Sid Sudy, who has been
the second band there for the past five
months, has just been rcnewed for an=
other six weeks.

Hackett to Dixieland Band

NEW YORK, Jan. 1 ~Music Corporation
of America had to cancel club dates
booked for Bobby Hackett when the
trumpeter left town this week to join the
Original Dixieland Jazz Band currently
touring with thc Katherine Dunham
Dancers. Dixleland band is under the
direction of Tony Sbarbaro, drummer of
the original outfit, who owns the title.

Merry Xmas! (Plug)

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Radio edi-
tors received a touching bit of
Christmas sentiment from C. Ar-
thur Fifer, general manager of
WTAD, Quincy, Ill, but Fifer did
not forget to include the “com-
mercials.” What he sent was a
professional copy of a song, Now
I Lay Me Down To Sleep, bearing
the BMI imprint and the informa-
tion that words and music were
written by, you guessed it, C.
Arthur Fifer.

First ‘Cola’ Parade
Of New Year To Use
Three GAC Bands

NEW YORK. Jan. 1—Howard Sinnott,
one-night booker for General Amusement
Corporation, succeeding in getting three
of his agency’s bands Coca-Cola shots for
the first week of the new year. Tony
Pastor starts the parade January 1 from
Asbury Park, N. J.; Charles Spivak will be
aired January 3 from New Haven, and
Johnny Long will play the following night
from St. Louis. Music Corporation of
Amerlca books the Coca-Cola program,

Chick Mauthe Ill,
Trask Filling in
At Station WCKY

CINCINNATI, Jan. 1. — Clyde Trask,
local pop ork leader, has taken over the
musical directorship of WCKY, tempora-
rily replacing Chick Mauthe, who is in
Florida on a leave of absencc because
of ill health.

Trask, who has been associated with a
number of name bands for several years,
just wound up a 16-week engagement at
the Beverly Hills Country Club, South-
gate, Ky,

Oakland Indie Sells Dept.
Store 16 Yuletide Shows

(Continued from page 4)
10:30 and 11:30 a.m. and 1:30, 3:05 and
4:05 p.m.

The indic station, a 1,000-watter, across
the bay from San Francisco’s 5 k.w.’s and
50 kw’s proved that. despite coimnpeti-
tion, which is toughest at holiday times
with the nets putting on all-star shows,
intelligent programing not only produces
audiences but sponsors as well. Many
outlets have wondered how an indie can
put on five and a half hours of holiday
shows, and so for the record The Bill-
board is printing KLX’s parade as sold to
Capwell, Sulllvan & Furth.

CHRISTMAS EVE—DECEMBER 24

3:05 to 3:30 p.m.—Christmas Carols.

4:30 to 4:45 p.m.—Christmas in Norway.

Gladys Uetch’s narration of Christmas
observances under Nazl rulc in the Far
North.

5:45 to 6 p.m.~Children’s Christmas
program.

Items of Interest to the younger folk,
inctuding a short story, letter from a boy
in the service to his father, and Christ-
mas music.

6:05 to 7 pm.—A Christmas Carol—
Charles Dickens.

7:05 to 7:15 p.n.—Little Match Girl,

Frank Luther, narrator, and Jessc
Crawford at thc organ presenting an
adaption of Hans Christian Anderson’s
familiar story.

7:30 to 8 p.m.—Hansel and Gretel.

8:05 to 8:15 p.m.~—'Twas the Night Be=
Jore Christmas.

A familiar poem read by Frank Luther,

9:30 to 9:45 p.m.—Evening Star.

Christmas carols interwoven with the
story of the Nativity of Christ and the
Star of Bethlehem, written and produced
by Ed Calder, KLX program director.

10:15 to 10:30 p.m~—Grandfather’s
Christmas Eve.

Grandfather tells his grandson of the
happy Christmas eves in by-gone years in
Norway.

CHRISTMAS DAY-—DECEMBER 25

6:%0 to 7 a.m—Yuletide Melodies.

Muslc appropriate to the hour and the
day when children meet around the fire-
place and tree to receive the gifts de-
livered by Santa the night before.

9:05 to 9:15 a.m.—The First Christmas.

Frank Luther reads from the Book of
Luke describing the Nativity of Christ.

10:30 to 11 a.m.—War Bond Christmas.

A cantata featuring large chorus, or-
chestra and outstanding talent dramatiz-
ing the true meaning of peace.

11:30 to 11:45 am.—The Story of the
Juggler of Our Lady.

Dramatic Christmas story narrated by
John Nesbitt.

1:30 to 2 pm.~—~—The Christmas Spirit.

Christmas spirit symbolized around the
world, dramatized with narration and ap-
propriate musiec.

3:05 to 3:30 p.m.~—~Christmas
Festival.

Popular hit funes having a Christmas
theme arranged into a pleasant 25-min-
ute musical show,

4:06 to 4:156 pm.—Is Therc a Sanig
Claus?

Program woven aboui the famous
Christmas letter written by *Virginia” to
the editor of a newspaper in which the
little girl inquircd as to whether or not
there is a Santa Claus.

HSong

Next Stop Easter

Nexf lholiday coming up which can be
turned to plenty of business by indic
stations is Easter, a season which means
business for department stores but which
seldom been fully promoted by sales
staffs of stations. KLX has plans, it's
understood, to do a bang-up programing
job at that time and bring the depart=
ment store into line again. Paster in
many parts of the world is as greal, if
not greater, a festive season than the St.
Nick days. Each year Easter rctail sales
mount, and in several sections of the
nation radio one-time sales also chalk
up a slzable Increase. KLX's five and
a half hour sales, however, is still some-
thing to shoot at any time in the year.

Another Serap Drive Started

—-This Time

and for

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—A critical short=
age of Vinylite, material vital to the mak-
ing of electrical transcriptions, threatens
to play havoc with the e. t. production
schedules. Record makers are appealing
to stations to return obsolete disks and
may be obliged to halt new e. t.'s until
sufficient scrap Is salvaged.

Certain branches of the armed forccs
are feeling the pinch and, in order to
supply them withh the minimum require-
ments, their priorities on the material
arc becoming increasingly high. As the
government agencies get first crack at
available Vinylite, some e. t.-ers are scram-
bling madly to obtain enough of the
patented plastic to stay in business,

Ben Selvin, of Muzak, states that in all
his company’s correspondence with the
150 stations which it services, pleas are
being made for the return of old ¢. t’s.
So far, few stations have co-operated.
Selvin says it is imperative that obsolete
16-inch disks be returned if new trane
scriptions are to be made.

According to spokesmen for TUnion
Carbon & Carbide Company, which manu-
factures Vinylite, its production is the
same as it has been for the last 18 inonths
and the material has been put on alloca-
tion. They feel that the shortage must
be duc to a bulge somewhere hetween
manufacturers, the War Production Board
and the users, who make application to

Sun Shipbuilding Still Buying
More Air Time for Man-
Power Help

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.— Sun Ship-
building and Drydock Company, major
war plant at near-by Chester, Pa., going
on a real radio-buying spree In order to
reach out for new war workers. With
three programs on WFIL and onc on
WIP, ranging from patriotic to cash
glveaway, already sponsored by the ship-
yard, war plant now turns to WCAU for
the first time to spot still another new
program scries. Seeking to reach pros-
pective war workers in the rural sectors,
Sun Ship will depend largely on the hill-
billy and mountain music to get across
itg "help wanted” messages. New show,
starting tonight (1), 7-7:30 p. m., for
a weekly ride, offers Bob Patrick and His
Harmony Rangers. Joe Gottlieb, WCAU
producer, directing the show. With this
new program series, Sun Ship is easily
the biggest buyer of radio time among
the local war plants. It's reported au-

by E. T.-ers,
Vinylite

ditioning still a sixth air show even now.
the board for allocation of the plastic.

It was mnot possible to determine
whether the armed forces are using more
of the muaterial or if WPB red tape is
tying up the available Vinylite. Many
c. t.-ers are worried, however, as they have
less than a 30-day supply of new Vinylite
on hand.

Roy Eldridge 4-F,
Building Large Ork

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Roy Eldridge is
rehiecasing a 15-piece orchiestra, which he
will debut at the Rio Casino, Boston, on
March 5, when he opens for a two-week
run. Decision to augment was made when
Eldridge received a 4-F draft classifica-
tion last week. Until March Eldridge will
continue to play dates with the six-plece
crew he had been using to mark time
until he recelved his draft rating.

Teagarden East for Jazz
Concert, Basin Street

NEW YORK, Jan. l.—Jack Teagarden
has decided to take up permanent resi
dence in Los Angeles, and will carry on
all his band activities from that end. The
band leader will be East again, however,
for a guest shot on the Chamber Music
Society of Lower Basin Street on January
16 and to take part in Esquire’s jazz con-
cert at the Metropolitan Opera House
here two days later.

Ted Malone With ARPS

NEW YORK, Jan. 1l.—Ted Malone,
former assistant program director of
WABC, CBS outlet here, has been ap-
pointed program director of Associated
Recorded Program Service. Malone has
also served in the capacity of program
director for Station KMBC, Kansas City,
and originated Betwcen the Book Ends,
15-year-old programn aired daily over the
Blue Network.

W. C. Handy Improving

NEW YORK, Jun. 1.—W. C. Handy's
condition has improved sufficiently for
the composer to have played the piano
last week. Handy was discharged from
Harlem Hospital November 28.

Joe Davis 25G Suit Vs.
Mayfair Asks Cut of ASCAP

Money; May Mean Precedent

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.-—Joc Davis’s
$25,000 suit against Mayfair Music may
establish a precedent if the plaintiff is
successful in proving that he is entitled
o a portion of Mayfair's public per-
formance money, according to Benjamin
Starr, Davis's attorpey.

Davis’s suit is based on a clause in thc
contract turning over the Joe Davis, Inc.,
catalog to Willie Horowitz and Abner
Silver, providing for Davis to recelve 25
per cent of the royalties derived from
“any source or right now known or which
may hereafter come into existence.” Davis
maintains that this includes ASCAP pay-
ments to the publisher, since it sptcifies
“any sourcc.”

Mayfair, now owned by Edwin H. Mor-
ris, does not deny that it entered into the
contract with Davis, but contends that
the clausec docs not include ASCAP royal-
tics., and has set up a counterclaim de-
manding that the original contract be re=

phrased to provide specifically that Davis
is not entitled to any income from
ASCAP.

Clause now in dispute before the New
York Supreme Court is the same one
which was used in standard SPA con-
tracts until about six months ago, when
the Songwriters’ Protective Association
revised its pacts to specifically omit pay-
ments from publishers on ASCAP per-
formance money. Starr maintains that
il the court upholds Davis’s interpreta-
tion of the words *any source,” song=
writers will have a precedent on which
to demand a percentage of ASCAP royal.
ties from publishers under contracts in
force before the SPA clause was revised.

Davis’'s suit demands 25 per cent of
ASCAP royalties collected by Mayfalr
since December 1, 1939, the date when
ihe Davis catalog was transferred to
Horowitz and Silver, who subsequently
changed the name to Mayfair Music be=
lore selling to Morrls,
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AGENCIES’ THRUSH-SW

Former Band Vocalists Took
Place of Drafted Orksters;
Few New Band Names Around

NEW YORK, Jan. 1—Band agencies
have just closed their books on one of
the surprising, whackiest and profitable
years in their history. Altho the exact
figures are jealously guarded by the re-
spective agencies, the accountants’ state-
ments show that each
firm has done a larger
gross business than the
year previous. In some
cases the profits run
slightly under because of
increased operational ex-
penses but in others the
gravy is much thicker
than it was in ’42.

The unexpected lies in
the fact that the upped grosses did not
result from an influx of new name
bands to replace the drafted ones. The
replacements came from band vocalists
who decided to cut. loose as singles in
unprecedented numbers and with phe-
nomenal success.

There are very few bands indeed
whose commissions add up to $50,000 a
year for an agency. Frank Sinatra’s
must have come close and next year will
probably double that figure. Last Sep-
tember Music Corporation of America
contributed $25,000 to the $60,000 kitty
Sinatra needed to buy back Tommy Dor-
sey’s 43 per cent interest in him—and
MCA kicked in that dough for the privi-
lege of collecting commission on The
Voice 14 months from that date.

Dick Hames helped Willlam Morris
swell its totals and Perry Como did nicely
for GAC, who is still collecting on all
Sinatra’s bookings until his contract
with them runs out. In fact, every
agency man has kept his eyes peeled for
band vocalists who were ready to check
out of the band that was paying their
salary. And that went for girls as well.
MCA got Amy Arnell, William Morris
started booking Helen Forrest and Fred-
erick Bros. signed Ella Mae Morse,

Top Dough for Top Bands

The other most important single fac=
tor contributing to the big business done
by agencies was the highly developed
marketability of bands for theater and
film work. Hardly a band of any conse-
quence went thru the year with less than
one picture under its belt, The top
names averaged two pix at top money
and many secoddary names, not big
enough to rate star billing, did almost
as well by playing a tune or two in as
many as a half-dozen films.

And speaking of top names, they never
before topped the money they earned
for theater work. In previous years a
$10,000 weekly salary was reserved for a
couple; no less than nine did that or
better in ’43 and at least nine more were
on the fringe.

The biggest grossers among the band
leaders this year were Kay Kyser, Sammy
Kaye, Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy Dorsey,
Benny Goodman, Harry James, Horace
Heidt, Ted Lewis, Phil Spitalny, Charlie
Spivak, Vaughn Monroe, Woody Herman,
Cab Calloway, Freddy Martin, Duke El-
lington, Guy Lombardo, Xavier Cugat,
Lionel Hampton, Abe Lyman and Count
Basie,

But for agencies the important thing
was the fact that every band on its ros-
ters worked. Formerly, the big ones
worked steadily and the little ones scuf-
fled. In ’43, bookers collected comniis-
sion virtually 52 weeks a year from every
band, large or small,

No New Names in 43

One of the strangest features of the
year was the lack of new bands to fill
the ranks. A few leaders like Tiny Hill
showed up briefly in the East but for
the most part, territorial outfits re-
mained in their own back yards.

Georgie Auld, back from service in the
army, is off to a fair start but his real
progress will be charted in ’44. Dean

Bl“b yard

Hudson, Chuck Foster and Herbie Fields
are others who are once more civilians
but none of them is in a class where he
means 100 much to the agency booking
him.

A few old-timers like Abe Lyman, Vin-
cent Lopez, Richard Himber, George Ol-
sen and Leo Reisman increased their
activity but dozens of vets who expected
to rediscover gold mines are panning
only enough to keep them working at
small class spots.

Draft Didn’t Hurt in ’43

Another odd feature was the small
number of names drafted during °’43.
Vaughn Monroe actually disbanded his
orchestra after receiving his induction
notice but wound up with a surprise 4-F,
Others in the same classification, re-
ceived in the past 12 months, are Hal
MclIntyre, John Kirby, Louis Jordan, Red
Norvo, Erskine Hawkins, Cootie Williams
and Teddy Powell.

Many of the band vocalists who de-
veloped into heavy earners as cingles ex-
pected draft calls but only Frank Sinatra
was tabbed, and he was rejected. Bob
Eberly is now in the service but he had
not yet broken away from the Jimmy
Dorsey band.

The confusion surrounding the pro-
visions for drafting fathers has delayed
the sending of many draft board notices
to swoon-crooners and band leaders alike
but the announcement that an opening
of the second land front in Europe is
not far off will probably bring “greet-
ings” for many agency meal-tickets.

However, after witnessing what hap-
pened to the music biz in ’43, anyone
who ventures a prediction on next year’s
developments is out of this world.

D’Amico, Hines Start Pub

NEW YORK, Jan. l.-——Another band
leader-owned music publishing firm has
been opened, headed by Nick D’Amico
and George Hines, a member of his out-
fit, to be known as Versailles Music.
Pirst plug tune of the new firm is Blue
in the Biack of the Night,
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Charlie’s Kindergarten

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Charlie
Spivak's 3,900-odd covers at the
Hotel Pennsylvania during his
first week is supposed to have
established a new house record
but he also established another
record—attracting the youngest
dancing public ever scen. If long
trousers were reserved for boys
over 14 years old, as they once
were, a lot of Spivak’s fans would
have showed up in knickerbock-
ers. Veteran waiters in the room
are goggle-eyed at the youthful-
ness of the customers., One of
them observed: “I've worked here
since the room opened. We used
to think college boys were kids.
We finally got used to seeing high
school children come here with-
out their parents. But now! From
public schools they come!”

Which is not bothering Spivak
one whit. Those kids are the ones
who stand on line outside the
Paramount, become record collec-
tors, grow up and become heavy
spenders.

Vogel, Rossiter Still
Disputing Rights to
“Some These Days”

NEW YORK, Jan, 1.—Jerry Vogel was
granted an examination of Will Rossiter
one day before trial in a decision by the

U. 8. Circuit Court of Appeals, reversing
a previous ruling in Federal Court. Trial
is expected within the next couple of
weeks.

Rossiter had been granted a judgment
against Vogel by the lower court in a
suit over the song Some of These Days,
but the Court of Appeals reversed the
Jjudgment in favor of Vogel. Rossiter
claims to have renewal rights on the
song, which Vogel maintains were as-
signed to him by songwriter Shelton
Brooks in 1937.

Brooks, named as one of the defend-
ants, contends he turned the renewal
rights over to Vogel and that Rossiter
obtained them by fraud. Brooks claims
he thought he was signing a bill of sale
for foreign rights when actually he signed
a renewal contract with Rossiter, the
original publisher of the song.

Ford Cancels Tommy Dorsey
Broadeasts and One - Night

Promoters Suffer Much Pain

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Without advance
notice or explanations, Ford Motors this
week canceled the series of broadcasts
Tommy Dorsey was to begin for the
motor company Thursday (6) on a five-
times-a-week basis. Program was to have
been heard Mondays thru Fridays from
8:15-8:30 on the Blue.

At press time, Music Corporation of
America, which booked the show for
Dorsey, still expressed hope that the
snag would be straightened out after it
went further into the matter with Ford
and J, Walter Thompson, agency han-
dling the show, .

However, the cancellation of the
broadcasts threw a monkey wrench into
Dorsey’s other bookings. Altho the lead-
er was to have been free to do his air
shots from any spot he chose, he had in-
tended sticking around New York for a
while and playing a number of one-night
dates in this territory. MCA’s one-night
department had already set him for a
dance at Cornell University and other
spots, including some by regular dance
promoters,

If the Ford cancellation sticks, Dorsey
will promptly book theater dates to fol-
low his current Paramount engagement
here, and one-night promoters will have
to forget that they nearly had a crack at
his band.

This comes as a tough break for them.
For the past year they have pestered the
lives out of agency one-night bookers
pleading for a chance to play a couple
of top name bands as they had in their
halcyon days. While most of them have
been sitting it out, unwilling to risk
promotions with the few third and
fourth-rate bands available in the face
of upped band costs and gas rationing
headaches, all have indicated eagerness
1o lay it on the line for the A and
Double-A bands—and the bang could
name the date.

They were foaming at the mouth at
the thought of playing Tommy Dorsey,
but unless the Ford situation is straight-
ened out, the promoters will have only
their dreams of what-might-have-been
to console them.

BMD’s Interest
In Ford Music
Is Mainly Disks

NEW YORK, Jan. 1. — BMI has suc-
ceeded in tying in with a ‘disk company
by financing Ford Music, new publishing
firm started by Eli Oberstein, recording
chief of Classic Records. New tie will give
BMI a better than even chance of get-
ting its own tunes waxed on Oberstein's
Hit label.

In spite of the fact that two of the
major recording companies, Victor and
Columbia, are owned by radio interests,
the radio-financed BMI has never received
preferential treatment from either disk
firm. In the past few months, it has
been reported that radio execs have been
regarding the publishing end of BMI with
more interest, and the possibility exists
that the org will get more attention when
Columbia and Victor start recording
again. However, until that time arrives,
the Broadcast Music mentors decided that
a deal with Oberstein would give it an
ace in the hole,

Sam Wigler, with Witmark until last
week, will be associated with Oberstein in
the publishing venture.

Fay’s Relights With

Sepian Stage Talent
Set for Few Months

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.—Fay’s Thea-
ter, devoted to a sepia stage band policy,
reopened last week with Ethel Waters
after being dark for three weeks because
of dearth of attractions. However, pros-
pects for the new year are good, and Sid
Stanley, house manager, disclosed the
house has lined up an impressive array
of sepia names to insure continuous
operation. Starting the new year off with
Louis Jordan, Fay's has lined up for
succeeding weeks, Lucky Millinder, Benny
Carter, Nat Towles with movieland's
Man-Tan Moreland, Jimmie Lunceford,
Earl Hines, Count Basie, International
Sweethearts of Rhythm and Mills Broth-
ers. Also has definite commitments for
Duke Ellington and Lionel Hampton,
dates to be set later.

Savoy Waxing Pops,
Signs Paul Martell

NEW YORK, Jan. 1—Savoy Records is
moving into the pop tune field, having
signed Paul Martell to a term contract
last week in an endeavor to build a ros-
ter of dance bands. Martell has been
the house band at the Arcadia Ballrocom
here for umpteen years.

Savoy entered the pop-market for the
first time almost a year ago, with its
waxings of It Can’t Be Wrong and As
Time Goe€s By, by Ross Leonard.

Wallace Re-Elected Prexy
Of Local 47 for 5th Term

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 1.—Annual elec-
tion of officers for Local 47, AFM here,
resulted in J. K. (Spike) Wallace landing
the prexy spot for the fifth time. Wal-
lace polled 808 votes against combined
tally of 87 run up by opponents Owen
Bartlett and Alfred C, Parolino,

What’s the Password?

DES MOINES, Jan. 1.—Art Kas-
sell, Midwest band leader, is
shopping for a big tooth to hang
from his watch chain. Kassell
recently played six Elk dances in
a row in Eastern Iowa, at Water-
loo, Fort Madison, Cedar Rapids,
Ottumwa, Fairfield and Musca-
tine.
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“Caissons” Ruled in

Public Domain by
U. S. Appeals Court

NEW YORK, Jan. 1. — The Caissons
marching song was declared in public
domain by the U, S. Circuit Court of Ap-
peals Wednesday (29), in a decision up-
holding a Federal Court ruling. Higher
court ruled that the song had never been
copyrighted by its composer, the late
Brig. Gen. Edmund L. Gruber,

Suif’ had been brought by Shapiro,
Bernstein and two members of the mu-
sical staff at West Point, Philip Egner
and Frederick €. Mayer, against E. C.
Shirmer Music, Plaintiffs claimed that
Gruber had assigned his rights to the staff
members of the military academy in 1921
for a compilation of West Point songs,
and charged that Shirmer with copyright
infringement. Court ruled that the com-
poser merely gave Egner and Mayer the
right to use the song in their compilaa-
tion, but did not assign the copyright.

Lyman Ready for

USO Opverseas Trip;
Barnet Wants to Go

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Abe Lyman is re-
ported set for an overseas trip for USO
immediately following his run at the
Essex House here, where he closed Thurs-
day (6). Sidemen are reported receiving
inoculations this week.

Chuarlie Barnet is the latest band leader
to add his name to the list of those who
want to travel abroad for USO. Barnet
has made his application, and is reported
ready to leave after his current run at
the Strand Theater here, where he opened
yesterday (31) for five weeks,

Barnet Dropping Mixed Ork

NEW YORK, Jan. 1—Charlie Barnet
will stop using colored musicians follow-
ing his current Strand Theater engage-
ment. Move is said to be dictated by a
desire to make himself eligible for dates
in more spots. For the past two years,
Barnet has used at least one, and fre-
quently as many as four, Negro sidemen.

Barnet’s managers claim the lcader has
not taken a financial loss, but has felt
the strain of playing a mixed band in
areas where prejudice still exists.

Barnet is using only Peanuts Holland
for his Strand date.

* ARRANGE IT YOURSELF* :

# The amazingly new MELLOWAY ARRANGER
actually *puts It on paper’’ for you!
A Benishes transposing — mistakes——guesswork?
#Glves you 4 and 6 part harmony for all
Instruments simultaneously.
%15 different chord combinations for EVERY
; NOTE In the scale.

*

s Ekch chord combinatlon [s written In score form.
*Each on & separate chart and
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z*Nq piano Is needed to make successful orches-
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If Music Is Your Business
Check NOW How Valuable

-619 Biwag, New York 19, N. Y.

WANTED

Hammond Electric Organ, any model.
Write or wire

GLENN DAVIS
646 S. Cornell Ave. Villa Park, 1l

ON TEHE
STARD

Reviews of orchestras playing hotels, night
ciub and baliroom locations and one-
nighters,

Xavier Cugat

(Revicwed at Waldorf Astoriq Hotel,
New York)

AVIER CUGAT has been brought back

to his regular New York location in
time for the holidays and a nicer gift the
Waldorf couldn’t present to its swank
clientele. Twenty-eight people occupy
the bandstand and among them are a 9-
piece vocal choir, a couprle of maracca
shakers, a bongo man, 2 marimba plunker
and assorted instrumentalists who double
on assorted instruments, With that
palette to select his musical colors from,
Cugat, who has a rep as a caricaturist in
another medium, paints a mighty pretty
picture,

Besid=s being an artist, Cugat displays
considerable skill as an architect in build-
ing his dance sets. First comes a lilting
Viennese waltz, all strings, plano and
marimba; then g popular tallad, slow and
sweet to sustain the moond, but richer
in tone thru the use of a vocal back-
ground. Without a pause, he swings
into a tango, still soft and slow, but with
all the Latin rhythm-makers joining in.
Then something swingier, like Bim Bam
Boom, with Lina Romay pitching the
Iyrics, volume and intensity building.
Finally a fast, torrid rumba, to make the
hips swing wider and the breath come
faster, and the joint is Jumpin’,

This Lina Romay is better and prettier
than ever. Perhaps she’s borrowed a leaf
from Carmen Miranda, who breaks it up
every time she lets go: at any rate, there
is now more abandon in Miss Romay's
warbling (and derriere tcssing) and it's
muy becoming.

Cugat is a vet In this spot but this
date finds him at the top of his popular-
ity with multiple films and radio com-
mercials to his credit. Which ain’t bad
for the hotel managemens.

Elliott Grennard.

Bob Strong

(Reviewed at Roseland Ballroom,
New York)
HIS is Bob Strong’s first appearance
in these parts and he registers nicely,
altho it is questionable whether a dance-
hall is the most suitable showcase for his
type of music.

Strong put in a number of years work-
ing radio commercials emanating from
Chicago and his band style clearly re-
flects radio demands. Melody predom-
inates and it is not buried in complicated
arrangements, Likewise, library runs to
standard show tunes and popular ballads
and a hotel, catering to a more staid
trade, might find Strong just to its taste.

Dancers are treated to a strong 4/4
beat that makes terping easy and pleasur-

“March of Time” Pays Visit
To Music Row-Sees All,
Tells Almost Nothing

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Up-Beat in Music,
March of Time’s newest film which will
be distributed nationally this week,
doesn’t make any particular point (it's
supposed to be about the “new kind of
music” created for this war) but it sure

is a terrific plug for half the names in
the music business. About the only one
missing is Frank Sinatra, and that isn't
M. of Ts idea; RKO sued to have The
Voice cut from the film.

Capt. Glenn Miller starts the parade
of names as he is shown reviewing his
air corps ork pumping out march musie,
with the drums and bass fiddles on
trucks (!). Cut (for no apparent rea-
son) to the office of MPPA where Harry
Fox gets a close up for helping the army
plan its V-disk program; to the Music
Division of Special Services where Capt.
Harry Salter, former radio orkster, is
chewing the fat with Benny Goodman,
Tommy Dorsey, Fred Waring and Paul
Whiteman; to the American Theater
Wing’s Music War Committee listening
to a couple of songwriters demonstrating
a war song. The M. of T. build-up for
this scene is a inspiring little editorial

able. Occasionally, the band tees off on
a One O'Clock Jump with half a dozen
boys getting solo nods. Much more suc-
cessful are the band’s light jumpers where
the tempo is slower, the beat lighter and
the riffs are played ensemble by the six
brass, five saxes and four rhythm.

Band carries two warblers. Betty Mar-
tin is a pretty blond but suffered from
a sore throat night caught. Johnny Allen
was heard frequently and sufiered from
nothing. He’s a tall, cute, dimpled young-
ster who sings in a mellow baritone,
phrases gracefully and the gals did not
keep their approval a secret. It it stands
now, the lad is Strong’s most valtable
asset.

Leader is an earnest musician who
spends most of his time playing with the
reed section and does his fronting with
a sax dangling from his neck-strap.

Elliott Grennard.

Dean Hudson Kept Busy

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Dean Hudson has
been kept busy since he reorganized his
outfit after receiving an army discharge.
Hudson plays a return date at the Palo-
mar Ballroom, Norfolk, Va., opening on
January 12 for two weeks, and follows
with a two-week run at the Flagler Gar-
dens, Miami, on January 31, when Mal
Hallett closes the spot.

20 Bands Did Bulk of Free
Dates Played by 22,662 of
802 Members in Past Year

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—ILocal 802 here,
AFM's largest local, took stock of the
war activities of its members for the past
year, and found that 22,662 musicians had
volunteered their services to perform for
21 organizations, including canteens,
USO Camp Shows, war relief orgs, govern-
ment agencies and hospitals, in a total of
3,047 appearances.

Special mention for an outstanding
amount of time devoted to war activities
was given to Carmen Cavallaro, Cab Callo-
way, Ray Heatherton, Raymond Scott, Ted
Straeter, Dick Kuhn, Mousie Powell, Al
Trace, Nat Brusiloff, Phil Bennett, Jack
Shaindlin, Walter Perner, Paul Ash,
Manny Prager, Don McGrane, McNamara
Band, Roxy Theater ork and three radio
orchestras, the WOR Dance Band., the
WOR Symphony and the NBC Symphony.

Altho few of those given special men-

tion were in the name band category,
Abe Lyman, Vaughn Monroe, Duke Elling-
ton, Horace Heidt, Jimmy Dorsey, Tommy
Dorsey, Johnny Long, Guy Lombardo, Fred
Waring, Harry James and Sammy Kaye,
among others, were also mentioned ‘as
having made personal appearances.

Officials of the local have co-operated
in the formation of such war organiza-
tions as UTWAC, NEIC, American Thea-
ter Wing War Service, Inc,, and volunteer
labor organizations.

Members have also worked with the
Ship’s Service Committee to secure in-
struments for the navy, the union paying
for expense of repairing all instruments
contributed. Local is currently work-
ing on a project to obtain instruments
to be distributed in hospitals by the Red
Cross,

stating: “We’re still waiting for the greas
war song!”

Everything But the Kitchen Sink
There’s no point trying to follow the
continuity, everything is in from James
Petrillo at the War Labor Board disk
ban hearings to a shot of the ASCAP

board with Deems Taylor presiding.

A Bouquet From Deems

At the preview caught Deems
Taylor let go with a ripe razz-
berry when James Petrillo was
shown dictating a Federation re-
port explaining that the $3,000,000
the AFM hoped to collect from
diskers would help develop Amer-
ican culture, Petrillo was not
present to return the compli-
ment when Taylor's face was
flashed on the screen,

Also included in the short are shots
of the Metropolitan opera company do-
ing its stuff for soldiers, longchair com-
posers and performers, Local 802’s ex-
change floor and- George Gershwin play-
ing I've Got Rhythm.

M. of T. as Press Agent

Altho almost everybody in Music Row
received a free mention, the best plugs
went to:

Benny Goodman leading his band thru
a chorus of Henderson Stomp.

Perry Como singing a chorus of Now
into a CBS microphone,

Marion Anderson singing part of a
splirtual into an NBC microphone.

Bea Wain in a V-gown singing a chorus
of Put Your Arms Around Me, Honey,
as part of a Hit Parade broadcast.

Serge Koussevitsky conducting the
Boston Symphony with the camera face
on, looking like Leopold Stokowski.

Sgt. Eugene Liszt playing a concerto
with the Fort Monmouth orchestra, look=
ing ke a G. 1.

Duke Ellington in a leopard-skin dress-
ing gown composing at his piano, look-
ing like a glamor boy.

Jimmy Petrilio looking like a business
man. Elliott Grennard.

GAC Gets Fields

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Herbie Fields, who
was leading a Fort Dix band prior to his
discharge from the army and has been
reorganizing a civilian outfit with Music
Corporation of America apparently having
the inside track, signed with General
Amusement Corporation last week.

Fields opened his first engagement ab
the Palomatr Ballroom, Norfolk, Va., Mon-
day (27) for two weeks. Add irony: GAC
booked Fields into the Palomar thru
MCA, which has an exclusive on the Nor=
folk location.

ARUSCHKA

(MA-ROOSH-KA)

immediate engagement.

1 organized, 6 to 14 pieces. Bur
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jE ]OHNNY DOUGHBOY SEND ME Z The following are the 30 leading songs on the basis of the largest number of neh.ﬂ?rk
4 é plugs (from New York outlets WJZ, WEAF, WABC and WOR) for the past week. Position
K4 POLKA SOME ROSES Z in the list is no indication of a song’s “most played” status, since all songs are listed
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1; (BLUEBIRD RECORDS) (SAVOY) é Army Air Corps . ... it ittt i s Fischer
2 (SAVOY) Z Auld Lang Syne . ... ... i i e e e P. D.
4% ¢ Z Besame Mucho .. ... ... ... .. . ... .. Southern
. ’ ) % By the River of the Roses . ..................... Shapiro-Bernstein
4 THEY’RE SENDIN No LOVE BLUES 3 Z Candlelight and Wine (F) ... ... ...................... Miller
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4 (SAVOY) (SAVOY) Z For the First Time . ........................... Shapiro-Bernstein
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/ .
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b 7 I've Had This Feeling Before (F) .. .................... Santly-Joy
. . 7 Little Did | K Lincol
BUNNY’S YOUPUTAPATCHON é N;us?c sLoppedn?;v) .................................... R;:;?,,:
2 7 Music Stopped (F) ................. ...l
z BOOGIE MY BROKEN HEART Z My Heart Tells Me (F) .................... Bregman-Vocco-Conn
‘% (SAVOY) (SAVOY) %2 Z My Bdeal oo oottt Paramount
3 é My Shining Hour (F) .................... ciiiee..... . Morris
% HERIO MUS'( RY]'VO( IN( Z No Love, No Nothi'n’ (F) R RTCEEERREEE ev.......Triangle
y O % Oh, What a Beautiful Morning (M) .. veeiieeve.....Crawford
24 . Z Old Acquaintance (F) ... ... ... .. ... .. ... ... ......... Witmark
X 7
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SO0 % 5 % NNV IV~ 7 3 To Love ...t e Block
% omeone To Love .. ... ... . ... .. .. i i e
Z Speak Low (M) ... ... . . . . e e e Chappell
Z Star Eyes! (F) ... 00 i5ls o oe € aliie o i e o o mioe o B 5 ol o' aam abiin sim & Feist
% They’re Either Too Young or Too Old (F) ................ Witmark
7
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Z White Christmas (F) .. ..........ooirenrenennenrenenenn. Berlin
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Z My Heart TelisMe .. ........... ... ... ... Bregman, Vocco & Conn
z White Christmas . . ..... ... ... ... . ... ... . e Berlin
é I’ll Be Home for Christmas . . .. ... ...................... Melrose
Z Paper Dolll i g za cINl e g 5 le o o5 8 o g ha e @ o A B a5 o a e e e - Marks
% Shoo-Shoo Baby .. ........ ... .. . ... ... Leeds
Z Oh, What a Beautiful Morming . ... ..................... Crawford
é People Will Say We’re in Love .. ...................... Crawford
é For the First Time . ... ... ... ................. Shapiro-Bernstein
Z Pistol Packin® Mama .. ... .. . . ... ... i Morris
7 Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition ... ............. Paramount

AN I I

7 ALL-TIME HIT PARADE
Z NBC, Friday, December 31, 8:30-9 p.m.
é TINLE PUBLISHER
Z Forty-Second Street . . .. ... ... ...... ... ... ... .. ... .. Witmark
é AsTime Goes By ... ... ... ... . . . . . ... Harms
g Lullaby of Broadway ........... ...... ... ... ... it Witmark
% California, Here | Come ... ... ... ... . .. ... Remick
é 1 Can’t Give You Anything But Love ....................... Mills
Z Chattancoga Choo Choo . ... .......c..oveeiunneeoannns Robbins
M r g My Heart Tells Me .. ...................... Bregman-Vocco-Conn
Pl'of' Mg 'D“E BER\“‘-' Z Praise the Lord and Pass the Ammunition .............. Paramount
(hia0o Z Comin’ In on a Wing and a Prayer . .. ................... Robbins
\! Bosion WNY M\\.\.ER. Z There'll Be a Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight . .. .. ......... Marks
JACK A BE é There’saTaverninthe Town ... ... .. ... ................... P. D.
/ ﬁj Auld Lang Syme .. .. ... e P. D.
/ 4WWWWWWWWN
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BEST SELLING SHEET MUSIC

This compilation is based upon weekly reports received from leading sheet music

jobbers and dealers in important sheet distribution centers in the Unifed States. (See
Part 3 for sources.)
POSITION
Last | This
Vk. | Wk.
i 1. Paper Doll . ... ......... ... ... Marks
2 2. MyHeart TellsMe . ............. Bregman, Vocco & Conn
3 | 3. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning .. ... Crawford
4 | 4, People Will Say We're in Love ... .. Crawford
7 | 5. Pistol Packin’ Mama ............ Morris
8 | 6. Shoo-Shoo Baby ................ Leeds
6 | 7. They're Either Too Young or Too Old. witmark
9| 8. Victory Polka . ................. Chappell
— | 9. How Sweet You Are ............ Remick
5 {10. I'll Be Home for Christmas ....... Morris
11 |11, For Qhe First Time .. ............ Shapiro-Bernstein
15 (12. Say a Prayer for the Boys Over There. Southern
13 113, MY Ideal . ......... ... ... ... Paramount
— {14, No Love, No Nothin® ............ Triangle
— |15, White Christmas .. ............. Berlin
EAST COAST SOUTH
PaSITION POSITION
Last | This Last | This
Wi, | Wk. Wk. | Wk.
1 | 1, My Heart Tells Me 1 | 1. Paper Doll
& | 2. Littie Did I Know 2 | 2. My Heart Tells Me
3 | 3. 'l Be Home for Christmas 5 | 3. People Will Say We’re in Love
T | 4. People Will Say We're in Love — | 4. How Sweet You Arc
4 | 5. Paper Doll 3 | 5. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning
8 | 6, Shoo-Shoo Baby 4 | 6. Pistol Packin® Mama
2 | 7. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning 10 | 7. They're Either Too Young or
13 | 8. White Christmas Too OId
2 | 9. They're Either Too Young or 8 | 8 Shoo-Shoo Baby
Too OlId — | 9. Besame Mucho
11 {10. No Love, No Nothin’ 11 [10. For the First Time
iz ]H. How Swecet You Are 14 |11. Victory Polka
- (12, Star Eyes 7 {12. The Drcamer
13 [13. Victory Polka — [13. 1'll Be Home for Christmas
— (14, When They Ask About You — |14, My Shining Hour
= {15, My Shining Hour — {15, My Ideal
MIDWEST WEST COAST
1 | 1. Paper Doll
2 | 1. Paper Doll 2 | 2. My Heart Tells Me
5 | 2. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning 3 l 3. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning
3 | 3. My Heart Tells Me 10 | 4. My Ideal
9 | 4. Pistol Packin® Mama 12 l 5. Shoo-Shoo Baby
1€ | 5. People’ Will Say We're in Love 7 | 6. Pistol Packin® Mama
1 | 6 Victory Polka 8 | 7. They're Either Too Young or
== | 7. Say a Praycr for the Boys Over Too 0O1d
There 9 | 8. Put Your Arms Around Me,
6 | 8. My ldeal | Honey
8 | 9. They're Either Too Young or 4 [ 9. People Will Say Wc're in Love
i Too OId 11 [10. For the First Time
17 |10. Shoo-Shoo Baby 13 |11, Say a Prayer for the Boys
— [V1. For the First Time | Over There
4 12. I'l Be Home for Christmas — |12, Sunday, Monday or Always
— 13, No Love, No Nothing — [13. The Drecamer
— 14. White Christmas — [14. Little Did | Know
13 |{15. How Swect You Arc — |15. Speak Low

"HARLEM" HIT PARADE

Following list of most popular records in Harlem is based on sales reports from the

lezding race music sfores.

(See Part 3 for sources.)

POSITION
Last | This
Wk. | Wk,
2 | 1. Shoo-Shoo Baby ................ Ella Mae Morse . . Capitol
3 | 2. Don’t Cry, Baby ............... Erskine Hawkins .Bluebird
— | 3. 1tMustBelelly ................ Glenn Miller . . . . .. Victor
1 4. Ration Blues .................. Louis Jordan . . . . .. Decca
5 | 5. Sweet Slumber .. ... .. ... .. ..., Lucky Millinder .. . Decca
— | 6. Do Nothing Till You Hear From Mc. . Duke Ellington . ..  Victor
— | 7. Gl ive ... ... .. ... Johnny Mercer . . .Capitol
4| 8 AllforYou ... ... .. .. .. ... King Cole Trio . .Capitol
5 | 9. Paper Doll ... ... . ... .......... Mills Brothers ... .Decca
— [10. ASlipoftheLip ............... Duke Ellington . ... Victor
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HIS NEW VICTOR RELEASE IS TORCHY ON
THE A SIDE...TORRID ON THE B SIDE.
(BETTER DE-CIDE TO ORDER TODAY!

The Night We Called It a Day
(Vocal by Jo Stafford and The Pied Pipers)

Another One of Them Things

—Tommy Dorsey and His Orchestra

¥Yictor
20-1553

5 % ")
;f <

THE 20™ CENTURY GABRIEL SKYROCKETS
THROUGH HOT GROOVES ON A DISC
THAT MAKES HIS TRUMPET TALK.

Cherry (Vocal by Jimmy Mitchelle)

Bluebird

30-0819 Country Boy

—Erskine Hawkins and His Orchestra

To help us make new Victor and
Bluebird Records for you, sell

your old ones to your
distributor.

TUNE IN: RCA’s great show, *'What’s New?”
A sparkling hour of music, laughs, news,
drama, science. Saturday nights,

7 to 8, EWT, Blue Network.
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PART 2—The Bilthoard
. |
/Z\\\\\\\\\ O DIHINN N N NN
7
Z
%
7 |
BEST SELLING RETAIL RECORDS
.
Z/ This compliation is based on weekly reports received from leading refail record
7 slores in key refail cifies. (Ses sources in Part 3.)
7
.
é
7
g NATIONAL
7 POSITION
é Last | This
g Wk. | Wk,
% 1| 1. PaperDoll .................... Mills Brothers Decca
% 2| 2, MyHeartTellsMe .............. Clen Cray Decca
% 5 | 3. They’re Either Too Young or Too Old. Jimmy Dorsey Decca
Z — | 4, Star Eyes .. .i.i%..iziiv.doion Jimmy Dorsey Decca
Z 8 | 5. Shoo-Shoo Baby ............... Ella Mae Morse  Capitol
% 6 | 6. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning . ... Bing Crosby Decca
Z — | 7. Pistol Packin® Mama . ........... Al Dexter Okeh
2 3 | 8. I'l Be Home for Christmas ...... Bing Crosby Decca
Z 7 | 9. Shoo-Shoo Baby . ............... Andrews Sisters Decca
7 — (10, Oklahoma Album ............... D
7 ecca
%
7
%7
7
|
7
% SECTIONAL
7
7 EAST SOUTH
Z POSITION POSITION
_. ast | This Last | This
7 Wk. | Wk, k. | Wk,
% 1 | 1. Paper Doll—Mills Brothers wl W.k Paper Doll (Mills Brothers)
% 3 | 2. My Hecart Tells Me—Glen Gray 5 | 2. Shoo-Shoo Baby
7 4 | 3. Oklahoma Album (Andrews Sisters)
7 8 | 4. Besame Mucho—J}immy Dorsey 2 | 3. My Heart Tells Me
% — | 5. People Will Say We're in Love (Glen Gray)
% — Frank Sinatra 6 | 4. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning
Z — | 6. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning  __ | 5 piofains Crosby)
Z ~—Frank Sinatra . (Al D:x'tr:a.r) ama
VA 6 | 7. Pistol Packin’ Mama — | 6. People Will Say We're i
Z N Crrter co("B?ng é:ros‘!’)z) e’re in Love
% 7 1 8, People Wilt Say We're in Love — | 7. Star Eyes (jimmy Dorsey)
% —Bing Crosby — | 8. My Ideal ()Jimmy Dorsey)
% 2 | 9. 1'll Be Home for Christmas <) Thfrv’feoili;h(e; Too Y;uns O)r
— Bi 00 mm
o, shaohes — 10 Moy Swest vau"are ™
% —tEila Mae Morse (KayfArmen)
7
Z
7 MIDWEST
%
7
Z 4 | 1, Paper Doll (Milis Brothers) WEST COA“
% 5 | 2. They'te Either Too Young or
é =l g oIz Y Dorsey) — | 1. Boogie Woogie
. My Heart Tells Me (Tommy Dorsey)
% (Glen Gray)
é — | 4. The Dreamer (Kay Armen) T2 My(gge;"cr:;l)s Me
% — | 5. Pistol Packin’ Mama (Bing 6 | 3. Shoo-Shoo Baby
é . Crosby‘-A‘ndrews Sisters) (Ella Mae Morse)
% — | 6. Fistot Packin’® Mama 1 | 4. Paper Doll (Miils Brothers)
% (Al Dexter) . — | 5. Star Eycs ()Jimmy Dorsey)
% 2 | 7. 'l Be Home for Christmas 2 ] 6. Pistol Packin® Mama (Bing
% (Bing Crosby} Crosby-Andrews Sisters)
% 10 | 8. Star Eyes ()Jimmy Dorscy) 8 | 7. They're Either Too Young or
Z 7 { 9. White Ch(v:ishr!;as) 8 M Tcl.?i O:d ((]ilrrmyé Dors;:y)ld)
(Bi — 0 e Billy tterfi
g 9 {10. Oh, \Allnhgat :iosBeyautiful Morning — i 9. Chycrry ?Harry ]am:s\er |e
Z (Bing Crosby) — |10. Jump Town (Harry James)
.
7
Z
Z
7
%
~ MOST PLAYED JUKE BOX FOLK RECORDS
7
7
7
.
Z PRI I !
7 (Hillbillies, Spirituals, Cowboy Songs, Efc.)
.
é Special reports received from The Bilthoard representatives last week show the Fotk
% records listed below are currently the most popular Folk records on automatic phonographs
Z thruout the nation. These reports stem from all the country's leading operating centers and
are averaged fogether.
%
% POSITION
Last | This
2 Wk. | Wk.
% | 1. Pistol Packin® Mama ............ Bing Crosby-Andrews
é Sisters . ....... Decca
% Al Dexter .. ...... Okeh
Z Don Baxter ... .Musicraft
é 2. No Letter Today ...........u.n» Ted Daffan . ...... Okeh
é 3. New San Antonio Rose ........ Bob Wills .. ... .. Okeh
7 4. They Took the Stars Out of Heaven. . Floyd Tillman Dececa
7
g 5. Rosalita ...................... Al Dexter ........ Okeh
é 6. Try Me One More Time ........ Ernest Tubbs . .. ... Decca
7

N



Jaruary 8, 1944 The Billboard MUSIC 19

A NN

Music Populamy ﬁmr Wk fnding

A AEIIEEIREIIHIHEIIH IS S AN NS I AN\

AN

On the record for DECCA . ..

MR. Leo J. DixoN
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MOST PlAYEB JUKE BOX RE(ORDS . ,
. of the
Going Sfrong . -
TRIANGLE MUSIC COMPANY
Reporis received from The Billboard representatives and based on informafien given Z :
by feading juke box operators last week show the records listed below are currently receiving 7

A\

Cleveland; Ohio

the most play on automatic phonographs thruout the naticn. These reports stem from the

country’s leading operating centers and are averaged fogether. Thus only records that are Z
distrlbuted natlonally witl show up in the ghide, 7

AN\

(In Order of Popularity) 7 L1 LT

PAPER DOWL ................. Mill Brothers................ Dea Wirites:
(18th Week) Z
PISTOL PACKIN' MAMA. ....... . .Al Dexter (Al Dexter).......... .Okeh g
(24th Wesk) Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters Z
(Vic Schoen Ork)........... Decca Z
Freddie "Schnickelfritz" Fisher. . .Deca
MY HEART TELLS ME. . .......... Glen Gray (Fugenie Baird)......Dewa
(3rd Week) Jan Garber (Bob Davis and Quinfef). Hit Z
THEY'RE EITHER T0O Jimmy Dorsey (Kifty Kallen). .. ... Decca %
YOUNG OR TOO OLD.......... Jan Garber (Liz Tilton). ........... Hit é
(2nd Week) Z
$HOO-SHOO BABY. ............. Andrews Sisters (Vic Schoen Ork) Dea
(1st Week) Ella Mae Morse (Dick Walter Ork). Capitol Z
Jan Garber (Liz Tilton)............ Hit g
) %
TLL BE HOME FOR CHRISIMAS. .. .Bing Croshy (John Scoft Trotter Ork).Decca %
(4th Week) 7
WHITE CHRISTMAS........... . Bing Croshy ................. Deca
(it W) Freddy Martin (Clyde Rogers). . . . Victor Z
Charlie Spivak (Gary Stevens). . Celumbia %
PEOPLE WILL SAY WE'RE IN LOVE. .Frank Sinafra ............. Columbia /
(13th Week) Bing Crosby ................. Deccd
OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING. .Bing Crosby ................. Decca %
(9th Week) Frank Simafra . ............ Columbia g
VICTORY POLKA. ............. Bing Croshy-Andrews Sisfers .
(i BHED (Vic Schoen Ork)......... .Deca

N

Coming Up

Reports received from The Billboard represenfatives last week, and based on information
given them by leading juke box operators, show the records listed below are geining in
popularity all over the nation. Text beneath each listing elaborates on the increasing
popularity of each record or group of records and offers opinions on further pessibilities.

(In Order of Popularity)

AUHMMIIITINININN

A
N

THE DREAMER ... ..o Kay Armen (Balladiers,. ....... Decca %
Pefer Piper ................... Hit g
Z
MYIDEAL .....oooennns, Jimmy Dorsey (Bob Eberly). .. . ..Decca Z
Billy Bufferfield (Margaret Z
Whiting) ............... Capitol Z
Maxine Sullivan ... ....... .. .. Decca Z
%
fTMUSTBEJELLY. .. ........... Glenn Miller (Modernaires). ... .. Viclor %
%
BLUERAIN .................. Glenn Miller (Ray Everle). .. .. .. Vidor .
BeaWain. ................ Blucbird Thanks, Mr. Dixon .., &
. . Z The best of our ahility
Territorial Favorites . Sasmaeeed oo Yy
/ sour servi
OLD ACQUAINTANCE. ... ... Jo Stafford (Paul Wesfon Or)....Captol is always at yqur service.
[Memphis) Z .
%
SOLO FLIGHT . ................ Benny Goodman........... (olumbia %
1St. Louis) 7
%
SPEAK LOW. ..o .. .Guy Lombardo (Billy Leach). ... Decca §
{Denver) %
.
SUNRISE SERENADE. . ....... ....Glenn Miller. ... .. N Bluebird
{Dallas) %
/

R TR RS
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HIT RECORD POSSIBILITIES

These records and songs show indications of becoming future nationwide hifs in juke
boxes and over record refail counters. Selections are based upon radio performances, sheet
music sales, information from music publishers on the relative imporfance of songs in their

SHAPIRO, BERNSTEIN & CO. INC. fa Sonei e

\\\\\\\\\\\\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\

N E w =00 R E C O R D s Z catalogs and upon the judgment of The Billboard’s Music Department,
HOW SWEET YOU ARE..........JoStafford .................Capitol
7 Kay Armen..................De«a

Pefer Piper....................Hi

A sweet ballad, a familiar melody from “Thank Your Lucky Stars,” which has
played most of the country’s film houses and has been heard on recordings by
Detca and Hit, gets a new boost from Capitol’s waxing of Miss Stafford. Decca’s
(Kay Armen) was all-vocal, and Hit's (Peter Piper) still carried one of its
anonymous bands. Miss Stafford is accompanied by a full orchestra, and a good
one, and that makes the difference. As for the song itself, it was somewhat
overshadowed by “Too Young or Too Old” from the same picture, but is
beginning to show up on the strength of multiple ether and stageshow perform-
ances.

BY THE RIVER OF
THE ROSES

A T Y

: o i % NO LOVE, NO NOTHIN'..........EllaMae Morse..............Capitol
o : 2 Jan Garber (Liz Tilton). ...........Hil
pem Em %’ 7357g Z Cal singers lost no time jumping on this one, and any time that happens the

song is in. The torchy quality of the tune, plus the timely topic, plus the
rhythmic bounce which gives a band something to get its teeth into, means
that a juke box without “No Love, No Nothin’" is going to be nowhere at
all.  Miss Morse does her usually interesting job for Capitol. Liz Tilton is
cute on Hit, and Johnny Long will be out soon doing his all for Decca.

G.LJOVE...................Johnny Mercer..............Capitol

If there is still anyone around who isn’t aware that Johnny Mercer writes the
flippest lyrics in the field, it's only because identities of songwriters are usually
submerged in their work. And when it comes to singing, Mercer is no Sinatra,

WO0ODY HERMAN
~and His Orchestra

T T Hh L Las

- y 3 1nd % but then he doesn’t try to be. He confines most of his vocal tries to blues
: t é/f and novelties, and in that he ranks with the best. His latest jive is typically
’ - é Mercer in words and voice, tho he’s become more commercially sound since

%

introducing his “Strip Polka” which did sort of all right. This bit of stuff Is
right down the alley for G.1.’s who know a boogie from a woogie.

POPULAR RECORD RELEASES

(From December 23 thru December 30)

*ASTERISK DENOTES WHICH RELEASES, IN THE OPINION OF THE BILLBOARD'S REVIEWER,
ARE THE BEST RELEASED LAST WEEK. NO ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE TO COMPARE THEM
WITH RECORDS OF PROVEN POPULARITY. THEY ARE COMPARED ONLY TO OTHER RECORDS
RELEASED LAST WEEK.

~ THE ROSES
Hir Recond 7fe. 7077
~ ABE LYMAN
and His Californians

AT

A

NN

. % Besame Mucho ............cc0iv... .. Abe Lyman
é (Rose Blane)......Hit
Z Chlo=El . .00t ieeteeaae. g g al Duke Eilington . ... Victor
: : Z .
: : ’ g Cuddle Up a Little Closer .............. Teddy Tucker
B | L i g é (Hilltoppers) . ..Savoy
3 ot B - % “Do Nothing Till You Hear From Me ... ... Duke Ellington . ... Victor
= & = Z
HIDE INS'DE TH'S I.ETTER % Embraceable You .........c............ Kate Smiith (Jack Miller
iR : Z ork) Columbi
y 3 Z rK) ... umbia
7 “Have | Stayed Away Too Llong? .......... Perry Como ......Victor
.
D 3y 2 _» % 4¢2g Z IF1Had My Way ...ooivunannnonenn . Kate Smith (Jack Miller
1o ece mzd Z Ork) Columbia
Z I’ve Had This Feeling Before ............. Perry Como ......Victor
7
Z She Didn’t Lay That Pistol Down .. ........ Teddy Tucker
LAWRENOE WELK é (Hilltoppers) .. .Savoy
; Z So,Good Night . ...................... Abe Lyman (Stanley
* o i PR ) Z Worth) ......... Hit
b 7
a n (i : “ I S Ch a m pa g ll e M ll S ' C Z They’re Sending the Judgeto Jail . . ... .. ... Hank Hill .. ... ... Savoy
Z
Z You Put a Patch on My Broken Heart ...... Hank Hill ........ Savoy
7
7
é NATIONAL AND REGIONAL DBEST SELLING RETAIL RECORD SOURCES:
% Atlanta: Cox Prescription Shop. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Martindales's. Birmingham:
% Norlen's Radio Shop. Boston: The Meiody Shop. Bridgeport, Conn.:
% Gilman Music Store; Howland Dry Goods Co.; Whiling Radio Service. Chicago:
% Goldbatt Brothers; Hudson-Ross; Lyon & Healy Marshall Field, Sears-Roebuck
% & Co.; Wurlitzer’s. Cincinnati: Song Shop; Steinberg's, Inc.; Wlllis Music Co.;
% Wurlitzer's. Denver: Century Music Shop; The May Company; Record Shop; Charleg
% E. Wells Music Co. Des Moines: Des Moines Music House, Fort Worth, Tex.:
% Kemble Bros.! Furniture Co. Hollywood: Music Shop; Music City; Hollywood House
% of Music. Jacksonviile, Fla.: Butler's Record Shop. Les Angeles: The May Com-
a % pany. Louisville: Stewart Dry Goods Co. New York City: Center Music Store;
é Liberty Music shop,IGalet%' Mlésic SrﬁgniRa&st}nds I\élku]sm S}ll’%pl R. l}% Ma]gy &tCo 3
Abrah & Str n W us elo )] ade ia owntown
RKO Bldg 1270 Sleh Ave New York 20 Z Illeégrirglhoph A&LLSCA (G:etlt{lirr'lc:tﬁiggpgmth%:;or%S);\o;l)‘o:lttsl:‘lllré]h pvélkwemRBezgid
- - e ales € enson Cc 0 ichmond, a, ary’'s
L 4 % S?l%p, Waeltir D. Moses & Co; pCorley Record Co. Westwood, Calif.: M%sm Shop.
%
%
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POPULAR RECORD REVIEWS

By M. H. Orodenker
BENNY CARTER (Capitol)

"Poinciana”—FT.  “Hurry, Hurry!”"—FfT; V.

Long a heavy favorite with the hot jazz students, more than
casual interest attends a Benny Carter, particularly in this instance,
making his disk debut on the Capitol label, in offering up an n-
strumental that showcases the maestro’s alto sax sorcery along with
a lowdown blues that brings the vocal calisthenics of Savannah
Churchill to the fore. For the maestro’s inning, it is Nat Simon's
and Buddy Bernier’s *‘Poinciana (Song of the Tree),” which occupies
the attention of many of the radio bands. Set at a moderately slow
tempo, with Frank Comstock’'s smooth and rhythmic arrangement
paving the way, the boys in the band take their cue from Carter's
horn. Nice sax phrasings spark the two choruses, with the second
stanza offering a blend with rumba beats to fend orchestral color to
the side. It's the first “Poinciana” side geared for mass appeal, only
other waxing being the concertized interpretation by Dave Rose on
the Victor label., The phono needle jumps on the flip-over for
Larkin's slow ‘“‘Hurry, Hurry!” blues that has Miss Savannah shout-
ing real sultry-like for her sweet one to hurry back home, After
a chorus interlude with Carter’s alto sax blazing against a back-
ground of blaring brasses, Miss Churchill returns to shout out in
song that when he does get back she'll lock the door and throw the
key away. There’s a fringe of spice to the lyrics and Miss Churchill's
chanting makes it sound all the more spicier.

On the strength of its radio popularity, “Poinciana” should hold
plenty of appcal for the juke box brigade. And with Savannah
Churchill’s pointed pipings, along with the stellar syncos by the
Benny Carter coterie, enthusiasm for “Hurry, Hurry!” should extend
beyond the scope of only the race locations.

HILDEGARDE (Decca)
"They're Either Too Young or Too Qld"—FT; V.
You'—IFT; V.

For the after-dark set at the smarter saloons, any consideration
of Hildegarde's singing talents is one of whom there is no than
whomer. And in being able to conjure a mental picture of the
lyrical lady’s outstanding salesmanship as the platter spins its course,
at least the "I'll Be Seeing You" side is beaucoup rich in tygical
charm and appeal. It's a soft and striking love ballad of “April in
Paris” genera, with just enough of the Continental spirit 10 make it
tailor-made for Hildegarde's sclling talents. Takes full liberties with
the ballad tempo for this new Sammy Fain-Irving Kahal song ballad,
giving full meaning and expression to its melodic and lyrical theme.
Moreover, side has Hildegarde at the piano to heighten the intimacy
of her singing, with the orchestra directed by Harry Sosnik spreading
a velvety background. “They’re Either Too Young or Too Oid,”
hit song from the “Thank Your Lucky Stars” movie, loses much in
the spinning in that the loud-speaker cannot project the songlady's
personality equation. When stacked up against popular standards
it still takes a Hildegarde fan to shower it with favor. Taking it
at a lively tempo and again with full tempo liberties, Hildegarde is
away from the Steinway, with the Sasnik music makers cutting in an
adequate rhythmic accompaniment,

At the smart and class spots, where the music box notes cn-
hances the atmosphere, the singing of Hildegarde strikes a most

(See Pop. Record Reviews on page 65)

FOLK RECORD REVIEWS

(Cowboy, Hillbilly, Spirifuals, Efc.)
By M. H. Orodenker

TEDDY TUCKER (Savoy)

“She Didn’t Lay That Pisto! Down"—FT; V,
Closer”—IFT; V.

It was indeed inevitable and the only wonder that it took so long
for a sequel to show up. All the pleading and supplication is ot no
avail and the lady simply refuses to lay that pistol down. Following
the identical song pattern of an eight-bar verse and an eight-bar
refrain, this new novelty ditty misses by a mile the popularity ap-
peal packed into the original “Pistol Packin’' Mama." Yet, since
there is no signs of the lady ever laying her pistol down, this sequel
should be able to cash in some on the original, particularly via fhe
juke box stickers. A matter-of-factly corn interpretation-—and it
isn't good corm—is turned in by Teddy Tucker and his band, with
the male voices of the Hilftoppers providing the lyrical force. The
various verses are interspersed with corn tootling of the solo in-
strumentalists in the small band, which is not particularly toothsome.
The tempo is slowed up to moderate proportions for the “Cuddle Up
a Little Closer” revival, which is enjoying a fresh wave of popu-
larity. The male quartet and orchestra alternate on the four cho-

(See Folk Record Reviews on page 65)

“I'll Be Seeing

“Cuddle Up a Little

HARLEM HIT PARADE

N

Week Ending
Dec. 30, 1943

MMM N
RECORDS T

MMM

SOURCES: Rainbow Music Shop, Harvard Radio Shop,

Lehman Music Company, Harlem De Luxe Music Store, Ray’s Music Shop, Frank's

New York; Richarus Music Shop,
Metropolitan Music Shop,

Melody Music Shop, Brookiyn;
BShop, Melody Lane Music Company,

pany, Chicago.
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RECORD NO. 7069
THEY'RE EITHER TOO
YOUNG OR T00 OLD

RECORD NO. 7070
MY HEART TELLS ME NO LOVE, NO NOTHIN'

By Jan Garber and His New Orchestra

SH00-SH0O

and BABY

and

RECORD NO. 7071
MY BRITISH
BUDDY

RECORD NO. 7072
BESAME MUCHO 50, GOODNIGHT

By Abe Lyman and His Californians

BY RIVER
OF THE ROSES

and

RECORD NO. 7073
WHEN THEY
ASK ABOUT YOU

RECORD NO. 7074
HOLIDAY
FOR STRINGS

{as Foxtrot)

By Sonny Dunham and His Orchestra

CLASSIC RECORD CO.

7 WEST 46th ST., NEW YORK 19, N. Y.
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DON'T WORRY,
MOM




22

BAND-VAUDE GROSSES

The Billboard

January 8, 1944

WH Wham 116G for Yule

Stretch; Roxy

Smash 110G

VWith Names; Cap Solid 72G
Para Big 72G, Strand Strong 38G, State Swell 32G

NEW YORK.—The 20 to 30 per cent
decline which set in on the Stem for the
two-three weeks preceding Christmas
went into a sharp reverse Christmas Eve
when box offices began to jump. How-
ever, the upturn stopped generally on
Sunday (26) because of bad weather.

But on Monday phenomenal business
started first thing in the morning and
things have been scorching ever since.
The New Year's Eve business (at $2.20
in most cases) may help to set new rec-
ords. Business is so bullish that most
house managers refuse to form definite
estimates for the New Year week.

Radio City Music Hall (6,200 seats,
$94,403 house average) with Alf Loyal,
Adriana and Charly and Madame Curie
(third week) did a walloping $116,000,
after the $110,000 and $88,000 of the
weeks before. No upped New Year’s prices
here, but expectations are that new rec-

ords will be established.

The Roxy (5,835 seats, $50,067 house
average) with Blll Robinson and Jimmy
Dorsey on stage and Benny Goodman in
the pic Gang’'s All Here (first week for
the bill), couldn’t be stopped, rain or no
rain, and knocked off a dazzling $110,000,
a good 30G’s over the best estimates for
the week. At $2.20 for New Year's Eve,
house should easlly top $100,000 again,
and probably set a record.

The Capitol (4,627 seats) with Lou
Holtz, Kathryn Grayson, Nancy Walker,
Rags Ragland, Richard Himber and a
few additional acts brought in to help the
timing, plus Guy Named Joe, banged out
872,000, for the first week of the bill.
House set $2.20 for New Year's Eve, and
is expected to top $100,000 for the ensuing
week.

The Paramount (3,664 seats, $55,687
house average) has Tommy Dorsey, Gene

Krupa, Edwards Sisters and Paul Regan
on tap, plus Riding High, for second week,
Bcoring a solid $79,500, having garnered
$36,000 the week before. With $2.20 New
Year’s Eve top here, house looks forward
to over $115,000.

The Strand (2,758 seats, $39,364 house
average) pulled a strong $38,000 for the
fifth and last week of Willle Howard,
Cosa Loma Ork and Northern Pursuit,
having done $30,000, $35,000, $38,000 and
$58,750 in the weeks before. New Year
bill (82.20 prices for the Eve) is Charlie
Barnet, Ella Mae Morse; Low, Hite and
Stanley, and Bunny Briggs, plus Destina-
tion Tokio, and house may jump to $100,-
000 with upped prices.

Loew’s State (3,327 seats, $22,856 house
average) cleared $32,000 with Georgie
Auld and Thousands Cheer. New bill,
which has Patricla Morison, Harrison and
Fisher, Jackle Gleason, Eric Blore plus
Saharae, could put the house at $35,000 or
better.

Balto Big $16,700

BALTIMORE.—A splendid 816,700 was
grossed at the Hippodrome Theater week
ended Wednesday (29), with bill includ-
ing the Ben Yost Smgers Dodson’s Mon-
keys, Ted and Flo Vallet, Paul Lavarre,
and Leon Navarra. Pic, What @ Woman.

B. Goodman 32726,
Ethel Waters 96C
In Dull Phil Week

PHILADELPHIA. — Holiday biz fell
short of expectations at the local variety
houses for week ended Thursday (30).
Despite the fact that Christmas shopping
season was over and the kids home from
school, all amusements falled to get out
of the pre-holiday slump. After getting
off to a fast start, Earle Theater (scat-
ing capacity, 3,000; house average,
$20,600) dropped off heavily on week-
days, with the result that only $32,500
was realized in having Benny Goodman
as the major band draw. Pops and Louie
and Marty May were the added acts, with
Carol Kay out of the band. Crime Doc-
tor’s Strangest Case on screen,

Fay's Theater (seating capacity, 2,200;
house average, $10,000), relighting after
three weeks of darkness, fell short of the
house par, with only $9,600 for the bill
topped by Ethel Waters, very disappoint-
ing considering the combination of stage
names and a holiday week. Spider Bruce
and Company, the Harlem Highlanders;
Derby, Wilson and Frenchy, and Fran-
cis¢o and Dolores rounded out the bill,
Dr. Gillespie’s Criminal Case on screen.

Question: How’s Business?

Answer Is,

(Continued from page 3)

office bounty garnered by vaudefilm
policy are many. The most important
is that regardless of what vaude may
have been in the Good Old Days, today
it is the strong and natural ally of films;
it is an equal partner in a marrlage
where either party could do okay alone,
but both do better together. Doubting
Thomases can be shown 18,000,000 rea-
sons why this is true.

Chicago $3,000,000

CHICAGO.—The Windy City's
vaude houses, the Oriental and the Chi-
cago, together pulled $3,083,700 during
1943—a banner take.

The Oriental accounted for $1,088,000
(49 weeks), and the Chicago took care
of $1,997.500 (45 weeks, This Is the Army
having played there for four).

The factors that made New York a
big year for wvaudefilm policy operated
in Chicago, too. The Chicago Theater,
for example, had 30 weeks of bands to
help it go to almost the $2,000,000 mark.
The bands included Jimmy Dorsey,
Charlie Spivak. Ted Lewis, Teddy Powell,
Bob Chester. Ozzie Nelson, Woody Her-
man, Charlie Barnet, Glen Gray, Lcs
Brown, Tommy Tucker, Sammy Kaye,
Horacc Heidt, Gracle Barrie, Joe Reich-
man, Jan Savitt, Johnny Long, Ted Fio
Rito, Griff williams, Phil Spitalny and
Lucky Millinder—a handsome line-up
and good for business.

Among the attractions who helped to
build the take were Jack Durante, Johnny
Burke, Virginia Weidler, Harry Cool,
Jerry « Lester, Joe and Jane McKenna,
Cross and Dunn, Mitzi Mayfair, Paul and
Eva Reyes, Gene Sheldon, Oxford Boys,
Rally and Verna Pickert, King Sisters,
Tito Guizar, Veloz and Yolanda, Beatrice

Under New Ownership

FOLLIES THEATER

337 S. Main St.
Los Angeles 13, Calif.

Performers and Chorus 6irls
Write or Wire

two .

WANTED
Burlesque Performers
8peclaity and ml-Nude Dancers

8

PRESIDENT FOLLIES

§an Francisco 2. Calif, E. SKOLAK, Mgr.

It's Zowie!
's Zowie,
Kay, Larry Adler and the Ink Spots.

At the Oriental bands appeared for a
greater number of weeks than at the
opposition, coming in for 31 stanzas.
The following aggregations played at the
Oriental: Art Xassel, Charlie Barnet,
Jerry Wald, Eddy Howard, Tiny Hill,
Ina Ray Hutton, Milt Britton, Shep
Fields, Ray Herbeck, Russ Morgan, Ada
Leonard, Chuck Foster, Vaughn Monroe,
Dolly Dawn, Lionel Hampton, Del Court-
ney, Boyd Raeburn, Blue Barron, Loulis
Prima, Sonny Dunham, Hal McIntyre,
Joe Venuti, Louls Jordan, Gene Krupa,
Chico Marx, Stan Kenton, Bob Allen and
Henry Busse.

Contributing their share to the well
over $1,000,000 collected by the Oriental
were the following attractlons: Mary
Small, Ice-Capades, Howard’s Bombshell
unit, Stuart Erwin and June Collyer,
Pied Pipers, Glenn Miller Singers, George
White’s Scandals, Radio Rogues, Funza-
fire unit, Ethel Waters, Block and Sully,
Borrah Minevitch's Rascals, Diamond
Horseshoe unit, Ray English, A. B. Mar-
cus Revue, Junc Havoc, Smith and Dale,
Sybil Bowan, Jerry Colonna, Roy Rogers,
Henny Youngman, Danny Thomas, Diosa
Costello, Music Hall Glee Club, Beatrice
Kay, Collins and Peterson, Sims and
Bailey, Kenny Baker, Dave Apollon,
Dorothy Donegan, Duncan Sisters, Hugh
Herbert, Harold Nicholas, Jane Frazee,
Merry Macs, Boyd Raeburn, June Preisser,
Jackie Green, Larry Adler, Connee Bog-
well, Dick Buckley, Betty Jane Smith,
Jane Withers, Little Tough Guys, Al
Dexter, Hi-Lo-Jack-and-a-Dame, Shaw
and Lee, Gus Van, Bonnie Baker, Three
Stooges, Mary Beth Hughes, Bill Anson,
Mills Brothers, Dante the Magiclap, and
Spike Jones.

From this list it will be seen that in
numerous cases both bands and attrac-
tions were duplicated at the two Chicago
houses with excellent results all around.

Los Angeles $1,000,000

L.OS ANGELES, Jan. 1.—Last year was
a $1,000,000 gross stretch at the Orpheum
Theater, but Sherrill Corwin, owner-
manager, has bands to thank for the
seven-figured amount. Outstanding
among bands to play the spot were the
two Dorsey Brothers, Tommy with $27,-
750 and Jimmy with $27,500, each for a
week. Corwin had Tommy Dorsey dur-
ing the first six months of the year and
Jimimy in the last half, making the 12
months at the Orpheum definitely
Dorsey-conscious,

Bands that hit over $20,000, a lucrative
mark at which all bands shoot, were
Benny Goodman, $26,000 for 31 shows;
Erskine Hawkins, $23,000; Xavier Cugat,
$25,000; Woody Herman, $25,000; Ted
Lewls, $24,000, and Count Basie, $23,000
for 35 shows., It took Louis Jordan to
focus attention on ‘small combos. He
appeared on a bill which featured Mona-~
han and Morris, Sleepy Willlams and
Pop, Judy Manners, and Serge Flash to
chalk up $22,500. On the bill with

BURLESQUE NOTES
NEW YORK:

PRIMROSE SEMON featured in billing
at Hi-Way Casino, Fall River, Mass., as
“Dynamic Red-Headed Comedienne” and
as “leading her own all-star revue.” An-
other ex-burly co-principal Xmas week
was Lili Dawn, who headed Tirza’s show
at Coney Island, N. Y., last summer, . . .
PAL BRANDEAUX, producer, making
shorts in local pic studio. . . . MARIAN
MORGAN, featured in Mandy Kay-Billy
Foster unit on Hirst circuit, worked the
Hudson, Unlon Clty, Xmas week, battling
with the grip. Plans to leave in a fort-
night after Buffalo week to return to ler
Los Angeles home, GEORGE
YOUNG, of the Roxy, Cleveland, con-
tributed to the Xmas well wishes with
an elaborate illustrated art folder. . .
MORGAN SISTERS, June and Dorothy,
dancers, finished 10 weeks at Old Rouman-
ian and opened in Brooklyn’s newest
nitery, Tropic Isle, December 28. .
HUDSON, Union City, this season has
Bartley Coyle and Harry James, new
props and carpenter, respectively. They
replaced ClIiff Bowers and Mike Nash. Re-
tained at Paul DeSavino, electriclan;
Jimmie Hillls, spotlight man, and Josh
Brandner, flyman. JOE DERITA,
Lee Trent, Harry Rose, Ray Parsons, Mimi
Reed and Yvette Dare are new principals
in Hollywood Casino nitery, Hollywood,
Calif,

LUCTLLE RAND, Hirst wheel feature,
is distributing a new illustrated folder
labeled “Accent on Desire.” Besides her
latest dance creation Silhouettes in Black,
her routines include Pan Americana,
Summer Time, Chinese Fantasy and Gar-
denia Patterns. BEN KORNFELD.
candy concessionalre was army rejected
and is now in liquor business in Washing-
ton, D. C. ANDY SORCIER, candy
butcher, moved from Indlanapolis to Bos-
ton at the Casino. . . SALLY KEITH,
doubling between Crawford House, Bos-
ton, and Rio Cabana, New Bedford, Mass.
(latter Sundays only) has seven brothers
in the service and with the loss of her
parents recently, is now the little mother
of the entire flock, GAIL PAGE,
recuperating from a nose bite by Suz-
anne’s 3cotty in dressing room at the
Globe, Boston, recently. BOBBY
(TABLES) DAVIS out of Diamond Horse-
shoe and into the army last week. . .
JOE DORRIS and Jean Rochielle held over
at Pastor's, Greenwich Village.

L] * .
FROM ALL AROUND:

PVT. TOMMY BRICE, just returned
from overseas, relates that while in North
Africa recently he was called upon to
emsee an all-WAC show, where he met
an old friend, Betty Raye, former Min-
neapolis chorine. She introduced
Tommy's new song, Tears In M Eyes, to
the fem soldiers.

MAGIC

By BILL SACHS

ANTE THE MAGICIAN closed his

legitimate theater season Saturday
(1) at the Palais Montcalm Theater,
Quebec, Que., and after a five-day lay-
off begine a tour of vaude houses in the
States until spring, when he is slated
to take his Sim Sala Bim mystery ex-
travaganza into New York for an in-
definite stand. George Alabama, veteran
press agent, who handled Dante's Cana-
dian tour, is presently in New York
scouting for an intimate theater to house
the Dante attraction. The mystery maes-
tro has plans for establishing a perma-
nent magic theater and school on Broad-
way. . . . Florida plans a return to the
outdoor amusement field the coming sea-
son. ... BER-MAR, mentalist, succeeded
Lou Hoffman, magicker, at Hotel Phila-
delphian, Philadelphia, recently when
the latter suffered a hand injury while
performing one of his tricks, forcing
him to cancel. . . . MAXINE makes for
the mistress of magic at Palm Garden,
Still Valley, N. J. . . . JIMAE is current
at the swank Club Royale, Detroit. . . .
JACK HERBERT wound up a week at
the Tower Theater, Kansas City. Mo.,
December 23, and remained over for
Christmas night to emsee the show for
servicemen, sponsored by The Kansas
City Star. He opened on the 27th for a
week at the 100 Club, Des Moines. . . .
MARIANNE AND CARLOS MIRANDA
conclude six weeks with their comedy
magic at the French Casino, New Orleans,
January 6, to join a unit to play T. D.
Kemp houses in the South. . . . C. A.
GEORGE NEWMANN, Minneapolls men-
talist-magician, has on display to vis-
iting magi his extensive magical library

(See Magic on page 25)

CLOUDS OF SMOKE(— -

and Many Other Amusing, Mystifying
Tricks From Finger-Tips and
Empty Hand
Just reach into the air, and produce
clouds of smoke — hundreds of them.
Rub your hands together, and give your
audience & genuine snowfall, Spin rib-
v bons three to five feet long.

{ ENJOY THE THRILL
¥

of holding your audience spellbound
th your professional skill. It's
tricky, it's entectaining, it's sen-
sational. AN you need im
? my Mystic Paste that
liquefies into action. Abso-
lutely no dangerous chem-
L icals used,
Send 50¢ for my tube that
will last for 35 full
i, performances. Or get
3 tubes for $1.00,
while they last.

M. C. REGAN LABORATORIES

Califon, N. J,

Melody Parade, Jordan’s figure was con-
sidered exceptional. It started vaude
bookers In the section to considering
seriously small combos for vaude fare.
Jimmy Lunceford hit the $20,000 mark
with his band and a show Including
Miller Brothers and Lois, Rose Murphy,
Dusty Fletcher and a pic, Here Comes
(See Biz Is Zowie on page 25)

Complete Facatrical Routing Instructions ;
3 N\

Con Be Obtoined By Luer
Hypn'ﬂ:-—- Fally E pl e .l
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FUNNIES

Salt Lake Area
Big N. Yr. Sans
11,000Workless

SALT LAKE CITY, Jan. 1.—Despite the
closing of the Utah Ordnance Plant,
throwing 11,000 persons in the higher
wartime bracket out of employment, there
was ne shortage on celebrations of the
new year in Salt Lake City and the In-
termountain West. Charges, not con-
trolled by the OPA, were upped sharply
in every instance, but there were com-
plete cellouts in every hot spot in this
section.

Empire Room of Hotel Utah, weeks be-
fore Naw Year’s had sold out all reserva-
tions, with a $7,50 cover charge, compared
to $5 last year, when dinner and cover
charges were combined. In Ogden, sec-
ond largest Utah city, Hotel Ben Lomond,
a class spot, was also sold out. Only war
casualsy was the Mirror Room of New-
house Hotel, which will not be opened
for the holiday trade, and has been closed
during the winter season. Covey’s Coco-
nut Grove Ballroom, normally $1.10 per
couple, with a floorshow as a special at-
tracticn, rated $3 per couple with a local
ork as feature. Jerry Jones’s Randevu,
which plays most of the name bands in
this sector, gets Noble Sissle’s ork for the
third straight week, with a floorshow, at
$3 per head, compared to $2.50 per last
year.

Harry Miles’s El Gaucho, Papiano’s The-
ater Cafe, the Chi Chi, Miles's Zephyr and
other niteries were all sold out, most of
them with regional bands, floorshow acts
booked thru Paul M. Savoy, and all with
cover charges upped and with food fees
carefully within OPA limits. Average
cover about $5 per person. It takes about
$25 per couple for squeezed space in any
Salt Lake nitery.

The film houses presented midnight
shows at $1.12 per person, including taxes,
as against 75 cents each without taxes in
1942, representing an increase of 331/3
per cent. Utah Theater, of the Intermoun-
tain theater chain, with Charlie Pincus,
manager, operated continuously from
openirg at noon, December 31, with the
holiday price tagged on at 11 p.m. that
day and ending at 8 a.m., January 1.

The early morning shows care for the
swing shifts hereabouts. The only flesh
show. the Lvric. with vaude. spotted one
extra show at midnight, beginning with
the acts and winding up at about 3 am.
with the pic.

4 Houses Full
Blast Mex. City

MEXICO CITY, Jan. 1.—Vaude may be
dead In some parts of the world, but not
in Mexico City.

Four strictly vaude-type houses Operat-
ing to capacity big. Shows run from two
to three hours,” with two shows nightly;
no mstinees. Prices range from 20 cents
to 120 (U. 8. currency). All run on
revue style, plenty of girls, speclal scen-
ery ard blackouts.

Houses using vaude-revue shows are
the Iris. Lirico, Ideal and Folies. A. B.
Marcus in at the Iris, following the Poco
Miller revue, which did $2,500 nightly for
a couple of months. Folies 1944 show
has 15 acts, featuring Americans, Arnold
and Hunter, dancers: Jaqueline Joyce,
contortionist; Dale Hall, dancer, and
Whirling Coeds, skating act. Lirico and
Ideal have from 12 to 15 acts.

Beatrice Kay’s Dates

After “Johnny” Fold-Up
NEW YORK, Jan. 1.— Following the
collapse of the CIO show, Marching With
Johnry, In which she starred, Beatrice
Kay will march out on the vaudeville road.
On January 21 she opens for a week at
the Earle, Philly.

So far her schedule calls for appear-
ances at the Stanley, Pittsburgh, January
28; RKO, Columbus, February 4; Shubert,
Cincy, February 11, and Keith, Boston,
March 3.

What’s in a Name? G-Men!

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—-The name
“Cotton Club” being in the public
domain, Mac Gersh used it for the
new place he opened here Wednes~
day (29). No sooner had he an-
nounced it In the ads, than the
Internal Revenue boys showed up
to inquire about the owners of a
previous place with that moniker,

Wash. Clubs Go
Space Mad--5
Pages for Hol.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1~—~Thursday edi-
tlons of The Washington Daily News car-
reid five full pages of nitery space, plug-
ging New Year’s Eve attractions, to set a
record for purchase of space by Washing-
ton night clubs.

Three spots purchased space to adver-
tise New Year’s Eve premieres. They were
Mardi Gras, operated by Georges Cham-
pion; Trade Winds, run in conjunction
with Ruby Foo's, and the Latin Quarter,

operated by owners of Old New Orleans,
an eatery.

Phila, N. Yr. Eve
Just Plain Big

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1. — The SRO
sign was up at all local niterles for New
Year's Eve, with reservations earlier in
the week piling up beyond normal ca-
pacities. Judged the bigzest holiday
celebration {n years, revelers were re-
quired to pay from $8 to 320 a couple
in the various resorts—with drinks all
extra. And despitc rationing of bitters
here, most of the gay spols scemed to
have an adequate supply.

The OPA, apparently on the side of the
revelers, had banned all price increases
in the cafes and hotels, and a spokesman
said, before the festivities started, “we’ll
probably check a few that might.”

S TAl

Comicsand Chz;rlie@ Drew Big
Coin at N. Y. Houses in 1943

Note: It Wasn’t All Sinatra

By PAUL ROSS

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—It was a big year
for funnies and dummies.

Vaudefilm houses reached into the four
corners of the show world for attractions
to fill the Broadway public’s bottomless
craving for entertainment. It was a year
of sight gags and ventrilo-
quists’ dummies, of dog
acts and flamenco danc-
ers, of movie folk and
ballet hoofers, of har-
monica players and prize
fighters—and so on, right
thru a happy, larruping,
fabulous year for vaude
house ledgers dripping
with black ink.

To a greater extent than is generally
realized it was a big.box-office year pre-
cisely because of the dummies and the
funnies. The spotlight of attention nat-
urally was focused on Sinatra and Good-
man and James at the Paramount, on
Danny Kaye at the Roxy, on Ellington
and Spitalny at the Capitol, and other
such glittering examples. But on those
many, many big weeks at the various
houscs, the dummies and the funnies were
in there pulling the customers and mak-
ing the cash box bell ring louder.

The funnles fell into two categories—
comedians and non-usual vaude items
drawn from legit, radio, night clubs and
elsewhere.

There’s many a show that would have
been literally poorer and shorter without
such funnymen as Jackie Mliles, Henny
Youngman, Willie Howard and Jerry Les-
ter. Miles appeared four times during
the year—something of a record—three
times at the Capitol alone. Durlng his
Capitol weeks the house grossed $40,000,
$56,000, $70,000, $53,000, $62,000, $50,000,
$53,000. He also played two weeks at the
State, where the take was $25,000 and
$20,000,

Youngman’s Fancy Takes
Then there's Henny Youngman, with

ARA Roster Seen Skying
Via AGVA Hook-Up as Pact

Goes Into Effect January 1

NEW YORK, Jan. 1—When the full
impact of the new American Guild of
Variety Artists-Artists Representative As-
sociation agreement is felt by the trade,
the ARA membership will go to some-
where near 200 from the present 150, ac-
cording to Sam Shayon, secretary-treas-
urer of ARA. The pact becomes effective
today (1) and will run for six years.

Shayon says that even before the agree-
ment was signed one important agent in-
quired about membership, and says that
talk in the percenter fraternity indicates
warm interest. Under the terms of the
treaty, an agent joining ARA (for a fce
of $50) gets a franchise from AGVA for
free. Otherwise he must =pply directly
to AGVA and pay the sam2 tap to stay
in business.

Shayon reasons that the franchise,
when added to the advantages to be de-
rived from ARA membership, should be
sufficient inducement for many hitherto
lone wolf agents to get organized. The
advantages provided by organization,
says Shayon, are these: (1) Existence of
a machinery for arbitration in dealing
with AGVA, plus the advice and counsel
of g group of agents with plenty of savvy;
(2) existence of machinery to disentangle

disputes between agents; (3) the respect
accorded by AGVA to another responsible
organization; (4) the known benefits of
collective action.

A hitherto unrevealed angle in the new
contract is that AGVA has agreed that
it will not give better terms to any other
agents’ organization than it has to ARA.
The effect of this, says Shayon, will be to
encourage agents in other cities to or-
ganize on the same terms, and while
this will not add up to a national body
paralleling AGVA, 1t will help to stabilize
the industry. In one sense ARA will be
national, however: out-of-town agents
who have representation in New York
will be allowed to come into the local
body.

A hint of the strength gained by ARA
thru the new treaty was glven by Shayon,
who declared that if a member were to
be suspended or exited by the body he
would automatically lose his AGVA fran-
chise. with a big “maybe” attached to his
possibilities of getting another one.

Another source incorrectly reported
that under the new contract agents must
submit all employver contracts to AGVA
or must file a weekly list of bookings,
says Shayon. All that is required is that

three appearances on the stem during
the year. While he was at the Paramount
the register showed $82,000, $67,000, $55,~
000, $44,000; at his Capitol appearance
the gross was $64,000, $62,000, $54,000; at
his State stance the take was $39,000.

And there’s Willie Howard, who was
seen in Broadway vaude houses three
times in the year. At the State, When he
was there, the tickets ran to $23,000; at
the Capitol the grosses were 865,000,
$50,000, $36,000; at the Strand the regis-
ter sang to $58,000, $38,000, $35,000, $30,-
000 (incomplete).

And there’s Jerry Lester, with two stops
at the Strand for weeks that showed

(See Funnies and Dummies on page 25)

Throttle Wide

OpeninMiami

MIAMI, Jan. 1.—Winter season got into
full swing with opening of Sam Barken’s
Beachcomber at the Beach, anad Lon
Walters’ Latin Quarter on Palm Island.
Thus all night spots are in full operation
with only two former leading clubs miss-
ing. Art Childers’ Royal Palm and Casa-
nova niteries are out definitely. Former
is still in the hands of the navy, and
Childers decided not to open Casanova.

Ciro’s, formerly the Nut Club, has been
barred from opening by the Beach city
council, after thousands of dollars had
been spent in improvements. It is hoped
a compromise may be effected soon to
change the ruling.

Actual number is about the same, as
the new Monte Carlo and Park Avenue
are now in operation.

Walters’ Latin Quarter show equals any
produced here and includes Radio Aces,
Doc Marcus and Lili St. Cyr. Also appear-
ing are Hibbert, Byrd and LaRue, and
Cicile Joy. Mme. Natalie Kamarova again
staging the chorus ensembles, a line of
12 girls, with George Kamarova directing.
Joe Candullg and ork (12) provide the
music. Quarter has a $2 minimum and
84 on Saturday, while Beachcombher starts
from $2.50, each giving two full shows
nightly.

Beachcomber bill includes Tito Carol,
TLauretta and Clvmas, Bob Parker (emsee),
Mignon, and Mayo and ork.

AGVA “Clears” 5,
2 More on Hook

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—In the last two
weeks the local chapter of AGVA has
signed up five night spots and removed
them from the unfair list, according to
Dave Fox, executive secretary. The newly
slgned niteries are the Cinderella and
Greenwich Vlillage Inn, both in the Village,
the Jinx Club and Embassy Club, Brook-
lyn, and the Melody Club, Union City
N. J.

This leaves local AGVA with only two
spots on the unfair lst — the High Hat,
Bayonne, N. J., and Jimmy Kelly's here.
Steps are being taken, says Fox, to wipe
the slate clean with these two places,
too.

the agent shall file his weekly booking
list.

The members of ARA have voted Shayon
a bonus of a $1,000 War Bond for his two-
year services In arranging the treaty.
Shayon acted as counsel to his organizae
tion, since he is a member of the bar.
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America’s Outstanding
Singing Duo

Folies Bergere, New York

NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS

Cotton Club, New York

Talent policy: Dance band and floor-

shows at 8:30 and 12. Operator-man-
ager, Arthur Lesser; maitre, Jack Appel;
publicity, Max Hecht. Prices: $2-$3
minimums.

After having closed the place almost
three weeks before, Arthur Lesser relit
his Folies Bergere on Tuesday (28) in
time to catch the New Year trade, with
a bill starring Lee Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror
columnist.

Program is titled Around ithe Town
and is built to tickle the amusement
palates of the Broadway crowd. For its
theme it uses the would-be bedroom ad-
ventures of Mortimer and Lou Seiler,
comedian-emsee. The could-be objects
of their affections are six hunks of pul-
chritude, including the featured Misses
Fleanor Troy and Billy Boze Manville.
Idea, which seems a little infantile, was

obviously the only way to enable Mor-
timer to earn his stipend, since it capl-

£k

THE CRANES

Still on tour with
“Holiday on lce”

Currentl tal{zes on his self-advertised “wolf” repu-
GLACIER GARDENS tation.

Columnist, at opener, was somewhat

San Dlego awkward on the floor but should snap

into shape with more practice. He con-
tributes just about the same thing other
newspapermen-actors have—a target for
those who like to gawk at a “famous”
personality.

The Diamond Brothers give the show
whatever real pep it has. These three
hard-working goofs bounce around for
a long, strong stanza of specialty songs,
gags, mugging, pratt-falls, dances, mim-
icry and neo-burlesque humor. They
garner a crop of laughs and a good mitt,

The rest of the bill is divided between
a fashion show of expenswe furs preened
about by the night club venuses, a turn
by the Worth Sisters with their in-
reverse peeling act, the clowning of Lou
Seiler and the chirping of Bea Saxon.
These items won fair applause and a
sprinkling of laughs from the customers.

Morty Gold’s society band (8) pro-
vides dance and show music. House, at
the supper show, was half full,

Paul Ross.

A NEW BOX-OFFICE
SENSATION"

PRINCESS. - °
and BABY X%

"ONCE IN A LAFF TIME"

oM O’NEAL

400 Ciub, St. Louis, Mo.

LEW
FOL

Magical
Juggler

JUST CONCLUDED

6 WEEKS
COLOSIMO’S, Chicage

Now Current of

KENTUCKY HOTEL, Louisville

Management—M. C. A.

Talent policy: Dance bands and floor-

shows at 10:30, 12:30 and 2:30.
Owner-operator-manager. Mac Gersh;
maitre, Mel Woolfolk; publicity, Ed

Jaffe. Prices: $2-2.50 minimums;
only.

liquor

After a three-year absence, the vener-
able name of “Cotton Club” came back to
Broadway on Wednesday (29), when Mac
Gersh opened a night spot with that han-
dle, on the site of the recently closed
Famous Door. The opening drew a showe-
business crowd, including Bill Robinson.
Premises have been slightly altered in an
effort to create a ‘“Down South” at-
mosphere. Spot will operate as a supper
club, serving sandwiches at $1 and up.

Initial entertainment bill is all-colored
and is arranged as a Cotton Club Revue,
with production and staging by Clarence
Robinson, and three original songs by
Henry Nemo.

Two acts stand head and shoulders
above the rest. One is Pearl Bailey, a tall,
personable gal with a husky voice and a
swell delivery. She put over 4 fast, socko
version of St. Louis Blues which left the
crowd calling “more!” She also handled
the featured original tune, Hard on Your
Heart, and did well with it, altho the song
is no world-beater. Number is a produc-
tion item, with chorus line of 10 coming
on for a sexy routine delivered in good

style, and Lovely Lane, a semi-nude
dancer, trotting out a wriggling slave
dance.

The other big act Is Jimmie Smith,
who appeared with one of the most re-
freshing novelty turns in a long time.
Nice-looking and possessing nimble feet,
Smith did a tap dance on a big xylophone,
knocking out skillful versions of St. Louis
Blues, Man I Love and Stardust. The
tunes are not merely recognizable; they
are actually “played” by Smith, with
touches of Interpretation and wit which
drew spontaneous plaudits from the cus-
tomers.

Rest of the bill offered the Royal Four,
a close-harmony group somewhat like the
Golden Gate bunch, who worked to a
good hand; Kaylon and Thompson, a pair
of tapsters who got an okay mitt with
their taps-on-toes and rope-skipping spe-
cialties; the Three Choclateers, eccentric-
acro terp team who worked overly hard
and long but to a fair response, and Lil-
lian Fitzgerald, a kind of dusky and in-
tensified Betty Hutton, who shouted,
wiggled and grimaced her way to an okay
reception. The emsee, Doc Wheeler, used
lengthy and tiresome intros. Line, rigged
in nifty costumes, showed intensive re-
hearsing in the way it delivered the snappy
routines.

Eddie South, with a 12-man band re-
cruited virtually at the moment of open-
ing, piped acceptable dance and show
music. George James’ small combo (5)
furnished some really nifty rumbs and
pop dance stuff. House about three-
quarters full at opening. P. R.

in Short
New York:

ETHEL WATERS goes into the hew
Zanzibar show when it opens mid-Feb-
ruary. RAY ENGLISH plays the
Academy January 21 and Keith’s, Boston,
February 25. . . The MILLS BROTHERS
are slated to do four weeks at the Capi-
tol beginning January 20, after which
they hop to Fays, Philly, for a week
starting March 10. ... JACK EDWARDS,
Frederick Bros.” vaude booker, became
the father of a boy, Jack Edwards Jr.,
December 27. DON REDMAN’S band
plays the Stabe January 13. . ERSKINE
HAWKINS ork goes mto the Apollo
January 7. . LUCKY MILLINDER
leaves the Savoy Ballroom January 6 to
begin a week at Fay's, Philly, the next
day. . LIL GREEN has parted with
Tiny Bradshaw s band for a month’s va-
cation. . WILLIE HOWARD, now at
the Strand, will go to the Florentine
Gardens, Los Angeles, and hops into the

(See IN SHORT on page 33)

Bedchcomber Miami Beach
Talent policy: Floorshow and dance
band. Shows at 8:45 and 11. Man-
agement: Sam Barken and Joe Barken.
Prices from $2.50.

The Beachcomber premiere Tuesday
(21) drew a packed house of the elite
first nighters and guests viewed the
transformation wrought by the new
owners. The impresarios also operate
the swank Five o’Clock Club and seem
to know what winter customers demand.

Maya and his Latin American ork pro-
vide the music and proved their worth at
the opener when the loss of the musical
score and dance arrangements handi-
capped them, but they came thru.

Bob Parker, a newcomer in these parts,
is the emsee. Parker seemed to have
a touch of first-night stage fright, but
his comedy rope dance wowed the patrons
Just the same.

Tito Coral, who is featured, should
duplicate the hit he made some seasons
back as a ballad singer.

Mignon, a dark-haired looker, gives
(See Night Club Review on page 29)

PAL BRANDEAUX

Extends many thanks
for wonderful engage-
ments during 1943

Two Copacabana, N. Y. City,
shows that ran a total of
36 weeks.

Roxy Theater, Atlanta, Ga., that
ran o total of 8 weeks.

Hotel Commodore, N. Y. City,
that ran a total of 26 weeks. -

LaMartinique, N. Y. City, that
rvan a total of 16 weeks.
also
Eight movie shorts for N. Y.
City picture studios.

A Happy and Victorious
1944 to all

CHEENA DE SIMONE DANCERS
Jan. 4, 1944

Frank Barbaro-Pefe lodice

Bowery Cafe
Detroit, Mich,

Dear Frank and Pete:

Taking this means of thanking you for 3rd
Return Engagement (16 weeks in 1943 and
now in 4th Holdover Week). Also happy you
like our new act (2 couples) so well.

Gratefully,

Cheena de Simone Dancers

DIFFERENT! UNUSUAL! SOPHISTICATEDI

MYSTIC CRAIG
= -'—‘]:”/li?ll-‘ T /Mm 1'::

Ak

THEATRES..o . CLUBS. « 'HOTELS'.
Direction:

ROGER E."MURREL
137 W, 48th St., N. Y. C,

And His Show Band
Solid Year at the Bowery, Detroit.

5-6-6-0-0-6
AER B o o

*-0-0-¢
-6

o000
L B L da g

BUNNY BRIGGS Anp

Dancer

Now appearing at STRAND THEATER, !Vew York, with Charlie Barnet’s Orchestra

"PEANUTS” HOLLAND

Trumpet
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Joe Marsolais Came

Thru in RR Wreck

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—Joe Marsolais, of
the William Morris cocktail lounge de-
partment, was in the Lumbertén (N. C.)
train wreck (December 16), which caused
the deaths of 60 to 100 people and in-
juries to many others. Marsolais scraped
thru the wreck without even getting his
glasses broken, altho the office spent
the hketter part of two days trying to
Jocate him,

He was in his drawing roonr, returning
from a two-week business trip to Florida,
when his northbound train struck an-
other Marsolais was thrown from his
bed, but picked himself up, searched for
his glasses and watch, dressed (sans
socksi and went out to give what aid
he could. Assoclates at the William
Morris office reported that he held dying
peopl2 in his arms, helped extricate the
injured from the wreckage and spent his
own money for food. One man he helped,
Eddie Davidson, wrote to him thanking
him for saving his life.

AGVA Exacts Daily

Fee as Protection

NEW YORK, Jan. 1, — Local office of
AGVA is putting a daily bite on two
newly opened night clubs considered
risky financial propositions, so as to amass
sums equal to the bonds both were un-
able to post. The relit Folies Bergere s
forking over $325 hefore the first show
goes on each evening, toward a total of
$2,278. The new Cotton Club ante'd up
3500 two days before opening. $350 after
the first two days, and must yleld $850
from its New Year’s Eve business, to make
up a total of $1,700,

Onece these sums are gathered up by
AGVA they will be held against a possible
fold by either place, and both will there-
after be expeeted to pay full, regular
weekly salaries.

L6 44-00960006000060000¢-
Now Booking En Route to the Coast ;

BOBBE CASTON i
;

2 4

Starting March 6 from Detroit
Exclusive Management

ROLLO S. VEST ENTERPRISES

1715 St. Antoine St.

Detroit 26, Mich.
R
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STANDARD ACTS
GIRLS AND LINES

Oan place you in Army Camp Shows playing
Louisiana and Mississippi. Write or wire

NAT D. RODGERS

ASTOR HOTEL ALEXANDRIA, LA,

STANDARD AND NOVELTY ACTS WANTED

(in fact, any good act desired!!)
for Night Clubs, Conventions, Banquets
Thesters. Write—Wire—Come In!

RAY S. KNEELAND

Amusement Booking Service
A.G.V.A. Franchised
416 Poar! Stireet BUFFALO 2, N. V.

and

CAN ALWAYS USE
TALENTED ACTS

suitable for
Night Clubs, Hotels or Cocktail Lounges.

ERNIE YOUNG AGENCY

155 N. Clark St. CHICACO, ILL.

ACTS WANTED |

ALL KIND FOR NIGHT CLUBS

BURTON THEATRICAL OFFICES

427-8 Lemcke Bldg, INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

STANDARD ACTS
& Cocktail Comhos Wanted
I'or Night Clubs, Cocktail I«unges, Hotels,

Theaters.
TOMMY SACCO THEATRICAL MART
162 N. State St., Chicago,

Ph.: Ran, 2242

Acts and Girls Wanted

Also Piano Players and Managers, Lots of Time
To Offer.

SOLLIE CHILDS

U. S. Army Shows
BAKEZR HOTEL  MINERAL WELLS, TEXAS

PHILLY SHANGRI-LA
REVERTS TO TYPE

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 1.—Dewey Yesuer
has returned the Gay Nineties flavor to
his Shangri-La in an effort to bring
the town’s newest spot back to its former
glory, when ringsiders found Harry Rich-
man and the Ritz Brothers on the same
kill during an earlier scason of major
names.

Originally opcning the rooth with
Grandfather’s Follies, Noel Sherman and
Billy Arnold, booking and producing the
shows, have whipped together a Father
Knickerbocker Follics, with Aunt Jemina
(Tess Gardell) in the lcad spot. Gay
Nineties cast includes Joc, Lou and
Marilyn Caites. Lou Nelson, Billy Branch,
Joe Burns and Company, Barrett and
Smith, Jacques Barrie and Renald and
Rudy.

Riviéra, Sky-Vu Get
Started in Dallas

DALLAS, Jan. 1.-—The Rivicra, new
nitery, opened here wilh Dick Mills’s
orchestra. Harry and Cscar May are
the owners and operators. Holiday sca-
son opened Friday (24) with Art Farrar
leading the former Gene Krupa bhand
and Marie Carrol as vocalist.

Another new club for Dallas is the
revamped Sky-Vu. Spot was operated
during the summer as an outdoor dance
spot. Building was recently remodeled
by Ben Friedman into an all-year night
club. Durwood Cline’s orchestra opened
the club’s holiday season Thursday (23)
with the Gaylord Sisters and a four-act
floorshow.

Case Where Hollywood
Names Needed Vitamins

NEW YORK, Jan. 1.—A case of man
bites dog developed here Monday (27)
at the Capitol Theater when a night
club act came to rescue of a Hollywood
product, instead of vice versa. Fay and
Gordon, dance team now appearing at
the Cotillion Room of the Pierre, were
brought in to bolster what is virtually
an all-Hollywood bill, inciuding Kathryn
Grayson, June Allyson, Nancy Walker,
and Rags Ragland.

Lou Holtz heads the unit, an MGM
baby, and Dick Himber is the ork. Holly-
wood unit makers showed sufficient lack
of savvy to line up thre2 singers and
two male comics on one program, making
for sameness with a venzeance. Hence
the Fay and Gordon booking, with team
to stay on bill until it ecloses.

MAGIC
(Continued from page 22)

and collection of rare and current mag-
icana which he has been gathering since
1896. The showing holds until February
15....JERRY BERGMAN, who has been
doing magic professionally since coming
to America from his mnative Czecho-
slavakia five years ago, has been ower-
scas for quite some time now entertain-
ing troops in Sicily and North Africa as
a member of the Adolph Menjou-Anna
Lee show. He is now in a North African
hospital recovering from illness, and as
soon as he is able to rejoin his outfit
will play all the hospitals over there.
Friends may address him PFC. Jerry
Bergman 32505946, 21 Spec. Ser. Co.,
APO 1763, c/o Postmaster, New York.
* L] =

L SHARPE scribbles under date of

December 22 from Buckley Field,
Colo., where he's stationed with the Army
Air Forces: “Have only a Zew more days
here. We've been taking tests and more
tests the last two weeks. On Christmas
Day the USO is staging a dinner for all
magicians stationed here, Recently I
met a certain fellow here who claims to
be the protege of Houdini. (This is the
200th Houdini protege I've run into.) He
kept me occupied three hours and 20
minutes, relating how great he was, and
proceeded to deal ‘bottoms’ and ‘seconds’
for almost an hour without interruption.
All my respects to him and others who
are skillful enough to accomplish such
ahtics with the pasteboards. I only wish
I were half as dexterous, but after what
I went thru for four hours I'm glad to
be able to warn others” . . . 8GT.
FRANK RUMBLE. profescionally known
as Frankie Gallagher and now stationed
at Barksdale Field, La.. passed his exam
December 21 to take aviation cadet
training. . . . GILBERT SAMPSON, doing
comedy magic under the billing of Izzie
Cohen, continues to entertain the mili-

tary men in and around Halifax, N. S.
... JUST IN RECEIPT of Percy Abbott’s
new catalog, No. 7, one of, if not the
finest, works of its kind ever to come off
a press, Comprises 640 pages crammed
full of stuff interesting to all magi, . . .
AS WE GO to press comes word of the
passing of Jess Thornton, veteran mua-
gician and formerly an assistant to
Percy Abbott in Colon, Mich. Further
details in Final Curtain, this issue.

IFUNNIES AND DUMMIES
(Contlinued from puge 23)
$53,000, $45,000, $39,000, %35,000, $60,000,
$58.000, $50,000, $10,000, $33,000.

See?

These Did Okay, Too

And Just to leaven the crop of availe
able comics, the following wcre brought
in: Johnny Burke at the State, twice;
the Chico Marx ork at the Roxy for $82,-
000, 75,000, $60,000; Molly Picon at the
State, $20,000; Jack Durante at.the Roxy,
during weeks of $105.000, $85.000, $95.000,
$70,000, $60,000; young Tim Herbert on
weeks when the grosses read $65,000,
$72,000; $66,000, $60,000, $50,000, $42.000;
Jack Marshall at the Paramount on weeks
of $90,000, 387.000 875,000, $65.000, $68,~
000, $50,000; Jerry Colonna at the Roxy
on weeks where the meter showed $112 -
000, $105,000 twice, $102,000, $78,000;
Harry Langdon at the State, $24,000.
And Lou Holtz, preparing to become an
MGM producer, had to be brought into
New York for the holiday show at the
Capitol, where the first wecek went to

$40,000 (incomplete).

In addition to the funnymen, look at
the categories of acts which walked,
stalked and romped across the local
boards during the year (the grosses are
given for the record).

Latins—Carmen Amaya at the Roxy for
stretches that glowed with $105,000, $85,-
000, $95,000, $70,000, $60,000; Carmen
Miranda, also at the Roxy, with beautiful
weeks of $105,000 and $108,000; Tito
Guizar at the State, $30,000,

Fighters—Tony Canzoneri at the State,
$21,000 and $23,000; Maxie Rosenbloom at
the State, $21,000.

Dogs, Horses and Seals

Animals—Gautier’'s Bricklayers at the
Music Hall, $123,000, $120,000, $112,000;
Carleton Emmy’s Dogs at the Music Hall
for $110,000 twice, $98,000, $85,000; Al
Gordon’s Dogs at the State $48,000 and
$36,000; Capt. William Heyer and horse
at the State. $24,000; Huling and seal at
the State, $38,000,

Dummies——Salici Puppets at the State,
$31,000; Boh Evans at the Paramount,
$90,000, $87.000. $75,000, $65,000, $86,000,
$50,000; Paul Winchell at the Paramount,
$80,000, $58,000, $55,000; Frank Gaby at
the State, $30.000, and Dick Buckley at
the Strand, $56,000, $49,000, $45,000, $42,-
000, $35,000 weeks,

Legit and Night Club Units—Best Foot
Forward unit at the State, $26,000; Latin
Quarter Revue at the State, $32,000 and
$30,000; Diamond Horseshoe Revue at the
State, $29,000.

Corn—Spike Jones at the State, $32.000;
Al Dexter at the Capitol for $70,000, $52,«
000. $38,000 weeks; Al Trace at the State,
$26,000 and $20.000.

Longhair—Paul Haakon and Patricia
Bowman at the State, $25,000 and $20,000;
Larry Adler at the Roxy for $80,000, $52, -
000, $51,000 weeks; Don Cossack Choir at
the Music Hall for $110,000 twice, $95.000,
$85,000, $120,000, $110.000 three times,
$116,000; Irina Baranova at the Roxv for
$60,000 and $47,000; Paul Haakon and
Pat Bowman at the Roxy for $90,000, $83,.
000 and $60.000 weeks; Grace Moore at the
Roxy for $73,000 and $60,000.

Personal Appearance Dept.

Hollywood—Una Merkel at the State,
$20,000; George Tobias at the Strand for
$58,000 and $45,000; Virginia Weidler at
the State for $25,000; Tlona Massey at the
Roxy for $112,000, $105,000 twice, $102,-
000, $78,000: Carole Landis at the Roxy
for $86,000 and $64,000; Chick Chandler
at the State, $30,000; Jean Parker at the
State, $38,000.

What have you?—Stripper Ann Corio
at the State, $30,000; Harvest Moon Ball
Winners, State, $29,000 and $30,000;
Powers Models, State. $25,000, $25,000 and
$20,000; Hannah Willlams (comeback fol-
lowing Jack Dempsey divorce proceed-
ings), State, $27,000,

Radio—Truth or Consequences unit at
the Roxy, $80.000: High, Low, Jack and a
Dame at the State for $48,000 and $36,-
000 weeks: Dunninger at the State, $21,-
000; Lower Basin Street unit at the Roxy,
$79.000.

And so it went. There were scores of

.Henny Youngman,

acts not mentioned here which helped
to make the Big Stem really hig durving
the year. In other words, it wasn'ty all
Sinatra,

BIZ IS ZOWIE

(Continued from page 22)
Kelly. Louis Prima, who opened Sep-
tember 1, also made the mark with 2
bhill which included Beatricc Kay and
Tru Worth., Pie was He Muarried Lhe
Ross.

Vaughn Monroe failed o hit the %20,-
000 mark by $1,000. This docsn’t by any
means put Mouroc in the class of lesser-
grossers. On the bill with Sylvia Lane,
Lorraine Krueger, Gene Sheldon and Lo-
retta and a pic, Hi Ya Chum, macstro
had to contend with exceptionally hot
weather that caused o general exodus to
the beaches and mountains despite gaso-
line rationing. Not only was this a bar-
rier in increasing the take, but the week-
cnd found no interurban streetecars run-
ning, virtually cutting off transportation
with 200 outlying communities.

The skyrocketing of grosses was not
due entirely to bhands. for revues helped.
Bill Robinson in a cutdown version of
his show, Born Happy, kunocked the
hoops from under the revue figure prece-
deut with a terrific $27,000. Robinson’s
dependability as a grosser was enhanced
by the fact that the show had appeared
in the Orpheum territory at both the
Biltmore and Mayan theaters. Earl Car-
roll’s Vanities and Nobody's Darling
tolled $22,000.

In considering grosses at the Orpheum
it must he pointed out that pic fare
during the year was never strong and
far from heing a terrific drawing card.

Singers did well at the spot but were
not exceptional, Dolly Dawn and Andy
Russell, on a bill with Alvine Rey, hit
an $18,000 mark. Russell left the show
after the first day. Helen Forrest, mak-
ing her dehut as a vocalist on her own,
hit a bad weather week with the gross
mark staying at $18.000. Miss Forrest
did $2,800 opening day, which is con-
sldered good. On the stage opening
night were Harry James, Martha Raye
and others. Event was well publicized.

Other bills included Gene Krupa with
$16,000 for six days with Ethel Waters
and Les Hite’s orchestra following for
eight days to pull $16,500. January 19
week show, headllned by Victor Borge
and the Merry Macs, hit five days of rain
but drew $15,000. Ritz Brothers pulled
$18,500. Ted Lewis, the only band to
play two weeks, scored $24,000 the first
week and $18,000 the second with only
a picture change.

Other grosses included Billy Rose’s
Ditmond Horseshow Revue, $16,000;
Horace Heidt, $18,000; Bombshells of
1943, $15,000; Benny Carter and his or-
chestra with Dooley Wilson, $19,600;
Sally Rand, $16,500; Bonnie Baker and
$16,500; George
White’s Scandals, $15,750; Gertrude
Niesen headlining, $17,000; Major Bowes
Prizewinners of 1943, $15,000; Glen Gray,
#16,000; Chico Marx, $17,000, and Freddy
Slack, $15,000.

The second half of the year was started
with Woody Herman and his orchestra
along with the Two Zephyrs, Paul Wine

(See BIZ IS ZOWIE on page 29)

McNALLY’'S BULLETIN No.
PRICE ONE DOLLAR

For Vaudeville, Musical Comedy, Burlesque,
Minstrel, Night Club Revues, Radio and

16

Dance Band, Entertainers. Contains:

18 Monologues, 8 Acts for Two Meles, ¥
Acts for Male and Female, 38 Parodies,
Ventriloquist Act, Female Act, Trio, Quar-
tet and Dance Specialty, Tab and Burlesque,

10 Minstrel First-Parts, Overtures and Fi-
nale, 41 Monobits, Blackonts, Review
Scenes, Dance Band Stunts. Hundreds of
Jokes and Gags. Remember McNALLY'S
BULLETIN No. 16 is only one dollar; or
will send you Bulletins Nos. 10, 11, 12 and
16 for $4.00, with money-back Guarantee.

WM. McNALLY

81 East 125th Street, New York

STROBLITE

LUMINOUS COLORS QLOW IN THE DARK
Spectacufar Effects with U. V. Blacklight,

STROBLITE (0. Dept. B-t. 35 W. 62 8t.
W l G s BEARDS
MAKE-UP
FREE CATALOG

F. W. NACK 3™l

OHIOAGO, ILL.
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. . *
Olympia, Miami
(Reviewed Wednesday Afternoon, Dec. 29)

This week’s bill opens fair and winds
up a smashing hit.

Page and Jewett crack the ice with
their unicycle turn, familiar to local
night spot patrons. Do the usual tricks
but add a new touch by using a good-
Iooking fernme, Kiki, at the side of the
stage to sing pop songs while they do
steps on the wheels.

Larry Kent, emsee, filled the deuce
spot. Larry’s gags failed to register, but
an impersonation of Sinatra warmed the
audience. Singing of Oh, What a Beauti-
ful Morning; People Will Say We're in
Love and Donkey Serenade netted him
good finish hand.

Roy and Irene Howard, comedy adagio
act, stopped the show with their wacky
antics. Had to beg off.

Yvette headlined and repeated her suc-
cess of last year, scoring heavily with her
deep, throaty voice. Opened with Comin’
In On a Wing and a Prayer, followed
with How Sweet You Are, Paper Doll,
When the Lights Go Up On Broadway
end closing after repeated recalls with

Tou Are Temptation. Won a deserved
smash hand.

Bob Easton closed, starting with some
stories and working with King Rector
and Miss Odette, midgets. He did an
adagio dance with Odette which was a
wow, Rector plaved two numbers on a
xylophone and one on the drums. A
pleasing act.

Pic, Henry Aldrich Haunts e House.
Biz capacity this show. L. T, Berliner,

State, New York

(Reviewed Thursday Evening, Dec. 39)

New Year bill adds up on paper to a
well balanced, all-round show: Jackie
Gleason to emsee and be comical, Eric
Blore to add more of same, Patricia Mor-
rison to chant, Carlton Emmy’s pooches
and terpers, and Ruth Harrison and Alex
Fisher. Staged, the combo shows up
spotty, with Gleason making an uphill
fight to pull it together and make it
tick. In fairness, however, it must be
stated that he had a job on his hands
at show caught. The customers were as
cold as a Nazi’s heart.

Opener by Emmy's dogs looked to get
the show off to a good start. The pooches
are clever and work as if they can't get
enough of it, which is a sure crowd-
pleaser. Emmy shows them to fine ad-
vantage and clicked for plenty of laughs
and a good hand. However, follow-up by
Eric Blore with an oldie, personal appear-
ance pitch (interview with stooge re-
porter angled on “I-don’t-want-to-play-
butlers-anymore"), slipped badly. Blore’s
material is run-of-the-mill and his tim-
ing ’'way off the beam. His exit left
Gleason in a chilled spot to intro Pa-
tricia Morrison and the low temperature
continued thru her two songs, Beguine
and FEmbraceable You. Team-up of
Morrison-Gleason clowning of a love
scene finally got the pew-sitters off their
hands again and the Morrison encore
went over for a click.

Gleason’s own specialty, radio and
clowned imitations routine which he
used recently in Artists and Models, put
the bill solidly back on its feet. Jackie’s
brand of nonsense went over with a bang
and he had the crowd right where he
wanted them,

Wind-up by Harrison and Fisher was

2600900900090 60060060006 60006000¢06000900000000000000000060005000000000900006086009080¢000000¢¢090000900904

& bbb
P 200R0AESRRARRE0E0050000000900032000000088tdvovryy]

My grateful

peeetortttectoPIRRe2 2220222222282

pEessedbesapstinestroesringacsie ettt as e

and thanks to

CHARLIE YATES

and

FREDERICK BROS.

for five smash weeks at

STRAND THEATER, New York

P.S.—TI’ll be seeing you in California!
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PATRICIA

Currently Loew’s State, New York

MORISON

a slow starter with an acro-ballroom
routine too studied and not too well
timed. But the pair followed thru
strong with a couple of satires that had
the fronters dusting their palms. Trave
esty from Three Cornered Hat was good
and a tango, as terped by a couple of
mournful morons, was better. Pair have
a fine flair for comic miming and should
stick to it.

State should get a good over-the-
holiday play in spite of bill's lull-spots
which may iron out to some extent as
week proceeds. Columbia’s war melo
Sahara packs enough rugged wallop to
lure in the customers. Bob Francis.

Strand, New York

(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Dec. 31.)

Strand changed bllls a week later than
the other houses on the street but has
enough on tap to slug it out for honors.
On the screen is pictortal dynamite, Des-
tination Tokyo, and on the stage is talent
aplenty. Show is strong enough to stand
on its own, but sags at the end and the
powerful early impression is blurred.

Charlie Barnet is back after a slight
detour via the rival Capitol a few months
back and preserves three of the choicest
morsels from that show: his trickily lit-
up scrim opening which is the only hon«
est-to-goodness stageshow intro seen since
Duke Ellington used the same thing
years ago; Things Ain’t What They Used
To Be, featuring Barnet's alto sax, Pea-~
nuts Holland’s vocal blues and a power-
house arrangement, and the same Hol-
land’s singing and trumpet playing of
I Like to Riff. Riffing was never better
and the holiday mob lapped it up.

Also with Barnet is Harriet Clark, who
warbles I’'ve Had This Feeling Before and
Don’t Want To Be Alone, in a fairish voice
that was helped no end by the up-and-
at-’em pace at which the early part of
the show was geared.

Ella Mae Morse, the Cow-Cow Boogie
gal playing her first stage date in this
town, recelved a reception at her entrance
and retained the good will with her per-
formances of Milkman, Keep Those Bot-
tles Quiet; Cow Cow and Shoo-Shoo Baby,
her latest recording. Lanky kid who hit
the jackpot via a couple disks surprised
with her assured stage presence and show-
wise use of hands and body.

Bunny Briggs, Negro tapster, proved
one of the most entertaining youngsters
seen In these parts. Has a satchel full
of steps (eccentric jive) that are instan-
taneous applause getters and he mopped
up with two numbers.

Then came Lowe, Hite and Stanley and
the show slowed down. The odd-sized trio
16 still adroit at exploiting their midget
and glant combination, but it's become a
bit too routine and fails to collect the
laughs it should. Wind up by mouthing
their way thru a couple of recordings in
pantomime and bring something fresh
into that stale business by doing Sonny
Boy with the two-footer working on the
eight-footer’s knee.

Barnet closes the show with the old de-
vice of playing identifying tunes of vari-
ous band leaders. Does it well and
might have ended on a high note but the
platform was descending before the med-
ley is over and the customers scrambling
for seats overshadowed everything else.

Two-hour walt for seats all day.

Elliott Grennard.

“Curtain Time®

(Reviewed at the Curran Theater, San
Francisco, Monday Evening)

Paul Small’s Curtain Time opened at
the Curran Monday (27) and was grected
enthusiastically by a capacity house.
Strictly a two-a-day vaude type, bill was
confined to two parts. Show was differ-
ent from the previous revue titles as it
lacked an emsee. .

Heading were Chico Marx and Connee
Boswell, both on in the second half.
While the latter held up her end of the
billing, Marx disappointed with an act
that brought the pit orchestra onto the
stage In a couple of jive routines that
had little variety or sock. But when
Marx got down to plano playing he dem-
onstrated his knowledge of the business.
Tried to banter with the audience but
got nowhere.

Audience went all out for Boswell.
Singing from her wheel chair, the lovely
Connee offered Shoo-Shoo, Baby; Oh,
What a Beautiful Morning, The Victory
Polka and Paper Doll. Scored heavily
with her Stormy Weather interpretation.

First half opened with the Miller
Brothers and Lois, a sepia trio, who
clicked with their staccato tap rhythms
on the floor and atop narrow tables. Got

Orpheum, Los Angeles

(Reviewed Saturday Aftermoon, Dec. 25)

This spot stretched its schedule to
open Bob Chester and his orchestra and
Tito Guizar on Christmas Day. Pulling
out after 10-day run was Dave Ellman’s
Hobby Lobby. To capture the holiday
trade and to serve as a preface for the
New Year's Eve show, Orpheum has a
very strong show on deck. Other acts
include Three Little Sisters and Tim Her-
bert. Pic is Pistol Packin’ Mama, a Re-
public opus.

With Chester and Guizar drawing on
the marquee, the second afternoon show
had a full house. Patrons were about
equally divided between those following
Chester and those {following Gulizar.
Guizar’'s followers were mostly Mexicans
and his reception was more enthusiastic
than that given Chester.

Chester emsees nicely and throws his
orchestra (seven brass, three rhythm and
four reed, excluding the maestro’s sax)
into all-outers to good results. Notice-
able with the ork is that Chester singles
out few men to take the spot, depend-
ing strictly upon sections for featuring.
Since the individual sections are strong,
it's a nice move.

Following an sall-outer, Chester takes
the mike for a bit of saxing on I Love
You with the four muted trumpets com-
ing in for a bit. Reed section also gets
the light with the maestro playing along
with the three sax and clarinet deal.
Paper Doll is neatly done up in a swell
arrangement with the reeds again pre-
dominating. Rollo Get With It, an origi-
nal by Paul Jordan, pianist, makes a
good fill in. A fast arrangement does for
the finale. Pretty Betty Bradley adds
to the band’s entertainment value with
her swell vocals. On Candlelight and
Wine effective lighting focusing atten-
tion on the delicately colored back-drop
and “Merry Xmas” greeting adds to the
nicety of her volce. Shoo-Shoo Baby
proves Miss Bradley's versatility to do
both fast and sotto voce passages. A
novelty about the first kiss with the
vocalist mugging dynamlically justifies
her beg-off applause. All in all, Chester
and his boys turn in a job with maxi-
mum amusement value,

The Three Little Sisters, acro act, gets
off to a slow start with spot somersaults
overdone in the opening phases, Warmed
up, they get down to hard work with an
aerial split by one of the girls while the
other two hold a hand to swing her in
mid-air. Tim Herbert mimics dance
teams in pantomime and his take-off on
a Russian diplomat finds him with bare
legs, glving the impression that he has
removed his pants, gets plenty laughs.
Rolling down his trouser legs from under
coat length, he continues with take-offs
on Katherine Hepburn, George Sanders
and Ronald Colman for more applause.

Tito Guizar's appearance brought a
round of applause that shook the raft-
ers. Having the audience in his hand
from the start, Guizar had little trouble,
Besame Mucho warmed up and was fol-
lowed with White Christmas. Perfidia
and another Latin-American flavored
tune won the plaudits of his Spanish
fans, even tho he did end the medley
with Pistol Packin’ Mama, Begin the
Beguine was superbly done. Guizar ex-
pressively warbled a Mexican tune with
an interlude of God Bless America, going
into Chui Chui and finishing with El
Rancho Grande. Not only was his sing-
ing inspirational to his Spanish follow-
ers but also to the Americans whose
tastes include Latin tunes done up in a
silk-smooth rendition, Sam Abbott.

away to a flying start. Diosa Costello,
billed as the Puerto Rican tornado, on
next. Something of the Carmen Miranda
type. Swings a willowy torso to a group
of red hot Latin tunes. Mixed it with
a partner in a sailor uniform in a rumba
finale.

Gene Sheldon, who followed, really
cracked down on the laugh department
with his zany comedy and trick banjo
strumming. His panto with needle and
thread was the big favorite. Closed with
a femme stooge in a yokel demonstration.
Buck and Bubbles on next. The two
Negro boys are old hands at vaudeville,

(See Vaudeville Review on page 33)
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Talent as Patsy
In Liquor Drop

On West Coast

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 1—Gloomy 1944
outlook for night club talent was foreseen
when an American Guild of Variety Art-
ists’ spokesman sald that liquor short-
age may force many of the smaller niterles
to shuiter after January 1. Liquor situa-
tion has been growing steadily worse dur-
ing the past few weeks and it is expected
that New Year’s Eve business will further
deplete the fast-diminishing stocks.

On top of the liquor shortage headache
was the claim made by several bar op-
erators that they will not be able to op-
erate with the new 30 per cent liquor tax
and still maintain floorshows. Swing
away from using night club talent has
already been noted here, with Sugar Hill,
Vine Street club, dropping its acts and
sticking with a band only. Many other
spots pn Vine Street and on the houle-
vard are reported to be ready to ditch acts.

AGVA says that unless a miracle hap-
pens there will only be a small percentage
of night club talent working next year in
this area unless the situation improves
sharply.

Many Hollywood spots have been un-
able to get bourbon for a month, peddling
rum snd wine over the bars. One small
club cp said he frankly could sce no sense
in continuing his floorshow when he had
no liquor to sell his customers.

According to those close to the scene,
the cnly spots which will retain their
floorshows are the Class A niteries such
as Earl Carroll’s and the Florentine Gar-
dens.

Many of the smaller club owners are
burned, claiming that the hig spots can
afford to hire talent and still pay the 30
per cent liquor tax, but that the neighbor-
hood bistros will be out in the cold.

Night club acts are going to feel the
brunt of thke liguor shortage and the
effects of the new tax, say those in the
know. Most acts took a beating during
the depression years and now that dough
is rolling it again. stand to lose out.

Standard Turns
“Save” Name Bill
At N. Y. Capitol

NEW YORK, Jan, 1.—Tt's man-bites-dog
at the Capitol this week for the unusual
has happened and a set of vaude acts
have come to the rescue of a Hollywood
product, instead of vice-versa.

Hcuse is playing a unit whipped up by
MGM, including Xathryn Grayson,
Nancy Walker, June Allyson, Rags Rag-
land and Lou Holtz to keep the works
going. However, soon after the unit
opened last week a situation developed
which Ben Serkowich. manager, calls un-
precedented in show business. The pro-
gram just had too many stars.

On the advice of Loew’s (MGM), Ser-
kowich hooked three vaude-night club
acts into the bill this weck, to leaven it
and make it move faster. The acts called
on for the rescue job are: Fay and Gor-
don, doubling from the Cotillion Room,
Hotel Pierre; Maurine Cannon singer, and
Wally Boag. the balloon man.

You ought to see us now, opines Ser-
kowich.

Marcus Unit Muffs Mex.
Iris Opening But Gets
Going, Looks Like 2 Mos.

MEXICO CITY, Jan, 1,—A. B. Marcus,
set to open December 16 at the Iris,
struck some transportation troubles and
missed the first show completely. Second
show started 45 minutes late.

It’s Marcus’s third trip to Mexico. His
present unit features dancer Leon Miller,
apache dancers Latasha and Lawrence
and Negro baritone Lorenso Roberson,
plus 40 colored girls, TUnit has seven
production numbers, and show runs
slightly over two hours,

Big hit, besldes the principals, is the
Heart of Texas number in which the
customers are invited on the stage to
terp with the girls to the tune of cow-
boy music.

Unit set for indefinite run and Marcus
hopes to do at least two months here.
Followed the Poco Miller revue, which
did $2,500 nightly.

cl—-cocktail lounge; h-—hotel;
taurant; t—theater,

R()UTES

Explanahon of Symbols: a—auditorium; b—ballroom; c—cafe; eb—cabaret; ec—country club;
nc—mght club; p—amusement park; ro——-rocdhouse

re—res-

(Routes are for current week when no dates
are given)

A

Aarons & Broderick (Orientaly) Chil 3-6, t;
(Palace) Fort Wayne, Ind,, 7-9, t; (Rialto)
Joliet, IIl., 12, ¢.

Amazing Mr. Ballantine (Oriental) Chi, t.

Anthony & Alien (Glenn Rendezvous) News
port, Ky., nec.

Ard, Dottie (Clover Bar) Chi, nc,

Arnell, Amy (La Martinique) NYC, nec.

Art, Duke (Pierre) NYC. nc.

Autelaks, Five (Riverside) Milwaukee, t.

B
B%{er, Zig & Viv (Nell Haouse)

Banks, Warren (Rockhead’s Paradise) Monte
real, until Feb. 11, nc.

Barrys The (Chez Paree) Chl,

Barton & Brady (Colosimo's) Chl 27-Jan. 7,

Belmore, Barbara (Ball) Phila, ne.

Biack, Betty (Copacabana) San Franclsco,
until Jan. 16, nc,

Blakstone, Nan (Olmsted) Washington, h,

Blackstone (Orpheum) Wichita, Kan., t.

Blore, Eric (State) NYC, t.

X aneie Bowp X

AMERICA’S FINEST @lrl Instrumental-Veeal Act.
Pers. Rep, Allen Rupert, 461 Audubon Ave,, N.Y.C,
Current Booking Aquarium, New York City.

Columbus,

Bowan, Sibyl (Earle) Washington, t.

Briggs, Bunny (Strand) NYC, t.

Buckley, Dick (Michigan) Detroit, t.

Burke, Johnny (State) NYC,

Burke, Johinny (Capitol) Wachington, t.
Burns Twins & Evelyn (El Cortez) Reno,

Nev,, h,
Burton’s Birds (Bowery) Detrolt, nec,

C

Callalan Sisters (Rio Cabanaj Chi, ne.
Carey Twins (Belmont Plaza] NYC ne.
Carlisle, Chartlie (Bowery} Detroit, nc.
Carlton & Juliette (King Edward) Toronto. h.

Carr Bros. (Earle) Washington, t.
C;trroll. Earl, Vanities (RKO-Boston) Bos=
on, f.

Carter & Morland (Riversida)
Casto, Isabelita (Clover Club)

ne.
Caston, Bobbe (Three Sixes) Detroit,
Jan. 24, nc.
Chandler, Arlyne (La Conga) NYC, hec.
Chesman, Ann (Patlo) Cincinnati, ne,
Chords, The (El Rancho Vegas) Las Vegas,

ev., h,
Clark, Lillian (Casbah) NYC, nc.
Cooper, Karen (Copacabana) NYC, nc.
Cox, Wolma (Copacabana) NYC, nc.
Crane, Carol (Royale) Detrait 27-Jan. 6, nc.
Cranes, The (Glacier Gardens Ice Arena) San
Diego, Calif.,, until Jan. 14.
Curran, Vince (Club 18) NYC, ne.

D
Davis, Lee (Glenn Rendezvous) Newport, Ey.,

Milwaukee, t.
Los Angeles,

until

ne.
De Croff, Ann (Astor) Montreal, ne.
Della & Drigo (George Washington) West
Palin Beach, Fla, until Jan. 16,
De Simone, Cheena (Bowery) Detroit, ne.
D'Ivons, The (Rlo Cabana) Chi, nc.
Diamond Bros. (Folles Bergere) NYC, nc.
Dixon, Gaye (Club 18) NYC. ne.
D'Rey, Phil (400 Club) St. Louxs ne.
Duncan Sisters (Sheraton) NY
D;ﬁ{{ CI,Bennett Richard (Vﬂlage Vanguard)
, nc.

Tarls, Four (Iceland) NYC, ne,
Edwards Sisters (Paramount) NYC,
Elliott, Leonard (Paris Qui Chante) NYO ne.
Estralita (Rio Cabana) Chi, nec.
Ewing’s Pets (State) NYC, t.
Evans, Steve (Orpheum) Minneapolls, t.
F
Fay & Gordon (Pierre) NYC, h.
Fay, Prances (Latin Quarter) Cht, cl.
Fisher. Buddy (Latin Quarter) Chi, cl.
Pitzgerald, Lillian (Cotton Club) NYC, ne,
Floretta & Boyette (Orpheum} Oakland, Calif.,
6-13, t; (Oregon) Klamath Falls, Ore, 142

15, t.
Fon{aine, Diana (51 Club) NYC, nc.
Foﬁd Ld & Whitey (Beverly Hills) Newport,
Yo
F'rancis. Marian (Beverly Hills) Newport, Ky.,

cc.

Prank & Lee (Edgewood) St. Joseph, Mo,
27-Jan_ 8, ne.

Franks, Four (Palace) Colmmbus, O., t.

Frasier, Pete, Trio (Bandbox) Baltimore, cl.

Frederlcks. Chester (Michigan) Detroit, t.

G

Garrett, Patsy (Colony Club) Chi, nc,

Gibson. Karen (Iceland) NYC, nc.

Gill, Jeffrle, & Evan Price (Bellerlve) Kansas
City, Mo., h.

Giraldo, Alex {Trouville) NYC, nc.

Gleason Jackie (La Conga) NYC, ne,

Gleason. Jackie (State) NYC, t.

Gloria & Howard (La Hula Rumba) Hono-
Iuluy, T. H.,, nc,

Glover & LaMae (Mayflower) Akron, h.

Gory, Gene, & Roberta (Temple) Jacksonville,
Fla., t.

Gould, Caryl (Riobamba) NYC, nc,

Grayson, Kathryn (Capitoh) NYC, t.

Green, Jackie (Rioc Cabana) Chi, ne.

Grevs, Five (Riverside) Milwaukee, t.

Guvse Shvila (American Legion) Columbus,
o

Gwy'x':, Jack, & Co. (Colosimo’s) Chi, ¢.

H

Harrison & Fisher (State) NYC, t.
Hartnells, The (Blackhawk) Chi, re. »
Hembry, Jack (Wivel) NYC, nc.

Henrie, Flo (Club Alabam) Chl. ne.
Herbert, Jack (100 Club) Des Moines, no.
Hoctor, Harriet (Capitol) Washington, t.
Hollywood Cover Girls (Orpheum) Omaha, t.
Holtz, Lou (Capitol) NYC, t.

Hope, Glenda (Jimmy: Kelly s) NYC, ne.
Hune, Elayne (Monte Carlo) NYC, nec.
Hutton, Marion (Earle) Phila, t.

Imaginators, The (Beverly HIills) Newport,

Ky., cc.

=Sepia Abbott & Costello—

Baron Lee & Troy Brown

NOWe=Featured Indefinitely on
Hirst Circuit,

Write Y
we  JOLLY JO

hone
wa_'"u‘ 4677 Eal’]e Theater Bld“
Walnut 9461 PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Jaxon, Great (Howard) Boston, t.
Jules & Webb (Mayflower) Akron, O., h,

Keller, Dorothy (Chicago) Chi, t.
Kelly, June (The Brook) NYC, cl,
Kim Loo Sisters (Michigan) Detrolt, ¢.
Knox, Dorothy (Copacabana) NYC, nc.
Kurtis Marlonettes (Blackhawk) Chl, re,

L

Lane Bros. (Michigan) Detrolt, t.

Lang, Lou, Trio (Copacabana) NYC, nc.

Latin Quarter Revue (Palace) Cleveland, t.

LaVola, Don, & Carlotta (Utah Canteen Serv-
ice) Salt Lake City, until March 15,

Law, Mildred (Copacabana) NYC, nc.

Lee, Bob (Wivel) NYC, re.

Lester & Irmajean (Beverly Hlills) Newport,
Ky., 27-Jan. 8, cc.

Lindsay's. Earl. Glamorettes (Glenn Ren-

dezvous) Newport, Ky.. nc

Lloyd & Willis (Albee) Cmcmuatl

Louis & Cherie (Last Frontier) Las Vegas,
Nev., until Jan, 26, nc.

Lowe, Hite & Stanley (Strand) NYC,
Feb. t

Lucas, Nick (885 Club) Chi 4-17, nc.
Lynn, Ginya (Belmont Plaza) NYC, h,
Lynn, Herbie (Showboat) Cleveland 7-20, nc.

M

McIGo(vivan & Mack Ice Revue (Statler) Cleve-

an

Maghandis, Two (Rockhead’s Paradise)
Montreal, until Jan. 11, ne.

Maritz (Blue Danube! Chi, nec.

Martin, Elizabeth Talbot (Glenn Rendczvous)
Newport, Ky., ne.

Marvelletes, Six (Latin Quarter) Boston, nec.

Mastery, Juliet (Helene Curtis Lounge)
Charleston, S. C.. cl.

M=aihews, Lucille (885 Club) Chi, nc.

Maurice, Bob (Paris Qui Chante) NYC, nec.

0. D. MACK

THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES
602 Shubert Bldg. PHILADELPHIA, PA.
Phones: Kingsley 9012—~-Jefferson 1509

Exclusive Manager
HWARRY McKAY

Exceptlonal Singer and Guitarist
Now at CLOCK GRILL, 69th Si, Phila,

Open for Hotel and Ciuh Dates

until

Pa,

Maurice & Andrea (Dixle Inn) Brunswick,
Ga., 3-14, uc,

May, I\Ialty (Stanley) Pittsburgh, t

Maysy & Drach (Alpine Village) Cleveland
ne.

Merry Macs {(Riverside) Milwaukee, t.

Middleton, Sam (Park Lane) Buffalo, h.
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