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FRANKIE LESTER
Vocalist with Ted Lewis
TANGLEFOOT &
. BEATEASTE
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BENNY VAN
Class with Taps

RAY SNEED, JR. 6
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TED OLIVER TRIO

EDDIE SHEPPARD

THREE MUSICAL RIFFS
HARRY DOBBS & His Boys
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JACK CURTIS—M. C. ‘A Mise
BETH CALVERT—Songs
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Blitzing Hitler’s Footlights

Bombs, Actors and Audiences

N atl‘ SCI'Vlce But Taxes Are Due Mar. 15

Act as Threat
To Ent’t, Sports

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15—When Presi- |

dent Roosevelt sent his message to Con-
gress this week urging enactment of a
national service law he may have set into
motion a force that will have far-reach-
ing effects on showbiz.

The threats to the entertainment
business are obvious, for the measure
is designed to bring specifically into the
war all of the people who for one reason
or another are not qualified for army
service,

Under a national service law an actor
not in the army because of physical un-
fitness could be drafted for work on a
farm or in a coal mine. A radio enter=
tainer could be put to work in an air-
craft factory. So far no definite bills
have been announced showing precisely
how the man-power draft would operate,
but all discussions have indicated that
persons not directly engaged in war
work would be thrown into a gigantic
labor pool to be put to work doing what
was needed most at the time.

Quick to react to the President’s rec-
ommendation was the sports fraternity,
which immediately saw a threat to con-
tinuation of its professional existence.
Obviously pro baseball and football
couldn’'t continue if grandfathers made
up the teams, and an immediate reac-
tion came from sports leaders.

Draining 4-F’s Over 38
Representative Weiss, a former pro
football referee, Wednesday (12) asked
for classification of foothall and baseball
players as war workers in order that
they might escape a labor conscription.

Administration leaders have estimated
that a labor pool of about 6,000,000 men
could be made up of 4-F's and physically
fit persons over 38 years of age. Con-
scription of this sort would virtually
paralyze the entertainment business
which already is suffering badly from
talent depletion as a result of service
inductions. If 4-F's and persons over 38
are taken out of showbiz, little in the
male line would be left.

It is difficult to appraise the weight
of the threat since it is still too early
to determine what strength the national
service act could claim in Congress.
Already AFL and CIO leaders have de-
clared opposition to it, and it is defi-
nitely known that a sizable opposition
€exists in the Senate.

3 Circus Press Agents
Fronting Paralysis Fund
—Kelley, Lester and Lang

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. — Three circus
space-grabbers are included in the flack
roster of the National Foundation for
Infantile Paralysis for its 11th annual
fund appeal and March of Dimes.

They are Allen J. Lester, Ringling Bros.’-
Barnum & Bailey p.a. and alumnus of the
REKO Texas-Oklahoma circuit; Don Lang,
who worked for the Ringling “Spangles”
in Madison Square Garden last summer,
and Bev Kelley, boss of the Big Show's
radio department for some years. Kelley
is heading national publicity for the
Foundation’s fund appeal for the second
successive year.

Lester today is attending a White House
Iuncheon prior to a radio network broad-
cast featuring Mary Pickford, head of the
women's division of the Foundation, and
Mrs. Roosevelt. For the next two weeks,
until the Waldorf Astoria party to climax
the drive, he will squire Miss Pickford
on a tour of 12 cities to plug the drive.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Actors
and night club entertainers re-
ceived good news this week when
WPB announced that after March
1 they would no longer have to
turn in old tubes when they
purchased new greases, paints
and cosmetics.

Tube returning was a nuisance
to entertainers using large quan-
tities of grease paints, and junk-
ing of the requirement is expected
to be warmly received by showbiz.
Regulation was adopted by WPB
when the tin situation was acute.

Deal Sets Revival
For Chi Coliseum

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—The Coliseun,
once the leading stadium of Chicag0
but out of the running for a number
of years, will make a comeback as the
result of a deal consummated late yese
terday whereby Fred Morelli, politician;
and Leo Seltzer, promoter of roller derby
fame, acquired the Coliseum for a ree
ported purchase price of $300,000.

New owners announce that they will
spend more than $200,000 to rehabilitate
the bullding for sports events, ‘conven-
tions and shows, Building, occupied by
the Army Alr Force School since the
summer of 1942, was recently turned
back to the owners, the Jennings Estate.

Make Goebbels & Himmler

Squirm, Heilers Tense

Death Awaits Thespian Party Line Violators
By FRANK GILL

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—One of
Nazidom’s main morale props—the
theater—has suffered a terrific jolt

from recent Allied bombing raids.
Reports filtering thru from neutral
and underground sources indicate
continued success for
the Allied offensive
aimed at lowering
German morale, With
the raids, Berlin’s legit
boom, which paral-
leled Broadway's cur-
rent golden harvest of
crowds and cash, has
taken a stiff nose-
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dive, and Dr. Goebbels is finding it a
tough proposition now to keep Germans
heiling happily with legit.

Prior to the raids, Berlin’s 35 legit,
opera and variety houses were doing a

land-office business. The S. R. O. sign
was a regular nightly sight outside most
of the houses and advance bookings
heavy. Specs made hay with the drama
devotees, who flocked to see revivals of

Television, Movie Tie-Ups
Pointed in Annual Commerce
Department Forecast for 1944

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Commercial
television is now an accomplished fact
and is only waiting for the war to cease
when it will become available to the
public at a price well within the means
of the average person, the Department
of Commerce declared this week in a fore-
cast for industry in 1944.

Motion pictures will play an important
part in television broadcasting, the De-
partment of Commerce declared,” and
many film companies have already se-
cured interests in leading video outfits,

In making the announcement on ac-
quisition of control of television by
movie interests, the Department of Com-
merce made no comment and gave no
indication as to whether it considered
this a favorable or unfavorable factor in
development of the sclence.

Commenting on developments in the
radio industry, the department predicted
that during 1944 radio industries may ex-
pect to supply consumer demand only to
the extent to which production in these

industries exceeds war requirements. It
was thought doubtful that radio receiver
sets will be produced for civilian use dur-
ing 1944 because of the large backlog
of war orders.

Philco to Tele
Blue Net Show
From Ritz Thea.

Relay Station in N. J.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 156. — Philco’s
Radio Hall of Fame will be the first
regular network show to be picked up by
the television cameras, according to plans

(See Philco Tele at Ritz on page 20)
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the classics, including Shakespeare (still
a pop playwright despite the fact that
he’s English) and leading “Aryan” Teu-
ton authors. Sandwiched in hetween such
fare were numerous dramas and com-
edies dancing to Goebbels’ tune,

Raids Blast 17 Theaters

Came the raids and approximately 17
of these theaters were put out of com-
mission either temporarfly or perma-
nently. In addition, several cases of
theatergoers being trapped in the thea-
ters during railds, with a resultant high
death toll, kept plenty of folk home,
where they missed the dose of morale-
boosting entertainment. Similar stories
are told of Hamburg, Hanover, Bremen,
Cologne and Leipzig. In Leipzig the
Apollo Theater and the Opera House
have been blasted to rubble. Just how
many of German’s total of 262 State,
municipal and provincially owned houses
have been put out of commission cannot
be gauged too accurately, but if scat-
tered reports are any criterion, the raids
have put a crimp in the widespread use
of all these houses for selling the
swastika. Just prior to the raids a dozen
theaters which had been privately owned
were taken over by Heinrich Himmler as
Minister of the Interior and guardian of
the country’s culture.

That Goebbels and Himmler had their
headches backstage even during the pre-
raid legit boom is evidenced from storles
which reveal that Germany’s 8,028 actors
and actresses were not all sold 100 per
cent on the Third Reich. Certain “stars”
such as Emil Jannings, who is a great
hetler and is consequently a top name in
movies and on stage; Werner Kraus and

(See BLITZING HITLER’S on puage 19)

Mpls. USO’s 1,455
Bills for Million
GPs—-A to Z Tastes

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan, 15.—More than a
million military men in the Minneapolis
area were entertained at 1455 programs:
sponsored by USO in the two years the
org has functioned here, Ray C. Jen-
kins, director of the army and navy en-
tertainment committee, said in his final
report presented along with his resigna-
tion.

Because of other dutles, Jenkins, sales
manager of KSTP-NBC, has tendered his
resignation to Josiah E. Brill, of Min-
neapolls, USO council chairman. Dur-
ing his regime, Jenkins staged shows at
Fort Snelling, Wold-Chamberlain naval
alr station field, U. 8. Veterans’ Hospital,
Camp Savage, Camp Ripley, Minneapolis
Armory, University of Minnesota naval
tralning station, Minneapolis Service-
men’'s Center and St. Olaf College naval
training station. .

Programs were presented by traveling
shows and local talent and included
movies, vaude, symphony concerts and
dances. Military men’s tastes in enter-
talnment are catholic, Jenkins found,
with symphony programs getting the
same enthusiastic reception as variety
shows. In December alone there were 29
entertainments viewed by approximately
24,000 military men.
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Philly Drama Mil-Plus Record

18"2-Wk. Span
Over the Top
At Half Time

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.—Not since
those fabulous and lush speakeasy days
has_Philadelphia seen such a steady pro-
cession of legitimate stage fare. First
half of the 1943-'44 season, representing
181, playing weeks ended Saturday (8),
finds local legit flushed with almost un-
precedented prosperity, ringing up more
than a million dollars at mid-mark.
Steady parade of 23 attractions at three
Shubert houses, plus three spot bookings
at the indie Erlanger, gives current
stretch $1,061,950 under its belt.

This compares with $1,557,450 grossed
for the entire 1942-'43 season, which was
a record-breaker. Of the 23 attractions,
the two shows bringing in the top money
each stayed put for eight weeks. Biggest
gross, Olsen & Johnson’s Sons o Fun
piled up an impressive $282,000 for
eight weeks. Also eight weeks, Kiss and
Tell road company closed last Saturday
(8) with $110,200 to its credit,

Other heavy takers included Billy
Rose’s Carmen Jones, $75,500 for three
weeks; Jackpot, ringing the bell with
$64,300 for three, and A Connecticut
Yankee, $64,000 for a 21 -week stay.

Among the straights, top money was
turned in by Paul Robeson in Othello,
his fortnight drawing a sensational
$48,200. Could have hit 855,000 easily,
but gross held down by American Thea-
ter Soctety subscriptions grading the
box-office scale down for its clientele.

Others hitting the box-office jack pot
included Blithe Spirit, $45,000, and Voice
of the Turtle, $39,000, each two weeks.

While several attractions just about
cleared operational costs, only four shows
(See Philly Drama Record on page 20)

HENRY BUSSE
“Hot Lips” and Holdovers

ORTY WEEKS is a long stretch in any band’s
book, When they’re played consecutively
in a top spot, it’s a stand-out. That's what's
happening to Henry Busse and his band, who
passed that mark this month at the Palace
Hotel, San Francisco. This breaks the all-time
record for the Palace, where
they are playing their fourth
engagement in as many sea-
sons.

Busse is now in his 15th
year fronting the ork which
has made his two theme
songs, ‘‘Hot Lips” and *“When
Day Is Done,” as traditional
in the music business as the
maestro’s trumpet. The stand
comprises six reed, six brass, four rhythm and
two saxes, a guitar and a trombonist double
on violins. Originator of the “Shuffle Rhythm,”
Busse’s arrangements lean neither toward the
torrid and loud nor the sugary sweet.

It’s a combination which has won the Busse
band-wagon a leading position in the country's
music parade, Decca recordings, picture en-
gagements such as Warner Bros.” “Rhapsody in
Blue,”” Monogram’s “Lady Let’s Dance” and
Universal shorts, have occupied the maestro,
as well as long engagements at such terp
temples as Hotel New Yorker, New York;
Cocoanut Grove, Los Angeles; Adolphus Hotel,
Dallas; Netherland Plaza, Cincinnati, and Lake-
side Ballroom, Denver. The band also threatened
to become a permanent fixture at the Chez
Paree in Chicago.

Billbbard

Maybe It’s To
Cover Up Bad Grub

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Gov-
ernment building cafeterias, in the
basements of virtually every fed-
eral building in the city, are fast
becoming a rich field for develop-
ment for Muzak.

A few weeks ago a Muzak in-
stallation was made in the WPB
cafeterla and this week one is go-
ing into the Railroad Retirement
Bulilding. Even the staid and digni-
fied Supreme Court building has
piped-in music now in its eatery.

“Gay ’90s” Airer
Hits the Road

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Gay ’90s Revue,
heard Monday nights over CBS, begins
a roadshow tour February 2, playing two
a day in arenas and theaters in some
of the smaller cities, as well as a few
big ones. Show runs 30 minutes on the
air, but will be stretchéd into a two-
hour stanza and will include Lillian
Leonard, Joe E. Howard, Floradora Girls
(4), Gay '90s Quartet, Shaw and Lee, and
Gay '80s Revue ork.

Unit will work the road six days a
week, and return to New York for thke

Monday broadcast. All traveling will be
done by rail. Train schedules have been
worked out sufficiently well to permit
the following bookings: Cumberland,
Md. (1 day); Pittsburgh (4); Greensburg,
Pa. (1); Bradford, Pa. (1); Elmira, N. Y.

“21” Click Slants
Production Eyes

Toward Lampoons

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—With the
comedy vogue going big on Broadway
and plots for laugh-makers wearing
somewhat thin, scribblers are showing
signs of turning again to a sure-fire
device for making the turnstiles click
—caricatures of big names. Lampooning
makes for-dollars, since those who claim
to be in the know have quiet snickers
at the stage presentation, and those who
aren’t like to pretend that they know
what's what. Between thé two the b. o.
soars.

One such lampoon has already hit
Broadway with rave notices—Ruth
Gordon’s Over 21, which in an oblique
way has writer-wit Dorothy Parker and
press baron Marshall Field (PM and
Chicago Sun) as the subjects of some
broad farce.

Another script which is understood to
be making the rounds and is being bid
for by a Hollywood mogul and a Broad-
way producer,-each with his own star in
mind, is Pvt. Francis Key’s Lamb Is My
Body, which pokes fun at Claire Luce,
her spouse’s mag, Time, Inc.,, and Col-
umnist Dorothy Thompson. This latter
opus, however, is still in the MS. stage.

(2); Buffalo (4); Boston (4); Norfolk
(1); Roanoke, Va. (1); Charlotte, N, C.
(1); Greenville, S. C. (1); Wilmington,
N. C. (1); Trenton, N. J. (1); Nashville
(1); Louisville (1), and Charleston,
W. Va, (1).

Frank A. McMahon produces both the
air and road versions of the show. Con-
solidated’ Radio Artists is booking.

MBS Cancels Bayuk’s “Sizing

The News”; Agency & Sponsor
Burn; Net Not Talking

Philly Radio Suspects Something Smelly

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15. — Bayuk
Cigars, Inc., local manufacturers of
Phillies cigars and Mutual network’s big-
gest billing during the past six years, 1s
smarting under the allegedly “foul” blow
wielded by the network when it canceled
Sam. Balter’s Sizing Up the News without
even the courtesy of an explanation.
Reasons being attached to the cancella-
tion in local quarters are hot enough to
make Walter Winchell burn up a gross
of typewriter ribbons.

On Wednesday (12), Mutual sent a
curt telegram to WIP, its member sta-
tion originating Balter’s news shots, that
the show would no longer be picked up
here and that Balter was going to the
West Coast. Taking advantage of the
cancellation clause, Mutual gave sponsor
and ‘agency, latter being Ivey & Elling-
ton here, that Sizing Up the News will
terminate its air career on February 2.
Balter left for Hollywood on Thursday
(13) and stated that he will originate
the few remaining broadcasts from XHJ
there. Sizing is slotted on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays from 8 to
8:15 p.m.

Agency” and Sponsor Protest
Both agency and sponsor are proteste
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ing bitterly to the network over the sud-
den cancellation, stating that they are
completely satisfied with Balter's stint.
And make no bones about it that they
are burned up plenty over Mutual's si-
lence in forwarding an explanation for
this. sudden cancellation, particularly
since they happen to be one of the net-
work’s best customers.

Mutual’s unexplained cancellation has
brought up a stench here that can do
neither the network nor the radio indus-
try itself any good if the truth-—and if
there is any truth to the rumors—ever
come to the surface. Balter, when
queried, stated that beyond the fact that
Mutual's action is “mysterious” to both
himself, the agency and the sponsor, he
had no comment to offer at such an
early date. However, he intimated that
he might break the silence and issue
a statement after huddling with his at-
torneys.

However, any number of insiders, with
a well-tuned ear behind the scenes, do
not hesitate to state that if you look
behind Mutual’s action, you will find
“McCormick”—others referring to “that
man in Chicago.” And there is no mis-
taking that they mean Col. Robert R.
McCormick, editor and publisher of The
Chicago Tribune,

Balter, in his newscasts, never left any
doubt as to what he thinks of McCor-
mick, along with many of his Congres-
sional pals. And altho he would often
bear down extra-heavy, both agency and
sponsor backed him up—giving him full
freedom of the aired press. However, one
of the most repeated yarns making the
rounds here is that McCormick ‘‘swore
(See MBS Cancels Bayuk’s on page 20)

Lindsay & Crouse
Come Thru for
Theater Lovers

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Howard Lind-
sey, Russel Crouse and their associates,
who acquired the Hudson Theater from
the Emigrant Industrial Savings Bank
this week at a price of $300,000, have
definite plans for operation.

“We are buying it,” sald Lindsey, *‘be-
cause we think it is important to own
our own theater. It gives us complete
control from, stage to box office. We
bicked the Hudson because it is a good
audience house. It’s a 1,065-seater and,
above all, it has a good, comfortable
lobby., We are all agreed on one point—
there won’t be any balcony seats going
to brokers. The man who buys a seat
on the shelf is the man who loves the
theater. He’s entitled to get it without
being nicked for an extra 50 cents. In
our house he's going to get it at the
box-office price.”

The new owners have not yet decided
on the Hudson’'s initial stage tenant,
as of possession next October 1. They
would like to see their own show, Arsenic
and Old Lace, hold on there until that
time. However, if Arsenic fails to sur-
vive the summer, the Shuberts. present
lessees of the building, can book in
whatever they like up to that date.

Associated with Lindsay and Crouse
in the venture are Elliott Nugent, Leland
Hayward and Howard and Joseph Cull-
man. Nugent is co-star of Voice of the
Turtle, Hayward, Stem-Hollywood agent,
1s the husband of Margaret Sullavan,
the other star of Turtle. The Cullmans
are tobacco tycoons with a lucky yen for
backing Broadway plays.

Loser in Kaufman,

Hart “Theft” Suit
Pays Defendants

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—An appeal of
Vincent McConnor, author of The Mur-
der Issue, from a dismissal of his plagiar-
ism suit against George Kaufman and
Moss Hart, co-authors of The Man Who
Came to Dinner, was denied Wednesday
(12) in New York Federal Court. Mc-
Connor had claimed that Kaufman and
Hart appropriated the plot of his play.
Other defendants nameq in his suit were
the estate of Sam H. Harris, who pro-
duced Dinner; Random House, which
published it in book form, and Warner
Bros.’ Pictures, Inc., which made the
screen . version.

In confirming the lower court’s dis-
missal of the action, the U. S, Circuit
Court of Appeals assessed additional
costs against McConnor. Attorneys for
Kaufman and Hart were awarded $623,
the estate of Sam H. Harris $225, Ran-
dom House $125 and Warner $125.

A similar action, brought against
Daphne Du Maurier, Doubleday Doran
& Company, Selznick International, Inc.,
and David O. Selznick Productions, Inc.,
by Edwina Levin MacDonald for alleged
copyright infringement, was marked off
the New York Federal Court calendar
Wednesday (12), pending an appeal from
a dismissal of a suit against Doubleday
Doran, publishers of the book Rebecca,
Plaintiff alleges that her opus Blind
Windows was infringed upon by the Du
Maurier novel and by the latter’s subse-
quent screening.

“Ice Follies” 90G in
Philadelphia, Stays Over

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.—Ice Follies
of 1944 headed for a new attendance and
money high for its current extended en-
gagement at the Arena. Opened Christ-
mas night and getting in all holiday busi-
ness at the start, the Shipstad-Johnson
icer played to 87,265 people for the first
two weeks ended Friday (7). With ducats
from $1.14 to a $342 top on Saturday
nights, the gate was better than $90,000.

Follies figures on staying for two weeks,
playing to virtual capacity at 6,000-seat
Arena.
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“Listener Impression’ Cheek

N BC Gets Going

With Video on
Regular Basis

All Net Departments
Involved

NEW YORK, Jan. 17.—Television takes
its place in NBC commercial operations
starting today. Prom now on there will
be an increasing number of live shows
with a serlous attempt to present a bal-
anced program, altho sporting events will
continue for a long time to predominate
scheduling.

NBC is not going to give time to ad-
vertisers, as General Electric and DuMont
are doing. The RCA station will sell
time (Firestone is paying for its weekly
show now), and sales execs at the net
state that there are any number of spon-
sors ready to sign.

Unlike other active orgs in the field of
building visual alr entertainment, NBC
will not have a special television depart=
ment, but will have the engineering, sales
and program problems handled by the
regular broadcasting net staff. Programs
will be under Clarence Menser, v.-p., and
he’s expected to make an announcement
on NBC's visual program plans when he
returns from his Florida vacation.

O. B. Hanson, chief engineer, will be
handling engineering and will assign sev-
eral engineers to brush up on scanning
with the net’s cameras. Sales will fall
within the province of Roy Witmer, and
promotion in the lap of Charles Ham-
mond. Publicity will be handled thru
John McKay’s department. In other
words, television is just one facet of
NBC's operations. It's not going to be
centralized as it was before the war and
as it is at CBS and General Electric. (It's
naturally a special job at DuMont, as this
firm is not in the regular broadcasting
field.)

There is a feeling among several top
NBC men that the decentralized operation
will not work, but they’'re all interested
in seeing that it has an opportunity of
making the grade. Television still falls
under the vice-presidency of John FPF.
Royal, altho his greatest immediate con-
cern is in the post-war international
aspects of commercial radio. The Euro-
pean trip which Royal made with Niles
Trammell, net prexy, developed a great
deal of thinking along the lines of spon-
sored broadcasting on the continent.

Farm, Home Hour
To Be Given City
Slicker Slant

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—To attract listen-
ers from urban as well as rural districts,
the 15-year-old National Farm and Home
Hour will have a major operation per-
formed on it starting Monday (17). New
formula will be built around Curley
Bradley, baritone. Ork for the series will
be a seven-piece combo, guitar, accordion,
three violins, a string bass and a vibra-
Jarp. Mirandy, of Persimmon Holler,
will continue to handle the homespun
philosophy. She'll give with a city-
slanted crevice every now and then, and
even the Cadets Quartet plan to swing
away from hymns and barbershop bal-
lads as often as the dialers desire. Guest
acts and guest agriculture, economic
and national authorities will continue to
be spotted on the program.

Revamp, first in program’s history, is
credited to conferences held by Phillips
Carlin, Blue program chief who was in
Chicago recently. Changes were said to
have been in the mind of Bob White,
producer and director of the program,
for some time. Mutual feeling seems
to have been that the bridge between
farm and city, as far as radio is con-
cerned, isn't oo long.

Free Sampling Hits
New High at Jones’

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.— Direct
selling at -ad agencies is nothing
new. At the Willlam Esty office
free Camels are handed out: at
Ruthrauff & Ryan, it's Pall Mall;
at Foote Cone & Belding, Lucky
Strikes. But the Duane Jones
agency has given the plan a new
twist,

When you are busy with Jones
his office door opens quietly and
in walks a young Negress dressed
in waltress garb. While you're
still popeyed she asks, ‘“Would
you gentlemen like a cup of Tet-
ley tea or Richelieu coffee with
some Crax crackers?”

Jones handles all three prod-
ucts . . . but naturally.

Heaven Helps
MBS ’43 Gross
25 Per Cent

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Mutual billings
reached the peak of the net’s history
in 1943 when they grossed $13,841,608,
an increase of 43.6 per cent over 1942.
Network sponsored shows accounted for
$12,527,800 of the total, while locally
sponsored programs grossed $1,313,807.

Top 10 sponsors, with amounts spent,
were: Gospel Broadcasting Assoclation,
$1,566,130; R. B. Semler, Inc., $919,440;
Kellogg Company, $798,329; Pharmaco,
Inc.,, $677,132; Bayuk Cigars, Inc., $670,-
230; Zonite Products Corporation, $583,-
557; Sinclair Refining Company, $516,599;
Barbasol Company, $494,510; Lutheran
Laymen’s League, $477,720, and Voice of
Prophecy, Inc., $474,786.

Ad agencies spending the most dough
with Mutual were: Erwin Wasey and
Company, Inc., $2,128,630; R. H. Alber
Company, $1,566,130; Ivey and Ellington,
Inc., $1,076,100; William Esty and Com-
pany, Inc., $997,167;, Kenyon & Eckhardt,
Inc., $798,329; Hixson-O'Donne¢ll Adver-
tising, Inc., $672,061; G. C. Hoskin Asso-
ciates, $474,786; Ruthrauff & Ryan, Inc,
8457,662; Alrcasters, Inc., $442,754, and
J. Walter Thompson Company, $439,352.

It is interesting to note that religious
organizations paid for more than one
fourth of the net's gross. Out of a total
of $12,527.800 in the net group, $3,184,-
845 was paid by various religious groups.

OWI Survey Controls Are
Setting Post-War System
For Radio Miline Basis

Local Stations Listeners, One to Set; Nets Vary

By CASKIE
WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.— Establish-
ment by Office of War Information

Domestic Radio Branch officials of a
system for measuring “Listener Impres-
sions” has been tested and it is now
being used regularly by the agency for
gauging response to its shows.

Post-war employment of OWI's meas-
uring device may mark another mile-
stone in development of listener reaction
systems, altho OW1I officials who worked
the plan out denied that they had
brought into use anything startlingly
new. It may also be used as a basis for
establishing a miline rate, something
that agencies and sponsors have long
hoped for.

Willlam F. Fairbanks, chief of Alloca-
tion Division of OWI’s radio bureau, ex-
plained, however, that already adver-
tisers are looking with considerable in-
terest at the *“listener impression” plan
and some are actually using it in map-
ping coverage.

In explaining how the system works
for network shows, Fairbanks said that
OWI starts with the Hooperating and
multiplies it by the average number of
people listening per radio set.

Use Per Set Listener Figure

The number of listeners per set was
estimated by Fairbanks to total 2.5, a
figure he reached after consulting four
private surveys, one of which he himself
made while connected with NBC. The
Hooper survey now shows the number of
people per set and the figure used here
is generally close to that used by OWI.

Continuing an explanation of how the
“listener impression” plan works, Falr-
banks cited as an example a program
whose rating indicates that 10 per cent
of the 30,000,000 of the U. S. radio homes
are listening to it during an hour when
there are 2.5 listeners per set. There-
fore it has an audience for government
purposes of 3,000,000 times 2.5, or a total
of 7,000,000 listeners. This sounds com-
plicated, but OWI proponents of the plan
clalm otherwise, and point out that it
is arrived at with no more pencil work
than attends the development of other

N. Y. Gity Part-Time Workers in
Radio Freed of “Availability
Statement” Routine by WMC

Ruling May Be Spread to

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Radio stations
in New York City no longer have to oh-
tain statements of availability from em-
ployees who are to be hired to work less
than 20 hours a week. This ruling, is-
sued by Mrs, Ana M. Rosenberg, regional
WMC director, after a meeting with rep-
resentatives of the radio industry, ap-
plies to stations in the New York city
area only. Soon, however, it is expected
that the ruling will apply to all stations
in New York State and after that, ac-
cording to inside talk in Washington, to
stations thruout the country.

The ruling, explained Mrs, Lillian L.
Poses, tegional WMC attorney, relieves
employers and so-called multiple em-
ployees from many formalities that have
hitherto bheen burdensome and caused
considerable loss of time.

“Many employees in the radio broad-
casting field,” Mrs. Poses said, “work for
short perlods of time for different sta=-

State and Nation Shortly

tions or networks. These include actors,
singers, announcers, musicians, produc-
ers, directors and writers. Some months
ago, the station and network executives
requested the New York regional director
to modify the lahor stabilization require-
ments as applicable to this class of em-
ployee.”

The interpretation of what would be
best for the industry was made by the
WMC office here and forwarded to Wash-
ington, for a ruling. The ruling received
from the national capital enabled the
issuance of the new order.

Mrs. Poses pointed out, however, that
as in the past, New York radio industry
employees who are hired for 20 hours or
more by any one employer must secure
a statement of availability if they come
from an essential activity, and are sub-
ject to all the other rules and regula-
tions of the New York Area Stabilization
program.

STINNETT

such listener devices.

“1f program B has 30,000,000 listeners.”
Fairbanks said, explaining the system,
“and program C has 100,000,000 listeners,
the total of these and other programs
will give the total number of listeners
hearing the government war messages.

“However, with hundreds of programs
carrylng government war messages and
listeners tuning in to more than one
program, it stands to reason that the
sum total of these program audiences

,would be greater than the population of

the country.

“Impressions’ Replace Listeners

“Actually a person who listens to the
war messages on Bob Hope, Kay Kyser
and Jack Benny shows is counted three
times, hence the total is known as
‘listener impressions’ rather than as
‘listeners.” The OWI is interested in
how many times its programs are heard
rather than how many people listen to
them.”

Pointing out that where a soap manu-
facturer or some similar advertiser may
be interested chiefly in just the number
of homes reached—since for him there
is only one person in the home who buys
his product—Fairbanks explained ‘that
the position of the government is vastly
different. The government is interested
in reaching “every single person in the
family,” Fairbanks said, as even children
can be influenced in salvage collections
by radio messages.

This explanation concerns only esti-
mates made of network listeners. When
reckoning local shows, Fairbanks said,
the figure of one person per radio set
or per family is taken as average. This
means that with 30,000,000 radio homes,
there is an audience of 30,000,000 for
each show, with the locals doing from
12 to 16 spot announcements, and with
891 stations getting transcriptions from
OWI. The one person figure was used,
Fairbanks explained, because during the
daytime announcements were frequently
made when logically only the wife was
at home.

Keying Indicates Figures Check

Whethe1 the system is thoroly ac-
curate in measuring listener reaction,
OWI doesn’t pretend to claim since there
has been neither time nor funds avail-
able for making an exhaustive survey.
However, they feel it sufficlently re-
liable to serve as a functional and work-
able plan for government purposes.

One test of the plan pointed to by OWI
officials was a write-in offer for a home-
canning booklet made on local stations
thruout the country. Results of this
test were pleasing to OWI, since out of
100,000,000 “listener impressions” 1,500,
000 people wrote in accepting the offer.

KEENE, N. H,, Jan. 15.—Station WKNE
has been purchased by M. 8. and H. C.
Wilder, the purchase price being $19,400.
Plans for the future have not been an-
nounced, altho no change is expected
since Harry Wilder has been prexy of the
station for the past several years.

WIBG Sells a Piece of 45

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15—
WIBG sales staff chalked up a
long-distance sale, with contracts
already signed selling 11 pm.
to 4 am. next New Year’s Eve.
Holiday slot purchased this week
by Rev. H. B. Rittenhouse. who
was heard from the station this
past New Year’s Eve.
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PHIL BAKER TOPS TCT AGAIN

Kyser Replaces Allen in

Fifth Evening

Tabulation;

Six Top “Best Buys” Repeat

Jack Benny Still Trails the Field

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Despite some
phenomenal gyrations respective posi-
tions highlighted the Iimportance of
talent costs in relation to program rat-
ings. Generally the Hooperatings were
up—the seasonal rise following the
finish of Yuletime celebrations.

It’s this seasonal tilt plus a couple of
unexpected drops that make this “TCI”
good reading. “Best Buy” standings for
this and the previous report (E 4) are
highlighted on this page in a two-column
box headed *“Best Buys.”

The first six programs are intact as
to sequence, but the talent-cost-per-
point-of-program-rating has changed.
The changes in the first three were only
nominal. But note Winchell.

For some as yet unfathomed reason
he dropped 3.9 points on his rating;
this upped his “TCI” from $19685 to
$232.56. Notice also how Fibber McGee
& Molly, despite Winchell’s slump and
their own tilt, even tho only a boost of
1.7, cut only about $17 from their *“TCL”
or not enough to cut past the columnist.

Talent Cost Makes the Difference

The answer is the difference in talent
cost. And In so far as the ‘“TCI” is con-
cerned, WW is still a “better buy” than
Fibber. What will be interesting is to
see hbw Winchell stands on the next
rating. Right now he has the $3,500
difference between his salary and that of
the McGee and Molly show In his
(Winchell's) favor.

Notice also how Bob Hope, despite an
8.4 jump to & 37.6 Hooperating, cut $70
from his “TCI” and yet only picked
up one notch on this index. Hope's
rating is not unusual for him at this
time of the year as he was up to 409 a
year ago. It must also be remembered
that he was off almost four points on his
last Hooperating due to the competi-
tion of a special name-loaded one-time
program on CBS.

So the Pepsodent man not only re-
gained what he lost but he picked up
almost as much again. It's these added
listeners which make wonderful specula-
tion. Apparently a lot of people stay
home to recuperate after holiday joy-

KFEL-Post Suit
To Supreme Cit.

DENVER, Jan. 15—Colorado Supreme
Court will be asked to rule on the suit
brought by Station KFEL seeking to com-
pel The Denver Post to list its programs
in the newspaper’s daily radio log.

Attorney Harry §S. Silverstein an-
nounced the appeal after District Judge
George Luxford dismissed the station’s
suit for an injunction against the news-
paper and also for damages.

Judge Luxford ruled that under com-
mon law the newspaper owed no duty
to the radio station and that the news-
paper was the sole judge of ‘what it
should print.

KFEL had charged that by refusing to
list the station’s program while carry-
ing those of Denver's other three net-
work affiliates, The Post was guilty of un-
fair discrimination.

The jurist further ruled that The Post
was not a competitor of KFEL, as the
station had charged in its original com-
plaint. Finally the Judge held that the
Colorado Unfair Practices Act, under
which the suit was filed, did not apply.

Supreme Court action on the case is
not expected for several months, but will
represent an important step in an im-
portant test case.

making, and presumably these people
know what they want, and that’s all
they want. What happens to these lis-
teners after they get back their
“strength” is anyone’s guess.

The same holds true of Bing Crosby
and Morgan and Brice. Where Hope had
Cary Grant as a guester to help garner
his lush audience, Crosby had only Nan
Wynn and Bill Frawley; and Morgan and
Brice had no listening bonus.

Other evidences of audience prefer-
ences, which incidentally raise hob with
the listening slots, are Mr. District At-
torney and Take It or Leave It. Mr. D. A.
follows Eddie Cantor on NBC, Wednes-
days. With Frank Sinatra, plus Ginger
Rogers as guest, starting his new show
on CBS opposite Cantor, the audience
deserted Cantor for Sinatra (the “Glis-
sando Groaner” grabbed a 18.1 for his
premiere airing) and then returned to
NBC for Mr. D. A. Net result was a 2.0
tilt for the Jay Jostyn show.

Guesting Hits Allen’s Rating

Likewise the audience deserted Fred
Allen, not much but enough to get him
off the “First 15” by the tune of 1.3.
Presumably they had gone to listen to
Phil Baker as guest of Basin Street on
the Blue and didn't dial back to CBS
and Allen after Basin folded. In any
event Baker’s Take It or Leave It lost
only 0.6 and stayed on the “First 15.”

The biggest surprise was the lack of
reciprocity between the Fred Allen and
Ed Gardner, nee Duffy’s, audiences.
Allen pushed Gardner’s program up 2.9
and made Dujffy’®the most talked-about
show of the week. Yet when Gardner
guested on Allen’s program the following
Sunday the audience Jjust didn't dial.

Maybe Blue listeners are Jjust agin
CBS shows.

IP’s the Turnover
That’s Counting in

Nail. & Spot Biz

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. — Radio’s tre-
mendous turnover in national spot sales
since the holiday season mirrors the fact
that corporations which didn’t have a

chance to spend their dough last year
on alr time are getting their innings
now, while those who did divvy up In
19043 are sitting back waiting to see
what tax-happens thls year.

The upped turnover is the first since
early 1943 and is hitched to the fact
that between June and December of last
year most organizations knew just about
what the tax stretcher would be and
raised air ad budgets accordingly. Now,
however, these same companies are none
too sure what’s what for the current 12
months or what the 44 tax laws will
bring forth and, as a result, they're
playing things close to the vest. Many
time buyers, net sales execs say, have
cut their buying down as much as 10-15
per cent, pending a clearer picture of
what Morgenthau and Congress are
cooking up.

Present trend, these execs believe, will
continue in a modifled form, at least
until after March 15—possibly even until
June 15—until business knows Jjust
where it stands. Similar ins and outs,
they add, are noted at local stations
thruout the country where there has
been a heavy turnover everywhere, tho
billing continues to hit new highs.

Current “TCI”

Take It or Leave It........ $116.26
Aldrich Family............ 153.22
B DRAC B . Wy 18 s Mys 162.90
Walter Winchell........... 232.56
Fibber McGee and Molly... 253.73
Davis-Haley .............. 288.46
BobrHopeSIaRd - S8t 0N o 292.55
Edgar Bergen............. 333.33
ARy S e T e oy P o e 375.59
IMorgan-Brice ............. 381.52
Lux Radio Theater........ 391.02
BIng Crosbyde ool s vothe. o . 392.16
Abbott and Costello...... 415.35
Screen Guild Theater...... 432.90
Jack Bennysiest k.ot .. 796.81

“Best Buys”

Previous “TCI”

Take It or Leave It........ $113.22
Aldrich Family............ 153.84
Mr. D! AN Setie. . B M. 175.43
Walter Winchell........... 196.85
Fibber McGee and Molly... 267.71
Davis-Haley .............. 277.78
Edgar Bergen............... 32248
BobNHOD R ¢ ims hitet Sl b b 376.61
Lux Radio Theater........ 395.25
Abbott and Costello....... 408.16
Morgan-Brice ............. 409.16
Bing Crosby. Jibssesssepsis 440.53
Screen Guild. ............. 444 .45
Ered VAl engmiP SR e g 563.73
Jack Benny............... 790.50

Legit N ow Buying Air Time
in Boston; Ether Results

Checked at

Box-Office

A Little Spending Pays Off in Free

Time, Too

By BILL RILEY

BOSTON, Jan. 15.—Lack of news-
paper space for amusement promo-
tion in the Hub, probably the tight-
est newspaper town in the country,
is causing a lot of grumbling, espe-
cially among visiting theatrical press
agents. Boston has seen more shows
this season than in any within mem-
ory, but drumbeaters for new shows
particularly are already hinting that
their wares will be displayed next
season in other cities, where pub-
licity breaks give a show a better
chance. Meantime the boys are try-
ing radio as & substitute. And they've
done pretty well.

Best example of the assistance radio
has given was the recent elght-week
run here of Abie’s Irish Rose. Before
the opening (November 15) 100-word
spot announcements were placed twice a
day on several stations around the time
of the seat sale announcement. Strong
advance sale proved radio’s power. After
the opening not a minute of time was
paid for.

Les Appleby, flacker for the show,
contracted with Johnpy McIntyre, local
independent, formerly Shubert resident
agent, to make radio contracts. In the
following eight weekd 48 free shots, rang-
ing from 15 to 30-minute periods, were
placed. Free time totaled about 16
hours, a $3,500 cash value. Actors, ap-
pearing as guest stars of local radio
shows, took part in dramatizations and
were Interviewed extensively with the
show getting plenty of air time.

Russ Offhaus gave the most time on
his Bond Wagon Quiz over WHDH
(Blue). John Kiley's Curtain Time,
which devotes 30 minutes to legits
over WMEX (local), also came thru
strong. Fifteen-minute spots, not ex-
clusively devoted to theater, included
Evelyn Howe (WEEI-CBS), Louise Mor-
gan (WNAC-Mutual and Yankee), Sally
Levi (WCOP-Atlantic) and Carl De Zeus
(WBZ-NBC). Midway interviews, espe-
cially, reached the housewives and bol-
stered matinees.

Newspaper Cuts Help
Altho the trend of legit toward radio
has become more noticeable with the
advent of the severe newsprint cuts, it
has not come suddenly. Growth has
been gradual, altho it has gone ahead
faster in the past year.

Tom O’Connell, now a coast guard
publicity man, is. credited with first in-
teresting legit in radio and vice versa.
As resident Shubert man here, during
1940-'41, he began the practice of get-

ting radio interviewers to give back-
stage broadcasts the same night and di-
rectly after important local openings. At
the same time he arranged a lot of spe-
clal event shows involving theater folk
who were In town.

Within the first part of the ceason
the effect was felt at the box office,
where people proffered the information
that they had heard a star on the radio
and had become interested in the show.
For about a full season no time was
pald for. But because results were
proven, shows began the following season
to buy spot announcements, and, of
course, the free time came more easily.

Standard Routine Set

The routine for paid time is pretty
well cettled and not very imaginative.
Spot announcements, or 100 words, are
usually set just before important news
programs. The average is two a day,
centered for three days around the an-
nouncement of the seat sale. When the
sale proves slow, or a show gets mid-
dling notices, announcements are some-
times spotted just before or during a
run. Between $100 and $400 are divided
among several stations. Largest cut goes,
probably to WHDH, because it is Blue
Network and free time is easler to get
there. Next comes WMEZX, where free
time also comes easily and the rates are
low. WNAC gets a good share because
of Yankee Network’s strong coverage of
New England.

As with the movie companies, the legit
agents have found that a familiar show,
or one of easy appeal, sells best by radio.
Under this rule shows spending the most
on radio included Porgy and Bess, Abie’s
Irish Rose, Big Time. Other shows going
strong for radio, for various reasons, wers
Skin of Our Teeth, Blithe Spirit, Count
Me In, Snark Was a Boojum.

Femmes Move In On

NBC Chi Newsroom

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—The man-power
shortage has become so acute here that
the NBC central division news and spe-
cial events department, for the first
time in its history, has added two women
to the staff as news writers. Additions
are Margaret L. Whitehead, formerly of
WLW, Cincinnati, and Myrtle Robison,
graduate of the NBC-Northwestern Radio
Institute.

So tar the women have not invaded the
NBC announcing and technical staffs.
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Based on “‘FIRST FIFTEEN®
HOOPERATINGS
for evening programs

TALENT COST INDEX

Vol. 1. No. 5E

(REPORT DATED JANUARY 15, 1944)

WEEKS COST
TO NET & SPONSOR TALENT PER
PROGRAM HOOPERATING DATE NO. STA. OPPOSITION AGENCY & PRODUCT COST ‘POINT
BOB HOPE 37.6 256 NBC 181 Romance—CBS Foote, Cone & Belding Pepsodent $11,000 $292.55
R. G. Swing—BLUE (Toothpaste)
Amer. Forum-—MBS
Sunny Skylar—MBS
FIBBER McGEE Report to Nation—CBS Needham, Louis & Brorby S. J. Johnson 8 8,600 $253.73
AND MOLLY 33,5 379 NBC 130  Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Floor Wax)
Coronet Quiz—BLUE
Amer. Forum-—MBS
EDGAR BERGEN 30.0 294 NBC 136  Jerry Lester—CBS J. Walter Thompson Standard Brands 810,000  $333.33
Inkspots—BLUE (Chase & Sanborn
Alexander—MBS Coffee)
ALDRICH FAMILY 26.1 194 NBC ' 128 Death Valley—CBS Young & Rubicam General Foods $ 4,000 $153.22
Town Meeting—BLUE (Postum)
Human Adventure—MBS
JOAN DAVIS- Dinah Shore—CBS McKee & Albright Sealtest 8 17,500 $288.46
JACK HALEY 26.0 217 NBC 69 Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Milk and
Coronet Quiz—BLUE Ice Cream)
Treasure Hour of Song—
MBS
LUX RADIO THEATER 25.6 384 CBS 123 Tel. Hour—NBC J. Walter Thompson Lever Bros. $10,000 $391.02
Dr. I. Q—NBC (Lux)
Counter Spy—BLUE
Spotlight Bands—BLUE
Coronet Quiz—BLUE
Heatter-—MBS
G. Fields—MBS
Paul Winchell—MBS
BING CROSBY 25.5 335 NBC 132 Major Bowes—CBS J. Walter Thompson Kraft $10,000 $392.16
Town Meeting—BLUE (Cheese)
G. Heatter—MBS
G. Fields—MBS
JACK BENNY 25.1 445 NBC 132 Shirer—CBS Young & Rubicam General Foods $20,000 $796.81
Como—CBS (Grape Nuts)
Pearson—BLUE
D. Thompson—BLUE
Old Fash. Revival—MBS
FRANK MORGAN- Suspense—CBS Benton & Bowles General Foods $ 9,500  $381.52
FANNIE BRICE 24.9 22 NBC 126 News—BLUE (Maxwell House
Lum and Abner—BLUE Coffee)
Oursler—MBS
Confidentially Yours—
MBS
MR. DISTRICT J. Carson—CBS Pedlar, Ryan & Lusk  Bristol-Myers 8 4,000 $162.90
ATTORNEY 24.8 242 NBC 125 Spotlight Bands—BLUE (Vitalis)
Coronet Quiz—BLUE
Soldiers W. Wings—MBS
ABBOTT First Line—CBS William Esty R. J. Reynolds $10,000 $415.32
AND COSTELLO 24.1 106 NBC 131, R. G. Swing—BLUE (Camels)
Lulu—BLUE
R. Clapper—MBS
Carnegie—MBS
SCREEN GUILD Contented Hour—NBC Pedlar, Ryan & Lusk Lady Esther $10,000  $432.90
THEATER 23 178 CBS 121 R. G. Swing—BLUE (Face Powder, etc.)
Out of Shadows—BLUE
R. Clapper—MBS
Education for
Freedom—MBS
TAKE IT OR H. of Charm—NBC Biow Eversharp $ 2,500 $116.28
LEAVE IT 21.5 195 CBS 121 G. Lawrence—BLUE (Pens and Pencils)
Good Will H—MBS
Cedric Foster—MBS
WALTER WINCHELL 21.5 537 BLUE 160 R. Digest—CBS Lennen & Mitchell Jergens 8 5,000 $232.56
M-Go-Round—NBC (Hand Lotion)
Cleve. Symph—MBS
KAY KYSER 21.3 301 NBC 126 Moments in Music—CBS Foote, Cone & Belding American Tobacco $ 8,000 $375.59

R. G. Swing—BLUE
Lulu—BLUE
Gunnison—MBS
Arch Ward—MBS

(Lucky Strike)

-

#Kay Kyser is back after being off the first 15 for
one report. Return credited to the pull of “Mr. D. A
which precedes him on NBC on Wednesday. For more
on “Mr. D. A.” draw sce TCl commentary on opposite
page.

Note: The Kyser rating is for only the first half of his
show. As noted before, his program airs from 10-11 p.m.

{EWT), and programs heard after 10:30 p.m. (EWT)
are not measured in the Eastern Time zone. Hence
only the first half of this show is rated in the national
Hooperatings.

Note: The new Frank Sinatra program for Vimms
on CBS on Wednesday evenings at 9 p.m. really socked
the Eddie Cantor show on NBC at the same time. Sinatra,

with Ginger Rogers as guest, grabbed a 19.1 Hooperating
for the opening of his new commercial. This is highest
rating for a first performance in a long time.
Sponsored evening network hours were up a bit. This
report, 80V4; last report, 78 1/4; last year, 69V5.
Average Hooperating this report, 11.2; last report,
10.8; last year, 12.4.

The “Talent Cost Index” is protected by the copyright of The Billboard and infringements will be prosecuted.
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NEW USES FOR FAN MAIL

Dropping Time Selling, the
Postman’s Burden “Proves”
Loyalty and Reveals “Secrets”

Premiums Still Okay for Merchandising

. NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Fan mail
is good for a lot of things, but it’s
no longer used as a time-selling
tool by the networks or the big ad
agencies. Agency and
net approaches are
built today upon
Hooper and Crossley
ratings or on special
surveys made for
them by Roper or any
one of a number of
research organizations
which lay stress upon
their radlo research, Only -the small
stations located at some distance from
metropolitan centers use the mail ap-
proach when selling time. When a big
station uses a malil spread it's out to
prove either one of two things: (1) That
the other fellow’s Hooper has holes or
(2) that the station in question may
not have top listening audience but it
does have the most loyal.

Back in the old days volume of fan
mail might have been used to try to
prove a show had a large audience. But
today top-notch radio execs, seeing the
light of day, use mail breakdowns o_nly
for specialized purposes. The reasoning
about fan mail has become so scientific,
it il1 behooves “the brain” to stick out
his neck with any generalized statements.

Personalities Pull

Just about all the execs agree that a
good program featuring a well-loved per-
sonality can draw mail. Tom Breneman,
of the Blue Network’s Breakfast at
Sardi’s program, can pull mail at the
drop of a plug. But that is because
Breneman in terms of loyalty has been
built up to tops in the hearts of fem
radio listeners. Blue officials, however,
will never say that mail response for
Breakfast proves anything about the
quantity of listeners. Loyalty, they say;
nothing but loyaity, and of course that’s
not bad. Loyal listeners usually buy the
product.

Terry and the Pirates (Blue) came to
bat once to prove that loyal listeners
are letter-writing listeners. For a few
weeks the serial had been trying to get
the kids to send In “box tops” for a
periscope premium offer. The young-
sters were cold. So a mastermind got an
inspiration. Terry was written into a
tough spot, so he pulled his trusty peri-
scope out of his pocket, and, presto, an
avenue of escape. Into the picture came
the element of listener loyalty, and in
one week requests for the periscope
tripled.

Letter Low=-Downs

One of the newest trends in analyzing
fan maill can be seen In offices of nets
employing psychologists to get the low-
down on the letter writers. Realizing
that the smart program planner is one
who shapes his shows to fit the tastes of
listeners, the brain-trusters analyze each
letter until they know everything but
the color of the eyes and hair of its au-
thor. They are able, so they claim, to
determine a letter-writer’s age, sex, edu-
cation and economic end social strata.
Then when Mr. Potential Sponsor comes
in, they are able to tell him what type
of person likes what type of show. If he
wants to reach a definite type of listener,
an air piece can be planned for him
quicker than a New Yorker will reach for
tickets to Oklahbma.

Cities Have To Beg
It has come to the fore, too, that a
letter from a fan in the big city is worth
five from his brother or sister in the
sticks. To draw mail in New York sta-
tions and networks have to just about
get down on their knees and beg. Sta-

h

tions In rural areas ¢an draw mall by
simply putting on a hillbilly. But in
the urban areas it takes a well-known,
well-liked personality or a sensational
free offer to do the trick. Martin Block’s
Make Believe Ballroom, on New York’s
WNEW, has pulled heavy mall for years.
But Martin Block is a-definite personality
with a heavy audience in the letter
writing classes anywhere—jitterbugs and
housewives.

So can Paula Stone's Hollywood Digest
(WNEW) pull mail. But here it is a free
offer of legit and movie tickets that does
the trick. In New York theater dqucats
are included in the basic “eight” of fan
mail pulls, That example has a local
angle, but put it into the picture of
any network show, and it has its place.

The Blarney Stone Helps

Some agency execs know that mall can
still be used to do a job. They have
arrived at their know-how to cold, hard-
headed facts stripped of fancy trim-
mings. These execs use mail, correlated
with a sound premium offer to hypo sales
for their sponsors. Premiums are still
a good part of sales promotion,

Duane Jones, of the ad agency bear-
ing his name, has done special work in
this fleld. Not worrying about the short-
ages of former premium materials that
have gone to war, Jones uses brain power
instead of purchasing power. Recently
he had the listeners to the David Harum
serial (NBC) crowding the B. T. Babbitt
Company’s mallbox with Bab-O “box

It’s Six for Duffy’s

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.— Duffy’s
Tavern, Ed Gardner's opus, has
unusual writing set-up. For each
episode six or more scripters sub-
mit individual shows which are
complete in themselves. These are
mulled over by Ed Gardner and a
“committee” who select a bit here
and a tid-bit there and Ifinally
concoct a program.

It’s the process week after week.
Each writer gets the fee set for his
script no matter if a single gag
or the entire program Is used.

If you see six sick scripters lis-
tening to Archie on Tuesdays
you'll know the answer. Not one
of the six will admit that the gags
of the other five are worth airing.

tops.” Four hundred thousand in two
weeks was the count. And this job was
done merely by offering the ladies a
bracelet made of stones from the Blarney
Rock of Ireland. Here was & one-two
combination: The personality of David
Harum with built-up loyalty and the
added shot in the arm of a good offer
delivering the final incentive. Mail re-
sulted, but a very special type of mail
for which there was a definite reason.

A few general conclusions can be made
about the radio fan malil picture today.
First, and foremost, never, say the big-
wigs in the know, never try to prove the
quantity of listeners by mail response.
Secondly, if you want to pull mail get
up a show that has a strong personality
who can build up loyalty among the
dial twirlers.  Third. use a scientific
breakdown of mail response as g program
guide. Fourth, if the urban listeners
don’t keep your mailman busy, don't be
surprised. Finally, and most important
of all, don’t accept any generalized pitch
that presents some rather impressive
figures not broken down to what they
mean. Mere figures can be misleading.
It's the why of the figures that does the
talking.

Mutual’s Angle on Bayuk Simply
Program Clean-Up; Trade

Fingers

Crossed

Move Opens All MBS Programs to Scrutiny

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Mutual is still
not putting out on the Sam Balter-
Phillies Cigar fracas. Even the usually
verbose Miller McClintock, MBS prexy,

would say only, “Mutual does not want -

to make any statement at this time.
However, the advertising agency involved
will probably select a new commentator
over the week-end.”

There are plenty of angles to the story.
Local radiomen shy away from the Col.
McCormick slant on the- basls that any-
thing as heavy handed as this sudden
shuttering of Balter is not smart. *“You
may not like the Colonel,” sald one exec,
“or his politics but this is too easy to
leave on the doorstep of. The Chicago
Tribune. If McCormick was out to get
Balter he figured to be more deft about
it.”

Other agency people point to Bayuk’s
$670,000 billing on Mutual for 1943—mak-
ing the cheroot firm the network’s fourth
best customer—as ample reason for the
web’'s not “cutting off its nose to spite
its face.” Mutual is still growing and
needs thils biz like a wounded soldier
needs blood plasma.,

Almost everyone agrees that Balter has
been caught In the middle of what is
basically interpreted as a fight between
the network and the ad agency, Ivey &
Ellington, handling the account. The
agency has had a troubled career with
the commentators it has used on this
account and apparently the network has
decided to step in and clean up the
situation.

Most recently Cal Tinney, while he

was on for Phillies, was hauled on the
carpet by the War Department for some
statements he had made about the op-
eration of canteens in camps. Quite pos-
sibly, figure the sideline strategists, Bal-
ter’s blasts anent McCormick had a sub-
conscious influence on the Mutual execs.

So when they started cleaning up the
Mutual program  schedule—something
Mutual has been wanting to do for some
time—they unwittingly picked first on
Balter and the Phillies program even tho
there are programs on MBS with less au-
dience appeal and lower Hooperatings—
Balter has a 4.4 as compared to 3.3 for
Raymond Clapper, 3.8 for Cedric Foster
and 4.8 for Fulton Lewis.

Apparently the Mutual program com-
mittee decided that Balter “did not
measure up to their program standards”
since he had been a sports newsman and
was now doing news commenting. So
they stepped in at what they considered
a good time, canceled Balter, and offered
one of their other commentators, pos-
slbly Royal Arch Gunnison, as a substi-
tute.

Big Stick Has Thorns

What Mutual didn’t realize aforehand
was that its timing and tactics were
small-time even tho its desire might
have been big-time. Once the network
took an arbitrary stand, MBS could af-
ford to get tough since the sponsor
would probably find it tough getting an-
other network of 72 stations at 8 p.m.
each Monday, Wednesday and Friday,

Ellis Drops Contest;
Says Song Battle
Not Unpatriotic

Bows to Kate Smith

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Answering Kate
Smith’s blast against his early a.m. pro-
gram, Battle of Song (The Billboard, De-
cember 23), because it solicited votes by
mail and telephone in wartime, Steve
Ellls, WOR platter jockey, who conducted
the contest on his Moonlight-Saving
Time alring, denied that the Battle con-
travened patriotic practices and used
facts and figures to prove his case,

Last August, he said, before the con-
test went on the air, he checked with
the telephone company to find out
whether calls made in the early morning
hours would jam up needed lines. The
company told him, he said, that only
about 5 per cent of all calls between 2:30
and 5 a.m.,, local and long distance, were
business calls. Thus, since the program
went on between 2:30 and 3:30 a.m. and
voters were asked to phone their choice
locally, not by long distance, Ellis said
that there was no lack of patriotism,
since phone ops were not overloaded.

Night Shifts Checked

Also, he explained that prior to the
opening of the contest, he contacted per-
sonnel officials of Wright Aeronsautical,
Curtis Wright and Brewster Aeronautical
aviation plants to find out the best time
in which to steam up interest in the con-
test among war workers. Officials, he
said, cited any time between 2:30 and
3:30 a.m. as the best hour, since in these
plants workers were on their lunch re-
cess. The program, which pitted disks
of top chirpers and thrushes, soliciting
votes for the most popular, went over
big with workersy he added.

Steve Bows to Kate
In the 16 weeks during which he ran
the contest, Ellis said that 20,000 phone
calls had been received. However, bow-
ing to the Kate Smith objections that
such contests were unpatriotic, Ellis ex-
plained, the contest part of his Moon-
light-Saving Time was dropped last week,
and is replaced by Torch Time, an airing
in which top male and femme. singers are
featured in love songs, while Ellis does a
production job beforehand, reciting the
lyrics, etc. He added that requests to
start another contest have been heavy

since the Battle of Song closed.
“We felt,” he said, “that we'd like to
co-operate with Kate Smith, who has
done such a swell patriotic job herself.”

Candidate Buys Station

PORTSMOUTH, N. H., Jan. 15—Sta-
tion WHEB has been purchased by
Charles M. Dale, former mayor and prom-
inently mentioned as a candidate for
governor, for the sum of $60,000. Pre-
vious owner was R. G. LaTourneau. No
statement as to future plans were avail-
able.

they became subject to scrutiny and
criticism.

This scrutiny uncovered the McCor-
mick angle. And criticism pointed to the
puny stature of Mutual’s shows as terse
comment on the judgment of the MBS
program committee,

Sum total of this, its first step into
the “big-stick class,” has Mutual deep in
its foxhole worried about the Chicago
angle. And they had something to worry
about since the Philadelphia newspapers
were sniffing about the story and at
least one gossip columnist in that town
had written about Sam Balter and a
“certain isolationist publisher in the
Midwest.”

Meanwhile someone down at the net-
work was smart enough to keep dangling
commentator Gunnison before the client
and his agency. Quite possibly Gunni-
son's rep and scrapbook, he's recently
back from an extended stay in Jap prison
camps, may soothe the peeved sponsor.
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Jett Nominated
By FDR To Fill

Payne’s Shoes

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—The nomina-

tion of Ewell K. Jett to be a member of @

Federal Communications Commission for
a seven-year term was announced by
President Roosevelt Thursday (13).

Jett, {f confirmed, will take the seat
left vacant on the commission by expira-
tion of the term of Commissioner George
H. Payne. Commissioner Payne was re-
nominated last July, but two days after
his name had been sent to the Senate
the renomination was withdrawn. A
later explanation from sources close to
the White House pointed out that the
name of Payne had automatically been
sent up for renomination without the
President’s knowledge,

The new nominee is known as a tech-
nical radio expert and Is described as
having grown up with radio. He enlisted
in the navy in 1911 and studied at the
navy radlo school. Before coming to FCC
he was loaned by the navy to the old
Federal Radlo Commission. Recently he
was made chairman of the Inter-
Departmental Radio Advisory Committee,
and he is also chairman of the co-
ordinating committee of the Board o(o
War Communications.

Senate action of the Jett nomination
is expected promptly as the active nature
of the commission requires full member-
ship.

Jett “Affronts” Republicans

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Ewell K. Jett's
nomination to FCC membership by FDR
was scored heavily by Senate Republican
leader Bridges who termed the nomina-
tion “an affront to every Republican.”

“Mr. Jett,” he said, “is not a Repub-
lican, never has been a Republican and
can, under no circumstances, qualify as
Republican.”

Protest is likely to stir opposition to
Jett’s appointment when his name is
brought before the Senate for confirma-
tion to succeed a Republican.

Pekor to CBS

NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—Charles Pekor,
for seven years a member of the NBC
flackery, resigned this week to join CBS
press info. He will have a road assign-
ment with Columbia.

Pekor has a long newspaper back-
ground, he came to NBC from The New
York Sun. When he checked out of NBC
he was feature editor.

Don Douglas 7 Times a Week

NEW YORK. Jan. 15.—In line with Tiny
Ruffner’s policy of building WOR's day-
time listening audience, Don Douglas's
Black Castle, one man show chiller which
has been airing Tuesday and Thursday
nights, will go on Monday thru Friday
at 2:45-3 p.m., starting January 31. The
eve shots will continue for at least two
weeks and If reaction is favorable, they
will be dropped in favor of five & week
daytime slot. This means that Douglas
will do seven shows a week for awhile.
Reversing the usual trend, if show. clicks,
daytime will be the reward.

Fan Lockout

TACOMA, Wash., Jan. 15.—Sta-
tlon KTBI had planned a New
Year’s Eve studio party. All dur-
ing the evening announcer Burke
Ormsby ballied the affalr.

About 11:45 Ormsby told listen-
ers that he hoped too many had
not been disappointed in not get-
ting in for the party, but to
“hurry down now, everything is
all right.”

Then Ormsby explained that
the janitor, who had the keys to
the building in which the station
is located, didn’'t know anything
about the party and had locked
the doors to the building entrance
at 11 p.m. The janitor unlocked
the doors. The party started late
but was a success after all.

KSL Comes Forth
And Is Identified

SALT LAKE CITY, Jan. 15—
KSL (CBS), thru Manager Ivor
Sharp, unhesitatingly and un-
ashamedly pleads gullty to being
the unnamed station about which
H. V. Kaltenborn (NBC com-
mentator) declared: “For example
in areas down under, a Salt Lake
City station-—call letter not re-
membered—comes in like a local.”
(The Billboard, January 1.)

G. I. malil response to KSL pro-
grams has been so heavy from the
South Seas that KSL programs
are bullt entirely for consump-
tion of the.armed forces stationed
there. Programs are basically
messages for the men in the forces
from the folks at home.

No OWI use has been made of
the station’s freak signal. The
government agency is still using
stock blurbs for rationing, salvage,
etc.,, for the Intermountain ligt-
eners only.

Newspapers May
Own Outlets “If”,

Says FCC Ruling

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.~—Federal Com-
munications Commission Thursday (13)
ended one of the most bitter fights in
radio history when its members voted
unanimously to issue no general rule dis-
criminating against newspaper owners
who have radio holdings or who are
trying to acquire radio stations.

In a formal statement accompanying
the ruling the FCC stated: “The com-
aission today closed the record and dis-
missed the proceeding instituted pur-
suant to orders 79 and 79A relating to
newspaper ownership of radio stations.”

It was with these proceedings that
the FCC had been trying to divorce joint
ownership of newspapers and radio sta-
tions and prevent the granting of li-
censes to newspaper owners seeking to
gain the right to build any type of radio
station—standard broadcasting, FM or
television.

In its formal statement the FCC also
sald the “Commission does not feel that
it should deny a license merely because
the applicant is engaged or interested
in a particular type of business.”

Then warning that this new ruling was
not a green light for those who seek to
gain a monopoly in the radio industry
at the expense of the general public, the
statement continued, “The commission,
however, does not intend, in granting
licenses in the public interest, to permit
concentration of control in the hands
of the few to the exclusion of the many
who may be equally well qualified to
render such public service as is required
of a licensee.

That part'of the statement, it was felt
here, - was clearly an indication that
newspaper owners might still have trou-
ble when they apply for FM or television
licenses if the granting of such licenses
would represent a control of news media
in their regions.

WGN, Chi, Springs
With 2 New Quizzes

CHICAGO, Jan. 16.—WGN is launch-
ing two new quiz programs, one of which
changed its title at the last moment be-
cause a program of the same name is
current on WMAQ. The first, which
started Thursday (13), was originally
titled Words and Music and is sponsored
by The Chicago Tribune. When an-
nouncements of the show appeared a
representative of WMAQ called the at-
tention of WGN to a program titled
Words and Music that has been heard
on the NBC station for nearly 10 years.
WGN then changed its title to Words and
Rhythm.

WGN’s other new quiz show, which
debuts Sunday (16), will be known as
The Sky Riders and will be broadcast
from the Servicemen's Center, with Jess
Kirkpatrick, announcer, and Sally Smith,
actress, conducting it.

Labor Needs Radio Savvy
Say Program Managers at
NAB - ACL: Meeting

Unions Have Squawks, Too

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—t still is not all
peaches and cream in the dispute labor
orgs are having with radio execs in an
effort to get more air time. This was re-
vealed Wednesday (12) at a meeting here
between the members of the program
managers’ executive committee of the
NAB and labor representatives. The con-
fab was engineered by the American Civil
Liberties Union.

At the meeting, which was held on the
second day of a two-day conference of
the NAB program managers, it developed
that much will have to be done both by
labor and by broadcasters before that
great day which satisfles all parties ar-
rives. The NAB members went away feel-
ing that unless labor organizations begin
to realize problems of station execs wiio
are not satisfied that labor has good pro-
gram material to offer, good material that
will maintain listeners, the problem will
remain unsettled. The labor leaders
agreed that they had a duty to offer better
program suggestions than those of the
past, but they also stated they felt radio
should mend its ways.

Representing the ACLU was its radio
chairman, Thomas R. Carskadon; Morris
Novik, manager of WNYC, New York’s
city-owned station; Dr. Paul Lazarsfeld,
director of the Radio Research Division
of Columbia TUniversity, and Norman
Thomas.

The-labor team was made up of Charles
Yale Harrison, of the AFL; George Bal-
danzi, CIO; Charles W. Ervin, Amalga-
mated Clothing Workers of America; Max
D. Danish, of the International Ladies’
Garment Workers, and Edward Levinson,
United Automobile Workers, CIO.

The NAB line-up at the confab in-
cluded Harold Fair, of WHO, chairman
of the NAB PMEC; Willard D. Egolf, NAB
secretary; Wynn Wright, NBC; Doug
Coulter, CBS; George Sutherland, WFCI,
Pawtucket, R. I, William J. Adams,
WHEC, Rochester, N. Y.; J. Robert De-
Haven, WTCN, Minneapolis; Glenn Jack-
son, WSPD, Toledo, and Irvin G. Abeloff,
WRYVA, Richmond, Va.

Labor Complains on Time

Labor opened up its barrage with the
statement that according to NAB rules,
labor is allowed to buy time to discuss
anything but a controversial issue, but
that few station managers seemed to
realize that. The difficulty labor has in
obtaining time on the air was stressed.
‘The labor leaders maintained labor
should be given time on the air to ex-
press its views, even on controversial

No $100 “Gold Pot”
ForWICCListeners;

Hoaxed Fans Burn

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., Jan. 15.—WICC
here has been on the receiving end of a
hoax. The trouble began New Year’s
Eve when several hundred residents of
the Bridgeport area began to receive tele-
phone calls Informing them that they
had won a $100 “pot of gold” award on
a radio program. Each victim was told
that he must appear at the WICC office
within half an hour, with proper identi-
fication, to collect the prize. *

Some of the call recipients were smart
enough to telephone the station and
learned that nothing was known of the
alleged award. Others made the trip to
the station, only to discover that they
had been kidded. They burned plenty
at the gag.

Florence Ballou Robinson, assistant
station manager, said that the mysterlous
telephone caller has a girlish voice and
identified herself over the telephone to
the victims as Miss Evans, secretary to
the station manager.

There is no Miss Evans at WICC.

Bridgeport police are investigating.

issues. In such cases, it was thought,
time should be given free.

A few specific cases in which labor
claimed well-known commentators had
taken definitely blased attitudes were
brought before the conference. It was
then recommended by the labor repre-
sentatives that program managers should
see, to it that In similar cases in the
future the NAB code limiting commenta-
tors to impartial reporting of news should
be applied,

Get Program Help, Says NAB

The NAB members responded to labor’s
complaint that it did not receive suffi4
clent time on the air with the warning
that until it became hep to programing
such a state would continue. Thelr posi-
tion was that listeners are hard to get
these days, and radio will not sacrifice
listeners for any reason.

When all the fire and smoke had died
away, It could be seen that the problem
was a bit closer to a solution for all con-
cerned, but there was still much to be
done. Both sides agreed that only future
meetings and a give and take attitude on
the part of all could do the trick. That
great day is still in the future.

New Ad Agency
Job-—--Artanis
Squeal Nixer

Juve Balcony Tried

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.—First attempt
to muzzle Frank Sinatra’s bobby sock
trade is being made here by J. Walter
Thompson Agency after appeals to the
Juves at last week’s opener failed to hold
outbursts in check. Truman Bradley,
announcer on the show, pleaded with the
kids before the show went on the air
asking them to refrain from showing
their enthusiasm while Sinatra was in
the middle of a number. Speech made
little impression, for the kids let go
whenever they felt the urge and mute
appeals from the show’s producer did
not quiet them.

Agency feels that 1,100 patrons of the
CBS Playhouse may not mind the child-
ish outbursts, but that radio audience
was getting fed up on that type of thing.
Agency spokesman claimed that most lis-
teners did not share bobby sock contin-
gent’'s views on wanrbler and that he
would have to be sold as a straight sing-
er, minus vocal trimmings from the
audience, during numbers. Agency
spokesman went on to say that kid's en-
thusiasm was a fine thing and that
neither the network nor J. Walter Thomp-
son wanted to dampen their spirits. Only
thing they are interested in {s selling the
juves on the idea of doing their cheering
at the conclusion of a number, not in
the middle of it.

One idea to be tried is limiting down-
stairs ducats to grown-ups and putting
the kids in the balcony, where their
volces cannot be picked up so easily.
Whether this will have the desired effect
or not remains to be seen,

Skeptics came to the initial airing con-
vinced that Sinatra cued the kids in
their outbursts. But they found that
the warbler didn’t lift an eyebrow or
signal the cheering in any way. Vine
Street crowd is now convinced the Kkids
are on the level.
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TBA Being Set
in Chi; Idea’s

Paramount’s

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. — Broadcasters
and one agency man are meeting at the
Palmer House in Chicago, Monday and
Tuesday (17-18) for the formation of
the Television Broadcasters’ Assoclatlon.

It is expected that the org will be
patterned along lines of the NAB for
mutual co-operation among television
people.

All statlon owners and operators are
eligible for membership and agencies
may be admitted under an associate
membership plan.

Local reps to the meet are O. A, Han-
son, NBC; Allen B. DuMont, DuMont
Laboratorles; Paul Knight, C. E. Bingley
and Courtney Pitt, Philco; Paul Ral-
bourn, Paramount; James McLean and
Willilamm Chamberlaln, General Electric;
J. R. Poppele, WOR, and Richard Hub-
bell, N. W. Ayer.

Chicago reps will be at hand for Bala-
ban & Katz and Zenith Radio; and from
Hollywood, the Don Lee net and Para-
mount.

Get~together cailed by Claus Lansberg
of Paramount.

Blue Still Selling

No Soapies Stance
With Variety Shows

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.—Added plans
for Blue Network’s bid for daytime audi-
ence via the variety show route was an-
nounced here this week by Phillips Car-
lin, program head, who is in town looking
for new ideas. Blue's attempt to wean
listeners away from the heavily en-
trenched soap operas on rival webs was
revealed by The Billboard some months
ago when Your Dubonnet Date teed off
from here.

First new varlety show to hit the air-
lanes is the Connee Boswell program,
which originates in San Francisco during
the star’s appearance in the legit pro-
duction, Curtain Time. "When'stage pro-
duction folds, show will move to Holly-
wood ‘for several broadcasts and then
heads for New York.

With night sked nearly sold out, web
officlals are turning their attention on
the daytime spots. Blue s ploneering
this move to give the daytime . listener
something besides tear-Jerkers and rec-
ipes. Not too long ago program heads
shied clear of any attempts to alter the
daytime listening fare, current beltef that
a big time variety show would not do
a selling job for the sponsor. These ideas
have been tossed in the ash can and the
smart boys have come to realize that
nearly any program that sells at night,
can be sold on the day schedule,

Those close to the radio picture here
predict that other networks will soon be
following the Blue’s iead in attempting
to get away from orthodox daytime
schedules. ~

FBI Hoover Is
Lea Comm’s New

Headline Bid

WASHINGTON, Jan. 15.—Chief G-man
J. Edgar Hoover will go before the Lea
Committee Investigating the Federal
Communications Commission to testify
on how much co-operation the FBI has
been receiving from Chairman James L.
Fly.

Chief Counsel Eugene L. Garey an-
nounced this week that he was calling
the ace G-man to testify.

Some capital observers were quick to
point out that the Lea Comumittee had
been getting little public attention re-
cently, and that Garey’s action in calling
a colorful figure like Hoover may be a
smart bid for more and better headlines.

Riley Backstops Luckenbill

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Tom Riley jolned
William Esty & Company this week as
producer-director. He’ll asslst Thomas D.
T.uckenbill, v.-p. and radio director. Riley,
8 veteran staffer for NBC, where he was
on the tele staff, has been directing day-
time programs for Pedlar. Ryan & Luske
for the past several months.

Six-Way Pick-Up

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—~New dra-
matic show at Transamerican called
Jerry Morton. . Carl Eastman
now director there. Rather
than replace Louis Sorin, who does
Abie’s Irish Rose at the new time
that The Cisco Kid goes on, the
role of Pancho has been written
out of the script. . . . Appoint-
ment With Life owned, authored
and directed by Mark Goodwin,
auditioned hy Blue. . . . Ted
Malone musical ditto. . . . In addi-
tion to his regular engineering
duties, Albert April, who assisted
Bunny Shell at Transamerican, will
take over Shell’s auditioning chores.
. . . Bill Marshall directing
America Looks Ahead, post-war
forum skedded for Blue. . . .Larry
Berns on Coast, will produce two
War Bond shows to air January 23,
30. . . . Austin (Ginger) Johnson
is back from Florida where, ac-
cording to Alan Kent, Johnson be-
came himself again. They're the
team of Kent Johnson, of Pepsi-
Cola fame. . . . Bill Lazar replaces
Lamont Johnson for Wheatena
newscast while he’s on the road
with Truth or Consequences.

2 - *

Additions to WOR War Services and
News Division include Paul Killiam, John
R. Thornton and C. Campbell Crawford.
. « « Doug Chandier new Jap menace
on Chick Carter. . . . Whitford Kane
on CBS’s “Kitty Foyle.” . . . Dot
Mallinson doing Nurse on CBS’s “Life

Can Be Beautiful.” . . Robert Afli-
son replaces Ed Mellinger, now in USMS,
in CBS’s Education Division. . . . Mitzi

Gould has snared running part on ‘Light
of the World,” done by Basil Loughran.
« « « Jeanctte Fuller, traffic manager
WCKY, Cincinnati, floored with flu for
few days. Dick Sanville, CBS
director, will do a series of recorded
programs for Belgian Information Cen-
ter. It’s dramatic propaganda written
by Helen Candle and Anne Spinncy.
* * *

CHICAGO, Jan. 15. — Everett
Clarke, WBBM announcer, devoting
spare time to putting on plays two
Sundays & month at Jack and Jill
Theater. Navy public rela-
tions department and Blue net-
work threw a press party at Great
Lakes Naval Tralning Station
launching “Navy Mother of 1944.”
. . . WGN staff organist Len Salvo
leaves the station this week and
heads for the West Coast.

Skip Farrell, radlo singer, opens a.
week's engagement at the Chicago
Theater Friday (21). . . . “Dynamo
Dave” Edelson celebrated his 21st
year in radio this month by send-
ing to Washington for a patent on a
batteryless flashlight. . . . Rena
Craig, actress, is at her parents’
home in Denver waiting to become
a mother. . . . Louls Panico, staff
musician for the last three years,
started his own twice-weekly show,
Louis Panico and His Laughing
Trumpet, Thursday (13) on WBBM.
® ¢ .

Pauline Hopkins, writer of “That
Brewster Boy,” back home from the
hospital with her new baby, Holly Jean
Vinson, and her friends are predicting
there’ll be a hospital sequence in the
CBS show any day now. . . . June
Lyon, NBC staff pianist, doubling as a
free-lance actress.

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15. — Bill
Demling inking a contract as writer
and assistant megger to Dick Mack
on Blue Ribbon Town. . . . Erskine
Johnson celebrating his 500th con-
secutive broadcast of his Hollywood
Spotlight. Hal Gerard and
Ge Ge Pearson hecame Mr. and Mrs.
on New Year's Eve at El Rancho

Vegas. . . . John Swallow resting
at Big Bear and catching plenty of
snow. . . . Chet Huntley, CBS

news analyst, is getting a bid for an
appearance before Lockheed Pen-
guin Club. . . . Joe Bigelow In Chi-
cago to visit his mother, who is ill.
] Harry Geller, staff musician
fOr the past eight years at KNX,
inducted into the army this week.
Dick Marvin. radio head of
Ward Wheelock agency, in town for
a look at new program ideas.

Mary Hetherton, secretary in the
Don lee press department, sport-
ing a new engagement ring.

Dick Gibson, producer of Bob Burns
show, turning reins over to Sam
Pierce. Gibson takes over new post
as Coast talent buyer for Ruthrauff
& Ryan. . . . United Airlines show,

¢ € [

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan. 15.—Lyall
Smith, WCCO-CBS studio super-
visor, wedded Evelyn Harverud, of
Minneapolis durlng past week.
They are spending three-week
honeymoon in Mexico. .
“Swanny” Hagman, WTCN- Blue
prexy, on board of Blue web. .
Harry Aspleaf, KSTP farm service
director, was glven testimonial
dinner. Bill paid by group of
Minnesota farmers for Aspleaf's
part in getting Uncle Sam to
change its price policy on hog
sales at South St. Paul market.

. Clellan Card, WCCO gabber,
will emsee annual banquet and
meeting of Twin City Retail Drug-
gists” Association January 19.
Highlight will be 15-minute quiz
show to be transcribed and broad-
cast later over WCCO. . . . Al and
Hank, of KSTP's Dakota Ramblers,
daily morning program, have been
invited to take part in National
Barn Dance (29). Picked by
Pete Lund, of Wade ad agency,
to be first guest act in a series
featuring billies from all around
country. . . . Chili Willilams, army
pin-up girl, the former Marion
Sorenson, of Minneapolis, told all
about her quick rise to fame on
Darragh Aldrich’s Calling Al
Women over WCCO.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15—Jack
Rellly, KYW sportscaster, audi-
tioning to air the Yank and Giant
baseball games next season. . . .
Fred Darwin’s dally Vogues in
Rhythm  platter spinning on
WPEN, gets 15 minutes of Joe
Franzosa's studio band. . . . Ed-
ward G. Budd latest war plant
to spot “help wanted” ads on
WFIL. . Tom Moore, former
WIBG mike man, upped to first
looie with air force in England.

. . WIP sponsoring local preview
of War Department Report, NAB-
auspiced movie, January 24. . .
BBC sent WIP a special transcrlp-
tlon carrying thanks from school
kids of England to local young-
sters. . . . Local political party
groups, campalgning for an unex-
pired Congressional seat, grabbing
up all avalilable alr time during
the next two weeks. . . . Skipper
Dawes, WFIL's educational direc-
tor, running Story Hours at neigh-
borhood public library branches to
tie In with his Studio Schoolhouse
serles.

CINCINNATI, Jan. 15.—Cecll K.
Carmichael, former promotion and
publicity director at WLW here and
until his recent induction with
WEAF, New York, is now a private
in Cannon Co., 225th Inf,, Camp
Van Dorn, Miss. . . . Fred Thomas,
former editor of WLW and WCKY
newsrooms, has been promoted to
sergeant In the marines. .
France Raine Jr., former WCKY
newsograph op, hag been upped to
sergeant with the army at Camp
Bruber, Okla. His dad Is The Cin~
cinnati Times-Star radio ed. . . .
Dan Riss, former WLW announcer
and narrator, with WTAM, Cleve-
land, since last July, returned to
the Nation’s Station Monday (9) as
Sohlo Reporter. . . James D.
Shouse, v.-p. of the Crosley Cor-
poration in charge of broadcasting,
will address the Cincinnati Adver-
tisers’ Club Wednesday (19) on
the subject “International Band
Wagon.” Shouse recently spent a
month in England as a guest of the
BBC. . . . Paul Davis, formerly
of WCOL, Columbus, O., has joined
WCPO’s announcing staff here. . . .
WCKY staff members chose AFRA
as its bargalning agent at an elec-
tion held at NLRB offices here
Thursday. Thirteen employees
voted, nine for AFRA and one
against. Three votes were chal-
lenged.

Central Division of
Blue Shearing Its
NBC Apron Strings

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—Numerous changes
in the Blue Network's central division
are belng made this month as a result of
a marked increase in business, along
with an effort to effect a complete
separation of as many departments as
possible since the split of the Blue and
NBOC.

One of the major changes will be the
establishment of the Blue’s own news
and speclal events department. Under the
present operating set-up the news fa-
cilities of NBC are being used. By the
end of the month the Blue will have its
own complete staff and will also main-
tain its own transcription library, guest
relatlons department and reception staff.
A number of studlos have been leased
from NBC by the Blue for use in broad-
casting programs originating in Chicago.

Some 3,700 additional square feet of
space on the 18th floor of the Merchan-
dise Mart has been taken, and the entire
program and traffic departments of the
Blue will be moved from the 19th floor.
This will allow for expansion of the en-
gineering, promotion, business, publicity
and WENR sales departments, which re=-
main on the 19th.

GE Promotes Tele
Listening Response

Yia“Phone-In” Show

NEW YORK, Jan. 15. — WRGB, GEs
television station in Schenectady, N. Y.,
is presenting a Phone-In show each Fri-
day.

The title of the serles gets its name
from the fact that during each show
the audience at home is invited to phone
in suggestions and criticisms directly to
the studio while the acts are hitting the
ether.

Using the idea, the technical and pro-
gram staffs of WRGB ‘have been able to
collect coincidental information on audi-
ence preferences as to plan of presenta-
tion, lighting and reception. The tastes
of the public will be incorporated into
future programs.

Similar idea was used several years
ago In radio during an Amateur Script
Writers’ Hour, when Station WBNX
(Bronx, N. Y.) asked listeners who didn’t
like a particular script to phone in and
request its being yanked. When five
people called the playlet Involved goti
the hook. It was no surprise to broad-
casters; however, that very few fans
called. Dialers are known to be patient.

New Net Contract
For Key Pounders

Ready for Battle

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Radio Writers’
Guild is now negotiating with NBC, CBS
and Blue for 2 new contract for dramatic
and continuity staffers.. Ditto with NBC
for news writers.

No date has been set for meeting with
the nets but since present contract Is
expiring, the meeting will of necessity
have to be within the next week or so.

Early Tickets—or Else

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.-—-Wartime re-
strictions have put a crimp in the sell-~
ing of extra luncheon tickets at FM
Broadcasters, Inc., fifth annual meeting
luncheons, January 26-27, at the Com-
modore Hotel. For that reason, last-
minute purchase of tickets cannot be
made and only such reservations &s are
included in the registrations for .the
meeting are available. No extra tickets
will be sold.

Kiddies To Look ’n’ Listen

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—WRGB, General
Electric tele station, Schenectady, N. Y.,
will experiment with televised comic strips
Sunday (16) night. ‘““Uncle Gene” Graves
will read the funnies to the kiddies. If
the Schenectady area audience llkes the
idea, it may become a regular feature of
the station and video will have its first
regular “Uncle.”
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West Coast Now Guinea Pig

Fem-Participating
Philly Programs OK;
’43 Fine for Welles

PHILADELPHIA, #an. 15—It's the
start of a very good year for Ruth
Welles, who conducts the daily KYW
women’'s program. Gal has had renewals
from six participating sponsors since
the start of the year and picked up two
brand-new bank rollers on the way.
Other fem programs are doing okay here
also, with plenty of sponsors picking
up their options every month.

Two new sponsors buylng Into her
show are Minwax Company, Inc., New
York, taking two participations a week,
for 13 weeks, for liquid floor wax, thru
the R. T. O’Connell Company, Gotham
agency, and the local Radnal Cosmetic
Laboratory contracting for one participa-
tion a week for 13 weeks, placing thru
the Elinor L. Brown Agency.

Six other sponsors renewing partici-
pations for 13-week periods include: Lit-
tle Crow Milling Company, Warsaw, Ind.,
five times weekly thru Rogers & Smith,
of Chicago; Rockwood & Company,

Brooklyn, thru ©Federal Advertising
Agency, New York, continuing ité three
participations weekly; three participa-
tions weekly for P. Duff & Sons, Inc.,
Pittsburgh, for Duff’s mixes, thru W.
Earl Bothwell, Pittsburgh; James G.
Lamb Agency here has renewed its one
per week participation for the Keystone
Macaroni Company, Lebanon, Pa. to
plug San Giorgia Macaroni; Abbott’s
Dairies here, thru Richard A. Foley, two
weekly participations for milk and ice
cream, and Dif Corporation, Garwood, N.
J., thru Grey Advertising Agency, New
York, three weekly participations.

Radio Review

“Freedom of Opportunity”

Reviewed Saturday, 8:30-9 p.m. Style
— Drama. Sponsor — Mutua! Benefit
Health & Accident Association of
Omaha. Agency — Arthur Meyerhoff.
Station—WOR "(New York) and Mutual.

To tell the story of Freedom of Op-
portunity in America any radio program
would have to be good. The subject
18 the vastness of America. It Is deep
with the mystery of the motivating
forces that have welded this country
into such a powerful segment of so-
clety. It must take into consideration
the thoughts and deeds that have given
life to freedom in America and made it
live.

The subject is so complex it is worthy
of the best writers, musiclans, actors
and producer to make its presentation
lucid, deep and all-embracing. It would
take a team representing the best in
radio. It would, in fact, need a “four
horsemen” of radio to put it across the
goal line of a success worthy of its sub-
Ject.

Apparently the men who were re-
sponsible for this program knew all
that. Por there was a stiffness in the
show which was probably a result of the
awe which all concerned had for the
subject.

Not that the program was not good.
It was very good. It came close to being
one of the best dramatic programs Mu-
tual has put on the air.

Device used to tell the story of “free-
dom of opportunity” in America Is a
series dramatizing the lives of famed
young men of today’s America, with the
implication that if they had not lived
In a country such as the United States
they would never have reached the
helghts. Each week the serles will tell
the story of a *“young man of the week.”
These men will be picked by a board of
the top names in our country. ' Each
week the young man whose story is be-
ing dramatized will appear on the show

Ouch!

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.~ No
one has suffered more from Okla-
homa's smash song hits than
Jack Surrick, general sales man-
ager of WFIL. People insist on
now calling him “Surrick With
the Fringe on Top.”

to accept a scroll and key from one of
the judges.

On the first program Major Joe Foss,
marine fller, had his life dramatized. On
the show he accepted his award from J.
Edgar Hoover.

The show started slowly, but when it
got under way it was good. It 'was grip-
ping drama well handled except for the
already mentioned stiffness.

The commercials did not try to pound
home the need for buying insurance with
a fear - provoking technique. They
merely mentioned that one way to ob-
tain “freedom from fear” was to Invest
in a little Insurance.

Considering the job done by all, it was
an oversight on somebody’s part that the
names of the actors, writers, narrator,
orchestra leader and producer were not
glven. Sometimes a pay check is not
enough. Cy Wagner.

Rocky Mountain Protected
States Forming New Ideal

Show and Ad Plan Test Tube

Former Survey Areas No Longer Representative of Country
By LOU FRANKEL

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—New Eng-
land, once prime testing ground for
advertisers and rharketers, seems
headed for the scrap heap in favor

of the West Coast. Main reason for
the geographical change is a wearing
out of the test tube, i. e., there have
been so many “Down East” tests
made that Yankee consumers have
been conditioned off the norm.
Checks of buying habits in food,
drug and liquor stores show cus-
tomers, in longtime “average” towns,

have been overtested to where they
buy a product Just because it's new
and then buy another new product. The

NBC Affiliates Hold Annual
Meet, Elect New Chairman;

Lunch With Wheeler in D. C.

The Senator Is Impressed

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Annual meeting

of the NBC affiliates advisory committee
was held in New York this week for the
purpose of reviewlng what the stations
of this net wanted to do about leglsla-
tive and other matters. Sessions were
closed as usual, and only general policy
matters were handled with two possible
expections. First Paul (Fritz) Morency,
general manager of WTIC, Hartford,
Conn., was elected national chairman,
and second, the group decided to have
lunch with Senator Burton K. Wheeler
to let him know what they thought of
the White-Wheeler Bill.

They lunched with Wheeler in Wash-
ington and then went their separate
ways. That is. all except Morencv and
Bill Hedges, NBC v.-p. in charge of sta-
tion relations, who stayed bhehind in the
capital over the week-end to implement
the politlcal views of the committee.

Statement on the meeting is expected

shortly as these meatters always come
from the chairman of the affiliates body
as an Independent spokesman not of-
ficially representing anyone but the sta-
tions themselves. It’s emphasized that
he does not speak for RCA, parent cor-
poration of NBC, or for the net itself.

It’s asserted by a source close to the
Wheeler that he had recelved a plcture
of broadcasting from the members of the
committee (each of whom is elected by
a regional NBC affiliates group), quite
different from the picture which he gath-
ered from the witnesses who gave testi-
mony before the sensatorial body investi-
gating the FCC and the need for further
lamislation governing that regulatory
body. ™

They presented “facts not words,” the
Senator is reported to have stated. If so
they came to the affiliates meet prepared
for political action.

audience?

of their choice.

to sell itself?

listeners.

An Idea

Why don't station operators usé thelr microphones to talk to thelr
They use newspapers, posters, billboards and throwaways,
but they ignore their own medium.

It’s a fact that radio audiences are loyal to programs and stations
It's a fact that radio has successfully sold everything,
including competitive advertising media. Why couldn’t radio use itself

Obviously the best way to do this would be to infensify audience
loyalty. And one way to achieve this loyalty would be for the active head
of the station to make periodic reports, say every month, to the station’s

These reports might cover what the station had accomplished from
a public service standpoint, what it had in mind for the future, what
was new commercially and, above all, why it was doing this or that.
These reports would require expert scripting, obviously, and just as ex-
pert air handling. In fact, it might be worth-while to use a professional
where the top executive didn't have a prime speaking personality.

But FDR has proven, and so has Mayor La Guardia of New York
City, that people want to know what's going on. And just imagine how
valuable such a following can be when radio needs a friend.

Of course, care must be taken not to let editorial opinion creep into
the reports. But It's surprising how effective a straight factual state-
ment can be. Kept interesting, honest and projected with a confidential
approach, such reports should be effective station relations,

area’s reaction to taste, value, perform-
ance iIs no longer a key to national dis-
tribution. The tests do not seem to be
a true indication of the nation’s reaction
to products.

Ad men have been aware of this situa-
tion and have been seeking a fresh test
tube for some time. Most recently Wash-
ington, D. C., was the fair-haired testing
ground.

But here, as In New England,  the
sample was not free of upsetting in-
fluences, albeit different ones. Where
Hartford, for example, was overtested
thru the years, Washington was thrown
out of kilter by the turnover of popu-
lation and influences of thousands of
home towns.

D. C. Tried and Found Wanting

Thus it became increasingly difficult
to provide proper tolerances in any sur-
vey or test operation. Black and white
and radio campaigns-did not prove out,
marketing tests did not stand up and
even mass surveys proved difficult to
analyze.

Reasons are, to surveymen, fairly ob-
vious: Much of the populace read home-
town papers, bought or wanted products
they knew at home, and many others
never became acclimatized to the over-
packed Capital. An additional factor was
the shortage of consumer merchandise,
of all kinds, that had inhabitants of the
District of Columbia trained to buying
what they could get, not what they
wanted.

Thus almost any product moved from
the retailers’ shelves. But the moving
did not provide a check on the pulling
power of an air show, printed adver-
tisement, package or a campalgn.

This was doubly true insofar as radio
was concerned. Just as in Hartford and
similar test tube towns in Yankeeland,
there was in D. C. no comparable radio
check. Listeners consistently dialed in
out-of-town stations and so had an in-
calculable adverse affect on the test.
Even when they couldn’t dial theilr
home-town radlo statlons, they still had
set ideas of what they wanted to hear
based upon their home-town listening
habits. A home-town dialing habit be-
comes set when away from home, sur-
vey men know.

“Protected” West Coast
The West Coast, on the other hand,
stacks up as an isolated entity. Thanks
to the Rocky Mountains, 1t’s a prize test

tube. It has the required population
sample—{financially, educationally and
socially.

It has newspapers that compete with
each other, not with sheets from all over
the country. It has stations that do
likewise. Even If the populace wanted to
listen to remote stations they couldn’t
because the mountains are a rock-ribbed
hurdle that broadcacting signals don't
Jump. And in the Pacific Coast reports
of the C. E. Hooper, Inc, it has an on-
the-scene and experienced survey outfit.

Likewise, and Just as important for
radio, It has practically complete four
network competitive coverage that |is
comparable to the national net picture.
Thus it is possible for an advertiser to
test a program on a West Coast web
and, on the basis of results, project it
to a Coast-to-Coast hook-up and know,
within reason, what to expect.

The answer, as mentioned, 1s the
chain of mountains known as the
Rockies which effectively isolate the
West Coast from the rest of the natlon.
This has a twofold value. Pirst the ad-
vertiser can run a thoro test at a reason-

(See WEST COAST on page 20)
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Horace Greeley in reverse—
“The sensation of the West
is a bigger HIT in the East!"

BROKE THE
ALL-TIME RECORD
AT THE STRAND,
NEW YORK

AND

HELD OVER!

AMERICA'S NO. 1 SONG STYLIST

On a Personal Appearance
Tour of the Nation’s

Leading Theaters

1 .

ELLA MAE MORS

CAPITOL [ COW COW BOOGIE—Capitol's Biggest Seller
RECORDING SHOO SHOO BABY—Nation’s No. 1 Best Seller
ARTIST | NO LOVE, NO NOTHIN'—Coming Up Fast

A

Sincere thanks to Charlie Yates, Leo Morgan, Harry Mayer, Zeb
Epstin and all those who have made my engagement so pleasant.

FREDERICK BROS. ARTISTS CORPORATION ¢ New York — Chicago — Hollywood
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U. S. HAS POLYGLOT “HOT” BOYS
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Esquire Concert
Gets Extensive
Radio Coverage

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—The mag, Es-
quire, will get super air promotion for
its “All-American Jazz Band” concert
at the Metropolitan Opera House here
Tuesday (18). Blue Network will carry it
nationally from 9:30-9:55 on the Victory
Parade of .Spotlight Bands; WHN and
WNEW will ailr the concert locally from
10-11; BBC will record the show for re-
broadcast in England, and the OWI will
record It for rebroadaasts to service
camps overseas. There was also a pos-
sibility that NBC would short-wave the
concert t0 South America but that fell
thru.

WNEW Makes Concert Basis

For “Annual Swing Festival”

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—WNEW here is
using the Esquire Jazz concert as a basis
for programing its “First Annual Swing
Festival” running for a week from to-
morrow thru the 22d. Station will use
Leonard Feather (one of the judges in
the Esquire poll) to collate the material
and will have him and other judges on
programs to play recordings that feature

he musiclans they chose for *“all-
American” designation.

WNEW will also broadcast a jam ses=
sion with Lionel Hampton, Roy Eldridge,
Barney Bigard and: members of Merle
Pitt’s studio band; interviews with Louls
Armstrong, Jack Teagarden, Billle Holi-
day and Coleman Hawkins, and other
programs devoted to playing disks by
the greatest jazz trumpeters, trombon-
ists, ete.

Mon Paree Must Pay
Leeds, Yankee for

Song Infringements

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Mon Paree nitery
here has been ordered to pay $877.90 due
in copyright infringement suit brought
against it by Leeds and Yankee Music, in
a ruling handed down in New York Fed-
eral Court this week. Spot had been
ordered to pay for infringements in
monthly installments several months ago
when the suit was decided in favor of the
publishers, and new ruling, requiring
total payment, was handed down when-it
defaulted in payments for the month of
December.

Songs involved were Mr. Five by Five
(Leeds) and There Are Such Things and
Just As Tho You Were Here (Yankee).

Harms, Berlin File
Against Casablanca

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Harms and Berlin
Music filed copyright infringement
charges in New York Federal Court this
week against the Casablanca nitery here,
which does not hold an ASCAP license,
Involving the performance of four songs.

Pubs maintain that the tunes were per-
formed without the consent of the copy-
right owners, and seek an injunction and
damages at the rate of $250 per infringe-
ment.

Songs involved are Three Little Words,
It Can’t Be Wrong and As Time Goes By,
all published by Harms, and A Pretty
Girl Is Like a Melody, published by Berlin.

Bonnie Baker To
Wax for Beacon

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.— Joe Davis has
signed Bonnie Baker for a single date
recording deal for his Beacon label.

Davis, who speclalizes in race records,
is using pop artists to get the pop tunes
his music firm publishes on wax.

My (Union) Card, Sir

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—~—Leopold
Stokowski had his artistic wrist
slapped by the musicians’ union
because he had publicly bawled
out & member of the NBC Sym-
phony Orchestra. Penalty: public
apology.

H. Leopold Spitalny, personnel
manager of the NBC ork, also got
a dressing down from the Local
802 board here because he falled
to reinstate the put-upon musi-
cian after he had been canned
by Stokowskl. The Spitalny “Leo-
pold” was found guilty of “failure
to properly carry out the duties
of a personnel manager.”

Non-Union Tootlers
Flooding Philly;
AFM Cracking Down

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15. — Influx of
war workers into the city, many playing
musical instruments without benefit of
an AFM card, along with the up-and-
coming high school kids taking musical
Jobs In the evening, has the local mu-
siclans’ unilon combing the after-dark
spots to make sure every one giving out
with music holds a union card. Short-
ages in single plano players and small
units, particularly at the out-of-way and
neighborhood taprooms and taverns un-
able to match prices offered at the estab-
lished spots, has resulted in widespread
use of non-union musicians.

Also flooding the after-dark scene are
musical acts not holding regulation union
cards, particularly accordionists, guitar-
ists and xylophonists. Accordingly, the
local union is keeping a sharp eye out at
all spots. All leaders and contractors have
been instructed to ask for and inspect the
membership cards of any instrumental-
ists apnearing on engagements where they
may be employed, whether the instru-
mentalists play in the show or not.

nion investigators found a number of
places in checking where non-union mu-
sicians were used to play lulls, nitery ops
complaining that they couldn’t find a
union man to take the job because of the
low pay involved. Prize -catch of the
union investigators was a South Philadel-
phia night club where four non-union
harmonica players were playing the lulls.

Another WPB Paper
Cut on Sheet Music

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—War Production
Board supplemented its ruling on paper
quotas for follos with a new order cutting
paper consumption for sheet music to
75 per cent of the amourtt used during
1941. New ruling is directed to printers
instead of directly to publishers as in
the case of folios, and became effective
January 1.

Last year, printers were operating under
an order restricting them to 85 per cent
of the 1941 total, and the new order
slashes off another 10 per cent.

Joe Glaser Sets Up
ABC Coast Office

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15. — Joe Glaser
completed plans for the opening of an
office here for his Associated Booking Cor-
poration (formerly Joe Glaser, Inc.) be-
fore heading back East this week. Glaser,
who plans to divide his time between his
New York and Coast offices, will appoint
a manager here and make formal an-
nouncement of the opening of the new
branch about February 1.

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Harold F. Oxley,
Jimmie Lunceford’s manager, has trained
out for the Coast for a six-week stay to
line up picture deals for the Lunceford
band. Oxley will stop off for a pleasure
trip in Mexico en route.

Belgium, Danish, Javanese,
Egyptian, Turkish, English--

Experts All on Yankee Jazz

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Jazz music Is
as indigenously American as corn whisky,
but about half the oracles discoursing
on the subject in the good old U. S. are
polyglots from Belgium, Egypt, Denmark,
Java and Turkey. The standard text-
book Hot Discography was written by a
Frenchman, and a Britisher is experting
the heated stuff in mags
and over the air. Outside
of that us Yanks have
everything under control.

Until our soldiers took
it abroad with them in
the last war Jazz was
strictly for home con-
sumption, but once edu-
cated ears In other coun-
tries got a load of it they
couldn’t get enough. Louis Armstrong
left these shores in 1930 and stayed
abroad for three years. Long before he
reached his popularity peak on this side
of the big drink Duke Ellington and his
orchestra gave concerts in the capitols
of Europe. Coleman Hawklins led a band
in Holland. Bill Coleman and Dickie
Wells spent years in France, and others
found attention enough in other lands
to warrant self-exile.

Performers, No; Critics, But Yes

In spite. of the propinquity foreign
musicians, for the most part, have failed
to get the hang of the beat and the lick,
anf only two Frenchmen, Django Rein-
hardt and Stephane Grapelly, learned to
swing their instruments our way. Ray
Noble, the English band leader, has con-
sclentiously studied our idiom, and his
first band in America featured men like
Glenn Miller, Charlie Spivak, Toots
Mondello and other swing luminaries.

But critics, on the other hand, speckled
the Old Country like dotted eighth-notes.
“Hot, Clubs” sprang up and jazz maga-

G. 1. “Pistol” in
January Hit Kit

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The January edi-
tion of the army Hit Kit introduces an-
other version of Pistol Packin’ Manmnia,
this time with G.I. lyrics, penned by Pvt.
Hy Zaret, David Schwartz and PJF.C.
Harold Rome.

Other tunes are My Heart Tells Me,
Waltzing Matilda, Hinky Dinky Parlay
Voo, How Sweet You Are, St. Louis Blues,
Soldiers of God and Cuddle Up a Little
Closer.

Marks Takes Over
Piedmont Catalog

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—E. B, Marks
Music acquired all rights to the Pled-
mont Music catalog in a deal consum-
mated Thursday (13), making Marks
sole selling agent. Catalog, which has
about 250 songs, consists almost entirely
of hillbilly music, most of the tunes
having been recorded.

Pledmont catalog, which is licensed
by ASCAP, includes standard hillbilly
favorites like In Eleven More Months
and Ten More Days and There’s a Blue
Sky Way oOut Yonder. Firm was origi-
nally started in 1931 by Arthur Fields
and Fred Hall, hillbilly radio artists.

BillBSard

Tucker Using Autos

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Tommy Tucker
is transporting his band 1in automobiles
again, having accumulated five passen-
ger cars and a truck. Gasoline is not
presenting too much of a problem, as
most of Tucker’s dates call for stays
at locations or theaters and autos are
used only to make the jumps.

zines rolled off the presses.

The first popular book on the subject,
Le Jazz Hot, was written by a Frenchman,
Hugues Panassie, in 1934 and chortly
after his fellow countryman, Charles
Delauney, started compiling Hot Discog-
raphy, a book that disclosed who played
third alto on records the average listener
never heard about, made by companies
no longer existent.

It’s a Living

Many of those critics are now among
us and, with the exception of Nesuhi
Ertergan, son of the Turkish ambassador
whose Interest in Jazz Is simon-pure,
they’re all pretty busy working at it.

Robert Goffin, Belgium lawyer, pub-
lisher and what-not, gave lectures on
Jazz at the New School of Social Research
here, has been a regular contributor to
Esquire, conducted the poll that led to
selection of its ““All-American Jazz Band”
and has a book coming out that will
go into the subject more thoroly.

The English import is Leonard Feather,
who works as both hand press agent and
critic, reviews records for Look and runs
a record quiz program called Platter-
brains on local WMCA.

Harry Lim, Javanese, stages a weekly
Jam sesslon at the Village Vanguard
here; Roger Kay, born in Egypt and
educated in France. writes for music
mags and had a brief career as a band
leader in a local night club; and Timme
Rosenkrantz, an  honest-to-goodness
Danish baron, has a nightly 30-minute
record playing program on Station
WNEW.

What will follow the current appear-
ance of American troops—with bands—
in the four corners of the earth is any-
body’s guess. A Russian legation official
now in this country is a bug on the sub-
ject of jazz and makes no secret of it.
On entering this country he greeted a
customs official with a “Hi yuh, buddy.
What's cookin’?”

Tiny Bradshaw
Stuck When Orp.
Pit Ork Strikes

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 15.—Strike of pit
musicians at the Orpheum Theater here
prevented Tiny Bradshaw and Dorothy
Donegan from opening Wednesday (12)
because of the AFM ruling prohibiting
traveling bands from playing theaters
Unless pit bands are working,

Pit men walked out when the War
Labor Board falled to okay a request
for a $13 wage hike. Musicians, who
are receiving $63 per week, orlginally
asked $90 but compromised at the $13
increase. Officials of Local 47, AFM here,
claimed that the strike was unauthor-
ized, but asserted that the men were
justified in demanding an increase. Or-
pheum management maintained that
they could not legally grant a wage hike,
without WLB permission,

Bradshaw was reported to be burned
up at having been pulled out, after
spending $500 for the trek to the Coast
and expecting to draw $3,000 for that
date. All parties ducked the issue of
who was going to pay the band, Local
47 claiming there is no money due since
no services were rendered. One spokes-
man, however, maintained that Bradshaw
was entitled to $50 per man under the
strike clause in all traveling band con-
tracts. Reg D. Marshall, who booked
Bradshaw into ;, the theater, stated
‘“Bverybody else {s passing the buck so
I might as well do it, too.”

Patrons attending the opening show
Wednesday (12) had their money re-
funded, and theater management imme-
diately switched to a first-run film,
Government Girl, for the evening show.

4
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Amusement Biz Booming in
War Work Center But Bands
Losing Out on Dollar Divvy

PHILADELPHIA., Jan. 15.—War-boom-
ing industries in Philadelphia are pouring
bountiful dollars into every branch of the
amusement whirl here, but the home
guard musicians are getting very little of
it. They're carrying home padded pay-
checks, but the extra dough comes from
day-time jobs they hold down at the many
war plants in the area, not because there
is much of a premium placed on their
musical services.

Under ordinary circumstances, Philadel-
phia should be a gold mine to the big
traveling bands. As it stands, Philadel-
phia might as well be a whistle stop ump-
teen miles west of Peoria as far as the
Dorseys, Spivaks and Basles are concerned.

With all the new after-dark activity,
there Isn’t a single bandstand in town
that houses a name band—nor even a near
name—and that goes for the dozen and
one hallroom emporiums around town.
Even the giant Met Ballroom can hardly
manage to get by with scattered spot
bookings of name bands for one or two
nights a week. Attempt to play names
for full-week stands at the Met only
brought miseries to the management.
Even with the Negro population enjoy-
ing war-time prosperity, race promoter
Reese DuPree dare not attempt more than
one name band dance a month, with only
Lionel Hampton and Count Basie counting
for a full house.

Local band bookers, who did a land-
office business before the war, selling
name bands for club dates, frat and col-
lege proms, report that band bookings
have dropped to 25 per cent of what they
were before Pearl Harbor.

Even those close to the scene can’t put
their fingers on the whys and wherefores.
Only music makers really cashing in on
the real dough are the cocktalil units, but
if they carry a local tag, it's the kiss of
death as far as price is concerned. After-
dark operators remember when the local
lads used to toot their horns for $25 to
$35 a ‘week and an agent has to do a song
and dance routine with a couple of hand-
springs thrown In before a musical bar
will shell out $200 or $300 for a home-
grown trio or quartet. The same operator
starts paving at 8500 and up if the three-
some or foursome halls from out-of-town,
even tho their musiclanship may be below
par of local standards. Some ops say they
now have their chance to ‘“‘get even” with
the home-guard. And with biz as big as
it 1s, can afford to enjoy such vengeance.

Record Ban Blamed

As far as the big name bands getting
the squeeze on the big coin here, observers
blame the Petrillo recording ban for the
lack of interest in such attractions. This
Quaker City has always been a hot-bed of
wax fans and the juke boxes caught on
like a prairle fire from the first day one
was put out on location.

Radio time doesn’t rate beans here and
the box-office takes at the local theaters
with a stage band policy has brought that
point home on more than one occasion.
Any number of bands, coming in with a
bumper crop of air remotes under thelr
belts, have lald some of the most beautt-
ful eggs ever seen at Warners’ Earle Thea-
ter. only downtown film-flesher. On the
other hand, many a band virtually un-
known or a semi-name, crashing thru
with a hit record, has grossed as big as a
Miller or James at the same showplace.

Radio remotes are meaningless to local
fans because they are rarely heard. Of
the limited number of band remotes still
floating over the alrwaves, not one in a

A Sailor’s Life

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—There's
nothing quite so uncertain as
planning a trip overseas. Twice
Coca-Cola set up tours and hired
bands, only to have them fall
thru. Twice Abe Lyman had a
date of departure from USO and
‘both times that went boom. But
it's on again. Lyman has can-
celed two Coca-Cola air shots for
later this month and is ready to
leave on 24-hour notice.

Sy

dozen crashes the Philadelphia area be-
cause disk jockeys have all the late eve-
ning time at the local stations. Radio
stations are sharing in the theatrical
boom and are loaded with commerctial
broadcasts on and past the midnight hour.

Local band fans have learned to get
along without new records and have like-
wise learned to get along without the
bands. Dealers all over town report that
youngsters now come into the store ask-
ing for a particular song, regardless of
who made it. Men who sell the disks be-
lleve the Harry James, etc., will have to
start selling themselves to the kids all
over again.

MelancholyBaby
Renewal Rights
In Legal Tangle

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Shapiro, Bern-
stein filed two causes of action against
Jerry Vogel In New York Federal Court
Thursday (13), charging copyright in-
fringement in both. Songs Involved are
My Melancholy Baby and Yip-i-addy-i-ay.
Suit on the Melancholy Baby song also
asks for a final decision on who owns re-
newal rights to the tune, and demands
an accounting from Vogel.

According to Shapiro, Bernstein's
complaint, a tune entitled Melancholy
was penned in 1911 by May Belle Watson
and Ernie Burnett, who assigned it to
Theron Bennett. Bennett entered into
an agreement with George Norton, song
doctor, who edited the tune, which was
later assigned by Bennett to Joe Morris
Music. Bennett then made further
changes In the tune, and its title be-
came My Melancholy Baby.

Bennett sold the tune to Frank Law-
son, who in turn reassigned it to Joe
Morris, and it was later assigned to
Mercer & Morris when that firm took
over the Joe Morris Music catalog. In
1939, when the original copyright term
ran out Shapiro, Bernstein claims it se-
cured the renewal rights from Mercer
& Morris.

Controversy . arose wWhen Jerry Vogel
claimed to be copyright owner, maintain-
ing that he secured renewal rights from
Charles E. Norton, son of the deceased
George Norton, who originally revised
the tune. Shapiro, Bernsteln stated that
it was unable to name Charles Norton
as one of the defendants, since they
could not locate him.

Unveiling of Eldridge’s
Full-Size Band Postponed

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Roy Eldridge
will not debut his full-size band at the
Tic Toc Club, Boston, March 5, as origi-
nally scheduled.

Contract for Tic Toc engagement was
already signed calling for Eldridge’s small
combo, the last date he will play with
the unit.

Kendis Enlarged Band To
Debut in Dallas February 13

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Sonny Kendis
has enlarged his outfit to 16 pieces and
a girl singer, Bernice Byers, and will un-
veil his augmented band at the Baker
Hotel, Dallas, February 13.

Kendis was a fixture in local smart
spots with his small crew, his last date
having been at the Copacabana here.

Garber Auditioning Baries

NEW YORK, Jan, 15.—Jan Garber was
busy this week auditioning singers to fill
the gap left by Bob Davis, who reported
for Induction Wednesday (12) and was
ordered confined to quarters for more
thoro examination. Charlie Ford, Gar-
ber's road manager, was inducted into
the navy last week and reports for duty
Tuesday (18).
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SONGS WITH MOST RADIO PLUGS

The fotlowing are the leading songs on the basis of the largest number of network
plugs (from New York outlefs WJI, WEAF, WABC and WOR) for the past week. Position
in the list is no indication of a song’s “most played” status, since ali songs are listed
alphabetically.

Compilation is based upon dafa supplied by Accurate Reporting Service, with plugs per
tune omitted by The Billboard.

TITLE PUBLISHER
Besame Mucho ........ e, g R o s M e .+....Southern
By the River of the Roses ....................%. Shapiro-Bernstein
Candlelight and Wine (F) . ....... ... ... iiiiiirrennnn. Mitler
Don’t Believe Everything You Dream (F) .. . ... .. ........... Robbins
Don’t Sweetheart Me .. .......... ... . ... .. 0iiiiinnen Advance
For the First Time .................. ... ... Shapiro-Bernstein
Have | Stayed Away Too Long? .. ....... ... ... .. ... .... Famous
Holiday for Strings ..... IR AR | o [ i 1 Bregman-Vocco-Conn
Hoom e L e N ol v s T E e T ok P Am, Academy of Music
How Sweet You Are (F) . ........... 0 c0iiiiienncnannn Remick
I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink Last Night (F) .................... Harms
FLhove You (M) .. e e e aiaeann Chappell
Ih a Friendly Little Harbor ....... ... ... .. .Campbell-Porgie
Is My Baby Blue Tonight? ....... : BT & S st A S I et Broadway
I’ve Had This Feeling Before (F) .. ... ... ................ Santly-Joy
Little Did 1 Know ................... A JLincoln
Music Stopped (F) ................ T Al el e Tl e Al Robbins
My Heart Tells Me (F) ................... Bregman-Vocco-Conn
My Ideall . . .ol o o e e e p e e p ey B B p s Paramount
My IShining Hour! (IF)iie o S mig il = ras 8 sl o i o 50 @l b bt o Morris
No Love, No Nothin® (F) ., ......... ... ... . ... .ciuvuu.. Triangle
Oh, What a Beautiful Morning (M) . ... ... ... ........... Crawford
Old Acquaintance (F) . ....... ... .. ... ... ... ... ... Witmark
Paper DRI SN N B T e M Marks
People Will Say We're in Love (M), 5 5 . m a e e L P Crawford
Shao=Shoa) Baby (BN el % i o e Rt o b b st LIRS Leeds
Speak Low (M) ......... i T 4 At b Rt DO AT 08 ot @08 I Chappell
Star Eyes (F) ... it e e Feist
Starlight i TAVenue NN, 3 e o s aea, Fiathh As s | bR oy e s el Al & e o Wemar
Take It Easy (F) ......... B weh o M <oblEI T O e Santly-Joy
The Same Little Words . .. ...............ouvvion.. Paull-Pioneer
When They Ask About You ............. ... .0itiinninnn Berlin
You’re the Rainbow (F) .................... 38 .Paramount

.
Lucky Strike
(BS, Saturday, January 15, 9-9:45 p.m.

TITLE PUBLISHER
My Heart TellsMe ....................... Bregman, Vocco & Conn
Shioo=Shool Baby B it "o o 8 A LM g A S Leeds
Paper DAt . ................. e SEt o oD AT ) L o bR s AR Marks
People Will Say We're in Love ................. A= Crawford
Oh, What a Beautifu! Morning . .... .. ... .. ............. Crawford
For the First Time ........................... Shapiro-Bernstein
AR W LB 6o R I P oo P o o o Chappell
They're Either Too Young ORT00  OLdIT . st s . Rt e i Witmark
S L3 0 Gl dblald.0 0.6 6 6 glo d oo I8 801 Uloka d 20 0.0 0% veesseses... Feist

ALL-TIME HIT PARADE
NBC, Friday, January 14, 8:30-9 p.m.

TITLE PUBLISHER
P've Got Rhythm . ... ... ... ...... ... .. ... .. ...... New World
AN ORI TIWO) SRk B ahh/lel DA i 2 b v o g5 b 00 o N et T ol kb il L Harms
Button Up Your Overcoat . ... .............c.0iiuiuiuenon. Crawford
Twelfth Street Rag .......... ... . .. .. .. ...... Shapiro-Bernstein
Tihanks Yiour EUcky S Starsh 6 . cwee a Tk = 0 BE 2 Sphabiid [47a0 8 ld i Harms
Bz e e v T S Marks
My Heart Tells Me . ... .......... ... ... .:. Bregman-Vocco-Conn
RioT IRt E & i LA B gl fw B ) o m {1 Lioa 4 eI R el £ = omlD Feist
With a Song in My Heart .. .......... .. ... .ciiiiiiie.nn Harms
Riff.Songl. .. . Wb L aa MO o s T A W i s, e Harms
A I I IR I E I IR RN EIIH I I A I N A AR
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BEST SELLING SHEET MUSIC

This compilation is based upon weekly reporis received from leading sheet music

Jobbers and dealers in Imporfani sheet distribution centers In. the Unifed States. (See
Part 3 for sources.)
POSITION
Last | This
Wk. | Wk,
14 | 1. My Shining Hour .......... ... ... ... . . ........ Morris
5 | 2. For the First Time .................... Shapiro-Bernstein
10 | 3. They're Either Too Young or Too Od ............ Witmark
— | 4. Star Eyes . ........c.ii it 550,000 0 ol I Feist
T IS My Bl d e al B riF e ile s iwe s iy s Foa Tt W a6 s 5 W il Yo Sl Paramount
8 | 6. No Love, No Nothin® . ... ....... ... c0iiiiiinunns Triangle
15 | 7. HowSweet You Are . . ....... ...t uennnnnn Remick
- | 8, Besame Mucho . .............. ... ............ Southern
11 | 9. Pistol Packin® Mama .............. ... ........... Morris
6 [10. People Will Say We’reinlove . .................. Crawford
13 {11, Little Did I Know . ............. ... . .uun Lincoln
— [12. | Couldn’t Sleep a Wink Last Night ................ Harms
3 |13. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning . ................. Crawford
2N PaperBD ol | B8 sl | o 5o o e m Thients s i ey e Marks
Bl 15 RS poakBITOWE . oc .t o b o A i e s, it o s ) i) ALl s Chappel
SECTIONAL
EAST COAST SOUTH
POSITION POSITION
Last | This Last | This
Wk. | Wk. WK, | Wk.
— | 1. My Shining Hour — | 1. My Shining Hour
~— | 2. Besame Mucho 12 | 2. They're Either Too Young or
4 | 3. People Will Say We’re in Love Too OId
= | 4. Star Eyes 15 | 3. How Sweet You Are
9 | 5. My ldeal 9 | 4. Pistol Packin’® Mama
11 | 6. No Love, No Nothin® 4 | 5. For the First Time
e | 7. I Couldn’t Sleep a Wink Last 4 | 6. Star Eyes
Night 13 | 7. Victory Polka
7 | 8. They're Either Tooc Young or 11 | 8. Say a Prayer for the Boys Over
Too Oid There
6 | 9. For the First Time — | 9. Besame Mucho
5 [10. Paper Dol! 7 |10. People Will Say We're in Love
8 [11. Little Did 1 Know 3 [11. My ldeal
11 |12, How Sweet You Are — |12, Rivcr of Roses
— [13. Speak Low 2 [13. My Heart Tells Me
10 |14. Victory Polka | 5 |14. No Love, No Nothin’
= |15, Lovely Way To Spend the o~ [15. Little Did 1 Know
BreRite WEST COAST
— | 3. Vietory Polka
MIDWEST 8 | 2. No Love, No Nothin’
3 | 3. My lIdeal
11 | 1. For the First Time 9 | 4. Pistol Packin’ Mama
13 | 2. My Shining Hour 5 | 5. For the First Time
1 | 3. Oh, What a Beautiful Moming ~— | 6. Star Eyes
7 | 4. Pistol Packin® Mama 12 | 7. My Shining Hour
= | 5. They’rc Either Too Young or 14 | 8. How Sweet You Are
Too Old 7 | 9. They're Either Too Young or
12 | 6. Mairzy Doats Too OId
=— | 7. Little Did /Know 6 [10. People Will Say We're in Love
6 | 8. My ldeal 11 [11. The Dreamer
8 | 9. People Will Say We’'re In Love -— |12. Blue Flame
9 [10. No Love, No Nothin’ — |13. Lovely Way To Spend an
= |12, Speak Low t | Evening
= [12. The Dreamer — [14. What Do You Do in the In-
—= |13, Besame Mucho | fantry?
15 [14. How Sweet You Are — [15. 1 Couldn’t Slecp a Wink last
4 [15. Victory Polka Night
"HARLEM" HIT PARADE
Following list of most popular records in Harlem is based on sales reporfs from the
leading race music sfores. (See Part 3 for sources.)
POSITION
Last | This
Wk. [ Wk,
7 1. G L. Jive ...... oo ormpmM. v+....}ohnny Mercer .. .Capitol
3| 2. ItMustBelelly ................ Glenn Miller .....Victor
8| 3. Al for You ................... Cole Trio ....... Capitol
1 | 4. Do Nothing 'Till You Hear From Me. Duke Ellington ... Victor
6 | 5. Sweet Slumber ........0....... Lucky Millinder .. .Decca
21! 6. Don't Cry, Baby ............... Erskine Hawkins .Bluebird
— | 7. My Heart Tells Me ............ Glen Gray ....... Decca
3 | 8. Shoo-Shoo Baby ............... Ella Mae Morse . .Capitol
1(0%:] 29. " Paper’ Dolll vuv it o - wpss i dinens 4 <110 & Mitts Brothers ....Decca
7 | 10. Ration Blues ................. Louis Jordan ..... Decca
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Casa Loma, Ine., Sued by

Clarinetist for Accounting;

All But Gray,

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Clarence Hutch-
enrider, veteran clarinetist member of
the Casa Loma Orchestra who left the
outfit recently, has been granted a hear-
ing before a referee in New York Su-
preme Court to determine whether or
not he holds stock in Casa Loma Or-
chestra, Inc. Hutchenrider filed an ac-
tion against the corporation, claiming
that its profits had been misrepresented
in payments to him and seeks examina-
tion of its books to learn the value of
his stock so that he might bring suit for
the balance due him.

Hutchenrider’s claims were opposed by
Glen Gray and Francis (Cork) O’Keefe,
who maintain that they .are sole stock-

Hotel Sherman

Booking Bands
8 Mos. Ahead

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—The Hotel 8her-
man’s parade of name bands which has
made the hostelry the center of swing
music in Chicago during the last few
years will continue thru 1944. Since the
Panther Room became a haven for young
folks, trend has been toward more danc-
ing and less entertainment with man-
agement steadily cutting down on floor~
show time.

Since last August the Room has had
Woody Herman, Les Brown, Jerry Wald,
Charlie Spivak and Johnny Long on the
stand, and at present Cab Calloway is
holding forth. Line-up for the next seven
months has Glen Gray opening January
28; Jimmy Dorsey, February 25; Teddy
Powell, March 24; April 24 to May 18
open; Sunny Dunham, May 19: Woody
Herman, June 16; Charlie Spivak, July
14. Tentatively set for August and Sep-
tember are Tony Pastor and Charlie Bar-
nett, but contracts for these have not
yet been signed.

Of the bands that have played the
spot since last August and those booked
up to next August, all but two are han-
dled by GAC. Only exceptions are Les
Brown and Teddy Powell, both MCA
bands.

Flint Auditorium
Buying Bands Again

FLINT, Mich, Jan. 15—IMA Audi-
torium here has resumed its Saturday
night dance policy, since the army
turned the spot back for civilian use.
Auditorium, which is being booked by
Delbridge & Correll office, uses semi-
names and occasional name bands when
available.

Record gross since the spot reopened
was piled up by the International Sweet-
hearts of Rhythm, who walked out with
$1,875 on a $1,000 guarantee plus per-
centage. Band played one dance the.
evening of December 25, and another
for a colored attendance from 1:30 to
4 a.m. December 26.

“Mairzy” a Copy Seller
Prior to Disk Releases

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Mairzy Doats,
Miller Music’s new novelty tune, is off
to a terrific start, orders for sheet music
having hit 100,000 copies in its first two
weeks out.

This without benefit of recordings by
Merry Macs (Decca) and Al Trace (Hit)
which will be released within the next
two weeks.

NEW YOREK, Jan. 15.—Roseland Ball-
room here celebrated its 25th anniversary
Thursday (13), with Tommy and Jimmy
Dorsey, Charlie Spivak, Guy Lombardo,
Charlie Barnet, Jan Garber and Sonny
Dunham on hand as guests.

O’Keefe Gone

holders in the corporation. In opposing
the motion, O'Keefe contended that
Hutchenrider, along with the rest of the
members of the orchestra, sold his stock
back to the corporation for $7,000. Hear-
ing before the referee to establish Hutch-
enrider’s status in the corporation is
skedded for February 17. In the mean-
time, the clarinetist’s motion to examine
the orchestra’s books has been held in
abeyance.

Leader and Manager Remain

Hutchenrider was one of the last two
of the original band to leave. The other,
drummer Tony Briglia, went into the
army. Others of the original band in-
cluded Sunny Dunham, Kenny Sargent,
‘“Pee Wee" Hunt, Grady Watts, Pat Davis,
Billy Rousch and Murray McEachern.

During the early ’30s, Casa Loma was
rated one of the very top swing crews
in the business. For years its played
the Paramount Theater here over the
choice Christmas-New Year’s weeks, was
on the air three times a week for Camel’s,
the first of the cigarette company’s
Caravans, and was responsible for mak-
ing many song hits thru its recordings.

Glen Gray, who was selected to front
the band by the other instrument-
playing stockholders about six years ago,
and O'Keefe, who discovered the band
and still manages it, are the sole re-
maining members of the founding group.

MCA Sigil Kirby
To New Contract

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Music Corporas=
tion of America patched up its differ-
ences with John Kirby and this week
signed his band to a new contract. MCA
was burned up at reports that Kirby
was allowing other bookers to submit
his band.

The agency advanced some money to
the leader, and in return received as-
surances from him that he has succeeded
in binding Charlie Shavers and Buster
Bailey to him for another year. Now
that half of the original sextet is no
longer with Kirby (Billy Kyle, pianist,
and Russell Procope., saxist, are in the
army), presence of Shavers and Bailey
is considered essential for all bookings
and MCA demanded guarantee that
Kirby could deliver the men before it
re-signed him.

Hoaglund Parlays 2-Week
Date Into a Year’s Stay

MEXICO CITY, Jan. 15.—Everett Hoag-
lund’s orchestra rounded out a year's
continuous stay at Ciro's night club the
first of the year.

Hoaglund brought his band in from
Texas to open the spot a year ago on
a two-week contract and has been here
since.

Leo Reisman for March of -

Dimes Ball at Waldorf

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Leo Reisman
will play the March of Dimes ball at
the Waldorf-Astoria Hotel here on Janu-
ary 29, Martin Block, WNEW disk jockey,
officlating,

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Milt Bbbins,
manager of Count Basle, was handed a
4-F classification when he reported for
his induction physical here Thursday (13).

Shoot If You Must

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Al Dex-
ter sure started something when
he began asking that lady to be
a bit more careful with -her
artillery. Savoy had Teddy Tucker
wax a ditty called She Didn’t
Lay That Pistol Down, and Decca
called on Denver Darling to tell
what happened When Mussolini
Laid His Pistol Down.
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BEST SEllIiNG RETAIl RE(ORDS

VICTOR and BLUEBIRD hits!

ALL FOR LOVE....................Yaughn Monroe (20-1555)
POINCIANA..............c00eets . David Rose (20-1554)
THE NIGHT WE CALLED IT A DAY..Tommy Dorsey (20-1553)
CHERRY........ccoqeeueecnnnnn..Erskine Hawkins (30-0819)
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—Ella Mae Morse
. Shoo-Shoo Baby

—Andrews Sisters
9. Boogie Woogie

—Tommy Dorsey

<]

10. They're Either Too Young or

Too Old—Jimmy Dorsey

MIDWEST

My Shining Hour—GClen Gray
. Star Eyes—]immy Dorsey
. They’re Either Too Young or
Too Old—]immy Dorsey
. How Sweet You Are
—Kay Armen
. Blue Rain—-GClenn Miller
. Paper Doll—Mills Brothers
. Oh, What a Beautiful Morning
—Bing Crosby
8. People Will Say We're in Love
—Bing Crosby
9. For the First Time
—Dick Haymes
10. Cherry—Harry James

H W~

~ v

0 0

I
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o

. My I[deal—Jimmy Dorsey
. Do Nothing °'Till You Hear

Z
.
?Z This compilation is based on weekly reports received from leading retail record
Z stores in key refail cities. (See sources in Part 3.)
.
.
Z NATIONAL
Z POSITION
7 Last | This
%
Z‘ Wk. | Wk,
Z 1 [ 1, Paper Doll .......... ........0 Mills Brothers ... . K Decca
é 2 | 2. My Heart Tells Me ............. Glen Gray ....... Decca
é Gllni3En Star BEYCSH 1 oo - b b et e vt e Jimmy Dorsey ....Decca
Z — | 4, My Shining Hour . .............. Glen Gray ....... Decca
Z 8 | 5. Boogie Woogie .. ............... Tommy Dorsey . ... Victor
. Z 4 | 6. Shoo-Shoo Baby ............... Elfa Mae Morse . .Capitol
/% 5 | 7. They're Either Too Young or Too Old. Jimmy Dorsey ... .Decca
7 | 8. People Will Say We're in Love .... Bing Crosby ...... Decca
w= | 9, Blue Rain ..., ................ Glenn Miller ... ... Decca
. == [10. How Sweet You Are ............ Kay Armen ...... Decca
Z
7
SECTIONAL
EAST SOUTH
POSITION
Last | This POSITION
Wk. | Wk. Last | This
7 1| 1, Paper Doll—Mills Brothers Wk. ]Wk
% 2 | 2. My Heart Telils Me — | 1. Holiday for Strings—Dave Rose
% 4 ~—Glen Gray 3 i My Heart Tells Me
% 4 | 3. Shoo-Shoo Baby —~Glen Gray
/ —Ella Mae Morse 6 | 3. Star Eyes—Jimmy Dorsey
- | 4, Old Acquaintance 1 ] 4. Paper Doll—Miills Brothers
~—Joe Stafford — | 5. Boogie Woogie—T. Dorsey
— | 5. My Shining Hour—Glen Gray 4 | 6. My Shining Hour—Glen Gray
7 | 6. Star Eyes—Jimmy Dorsey — | 7. For the First Time
— | 7. No Love, No Nothin’ I —Dick Haymes
]
|

From Me—Duke Ellington

. Cherry—=Harry James

WEST COAST

. My Ideal—Billy Butterfield

. Cherry-—Harry James

. Star Eyes—Jimmy Dorsey

. Paper Doll—Mills Brothers

. Besame Mucho—]immy Dorsey
. Don’t Cry, Baby

—Erskine Hawkins

. Boogie Woogie—T. Dorsey
. People Will Say We’'re in Love

—Bing Crosby.

. Blue Rain—Gilenn Miller
. Shoo-Shoo Baby

=—Ella Mae Morse

DANCING IN THE DARK........c......Artie Shaw (20-1554)

HAVE |1 STAYED AWAY TOO LONG?.. Perry Como (20-1548) %
IT MUST BE JELLY.........covnnnn... Glenn Miller (20-1546)
DON'T CRY, BABY................ Erskinee :I:wl,(l:: (30-0813) . MOST plAYED JUKE Box FOI-K RE(ORDS

HOTCHA CORNIA............¢cccce...Spike Jones (30-0818)

DO NOTHIN’ TILL YOU HEAR FROM ME
Duke Ellington (20-1547)

(Hillbilly, Race, Cowhoy Songs, Spirifuals)

Special reporfs received from The Billboard representfatives last week show the Folk
records listed below are currently the most popular Folk records on automatic phonographs

TUNE IN: RCA’s great show, “What's New ?"" To blh us malle: A Vi ol dud thruout the nation. These reports stem from all the country's leading operating centers and

A sparkling hour of music, laughs, news, Bluebird Records for you, sell % are averaged fogether.

drama, science. Saturday nights, your old ones to your é

7 to 8, EWT, Blue Network. distributor. %
% POSITION
Z Last | This
7 Wk. | Wk
Z 15 <y g
g 1 | 1. Pistol Packin® Mama ............ Bing Crosby-
g Andrews Sisters .Decca
% Al Dexter ...... .. Okeh
% 4 | 2. NolLetter Today ............. .. Ted Daffan .. .... Okeh
é 2 ! 3. Ration Blues .................. Louis Jordan ..... Decca
Z ~— | 4. They Took the Stars Out of Heaven . Floyd Tillman ....Decca
g 6 | 5. Born to Lose ................. Ted Daffan ...... Okeh
Z SHIRCM Rosalitaiiy. Mg B o e e e o Al Dexter ....... Okeh
% — | 7. Try Me One More Time . . ... .. ... Ernest Tubb . ... . .Decca
7
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MOST PLAYED JUKE BOX RECORDS
Going Strong

Reports received from The Billboard represenfatives and based on information given
by leading juke box operafors [ast week show the records listed befow are currently receiving
the most play on automatic phonographs thruout the nation. These reports stem from the
disfributed nationally will show up in the guide. Figures in parentheses indicate number
of weeks song has been in Going Strong.

A\

On the record‘for DECCA ...

MR. FrANCIS L. ELLIS

_ of the
DUVAL VENDING COMPANY

Jacksonville, Fla,

AMANSANAAAN

AN

AR S AN

2

Writes:

(In Order of Popularity)

SHOO-SHOO BABY ............. Andrews Sisters (Vic Schoen Ork). .Decca
(3d week) Efla Mae Morse (Dick Walter Ork). Capitol
Jan Garber (Liz Tilton). .......... Hit
MY HEART TELLS ME........... Glen Gray (Eugenie Baird). ... ... Deca
(5th week) Jan Garber (Bob Davis & Quintet). . . Hit %,
THEY'RE EITHER TOO YOUNG Jimmy Dorsey (Kitty Kallen). .. .. Dexc %
ORTOOOLD ................. Jan Garber (Liz Tilton)........... Wit
(4th week) é
PAPER DOLL ... .. ... ... .. Mills Brothers............. .De@ 7
(20th week} é
PISTOL PACKIN' MAMA ... ...... Al Dexter (Al Dexter)........... Okeh
(26 week) Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters (Vic Schoen Z
' F O[k)" ST I TIINRLIE Decca %
reddie “Schnickelfritz* Fisher. . . .Decca é 1 -
Don Baxter (Don Baxfer). ... .. Musicalt  ~ Mean;ing z“' ast
Sid Peltyn ... ...... oo Bt g Pprecl-ateo write ere }
MY IDEAL ................... Jimmy Dorsey (Bob Eberly). .. ... Decca g Specia))c S€rvie 11 Ve beg
(st week) Billy Butterfield (Margaret Whifing) g ta ‘ © ¥ m
..................... Capitol 7
Maxine Sullivan.............. Decca
PEOPLE WILL SAY WE'RE N LOVE.Frank Simatra ............. Columbia é
(15th week) Bing Crosby................. Decca %
VICTORY POLKA. .............. Bing Croshy-Andrews Sisters (Vic Schoen Z
(8th week) 0rk) oo Decca g
OH, WHAT A BEAUTIFUL MORNING .Bing Crosby ................. Decca g
(11th week) Frank Simatra............. Columbia é
THE DREAMER ....................Kay Armen (Balladers) Deca
(2d week) Pefer Piper............. el 5 Hit g
Z

Coming Up

Reports received from The Blllboard representatives last week, and based on information
given them by leading juke box operators, show the records listed below are gaining in
popularity all over the nation.

N

(In Order of Popularity)

MNSSN\ N

BESAME MUCHO............... Jimmy Dorsey (Bob Eberly and Kifty
Kallen) ................. Decca g
Abe Lyman (Rose Blane) ......... Hi Z
STAR EYES................... Jimmy Dorsey (Bob Eberly and Kitty
Kallen) ................. Decca %
CHERRY . ........ e | TR Harry James ............ .. Columbia %
Erskine Hawkins.......... .. Bluebird % i :
IT MUST BE JELLY............. Glenn Miller (Modernaires). ... .Vidor Thanks, Mr. Ellis . . .
o . % for the good will
Terriforial Favorifes ., i St’ ) e
‘ r orrs.
TRY ME ONE MORE TIME. ....... Ermest Tubb ................. Decca 7 ol sostams odr e e
(Memphis) Z
Z
://

FOR THE GOOD OF YOUR COUNTRY. Count Basie (James Rushing) Columbia

(San Francisco)

THE SURREY WITH THE FRINGE .

ONTOP. ..ot Alfred Drake ................ Dewa
(Richmond)
EMBRACEABLE YOU . ........... Tommy Dorsey............... Victor

{Omaha)

ol i

w7 & Lo TR FIRVANEY PRPSRETENE  T) -

N\
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ON THE STAND

Reviews of Orchestras Playing Hotels, Night Club and Ballroom Locations and
One-Nighters,

AN AN

PART 3—The Billboard

Z
Joe Marsala Duke Ellington //n\‘\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\\“\\ AAHHIEHI B SN NN\
(Reviewed at Tune Town Ballroom, (Reviewed at the Stevens Hotel, Chicago) é
St Lowis) HE Duke opened the new Boulevard % RE(ORD pOSSIBIlITIES
O THESE ears, Joe Marsala’s clarinet Room in the Stevens New Year's Eve 7
is one;1 of the brightest spots on the to a crowd so large, the hotel broke one
musical horizon. HIs ldeas are unin- of its rules and seated several parties on indicati i Tanwi :
hibited, imaginative and rival those of the dance floor. More significant was These records and songs show mdlcahon's of betoming future na.honmde hits In Juke
the Shaws, Goodmans and Hermans. the stream of people who came without boxes and over record refail counfers. Selections are based upon radio performances, sheet
Despite the fact that he i§ fronting reservazioonf andmfettiw for stquin% music sales, information from music publishers on the relative importance of songs In thelr
a large commercial band, Marsala still room hear ington’s magnificen j i 5 i
Rl Lo Ty gl mLtl;SiC. Hottel tsﬁmtwe Ay Sav ? a:m ding cafalogs and upon the judgment of The Billboard’s Music Depariment,
chorus of something like Ja-Da or The ©utside acts that might detract from
Sheik, backed only by his rhythm sec- the band’s own sfars and superb music. 7 1 COULDN'T SLEEP A WINK
tion, that reminds hep listeners of the _ Ellington’s recent sellout concert in % IGHT :
days he confined his activities to a small ;,h.e (;invlc Op}:!ra Houscehmade mar()iy txlxe\v g LAST NIGHT ...............Frank Sinalra....... osses .(olumbla
jam combo. riends for him iIn lcago, anx '1ey Z v . X
et o the band i adequate serting have packed the Boulevard Room since '. st have a double winner in his plattelr. Last v.veek we tabbed the reverse
s his opening for more of the Ellington 7 side, “A Lovely Way To Spend an Evening,” but it's anybody’s guess whether
as a backdrop for Marsala's virtuoso Bramd £ jazz And  the ley-of- 7
flights. On night caught he seemed to 2 ’ B Sl SO % “Evening. or “Night” will get away faster, This tune might have received a

be having difficulty in getting his
rhythm section to hit on all four, but
the band as a whole pleased the crowd.
Vocals are few and far between, being
gandled in an average fashion by Freddy
ane.

Commercial possibilities of the band
are heightened. by the decorative pres-
ence on the stand of Adele Girard (Mrs.
M.) and her harp. Besides giving the
band something special in appearance,
the contrast between the stringed in-
strument and the sharp sudden blare
of the Marsala brass section makes for
something special in the way of musical
arrangements, C. W. Wells.

whl 442 WA #q

ONE MILLION LAUGHS
Wi Ha FOR A NICKELS sy,

RECORDS WITH HUMOR

Al b/

HA' '

Ellington-music-only has proved com-
merclally successful. Two times an eve-
ning, once at 9:15 and again at 12:15,
the band puts on a musical show fea-
turing some of its most beautiful ar-
rangements and all of its wonderful mu-
siclans.

All evening long the Duke and his
boys play dance music so rhythmic, and
with such a light touch, that it's a joy
to dance and listen to. The Duke lis
relaxed at the plano and mixes his tem-
pos expertly with lovely and weird en-
sembles that contrast effectively with
the backgrounds for his soloist. There
are no blasting, no loud noises and no
un-danceable tempos in this unbeliev-
ably fine band. Carl Cons.

Cap, Strand, Para
Extend Stage Shows

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—At the moment
the only theater show brought in here
for the holidays that has not yet received
extended playing time beyond the time
originally scheduled is at the Roxy,
where Jimmy Dorsey is bringing in heavy
grosses.

Tommy Dorsey will remain at the
Paramount till January 268, making five
weeks In all; Charlie Barnet and Ella
Mae Morse stay at the Strand for a six-
week run, and Richard Himber and Lou
Holtz will remain at the Capitol six and
possibly eight weeks.

Fields on Theater Tour

N\

N\

\\

different kind of performance if The Voice hadn't set the tempo and given
it the right amount of schmaltz to make it a ballade As he does it It's
strictly swoon and made to order for juke patrons.

BY THE RIVER OF ROSES........Woody Herman...............Deca
Abe lyman....................Hi

There has always been a song about a boy who left a girl by the River Some-
thing-or-Other and they've usually been hits. There's no reason to believe
that this particular river item will be an exception, judging from the air
promotion the publishers are getting it, or from the two recordings mentioned
above. Each tells its story in simple melodious fashion that is bound to find
sympathetic listeners. Herman will naturally benefit from the wider dis-
tribution facilities Decca possesses.

YOU BETTER GIVE ME LOTS OF
LOVIN', HONEY .............Johnny long.................Deca

The title probably describes the ditty better than anything else can. It's not
groovy, it's not sophisticated, it's just wholesome stuff that is in the mood of
another “Honey (Put Your Arms Around Me)” idea that did all right for all
concerned. This is Long's first record release in a long, long time and his
admirers who have been longing to listen to him on wax can now Indulge
themselves.

POPULAR RECORD RELEASES

(From January 13 thru January 20)

O

t.OI‘ITIE\;‘ Y;SRK,(;TRH. Fiz?wnhsr:he e;‘(ic*;g' % SASTERISK DENOTES WHICH RELEASES, IN THE OPINION OF THE BILLBOARD'S REVIEWER,
i ree one-nighters, Shep Flelds
1s solidly booked in theaters from Feb- g ARE THE BEST RELEASED LAST WEEK. NO ATTEMPT HAS BEEN MADE TO COMPARE THEM
ruary 3 thru March 10. Fields opens at % WITH RECORDS OF PROVEN POPULARITY. THEY ARE COMPARED ONLY TO OTHER RECORDS
the RKO, Boston (3), following with the % RELEASED LAST WEEK
Listen and Laugh to ?f;msétm;';ﬂ% t(110):NEa§le.( ;hmdegfil)a é )
; Stanle ca . -Marc s :
’ g » S ' Z Don't Worry, Mom . .................... Sonny Dunham . ..... Hit
d Stanley, Plttsb M . Z
RATION BLUES b o fren: 09 Z For Whom the Bell Tolls (Album) Victor Youn D
Coupled with DEACON JONES—Decca 8654 ¢ oo ponte o TD D | Sl & S P el e .
avitt kiiling ate é God Bless My Darling, He’s Somewhere . ... Song Spinners ... .. Decca
s Z
L O U , S J OR D AN th?%\gn?g?Rclﬁag\%xzr Igf_c‘lc;‘lxﬁmse?éiatt\n?f;s % Have | Stayed Away Too Long? .......... Song Spinners . ... .Decca
s Z
7_ 3:!' ICarnlv;g BéllltelnTScheﬂnggY. N. Y, g Holiday for Strings . .................... Sonny Dunham ...... Hit
- nuary 29, da 'ommy rsey was
and his yM PA NY F‘ V€ originally booked for but had to cancel é PllBeAround . ....................... Cab Calloway ..... Okeh
when his broadcast series for Ford Mo- % . .
tors fell thru. é In a Friendly Little Harbor ...... . ...... Johnny Long .....Decca
First Airing of Kern Tanes % I've Had This Feeling Before .. ......... Johnny Long ..... Decca
] 2 My First Love ....................... i D B
NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Andre Kostela- g e T l-mEr:yl )° sy 186k D
netz will introduce Jerome Kern's score g CEVL AL L raizecca
for Cover Girl, Columbia pic, on the 7 . .
Coca~Cola, broadcast tomorrow (16). Pro- g L ) Th o BB N n Vs M 4 & e s v Denver Datling . . . .Decca
gg*;f; V;g; m;:“;ge;g}*;gﬁggf 1141:1 tf;u’iisé g Virginia, Georgia and Caroline ............ Cab Calloway ..... Okeh
Test and the title tune. g When Mussolini Laid His Pistol Down . .. ... Denver Datling . .. .Decca
% k g
Stevens Scouting Names % When They Ask About You ., ............ Jimmy Dorsey (Kitty
CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—Management of é e e - 2 Rgcea
y . = Z
the recently opened Stev Hotel 15 7
busyrunlﬁgyllp ‘t’aﬁnt for tﬁ’ésbalanie o; % NATIONAL AND REGIONAL BEST SELLING RETAIL RECORD SOURCES:
the winter season, with Bernie Cum- % 11A‘11.laln¢a: C(;{c cﬁrescgﬁtiou Shl;)(}’:;.t Beveril%: HillMs, l(:gli(.:éﬁartmda}l}es:. Bh;miugham:
o ‘orlen’ ! on: 3 elo ] ri J o3
mins’ orchestra booked to open January % Gilman Music Store; Howland Dry Goods Co ; Whiting Radio Service. Chicago:
28 and Bonnie Baker scheduled for 7

Goldbatt Brothers; Hudson-Ross; Lyon & Healy; Marshall Field; Sears-Roebuck
& Co.; Wurlitzer's. Cincinnati: Song Shop; Steinberg's, Inc.; Willis Music Co.;
Waurlitzer’s. Denver: Century Music Shop; The May Company; Record Shop; Charles
E. Wells Music Co. Des Moines: Des Molnes Music House, Fort Weorth, Tex.:
Kemble Bros.” Furniture Co. Hollywood: Music Shop; Music City; Hollywood House
of Music. Jacksonville, Fla.: Butler’s Record Shop, Los Angeles: The May Com-
pany. Louisville: Stewart Dry Goods Co. New York City: Center Music Store;
Liberty Music Shop; Galety Music Shop; Rabson’s Music Shop; R. H. Macy & Co.;
Abraham & Straus, Inc.; Broadway Music; Melody Shop. ' Philadelphia: Downtown
Record Shop: Alex A, Gettlin, Highpoint Record Shop. Pittsburgh: Volkwein Bros,
Inc. Ralelgh, N. C.: C. H. Stephenson Music Co. Richmond, Va.: Gary's Record
Shop; Walter D. Moses & Co.; Corley Record Co, Westwood, Calif.: Music Shop.

Y

\

February 25.

N\

Long Subs for Ellington

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—Johnny Long
played a date for 2,500 servicemen Sun-
day (9) at the Auditorium Servicemen’s
Center here on 10 minutes notlce, filling
in for Duke Ellington who had not been
@otified that he was skedded to appear.
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AT THE PREVIEW LOUNGE, CHICAGO
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POPULAR RE(ORD REVIEWS

By M. H. Orodenker

FRANK SINATRA (Columbia)
“l Couldn't Sleep a Wink Last Night’—FT; V.
To Spend an Evening”—FT; V.

That guy with the captivating vocal chords is on deck again, and
the way he pours out the pot valiant confessions for these two
Harold Adamson-]immy McHugh pashy opuses from his ‘‘Higher and
Higher" flicker is a cinch to make the whoopie-sox set purr all over
the waxed grooves. Displaying a far greater gift for the bedroom
style of song, his vocal innuendos and undulations are pointed to
the creation of that ecstatic and rapturous entrancement so vulgarly
defined as swoon. Both love ballads'are inevitables to soar the song
heights, and The Voice coos ’em as cuddlesome as he dare. Gets
all-vocal support from the mixed choir which banked his pashy pipes
for his earlier spinnings, the group establishing the slow and ardorous
mood as Sinatra takes full liberties with the tempo. Takes each
side in identical fashion, singing the opening chorus, with the choir
getting a second stanza under way and The Voice brought back to
polish off the side.

For the Sinatra fans, both of these sides hold beaucoup hyp-
notic appeal, and the music operators have little care in sceing to it
that the kids keep the kitty well filled with coins for each facing.

STAN KENTON (Capitol)
“Do Nothin’ ‘Til You Hear From Me”—FT; VC.
Dance”—FI.

Stan Kenton makes his debut on the Capitol label with this

"A Lovely Way

\

"Harlem Folk

disking, and it is a more auspicious bow than those four early sides V%
that first brought the band on wax via the Decca waxworks. More- %
over, Kenton comes thru with a side rich in commercial appeal in %
Duke Ellington’s “Do Nothin' 'Til You Hear From Me.” An old Elling- é
ton instrumental in the blues vein, the lyricists have done to this %

what was first fashioned for his ‘“Don’t Get Around Much Anymore
click. The song story blends with the melodic frame expertly. Hav-
ing gotten a big send-off at the Duke’s Carnegie Hall excursions, it
holds much promise of building into one of the biggest ballad fa-
vorites of the year. Kenton's side not only has the advantage of a
vocal refrain but also in Red Dorris handling the lyrical expressions.
Lad has a natural blues appeal in his pipes and provides it with the
sultry setting it calls for. Taking it at a moderate tempo, the band,
sparked by the pianist, carries the opening chorus and maintains a
solid rhythmic beat thruout. Pace is stepped up considerably for
“Harlem Folk Dance,” the conventional type of riff opus, this one
molded from a repetitious run. Little imagination and less originality
displayed in the development of the theme, getting it under way
with the stereotyped unison saxes. Sax and trumpet rides that carry
on, and without creating any undue excitment instrumentally, leave
a scant few windings for the band to build it up for those block-
busting finishes. In all, band displays little of its capabilities. Title
tagged is strictly non compos mentis, harboring none of that real
Harlem flavoring and being even less characteristic of a folk dance,
either uptown or downtown.

Like everything else penned by Duke Ellingtonp his compositions
are slow in starting. But watch out once they get under the skin.
“Do Nothin’ ‘Till You Hear From Me” will undoubtedly chart its
popularity course along similar Ellingtonia channels, with the re-
suit that Stan Kenton's side will enjoy a long ride around the
music box circuits.

5 RED CAPS (Beacon)
"I Learned a Lesson I'll Never Forget"—FT; V.

Explain”—FT; V.,

“Words Can’t

A AN H AR B S RN

The natural reaction to the spinning of these sides is that the
Five Red Caps are a carbon copy that can never hope to be any
better than a second best to the Four Inkspots. Nonetheless, the
Inkspotters have established a singing style, while distinctive to
their own talents, should not deter others from making capital of
it.  Unfortunately, the Inkspots got there first. But there is no
reason why the Red Caps shouldn't come a fong way in selling
circles with their borrowed pattern for “I Learned a Lesson I'll
Never Forget.”” A strictly sentimental ballad that adapts itself
most readily to such singing style, the song itself is rich in both
melodic and lyrical appeal. The boys sing the verse to start in a
capella fashion, and into the chorus at a moderately slow tempo,
it’s the soulful solo singing against a bank of sustained vocal har-
monies along with instrumental support in vibes, guitar and bass.
Bass singer talks the second stanza a la Inkspot style, with the
solo voice polishing off the chorus with the falsetto tones in an
upper register. To make the carbon complete, tag the spinning with
the riff ending as typical of the Inkspots as is Cuy Lombardo’s
famous coda ending. Save for a piano providing the instrumental
support, “Words Can’t Explain” is identical in mood and expression

IINHITTTITITITIUIS.GS.

}See Pop. Record Reviews on page 61)

HARLEM HIT PARADE SOURCES: Rainbow Music Shop, Harvard Radio Shop,
Lehman Music Company, Harlem De Luxe Music Store, Ray’'s Music Shop, Frank's
Melody Music Shop, New York; Richarus Music Shop, Brooklyn; Groove Record
Shop, Melody Lane Music Company, Metropolitan Music Shop, erght Music Com-~
pany, Chicago.

1 Y

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SHEET MUSIC BEST SELLER SOURCES: é
Chicago: Carl Fischer, Inc.; Gamble Hinged Music Co.; A. C. McClurg. Cincinnati: Z
Song Shop; Wurlitzer’s. Los Angeles: Morse M. Preeman, Inc. New York City: ‘/
Music Dealers’ Service, Inc.; Ashley Music Supply Co. Pittsburgh: Volkwein 7
Brothers, Inc. San Francisce: Pacific Coast Music Jobbers. Seattle: Capitol Music 7
Co. St. Louis: St. Louis Music Supply Co.
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RECORDS IN

ANY LANGUAGE

VICTOR

“v** SERIES

Ask your Jocal jobber for complete catalogues
in the various languages . . . . or write—

STANDARD PHONDED, 4,

7163 WEST 23*'STREET,NEW YORK1,N
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Blitzing Hitler’s Footlights

(Continued from page 3)
Goering’s chirper wife, Emmy Sonder=
mann, hew closely to the party line
and reap benefits. But there are others
who haven't taken Goebbels’ gospel with
any too good grace,

Actor Loses Head for Performance

Several months ago a small-time actor,
Robert Stampa (stage name, D'Orsay),
was beheaded for what Himmler termed
“psychological sabotage.” With reports
of his execution went a veiled warning to
actors to watch Goebbels-guided p’s and
q’s or suffer the consequences. A week
later Prince zu Schaumburg-Lippe, liaison
man between the Himmler and Goebbels
outfits, called an actors’ convention in
Vienna and for two hours indulged in a
tirade, the gist of which was “Play ball
with us, or else!” That the assembled
thesps caught the import is evidenced
by the fact that no more decapitations
have been reported among wearers of the
sock and buskin.

Selling Nazism via legit as a morale
pepper-upper has also found the going
tough in the occupied countries, where
every effort is made to get the con-
quered peoples to attend parades of the
“new order” in play form. So far patri-
ots, like planes, have been blitzing such
attempts, mainly by staying away or
causing riots when anything approaching
freedom is pictured on the stage. Latest
advices put the total number of thea-
ters in operation in Nazi-dominated Eu-
rope at less than two dozen-——10 in
Czecho-Slovakia, 4 in Alsace, 2 in France,
and 1 each in Lorraine, Luxembourg,
Norway. The Netherlands, Latvia and
Esthonia. All are operated either by
Nazis or collaborationists.

Viennese Schmaltx for Paris

In France what's left of the once
flourishing French theater is under the
thumb of Rene Rocher, former boss of
the Odeon. The Comedie Francalse is
playing host to visiting German troupes,
while sending its own members to Berlin
on tour. Most recent visitors to Paris
are Heinrich George and the Schiller
Theater Company from Berlin, who spe-
clalize in schmaltz Viennese operettas

in several languages. They plan tours
in Brussels and Antwerp later—unless,
of course, Allied planes get there first.

Recently at the opera in Paris the Nazi
banned further performances of Lakme,
since the appearance of British officers
on the stage invariably led to hurrahs for
the second front from the French pew-
sitters. Carmen has been banned from
the Theater Royal de la Monnale in
Brussels because Belglans in the audi-
ence cheered Carmen’s song for freedom.
This irked the Nazis, who tried to get
the singers to change the lyrics. They
refused. The opera was banned.

“Porgy and Bess’ Roast

In Copenhagen all theaters have been
closed by Nazi ukase. A recent perform-
ance of Gershwin’s Porgy and Bess at
the Danish Royal Opera led to a roasting
from the Nazi-controlled press and pre-
cipitated the ban. In Norway all Norse
plays are verboten, and the lone open
theater is playing Nazi-inspired melos,
straight from Goebbels propaganda plant.

In Holland a State German Theater
has been opened but is well boycotted
by the Dutch, a situation that has the
Nazis tearing their hair. At first all
the cholce seats were purchased by the
invaders, so the Dutch smartly bought
up blocks of tickets and stayed away
for the performances.

One place where Goebbels seems to be
having a slight success is in Spain, where
his vislting companies are holding court
in Madrid theaters, playing Viennese
light operas in Spanish as well as Ger-
man. The Falangist audiences like such
fare, so reports say.

Thruout all Nazi-dominated Europe the
Gestapo is keeping a weather eye out for
wise gags by comics which could under-
mine morale. To that end all comic
material, whether on stage or in niteries,
is closely scrutinized by Himmler’s hench-
men and woe betide the comedian who
tries to slip one over. That's the price
of a one-way ticket to Dachau.

In short, Messrs. Himmler and Goeb-~
bels, as far as the wedding of legit and
Nazism is concerned, are constantly
reaching for the aspirins.
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New Dough f

Pollyannas See ’44 Bringing

New Names Fame & Fortune

Even Tho 43 Was Murder

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—After a singular
lack of activity this past year in the
way of new-band organization, plenty
of money is reported ready for promot-
1ng outstanding instrumentalists who
would look good in front of an orchestra.

Lee Costaldo, who spent the last year
hiding his trumpet in Benny Goodman's
brass section, is the first to step front
and center. He has signed with General
Amusement Corporation and will play
the Pelham Heath Inn here for 10 weeks,
opening January 25, as Lee Castl8, a
name he used once before for a brief
span as a leader.

Other deals are on the fire but most
of them will be brought to a boil only
when similar location jobs can be set
up. It is felt that new bands can not

Abner Artanis
Antics Arouse
Yoice Writers

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.—~Lil> Abner’s
devastating satire of Frank Sinatra is
making al] the Voice’s fans swoon. And
it ain't good with the kids flooding the
Record, local sheet carrying Al Capp's
popular comic strip, with letters pro-
testing the way their idol is being picked
apart. The august and austere “Letters
to the Editor” columns on the editorial
page, once consumed academic discourses
on government, policies and war, is now
hogged up by the letters of complaint
sent in by the loyal kids.

Some of the letters carry four or more
signatures, Indicating that the young-
sters are mustering up organized pro-
test. Not a single letter has as yet ap-
peared that carried a kind word for
Capp’s characterization of a swoon
singer, altho the cartoonist has never
mentioned the Voice by name. But the
kids here are hep to the rib.

Some of the barbs hitting the edi-
torial page include such outcries as:
“You may think you are being funny
by Indirectly making fun of Frank Sina-
tra, but to me and all of my friends
you are being just plain ignorant.” An-
other wrote in: “He doesn’'t look weak
nor does he hold on to the microphone
Jfor support, I was in the third row and
I should know what he is really lke.”
Still another confessed: “I think Frankie
is swell, I saw him 12 times when he was
appearing at the Earle Theater.” And a
letter signed by “Four Admirers (Not
Swooners) of Frankie” protested: ‘“He
may be thin and 4-F, but he’s got what
it takes.”

MARUSCHKA

(MA-ROOSH-KA)

be broken in on the road as they were
in former years—when there was a
road—and unless a spot with air time
can be secured, investors won't be able
to determine until it is too late whether
or not they are pouring their oney into
a bottomless pit,

'43 Was Rough on the Weak

The fact that there are money men
willing to gamble on dance bands at
this time comes as of a surprise to many
in the trade. For ’43 was not exceed-
ingly kind to new names, even tho it
was probably the most prosperous 12
months in a decade for the more estab-
lished.

Johnny McGee dropped his baton and
retired to the comparative security of a
radlo house band job, with occasional
club dates adding to his steady take.
Sam Shapiro emerged from the anony-
mity of studlo work to play the Pelham
Heath Inn as Sandy Spear, quickly with-
drawing Into the shades again where
there was less glory but more dough.
Bob Allen chose the year-end to wind
up a band-leading career that cost his
backers a reported $50,000, and Justin
Stone, also from radio, called it quits
after only two months of fronting.

Only three men in the East have or-
ganized new bands within the past few
months, and all three, Georgie Auld,
Dean Hudson and Herbie Fields, have
army discharges. Auld, who was first
to start up a band, is off to a falr start.
He’s already played theaters and goes
into the Commodore Hotel here February
3, for six weeks. Hudson has been kept
busy in the South and gets his flrst
crack at a theater January 27 when he
plays the Adams, Newark. Fields, the
last to get started, does 10 days at the
Ra-mor Ballroom in Boston after having
played some dates in the South.

PHILCO TELE AT RITZ

(Continued from page 3)

being made here by the sponsor of the
Sunday Blue net feature. Philco’s video
station here will make a direct pick-up
from the Ritz Theater-Studio in New
York. In addition, the New York tele-
vision stations will be invited to train
their cameras on the broadcasts. Gesture
is in the spirit of co-operation for al-
lowing Philco’s WPTZ to rebroadcast the
New York tele shows.

Pick-up of the Philco show for tele
will depend on how fast engineers can
set up a relay transmitter at some high
spot in New Jersey at a point halfway
hetween Philadelphia and New York.

New Technique Developing

More important than theeshow itself
is’ the technique being devised to pick
up the air show, setting a pattern for
tele remotes from a theater stage both
near and far away. Accordingly, Philco
has decided to make its own pick-up in
New York for local audiences Iinstead
of rebroadcasting the show from New
York video stations. Set-up evolved by
engineers calls for tele cameras to beam
the show as is direct from the Ritz to
the relay station to be set up in New
Jersey. Philly transmitter will then
pick it up from relay.

g Karson's

Not Just Another Cocktail Unit
But
America’s Acc Small Band
Playing Music FOR DANCING & LISTENING.

Per. Mgt. Dick Stevens, MCA

oOnNA RUTH

N[!VZI!

HELD OVER!
PLAINS
HOTEL

Cheyenne, WYyo.

or New Bands

elected itself a new chairman.
with Senator Wheeler.
The NAB has yet to submit

together.

Was NAB By-Passed at Wheeler Lunch?

Last week the NBC affiliates committee met
It also met in Washington ang lunched
Which gives rise to an inevitable question.

which recently closed its hearings on radio legislation, the radio in-
dustry’s recommendations anent the bill.

Has NBC taken upon itself the chore of representing the industry
insofar as radio legislation and the White-Wheeler Bill are concerned?
It would seem that way, since none of the other networks knew about
the meeting. And quite obviously the independent stations knew noth-
ing abouil the luncheon conference.

The NAB Legislative Committee submitted its report on what the
industry wants in'the White-Wheeler Blll, to Neville Miller, prexy of the
NAB, about four weeks ago. Until this report is forwarded to the sen-
atorial committee any such action as NBC's affiliates committee can only
be construed as a lone wolf action.

One-net action can only harm all of radio. Radio must rise or fall

in New York and

to the White-Wheeler Committee,

West Coast Now Guinea Pig

(Continued from page 11)
able price, and, second, the test can be
made without affecting, or being aif-
fected by, the rest of the country.

Representative Net Coverage

The West Coast has another value to
blg program sponsors. With Coast-to-
Coast network time at a premium, using
a Pacific Coast chain provides an unof-
ficial option on the first available c-to-
¢ time. This stands up as the nets, In
accordance with standard business prac-
tices, will usually offer the first avail-
able time to a current customer.

Also the West Coast has plenty of live
talent for radio programs, has a flock of
war industries that will be national ad-
vertlsing prospects after the war, and
since It contains every type of person,
from farmer to factory worker, from
cosmopolite to consumer, it's a prime
try-out territory.

And at least one advertiser, Socony,

PHILLY DRAMA RECORD
(Continued from page 4)

ran entirely out of the money. Strictly

flops were Stardust, Marching With

Johnny, Manhattan Nocturne and 4

Lady Comes Home.

Other takings (Forrest Theater): Bos-
ton Opera Company, Gilbert and Sulll-
van repertoire, $36,700, three weeks;
Blossom Time revival, $22,700, two; Ar-
senic and Old Lace (third visit), $31,950,
two; Uncle Harry, $31,000, two; Tobacco
Road (11th visit), $19,000,.two; Kiss and
Tell, $110,200, eight.

Walnut St. Theater: You Can’t Take
It With You, $16,350, two; Life With
Father, $32,250, two; What’s Up, $22,000,
two; The Patriots, $31,500, two; Ram-
shackle Inn, 815,500, two; Doughgirls,
$31,500, two weeks (continuing).

William Goldman’s independent Er-
langer Theater: Philadelphia Opera Com-
pany in ZEnglish repertoire versions,
$20,500, two weeks, and Marching With
Johnny, $16,500, each two weeks,

Highly significant is the fact that
there was not a single dark week at the
three regular Shubert houses, and with
the call-board showing a bumper crop
of advance bookings, prospects for the
last half of the 1943-'44 season are even
brighter.

MBS CANCELS BAYUK’S
(Continued from page 4)

that he would get Balter off the network
if it was the last thing he ever did.”
How much truth there is to the Colonel’s
“swearing” can hardly be known. But
the fact remains that Balter “smacked”
McCormick pretty heavily on his air
shows and Balter goes off the network
on February 2.

All parties here involved intlmated
that they have plenty to say about the
whole thing. And the indications are
that if the 1lid were opened, it would
stink to the high heavens. However,
feeling is that any explanations should
first come from Mutual, which still owes
Bayuk’s, Ivey & Ellington and Balter
a first explanation for such gudden can-
cellation orders.

via Compton agency, is now building a
show, around Orson Welles, that will be
tried and tested on the Coast until a
complete network is avallable. This show
starts, subject to Maestro Welles' health,
on January 26, will air each Wednesday
from 9:30-10 p.m. (PWT) on the CBS
Coast web.

No Commitments on CBS-Pacific

By the time a full hook-up is ready
the program figures to be ripe for rave
notices, since it will have had at least
four broadcasts under its belt (CBS has
a 30-day cancellation clause on all its
West Coast chain commercials) and
should have ironed out all the bugs.

Other pluses to thls operation are the
top avallable audience, the 9:30 to 10
p.m. audience, for one isn’t hit by the
Coast-to-Coast programs. These are to
hit the East not the West at peak listen-
ing hours. Even the net repeats don't
cover the entire dial, for only a frac-
tion of the shows that formerly did two
broadcasts a night are still doing it.

Finally, at least co Iar as CBS is con-
cerned, its possible to use West Coast
webs without the sponsor being commit-
ted to the use of CBS mnationally. Thus
Socony will pipe the show to the Coast
from New York, 9:30 p.m. in California
means 12:30 a,m. in New York. A clear
cross-country line Is available at that
time. Being able to air from New York
and test on the West Coast is valuable,
since the agency home office is usually
here. When the fact is added that after
the test the agency can go to any net
it desires to place its business, there is
little more to be said.

= 2000 TITLES READY

Monthly 3x5 card record of tunes of
over 100 publishers, with prices, keys for

vocal, arrangers, performance licensee.
Used by band leaders, singers, cocktall
units., Write for samples.

TUNE-DEX

1619 Broadway New York 19
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COLORED BAND AND

ORCHESTRAS

Available for immediate engagements, Union.
Well organized, 6 to 14 picces. B Pro-

moters, WIRE, WRITE or PHONE no
FERGUSON BROS. AGENCY; INC.
328 N. SENATE, INDIANAPOLIS, IND. = RILEY 5767

WANT

Piano Player for high-type Hotel ‘Orchestra playing

long, steady, best locations. Also need fine
Violinist, Wire

HAL SAUNDERS
8t. Anthony Hotel 8AN ANTON!O, TEXAS
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Burnette Fair at
Oriental; Long Ork
Big at Chicago

CHICAGO.—BIiz continues good in the
two vaude-pic houses. Oriental (3,200)
didn’t come quite up to expectations last
week with Smiley Burnette. Big kid
trade was expected but didn’t material-
ize, possible due In part to Burnette’s
insistence in including some off-color
material in his routine. Gross, which was
expected to pass the $25,000 mark, hit
around 23G. Bill which opened Friday
(14) has D’Artega and his all-girl or-
chestra and an Olsen and Johnson pic-
ture, Crazy House, and is expected to
account for a better than average week,
possibly 24G.

Chicago (4,000) had a very good week
with Johnny Long and orchestra and
the picture Young Ideas, giving the
house a gross of around $44,000. This
week, with the Andrews Sisters as the
big draw and Mitch Ayers’s orchestra,
also popular, plus the pic Hostages,
house should go 50G or better.

Palomar’s Eve Over 4Gs

NORFOLK, Va.—New Year's Eve lined
local dance hall operators’ pockets with
silver, capacity crowds showing wup at
virtually every spot. The Palomar had
one of its biggest takes sinoce its opening,
collecting $4,290—1,300 dancers at $3.30
per—with Herbie Fields’s ork, Marilyn
Duke, the Dancing Eddys and a unit
floor show.

Crowds also thronged the Monticello
Hotel, where Glen Williams’ ork per-
formed with a floorshow, and the Dude
Ranch, where the Berk Mottley band has
been playing continuously for three
years.

Ink Spots 1-Day $4.320
COLUMBUS, O.~—~Ink Spots unit, ab
the Palace for three days ended Thurs-
day (13) set a house record for an open-
ing day’s business, gross being $4,320.

Monroe Ork Record 2414G

NEWARK, N. J—Vaughn Monroe ork,
playing the Adams last week, set an all-
time house record for a non-holiday
stanza. Take reached $24,500,

Philly Perks As
Tucker Hits 236,
Millinder $9,200

PHILADELPHIA.—Week ended Thurs-
day (13) found the local variety houses
coming out of their slump. Earle Theater
(seating capacity, 3,000; house average,
$20,000) chalked up a neat $23,000 with
Tommy Tucker’s band out in the lead.
Hal Leroy and Frank Gaby supported,
along with Mary Ann Wayne, Don Brown,
Kerwin Somerville, Bud Kimker and the
Voice Three out of the band. Pistol
Packin’ Mama on screen.

Fay’'s Theater (seating capacity, 2,200;
house average, $10,000) still short of its
regular stride, altho Lucky Millinder’s
band started things going a bit and house
realized $9,200 for the week. Spider Bruce
and Company, Dave McHarris, Tanglefoot
and Beatiste, Trevor Bacon and Beauty
Carol rounded out the bill. So’s Your
Uncle on screen.

Monroe, in Hub,
Must Sprint to
Nab Vanities 34G

BOSTON, Jan. 15—Vaughn Monroe
opened at the RKO Thursday (13) and
Phil Spitalny’s harem is due January 20,
but both will have to sprint to catch up
with Earl CarrolPs Vanities unit.

Hottest show, in more ways than one,
at this house (3,200 seats, 44 to 99
cents) during the past three weeks was
the Vanities, playing December 30 to
January 5. Gross was $34,000. Besides
the usual collection of dames and the
band in the pit, the unit included
Barney Grant, comic; Seiler and Seibold,
Moffett Sisters, Costello Sisters and Bar-
bara La Rene. Pic was Around the
World. Prices were scaled from $1.10 to
$2.20 for New Year’s Eve, when the take
hit better than $6,000. Top was up to
$1.10 for Saturday night.

Jerry Wald’s band before the Vanities

Post-Holiday and Bold Bills
Make Grosses Look Bleary

NEW YORK—That post-holiday let-
down showed up in vaudefilm grosses.
Added factor was the retention of holi-
day bills. Result was a sharp drop in
takes from the whizzing figures of the
week before.

Radio City Music Hall (2,200 seats;
$101,141 house average), in its fifth week
with Al Loyal, Adriana and Charly and
Madame Curie pic, pulled $105,000, repre-
senting a drop of $14,000 from the pre-
vious week’'s $119,000. On earlier weeks
house grossed $116,000, $110,000 and $98,-
000. The Roxy (5,835 seats; $79,612 house
average), going for the third week with
Jimmy Dorsey, Bill Robinson and Gang's
All Here, plunged to $70,000 from the
previous week’s dizzy $127,000, and $110,-
000 the week before that.

The Capitol (4,627 seats; $59,010 house
average) still has Lou Holtz, Kathryn
Grayson, Nancy Walker, Rags Ragland,
Fay and Gordon, Richard Himber Ork
and Guy Named Joe. Went to $75,000
from the previous week’s $110,000, and
$72,000 of the week before.

The Paramount (3,664 seats; $62,575
house average), riding along with Tommy
Dorsey, Edwards Sisters and Paul Regan,
plus Riding High, rode down to 856,000
from the sizzling $100,000 of the week
before, and $72,000 for the opening week.

The Strand (2,758 seats; $44,092 house
average), playing Charlie Barnet, Ella
Mae Morse; Low, Hite and Stanley, and
Bunny Briggs, plus Destination Tokio,

and Glen Gray’s the week after grossed
about the same, $24,000. Wald played
December 23 to 29, with Patricla Morison
as compaflion attraction. Chaz Chase
and Three Samuels in the variety de-
partment, and Ginnie Powell and Dick
Herrick from the band rounded out the
unit. Screen feature was Tarzan's
Desert Mystery.

Along with Glen Gray's Casa Loma,
Anita, Boyer and Tommy Morgan were
featured, with Ames and Arno and Ladd
Lyon completing the group. Pic was
Son of Dracula.

did a short slide to $65,000 from the pre-
vious week’s record $77,000.

The State (3,327 seats; $28,036 house
average), with Grace McDonald, the
Hickory Nuts, Cy Reeves, Smith and Dale,
Salici puppets, the Reddingtons, and
Girl Crazy, pulled a fair $29,000, way
down from the previous week’s $43,000.
New bill has Willie Bryant, Don Redman
Ork, Una Mae Carlisle, Heckle and Jive,
Holmes and Jeanne, Harris and Hunter,
plus No Time jor Love.

Long Ork Pull at
Chi; Smiley-Hal
24G Big Juve Draw

CHICAGO.—The year started off okay
for the two vaudefilmers. Weather has
been favorable and people still in a
spending mood.

Chicago Theater (4,000) had 2 holdover
show last week that had a few light days,
but on the whole did exceptionally well,
with a probably gross of around $46,000.
Current bill, with Johnny Long’s orches-
tra and three acts, should do better than
the house average.

Oriental (3,200) had a sock show last
week, Hollywood Pin-Up Girl Revue get-
ting a big play for better than $26,000.
This week Smiley Burnette, pic player,
and Hal McIntyre’s band are expected to
roll up a healthy gross. Both favorites
with the young folks and should bring in
around $24,000.

Balto Neat $13,400

BALTIMORE. — Hippodrome Theater
grossed an excellent $18,400 week ended
January 12 with bill made up of Happy
Felton, Shirley Wayne, Juggling Jewels,
Olsen and Shirley and the Three Man-
dells. Pic, Higher and Higher.

BURLESQUE NOTES

NEW YORK:

JOE KELSO, juggler-dancer-magician,
after completion of a Hirst Circuit con-
tract of 30 weeks, leaves burly for the

falrs, with bookings by Barnes-
Carruthers. WIill keep In action until
the end of September. .. . SCARLET

KELLY, Hirst wheel feature, and Allen
Flelding, who was Al Flelds, ork leader
in Hirst Philadelphia houses, will cele-
brate their third wedding anniversary
February 8. Another celebration will
mark Fielding’s fourth year at the Club
Ball in the Quaker City. . JANIS
KELLY, ex-burly chorine, sister of Scar-
let, is now Mrs. Harold Bauers, and work-
ing in a Dayton (O.) defense plant while

Under New Ownership

FOLLIES THEATER

337 S. Main St.
Los Angeles 13, Calif.

PRINCIPAL PERFORMERS
Write
L |

CHORUS GIRLS
WANTED AT ONCE!! DAY OFF. SHORT
REHEARSALS. Wire of Write

PALACE THEATER

BUFFALO 3, N.
Jackie Richards. Produclnu

e
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WANTED
COMEDIANS, DANCERS and STRIPPERS

Send Full Details Immediately.

MILTON SCHUSTER

127 N. Dearborn St, CHICAGO 2, ILL.

1909806680096

husband is overseas. Another Scarlet
sister, Dean, also an ex-burly chorine, is
working clubs in Philadelphia. ... RUTH
JACKSON, back in the Hudson, Union
City (N. J.), line-up after battling three
weeks with the flu.. .. GENE MARTINI
and his accordion, last in burly in 1935
and since then in Western theaters and
niteries, is awaiting a call from an over-
seas unit. . . . EVELYN KNIGHT and
June Marsh left a Hirst unit in Boston
recently.

GEORGE ROSE; straight man, con-
sldering one of four offers for a USO
unit after his current tour of the Hirst
Circuit. . . . ETHEL DEVOE worked the
Hudson, Unlon City (N. J.), New Year’s
week, with her forehead deftly covered by
her blond hair to hide a cut she sus-
talned last month in a fall on a rug in a
Norfolk hotel. . . . PATRICIA MORGAN;
Jack LaMont, comic, and Mrs. Joe Helso
arrived in Unlon City, N. J., January 2
suffering with stomach trouble which,
they complained, was due to Philadelphia
water consumed the week before (atten-
tion, Philly city fathers). . RED
MARSHALL, comic, trying hard to rid
himself of a strep throat contracted re-
cently. . . . BILLY FIELDS, comlic, is in
a hospital in Philacdelphia suffering from
various ailments because of which he
was forced to leave his Hirst unit in
Allentown, Pa., New Year’s Day.
BETTY MONTGOMERY shifted to the
Club Warren, Brooklyn, thru Paul Lester,
booker. . . . INEZ RYBERG, with Jean
Bedinl's Peek-a-Boo a few years back,
operates a beauty parlor here. UNO.

* * *

PHILADELPHIA:

I1ZZY HIRST, having closed a deal that
gives him Warners’ Auditorium Theater,
making for his third movie house here,
has left for a vacation in Florida. . . .
JACK CURTISS, off-stage singing voice
at the Troc, doubling at the Cadillac
Tavern. . . . MAX COHEN, former house
manager for the Hirst Circuit, has been
managing the Mayfair Theater, Dayton,
O., since he lost his voice fonowing a
throat operation last summer. .
“HELLO JAKE” FIELDS stepped in to
fill for Charles (Red) Marshall, who

MAGIC

By BILL SACHS

EGGY AUSTINI, overseas with a USO-

Camp Shows unit, V-malils under date
of Deeember 27: “Spent Christmas Day
with Eddie Cochran and wife, Nadyne,
and Prince Mendes, of This Is the Army,
and had a big magic powwow. Mil-
bourne Christopher is now In the army
and came over on the same boat with
Dr. Jester and Lady Ethel, mentalists.
I managed to do three magic shows on
the boat before being sent to the hos-
pital” . . . COLUMBUS (0.) MAGIC
CLUB will stage its 13th Annual Magi-
Fest at the Neil House, that city, Friday
and Saturday, February 4 and 5. There'll
be a get-together party Friday night,
and Saturday afternocon will bring the
magiclans-only show, both at the Neil
House. The pro magic show is scheduled
for Masonic Temple Saturday night, with
a party at the hotel after the show.
Registration fee of $1 entitles one to all
Magi-Fest actlvitlies. . . . L. E. GERDE,
magician and vent, who has been pre-
senting his wares professionally for more
than a half a century, is still active on
club dates in theeIndianapolis area, where
he is president<of Ring No. 10, IBM.
His wife, who has been in the hospital

dropped out of the Troc show last week
with a strep throat infection. .. . BILLY
FIELDS, who was due at the Troc this
week, is ill at a Pittsburgh hospital, and
comedian Sammy Smith comes in as a

substitute.
*® * *

FROM ALL AROUND:

CLIFF COCHRAN, comic, has returned
to burly after two years as a toolmaker
in a Cinclnnati war plant. He opened
Friday (14) with Jack Kane’s stock unit
at the Grand, Youngstown, O.

STANLEY MONTFORT, stage manager
and house straight, now in his fourth
season at the Fox, Indianapolis, is cele-
brating hjs 70th consecutive week of
working with Comic Lou DeVine at that
house.

there for nearly a year, is showing im-
provement and is expected to be dis-
charged from the nursing home within
a fortnight. . ED RICKARD, who
stems from a long line of magiclans, is
presenting his shadowgraphs at Glenn
Rendezvous, Newport, Ky. Rickard is the
uncle of Fu Manchu (Dave Rickard),
and Ed’s brother is Theodore Rickard,
prominent for his Chinese magic under
the name of Okito. . . . THE WRITER
had the honor of addressing the mem-
bers of Indianapolis Assembly No. 31 at
thelr regular semi-monthly meeting
Monday night (10) of last week. It was
more of a pleasure to this scribe than
to those poor magl who had to listen.

. LEN®O. GUNN, West Coast magus,
shoots the following from somewhere in
Australia under date of January 1: “Had
a fine trip over and like it fine. Expect
to be here six months doing magic for
the boys. Poogie-Poogle, of Oakland,
Calif., also here, and have heard some
very good reports on his show. Have
covered many thousands of miles during
1943 for USO-Camp Shows and have
enjoyed it all. They treat you swell.”
Gunn’s address is USO-Camp Shows,

(See MAGIC on page 25)

CLOBDS OF SMOKE (— =

and Many Other Amusing, Mystifying
Tricks From Finger-Tips and
Empty Hand
Just reach into the air, and produce
clouds of smoke — hundreds of them,
Rub your hands together, and give your
audience a genuine snowfall. Spin rib-
? bons three to five feet long.

‘ ENJOY THE THRILL
L

of holding your audience spellbound
with, your professional skill. It's
tricky, it’s entertaining, it's sen-
sational, All you need is
? my Mystic Paste that
liquefies into action. Abso-
lutely no dangerous chem-
l icals used
Send 50¢ for my tube that
will last for 35 full
i, performances. Or get
3 tubes for $1.00,
while they last,

M. C. REGAN LABORATORIES

Caiifon, W. J,
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MORE LATINS IN MANHATTAN

New Boom On | Intimate Diary of a Camp
Shows’ Actor —Long Delayed

With Support
From CIAA

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—The Latins-
to-Manhattan upsurge which quieted
down about a year or two ago after
bringing to notice such attractions
as Carmen Amaya, Carmen Miranda,
Desi Arnaz and Diosa Costello,
shows signs of starting again.

A new crop of south-of-the-border
entertainers is appearing in town, or
is skedded to, and a government
source is taking a hand in finding
fresh Latin talent for presentation
here in the interests of Pan-Ameri-
can relations. Taken together, both
these developments may well lead to
another renalssance of castanets-and-
pepper entertainment such as evolved
pre-war.

Chu-Chu Martinez: Set the Latins’
c¢ycle on the upgrade nine months ago
when he broke in at La Conga after his
discovery by Leon Henderson in Rio de
Janeiro. Martinez has been on the air
with Gertrude Lawrence and is set for
(See Latins in Manhattan on page 27)

AGVA Sets Up
Shop Stewards
In Philly Spots

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15—Local AGVA
chapter is adopting Equity's steward
system in keeping its acts in full check.
Plan devised by Richard Mayo, executive
secretary of the local actors’ union,
provides for every emsee in a nitery
floorshow to serve as union steward. It
will be the steward’s responsibility to
see that all acts on the bill are paid up
and that all have a stamped AGVA-
approved contract for the engagement.

Stewards so designated will be subject
to fines If not reporting irregularities,
either on part of the performer, booker
or nitery owner. Performers coming into
a spot without pald-up cards or approved
contracts will be given 24 hours to get
into good standing.

Where a spot doesn’t use an emsee. or
the emsee s an out-of-towner, the union
will designate one of the other acts on
the bill as steward.

Hannah Williams Down for
Count on Act Non-Payment

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Two members
of the trio appearing with Hannah Wil-
llams at her recent Riobamba club en-
gagement have charged her with non-
payment of salary.

When the singer finished at the spot
she asked the trio to stick with her until
her next engagement, according to the
complainants. Instead of paying them
during the two-week layoff, as they
claim she promised to do, Miss Williams
went to Washington, taking one of the
men with her.

The two boys took the matter up with
Local 802, AFM, and won thelr claim
for two weeks’' salary by default when
Miss Willlams failed to appear. Her
lawyer has asked that the decision be
held in abeyance until another hearing
can be held. Case is scheduled for re-
airing Thureday (20), at which time
he promises his client will be present.

Illness Stops Al Wiser

ORANGE, N. J,, Jan. 15.—Al Wiser, of
Moran and Wiser, jugglers, has been
forced out of Olsen and Johnson's Sons
o’ Fun by i1l health and is now at his
home, 97 North Day Street, here. Bill
Moran continues with the show. The
two have been partnered since 1906.

(This is Chapter 3. The first two ap-
peared in the June 26 and July 17 issues.
Marshall was away from USO-Camp
Shows in the interim, having refoined re-
cently.)

“Blabbermouth” Marshall is back
on Camp Shows. Succumbing to the
lure of this great theatrical “Foreign
Legion” I have already forgotten
what I came to forget.
Mike Special started
it. He said, “Go ahead,
kid, think what you’ll
do for morale.”

“But I've got a good
job in radio, Mike.
WBYN is not exactly
a big deal, but it’s
steady; there’s a future

Blllboard

ﬁ ﬂ;};e

in radio.”
:‘Have you ever been to Pratt, Kan.?”
INO.”
“Have you seen Malden, Mo.?”
“No; .and I don’t care to, thank you.”
“You're going to. Isigned the contract
this morning—you leave on Saturday.”
On Wednesday CSI called The Bill-
board, sald, “We've got Jay Marshall back

on Camp Shows—so there” ... and hung
up.
On Thursday I called CSI. “Please, I

don't want to manage the show.”
hung up again.

On Friday I got the rush act at 8 West
40th Street, winding up in Sorzano's
office. Mr. Sorzano gave me & new Camp
Shows’ pin and the routine that goes
with it. In addition he promised, “You
won’t have to manage the show.” O,
happy day!

And it came to pass on Saturday that
I bid sad farewell to my radio job, my

Csr

Mexico City in
2-a-Day Boom,
Clubs Tee Off

MEXICO CITY, Jan. 8 —Arbeu Thea-
ter, remodeled, now showing vaude-revue
shows, making the fifth in Mexico City
showing two-a-day. Others ere Lirico,
Iris, Folies and Ideal, all reporting good
business.

Hindu Palace, new night spot opened
here with Monroy’s ork floorshow headed
by the Falgas, South American singer,
and Gail Miller, U. S. contortionist. Palace
plans to book five acts for week-long
stands.

Three movie houses, Palacio, Alameda
and Bucarelt, are booking week-end vaude
acts, apparently to cash in on the vaude
surge which struck this city recently.
Week-end shows run from four to six
acts, most of them doubling from night
spots.

Club San Soucl, after g delay of two
weeks, opened last week. Features Cuban
dance music. First floorshow had Marga-
rita Maris, Marianna, and Alicia Parla.
Plans to use from three to five acts for
week stands.

Mexican magicians had thelr annual
get-together December 31 to 1 Patio.
Those present included Fu Man Chu,
Okito, Manuel Rincorn Gallardo, Olga,
and Lem Sing Toy.

Williamson-Bordie Team-Up

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—A new partnership
links Freddy Williamson, formerly with
Frederick Bros., and Al Bordie, of Cen-
tral Booking Office. Combine will operate
under the CBO banner and will specialize
in cocktail combos and bands. Office re-
cently signed Flo Henry, of Bernard and
Henry duo, and booked attractions into
the Trocodero, Evansville, Ind., and the
885 Club, Chicago.

By JAY (He-Shoulda-Stood-in-Radic) MARSHALL

draft board and my agent and boarded
the train for St. Louis. That was in
September.

Disturbing His Ablutions

Sunday night (per instruction) I went
to the Claridge Hotel. The actors were
out, but a room had been reserved for
me. I checked in and was taking a bath
when Joe Roth knocked on the door.
“I'm the manager of Troupe 22. I just
dropped by to say hello,” and added, “Be
at the depot at eight in the morning.”
“Thank you,” I sald, closed the door and
got back in the tub.

Next morning I located Joe Roth, who
introduced me to Al Small. I knew I
was back on Camp Shows when Joetsald,
“I guess the two girls are late’ On
Camp Shows the girls are always late.
Shortly the girls bustled toward us with
the sophisticated “hard-to-get”  look
that accompanies meeting a new act.

“This Is Jay Marshall,” Joe said, “Meet
Yvonne Sutherland and Joane Rexer.”

“I've worked with Joane Rexer,” I
began (already on the make). “It was
(See CSI ACTOR’S DIARY on page 27)

Stevens Changes

Affects Policy

CHICAGO, Jan. 22, —The recent change
in the managerial operations of the
Stevens Hotel, formerly under the direc-
tion of Arnold Kirkeby, of the Drake and
Blackstone hotels, and now under the
executive managership of Richard J.
Hill Jr. and Steve Healy, will also effect
the entertalnment policy of the new
Boulevard Room.

Previous to the opening of the hotel,
the management adopted a policy of
booking swing ‘band attractions, and
opened the room with Duke Ellington
and his orchestra. Altho this policy has
attracted unusually large crowds, it will
bow out In favor on name band attrac-
tions plus a headline act.

The new change, which takes place
January 28 will feature Bernie Cum-
mings and orchestra, Gracie Barrie, who
recently dishanded her orchestra, will
be headlined as a single. Each of these
attractions have been linked In for a
four-week engagement with options. On
February 25, Bonnie Baker is scheduled
t6 go in for four weeks with options on
a special contract ealling for star billing,
guaranteed air time over CBS every night
and no room service while she's on the
floor.

Detroit Terrace
Makes With Names

DETROIT, Jan. 15.—Grand Terrace
Casino, opened three days after Christmas
under the management of Sidney Ber-
man, will operate on a name attraction
policy. Spot opened with Ann Corio as
headliner and a bill of standard acts.
Miss Corio bowed out at the end of the
week, with Val Irving, Hollywood emsee,
stepping up as headliner.

Future tentative bookings include Milt
Britton, NTG, Harry Richman, Arline
Judge and Ted Lewis. Larry Lawrence, of
Mike Falk Agency, is handling the book-
ings,

Casino seats about 800 in a series of
three-level horseshoe terraces, plus a bal-
cony, and is Detroit’s only theater-style
nitery.

EL BRENDEL COMEBACK

LOS ANGELES, Jan. 15.—El Brendel,
once popular movie comle, is trying for
a comeback. Is set to appear at the
Golden Gate Theater, San Francisco, the
week of January 20, and is being offered
for film engagements by Al Grossman,
his manager.

AGVA Execs To
Hit Key Towns
On Pact Talks

Philly Showdown Near

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Agents in Buf-
falo, Cleveland, Pittsburgh, Cincinnati,
Detroit and Chicago will be vislted by
Matt Shelvey, national administrator of
the American Gulild of Varlety Artists,
and Mortimer S. Rosenthal, associate
counsel.

Shelvey and Rosenthal start a 10-
day tour of these cities January 24 for
the purpose of discussing the new con-
tract between AGVA and -the Artists’
Representatives Assoclation of New York.
The trip may result in the formation of
agents’ organizations in those.cities.

Meanwhile Shelvey 1is forwarding
copies of the contract, plus digests and
explanatory letters to all AGVA agents
thruout the country.

In Chicago, Shelvey and Rosenthal
will carry on further discussions with the
Entertainment Managers’ Assoclation.
David P. O'Malley, representing EMA, was
in New York Tuesday (11) for a two-day
conference with AGVA and ARA on the
question of splitting the 15 per cent
AGVA allows an act to pay where bookers
with exclusive booking arrangements are
concerned.

Chicago agents, thru EMA, sought to
obtain an agreement for 10 per cent to
the booker and 5 to the agent, instead
of the reverse which now obtains in
the AGVA-ARA pact. O'Malley returned
to Chicago with the understanding that
10-5 split probably would stand as is.

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15—Split in
ranks among the local agents, resulting
in two organizations of bookers, Is near-

(See AGVA EXECS on page 27)

These Are the
New Strip Rules
By Detroit Censor

DETROIT, Jan. 15.—Lleut. Charles W,
Snyder, Detroit police censor, has issued
a ukase against any form of stripping
on the floor, Rule applies to night clubs,
and not to theaters, including burlesque,
where the same rules as_in the past pre-
vail.

Snyder’s regulation is not so much &
new rule as a formalization of the stand-
ards he has enforced for some time An
attempt to extend special consideration
to one act or type of act, he believes,
would only lead to misunderstanding and
further pleas for special consideration,
and he intends to apply the rule gen-
erally.

The no-strip order applies, it was
learned, even to such cases as a change
of basic costume on the stage, and by a
dancer from bouffant skirt to tights or
ballet skirt, which, he contends, should
not be made in full view of the audience.

Snyder also firmly opposes male strip
numbers in night clubs, such as the
familiar comedy strip to red flanels. He
pointed out that, altho the rule is “no
garment may he stripped on the stage”,
this does not apply to such instances as
removal of usual outer garments such
as coats, or inoffensive comedy bits like
the act that “strips” a shirt and dickey
thru the coat sleeves when apparently
intending to remove gloves.

Tom Senna AGVA Ouster
Delayed by Shelvey O. O.

NEW YORK, Jan. 15—Dismissal of
Tom Senna as administrative director
for the Boston area of the American
Guild of Variety Artists is being held
up for one week pending an investigation
by Matt Shelvey, national administrator.

Shelvey has received numerous re=-
quests for a personal look-see into the
Boston situation before causing replace-
ment of Senna by Fred Nerrett. He will
go to Boston next week for this purpose.
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Grand Terrace Casino,
Detroit

Talent policy: Show and relief band;
floorshows at 9:30 and 12:30. Man-
agement: Sidney Berman, general man-
ager; Mike Falk, booker. Prices: Ad-
mission, 75 cents; dinners from $1.50;
drinks from 40 cents.

Reopened as a class spot under new
management, GTC entertainment policy
centers on a two-hour show with a good
balance of variety appeal.

Richard Rowland, a baritone with con-
siderable range, opened with a romantic
appeal in Night and Day, catching the hit
mood of Paper Doll, and hitting his own
stride with the more novel entertainment
value of Shine.

Frances Wills is an unusual control
acro dancer, building the first part of her
act around the use of a five-foot metal
hoop. Works in and out of it and grace-
fully molding its curves into the moving
lines of her dance and poses.

Duke Art, with his clay caricatures ex-
hibited his now-familiar skill, highlighted
in modeling the face of a girl from the
audience. Has become a standard and
well-liked act in this territory.

Julie Dawn, vivaclous brunette in green
evening gown, radiates scintillating sin-
cerity in numbers like People Will Say
We’re in Love. Has a wide range of style
and tone, with a peculiarly melodious
overtone that pleases over the mike. Also
does vocals for the line numbers.

Calgary Brothers, slow-motion inebri-
ates, get the ultimate absurdity into their
work. They do some exceptional control
acrobatics that make them tops in com-
edy dumb acts.

Val Irving, emsee, is the headliner,
working out a variety of fast styles. Works
himself into practically every act and
keeps the show constantly lively. His
dance job on the ad lib speed novelty
side rates special mention.

Spot has two lines, totaling 16 girls,
produced by Nilia Brooks and Dolly Nutter,
working together but differently costumed

and routined in most numbers. Costum-
ing colorful and appealing.
H. F. Reves.

1428 Canal Street

GIRLS WANTED

FRENCH CASINO THEATRE NIGHT (LUB

PAY FAIR SALARY — WARDROBE FURNISHED

Our line is under the supervision of a Dancing Academy and receives expert
instructions,

Also Want Good Sock Acts, Singles or Doubles,
Character and Novelty Numbers.

Wire or Write Immediately for Details

ALONZO PATTERSON

NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS

The Tropics, Hollywood

Talent policy: Small orchestra and
floorshows at 8:45, 10:30 and 12 mid-
night. Management: Harry Arnheim,
owner; Maurie Wolfe, manager; Joe
Arnheim, headwaiter. Prices: Dinner,
$1.50 up; drinks, 60 cents up. No
cover; no minimum.

The Tropics, located near Sunset on
Vine, draws a good part of its trade from
servicemen wandering around Radio Cen-
ter. Informal atmosphere and reason-
able tabs. Shows run about 30 minutes,
and with three spotted in a night, the
time is ample.

For music, The Tropics has Maurie Sher-
man, violin maestro, and his four-piece
combo. Sherman's vio is justifiably fea-
tured. He holds down the other instru-
ments to a reasonable tone. Intermission
music by Ada Rives is pleasing.

John Law emsees in a stately manner,
his splel bringing on the acts is a more
or less “here-they-are.” A little relaxing
by him would fit better into the Tropic’s
get-together atmosphere.

First on is Susan King, statesque dancer,
terping to Begin the Beguine, with Sher-
man’s fiddle figuring high. Her follow-up
is in a faster tempo. She cleats clean and
does a nice job.

Betty McCabe, pint-sized singer, goes
in heavily for novelty stuff with Would
You Rather Be a Colonel the starter. No
Love, No Nothin' and Shoo-Shoo Baby
were in the wind-up. Mugs effectively
and her comic warbling is satisfactory.

Mack Malone doffs his white tie and
tails for the first show and does his cleat-
ing in sports attire. Malone, over six
feet, wangles his legs in double-jointed
motions. Work is smooth and routines
well executed.

To finish, Law polishes off Road to
Mandalay vocals in dance tempo. My
Heart Tells Me okay. His main tune is
The Big Bass Violin. Law has the deep
bass for the boomps boomps and carries
the other part well. On My Heart he uses
a good bass to the point where it lacks
melody. Big Bass got a big hand.

Sam Abbott.

New Orleans, Louisiana

R o)

“South American Ambassadors of Good Will”

CINA ~ CORTEZ

MUSIC—COMEDY—NOVELTY—SONGS

Universally acclaimed the

Currently—leon & Eddie’s, New York

HATTIE ALTHOFF, C.R.A,, Ltd.
o T o

FASTEST ACT
of its kind

PERSONAL DIRECTION:

Palmer House, Empire
Room, Chicago

Talent policy: Production shows at 8
and 11:30: little show at 10; dance
band. Management: E. T. Lawless,
managing director; Victor Hagner, room
manager; Al Fuller, advertising directcr;
Merriell Abbott, producer. Prices: Mini-
g\sum, $3 (week-ends $3.50); dinner,

Merriell Abbott has a winner in the
new Empire Room show, which departs
from the usual dignified atmosphere of
the room and leans heavily to comedy.
Hildegarde is, of course, the top attrac-
tion. Some will like her, some will not.
There seems to be no middle ground. But
the way she was received on opening
night indicates she rates tops with the
Palmer House clientele. Backed up by
Ran Wilde's orchestra, new to Chicago,
she was given a hearty reception at the
show caught, anq both her singing and
informal clowning found a receptive au-
dience. The special lighting effects de-
signed by Anna Sosenko, Hildegarde’'s
manager, added much to the effective-
ness of the star’s work.

Hildegarde intersperses her singing
with comedy chatter and clowning and
parades around the ringside tables to ex-
change quips with diners, giving the
show an intimate touch that goes big
with the customers, despite the artifi-
cialty that is displeasing to some, She
frequently over-dramatizes, but the cus-
tomers love it. In her singing she i1s a
consummate showman, using all the
tricks of the trade to put her numbers
across, which she does superbly, Among
songs in show caught were Thank Your
Lucky Stars, People Will Say We're In
Love, Sce That You’re® Born in TPezxas,
With My Feet On the Sidewalk; a hilari-
ous number titled I'm Going to Get Lit
Up When the Lights Go Up Again, and
closed with a superb medley of patriotic
airs.

A. Robins, a great clown, garners many
a laugh with his loads of bananas and
an endless assortment of gadgets that
are the props for his clever comedy rou-
tine.

Nick Long Jr., registers well with a
variety of tap routines. Long has an in-
gratiating personality and his footwork
is entertaining.

Ran Wilde’s orchestra packs e lot of
talent and its dance music is very good.
The ork’s vocalist, Camilla Lane, is love~
ly, sings exceptionally well, and does a
neat job at the ivories. The Abbott
Dancers appear in two artistic routines,
one titled Acrobatics in White and Silver,
the other an introduction to Hildegarde.
They are up to the Merriell Abbott
standard.

Advance reservations for the Hilde-
garde show are heavy and indications
point to a highly successful engagement,

Nat Green.

Kitty Davis’s, Miami Beach,
Florida

Talent policy: Floorshow and dance
band. Shows at 8:30 and 11. Manage-
ment: Kitty and Danny Davis. Prices
from $2.

Competing against powerful opposition,
this spot, which 1s rapidly becoming
known as the maker of stars, has brought
back Sharon DeVries as headliner.

This fem has improved amazingly since
her run of five months during the sum-
mer, and as a wacky comedienne has few
peers. With a winning personality, clever
songs and stories, she also does some con-
tortion dancing and the customers were
reluctant to let her go after she worked
almost 30 minutes. Should remain here
for the balance of the winter.

Renee Villon also is playing a return
engagement. With gorgeous costumes,
this shapely dancer offers a click routine.

Patsy Shaw continues to inject pep and
vivacity in her songs and stories and is
another fem who should go places.

Larry Kent is the new emsee, using an
entirely different routine than in vaude.
Gags and sings his way to score.

Madelyn Wallace chorus line offers some
novel numbers., Good to look at, they do
much to complete the best show the air
liner has housed in some time.

Mel Mann and ork continue at this
spot and round out the corking entertain-
ment, L. T. Berliner.

Hurricane, Miami

Talent policy: Floorshow and dance
band. Continuous from 8 p.m., last
show starting at 1:45. Management: Al
Berlin. Admission: 55 cents, no cover.

This newest of Miami’'s night spots oc-
cupies the building formerly housing
Manning’s restaurant on Biscayne Boule-
vard, roughly opposite Club Bali. It's pat-
terned after Detroit’s famous Bowery and
getting enormous biz with Sally Rand as
headliner.

Sally is hitting on all cylinders with her
w.-k. fan dance, and later joins in the
show's finale, fully clothed, kidding the
old and the young ones for a big hand.
Always a swell act. A soused soldier al-
most broke up her first appearance when
he mounted the stage and made for Sally,
who yelled for help. An emergency
bouncer got rid of the nuisance quickly
and M. Ps did the rest.

Frank Marlow, emsee, spouted a lot of
funny stories, some on the extremely blue
side, but got over. Rose Marie in acro-
batic dancing; Janice Reise, a thrush and
terp comedienne, and Joey Woods, hoofer,
pleased.

Bobby Belmont was liked in a marion-
ette number, and Larry and Lynn scored
with their unicycle tricks. Dorr Stuart has
a powerful tenor voice and his pleasing
personality made him solid with the cus-
tomers.

Roy Maxon and ork with Hal Lane han-
dled all the music for the show and danc-
ing capably. L. T. B.

LA PEARL’S
BOXING AND
DANCING TOY
MANCHESTER DOGS

BETTY JANE, Vocalist
HARRY AND LORETTA, Comedy Bits
JANUARY 21 TO FEBRUARY 3
LAST FRONTIER HOTEL

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

DOLLY RAOUL
DANCERS

r Featuring Vicki Lane,
Gorgeous Blonde Fan Dancer. Also
72 RAOULETTES,”
Sensational Acrobatic Dancers,
Personally tralned by Dolly Raoul, formerly
Ziegfeld Follies. Producing lines for leading
theatres, clubs from coast to coast. Beautlful
girls with costumes furnished in groups of 4 to 12,

DOLLY RAOUL PRODUCTIONS

156 West 44th Street NEW YORK CITY

"ONCE IN A LAFF TIME"

oM O’NEAL

Held Over!

400 Club, 8§t. Louls, Mo,
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Panther Room, Sherman
Hotel, Chicago

Hollywood Casino,
Hollywood

Talent policy: Swing band; shows at
8:30 and 11:30. Management: Ernest
Byfield and Frank Bering, operators;
Max Sachs, publicity. Prices: Minimum
$2 and $2.50 Saturdays.

For several weeks the Sherman Hotel
entertained visiting heroes of the armed
services by Inviting them to sit on the
stage with the eight College Inn models
and to tell their adventures over the
p.-a. system. Program was highly popu-
lar with the patrons and much good
will was created among the American,
English and Australian servicemen who
were interviewed and dined.

Present show has dropped this feature,
and the models come out alone, parade
across the floor once in gorgeous gowns
and walk off. Pianist Robert Crum, who
is headlining his third month in the
room, plays three or four numbers with
the aid of a long mirror which is lowered
so that it reflects his hands racing up
and down the keyboard. The stunt is
good psychology and puts the act over
Wwith those folks who must see something
1o appreciate it. Crum is a 27-year-old
Chicagoan whose finger dexterity is ex-
cellent and very commercial. But his
playing at times leaves music lovers in
a fog. Nelther a concert artist nor a
good swing pianist, his semi-classical
style of presenting numbers is often
spoiled by corny tricks such as running
his thumb across the keys and playing
with the back of his hands. Has talent
and could improve his performance by
adding taste to his arrangements and
eliminating some of the *gingerbread
that passes €or showmanship.

Cab Calloway and his orchestra com-
plete the show with vocals by C. C. and
Quentin Jackson, a special arrangement
played by the band, and another fast
tune improvised by the Cab Jivers, six
of Cab’s musicians who step out front
and weave a little informal" Jazz.

Cab still gets a laugh with his snow-
white zoot-suit and his Minnie the
Moocher’s hoochy-kooching. Band plays
good commercial dance music, but with
20 people, and some of the best Negro
musiclans in America in the group,
it’s too bad they have to waste so much
of thefr talent playing such mediocre
arrangements.

Business here terrific, as usual, with
Karl Marx the clown dispensing fun
with the patrons both at the tables and
on the dance floor. Carl Cons.

R
joY PAIGE

Her Piano and Her Delightful
Song Stories for Grown-Ups

PHIL SHELLEY
Chicago

Direction:
|64 E. Lake Street

DIFFERENT! USUAL SOPHISTICATED!

MYSTIC CRAIG
C)‘I.‘/ll(‘ll.f l‘il /¢Zu¢/l’(

THEATRES « CLUBS « HOTELS
Direction:

ROGER E. MURREL
137 W.48th 51, N. Y. C.

CURRENTLY USO TOUR OVERSEAS

. BENNY RESH

And His Show Band
Tth Solid Year at the Bowery, Detroit.
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Talent policy: Dance band and floor-
shows at 9:30 and 12. Management:
Joe and Frank Zucca, owner-managers;
Steve Hardin, publicity. Prices: Ad-
mission, 75 cents; dinner, $3.50; drinks,
50 cents up.

Hollywood Casino brings burlesque to
Hollywood, and so far the idea is paying
off, Before this policy was inaugurated,
spot featured straight floorshows and
then steered off on sepia, which did very
well with Noble Sissle and his entertain-
ers. Idea now is to feature burlesque
names. Those in the present line-up
include Rosita Royce, Lee Trent, Ray
Parsons, Mimi Reed and Harry Rose.

Don Carpa and ork open with fanfare,
Lee Trent getting rousing cheers. Dave
Barry, comic, heckles Trent from the
audience and then helps out at the mike.
Trent, under contract to RKO, does good
as straight but Barry hurts his rep as a
comic trying to divvy parts. The Casion-
ettes, six girls trained by Fred Hanson,
on for a one-two-three kick that is ef-
fective.

The Casionettes appear three -times.
After the opening there is a middle spot
and one in the finale, Second appearance

1s a lively parade number to A Pretty

Girl Is Like a Melody. Finale is a fiesta
thing well styled.

The burlesque comedy angle is handled
by Trent as straight with Barry, and
Harry Rose. Ray Parsons does good work;
her straight with Rose is a double-en-
tendre sketch.

Comedy handled effectively by Barry
as a single. Sketch included I'm 4-F in
the Army and imitations, besting on the
riveters as well as Joe Stalin, Wendell
Willkie, Donald Duck and Jimmy Du-
rante, Matcrial sure-fire, delivery peppy.

Mimi Reed is spotted in a speclalty
dance with results. Her warbling of Can’t
Get Out of This Mood is satisfactory, but
her acro dancing is well done. Easy to
look at, she fits into the line-up nicely.

Spotted next to closing is the featured
act, Rosita Royce and Doves. Shapely and
working with finesse she does a walk-
around in a flowing white gown. Takes
her spot at the top of three steps, her
doves, white and sleek, flying from the
audience to her arms and head., Moves
around rhythmically with the doves
perched nonchalantly on her body, Doff-
ing her gown, she dances in the blue
light. Some of the flash of her act is lost
when not presented on stage. Sells the
act unusually well under the circum-
stances.

It’s a good show. However, the $3.50
sling for dinner and a burlesque show
is a hurdle. Sam Abbott.

Le Ruban Bleu, New York

Talent policy: Intermittent show from
10:30. Owner-operator, Anthony Mele;
entertainment director, Julius Monk;
manager-host, Carlo; publicity, Dorothy
Ross. Prices: $2.50-$3 minimums.

Le Ruban Bleu’s new bill, debuting
Wednesday night (12), is chockful of en-
tertainment values, and furnishes the
night-spot crowd one of the best reasons
in town for staying up late.

Bernie West, a young comedian who
has been playing here and there, bows in
for his first major booking and proves an
asset, Kid does impressions and satires
which he times well and bats across with
assurance. Material is fresh and loaded
with mirth-provokers. For a clincher,
West turns on a sock one-man newsreel
stint which leaves the customers beating
their palms and asking for more. Further
work before tough audiences should turn
this young fellow into a strongie.

Ilse Bois, Continental impressionist
brought out of retirement by Anthony
Mele, is disappointing. Shows plenty of
savvy and should stack up to a solld
nitery turn, but she uses material which
is either dated or too esoteric for Amer-
lean audiences, Worked to a good recep-
tion which would have been better with
improved material.

The Peters Sisters, colored trio who
scored here last season, are back with
their clicko vocalizing and comedy. Gals
launch the bill and put the customers
in a happy mood. Sparkplug of the out-
fit is the fattest of the three chubbies,
who takes advantage of her size to pour
on a brand of hoydenish kidding that had
'em bellylaughing.

Maxine Sullivan, truly a perennial fa-
varite in this spot, closes the show. Her
now-standard Ok, No, John and Move It

FOLLOW-UP NIGHT
CLUB REVIEW

885 CLUB, CHICAGO.—Nick Lucas pro=
vides pleasant entertainment for diners
at this Rush Street spot, Nick has long
been a favorite of Chi cafe-goers since
the days when he starteq at The Tent
back In the ’20s, and he fits perfectly
into the intimate atmosphere of the 885.
Accompanied by Mark Talent's excellent
combo, Lucas strums his guitar and sings
the newer ballads and a flock of oldies
that revive pleasant memories. He has
lost n#ne of his charm and his mellow,
restful renditions of such numbers as
O, What a Beautiful Morning, My Heart
Tells Me. Old favorites, Tiptoe Thru the
Tulips and My Blue Heaven also win the
audience'’s acclaim. He injects a bit of
pleasant comedy into a modernized ver-
sion of Side By Side. Booked for two
weeks, Lucas is being held over an addi-
tional fortnight. Johnny Honnert fills in
the intermissions at the piano.

the intermissions at the plano. N. G.

MAGIC

(Continued from page 21)

Base Sectlon 3, APO 923, c/o Postmaster,
San Francisco.
v * *

LAYTON AND LOUISE MARDONI are

current in the Mural Room of the
Baker Hotel, Dallas. . . . MARQUIS has
just concluded a three-week stand at
the Wade Theater, Dallas, with the house
reported racking up a handsome business
during his stay there. ... VIRGIL opens
his next tour of the Pacific Northwest
January 27. In the meantime he is shap-
ing up his new presentation and build-
ing new effects at his workshop in
Coburg, Ore. . . . RAJAH RABOID has
opened real estate offices in Miami Beach,
Fla. . . . PRINCE BUDDHA, St. Louis
magish, has just wound up a long run
with a Sollie Childs camp show unit in
Texas. . . . JONTAY doubles as magician-
emsee at the Topper cafe, South Mer-
chantville, N. J. . . . GUY L. GERBER,
after a fling at commercial lines in his
home town, Cincinnati, has resumed
with magic. He opened last week at the
Colonial Garden Club, Louisville, set by
Jack Middleton, Cincy booker, and has
been handed a two-week holdover. . . .
JACK HERBERT opened Saturday (15)
at the Lake Club, Springfield, Ill., for a
week’s stand. . . . DANTE takes his Sim
Sala Bim infto the RKO-Albee Theater,
Cincinnati, for a week's stay opening
Friday (21). ... THE GREAT BALLAN-
TINE (Carl Sharpe) appears at the same
house the following week with Harry
Howard’s Pin-Up Girl Revue. . . . OTIS
MANNING, who recently completed three
weeks at the Netherland Plaza’s Patlo,
Cincinnati, is working his way south-
ward toward Florida. . . . GAYLE PAGE
and company impressed with thelr magic
as added attraction at the Gayety bur-
lesque house, Cincinnatl, last week. They
present one of the fastest box escapes
in the business. . . . LESTER LAKE
(The Great Marvelo) has just closed a
week at the Cat and Fiddle, Cincy, with
his puppets. . . . EUBAR THE MAGICIAN,
located in Alba.ny, N. Y., the past year,
typewrites that he has purchased a house
trafler and several new illusions and is
framing a show for the post-war era.

Over earned demands for four encores,
In a word, she is as big as ever.

Herman Chittison’s trio provides solid
and subtle accompaniment for the play-
ers and mellow ear-stuff for the cus-
tomers. There is no dancing., Julian
Monk emsees in a rather highfalutin’
style but is ckay. Capacity house when
caught. Paul Ross.

Earl Carroll’s
51G With*Venus’
Tops N. Y.-Chi?

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 15.—~What is be-
lieved to be the highest seven-day fake
for a nitery was rung up last week by
Earl Carroll’s Theater-Restaurant when
$51,279.63 was grossed during the first
week of the new revue V for Venus.
Those in the know claim that this record
exceeds any week’s gross known to have
been rolled up by New York and Chicago
clubs. While New Year’s Eve Broadway
biz was on the downgrade, after-dark
trade here hit an all-time high, with
Carroll’s take for the night amounting
fo $15,250. Over $2,000 was grabbed off
from concessions in the first week’s biz.

While no figures were available from
othegr spotfs, the general feeling is that
New Year's biz topped anything previous-
ly grossed in this sector. Liquor was
plentiful in the large spots, but stocks
of the smaller niteries were seriously
depleted. Tarif was up for the night,
but the gilt-edge crowd laid out the
price without complaint.

Survey reveals that most spots were
heavy on the fizz water and light on the
bourbon. However, few squawks were
registered and club owners took the next
day off to count up the take. Midnight
closing law was thought to be a detri-
ment to biz, but this did not keep the
revelers home, No pile-up of ordered
drinks is allowed at closing time and all
drinks have to be off tables at 11:45.

STANDARD ACTS
GIRLS AND LINES

Can place you in Army Camp Shows playing
Louisiana and Mississippi. Write or wire

NAT D. RODGERS

ASTOR HOTEL ALEXANDRIA, LA.

i ih

Now Booking En Route to the Coast

BOBBE CASTON

Starting March 6 from Detroit
Exclusive Management

ROLLO S. VEST ENTERPRISES

1715 St. Antoine St.  Detroit 26, Mich.

ACTS WANTED ——

Can place Standard Acts, Novelties, Singles,
Doubles, Small. Acts, Big Acts.
Theatres, Clubs, Parks, Fairs.

HENRY M. COGERT
Write @ Wire @ Phon

2680 Tremont St Rm, 312-13 lemv 2860

OSTON. Mass.
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STANDARD AND NOVELTY ACTS WANTED

(in fact, any good act desired!!)
for Night Clubs, Conventions, Banquets and
Theaters. Write—Wire—Come Inl

RAY S. KNEELAND

Amusement Booking Service
A.G.V.

A. Franchised
416 Pearl Streot BUFFALO 2, N, ¥.

CAN ALWAYS USE
TALENTED ACTS

suitable fol
Night Clubs, Hotels or Cocktail Lounges.

ERNIE YOUNG AGENCY

155 N. Clark St. CHICAGO 1, ILL.

Announcement! AR'I'HUR BRYSON'S

New Dance Studio and Booking Address:
Suite 608-609, 1674 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y.
Phone COlumbus 5-9694

Now en route, my new all-colored, snappy, fast, entertaining, show-stopping revue.

If'you want talent of any kind
BUY BRYSON'S BETTER BRAND

“BLACKBIRDS OF 1944”

with Austin & Young, featured; Tony &
Dolores, Donny Morrison, Thelma Copley,
Benny Burt,
dancing girls.

Emcee and six dynamic
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(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, Jan. 14)

What started out as a strictly down-
grade show at the opening here Thurs-
day night (13), with the pewholders sit-
ting on their hands, was turned into a
nicely paced bill Friday (14) by the
addition of Willie Bryant as emsee. With
the charging-up Bryant gives the pro-
gram it could have been a solid click
were the array of talent better.

Don Redman ork (14), fresh out of
the Zanzibar, provides a passable collec-
tion of jump tunes, with the total im-
pression nelther here nor there.

Una Mae Carlisle, marquee featured,
brings out a couple of hunks of fairish
pianistics, then sings two tunes she
wrote. Her voice is not up to the task
and she garners a so-so hand.

Heckle and Jive, a .pair of eccentric
tapsters, make a neat turn with their

5th year

Featured
Columbia in 1
Warner Bros.

DECCA RECORDIN

at
CAFE SOCIETY UPTOWN

. Four Pictures for
= F943 and soon to appear

» “Rhapsody in Blue.”

hoofing, gags and the tapping-on-a-chair
specialty of the smaller one and draw
a good hand.

Holmes and Jeanne, combining nifty
footwork, by the man especially, and a
trick routine in which he smokes end-
less cigarettes and drinks water up-
side down, earn a good response and
encored at the show caught, with Bryant
assisting.

Harris and Hunter, once of The Black-
birds show, close with a jumbled routine
of outworn darky gags, kidding, pilano
stuff and hoofing, which win moderate
laughs and applause.

Dick Van, out of the band, does a vo-
cal of no significance, and Dolores

Brown, warbler, sings Shoo-Shoo Baby
and Too Young or 'Too Old to a fair re-
action,

Pic No Time for Love.

Paul Ross.

M-G-M and

in

currently

PARAMOUNT THEATRE, N. Y.
*

G ARTIST

Management

BARNEY JOSEPHSON

publicity:

{VAN BLACK

e

A Comedy

Hollywood Producers Saw

CY LANDRY -
Now You Can See Cy Landry

as the unforgettable
DANCING MISFIT INDIAN

“RIDING HIGH”

Currently Playing Paramount Theatre, N. Y.

Personal Representative: Charles V. Yafes, Frederick Bros.

Highlight

_—

Oriental, Chicago
{ Reviewed Friday Afternoon, January 14)

It’s a girl show all the way at the
Oriental this week and theyre dishing
out acceptable entertainment. D'Artega,
composer of Blues in the Night, presents
a 20-piece all-girl orchestra in which
there’s plenty of glamour and musical
talent; Kitty and Fanny Watson put on
their always surefire rowdy hoke session,
and Grace McDonald, of the movies, does
better than the average Hollywood im-
portation with songs, dance and chatter.

Ork has five saxes, four trumpets, three
violins, two' trombones, piano, drums, ac-
cordion, bass, harp and cello and de-~
livers solid sendin’ music in a style that
sets palms pounding. D'Artega, only male
in the outfit, is an athletic director who
peps up the proceedings with his con-
stant calisthenics. Numbers played are
well suited to the band. In the Blue of
Evening and RhapSody in Blue were
beautifully done, and the famous band
personalities portrayed in music by mem-
bers of the ork were well done and
elicited generous applause, Betty Lang,
cute blond vocalist with the ork, has
an excellent volce, and her numbers,
among which were Shoo-Shoo Baby and
They’re Either Too Young or Too Old,
done with the Symphonettes, were put
across nicely. The symphonic arrange-
ment of Dark Eyes was exceptionally
good. Lois Marie, ork’s accordionist, did
okay with Begin the Beguine. Betty Lou,
at the piano, and Florence, at the drums,
swung out for plenty of applause.

Fanny and Kitty Watson, still going
strong after 25 years in vaude, have
brought their clever hoke right up to
date .and are good for lots of laughs.
Their comedy chatter and antics go big
as ever, They have a particularly funny
number in They’re Making Me Over for
the Army.

Grace McDonald, of the movies, makes
a rather uninteresting start with some
inane chatter with D'Artega, but she has
a nice singing voice and put over What
Do You Do in the Infantry? and a couple

January 22, 1944

Chicago, Chicago
(Reviewed Friday Afternoon, January 14)

Mitch Ayers and orchestra and the
Andrews Sisters divide honors on this
week’s bill in a feast of jivin’ and sing-
ing that’s first-rate entertainment ahd
should give the house a big week. An-
drews Sisters are tremendous faves here,
and Ayers’s ork, while brassy, is excel-
lent. It offers a smooth swing type of
music that goes over nicely. One of its
clever numpbers is its take-off of the
“make-believe ballroom” of radio, in
which Impressions of Harry James, the
Dorseys, Glenn Miller and other name
bands are splendidly done. Johnny Bond,
trumpeter, does a hilarious comedy num-
ber, I'll Never Do It Again, and Ruth
McCullough, ork thrush, is very good in
No Love, No Nuthin’ and They're Either
Too Young or Too Old.

Eleanor Teeman, tapster, has plenty
on the ball, her routines dlisplaying
plenty of talent. Does some marvelous
twirls. Gene Baylos, playing his second
theater engagement, is still somewhat
handicapped by his material and cafe
style but does very well and gets a good
hand.

The Andrews Sisters are the hit of
the show, putting their numbers over
in great style and getting hand after
hand, Starting off with Boogie Woogie
Bugle Boy, they went on to a cleverly
done version of Pistol Packin’ Mama,
Shoo-Shoo Baby and When Shadows
Fall, and to insistent demands for more
they sang a medley of their recordings
that sent them off to a tremendous hand.

Picture is Paramount’s Hostages.
N

of other songs very well and finished
with a bit of clever taps and twirls that
sent her off to a big hand.

On the whole, the show packs plenty
of entertainment. Attendance good open-
ing day. Picture is Olsen and Johnson's
Crazy House, Nat Green.

More Liquor, So

Mich.Clubs Back
On Talent Lists

DETROIT, Jan. '15.—Swing toward in-
creased use of talent in one or two major
spots in up-State cities was indicated by
renewal of floor show policies by at least
three spots just returned to the Amuse-
ment Booking Service active lists.

Moose temples at Saginaw and Grand
Rapids, which dropped shows some
months ago when the liquor shortage
reached alarming proportions in the State,
are resuming, using four-act shows. At
Grand Rapids the shows run Wednesday
thru Saturday, and at Saginaw, Friday
thru Sunday. Both spots are being op-
erated as private clubs. Easing of the
liquor situation thru better control of
stocks available to bars and clubs in
Michigan is one factor in the decision
to return to a normal operating policy.

Also at Grand Rapids, the 21 Club,
which was seriously damaged in a fire a
month ago, has reopened after reconstruc-
tion, with Joe Morrison, Hollywood star,
booked in as headliner for two weeks.

C-Note Buys A. C. Globe

ATLANTIC CITY, Jan. 15.—Globe The-
ater, Boardwalk playhouse operated for
many summers by Izzy Hirst for bur-
lesque stock, was sold at public sale by
the sheriff last week. Hirst had the
hause until last summer.

Property was ¢bought for the usual
$100 bid by Girard Trust Company, Phil-
adelphia, as trustee for sundry sources
nolding a first mortgage foreclosure de-
cree of $177,167. Former owner of the
house was Mrs. Grace Seltzer, Philadel-
phia, executrix of the estate of her hus-
band.

Bloom Buys Balto Patio

BALTIMORE, Jan. 15. — Joseph G.
Bloom has ccntracted to purchase the
El Patio night club and Hotel Abbey,
which houses the spot, from Henry L.
Bernstein.

Nitery, since its opening several years
ago, has featured Latin American re-
vues, specialties and entertainers.

Bernstein is slated to don khakl,

Costly Visit

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan. 15.—Neil
Messick, manager of Hotel Nicol-
let, visited Byron Calhoun’s
Radisson Hotel several blocks
down the street just before
Christmas—and somebody has a
red face.

In last Sunday’s Tribune was
this ad:

“Lost—At Radisson Hotel De-
cember 17, gold chain clasp con-
taining three sapphires. Finder
call Neil Messick, Nicollet Hotel.”

Minneapolis
Problems:
Dames

MINNEAPOLIS, Jan. 15.—Loop bars
and night spots find their clientele be-
coming more and more feminine, pro-
portionately, with business on a steady
uphill grade until recently. On the
whole, drinkers are well-behaved, satd
one spokesman, with the gals acting
like ladies almost always.

Almost continuous problem to opera-
tors, however, are the dames who want
to be served at the bar, and solo drink=
ers. Signs are posted Indicating service
of women at the bar is in violation of a
city ordinance. Some spots ask a woman

coming to the bar alone to be served to
take a table. If she has an escort, she
is served at the bar without any ques=
tions asked.

Altho December biz was off because
of income taxes, Christmas and seasonal
slumps, it was all made up on New
Year’s Eve, the city's biggest.

PRINCESS
and BABY

“A NEW BOX-OFFICE
SENSATION"

wirite DOC. M. IRVING
4313 “Robsiveit Blvd.  Phlia
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IN SHORT

New York:

JOE HOWARD playing Academy this
week, along with the Three Mandells,
Ross and La Pierre, Cy Reeves and the
Four Franks. . . . LIONEL HAMPTON
heads the next bill at the Capitol, with
Buck and Bubbles, Mills Brothers and
Pops and Louie in support. . . . LUCKY
MILLINDER'S ork started a tour of one-
nighters January 14. . . . DEEK WAT-
SON, of the Ink Spots, classified 4-F.

. . ERSKINE HAWKINS into the Savoy
Ballroom January 16 for 10 weeks. . . .
LULU BATES to guest-star on the Good-
year show, Hook ’'n’ Ladder Follies, over
NBC January 29. ... JACKIE GLEASON
set to make his Eastern radio debut Jan-
uary 21, as emsee on a WOR sustainer,
with Mary Small. ... BERNARD BURKE,
agent, starts for Florida January 27.. ..
HARRY ROMM set to go Florida-wards,
too. . . . GIL LAMB goes into the next
show at the Paramount. . . . WALTER
“DARE"” WAHL will be in the Paramount
show that opens early in February. .. .
SMITH AND DALE set for the Academy
January 24, along with the Berry Sis-
ters. . . . DIXIE DUNBAR starts a tour
of RKO houses in Boston; Columbus, O.,
and Cincy February 3. . . . MARTHA
RAYE opens at the Roxy February 2 for
four weeks, then goes to Washington.
. . . JANE FROHMAN, recovering from
still another operation, opens at the
Capitol in mid-February. . . . MARION
HUTTON opens at the State February 3.

[ ] [ ] ®

Chicago:

RUDY HORN, dancer, returned for sec-
on engagement within a month at Tic
Toc, Milwaukee, at $100 increase. . .
GAC Chicago, gave testimonial dinner
for Berly Adams, former employee who
left for New York. . . ROSEMARY
WAYNE, secretary to Bert Gervis, recent-
ly sold some parodies to Buddy Lester
and Johnny Howard.

[ ] [ ] [ ]

Philadelphia:

FRANK MURTHA shutters his New
Jersey booking office to resume his career
as a singer here. . . . MOLLY PICON at
the Swan Club. ... AL STEVENS moves
into the Club Bali from the next-door
Little Rathskeller, both under Kaliner
management, with the latter spot bring-
ing in Al Schenk. . .. TED BLAKE set
to open this week at Sack's Show-Bar,
Detroit. BETTY HUNTINGTON
leaves the local nitery scene for a Can-
adian theater tour.... CLARK BROTH-
ERS go into New York's Roxy Theater
with Count Basie’s Band. . . . HAROLD
AND BOWSER and Pixie and Piper added
starters at the College Inn,

L [ ] [ ]
Miami:

RADIO RAMBLERS and Joan Grey at
the Clover Club. . . . BETTY AND HER
DOGS, also Suzanne and Christine, added
to Ball. . . . CLAUDIA JORDAN now
singing at Mother Kelly's. . . . JOE E.
ROSS is the new emsee at Charlie’s Inn,
with June Burnett, singer, added. . . .
MARTY BOHN headlines new bill at the
Riptide, and his wife, Lee Bohn, is doing
a singing and dancing turn. . . . PATTI
RYAN and Cesar and Rosita bowed in at

Roberts, Boila Shape
“Gay ’90s”’ for Houses

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—Production has
been started by Sam Roberts and Nick
Boila on their Gay ’90s Revue, which will
open latter part of FPebruary at Rockford,
m

The attraction, their fourth consecu-
tive one, will be headlined by York and
King, Rigoletto Brothers and Aimee Sis-
ters.'In addition to new scenery, songs
and production numbers, the unit will
also have a line of 10.

Show has already been booked for the
Keith Theater, Indianapolis, and for five
weeks on the Butterfield Circuit.

WM Sets Thrush Gibbs for
Vaude, Worcester, Then N. Y.

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Georgia Gibbs,
featured warbler on the Moore-Durante
radio show aired over CBS, has been seb
for her first vaude tour by the Willlam
Morris office.

Singer breaks in in her home town,
‘Worcester, Mass.,, January 24, and Feb-
ruary 3 opens a four~week stay at the
N. Y. Strand.

the Five o'Clock. . . . SALLY RAND a

drawing card at new Hurricane.
* * L]

Here and There:

DON DORSEY, trapeze performer for-
merly billed as Tommy Walsh, is playing
the Comerford Time in Pennsylvania.
Will Morris, tramp cyclist, is on the
same unit. . PLUNKETT FAMILY,
of circus fame, into the Kopy Kat, San
Antonio, for a run, . MARJORIE
GARRETSON set thru February 24 ab
Hotet Radisson, Minneapolis. . . .
GLORIA GAY, who recently concluded
12 weeks at Kay Grille, Syracuse, has re-
turned there for an indefinite stand.
. . . THE RECENT $20,000 fire at the
Turf Bar Club, San Antonlo, failed to
halt the spot's operation.

ART BONGER AND ANDRILLITA have
signed with USO-Camp Shows for an
overseas tour. They have been working
out of the Bert Levey Agency on the
Coast, . . . COLLETTE AND BARRY
took thelr First Little Show into the
Philadelphia Hotel, Philadelphia, Satur-
day (15), after an cxtended stay at the
Hollenden Hotel, Cleveland. Besides the
principals, group includes Dorothy Jack-
son, singer, and six fem dancers.

. . . GAYNOR AND ROSS, ENGLISH
roller skating team, are current at the
Bowery, Detroit.

Chi Colony Likker
On Block for Taxes

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.— Carter H. Har-
rison, collector of internal revenue, has
ordered the sale of all the liquid assets,
plus tables, chalrs and other furnishings of
the padlocked Colony Club, to be sold at
auction next Wednesday (19) to satisfy
a $5,000 internal revenue bureau tax bill,

Club was padlocked New Year's Eve by
revenue agents, and liquor in the place
was seized until such time as delinquent
cabaret and Soclal Security taxes should
be pald. After owners of the club failed
to pay, Harrison ordered sale of the prop-
erty. It will be sold as a single lot to the
highest bidder. The club’s liquor stock
includes 15 cases of champagne and
sparkling burgundy, 30 cases of wine, 16
cases of assorted whiskles, rum and gin,
81 cases of beer, 67 cases of soft drinks
and in addition 70 bottles of champagne,
370 bottles of wine and 386 bhottles of
whiskies, rums and brandies.

Scibilia Takes Woonsocket
House as 3-Day Vaudefilmer

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Anton Scibilia,
well-known unit producer, has taken
over management of the 1,400-seat New
Park Theater, Woonsocket, R. I. Owner
of the house, which is ahout a year old,
is Arthur I. Darman, wool manufacturer.

Scibilla will operate on a combination
vaudefilm policy (three days a week)
plus whatever legit attractions come
along. Legiters will be booked thru the
United Booking Office.

Hoffman Replaces Glaser

CHICAGO, Jan. 15.—Marcus Glaser, of
the Charlie Hogan office, will leave that
org January 28 to join the armed forces.
Will be succeeded by Dick Hoffman, Chi
booker formerly connected with Billy
Diamond, and until his appointment by
Hogan had conducted his own office.

Sunnyside Week-End Vaude

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Sunnyside The-
ater, Long Island, has commenced op-
erating on a week-end vaude policy.
House belongs to the Century Circuit.
Acts are being booked thru the Arthur
Fisher office.

LATINS IN MANHATTAN
(Continued from page 22)

the Havana-Madrlid on January 20.

And: Another new Latin name around
town is Nestor Chaires, Mexican dra-
matic tenor who debuted in the States
Just before Christmas at the Havana-
Madrid. He has already been aired, and
more broadcast possibilities are looming
for him.

Abundant Debuts
Dorita and Valero: A pair of Latin
terpers had their American premiere
January 5 at El Chico and are staying
on. Assoon as his papers can be cleared,

It’s Nice Work . . .

OMAHA, Jan. 15.—Jack Pep-
per, billed as “Bob Hope’s Over-
seas Buddy,” is emsee on the show
at the Orpheum. Pepper is re-
portedly getting $750 for vaude
dates on the strength of pub-
licity arising from the overseas
stint with Hope.

Fernando Vilches, Mex flamenco saxo=-
phonist, will bow in at this spot.

Also: Marta Dominguez, warbled from
down Monterrey-way, came into town
January 4 for an opening at La Conga
on the same bill with Carmen Amaya.
This was her American debut.

And: Mark Bucci, 19-year-old planist
who recently came North, is being booked
for dates by Music Corporation of Amer-
ica.

Meanwhile: Concurrently with the ap-
pearance of this cluster of Si, Si, Senor
talent, John Roy has taken on the job
of unofficlal godfather and smoother-
outer of troubles in the Latin field. Roy
was formerly manager of the Rainbow
Room. Since this spot closed he has
been a functionary in Nelson Rocke-
feller’'s Co-Ordinator of Inter-American
Affairs office.

Roy's Spade Work

Last month: CIAA assigned Roy to un-
earth more Latins to show Americans
and to try to eradicate some of the head-
aches attending the business of present-
ing Latins here which have been irritat-
ing both the performers and those who
handle them. The CIAA believes that if
Roy succeeds on both scores it will help
to engender Dbetter inter-American
feelings.

Roy has already set In motion a
searching process among various Ameri-
can representatives now in Latin Amer-
ica. These will keep him informed of
whatever good talent they run across,
and then Roy will make an effort to see
for himecelf, or to arrange for showmen
to do the gandering. First fruits of
his activities are Marta Dominguez and
Mark Bucei.

The CIAA man does not and will not
do booking, managing or agenting work
himself, since he is a government of-
ficial. Instead, he “acts as a kind of
information clearing house on L. A. tal-
ent and a soother of ruffled feathers.

“Count Us In”

Roy has already opened negotiations
with Jesse Kaye, of Loew’s, who has
promised to co-operate; Stanley Melba,
of the Pierre, who is interested; John F.
Wharton, theatrical attorney, and Oscar
Hammerstein II, both of whom also are
interested in Roy’s project; Jack Harris,
of La Conga, who has already taken
Marta Dominguez at Roy’s suggestion,
and is receptive to additional talent, and
Henri Gine, of MCA, and Harry Kilby,
of General Amusement Corporation,
both of whom Roy describes as willing
to try to improve working conditions
for Latin performers. ’

Not only will Roy try to bring attrac-
tions North, but he will also act in the
same way to send them South. He is
now trying to line up Walter Johns,
singer at the Fifth Avenue Hotel for
Mexican films, and intends to work on a
request received from the Club Urca, in
Rio, for American acts.

CSI ACTOR’S DIARY

(Continued from page 22)
Joane and Robert Rexer. Where's your
partner?”
“My brother is an air corp cadet—
what's keeping you out?”
“Cancer,” I saild, and we boarded the
train.

That Million-Dollar *‘Baby”

Let me tell you about the Seventh
Service Command. We debarked at
Sikeston, Mo., and were accosted by visi-
ble evidence that this is a mechanized
war. Waiting at the station was a
hermaphrodite vehicle which we promptly
named “Baby.” From the driver’s seat
slid a huge, bald over-age male.

“Are you acting people?” he asked.
We confessed to our profession.

“I'm Charlie. I'm going to drive you
for the next six weeks—in this,” and he
pointed to “Baby.”

“Baby,” our box-car-length bus, was an
olive drab nightmare. The front end
was Buick, the back end was Chevrolet
and the milddle section was made of
soybean plastic. Was that bus long?
Wow!

“Pile in—we're going to the hotel.”

“Lucky” Marshall got the back seat. It
was lovely—on a clear day you could
see the driver. When we drove thru town
people stopped to stare. We stopped at
the hotel. Later that afternoon I was
talking with the driver, “Everyone looks
at the bus—don’t they?”

“Why yes,” I agreed, “And there are
three things that have got to be changed
before this bus leaves Sikeston.”

“What things?"

“Well, in the first place, you've got to
put a hinge in the middle so the bus
can turn corners; secondly, I want a
telephone so I can talk with the front
seat, and third, you’'ve got to enlarge the
back window so I can take bows.”

“Oh, the army couldn’t do that.”

Charlie, I decided, was not exactly a
hep gee. i

(To be Continued)

AGVA EXECS

(Continued from page 22)

ing a showdown. Variety Bookers’ Asso-
ciation, the new org, will send a com-
mittee to meet with Richard Mayo, ,
AGVA local exec sec, and a committee
of the AGVA board to work out a co-
operative deal and a plan for mutual
understanding.

For the meeting, to be held next Fri-
day (21), Mayo has also invited the
Entertainment Managers’ Association, the
older agents’ org here, to also send up
a group. Not known what rules and
regulations the new VBA seeks to work
out with the actors’ union, but Mayo
has declared that no agreement will be
made with one agents’ group without
being made availlable to the other group.
For that reason Mayo has invited EMA
to sit in on his meeting with VRA.

While most VBA members still hold
membership in EMA, it is no trade secret
that the new org plans to be the prime
force in the local booking field. VBA
membership is made up primarily of
nitery and cocktall unit bookers, long
complaining that EMA catered to the
club and party bookers who are no
longer an important force in the book-
ing industry. As a result, a dozen or
more bookers set up the VBA along the
lines of a business trade assoclation,
figuring on working as a co-operative
unit, retaining David Kaliner to serve
as counsel.

EMA, in recent years, has built up
a fat treasury on fines collected from
the nitery agents, who complained that
the EMA rules and regulations were
detrimental to their well-being as nitery
bookers and served the interests only
of the club bookers, who are large
in number, altho small in booking
bjllings,

McNALLY'S BULLETIN No.
PRICE ONE DOLLAR

For Vauderills, Musical Comedy, Burlesque,
Minstrel, Night Club Revues, Radio and
Dance Band, Entertainers. Contains:
16 Monologues, 8 Acts for Two Males, T
Acts for Male and Female, 38 Parodies,
Ventriloquist Act, Female Act, Trio, Quar:
tet and Dance Spec\l.lt! Tab and Burlesque
10 Minstrel First-Parts, Overtures and Fi-
nale, 41 Monobits, Blackouts, Review
Scenu, Dance Band Stunts. Hundreds_ of
kes and Gags. Remember MONALLY'S
BULLETIN No. 16 is only one dollar; or
will send you Bulletins Nos. 10, 11, 12 and
16 for $4.00, with money-back Guarantee.

WM. McNALLY

81 East 125th Street, New York
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Unusual Private Sale!!!

Rhinestone Panties _and Evening Dresses
belonging to famous Broadway Musical Com-
edy Star are oftered for sale-in New York City, X
Gorgeous French, Spangle, Feathers, Jet
{ghmestone Net Dancing Dresses and Evening
resses, b
Short_White Fox Fur Cape, White Feather 4%
and Blue Maribou Jackets, Jet Cocktail

Jacket and other new and eslightly used 2(
feminine finery. Sizes 12 to 16. y
Take advautage of this unusual offer . . . ¢

First come first served

BOX 555, Care The Billboard !
1564 Broadway, New York 19, N.Y.o%

STROBLITE

LUMINOUS COLORS QLOW IN THE DARK
Spectacular Effects with U. V. Blackiight.

STROBLITE €0.  °™ %;L,%5oWi 52 S+

NEW YORK

w I G s BEARI[’;)

FREE CATALOG

Fo Wo‘ NACK 209 N. State 8t.

CHIOAGO, ILL.
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BUT SUBTLE!'!!
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BOB SANDO

SWi NETET
LORD LANSDOWNE LOUNGE

Dayton, Ohle
Mgt. FREDERICK BROS. MUSIC CORP.

4
g

THE ONE MAN SHOW

"CHUCK" WRIGHT

Singing and Playing Specially Arranged
Popular, Comedy, Sophisticated and
Classical Songs.
Currently ESQUIRE CLUB, Joliet, NI,
Direction PHIL SHELLEY
64 E. Lake Street
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the Duke of Song
and His Piano/j

40 Weeks
Zanzibar Room, Florentine Gardens
Hollywood, Callf,

FREDERICK BROS.

MGTs

New York ® Chicago * Hollywood
Per. Mor. Ray Gorreli

Levvr%ﬂarcusw

The Show
World’s
Favorite
Pianist”
°

FEATURED
AT
Collins &
Glavin’s

CLOVER
BAR

Chicago

RED AND CLAIRE CLARK

THE MR. AND MRS. OF SONG REQUESTS
“YOU NAME IT AND WELL PLAY IT”

HOLDOVER AFTER HOLDOVER
at the GOLD FRONT CAFE, Cheboygan, Mich.
Mgt. Frederick Bros. Music Corp.

COCKTAIL

Communications to 1564 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y,

COMBOS

L—ounges as Lil Brother to

Main Show Latest Trend in
Operation—-It’s $ Catch-All

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Bookers with
an eye for-a trend are talking about the
growing inclination among operators of
night clubs and hotels to open cocktail
lounge adjuncts to their regular and
more expensive dine-dance-show layouts.

Recent straws to indicate which way
the wind is blowing are these: The cock-
tallery running as a- little brother to the
Copacabana; the use of the former Monte
Carlo Beach as a sideline for the recently
reopened Monte Carlo nitery; the small
room set aside as a lounge at the Blue
Angel; a similar operation at the Latin
Quarter in Boston, and the opening of a
cocktail room at the Club Jalna, Wash-
ington, two weeks ago,

Like many other ideas in night-spob
operations, using an adjunct annex is
not new. Ben Marden’s Riviera had one
when this place was in operation, and so
did the Top Hat in Union City, N. J,,
and various hotels here (Waldorf, New
Yorker, Park Central, Biltmore, to name
a few) have had them for some time.

However, the Copacabana, Monte Carlo,
Blue Angel, Latin Quarter and Club
Jalna developiments are a set of symptoms
regarded as foreshadowing a strong trend
in this direction,

Cheaper Talent

There are several distinct and consid-
erable advantages to setting up a mar-
ginal operation of this type, bookers
point out. One is that the location-
owner can buy less expensive talent for
such places because the requirements are
such that a full-built, name-heavy
amusement roster is not necessary. This
also has the advantage of allowing the
owner to get his talent with less of a
struggle because cocktail acts are more
available than bigger club performers.

Another plus angle is that the cock-

Philly Clock Grille Fire
Takes 10G Liquor Toll

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.—A general-
alarm fire Friday night (7) destroyed the
Clock Grille, musical bar in the 69th
Street sector. Blaze started after mid-
night in a motor in the cellar of the
cocktail lounge. Harry McKay Trio,
playing on a balcony overlooking the

- main floor, was notified of the emergency

by Joseph Egan, manager of the spot,
and the unit continued to grind as some
250 patrons fled to the street. No one
was hurt, but what hurt most, in addi-
tion to the physical damage, was the loss

: of a $10,000 liquor stock. Bursting bot-

tles of rare whiskys fed the flames and
there Is no replacing the stock.

Some damage by water was caused to
the 69th Street Rathskeller, near-by
nitery, which itself was damaged in a
recent fire,

Buy Newark Dubonnet

NEWARK, Jan. 15.—The Dubonnet, lo-
cal cocktallery, has been sold by Ira
Berncoff and Raymond Gallagher to Wil-
liam J. Babner for an undisclosed figure.
Babner,K has operated night clubs and
restaurants in several parts of the coun-
try, but chiefly in Westchester County,
N. Y. and Brooklyn. Wilbert (Ket)
Kustner Is general manager under the
new ownership. Spot will operate with-
out a floorshow.

Margie’s Stables to Rosetta

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 15.—Margie's
Stables, one of the town's pioneering
musical bars, passed into new hands.
New owner is Doc Rosetta, new to cock-
tail set, and same policy will be main-
talned. New owner brings in Al Small
and His Four, booked by Mickey Familant
of local Jolly Joyce Agency.

GOIN’ SOUTH

Dixieland Number in Swing Tempo
PROFESSIONAL COPIES AVAILABLE

CHARLIE SHAW
221 Radio Center Blda. Hoilywood 28, Cal.

tail annex provides a place for people
to meet or to wait before adjourning
to the big room for a full meal or a
night’s amusement. This situation per-
mits them to come earlier, stay longer
and spend more.

A third strong point is that the cock-
tailery Is a stop-off place on both the
way in and the way out. Offering a dif-
ferent kind of entertainment than the
big room, it is a natural for those who
aren’'t ready to take on the works, and
for those who want a change after cas-
ing the main bout.

In other words, it functions something
like the side show at the circus, and
spells dollars in quite the same way.

Off the Cuff

EAST:

BOBBY SAND’'S quintet extended to
June 15 at the Horseshoe, Sunnyside,
L. I... . CLARICE RALSTON into Hotel
Emerson, Baltimore. . . ROSAMON
CASHIER opens at the Park-Lane, Buf-
falo, January 30, . . , LAURA WILSON at
the Musical Bar, Philly. . . NORMA
SHEPARD Into the Dubonnet, Newark.

. DON CABALLERO has opened at
Pat and Don’s, Newark, for two weeks.

. TUCKER SISTERS into Doc's, Balti-
more, January 17. . . . RITA ROY set for
Tomuny Jay's place, Utlca, N. Y. . . .
MAC TAYLOR opens at Martin's, NYC,
January 24 , . . HUMBER AND BARRIE
into the Barn, Kingston. .. . HAMPTON
AND WILKINSON have opened at the
Town House, Albany, .. . CHIC (FOR-
REST) WADE at the Hour Glass, Newark,
for four weeks. . .
Rogers’ Corner, New York. . . . JERRY
SALISBURY and the Royalaires set for
the Silvertone Ballroom by Jean Rose,
of Mike Special’s office. . . BERNIHE
GEORGE opens at the Beachcomber,
Providence. . . . ART BARKER quartet,
set for the Colonial Inn, Paterson, N. J.,
being turned into a theater act by MCA.

. HAUKANE AND LONYA, dancers and
puppet manipulators, have signed a Wil-
liam Morris contract. . . . MORGAN SIS-
TERS have opened at the Tropic Isle,
new Brooklyn nitery. . . . PALM BEACH
TROUBADOURS at the Club Jalna,
Washington. . . THREE JAYS at 44
Club, Newark. . . . MILT PAGE TRIO
booked by MCA into Copacabana bar. . ..
SHIRLEY SHAININ now associate booker
at Anthony Phillips office. , . . MARY
McCALL back at the 51 Club.

» »

*
MIDWEST:

DUKE SCHILLER 2t Clover Club, Salt
Lake City. . . . BILTMORE BOYS drew
a holdover at Hoffman Hotel, South
Bend, Ind, . . . EASTABROOK and FAR-
RAR inked in at Preview, Chicago, for
three months. . . . GEORGE YOUMAN
(Youman Brothers) has been assigned
overseas with USO. . . . ESTRELITOS at
New Wigwam, St. Paul. , . . RABY CUM-
MINGS has replaced Rockaway Boys, who
moved from Riviera to Frenchy's, Chi-
cago. . STAN JACOBSON opens at
Balinese Room, Galveston, Tex. . .
NORD RICHARDSON and organ replaced
Bob Morgan Trlo at Germania of Free-
port, IlI. . . . BETTY McGUIRE and her
ork at the Happy Hour, Minneapolis, . . .

Sweetheart of

Piano and Song

AUDREY THOMAS

THE CLIQUE. Detroit

. THREE NOTES into |
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stands for “special” personal
representation.
Write ‘Mike Special
SPECIAL ATTRACTIONS, ...

48 West 48th Street, New York 19, N
‘““Comedy Bombshelt of Song”

. MARIA LOPEZ

HELEN CURTIS CLUB,

Charleston, 8. C.

S/

A Must on Your List

PAT TRAVERS

and
THE MEN ABOUT TOWN

In Demand Everywhere

I The OWEN SISTERS

The Nation’s Most Popular @lrl Trie
THE COVE, Phila.,, Pa.

JAY MARSHALL @

MASTER OF CEREMONIES
Uso Tour

ARTIE RUSSEL

and His Orchestra

- Dance Music--Show Music--Entertainment

AQUARIUM RESTAURANT

New York Clty

DON SEAT

Quintette
4 Boys and a Girl
Tops In Muslc and Song

Manhattan Circle, Easton, Pa.

King of the Organ

Bill Thompson Trio

and
Carol Horton
Hill Crest Hotel,

Toledo, Ohlo

The Original One Man Band
VINCE ““Blue’’ MONDI

The World's Smallest Orchestra
Graymore Hotel, Portland, Maine

@® PIANO AND SONG

DOT & DASH

Two Tons of Dynamite
Columbla Hotel. Portiand, Maine

S

SIX YOUTHFUL DYNAMOS

Jerry Montana
and his

Versatile Orchestra

Graymore Hotel, Portland, Malne

S/

@The ROYAL-AIRES

Instrumental-Vocal-Entertaining Trio

Silvertone, Newark, N. J.

VELVET TONED

MARION MAYE l

N. Y.’s Newest Singing Sensatlon!

Hill Crest Hotel, Toledo, O

THE LITTLE FOUR
Sepia Vocal Quartet
Popular—O0Ild Timers—Spiritual — Novelty —
Comedy Songs,
Held Indefinitely
JAI LAl CLUB, COLUMBUS, OHIO

3 Blondes 3
3 Voices BALE
3 tnstrumentalists SISTERS

Don: Lannings, Miami Beach, Fla.

6 SID PRUSSIN

NOW IN HIS 1st YEAR WITH
UNCLE SAM

Tall——Tuneful—Terriflo
MOLLY CRAFT
Versatile Singing Pianist
TAHITI ROOM, Phila,, Pa,

S/
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ROYAL JESTERS (duo) now at Park
Plaza, St. Louis. , . . MADONNA MARTIN
is playing the piano at the Hollywood,
Chicago. . . . SLIM, STEM, STUMP, and
SINCLAIR MILLS are traveling thru
Eastern territory. . . . ART VAN DAMME
signed a three months’ contract for
Music Box, Minneapolis. . GEORGE
BARNES, in the army, is doing some ar-
rangements for Billle Rogers, “The Girl
With the Horn,” and her sextet, now at
Preview, Chicago.

JOY CONLEY, Georgia Lockett, Sid
Starr and Snow White at the Skyline,
St. Louis. . ., . MAXINE AND HER BAND
at the Hotel Coronado, St. Louis. , . .
BERNICE PARKS playing at the Chase

Club, St. Louis. . . . FOUR KINGS AND
A QUEEN at the Musical Bar, Cleveland.

WEST COAST:

SHADRACK BOYS booked into Zanzi-
bar Room of Florentine Gardens. . .
POUR SPACES head for San Francisco
bay area for engagement at 21 Club,
DON ROLAND and ork open at Cafe So-
ciety, formerly Gene Austin’s Blue
Heaven. , . , DICK ROCK has been signed
for eight more weeks at Army-Navy Club,
Long Beach. This marks his eighth
month there, . ., . VICTOR VINCENT'S
ork bows out of the Clover Club and
opens engagement at Riviera.

ERVICE
FEATURE

cl—cocktail lounge; h—hotel;

EAACTS UNITS ATTRACTIONS
ROUTES

Explanaion of Symbols: a~—auditorium; b—ballroom; c—cafe; cb-—cabaret; ec~~country club;
nc—night club;

p—amusement park; ro—roadhouse; re—res-

taurant; t—theater; NYC—New York City; Phila—Philadelphia; Chi—Chicago.

(Routes are for current week when no dstes
are given)

A
Aazr;;)nts & Broderick (Circle) Indianapolis 21-

Abbott Pat (Glass Hat) NYC, nc.
Albms The (Lookout House) Covlngton Ky:,

Allen, Johnny (Swing Club) NYC, nc.

Allyson, June (Capitol) NYC, t.

Amaya, Carmen (La Conga) NYC, nc.

Ames & Arno (Paramount) Toledo, O., t.

VArﬁjrel, Ro;-l (Punch & Judy) Grosse Pointe,
ch., cl.

Andrews Sisters (Chicago) Chi, t

Ard, Dottle (Clover Bar) Chi, n

Art, Duke, Jr. (Kentucky) Loulsvllle, h,
Auld, George (Earle) Phila,

Balley, Bill (Earle) Phila, t.

Bancroit, Penny (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

Banks, Warren (Rockhead’s Paradise) Mont-
real, until Feb. 11, nec.

Barbosas, The (Pan American) Chi, c.

Barrett, Helen (Paramount) Toledo, O., t.

Barrys, The (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.

Barton & Brady (Colosimo’s) Chi, re.

Baylos, Gene (Chicago) Chi, t.

Belmont Bros. (Trocadero) Henderson, Ky.,
17-20, ne; (Glenn Rendezvous) Newport 21-
Feb, 3, nc.

Belmore, Barbara (Latin Quarter) Boston, un-
til Feb. 5, nc.

Biltmore Boys (Hoffman) South Bend, Ind., h.

Blakstone, Nan (Olmsted) Washington, nec.

Bl;nclﬁe & Elliott (Henry Grady) Atlanta 17-
7

Blan'che, Jeanne (Stanley) Pittsburgh. t.
Blanche & Gomez (Persian Room) NYC, h.

X aneie Bowp X

AMERIGA'S PINEST Girt Instrumential-Veeal Aet.
Pers. Rep, Allen Rupert, 461 Audubon Ave., N.Y.O.
Current Booking Aquarium, New York City.

Bois. Ilse (Ruban Bleu) NYC. nc.

Bowers, Cookie (Capitol) Washington, t.
Boyer, Anita (Paramount) Toledo, O., t.
Brazil, Chiquita (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC nc.
Brrggs, Bunny (Strand) NYC, t.

Britt, Elton (Riverside) Milwaukee, t.

Brown Evans (Clendening's) Upper Darby,

cl.
Brown Ralph (Albee) Cincinnatl, t.

Brown, Walter & Jean (Terrace "Room) New-
ark, N. J,, nc.

A Solid Sender—A Solid Seller

FREDDIE REED

A Sensahon at the

Pia
And His Sophxstlcated
Songs.

Return Engagement

LAWRENCE BOWL

Chicago

Mgt.
Musiec Corp. of Amer.

THE

DON
JACKS

Easras

A stage show & dance
orchestra all in one.

3rd Repeat Engagement
CROWN LOUNGE, Chicago.
Mgt General Amuse Corp. N

Brownlee’s chkvllle Three (Village Barn)
NYC, 18-Feb. 1, nc.

Buckley, Dick (Glass Hat) NYC,

Burnette, Smiley (Capltol) Waslnngton 20-

28, t.
Burton's Birds (Mayfair) Boston 17-25, nc.
C

Campbell Sisters (Andy’s) Minneapolis, nc.
Cappy Barra Boys (Latin Quarter) Chi, nc.
Cardo, Mel (Helsing’s) Chi, re.
Carlisle, Charlie (Bowery) Detroit, mec.
Carlisle, ,Una Mae (State) NYC,
Carr, Billy (Vine Gardens) Chi, nc.
Carr Bros. (Earle) Washington, t.
Cassano, Cassi (Hickory House) NYC,
Caston, Bobbe (Three Sixes) Detrolt
Feb. 14, nc.
Castro, Isabellta (Clover) Los Angeles, nc.
Champeon, Barbara (U. S. Naval Station)
Norman, Okla., 23-25.
Clark, Coleman, & Co. (Golden QCate) San
Francisco 17-19, t; (T. & D.) Oakland 20-

26, t.
Claudet, Marguerite (St. Paul) St. Paul, h.
Clawson Triplets (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.
Coley Bay {Andy’s) Minneapolis, nc.
Collette & Barry (Philadelphian) Phila, h.
Conway, Carl (Patio) Cincinnati, nc.
Corey, Irwin (Cotillion Room) NYC, h.
Cortez, Florez (Te Pee) Coral Gables, Fla., nc.
Cummings, Baby (Riviera) Chi, ¢

u ntil

Cummtlngs Julla. {Glenn Rendezvous) New-
por
Curran Vlnce (18 Club) NYC, nc.

Daniele & Danice (Vine Gardens) Chi, ne.

Daro & Corda (Charles) Baltimore 17-25, nc.

De Croff, Ann (Astor) Montreal, ne.

Delahanty, Irene (Bomb Shelter) Long Beach,
Calif., nc.

De Lys, Geraldine (Maisonette) NYC, h,

DetSerone Cheena, Dancers (Bowery) De=
roit, ¢

D'Ivons, The (Rio Cabana) Chi, nc.

Dixon, Gaye (18 Club) NYC, nc.

Dombey, Ken (Puritas Sprlngs Park Rink)
Cleveland, p.

Dominguez, Marta (La Conga) NYC, nc,

Dorita & Valero (E! Chico) NYC, nc.

Dorsey, Don (Penn) Wilkes-Barre, Pa., t.

Douglas, Roy (Gay Continental) NYC, nc.

Dover, Ben (Palace)} Cleveland, ¢.

Doyle, Eddie & Amy (Roxy) Cleveland 5

D'Rey, Phil (400 Club) St. Louis, nec,

Dulo, Ginger (Village Vanguard) NYC, ne.

Dunedln Myrtle, & Co. (Orpheunt) Oakland,
Calif., 17-19, t; (Orpheum) Los Angeles 26-
Feb. t.

Duncan Sisters (Sheraton) 'NYC h,

Dunn, Snozz (Bismarck) Chi,

Easterbrook & Farrar (Prevlew) Chi, cl.
Edwards Sisters (Paramount
Emmy, Carleton, Dogs ( entral) Passalc.
Estrelitos (New Wigwam) st. Paul ne.
Estelita (Rio Cabana) Chi, ne

Evans, Steve (Riverside) Mllwaukee, .

F

Fassler, Pred (Gay Continental) NYC, ne.

Fay, Trances (Latin Quarter) Chi, cl.

Fay & Gordon (Capitol) NYC,

Ferguson, Paulene (American Leglon) Colum=
bus, 0., ne.

Pields, Gene (Helsing’s) Chi. re,

Fields, Marsha (Sawdust Trail) NYC, nc.

Fisher, Buddy (Latin Quarter) Chi, cl

F‘ltzgerald Ella (Albee) Cincinnatl, ¢.

Floretta & Boyette (Beacon) Vancouver, B. C,
t; (Palomar) Seattle 24-30,

Frasler, Pete. Trio (Bandbox) ‘Baltimore, cl.

Frisco, Joe (18 Club) NYC, nc.

G

Galanta & Leonarda {Latin Quarter) Wash=
ington, nc.
allagher & Shean (Lookout House) Coving-

ton, Ky.,
Slsters (U. S. Naval

Galll Sta.) Norman,
Okla., 23-25.

Garretson, Marjorie (Radlsson) Minneapo-
lis, h.

Giovanni (Bowery) Detroit, nc.

Giraldo, Alex (Trouville) NYC

Gleason, Jackie (Greenwich Vlllage Inn) NYC,
ne.

Gloria & Howard (La Hula Rumba) Hono-
luly, T. H., nc,

Glover & LaMae (King Edward) Toronto, h.

Golden Pair (Cave Supper Club) Vancouver,
B. C., 10-22, nc.

Gory, Gene, & Roberta (Bama) Columbus,
Ga., until’ Feb. 1, nc.

Gray, Zola (Iceland) NYC, re.

Grayson. Kathryn (Capltol) NYC, t.

Green, Jackie (Rio Cabana) Chi, nec.

Gwyn, Jack, & Co. (Colosimo’s) Chi. ¢.

Harris & Hunter (State) NYC, t.

Harrison & Fisher (Capitol) Washington, t.

Hartnells. The (Blackhawk) Chi, re.

Hatvary, Carlo (Vine Gardens) Chl, ne

Hazard. Hap, & Mary (U. S, Naval Sta.)
Norman, Okla.. 23-25.

Henrie, Flo (Club Alabam) Chi,

Herbert, Jack (Lake) Sprmgﬁeld Ill,
ne.

Herbert. Tim (Earle) Washington, t.

Hildegarde (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Hin Lowe, Florence (Kentucky) Louisville, h

Hixon, Al (18 Club) NYC, nc.

Holmes & Jeanne (State) NYC. t.

Holtz, Lou (Capito!l) NYC, t.

Hoysradt, John (Persian Room) NYC, b,

Hune, Elayne (Monte Carlo) NYC, nc.

| K3
Ink Spots, Four (Albee) Cincinnati, t.

!

Jaxon. Great (Times Square Supper Club)
Rochester, N. Y.
Jayce, Tyril & Juli (Village Barn) NYC, nc.

17-28,

Currently

Mgt.

The
JACK WEDELL QUARTET

AN UNSURPASSED MUSICAL UNIT

THE TROCADERO  st. Paul, Minn.

FREDERICK BROS.

MUSIC CORP.

—Instrumental and Vocal—

CATS AND A FIDDLE

NOW—12th Week at
CIRCLON LOUNGE, ALLENTOWN, PA.

Write

we  JOLLY JOYCE
e aa7y  Earle Theater Bldg.
wainut 0451 PHILADELPHIA, PA.

Judson, Ann, Jr. (Edgewater Beach) Chi, h.
Jules & Webb (Mayfiower) Akron, O.. h.
Jagger, Kenny (Sportsman) Indlanapolis, ne.

Karson’s, Maria, Musicales (Plains) Cheyenne,

yo. h
Keller, Dorothy (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.
Kelly, June (The Brook) NYC, cl,
Kennedy, Mae (Swing Club) NYC ne.
Kilty, Jack (Rio Cabana) Chi,
Kolomar (Village Barn) NYC,
Kramer’s, Henry, Hollywood Mldgets (Ken-
tucky) Toledo, O., 10-23,
Kurtis Marlonettes (Blackhawk) Chi, re.

L

Lane, Lenny (Gay Continental) NYC

Lang & Lee (Southern Manor) Phenix Clty.
Ala., 17-30, nc.

Laird, Horace (Shrine Circus) Flint, Mich.

Lathrop & Lee (Roosevelt) New Orleans, h.

LaVola, Don, & Carlotta (Utah Canteen ‘Serv-
ice) Salt Lake City. until March 15.

Lee, Bob (Wivel) NYC, re.

LeRoy, Howard (St. Paul) St. Paul, h.

Léster, Buddy (Latin Quarter) Chi, nc.

Le(s)ter“;kzlrmajean (Continental) Chesapeake,
o5 ne

Leglzls. Ralph (Paul Young's) Washington 10-

Lewls, Joe E. (Chez Paree) Chi, ne.

Lindsey's, Earl, Glamourettes (Glenn Ren-
dezvous) Newport Ky.,

Long, Nick, Jr. (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Louls & Cherie (Last Frontier) Las Vegas,
Nev., until Jan. 26, nec.

Lowe, Hite & Stanley (Strand) NYC, until

Feb. 3, t.
Lucas, Nick (885 Club) Chi, nc
Lynn, Herbie (Showboat) Gleveland 7-20, ne
Lyon, Ladd (Paramount) Toledo, O., t.

MacDongald, Grace (Oriental) Chi, t.

Maghandis, Two (Silver Dollar) Boston, ne.

Malloy, Ullaine (Olympia) Miami, 26-Feb. 1, t.

Manson, Marjorie (U. S. Naval Sta.) Norman,
Okla., 23-25.

Marco (Patio) Cincinnat!, nec.

Margot, Karla (Jimmy Kelly's) NYC, nc.

Maritz (Blue Danube) Chi, ne.

Martin, Dean (Statler) Boston, h.

Martin, Madonna (Hollywood) Chi, cl.

Mathews, Lucille (885 Club) Chi, nc.

0. D. MACK

THEATRICAL ENTERPRISES
609 _Shubert Bldg. HILADELPHIA. PA.
Phones: Kingsley 9012—Jefferson 1509

Exclusive Manager

VIRGINIA PETERSON

Singer & Accordion

Matheﬁvs Steve & Dorothy (Gene’s) Fargo,

Maison, Cul (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.

Maurice & Andrea (Roosevelt) Jacksonvllle,
Fla., 17-31, h.

Maurice & Maryea. (Edgewater Beach) Chi. h,

Mazzone-Abbott (Latin Quarter) NYC, nc,

Middleton, Sam (Park Lane) Buffalo, h,

Midnight Zomble Jamboree (Yale) Clare-
more, Okla., 20, t: (Yale) Sapulpa 21, t;
{Fox-Midland) Coﬁ'eyvllle, Kan.,, 22, ¢t;
{Tulsa) Tulsa, Okla.,

Mildred & Maurlce (Leon & Eddle's) NYC, nc.

Miller, Susan (Earle) Phila,

Mills Bros. (Palace) Cleveland, t.

Moke & Poke (Albee) Clnclnnatl t.

Molina, Rita (Trouville) NYC, c.

Montana Kid (Andy’s) Mlnneapolls ne.

Morse, Ella Mae (Strand) NYC, t.

Morrls Doug (Auditorium) Providence 13-23.
Morison, Patricia (Capitol} Washington, t.
Mostel, Zero (La’ Martinique) NYC, nc.
Murphy Sisters (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.
Murtah Sisters (La Martinilque) NYC, nc.

N

Nalley, Velva (Alamac) NYC, nc,

Nelson’s Marionettes (Bismarck) Chj, h,
Nichols, Les (Alvin) Minneapolis, t.

Norton, Peggy (Hickory House) NYC,
Novellos, The (Edgewater Beach? Chi 17 27 h,

o

O'Conneli, Frank (Rose Room) Newark, cl.
Olsen & Shirley (Earle) Washlngton, t.
O'Neill, Peggy (51 Club) NYC

Owens, Lou (American chlon) Columbus, o.,

nc.
4
Page, Joe, & Nona (Cremorne) Brisbane, Aus-
tralia, Jan. 1-30, t.
Pendleton, Bunty (Blue Angel) NYC
Pentone, Maxle (Palomar) Seattle
Vancouver, B. C., 24-Feb. 1,
Peppers, Three (Zanzlbar) NYC ne.
Peters Sisters (Ruban Bleu) NYC, nc.
Pickwick Four (Edgewater Beach) Chi, h.
Porter, John (Dan Levy's) New Orleans, cl.
Princess & Willie' Hawailans (Riviera) Co-
lumbus, O., ng.
R

Ragland, Rags (Capitol) NYC, t.

Raft, Tommy “Moe’’ (Brown Derby) Chi,
Ramos & Nanette (Park Plaza) St. Louis, h.
Rapps & Tapps (Cave Supper) Vancouver,

cl.
; (Beacon)

B. C,

Read, Kexnp (Luke’s Lodge, Newport Beach)
Newport R, I, h.

Regan, Paul (Paramount) NYC, t.

Reis Bros. (Brown Derby) Chi, nc.

Richey, Jean (Earl Carroll Theater) Holly=
wood, re.

Rimac, Ciro (Havana-Madrid) NYC, nc.

Ritz Bros. (Earle) Phila, t.

Robbins. A, (Palmer House) Chi, h.

Robinson, Al (Village Barn) NYC ne.

Rocco, Maurice (Zanzibar) NYC, nc.

Rollet’ & Dorthea (Edgewater Beach) Chi, h.

Rosella, Jessle (Vine Gardens) Chi, ¢.

Ross, Harry (Brown Derby) Chi, nc.

Rossl Sisters, Two (Patio) Clnclnnatl nc.

Rosini, Paul (885 Club) Chi,

Royal Jesters (Park Plaza) St Louls. h.

Russell, Connie (Drake) Chi, h.

Salerno, Lawrence (Helsing’s) Chl,

Savo, Jimmy (Cafe Society Uptown) NYC ne.
Savoy, Harry (Central) Passaic, N.

Schiller, Duke (Clover) Salt Lake City, nc
Scott, Hazel (Cafe Soclety Uptown) NYC, nc.
Seb'lstian, John (Cafe Society Uptown) NYC,

Sed]ey, Roy (18 Club) NYC. nc.
Sharon, Nita (Esquire) Norfolk, Va., nec.
Shea, Chautse (Lookout House) Covington.

Y.,
Slegel Irvmg (Astor) Alexandria, La., h.
Sllver. Cyclones (Idle Hour) Charleston s. C,

Skatlng Vanities (Auditorium) St. Louis 10-22.
Slater, Jane (Chez Paree) Chi, nc.
Sloan, Estelle (Latin Quarter) Chi, cl.

Smart, Doris (American Legion) Columbus,

0., nc.
Smith, Ted, & Roy Rogers (18 Club) NYC, nec.
Sorrell Larry (Gamecock) C,
Spencer, Kenneth (Cafe Society Uptown) NYC,

Stone Ginny (Chicagoan) Chi,

Sullivan, Maxine (Ruban Bleu) NYO ne,
Sumner, Helen (Ivanhoe) Chi, re.

Suns, Three (Piccadilly) NYC, h.
Szimayer, Paul (Rogers’ Corner) NYQC, cl

T

Tarasova, Nina (Blue Angel) NYC, nc.
Teaman, Eleanor (Chicago) Chi, t.
Thomas, Dick (Village Barn) NYC, nc.
Toppers The (Enduro) NYC, cl.

Trotter & Mimi (Madrid) Louisville, ¢,
Tudell, Julio & Jean (Bismarck) Chi, h.
Tyne, Gwen (Village Vanguard) NYC, nc,

v

Van Damme, Art (Movie Box) Minneapolis, ¢l
Vestoff, Floria (Glass Hat) NYC, ne.

Victory Boys & Lysa (Enduro) NYC, cl.
Victor, Chas. (Rose Room) Newark, cl.

Vinn, ‘Al & Anita (Silver Frolics) Chi, nc.
Vinson, Eddie (Albee) Cincinnati, t.

w

wafll, Walter Dare (Stanley) Plttsburgh t.

Walker Nancy (Capitol) NYC, ¢

Walter, Cy (Trouville) NYC, e.

Waltons, The (Kentucky) Louisville, h.

Warren, Annette (Carter) Cleveland ne.

Watson Sisters (Oriental) Chi,

Webb, Ruth (Gay Continental) NYC. ne.

Weldler, Virginia (Stanley) Pittsburgh, t.

Welles, Three _(Capitol) Washington,

West, Bernie (Ruban Bleu) NYC, nc.

Wiast dBuster, & Lucille Page (Pahce) Cleve=
an

Westley oRoger (365 Club) San Francisco, until
Feb

Whitson Bros. (Earle) Washington. t

Wilkins, Louise (The Brook) NYC

Wlllys The (Florentine Gardens) Hollywood

erson Marcellus (Zomble) Detrolt, nec.

ngdg."’& Bray (Odenbach’s) Rochester, N, Y.,
<22, nc.

Worth, True (Rtverside) Milwaukee, §.

i
York & Tracy (U. S. Naval Sta.) Norman,
Okla., 23-25.

ICE SHOWS ON TOUR

Cncr'::lviel tgt Ice (Netherland Plaza Hotel)

neinn

F‘rgnﬁy s, Dorothy, Ice Time (Adolphus Hotel)
allas.

Henle, Sonja, Hollywood Ice Revue (Madlson
Square Garden) NYC, Jan. 17-Feb.

Ice Follles (Arena) Phlla, Dec. 25-Jan. 22

Lam}?lYocum Ice Parade (Ben Franklin Hotel)
Pht

Stars on Ice (Sonja Henle & Arthur Wirtz)
(Center Theater) NYO,
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Saroyan “Birth-Funeral” Gets
Going in Hub Tributary Theater;
Flapdoodle and Moonshine Talk

BOSTON, Jan. 15.~William ‘Saroyan,
the Armenian wordman from Fresno, has
had another premiere here under the
good offices of the Tributary Theater, a
division of Community Recreation Serv-
ice of Boston, Inc., opened yesterday.

The bad boy of American letters has
produced another combination of fantasy
and reallty called A4 Decent Birth, A
Happy Funeral. Again he has performed
with his usual lack of restraint. His
warm and abundant affections for all
mankind.

Saroyan packs an actor off to war
while his lawyer-brother remains behind.
turned down by army medicos. In the
course of a farewell party, the actor’s
death is foretold by a Gypsy fortune-
teller and at once he makes his friends
promise to make his funeral a happy
one with a similar party. While the
actor is away, his brother falls for a
burly queen., And in the final act, while
friends are making a merry shindig of
the actor’s funeral, his brother hangs
on the tenterhooks which usually impale
expctant fathers.

Occasionally, amid the profusion of
words, there are flashes of warm, human
wit, moments of acute, deep perception.
Without much regard for sequence, Sar-
oyan places side by side obscurities and
syllogisms, prose poems and flapdoodle.
His people express wonderment at life
in ‘a boozy, mystical sort of way that is
often touching, sometimes genuinely
moving. And his roundabout logic is
frequently tickling. But there are

“Mex” 31G Wallop
In Hub; “Cherry”
13G; “Stude” 12V,

“Peepshow” Fair $9,500

BOSTON, Jan. 15.—Hub legit business
has begun to settle into stride, with
grosses generally creeping up to their
pre-holiday level.

Carly Wharton and Margaret Webster
opened Cherry Orchard, starring Eva
Le Galllenne and Joseph Schildkraut,
Monday (10) and got lukewarm, but ap-
preciative notices, Ernest Pascal’s Peep-
show preemed Tuesday, and altho the
press sald the show needed a lot of work
to give it sparkle, biz has been pretty
good.

Mezxican Hayride continued at sellout
pace, with $31,000 for the third week
at the Shubert,

Cherry Orchard turned in a respecta-
ble figure at the Wilbur, about #$13,000
indicated with one stanza to go. Edward
Chodorov's Decision comes in January
24, and so does Rosalinda same day.

Student Prince picked up nicely at the
opera house, with about 812,500 in the
i1l for the second and final week.
Katherine Dunham’s heat-wave, Tropical
Revue, opens Monday (17).

Peepshow got a late start at the Ply-
mouth, and the gross crept to about
$9,500.

House in Paris bows January 24, with
Theater Guild’s Jacobowsky and the
Colonel due January 31.

oceans of moonshine talk that make
pretty deep wading.

Of the three acts, the first s the most
tenuous. It meanders along in a dreamy
fashion. There are fewer such moments
in the other acts. Although a lot of the
repetitious dialog should be thrown out.

Saroyan has learned very little about
the conventions of the theater, -despite
all his practice. But perhaps it's just
as well, for his weird assortment of char-
acters and flambuoyant, albeit exultant
spirtt might be sorely cramped by the
lean and racy dramatic forms.

The Tributary Theater’s production
was & model of semi-pro performance.
Barnest and enthusiastic, it was also
more than just competent. Director
Eliot Duvey (also drama prof at Boston
College) did a smooth, tho sometimes
hesitant job of staging. Bill Riley.

Moss Puts Nix On
Six Ticket Specs

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—License Com-
missioner Paul Moss this week said “No”
to the applications of six ticket brokers
for their 1944 licenses. Refusal came
after Moss had investigated charges,
either direct to his office or to the Legit
Code Endorsement Board, that these
specs had charged more than the legal
75 cents comimission on Broadway show
ducats.

All others got the go signal, altho each
broker had to make a personal applica-
tion this time to Moss, who lectured all
but the top few who hew strictly to the
legal path, in line with his statement
to a recent meeting of legit producers
and managers that he was on the war-
path against pasteboard sales gouging.

‘Abie’ Okay 9G Mpls.

MNINEAPOLIS, Jan. 15.— Indication
that Minneapolis is legit-hungry is con-
tained in box-office grosses of Abie’s
Irish Rose, Jane Eyre and The Corn Is
Green, which played 13 performances in
as many days at the Lyceum.

Corn, with Ethcl Barrymore, sold out
for its four performances to gross bete
ter than $13,000. Jane Eyre, with Sylvia
Sidney and Luther Adler, hit $10,000 for
four last week (6-8). Both were $2.75
tops. Abie, playing five shows this week
(9-12) at $2.20 top, hit swell $9,000.

Abie was followed In by Arsenic and
Old Lace, with Boris Karloff, tor four
performances (13-15), 8275 top. On
January 21-22 San Carlo Opera will pre-
sent three shows.

Chandra Terpers Quit ‘Mex’
In Hub—Too Much Cutting

BOSTON, Jan. 15. — Chandra-Kaly
dancers have boked otit of Michael Todd’s
musical, Mexican Hayride, currently at
the Shubert.

Group, which specializes in Latin na-
tive dances, is understood to have with-
drawn because its stint in the show was
heavily cut during initial week’s tryout.

Show opens on Broadway January 27.

year.

we ain’t gonna let them.

Marc Connelly, “Veteran” Actor

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Playbill for current revival of Our Town
blurbs, Marc Connelly as making his “Broadway debut as an actor under
the auspices of the New York City Center.”

There seems to be a slight case of amnesia.
Stem stageshow bow under the aegis of John Golden nearly 18 years ago.
According to The Billboard’s records, he replaced Malcolm Williams in.
the cast of his own play, The Wisdom Tooth, at the Little Theater in
April, 1926, when the latter withdrew from the cast because of illness.

For the further record, Connelly played Mr. Porter, boss of the
tooth-troubled chief-clerk, who was Thomas Mitchell.
opened February 15, 1926, at the Little and closed June 26 of the same

It Connelly, et al.,, want to forget about his baptism of footlight fire,

Connelly made his

Wisdom To6oth

January 22, 1944

it
=

BROADWAY OPENINGS

SUDS IN YOUR EYE

(Opened Wednesday, January 12, 1944)

CORT THEATER

A comedy by Jack Kirkland, based. on the
novel by Mary Lasswell. Staged by Kirk-
land. Sets, Joseph B. Platt. Costumes, Ker-
mit Love. Stage manager, James GCelb.
Press representative, Michael Coldreyer.
Presented by Brown and Del Bondio.

Chinatown .......... Frederic Munn Zseto
............ ieiese....Chueck Ming Chin
Bulll oo - covpann: bt F- Russelt Morrison
Mra Feeley "Joq. .o vuv.. . .Jane Darwell
Mr. Fitzgerald .................. John Adair
Miss Tinkham . .............. Branda Forbes
Shipyard Worker . ............. Bruno Wick
Conchita | ............c...... Ruth Gilbert
Mr. Reynolds .................. Tom Hoier
Mrs. Rasmussen .......... Kasia Orzazewski
Mrs. Rasmussen’s Daughter . ..Wanda Sponder
BIASR. ..  o ey . DL Jjohn Gerard
Kate Logan ................... Janet Tyler
Mrs. Ferguson ............ Lujah Fonnesbeck
Mr. Wilson . ..........cuu.n Robert Rhodes
VISt KA tZIe " el L s Ly Marie Kenney
MER. o olc"S8 . v e CRE=— O Sy - Kenneth Tobey
Mrs, Mifler . ............... Cynthia Latham
Danny Feeley .................. Witt Hare
Policeman) .oehi b . a8t e i od Bert James

Armond Hansen ............ Frank Tweddell

Pinky Kennedy .............. Tom McEthany
Micel e S S e N e Loy Nilson
Junep Bl v ST e e Helene Young

Mary Lasswell’s Suds has been hijacked
by Jack Kirkland, needled and sold to
the public in a series of slow-moving
scenes, spotted all too seldom by bits of
comedy business, and a mintmum of
laugh lines. There's a chasm between
the funny hook and the unfunny play
and only the heroic efforts of Brenda
Forbes, Jane Darwell and Kasia Orza-
zewski, in the three main roles, squeeze
what little humor there is out of a rela-
tively dqull evening. A few of the lesser
players turn in flashes of bright comedy
characterization. But these are few and
far between, and the play moves halt-
ingly and heavily thru the rest of the
time allotted. There seems to be a jinx
on the Cort which, in the past month
or so, has housed two top-flight turkeys
—Get Away, Old Man and South Pacific.
Suds isn’t likely to banish the hoodoo.

The Lasswell book had plenty of at-
mosphere, screwy situations and rollick-
ing humor in its story of Mrs. Feeley, the
beer-loving junk-yard dealer and her two
“house guests,” the zany Miss Tinkham
and the mistreated Mrs.
They're in the play, too, but on stage
they never seem quite real; a hurdle that
the three aforementioned principals do
their level best to surmount. Brenda

Va. McWatters Back to
*Rosalinda” for Last Leg,
Then Off to Road Version

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.—Virginia McWat-
ters returns to the cast of Rosalinda
next week for the last three performances
(21-22) before going with the show on
the road. Tour opens in Boston January
24. Miss McWatters, who left the show
early in December to join the cast of
Marianne, a musical eurrently trying out
in Washington, had differences with the
New Opera Company, producers of
Rosalinda, gbout her abrupt departure.

Spat has now been ironed out, accord-
ing to Felix Brentano, stage director for
the NOC, and Miss McWatters returns to
her old role of Adele. Marianne, which
is finding the going tough on tour, hav-
ing dropped approximately $10,000 last
week in Baltimore, may be withdrawn
if its present seven-day stint proves no
bonanza.

‘KISS’ TALL 20G IN BALT.

BALTIMORE, Jan, 15.—Kiss and Tell,
presented at Ford’s Theater for a week
ended today, grossed an excellent $20,000.
Betty Anne Nyman, Violet Heming
and Walter Gilbert in the cast,

Press reviews very favorable, with Miss
Nyman given palms in role of Corliss
Archer. Capacity house attended open-
ing night, and sell-outs prevailed thru-
out.

‘Folies Bergere’ 38G Average

SAN FRANCISCO, Jan. 15.—Now in its
seventh week, Folies Bergere of 1944 at
the 3,000-seat Winterland, is doing ca-
pacity business and is grossing about
$38,000 weekly at a $2.75 top. The daily
gross average of $4,600 to 35,000 was in-
correctly credited as the weekly take in
a recent issue of The Billboard.

Rasmussen. A

Forbes® Miss Tinkham gets most of the
laughs because she plays it to the hilt.
Kasia Orzazewski's Mrs. Rasmussen, with
its mournful moments, neatly under-
played, brings a chuchle here and there.
But Miss Darwell, who works unceasingly
to project the garrulous Mrs. Feeley,
never seems quite at home in her role.
Her performance, except in a few very
brief instances, suggests that she’s some-
what baffled by the whole business.

While the basic thread of the bookplot
has been retained in the play, there have
been quite a number of changes; none to
the good. On stage Mrs. Feeley, jolned
by her two guests, is concerned over two
things: paying her taxes on the dilapidated
house and yard and getting her ‘sailor
nephew, Danny, married off to the pretty
teacher of the Spanish class, Kate Logan,
The leaden pace of the play makes both
these objectives seem very nebulous and
inconsequential, and even the trick final
curtain doesn’t jibe. Maybe if the dialog
had had more sparkle, the whole business
at the Cort would have seemed more be-
lievable; but the pedestrian lines—this
reviewer found only three or four that
merited guffaws—throw a pall over the
proceedings. The romantic interludes
played with needless zest and many
mannerisms by Will Hare, and quietly
and effectively by Janet Tyler, are strictly
in the groove of standard boy-meets-
and-eventually-gets-girl routine. Joseph
B. Platt’s set lends an added touch of
unreality to the whole business, even tho
it merits a hand for its imagination.
Kermit Love's costumes—especially those
of Miss Tinkham—are just right.

Among the lesser lights who twinkle
betimes are Ruth Gilbert, Wanda Spon-
der, Robert Rhodes, Tom McElhany and
young Fredric Munn Zseto, who 'is alter-
nating the role of Mrs, Feeley's “adopted”
nephew with Chueck Ming Chin.

Frank Gill.

STORM OPERATION

{Opened Tuesday, January 11, 1944)
BELASCO THEATER

A play by Maxwell Anderson. Staged by Michael
Gordon._ Sets, Howard Bay. Lighting, Moa
Hack. Stage manager, Moe Hack. Press rep-
resentative, Philip Stevenson. Presented by
the Playwnghts Company.

1st Sgt. Peter Moldau

Simeon, a Technical Sgt. ......... Cy Howard
Mart, a Technical Sgt. ....... Mitlard Mitchell

Dougies ...... ... " fes. svey Michael Ames
Bread Seller .............. Joseph De Santis
The Muezzin ............... Nehem Simone
Stefanclile. b R . S Carlo Respighi

Lieut. Thomasina Crey ....Certrude Musgrove
Lieut. Kathryn Byrne ........ Dorothea Freed
Lieut. Dammartin . ........... Walter Wohler

Corp. Ticker .............. Bertram Tanswell
Capt. Sutton ............. Bramwell Fletcher
Mabroukha .................. Sara Anderson
Arab CGuide ........\....... Maurice Doner
Chuck, a Technical Sgt ......... Charles Ellis
Corp. Hermann Ceist ........... Louis Fabien
=TT ot o & R, e e Nick Dennis

Arab Women: Marianne Bier, Elizabeth Inglise,
Julie O'Brien, Lela Vanti
ArablBoyRs. N MERITIINSE & Sy Neil Towner

Since the war is movink faster than
Maxwell Anderson's pen, Storm Opera-
tion (his latest and 25th) seems dated,
being concerned with the struggle in
North Africa, when the Allies were push-
ing Rommel out of the area. Anderson
made a special trip to the Mediterragean
area to get first-hand material. But that
was in the days before General Eisen-
hower gave the signal for the Italian cam-
paign.

What the playwright has evolved from
his notes is good, sound reporiing as long
as he’s talking about G.I. subjects. But,
somewhere along the line, he decided to
pander-to public taste and inject romance
into the proceedings. That’s where the
play hits a king-size snag. The love motif
is trite, stagey and talky and succeeds only
in bogging down the action and slowing
up the entertainment values.

Sans romance, Storm has plenty of good
meaty stuff, even if Anderson seems inore
concerned with individuals and a tiny
segment of the fighting Yanks than with
the war as a whole. Storm as it s%ands
has pretty slim chances for success unless
theatergoers can take those romantic
moments in their stride. Odds are they
can’t.

Top sequences are the prolog and epilog
wherein the first sergeant talks things
over with his men as they stand in an
invasion barge waiting to cast off. In
between there are two acts laid on the
desert and Anderson projects a series of
well sustained and strongly built scenes
of Q. life under fire. There 'are several
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climaxes (without feminine interference)
that are socked across the footlights. The
pity here is that so much that is good
s0 often has to come smack up against
amorous obstacles.

What Anderson has are actually two
stories. One he picked up in Africa about
Yanks in uniform; the other is his mis-
guided emotional injection. The former
revolves around the top sergeant who,
when his officers are all absent, is in com-
mand of a detachment of Yanks. He
finds himself in difficulties when a British
officer from the Eighth Army arrives as
liaison officer, which means that he has
to take commands from the Yank non-
¢om. This leads to a tough situation and
some bickering before matters are finally
smoothed out. The other tale has an
Australian nurse for the heroine, The
sergeant, who knew her when he was in
hospital, is still carrying the torch for
her, but she is also being wooed by the
British captain. She takes a whale of a
time to make up her mind about choosing
one of them, and finally succumbs to the
sergeant. They are married by the British
captain during a Stuka raid.

Under Michael Gordon’s expert staging,
the cast delivers handsomely. Myron Mc-
Cormick handles the top sergeant role
with skill and fine underplaying. He
shares top honors with Bramwell Fletcher,
who gives a fine performance as Captain
Sutton. Another standout is Cy Howard
as the double-talking tech sergeant,
Someon, who balances his swell comedy
with a smash melo finale. Millard Mitchell
turns in another of his ncat comedy char-
acterizations as Mart. Gertrude Musgrove
provides the femme lure. Being given to
mannered acting at the slightest provoca-
tion, she sommehow never seems very con-
vincing. Others who merit hands are
Sara Anderson, Maurice Doner, Walter
Kohler, Louis Fabicn, Nick Dennis and
Dorothea Freed. F. G.

JACKPOT

(Opencd Thursday, January 13, 1944)
ALVIN THEATER

A musical comedy by Guy Bolton, Sidney Shel-
don ‘and Ben Roberts. Directed by Roy Har-
grave. Music and lyrics, Howard Dietz and
Vernon Duke. Musical direction, Max Meth.
Dances, Loretta Jefferson.
Weidman. Costumes, Kiviette. Sets, Ray-
mond Sovey and Robert Edmond Jones. Busi-
ness manager, Kravette. Stage director, Harry
Howell. ‘Press representatives, Karl Bern-
stein and Martha Dreiblatt. Presented by
Vinton Freedley.

SONGS: “The Last Long Mile,”” *“Blind Date,”
*| Kissed My Girl Goodbye,” “A Picce of a
Cirl,” “My Top Sergeant,” “Sugar Foot,”
“What' Happened,” *“Crist for De Mille,”
“He’s Cood for Nothing But Me,” “What's
Mine Is Yours,” "It Was Nice Knowing You,”
“Nobody Even Pins Me Up,” “One Track
Mind,” “There Are Yanks.”

BEABYMARITE B b ) Tala b W B Althea Elder
U T T e Billie Worth
Mo Rl 588088 - T Morton L. Stevens
BillREendery Sshmid=n o7 Nies . ¥ Ben Lackland
Nancy Parker s vavs o s web oo Mary Wickes
Sally ‘Madison . ............. Nanette Fabray
Dexter De Wolf ........... Houston Richards
Edral o O B 64 Sas daa Jacqueline Susann
(RIBERY §amm g v U] Helena Goudvis
IHAWIEY BEWIEE. s g5 h & ne B, T John Kearny

...... Walter Monroe
. .lerry Lester
.Benny Baker
. .Allan Jones

Assistant Bartendcr A
{Vrry Finch ...

inkle Cotter .
Hank Trimble .

Girl ...... .Flower Hujer
Reporter ... ....Bill Jones
Tot Patterson .. .Althea Eider
Sgt. Naylor .. .Wendell Corey
Sgt. Maguire . . .Betty Garrett
Helen Westcott rances Robinson
SRR 0 o opy PSRN .Bob Beam
llsliMarinel B, MEE s wid s it John Hamil
RARNETINE | A o 2% e b ST ;- Bill Jones
Editi s, . N b ol 5o e S Edith Turgell

................ Eva Barcinska

IMOMICA SR - AP =ls = i n e Drucilla Strain
Patlh op b oBGEEN- e NpeE Seatng) 8" Pat Ogden
BEtty terers) - mad W .« i ey 3 3 Betty Stuart
STIBTIYL o e o1 Xemoms ol sl i o s oia Sherry Shadburne
Mary Lou .....cvvueenns Marie Louise Meade
Connie . ... ... . dessdiasi.. Connie Constant
N e e oo B g L o 58 o ) Billie Worth

HOSTESSES: Cece Eames, Virginia Barnes, Diane
Chase, Gene Cooke, Billie Dee, Marion Harvcy

Marion Lulling, Edith Laumer, Dorothy G.
Thomas, Dorothy Matthews, Aileen Reed,
Ellen Taylor Sally Tepley, Edith Turgell

Jeanne C. Trybom, Lorraine Todd, Ceorgmxa
E. Yeager.

VOCALISTS: Fague Springman, Robert Beam,
Ceorge Frank, Mario Pichler, Bill Jones,
Michael Kozak Roger E. Miller, John Hamill.

MARINES: Ray Cook, i-awrence Evers, Bob
Ferguson, T. C. ]ones, Jack McCaffrey, Robert
Sullivan, Joe Wismak, Frank Westbrook.

Vinton Freedley has hit the three bells
in the past and got the kick of having
the coin spew out of the little slot by the
handful. He hasn’t hit more than a
couple of cherrles this time. He’s spent
a lot of dough—but Jackpot doesn't pay
off at the Alvin.

The newest production has all the
trimmings to make it look like a click
musical. There are half a dozen good
players to sing and make fun. There 1S

Ballet, Charles’

a much-better-than-average line of
beauties. There are several promising
tapsters and a ballet trained by Weld-
man. There is a catchy tune or two by
Duke and some ribald lyrics by Dietz.

Out-of-Town Openings

It is flashy with costumes by Kiviette

and is backed by eight smartly contrived
sets by Sovey and Jones. In fact, it has
about everything—except a book. And
It's a book show,

The Bolton-Sheldon-Roberts yarn may
have read better than it plays. It is
based on a cute idea—about a gal who
puts herself up as & prize to the buyer
of a lucky number bond in a Treasury
‘War Bond drive, Three marines chip in
for an $18.75 scrip and win a third of her
apiece. From there on the frolic con-
tinues in and around a recreation center,
hotel bedrooms and gardens, near a
marine training barracks, with No. 1
marine trying to brush off his pals from
divvying on the gal.

However, the scripters have stemmed
most of their fun from the sex angle,
and have packed the dialog with two-way
Jokes and situations, that were old when
the burly wheel was young. Having the
comic take vitality pills and make passes
at the femme lead is a gag that has been
kicking around these many years. When
you do it twice in the same show, it’s
redundancy. That’s the trouble with
Jackpot—it tries too hard to be funny,
and ends up faintly dirty. And the dirt
isn’t too inventive.

The result leaves funsters Jerry Lester
and Benny Baker more or less out on a
limb. That goes, too, for Betty Garrett,
who is good for a lot of rib-tickling, when
she has the stuff to work with. Lester
clocks plenty of laughs for himself, but
they're for Lester and his club technique
rather than for anything that the script-
ers give him to do or say. Baker is in
the same boat. It’'s the Baker moon-
faced grin that pulls the chuckles. Betty
Garrett helps them out, but it is only
when she has a song to chant that she
approaches her stride. The book hog-
ties them all.

Allan Jones plays the marine hero
pleasantly. His volce is good and a
couple of his song numbers, I Kissed My
Girl Goodbye and What Happened?, may
reach the hit list. His operetta chores,
however, have left him a little heavy-
handed for the Jackpot type of musical.
He needs to loosen up and give. Nan-
nette Fabray makes the kind of gal any-
body would buy a bond to win. She im-
proves with each Broadway try and puts
plenty of personality into this latest one.
Mary Wickes is her girl friend who
pushes her way thru an overdose of
‘burly-hued lines and situations to one
bright spot in the show, when she lam-
poons Mary Martin in a travesty of a
One Touch of Venus ballet,

The last is called Grist for De Mille,
and pokes fun at the onslaught of the
ballet on Stem musicals. Weidman has
conceived and directed it amusingly and
it’s a chuckle-raiser for the wise ones
who have seen Oklahoma, Venus, et. al.
But if you're going to take cracks at
Agnes De Mille, you've got to have danc-
ers as good as hers. Weidman’'s don’t
make the grade. However, the idea is
original and the general effect a decided
lift for Jackpot.

Jackpot may get a play on the basis
of its trimmings. Freedley has fed plenty
of coin into the slot. It's a plush job
on the surface, but it takes more than
covering for solid wear. Jackpot's up-
holstering needs more springs under-
neath. Bob Francis.

(Routes are for current week when ne
dates are given)

Aldrich Family (Shubert Lafayette) Detroit.

Abie’s Irish Rose (Lyric) Bridgeport, Conn.,
17-19; (Bushnell Aud.) Hartford 20-22.

Able’s Irish Rose (Davidson) Milwaukee.

Arsenic and Old Lace (Shrine Aud.) Des
Moines, Ia., 19;" (Music Hall) Kansas City,
Mo., 20-22.

Barrymore. Ethel, in Corn Is Green (Strand)
Vancouver, B. C., 18; (Temple) Tacoma,
Wash., 20; (Audltorlum) Portland, Ore., 20-

22.

Blithe Spirit (American) St. Loulis.

Blossom Time (Cass) Detroit.

Blossom Time (High School Aud.) Steubenville,
O., 19; (Auditorilum) Newark 20; (Hippo-
drome) Marietta 21; (Virginia) Wheeling,
W. Va,, 22.

Cherry Orchard (Wilbur) Boston.
Curtain Time (Curran) San Francisco.
Decision (Playhouse) Wilmington, Del,,
Doughgirls (Ford) Baltimore.
Doughgirls (Walnut) Phila.

Dunham, Katherine (Boston O. H.) Boston.

Gllbert & Sullivan Operas (Studebaker) Chi.

21-22.

Good Night Ladies (Blackstone) Chi,
House {n Paris (Royal Alexandra) Toronto.

Jane Eyre (Strand) Ithaca, N. Y. 19; (Er-
langer) Rochester 20-22.
Junior Miss (White) Fresno, Calif., 19; {Con-

cert Hall) Long Beach 20; (Russ Aud.) San
Diego 21-22
Kiss and Tell (Harris) Chi,

Semyomov-Pistchik. ..

THE CHERRY ORCHARD

(Opened Monday, January 10, 1944)

WILBUR THEATER, BOSTON

A.comedy by Anton Chekhov. Trans-
lated by Irina Skariatina. Staged by
Eva LeGallienne. Sets and costumes,
Motley. General manager, John Hag-
gott. Company manager, John Tuerk.
Press representative, Elmer Kenyon.
Stage manager, Thelma Chandler. Pre-
sented by Carly Wharton and Margaret
Webster.

Lopahin........beeeeen. Stefan Schnabel
Dunyasha ............. Elizabeth Eustis
Epihodov . ...coovvenvninnnnn Rex O’Malley
ARSI P s R R ey A. G, Andrews
T35 0 018 6" 5.6 0 ool 1 GO0 0 6.0 50 A0 6 Lois Hall
VRS G  fo 0ph 5000 Katherine Emery

Lyubov Andreyerna....Eva Le Gallienne
Leonid Andreyeviich. Joseph Schildkraut
Charlotta Ivanovna..... .Leona Roberts
.Carl Benton Reid

YaSith mes o oy - - sy w- Stanley Phillips,
Petya Trofimov........... Eduard Franz’
A Tramp........ P Bruce Adams
Station Master............ Michael Gray
A Post Office Clerk.......... Jack Lynds

Servants and Guests—Lois Holmes, Bea-
trice Manley, Annette Sorell, H. Etienne

The faults of The Cherry Orchard do
notslie so much in the play or production
as in the times. When history is being
made every hour, a drama of inaction
and frustration has struck out before it
gets to bat, Carly Wharton and Margaret
Webster have assembled a fine cast, but
their efforts are not enough to bring to
life this poignant and subtle play when
the times are impatient for swift and
melodramatic action.

Eva Le Gallienne has staged the play
with understanding. Her direction is
a model of good taste and judgment,
altho the production lacks kinetic
energy. The futile, lightheaded manner
in which the owners of the cherry or-
chard approach their bankruptey is hard
to convey dramatically without ener-
vating the action completely.

The graybeards of the Moscow Art
Theater probably would have delighted
in the present production. Two players
of considerable renown and a distin-
guished supporting cast have sublimated
themselves to the whole ensemble, Act-
ing a Chekhov play is like performing
string quartets—each part must be bal-
anced with the others. Because Orchard
lacks outward form and compulsion to
command attention, its inner tension
must be fully realized in taut and bal-
anced ensemble acting.

Miss Le Gallienne manages to suggest
the frivolous and the generous, the
tragically serious but wholly incompe-
tent nature of Mme. Ranevsky, a silly
character which she somehow brings to

life. She is luminous and lovely to look
upon and always expressive. Schild-
kraut's performance of her addled,

billiard-playing, eccentric brother stand
out solely because of his rare gift of
understatement. He draws sympathy to
a completely irritating character.

Stefan Schnabel makes an undeniable
mark as the merchant prince who buys
the ancestral home from under its bank-
rupt owners, while Rex O’Malley handles
his role with skilliful, tho obviously
broad effect. Outstanding, too, are the
portrayals of Car! Benton Reld and
Eduard Franz, Reid is robust and hearty,
but sensitive withal, while Franz's per-
formance, as an intellectual who is bril-
liant but lacks direction, is the most
distinguished of all. Despite the girlish
manners, derived from Margaret Sulla-
van, Lois Hall is an attractive younger
sister, while Katherine Emery stands in
contrast as the repressed other sister.
Each of the minor roles has its small
distinction. Acting virtuosity has no

Kiss and Tell (Biltmore) Los Angeles.

Kiss and Tell (National) Washington.

Life With Father (Hanna) Cleveland.

Mexican Hayride (Shubert) Boston.

Oklahoma (Erlanger) Chi.

Patriots. The (Cox) Cincinnatl.

Peep Show (Plymouth) Boston.

Porgy and Bess (Erlanger) Buffalo 17-19;
(Shea) Erle, Pa., 20; (Park) Youngstown,
0., 21-22

san’ Carlo Opera Co.
21-22.

Somethmg for the Boys (Forrest) Phila.

Sons o’ Fun (Civic O. H.) Chl.

Student Prince (Court Square) Springfield,
Mass., 19; (Shubert) New Haven, Conn., 20-
2

22.
Tobaceo Road (Hartman) Columbus, O,
Tomorrow the World (Selwyn) Chl.
Wallflower (Locust St.) Phila,

{Lyceum) Minneapolis

place here and it has been subdued for
the most part.

The translation by Irina Skariatina
is not wholly new. Serviceable chunks of
dramatic exposition "have been drawn
bodily from the stodgy Constance Gar-
nett translation. But scenes of especially
comic or dramatic moment are new and
pointed. Motley’s designs for settings
and costumes are a marvel of period
style. Whatever one’s reservations, when
the performances reach their full
strength this may be regarded as the
definitive American production.

Bill Riley.

PEEPSHOW

(Opening January 11, 1944)

WILBUR THEATER, BOSTON

A comedy by Ernest Pascal. Staged by
David Burton. Sets by Lemuel Ayers,
supervised by Carl Kent. Costumes,
Bianca Stroock. General manager,
Harry Fleischman., Company manager,
Al Lee. Press representatives, Fred
Spooner, Harry Davies. Presented by
Ernest Pascal in association with Sam-
uel Bronston.

Jonathan Mallet .......... John Emery
His Conscience ........... David Wayne
JUPREE mmi v gy 48t Lionel Monagas
Tommy Cobbe ........... Dwight Weist

............ Tamara Geva
.......... Mary Howard

Leonie Cobbe
Jessica Broome

Waiter ..ovvviiivinenen Dayton Lummis
WU TES 600606080 . B60 Henry Manzella
Porterivy. . . .0 S = Edward Broadley
Nubkse .[..... .;oushyh.. Elizubeth Dewing

If Ernest Pascal's delightfully wicked
Peepshow gets the right treatment dur-
its pre-Broadway practice spin it will
emerge as a wholly captivating stage
piece. It’s novel, naughty but nice and
designed solely for the sophisticates. But
if a heavy hand so much as touches it
in the process of revision the show is
a goner.

Pascal has scen to it that a Manhat-
tan rakehell is followed everywhere by
an urbane, fully embodied Conscience.
During the course of his amours in
boudoir and bedroom, Jonathan Mallet,
bridge expert and Casanova, has ac-
quired the standing of a tomcat. His
Consclence disapproves (with a wink)
and tries to lead him in straighter paths
as he approaches his marrilage to Jessica
Broome. But the attractions of Leonie
Cobbe, wife of his best friend, lead him
off on a tangent toward a rendezvous
at a country inn.

This was to have been the end of their
affalr, but returning from their week-
end in the country they are involved in
an accident. Jessica discovers the situa-
tion and breaks the engagement, but
with a bit of skillful maneuvering Mal-
let smooths things over and lures her
into bed in a slick plot turn that leaves
Conscience massaging his dignity.

There are quite a few spots in the
comedy where plot exposition is badly in
need of lightness. More laughs are in
order. And the best role (also the best
acted) sorely needs additional dialog,
for JConscience is reduced most of the
time to looking urbane and wise. In
sum, the show is witty, but it lacks,
grace.

David Wayne’s portrayal of Conscience,
wherein his clothes are identical to
Casanova's, is wonderfully ewgaging. His
acting is as inventive as Pascal’s play-
writing. He has caught the winking,
charmingly wicked quality of one of the
most natural roles to come along in
years.

John Emery is a bit like a fish out of
water as the Manhattan Casanova. Being
essentially an actor of dramatic roles, he
has descended to “cuteness” as a bed-
room comedian. He is arch and petu-
lant, but frequently amusing. As his
opposite, Tamara Geva (Mrs. Emery)
acts intensely in serious scenes and han-
dles her comedy with piquant efect.
Mary Howard is rather uncertain as the
fiancee, while Dwight Weist is the plod-
ding husband.

Lemuel Ayers’ cets are smartly sulted
to the play’s atmosphere, while the cus-
tumes, executed by various hands under
the supervision of Bianca Stoock, are as
sophisticated as the dialog.

At the opening here performances in
general were pedestrian, altho David Bur-
ton’s staging is imaginatively planned.
A lighter touch to the acting, plus a
sparking of the dialog will ' make this one
a strong contender for the big money.

Bill Riley.
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ALBERTA—Mrs., Alexander, 19, band
singer professionally known as Frances
Bishop, in Philadelphia December 24 after
a long illness. Her husband is an orches-
tra leader in Philadelphia. Also survived
by her parents, a daughter and two
brothers, all of Richmond, Va. Interment
at Pederalsburg, Md.

BRAGG—Charles, 65, New York ad-
vance agent, January 4 in Sacramento
of a heart attack. He was agent for the
stageshow Junior Miss.

COCHRAN—John E., 55, formerly one
of the Morans, of Moran and Mack, the
Two Black Crows of vaudeville, in Jeffer-
son Barracks (Mo.) Hospital January 10
following a heart attack. Services in
Bisch Memorial Home, with interment in
Camp Butler National Cemetery, Spring-
field, 1l., January 10.

COLLINS—John G., 63, on the staff
of The Philadelphia Bulletin and for-
merly of the vaude team of Collins and
Anger, of a heart attack in Philadelphia
January 11. Survived by his widow,
Mary.

COUTTS—John E,, 61, retired producer
and vaudeville agent, formerly of New
York, at St. Francis Hospital, Miami
Beach, Fla, January 6. Survived by his
widow. Mass In St. Mary’s Church,
Milami, with interment in Woodlawn
Cemetery there.

DICKERSON—Edward W., 58, Atlantic
City night club operator, of a heart at-
tack December 29 at his home there. He
operated the Canteen Cafe at the resort.
Services in Atlantic City, with interment
at Pleasantville (N. J.) Cemetery Jan-
uary 3.

DOWNING—Mrs. Thomasina, former
actress and mother of Harry Downing,
Boston booking agent, at her home in
that city January 5.

HAAS—Hugo, 565, formerly one of the
original Four Haas Brothers, bar act, in
Hines Veterans’ Hospital, Chicago, Janu-
ary 8. At one time he was a pyro-techni-
cian for Thearle-Duffield Fireworks, Inc.,
and moreé recently was with the FBI in
the <Chicago district. Survived by a
brother, Oscar, Sedalia, Mo. Following a
mlilitary service body was interred in
Maywood (Ill.) Cemetery.

HUTTON—Jacqueline, 19, actress

Charles King

Charles King, 49, stage and
screen actor and singer, January
11 in London of pneumonia cone
tracted aboard ship en route from
New York to England to entertain
soldiers with a USO troupe.

He began his career at the age
of 12 as an amateur at Miner’s
Bowery Theater, New York, and
later became a song-plugger in
burlesque houses. His next job
was in a blackface act with Bob
Higgins. In 1909 he had a small
role in the Winter Garden’s
Mimic World, which was followed
by an engagement in George M.
Cohan’s A Yankee Prince, with
Elizabeth Brice for a partner. His
His sisters, Nellie and Mollie King,
entered vaudeville, and he teamed
with them for a time.

Some of the shows in which
he appeared were Cohan’s The
Little Millionaire and Little Nellie
Kelly;, 1921 edition of George
White’s Scandals, Ziegfeld Follies,
Hit the Deck, Branded Men, Re-
mote Control, Present Arms and
others.

He popularized the songs Sing-
ing in the Rain and Happy Days
Are Here Again, and in 1929 starred
in MGM's Broadway Melody, the
first fully synchronized musical
in the early talkie days. Other
early movies included The Holly-
wood Revue, Chasing Rainbows
and The Girl From the Stage.

When Hollywood veered from
musicals about 1931, lean years
followed for King, and he was
forced into bankruptcy in 19835.
After six years in night clubs and
vaude, he made a comeback on
Broadway in Panama Hattile.
When the U. S. entered the war
he began entertaining with USO
units. He was an officer in the
Marine Corps in the World War I.

Surviving are his widow, Mrs.
Lila Rhodes King; two daugh-
ters, Helen and Lila King; a son,
Joseph, in the navy, and a sister,
Mrs, Thomas Claffey, Washing-
ton. Military services at Brook-
wood Cemetery, near Woking,
Surrey, England.

in

The Final Curtain

the soldier play Direct Hit, at Lawrence,
Mass., December 28.

KLAW-—Alonzo, 58, retired New York
theatrical producer and son of the late
Marc Klaw, of the theatrical firm of Klaw
& Erlanger, in Winter Park, Fla., January
12 after a long illness. "He studied art as-a
young man and went into theatrical pro-
duction where he often designed his own
settings. For the play, Hell-Bent for
Heaven, he made a personal tour of the
mountain regions of North Carolina to
collect furnishings for a mountain cabin
setting. Survived by his widow, Mrs.
Alma Ash Klaw, chairman of the Schools
Motion Picture Committee, New York,
and active in the operation of the New
York Stage Door Canteen; a son, Sgt.
Spencer Klaw, U. S, Army, and a daughter,
Margaret Whitney. Body will be cremated
and the ashes taken to Carmel, N. Y.

LAMB—Tom, brother-in-law of Tom-
mie Warren and Cortus Henderson and
well known among show people, follow-
ing a heart attack in St. Joseph Hospital,
Paris, Tex., December 11. Interment in
Evergreen Cemetery there.

LE LENKO—Amil, 27, killed instantly in
an auto accident December 28 while en
route from Pittsburgh to his home in
New Castle, Pa. He started in show bust-
ness several years ago with a Major Bowes
unit, and the last falr season was asso-
ciated with Klein’s Attractions, of New
Waterford, O, in the capacity of emsee
and impersonator. He leaves his parents
and three sisters. Burial in New Castle
December 31.

LOEW-——Jack, proprietor of the Gayety
Theater, Boston, and a brother of E. M.
Loew, New England independent theater
circuit operator, in Boston recently.
Survived by his widow and two children.

McCARRON-—John, 68, company man-

ager of Brooklyn Academy of Music spe-
cial shows and events and former secre-
tary-treasurer of Association of Theatrical
Agents and Managers, in New York Jan-
uary 9 of a heart attack. He was secre-
tary-treasurer of ATAM since it was
founded in 1928-1938. Services at St.
Malachy's Church, New York, January 12.

McCRABB—Ray, 57, for many years
road man with traveling burlesque at-
tractions and in recent years electrician
and maintenance man at various down-
town Cincinnati theaters, last at the
Strand Telenews, in that city January
13 following a stroke. Services January

17, with interment in Spring Grove
Cemetery, Cincinnati, His widow, Nellie,
survives,

McGOLDRICK—Edward, 69, the last
surviving member of the original Dumont
Minstrels, following a long illness at St.
Luke’s and Children’s Medical Center,
Philadelphia, January 6. He was asso-
ciated with the theater since he was 14
years old and known as the “Boy Basso”
when he sang with the Dumont show.
He was with the troupe 16 years and later
sang In musical comedy and vaudeville,
appearing on Keith's and other circuits.
Altho he retired from the stage some time
ago he continued to sing and entertain
at the Minstrel Tavern, a night club in
Upper Darby, Pa. operated by his son,
Edward Jr. Besides his son he is sur-
vived by his widow, Mrs. Caroline V.
Services January 11 at Highland Park, Pa.

NOBLE—Johnny, 51, one of the best
known and most prolific of Hawail's
native composers, January 14 in Honolulu.
Among his works were For You a Lei, King
Kamehameha, Want To Learn To Speak
Hawaiian and Little Grass Shack in
Kealakalkau Hawaii. He led a band at
the Moana Hotel, Honolulu, for 17 years.
Surviving are his widow and daughter.

NORTH—George T. 68, last charter
member of the IATSE, Local 20, St. Paul,
January 11 in St. John’s Hospital there
after a brief illness with pneumonia. He
Joined the stagehands’ union in 1894, and
served as secretary of Local 20 for almost
a quarter of a century. He had worked
in theaters in Duluth, Minn., Los An-
geles and St. Paul. Services January 14,
with burial In Oakland Cemetery, St.
Paul. under auspices of the Masons. Sur-
vived by his widow, Florence, and a
brother, William, of Minneapolis.

O'DONNELL—Staff Sgt. James J., for-
mer manager of RKO’s 23d Street Theater,
New York, in action over Bremen, Ger-
many, last October. A Memorial Service
Mass was sung January 14 at St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, New York.

PARKER—Fred Bryant, 80, former as-
semblyman, leader of the Republican
Party in Genesee County many years and
prominent in Genesee County and New
York State fair circles, in Batavia (N. Y.)

hospital January 6. He was born at
Elba, N. Y., November 4, 1863. An ac-
complished horseman, he was owner and
breeder of fine horses, both riders and
hunters. His equine interest led to the
annual Batavia Horse Show, held as part
of Genesee County Fair. His interest in
fairs extended to the last century; in
fact, to his youth, when he was eight
and obtained his first job at the Batavia
fair in checking coats. He was treasurer
of Batavia fair in 1889-'95 and in 1914
became its secretary, serving in that post
until well into the 1920s. He had served
as president, secretary and treasurer of
the fair society. He was on the New
York State Falr Commisison in 1915-"31
and also was in charge of the up-State
New York exhibit at the New York
World’s Fair, 1939-’40. Surviving are the
widow, a daughter and three grandchil-
dren,

William Collier

William Collier, 77, playwright,
veteran of 60 years on the stage
and screen, and father of William
.(Buster) Collier Jr., of the Wil-
llam Morris Agency, at his home
in Beverly Hills, Calif., January
14 of complications following
pneumonia. In poor health for
two years, the actor-playwright
who began his career after run-
ning away from home at the age
of 11, had been in a critical con-
dition for nearly a month.

His career as a performer was
linked with that of many of
world’s outstanding actors, in-
cluding Weber and Flelds, Lillian
Russell, Sam Bernard and David
Warfield. Collier made his first
appearance with a children’s
opera company, playing H. M. S.
Pinafore. Before going to Holly-
wood to play in the old Mack Sen-
nett productions, Collier played
in stage productions in England,
on the Continent and on Broad-
way.

He was with George M. Cohan
in Hello, Broadway and wrote and
played in Cotton Time. He also
appeared in George White’s sec-
ond Scandals, the first Vanities
and Sweetheart Time. Film ap-
pearances included Valiant Is the
Word for Carrie, Thanks for the
Memory and Disputed Passage.

Funeral services in the Church
of the Recessional, Forest Lawn
Memorial Park, Glendale, Calif.,
January 15. Besides his son he
leaves his widow,

‘aire with many shows.

ROBINSON—Charles S. (Doc), 68,
owner of Robinson’s Silver Minstrels
which operated thru Virginia and the
Carolinas, following a heart attack In
Veterans’ Hospital, Fayetteville, N. C.,
January 2. Survived by his widow, Mrs.
Margaret A. Robinson; two sisters and a
brothers. Interment in Woodlawn Ceme-
tery, Knoxville.

ROTHE—Anita, 77, retired legit actress
and widow of James Kearney, in the Home
for Incurables, Bronx, N. Y., January 9.
Her first stage appearance was in the pro-
duction of Nero at Niblo’s Garden, and in
1890’s she played with Mrs. John Drew
in The Rivals and The Road to Ruin. She
was later seen in The Husbands of Leon=
tine at the Madison Square Theater, New
York, and appeared in the original cast
of Capilain Jinks of the Horse Marines
with Ethel Barrymore at the Garrick
Theater, New York. For many years she
was a member of Miss Barrymore's com-
pany, appearing in Cousin Kate, Lady
Frederick, Her Sister, Mrs. McChesney,
The Kingdom of God and Scarlet Sister
Mary. Her last appearance was in a re-
vival of Sheridan’s School for Scandal,
also with Miss Barrymore at the Barry-
more Theater, New York. She retired
from the theater in 1940 and became a
guest at the Actors’ Pund Home, Engle-
wood, N. J. Services under the auspices
of the Actors’ Fund of America at Walter
B. Cooke’s chapel, New York, with inter-
ment in the family plot in Kensico Ceme-
tery, Westchester, N. Y.

WELCH—Charles E,, 64, former vaude-
ville monologist who worked the circuits
on his leaves of absence from The Times-
Union, Rochester, N. Y., where he had
been employed as a reporter and political
writer for 2b years, in Rochester January

10. Survived by his widow, Anna Tem-
merman Welch; three daughters, Sister
Stella Regina, of the Sisters of St. Joseph;
Mrs. Fred J. Zaunick, Angeltown, Tex.,
and Rosemary Welch; a son, Charles J.

Welch, and two brothers, William,
Geneva, N. Y. and James, Rochester,
N. Y.

WHEELER—Harry B. (Pop), in his late
70’s, January 10 at his home in Kenmove,
N. Y. Wheeler had been a concession-
His widow and
several sons survive.

WRIGHT-—Charles Rial, 59, former
tenor soloist with the Neal O’Brien and
J. R. Van Arnam minstrels, at his home
in Syracuse January 10. Survived by
three brothers, Dr. George L., Bartholo-
mew and Leroy H. Wright, and a sister,
Anne Wright. Services in St. Anthony
of Padua Church, Syracuse. Interment
in St. Agnes Cemetery there.

Marriages

CALU-KAD; gt. Tone Calu, nonpro,
and Eleanor Kade, Philadelphia night
club singer, in Wilmington, Del,, Janu-
ary 3.

COOPERMAN-KAPLAN — Alex Cooper-
man, booker for Universal Pictures Cor-
poration in Philadelphia, and Irene Kap-
lan, nonpro, in that city, January 9.

DIXON-CURRY—Sgt, James L. Dixon,
in charge of theater at Reception Center,
Fort McPherson, Ga., to Olivia Irlene
Curry, professional, at First Presbyterian

‘Church, Atlanta, January 16.

KAYE-EVANS — Don Kaye, orchestra
leader, currently appearing at the St.
Francis Hotel, San Francisco, to Eliza-
beth A. Evans, nonpro, January 5 in Del
Monte, Calif,

LADD-SMITH—Robert Ladd, drummer
with the Lawrence Welk orchestra, and
Arlone Smith, nonpro, January 5 at Tay-
lorville, 111,

LEVY-SAYKIN — Bernard Levy. Con-
necticut manager for Lieberman Theater
Circult and manager of Proven Pictures
Theater in Hartford, Conn., to Alice Say-
kin, nonpro, at Temple Beth El in
Springtield, Mass., January 9.

McCALLION-MARLOW — Pvt. Jimmy
McCallion to Nora Marlow, actress, in
New York recently.

MESMAN-DIAMON—Corp. Frank Mes-
man, nonpro, and Esther Diamond, as-
sistant to Edgar Moss, branch manager
for 20th Century-Fox Film Corporation
in Philadelphia, in that city, Decem-
ber 30.

PORTER-COOPER — Roland Porter,
candy butcher, and Victoria Cooper,
dancer, December 21 in Toledo. Both are
in burlesque.

SANFORD-EATON — Warren H. San-
ford, entertainer, to Bernadine Jeanette
Eaton, painist, in Greenwich, Conn., No-
vember 15.

SHEPPARD-UNGER — Frank R. Shep-
pard, with Bantly’s All-American and
Cetlin & Wilson shows the past season,

to Ellen Unger, formerly of James E,

Strates and Cetlin & Wilson shows, in
‘Waycross, Ga., December 31.

TUCKER - POWELL — Lieut. Orrin
Tucker, former band leader now in the
navy, and Jill Powell, model, January 12
in Chicago.

WALKER-MANNERS — Lieut. William
J. Walker, of the army air forces, to
Lucille Manners, concert soprano and
radio star, January 6 at Short Hills,

" Birdhs

A daughter, Elaine Joy, to Mr. and
Mrs, Henry Stella December 26 at Farm-
Ingham, Conn. Parents are Earl and
Elaine, ballroom dancers.

A son, David Lee, to Mr. and Mrs. Her-
bert Gillis, December 29, at the Lying-In
Hospltal, Philadelphia. Father is a booker
for 20th Century-Fox Film Corpora-
tion in that city.

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE ey
PROBATE DIVORCEand ADMIRALTY DIVISION
{DIVORCE)

MRS. DUDLEY FOSTER

believed to be residing in the United States
of America,

TAKE NOTICE that a Petition for Divores by
Vera Kathleen Hadley of 7, Glenmore Road,
Minehead, Somerset, has been filed indorsed with
a notice to you that you are entitled within fifty
days after the date of this publication to apply
upon summons at the Divorce Registry, Somerset
House, for leave to appear, intervene in this
cause, and answer the charges therein. In de-
fault of your so doing the Court will bear the
evidence and pronounce judgment.

DE €. PEREIRA, Registrar,

Messrs. Reed & Reed, 1, Guildhall Chambers,
Basinghall Street, London, E. €. 2, Salicltors.
L
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SLA Kicks Off
On Active Year

Member Drive Is Hot

CHICAGO, Jan. 15—~Showmen'’s League
of America is well launched on its 1944
season, which bids falr to be" especlally
active. With the holiday season past,
- President Floyd E, Gooding has had an
opportunity to confer with other officers
and outline the year’s program.

League will again be active in raising
funds for the Red Cross, and a repree
sentative committee of outdoor show=-
men has been named to conduct the 44
drive. Servicemen’s committee, which
supervises sending packages to members
in armed service, is again in the hands
of William Carsky and Bernard Mendel-
son, who did a swell job in 1943. Mem-
bership committee has made an excellent
start and hopes to top last year’s record.

New Committee Line-Up

Personnel of the committees: Ways and
means, G. L. Wright, chairman; Ernest
(Rube) Liebman, co-chairman; M. J.
Doolan, George A. Golden, Sam Gordon,
J. C. Mé&cCaffery, Harold Paddock, Michael
Rosen, Jack Ruback, George Terry, Ned
E. Torti, M. M. (Neil) Webb,

Finance, Fred H. Kressmann, chaire
man; M. H. Barnes, Leo Barrington, Wil-
lam Carsky, J, W, Conklin, Charles G.
Driver, S. T. Jessop.

Entertainment, William Carsky, chalre
man; Arthur F. Briese, coO-chairman;
(See SLA in Active Year on page 34)

New Miami Club
Gets Into Stride

MIAMI, Jan, 15.—At the first regular
meeting of the new Milami Showmen’s
Club in the rooms, 236 West Flagler
Street, the 168 members present were
told that the membership was now 282.
Photos were taken of the meeting, pre-
sided over by President David B. Endy,
and all officers were in their chalrs, re-
ported Acting Secretary Milton S. Paer.

A board of directors of 25 will outline
and guide policies. Wilbur Shaffer was
named assistant secretary. Jack Moore,
who was elected as counsel, is preparing
by-laws for adoption. Ralph N. Endy
has been named chairman of the filnance
committee, Max Kimmerer chairman of
the relief committee. Eddie Hacket heads
the membership and Maxie Herman the
entertainment committees. C. W. (Chick)
(See Miami Club‘ Growing on page 34)

CORP. CWEN LEWIS, WAC, at
Station Hospital Laboratory, Camp
Upfon, N. Y., is granddaughter of the
late Fred Lewis, noted show builder
and carver of fronts and pioneer op-
erator of Venetian Swings. Her father
is of candy floss note and she for-
merly trouped with the Johnny J.
Jones Exposition.

ED LI

. tertained during the holidays.

:

OFFICERS INSTALLED in combined posts of the consolidated Regular

Associated Troupers and Men's Auxiliary at open house in
Walker Building, Los Angeles, December 31.

the clubrooms,
Left to right: Minnie Pounds,

second vice-president; Ruth Korte, substitute for Ruth McMahon, vice-president,
who was absent; Herb Sucher, second vice-president; Babe Miller, president;
Joe Krug, first vice-president; Estelle Hanscom, past president; Betty Coe, first
vice-president; Walton de Pellaton, secretary-treasurer. Vera Downie, secretary=

treasurer, was absent because of illness.

Alamo Is All Set
For Feb. Shove-Off

SAN ANTONIO, Jan. 15.—Alamo Expo-
sitlon Shows' winter quarters’ work has
been completed for the opening in Feb=-
ruary. New rides, Tilt-a-Whirl, Merry-
Go-Round and Comet Streak are ready
in quarters, reported Ted Custer. Mr.
and Mrs. Jack Turner will be in charge
of special work ahead. Louis (Blackie)
Ringgold, general representative, is work-
ing on a route calculated to conserve
gas and Trubber. Owner-Manager Jack
Rubaek has added several more trucks
for riding devices. Albert Wright, legal
adjuster, on the West Coast, will arrive
soon.

Mr, and Mrs, Bill Williams, who pur-
(See Alamo Ready jor Feb, on page 34)

Marks Augmenting

RICHMOND, Va., Jan. 15. — John H.
Marks, head of the shows bearing his
name, has contracted with the Inter-
national Harvester Company for rebuild-
ing of all his motorized equipment by
the first week in April. This decision
was made when he was shown the ap-
parently almost new working of his
Diesel plants, which were rebuilt by the
Lewis Engineering Company during early
winter. Show, which was cut in size
during the 1943 tour, is to be returned
to its former proportions when it takes
the road. Several rides left in quarters
last year are being gone over. T. A.
(Red) Schulz will again be in charge of
tickets and front gate.

Gay Way Debut Trek

Turns in Big Winner

MACON, Ga., Jan. 15.—J. L. Johns,
owner, and Bill Brown, manager of the
Gay Way Shows, have returned to their
homes here after closing the shows De=
cember 18 in Crestview, Fla. First sea=
son for the new show, 37 weeks, was
a big winner, Johns sald, and reopening
will be in Crestview March 4.

Some equipment was stored in a builde
ing leased in Crestview and part was
returned to permanent quarters here.
Some trucks were brought here for over-
hauling, as well as Funhouse and Monkey
Show with 30 monkeys. Ernest Rice,
Perris Wheel foreman, is supervising work
(Sce Gay Way Big Winner on page 34)

O’Brien Leases Theatorium
Location on Miami Avenue

MIAMI, Jan, 15~Opening on Miami
Avenue near the Capitol Theater, the
traveling museum operated by W. J.
O'Brien has a front similar to a theater,
with lobby and silk-fringed marquee over
sidewalk, and is billed as the Theato-
rium.

Management plans to stay here until
Revere Beach, Mass., opens May 12, Frank
Lentini is with the show, which is being
strengthened for the summer season. Doc
H. Murray Coe, who is managing the
unit, is now in the North. Owner
O'Brien, who has leased the location,
plans an arcade thru the summer and
fall seasons here.

Visitors’ Swoop

to Los Area

Sparks Clubs’ Social Rounds

LOS ANGELES, Jan, 15.—Soctal activi-
ties of the winter so far have surpassed
those of all previous years. Rooms Of
the Pacific Coast Showmen's Association
and Auxiliary, Regular Associated Troup-
ers and Bristol Hotel have seen visiting
showfolks descend upon Southern Cali-
fornia for vacations and be royally en-
Dozens
of room parties in the hotel and parties
in homes have been held. Mecca for
many has been the rooms of Lucllle
King, in for a vacation of two months
from Mission Beach. Madge Buckley is
on a two-month vacation at the Bristol
from her home in Seattle. Virginia
Kline, Salem, Ore, after visits in Chi-
cago and Kangas City, spent threg weeks

at the Bristol and held open house
nightly. Babe and Moxie Miller, Mission
Beach, spent week-ends at the Bristol.
Estelle and Elmer Hanscom's rooms were
popular, with buffet luncheons prepared
by her.

Among other “millionaires from Mis-
sion Beach” whose roomms were enter-
tainment centers were Violet and Herb
Sucher, Lill and Moe Eisemann, Babe and
Mike Herman, Frank and Fern Redmond
and Mr. and Mrs. Joe Mettler. Hosts
from Kansas City, Mo., were Art and Bird
Brainerd, on a vacation at the Bristol.
From Salem, Ore, came Viola Schafer.
FProm San Francisco came Mike Krekos,
Leo Leos and Mr. and Mrs, Harry Meyers;
from Dallas, Jean and Frank Yagla; from

NES PULL SIGS

RAS Signs
State Fairs

ST. LOUIS, Jan. 15.—Carl J. Sedlmayr,
general manager and co-owner of the
Royal American Shows, sald here on
Tuesday, while he was en route to the
Minnesota Fairs® meeting in St. Paul,
that he had contracted to furnish mlid-
way attractions at these 1944 fairs: An-
derson (Ind.) Free Fair; North Wisconsin
District Falr, Chippewa Falls; Tri-State
Fair, Superior, Wis.; Minnesota State
Fair, St, Paul; Kansas Free Fair, Topeka;
Oklahoma State Falr, Oklahoma City;
Mississippt  State Falr, Jackson, and
Louisiana State Fair, Shreveport. Several
other large annuals pending are expected
to be signed in the next few weeks, he
said,

Due to recent acquisition of part of
the former- RAS equipment, the two
owners have combined much of that
equipment with the best of the former
Rubin & Cherry Exposition to organize
a larger major show, Sedlmayr said.

A crew has been in winter quarters
there since the show closed in Caruthers-
ville, Mo., last October, has been aug-
mented since first of the year and much
work Is being done under supervision
of Sam Solomon, business manager and
co-owner. Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Tre-
turned to Caruthersville January 4 after
spending Christmas week in St. Louis.
Manager Sedlmayr will attend several
State falr assoclation meetings, after
which he will go to his home in Miami
Beach for three weeks and thence to
winter quarters.

WM To Repeat at Two

NEW YORK, Jan. 15.— Maine State
Fair, Skowhegan, and Allentown (Pa.)
Falr have been inked by the World of
Mirth Shows, General Manager Max Lin~
derman announced. They're both repeats,
Skowhegan for the second year and Al-
lentown a long-time regular on the WM
circuit,

Illinois Fairs Contracted

ST. LOUIS, Jan. 15.—At the Illinois
fairs meeting, Springfield, January 6 and
7, Turner Bros.” Shows signed eight con-
tracts, reported C. Ray and Cecil G.
Turner. Lone Star Shows, owned by
Mr. and Mrs. J. R. McSpadden, got nine
contracts. K. H. Garman, owner and
general manager, contracted fairs at
Morrison, Oregon and Carthage, with
several others pending. Others who sald
they had landed contracts included Mike
Rosen, Buckeye ‘State Shows; Sam Fidler,
Fidler United Shows; John H. Maher and
Willlam (Red) McCoy, Maher's Mighty
Midway; Earl H. Bunting, Bunting
Shows, and Harry Small, Rogers Greater
Shows,

La Crosse Fair to Sheesley

ST. LOUIS, Jan. 15.—Vaughn Richard-
son, general agent of the Mighty Shees-
ley Midway, signed contracts last week
for that show to furnish midway attrac-
tions at the 1944 La Crosse (Wis.) Fair.
He also was awarded several other con~
tracts at the Indiana and Illinois fairs
meetings. He reported that rides, shows
and concessions which John M. Sheesley
is operating in his Pensacola (Fla.) win-
ter park have been doing excellent busi-
ness.

e ———
—————m———————

Hollywood, John (Spot) Ragland, Harold
Mook, Cecelia Kanthe and Ruth and Lou
Korte. Among others whose rooms and
homes were scenes of gayety were Ted
and Marlo LeFors, Joe and Ethel Krug,
Marge Kennedy, Ed and Inez Walsh,
Rosemary Loomis, Allerita Foster, Harry
and Martha Levine, Everett and Betty
Coe, Frances and Herb Dunn, Arthur
Hockwald, Helen Brainerd Smith,
Charles and Edith Walpert, Hunter and
Margaret Farmer, Sis Dyer, Ed and Birdle
Harris and Walton de Pellaton,

During a reunion of the Kline, Brain-~
(See Visitors Swoop on Los on page 34)
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George B. Flint, Hogan Hancock, Art
Frasik, Fred H. Kressmann, Ernest
(Rube) Liebman, Sam J. Levy, David P.
O’Malley. George Terry, Ned E. Torti,
Toby Wells, Boyle Woolfolk, Ernie A.
Young, Charles P. Zemater.

House, Max B. Brantman, chairman;
Sam Bloom, co-chairman; Oliver Barnes,
Jack Benjamin, James Campbell, Frank

Ehlenz, Charles H. Hall, Jack Hawthorne,
Vince McCabe, Irving Malitz, Ray S,
Oakes, Ralph R. Pope, Thomas Sharkey,
Harry B. Wheeler.

Funeral, Robert Seery, chalrman; Fred
F. Donnelly, Walter ¥. Driver, Nieman
Eisman, Charles H. Hall, William Hetlich,
Jack Pritchard.

Welfare, James Campbell, chairman;
Val Coogan, Charles H. Hall, Ernest
(Rube) Liebman, Louis Leonard, Jack

CONCESSIONS WANTED FOR
OCEAN BEACH PARK

at New London, Conn., in a beautiful $80,000.00 new recreation building. Can place a limited
number of CONCESSIONS. Flat rate or percentage. This building is located on beach front, in
very active defense area and is a playground for both civilians and service men stationed at the
Naval Base and Army Camps. Draws capacity day and night.

WRITE—WIRE—PHONE TODAY
Can also place 10 or 20 X-Ray Poker Tables on percentage. Wonderful opvortunity for right man.

JOSEPH GLOTH

103 BANK STREET (Phone: New London 8717) NEW LONDON, CONN.

Scott Exposition Shows

Opens 27th Season March 27, Atlanta, Ca.; then Marietta, Ca., one
block from Court House. Big Bomber Plant operating 24 hours daily.
Then follows Dalton, Ga. 30 Bed Spread Mills working day and night.
Clinton, Tenn., Big Defense Plant; Knoxville, Tenn., next; then Nashville,
Tenn., 2 weeks. Plenty Defense Work and Servicemen. Then Kentucky
Camps, Defense Works, Coal Mine Towns.

Want to buy for cash, Octopus and No. 5 Eli Wheel with or without
transportation. Want Painters, Carpenters and Builders, Ride Help that
Drive Semis. Top salaries. Want 7-Car Tilt Foreman. Smith & Smith
Chairplane Foreman. Showman and Concessionaires have plenty of space
to build and repair. Free quarters to those joining now. Address

C. D. SCOTT, Southeastern Fair Grounds, P. O. Box 1562,
Atlanta, Georgia

WANT

Foreman for Scooter; Charlie Watson, write. Foremen for Tilt-a-Whirl and

Roll-o-Plane. Ride Help, come on. Winter Quarters open and six rides
working in park here. Can use three high-class Grind Shows that won’t

conflict. Want capable Man to operate Arcade; good proposition. Ben Wells
and Harry Daniels, come on; will wire ticket. Nat Worman, superintendent.
Earl Kettering, Frank Zorda, communicate with us at once. Address all mail

MIGHTY SHEESLEY MIDWAY

San Carlos Hotel, Pensacola, Florida

DIXIE BELLE SHOWS

Now Booking and Contracting for 1944 Season
OPENING IN KENTUCKY APRIL 29TH

ALL Shows and Concessious open. Want to book Shows with own equipment. Good openin
small Cook House or Grab, Corn Game, Pitch-Till-Win, Fish Pond, Duck Pond, Puows?cnuﬁpi'if
Hoop-La, Penny Pitch, Ball Game, Pop-Corn, Cigarette Cork Gullery, Mitt Camp, Snow Ball, Pan
Game, Pea Pool, Under aund Over, Beat Dealer, Dart Game, Cane Rack, Watch-La, or WHAT
HAVE YOU?? Our Privilege is reasonable and a deposit will be required on all bookings. Want a
few Ride Men who will stay sober and cun drive good trucks, We will pay you a good salary if you
are & good Ride Man. We have six Rides to operate. Our winter quarters in Cloverport Ky., now
open and work is in progress. Shows and Concessions booking are welcome to go in there any time
to do their repair and paint work. Address:

LOUIS T. RILEY, Owner-Manager, P. O. Box #4837. Miam! 29, Fla., untl) March 4st.

ELITE EXPOSITION SHOWS

WILL OPEN IN APRIL
NOW BOOKING FOR SEASON 19%44

Want Shows with own outfit and transportation; very good proposition. ‘‘Count” Zatno, write. Will
book Octopus with transportation or will buy. Will book any major ride not conflicting with what
we have. an use Second Men on Merry-Go-Round, Ferris Wheel, Tilt-a-Whirl, Roll-c-Plane. Also
want Foéreman for Wheel; must be good and will pay good salary. For Sale—Loop-o-Plane with
five horse motor, femce, ticket box, electric arch, etc., $400.00. All address:

CHAS. ROTOLO, MGR.,, ARMA, KANSAS,

WANTED FOR ARCADE

Concessions of all kinds—Mug Joint, Jewelry, Cigarette and Gallery will clean up; others write.
Girls for Ball Game, Dart and Penny Pitches, Agent for Swing Ball, Paper Men that know how to
work, Arcade Mechanic that can and will keep machines running. Salary all you are worth; wire only.
Arcade in Mobile on Main Street, corner building, sixty foot front. Big defense town, thousands of
workers pass daily. Will buy good used Arcade Machines. State lowest price and condition first letter.

MGR. PLAYLAND ARCADE, BATTLE HOUSE, MOBILE, ALA.

Pritchard.

Cemetery, Edward A, Hock, chaliman;
M. H. Barnes, E. Courtemanche, Max
Goodman, Charles R. Hall, Harry A, Il-
lions, S. T. Jessop, Louis Keller, E. W.
Weaver.

Press, Nat S. Green, chairman; J. A.
Darnaby, Jack Grimes, Robert E. Hickey,
William H. Green, Frank B. Joerling,
Johnny J. Kline, William B. Naylor, Sam
R, Stratton, Leonard Traube, Sam L.
Ward.

Servicemen, William Carsky and Ber-
nard Mendelson.

Membership, Bernard Mendelson, Mor-
ris- Lipsky, James P. Sullivan, co-chalir-
men; Wayne R. Barlow, Earl H. Bunting,
John W. Chapman, Ralph J. Clawson, A,
R. Cohn, E. C. Drumm, Sam Feinberg,
Noble C. Fairly, Paul Flanagan, John W.
Gallagan, Harry Gaughn, George Golden,
Sam Gordon, William J, Goutermont,
Maurice Hanauer, Joe C. Harris, Harry W.
Hennies, Maxie Herman, Arthur R. ¥op-
per, Louls Leonard, Ernest (Rube) Lieb-
man, Ralph G. Lockett, R. L. Lohmar,
Andy Markham, Frank C, Miller, Warren
W. Murphy, J. D. Newman, Harold Pad-
dock, Earl H. Parks, I. J. Polack, Denny
Pugh, A. L, Putnam, L. C. Reynolds,
Michael Rosen, Harry Ross, H, B. Shive,
Harry Stahl, Lloyd I. Thomas, Ned E.
Torti, E, C. Velare, E. W. Weaver, A. J.
Weiss,

Trustees for Home

Showmen's Home trustees for the year
are B. S. Gerety, chairman; M, H. Barnes,
J. W. Conklin, M. J. Doolan, Frank P.
Duffleld, Max Goodman, W. R. Hirsch,
Sam J. Levy, R. L, Lohmar, J. C. Mc-
Caffery, E, Lawrence Phillips, Joe Rogers,
Sam Solomon, Clif Wilson.

J. C. McCaffery is again chairman of
the Red Cross War Relief Drive, and G.
L. Wright is co-chairman. Committee
members are W. D. Bartlett, O. C. Buck,
Oscar Bloom, Ray Marsh Brydon, Earl
H. Bunting, Willlam Carsky, Ralph J.
Clawson, Hadji Delgarian, Mel G. Dodson,
M. J, Doolan, Charles G. Driver, Frank
P. Duffield, David B. Endy, K. H. Gar-
man, John W, Gallagan, F. E. Gooding,
Sam Gordon, Nat S. Green, Harrv W.
Hennies, L, J. Heth, Vic Horwitz, S. T.
Jessop, Johnny J, Kline, Fred H. Kress-
mann, Louils Leonard, Ernest (Rube)
Liebman, R. L. Lohmar, Roy E. Luding-
ton, Vince McCabe, Michael Rosen, L. C.
Reynolds, Robert K. Parker, E. Lawrence
Phillips, Jack Ruback, John F. Reid, Nat
D. Rodgers, C. D. Scott, Carl J. Sedlmayr,
I. J. Polack, Henry N. Shelby, Denny
Pugh, John M. Sheesley, Willlam R.
Snapp, Harry Stahl, C. F. Zeiger, Harry
Marsh, Andy Markham, Charles E.
Miller, Ray S. Oakes, C. D. Odom.

ALAMO READY FOR FEB.

(Continued from page 33)

chased several more monkeys for their
Hollywood Circus, are training them in
quarters. Jerry, trained chimpanzee,
will again be used in War Bond drives
in cities played. Rosemary Ruback,
Sophie Mullens and Martha Rogers are
nightly visitors at the Showmen’s Club.
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Paluki spent several
days with Mr, and Mrs. Hubert Hall. Joe
Rosen reports continued good business
at Brazas and Laredo- streets with his
ride unit. New Year's party at the
Showmen’s Club was largely attended
and Clarence (Blackie) Tarkington, Lefty
Block and Jack Ruback were hosts,

Roland Smith, of show park note, who
has his show on Houston Street, said he
would have 100 more feet facing Houston
Street and would install more attractions
there. Tony Kitterman is expected from
Kansas City. Brownle Bishop, Arcade
Shows, who was a visitor, reported busi-
ness good. Red Baker and Blackie Mc-
Peet, who visited quarters, will be in
concession row again. Mr, and Mrs. M.
O. Willlams, who have their concessions
booked again, are in quarters. Personnel
of the show will be about the same as
last year’s. BIill Tank will be in charge
of front gate, with two assistants.

VISITOR SWOOP ON LOS

(Continued from page 33)

erd and Smith families in the hotel and
at the home of Helen Brainerd Smith
many forays were made to niteries of
Hollywood and ILos Angeles. Mr. and
Mrs. Art Brainerd, Virginia Kline and
Viola Schafer joined Helen Brainerd
Smith and her family in Ios Angeles.
“Spot” Ragland, after a three-week visit
to relatives in North Carolina, returned
New Year's Eve. Jean and Frank Yagla
returned from a visit to relatives in
Dallas on New Year’s Day. Mike Krekos,
en route to Gilman Hot Springs, spent
the week-end visiting the PCSA. Pvt.
Charles Marshall, after a furlough {n Los

Angeles, departeq for a cantonment at
Pittsburg, Calif. Ethel Henry returned
from a vacation with her family in Mis~
soula, Mont. After two weeks in Phoe=-
nix, Ariz, Louis Wall returned. The
writer is house guest of Mr. and Mrs,
Glenn H. Perry, San Diego.

Mr. and Mrs. Martin E. Arthur went
on a week's visit to San Francisco. Frank
and Vera Downie are on a short vacation
in Las Vegas, Nev. Claude and Leo