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HELPS PREVENT COIN MACHINE

MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS

FROM BECOMING

N OTHING is more liable to cause a company to do a
Humpty-Dumpty and “have a great fall” than to get its
capital frozen in side-line ventures like carrying its own
installment paper.

It will be doubly dangerous in the postwar period
when every dollar will have vital work to do in develop-
ing, building and promoting new lines.

Far safer, more sensible, more profitable for manu-
facturers to rely on CMAC to finance customer paper.
The same goes for Distributors, too!

Don'’t stymie the pace of your progress by freezing
an important part of your working capital where its
earning power is definitely limited. Call on CMAG
Financing to provide a means of keeping your funds
liquid and available for investment in getting your own
business off to a great postwar start.
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In addition to financing manufacturers and distribu-

—u

tor's sales CMAC also provides distributor financing
for the purchase of warehouse stocks of new equip-

ment—financing through manufacturers or distribu-

~urchase and sale of routes.

]
‘ tors of a substantial amount of the cost required for
1

\H *134 NORTH LA SALLE STREET:-CHICAGO 2:-ILLINOIS
A SPECIALIZED CREDIT AND FINANCING AGENCY FOR MANUFACTURERS AND DISTRIBUTORS OF COIN OPERATED MACHINES
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Portland Licks Teen-Age
Spook-Show All-Night Aches

PORTLAND, Ore., Oct. 28.—Portland
theater operators last week-end demon-
strated that they could cope with the
youth problem without interference by
police or enactment of any new ordi-
nances. Thus they avoided a repetition of

Brooklyn Hears
Song Shark Case

NEW YOREK, Oct. 28.—First reported
real “catch” in music industry’s attempt
to rid evil of song sharks, or those guys
who toss ads in mags in an attempt to
get would-be songwriters to send them
their poems, lyrics, or music plus $$$,
was hauled into United States District
Court, Brooklyn, last week. He was Noel
Davidson Baer, proprietor of Vanderbilt
Music Studiocs, Brooklyn, who it ig
claimed, has fleeced hopeful Tin-Pan-
Alleyltes of something I1ike $5,000 a
month. MPPA and SPA, former protec~
tive organization for publishers, latter
for writers, have attempted to_ fight the
evil.

Baer was indicted on wmaking false
promises of large profits, asking fees any-~
where from $35 to $85. Baer told, it is
claimed, one writer that he could see
about “$25,000 profit in the song.” Again,
“I can hear Kate Smith singing it.”
Or, “I personally, am going to take the
music to some of the biggest houses in
the city.” List of employees at Vander-
bilt, when discovered, according to the
indictment, turned out t0 be a truck
driver and a laborer. Among Baer's
clients were servicemen, according to
Herbert I. Sorin, assistant U. 8. attorney.

MPPA, thru Arthur Hoffman, chief in-
vestigator for the organization, testi-
fled and gave the association’s info on
Baer.

TRYOUT

Ability to Call

Stem Successes

-
D. C., Hub, Philly drama

viewers show they know

one when they see one

o
By Bob Frances

NEW YORK, Oct. 28-—With its issue
of September 30 The Billboard began
tabbing the local aisle-experts’ oplnions
on legit openings in Boston, Washington
and Philadelphia. The consensus is now
published with each out-
of-town review from
these three cities. Now,
with the season half
over (The Billboard skeds
the season as beginning
May 1, 1944, and ending
April 30, 1945), it is time
to check the individual
predictions of these local
drama experts against
the Stem success~failure record of the
plays which they judged.

Billard

the Friday-the-13th week-end when mid-
night spook shows brought thousands of
children downtown, scores of whom were
stranded, unable to get transportation
home until 5:30 a.m.

The spook-show episode had brought
demands for increased police interference
and for enactment of ordinance prohibit-
ing such midnight shows as might appeal
to juveniles. But the theater operators,
by their own actions, stepped in to clean
up an awkward situation.

They achieved this simply by denying
tickets to juveniles who would get out
of the show too late, unless accompanied
by adults.

The result was that last week-end,
while there was the usual crowd of high
school students downtown, it had pretty
well dispersed by midnight.

Four Steps Taken

The spook-show incident was followed
by a meeting of theater operators and
police officials in the office of Mayor
Earl Riley. At the meeting they agreed
to the steps that apparently solved the
youth problem:

1. That no person under 18 would be
admitted to a spook or other midnight
show unless accompanied by an adult.

2. That advertising of such shows
would carry this statement,

3. That the theaters would make extra
effort to keep out unaccompanied minors
and that the city would co-operate with
them., ’

4. That the theaters would follow a
general policy of refusing tickets to
minors at hours when they could not
see a show and be on their way home
before .curfew time.

Among those attending the meeting
were M. M. Mesher, assistant general
manager of Hamrick Evergreen Theaters;
Jack Matlack, manager of the Broadway
Theater, and J. J, Miller, secretary of the
Independent Theater Owners of Oregon.

On the same day the meeting was held
the municipal board of censorship met
under charge of J. O. Freck, vice-chair=

OWN CRI

Naturally, only opinions pertaining to
plays which reach the Stem are consid-
ered in the tally and the same method
is used as in compiling the Broadway
crix’s accuracy percentage averages. A
play that has achieved a run of 100 Stem
performances is rated a success, less than
that a failure. If an out-of-town expert
has voted “yes” on a subsequently fail-
ing play, he i{s obviously marked for a
wrong guess, and vice versa. A “No
Opinion” review is automatically marked
wrong, on the basis that it is a cric’s job
to be able to evaluate what he sees one
way or the other.

To date, Boston has passed upon five

Happy Birthday

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Life With
Father passes its fifth milestone
November 8 and the sticking to-
gether of the Day family for an-
other 12-month stretch will be
celebrated with another after-
show birthday party at the Em-
pire, Saturday (4). Father’s birth-
day parties have come to be an
outstanding perennial event on
the Stem (drinks and rich food
by Sherry soothed down to melo-
dizing by the Wilbur Sweatman
Trio). This year, hosts Oscar
Serlin, Howard Lindsay and Rus-
sell Crouse have good reasom to
celebrate. Here are a few arithe
metical reasons.

From Father’s unveiling, No-
vember 8, 1939 to date, the New
York company plus six road
troupes have racked up the stag-
gering gross of $7,753,298. Dur-
ing the past year the Broadway
take was over $644,000 with an
added $700,000 plucked from the
hinterlands. New York and road
grosses for the first four years
totaled $6,399,084. And these fig=
ures stem from admissions only,
without figuring stock, radio or
other odds and' ends of income.
The Serlin office estimates that
2,228,000 customers have looked
in on father’s antics at the Em-
pire, with another 3,000,000 pew-
sitters added to the record on his
cross-country treks,

Father has done all right by
his dramatizers and shows no
signs of letting up. The Billboard
wishes him and them many
happy returns of the day.

man. A large group of motion picture
viewers, who work under direction of the
‘board, criticized theater managements
for offering such shows as the spook pro=-
gram. After the meeting, Freck an-
nounced:

“If there is in the ordinances of the
city any legal authority for us as a board
to prohibit such occurrences, we shall do

. TABBED

shows which can be definitely tagged
for right or wrong guesses, Those in-
cluded in the tabulation are Career An-
gel, Love on Leave, Last Stop, Men To
the Sea and Our Fanny (retitled Odds
On Mrs. Oakley). All were Stem failures,
Three others have since preemed on
Broadway, I Remember Mame, Meet a
Body and Violet, but none has had time
to prove itself either way and therefore
can not yet be reckoned on,

Hughes Leads Hub

Of the Hub alisle-squatters, Eleanor
Hughes (Herald) saw four out of the five
(See Crix Tabbed on Ability on page 4)
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est Showbiz Hurdles

Peace brop’ll

Hit East First

West Coast will continue to
have folding dough long
after Stem starts pinching

9 -

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—V-E Day will
mean out-of-luck day for showbiz in
the East, with the possible exception
of radio, but the West Coast will con-
tinue to furnish ripe pickings for clubs,

) outdoors, legit, vaude
and the airwaves, ac-
cording to Wall Street
thinking. Reconversion
plans, which give top-
priority to the East be-
cause the war in Europe
is expected to end sooner
than the war agalnst
Japan, will mean slow

°  death to loose-spending
here but it’ll go on at the other side of
the continent.

Colonel Krug, new head of the War
Production Board has hammered home
his theory that controls will be stripped
from industry as soon as conditions per-
mit and analysts predict that ‘condi-
tions” will be riper sooner here for the
reconversion because the Coast will con-
tinue to.build for the Jap fight. And
as it comes, there is bound to be tem-
porary unemployment and tighter-fisted
(See Peace Will Have Showbiz on page 6)

AC Steel Pier
Wide Open to

Attractions

Sherman Loses Spot

ATLANTIC CITY, Oct. 30.—Bookings
for Frank P. Gravatt’s Steel Pier, which
buys an average of $200,000 a year in
bands, -acts, outdoor attractions and
other entertainment features, are out on
the open market. It means that Eddie
Sherman, who has handled this choice
account for many vyears, is nix. Steel
Pier, operating in full swing during the
summer, is one of the fattest booking
accounts in the country, and manage-
ment has admitted that as far as Sher-
man is concerned “no future bookings
are discussed.”

It finally leaked out that Sherman hit
@ snag as a result of what is commonly
known as “going Hollywood.” Sherman,
who manages Abbott and Costello, among
others, and is making his own movies as
Biltmore Productions, is reported to have
sent a “sassy” letter to Frank Elliott,
who is In charge of the pier’s Music Hall.

Impasse is reported to have been the
result of the pier preeming Sherman’s
A WAVE, ¢ WAC and a Marine movie
the past summer. While Elliott will not
disclose the reason for or contents of
the letter in question, it is said to con-
cern the rental of thye film and length of
run, in both cases said to be unsatis-
factory to Sherman.

Apart from the fact that this might
mean losing one of the most important
booking accounts in the business after
having a solid “in” for so many years,
feud is all the more surprising because
of the part Elliott played in the Abbott
and Costello saga. Elliott not only gave
the comedy team its “break,” bringing

(See Sherman Loses Pier on page 54)
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Army I.ﬂligin’r
FCC Report

NBC trots out full regalia
for present allocation and

movie man makes CBS gasp -

(]

WASHINGTON, Oct. 30.—CBS’s con-
tention that both FM and tele should
be pushed skyhigh looked like a good
bet today after Kenneth A. Norton,
Army Air Force engineer and former FCC
trouble shooter, put a big stack of the
blue dhips on higher frequencies for both
FM and video at FCC hearings Saturday
(28).

Chairman Fly, meanwhile continued %o
vie for hearing spotlight with virtually
authenticated report that he will close
vp shop here in the very mear future
to join Benton & Bowles on a part-time
basis and open his own law office in New
York’s RCA Building. Fly was still keep-
ing a tight lip on his plans today but
The Billbourd had it on good authority
that these are Fly’s plans. Further tip
was his prodding of witnesses last week
to speed up hearings so that wind-up
can be reached this week, possibly by
Wednesday (1). )

Air force skyways specialist dropped
his time bomb after RCA-NBC wheeled
up their biggest guns earlier last week
to hold the line for present tele levels.
H. H. Beverage, Elmer Engstrom, George
Beers, Thomas Koyce, O. B. Hanson,
Phillip Merriman and Niles Trammell,
all took the stand to back up RCA Chief
Engineer C. B. Jolliffe’s contention that
it would take five or more years to de-
velop new tele system if FCC should
vote the service into higher frequency.

Talks With Stimson Okay

Talking with written consent of War
Secretary Henry A. Stimson, Norton re-

(Sce CHIPS ARE DOWN on page 11)

TONY PASTOR

Still Pastor-ized, Still
Grade-A Musical Nutrition

ONY PASTOR has been in big-time al-
most from his first musical toot, a year

‘after he started playing that thing called

the sax, and at one time during Artie Shaw’s
illness he was the entire sax section of the
great Shaw band. He’s been
making with the noise ever
since he hit the cymbals
(they say he was 6 then)
in the Middletown (Conn.)
town band.

He’s as sock on one-
nighters (he’s been making
a whale of them) as he is
on locations like the hotels
Pennsylvania and Lincoln,
New York (he was there for Maria Kramer
for seven months).

The Pastorized brand of notes are just
as swell for listening as they are for toe-
tickling and that’s what makes his sending
just as sock in ballrooms as it is on the
stage of such theaters as the Paramount,
New York; Stanley, Pittsburgh, and Capitol,
Washington.

While records are tough to hold these
days, his Hamid’s Pier, Atlantic City, take
it still tops for that show spot.

Tony’s going right on pouring .out the
stuff from the top of the bottle. His boys
get smoother every day they play together
and he’s managed to keep the cream of his
sidemen right with him all the way thru.
There’s .a reason, he was one of them him-
self not so long ago and the boys know
that Tony Pastor will continue delivering
what the squares and the crewcuts want.
In 21 months he’s been off the stand only
15 days and that was for an “ordered
vacation.”

It takes that extra something. to con-
tinue dishing it out week after week, and
when the disk ban is a memory Pastor’s

Jdisking will once again top the pop chart,

as he tops flesh stuff now.

IPS ON FM & TELE HF

Miller in German

NEW YORK, Oct. 28. — Major
Glenn Miller, according to reports
here, is now broadecasting from
London to German people for the
army in a series of propaganda
programs. During his first three
months overseas Miller’s Army Air
Force band is said to have put
on 165 broadcasts and 89 personal
appearances for troops in Eng-
land.

Mel Powell, Miller’s pianist, is
now heard on four 15-minute
programs & week on the allied
expeditionary forces net, while
Strings With Wings, Miller's
string section does two half-hour
shows on same net. Once a week
the entire band broadcasts from
the Queensbury Club, London.

Another Air House
Maestro Seeks $$
Via Road Tour Route

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28.—Aiming to
follow in the footsteps of Jan Savitt, a
one-time predecessor at the radio studio,
Johnny Warrington will junk hisg career
as musical director of WCAU with the

\new year and will take his band out on

the road for a fling at the name band
whirl. Road tour is being lined up now
by Music Corporation of America for
Warrington, who arranged for Savitt,
Vaughn Monroe and other big names be-

fore taking the local radic post.

Upon quitting the station, Warring=~
ton’s desk will be taken over by Elliot
Lawrence, a new name for the ork whirl,
1t’s the adopted moniker for Elliot Broza,
son of Stan Lee Broza, program mal-
ager of the station. Originally starting
off as a short-hair, leading the swing
band at the University of Pennsylvania
campus, and earlier featuring a jam band
of juves on his father’s children’s hour
on the station, young Broza has become
longhair in recent years. For radio, he’ll
once again cut his hair and fashion his
studio band along modern and rhythmic
lines,

WCAU has been viewed as a stepping
stone for name-band fame when Jan
Savitt left the studio a half dozen years
ago for the road. Joey Kearns, former sax
ace with Bob Crosby’s band, was brought
in later to school at the studie but the
army cut his career short.: Warrington,
who arranged and played tenor sax for
Kearns, then received the nod to take
over the podium.

Window Tapping Out
In Des M. Niteries

DES MOINES, Oct. 28—Two o’clock
window tapping at Des Moines taverns
is a thing of the past, with local author-
ities cracking down on night spots stay-
ing open beyond the 1 a.m. closing law.

Police recently started making the
rounds shortly after 1 a.m. to enforce the
city law.

Many of the spots have been locking
their doors at 1 a.m. but letting late-
comers who knock on the door come in
for additional business. As a result,
window or door tapping has been a fre-

quent pastime with night club late- .

comens.

Several of the operators objected to
enforcement of the 1 am. curfew and
appealed to City Safety Commissioner
Charles Triplett, who isst 7 strict orders
for all activity to stop at 1 a.m. and fold
shop. The operators claimed they could
serve customers within as long as they
were thirsty, but it was ruled out.

The enforcement affected all the spots

except Mommie’s, which runs on a two-~
hour basis on a restaurant license altho
Other operators have
been unsuccessful in getting the place

it is a key place.

closed at 1 a.m,, claiming that any cus-
tomer who raps on the window and dis-

plays a two-bit piece is allowed to enter.

Crix Tabbed on
Ability To Pick

Stem Successes

(Continued from page 3)
shows and tagged them right for a top
score of 100 per cent. L. A. Sloper
(Monitor) is right behind, with.three
shows judged—ang all of them right—
for another 100 per cent tally. Elliot
Norton (Post) and Peggy Doyle (Ameri-
can) covered all five, but each missed
on one, for a total of 80 per cent apiece.

Helen Bager (Traveler) is right behind
with a 75 per cent average for three oug
of four Judged right. Leo Gafiney
(Record) thumbed two out of three
right for a net of 662/3 per cent, and
Cyrus Durgin (Globe) 1s at the foot of
the current list with three wrongs and
two rights, which tote up to 40 per cent.
Scores of the pinch-hitting experts are
hot included, as none of them covered
sufficiently to give an over-all picture
worth rating. Their records, however,
are being kept and their totals will be
announced when they come more com-
pletely into the picture. ’

D. C. Crix Have Three Chances

The Washington crix have had a crack
at three Stem offerings. Ten Little In-
dians, of course, is in the success class.
While the Sun Shines and Our Fanny
(Oakley) flopped. Soldier's Wife came
in too recently to be counted. Nelson
Bell (Post) leads the Washington crix
league so far, with three right guesses
for 100 per cent. Andrew Kelley (Daily
News), Jay Carmody (Star) and John
Maynard (Times-Herald) are tied, with
one wrong apiece, at 662/3 per cent.

Philly Rating on Twoe Only

In Philly the tab is simple. Only two
openings can be considered at the mo-
ment, Ten Little Indians and Catherine
Was Greal, both currently in the hib
class. Philly also had a look at Soldier’s
Wife and Bloomer Girl, which are still
Stem newcomers. Edward Schloss
(Record) tops the list with two rights
for the 100 per cent tally. Linton Mar-
tin  (Inquirer), George Sensenderfer
(Bulletin) and Jerry Gaghen (Daily
News) break even at 50 per cent each.

Of course, ratings change from month
1o month as new shows fold or stick to
the Stem long enough to get on the
bandwagon. Wife and Bloomer are ob-
viously Broadway naturals and the boys
in Philly all tabbed them with a thumb-
-up. Same goes for the Hub on Mama,
and with all of three towns on other in-
coming items.

« It is the intention of The Billboard to
print these tabulations monthly so that
the trade will have a picture of each
critic’s accuracy in forecasting Broadway
successes and fatlures. This is the first
time a trade paper hag evaluated the
ability of the out-of-town crix to call ’em
correctly. Thru these tabulations every-
one in a try-out show will know Just
how important critics’ notices out of
town are. Another bit of guess-work is
being removed from showbiz.

UP Distribs Col
On Latin Showbiz

MEXICO CITY, Oct. 28.—J, H. Tamez,
of the Mexico City office of TUnited
Press, is writing a Latin American show-
biz column which is distributed to UP
clients in Mexico, South and Central
America.

Column is air-mailed weekly from

. . L] .
Musical Spoils
DETROIT, Oct. 28. — An un-

named German polka has been
added to the spoils of war thru
the action of a father-and-son
team. Benny Resh, who has the
band at Lee 'n’ Eddie’s (formerly
Saks Show Bar) here, is currently
playing a polka which was literal=-
ly captured from the ememy by
his son, Pfc. Johnny Resh, who
fronted his own band before ga-
ing into uniform.

Private Resh, who is in an anti-
aircraft Ybattery, recently shot
down a German plane. In going
thru the effects found on the
occupants, he discovered ~ the
polka written on the back of a
letter from some Fraulein to the
German flier, and sent the copy
on to his dad, who is arranging
it and using it in his own work
on the stand here.

Louis Cohan Doubles
As Booker-Manager

CHICAGQ, Oct. 28 —Louis W. Cohan,
in addition to being head of the act de-
partment of General Booking Office here,
branched out in a new field last week
when he became promotional director of
the Mayo Civic Auditorium, Rochester,
Minn.

Promotional plans set up by Cohan,
who will operate the venture as a sepa-
rate unit from CBO, calls for the book-
ings of rodeos, circuses, name bands and
roadshow attractions, all of which will
be handled thru CBO.

First shows set under the new banner
for the 4,000-seat auditorium and 1,500-
seat theater include Dr. Harlan Tarbell,
mentalist-magician, October 29;_ Jack
Holst and His Continental Round-Up,
November 4-5; Clyde Lucas and ork,
November 22, and Woody Herman, De-
cember 20.

Vietory Water Follies Okay

At Buffale’s Auditorium -

BUFFALO, Oct. 30.—Victory Water
Follies, sponsored at the Auditorium
here by the Shriners of Ismailia Temple
October 23-28, was an okay investment.
Show offered Buffaloians something dif-
ferent from the usual big shows, inas-
much as it combined Buster Crabhe
and an aquatic revue, with big-time
vaude acts, Ciro Rimac troupe, Boots
and Saddles, etc., a name band, Bobby
Sherwood and a two-hour dance after-
wards.

Set-up allowed seating of 8,425 per-
sons, and first two nights had about
6,000 attendance, Wednesday matinee
was light with 4,000. Chris Schwab,
Shrine treasurer, had near wsellouts for
final four performances. Advance sale
was good and higher-priced ducats sold
exceptionally well. Tickets ran from
85 cents to $3.50. Profits of show bene-
fited Buffalo Evening News Smokes for
Soldiers’ Fund and Shrine charities™

Mexico City to principal bureaus of UP
for redistribution.

Some of Tamez’s material is of Latin
American actors in the United States,
fed to him by Ralph Salazar, of the
New York bureau, and Nora Pardes, of
the Los Angeles staff.

God: If It’s Thy will
sacrifice his life that

STOCK TICKETS

that my son must

1 3 SPECIAL PRINTED
liberty might sur-

Cash with Order. Prices:

ROLLS 2,000 EACH.
Double Coupons.
Double Prices.

No C. O. D. Orders.
Size: Single Tkt., 1x2".

One Roll ..... $ 7B vive, then Thy will be done.

Five Rolls .... .00 A0 000l
Ten Rolls ..... 5.00 For

Fifty Rolls .... 17.00

100 Rolls.... 30.00

TICKETS

of Any Description, Write

THE TOLEDO TICKET CO.

Toledo (Ticket City) 2, Ohlo

O Roll or Machine

-
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MBS CENTRALIZES IN KOBAK

Cates New GM | Mutual Starts Tinkering With

Of Y&R Air;
NixWar Babes

Div. Almost Autonomous

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Young & Rubi-
cam’s radio department, pretty well de-
pleted of top-rangers by the Blue shifts,
got a reshuffle last Thursday (26). Gor-
don Cates, who has heen a contact man
on several of the biggest shows, has
been appointed general manager of what
is now called the radio division.

Cates will work in a team with Harry
Ackerman, new radio v.-p.; Joe Moran,
former commercial head, it is understood,
takes over new duties soon when he
starts a client relations job. John Swayze
will fill the commercial slot. Bill Forbes,
now handling tele, gets an additional
chore working as close radio contact and
adviser to Dr, Gallup in research.

All the shifts were announced in a
department head meet called by Prexy
Sigrid Larmon, who also announced that
Y&R will refuse “war baby” accounts in
the future, concentrating on those with
a post-war future. Larmon also told the
boys that Y&R has made up its mind to
drive ahead into the daytime radio field,
hoping to knock off Benton & Bowles's
lead in that field.

Also on the agenda, it is understood,
was Larmon’s announcement of all-
round expanded radio operations. Radio,
run by a “planning board” composed of
Ackerman, Cates, Moran, Carlos Franco,
Carol Irwin, Swayze, Forbes and Tony
Zaghi, becomes a division of Y&R almost
autonomous in its activities, Altho radio
will continue to consult with the rest
of the agency, it will have the responsi-
bility to make important decisions that
heretofore had to be cleared with top-
pers in other media.

Duopoly Clears
In So. California

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—Radio picture
In California, which has been clouded
due to multiple ownership ruling by
Federal Communications Commission,
has been cleared somewhat with an-
nouncement this week (24) that J.
Frank Burke has disposed of his interest
in KPAS, Pasadena, to Wesley Dumm,
present owner of KFSO and KROW, San
Francisco. Dumm also owns two short-
Wwave stations in San FPrancisco, KGEIL
and KWIK.

Burke has been trying for some time
to line up suitable buyer for his Pasa-
dena station, prefering to sell that and
retain control of his other outlet, KFVD,
Los Angeles. Deal was signed whereby
Dumm takes over majority of stock, but
Loyal King, who has functioned as sta-
tion general manager, has also bought
into the station. James Irvine, million-
aire rancher, was reported hot for the
station, but transaction didn’t come off.
However, Irvine still owns a small amount
of stock in the station.

New Waxery

New recording studios are being opened
by Dumm, new owner of KPAS, with
10,000 square feet of floor space being
taken over. As far as can be learned, re-
cordings will be strictly tailored for
armed forces radio service for the time
being. There is possibility that KPAS
will move its offices to the Hollywood
Boulevard location within the next
month or so.

Loyal King, who continues as general
manager, stated that KPAS would in-
crease its programing facilities as soon
as conferences with Dumm are held.
Dumm is disposing of KROW to Sheldon
Sackett, one of the owners of KOO0S,
Marshfield, Ore. Dumm retains KFSO,
and with KPAS it will give him large
coverage in two major markets of Cali-
fornia. San Francisco and Los Angeles.

Program Mood Sequences

NEW YORK, Oct. 28. — Programwise,
the current stew at Mutual will result
in at least one progressive step. Trade
reports that the whole org, sales, re-
search and some Iin programs are hepped
on the program mood idea first advanced
in The Billboard.

Mutual guys are all out on the idea
and it is said that there will be huddles
soon.

The web has discussed the subject be-
fore and it was on MBS’s program meet-
ing agenda at the NAB convention but
got sidetracked when stockholding mem-
ber stations started to turn the screws
on program director Adolph Opfinger.

However, there has been research along
program mood lines that indicates to
the net’s execs that they will pay off.
Discovery that on CBS a shift of listeners
from a mystery show over to NBC when
CBS followed up with a woman’s pro-

Bits and Parts of
Shows Don’t Give
Collector Rights

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 28. — The Hen-
napin County District Court here Friday
(27) dismissed the $15,000 suit brought
by Isadore Pulverman in which he claimed
that Station WDGY and the McCord Ad-
vertising Agency had stolen a program
idea from him. Judge Arthur W. Selover
ruled that since Pulverman had originally
developed the idea by taking bits and
parts of other formats, his case was “too
nebulous to justify the court in allowing
a Jury to speculate on the rights of the
parties involved.”

Pulverman had charged that the sta-
tion and the agency, in building the
Money-Bag show, took from him an idea
that he had discussed in 1940 with Wally
- Stone, then manager of WDGY. The pro-
gram, on which Ilisteners are phoned,
asked quiz questions and paid off, was
developed by Pulverman from the basic
idea of the old Pot of Gold. He admitted
that the idea was taken from several
other sources as well,

Pulverman also charged that he orig~
inated the You A4sked for It music show
that WDGY uses during the afternoon,

News Still Number 1
Promotion in Philly

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28—A news tie-
up arranged by Dr. Leon Levy, president
of WCAU, and the Trans-Lux Newsreel
Theater here, makes the WCAU news-
room one of the busiest in the East. The
deal between station and theater calls
for 13 news broadcasts a day, pumped
direct from station’s newly enlarged
newsroom to theater, Spotted sked will
run from 10:30 a.m. to 11:30 p.m., every
hour each day, seven days a week. The
deal calls for 91 news pumps a week to
the newsreel theater.

To handle the special feeding to the
Trans-Lux, News Editor Harry (Bud)
Reinhard has added to the staff three
men who will do double duty in writing
and airing the news. The men added are
Jack Davis, former Cincinnati newsman
and sportscaster; Leigh Hunt, formerly
of The Philadelphia Inquirer, and Dwight
Strickland, local short-story and radio
writer.

What makes the WCAU news depart-
ment the beehive it is can be figured
when you add the seven news broadcasts
that are pumped daily to war plants in
the area, adding up to 49 a week, This,
coupled with station’s daily sked of
sustaining and sponsored news and com-
mentator broadcasts, and the new Trans-
Lux deal has the newsroom turning out
an approximate 225 newscasts a week,

gram was stopped when CBS put Sus-
pense into the next slot, was the con-
vincer.

Best bet is that the mood building
will start with an afternoon set-up re=
volving around Luncheon With Lopez.
There is plenty of free time available
in the noontime hours that can be
played with and indications are that it
will be used as an experimental period.

Corwin To Do Hour
Show Election Eve
With F. D. R. Pitch

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 30.—Utilizing all
four networks, the Hollywood Democratic
Committee is planning an hour show
skedded for November 6, election eve,
which is expected to be a last-minute
bid for the re-election of ¥. D. R. Show,
which will carry Hollywood bilg names
identified with the Democratic Party, tees
off from KNX from 7 to 8 p.m. under
the helm of Norman Corwin. It Is ex-
pected that Corwin will be here this
week to set up program.

Trade figures this was smart move by
the Demos in tying up the webs on elec-
tion eve, giving the opposition little
time to offer a counterattack. According
to Hollywood Democratic Committee,
F. D. R. will be cut in from Washing-
ton during the show.

Brooks Overseas
For.New Coverage

NEW ' YORK, Oct, 30. — William F.
Brooks, NBC director of news and special
events, left last week for an extended
overseas trip to lay the groundwork of
the web’s peacetime foreign coverage, it
was reported. Brooks will visit NBC
newsrooms and newsmen in the European
theater to lay plans for a full political
coverage.

It is understood that Col. David Sar-
noff, prexy of RCA may not be in Lon-
don by the time Brooks arrives.

Ed Gardner Has
Miss Duffy Aches

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—Ed Gardner is
having Miss Duffy trouble again now
that Florence Robinson has bowed off
the show. No permanent replacement
has been set, but show producers say
they will tone down the role in future
broadcasts until Gardner finally makes
up his mind.

Duffy offspring slot has been grief
ever since Shirley Booth (ex-Mrs., Gard-
ner) ducked the airer.

Pal Razor Looking
For Post-War Time

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Pal Razor Blades,
which has grown fast during the war, is
looking around for regionals and spots
to start an intensive radio campaign to
maintain its fairly important position in
the post-war razor biz. Company will
start building programs within the
month.

Pal has been doing an intensive job
in other media thru Al Paul Lefton
Agency in the past five months.

New News Duo on KFI

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—New commen-
tary duo of James Lionel Harris and
Major Hubert 8. Turner has hit the air,
Sunday thru Saturday, over KFI with
their show, Inside the News, for Thrifty
Drug Company. They replace Ed Jorgen-
son and Norman Nesbitt,

‘Mutu\aﬁ Gets

Key Web Exec

Chain has in new boss an
operating head that knows
all the ropes

®

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—It’s Kobak for
Mutual. And the appointment of Edgar
Kobak as biggie in the web means that
Mutual will, for the first time, have a
web~tried exec in the number one slot,
And it also means that Mutual, for the
first time, will have a strong centralized
control to build its operation.

Kobak, whose contract with the Blue
would have permitted him to stay on for
at least three more years, goes into
Mutual with the understanding that he
will run the works. That’s the only basis
on which he would take the job, and
that's what he got. The new brass hat
will spur building programs and stations
free from domination. The Macy-Bam-
berger Interests in WOR, New York, the
McCormick interests in WGN, Chicago,
and the West Coast Don Lee boys will
have a say, but to Kobak goes unlimited
power,

Builds Stations and Segs

He will concentrate on programs, build=
ing on the theory that there’s nothing
wrong,with MBS that good shows can’t
correct. He will also work on the sta-
tlons, believing in this case that strong
stations can take edge off the power
wielded by the bhig boys.

At his insistence he has been given
sweeping power for a minimum of two
vears. At the end of this time it 1s ex-
pected that MBS will be built to a point
where it ranks with the other three webs.
The key stockholders are not in love with
Kobak's power, but they have been
brought to a point where they know
they need it. Right now Mutual is doing
biz. Those who run the net feel, say the
trade-wise, that dough rolling in is a
sign of success. But they have been
persuaded that today’s bucks are merely
a product of the times and that post-war
radio competish will simply have to be
met with a top-notch, program-wise job.

Mutual’s.. Opportunity

As pointed out in The Billboard four
weeks ago Mutual, if things are handled
right, has a chance to move in ahead of
the Blue in web standing. That’s what
Kobak was brought in to do.

In the past few years MBS has grown,
but its growth was only proportional to
the growth of all radio nets. The past
two prexies have done little to straighten
out the tangle that has kept it at the
bottom of the net list. Few good pro-
gram ideas have been offered or approved.
There has been an infinitesmal produc-
tion appropriation. There has been no
net staff of producers. Production has
been done by each individual station.
and the result has been a hodgepodge
of lightweight shows (with a few agency-
bullt exceptions). All that will now be
changed.

Kobak is the man who has come in to
give MBS direction, the trade regards him
as the man to do it.

Keith Mecleod To Mike

Arquette’s ‘Glamour Manor®

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28 —Keith McCleod
has been set by Benton & Bowles as
producer on the Cliff Arquette show,
Glamour Manor, replacing Betty Buckler,
who has been at the helm since the
series teed off. Move was made when
Miss Buckler, who is also manager of
B&B’s Coast office, decided that produc-
ing the five-times weekly show was tak-
ing too much time from her other duties.
McLeod was formerly producer on the
Red Skelton show.

Jack Bailey, one of the announcers, is
bowing off the series, due to heavy
sked on other shows and replacement is
now being sought by the agency.

@
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Shows on NBC | Politicos Lose By-Passing Day

Fight Compet
Or Else--

They’ve Got To Be Good

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Sponsors who
don’t own options on their NBC time are
getting those old show=building ulcers in
double doses these days. Web has in-
dicated that with time at a premium
it expects programs to be good and pull
audiences in a big way, and if they don’t,
renewals may be refused.

As a result, agencies and advertisers
are going crazy trying, and in some cases
succeeding, to boost their shows to a
point where determined CBS opposish
will take it on the Hooper chin. There
are at this time .at least five shows,
Fitch Bandwagon, Cities Service, Man-
hattan Merry-Go-Round, Telephone Hour
and Information Please, which are out to
build. :

Bandwagon hired Dick Powell to emsee
the job, has added gags, more continuity,
more top guest stars, and is concentrat-
ing on “A” bands for the musical chores.
Powell is singing again, and a flock of
writers have been added. Closing com-
mercial on the seg concentrates on tell-
ing listeners that they should listen to
Bandwagon because it is the program
between Benny and Bergen. Of course
the Fitch situation is particularly im-
portant to the web, as it bucks the sec~
ond half of Kate Smith on CBS.

Cities Service, which has the Aldrich
Family to contend with, has gotten into
such a tizzy that it had built a new
music show which bowed in Friday (27).
And it’s gotta produce. .

Manhattan Merry-Go-Round, whic
fights Winchell and Radio Reader’s
Digest, is undergoing a hypo, too. A
complete revamp, getting away from the
Hummert idea of inexpensive programs
with medium-sized audience in the off-
ing. (This incidentally, holds for all
Hummert shows on all webs.) Trade says
that cheap shows just won’t go any
longer against the competish that night-
time radio offers today. Both the Bayer
Album of Music and Fridey Night on
Broadway will soon get a shot in the arm,

Telephone Hour has been getting a
boost toward mass appeal for some
months now. Big names, Fritz Kreisler
for example, are making radio bows on
the show. and it is understood that NBC
has told the show’s producers that really
high-brow music “doesn’t go in this time
slot.” Result: Look for Telephone to go
completely middle brow.

Information Please, which has been
shifted around the log like a chess pawn,
is putting bigger and bigger names on
as guests, and it is understood that some
biggies may be added to the regular
panel.

The situation indicates that NBC will
leave no ego unturned to make its top
spot secure, which is exactly what a net
should do.

Close Off Sheaffer Deec. 10

DES MOINES, Oct. 28.—W. A. Sheaffer
Pen Company, Fort Madison, Ia., con=-
firmed the report that Upton Close will
be replaced with a new show on the
Sheaffer World Parede show on NBC
after December 10. C. R. Sheaffer, presi~
dent, said the failure to renew Close’s
contract was not due to his New Deal
criticism but that the National Broad-
casting Company had advised them that
show needed bolstering and that an NBC
commentator “Who has had actual ex-
perience on the war fronts” would be
available for the seg after that date.

Another Blue Co-Op

NEW YORE, Oct. 28.—Blue’s new sus-
tainer, Blue Correspondents at Home and
Abroad, goes co-op under the title, Blue
Correspondents Around the World, Oc-
tober 30. The show has already been
sold to four local and regional sponsors,

John Kelly WIP Flack, S. E.
PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28—WIP grades
up John Kelly from night news editor
to handle special events and publicity.
He takes over the chores of Ralph H.
Minton, who remains at station to direct
all audience and business promotion.

Broadcast Time,

Say GM Execs

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 28.—Presidential
candidates of both parties .were accused
of passing up a radio audience ranging
between 2,000,000 and 6,000,000 listeners
by failing to make daytime addresses
over the air waves in a speech by
W. Howard Chase, director of General
Miils, Inc., department of public service.

Speaking before the Hennepin County
(Minneapolis) Bar Association, Chase
sald that candidates have used prac-
tically every other medium except that
which major companies who use daytime
radio have found to have great sales
value. .

“Major companies,” said Chase, “have
spent millions of dollars on. daytime
radio. We have learned thru Hooperat-
ings and CAB that this time of day has
immense sales value.

“Daytime radio programs have built
up a vast audience which is intensely
loyal, perhaps more so than programs
broadcast at other times of the day. Yet
the presidential candidates of both par-
ties have made this very interesting over-
sight.”

Chase believes that the candidates
should go on the air during the day and
discuss *“In simple, homely terms—in
soap opera language’—the issues of the
day,

Daytime radio serial listeners, said
Chase, ordinarily don’t read newspaper
editorials or reprints of major addresses
by the candidates the following day,
Chase sald. Nor do they, as a rule, lis-
ten to the radio speeches of the candi-
dates at night, Chase claimed.

The entire technique of daytime radio
is such, said Chase, that the candidate
who uses the air at that time will find
himself a healthy advantage,

The only thing that comes close to
daytime political broadcast, said Chase,
are replays of speeches made the night
before. Announced as such, these re-
plays get very little attention.

If it’s the ability to get daytime pro-
grams that the political parties may be
worrying about, he said, they can rest
assured that the same treatment will

Mpls. Times Builds
Cire. With Radio

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 28.-—Minneapolis
Daily Times, which a little more than six
months ago had but one radio show
aired here, and that a recording deal, has
blossomed out with eight programs since
that date.

The change has come since Joyce Swan
took over the reigns as Times publisher
and immediately installed Jim. Crossett
as promotion manager. Altho all of its
programs are on an exchange basis with

WTCN-Blue, WLOL-Mutual and WMIN

and WDGY, both indies, it has shot the
paper up to the point where it is the
heaviest newspaper user of radio locally
in its bid for circulation.

Altho The Daily Times is owned by
John Cowles, owner of The Minneapolis
Star Journal and Tribune, the battle for
local circulation as put on by The Times
has all the earmarks of a ding-dong
fight.

First program to hit the airwaves in
The Times’ “new deal” was Mr. Fizit,
daily column by Ben EKern. The con-
tinuity is prepared for the Tuesday-
Thursday segs by Barbara Flanagan,
Crossett secretary and former WDGY
staffer. Altho Firit has been on WCTN
since its start, it switches next week to
WDGY,

To promote its Saturday edition of
Fighter’s Digest, tailored for the G, I.s,
Times uses five-minute news segs every
Saturday over WTCN and WDGY. A%
6:05 daily over WDGY there is a 10-min-
ute sportscast, Monday thru Saturday,
done by Marty O’Neil.

The Times took on broadcast of the
Minneapolis high school league’s top
football game of the week every Friday,
once the board of education approved
such broadcasts, with game carried by
WMIN.

Two new programs getting baptism
recently were Sports Quiz, with Dick
Cullum, Times sports editor; Frank Mc-
Inerey, old-time newsman and guester
every Saturday night for 30 minutes over
WLOL, and reading of funnies over
WTCHN, in 15-minute daily seg, by Bar-
bara Flanagan.

prevall from the commercial companies
during the day as does at night.

“After all,” said Chase in summing up,
“who is it that sends in the box tops
by the millions? The daytime audiences.
All the political parties have to do is
to check with us. We know exactly
what the sales value is of every 15-
minute period during the day.”

OpfingeronWay
Out at Mutual

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—No matter who
moves into the Mutual top slot (it’s
Kobak, of course) one thing is certain,
according to reliable trade sources. That
one thing is the fact that Adolph Op-
finger’'s days as program director are
numbered.

Opfinger, it is said, is regarded lightly
as & show creation man altho his ad-
ministrative abilities are not doubted.
There have been many squawks along
the grapevine that he has not set shows
that are salable—and that’s the most
important part of any program man'’s job.

Bob Novak, who recently took over the
commercial program end of things, is
mentioned as the most likely man for the
Job when Opfinger is on his way out.

2-Way Educational
Tie-Up Set at WJLB

DETROIT, Oct, 28.—A two-way tie-up
with a veterans’ group and a hewsreel
theater has been made by WJLB for its
new History Quiz, which goes on the
air Monday evenings from 5 to 5:30 p.m.
Show is designed for high school stu-
dents, who are entered thru the co-
operation of school principals and history
teachers. Eight to 10 recommmended his-
tory students appear on each show.

Questions are based on details of
American history, and nightly winner
receives a two-volume pictorial history
of the U. 8. Every question correctly
answered on the half-hour show wins a
War Stamp. .

Show is handled by Doug Wright, sta-
tion program director, and is aired from
the lounge of the Downtown Telenews
Theater. It is being sponsored by the
Disabled War Veterans,

To build up interest in the season’s
series, the winners of each show are
brought back for a grand contest at
the end of the season, with the grand
prize a four-year scholarship to Western
College at Kalamazoo, Mich.

Longmire To Report
For NY Post’s WLIB

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Carey Longmire,
former NBC commentator, will start to-
morrow (29) as regular front lines re-
porter for WLIB, Brooklyn indie. Long-
mire, just back from coverage of the
European fronts, will give his interpreta=
tion of foreign affairs and the progress
of the war.

Longmire works for The New York Post,
the paper that owns WLIB.

WLW Office for Atlanta;
Graham to D. C.; Bray Out

CINCINNATI, Oct. 28.—Opening of a
WLW sales office in Atlanta, No-
vember 15 was announced this week
by Harry Mason Smith, station’s general
sales manager. Herbert L. Flaig, account
executive in the WLW Chicago office,
will be in charge of the Atlanta branch.
This will give WLW sales offices in At-
lanta, New York, Chicago and Hollywood
in addition to Cincinnati.

Gordon Graham, assistant director of
special broadcast services for WLW, has
gone to Washington to assume his new
duties as head of WLW’s new news
bureau there. He is being heard each
week day over WLW at 6.26 p.m., CWT,
from the nation’s capitol, with news of
special interest to Midwestern listeners.

Dick Bray, veteran sportscaster for
WLW-WSAI leaves the Crosley organiza-
tion at the end of the current football
season.

' spending.

Peace Will Have
Showbiz Aches

(Continued from puwge 3)

Radio believes that what
spending will be done (out of pent-up
savings), will go into the consumer goods
sure to be made available.

And when dough goes into consumer
goods, there will be fewer fiush guys who,
having no other place to drop their wads,
sink it in niteries, n.s.h. legit and vaude
bills, There will be fewer war-boom
towns to swell the coffers of carnivals
and circuses. And the shows that go
will have to be good. No one will plunk
down the long green for a turkey, as is
happening now.

Radio Expects That §

What radio thinks will happen is that
the saved dollar will go to buy home
appliances that have run down over the
war years and other now hard-to-get
consumer goods. And radio, they feel,
will profit thru selling what the public
needs. (A recent survey conducted by
the U. S. Department of Commerce esti-
mates that at least 10 per cent of home
appliances are so far gone that they
have to be replaced. The Department of
Commerce is noted for its conservatism
in such survey. Recently the research
department of & very large electrical
manufacturer found that at least 15 per

i

cent of the appliances of its employees, .

the men gnd women who build them,
were shot.)

Radio May Suffer, Too

However, even radio msy suffer if ib
does not handle things right. With sav-
ings slipping away and no more in sight,
the consumer may hold on to his dough
and buy only the extreme necessities—
food, clothing, shelter. It is then up to
radio, according to some of its key men,
to slant its commercials so that people
are urged to buy as a ‘‘pump-priming”
measure.

Meanwhile the Coast is expected to go
rolling right along with its war-spending,
war-building psychology.

“Make Sense”

" Predictions of showbiz trade figures
seem to make sense, in view of the fact
that partial reconversion in the East is
already upon us. Cutbacks have slowed
spending in many spots. Shutdown of
plants in “one industry towns” have se-
verely cut expenditures. There are peo-
ple out of work thru Massachusetts,
Maine, up-State New York, and parts
of other States. With the cuts have
been drops in showbiz take,

The outlook is not a pleasant one for
the East, but there are some bright spots.
Most important is the fact that the
slump, if the plans of industry and the
government materialize, will be short-
lived.

And a bill now-up in Congress may
ease the blow on outdoor biz. The bill
provides for government expenditures of
billions for the construction of dams,
electrical projects, harbors, etc., which
will provide some money-flushed towns
in which to pitch tents.

The period between victory on the Con.
tinent and victory in Asia, as trade sees
it, will be a tender-edgeq one for show-
biz,

Judy Cortada Set for Blue
Affiliate Promotion Slot

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Judy Cortada,
Blue trade flack, will do publicity for
the web’s affiliates, effective immediately.
Miss Cortada, who has been with the
Blue for three years, remains on the
publicity pay roll even tho the major
part of her work now will be promotion.

Ralph Gleason, former CBS trade man
who came to the Blue recently from the
OWI, will fill the Blue trade press job
temporarily,

Vaill WEAF Pro. Mgr.

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.-— Charles B. H.
Vaill, audience promotion manager of
WEAF, NBC station here, becomes pro-
motion manager of the outlet effective
immediately. Roy C. Porteous, who has
been doing promotion in the spot sales
department, will assist Vaill. Aneita
Cleary has been promoted to assistant
production manager of the stasion’s pro-
motion department.

[p——
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.0y the company 1t keeps”

‘A’is for Allegheny Ludlum steel. ‘B’ is for Bayuk cigars. ‘C’ is for
Conti products. And so on through the alphabet to ‘Z’ for Zonite.

Midway in the alphabet is a big ‘M’ for Mutual, which serves all
these clients, which is proudly known by the company it keeps,

and which currently adds more prestige advertisers to its roster.

Three more leaders in three more fields are signing with Mutual

within this six-week span:

Yes, the move is surely to Mutual, and if yox move swiftly, you

can still find the best time-buys in radio, at peak listening hours,

on this network.

this...is Mutual
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Detroit Holds

sard TALENT COST INDEX | 5iRa Honing

Based on “FIRST FIFTEEN” HOOPERATINGS for evening programs DETROIT, Oct. 28.—Hearing on the

petition of Detroit local of AFRA for a
. wage boost for all classes in their jurise
VOL. 1. No. 22E OCTOBER 30, 1944 | diction at WXYZ has been skedded for
0 today after two adjournments and will
be argued at length before the board.

WEEKS “COST Position of the station management,
HOOP~ TO NET & SPONSOR TALENT PER Which is _being presented In q.etail in
PROGRAM  ERATING DATE NO. STA. OPPOSITION AGENCY &PRODUCT  C€COST  POINT | lfs brief, is that to grant the increases

sought, running as high as 50 per cent
in some cases, over the 1942 scale, would

BOB HOPE 25,8 241 NBC 134 Service to Front—CBS Foote-Cone The Pepsodent $15,000 § 581.39 | create inequities in the station staff.
. Gram Swing—Bilue & Belding Company Position of the union was stated in de-
Hicks—Blue tail in The Billboard last spring when

Amer. Forum—MBS the petition was filed.

Schubert—News——

MBS ) Kyser No. 1 Rumor-

FIBBER McGEE This Is My Best—CBS Needham, Louis Johnson $10,600 $ 410,16 .
& MOLLY 25.6 407 NBC 134 Spotlight Bands— & Brorby, Inc. (Floor Wax) : PGPSI-I(OHege Seg
' Blue
. Coronet Story—Blue ‘ NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Kay EKyser
: A Foru MBS rumors fly thick and fast around this
¢ . e, L= X town, but the one that has the greatest
credence with the trade is the stor
WALTER M-Go-Round—NBG Lennen & - Jergens $ 6,000 § 237.15 | that the band leader will go with Pepsl&-’
WINCHELL 25.3 576 Blue 169 R. Digest—CBS Mitchell (Hand Lotion) Cola as soon[as his contract with Amer-
Steel Horizons—MBS ican Tobacco runs out. It is understood
- that G. W. Hill won’t. pick up Kyser's
LUX RADIO Various—NBC J. W. T, Lever Bros. 816,000 § 692,64 | option and that Pepsi-«C%la has thg in-
THEATER 23.1 455 CBS 142 Various—Blue (Lux) side track,
Various—MBS ' B MCA, bwmch books Kyser, vigorously
enies both the Pepsi story and the
EDGAR BERGEN 22.3 289 NBC 135 Blondie—CBS J. Walter Standard $14.500 § 650.22 trade-supported theory about the pres=
A. L, Alexander—MBS Thompson Brands ent sponsor. . )
G. Fleld Choir—Blue (Chase & Kyser, a big drawing card with mass
D. Thompson—Blue SanbornCoffee) appeal to the guy with a loose nickel in
his pocket, Is rated a natural for Pepsi=
i ine—— Cola. The soft-drink concern, as reported
ABBOTT & First Line—CBS Wm. Esty R. J. Reynolds  $12,000 § 600.00 a ) )
COSTELLO 20.0 NBC 135 Gram Swing—Blue Tobacco CO. In The Billboard two weeks ago, is shop-
== i X ping around for a big show and Kyser
G. Hicks—Blue (Camels) ] ;
Gladstone—MBS looks like No. 1 on the it parade.
. Carnegie—MBS Al L H Sh Id
* < ev a ow
JACK BENNY 18.3 463 NBC 141 Kate Smith—CBS Ruthrauff & Amer. Tob. Co. $22,600 $],229,5] y s R . (25 .
Drew Pearson—Blue Ryan (Lucky Strike) For Goodwin-Silvers Duo
Gardner—3Blue ‘
Cleveland Ork—MBS HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28—~Plans are
brewing for Bill Goodwin and Phil Silvers
; i 3 to star in a new radio show written
MR. DISTRICT Spotlight Bands—Blue Doherty, Bristol-Myers $ 4,600 § 252.81 A
ATTORNEY 17.8 280 NBC 127 Coronet Story—Blue  Clifford & (Vitalis) around an idea concocted by Al Levy,
First Nighter—MBS Shenfleld manager for Frank Sinatra.

When Goodwin treks to New York No-
vember 9 with the Burns and Allen
= - show, he will huddle with Levy and Dou;
EDDIE CANTOR 17.0 343  NBC 130 Sinatra—OBS Y&R Bristol-Myers 813,500 $ 794.12 | coulter, latter in charge of Zommercia%

Dunninger—Blue (Sal Hepatlica) shows for CBS, on plans for peddling
G. Heatter—MBS

the new idea.
Screen Test—MBS

Jack Carson—CBS

HILDEGARDE 16.7 20 NBC 130 Congress Speaks—CBS R. M. Seeds  Brown & 3 9,600 § 568.86

 Tony Pastor—CBS Willlamson

Let Yourself Go— (Raleigh <Cigs) ) 1
Blue ’ 'Z; o

Sterney Ork—MBS o A

America’s leading school

L for Professional Training,
SCREEN GUILD Contented Hour—NBC Bilow Lady Esther 810,000 § 602.41
THEATER 16,6 218  OBS 123 Gram Swing—Blue (Face Powder) RADIO @ STAGE e SCREEN
Ted Malone—Blue Famous Coaches and Voice
Gladstone—MBS Teachers qualify you. Also
Schubert—News— Dramatics and Dancing.
MBS Free -auditions afternoons, evenings, Studios
H.V.KALTENBORN 16.2 237 NBC 32 Various—CBS, Blue, Leo Burnett  Pure Oil $ 3,000 § 185.18 for rehearsals, recordings.
MBS : FRANK MELVILLE
TRUTH OR Inner Sanctum—CBS Compton P. & G. $ 7,000 $ 432.10 1697 Broadway (58rd) NEW YORK 19
CONSEQUENCES  16.2 NBC 130 Varlious—Blue i

Cisco Kid—MBS

HIT PARADE 16,2 443 CBS 139 Barn Dance—NBC , Foote-Cone " Amer. Tob, Co. 811,600 $ 709.88
Chi Theater of Air—~ & Belding (Lucky Strike)
MBS
Various—Blu
TAKE IT OR H. of Charm—NBC Biow Eversharp $ 4,600 $§ 279.50 R()Y SHIELD
LEAVE IT 16.1 234 CBS 142 Life of Riley—Blue : (Pens, Penclls) Musical Director

Goodwill Hour—MBS WMAQ (NBC), CHICAGO

and other musical directors use this
3x5 VISUAL record of song hits of
over 100 publishers, plus old favor-
ites. Includes lead sheets and lyncs

Sunday Afl’ernoén

i
JOHN CHARLES ' W. News Today—CBS McCann- Westinghouse 8 8,600 § 416.67 Oiehois. samples f
THOMAS 6.9 Sun. Vespers—Blue  Erickson A AT

Carrol Glenn Ork—’ )

81 NBC 137 MBS Br::d‘vgva T NE.DE

Pet Shop—MBS : . New Yorkvl9
ANDRE World of Song—Blue D’Arcy Coca~Cola 8 6,600 § 984.85
KOSTELANETZ 6.6 178 CBS 1836 Roosty of AAFP—MBS

Music Amer, Loves— .

NBC
_ ggﬂ%ﬁni‘ﬁmlﬁgcé’ﬁﬁfl\% ani‘l.férl?fﬁ}a‘s)

The Average Evening Audience Rating is 9.0 as against 8.4 Jlasb  as against 76.9 last report, 78.7 a year ago. Sponsored network ‘ EﬁgYﬁggfsanzndbuﬁgchD CHANGERS.
report, 10.3 a year ago. Average sets-in-use of 29.6 as against 27.7 hours reported on number 78Y as against 83 last report and H Specifications. Wire - Ph%gleplfiﬂ%v;ige ggg:
last report, 29.2 a year ago. Average available audience of 29.6 75 a year ago. ® vroblem. Dept. B.R. :

SR e STUDIO SERVICE . CO:-
The “Talent Cost Index” is protected by the copyright of The Billboard and infringements will be prosecuted. 1564 Bway, N Y. 19, - Bry. 9-9657
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KOIN Plans FM
Qutlet for Portland

PORTLAND, Ore., Oct. 28.—Prospects
are that KOIN will be the first station
in this area to come up with FM, Charles
W. Myers, president and principal stock-
.holder, planning to construct a new sta-

tion here for that purpose.

Application is before the FCC, and
Louis 8. Bookwalter, chief engineer at
KOIN, said that the International Der-
rick & Equipment Company in Southern
California, which installed the original
KOIN transmitter, would be engaged to
provide the new FM transmitter in Syl-
van Hills, west of Portland.

Prosit!

DETROIT, Oct. 28.—Record of
five straight years of foreign-
language broadcasting was hung
up this week by WJIBK for one of
its first sponsors in this field,
Altes Brewing Company. Station
is on the air in 13 different lan-
guages regularly, making a big
play for the foreign colonies in
the area. Signing of Altes con-
tract for the sixth year was sig-
nalized this week by some fan-
fare at. the station, followed by
a party at the brewery taproom.

Benrus Going After
FM Station Breaks

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Benrus Watches
is shopping around FM stations, both
active and applied for, trying to get
prior claim on station breaks. Com-
pany, which has had a tough time get-
ting the breaks in AM because its chief
competish, Bulova, was pre-eminent in
fleld, is sending out letters asking that
time either be sold to it or reserved.

Ironic twist in the situation occurred
when Benrus sent a letter to one active
FM station and got a reply saying that
Bulova already had the option.

NBC,CBS Distrib
Election Score Tabs

NEW YORK, Oct. 28~—Both CBS and
NBC are plugging election night “score
cards,” which are being given to listeners
to help line up returns. The two webs
are telling audiences to write in for the
promotion gimmicks.

NBC got the jump on its rival in dis-
tribution, air plugs starting two weeks
ago. CBS started talking about it yes-
terday with spots adjacent to news shows.
NBC has been plugging on news pro-
grams, women’s shows and spots.
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the Blue.

PUBLIC Service programs
are not considered by the
Blue Network as mere fill-ins
but are a basic element of
the entire structure of Blue
Network programming. That
is why the Blue Network de-
voted three full hours in one
week tobroadcasting the Herald
Tribune Forum, three of the
most valuable hours during
which the greatest listening au-
dience is available. And it was
advertised by the Blue in news-
papers from coast to coast. Full,
complete, unstinted radio coverage
of the free discussion of America,
whatever the time and the cost—
There’s Always Something New on

THE

AMERICAN BROADCASTING
SYSTEM,

*<‘In the Service of the People”

INC.

>
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Tele Ready To

Go to Work

Agency men must prod

sponsors to get into the
. visual swim, says Landsberg

o

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—Throwing re-
sponsibility for commercial television
into the laps of the advertising agencies,
Klaus Landsberg, head of Paramount
Pictures video enterprises, in an address
before the AAAA Southern California re-
glonal convention at the Biltmore Hotel,
Los Angeles, said that only when bank-
rollers are given sufficient impetus to
invest their coln will the new medium be
practical.

Titling his speech, “How Far Away Is
Practical Television?,” Landsberg sald:
“The audience here today, the American
Advertising Agencies, should give the
answer to this question, not the tele-
vision broadcasters, to which group your
speaker belongs.”

Now Not Tomorrow

Television is here “Now not tomorrow,”
Landsberg stressed, going on to say that
the vital question to be considered now
was the length of time it would take
to put video on a commercial basis, He
said, “Black and white television is no
longer around the corner, it is standing
right in front of us, challenging us to
put it to work.”

Stressing that the perfection of en-
gineering and production would still be
reached, Landsberg said that improve-
ments would continue to be made, but
that television now should guarantee
entertainment as well as informative and
educational benefit to the video audi-
ences.

In speaking of the post-war plans of
set manufacturers, Landsberg said: ‘“Tele-
vision receiver manufacturers have de-
clared their readiness to place receivers
on the market for as little as $150 almost
Immediately after peace is declared.”

He hammered home his point to the
assemblage by saying, “Now is the time
for you, the advertising agencies, to ac-
quaint the prospective sponsor of tele-
vision programs with the advertising im-
pact offered by visually and orally carry-
ing the product into the customer’s
home.”

Landsberg listed three steps in prepara-
tion of video shows, technical considera-
tions, types of programs and style of
presentation. “To build a television pro-
gram,” he said, “fear of highly involved
technical facilities should be dispensed
with, and that instead producers should
learn to use the technical aspects to
create special effects and illusions which
the trade claims are as important to a
good television show as are sound effects
to a current radio production. Electronic
control of a picture is much superior

(See TELE AD BIZ on page 12)
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REVIEWS

DuMont

Balaban & Kaiz

8:15-9:15
Sustaining

(24),
drama.

Reviewed Tuesday
p.m. Style—Dance,
on WABD, New York.

Reviewed Thursday (19), 7:30 to ©
p.m. Style—Drama, news, home ecc-
nomics. Sustaining on WBKB, Chicago.

Rhythm was the title of Ray Nelson’s
show for the evening and rhythm was
what it had, plus a dash of sex, plenty
of showmanship and enough commercial
appeal to make it a salable tele package.
Nelson made mistakes—plenty of them,
and they will be pointed out later, but
outstanding about this show was the
fact that it was what the public wants—
entertainment.

Rhythm was strictly a dance and
music. No talk allowed, even in the com-
mercial, Program opened with plaque
plug for Tintex, and scanning of a gal
deciding what to do with some old un-
mentionables she had around the house.
Comes a flash of inspiration and she gets
the bright idea of dyelng them with
Tintex. That was all. Nothing sensa-
tional, but it should get viewers to buy
Tintex.

From there the camera went to a
plaque explaining that the earliest dances
were purely rhythmic. Screen took to
a whirlpool effect (painted on a plece
of cardboard and spun) that blended well
with jungle drums. It dissolved to a gal
dressed in a leopard skin, one Anita
Carroll, who did a primitive ritual dance
that left viewers, male and female, not
limp, but tense. From there the show
moved along to a series of dances in the
modern, Spanish, impressionistic, Rus-
slan and classical ballet veins, all well
executed by Margaret Severn, the United
Nations dancers, the Georges Leon
dancers and Miss Carroll.

Dance sequences were separated by the
whirlpool effect and the jungle music,
The whirlpool gave a good impression of
transition, and the music, perfectly cued
and dubbed off disks on to e. t. worked
beautifully. And it eliminated the neces-
sity of using the studio mike.

Camera work, however, was hardly a
model of directorial perfection. In sev-
eral places, bodies and/or heads were
cut. On two occasions Director Nelson’s
anxiety to catch a dancer going up into
the air led him astray. The DuMont
studio has a low ceiling and the over-
head lights came into the picture. One
of his dissolves from whirlpool to stage
was swallowed, spoiling the whole effect.
Towards the end one of the cameras
moved off the whirlpool before the next
shot was put on the air, and viewers saw
an out-of-focus pic of a none-too-deco-
rative prop man,

In one of the interpretive dances,
Margaret Severn used masques, as she
has on the stage for many years, to sat-
irize several types of personalities and,
wearing them, danced out her interpreta-
tion of the people. Dances would have

been more effective if Nelson had used
close~ups of the masques, thus giving
(See DuMONT on puge 12)
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Touring ‘for
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SERVICE

*MOSS PHOTO REPRODUCTIONS

PERSONAL PHOTO XMAS CARDS MADE
FROM YOUR PHOTOS OR NEGATIVES

Don’t wait until the last minute to send your
order for Photo Holiday Greeting Cards.
complete mcludmg envelopes, ready to mail, ag
low as 8¢ ea. in_quantity.
photographic work.
Write for free samples, price list BX,

155 WEST 46th ST, N. Y. 19

Price

Low prices on all
Mail orders everywhere.

BRYANT 9-8482.3

October 19, 1944 ought to go down in
the books at WBKB as one of the few
times the station did first-rate television
programing that indicated that station
personnel knew how to use ingenuity
and thereby did their bit toward con-
cretely illustrating the potentialities of
the video medium. Most of the ingenuity
and good work was shown in the dra-
matic offering, Perfect Ending. Some
of it was shown in a hews commentary
program utilizing the combined and
cominendable efforts of Commentator
Don Ward and Cartoonist Charley Wer-
ner, of The Chicago Sun.

As Ward commented about the news,
Werner drew cartoons depicting scenes
and characters in the news. Seldom has
a more effective way of doing a television
news program been seen. The words of
the commentator were not lost while
attention was being directed toward the
work of Werner. Sometlmes the camera
was on the cartoons while Ward talked;
sometimes they were on Ward while
Werner drew. But each time they were
focused on one or the other it was at
just the right time, just when he was
making his most noteworthy contribu-
tions. The director, Kit Carson, and the
girls who handled the cameras and lights,
deserve much credit for the success of
this portion of the program. The sta-
tion,s map department deserves credit
for the excellence of the news segment,
too. Up to now the station has been
satisfied to use pin and ink map work.
For tonight’s news program, however,

they had prepared topographical maps.’

They made a paste and shaped in an
exact reproducton of regions in the news.
Mountains, valleys, land and sea stood
out in bold relief, thus Increasing the
visual impact of the maps.

The dramatic portion of the program
presented under the direction of Fran
Harrls left little to be asked for. It was
dramatic entertainment that, consider-
ing the technical and studio space lim-
itations of video today, was almost a&s
artistically satisfying es anything Hol-
lywood could offer with the same plot,
actresses and setting.

Miss Harris took a one-act play writ-
ten for the stage by Ryerson and Clem-
ents, adapted it for television, rehearsed
her cast for about 7% hours and c¢ame
up with television that would be satls-
factory video entertainment even 10
years from nNOw.

Much of the success of the drama can
be attributed to good settings, excellent
lighting that was well modulated, and
to the acting of Elmira Roessler, Dorothy
Jacobson and Ruth Shames, but most
of the success was directly traceable to
the use of ingenuity.

The plot concerned the efforts of a
fem Hollywood playwright to get a
scenario finished and how she finally
got her inspiration from a triangle situa-
tion in which she herself was involved.
The entire story, using only three
women, was laid in a Hollywood apart-
ment decorated.in a sophisticated style
that reflected the general theme and set-
ting of the story’s plot.

To establish this theme the station
used its first bit of ingenuity. At the
beginning, one camera was focused on
a photograph of a skyscraper apartment
house. Another camera was focused on
type giving the credits to actresses, au-
thors, etc. By the use of a television
dissolve the electrical 'impulses of the
subject matter picked up by each camera
were fused together. The camera on the
credits panneq down while the other
stayed on the photograph. The mesult
was that the apartment house was the
background of the credits, which be-
cause of the panning action of the cam-
era, seemed to move up and out of the
picture. It was very effective. As good
as Hollywood could do to establish pre-
drama mood and theme.

Even tho ingenuity was also displayed
at times in the drama production—as for
example, when a door bell rang there was
a close-up of a hand pushing a door bell

Balaban & Katz
Sets Lyons as

Video Flacker

CHICAGO, Oct. 28.-—Balaban & XKatz
considers the time ripe to promote its
television station, WBKB, to the public
and to the trade. Herb Lyons, member
of the B&K publicity staff, has been
made director of publicity and promotion
for the station. Up to now the station
has not made a strong promotional push,
feeling that it was more important to
conduct programs that would increase
their technical and wartistic knowledge
of the medium. The appointment of
Lyons, who has been with the B&K pub-
licity offices for nine years, means thati
the B&K officials will set up 2 definite
aggressive policy of informing the trade
and the public of the activities of the
station.

Lyons as yet, however, has no definite
plans. ‘He expects to get into the tele
swing soon, possibly at first by gathering
info about the medium by visiting video
stations thruout the country.

Philco Asks FCC
For Test Tele
Outlet In Wash’gton

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28—Philco Radio
& Television Corporation has filed with.
the FCC an application for a new €x-
perimental television station on Channel
4 for the metropolitan area of Washing-
ton, to be located in Arlington County,
Va. Proposed as part of the experimental
Philadelphia-Washington television re-
lay link granted by the commission
October 2, the new video outlet would
also be used to explore the area of Wash-
ington and vicinity as a television area.

Philco, which operates WPTZ here,
pointed out that the investigation would
be “original, as no television transmitter
has yet been put in operation as a
terminal for a two-way experimental tele-
vision relay link, or operated in the
Washington area.” Estimated cost of the
project is $150,000.

A portion of the 100 television re-
ceivers in the Philadelphia area, dis-
tributed among the company’s executives
and engineer, are to be removed to the
Washington area for the experimentation.
Washington operation would be of a
technical nature, as program testing al-
ready has been conducted by Philco else-
where. Materials for the outlet are to be
obtained thru the WPB directive of
July 22 authorizing materials for devel=
opmental construction.

bubton—common sense was not used
often in the co-ordination of sound and
sight. For example, one time when the
authoress pounded a typewriter it
sounded as tho someone were operating
a trip hammer in the studi> FM, whicn
is used for sound at WBKB, picks up the
slightest noises and presents them with
exaggerated clarity. Someone ‘should
have thought of having the authoress
use a noiseless typewriter, or someone
should have moved the boom mike back.

Ingenuity was also used in the pro-
graming of a news shot that was more
in the nature of a special events. Dr.
Margaret Mead, an official of the Com-
mittee on Food Habit, now holding a
meeting in Chicago, was featured. But
instead of merely interviewing Dr, Mead,
the station wove a little drama around
her and thus more effectively explained,
by .utilizing the potentialities of tele-
vision, the dietetic aims of her oganiza-
tion.

The home economics portion of the
program consisted of June Merrill pre-
senting George Mordikian, famed San
Francisco chef. He explained the ways
in which he makes salads and other
foods for which he is best known, We
still can’t understand why the station
doesn’t program this type of show in the
afternoon. It would be much more en-
joyable for a predominantly feminine
audience than for one including men.

Cy Wagner.

[ ———
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Chips Are Down
On M and Tele
In FCC Report

(Continued from page 4)

vealed much heretofore secret technical
info, and while he did not point to army
research as its source, it was obvious
that much of the technical background
came from his air force ‘work of the past
two years. :

Regarding tele, his main point was
that ultra high frequency broadcasting
will permit “an unobstructed path.” He
termed the band between 500 and 1500
mc. as the pest location for tele and
added significantly, “No experience which
I have had within the past few years
would lead me to change that predic-
tion.”

His testimony on FM was equally re-
vealing as he again cited the “less inter-
ference” argument as the best reason
for moving FM upward. He termed the
130-200 m.c. band as the best spot for
FM, and said from the ‘“propagation”
viewpoint, “moving up in the frequency
spectrum does not involve a compro-
mise.”

RCA’s Jolliffe took a sharp exception
to army speclalist’s viewpoint. He
pointed out that during the war RCA has
had more than 1,000 engineers on re-
search and that all the evidence sup-
ported the RTPB panel recommendations
for tele in its present allocations, RCA is
ready to provide “good” tele as “soon
as war conditions” permit, he declared.

Trammell stressed the “jobs” angle,
and he told the FCC that NBC is ready
to launch tele “as an immediate post-
war service.” He also said that from the
business side, tele will pay its way thru
advertising, pointing out that 1256 ad
men already have made “debuts” on
WNBT.

Hit Job Angle Hard
Joyce also hit hard the jobs angle, and
said tele, in fifth year, if given go-ahead
signal on present bands, would provide
jobs for 600,000. He backed up Jolliffe
that higher frequencles mean delay.

Hanson warned that tele men have no
experience in “higher” frequencies and
hence delay will follow if FCC pushes
service up. He pointed to five years of
experimenting to get tele where it is
today. He predicted tele nets, thru use
of coaxial cables and radio relays and
pointed to A.T.&T, plans for Coast-to-
Coast coxial cables to bind the country.

Attacks “Certain Broadecasters”’

DuMont’s Leonard F. Cramer also took
the stand during the week for present
tele levels and accused “certaln broad-
casters” of selfish aims in a campaign
to restrict tele progress,

“Advocates of moving to the higher
frequencies haven’t even established a
beachhead for television in this terri-
tory, except possibly on paper,” he de-
clared,

T. A. M. Craven took “up” view in
his testimony during the week. He said
pre-war tele quality was not publicly
acceptable, and added that “most engi-
neers” believe that tele ultimately will
make use of wide channels above 400
m.c. He warned that there is not suf-
ficient space below 400 in any event to
make tele adequate. Tele can be a reality
in the uppers within 18 months after
war’s closing, he added.

The Movie “Dream”

Fillip of the week wags the testimony
of Paul J. Larsen, former RCA hired hand
and now of Society of Motion Picture
Engineers. Larsen, straight facing, asked
for 15 20-m.c. channels between 300 and
1,000 c.m., 15 between 1,000 and 3,000,
and 45 bhetween 3,000 and 10,000 m.c.
for point-to-point private licensing mo-
tlon pix tele. He claimed there is no
limit to where pix tele can go, and
talked airily of 100,000 and over, uses
while the daring young men of CBS
looked agasp. Larsen said plans are to
pipe in tele for spot news, sports, variety
shows, etc. He predicted that color was
still years off. He also took time to
laud RTPB tele recommendations altho,
for himself, asking for the higher fre-
quency bands.

New radio services got the hearing call
today (30) with taximen, electro-medical
exports, railroads, bus, and truckmen
all putting in a word for a spectrum
slitce. Final RTPB testimony will come
later.

Review

Sunday at 4:30

Reviewed Sunday (22), 4:30-5 p.m.
Style—Classical music. Sponsor—First
National Bank of Boston. Agency—
B., B.,, D. & 0. Station WBZ-WBZA
(NBC-Westinghouse) , Boston and Spring-
field, Mass.

Apart from the fact that this marks
the first time that Boston’s staid, pow-
erful First National Bank has under-
written a radio stanza, the Sunday half-
hour music¢ session adds up to little more
than 30 minutes of pleasant listening.

The main flaw in the program is not
the conducting of Arthur Fiedler, nor the
orchestral work, but the impersonality of
the whole show. To a listener tuning
in late, it could be a recorded show
complete with a running commentary
on the composers involved in the fes-
tivities. There is nothing of PFledler, ex-
cept the announcer’s description of the
man mounting his podium to thunder-
ous applause, in the program. The music
on the program caught lacked sirong
contrast for listeners. Most interesting
part of this sponsored stanza was the
commercial, Plug for the First National
Bank was dignified, interesting and ef-
fectively put across, Commentary on
each composer was also well done.

The broadcast caught included such
favorite selections as the French Military
March, Overture to the Merry Wives of
Windsor, The Minuet from Hayden’s
88th Symphony, Massenet’s The Angelus,
and The Dance of the Buffoons from
Rimsky-Korsakoff’'s Snow Maiden., Al
were done with complete musical capa-
bility. Fans of Boston’s annual pop con-
certs and esplanade concerts will have
no trouble at all imagining themselves
back in those green pastures when they
tune in Sunday at 4:30.

But until the program receives an in-
Jection of showmanship and personality
(in a suitably dignified way, of course),
the broadcasts will make few new friends
for the bank or for Fiedler. Sunday af-
ternoon competition is plenty tough for
this sponsored variation of the pop con=-
certs. Barbara Pearson.

Cleland Card to Free-Lance

MINNBAPOLIS, Oct. 28.~Cleland Card,
for nearly 10 years one of the top staff-
ers at WCCO-CBS, is going to free-
lance in Twin Cities radio, first big-
name free-lancer in this area in some
years,

Altho he will continue his present
commitments with Butternut Coffee
and Hall Hardware Company for WCCO,
Card is expected to take over heavy sked
at KSTP-NBC, starting off with 12:45
p.an. 15-minute news seg for Butternut
Coffee.

Altho Card’s new set-up appears to be
free-lance, there is always the possibility
that he may hook up on permanent basis
with KSTP. If he does—and KSTP has
wanted him for some time—he would
make a likely prospect for that station
to pit against WCCO’s Hooperating lead-
er, Cedric Adams. Despite the fact that
Adams is way ahead on Hoopers, Card
has enough of a local following to beat
the drums long and loud in his own be-
half,

Alburty Buys Into WHBQ

MEMPHIS, Oct. 28.—E., A. (Bob) Al-
burty, general manager of Station WHBQ
since 1931, has purchased the interests of
Hoyt B. Wooten, owner of WREC, in
WHEBQ, Inc.

Because of the “duopoly order” of the
Federal Communications Commission,
Wooten was required to dispose of his
stock in WHBQ. Alburty’s purchase of
Wooten’s stock interest in WHBQ, how-
ever, does not affect the stock interest
of S. D. Wooten Jr.,, WREC chief engineer,
who owns a one-fourth interest, or of
Mrs. Stella H. Thompson who owns a
half-interest in WHBQ.

S. D. Wooten Jr. was not required to
dispose of his WHBQ stock because, tho
employed by WREC, he is not a stock-
holder, Coincident with the sale of the
Hoyt Wooten stock, Mrs, Thompson,
widow of Thomas Thompson, founder of
WHBQ, was elected president of the
company, an office held by Thompson
until his death. 8. D. Wooten Jr. was
elected vice-president, and Emily P. Al-
burty, secretary-treasurer. Alburty was
re-elected general manager.

D-F-S Takes Option
On Strip Quizzer

CHICAGO, Oct. 28.—A new-type quiz
program, for which sponsors have al-
ready made nibbles, is now held under
option by Dancer - Fitzgerald - Sample
Agency here. Show is idea and property
of Harold Gingrich, Chi radio-show
builder. Program, quiz format, was
auditioned recently at CBS, New York,
under the title of Meef the Champ.

The way in which it differs from estab-
lished quizzers makes it a program ldea
that might be the basis of the quiz show
of the future.

As set up by Gingrich snd packaged
by D-F-S, Meet the Champ would run
as a series of five 15-minute shows a
week on a net. Gilmmick is that one
contestant could appear indefinitely on
the series if he is good enough. Contest-
ants are pitted against each other, and
the one coming out on top during each
question period stays for the next stanza.
Thus, a group of about three different
questions would be asked two opposing
contestants. The one who answered the
most questions correctly would be pitted
agalnst another opponent. Thus, one
quizzer could go from inning to inning,
from night to night and possibly from
week to week.

According to way show is geared, each
correctly answered question nets & cone
testant $7. According to Gingrich, be-
cause many of the questions could be an=
swered by jyes or no, it would be pos-
sible for a contestant who stayed for 15
minutes to net himself $200. Questions
will be based on information in current
movies, magazines and newspapers.

Naturally, with such an arrangement,
with the listeners following the work of
a contestant who has gone on from night
to night, waiting for him to make a slip,
audience following would be maintained.

This new type of quiz, altho it might
be a way to keep listeners night after
night, would be expensive. It has been
estimated that cost of packaging such a
program would he $5,000 a week, exclu=~
sive of time.

Colgate Steps Up
Romance Theater;

Budget Hiked 50%

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Colgate, seeing
a chance to pass up not-so-tough NBC
opposish against its CBS Theater of Ro-
mance show, is spending heavy sugar on
talent. It is understood that budget
for the seg goes up 50 per cent as of this
week,

The NBC show, 4 Date With Judy, is
not considered too strong and Colgate
wants in. Most of the dough will go to
buying bigger name talent. Previously,
the show had used radio names only,
First indication of the outlay is signing
of Mary Astor for chores next Tuesday
(31).

HOLLYWOOD, Oct, 30.—~Lou Bring has
been set as musical director of the new
Gracie Fields show which tees off here
November 14 over the Blue. Comic Fred
Brady has also been signed for the show.

This week Producer Myron Dutton setf
Louis Quinn, Ben Friedman and Larry
Marks in the writing spot.

KATE SMITH 34.3 *
Here’s where you get a BIG
Rating, BIG Station, BIG Market.
#Hooper Rating Win.—Spr. Indéx 1943-'44,
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The Regional Airshow
Attracting Nationwide

GLAMOU

1

Inferest

| ——

Everybody in radio is watching this new
shows.

IUNE KNIGHT, of Dave Wolper’s new musical, “Glad To See You,” at
her recent guest shot on “Glamour Time,” surrounded by Ward Wilson, show’s
emsee; The Three Suns, whe provide the music, and Al G. Schwartz, originator
and scripter of one of radio’s really unique airshows.

Broadcast from New York Over Mutuval's Yankee
Network Every Thursday From 1:30 to 1:45 p.m.

Here's an airshow that’s so different .
only upon request. And are they requested! All over New England listeners have
been writing to Clear Weave asking for the plugs that they can’t get over the air.

For further details regarding sponsorship in other localities, address:
AL G. SCHWARTZ, Advertising Director, Clear Weave Hosiery, Boston, Mass,

Produced by MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA

. it sends its commercials by mail

and really different development in guest




12

RADIO-TELEVISION

The Billboard

.

A M

Cameramen

Are By-Passed

Stagehands organized, but
that’s wedge—once in legit
and pix, unions will conirol

o

NEW YOREK, Oct. 28—DuMont will
join the union-organized studios within
the next two weeks. This is not particu-
larly news to the air pic industry, but
what is news is that the IA is the organi.
zation that is moving in,
and that IA will not or-
ganize, for the time be-
ing, the DuMont camera=
men,

What the IA has or-
ganized are the stage-
nands (grips), carpenters
and electricians, just as
they have organized the
video studios at CBS and
NBC in these departments. The Du-
Mont contract being, it is said, identical
with the senior network papers.

At once the cost of operations at Du-
Mont will go up. This, as reported in
The Billboard some time ago, is what
the movie owners of stock in the com-
pany desire—production costs at least
comparative with Hollywood.

Unionization Just Started

The unionization of the video opera=
tion, however, has just starteq for the
cameramen, dollymen and control board
operators at DuMont are still uncovered.
Union officials state that they do not
think of video cameramen as being on
a par in importance with motion picture
lens experts and therefore are studying
the situation before they take any ac-
tion. Cameramen at both CBS and NBC,
as reported, are covered by net contracts
with the engineering unions at both
webs,

What is still wide open at all three
New York operations are scene builders,
painters, etc., altho it's known that the
IA will walk in on this department
whenever it feels that the time is ripe.
Right now it's not particularly inter-
ested because “the dough isn’t there.”
When it is, the stagehands will just re-
fuse to handle non-union sets and props
and that segment of the tele business
will be organized overnight,

IA and A’s of Same Mind

In this respect the IA is much of &
mind with the A’s, which has as
yet refused to set any standards or fees
for actors in the field. Only problem
here is that each of the four A’s has a
different way of taxing its members and
the AGVA, AFRA, AEA and SAG realize
that if there is joint jurisdiction in the
field the strictly video people will nat-
urally swing to the union with the low-
est dues.

Despite the co-operation and jointi
fact-finding committee it is known that
SAG (Screen Actors Guild) feels that
the field of making pix for the video
belongs to them. They also feel that
when and if theater television becomes
an actuality, that too, belongs to them.
They haven’t discussed this at any great
length with the other three A’s because,
“Since it's flm it’s ours,” is the attitude,

NABET and IBEW Not Concerned

NABET and IBEW are not concerned
with the IA move-in at this time, since
they have admitted all the time (not
for the record, of course) that the thea-
ter and screen unions naturally had a
case for organizing their crafts in tele.
If and when IA decides that cameramen
are not lugs but artists—then the two
engineering unions may have to take
action.

ACA hasn't staked out any branch of
the business as yet, but it has several
men “studying” the field. However, IA
still has an ace in the hole over and
above any other union in this operation.

They actually feel they will eventually
be abe to prevent regular pic film from

VES IN ON TELE ST

RCA Victor on
WNBT Fridays

NEW YORK, Oct. 28 —RCA-Victor will
sponsor over WNBT, NBC station, a
series of video shows featuring Victor
recording artists, Walt Disney CIAA pix
and special events. The series, which
preems November 17, will be presented
every Friday.

Tentative format calls for some live
shows with Victor artists, films that
Walt Disney made for the CIAA that
have never been shown before in this
country, and several other types of pix.

Program, called The World in Your
Home, will be bossed by John Williams,
tele manager for NBC; Paul Alley, who
heads the web’s film set-up, and Dr.
Herbert Graf, ’tele opera director.

Seramby-Amby to New York

HOLLYWOOD, Oct, 28. — Move ot
Scramby-Amby from Hollywood to New
York was announced this week by How-
ard Blake, writer-producer of the show,
who is now lining up cast for Eastern
appearance, Airer has been hitting the
Blue and makes the N. Y. trek November
22, Show here features Larry Keating,
announcer; Lynn Martin, vocalist, and
Charles Dant orchestra.

Election Night
Matches Three
Sight&Sounders

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—For the first
time in history, three New York video
stations will telecast election returns
November 7. CB8&’s WCBW, NBC’s WNBT
and DuMont’s WABD will all try their
hand at giving video audiences visual
coverage, .

CBS’s plans call for scannings of a
dummy newsroom, interpretations and
analysis and animation of trends on the
animator. DuMont, whose show will be
run by the Charles M. Storm ad agency,
the New York Daily News and Station
WNEW will rely on pretty much the
same techniques as will NBC.

Trade feels that the coverage will be
a test of the impact of the three orgs,
since for the first time viewers will be
able to stack them up against one an-
other in the same type of show.

Blue’s Mullin & Jaeger
Hop to Coast From Chi

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 30.—~Earl Mullin,
flack head of the Blue, and Pete Jaeger,
national sales manager, are due here this
week. '

It’s Mullin’s first trip to the Coast since
the Blue was formed two years ago.
Jaeger visited here last year.

Tele Ad Biz, Says Pic kixec,
As Industry Preps for Work

(Continued from page 10)
to optical or chemical treatment of film
if well understood and used.”

More Light Than Technicolor

In speaking of the technical side of
video, Landsberg said, “Television light-
ing is similar to motion picture lighting,
but a light level slightly above techni-
color standards is necessary at present.
Strong contrast is desirable and could
be obtained by heavy highlighting.” He
believes that lights must be flexible to
follow action and should be remote
controlled. At present Landsberg Iis
working on a system of controlling the
lighting at Paramount’s television stage
by a series of buttons on the main con-
trol panel. GE, Schenectady, N. Y., al-
ready controls its lights from a control
board set on a bridge.

Use of more cameras to obtain the
maximum shots was also outlined by
Landsberg. He said, ‘““The more cameras
(up to five in one studio) that are avail-
able the better, but room must be al=-
lotted to each for dolly shots.” For elabo-
rate presentations he favors the use of
a separate camera for titles and minia-
tures. Also, he stated that use of a
camera for motion picture inserts would
do much to help a video show, He said
that projected backgrounds such as now
used in motion picture production could
be used and were ideal to further the
illusory qualities of television.

Time a Vital Program Factor

In speaking of program types, he said
that in drawing up a program schedule,
the time of day and the hour is even of
greater importance than it is in radio.
“Educational and informative programs
have an ideal place in the morning
hours, particularly gymnastics and cook-
ing classes, In these hours the bank-
roller would have a chance of helping
the housewife plan her shopping trip
and, as an example, show her how to use
household novelties.

Afternoon video time could be set

being used in video projectors—unless
it's done the IA way.

. .. And the web brass hats don’'t like
to think about that—ang neither do
the indies in the field.

aside for light entertainment, later in
the day building shows that would ap=
peal to the kids returning from school.

Furthering his outline for the ideal
video schedule, Landsberg stressed that
the evening hours were, of course, the
high point, just as they are in radio. He
sald evening shows might start with an
illustrated analysis of the day’s news,
then giving way to sports events, per-
haps using {film for the latter. Short
dramatic or variety shows would then
follow, with travelogs and similar pro=
grams skedded for later in the evening,

Harpooning the advocates of a Coast=
to-Coast network such as now serves
radlo, Landsberg said, “Transcontinental
network programs are almost impossible
to schedule without losing a potential
audience because of the time difference.”
Much controversy is likely to come out
of Landsberg’s claim that, “We should
keep in mind that not coaxial cable or
relay transmitters, but film may be the
most practical Coast-to-Coast hook-up.”

Tele, the Guest in the Home

Landsberg next touched upon the style
of presentation. He said, “Never forget
that your audience is at home when
looking at television, not among a crowd
in a theater; the audience doesn’t visit
you; you are the guest.” He drove home
a strong point that good taste would have
to be paramount in video programs, even
more so, as is now prevalent in radio.
“Modest informality is the right tone for
program presentation, as well as the
sponsors message, which is preferably
tied into the program itself.”

In touching upon other production
problems, Landsberg said, “To use the
full impact of this visual medium, con-
tinuity of strong action is essential and
dialog should only support visual action.”

Landsberg has long felt that there is
not enough action in a majority of video
shows at this time. There is too much
of a tendency to follow the pattern of
early-day talking pictures wherein the
policy was to regard films in the terms
of legit productions. Characters stood
around and talked. He believes that
action, coupled with good dialog is of
paramount importance and that a show
will go sour if one or the other is neg-
lected.

Main Stem Seg
Being Set by CBS

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.-—CBS tele is
readying a new show, Next Month in
New York, dealing with local items. If
will attempt to scan future events of
interest. Actual format has not yet been
set by Director Paul Belanger.

It is understood, however, that a great
deal of the material will be slanted so
that it can easily be made into a par-
ticipating sponsored show.

Dept. Stores Holding
15 Meets on Video

NEW YORK, Oct. 30—More than 15
video meetings, conferences, clinics and
a convention skedded by retailers for the
next four months, plus applications for
three tele stations filed by department
stores in the past week, are regarded as
ample proof of retail store interest in
the new medium. The tremendous growth
of interest in jeep tele, tabbed in The
Billboard over the past three years and
summarized and brought up to date last
week, gets a further boost when retailers
all over the nation start their meets.

On November 14 the St. Louis Display
Guild will hold a meeting addressed by
Irwin Shane, top man at the Television
Workshop, outfit that is devoting much
of its time to department store tele,

A few weeks later more than 600 dis=-
play and publicity execs will meet in New
York for an all-day session on tele.
Sponsored by the NRDGA (National Re=
tail Dry Goods Associations). From Jan-
uary 15 to 19 an estimated 200 retail
execs will go thru a tele clinic in New
York. The NRDGA convention in New
York which begins January 8 will have
a tele section. Right now the Television
Workshop is touring video displays in
Chicago, St. Louis, Cincinnati, Philadel-
phia; Albany, N. Y., Buffalo; Detroit;
Rochester, N. Y.; San Francisco; McKees=
port, Pa.; Atlanta and Bridgeport, Conn.

On top of all that three department
stores, William Filene's Sons Company,
Boston; the Outlet Company, Providence,
R. I., and Maison Blanche, New Orleans,
last week applied to the FCC for permits
to build video stations. They are said
to be just three of the hundreds of em=-
poriums that have to use air pix to sell.

Lynn Martin Starts Guest

Policy for Carmichael

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—Producer Jack
Meakin will use guest-vocalists policy
on the Hoagy Carmichael show,

First to get the bow is Lynn Martin,
who comes over from the Scramby-
Amby airer now that it is moving to
New York. She will hold down the spot
for two weeks.

Jaeger Blue G. S. M. .

NEW YORK, Oct. 28—~—C. P. (Pete)
Jaeger, national sales manager of the
Blue, has been upped to general sales
manager of the web. Jaeger’s appoint-
ment to the post is effective immediately.

DuMONT

(Continued from page 10)
the viewer an idea of what Miss Severn
was driving at.

Otherwise the program was typical of
the director’s recent work—brash, ex-
perimental, different and intelligent. He
makes mistakes but his is one of the
most refreshing minds in New York
video. And Georges Leon rates a bow
for some pretty fine dance direction.

Bob Emery put on a decent show for
the SPAR recruiting drive. It was rather
routine video drama, not at all enhanced
by amateurish acting, but it put across
its point without too many fluffs.

DuMont's announcer, Dotty, does a
fairish job on the intro chores, but she
should be more careful in the future not
to move away from the camera (and the
hot lights) before the dissolve to the
next shot is complete. N

Marty Schrader.




November 4, 1944

The Billboard

MUSIC 13

802 GROUPS JOCKEY ON PLANS

Exec. Board:

Officers

BLUE
(Administration)
Prexy: Jack Rosenberg
Vice-Prexy: Richard McCann
Secretary: William Feinberg
Treasurer: Harry A, Suber

Herman Tiven

UNITY
Calmen Fleisig
Joseph Le Maire
Al Raderman
Nicholas F. Vitalo

Jimmy Barton

Three Slates for Local 802

SQUARE DEAL
Max L. Arons
Sherman G, Brande
Edward Horn
David Michlin
Marty Berger

Charles Iucci
Ernie Wagner
John Long
George Laendner
Robert Stern
Sam Suber
Emil Balzer
Henry Macara
Trial Board: Ralph Redman
Jack Stein
C. G. McGibney
Jack Downey
Frank Lamberti
Hi Jaffe
Happy Powers
Sam Wilcomer
Eddie Daly

Delegates to
Central Trades:

Jack Rosenberg
William Feinberg
Richard McCann

Richard McCann
Emil Balzer

To N. Y. State
Ped. of Labor:

To Hebrew Louis Grupp
Trades:
To AFM: William Feinberg

Harry A. Suber

Maurice Benavente
Charles Bowman
Al Green-Gold
Joseph Malkin

Elizabeth Barry
Powler Hayes
Izzy Myer

Sam Raderman

Al Menuti Paul Richenbach
Vic Montes John S8ylvester
Al Stanley Andy Pine

Ray Parker Burt Smith

Frank Garisto
Samuel Heiss
Pete Leonard
Dave Meadow
Ralph Speceia
Sam Wilson
Ralph Williams
Max Steinberg
not avallable

Irving Bloom
Tom Connelly
Leo Farberman
Bobby Greenfield
Frank Levin

Al Nathan

Henri Noel

Jerry Serly

not available

Max L. Arons
Sherman G. Brande
Sam Raderman

Calman Fleisig
Irving Bloom
Al Menuti

Sherman G. Brande
Edward Horn

Al Raderman
Tom -Connelly
William Wohlman Ben Musicus

Prank Garisto
David Michlin

Irving Bloom
Al Menutl

MPPA & 802
Reach Okay
On All Staffers

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—MPPA. and Local
802, musicians’ union, have reached a
tentative agreement in negotiations over
increase for copyists, arrangers, pianists
and proofreaders in pub houses.

New contract now being drawn up, and
to be submitted to the WLB. for approval,
calls for a two-year pact starting Sep-
tember 30, 1944, and skeds a 5 per cent
increase until September 30, 1945, and &
5 per cent increase from that date until
September 30, 1946. Present agreement,
which ran until September 30, 1944, has
a 10 per cent increase over previous con-
tract under the Little Steel Formula.

At last week’s MPPA meeting, the
board approved the recommendation of
the industry committee headed by Elliott
Shapiro (S-B).

Fisher Again Asks
ASCAP Up Rating

NEW YORK Oct. 28 —Meeting of the
ASCAP Appeals Board, which took place
Tuesday (17), brought up case of Fisher
Music, which had asked for an Increase
in avallability rating at a previous com-
mittee session. Request was originally
turned down and at Tuesday’s confab
a representative for Fisher asked for the
increase on ground that a rental deal
had been made with Feist Music, whereby
songs that soon were coming to a re-
newal date were divvied up between
Feist and Fisher.

In the divvy, which was done to fa-
cilitate the necessity of cleared renewals
where more than one writer's name ap-
peared cn a song, Jack Robbins, for
Feist—one of the Big Three—selected
first five of the 50 tunes, with remain-
ing 45 going to Fisher. As a result, be-
cause of the added 45 tunes to the
Fisher catalog, a request was made to
increase the firm’s availabllity rating in
ABCAP,

AHA, ASCAP Meet
And Talk Skeds

NEW 7YORK, Oct. 28—Meeting is
skedded for early this week between
American Hotel Association and ASCAP
to discuss licensing contracts between the
Soclety and AHA. It is understood that
AHA has studied the ASCAP rate sked
which went into effect around August 1
and means to take issue with certain
parts of it. It is known that AHA thinks
unfair the present policy of paying a
rate comparable to individual night
clubs, ballrooms and cocktall lounges,
if a hotel has all three entertainment
factors; if only two, or one, rate is equal
that of individual operations on the out-
side.

At present ASCAP’s contracts with
hotels Tun for a year and are automati-
cally renewable at that time unless either
one or both parties cancels during the last
30 days. According to John G. Paine,
general manager of the Soclety, the rate
schedule will have changes in it before
actually going into operation.. End of
this year will mark the first six months
sked has been operating, at which time
ASCAP field men will meet and talk over
strong and weak points.

Hotel licensing operations after first
of year will probably find BMI in the
field as well as ASCAP for the first
time, Negotiations are now on between
BMI and AHA.

Decca Dickering
For Coast Plant

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Decca 1s cur-
rently negotiating for another plant in
Los Angeles, Dickerings were started the
past summer, but deal has not been
closed as yet.*

This marks second move by the com-
pany in six months to expand production
facilities. Six months ago they took over
another plant on the Hast Side in New
York, giving them two here, one in Rich-
mond, Ind., (on a lease basis), and an
established one on the Coast.

Decca’s production figure is estimated
to be around 38,000,000 & month at the
present time,

Three Slates .A_nnounced in

Forthcoming 1945-46 Vote

All parties silent on platforms—Petrillo gives official
nod to no one—Unity clique most active—Victory Party

still to announce ticket

NEW YORK, Oct. 30.—Complete slates
have been announced by three of the
four parties in the forthcoming Local
802 AFM elections, altho one of the
candidates for the Trial Board is yet to
be announced by Unity and the Square
Deal groups. The three slates have been
bracketed and boxed on this page. Un-~
usual situation finds no duplication on
any of the three slates, each group of-
fering a complete ticket.

None of the planks have been released
at the time The Billboard goes to press,
each group jockeying so as not to reveal
their plans. They have until November
17 to file. However, several maliling pieces
have been sent out by the Fleisig Unity
Ticket, and the Blue (Administration)
Party has stated that it will not issue a
platform but will run “on its 10-year
record.”

Square Dealers claim they have the
backing of the man who came within
296 votes of defeating Jake Rosenberg
at the election two years ago, David
Gusikoff, and another Unity man popu-
lar during the elections two and four
years ago, Hyman Grossman. Speaking
of his stand, Max L. Arons, standard-

Two Mil Bucks
Down-Payment

Bid for Col’bia

NEW YORK, Oct. 28. — A $2,000,000
syndicate, headed by music pub, George
Weiner, recently approached execs at Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System, with the
idea of purchasing its subsid, Columbia
Recording Corporation. Altho there’s
Leen no talk of latter being for sale,
and it’s presumed that the deal prob-
ably won’t go thru, nevertheless the bid
was made thru Weiner and his attorney
1o various parties at CBS re buying the

disker. Matter’ is hush-hush, with
Weiner, who owns Grand Music and
We-Mar, a BMI affiliate, surrounding

himself with backers who are willing to
put up the dough.

Backers are not known but it was
disclosed that Harry James, who has an
arrangement with Weiner for latter to
publish his (James) originals, with band
leader a partner in the music pub house,
was definitely not one of those putting
up the money. James has a five-year
contract with Columbia Recording,

It's understood that if deal fails to
jell, with Weiner’s idea being to put
down the above amount as down pay-
ment and take notes for whatever dif-
ference Columbia wanted for its subsid,
syndicate will attempt to purchase a
large plant and augment his present
firm, Grand Record Company,

Garland’s “Trolley” Song

To Be Released as Single

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 30~Decca is re-
leasing The Trolley Song recorded by
Judy Garland as a single platter next
month instead of putting 1t in the al-
bum of tunes from Meet Me in St. Louis
which won’t be on sale until the holi-
days.. The Trolley Song is hot right now.

. .

Freddie Fields a Booker

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—TFreddie Fields,
Shep’s brother, came out of the coast
guard with a medical discharge last week
and has joined the Abbie Greshler Office
as a booker. He was a trombonist before
going into service.

bearer for the Square Dealers, stressed
that their’s was not going to be a mud-
slinging campalgn. “There are abuses
in every branch of the musical business
and we know them, and it will be our
pledge to see that they are removed.

“I believe I.know what the members
want. My 10 years on the Trial Board
should have taught me at least that,”
sald Arons, “and one thing is certain,
they want an open door to the offices
of their elected union officials. I've
proven for 10 years that my door has
been always open—and a¥ president if
will continue to be open. I expect, long
before election to be able to state briefly
what our Square Deal group will try to
do when they are elected. Our slate
speaks for itself, the job we’ll do will
likewise speak for itself and for the meme
bers of the biggest music local union im
the world.”

$% Backers Speak Up

Some of the financial backers of the
Square Dealers were far from being con-
tent to fight the battle out on the basis
of what can be done for the members at
large., Several of the men who have put
up and are putting cash are violent
haters of prexy Rosenberg. They tell
stories of his being asked to retire
gracefully (he is known to be not too
well a man) and his answering that he'd
retire if he was guaranteed $10,000 for
life. These tales are denied by the Ad-
ministration, of course, altho a caucus
has been held where such ‘‘deals” may
have been suggested. Another $ backer
of the Bquare Dealers tells at length how
prexy Jake sent out plug letters on a
song he wrote;, to band leaders, on Fed-
eration stationery, of his frequent ab-
sence from his office and board meetings
and many like things about which presi-
dents of unions have been needled for
years.

Petrillo Deals Himself Out

AFM prexy stated officially during the
week, as of course he would have to,
that he has had nothing to do with the
local elections and that “all parties have
his blessing.” It is known that it would
be dynamlite to have the AFM officially
interfere in any way with local elections
—but as other international officials ex-
plained, “a man can’t help having friends
—and wishing them luck.”

Unity Ticket Most Active

The Unity Ticket has been the most
active to date. They've been so active
that their first maliling was signed by at
least one man no longer assoclated with
Fleisig, Dave Meadows. He is now a
candidate for the Trial Board under the
Square Deal badge. While the S. D. offi-
cial candidates also offer a ‘“clean cams-
palgn,” many backers of the Unity group
are frank to admit that “the entire Ad-
ministration must be cleaned out”
What’s wrong, stated one active cam-
paign worker, 1s the work of six men—
not one. Unity is out to remove from
office Jack Rosenberg, Willlam Feinberg,
Richard McCann, Harry A. Suber, Sam
Suber and Max Arons. All six, say Unity
backers, are guilty allke of “the mess
that 802 finds itself in today.”

The Victory Party has yet to officially
announce a slate. However, 802 members
close to Weilsman, Victory Party organ-
izer, say that he’ll wait until everyone
else has had their say, placed their
candidates on the line and then he’ll
announce his slate, It is known, however,
that he has been a busy beaver getting
up a war chest, even tho there are still
some in the other three parties who will
swear to 1t that “Victory is a name, not
8 party.”

Next week, “Platforms.”
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MCA Execs in Chi Trying
To Get Paramount To Open

Theater Doors

to More Bands

Record at N. Y. Paramount N. S. H. for Music Corp.

NEW YORK, Oct. 30. — Attempt to
smooth over relationships between Music

Corporation of America and the theater:

department of Paramount Pictures, a
situation known in the trade to be rocky
for over a year, was reportedly made this
past week in Chicago. Outside of the
big MCA bands, the agency has had little
success in putting any of its bands in the
New York house during the past year.
Tommy Dorsey played the house last
Christmas and since them only MCA band
in the spot has been Xaxier Cugat. That’s
two out of nine bands since end of last
year. -

The fact that Harry Levine, booker for
the New York Paramount, and the thea-
ter chair, and Johnny Dugan, theater
booker for MCA, trained out separately
over the week-end for Chicago, according
t0 the trade, earmarks fact that discus-
sions are in order. Not only is the re-
lationship strained because of the New
York Paramount situation, a situation
that those close to it say might stem
from a Tommy Dorsey situation, in which
. Loew’s, to whom he is under contract for
pix (MGM), called for Dorsey’s services
at their main Stem house, the Capitol.

Not known if this is the entire inside
story, but outside of the New York situa-
tion, MCA has been known to be dis-
satisfied with the limitation on the nums=
ber of weekly bookings out of a year in
such towns as Buffalo and Omaha, to
mention a couple, where only five to 10
weeks of vaude is seen a year.

In such places MCA, according to those
close to the situation, has been trying to
increase the number of weeks from five
to 15 and 20 a year. The reason is because
the agency wants a chance to sell more
of its medium-priced bands to Para-
mount. At the present time there’s no
aches in selling such names as T. D,
Horace Heidt and Sammy Kaye, but for
the lesser known-MCA clients the field is
tough and limited. Those who know the
Paramount policy say that the pic com-
pany, when playing a mediocre stage-
show or pic, uses a top name band. And
when the pic is “A” they use no band at
all, feeling that the pic will carry its
weight to do tremendous b. o.

Recognized is the fact that MCA at
the present time is not getting com-
missions on two of its juiciest properties,

(See MCA ASKS PARA on page 17)
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Private Bandstand

SAN CLEMENTE, Calif.,, Oct.
28.—Dick Allen and orchestra
have been renewed for another
stint here at the Casino, But the
boys, all below 21 years of age,
still can’t go into the ballroom.
They played here during the sum-
mer and didn't do it. Now they
will play thru the winter but still
keep out of the ballroom where
liquor is sold.

All set to open last summer,
the manager was ready to close
out the band because the Board
of Egqualization wouldn’t allow
minors in a place where liquor
is sold. Van TonKins, band’s per~
sonal manager, went before the
board and offered to place $5,000
bond that the boys would not be
near the bars. Board argued that
minors were still in the ballroom.
Tonkins countered that he’d build
a bandstand outside the ballroom
and let the dancers get the mu-
sic thru an opening which would
be made. ' The hoard laughed.

So the band could play, man-
agement cut a door from the
back of the bandstand to the
patio, Bandmen, none over 19,
enter and exit thru it. Not one
has yet been in the ballroom. But
Tonkins’s reasoning kept the date
for the outfit.

Heidt Vs. MCA
At 15-Way Mark

NEW YORRE, Oct. 28 —Half-way mark
in the Horace Heidt-Music Corporation
of America tiff was reached last week when
MCA answered Heidt’s charges which he
filed with the American Federation of
Musicians in July of this year. MCA’s
rebuttal went out last week, and it’s
understood to be a 22-page affair an-
swering Heidt’s reported accusations of
gross mismanagement and improper han-
dling, a condition that resulted in Heldt’s
known attempt to break his contract with
MCA many times since he signed with
them nine years ago. He’s now in the
fourth year of a seven-year contract,
having finished a five-year contract pre-
vious to this.

Heidt, now on his way back to play
his own ballroom, the Trianon, in Cali-
fornia, says that he will offer his own
rebuttal to MCA’s counter claim in about
eight weeks. He has been known to have
taken an added burn at the agency this
summer over the Hotel Pennsylvania-
Capitol Theater situation. According to
Heidt, MCA would rather keep him in
theaters than in hotels, because the
agency gets a higher commission from
theaters than a location date. Conse-
quently, he states that MCA offered him

. contracts for the Capitol and the Penn-

sylvania, dated the same day, conse-
quently blocking him from attaining a
hotel booking in town.

MCA’s rebuttal is not known in detail
but it’s reportedly, in part, a report of
the bookings they have secured for Heidt
during the past nine years, and the
money he’s made thru the agency. Heidt
also claims to have booked himself into
theaters in 1940-1941, with MCA doing
that chore now. That point, plus the
claim that he booked himself into the
Hotel Biltmore, New York, some time ago,
bringing hotel execs to the Drake Hotel,
Chicago, to hear the band, and the fact
that he claims to have sold Stewart-
Warner (Heidt’'s former radio sponsors)
deal and had to pay MCA commission
for 13 years on it, will go into the re-
buttal, plus other material gathered
during past few years.

BMl-ers Meet, Nix Happens

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Routine meeting
of Broadcast Music, Inc’s board of di-
rectors took place last week, with re-

. portedly little activity. Twelve execs met,

headed by J. Harold Ryan, prexy of Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters (auto-
matically head of BMI as result). They
meet once every three months.

At last meeting licensing of hotels by
BMI was discussed, but no mention was
made of it this time. However, BMI and
the American Hotel Association are in
the midst of negotiations on licensing
beginning the first of the year.

They're Going
To Sign Now;
It Is Hoped!

Petrillo a Foreign Couniry?

WASHINGTON, Oct. 30. — Last week
during the Presidential conference, a
newsman, during a discussion on foreign
affairs, asked FDR, “What about Petrillo?”

FDR, without that famous smile, an-
swered, “What country is he involved
with?”

Which was okay for a Presidential sally
at a conference, but at Camden, N. J.,
Bridgeport, Conn., and at 30 Rockefeller
Plaza, New York, they know the country
with which prexy Petrillo was invalved. It
was “Diskus, Platter County in the State
of Wax,” and it was very active during
(See Ban Skedded to Finish on page 65)

Jimmy Dorsey Set
For 8 Hotel Penn
Weeks and Maybe 16

NEW YORK, Oct. 28—Jimmy Dorsey
goes into Hotel Pennsylvania here Feb=-
ruary 12 for eight weeks, with Dorsey
requesting hotel not to book anyone
after him as yet, meaning that he might
like to stay 16 weeks. Reason, reportedly,
is possibility of a radio show keyed from
New York, with Dorsey consequently
looking for a steady spot to do show.
Dorsey follows Les Brown, who goes in
in mid-December for second time this
year. He played the spot early in the
summer.

Rumors around town that Dorsey
didn’t want to play the spot because he
lost so much dough there last time is
so much tush, according to those in
know, for it was learned that J.D.
phoned hotel execs months ago while
playing Golden Gate Theater, San Fran-
cisco, and asked for a date to be keph
open for him,

Hotel also claims that 1t is not tight-
ening up on rider clauses in band con=-
tracts calling for cancellation of date in
case of a pic. Charlie Spivak, hotel pointg
out, is not set as yet because of con-
flicting dates, with band and hotel not
being able to get together,

Ellington Stages
Third Carnegie Date

NEW YORK, Oct. 28—Third Duke Hl-
lington concert at Cargenie Hall will
take place this year December 19, with
Ellington, as usual, buying out the hall
and selling ducats, just as he dig last
year.

Pirst year’s concert was for Russian
War Relief, and Ellington donated his
services. Ellington starts on his concert
tour around December 1.

Ellington will give a huge concert on
the Coast after first of year with Los
Angeles Philharmonie,
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Para Pix Disk
Plans Pulled
Off the Shelf

All Filmites in Wax Soon

NEW YORK, Oct. 28 —Paramount Pic-
tures is definitely going into disk biz,
with idea being exploitation of Para
stars. According to Para execs here, plan
has been kicking around within past
couple of months to tie Para’s firms,
Paramount and Famous Music, with
screen voices. Idea, which has been on
the shelf of not only Paramount but also
MGM, RKO and practically every other
picture company, is now sald to be in
the post-discussion stage. Realization of
disk problems of today, such as pressing
plants, distribution, man power, etc., is

said to be the reason for keeping talk

down to exploitation 1idea, similar to
Lion label now in works for Robbins
Music,

Robbins, in his deal with EIl Ober-
stein’s Hit label, is using his releases to
send to radio stations. Paramount's idea
is the same, using such stars as Johnnie
Johnston, Betty Hutton, Dorothy Lamour,
t0 mention a few.

Profit Sharing
Hitting Alley

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Music pubs are
said to be looking with interest at ac-
tivity in the street of bringing employees
into participation-profits of the firms.
Latter definitely starts the first of the
year at Irving Berlin Music Company,
with all employees coming in for a cut
based on copies sold, with & minimum
guarantee involved. Another firm, BMI,
has recently bought insurance policies
and benefits for employees, which, while
not working as a spur, as the Berlin sys-
tem, nonetheless protects employees.

Dave Dreyer, who recently decided to
stay with I.B. as general professional
manager, was going to institute the same
share-the-profit system in his recently
talked-about firm, backed by BMI. How-
ever, upon staying with Berlin, he has
put the system into effect, starting Janu-
ary 1. At present time, Berlin, as do
most pubs, works on a bonus system,
with boys getting what the boss wants
to toss at them at the end of the year.
Whole thing probably stems from fact
that last year at Berlin, Inc., no bonus
was given, altho Berlin reportedly wanted
one, while Bornsteln was then said to
be against it.

BMUDI’s insurance plan carries a $5,000
life insurance policy for all employees,
hospitalization insurance, and an acci-
dent policy for all employees the moment
they step into the office.

Jan Savitt Nixes
- Copa Spot; Reason,

No Like Red Ink

NEW YORK, Oct, 28.-- Copacabana,
New York nitery, is without a band as
yet for four weeks after Abe Lyman
steps out to go into Strand Theater here,
November 17, until George Olson comes
in mid-December.

Jan Savitt was supposed to come in
but has turned down the Job, saying
that he no like the $2,500 per the club
is offering for the spot. Savitt told his
personal manager, Joe Glaser, that he’s
nixing spot because pay roll is $2,850
plus commissions to MCA. Savitt would
rather take a vacation than play the
spot, even tho five wires a week have
been set up and paid for. Glaser still
can’t figure out how Savitt will lose
dough when leader takes out $500 a week
for his end.

Savitt recently lost another job, but
not of his own volition. He was sup-
posed to play the Paramount Theater
here with current Frank Sinatra show,
but San Francisco hotel he was playing
at the time wouldn’t release him from
his contract a week ‘earlier to let him
take the job. Hotel nixing Savitt on
that deal cost leader around $30,000.

Decca Waxes Bible

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.— Record
companies have put out unusual
disks, but Decca is going ‘em all
one better in a session it’s work-
ing out with Orson Welles. They
are disking sections of The Bible,
“with cuts,” and if it has any-
thing like the sale of the Book
they can forget the rest of thelr
Deccaites. Welles will also do an
album of speeches by famous
characters of history grouped by
ideas.

Local 802 Keeps
E. Howard Out
Of Essex House

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Eddy Howard
attempt to play the Casino-On-the-Park,
Essex House spot currently holding
Harold Stern ork, was nixed by Local
802 last week.

Union ruling disallows soliciting by a
traveling band for a spot where an 802
band is already playing. That’s the case
here. Howard has a traveling band, in
New York now doing the Raleigh radio
show, while Stern has an 802 ork.

McCA tried to land job at the place
but 802's exec board meeting last week
handed an official nix to the venture.

WPB Limits Paper
Stocks at Printers;
Pubs Hit Indirectly

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Latest War Pro-
duction Board amendment to its limita-
tion order on printing and publishing,
dated October 13, is aimed at printer’s
inventory, affecting the amount of paper
a printer can have on hand at any time,

There was no mention made in the
latest amendment to the original Order
1.-241, to the double-compliance amend-
ment which came out in May of this
year, whereby both printer and music
pub couldn’t consume more than 75 per
cent of paper used in 1941. This was
later amended at behest of MPPA, when
sheet music was taken out of the amend-
ment after it was shown that most
ASCAP pubs didn’t put out sheet music
for 10 months because of the BMI-ASCAP
tiff.

Newest amendment doesn’t affect con-
sumption of paper by music pubs, but
instead limits printer's supply to 95
per cent of his total inventory on Octo-}
ber 1, 1944, or 95 per cent of 60 days’
supply, whichever is less. For months
after October the printer’s inventory
must only be 85 per cent of his total
inventory on October 1, 1944, or 85 per
cent of a 60 days’ supply, whichever is
less. Amendment is reportedly aimed at
printers who stock up paper and thus
deprive competitors of paper which
might normally go to them.

Canuk PRS Meets

Under Own Power

NEW YORK, Oct, 28.—First meeting
of the Canadian Performing Rights So-
clety under its “own power” was held
last week in Toronto, with four of the
six directors being Canadians. New board
is made up of Gordon V. Thompson,
William Low, Harry Jamison and Holmes
Maddick, of Canada, and John G. Paine,
ASCAP, and Ralph Hawkes, performing
Rights Society, London. New head of
membership committee is Low, who suc-
ceeds Louis Bernstein, with Deems Tay-
lor, ASCAP prexy, and Saul H. Bornstein
also resigning in an effort to speed up
the operations of the Canadian society.

Before reorganization there were three
ASCAP and three PRS officers,

Masters for U. Short

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—Frankie Mas~-
ters and ork are slated to begin recording
November 1 for another musical short
at Universal. Harry Owens was supposed
to make one in October but prior com=-
mitments made it impossible. He will
check in at the studio sometime in No-
vember for his stint.

Increases for
Net Musikers

Everyone Geis Piece of Cake

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—There’s plenty
of jubilation this week among network
musicians since the WLB approved wage
increases as asked by Local 802 in its
last negotiations with the webs. War
Labor Board approved all net contracts
last week and men get retroactive pay
to August 1, 1943. Musicians are pocket-
ing anywhere from $100 to $1,500 addi-
tional dough, and altho the sum total
amount being paid by the four nets isn’t
known, it’s sure to be plenty!

Local 802’s last contract was up in
February, 1944, but because of a “high
cost of living” clause in the contract,
retroactive pay was asked for six months,
Staffmen will now get 8126.50 per, an
increase of $6.50 per week; stafimen
playing four hours of commercials a week
will get an increase from $125 to $132.50,
while those doing five hours will get $165
instead of $150 per.

Chief librarians get an increase from
$150 to $165 per, with assistants getting
a jump from $75 to $86.25 a week. All
stafimen are to be paid an adjustment
back until August 1, 1943, with the new
rates indicated making up the difference
from what they've been getting.

On single engagements, that is where
musicians get work from the outside,
altho not a net staffman, a $12 rate
exists today no matter if job is 15 min-
utes or one hour. Under new WLB rul-
ing up to a half hour scale is now $14,
or a $2 increase. From 30 minutes to
an hour scale is now $18, or a $6 in-
crease.

Before the expiration of the contract
February 1, 1944, the union tried to ne-
gotiate a new pact with the networks,
but at the order of James C. Petrillo,
head of the AFM, union was told not
to enter into any negotiation with Victor
or Columbia because of the present AFM-
Victor-Columbia controversy. However,
a week before actual termination cvf cons=

Plasma?

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Bobby
Sherwood, now at the Buffalo
Water Carnival, will revamp his
ork on the Coast as soon as he
finishes present date. While on
Coast he’ll record for Capitol, to
which he’s inked, and then head
into Hotel Sherman, Chicago,
December 15.

Herbie Fields is now also in
process of giving band new life,
as is Boyd Raeburn. Latter was
going to break up altogether and
head for New York and start over,
but decided to change as he went
along.

James Offered
5G for 1-Niters

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Highest guarane-
tee in one-nighter biz has been offered
to Harry James for appearances at the
Forum, Toronto, and Purple Leaf Garden,
Montreal, with leader being offered $5,000
against 60 per cent for dates in Canada,

James, after finishing stint at Hotel
Astor here this summer, did a series of

one-nighters on his way back to the
Coast. He was guaranteed $4,000 against
60 per cent then and did plenty okay,
taking out $11,000 from Hershey Park,
Hershey, Pa., alone, a record take for.
one-nighters,

After doing his two weeks at Frank
Dailey’s Meadowbrook, starting Monday
(31), James will probably do about five
one-nighters on his way back to the
Coast. There’s been no definite word yet
as to his taking the Paramount bid for
Christmas, but indications are that he’ll
head westward after playing here.

tract in January of this year, Petrillo
gave Local 802 the go ahead sign and
negotiations were started.
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From the MGM Picture “ANCHORS AWEIGH"
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Show the G.I’s

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Frank Sinatra
will probably go overseas for USO-Camp
Shows after the first of the year, altho
it’s only in talk stage so far. Bing Crosby
just returned.

After finishing Paramount Theater
stint, Sinatra goes into Wedgewood Room
here November 8 for three weeks and
then heads for the Coast to do a pic.
it won't be for RKO, to which he’s under
contract for seven years, but an outside
company, his contract stipulating two
outside pix a year.

After the picture and at the end of
any 13-week cycle on his present Vimm'’s
CBS radio show, he may entertain abroad.
It’s understood that his sponsor won't
stand in his way In case time comes be-~
tween end of cycles.

Sinatra, now getting between $4,000
and $5,000 at the Paramount Theater,
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SONGS WITH MOST RADIO PLUGS
The following are the leading songs on the basis of the largest number of network
plugs (from New York outlets WIZ, WEAF, WABC and WOR) for the past week. Posi-
é Zi%ia?etf;}:\:ul;st is no indication of a song’s ‘‘most played’ status, since all songs are listed
% Compilaiion is based upon data supplied by Accurate Reporting Service, with plugs
é per tune omitted byl The Billboard. (M) Song in legit musical. (F) Song in film musical,
7 TITLE PUBLISHER
% A Kiss to Remember L 1
é .................................. incoln
Always (F) ....... 80606000006 &S 00 o O OL0 o Berlin
. e iy ]
7 Anchors Aweigh ....... ... ..., Robbins
ﬁ An Hour Never Passes.......coccvvvvvvennenn.. Shapiro-Bernstein
g Come With Me, My Honey (F) ....................... Santly-Joy
g Dance With a Dolly .........c.cviinninn... Shapiro-Bernsiein
é Dont Fence Me In (F) .......ciiiiiiiiniinnnnn. Harms, Inc.
Z How Many Hearis Have You Broken? ............... Advanced
- I Don‘t Want To Love You Chelsea
2 I Dream of You .......... Embassy
I'll Be Seeing You ......cooviieeiennennnennnennannns Williamson
I'll Walk Alone (F) ...... P o PO Morris
I'm Making Believe (F) .................. Bregman-Vocco-Conn
Is YoulsorlIs You Aint1? (F) .................... . .Leeds
It Had To Be You (F) ....c.oovvvnnivnn. e R Remick
JustClose Your Eyes . ...........coiian... . veres...Maesiro
Let Me Love You Tonight .............. e ole e ala el e B Robbins
Magic Is the Moonlight (F) ........................ Melody Lane
On My Way Out ..., 0000000aaD World
Sweet Dreams, Sweetheart (F) .. i, +......Bemick
Sweet and Lovely (F) ..................... 00066006000 0000 Feist
Ten Days With Baby (F) ............................. Triangle
The Day After Forever (F) .................. Burke-Van Heusen
The Very Thought of You (F) ............. ... ... Wiimark
Tico Tico (F) . et et ae bt e, . .Harris
Together (F) ........ 5000G0aa0060BGP0000000000000000a Crawford
Trolley Song (F) ..ovuuiioneniiiiiii i iieiii s, Feist
Turn Off the Rain ............... oA Brown & Henderson
Twilight Time ............... 50000000T 00000000 Campbell-Porgie
Two AGaIN ..i.ovnorsrooerascnococonnss ciseoesaenea...Southern
B £ 5 4 T S coocoa ceo...BMI
What a D1fference a Day Made ............ ieeeseneeees.Marks
Whispering ...cecvierernnvirnerienrerienienseesensssass . Miller
Lucky Strike HIT PARADE
{BS, Saturday, Ocfober 28, 9-9:45 p.m, EWT.
Whs. PO“ITION
to  Last|Thi
Date Wk |Wk TITLE PUBLISHER
11 1§ 1.T1 Walk Alone (F)....oooveveinennnen..s....Morris
3 2| 2. Dance With a Dolly...............Shapiro-Bernstein
~— — | 3. Trolley Song (F) ..... P Feist
10 4| 4. IsYouls ?r)Is You Ain't? (F) .................. Leeds
3 — {5 Together (F) ...........cciiiiiiainn.. -.Crawford
5 3 | 6. How Many Hearis Have You Broken?...... -Advanced
9 5| 7. It Had to Be You (F)...... oL e e e S o Morris
2 8 8 Always (F) t.iverieminennnninrnonnnntnonenn. Berlin
2 9. Let Me Love You Tomghi" ................. Robbins
y (No. 7 announced but not sung due to five-minute cut for
Z poltical talk.)
é And the Following Exiras: Don’t Siit Under the Apple Tree,
é Anchors Aweigh, and California, Here I Come.
Z NATIONAL AND REGIONAL SHEET MUSIC BEST SELLER = SOURCES:
% Atlanta: Cable Piano Co. Boston: H, N. Homeyer & Co. Chicage: Carl Fischer, Inc.;
% Gamble Hinged Music Co.; A. C. McClurg. Cincinnati: Song Shop; Willis Music Co,
% Denver: Charles E, Wells Music Co. Los Angeles: Morse M. Preeman, Inc. New
% York City: Music Dealers’ Service, Inc.; Ashley Music Supply Co.; Myrex Music
Z Corp.; Carl Fischer, Inc.; Music Sales Corp Phoenix, Ariz.: J. J. Newberry, Co.
Z Plttsbnrgh: Volkwein Brothers Inc. Portland, Ore.: Irving Sklare Music Co., care
% Meier & Frank Co. San Antonio: Southern Music Co. San Francisco: Pacific
% Coast Music J'obbers'. St. Louis: St. Louis Music Supply Co.
/ HARLEM HIT PARADE SOURCES: Rainbow Music Shop, Harvard Radic Shop,
7
% Lehman Music Company, Harlem De Luxe Music Store, Ray’s Music Shop, Frank’s
% Melody Music Shop, Davega-City Radio, Inc., New York: Richards Music Shop,
é Bernard Record Shop, Brooklyn; Groove Record Shop, Melody Lane Music Com=
% pany, Metropolitan Music Shop, Wright Music Shop, Chicago; Klayman’s Music
% Shog’ Cg;cmrndatghgguglx;; ggg%rdvihop, Atlanta; Radio Shop of Newark Newark, N. J.
Gary’s Reco b
MHIHEHHIHIHHBAHG G HIHFHR P ITBTB I I IS SIS SSSSSNSSSSSSISS S N\

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 30—Jimmy Wakely
is being held over an additional four
weeks at Casa Manana. Joe Zucca, mane=
ager of the spot, tore up Wakely’s orig=
inal contract for four weeks and rene-
gotiated for an additional four.

Ballroom has ditched its six-nights-a=
week policy, reverting to week-ends
which Spade Cooley started. Gas ra=
tioning was given as the reason for going
back to the three-night stand.

has been getting bonuses of $7,500 per
week from management. He will walk
off with somewhere around 36CG clear
for the three weeks there.

For the $10,000 he is getting for his
concert at the Buffalo Auditorium No-
vember 16, The Voice will work only 20
minutes. That’s at the rate of 3500 a
minute.

He'll probably earn somewhere around
$1,400,000 this year and will pay most of
it back to the government in taxes.
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BEST SELLING SHEET MUSIC

This compilation is based on weekly reports received from leading sheet ic J
and dealers in important sheet distribution centers in the United Statei. E}eSeem Es‘llc;cga‘;b%iig
tom of first column.) Songs are listed according 1o their popularity nationally, with the

gectional listings to the right. (M) Song in legit musical. (F) Song in film musical.
POSITION
Last| This NATIONAL East Mid- South  Woest 7
Wk [Wk. : west Coast
1 1. TLL WALK ALONE (F) .........ccuu.n 1 1 1 1
Morris
3 2. DANCEWITH ADOLLY ......c.0cvvn... 3 3 7 5
Shapiro-Bernstein
7 3. THE TROLLEY SONG (F) ......ue.vvven 4 4 8 2
Feist
2 4, HOW MANY HEARTS HAVE YOU
BROKEN? ......c0veuse 0000000000000 00 8 2 6 4
Advanced
4 5. TOGETHER (F) .ciucievarencansianans 2 5 3 —_
Crawford
5 6. SWINGING ON A STAR (F) si.cvvvnnenns —_ 6 5 3
Burke-Van Heusen
10 7. ALWAYS (F) .. .iiiiinnninnnnns 0 7 9 2 —
Berlin
6 B8.1IS YOU IS OR IS YOU AIN’T? (F) ...... 10 7 4 —
Leeds
8 9. IT HAD TO BE YOU (F) .......... Dooo = 8 10 6
Remick
= 10. YOU ALWAYS HURT THE ONE YOU
(A% 00000000000009000600060600000000000 5 — -— —

Sun Music Company

“HARLEM” HIT PARADE

Following lst of most popular records in Harlem is based ob sales reports from the
leading race music stores. (See sources below.)

POSITION

Week Ending
Oct. 26, 1944

M ANSSSS \\}

NN\

S

A Y

YLast| This
Wk, | Wk,
1 | 1. Gee, Baby, Ain't I Good
to You?............King Cole Trio ......Capitol 169
S | 2. Into Each Life Some Ink Spots and Ella Fitzgerald
Rain Must Fall..... ............ eeess.. Decca 23356
2 | 3. Hamp’s Boogie-
Woogie ...... «+++..Lionel Hampion ...... Decca 18613
8 | 4, Cherry Red Blues .....Cootie Williams .......... Hit 7084
45 I Wonder ...... «vevso Pvi. Cecil Grant /
e Guiltedge S00G G 1 7
7 | 6. You Always Hurt the Z
One You Love......Mills Brothers ....... Decca 18599 7
3|7 I'mULost ............. Benny Carter ........Capitol 165
— | 8. I'm Lost ......... ....King Cole Trio ..Excelsior 2986
10 [ 9. Is You Is or Is You
. Ain't2 (F) ......... . Cootie Williams .........Hit 7108 7
=~ |10, No .One Else Will Do..Five Red Caps .......Beacon 7130 .

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL BEST SELLING RETAIL RECORD SOURCES:
Atlanta: Cox Prescription Shop. Beverly Hills, Calif.: Martindales’s., Birmingham:
Norlen’s Radio Shop; Louis Pizitz Dry Goods Co. Boston: The Melody Shop,
Bridgeport, Conn.: Gilman Music Store; Howland Dry Goods Co.; Whiting Radio
Service. Butte, Mont.: Dreibelbis Music Co. Chicago: Goldblatt Brothers; Hudson-
Ross; Lyon & Healy; Marshgll Field; Sears-Roebuck & Co.; Wurlitzer’s. Cincinnati:
Song Shop; Steinberg’s, Inc.; Willis Music Co.; Wurlitzer’s. Denver: Century Music
Shop; The May Company; Charles E. Wells Music Co. Des Moines: Davidson
Record Co.; Des Moines Music House. Fort Worth, Tex.: Kemble Bros.’ Furniture
Co. Hollywood: Music Shop; Music City; Hollywood House of Music. Jacksonville,
Fla.: Butler's Record Shop. Los Angeles: The May Company. Louisville: Stewart
Dry Goods Co. Miami: Richard’s Store Co.; Burdine, Inc. Milwaukee: J. B. Brad-
ford’s Music House; Morton Lines Co.; Broadway House of Music. Newark, N, J.:
G. & R. Record Shop; Radio Shop of Newark., New Orleans: Louis Grunewald Co.,
Inc. New York City: Center Music Store; Liberty Music Shop; Gaiety Music Bhop;
Rabson’s Music Shop; R. H. Macy & Co0.; Abraham & Strauss, Inc.; Broadway
Melody Shop. Philadelphia: Downtown Record Shop; Alex A. Gettlin; Highpoint
Record Shop. Pittsburgh: Volkwein Bros., Inc. Portland, Ore.: Meler & Frank Co,
Raleigh, N. C.: C. H. Stephenson Music Co.; Joseph E, Thiem Co. Richmond, Va.:
Gary’s Record Shop; Walter D. Moses & Go.; Corley Record Co. St.Louis: Aeolian Co,
St. Paul, Minn.: Mayflower Novelty Co, Salt Lake City: Z. C. M. I Gramaphone

Shop. San Antonio: Alamo Piano Co. Washington, D. C.: George's Radio Co,

3 A SIS S S T RS

- RECORDS

% % % Presents % % %

NEW RELEASES

*
RAYMOND SCOTT and His Orchestra

7001—-TOGETHER (From picture *'Since You Went Away”}

A FELLOW ON A FURLOUGH

7002—1 LEARNED A LESSON I'LL NEVER FORGET

FLL BE SEEING YOU (Instrumental Only)
VINCENT LOPEZ and His Orchestra

7003—~TAKE IT EASY

AMOR

7004-PRETTY KITTY BLUE EYES

iF | WERE THE MOON
PICK THOMAS—Cowboy Songs

5003~IF MEMORIES WERE MONEY

DOWN IN OLD WYOMIN'

5004~SEND THIS PURPLE HEART TO ME, SWEETHEARY

THEY’LL NEVER TAKE THE TEXAS OUT OF ME

5001-—-BROKEN HEART

YOU NEVER LOVED ME

5002--A COWEOY IN KHAK!

SAN ANTONIO SERENADE
THE EMMETT BERRY FIVE—Hot Jazz Series

(Instrumental)

9001-~SWEET AND LOVELY

WHITE ROSE KICK

9002—DEEP BLUE DREAM

BIASED OPINIONS
OTHER RELEASES AVAILABLE SOON

Prices: Series 5000 or 7000, 79c¢ list, tax incl.
Series 9000 (Hot Jazz), $1.05 list, tax incl.

Usual Discount on Orders of 100 Records, Minimum, C. 0. D., F. 0. B, Phillipsburg, M. ].

WRITE FOR OTHER RELEASES

Distributed by NATIONAL DISC SALES, INC.

1841 BROADWAY

- SAVOY.---

(Phone: Columbus 5-7280) NEW YORK 23, N. Y.

IT’S NIX
(“No”” on Swing St.)
ON NEW ACCOUNTS

When Production can be
stepped up and we've
caught up on orders from
our regular customers

We. hope Once again to be serving

all who want Savoy’s quality
and Savoy savvy on disks . ..

I

BUT

Westwood, Calif.: Music Shop.

7

Dale Evans Wants
Out on Carson Show

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28,— Dale Evans,
thrush on the Jack Carson show, has
asked for her release and will bow off the
air after two more broadcasts, Show
moves to new time, hitting the air from
here at 4:30, which conflicts with sing-
er’s pix dates.

MCA ASKS PARA
(Continued from page 14)
Harry James and Benny Goodman.’ James
has steadfastly refused to play theaters,
while Goodman disbanded his band at
the beginning of the year and attempted
to buy back his MCA contract. He's said,
however, to be contemplating doing thea-
ters again, but it certainly won't be till
after the first of the year, when he
finishes his 13-week stint in Billy Rose's
- Seven Lively Arts.
It’s known that MCA, to convince
Paramount that more biz can be done in

AN I RN N

the hinterlands, went out and opened a
vaude policy using name bands at the
Downtown Theater, Detroit, on May 19
of this year. Tommy Dorsey played the
opening week and took out 20G for him-
self. Since then the theater has played
bands every week. It's an indie house.

Reportedly, MCA’s contention has been
that they had to open other houses to
play in competition to Paramount be-
cause of the few weeks a year booking for
its bands in the spots outside of New
York. Paramount has theaters in De-
troit, Toledo, Chicago, Buffalo, Omaha,
Minneapolis and New York,

A look at the roster of bands that have
played the New York Paramount since
Dorsey’s stint last Christmas will tell the
story. After T. D, came Johnny Long
(GAC); then Cugat, Charlie Spivak
(GAC); Vaughn Monroe (WM); Jerry
Wald (GAC), and Mitch Ayres (GAC),
Raymond Paige came in, but as a re-
placement for Jan Savitt.

Next two bands in are both GAC: Tony
Pastor and Glen Gray. Latter is Joe
Glaser band, booked by MCA.

NEW RECORDS

501 Body and Soul
Talk to Me
Tenor Sax Solo by Ben Webster

Nice and Cozy
Jericho
Ben Webster
Cozy Cole Orch.
Basie English
Exercise Swing
Salute to Fats .
These Foolish, Things Remind Me of
You
Johnny Guarnieri with Lester Young
and All Star Orchestra
Sunny Side of the Street
(Tenor Sax Solo}
Jersey Jump Off
Coleman Hawkins with
Cozy Cole’s Orchestra
Uncle Sam’s Blues
Paging Mr. Page
Dance of the Tambourine
1 Keep Rollin’ On
Hot Lips Page
Pete Brown’s Boogie
Bellevue for You
Pete Brown
Ooch-Wee
Moppin’ the Blues
Pete Brown
Bass-C-Jam
Free and Easy
Don Byas Swing Shifters

502

509
511

519

520
521

522

523

524

525 Savoy Riff
Have Yourself a Ball
Shorty Allen Quintette
530 Bowing Singing Sam
Gliss Me Agin
Johnny Guarnieri Trio with
Slam Stewart and Sammy Weiss
531 Always—Vocal o
By Billy Daniels with
Stuff Smith Trio
Embraceable You—Vocal
By Bonnie Davis with the
Bunny Banks Trio
532 PH Always Love You Just the Same
Red Cross
 Tiny Grimes Quintette
533 Dueces Wild
Deuces Mild
Johnny Guarnieri Trio
3000 I'm a Convict With Old Glory in
y Heart
I’d Rather Die for My Country Than
Live With My Wife
Red River Dave
3001 I'll Never Change
As Time Goes By
Ralph Hillsworth and
Ross Leonard
5511 Hey-Lawdy Mama
Groovin’ the Blues
By Miss Rhapsody
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WHEN MILLER
“WAXES "LYRICAL

THE NICKELS WAK

HYSTERICAL

<

~vigor | Helpless P

204600 } \When Johnny Comes Marching Home
—Glenn Miller and His Orchestra

That ever-popular Miller man is here again—with a brand-
new discing of the smoothly sentimental ballad, Helpless. On
the reverse, a collector’s item arrangement of the timely tune,
When Johnny Comes Marching Home. Sure to pack the nickels in!

NO.CIRCUMSTANCE

"AND LITTLE POMP
WHEN ERSKINE PLAYS
“KING PORTER STOMP"

svenird | King Porter Stomp
300830 ) Ly cky Seven—Erskine Hawkins and His Orchestra
THIS 0”5'5 LOADED—WITH DOUGH!

eebia | Back on My Feet Again
34-0718 Noihing But Blues—s:. Louis Jimmy

BUY MORE

7 oy ’
% Prrie R

N\

AMMMIMTInsG

us'%ard

in key retail cities.

PIRT 2—Th Pillboard

Y

BEST SELLING RETAIL RECORDS

This compilation is based on weekly reports received from leading retail record stores

{See Sources in Part 1.) Songs are listed actording to their popu-

Z larity nationally with the tional listi to the right. R i it i

é iIt,z(i)liqcI.TI%\%I) gong i]n Legitsigul.grc];l. I?I}J;g%ogg 1’5 i‘}fh‘n Musieé::lr.d S ,h“' recordjishin
é Last| This NATIONAL East Mid- South  Woest
% Wk. | Wk. west Coast
% 2 1. PLL WALK ALONE (F) ......c0cnuenes oo 4 3 1 —
% Dinah Shore—Victor 20-1586

é It Could Happen to You (F)

7 1 2. YOU ALWAYS HU

% . YO RT THE ONE YOQU .

% LOVE ....ciiiienirnsonnnenssnsnans 0000 2 2 2 —
% Mills Brothers—Decca 18599

Z Till Then

%

7 6 3. TOGETHER (F) .. .eevveeenneseeonroons s — 5 4
% Dick Haymes-Helen Forrest—Decca 23349

é It Had To Be You (F)

% 4 4. TOO-RA-LOO-RA-LOO-RAL (F) ......... — 1 _— 2
Z : Bing Crosby—Decca 18621

7 I'll Remember April

7

g o 5. ILL WALK ALONE (F) .oooooonnonse- 5 — — . 1
Z artha Tilton—Capitoel 157

% Texas Polka

/ a

Z 5 6.1S YOU IS OR IS YOU AIN’T? (F) ...... 4 —_ 3 -
Z Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters—

z Decca 23350

7

7 Hot Time in the Town of Berlin

% d

7 7 7. PLL WALK ALONE (F) ....covuneennnns 7 5 6
é Mary Martin—Decca 23340

Z Goodnight, Wherever You Are

7

Z — 8. AND HER TEARS FLOWED LIKE WINE... — 9 — 3
é Stan Kenton—Capitol 166

Z How Many Hearts Have You Broken?

Vi

Z — 9. HO(\)’V MANY HEARTS HAVE YOU -

7 BROKEN7? +euvuvrenencecascoacnns ceeees — 6 — 7
é Stan Kenton—Capitol 166

Z And Her Tears Flowed Like Wine

7

~ T 0 ITHAD TOBEYOU () .cvccevereees — — 8 B
7 Artie Shaw——Victor 20-1593

é Don’t Take Your Love From Me

7 ; q < 13s q

é Other Records Reported in Best Selling Lists by Sections

% EAST: How Many Hearts Have You Broken?—Three Suns, Hit 70923
% Swinging on a Star (F)—Bing Crosby. Decca 18597; The Trolley Song

—Pied Pipers, Capitol 168; [t Had To Be You (F)=—Dick Haymes-
Helen Forrest-—Decca 23349.

MIDWEST: Dance With a Dolly=——Russ Morgan, Decca 18625; Swinging

on a Star (F)—Bing Crosby, Decca 18597; The Trolley Song—Pied
Pipers, Capitol 168; Is You Is or Is You Ain't? (F)—Louis Jordan,
Decca 8659.

SOUTH: Till Then—Mills Brothers, Decca 18599; I Don’t Want To Love

Y ou—Phil Brito, Musicraft 15018; Dance With a Dolly—Evelyn Knight,
Decca 18614; Time Waits for No One (F)—-Helen Forrest, Decca 18600.

WEST COAST: I'll Be Seeing You—Bing Crosby, Decca 18595; Dance

With a Dolly—Tony Pastor, Bluebird 30-0827; It Could Happen to You
(F)—Jo Stafford, Capitol 158; Is You Is or Is You Ain’t? (F)w—Louis
Jordan, Decca 8659.

Special reports received

MOST PLAYED JUKE BOX FOLK RECORDS -

from The Billboard representatives last week show the Folk

records listed below are currently the most popular Folk records on automatic phonographs

thruout the nation.

These reports stem from all the country’s leading operating centers and

are averaged together.

POSITION

¥

YLast{This
WE.

Wk.| Wk.
1| 1. Smoke on the Water...Red Foley ............ Decca 6102
3 | 2. You're From Texas...BobWills .............. Okeh 6722
4 | 3. Soldier's Last Letier...Ernest Tubb .......... Decca 6098
2 | 4, We Might As Well For-
get It ............. Bob Wills ............. Okeh 6722
5| 5 Too Late To Worry.
Too Blue To Cry...Al Dexter ............. Okeh 6718
— | 5, When My Blue Moon
Turns to Gold Again. Cindy Walker ......... Decca 6103
w | 5 So Long, Pal ........ Al Dexter ............. Okeh 6718
— | 5. I'll Forgive You But 1 .
Can't Forget .......Roy Acuff ....... ......Okeh 6723

WWWW‘W\W\WW“

ADVANCE BOOKINGS

GUS ARNHEIM: Sherman Hotel, Ban Diego,
until Dec. 28.
KEN BAKER: Frontie Club, Ocean Park,

Calif.,

Youngstown, O., 10; Columbus, O., 11; Me-
morial Auditorium, Buffale, 12; Queensway
Ballrgpm, Toronte, 13; Apollo, New York, 17

listen 10 "The Music America Loves Best” Sundays,
4:30 p.m., EWT, NBC Network.

" THE TUNES THAT
VAB THE MICKELS ARE ON

Calif., until Nov. 5.

COUNT BASIE: Royale Theater, Philadel-
phia, Nov. 17; Stanley Theater, Pittsburgh,
24: Rochester, N, Y. Dec, 1-3; RKO-Keith,
Boston, 7 (week); Lincoln Hotel, New York,
18 (8 weeks).

DENNY BECKNER: Casa Loma, St. Louls,
until Nov., 9.

ACE BRIGODE: Rainbow Ballroom, Denver,
Nov. 3-Jan. 4.

MILT BRITTON: National Theater, Louis=~

ville, Nov. 3-9.

CAB CALLOWAY: Queensway Ballroom, To-
ronto, Nov. 4; Auditorium, Buffalo, 5; Sunset
Terrace, Indianapolis, 13; Davenport, Ia., Dec.
15; Peoria, Iil, 18; Detroit, 17; Cotton Club,
Dayton, O., 18; Youngstown, O, 20-21, ¢

FRANKIE CARLE: Pennsylvania Hotel, New
York, until Dec. 9; Palace Theater, Akron,
12-14; Circle Theater, Indianapolis, 15 (week);
Palace Theater, Fort Wayne, Ind., 22-25; Or-
pheum Theater, Minneapolis, 28 (week).

BENNY CARTER: White City Ballroom,
South Bend, Ind., Nov, 5; Forest Club, Detroit,
6; Chicago, 17; Milwaukee, 8; Toledo, 9;

(week); Town Hall, Philadelphia, 24; Armory,
Orange, N, J., 25.
XAVIER CUGAT: Ciro’s, Hollywood (indefi-

nite).

SONNY DUNHAM: Army Air Base, Green-

ville, S. C., Nov. 4; University of Georzia,
Athens, Dec. 1-2; French Restaurant, Hatties-
burg, Miss., 6; St. Charles Theater, New Or-
leans, 7 (week); Tune Town, St Louis, 19~
Jan. 1.
DUKE ELLINGTON: Palace Theater, Cleve-
land, Nov. 3-9; Armory, Louisville, 13; Armory,
Akron, 15; Royale Theater, Baltimore, 17-23;
Apollo Theater, New York, 24 (week}; Kléin-
hans, Buffalo, Dec. 10; Carnegie Hall Concert,
New York, 19.

ERNIE FIELDS: Club Plantation, St. Louis,
Nov. 3 (3 weeks); Regal Theater, Chicago, 10-
16; Metropolitan Theater, Providence,' Dec.
8-14; Paradise Theater, Detroit, 15-21,

SHEP FIELDS: Training Center, Bainbridge,
Md.. Nov. 10.

CHUCK FOSTER: Blackhawk, Chicago, un-
til Dec.

12, )
GLEN GRAY: Stevens Hotel, ‘Chicago, until
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Week Ending

Oct, 26, 1944
DT

MOST PLAYE]] JUKE BOX RECORDS

Going Strong

Reports recelved from The Billboard representatives and based on information given
by leading juke box operators last week show the records listed below are currently receiving
the most play on automatic phonographs thruout the nation. These reports stem from the
country’s leading operating centers and are averaged together. Thus cnly records that are
distributed nationally will show up in the guide. Fignres in parentheses indicate number
of weeks record hae been Going Strong. Listed under the title of each most played record
are the other available recordings of this number.

1. THERE'LL BE A HOT TIME IN THE TOWN OF BERLIN (7)~Bing

Crosby-Andrews Sisters (Vic Schoen Ork) .......... weses.s-Decca 23350
2. 'LL WALK ALONE (13)~=Dinah Shore ....... «vss..Victor 2041586
(Martha Tilton, Capitol 157; Mary Martin, Decca 23340; Louis Prima,
Hit 7083)

3. YOU ALWAYS HURT THE ONE YOU LOVE (23)~—Mills Brothers
tesiessrsacssres Decca 18599

(The Three Suns, Hit 7105)

4. PLL WALK ALONE (15)~-Martha Tilton ............00....Capitol 157

(Bee No. 2)
IS YOU IS OR IS YOU AIN’T? (9)—Bing Crosby-Andrews Sisters
(Vic Schoen Ork) .... .Decca 23350
(Louis Jordan, Decca 8659 Cootle Wllliams Hlt 7108 The Adrzan Roillinl
Trio, Feature 1006)

SWINGING ON A STAR (24)—Bing Crosby (John Scott Trotter Ork)
Decca 18597

5

6.

(Gra.y Rams Hit 7086; Freddle Slack Capitol 160)
7. SMOKE ON THE WATER (5)—Red Foley .........

seeess...Decca 6102

Y

\M\\M\\W\\W\\\M\\\\\M\\\\\\\

N

AN

M\

8 1S YOU IS OR 1S YOU AIN'T? (lS)—Louxs Jordan ......Decca 8659
(See No. 5) Z
9, DANCE WITH A DOLLY (With a Hole in Her Stocking) (8)—Evelyn %
Knight (Camarata Ork) ......c.00vivinnnonnnncas .Decca 18614 %
tLouis Prima, Hit 7107; Tony Pastor Bluebird 30- 0827 Russ Morgan, %
Decca 18625) %
10. TOO-RA-LOO-RA-LOO-RAL (That’s an Irish Lullaby) (12)—Bing %
Crosby (John Scott Trotter Ork) .........cv0uveeevreasn.. .Decca 18621 %
11. TOGETHER (3)—Guy Lombardp (Tony Craig) ............Decca 18617 %
(Dick Haymes-Helen Forrest, Decca 23349; Bob Chester, Hit 7089; Ray- %
mond Scott, National 7001; Dinah Shore, Victor 20-1594) %
AND HER TEARS FLOWED LIKE WINE (6)—Stan Kenton (Anita %
O’Day). tesetaneana 00000000GI0G0000 setesesseasssssssae Capitol 166 %
TOGETHER (4)—Dick Haymes Helen Forrest tesssseenenss.Decca 23349 %
. (See No. 114) Z
12. PLL WALK ALONE (1)—Mary Martin (Camarata Ork)....Decca 23340 g
(See No. 2) .
13. HOW MANY HEARTS HAVE YOU BROKEN? (11)—The Three Suns Z
............................... ..... Hit 7092
(Stan Kenton Capitol 166 Tiny Hill Decca. 4447) Z
14. INTO EACH LIFE SOME RAIN MUST FALL (1)~-Ink Spots-Ella Fitz- %
EENE! %0000000000000060000000000000 500oB0000 b o00000 ... Decca 18624 %
15. IT HAD TO BE YOU (8)—Dick Haymes-Helen Forrest......Decca 23349 %
(Betty Hutton, Capitol 155; Earl Hines, Bluebird 30-0825; Artle Shaw, %
Victor 20-1593) 7
PRETTY KITTY BLUE EYES (12)—The Merry Macs . .....Decca 18610 %
(Vincent Lopez, National 7004; Art Kassel, Hit 7091.) %
16. THE TROLLEY SONG (2)—The Pxed Pipers (Paul Weston Ork) %
............ vesivesiessssesssess Capitol 168 7
(The K!ng Sisters, Bluebird 30~ 0829) é
7
7
Z
.

Coming Up

Reports received from The Billboard representatives last week, and based on information
given them by leading ijuke box operators, show the records listed below are gaining in
popularity all over the nation.

1. HOW MANY HEARTS HAVE YOU BROKEN ?—Stan Kenton (Gene
Howard) ......... 0000060000 teinsercasiscavcssoss Capitol 166
2. TILL THEN—Mills Brothers . .Decca 18599

3. DANCE WITH A DOLLY (With a Hole in Her Stocking)-—Russ Morgan
(Al Jennings) Decca 18625

4. I'M MAKING BELIEVE—Ink Spots-Slla Fitzgerald............Decca 23356

....... PRI R R I A R S R T

Territorial Favorites With Juke Box Operators

AN AN A

N\

The following records are reported as favorites in various territories as indicated in
reports te The Billboard from leading Juke Box Operators. é
YOU’'RE FROM TEXAS——Bob Wills ........vciviiivnncsrnesess..Okeh 6722 %

(Rnoxville) Z
JANIE—Dick Haymes (Victor Young Ork) ......¢¢c0.c.0....Decca 18623 é
(St. Louls) Z

7
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14; Circle Theater, Indianapolis, 17 JOHNNY LONG: Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport,

(week); Joyland Casino, Lexington, Ky., 24;
Topper Club, Cincinnati, 25-26; Paramount
Theater, New York, 29 (indefinite).

ERSKINE HAWKINS: Plantation Club, Los
Angeles, Nov. 3 (month),

FLETGHER HENDERSON: Paradise Theater,
Detroit, Jan. 5-11,

WOODY HERMAN: Palladium, Hollywood,
until Nov. 27; Auditorium, Fresno, Calif., 28;
Auditorium, Stockton, Calif.,, 29; San Jose,
Dec. 1; Auditorium, San Francisco, 2.

LOUIS JORDAN: State Theater, Hartford,
Conn,, Nov, 3-5; Armory, New Haven, Conn.,
7, Roseland Ballroom, Taunton, Mass., 8;
RKO- Keith, Boston, 9 (week); Adams Theater,
Newark, N. J., 16 (week); Buffa,lo. 23; Palace
Theater, Cleveland, 24 (week), 0dd Fellows’
Temple, Chester, Pa., 30; Palace Theater, Fort
Wayne, Ind., Dec. 1-3; Palace Theater, Co-
lumbus, O., 9

STAN KENTON: Tune Town, St. Louis, un-
ti1 Nov. 6; Harding Field, La., 7; Landry's
Restaurant, Hattiesburg, Miss.,, 8; St. Charles
Theater, New Orleans, 9 (week); Naval Air
Station, Corpus Christi, Tex., 16-17; Austin,
Tex., 18; Shepherd Field, Wichita Falls, Tex.,
19- 20 Paclfic Square Auditorium San Dlego,
Calif., 24-26; Palladium, Hollywood, 38-Dec. 25.

GENE KRUPA: Sherman Hotel, Chicago, un«
ti1 Nov. 30

LLOYD LA BRIE: Casino, Quincy, I, Nov,
14 (3 weeks).
HARLAN LEONARD: 8ilver S8lipper, San

Diego, Calif., until Nov, 10.

Conn., Nov, 4-5; Empire Theater, Fall River,
Mass., 7-9; Metropolitan Theater, Providence,
10-12; RKO-Keith, Boston, 16 (week); Adams
Theater, Newark, N. J., 23 (week); State Thea-

ter, Hartford, Conn., Dec. 8-10; Chicago
Theater, Chicago, 22 (2 weeks).

CLYDE LUCAS: Arena, Holyoke, Mass., Nov.
5; Palace Theater, Cleveland, 10,

2 sz;L McINTYRE: RKO-Keith, Boston,” Nov.

3-29,

WILL OSBORNE: Loew's State, New York,
until Nov. 8; Oriental Theater, Chigago, 10
(week); Palace Theater, Cleveland, 17 (week).

TONY PASTOR: Paramount 'Theater, New
York, Nov. 1 (4 weeks); Frolics Club, Miami,
30-Dec. 18; Durham, N. C., 25.

GEORGE PAXTON: Rosel&nd New York,
until Dec. 25.

TEX RITTER: 8t. Charles Theater, New
Orleans, Nov. 2-8; National Theater, Louis-
ville, 10-16; Downtown Theater, Chicago, 17-23.

CHARLIE SPIVAK: Riverside Theater, Mil-
waukee, Nov. 3 (week); St. Louis, 10; Co-
liseum, Bvansville, Ind.,, 11; Lakeside Park,
Dayton, O., 12; Grotto, Pittsburgn 14; Nu-~
Elms Ballroom, Youngstown, O., 16;

JACK TEAGARDEN: Training Center, Bain-
bridge, Md., Nov. 21,

JERRY WALD: Armory, Elmira, N. Y,
17; Allentown, Pa., 18; Ritz Ballroom, Bridge-
port, Conn., 19; Auditorlum, Worcester, Mass.,
22; Metropolitan Theater, Providence, 23-26;
Harrisburg, Pa., 27.

start o landshde oj' nickles with the
m‘uons choice of recordmg artists

HARRY JAMES

-COUNT BASIE
.FRANK SINATRA

BENNY GOODMAN

GINNY SIMBMS ,
FRANKIE CARLE

KAY KYSER

XAVIER CUGAT

GENE AUTRY

TOMMY TUCKER

LES EROWN

THE CHARIOTEERS

CAB CALLOWAY

RAY NOBLE
ROY ACUFF
HORACE HEIDT
GENE KRUPR
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'PHONE,

Repeats Hig Past Spearkling Pérformqnces

NOW ON Premier Records

* CURRENT RELEASE *

UGH THE TULIPS { 28992 |

THIS IS THE LABEL THAT
WILL BRING IN THE NICKELS
FROM COAST TO COAST

with
. ‘Orchestra. .. -
Accompaniment

o (Berlin)
NICK LUCAS

'PHONE,
WIRE, WIRE,
WRITE

WRITE

P

1700 N. GARRISON AVENUE

REMIER DISTRIBUTING CORP.
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Selections are based upon radio performances, sheet

Canadians .......... Decca 18626B

And since it’s going to get the pro-
“Meet Me in St. Louis,” it’s ideal stuff for
It's earmarked with the trade-marks
The pic will sell it to
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. RECORD POSSIBILITIES

Z These records and songs show indications of becoming future nationwide hits in juke
boxes and over record retail counters. L C S

/ music sales, information from music publishers on the relative importance of songs in their

% catalogs and upon the judgment of The Billboard’s Music Department.

Z MEET ME IN ST. LOUIS. Guy Lombardo and His Royal

.

7

Z This is i1deal stuff for Guy and the boys.

é motional pic works In the picture

% the paytable and retail countex sales.

é of Lombardo. That will sell 1t to a certain sector.

% anbther, And the fact that the tune’s all there will sell it to still a third

gang. That's all, brother. -
’  ONE MEAT BALL.. . Josh White ........ ..

Burle Ives and a few others).

top nickel gathering Job.

Y

7
.
7
% DON'T YOU KNOW I CARE......
2
Z EACH NIGHT AT NINE..........
2 G. I BLUES.tuuurerennrernnneenns
é GOTTA BE GETTIN'.eevvvrrivnnns
~  HELLO, SUZANNE ..............

I DREAM OF YOU.ceveevennnnnns
JEALOUS HEART secevnsonacs

LOUISE ..vcvuvnervennnnnanns
MAGIC IS THE MOONLIGHT......
MOON ON MY PILLOW....ie000v0s

MR.-PICKWICK’S CHRISTMAS.....

’

OKLAHOMA ALBUM ...0ccvc0ersn

A N

N\

..Asch 348-2B

Josh White is about as swell as genre singer as is around (and that includes
Naturally most of his tune slinging is for the
followers of the folk trail, but this “Meat Ball” routine is good for any juke—
and for top single disk, sales outside the album of Josh in whieh it’s included,
Of eourse Asch’s limited pressings, no doubt, will keep this out of the top 10
in the juke pop chart—but wherever it’s going to be played it's going to do &

POPULAR RECORD RELEASES

(From October 26 thru November 2)

Pe;ul Weston Ork (June Hutton)

00D0GDD 0D 00000060000 s oo« Capitol 177
Floyd Tillman ....... sesse.oDecca 6104
Floyd Tillman ...ocsussn ++..Decca 6104

Stan Kenton (Anita O’Day)

000000 Capitol 178
Ella Mae Morse . ..Capitol 176
Andy Russell +.............Capitol 175
Tex Ritter and His Texans
Capito! 179
. Coleman Hawkins ... .Commodore K 1308
Andy Russell ...veveneianns Capitol 1735

Jimmy Dorsey (Teddy Walters)
crebtieeraces tetreseenaas Decca 18627

Charles Laughton (Narration With Musical
Background), Directed by Hanns Eisler

seesass Decca DA-379

ssesssasesesssasessacess Decca DA-378

- Parts 1 and 4

Selections From Oklahoma...... The Philharmonic Orchestra of Los Angeles
7 (Alfred Wallenstein).............. Decca 23357
Vi Selections From Oklahoma— The Philharmonic Orchestra of Los Angeles
Parts 2 and 3. i.i0eeanee vevess  (Alfred Wallenstein)eaoeeiviaee.n. Decca 23358
7 ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE
STREET +i.0sv0cuevcnansnss..sColeman Hawkins,...Commodore K 1308

SIEIGH RIDE IN JULY...........

TR

2 SWEET DREAMS, SWEETHEART. .
Z SWEET DREAMS, SWEETHEART. .
7

7 THE LONESOME TRAIN ALBUM..

WE LIVE IN TWO DIFFERENT
WORLDS cievansesrsssrssanssns

WHY SHOULDN'T I? ..veeceene.

=

ajestic ‘Radio
To Become Disker

NEW YORK, Oct. 28~—Newest radio
manufacturer to anneunce its intentions
of going into record biz shortly is Ma-
jestic Radio, located in Chicago. This

makes a half dozen radio manufacturers.

who have indicated that they will go into
the disk biz within a short time. Beside

Majestic, Zenith, General Electric, Cros-
ley, Philco and Emerson have signified
intentions of competing with the already
established firms, RCA-Victor, Columbla,
and Decca, altho Victor is the only one’
of the Big Three that puts out radio
sets.

Last week Majestic filed notice at the
Securities Exchange Commission of its
plans for factory facilities for the pro-
duction of radios and disks., According
to Majestic execs, produdtion is skedded
in three to four months, provided plants
and equipment can be found. Firm in-
tends to sign up name bands and othér
talent for waxing.

Paul Weston Ork (June Hutton)
hasessecseatiaarancnas Capitol 177

Jlmmy Dorsey (Teddy Walters)

Decca 18627

Capitol 178

Lyn Murray and His Orchestra and All-
Star Cast Directed by Norman Corwin
Decca DA-375

Capitol 179
............ Capitol 176

Z A1 N Y

Leeds’ Folios
In Davega Shops

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Newest chain
outlet for music pubs around town is
Davega Sports Stores, which is now han-
¢ling folios for Leeds Music. It’s the first
time the chain has put in any type of
sheet music, having handled disks for
some time now in its 21 stores. ILeeds
opened up the account some three weeks
ago.

Pubs today are in Kresge’s with sheet
music, that being their biggest outlet in
the chain store for the 35-cent product.
But for many years, up to 12 months ago,
they were not able to get into Wool-
worth’s. Latter now carries folios only,
having had a tiff with pubs many years
back. Seems that they went into the
biz of publishing their own songs when
pubs tried to up the price of sheet music
and so for many years wouldn’t carry any
type of music at all.

[
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By M. H. Orodenker

JO STAFFORD (Capiiol) .
I Didn’t Know About You-—FT; V. Tumbling Tumbleweeds=—FT; V.

A vocal thrill is provided in the thrushing of Jo Stafford for these two
ballads of contrasting appeal. Gal has a big voice and it comes out full of
warmth and charm from way down deep and not just from the throat. With
an attractive musical setting etched by Paul Weston’s band, plus sing assist
from the Pied Pipers, these sides tend to create a deepening wave of ent_huv
slasm for the lovely lyrical queen. Bob Russell’s -song story for Duke Elling-
ton’s “I Didn’'t Know About You,” with the rhythmic urge proqounced for
the moderately slow setting, finds Miss Stafford giving a mood-inspiring rendi- ,
tion of the torch tune. While typically Ellington in musical structure, Miss
Stafford attains a free and easy flow in song, singing the first stanza alone
and the Pied Pipers picking it up with her at the bridge bars of the second .
stanza to complete the spiuning. Weston’s music weaves a smooth bank, the
Strads providing the tonal color, for Bob Nolan’s song of the open spaces,
“Tumbling Tumbleweeds.” At a slow tempo, and with the Pied Pipers culting
.In after the solo stanza at the start, Miss Stafford makes this evergreen
bloom all over again,

Building big in song-selling circles, Jo Stafford makes an even stronger
bid with these two ballads, both of which will bring the right returns to the
music machine operators.

GINNY SIMMS (Columbia)
Don’t Ever Change—FT; V. Wish You Were Waiting for Me~~FT; V.

It’s under most difficult circumstances when a songbird in the popular
register is called upon to deliver without instrumental body supporting, But
Ginny Simms overcomes that obstacle in admirable fashion, In fact, ths
couplet shapes up as one of the best of the all-vocal offerings, So well have
the supporting voices of the mixed choir simulated the orchestral sounds,
even to the extent of a swishing sound to accent the up-beat of a crash cymbal,
that it is hard to believe the ears that Miss Ginny is giving out without the
benefit of a band. For once it can be truly said that the lack of instrumental
support is not felt. Her song delivery applied to two such highly tuneful
ballads as these, it’s all the more enthralling for the listening, Both “Don’t
Ever Change” and the sentimental “Wish You Were Waiting For Me,” the
latter with a contagious lilting ring, are taken at a slow tempo, with tempo
liberties for the added half-chorus carrying out each side.

‘The combination of Ginny Simms with twe new ballads that loom as
winners in hit parade sweepstakes, this doublet can well serve double duty
in the jukes.

HELEN FORREST (Decca)
Every Day of My Life—FT; V. I Learned a Lesson P'll Never Forget—FT; V,

Still another songbird that sings out the love ballads like a million, Helen
Forrest has smooth and easy singing for the selling of these two sides. Makes
for each a lush lullaby with stellar support brought up from behind by Victor
Young’s music makers. At a slow tempo, Miss Helen brings out all the
melodic charm and appeal in her piping for “Every Day of My Life,” love
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ballad by Harry James, Morty Berk and Billy Hays, which was brought back %
in the Harry James-Frank Sinatrd re-issue on the record. While the song %
missed the mark it deserved in the earlipr year, Miss Forrest helps it make %
up lost ground in this year. Joe Davis's “I Learned a Lesson I'll Never Forget,” %
already a hit, Is also an excellent song vehicle for Miss Forrest. Sings it senti- %
mentally at a bright tempo, with the band providing a rhythmic setting, %

Again there is much that makes for coin-catching on both of these sides. é

(See Popular Record Reviews on page 66)

FOLK RECORD REVIEWS

(Hillbilly, Race, Cowboy Songs, Spirituals)
By M. H. Orodenker

TEX RITTER (Capitol)
There’s a New Moon Over My Shoulder—FT; V.
Pm Wastin’ My Tears on You—FT; V.

This Hollywood cowboy rings true in giving lyrical urge to these outdoor
tunes, singing in free and easy style with bright rhythmic accompaniment
provided by the small comibination of accordion, fiddles and clarinet, 'Tex
Ritter sings it sympathetically that there’s an old love still in his heart as
he tells of the “New Moon Over My Shouldér.” He makes it just as bright and
rhythmic as he complains his love has grown cold and all she wants is his
gold for “I'm Wastin’ My Tears On You.” Music ops can easlly make the
most of this record by spotting both sides in the machines.

(See Folk Record Reviews on page 66)

Artie Shaw’s Band

JOAN L d PHIL
BROOKS g = BRITO
Popular CBS Star, Radio Singing Star,

with her Network with Paul Lavalle
Orchestra directed by Jerry Bittick .. and His String Orchestra

RECORD #15019
% SOMEDAY, SOMEWHERE RECORD /15013
% 1 DON'T WANT TO
A DAY MADE
RECORD #15020
s YOU BELONG TO MY *
IN THE WORLD
% SEVEN DAYS A WEEK HEART
BOOGIE WOOGIE IN BLUE
HARRY (The Hipster) GIBSON at the Piano
= HANDSOME HARRY, THE HIPSTER
291—RIOT IN BOOGIE

AN A N SN

- Pancho Into Prov. Biltmore

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—New name-band
location for Providence is Biltmore Hotel,
which hitherto played society-type bands.

On 52-Week Basis;
Men Get 10 to 20G z pona i wil be Fancnos oris o

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Artie Shaw, where he closes November 6. He opens
whose band started rehearsals Saturday Providence location November 13,
(28), will have a sky-high pay roll for ‘
his outfit. All men are under contract

Y WHAT A DIFFERENCE
LOVE YOU
% IF YOU WERE THE ONLY BOY
EXTRA-ORDINARY RELEASES
290—THE HIPSTER'S BLUES, OPUS 6%

for a year, with salaries on a “play or
pay” basis, which means that some 18
men will receive their dough 52 weeks
a year. Salaries Shaw is paying is any-
where from $10,000 to $15,000 a year per
man, with Roy Eldridge getting between
$15,000 and $20,000. That means that
Shaw’s pay roll alone for men will be far
over the $5,000 mark per week.

WANTED

Bass Fiddle Player. Other Musicians write.
$60 per week.

TINY LITTLE

Worthington, Minn,

Roy Eldridge gave up his own band
to go with Shaw, while the leader signed
11 men here in New York, with five of
them training westward last Tuesday
(24). Imogene Lynn is to be band vocal-
ist. Opening date, December 1, may bé
moved back a day, with Minneapolis the-
ater wanting band to play an eight-day
week. ' Shaw will probably play army
camps for a break-in,

Shaw’s high salary for sidemen, men
he took from other name bands, is one
reason for his asking top price in thea-
ters, around 813,000 guarantee against
a percentage. He’s been offered to New
York theaters, with a deal now in the
works.

STOP THAT DANCIN’ UP THERE
292—GET YOUR JUICES AT THE DEUCES

THE HIPSTER’S BLUES, OPUS 712
293—BARRELHOUSE BOOGIE

4F FERDINAND THE FRANTIC FREAK

T CORPORATION

® NEW YORK 19, N,
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'BROADWAY OPENINGS

OUT-OF-TOWN OPENINGS

SNAFU

(Opened Wednesday, October 25, 1944)

HUDSON THEATER
A comedy by Louils Solomon and Harold Bucke
man. Staged by George Abbott. Setting by
John Root. Company manager, Edgar Run-
kel, Stage manager, George W. Smith.
Press representatives, Phyllis Perlman and
Marian Byram. Presented by George

Abbott,
Josephina ...... 000000000 ...Bugenia Delarova
Madge Stevens ...csceernee 00000000 Elspeth Eric
Laura JeSSUD ceevarssoconsss Patricla Kirkland
Ben Stevens .................Russell Hardie
Mr. Taylor ..... caresuteane ...John Souther
Kate Hereford .covmaveenss ..Bethel Leslie
Aunt Emily +.coiveeeienineienene Enid Markey
Senator Pml ‘Ford . 50000000 Ralph W. Chambers
First Legionnaire ...ccccvevenes Edwin Cooper

..... Ernest Rowan
Stephen Gierasch
Billy Redfield

Second Legionnaire .
Third Leglonnaire.
Ronald Stevens ..

Col. West .

According to George Abbott’s press de-
partment, Snafu, in army slang, means
something like “situation normal, all
fouled up.” G.1. Joe may tell you differ-
ent, but that at least is a fair approxima-
tion. However, let it be said there is
nothing snafu about the Louis Solomon-
Harold Buchman comedy of the same
title at the Hudson. Abboftt has given
the season a rib-tickling'comedy which
is as timely as it is amusing. He has put
old-fashjoned Abbott go and zip into its
staging. Smejfu looks like a hit.

The Solomon-Buchman ditdoes have to
do with the return of a 18-year-old
youngster to his quiet California town,
when his parents extract him from Un-
cle Sam’s service via the underage clause,
The lad turns out to be quite mature
after a year’s session of Jap-killing in
the South Pacific. He finds his family
quite as much of & problem as they do
him. It is material for hardy drama or
wacky comedy. The authors have for-
tunately chosen the latter approach.
Snafu, while at times seeming slightly
like a welch rarebit dream, is mostly
credible and always good Iun,

There are scenes that are delightful—
as when Papa Stevens starts to set young
Ronald right on his sex life, and winds
up punch drunk with the play com-
pletely taken away from him by his
sergeant son. ‘There are characters
etched to be remembered; a nice, faintly
bewildered mother and father with a
sense of humor; a couple of nice young
gals; a well-meaning ex-service pal who
drops in to cause most of the trouble;
@ lovely dirty-minded old maid aunt; a

{See SNAFU on opposite page)

VIOLET

(Opened Tuesday, October 24, 1944)

BELASCO THEATER '
A comedy by Whitfield Cook. Directed by
the author. Settings by Howard Bay. Cos-
tumes by Grace Houston. General mane
ager, PForrest C. Haring, |, Stage manager,
+ Carl Judd. Press representative, Frank

/ Goodman. Presented by Albert Margolies.
ClArenNle ..oovevvessssnocsassonnsn John Cherry
Pete Granden..........ocv0ne Harvey Stephens
Mrs. Elfie Tunisol...eeseeee... Doro Merande
Elisha Bly ....Len Hollister
Lily Foster....coovvieeinneannies Helen Claire
Esther i.vveeenrnan ..Paula Trueman
Bruce ....cvviieiiitcnrcacnnanns Billy Nevard
Violet ..ooiviiiiiinninninninnn.. Pat Hitcheock
Evelyn ...... ...Fuzzy McQuade
Arthur ....... ....Martin David
BuUsie sioiieiiiiienian 0o ...Jimsey Somers
Sidney, Watrous.......... ..Carlo Robinson
Walter Meeker......ovvvinnenss Mason Adams
Crystal ..oiiieiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiennns Fay Baker
Charlotte Watrous................. Joan Vitez
Henry Watrous,..... 00000000006 Leslie Litomy
w. W. Upthegrove............. .Russell Gaige

About all that Whitfield Cook has ac-
complished with his dramatization of
his Red Book mag stories is to put some
seasoned players over a hurdle no actor
can take gracefully, Most of them land
in the ditch along with the play—and
that about sums up Violet.

. It is possible that the printed Cook
yarns about a bespectacled teen-age prod-
uct of progressive schools may be.highly
diverting. However, it must be reported
that quiz-kid Violet arrives on the
Belasco stage as a talkative, brattish Miss
Fix-It as completely uninteresting as the
rest of her fictional family—and that's
saying a good deal.

‘There may be some galety in the tale
of a twice-married laundrymen who is a
Irustrated artist, his attempt to get mar-
ried for the third time and the descent
upon his courting of his two ex-s, his five
offspring—not to mention sundry odd
local characters who people his Vermont
farm house, At all events Cook hasn't

turns strident and coosome,

THE PERFECT MARRIAGE

(Opened Thursday, October 26, 1944)

BARRYMORE THEATER
A comedy by Samue! Raphaelson. Staged by
the author. Setting by Oliver Smith. Gen-
eral manager, Nick Holde. Stage manager,
Robert Thomsen. Press representatlives,

Karl Bernstein and Thomas Barrows. FPre-
sented by Cheryl Crawford.
Dale Willlams...covineineoneiaasss Victor Jory

Jenny Williams. «..Miriam Hopkins

ROSB vivvvvnnen .evs..Evelyn Davis
Mabel Manning reaa ............Helen Flint
Addison Manning 00000006060 i...James Todd
Glorla Endicott.......e.s.....Martha Sleeper
Helen Williams....... 0000600 Joyce Van Patten
LAWYET svivirionnernconssones Bernard Gorcey

After some five weeks of out-of-town
break-in and undoubtedly some frenzied
rewrite by author Sam Raphaelson, The
Perrect Marriage unvells on the Stem to
‘about the same dimensions that it
showed in the Hub last month.

Measured by the yardstick for top=-
drawer production Marriage should be
one of a season’s first-stringers. Cheryl
Crawford has lavished the works on it.
She has assembled a fine cast to play
Raphaelson’s script and had Oliver Smith
design a8 lush, duplex living-bedroom set
for them to.play it in. She has had
Valentina dream-up gowns for Mirtam
Hopkins that will make fem eyes pop
with envy.

However, going back to the old crack
about silk purses and sows’ ears, all the
fancy trimmings won’t make a play if the
script isn’t there. Sam Raphaelson has
slipped this time. Maybe his idea about
a8 10-year married couple making a dis-
covery that they are out of love and a
subsequent 24-hour stretch during which
they plan a break-up which can only end
in an Act III curtain clinch, has a lot
of the stuff from which successful come
edies are made, If so, Raphaelson hasn’t
trotted it out in the glare of the Barry~
more foots. Marriage is a tenuous, talky
and often boring piece of business. True,
there are here and there flashes of
Raphaelson wit—but the laughs are few
and far between and most of them stem
from strident, quarrelsome scenes be-
tween the warring principals.

All of the Dale Willlams' difficulties
seem & bit ridiculous. Thelr problem
could be settled with 10 mihutes of
good, sensible talk. However, they are put
thru a set of ear-bending paces for two
hours and a half which cover everything
from discussions of divorce, their child,
& little attempted cheating and a few
amiably snotty truths about one another.
There is never any question in the cus-
tomer mind what the end will he.hand
it is. :

It is up to Miriam Hopkins and Victor
Jory to deal with all this, and they do
with more success than these windy
proceedings deserve, The former is by
but as
Raphaelson staged his own plece, likely
that is the way he wants the gal to be
played. Jory I8 more fortunate or
smarter. He manages to make the hus-
band a likable guy in spite of everything.
Martha Sleeper as the wife’s philandering
girl friend is really the one forthright
and sincere character in the play. She
runs away with the couple of scenes al~
lotted to her., Young Joyce Van Patten
is more than sufficiently pesty as the

‘kind of a child such people as the Wil-

liams would be likely to have. Helen
Flint, James Todd and Evelyn Davis
adequately fill in the stenciled bits that
the author has designed for them.

It’s not in the cards that “Marriage” will
snag any particular interest from the air-
casters, It might rate a guest shot with Jory
and Hopkins doing one of the row scenes, but
even that would be thing going.

In sum Marriage is a disappointment
and it seems nobody’s fault but Raphael-
son’s, It may get a moderate play, based
on a Jory-Hopkins draw. but it won’t fill
any purse, silk or otherwise, for Cheryl
Crawford, Bob Francis.

found it. What laughs there are are
sign-posted with a heavy hand. The rest
is given over to stretches of gab by his
eldest daughter, relieved by intervals of
hectic confusion created by a bevvy of
unamusing brats. The Belasco stage
seems to crawl with them.

It is too bad that good people like
Harvey Stephens and Helen Claire have to
be put in such a spot. After his fine
job in last season’s Over 21, it is pathetic
to watch him struggle with something
like Violet’s moronic papa. Nor does

(See VIOLET on opposile page)

SADIE THOMPSON

{Opened Thursday Evening, Oct, 26, 1944)
SHUBERT, PHILADELPHIA

{Stem Opemng November 15, at Alvin
Theater)

A musical play in two acts by Howard Dietz
and Rouben Mamoulian, Produced and
directed by Rouben Mamoulian. Lyrics by
Howard Dietz and mausic by Vernon Duke,
Dances by Edward Caton., Setting by Boris

Aronson. Choral numbers by Millard Gibe
son. Orchestra conducted by Charles G,
Sanford. Costumes by Motley, except for

those for “S8adie Thompson” which are from

studies by Azadia Newman for her paint-

ings., Presented by A, P, Waxman.

THE CAST: June Havoc, Lansing Hatfleld,
+James Newill, Ralph DumkKke, Zolya Talma,
Norman Lawrence, Milada Mladova, Chrls
Volkoff and Beatrice Kraft, Daniel Cobb,
Grazia Narciso, Doris Patston, Remington
Olmsted and Bert Freed,

It was several decades ago that W.
Somerset Maugham’s_and John Colton’s
Rain first brought to the stage, and for
the first time in Philadelphia, a glorified
South Sea street-walker which Jeanne
Eagles created in the role of Sadie Thomp-
son. Based on the same famous play, the
dramaturgy is given a Rouben Mamoul-
lanish touch that comes out of Sadie
Thompson.

Not entering as a musxcal comedy, but
as a musical play, it brings back, with
variations, the hoary saga of the husky-
voiced siren—a fugitive from a red light,
who finds herself on the Island of Pago
Pago under the influence of the rainy
season and the psalm-singing Reverend
Davidson,

THE LATE GEORGE APLEY

(Opened Monday, October 23, 1944)
(Stem Opening, Nov. 21, at the Lyceum)

NATIONAL, WASHINGTON
A play by John P. Marguand and, George
Kaufman, Staged by George Kaufman.
Settings and costumes by Stewart Chaney.
General manager, Ben A, Boyer; compahy
manager, Rube Bernstein. Press represen=
tative, John Peter Tochey. Stage manager,
Barbara Adams. Presented by Max Gordon,

Margaret ....... vesees Mrs, Priestly Morrison
George Apley....ouseeseeesss..lea G, Carroll
Catherine Apley.........c..ou.es Janet Beecher
John Apley...iceecieaceveenacns David McKay
Eleanor Apley......eeee. 0000000 Joan Chandler
WIlSOD ..viivtiiviennenen ...Byron Russell
Amelia Newcombe......ovvennns Margaret Dale
Roger Newcombe......vvvieenn. Percy Waram

Horatio Willing.........oe0vnte Reynolds Evans
Jane Willing..... Cdtherine Proctor
Agnes Willing......cveveeens Margaret Phillips
Howard Boulder.,. John Conway
Lydia Leyton...... Ivy Troutman
BEmily Southworth................ Mabel Acker
Julian H. Dole.......ceuee . ..Howard St. John
12(38%700000000000600000000000a000 Sayre Crawley

This is socko theater that should have
Stem playgoers lined up at the b. o. well
into next. year.

Kaufman has joined hands with Aue
thor Marguand in this new venture to
turn out a piece of solid b. o. that is a
bell-ringer from the opening scene to
the curtain dropper some 12 years and &
good many laughs lafer.

Washington joyseekers, pushovers for
good theater, took this one to thelir

Jhearts and packed the National for the

week it was here. It will coin dough on
Broadway and will be a snap for Holly=
woed when it runs out on the Stem.

Philly Crix Tab

Three *“ayes” and one “no opinion’ chalk
up a 75 per cent mark. Yes: Robert Sensend-
erfer (Bulletin), Jerry Gaghan (Daily News),
Edwin Schloss (Record). No opinion: Linton
Martin (Inguirer).

Just what Mamoulian is attempting to

,create with such story enmeshed with

musical score and ballet remains quite an
enigma. Starting late on preem night
and lingering *ti1 the midnight hour, the
production hardly ever shows reason for
its being. It's plenty theatrical, but
hardly can it be classified as entertain-
ing. Save for one or two ballet bits, the
‘stage set so lavishly by Boris Aronson is far
more appealing and exciting than what it
embraces.

Pault lies largely with the adaptation,
being a mis-mating of musical and play.
And on both counts, the casting is off
center. June Havoc, stepping out of
Mezxican Hayride to fill the role of Sadie,
falls short on the vocal requirements of
the score whipped up by Howard' Dietz
and Vernon Duke, who certainly know
better. They must have waited until the

rains came, and then waited too long,-

before scoring this. There’s isn't a single
tune in the barrel that you could remem-
ber long enough to whistle between the
acts, And save for the suggestive Poor
As o Church Mouse, when Sadie is sou-~
brette instead of serious, there isn’t a
song in the lot that could muster up
enough hand-claps to bring a return
chorus., And there are 25 musical num-
bers on the roster.

The music, for what little it might be
worth, makes for demands beyond the
capabilities of this cast. Only Lansing
Hatfield, as the Reverend possesses a voice

- strong enough to put dramatic power re-

quired by the musical wordage. And with
the book an unusually heavy one for such
a musical, it’s asking too much of the
histrionic abilities many possess.

As g matter of fact, none were able

to sustain a projection of their parts.

across the footlights to help the pew-
holder warm up to what they were trying
to do on the boards. The playing was all
as impersonal as a celluloid screen.

What is meant as an injection of com-
edy, altho the shot never finds the arm,
1s confined to Ralph Dumke, the fat and
thirsty and philosophical Trader Horn,
Tim O’Hara, as Sgt. Handsome, who wins
Sadie's heart only to find that it had
become sanctimonious under the spell of
a psalm, finds both book and musical
score beyond his command. Little that
might distinguish them is glven to the
many others in the large cast.

Of it all, it is only the dancers that
whip up any real enthusiasm for the
show’s one real bright bit, when the ballet
flash-backs Sadie’s road to ruin. In fact,
if the others could keep up with the
choregraphy of Edward Caton. Sadie
Thompsor. would really be sumpin’. As

Washington Crix Tab

Drew 100 per cent “aye” votés from aisle
experts. Yes: Andrew Kelley (News), Jay Cars
mody (Star), John Maynard (Times-Herald),
Nelson Bell (Post).

Superficially this one might be called
the Boston version of Life With Father,
but it has a lot that is strictly its own '
tho Father Apley and Father Day are
cut from the same cloth.

As In Father, plot of Apley is a suce
cession of incidents that reflect Boston
life as the former projected New York
life of the ’90s. Costumes, staging, sct-
ing, and sets are all up to Father or even
better.

George Apley’s collision with Freud
and an Ralph Waldo Emerson débunking
intellectual are highlights while the fam-
ily problems of straightening out young
John’s affair with the daughter of a ris=
ing Irish toolmaker and daughter’'s affair
with the debunking intellectual set the
minor themes, In addition, there is the
problem of finding Cousin Hattie’s proper
place in the family burial ground,

Over-all theme is that Beacon Street,
Boston, is a “state of mind” and that
the Apleys, along with the Cabots and
the Lodges, have a responsibility that
cannot be shrugged off lightly. All of
this is told in rich good humor that
makes an adult play for adult playgoers,

Leo G. Carroll, as the “late George,” iIs
terrific. He is the embodiment of all
that Boston could hope for in its Beason
Street set. He is restrained, dignified
and capable and should be associated
with the “late George” for years to
come.

The remainder of the cast does more
tAan handsome by itself. Janet Beecher,
as Mrs. A.;* Margaret Phillips as Sister
Amelia; David McKay, as John; Joan
Chandler, as Eleanor; Percy Waram, as
Roger; Reynolds Evans, as Horatio;
Catherine Proctor, as Jane, and John
Conway, as Howard Boulder, all do first
class, top flight, jobs and ably support
Mr. Carroll in his effort at creating an
authentic bit of Americana,

_ George Daly.

it stands, it’s nuttin’. Milado Mladovs
‘makes the blithe and lovely prima
ballerina, with added delight to the optics
in the Balinese and island dances of
Beatrice Kraft, nee Kraft Sisters on the
nitery circuits.

It’s hardly likely that A, P. Waxman
will bring Sadie Thompson to New York
in her present condition. Yet, following
a sellout opening night, advance ticket
sale for its fortnight here is even greater ,
than that attending Bloomer Girl on its
local preem. As a matter of fact, Wax-
man may be able to take his production
to Broadway on the morrow, and find
ithem breaking down the doors of the
playhouse to get seats. But this reviewer,
for one, will never know why.

Maurie Orodenker.

| b
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HORSES ARE LIKE THAT

(Opened Tuesday, October 24, 1944)
{Stem opening skedded for late November;
no theater assigned)

SHUBERT-LAFAYETTE, DETROIT

A comedy by Rip Van Ronkel; directed by
Anne Nichols. Assistant director, Virginia
8mith. Stage manager, Robert F. Simons.
Settings by Stephen Nastfogel.

Marion Brook..........eeen .....Bthel Britton
Rusty Gaines...oooiveveeceeeen Richard Taber
Peter Plllery.....cceveeeieenn. Reed Brown Jr.
Daniel BeeKman...oeeeeeeeeeeenns Alpert Bergh

...Carlton Baker
vv....David Koser
......Paul Kirk Giles
vevessers....Harold Grau
.e.....Charles Thompson
Thackeray ....ceceeeee 500060000 ...Oscar Polk
Gloria Strange............ ..Irene Corlett
Miss Emma Clatchie Stonehill...Nell Harrison

This play is an out-and-out farce, with
a full measure of sure-fire gags and
plenty of laugh-catching business. Char-
acterization is broad and runs largely in
stereotypes—the big Hollywood producer,
the comedy Jewish lawyer and the ever-
faithful sweetheart secretary, plus &
composite photo of a fem movie star
after the slightly philandering hero. It is
adequate to the genre, however, and the
play has definite probabilities of satis-
fying a wartime audience.

A lot of tightening up of slow moments
and tying-in is called for—the second
act curtain is too abrupt for one thing.
Fagter pacing will undoubtedly come as
the company overcomes typical first-
night drag and some rough edges in
the script, notably in transitions between
minor scenes, are worked in more
smoothly. Other principal script flaw is
insufficient working in of data to con-
nect the plot at points, especially in
connection with the intricacies of Holly-
wood bores. There's probably enough
funny stuff in the script to give it a
Broadway chance after suitable tailoring.

Penniless producer Pillery has a studio
with nothing else but a lot of promotion
ability, plays around with the incredible
estar, Giloria Strange, while he tries to
borrow her from biggie producer Bren-
ner, who’s horse crazy.. Contracts expire
or get renewed by miraculous coinci-
dences to help the plot. Pillery mean-
while gets réady to marry his wise-
cracking, true-hearted secretary, Marion
Brook. He goes to the races to see Bren-
ner, who has the contract on la Strange
and acquires a horse that produces twins
in the third act, providing the rest of
the plot. Sire is the most famed of stal-
lions, mated with Pillery’s mare secretly
by Thackeray, colored groom played with
exceptional character in a comedy part
by Oscar Polk.

Miss Stonehill, aged owner of the stal-
llon, exhibits the only real character de-
velopment of the play in a brief bit.
Played with delightful restraint, chang-
ing from the refined old maid afraid of
sex—she wouldn’t let her horse be bred—
to exploitation of the twin colts and her-
self as star of a superduper race epic.
Last proves Pillery’s salvation as he
amalgamates business and horses with
Brenner’s huge studio on the strength
of this one film just before he finally
gets the girl.

All parts are competently handled, but
do not provide much scope for serious
acting, being mostly stock characters fit-
ted into the plot and funny business,
which is the show’s real saving merit.
Bernard Gorcey as the diminutive, en-
thusisatic lawyer, turned in a nice char-
acter bit, with top acting honors going
10 Ethel Britton and Reed Brown Jr.

Haviland Reves.

Fred Martin.........
Mr. Snyder.....
Mr. Hoffman...
Todd ...oouvens
Bartender .....

GLASSES

Dunshaw CONTACT LENSES give you perfect
vision without impairing your looks. Invisible,
safe, protective, comfortable. Now worn by
many stars in the amusement world. Free con-
sultation. 9:30 to 5:30, including Saturday.
Monday till 8:30. :

DUNSHAW COMPANY

430 W. 42nd St. 17 Academy St.
New York 48, N. Y. °~ Newark 2, N. J.
Wilsconsin 7-4880 Mitchell 2-6888

Dramas
Opened Perfs,
Angel Street (Bijou)....12- 5, %41 1221
Anna Lucasta .......... 8-30, '44 69
- v (Mansfield)

Report from Hollywood has it that
if Paramount doesn’t buy pic rights,
Paulette Goddard will grab it for her-
self and star in {t. S8he has a deal
with Paramount permitting her to do
one independent production a year.
So maybe this is {t. Lilian Okun in-
terviewed Alice Childress and John
Tate over WMCA Saturday (28).

Catherine Was Great .. 8- 2,'#4 102
(Royale)

Ice cream and cake backstage Friday
(27) to celebrate passing 100 perform-
ance mark. Joel Ashley will stay on
with troupe to Sunday (8), Xim
Spalding will take over “Potemkin”
assignment.

Chicken Every Sunday.. 4- 5,°44 231
(Plymouth)

Producer Edward Gross has taken
option on drama rights to Resemary
Taylor's new book, “Ridin’ the Rain-
bow.” Dramatizing will wait on pro-
duction of “Mother Wore Tights,” of
which several movie studlos are hot
for a slice. MGM reported on the in-
side track.

Remember Mama.,....10-19, ’44 12
(Music Box) '

Sell out to December 15. Author-
director Van Druten guests with Bessle
Beattle Wednesday (1). Rehearsals
for four understudies began Thursday
(26). George Dill is understudying
Richard Bishop; Beverly Chambers for
Cora Smaith and Ottalle Kruger; Guy
Sampsel for Oswald Marshall, Bruno
Wick and William Pringle, and Donal
Hastings for Robert Antoine. Brings
cast roster to number 26. ‘“Mama”
requires 26 stagehands, or one for
each actor.

Jacobowsky and the 8-14, ’44 266
Colonel (Martin Beck)

Marianne Stewart took over fem
lead from Annabella Monday (23).
Latter to USO offshore. Miss Stewart
was guested by the Merchant Seaman’s
Club Wednesday (25) and will be dit-
toed by the National War Fund Com-
mittee at Port of Embarkation,
Brooklyn, Tuesday (31), Oscar Karl-
weiss was .unable to {finish show
Wednesday (25) due to sprained knee.
Understudy, Herbert Berghof, com-
pleted the chore for him.

i

Kiss and Tell .......... 8-17,°438 684
(Biltmore)

Life With Father ..,...11- 8,’39 2093
(Empire)

Meet a Body............ 10-16, 744 15
(Forrest)

Perfect Marriage, The.., 10-26, '44 4
(Barrymore)

Seven to two vote by aisle experts
gave it 22 per cent. No: Ward More-
house (Sun), Robert Garland (Journal-
American), Howard Barnes (Herald-
Tribune), Wilella Waldorf (Post),
John Chapman (News), Louis Kronen-
berger (PM), Lewis Nichols (Times).
Yes: Burton Rascoe (World-Telegram),
Robert Coleman (Mirror). Victor Jory
stars in “War Town’” series “Too
Young for Everything” (WHN), Sat-
urday (28).

School For Brides ...... 8- 1,44 103
(Ambassador)

Phil Huston and Bernadine Hayes
headed streamlined cast of ‘“‘Man Who
Came to Dinner” in show for Gls at
Mason General Hospital, Babylon,
N. Y., Monday (23). Others in troupe
were Joel Ashley and Darby Moore.

Searching Wind, The .. 4-12,'44 231
(Fulton)

Lillian Hellman has bought a house

in the East 80s.

BROADWAY SHOWLOG

Performance Thru October

Opened Perfs.
SNafll ....voveieonnnsss 10-25,%44 5
(Hudson)

Rated a passing mark from crix for
a total of 72 per cent. Yes: Wilella
Waldorf (Post), Howard Barnes (Her- -
ald-Tribune), Robert Coleman (Mir-
ror), John Chapman (News), Burion
Rascoe (World- Telegram), Ward
Morehouse (Sun). No: 'Louis Kronen-
berger (PM), Lewis Nichols (Times).
No opinion: Rebert Garland (Journal-
American), Grossed $14,500 for first
seven performances including a pre-
view. Sara Lee Harris has been
signed as understudy to Patricia Kirk-
land and Bethel Leslie by George Ab-
bott.

Soldier’'s Wife...........10= 4,744 _ 29
(Golden) ¢

A click. Playing to capacity with
standees at every performance. Author
Rose Pranken, who underwent a seri-
ous operation Monday 16, has been
reported out of danger by her physi-
cian,

Ten Little Indians ..... 6-27,°'44 143

(Broadhurst)

Halliwell Hobbs scorched with pow-
der btarn from prop pistol Monday
(23). Missed no performances. Vivian
Osborn and Victor Varconi withdraw
from cast of No. 2 company in Cleve-
land this week. Toni{ Gilman and
Alexander Darcy will replace them for
the Chi opening.

Two Mrs. Carrolls, The. 8- 3,43 471

(Booth)

Understudy Guy Spaull married to
Joan Croyden Thursday (26) at Mill-
burn, N. J. The new Mrs. is playing
out there in ‘Katinka,” which has
been held over for an additional week,

Violet ....... 00000000000 10-24, 44 v
{Belasco)
Prew a unanimous thumb-down
from the crix for a zero score. No:
~Wilella Waldorf (Post), John Chapman
(News), Howard Barnes (Herald-
Tribune), Robert Coleman (Mirrer),
Louis Kionenberger (PM), Robert Gar-
Iand (Journal-American), Burton Ras-
coe (World-Telegram), Lewis Nichols
(Times), Ward Morehouse (Sun).
Visitor, The..... cennee, 10-17, 744 15
(Henry Miller)
Weak, but will likely stick for movie
rights. Good for at least another

week.
Voiee of the Turtle, The. 12- 8, *43 310
(Morosco)
-
Musicals
Bloomer Girl ...........10- 5, %44 /28
(Shubert)

Stage manager Ward Bishop out ill
since Monday (23). - Assistant Robert
Calley has been carrying on for him.
Bishop returns to 8Shubert Monday
(30). ¥Five stand-ins have been added
to cast roster. Nancy Douglass un-
derstudies Celeste Holm, Vaughn Trin-
nier preps for David Brooks, Blaine
Cordner for Matt Briggs, Hubert Dil-
worth for Dooley Wilson, and Kathleen
O'Brien for Joan McCracken. Producer
John C. Wilson has added three days
to skedded New Haven stop of forth-
comming ‘‘Streets Are Guarded” No-
vember 13 thru 15. Newie skeds 2
Stem bow at the Henry Miller’'s No-
vember 17,

Carmen Jones ........, 12- 2,43 382
(Broadway)

Charles Friedman, who directed
book, will do the same chore for the
New Opera Company’s ‘“Impromptu.”
Susan Hammerstein, daughter of Oscar
Hammerstein II, will be one of the
dozen show gals in “Seven Lively
Arts.”” Incidentally, Rose has finally
had ‘'word that Bea Lillle has left Eng-
land and should arrive here at any
moment.

28

Opened Perfs.,

Follow the Girls ....... 4~ 8,’44 234
(44th St. Theater)

Mildred Fenton has been signed as
official understudy for Gertrude Niesen.
Renee Russell, who has been tempo-
rary stand-in, goes back to line.
Bruce (ex-“Othello””) Fernald replaces
Charles Conaway Monday (30). Latter
goes to “Glad To See Ypou'' Val
Valintinoff doubles at La Conga for
a four-wcek stretch beginning Wednes-
day (8). Dave Wolper hag signed
Sammy White for a major slot in
‘“Glad To See You.”

Mexican Hayride ....... 1-28,'44 318

(Winter Garden)

Don Powell replaced /Bill Callahan
Monday (23). Entire company to West
Point November 5 to give show Ior
cadets. Maxie Furman, Audrey Chris-
tte and Bea Mathews have the three
top leads in the overseas version of
“Hayride.”

Oklahoma! ..... 00000000 3-31, 43 693
(St. James) 0
Florenz Ames took over the Ralph
Riggs role Monday (23). Owen Martin,
who has been temporarily in the Riggs
slot, weut back to his original part.
Lee Dixon out Tuesday (24), Milton
Watson subbed. Arthur Ulisse will be
replaced by Lloyd Cole Monday (30).
Monday (30) also skeds dancers Jack
Claus and John Butler replaced by
Buster Burnell and George Strecher.
Scott Merrill from the Chi troupe has
taken over assignment which Jack
Baker was temporarily filling. Latter
went back to his dancing slot Monday
(23). Harry Stockwell goes to Roches-
ter Sunday (12) to guest with the
Rochester Philharmonic in Fastman
Auditorium, -

One Touch of Venus ,..10- 7, *43 449
(46th St.)

Ballet captain Nelle Fisher leaves
Saturday (28). Marine Oliphant is the
replacemcnt. More notice givers are
Frank Westbrook, who leaves Wednes-
day (1); Allyn McLarie, Saturday (4);
Carl Eberle, Wednesday (8), and Dun-
can Noble, same date. No replace=-
ments yet named.

Ginnee Richardson, ex-Venus ballet,
will travel with Foxhole Ballet as one
of the six dancing girls. Grant Moura=-
doff heads the USO dancers. Nelle
Fisher replaced by Marianne Olphant
Saturday 28. Hal Stone left same day.

Song of Norway ....... 8-21,°44 80

(Imperial)

Entire company, including chorus,
starts cutting hit tunes for Decca
album Monday (30). Helen Bliss and
Larry Brooks will be guests of Dutch
Treat Club Tuesday (31). Shuberts
have signed Robert Wright and_George
Forrest to do the music and lyrics for
“Spring in Brazil,” in which Milton
Berle will have lead. Carmen Miranda
will be in it too.

Star Time...... cerevsees 9°12,744 65

(Majestic)

Dorothy Donegan, who stepped in
for ailing Berry Brothers for a two-
day fill-in has taken over their spot
permanently. Lou Holtz’s wife and
three-year-old daughter came on from
Coast to join him here this week.

ICE SHOWS
Hats Off to Iee ........ 6-22,°44 180
(Center)

REVIVALS

Merry Widow, The ....,10- 7, %44 25
(City Center)

BALLETS

Ballet Theatre ..........10- 8, %44 25
(Metropolitan)

SNAFU
(Continued from opposite page)

jolly pregnant gal from Australia; a
windy State senator; a mousey school
principal and, of course, Sergeant Ronald
himself. Much of the credit goes to
the script, but there are frequent touches
in the direction that are all Abbott. The
whip is applied all the way, and even
an obvious slow-up toward the second
act curtain is sufficiently juiced to pre-
vent any feeling of loss of pace.

Abbott has also chosen g bang-up cast.
Billy Redfield, a vet of air and stage but
stil] under draft age, is exactly right for
the youngster. Whatever happens to
Snafu,-he has cut himself a nice slice
of kudos. Same applies to Russell Hardle
and Elspeth Eric as ma and pa. Both
roles could be mauled badly but they
make the pair an understanding and
amusing set of parents. There is grand
performance from Enid Markey as the
fiustered, 7Time-mag-reading, spinster,
and an ingenuous love interest furnished
by young Patricla Kirkland .and Dort
Clark. Former has no such strain put

upon her as in the late-lamented For
Keeps, but turns in a chore that stamps

-her as a likely candidate for continued

Stem ingenue demand.

“Snafu’” seems a bit brisk in content for
parlor airing, Tlhere are lines and situations
which would make a radio exec wince, althe
they’d be funny on the ether. If they were
toned down lo air requirements, they’d likely
lose their punch, so maybe “Snafu’’ better
stay right where it is at the Hudson. Xt
should, in any event, make a whale of a
funny movie.

John Root’s set of a California sitting
room is a small masterpiece of color and
lighting. ‘It is a worthy background for
the amiable nonsense that goes on with-
in it Bob Francis,

VIOLET

(Continued from opposite page)
Helen Claire fare any better by the script.
Little Pat Hitchcock is even worse off,
because she comes back to Broadway for
a second time backed by memories of a
tender and charmful performance as the

/

youngster in Druten’s Solitaire. Her
Violet will leave no such pleasant mem-
ories as her Virginia, but that, of course,
isn’t her fault, Doro Merande manages
another of her sharp character vignettes
as a Vermont matron, and Paula True-
man does what she can with the role of
a slightly addled sister. The rest of them
struggle along with what little Cook has
given them, and without much assistance
from his direction, either.

Possibly good air scripters could take some
of the “Violet” material and twist it into an
ether serial. However, as they stand, the
precocious youngsier and her family add up
to a dull Tet. It would take some sparking
to push them up on the Hooperatings.

Howard Bay has designed a nice farm
house set with two flights of stairs for
them all to run up and down. Unfor-
tunately, it takes more than stair-
climbing to make a play. The movies
may want Violet (according to reports
MGM put 100G on the line for pic rights
before the opening). However it’s a safe
bet that Broadway won't, Bob Francis,

'
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gwing St. Hard

For Name Attractions ses:

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Swing Street,
with all its spots, is in for some fancy
headaches if the threatened shortage of
attractions, which mean something to
customers, develops, according to trade
sources.

Combos and units now working in the
various spots have been held over for
long periods. In some cases ops are satis-
fied to keep bill running. But in most
cases it is the performers themselves
who want to shift. And when the lads
who make with the instruments and voices
move along there just isn’t enough solid
stufl around to follow them.

A few years ago nearly every hot-in-
strument player was beating his brains
out to get into a 52d Street spot. Money
wasn’t particularly big but the chance to
give out with plenty of punch plus the
fact there wasn’t many places around
town that considered such performers
commercial, gave a lot of acts their first
start in showbiz.

Louis Prima, Hot Lips Page, Art Tatum
and, plenty of others began there, were
caught and moved up to more dough and
into class spots.

Fifty-Second Street was the street of
discoveries, A budding performer from
the sticks who was willlng to go in for

peanuts could get a Job there. If he had:

anything on the ball the odds were all
on his side.

Today the street, which had the ele-
mental essence of everything in showbiz,
is no more. Name acts who mean some-
thing are trying to get away from Swing
Street into the better rooms. Occasionally
a top combo fronted by a sock instru-
mentalist will work between Fifth and
Sixth avenues. But today these units
don’t come for hay. 2

With the rise of the big time clubs the_

The Original One Man Band
VINCE “Blue’ MONDI

The..Worid’s Smallest Orchestra
White Horse Tavern, New Hyde Park, L, I.

eThe ROYAL-AIRES

Instrumental-Vocal-Entertaining Trio

San Bernardino, Callf.

In Demand Everywhere

The OWEN SISTERS

‘The Nation’s Most Popular GIrl Trlo
Portiand, Maine

Pressed

-small units are no longer dependent on
Swing Street bids. They can get real
moola and have class rooms, not to men-
tion better hours.

This brings the shortage of name
combos and acts acutely: home to ops.
In fact, so hard hit are they that con-
‘tracts no longer stipulate that a group
working one spot shall not work in a
_competitive spot within a certain period
of time. In the past few months a unit
or an individual closing in one room
would open the very next night next
door or across the street. This condition
has become so frequent today it no longer
is considered unusual, say cocktall agents.

Among the spots up against it right
now is Chic Goldman’s Downbeat. Cus-
tomer pullers-in here are Billie Holiday,
Coleman Hawkins and Roy Eldridge.
Eldridge and his small band were ex-
pected to stay on indefinitely. But
trumpeter planed out of town. to Join
Artie Shaw. Miss Holiday and Hawkins
are both set to close about the middle of
November to fulfill previous commit-
ments. Goldman says he doesn’t know
who he can get to follow. This leaves
the Downbeat in a spot the trade says
will shortly include at least two other
rooms on the street. Combos, say per-
centers, just are not interested in work-
ing the 52d Street spots. They feel it
lowers thelr prestige, gives them long
hours, and adds up to nothing.

PFee-splitters complain they are caught
between the devil and the sea. Ops want
talent. Agents are willing to do biz, but
acts who mean anything to box office
turn thumbs down.

So it seemns as if 52d Street will have
to get along with unknowns or shutter,
is the considered opinion of trade sources.

Philly Cove Returns Names

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28.—The OCove,
largest musical bar downtown, returns
to a name policy with Art Tatum coming
in next week. Marks first appearance for
Tatum, piano ace, in this town. The
Cove, which uses four units regularly,
last year featured such names as the
late Fats Waller, Adrian Rollini Trio and
Dobley Wilson among others.

Corman Cullen Back

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28~—Pvt, Tommy
Cullen has recelved a medical discharge
from the army and returns to the cock-
tail unit set. One of first with a corn
combo, Cullen has rounded together a
new crew, opening this week at Midway
Musical Bar.

Pete Rubino Forming Unit

PHILADELPHIA, Oct, 28.—Pete Rubino,
trumpeter, turns to the cocktail field
- with a quartet of his own. Judy Darling
will be added to sling the ditties. Unit
makes its bow at Carmen’s Lido Venice
here,

Review

Sweetheart of
Piono and Song

AUDREY THOMAS

Drolt, h.
I - MARIA LOPEZ

Atlanta, Ga.

“Comedy Bombshell of Song’

@ 1HE SIEWART TRIO
featuring
' BETTY STEWART

America’s Foremost Girl Vibraphone Artlst
Philadelphia, Pa.

ARTIE RUSSEL
and His Orchestra
Dance Music--Show Music-~-Entertainment

New York City

. Bob Reems

(Reviewed at the Silhouette Club,
Chicago)

Organized only five months ago, this
combo (six lads and a girl) is rapidly
beginning to shape into a musical group
that merits attention. Reems, who leads
off from the plano with special em-=-
phasis on right hand pounding, has sur-
rounded himself with a good crew con-
sisting of Marshall Reisman, drums; Don
Londale, bass; Buster Hinkel, guitar, and
Jos Rossi, accordion. His vocalists are
Bob Marshall, who handles the ballad
department, and Betty Jo Webb, a
wholesome looking gal with a good pair
of pipes.

Lads have plenty of pep and display
zing in dishing out old favorites and
breezy melodies that make for good en-
tertainment. The¥y sell nicely on the
stand and garner plenty of attention
with their personality and showman-
ship. They would fit well into any spot,
as their rhythmic set-up is not only
good for listening but embodies a tempo
that is ideally suited for dancing.

Jack Baker.

.

v

OFF THE CUFF

CHARLIE BUSCH, of CRA, and Vi
Barrett, of the Morris office, aré back in
New York after a selling trip below the
Mason=-Dixon Line. . .. New jam sessions
set by TRUMMY YOUNG start December
12 at Lincoln Square Center, New York
City. Admish will be a buck.

HARRY (HIP) GIBSON, Skeets Tol-
bert, Bonds and Clarke, and Edna Mae
Harris all set for the opening of the new

Spotlite Room on 52d Street, New York.
JOE MARCELLO brings his pianoclogy
to La Maina’s Cocktall Lounge, Camden,
N. J. . . . DEEP RIVER BOYS replace
Three Peppers at Philadelphia’s Swan
Club. . . . CORALLI, song and guitar,
and Bill Huggins, also guitar-vocals, new
at Club Teheran, Philadelphia. . . .- JESS
ALTMILLER’S electronics, Art Smith at
the organ, and Fred Brelsford’s guitar-
vocals take over at Holiday Room of
Atlantic City’s Knickerbocker Hotel. . . .
THE FOUR BLUES back in Philadelphia
at Lou’s Chancellor Bar. . . . JUNIOR
BUCKWALTER and His Marimba Queens
making Philadelphia bow at The Cove.

LOONEY TUNES staying at the Garde
Hotel, Hartford. . . . RUTH RAY cur-
rent at the Parkview Hotel, Springfield,
Mass. . . . TOMMY EDWARDS appears
at the Crystal Lounge, Troy, October 30,
. . . SYBIL BARBRE current at OCon-
nors, Albany. . . . GEORGE JONES
working at the Hollywood Show Bar,
Pittsburgh.

. JOHNNY AND GEORGE in the bill at
Club Maxim, the Bronx. . BETH
ELLIS working at the Rainbow Inn, New
York. , . . LISBETH RUSSELL set for
the Pifth Avenue Hotel, New York.
FERI SARKOZI and Lary Sury current
at Ritz Carleton, New York. .., . MARS
TRIO set for Roger’s Corners, New York,
until January 7. . . . STAN KELLER
now at Stork Club, New York, . . .
ANGIE BOND working at Sheraton, N, Y.
‘. . DELADINE ORR set for 356 Club,
Paterson. . . . JOE HEMBREE current
at the Warwick, N. Y....SNUB MOSELY
started at Queens Terrace October 19.-, ..
THREE INTERNATIONALS doing one-
nighters around New York. ... VINCENT
BRAGALE opened at Statler, Buffalo.

SKUNK HOLLOW BOYS doubling from
Diamond Mirror, Passaic, to Majestic
Theater, Paterson, . . . VIVIAN GARRY
TRIO opens November 1 at the Diamond
Mirror. . . . DEWEY DAVIS current at
the Music Bar, Schenectady. . . . DONNA
CLARA appearing at the Cameo Lounge,
Newark. RUTH DORE into the
Continental Grove, Akron, November 16.
. ELAINE KAYE and Bobby Bernard
current at the Bolton Hotel, Harrisburg,
Pa. VIVIAN GREY appearing at
the Pied Piper, New York. . . . FREDRIC
AND SANDRA HARTWELL current at the
Blue Room of the Roosevelt Hotel, New
Orleans. . .

Chicago:

LEON GONZALES and His Latin-
American Tunesters are at the Winkin’
Pup. ... EDDIE WALKER on the piano
at the Number 10 Theater Bar. . . .
LILLIAN GERARD is the femsee at the
Melody Casino. . . . CARMEN GROSS,
pianist, currently at the Show Tap. . ..
TAY VOYE, vocalist, appearing at the
Bil-Is Club. . ., PHIL PORREST, satirist,
booked into the Primrose Path. .
CRANSTON HAMILTON can be heard at
the Gayety Lounge. . .. CLEQO BROWN,
planist, is the current attraction at the
Chinatown Bowery. ... TOMMY EMAN-
UEL, piano, drew a holdover at the 5
o’Clock Club.

DICK SAUNDERS and His Three Beats
of Rhythm inked in for the Stratoliner.
... MAJOR AND THE MINORS are en-
tertaining at the Miami Lounge. . . .
VITO MARIANNI and His Rockaways
are sharing the bandstand with Don
Torres at the Stage Lounge. . . . NORINE
GODIN is playing the organ at vhe Crys~
tal Tap. . . . BOOKER WASHINGTON
and His Trio are at the Club Congo. ...
CLAUDE GEIDER, piano, currently at
the Pal-Mor.

EMILY JEAN can be heard at the
Elbow Room. . .. ROYAL BEACH BOYS,
Harvey, and Johnny Guest are entertain-
ing at the Double Door. . . . CHARLES
ROTHERMEL JR. is the attraction at
the Poodle Dog. . . . LEWIS HARVEY
booked in at Old.Mexico.

A

Here and There:

BOB BRENNER instrumentalists have
been booked into the Dome, Minneapolis.
. . JIM HALL at the Theater Bar,
Logansport, Ind. . FRANCES OS-
BORNE, Gloria Savitt, Ann Drake and
Harriet Blake currently at Lord Lans-
downe’s Dayton, O. . .. O'BRIEN AND
EVANS inked in at the Theater Bar,
Terre Haute, Ind. . ... PRINCESS WHITE-
CLOUD at the Turf <Club, Biloxi, Miss.

CHENAULT AND DAY skedded for the
Downbeat Room, Sioux City, Ia., starting
October 30, . . . TOMMY RIGSBY en-
tertaining at the Blue Grass, Cleveland.
. . . MIKE McKENDRICK goes into Bam-
boo Room, Kenosha, Wis. . . , MANNY
La PORTE (4) currently at the Duluth
Hotel, Duluth, Minn. .. . JOHNNY GAY
skedded for Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee,
starting October 30.

PAT O’'DARE has opened at Don Hud-
son’s, Green Bay, Wis. ... JERRY MUR-
RAY has drawn a holdover at the Red
Room, Milwaukee, . .. AL (DAREDEVIL)
DAULT, recently returned from a tour of
USO-Camp Shows, will join the Karston
show as feature attraction for the winter.

. . DAVE BOLD current at Auggie’s,
Minneapolis.

GILDA GRAY opened at the Tic Toe,
Milwaukee. .. . JUNE HART, accordionist,
is playing nightly at the Alpine Village,
Cleveland. . . . JIMMY COSTELLO is at
the Cotton Club, Houston. . . . DIOSA
COSTELL:O has been booked into the
Town, Barn, Buffalo, starting Novem-
ber 13,

BOB McGREW back for 10th annual
visit at the Kansas City Club, Mo. . . .
WILLIAM M. PARKS, former operator of
the Deer Lodge, near the end of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike,-is now in the

marines. . . ., THREE SHELDONS with
Camp Show unit No, 223. . . . MAC-
ARTHURS at Queens Terrace, Long

Island. . . . KEA LOKE at the Victoria
Hotel, New York. .. . BILL WILLIAMS
TRIO working at the Eau Claire Hotel,
Wis. . . . FOUR MOODS appearing at
Club 22, Woodside, L. I. . . TOBY
BROWN and His Little Brown Jugs cur-
rent at the Gary 'I‘Iotel, Gary, Ind. ’

Picture Money Good

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Ralph Rotgers,
current at the swank East Side Monte
Carlo, has a sideline, he says, which pays
off almost as well as fronting for his
rumba boys. Leader does portraits in
pastels between jobs that he gets $400
to $500 for. Latin musiker has done
Bob Christenberry, Guy Lombarde and
Mrs. Seckendorf. Latter is his boss’s
wife.

RED =« CLAIRE CLARK]

THE MR. AND MRS. OF SONG REQUESTS
“YOU NAME IT AND WE'LL PLAY IT"

Back by Demand
COLD FRONT CAFE, Cheboygan, Mich.

Mgt. Frederick Bros. Agency
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for best all-girl cocktail unit in America.
Must join unit December 20fth. Contact
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LEO SUNNY’S

MELODY LANE TRIO

Giving Out With Melody and Rhythm at the
SHAWNEE HOTEL, Springfield, Ohio.
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| Fla. Biz So Good
Ops Are Cutting
Bills,Says Agent

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Florida nitery
operators are beginning to feel they over-
bought on talent in advance of the sea-
son, according to Harry Kilby, head of
the GAC club department, who returned
here this week from a two-week trip to
the winter resort.

Kilby reports that business in Florida
is already so heavy, with prospects that
it will increase, that owners now are
beginning to belleve they won’t need
heavy talent-bills to pull in cash cus-
tomers. <Consequently, says Kilby, they
are stretching the acts to which they
are already committed to cover longer
periods and are thus chopping down the
number of attractions they will use.

C. of C. Says There’s Room
For About 90,000 Visitors

MIAMI, Oct. 28.—Annguncement of the
Miami Beach Chamber of Commerce that
space is available for 90,000 visitors this
winter has aroused great elation among
night spots. Available statistics indicate
there are 6,046 more hotel rooms, and
some additional apartments to be filled,
besides those hostelries open last year.

The joker is the transportation prob-
lem. Reservations out of New York are
on a 30-day basis, with the military get-
ting preference. Auto travel seems to be
out as no one wants to be tied up here,
even if fortunate endugh to obtain gas
to get in. There will be no extra trains
this winter.

WLB Sets $35
Top for Solo
Fla. Chorines

MIAMI, Oct. 28. — Chorus girls in
three local niteries are being held to
$35 weekly under a new line-hoofer wage
ceiling fixed Thursday (26) by Robert
T. Segrist, regional director of the War
Labor Board in Atlanta, Ga. Just why
Segrist chose to apply the old (1942) wage
freeze to chorus girls’ salaries at this time
could not be learned immediately.

New ruling does' not affect hoofers
working in produced lines. It applies only
to chorines hired individually by niteries
and costumed and directed by them. How-
ever, the edict could conceivably become
a precedent for hoofers in niteries else-
where and would run counter to estab-
lished scales for line gals in many places,

Harry Romm Ready
To Turn Pic Mogul

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Harry Romm,
head of the vaude department of GAC,
will turn part-time movie producer after
the first of the year. He will not leave
GAC. New contract with Tommy Rock-
well, prez of GAC, permits Romm to make
one picture a year for the next two years,

Romm will produce independently and
is financed by a combine of his own
formation. Flicker will be a musical with
the Three Stooges, Phil Regan and Will
Osborne’s ork.

Ex-Capitol Producer
Now Flicker Tycoon

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Harry Gourfain,
formerly producer at the Capitol Thea-
ter here, is now a full-fledged film pro-
ducer with his own company, Harry A.
Gourfain Productions, Inc.

Ex-vaudeman left the Capitol to work
with Constance Bennett on her pictures
as assoclate producer.

I.a Vie Site
Is Leased to
New Owners

‘Lesser Says He Owns Tag

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—The shuttered
La Vie Parisienne, carriage trade Hast
Side spot, that got that way when it ran
afoul Mayor La Guardia and the breakage
tax provisions, will shortly reopen under
new management, it was learned this
week.

Three club owners, two of them West
Side ops, dickered for the spot, according
to William P. Phipps, representing the
landlords. Choice was finally given to an
undisclosed group who signed a five-year
lease when it passed the Dun-Bradstreet
test. Papers were signed Saturday (21)
when new ops took over,

Spot will have an elaborate talent budg-
et and will light up in about six weeks,
according to Phipps. He also said that
deal included not only all fixtures but
the name, La Vie Parisienne, as well.

Arthur Lesser, former op, insisted the
name was his property, and if anybody
opens with it they will face immediate
legal action. He claims that new owners
are probably the Casino Russe operators
who had previously approached him with
a proposition he turned down because
suggested dining room and talent policy
“was impossible,” he said. Phipps ad-
mitted that one of the principals in the
deal was a former Russian general.

Richard Davis, publisher of song books,
is said to have bought the name and
is rumored to be one of the owners.

Ex-G.I. Unit Being

Formed for Vaude

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—A new package
entirely consisting of ex-GIs, both sexes,
is being formed by Jack Kalcheim, of
Consolidated Radio Artists’ theater de-
partment, . ’

Unit, tentatively titled Ez-GI's in
Grease Paint, will have 15 ex-service
people, mostly males, tho gals are also
eligible. To get fems Kalcheim will hire
wives of servicemen, tho ex-WACs and
WAVES are preferred. Show will be of-
fered to theaters for approximately 3G,
tho figure is dependent on the nut when
casting is completed.

Hunt is now on for ex-service people
who have been in showbiz or would, like
a crack at it. At least two will be
standard acts who've gotten their dis-
charge, while the others will be those
who think they’ve got something to show
and sell,

Ribbamba Opening
Is Delayed; Jawitz
Must Go, Sez AGVA

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—The new Rio- .

bamba did hot open as scheduled and its
new relighting date is now set for No-
vember 2. Main reason was that the
spot’s liquor license did not come thru
in time. Spokesmen for the club say
they expect to get it. ‘

Meanwhile, the Riobamba-AGVA broil
reached a new degree of heat. AGVA
now says that before the spot and its
owners are removed from the ‘“unfair”
list Arthur Jawitz, former operator at
present working as manager, will have to
be out of the pic altogether. Union also
states that Carmen Amaya, a member,
has been warned not to appear for the
opening, Rio’s new ops say she will be
there.

Nitery settled this week with AFM for
a claim held against the old spot.

Detroit WMC Sets 50
Help Quota for L. Q.

DETROIT, Oct. 28.—Top employment
of 50 male employees were set for Lou
Walters’ Latin Quarter here by the War
Man-Power Commission as the result of
a check-up made at the spot. The WMC
also ordered dismissal of nearly a dozen
waiters and stagehands who were ap-
parently hired without proper com-
pliance with the regulations on hiring.
Manager Arthur Rozen previously ex-
pressed his intentions to co-operate with
the WMC if it were shown that slips in
hiring had occurred.

Setting of an employment ceiling is
believed to be a new procedure for a
night club, but is apparently considered
necessary because of the still-tight labor
market in this area.

Petrill Readying Nitery
Under “Doghouse® Title

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—Jack Petrill,
manager of the Gothic Room and for~
merly entertainment director of General
Motors, will turn nitery op on November
9 when he opens a downstairs spot in
the Hotel Duane under the handle of the
Doghouse.

Despite name, nitery will have smart

‘decor and will operate on a supper-club

basis. Starters in the first bill are Her-
bert Kingsley, composer-pianist, and
Portia Morrow, legit actress turned
singer,

®

Chicago (Clubs and Rooms

Set Bands for Yuletide

CHICAGO, Oct. 28.—For the first time
in many years, night clubs and hotels in
the Downtown area here, during the holi-
day season will be loaded with well-
known band attractions. Herebtofore the
spots, with the exception of one or two
cases, have cut down their budgets, feel-
ing that biz preceding Christmas and
New Year wouldn’t warrant the spending
of extra dough to attract the crowds.
With name bands hitting good grosses at
the theaters during the past several
months the operators have changed their
opinions, feeling that these attractions
are their best bets to garner the lush
money that is floating around this sea-
son. N

The Latin Quarter, after- its success
with Ted Lewis’s band show, have inked
in, for the first time, Frankie Masters
and his ork for an extended run starting
November 24.

At the Sherman Hotel, Gene Krupa
stays until the 30th, with Tommy Dorsey
following in for a two-week run on De-
cember 1,

The Stevens Hotel, for its second
band attraction since the Boulevard Room
reopened, has inked in Tommy Tucker,
who takes over the bandstand on No-
vember 15.

The Bismarck Hotel will hold on to
Benny Strong until December 21, fol-
lowed by Art Kassel, a Chicago favorite,
who moves in on the 22d.

Chuck Foster, currently at the Black-
hawk, remains for the next 14 weeks,
while Carmen Cavallaro, who has been
drawing heavy attendance at the Palmer
House since September, stays on until
the first of January. The line-up of
these attractions should give the Windy
City its best dance season it has seen
in many months.

Seotch Tight,
Domestics Up

Gov’t “liquor holiday”
helps supply; niteries in
small cities short

®
By Paul Ross

NEW TYORK, Oct. 28—When the
Christmas tree season—the peak period
in elbow-bending—rolls around aboub
eight weeks hence, niteries and lounges
in the larger cities, generally, will have
enough grog on hand to
make both their registers
and the physogs of their
patrons rosy. However,
scotch will probably be
less plentiful. And hot
spots in the smaller cities
may find themselves
short of the stuff that
cheers. These are some
of the major conclusions
resulting from a survey of Christmas
liquor-supply prospects just concluded
by The Billboard in 17 cities across the
country.

Other conclusions are these:

Will Drink. Blends

Holiday tipplers will have to do most
of their boozing on domestic stuff—rye,
bourbon, of the blended variety; rum,
gin. Straight whiskies will be relatively
scarce in most places except de luxe
niteries.

The black market in everything excepbt
scotch has been hit a sock in the head
by govermment action which includes
both a clean-up drive and the August
“liquor holiday.” Thdt is—as far as the
clubs are concerned. It may or may not
survive among private customers.

There is plenty of tie-in selling by
distributors, or at least an effort (fairly
successful) to make club operators take
distress merchandise such as Cuban gin
or domestic stuff in return for allot-
ments of scarce stuff as scotch.

On the whole the grog situation will
probably be better than it was for the
holiday season last year.

The Billboard survey coincides with an
official announcement by the Office of
Price Administration that the black mar-
ket is smashed and an announcement by
J. A. Krug, chairman of the War Produc-
tion Board, that there will not be another
“liquor holiday” before the end of the
vear, as wag widely believed in the in-
dustry. Krug made his announcement
Thursday (26), the OPA its announce-
ment last week, 3

$1,000,000 in Fines

Chester Bowles, head of OPA, revealed
that the Bureau of Internal Revenue,
began a crusade against the black mar-
ket last November, and during the first
seven months of 1944 over $1,000,000 in
fines were paid by illicit operators. There
were 190 convictions, 273 indictments or
informations against them.

A big factor in the smashing of the -

black market was last August’s “liguor
holiday,” during which 54,000,000 gallons
of alcohol were produced by distilleries.
According to various night club and
liquor trade sources here, as well as gov-
ernment officials checked in Washington
by The Billboard office there, announce-
ment of the “holiday” in midsummer
caused an immediate loosening of whisky
reserves because those who were holding
them believed they might be caught with
excessive stocks at a time when the dis-
tilleries would again be selling the stuff,
This was the turning point in the liquor
supply available on the open market, and
most operators in New York as well as
those checked by reports of The Billboard
in other cities now say that they have
sufficient domestic goods on hand and
expect to have enough for Christmas.
This is borne out by a chart published
this week by The Wall Street Journal,
which shows an upturn in whisky stocks

(See Yule Liguor Supply on page 29)
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| Mocambo, Chicago

Talent policy: Dancing and floorshows
at 9, 12 and 3. Management, Pete
Arnsten Prices: Minimum, $3-$3.50.

After several seasons of on-and-off
openings and closings under various ops,
this spot, under new management,
changed the name to the Mocambo, with
first show here in over a& year. Switch
looks like the spot will join the ranks
of other successful clubs here, having
shown a steady increase in biz since the
changeover went into effect on Friday
(20).

First show is a good layout, having
plenty of varlety to satisfy the sophisti-
cated crowds. -Top billing is shared by
Ted Smith and Flo Henrie, two Chicago

favorites. Supporting are Jacqueline
Hurley, Tommy Raft and Jacqueline
Fontaine. Show and dance music by

Carmen Spiro ork, while the Frank Alvio
Trio, featuring, Marie ILawlor, exotlc
songstress, fill in for the intermissions.

Smith starts the show off with @ good
line of rapid-fire chatter to plenty of
laughs. His fast stories and clever quips
are delivered in smart style and hold
the attention. Later in the show he is
assisted by Tommy Raft, a likable come=
dian, in a skit on the proper way to
throw the ivories. Best bit, however, Is
his zany impression of a radio announcer.
Gag got good laughs and heavy applause
from the table sitters.

Flo Henrie, formerly of Bernard and
Henrie, does a fine job with song patter
Life Begins at Forty, How Long Can It
Last? and I Want To Be Like the Girl on
the River. Tho a bit on the blue side, she
sells them inoffensively.

Jacgueline Hurley, merits attention
for her acro work. Gal performs a series
of body twists while perched on an il-
luminated table. Act has plenty of class
and within sight of the audience. Shapely
Jacqueline Fontaine gives the show ad-
ditional lift with a fast routine of taps,
getting a nice hand.

Lillian Lee, songstress, falls short in
.her warbling of pop tunes, Song styling
“is ordinary and when caught didn’t im-
press. Jack Baker.
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GILDA GRAY

A Top Box-Office Attraction
Bigger Than Ever

Mat. Central Booking Office
203 N. Wabash Ave. N
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS

Hotel St. Regis, Maisonette,
New York

Lou Walters’ Latin Quarter,
Detroit

Talent poliicy: Floorshows at 9:30 and

12. Continuous dancing. Owner-operator,
Hotel St. Regis; manager, Pierre Bultinck;
publicity, Timmie Richards. Prices:
$1.50-$2.50 minimum.

Talent policy; Floorshows at 7:15 and
11; continuous dancing. Management,
Arthur” Rosen, general manager; Harold
Berg, publicity; Wally Wanger, produc-
tion. Prices: $1-$1.50 cover,

If this downstairs hotel room catering
to the carriage trade proves anything it
iz that even good performers require the
right surroundings, proper presentation
and well-behaved audiences.

Two of the acts here, Dorothy Shay
and Tommy Dowd, when caught on pre-
vious occasions in & spot that has little
but location to recommend it, showed
little more than average ability. They
apparently had the stuff but couldn’t
‘bring it:out. Both tried hard, perhaps
too hard, but despite their extra efforts
results were just fair. Here at the swank
Maisonette, working to appreciative
crowd, they were sock all the way.

Dorothy Shay, hearding the bill, comes
out with orchids in her hair and a dress
that doesn't hurt her figure to give out
with her standard Amen that gets them
on her side. She continues to hold ’em
with I'm In Love With a Married Man.
Punch line in latter number got an
appreciative response, which gave canary
almost visible moral support. From then
on it was 'all smooth sailing. Her Rum
and Coca-Cola got them right and
brought her back for some additional
verses. Crowd demanded her Tennessee,
Applause forced her into another and
ghe gave with I Wanna Get Married, an-
other sock. Miss Shay has improved
amazingly since last caught. Phrasing
is better, pipes are clearer and salesman-
ship is excellent, However, tendency to
over act is still present, Gestures and
mugging should be toned down,

Tommy Dowd, who emsees and works
in own spot, has a new polish that fits
room and crowd perfectly. His standard
disappearing bird, rope cutting and van-
ishing dollar bits won terrific hands. But
best improvement shown is in timing
and chatter. His pauses before coming
to a punch help build bits to get more
than just chuckles. In one routine he
calls upon a customer to help in rope
cutting. He snared his ex-agent, Johnny
Greenhut (MCA), who didn’t do a bad
job of straighting. Fact that both
knew each other and both had friends
in the room didnt hurt. Magician’s
final bit, where the dollar borrowed from
a customer and ostensibly burned, turns
up in another customer’s cigarette, won
terrific mitting.

Talia on in the deuce spot, last caught
at the,K Waldorf, opened with her terp
interpretation of the Cockeyed Mayor,
with one of the boys (unbilled) in the
ork doing the patter. Followed with
two Hawalian dances using graceful
hands and beautiful gams to excellent
advantage. The stylized white straw
skirt sets off figure nicely.

Show opens with laszlo at the key-
boards doing Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsody
followed by some fancy arrangements
which end with the Donkey Serenade.
Guy works in a shoulder-height spot
which throws his shadow against a white
wall, Paul Sparr's (8) ork does capable
show cutting job. Bill Smith.

Tondaleyo’s, New York

Talent policy: Floorshows continuous
from 10:30 to 4. No dancing. Owner,
John Levy; operator, Tondaleyo; publicity,
?eth Babits. Prices:.$2 minimum after

0.

New spot on the site where lots of

other clubs opened and did a quick
folderoo seems to be doing good biz. The
all-Negro talent works hard and the cus-
tomers apparently like most of it.
. Best jobs are turned in by Billy Dan-
iels and Kenny Watts. Daniels, on last,
is an easy, smooth song-seller with a
mellow pair of pipes and has enough
show hep to mix his stuff for best audi-
ence reception. Opened with It Had To
Be You, followed with I Don’t Want To
Walk Without You, then a couple in a
different vein, and closed with I'm Lost,
Last number was the poorest. Daniels
has peen around for some time working
in different 52d Street spots. With his
phrasing pipes, and ability to give mean-
ing to lyrics he belongs in the top
bracket.,

Renny Watts does the keyboarding for

Carnivel of Beauty, second revue-style
show in this new spot, is a smooth and
gorgeously staged and costumed 90-
minute production. Show runs fast and
has balanced attractions, tho strong on
the musical side. Use of second elevated
stage above the band allows constant
action.

Opening is a Mardi Gras bit, with the
Wally Wanger Girls (12), working in and
out of most acts, unifying the show and
providing effective support by beauty
of dance and costume,

Billy Wells and the Four Fays, two
men and three girls, gaily costumed, open
as tumblers and working with speed, go
into an acro-dance routine, have a novelty
dance solo with an apparent midget with
giant cigar, and alternate with some nice
contortion work.

The Herzogs, five girls in all, open with
swinging trapeze work, unusual in a
night club, and some unusual neck
suspension routine. Two of the girls
have a series of very effective bits with
variety stands on a single suspended
rope. One girl, coming up as stooge
from the house, does some exceptionally
daredevil work on the swings.

Madeline Baker, best known for her
work- with name bands, who also had
the Mardi Gras opening solo with the
line, comes into her own in lovely bridal
costume, assisted by the entire line in
pink bridesmalds’ costumes, singing I
Want to Get Married. She has the voice,
looks and personality to put it over
neatly with cafe society, getting piquant
contrast” by individual style and ar-
rangement.

Mary Raye and Naldi have many vari-
ations on the circular grace that char-
acterizes their dance style. OQutstanding
are the differing holds and lifts they
use briefly in several dance bits.

Romo Vincent is the perennial fat boy
grown up, a little bit naughty in dialog
and very, very funny. His massive eyes
and somewhat squat figure are manipu-
lated for the maximum comic effect,
and he alternates patter, song and ad lib.
in hilarious sequence.

Four Macs, all girls, have a speed
skating number on a circular platform
featured in the finale with a variety of
carnival effects, including girls of the
line ‘themselves on skates, some with
hobbyhorses. This winds up the show
with a speed blackout. Dave Mordeacl
fronts the band for the show, with
Storch Caney’s band playing rumbas be=
tween shows. Haviland F. Reves.

Daniels. Steinway work heps warbler to
no small extent. During stage walt boy
lets out (he doesn’t have his own spot)
with sock results. While waiting for
Danijels to come on, Watts played one
number and 1mmedlately got requests
for more, Lad plays an easy piano, doing
well with either mitt.

Gladys Bentley, who goes way back
to the bathtub gin era, works in a male
get-up, top ‘hat and pants. Considering
canary's size (she’s about 300 pounds)
costume makes her look grotesque. Miss
Bentley opens with a couple of standard
pops in a strong voice to a good hand.
Follows with her customary blue ma-
terial delivered seated at the plano,
looking better in latter position. On
blue material there is little to be said.
Crowd liked it even tho stuff is so blue
that the four-letter words are avoided
by just a hair. Even tho Miss Bentley
does that kind of stuff well she wears
out her welcome.

Ann Cornell, in the deuce spot, is a
lovely little thing with a figure to
match. Voice, however, is weak. When
caught, gal seemed to have a hard time
with the ork which was racing so fast
she couldn’t mouth her words. Dellvery
is uninspired. Lyrics come out poorly
giving impression of not ca,rlng one way
or another,

Freddie White Trio, whlch opens the
show, consists of accordion (he doubles
on reeds) and two guitars. Group is
strictly a cocktail yact but do well in
their spot. ‘Trio.does a fair job on vo-
cals. Bill Smith.

' shows at 9,

La Conga, New York

Talent policy: Dance bands and floor-
12:30 and 2. Owner-
operator: Jack Harris; publicity, Dana-

Coates, Prices: $3.50 minimum after 10. .

Jack Harris has been running his
Broadway hottery on a low talent budget

" during the past few months, but for

the new program has upped his costs and
the results show it. This Is the Show,
which preemed Wednesday night (25), is
not a world-beater but it marks a big
advance from the last few offerings here,

Janette Hackett line (6) open with a
Black Magic routine. Name is taken from
black gowns gals wear. Hoofers are nice
looking and handle themselves fairly well
in the terping department. Number in-
volves slinky movements and winds up
with the gals breaking out colored fans
afdd butterflies for figure-making pur-
poses. It’s a nice idea and draws a fair
reaction, .

LaMar and Martin, ballroom duo, fol-
low for a couple of glide numbers. Main
thing shown is a series of one-hand holds,
sits and lifts which get nice hands. Cou=
ple dance acceptably and on second
number, a kind of fox trot adorned with
lifts, pull a very good mitt.

De Castro Sisters (3) have improved
since their first New York appearance at
the Versailles. Sell themselves to uni-
formly good applause, tho punching at
times seems somewhat forced. They have
switched from outright Latin stuff to
a combination of Spanish and English,
at one point doing a tamale version of
Milkman. When caught they returned
for an encore, Amen, which was not their
best . number,

Joan Barry, reported to be making her
first Stem appearance, follows with a
short routine of acro~dancing. Gal is very
tall and fairly well built. Stuff consists
of a number of no-hand somersaults.
Works with surprising ease but is short
on selling, which further experience
should give her. Fluffy gown is bad be-
cause it hides what she is doing. Re-
action very good.

Another Joan Barrie, a singer, comes
on next. This one is short and brunette,
Voice is average and repertoire of ballads
is delivered in heavily schmaltzy style.”
Warbler’s work at first drew only mild
reaction, but by the time she reached

a medley of gypsy tunes mob was clap- .

ping enough to merit an encore.

Line then returns for a Mex dance in
typical costumes and is nicely received.
Conclusion segues into appearance of
Miguelito Valdes, chunky Latin baritone.

Valdes has a good voice and generally
pleasing personality. Also knows how
to pump himself across. But these adsets
are weakened somewhat by needless and.
heavy mugging. A little of this in the
right places—that is where comedy
touches are needed—would be fine. But
he overdoes it and hurts what would
otherwise be a solid act. La Conga cus-
tomers, with whom he is obviously a
favorite, lapped it up and wouldn't let
him off the floor even after two encores.

One of these, which sounded like Cuban -

Joe, is a terrific double-tempo tune and
gave him the opportunity for his best
work.

Machito’s rumba ork does a grand job
of show cutting and pulls out the patrons
for plenty hoofing., Biz good when
caught. Paul Ross.

18th »
Pm:burgh Gardens, Pmsburgh Pa.

Oct. 30th ihru Nov.

MUNRO and ADAMS

Juggling Humorists
Held over at

CLUB BALI, Miami
Week November 1—Olympia

T Sy
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Pirates’ Den, Hollywood

Talent policy: Dance band and floor-
shows at 9, 10:30 and 12. Management,
Joe Bart, owner-manager; Charles Leban,
headwaiter. Prices 50-75 cents admis-
sion; dinner, $1.25 up.

Informal shows are the order here,
With the new show are featured Nick
Cochrane, Danny Murray, and a Horner
line of girls. Material Is heavily comedy,
which goes well with the patrons.

There are three girl numbers. Working
on a small dance floor, the four girls
open with a can-can number. Flowing
gowns and picture hats are featured.
The same four close the show, but this
time as the Four Hollywood Beauties,
Agaln it's gowns, with some one-two-
three kick stuff. Midway in the show,
LeMoyne, 8 willowy blonde, is featured
in a ballet number. Her plrouetting
gets a good hand.

Murray emsees. In his own spot he
started slowly with old material. He gets
down to work with his banjo solo, Let
Me Call You Sweetheart and turns in a
good job. Vocalizing a parody on The
Man on the Flying Trapeze is laughable.
But his electric banjo work on a combo
of jlve tunes gets the top hand.

Cochrane, who has appeared off and
on here for the past three years, is sock.
Back from overseas, he purveys good
comedy. His novelty lyrics, coupled with
his hot trumpet, put him across in top
fashion in the next-to-closing spot. He
mugs effectively and gets the top hand
of the show. Sam Abbott.

Clover, Miami

Talent policy: Dance bands and floor-
shows at 9 and 11. Operators, Erving
Moss and Bob Rosenbloom; manager,
Tom Williams. Prices from $1.50, no
cover charge.

An enlarged and redecorated ¢lub, a
swell show and a capacity crowd estab-
lish this downtown spot in its rightful
Pplace as a leader in niteries in this area.
The new management does itsell proud
and indicates the good things to come.

Sonny Mars is a rlotous comlic with a
routine which keeps the customers in
an uproar,

Terry O'Donnel adds dignity to any
program. He was recenty discharged
from the army. His medley of high-
lights from Oklahoma is especlally pleas-
ing.

Delmar and Renita do @ ballrcom. rou-
tine that lines up with the best and get
a blg hand for their efforts.

Marques Sisters, a trio from Cuba,
sing in typical Latin style, play guitars
and toss maraccas for a good measure.
Well liked.

Marga, maracca queen, another Latin
type, has been added to the show to
round out a combination that will be
difficult to top for some time to come.

Clover Cover Girls, finely trained
chorus line directed by Boots McKenna,
are lavishly costumed and an eyeful for
the guests.

Tony Lopez and ork conhtinue to play
here and add much to the entertain-
ment. . L. T. Berliner.

Chi or Coast Preem
For New V&Y Show

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—The Veloz and
Yolanda show, still untitled, is slowly
gathering momentum. TUnit headed by
dancers will have five or six additional
acts plus an emsee and is expected to
open around Christmas.

Show will run about two hours and
will preem in either Chicago or on the
Coast. It will play legit houses and Is
not expected to come to New York. Cast-
ing is now going on,
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Follow-Up
Reviews

LE RUBAN BLEU, New York—With
Irwin Corey, Imogene Coca and Cedric
Wallace, trio, held over (reviewed In The
Ekillboard, September 30), tiny supper
club is showing two replacements. One
is Day, Dawn and Dusk, Negro comedians.
Outfit, with one working the keyboard,
exhibits a repertoire of jive business built
around Is You Is?; Oh, No, John, and
other tunes. Some of this biz is funny,
some is not. But East Side mob liked
’em well enough to bring them back for
two encores,

Lisetta Verea, blond chanteuse dou-
bling out of The Merry Widow, is also
new, Gal is good on looks and handles
herself knowingly. Stuff is strictly ooha-
la-la. Continental style, done in English,
French and Roumanian. Much of the
act is designed to involve the audience
in keeping time, pulling up her stockings
and so on, to which the crowd responded
to a fair degree when caught Wednesday
night (25). Of three numbers and an
encore, the one dealing with a2 monkey-
biz love affair seemed to be Miss Verea’s
most successful. Response good,

Paul RoOSsS,

ROMANIAN VILLAGE, New York—New
addition to show here, Jennie Goldstein,
should give bill a needed shot in the
arnt. New to Broadway cafe spots, Miss
Goldstein is a vet to the Jewish legit.
Management hopes she will pull in
enough of the Lower East Side biz to
make up the $750 she is sald to be get-
ting.

Miss Goldstein is no spring chicken
and doesn’t pretend to be, Opening pitch
asks younger set to like her as much as
mothers and fathers do. From then on,
of course, customers, outside of her
friends, were in a show-me mood.

On English material Miss Goldstein
doesn’t do so well, Her schmaltzy style
and loud pipes got only fair results. But
if she didn’t get over with special Enge-
lish stuff, mostly based on pops, she was
socko with the Yiddish lyrics.

Her best was Ut EAr Gedavent (Did He
Pray?), a Yiddish folk tune with special
material dealing with the problems of
Hitler, Mussolini and Hirohito., Schmaltzy
delivery here was right in her alley and
delivered with terrific results. If num-
ber could be translated into English it
would be & solid click.

A hep crowd who can understand Yid-
dish will go for her. Her American stuff
Isn’t good enough to stand up alone.

Bill Smith.

Zanzibar Plunging
On Next Show; Sets

Robinson, Rocco

NEW YORK, Oct. 28—Next Zangzibar
show due to open around Christmas will
cost ops a bundle of cash.

Louis Armstrong, according to trade
sources, Is in on a percentage deal. But
other acts, all names, will pull down
heavy dough. ¥For, in addition to trum-
pet maestro, bill will consist of Bill Rob«
inson, Delta Rhythm Boys, Maurice
Rocco and the Peters Sisters. It is un-
derstood that management is also after
the Nicholas Brothers, skedded for the
Roxy, December 20, to go into the same
show, doubling from theater.

Joe Howard is currently dickering for
Lena Horne to follow.

Fischer Unit Due
On Road by Jan. 1

NEW YOREK, Oct. 28—A Clifford
Fischer package is due to hit the road
before the end of the year if present
plans materialize. It will be called
Follies (with two 11’s, he says) Bergere.

Unit will consist of 40 performers of
whom 15 will be line girls and five show
girls. Package will also carry its own
ork of eight, to be augmented in the
various areas played.

Show will sell for approximately
$10,500 in theaters and will go into
arenas and auditoriums on & split (50-50
or 60-40). Fischer, who owns unit, is
guaranteed $1,000 weekly,

First date is set for Trenton, December
25. Consolidated Radio Artists is doing
the selling.

Featured G!ASS HAT, Belmont Plaza Hotel, N. Y.

RETURN ENGAGEMENT JTH HOLDOVER WEEK

Thonks to FRANK LAW, JOHN GREENHUT, and

MUSIC CORP, of AMERICA
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Loew’s State, New York

(Reviewed Thursday Afternoon, Oct. 26)

Current 26-minute show runs smoothly
enough but is weak on comedy. Pacing
is good and performers try hard,. but re-
sults, as far as customer response goes,
is tepid.

‘Will Osborne’s ork (16), framed hand=
somely by a red cyc, white triangular pil-
lars and lots of pin spots, does a better
job in current show than when last
caught here.. New sidemen work well
enough together and give out when

called upon but lack the necessary lift-

to make band sock. Best thing showed by
lads was the slick arrangement of World
War I pops dished out for the walk=-
off. TLatter gave the musickers some
good rides which were nicely handled.
Flip Bilotti, on drums, and Joey Adams,
leading the sax section, continue to give
ork the lift it needs. Brass, however,
needs tightening.

Osborne does one vocal, Trolley Song,
which left much to be desired. Guy gives
out like he didn’t care if school keeps.
@ Vocalist Peggy Greer turned in a much
“better job. Miss Greer, a big hefty blonde,
is a mike hugger who seems to hold on
for dear life. On pipes, canary sells her
blues shouting to good hands and could
have done more if running time per-
mitted.

The DeMarlos, dance team, on ih the
deuce spot, clicked with their graceful
terp routines. Both kids look good and
sell with plenty of show savvy. Team
keeps its lifts and overhead stuff to a
minimum depending more on actual
dancing than on strong-arm acros. Pair
walks off to a fine hand.

Ray English, who carries the comic
load, fails to «click. Guy tries hard
enough, he even “falls” into the pit, but
nothing happens. Some of his face and
pratt-falls pull chuckles but few are
sustained. On heel and toe work guy
delivers with more authority. Best bit,
as far as mob is concerned, is his boogie-
woogie routine in which he explains how
dance is discovered by gal removing
girdle. )

Pic is second run of Since You Went
Away. Bill is in for two weeks. Biz good
when caught. Bill Smith.
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100 GAGS, %1

FUN-MASTER GAG-FILE
Nos. 1, 2 and 3

$1.00 EACH
Make Checks Payable to
Paula Smith.

Mail to the “FUN-MASTER?”

200 W. 54th’St., Suite 10 G,
N. Y. C. 19 f
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LES LAMARR & POPPY

Now in the Mid-West and East
Touring

ARMY CAMPS and BASES
for

' U.S.0. CAMP SHOWS, Inc.

Management: EZ KEOUGH, Chicago.
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WANTED |

All kinds of good acts to contact us when in
or near Dallas. Address

THE NITE SPOT

Corner Commerce and Browder Streets,
Dallas, Texas.

FRANK NICK, Owner

oD

and Orchestra

Capitol, New York |

(Reviewed Thursday Evening, Oct. 26)

Current stager at Loew’s Main Stem
house headlines stage adaption of radio’s
Blind Date, femseed by Arlene Francis.
Singers Ella Mae Morse and Johnnie
Johnston and Bob Strong’s ork round out
near hour’s show. that is fair entertain-
ment. Date is reported getting around
$7,500, with rest of package boosting
show to somewhere around $13,000. Pic,
MGM’'s Marriage Is a Private Affair, got
lukewarm notices in papers.

‘Most of the time on stage is taken
up by winder-upper, Blind Date, and
that’s where whole caboodle goes into 4
pratt-fall. Altho Miss Francis is a slick
handler of people and ad libs with ease,
show depends mainly on guick wittedness
and spontaniety on part of non-pro con-
testants. ‘Guys try to date up dames on
other side of a screen via phone after a
build-up by Miss Francis. Idea is okay,
but even tho there’s the spirit of good,
clean competition, where two guys vie
for one gal there’s sure to be one who
gets the short end of the rope and em-
barrassment for the loser.

In case of most audience participation
shows, amateurs are usually only a small
part of the goings on, and that’s plenty.
Here, however, they predominate, and
when left to their own ad-lib devices
the whole thing lags plenty.

. 8Bix servicemen vied at show caught for
three cuties. Miss Francis tried to put
lads at ease by cuddling and gabbing
with them at mike. She naturally turns
topics to dames, and one time the answer
she got was plain blue and in bad taste.
That’s the chance she runs. Gals talk to

two guys, one at a time, ask set ques~

tlons and depending on how slick or
which ever one fits her taste that guy
wins,

Bob Strong’s band, new outfit around

~and one getting a break via this B'way

appearance, backs singers Ella Mae Morse
and Johnnie Johnston, latter also mak-
ing debut. Miss Morse, reportedly suffer=
ing from a cold, is a blonde beaut,
smooth both in manner and presenta-
tion of material. In fact, she’s alrhost
too smooth. Instead of being socko and
punchy she’s jngratiating to the point of
where she’s almost too polite. She sings
Patty Cake, disk she popped with Capitol
records, Robin Hood and ended up with
her fave Cow-Cow Boogie. She has plenty
of the H'wood touch, correct hand move=
ments and peachy gown, but fact that

er numbers are almost all in the same
tempo doesn’t help. She walks off to a
good but not quite socko hand.

Warbler Johnston, good-looking chap,
puts on a slick show. He has a smooth
baritone voice, but standout from other
singers around is his selection of tunes.
He doesn’t do ordinary run of pops, but
tries such unusuals as Rockin’ Horse Ran
Away for example, He has,a boyish stage
mannerism that’s refreshing; even to the
way he gets down on his hand and knees
and salaams for thanks, Possible flaw is
his cocksureness which gives his work
somewhat an aura of coldness. However,
his looks and voice, which he handles
well, makes him okay b. o, -

Strong’s ork, which had a summer
build-up at Glen Island Casino, has five
reeds, four rhythm and eight brass,
Strong is nice looking guy, self-effacing
and actually leads like he means it. Band
is composed mostly of youngsters who
play with plenty of pep and lip, jumping
most of the time. Band is strictly in
jump groove for most numbers, tunes
that he probably did at Casino. The'y are
more for dancing than for show.

Mustieally, ork is fine, but should have
more than just musical seléétions for a
theater. Time is past when payees come
Jjust to listen to riffs unless done by a
top band. Strong has good sidemen and
summer of playing together at one spot
has given section ensemble good chance
to play together. They do that well and
back show in commendable fashion.

Paul Secomn.

LaBRIE

Mutual Nefwork

Touring. for

- 'GENER

Hollywood i

AMUSEMENT CORP

Chl:ago Cihcinﬁa'é &

Oriental, Chicago

(Reviewed Friday Afterncon October 27)

With the double billing of Bob Chester
ork, which just finished a four-week run
at the Sherman Hotel here, and the
Jiving King Sisters, current bill is a
good set-up to attract heavy attendance
from swingsters and bobby sox, After
the first show on opening day the lobby
was packed, and pace continued until
almost the supper hour.

Chester wins the jive devotees with an
original Jjumper that keeps the kids
swinging and swaying in their seats,
Follows with I'm Waiting for the Man 1
Love, with vocal backing by Betty Brad-
ley.

Miss Bradley, a likable dish, nets a big
hand later in the show with & fine
warbling of Saelt Water Cowboy and a
cute version of Do It Again, in which she
does @ song Impersonation of how a
teen-age girl would like to be Kkissed.
Number clicks solidly.

David Allyn gives a romantic touch to
show with his crooning of Sweet and
Lovely and Fellow on & Furlough.

Son and Sonny, Negro dancers, after
a song opener make the show hum with
their fast stepping and flying splits.
From the heavy applause the hit of the
act is Sonny, who speeds across the stage
in a series of toe tdps that merit atten-
tion,

Ray Parker with his dummy stooge,
Porthole, offér one of the cleverest nov-
elty acts seen in this town. Lad opens
with the usual chatter, then surprises
the audience when he walks away and
the dummy keeps on talking without the
assistance of pull stringing from Parker.
Highlight of the act is when the ven-
triloquist goes into the audience and
does a mind-reading trick, with the
dummy answering the questions from the
stage. Routine is well handled and pro-
vides 10 minutes of unusual entertain-
ment,

The King Sisters keep up the jivé
tempo with their fine warbling of Her
Tears Flowed Like Wine and an election
number Franklin D. Sinatra. Their first
number seemed to sound a little flat, but
the gals came back and clicked later
with the ticket buyers. Alice, the con-
tralto member, does a fine job in leading
off with I’ll Walk Alone, while Yvonne
draws the laughs with her I Said No.
Quartet drew a heavy mitting ‘and had
to come back for a curtain call while
the band was playing the finalée.

Jack Baker.

Downtown, Chicago
(Reviewed Seturday Afternoon Oct. 28.)

Current bill is @ mixture of class and
corn and will have to depend upon its
tag Crazy Show of 1944 if it expects to
do a fair biz. Tho the acts aré good,
show as & whole falls short of the stand-
ard set during the past few weeks. Milt
Britton’s comedy band plus three acts
comprise the bill. When caught, the at-
tendance was below par, with only the
center sectlons of the main floor being
filled. Opening starts off with a bang.
‘The maestro firing a revolver as a gag
to waken the audience. A hot jump
number, 920 Special, by the ork starts
the pace for the hotse-play, which is the
forte of band. Thruout the show the
boys do everything but pay attention to
thelr playing which is in direct contrast
to the smooth way in which Britton
handles the intro.

Susan (Carroll, & cutelittle blonde puts
plenty of pep ih her singing of pop
tunes, Gal has a good paif of pipes and
knows how to put over her numbers. Al
Dellay, crooning member of the group,
didn’t fare so well when caught. Re-
ceived only g fair hand for his warbling
of It Could Happen to You. Hasa pleas~
ing voice but lacks salesmanship. Come-
dians Buddy Raymond, guitarist, and
Joe Britton, clarinet-sax, provide a score
of laughs. Raymond dqoing evérything
from singing Oid Man River to eccentric
dancing, has a good flare for coihedy and
works hard. Top band novelties include
The Unfinished Symphony, an old stand-
by of Britton’s. Bit, however, has been
cut down to two men and isn’t as ef-
fective as his former routine when he
used more members of the band. Other
novelty is the maestro’s nutty finale, a
noisy stage-messing and prop-smashing
affair, Number is strictly hoke.

Barr and Estes, dance team, get plenty
of chuckles from their routines., Male
partner carries the load, however) with
his eccentric dancing and gags, Lad’s
good dancer and receives plenty of mit-
ting for his work. Bonnie Baker closes
with the tunes she made popular. When
(See Downtown, Chicago, on opp. page)

Tax Take Drops,

Means Smaller

Clubs Axe Acts

WASHINGTON, Oct. 28.—Some nitery
ops are still holding off on entertainers
to get away from the 20 per cent tax.
Cabaret tax-collections for August (col-
lected in September) and released by
Internal Revenue today (28) indicates
a sharp drop of approximately 20 per
cent in the take. In August the collec-
tion was $4,165,235.50. The July collec~
tion was $5,222,678.11, Collectlons are
still way up over last August, however,
when figures ran to a mere $1,747,350.61.

Lacking breakdown of figures so that

the falling-off can be traced, Internal _

Revenue officials hazarded the guess
that some clubs are still foregoing en-
tertalnment to get around stiff 20 per-
center. Unofficial reports in the revenue
office indicate that miteries in New York
and other big towns are booming, so the
fall-off must be in small town bistros.

Names at Guild Anniversary

NEW YORK, Oct. 28.—First anniver-~
sary of the New York Newspaper Guild
canteen was celebrated Friday (27) with
a bill of name acts. Following performers
appeared: Carol Landis, Margle Hart,
Gertrude Niesen, Jackie ‘Gleason, Jackie
Miles, Jack Powell, Andy Russell, Jerry
‘Wayne, the Barry Sisters, Bob Hutton,
Albert Seville, Arthur Lee Simpkins, Josh
‘White and Dolores Brown.

McNALLY’S BULLETIN No.
PRICE ONE DOLLAR

For Vaudeville, Musical Comedy, Burlesque,
Minstrel, Night Club Revues, Radio and
Dance Band, Entertainers. Contains:

16 Monologues, 8 Acts for Two Males, 7
Acts for Male and Female, 38 Parcdies,
Ventriloguist Act, Female Act, Trio, Quar-
tet and Dance Specialty, Tab and Burlesque,
10 Minstrel First-Parts, Overtures and Fi-
nale, 41 Monobits, Blackouts, Review
Scenes, Dance Band Stunts. Hundreds of
Jokes and Gags. Remember McNALLY'S
BULLETIN No. 16 is only one dollar; or
will send you Bulletins Nos, 11, 12 and
16 for $4.00, with money-back Guarantee.

WM. McNALLY
81 East 125th Street, New York
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mullmery headquarters for
L _showfolk... fubulousf‘ ”

" NEW. YORK. Eiry
MEXICO' CITY

ACTS WANTED

Break your jump East or West—can offer
many night club, theater, convention and
banquet bookings now. Write, wire, come in.

RAY S. KNEELAND

Amusement Booking Service
A.G.V.A. Franchlsed

418 Pearl St. Buffalo 2, N. Y.

Can Use Musical Acts!!!

ACTS—ENTERTAINERS—ATTRACTIONS

FOR ALL OCCASIONS

" ENTERTAINMENT

pETEY—’ Sco ENTERPRISE

3617 Bryant Ave., S., Minneapolis 8, Minn,
_. Now Contracting for 1945 Falrs

ACTS! COMICS!?!

WE WRITE MATERIAL FOR HEADLINERS,
Jules and Henny Kleinman
25.-31 80th Road, Long Island City 2, N. Y.

Free {afalog of Prepared Malerial Available

Pamahasika's Acl Beautiful

America’s Famous Acting Birds
Successful Season, Atlantic Clt.y, N J.

Management: GEO. E. ROB
3504 N. 8th Street Phnadelphla 40, Pa.
Sagamore 5536

SCENERY

Dye Drops, Flat Sets, Cyeloramas, Draw Curtains,
Operating Equipment.

SCHELL SCENIC STUDIO,  Columbus, 0.
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Yule Liquor Supply Ample;
Gov’t ‘Holiday’ Builds Stocks

(Continued from page 25)
for the first time since the middle of
1942,

Operators of the big New York niteries
all say they are well-heeled with drink-
ables. The smaller ones say they have
no stocks in warehouses but expect to
be in good shape. BScotch will be the
crucial item here, even in the big places
which state they will have to dig into
their reserves if expected overseas ship-
ments do not come in. These places sell
mostly scotch. The small spots divide
50~50 between scotch and other types.

Tie-In Deals

All ops checked state that they have
been approached to take deals on a 2=
for-1 and up to 10-for-1 basis by distrib-
utors, the idea being that if they will
buy 100 cases of blended whisky, rum,
Cuban gin or something else they may
get anywhere from 10 to 50 cases of
scotch. Most deny bitind on this, but
o few admit they now have reserves of
non-scotch stuff that will serve them
for years to come,

Some big operators say that they are
having no trouble getting straight whisky
,aend name-label stuff. They say that
distributors, wholesalers, distillers and
importers like to have their best brands
on display in the best places, and so
favor them. This, of course, makes it
tough for the smaller and side-street
places to get prime grog.

The Billboard Washington man reports
that a record shipment of 1,600,000 cases
of scotch—the biggest previous one was
300,000—was destined for these shores
from Great Britain but mnever arrived
because of the need for shipping for
“D-Day,” last june. However, he states,

that according to information available.

at the British Embassy there is some like-
lihood that 1,000,000 cases will arrive
here in time for Christmas, now that
the war is going easier.

Reports filed from various cities around
the country gathered by representatives
of The Biliboard follow:

Ohio Opens Up

CINCINNATI, Oct. 28. — Cincinnati
nitery ops, and that goes for those in
the rest of Ohio, too, as they all get
their supply from the same source—the
Ohio Liquor Control Commission—will
find themselves vastly better off this
holiday season than the last from a li-
quor-stock standpoint. Last season’s
record in that respect was nothing shorg
of shrecklich.

Ohio tavern and nitery ops' are stul
con a ration basis, figured on past sales,
but recent months have seen a consider-
able easing, especially in the better
brands, and many a panther-sweat
trade-mark that’s been off the backbar
for months is making appearances again.
. Bourbon and rye supplies are up to par,
" but scotch, especially the better brands,
are daily beoomlng increasingly difﬁcult
to obtain. However, the word is out that
Ohio’s scotch supply will be replenished
in plenty of time for the holidays,

The recent liguor-manufacturing holi-
day put a vast stock of blended whisky
in the State-operated warehouses and
three brands of blended whisky have
been placed on ‘the State stores’ unre-
stricted list, creating not only an oasis
for the home drinker, but giving tavern
and nitery ops a freer source for -bar
- whisky, thus enabling them to conserve
on their better brands,

The Kentucky niteries, just across the
Ohio River from here, have never suffered
quite as badly as their Ohio neighbors
as far as liquor shortages have been
concerned. In Kentucky the liquor busi-
ness is still a private enterprise and,
while it has been difficult to obtain at
times, there has been no rationing of
the precious commodity.

Virginia Okay, Too

RICHMOND, Oct. 28.—Only whisky sold
in Virginia comes thru State-operatd
ABC stores. Current ration is two bot-
tles per person per month, with rum and
brandy ration free. According to ABC
board members they have a sufficient
quantity coming into the State to in-
crease the ration for December if the
board deems it wise. The ration prob-
ably will be doubled at that time. Black
market whisky is plentiful, altho prices
are exhorbitant. [Present indications
show that niteries need have no fear of
liquor shortage during holiday season.

Tight on Gin
NEW ORLEANS, Oct, 28 ~Liguor sup-

ply in niteries of Crescent City area is
ample to equal record-breaking consump-
tion of last year. Gin is still short, but
there is a fair-sized stockpile of whiskies
and rum. Purther shipments are ex-
pected in most instances and all look for
enough up to last minute,

For past month, local warehouses have
built up best supply of 1944, with na=-
tionally advertised brands of whiskies
particularly easier to find. Nearness of
Cuba helps the rum position here.

Big Biz in Steeltown

PITTSBURGH, Oct. 28.—The night
clubs in the heart of the nation’s indus-
trial empire with its war-padded pay
rolls are looking forward to the biggest
Christmas and New Year’s business in
history. Reservations already are com-
ing in for New Year’s parties.

But there’s one hitch—the shortage of
liquor staring nitery owners in the face.
At the end of last August the Pennsyl-
vania State Liquor Control Board stepped
up night club liquor allotments 10 per
cent. This helped a great deal, but even
now choice of brands for guests is almost
impossible.

One bright ray of hope has been held
out for the niteries however. The liguor
board has hinted that another. 10 per
cent quota increase will be granted some
time late in November.

Chi Optimistic

" CHICAGO, Oct. 28.—Nitery and hotel
operators, wholesalers and distributors
here are in an optimistic mood, most of
them voicing the opinion that the liquor
supply, tho it is not loosening up, will
be plentiful as far as bourbon, wines,
rum, cordials and gin are concerned.

Wholesalers and distributors also re-
port that with their present stock on
hand plus bottled goods coming in dur-
ing the next few weeks, unless there is
a heavy demand from retail customers—
who may stock their shelves immediately
—they will be able to supply their night
club customers witli enough liguor to
take care of the heavy demand,

One large distributor stated that if the
situation becomes acute, he may be able
to allow the niteries to draw from their
January quotas to offset any shortage
which may occur during the holiday sea~
son. Hotel spots, especially those deal-
ing in a good bottle and drink trade for
their guests, don’'t seem to be disturbed.
Many of the nabe spots who have a lower
quota and especially those who have
suffered a slump in business during the
past few months are somewhat worried.
They feel that this year may turn out to
be one of their best seasons and that
they will not have an ample supply to
fill the demands. The same applies to
cocktail lounges and if that situation
arises they will have to resort to heavy
beer orders which will cut down their
profits.

Detroit Bonuses -

DETROIT, Oct. 20.—Michigan liquor
situation relatively favorable, a survey
of representative nitery owners and the
State Liguor Commission shows. Com-
mission staff reports the distillers’ holi-
day in summer allowed the commission,
which is the sole purchaser of liquor in
Michigan, to buy adequate stock, so sup-
ply is actually better than year ago.

Distribution has been under guota for
past 18 months. ' Commission has dis=
tributed (20,000) extra cases of a blend
rye to smaller night spots, giving double
quota to all spots on quota of less than
10 cases weekly until this stock and ad-
ditional 10,000 cases expected are ex-
hausted.

Typical owners of most spots agree the
situation is accordingly favorable in most
varieties, altho there is a common re-
port that scotch is virtually unobtain-
able.

Bonus of gin and rum given by the
commission a few months ago helped
here, easing over the shortage of whiskies.

Fred W. Chlopan, executive secretary
of the Metropolitan Cabaret Owners’ As-
sociation, pointed out that extremely
poor business for 10 weeks under the 30
per cent tax also allowed spots to build
up backlog of liquor stocks.

Tennessee Tight
MEMPHIS, Oct, 28.—Mid-South liquor
dealers forecast an increasing scarcity of
bourbon and name brands, but a plenti-
ful.supply of rum and brandy. Blends
may or may not be in good supply.
Distributors say that situation for sev.

eral years will be just like it was after
repeal of prohibition in 1933 due to the
long period when no new ligquor was
made.

Only beer or ale may be sold by Mem-
phis niteries. Patrons carry bottles
usually, Both beer and ale have been
in short supply for months and no re-
lief is expected.

Indianapolis Worries

INDIANAPOLIS, Oct. 28.—Liquor sup-
ply this year will be short. In fact,
much shorter than last year. There will
be no shipments in the near future and
most quotas have already been cut from
60 to 40 per cent. Straight liquor is very
scarce and blends are none too plentiful.
Niteries do not expect very good busi-
ness.

Some stocks are being held for the
holiday business, but are far from ample,
Most places barely have a 30-day supply
on hand, while some have a year’s suppy,
according to reports from authoritative
sources.

Ample amounts of rum, gin and
brandy are available. A reported decline
of 26 per cent in the purchase of rev-
enue stamps reveals the extreme shortage
here. Whole situation depends on con-
sumption between now and the holidays.
The present situation looks dark and
there is little hope of good holiday busi-
ness in the niteries,

Pennsylvania Gets 80 Per Cent

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28.—No fears of
a drought  face the nitery ops with
enough bottled goods on hand and more
t0 come to take care of all degrees of
thirst. Nor do the ops have to turn to
the black market.

On Monday (23) the liquor allotment
for ops and other licensees in Pennsyl-
vania was increased to 80 per cent of
their normal purchases. The raising of
the allotment for licensees was the sec-
ond time since the August whisky holi-
day that the Pennsylvania Liquor Con-
trol Board has increased the ration for
permlittees,

Alls Well in Hollywood

HOLLYWOOD, Oct. 28.—Liquor situa-
tion here for the holidays looks good,
wherein a few months ago the picture
was gloomy. Release of liquor from local
warehouses during the past few weeks
has given nitery ops a hopeful outlcok
for Christmas and New Year’s.

The top night spots here report that
they have plenty of everything on hand
except scotch. No special liquor ship-
ments are expected hetre as local ware-
houses and liquor dealers have enough
on hang to take care of the expected
business.

While there is a definite shortage in
some spots of bonded liquors, there is
plenty of the bar variety on hand. Most
club ops feel that this season should top
last year's mark and they are already
taking steps to get all the gravy they can
before the war bubble bursts,

Buffalo Mixed

BUFFALQ, Oct, 28.—Liquor supply in
night clubs during coming holidays will
be good. All nitery operators agree that
they have plenty of liquor in stock to
take care of good or very good business
during the peak season. All have the
same or a bigger supply than last year
and none are worried.

Opinions of eight local wholesalers and
distributors differ. All feel that niteries
are well stocked.

Government officials’ personal knowla
edge of liquor conditions indicates that
there will be more liquor this Christmas
in niteries.

10 Per Cent Less in Florida

JACKSONVILLE, Oct. 28—Liqudr sit-
uation in this area in the next eight
weeks is not too encoeuraging. KEstimates
among distributors run all the way from
10 per cent above last Christmas to 40
per cent below, depending on what dis-
tiller each distribtuor tied up with.

Some distillers are releasing a fair sup-
ply now with the promise of more next
month, Other distillers trimming down
allotment with warning that there is
less to come next month. Night clubs
here do business with about 10 distribu-
tors, picking up a case here and there.
Over~-all picture stacks up to about 10
per cent less than last Christinas.

Twin City Tears

MINNEAPOLIS, Oct. 28.—Because New
Year’s Eve falls on Sunday, Minneapolis
legit night clubs are in peculiar position
of not being able to have any New Year’d
Hve parties this year. Niteries here are
fairly well stocked on metrchandise, they
report, and even were they to observe
New TYear’'s Eve the club would have
enough liquor to get by. These supplies
have been put in reserve during past

year against the time when they will be
needed.

Wholesalers report that present indi-
cations show liquor supply seven or
eight weeks hence will be at least 25 per
cent under what it was a year ago.
Scotch whisky, as expected, is prac-
tically nil in the way of stock with pros«
pects the same;

50 Per Cent Up

CLEVELAND, Oct. 28.—Distillers re-
veal that full quotas were received for
the month of November and there is very
little likelihood that there should he
any drastic change to follow in the next
few months. F. W. Weyl, local rep of
liquor control board, sez that niteries
and cafes have received a 50 per cent
increase over last year's quota for the
same period.

Nitery operators are in good shape and
reveal that the pre~war quotas of beer
are being filled.

Miami Not Short

MIAMI, Oct. 28.—There does not seem
to be too great a shortage of liquor in
the Miami ares, -and most night clubsg
have good stocks on hand and more com-
ing for the holidays.

Most of the spots state that supply on
hand and to come will compare favorably
with other years, as present stock has
been maintained at a high level, in an-
ticipation of a possible decrease during
the rush season.

A few of the smaller clubs, and those
which will re-open before Christmas, may

‘experience a shortage in the better grades,

Wholesalers seem to have good stocks
on hand of one kind or another, and are
not worried too much about a threat-
ened shortage,

Even Scotch Subs Out

SAN FRANCISCO, Oct. 28—With the
uncertainty of obtalning choice liquor
importations, night spot and hotel oper-
ators here are optimistic and will be bid-
ding for top trade.

However, there came a warning from
government officials that scotch is prac-
tically out as & holiday seller and that
the arsenal substitutes are about reach-
ing the breaking point.

Dealers and distributors say the same
but insist they have on hand plenty of
good blend types. They say they will be
able to fill the niteries’ orders satisfac-
torily. All of which leaves the ops no
choice but to take what they can get.

Some comment has been emanating
from night club channels that restric-
tions, particularly selling hours, may be
lifted, but as yet no authoritative word
to this effect has come out of State
liquor control headquarters. Liquor sell-
ing here is prohibited after midnight.

Jowa Smiling

DES MOINES, Oct. 28.—Survey of night
spots here discloses that operators expect
a sufficient supply of liquor for the holi-
day season, altho patrons will have to be
content with lower quality than in past
seasons.

Iowa supply for night spots is obtained
largely out of State, as State liquor stores
limit customers to two bottles of whisky
monthly. Operators point out they now
buy at $10 per case above shell price
from out of State, while six months ago
they were paying $30 to $50 a case extra.
Some of the operators are already stocks«
ing up for the Christmas trade.

State liquor commission is also ex=
pected to ease the situation somewhat
with an extra ration limit for the holi--
days. Altho no official word has been
released on this as yet. Liquor stores
next month will have domestic gins avail.
able for first time in many months.

Trend in some of larger night clubs has
been to lower prices on drinks reflecting
the larger supply available.

DOWNTOWN, CHICAGO

(Continued from opposite page)
caught, the mike was set to a low pitch
making it harg for the back-row sitters
to hear her baby-voiced rendition of
Yow'd Be Surprised, Especiolly You and
When 1 Walk With Billy which are as im-
pressive as ever and get a heavy mitting
from the patrons., For an encore she
does her old favorite Oh, Johnny. It
brought her back for two thank yous.

Jack Baker.

Chicago’s 885 Club Back

To Flesh Entertainment
CHICAGO, Oct, 25.—The 885 Club,
swank Northside spot, has reverted to
its former entertainment policy after
being operated as a class restaurant since
the cabaret tax went into’ effect.
On top in thelr first Chicago appéar-
ance, are the Carioca Serenaders, forw
merly with Carmen Miranda,

&
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Hefty Bills, Holdovers

Sustain Takes on Stem

NEW YORK, Oct. 28—With new bills
doing sock business and hold-overs lin-
ing them up before the box office, Stem
grosses continue to hold up nicely, Tail
end of storm hitting town on Saturday

. didn't hurt takes with the exception of
the Capitol, which was in the last session
©of its four-week show,

Radlo City Music Hall (6,200 seats;
house average, $100,000) held up when
it showed $122,000 for its second week
with Hilda Eckler, Van Grona, Jack
Powell and Mrs, Parkington. Opener
brought a terrific $130,000,

Roxy (6,000 seats; house average,
$75,000) kept in the groove with a fine
$83,000 after an opening of $88,000. Bill
in for four weeks has Jackle Miles, Hazel
Scott and Jerry Wayne with Laura.

Paramount (3,664 seats; house average,
$75,000) also came. up with a good
$88,000 for the second week against an
opener of $90,000 for Frank Sinatra, Ray-
mond Paige ork, Olly O'Toole and Hearts
Were Young aend Gay.

Capitol (4,627 seats; house average,
$55,000) dropped sharply for the last
week of the four-week run when it
showed a poor $47,200 with Horace Heldt
ork and Seventh Cross.” Previous week
fhad $63,000. Opener got $78,000, followed
by $67,000. Total for run was $225,200,

Strand (2,779 seats; house average,
$45,000) opened with a good $54,500 with
Les Brown ork, Sue Ryan, Danny Drayson
and The Conspirators. : -

Loew’s State (38,600 seats; house aver-
age, $25,000) dropped to $26,000 for Buck

$143.000 Gross
In First 4 Weeks
At Detroit L. Q.

DETROIT, Oct. 28—Lou Walters’ Latin
Quarter, which opened here a month ago,
is apparently well-launched on a paying

_career. Spot was eyed with considerable
distrust by Detroiters, remembering the
long history of flascos in the place dur-
ing the past 15 years, but all evidence
is that this tlme it is genuinely clicking.

That the policy Is paying off is shown
by the business done. Spot grossed $143,-
000 in its first four weeks—the run of
the opening show. Business remained
fairly constant, running from $33,000 to
$40,000 per week. Total number of pa-
trons for the four weeks was around
29,000.

‘Rubinoff, ‘Rocco
Don’t Help Detroit

DETROIT, Oct. 28—Biz in local thea-
ters was markedly down this past week,
with the weather, war news and pre-
election interest on the radio among the
chief contributing causes to the decline,
according to local showmen.

At Hughes-Downtown Theater (2,800
seats; house ' average, $23,000) grosses
dropped to the lowest figure iIn two
months, despite a fairly strong bill that
included Rubinoff, & long-time Detroit
favorite, and Maurice Rocco. Picture was
Storm Over Lisbon. .

Currently the Downtown is turning to
g show of attraction value rather than a
single star name, with the Hollywood
Pin-Up Girls in for the week. Opening
stronger than last week, they are ex-
pected to run about $25,000.

W. Herman Boffs
Palladium Highs

HOLLYWOOD Oct. 28. — Closing the
first of his six weeks engagement at the
Hollywood Palladium, Woody Herman put
more than 40,000 peope thru the turn-
stiles at the spot during the first six
days. Opening strong on Tuesday with
nearly 9,000 people, Herman packed the
house with an over 10,000 crowd Satur-
day night, . .

Herman was given a big send-off at
his opening which was expected. How-

ever, crowds like the band leader drew )

Wednesday and Thursday were not in
the usual vein.

Herman now ending the second week
of his run, stands to pull 70,000 people
which is a record for a regular week here.

*

and Bubbles, Harry Cool, Don McGrane's

ork and Dr. Wassell from the previous

week’s $29,500. New bill starting Thurs-

day (26) has ~Will Osborne’s ork, Ray

i:ngush, DeMarlos and Since You Weng
wey.

Ravazza, Mills
Pull Big 226G,

Chi Downtown

CHICAGO, Oct. 28—The Downtown
Theater (1,800) hit another high mark
(its third since the spot reopened as’'a
vaude~pic house on September 1) when
approximately $22,000 rolled into the
b. o. last week. Responsible for the
strong take, only $2,000 less than Duke
Ellington’s second week’s gross, were the
double headline billing pf the Mills
Brothers and Carl Ravazza, who appeared
at the spot directly after an extended.
run at the Blackhawk Restaurant here.
Biz was boosted by a heavy trade of
bobby sox, who almost created an a la
Sinatra panic to hear the bandster play
and sing.

Current show, headlining Milt Britton

ork and Bonnie Baker, looks like another
winper and should bring in better than
average- receipts. !
_ Lack of name attractions at the Chi-
cago (4,000) caused a considerable drop
over the previous week, the B & K ace
spot hitting only @ fair $48,000. Show,
which featured Paul Draper, with Susan
Miller sharing the billing, will be held
over for a second week and will do well
if it hits around the $43,000 mark.

The Oriental (3,200), with Blind Date
radio show billed as the top attractlon
and Ada Brown as the added attraction,
stayed at its usyal average weekly biz,
hitting a good $31,000. Present bill, with
Bob Chester and his band and the King
Sisters, opened good, and house should
hit a strong $35,000 for the week.

Earle Hits a Low
17G; No Name Draw

PHILADELPHIA, Oct. 28.—Heavy®raing
for the starting week-end and lack of
name luster on the marquee made for a
sluggish box-office week ended Thursday
(26) at the Karle Theater (seating ca-
pacity, 3,000; house average, $20,000;
prices: 45 to 95 cents).

Sellout crowds for Ice-Capades of 1945
at the Philadelphia Arena, as well as
bumper activity at the four legit houses
also made for competing factors and the
gate hit a weak $17,000.

Freddie Slack, as the band draw, made
for a virtual new name locally, with
some support from movieland’s Henry
Armetta, Paul Remos and His Toy Boys,
Betty Jane Smith, with Mary Ann Mc-
Call, out of the band, rounded out the
bill, Fibber MoGee and Molly, in Heav-
enly Days on screen, helped some,

Prima Busts Adam’s
Attendance Record

NEW YORK, Oct. 28—Louis Prima
walked off with the afttendance record
at the Adam’s Theater, Newark, N. J.,
last week, playing to 38,18¢ payees.
Highest grosser for theater is Jimmy
Dorsey, who played to 37,633 some time
hack, with admissions hiked to $1.10 for
evenings. Prima’s top was 85 cents, leav-
ing him with net gross of 824,000 after
all taxes were paid. He paid acts $3,100,
split 50-50 with theater and took out
$9,000 for his end.

Bill with him was Ella Mae Morse, Gil
Maison and Mack and. Desmond. Re-
portedly, theater had to stop -selling
ducats Wednesday (25),
night at theater.

Poor Bills Weaken
'B.-O0. $ in San Fran

SAN FRANCISCO, Oect. 28. — Warm
weather plus poor stage and screen at-
tractions didn’t contrib much to box

Prima's last -

club; cl—cockftail lounge; h—hotel;

re—restaurant; t—theater;

.' - ROUTES

Acts ® Units @ Atftractions

Explanation of Symbols: a-—auditorium; b—ballroom; c—cafe; cb—cabaret; cc—country
nc—night club; p—amusement park; ro—roadhouse;
NYC—New York City; Phila—~Philadelphia; Chi—Chicago.

(Routes are for current week when ne dates
are given)
A

Allen,” Lee, Trio (Mlami) Dayton, O, h.
Allen, Paul (Cafe Rouge) NYC, h.

" Allen Bisters (Ernie’s) NYGC, ne,

Ames, Alan (Center) Norfolk, Va., t.

Ames, Jimmy (Slapsy Mazxle’s) Hollywood, nc.
Ann, Evelyn (Zanzibar) Cleveland, nc.

Arden, Gale (Pinto’s) NYC, nc.

B

-Bailey, Mildred (Cafe Soclety Uptown) NYC,

ne.
Baird, Bill & Cora (Hipp) Baltimore,_t.
Baker, Bonnie (Downtown) Chi, t.
Baker, Don (Murphy’s) Trenton, N. J., ne.
Baker, Jerry (Bmbassy) Brooklyn, nc.
Banks, Billy (Diamond Horseshoe) NYC, nc.
Banks, Sadie. (Old Roumanian) NYC, nc.
Bari, Sam (Chicagoan) Chi, h. 0
Barnett, Chester Bobo (Polack Circus) San
Antonio, Tex., 27-Nov. 2.
Bart, Jan (Old Roumanian) NYC, ne.
Barton, Eileen (Paramount) NYC, t.

Belmore, Barbara (Beverly Hills) 'Newport,
Ky., cc.
Rergen, Jerry (Club 18) NYC, nec.

Bernards, The (Blue Angel) NYC, ne.

Bigard, Barney (Onyx Club) NYC, ne.

Blackstone (Capitol) Washington, t.

Blaine, Barbara (Lookout House) Covington,
Ky., ne.

Blake, Gloria (Havana Madrid) NYC, ne.
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v

Blakstone, Nan (Fensgate) Boston, h,
Blanchard, Jerri (Club 18) NYC, nc.
Blind Datfe, with Arlene Francis (Capitol)

NYC, t.
Bond, Angie (Sheraton) NYC, h.
Borden, Terry (Embassy) Brooklyn, ne.
Bowers, Eleanor (Hipp) Baltimore, t.
Bragale, Vincent (Statler) Buffalo, h.
Brooks, Sunny (Mexican Bar) Cleveland, ne.
Brown, Dolores (Onxy Club) NYC, ne.
m, Red (Kopy-Kat-Klub) San Antonio,

nc.

Evans (Maxine’s Music Bar) Phila, nec,
, Susaye (Zombie) Detroit, nc.

Wally, & Alan Carney (Palace) Cleve-

and, t.

Buckley, Dick (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.
Buckwalter, Junior, Marimba Queens (Cove)
Philg 23-Nov. 4, ne.
Burns Twins & Evelyn (Adams)

N. J., t.
Burns & White (Beverly Hills) Newport, Ky.,

Newark,

cc.
Burton’s Birds (Radisson) Minneapolis, h.

C

Calts Bros. (Michigan) Detroit, &.

Cardo, Mal (Helsing's) Chli, cl.

Carlisle, Charlie (Eowery) Detroif, nc.

Carlisle, Una Mae (Le Ruban Bleu) NYGC, nc.

Carnegie, ‘Andy (Troplc, Isle) Brooklyn, nc.

Carneyale, Tony (Statler) Buffalo, h.

Chatterton, Georgle (MeGough’s) Brooklyn, nc.

Chester, Eddle (Ernie’s) NYC, nc.

Chords, The (El Rancho Vegas) Las Vegas,
Nev., 1-14, h.

Claire, Dorothy (Lockout House) Covington,

Ky., ne.
Cliff, Anita (Cow Shed) Cleveland, ne.
Colbert, Melrose (Old Mill) Defiance, O,, nc.
Como, Perry (RKO-Boston) Boston, t.
Crum. Robért (Three Deuces) NYC, nc.
Curran, Vince (Club 18) NYC, ne.
Curtls Marionettes (Blackhawk) Chi, re.

D

Dale, Gloria (Club 78) NYC, nc.
Dale, Slim (Embassy) Brooklyn, nc.
Davidoff, Jascha (Casino Russe) NYC, ne.

office in the past week et the two local
vaude houses. For the third successive
week both were below level.

Golden Gate (seating capacity, 2,850;
house average, $27,000; prices, 45 cents
to 95 cents) chalked up $20,000 for week
ended October 24. Stage offering in-
cluded Ben Blue, Patti Moore and Benny
Lessy, Martha Tilton, Dick and Doty
Remy, and Bernie Cummins and ork.
Pic, Bride By Mistake.

Warfield (seating capacity, 2,680; house
average, $25,000; prices, 45 to 85 cents)
grossed $23,000 for week ended October
23. Stage bill had Brazilian Follies with
Moro and Yacanelli, Senor Don Zelaya,

“Three Bounding Jacks, Marie Caruso and

Vadja Del Rio. Pic, Trade Winds.

Davis & Lewls (Belvedere) Houma, La,, 1-7,
nec: (French Casino) New Orleans 8-21, nc. -

Debutantes (Colony Club) Chi, nec. 3

De Croff, Ann (Astor) Montreal, nc.

Delta Rhythm Boys (Glenn Rendezvous) Newe
port, Ky., nc.

DeMarcos (State) NYC, t.

. Dennis & Sayers (Seven Seas) Boston, nc.

Denton, Joe (LaSalle) Chi, h.

Dllléon, Jane (Glenn Rendezvous) Newport,
y., nc,

Dodd, Mary Jane (Helsing’s) Chi, cl.

Doris, Joe (Queen’s Terrace) Woodslde, L. I,
. Y., nc. .

Douglas, Roy (Leon & Eddie’s) NYC, nc.

Drake, Alan (Bali} Brooklyn, ne.

Drake, Marcia (Ernie’'s) NYC, nc.

D’Rey, Phil (Jefferson) St. Louis, h.

Draper, Paul (Chicago) Chi, t.

Drayson, Danny (Strand) NYC, t.

Dumont, Marle (Marile Crisis) NYC, ne.

E
Eason, Otto (Stanley) Pittsburgh, t.
Eden, George (Biltmore) NYC, nc