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With every act a headliner, these WLW shows continue
to pack 'em in for new attendance records at scores of
fairs and theaters throughout the Midwest. WLW talent
has been the featured opening night attraction at every
Qhio State Fair held since 1938.

For sure-fire box office-in ‘48, check available dates

now...call, wire or write manager Bill McCluskey, _ il | {
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PROMOTIONS, INC.

_ BILL McCLUSKEY, Manager—CHerry 1822
CROSLEY BROADCASTING CORPORATION ® CINCINNATI 2. OHIO
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3 Top Niteries
InN. Y. Shelve
Names Policy

It’s a Boon to Small Acts

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—That old saw
about one man's poison being another
man’s meal is now applying to cafe
acts with a vengeance. At least three
big-time niteries will drop their big-
budget shows in the next few weeks,
and at least one other large club is
serjiousty considering it.

Bul if the $1,000 to $5,000 acts will
have fewer places to work in, it will
mean that the smaller guys and cock-
tail aclts will get some of the breaks.
At least, that is the plan the ops are
talking about, with at least one
already committed to it by mid-
January.

The biggest cafe to start the new
policy will be Harry Altman’s Town
Casino, Buffalo, which has probably
been one of the biggest talent buyers
in the East for the past year. Altman
(See Little Acts' Meat on page 38)

Prez’s Budget

Small Cheer
ToOur Side

Little Moo for Showbiz
WASHINGTON, Jan. 12. — Presi-

~ dent Truman's budget message, which

e e A . o

was delivered to Congress today,
calls for relatively few additional
funds for those activities of federal
ggencies which directly or indirectly
benefit the entertainment world.

While additional money was asked
for such agencies as the Commerce
Department, the Federal Trade Com-
mission (FTC), and the Justice De-
partment, it is anticipated that little
of the extra money will be diverted
to showbiz activities,

The increase of about $1,000000

' asked for FTC, for example, is ear-

marked mainlzr for the Bureau of In-
- (See Truman Budget on page 14)

Showbiz Looks
Up in Berlin;

~ Vaude Gaining

"BERLIN, J'an. 10.—Vaudeville biz

- has taken a decided turn for the bet-

ter here, with: thre@ big time houses
running. The latest variety hall

open for German audiences is the
'I'itnu I‘-‘nlast, which was formerly
ted fust for Americans and the

But that was the old Pegler.

quote:
become intimate with the public.”
gquote:

W e AN ACIOT ...

Where would vaude, circuses and

reputation for unchastity."
Look who's pointing!

Expected in

| It turns out Peg doesn't hate people at all. Just actors.
anybody knows—actors ain't people.
in one of his pillars of omniscience for Hearst: We—between burps—

“In their place, actors are tolerable, even desirable, but they im-
pose a strain on sufferance whﬂn they step across the trough and

Pause for just one more little tummyrumble, and we resume the

., like a brattish child, or, more aptly, a {frained
dog or walrus, is tempted to misbehavior by indulgénce.”
Trained dogs and walruses, huh?

to think of it, where'd some newspapers be without trained seals?
! Finally, Hearst's lover-of-all-mankind-but-actors touches off the
thesps with a crack about their being “vagabonds” with a “notorious

Time was it seemed he

What might West-

And
He said it again, this week,

We in showbiz know ‘em.
carnivals be without 'em? Come

H-artley Committee Opening
AFM Hearings; No Fireworks

First Week

Breach Reported in Anti-Petrillo Front

WASHINGTON, Jan, 10.—In an
atmosphere of comparative restraint,
the House Education and Labor Com-
mittee headed by Rep. Fred A. Hart-
ley (R., N. J.) is prepared to hear
Presldent Justin Miller, of the Na-
tional Association of Broadcasters
(NAB) sound the keynote Tuesday
(13) for testimony from more than a

NBC Mulling
Use of Stars
22 Wks. a Yr.

Sponsors Cool to Idea

NEW YORK, Jan. 10. — A plan,
whereby the standard system of giv-
ing top-star programs a 13-week
summer hiatus would be eliminated,
is under consideration at National
Broadcasting Company (NBC). The
plan was developed by Ken Dyke,
NBC's administrative vice-president,
and already has been verbally ap-
proved by most of the network's stars.
It is now being submitled to sponsors
and advertising agencies—and the
reception, from reports, has not been
oo favorable,

Under Dvke’s proposal, NBC's
names, instead of all taking 8 to 13-
week summer vacations at the same
time, would take shorter vacations at

scattered ﬁg}'es thruout the year, The
| result would be to keep at least some
(See 52 Weeks of Stars on page 5)
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score of music-radio-record industry
witnesses assembled by the Industry
Music Committee (IMC) for the
Hartley committee’s newest hearing
on James C. Petrillo's American
Federation of Musicians (AFM) ac-
tivities. Petrillo himself will face the
Hartley committee the following
week to tackle what is sure to be
a barrage of questions seeking “the
story behind™ his disk-making and
AM-FM and tlelevision music dupli-
cations bans,

No Legal Recommendations
Perfectly timed to be well under
way when a Federal Court decision
is due Wednesday (14) in Chiecago in
the case charging Petrillo with viola-
tion of the Lea-Vandenberg Act, the
(See Justin Miller on page 8)

Nat’l Theater
For Canada Set

MONTREAL, Jan. 10.—Formation
of a Canadian National Theater,
with a troupe which will tour the
Dominion, was announced today (10).
The man behind the project is Brian
Doherty, perhaps best known as the
author of Malachy's Miracle.

Raymond Massey, Judith Ewvelyn,
Alexander Knox and Hugh Cronyn
are the principals already signed,
and auditions have been given to 200
Canadian thesps.

The company will debut in Lendon,
Ont., that city earning the distinction
by virtue of its reputation as the
home of Canada's little theater move-
mei.nt No date bhas been announced
- |

48 Opens on
Note of Gloom
As Pacts Pend

Even Tele Affected Now

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Labor nego-
tiations shape up as one of the broad=-
casting industry's top problems for
the forthcoming wear, continuing a
situation which got under way in
1847. Principal situations center
around new contracts to be nego-
tiated with the American Federation
of Musicians (AFM); new wage
scales to be negotiated with the
American Federation of Radio Art-
ists (AFRA); settlement of the cur=-
rently deadlocked situation with the
Radio Directors’ Guild (RDG) and,
finally, negotiation of a television
contract for talent other than musi-
cians—the first union pact in the his~
tory of tele. 'Each of these is, ac-
tually or potentially, a headache—
Class A.

The position taken by the networks
in their battle with the RDG is serv-
ing as a tip-off for future labor hud-
dles, with the webs refusing to re-
treat. Reason, according to web top=-
pers, is that the networks feel that
if they backtrack with the RDG,
they'll really have to lope backwards
when they grapple with James C,
Petrilla, AFM president, and the
toughest negotiator in the radio la=-
bor picture,

AFRA Arbitration?

AFRA negotiations, should they ex-
tend beyond five days, will go to
arbitration under a clause in the ex=
isting contract., The union already
has made known its intention to re-

(See Labor Dominates on page 9)

Legit Begins
256G Bally
Drive May 1

; To Sell Theater To Stix

NEW YORK, Jan. 10—On May 1
the League of New York Theaters
will begin a $25,500 campaign (The
Billboard, December 68) to sell legit
to the nation and improve conditions
on the road. The League approved
a detailed plan submitted by Theron
Bamberger Thursday (8) and ap-
pointed & committee consisting of
Marcus Heiman, Lawrence Langner,
Iee Shubert, Vinton Freedley
and Herman Shumlin to work out
ways and means of raising the dough
to pay the bill. This may be done
by doubling the annual membership
dues and by taking a small percent-
age of a show's gross or some other
similar means,

Finances would be used to pay a
director’s salary, 10G; his secretary,

(See N. Y. League on page 42)
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LABOR HEADACHES

—————————————— Editorial

On Crossing the Trough

00D OLD PEG! The guy's mellowing.
might be souring on people. Remember when you'd go to lunch,
start to pick up a newspaper and then hesitate?
brook Pegler be saying of you today? Might be your turn, you knew.
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Brotherly Love, Huh? Philly
Seems To Be Battlefield

For AGVA-Shelvey Skirmish

After That, Other Cities, With Miami Situation Ugly

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Next Amer-
ican Guild of Variety Artists (AGVA)
battleground will be Philadelphia it
‘.Ingu_l maneuvers started last weesk
get into open court,

But if the city of brotherly love is
to be the next field of battle indi-
vidual skirmishes are going on in
other cities, with Miami threatening
to burst into headlines any day,

The Philly slfuation was started
when the Associated Actors and Ar-
tistes of America (Four A's) removed
Arthur W. A, Cowan ag local AGVA
counsel, discharged Allan Nickerson,
Matll Shelvev-appointed Philly AGVA
head, and ordered him to turn over
union offices to Vito Melfi, Four A's
appointee, Nickerson refused and
ardered Four A's reps out of the of-
fice. They then called on Cowan,
who instructed Nickerson to accept a
letter of dismissal and his pay, but
further than that to disregard the
Four A's because “they had no egal
standing."

Dick Jones Case

Right now the Philly courts have
the Dick Jones-vs.-AGVA national
case under advisement. The case was
glarted by Matt Shelvey when Jones
refused to give up loecal autonomy in
February, 1047. According to Cowan,
who was representing AGVA in the
matter before his discharge by the
Four A's, “the case is practically
closed with the exceptions of some
additional exhibits.”

The Jones case, however, may be

stponed pending legal action on the

igger Issueg of the Four A's against
Shelvey. The new Four A's attorney,
William Schnader, will huddle with
Cownn this week and is expected to
request that the records in the Jones
case be turned over to him.

In Miami the Four A’s-vs.-Shelvey
fracas has taken a different twist,
When the Four A's took over they

o —
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notified all ops to deposit cash bonds
with AGVA’s national New York of-

fice or the acts wouldn't be permitted

to play and spot would be declared
unfair,

The first Miami spot against which
such action was taken, Friday (0),
was Jack Goldman's Clover Club,

Goldman has been asked to put up a
$7,600 bond to cover his opening
show, to debutl January 14. Accord-
ing 1o Dave Fox, New York AGVA
topper, Goldman refused and was
thereupon placed on the unfalr list.
The spot has an eight-week deal for
Jackie Miles at §5,000, the Vagabonds,
Gracie Barrie and a line. Three
offices are involved in this deal. Mu-
gsic Corpofation of America (MCA),
which booked the show, has the
Vagnbonds; the Morris office handles
Miles, and General Artists Corpora-
tion (GAC) has Gracle Barrie. All

(See Brotherly Lovel on page 37)

tnnmgl?'l J?m 10.—Ask this
wrn's oflielal cleaner- er and
he'll tell you purity il.;.p uul:-iﬂg.
up. Inspector Charles W. Sny-
der—he's the flatfoot-floogie of
the Detroit Police Department's
censorship echelon — removed
his brow from the microscope
this week and snnounced his
‘annual findings on the state of
sanitation in flesh shows. Re-
oprt: Nice goin', kids. In Sny-
der’s lingo: Only a total of 116
performers in the 84 night clubs
and cabarets reviewed needed
to be “corrected in 1947" where=
ag in 1946 there were 121 naugh-
ties, And in theaters of all types
last year, 95 "corrections” were
rll,[fﬂ:ﬁs:snry, compared with 110 in

The guardian of public morals
blue-penciled lines from shows
divided about one-half bur-
lesque, one-quarter legit and
one-quarter vaude. The inspec-
tor's biggest belly rumble was
caused by his attempts to digest |
Eugene O'Neill's A Moon for the
Misbegotten., Generally, tho,
Snyder is feeling right pert
these days. “Managers,” he re-
ports, “"have realized that they
must follow the rules.”

i Boston papers, please copy.
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USO Molded Into New Org;
Prepping Hospital Acts

NEW YORK, Jan, 10.—With the
warm praise of President Truman
and Gen. Omar PBradley for their
wartime service in USO-Camp Shows
to encourage them, the leaders of the
entertainment industry turned in-
dustriously this week to shape up the
Veterans' Hospital Camp Shows, Ine.,
and launch it in the job of enter-
taining disabled vets from coast to
coast, They hope to have aeots in the
hospitals before February.

Abe Lastfogel and Lawrence Phil-
lips, president and vice-president of
both USO-Camp Shows and the Vet
erans’ Hospital Camp Shows, joined
directors of the USQ (United Service
Organizations) Friday (9) in a trip
to the White House. There President
Truman awarded an “honorable dis-
charge” to that agency thru which
gix great national service agencles
and all showbiz merged their Identi-
ties to entertain the nation's fighting
forces.

Seven Years Reviewed

Just before they went to the White
Hou~e, USO directors held thelr final

- | meeting, winding up seven years of

activily, At the meeting they ree

ceived their annual report, titled
Operation USO, one portion of which
disclosed that from Inception In 1941
to December 31, 1947, Camp Shows
entertained 213,000,000 men at 428,-
000 performances in 42 foreign coun-
tries as well as every section of con-
tinental United States. It sent 7,336
artists—305 of them stars of screen,
stage or radio—overseas. Thirty-
seven performers died in off-shore
gservice—32 in plane or motor crashes,

sunday (11) the entertainment in-
dustry joins the National Broadcast-
ing Company (NBC) In airing a
Parade of Stars from Hollyw in
a salute to USO and the Veterans'
Hospital Camp Shows, The program
will be heard at 3:30 Chicago time
2:30 Denver time, 1:30 West Coast
time. It will be rebroadeast in New
;:"ct:rl-: &t an hour to be announced
ater,

Cen. Bradley,
chief of staff of the army and former
head of the Veterans' Administration,
started the evenis thru which Camp
Shows' wartime service was recog-

nized when (on January 2), in a
{See New UUSQ Org on page 17)
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Up in Berlin
As Vaude Perks

(Continued {rom page I)
Widmann's musical production head-
lining the bill, whlcﬁ ineludes half a
dozen acts. The American Special
Service, which has operated the thea=
ter since 1945, has retained Sgt.
Charles D. McIntosh asremsee. Tho
the theater is open to German audi-
eénces only a few days ench week, the
interest in vaude is returning and
managers, faced with keener com-
petition, are now more anxious to
find new acts,

The New Scala is featuring Joe
Roth, the first American act-to play
Berlin since the war, as the hmdlli;ntr
on its ecurrent bill, including Erwin
Hoffmann, popular ballet; the Three
Allisons, acros, and the Scala Ballet
Troupe, The pic policy is to show
American films, The press, which is
primarily interested in drama, pix
and operettas, gave Joe Roth unusual
response on his pantomime comedy
nct, allotting considerable space to
the critics. Vaude managers hope
the reception given Roth will encour-
age other American acts to follow
his break-the-ice example.

The Wintergarten, which re-opened
in 1946 with a straight ple policy,
celebrated its 60th anniversary re-
cently by using vaude acts for a two=
week period. However, it has re-
turned to its picture poliey.

The third regular house in opera-
tion is the Palast Der Friedrichstadt,
offering a bill of variety acts, ballet
and a fairy tale play, similar to the
type usually played in Berlin thea-
ters for the children during the
Christmas season.

The Christmas Cireus show, given
here before the war, however, was
canceled again this yvear, The Circus
Busch was closed by the Nazis dur-
ing the war and the Deutschland
Halle, capacity 20,000, was destroyed
and reconstruction has not yet been
possible. Paula Busch, sole owner
of the Circus Busch, has not been
able to place a cireus in & new build-
ing, and fuel shortages have added
another barrier to putting on the pro-

BillBdard

The World's Foremost Amusement
Weekly
Founded 1894 by W, H, Donaldson
 Publishers
Ro LitH Ir.

Wil DL

G Crida ..,.
W.

SRR e

Catta ..

LA R ERRE L LR LN

R T g L “"“E‘:;.'w.
L LN AL

" hwmww

R o e
rest Diviaton

F.B J

R A

8450
Office
22, Chio

rint t and |
2160 Pertersey apd &

®

Th ilibos '
The Billeard “E"mw':“ D ic

e llll—‘:_.l EEI



www.americanradiohistory.com

January 17, 1948

-
=

- RADIO

Communications

o 1564 Broadway, New York 19, N. Y.

The Billboard S

| I’s Official!

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—George |
Keane and Betty Winkler play
husband and wife on Rosemary,
a soap opera, and seems they
take things seriously.

They got married yesterday |

(Friday). |

CBS-Ponders

‘Wells’ Time;
Indies Burn

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Terrific
beefs against the program ownera-
ship policy of Columbia Broadcasting
System (CBS) are being registered
by independent package producers.
sSquawk is that because of CBS's
newly enunciated policy of retaining
control of programs on the web to
prevent them from being shifted to
competitors, independents are being
frozen out. The only alternative,
they claim, is to cut the net into the
ownership.

Newest instance, it is claimed, con-
cerns Christopher Wells, a package
sponsored on CBS Sunday nights by
DeSoto-Plymouth and owned by Ed
Byron. Show, in its 15th week, has
been hovering around a four-point
Hooperating, with CBS dissatisfied
and considering recapturing the time.
The sponsor, on the other hand, wants
to stick with the show for a while
and give it a chance to build. Latest
report was that if a considerable gain
were not shown in the January 15
ratings, CBS would recapture.

Independents say that if the policy
spreads they will be forced to oper=
ate on a basis of cutting in all the
webs, and in addition, that oppor-
tunities for building new talent will
be limited.

Bill Goodwin,
Shirley Booth
Head for CBS

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Columbia
Broadcasting System (CBS) has three
new house-built packages in prepara=-
tion, two of them comedies. One
of the latter is a show featuring Bill
Goodwin and adapted from Earth-
;worm Tractor series written for Sat-
urday Evening Post. Ernie Martin,

BS_program exec on the Coast, will
srvise production, and the show

originate from Hollywood.
The second comedy will feature
irley Booth and will be written
¢ Pon Ettlmger Origination ppint
gill: be New York. Goodwin and
9th programs will be half-hour

e third package, not as yet
med, is a series of dramatizations
glassics, novels and folk “ales pop-
ar with grown-ups and kids. Writ-
#n and directed by Ralph Rose, this
pill originate from KNX, Hollywood,

ng Sunday (18) in the 1:30-2
2. slot. Treasure Island will be the
i .opus, with others to follow, in-
ding Legend of Sleepy Hollow and
t Baba and the Forty Thieves. Rose,
Emlc}eqtal}.y wrote and directed a
ar series of dramatizations for
Columbih Records.
_ Slot}’ Ag the Rose series in the Sun-

ABC Hoping
To Glom Onto
‘Ford Theater’

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Sale of the
Henry Morgan Show, virtual sale of

Texr and Jinx and hot negotiations
for acquisition of Ford Theater, now
airing wvia National Broadcasting
Company (NBC), made this a busy
week for the American Broadcasting
Company (ABC) sales department.
Biggest item, the full-hour Ford
Theater dramatic opus, may head
ABC's way if suitable time can be
cleared. The sponsor and agency,
Kenyon & Eckhardt (K&E), have
been unhappy over Theater's 5 p.m.
Sunday slot on NBC with weak rat-
ings, and would like a late-evening
weekday position.

The likely post for the show on
ABC is the 9:30 to 10:30 Thursday
night period. The web is reshuffling
its Thursday programing, having just
sold Henry Morgan to Rayve Sham-
poo and Hedy Home Wave for the
7:30 p.m. Thursday period in all time
zones, the first commercial night-
time web show to operate on a full
clock-time basis. The sale was made
thru Roche, Williams & Cleary, ef-
fective January 29.

Point Sublime, just expanded o
full web, will air at 8 p.m. The 8:30
period is still unsold, but Willie
Piper, bankrolled by General Elec-
tric, holds the 9 p.m. slot. Recent
cancellation of Darts for Dough by
Dr. Pepper makes the late evening
hour available to Ford, should they
desire it. The entire Thursday slate
is likely to broadcast on a clock-time
basis.

Sale of Texr and Jinx to Standard
Qil Company of New Jersey was
anticipated momentarily at week’s
end. The show is skedded to take
over the 8:30 p.m. Monday period late
in February. The deal is interesting
in view of the lengthy build-up given
the duo by NBC, both on WNBC and
the web, as well as on the network's
video outlet, WNBT. The team
subbed for Duffy’s Tavern on NBEC
last summer. Their present morning
participation show on WNBC is re-
ported flected by the deal, and
their video activities also are likely
to continue as before.

If the deal for Standard Qil of
New Jersey to take over sponsorship
(See ABC Hopes To Glom on page 9)

Dorothy Lewis Finds
Pals When Needed

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—A protest
against the dismissal of Dorothy
Lewis as co-ordinator of listener ac-
tivities for the National Association
of Broadcasters (NAB) may be reg-
istered with NAB shortly by a group
of top New York social agencies.
The agencies are due to meet in New
York Monday (12) with a view to
concerted action.

Mrs. Lewis was among those af-
fected in a recent NAB retrenchment
move which chopped the budget for
the New York and Coast offices.
She headquartered in New York.

day, 1:30-2 p.m., time will mean a
reshuffle of the Sunday afterncon
schedule. Doorway to Life, now in
that time, will go to 1-1:30 p.m. and
Feople’s Platform will move from 1-
1:30 p.m. to 12:30-1 p.m.

= ] e

Ru.ss Quits Fred

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Russell
Maloney has lammed from

Allen's writing staff. Formerly
a staffer with The New Yorker,
Maloney went to work for Allen
about two months ago. The
parting was amicable, the two
having found their style of hu-
mor incompatible.

Maloney meanwhile began a
new television show on WABD,
New York, last night.

Lever To Hold
Hope to Long-

Term Contract

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 10. — Any
prospect that Bob Hope and Lever
Bros. will call it quits before the ex-
piration of his long-term pact were
dimmer last week, altho the comic is
still peeved and anxious to make a
break. Inside sources revealed that
Lever Bros.” execs recently informed
Hope that the firm would take every
step, legal and otherwise, to keep
the gagster under the Lever radio
banner.

Jimmy Saphier, Hope's radio agent,
said the feud (which arose when
Lever Bros. nixed Hope's demand to
tour the show) was still status quo.
Hope had made no decision on future
plans, nor had the comic and bank-
roller kissed and made up, he said.
Saphier admitted, however, that
nearly every ad agency exec in the
trade had pitched deals for Hope in
the event of a break at the end of the
current season,

Hottest report, both here and in
New York, centered around the
rumor that Myron Kirk, Kudner
Agency topper, had offered to buy
Hope for Texaco products. Kirk de-
nied the report emphatically, stating:
(1) Texaco wouldn't attempt to buy
a show still under contract to another
bank=-roller: (2) oil firm was full
up on air shows, currently bank-
rolling three net airers.

Insiders hinted that Lever Bros.
may give in to Hope’s travel demands
next season by switching comic
from Pepsodent to another Lever
family product. It was pointed out
that while sales of toothpaste were
too small to justify an increased
budget for travel, Lever company
could well afford to hike show's
budget if Hope's bills are charged
off to a soap product, for instance.
Moreover, some Lever PBros.' sales
toppers, including Prexy Charles
Luckman, are said to favor rotating
radio stars among wvarious products.
Theoretically, they hold that Hope
has reached the peak in getting cus-
tomers for Pepsodent and that a shift
to another Lever Bros.” product would
give him a new sales field to saturate.
A different show for Pepsodent in
place of Hope, it is claimed, would
attract a new element of radio lis-
teners and thus increase sales.

ABC Takes Option
On Hildegarde Seg

NEW YOREK, Jan, 10.—American
Broadcasting Company (ABC) has
taken an option on a musical program
featuring Hildegarde. Package is
owned by Bernard J. Schubert, indie
producer, who will cut a record
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22 WEERN OF STARS FOR NBC?

Dyke Pr0posal
Would Canecel
Hiatus Plan

— —

Top Performers Approve

e = )

(Continued from page 3)

.| top-marquee attraciions on the a

in the summer, and thus avoid the
usual hot-weather sag in Hooperat=
ings and audience appeal. It would
also, of course, mean an additional
fillip to NBC's lead in the web audi=-
ence race,

The reason for sponsor aloofness
is basically that, after years of op-
erating under the hiatus plan, both
agencies and their accounts are in-
ured to the summer decrease and
consequently prefer the status quo.
It is also argued that because of hot
weather and factors tending to cut
into the summer audience, the end,
in this case, would not justify the
means. This has been disputed by,
among others, C. E. Hooper, who
claims that while people may not be
at home during the summer to the
extent they are at other times, they
still listen on radios available in re=
sorts.

Summer Replacements

NBC also has another proposal it
is putting forth to advertisers, based
on the argument that listeners like
best those things with which they
are most familiar. Accordingly, NBC
wants those advertisers which use
summer replacements to use some of
the performers heard on the show in
season. As it is now, many adver-
tisers change the nature of their pro=-
grams completely. DBob Hope is
usually replaced by a mystery, for
example. Under NBC’s plan, a skele-
tonized Hope show would be aired
during summer, using Jerry Colonna
and others Known on that program.
This was done last season by EKraft,
which replaced Great Gildersleeve
with Summerfield Band Concert, The
cast included the regular band and 2
half dozen of the program’s charac-
ters. NBC's argument is that this
procedure paid off not only in the
ratings, but in maintaining interest in
Gildersleeve.

Agitation for changing the summer
vacation schedule has been going on
for some time. Eddie Cantor was one
of the first to advocate the policy.

Goodie Ace Preps
New Y2 Hr. Stanza

NEW YOREK, Jan. 10.—Goodman
Ace is working on a new half-hour
show to mark his return to the air.
It's tentatively called Mr. Ace and
Jane and would, of course, co-star
his wife. The Aces haven't done a
live show for several wyears, altho
transcriptions of their gquarter-hour
show are being syndicated by the Ziv
office.

Columbia (CBS) wants the show as
soon as Ace, who recently resigned as
that web’s director of comedy writ-
ing, has it set.

shortly. The seg will be a quarter-
hour, five-a-week strip.

Time slot being considered is T-
7:15 p.m. across the board.

-
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IS (BS GANDERING WAX"

E.T. Regarded
Way To Woo

Rivals’ Stars

Top Brass Yet Unconvinced

NEW YORE, Jan. 10.—A small but
influential group of key executives
of the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
temn (CBS) has begun a concerted
drive to swing the web away from its
long-established no-transcription pol-
fcy, it has been reliably reported.
The move, quietly under way for
several weeks, is regarded as one
means the web could use to lure top
names away from other networks.
The contention is that using wax
would enable CBS to fill the gaps
left by the stars who have shifted to
NBC during the past year.

Proponents of the move are ad-
vancing the argument that drastic
measures are required to maintain
and improve the web’s competitive
standing. Numerous CBS personnel
changes and policy switches in re-
cent months have been aimed at
supplying the network with a new
battle strategy. The acceptance of
platters, some CBS toppers feel,
might be the gimmick.

Thus far, reports are that the top-
most levels of CBS brass have not
yet been won over to the idea. The
pro-platter contingent, said to in-
clude top sales and program execs,
is said to feel that it can convince
the powers that be with a demonstra-
tion of how wax can substitute for
honey in luring talent, They hope to
capitalize on restiveness of such NBC
luminaries as Edgar Bergen, Bob
Hope, Amos 'n" Andy, Fibber McGee,
Red Skelton and Jack Benny—all of
whom are reported more than mildly
interested in transeribing.

Hope and Bergen, particularly, are
considered hot prospects by the CBS
group favoring recordings. The
former has been reported as really
burned up by his necessity to face
the mike every week while his pal,
Bing Crosby, strolls the golf links
without another recording date until
March 24. Bergen has been agitating
for some time that a weekly show is
too great a burden.

Should the group favoring wax
win over sufficient suport to put
the plan into operation, it is likely
that the switch would be made in
stages. The first breach in the CBS
anti-transcription code probably
would come in the form of tran-
scribed repeats on a clock-time basis,
followed soon by outright broadeast
of platters.

Stromberg - Carlson
Expands FM Net Seg

ROCHESTER, N. Y. Jan. 10.—
Stromberg-Carlson this week ex-
panded its Treasury of Music FM net-
work program to include the 10 sta-
tions of the Dixie FM network. The
program, first commercial FM web
airer, has been using the Continental
network’s 31 affiliates. The expan-
sion brings the show, heard at 8:30
p.m. Fridays, to North and South
Carolina, in addition to its present
gsix States and District of Columbia.

Treasury features the 50-piece
Rochester Civie Orchestra, under the
baton of Guy Fraser Harrison,

sadEd
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KLZ’s Promotion Manoger

JOHN CONNORS

Connors took over at ELZ's pro
blicity throttle last hn‘rem'her 1, with i
Ezckgrmm A of ad agency, radio writing and
PRO experience; will keep ELZ guing
Il-].I.E-E;E in & promotion way,

KLZ, DENVER

NAB Chjooses Hayes;
To Appease Indies?

WASHINGTON, Jan. 10. — Selec-
tion by the National Association of
Broadcasters (NAB) of John S. Hayes
this week as chairman of the 1948
program executive committee is be-
ing hailed by independent broad-
casters as a conciliatory gesture to=-
ward the indies, who, in the recent
furor over the NAB code, had de-
manded an increased voice in NAB
affairs.

Ted Cott, leader of the drive for
recognition of indie needs in the code,
remains on the committee as antici-
pated. Cott had been mentioned as a
possible choice for chairman. The
selection of Hayes is considered to
have been strongly influenced by his
switch from WQXR, New York, to
local Station WINX in the job for-
merly held by Federal Communica-
tions Commission Chairman Wayne
Coy.

Other committee members are
Layne Beaty, WBAP, Fort Worth;
Edgar Bill, WMBD, Peoria, Ill.; Wal-
ter Brown, WORD, Spartansburg, S.
C.: Harry Butcher, KIST, Santa Bar=-
bara, Calif.; Arthur Church,. KMBC,
Kansas City, Mo.; Robert Swezey,
Mutual Broadcasting System, and E.
R. Vadeboncoeur, WSYR, Syracuse,

Ralston’s 1'» Million Tops MBS

‘NEW YOREK, Jan. 10.—Ralston Purina, food and grain packers,
headed the list of Mutual sponsors in 1947 with gross billings of
$1,572,140, with Bayuk Cigars second with $1,262,966. Carter Prod-
Gardner, which handles the Ralston
account, headed the advertising agency lists with gross time place-
ments of $1,696,693 during the year.
with $1,537,853, and Cecil & Presbrey third with $1,437,272,

Lists of top 15 sponsors and agencies follow:

ucts was third with $1,217,143.

1 Advertlsers
Balston ...cccccsneas !Iﬂﬂ.llﬂ
Bﬂy“k. FE g EEwEEE R R R R R E R EEE e ] -ﬂ;m
mr“f FEAFEFRSEEEERERER FE e EEE 1“111"3
Serutam . 1,207,614
1L R L e e A LR R 1,166,767
ﬂmml anﬂ-slllll-l-l FEFRBEEEN I]mlgﬁ
General Molors. . cccosccnicnnnnns 74,387
Fhilp Morrls...cccvcicicsncnnvnss 830,420
H-'E]]ﬁ‘t ¥ TERERR RS FRFEETRFRRTERERNEREEY TB'HI‘B%
Whitehall .....cccccecussannnnans 187,960
Pharmaco ... 719,126

| Mutual :Baueﬂt. TG, 535
qu"k“ n.t.' FEESAERFEVERS L) HET]m
ﬂnd‘h! (EEEEE R RN ENERENENEEREENRENNE] Eﬂ'ﬁlm
Wl el T 523,922

All That’s Missing
Now Is a Rosnops

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Professor
Backwards (Jimmy Edmundson)
whose forte is reverse English, has
a new idea for a half-hour radio quiz
show. As a judge in court, the pro-
fessor in his gimmick language ac=-
cuses contestants who win money if
they can decipher the charge.

Using a guest star for his audition
platter, George Jessel was charged
with Gniniamer '‘a Rolehcab which
any backward-minded person can
easily translate as Remaining a
Bachelor.

The professor, current at the Capi-
tol, claims Serutan is interested in
the idea and is negotiating for wire
time on a network.

Philco App]ies-}or
Second TV Station

PHILADELPHIA, Jan., 10.—An
application for a second television
station, to be operated in Allentown,
Pa., was filed with the Federal Com-
munications Commission (FCC) this
week by the Phileco Television Broad-
casting Corporation, operator of
WPTZ, Philadelphia. The applicant,
a subsidiary of the Philco Corpora-
tion, estimated a $190,000 equipment
expenditure and $96,000 annual op-
erating costs. The station would
serve the Allentown-Bethlehem-
Easton, Lehigh Valley area.

Ernest B. Loveman, Philco vice-
president, said the firm intended to
install microwave relay equipment
similar to that linking New York
with Philadelphia, and service the
new station with WPTZ programs.

Schubert Adds Coast
Office, N. Y. Staffer

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Bernard J.
Schubert, independent producer, has
opened a Pacific Coast office and
has added personnel to the New York
branch. The Coast layout, in Beverly
Hills, is headed by Maxine Anderson,
formerly head of the West Coast
radio department of the Biow Coms=-
pany.

Joe Graham, formerly head of the
Selznick Radio Department, has been
added to the New York staff,

Ruthrauff & Ryan was second l

Agencles

-named executive assistant.

ﬁ!l‘ﬂ]‘lt’l‘ PR W EE --ﬂ.ﬁm:.m
Ruthranff & ‘H-:fl.]:l . essnsss 1,557,853
Cecll & Freshrey.. « L4377 208
Sullivan, Blln.m:r, {.'-alwell .& |
Bayles, seossnasansss cssnsss 1LBT1,737
H-ll ITH.IIIIIIIIIIIIIII"--I LI IFMEM
Roy Durstin®....eeseessssnseecss 1,207,614
Wﬂdﬂ S amE B RE R R EEEEEEE R EE e 1+IEH|TH‘T
Kndner ... -« 974,387
Benton & Bhu-wlu saansnnssss SEATD
Kenyon & Enl:hardt .............. 785,528
Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample ....... T67.960
Arthur Meyerhoff .....covcccenes T35,1309
Williamm Weintraub...covvescvess 724,703
Erwin WaSeY .scscscsvssnannnnnns 615,334
Gflnt lllllllll (RN R RN LE RN N mjm

Mutual’s gross for 1947 was $22,372,711.
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CBS Revamp

Has Stanton
Hypoing Sales

Meighan Joins Brain Trust

NEW YORK, Jan. 10. — Realign-
ment of execs at the Columbia Broad-
casting System (CBS) has lifted vice-
president Howard S. Meighan to the
20th-floor brain trust. Additionally,
the changes are expected to make it
possible for Frank Stanton, web pres-
ident, to devote more time to sales,
and for Executive Vice-President Joe
Ream to take over labor matters.
Other changes are in the works, one
of them being a shift in co-op per-
sonnel, paving the way for an inten-
sive pruduchnn and selling drive.

Departments now reporting df:
rectly to Stanton are sales, treasurer’s
office and auditing. .

Meighan, formerly in chafge of
company-owned stations, will have
supervision over station administra-
tion, radio sales, co-op sales, sales pro=
motion, research and press informa=
tion. The last three-named depart-
ments, incidentally, have never co-
ordinated under the supervision of
one exec before—Stanton having su-
pervised research and sales promoe
tion and Joe Ream having supervised
press information. Ream, who will
henceforth supervise labor matters
(formerly handled by Frank White,
now president of Columbia Records),
will have the following departments -
under his wing: station relations, per-
sonnel relations, legal, refe e, edit-
ing and Washington office.

Adrian Murphy, as vice-president
and general executive, will have the
following reporting to him: Televi-
sion, general engineering, engineering
research and development and short
wave. In addition, Murphy will be
in charge of new developments, in-
cluding Instantaneous Audience
Measurement Service. James Seward,
upped from director of operations to
vice-president in charge of opera-
tions, reports to Murphy.

S. R. Dean, assistant treasurer, has
been upped to treasurer, and J. L.
Van Volkenburg, general sales man-
ager of radio sales, takes over super-
vision of CBS-owmed siationz as di=
rector of station administration. 1. 5. |
Becker and Henry Grossman, for-
merly assistant directors of upl.‘-‘_t*a-|
tions, have become, respectively, di-
rector of program operations and di-
rector of technijcal building opera-
tions. Edward L. Saxe, formerly as=
sistant to the treasurer, has b

A new head of radio sales is €
pected to be named shortly.

Carl J. Burkland, general ma
of WTOP, Columbia-owned Washin
ton station, is the new general sal
manager of radio sales, the spot
broadeasting division of the Colum=
bia Broadcasting System (CES).
Burkland succeeds J. L. Van Volken=
burg, who was promoted to CBS di
rector of station administration.

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Im
facilities, including power ine
were announced this week by 40 af
filiates of Mutual Broadcasting Sys
tem (MBS). Total wattage hik
totals 149,800 watts,

Of the 40 siations, all but 12
adjusting rates upward with ftfhei
poOwWer,
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IN CORRECTION
OF A

MISLEADING “AD”’

/ \ The January 7th edition of “Variety” carried an ad

P‘[{Bﬂ“ﬂmﬁs“m& of Show Productions, Inc., a subsidiary of Dancer-

Fitzgerald-Sample, Inc., listing a number of “Hum-

) anﬂ'[wmmﬂmmtu‘ mert Shows” handled through Air Features, Inc,

the | smmmc- which would possibly give the average reader the
Dmm'i [[Z‘Eﬂl ’ impression that Show Productions, Inc. produced
E‘IY' the following shows which they do not produce but

are handled through Air Features:

R gl #'Ill-"-' m..ﬂ'l"“
:{ﬁ T
NEWOTK e o v e OUR GAL SUNDAY
1o e T+ iyt o m; o "._...ﬂ.:_l-'ﬂ:"ﬂ
Ralil S e T e BACKSTAGE WIFE
Mo WA 41 et rion B T, 348 T e awt?
It e WO W W U et STELLA DALLAS
progas i R R
s@mmﬁ e e v e LORENZO JONES
By e e L e WALTZ TIME
e T e T YOUNG WIDDER BROWN
Uie o e o P S JUST PLAIN BILL
pan aﬂﬂﬁﬁfﬂ__:ﬂtw ROMANCE OF HELEN TRENT
i e e gt P
Fwﬂ“é"{“:‘fﬂﬂmm" e AMERICAN MELODY HOUR
S'dlin; Te cwoo o1 5. , productions but @ MR. KEEN, TRACER OF LOST PERSONS
HEN Y

y fofthe 2t o Air Features ShOvs MANHATTAN MERRY-GO-ROUND
AMERICAN ALBUM OF FAMILIAR MUSIC

As a matter of record, we therefore wish to clear what may be a “misleading advertisement”
by stating that Show Productions has no connection of any kind or nature with the foregoing
programs — and has never had any connection with them. They are all written and produced

~ under the supervision of Frank and Anne Hummert by Air Features, and have been so produced
for over 11 years. ' |

AIR FEATURES, Inc.

W WORLD’S LARGEST ADMINISTRATORS OF RADIO PROGRAMS This one
EXCLUSIVE REPRESENTATIVES “HUMMERT SHOWS” “ “”“
ZW0B8-UST-NWR

| ¥ We believe that Show Productions published the ad through d ; s :
L correction simply to protect ourscives T i et o ajure. Vo P

-
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Just_in Miller Will Sound ]
Keynote as Hartley Group
Opens Hearings This Week

Petrillo To Testify Later—Calm Start

(Continued from page 3)

hearing is expected to produce not
a single specific recommendation for
a legislative remedy from any of the
industry witnesses whose testimony
will consume the entire first week of
the hearing. The industry witnesses,
coached by legal counsel Sydney
Kaye and public relations counsel
Vernd Burnett, of the IMC, will con-
fine their testimony to a resume of
fapts” and “fipures” designed 1o
show hardships brought about by
Petrillo’s ban. It is anticipated that

Coverage

WASHINGTON, Jan. 10.—
Complete television and radio
coverage is assured for the
House FEducation and Labor
Committee hearings on James
C. Petrillo’s activities. All three
of Washington's video stalions
—WNBW, WTTG and WMAL-~-

ings on a pooling basis on the
opening day Tuesday (13) when
Justin Miller, president of the
INational Association of Broad=-
casters, occupies the stand, and
on the following Monday (19)
when President Petrillo, of the
American Federation of Musi-
cians, is slated to testify. Ar-
rangements have been made for
epaxial transmission, and facili=-
ties will be kept in readiness
for telecasting at interesting in-
tervals all during the hearings,
which may last nearly two
weeks. Radio stations will be
on hand to make wire record-
ings.

TV—will telecast the proceed- |

industry witnesses will suggest that
the Hartley committee itself figure
out the legislative remedies, but there
is strong likelihood that some indus-
try witnesses will return to the stand
for rebuttal after Petrillo testifies,
nnd some extremely specific legisla-
tive suggestions may be offered at
that time.

Report Friction?

Marking the first appearance of an
industry phalanx at a Petrillo hear-
ing, there nevertheless was strong
reason to believe that the industry
group was less cohesive than IMC
leaders had hoped it would be. In-
dustry bigwigs who began their
march on the capital from New York
prior to the hearing brought with
them rumors of {friction between
radio-affiliated record groups and in-
dependents in the record industry.
This was taken to mean that all is not

the book thot tells you

HOW TO SELL NEW SPONSORS:
BUILD NEW AUDIENCES ==

Free to
Radio Stations..

"‘CAPITOL TRANSCRIPTION SERVICE

SUMSET & VINE = HOLLYW oD 28

peaceful between Decea Records, the
leading indie record manufacturer,
and its twin radio-affiliated rivals,
Columbia and RCA Victor.

All Facets Repped

Each of the four AM networks will
be represented by a spokesman at the
hearings, while each of the major rec-
ord manufacturers will have at least
one spokesman. In addition, wit-
nesses will be on hand from FM,
television, transcription, recording
and radio equipment manufacturing
groups.

Bond Geddes, executive vice-
president and general manager of the

January 17, 1948

Hats Off, Stevie!

WASHINGTON, Jan. 10.—
WOL's chief announcer, Steve
MeCormick, played good samar-
itan to a pair of old ladies re-
cently. Engrossed in their con-
versation, the two dowagers put
their heads together and got
their hats tangled up. Steve
managed to get them apart in
three minutes with the loss of
only one sequin.

Almost got stabbed to death,
tho, by a hairpin.

Radio Manufacturers’ Association,
will follow President Miller, of NAB,
on the witnesses stand. Miller in an
hour-long talk is expected to present
to the committee a general summary
of the industry-wide situation as af-
fected by Petrillo’s AFM activities,
and he will leave to the spockesmen
of the various industry segments the
task of submitting detailed informa=-
tion. Latter information will include

(See Radio-Linked on page 15)

BMB Efficiency Committet;
Headed for the Scrap Heap?
New Subseriber ListsLag

More Stations Operating, But Fewer Members

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—The com-
mittee of broadcasters which was to
have been set up to suggest improve-
ments in sales, sales promotion and
other facets of Broadcast Measure-
ment Bureau (BMB) appears headed
for the scrap heap. The committee
has not yet been organized, and, fol-
lowing a recent meeting of the EMB
directors at which they refused to
give it official standing, chances are
it never will be. In addition, two of
the top execs who were fo have
cerved on the committee have indi-
cated that, as a result of the BME
board action, they're no longer inter-
ested. The exees are Frank Stan-
ton and Edgar Kobak, presidentis re-
spectively of Columbia (CBS) and
Mutual (MBS).

It is reported that J, Harold Ryan,
chairman of BMB, has been con-
siderably embarrassed by the board’s
action, for at the time Mutual agreed
to subscribe to BMB, Ryan agreed
to appoint the committee, The crea-
tion of the group was a principal ob-
jective of Kobak's, who had been
subjected to terrific pressure to sub-
scribe to BMB, not only by the other
three network presidents, but by
Hugh Feltis, BMB president. The
purpose of the committee was to offer
ways of increasing BMB'’s effective-
ness and to suggest method whereby
more broadecasters would be brought
in as subscribers.

The third place on the three-man
committee had been offered to Hugh
Terry, of KLZ, Denver. He had de-
clined, however, in view of the trav-
eling headaches involved in attending
meetings. Stanton and Kobak were
tabbed for the job by Niles Tram-
mell and Mark Woods, of National
Broadeasting Company and American
Broadcasting Company respectively,
in view of their familarity with re-
eparch and because of Kobak's objec-
tions to BMDB procedure,

The BMB board is said fo have
based its action on the feeling that
the research company has properly
constituted groups now established to
treat with the problems in ques=
tion. When a quasi-official stand-
ing was offered, it is understood both
Kobak and Stanton asked to be-in-
cluded out.
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NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Strong pos-
sibility exists that the Broadcast
Measurement Bureau (BMB), be-
cause of changing conditions in the
industry, may not exceed, for iis
forthcoming study, the number of
subseribers to its 1946 study, it was
asserted here this week by leading
researcher-broadcasters. This is true,
it is argued, even tho the number
of stations now operating far exceeds
the number on the air when the 46
field work was undertaken.

Actually, this increase in licensees
may develop into a handicap for
BMB. The reason is that in 1946
there were many markets which had
but one or two stations and conse-
quently these outlets had the market
sewed up. Now, with the advent of
co many new stations, these one-time
“lone wolves” have had sharp inroads
made on their audiences and chances
are the next BMB study may reveal
this quite graphically. Consequently
many of these stations hesitate to sub=-
seribe on the ground that in so doing
it may reveal a loss in audience,

Another segment of the industry
which is figured as out of the BMB
subscription bailiwick are the hun-
dreds of 250-watters thruout the
country. These stations, both indie
and affiliated, get virtually no spot
business and have no chance for it.
They know this and also know that
they'll get their normal amount of
network business. Since BMB is es-
sentially an aid in spot buying, these
operators see no point in laying out
the subscription dough.

Disgruntled Subscribers

A third group is made up of those
outlets who are disgruntled over the
1946 data and who believe the first
study failed to do them justice. The
only thing that would get them in, it
is argued, is a change in technique
to avoid a repetition of what they
consider an injustice.

The BMB, in its first study, pub-
lished statistics on subscriber sta-
tions and, in addition, showed all
stations in each county by listing all
call letters, even those of non-
subscribers. Subsequently, it was
learned that some of the latter “pi-
rated” figures, going to advertisers

Denny Switch:
NowWithNAB
Vs.Censorship

Reverses White Bill Stand

WASHINGTON, Jan. 10.—Charles
Denny, National Broadeasting Com-
pany (INBC) vice-presidenf, who as
chairman of the Federal Communica=
tions Commission (FCC) had sup-
ported the proposed White bill's
authorization to FCC to judge pro-
gram content in determining license
renewals, is new lined up with the
National Association of Broadcasters
(NAB) against the censorship pro=-
vision, a reliable network’s source
revealed today. Denny, who was
among network representatives at a
meeting of NAB's legislative com-
mittee here Monday (5), in a com=
plete reversal of his former stand,”
has given his blessing to a NAB
brief opposing the censorship section.

The NAB brief not only assails
Section 1§ of the revised White radio
bill which grants wide power to FCC
over program content, but also op-
poses a new section forbidding any
FCC commissioner to work in private
radio “during the term for which
he was appointed” and prohibiting
all other personnel from taking em-
ployment in private radio for a year
after leaving FCC (The Billboard,
January 10). NAB's brief, which
will be filed Monday (12) with the
Senate Interstate and Foreign Com=-
merce Committee, indorses most
other provisions of the revised White
radio bill, altho it suggests some mild
changes in language and inien of
several of the sections. :

Denny Testified in June

Denny, who resigned from the FCC
October 9, was the first witness at
lengthy hearings last June before
the Senate Interstate Commerce Sube-
committee on the White radio bill
At that time, Denny voiced satisfac=
tion with the White bill's confirma-
tion of FCC's program censorship

policy.
1f the Senate passes the bill, the
House Interstate and Foreign Com-

*merce Committee will have an op=-

portunity to stage hearings, at which
it is likely Denny will be invited to
testify. Denny in his testimony be-
fore the ite committee last sum=-
mer voiced strong dissatisfaction-with
the bill’s provision for dividing the
duties of the FCC commissioners
relegating the chairman to a figure-
head role. During cross-questioning
by members of the committee Denny
declared he would prefer to see no
new bill rather than have the latler
provision enacted. However, ' he
made equally clear his support for
the program content section in a de-
fense of FCC's Blue Book policy %
license renewals. '

NAB’s latest criticism of the Bh
Book policy is just as vigorous as it
was during the hearing when Pres=
ident Justin Miller, of NAB, led a’
big delegation of industry spokesmen
in testifying against the section. |
and saving, “Station A has so m
radio families. We know that
is such and such a total of rad
familids in the county. Obviously,
must have the rest.” As a resul
BME has decided not to list any call
letters other than those of sull
sceribers. Now this, too, may appe
to be a double-edged sword, for
advertisers and agencies note a gre
number of missing stations, it's felk
they're bound to comment:. Thus

BME is in the strange position off
possibly injuring itself by taking a
move designed fo aid its subscribers.

P
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Will AFM,

The Billboard

Contract, Is Question Now

NEW YORKE, Jan. 10.—As the Jan=-
uary 31 expiration date of the present
contract between the American Fed-
eration of Musicians (AFM) and the
four major networks nears, the ques-
tion which is most discussed in radio
circles is not whether there will be
a new contract, but whether the
musicians will work without one.
It is becoming increasingly apparent
that chances of working out a new
deal before the end of this month are
diminishing daily.

Heasons for this situation include
the legal responsibilities of James C.
Petrillo, the AFM president. Petrillo
must be in Chicago Wednesday (14)
to hear the decision in his trial on
charges of violating the Lea Act. No
matter which way the decision goes,
an appeal is certain. In addition,
Petrillo has to be in Washington to
testify before a House committee, and

Guy, AFL Tie-Up
Gets Mild Beef
From H’w’d 47

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 10.—Lacal 47,
American Federation of Musicians
(AFM) did a double take this week
and decided to voice a mild gripe to
its parent body, United American
Federation of Labor (AFL) of Los
Angeles over the latter’s recent pur-
chase of the Guy Lombardo tran-
seribed air show for sponsorship by
the AFL over KFI, Los Angelés.
Caught rather by surprise last week-
end when it became aware that AFL
was bankrolling a plattered show
beginning three days after the Pe-
trillo no-recording edict became ef-
fective (The Billboard, January 10),
Local 47 officials this week let its
views be known to AFL officials in
charge of the radio program. Ad-
mittedly, nothing can be done about
the show at present, however, since
the deal is tied up by contracts for
a minimum period.

W. J. Bassett, secretary of Los An-
geles’ Central Labor Council, of
which AFM Local 47 is a member,
explained union’s somewhat embar-
rassing position by declaring that the
show was purchased long before the
Pertrillo ban was announced, and
commitments had to be carried thru.
He added that the Lombardo seg was

1ased because of its name value
and that no inkling of a record ecrisis
was in the wind at the time. If the
Petrillo fight over recordings should
expand to include plattered air shows,
the union would unhesitantly go
along with the AFM chieftain and
drop the seg, regardless of contract
commitments, Bassett added. For the
present, however, the show would
remain on the air indefinitely, he
said.

ABC HOPES TO GLOM

g (Continued from page 5)

of Tex and Jinx on the American
‘Broadcasting Company (ABC) is
econcluded, the starting date will
‘be February 16, in the 8:30-9 p.m.,
slot. This time is now held by Opie
Cates. ABC is trying to find a new
glot for him.

The angle on the February 16 date
is that Tex McCrary is trying to get
Gen. Ike Eisenhower as first guest.
Ike becomes a civilian February 15.

-

A

the_resu‘.l_t is that he will not confer
again with web officials until late
January. With the many facets to
be settled in the new contract, broad-
casters see no chance of a pact be-
fore January 31.

Altho Petrillo said bluntly last
week that he would not permit mu-
sicians to work without a renewal,
there are many who believe he would
change his stand if an opportunity
presents. The reasons are not only
the serious effect this would have on
musician employment in the three
broadcasting centers, but the fact
that it would encourage the use of
records and transcriptions on the
networks, a development Petrillo op-
poses. All four webs are set to use
platters “liberally” if developments
warrant. '

One top New York network official
stated this week that the question
wasn’t one-gided, and that there was
no assurance that the webs would
continue without a contract. To do so,
he argued. would be to weaken their
bargaining position. Altho the webs
did go along with a contract last
year, they did so because of pending
tests as to the Lea Act’s constitution-
ality. No such contingency exists
now. The broadcaster in question
said that the webs would only agree
to a no-contract deal provided they
could use musicians in television and
FM, as well as duplicating in FM,
pending a final settlement.

RDG-Net Parleys
Still Inch Along

NEW YEI_RK, Jan. 12.—Radio Di-
rectors’ Guild (RDG) and the four
major networks were headed for still
another negotiations session tomor-
row (Tuesday) following several
meetings last week at which, it was
reported, some progress was made.
The contract in question is a new
pact to cover New York staffers and
associate directors, with the Guild
having approved a strike vote re-
cently and only last-minute action by
State authorities avoiding a walkout,

Mair_: stumbling block remaining,
according to report, is the question
of defining duties and scope of asso-
ciate directors. The Guild, essen-
tially, wants full directors’ fees paid
to associates serving in this function.
This poses a double problem. One
is of definition, and the other is the
problem of a ceiling by definition—
that is, if a definition is established,
whether the webs would permit asso-
ciates to go beyond specified chores,
thus adding to their incomes,

Progress has been made, it is said,
on the question of commissions paid
by staff directors on commercial jobs.
The present pact has them paving 25
per cent to the webs, and the direc-
tors claim this is a kickback. A com-
promise appears to be in the works,
with minimums being allowed on
which directors will not be required
to pay. Webs have offered $65 and
$20 minimums for directors and asso-
ciates, respectively.

Directors elaim that the webs' will-
ingness to negotiate stems from the
fact that it became quite apparent, as
the December 31 deadline ap-
proached, that actors, other than
those under contract, would not cross
an RDG picket line. Talks with nu=-
merous thesps bear this out.

Cut This WEAT
From the Chaff!

NEW YORK JdJan. 10 _WNétworks
have a pat set of answers to take care
of squawks by affiliated stations. But
what will the National Broadeasting
Company (NBC) do if and when it
receives a beef beamed from Lake
Worth, Fla., where Clarence L. Men-
ser, formerly NBEC veepee in charge
of programing, is now operating a
230-watt affiliate, WEAT? Menser,
some of the NBC people believe, is
too familiar with all the answers.
They think he’ll be logquacious in his
Orange Grove hideout—about, for ex-
ample, why doesn’t NBC get some
new talent, and why can’t he get
some more card rate?

Menser, whose station debuts
Thursday (15) on 1490 ke, is an
optional outlet with the Florida group
and is licensed to operate on unlim-
ited time. The ex-NBC veepee will
use as a slogan: “The voice of NBC
in the Palm Beach counties.”

WEAT is the web's 168th affiliate,

Ad Agencies

Get RWG Pact

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Radio Writ=-
ers’ Guild (RWG) this week sub-
mitted its contract proposal to adver=
tising agencies, The proposed con-
tract is the same as that recently
concluded with major networks, ex-
cept for elimination of two key
points,

Changes made in the agency ticket
eliminate the guild shop proviso and
sharing in subsidiary rights. The
guild shop could only be set up after
an election. While networks were cut
in on subsidiary rights, the feeling
was that since few agencies build
shows, but instead buy them from
outside sources, they should not be
given a cut. Webs, of course, are
constantly packaging shows and thus
are entitled to participate,

The next meeting is skedded for
February 3.

Petrillo Approves
Waxings for AFRS

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 10.—A blanket
approval of all future recordings
made for Armed Forces Radio Service
(AFRS) was given last Tuesday (6)
by American Federation of Musicians
(AFM) Prexy James C. Petrillo. AFM
Local 47 notified AFRS officials as
well as local recording studios of its

LABOR DOMINATES NEW YEAR

Webs Work Sans

decision in time for regular waxing

RAD

’48 Opens on
Note of Gloom
As Pacts Pend

Even Tele Affected Now |

(Continued from page 3)
open, as per contract, the wage scal
but is waiting for late governmen
living cost figures before notifying
the webs officially.

Television negotiations have been
held off pending clarification of the
American Guild of Variety Artists
(AGVA) problem. The union has
been going thru an internal upheaval
and since it is a party to the television
committee of the talent unions, the
unions decided to wait until the sit=
uation clarified. The demand for a
television contract will be made
shortly, however.

The director situation poses prob-
lems not only for the networks but
for other segments of the industry
ags well. The webs are all set to have
the shows handled by supervisory
personnel, but the big question is
whether they’'ll have casts to work
with. Sentiment among actors is
clearly in favor of the directors,
whose animosity they dare not incur
by crossing picket lines. Only ex-
ception to this would be actors under
contract. Should the latter refuse to
cross the picket lines—if a strike oc=
curs—they might be subject to sec-
ondary boycott charges.

There’s Always Laryngitis

While AFRA itself has not taken
and will not take an official stand
in the RDG situation, one spokesman
summed it up thus: “I wouldn't be
surprised to see a terrific number of
laryngitis cases develop®if the direc=
tors strike.”

A directors’ strike would affect
only New York-produced sustaining
and network package commercial
shows, Package shows with contract
directors would go on as usual, with
the RD(G opening its picket lines for
those involved.

of Tuesday night’s Command Per=
formance service show.

Petrillo’s okay prevents any future
misunderstandings between AFRS

and recording industry such as one
which cropped up last week when
NBC-RCA refused to record AFRS's
Personal Album airer for overseas
consumption until AFRS produced
special AFM clearance. (The Bill-
board, January 10.)
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It’s in the Family
Reviewed January 6, 1948
Sustaining via ABC

TUGSdﬂYS. 10:45"11 pam-
Producer, Bill Todman; director, Bob
Tormey; announcer, Joge O'Brien.

Current Hooperating of thn prnr:rnm
(Sustaining) .....cccue ..None

Current Hooperaiings of shm gmﬂln.:
and following (Bustaining).. .. Nome

CURRENT HOOPERATINGS EF BHDWE
ON GPI'{JEITIGH NETWORKSR

m. Enltlll:ll-ﬂ: R . [ |1
NBO: ned Skelton.. LJoaT

It's in the Fami!y is a frank pltch
by the Congress of Industrial Or-
ganizations (CIQO) for better under-
standing and appreciation of labor
and its problems. The first pro-
gram, Tuesday night, made this
clear—announcer Joe O'Brien pos-
ing the thought that perhaps the
presentation of such problems in
quiz form would improve the in-
sight of the listener,

Granted that the series gets a
good run, it seems logical to assume
that a more comprehensive under-
standing of labor’s point of view
should be the result—for the pro-
gram format is pleasantly unen-
cumbered and makes for easy lis-
tening. Questions are posed in the
form of a quiz, with two competing
husband-and-wife teams answering.
Thus, on the first show there were
John McManus, radio editor of PM,
and his wife, Marecia, and Gordon
Weber, a radio script writer, and his
frau, Jean, a researcher on Fortune.
Questions touched on historical as-
pects of labor; the CIO’s stand on
foreign aid, lowest minimum wages
allowed by law and other points of
information of national and inter-
national significance, The con=-
testants answered their gquestions
briefly but-to the point, permitting
O’Brien to get on with the show
and introduce a couple of plugs for
the CIO. These plugs explained
that the CIO family was made up
of 6,000,000 members, and hope was
expressed that once their problems
were understood, people would
support labor.

Back-to-Back With NAM

This program, incidentally, should
not be considered strictly on an in-
dividual basis. Rather, it must be
considered in relation to If's Your
Business, a gquarter-hour question-
and-answer period which immedi-
ately precedes it on the ABC net-
work. Just as the CIO show is a
frank pitch for labor as seen from
the CIO point of view, Business is
a frank statement of the point of
view of the National Association of
Manufacturers (NAM). Business is
reviewed elsewhere in this issue of
The Billboard., It may be said here,
however, that the iwo programs,
back=-to=back on the same web,
shape up as an educational venture
desizned to acquaint listeners with
diverse points of view on the Amer-
ican way of life,

One more point: While the ques-
tion-answer format is simple and
inviting, there seems to be no neces-
sity to present the CIO program
as a competition between rival
teams, The NAM program in the

preceding time slot has no competi-
tive angle—just questions and an-
swers—and the reviewer believes
the competitive angle might well be
dropped from the CIQO show. Lis-
Eirﬂ lilkely to be interested in this

of program wouldn't care

NETWORK PROGRAM

Reviews & Analyses

Rating figures used are supplied by the ©. E. Hooper or-

ganization,
and nth'-tlllﬂ &n

It’s Your Business
Reviewed January 6, 1948
Sustaining Via ABC
Tuesdays, 10:30-10:45 p.m.

Producer - director = moderator - an=
nouncer, Bill Rainey; Cast, this pro=
gram: Robert W. Stoddard, vice-presi-
dent of Wyman-Gordon Company,
Worcester, Mass.; George Olmstead,
president of the 5. D. Warren Company,
Boston:; Norman D. Macleod, president
of the Abrasive Machine Tool Com-
pany, East Providence, Mass.

Current Hooperating nf lhu prumm
(Sustailning) vea » M0N0

Current Hooperating of a'h#wu :rrm:d{n:
and following (Sustalnlng)..........None

CURRENT HOOPERATINGS OF SHOWS
ON OFPPOSITION NETWORKS

CBS, MBS: Sostaining....ccconssessnnsns None
m: '"E-Eli Etﬂm"illl EERETREE RN N

The National Association of Man-
ufacturers (NAM), according to its
own radio program, never recoms
mended that OPA and price con-
trols be killed so that prices could
come down. It said, merely, “Re-
move price controls on manufac-
tured goods and production will
step up fast. Goods will then pour
into the market and, within a rea-
sonable time, prices will adjust
themselves naturally . . .” That's
a quote from the program and the
widely published “kill OPA” ad-
vertisement.

If this is the type of word wea-
seling which is going to characterize
this program, it's a lot better off the
air. However, just to pursue the
argument: Production did go up,
as NAM spokesman Robert W.
Stoddard pointed out on the first
broadeast, but it could not meet
the post=-war demand, nor was pro=-
duction leff unhampered. It seems
there were strikes by steel workers,
for example, who for some unac-
countable reason wanted enough
money to pay the increased prices
resulting from the removal of con-
trols. Mr. Stoddard did not say
why, if the NAM was incompetent
at judging production needs, it
should hold itself competent as to
whether prices would gain or lose
under a non-control policy.

Actually, Stoddard made one of
the best arguments there is for con-
trol by pointing out that post-war
production is double that of the
pre-war record—yet it is not enough
to meet the demand, which means
that only when the demand and
supply have leveled off, will there
be an accompanying leveling in
prices,

Mr. Stoddard also argued that
tax reductions would not be in-
flationary, since people will save
more money. This, apparently, they
will do by not buying the inflation-
priced things they need—food and
clothing, mebbe,

All these are offered as examples
of the sort of specious drivel the
NAM is offering on its new question
and answer show, It's Your Busi-
ness, Perhaps the best tip-off is
that the questions, ®#ven on the first
program, had NAM on the defen-
sive. Any wonder?

Jerry Franken.

I » Data :rimwnl.ri
paign thames, elo. 5 complied
J Is based on In

which side won—but would prefer
to get the answers to an additional
question or two, Paul Ackerman.

advertlsar I:lpll'ld]l.uﬂh gam=
Interviews with agencles
t availlable Information.

Of Men and Books

Reviewed January 8, 1948
Sustaining via CBS
Thursdays, 6:15-6:30 p.m.

Estimated Talent Cost: $300. Pro-
ducer, Leon Levine; critic, first two
programs, Russell Maloney: book re-
viewed, this program, *“‘Raintree Coun-
ty,” by Ross Lockridge Jr.

Current Hooperating of the program
(Sustaining) None

Current Hooperating of show preuﬂ.[n;
(“Eric Sevareid").. i ssnsss D

Current Hooperating ni‘ lhmr fnlluwlu[
(Sustaining) ..None

CURRENT IIEIBPERAT'.INGE BF EHI.'IWE
ON OPPOSITION NETWORKS

m' mt HBG: Eﬂiﬂhinl’u-"n-..uﬂﬂnﬂ

Of Men and Books, off the air
since September, returned to the
Columbia Broadcasting System
(CBS) schedule Thursday (8) with
Russell Maloney holding down the
critic’s post. Maloney, one of the
more literate writers and lecturers,
delivered a very penerating analysis
of Ross Lockridge Jr.'s Raintree
County, published by Houghton-
Mifflin and a current Book of the
Month Club choice.

Maloney, it is understood, is set
for several weeks on the program,
but CBS is negotiating with a view
to retaining him as the permanent
emsee. This would be a happy
eventuality, for Maloney on his first
program was very impressive. He
spoke well, he made his points and
his language was interesting and
often arresting. In describing the
leading character of Raintree Coun-
ty, for instance, Maloney mentioned
that “being the hero of a best seller,
he has an eye for well-turned an-
kles.” And again, in reference to
the fact that Lockridge made a pot
of money via sale of the rights to
Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer, he stated:
“And now for a worthy {failure
thETE' is a marvelous shower of
gold.'

|||||||||||||||||||||||||

To the Point

The term ‘*worthy {failure”
seemed typical of Maloney’s critical
approach on the debut program. His
criticisms were not vague generali-
zations; rather they were specific
as to both the strong and weak
points of Lockridge’s weighty tome,
This perceptiveness on Maloney's
part gave great weight to such
statements as “Raintree County is
perceptibly superior to the average
best seller, but is far from being a
great book.,” Some listeners might
take this as a thrust at the Book of
the Month and other “clubs” which
pre-digest books for such a large
number of American readers. We
don't know whether Maloney meant
it this way—but in another part of
his talk he threw in the interesting
aside, “If there are any free-lance
readers left—" really a titillating
thought.

Maloney’s critique covered a lot
of ferritory in 15 minutes. In ad-
dition to considering the book
proper, he delved into Lockridge's
literary antecedents, showing how
the author derived from Walt
Whitman, James Joyce, Thomas
Wolfe and Margaret Mitchell, Ma-
loney also presented a number of
humorous asides gleaned from a
“hasty two-weeks reading,” and he
revealed a few interesting trade
facts likely to be of interest to the
general listener. In short, Maloney
shaped up as a top man for this type
of program. Paul Ackerman.

Robert Q. Lewis Show

Reviewed January 8, 1948
Sustaining Via CBS
MTWTF, 11:15-11:30 p.m,

Estimated Talent Cost: $2,000; pro-
ducer, Will Roland: dlreci'nr, Phll Mc=
Hugh; writers, Robert Q, Lewis, Bob
Cone; music, Howard Smith's orchestra;

Cast: Robert Q. Lewis,

If Robert Q. Lewis maintains I
anything approximating the caliber
of show he aired Thursday (8), he
should succeed in establishing him-
self as a new web personality in the
laugh brigade. After a start earlier, |
in the week with but moderately.
diverting shows, Robert Q. on this
show unveiled a sprightly sense of
humeor and an ingenious and talent-
wise manner of handling a guest
star—Rose Murphy, the left-handed
pianistic thunderbolt.

The important thing for all con=
cerned on the Lewis show is the
urgent need for adopting a policy
of patience and fortitude. Lewis
has the sort of opportunity that
radio aspirants dream about—an
across-the-board stanza in which
he is allowed full rein. True, it
puts the onus pretty squarely on
Lewis and his producer, Will Roland
—an ideal choice—but if both the
network and the performer have the
patience, and a new personality is
developed, it'll certainly be worth
it. The time has long since gone
when a star could be made playing
vaude, and the method being used
in this ecase is about all that's left
to radie. But pushing, impatience
and/or an over-anxiety for spon-
sorship can be fatal

Free and Easy

Lewis’s late-hour show is infore
mal and free and easy, opening
usually with a short monolog and
then into the featured guest spot.
Miss Murphy's piano prowess is
well known, to say the least, by
now, but Lewis turned what might
have been a shortcoming—mnamely,
her lack of facility to handle lines—
into an asset. The gimmick was
to* tell a story, punctuated by the
“chee chee” and “brrrr"” with which
Miss Murphy leavens her vocals.
It was a howl. His opening mono=
log, with a rather sly, oblique ap-
proach, was funny in a chuckle
sort of way, if not bofl,

Actually, since performers like
Miss Murphy are a rarity, Lewis
might do well to veer off the beaten
path for his guests, rather than
pursue the standard line of guest
vocalists, etc. He has an admirable
opportunity to present screwball
guests, in keeping with the quality
of the show itself, and consequently
he could undoubtedly provide both
laughs and program interest via an
assoriment of pretzel benders, noc-
turnal workers, etc.

Howard Smith, conducting a
small band, displays a good musical
comedy sense, too, well suited to
the show. Jerry Franken.

H ey IMﬂﬁencanmdmh|storv'c6'rTT ot hia
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E.T.-ers Short ™ |
On Anti-AFM §

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Transcrip= .
tion execs of top open-end waxeries
are aggravated that only seven
have agreed to shell out the
green to build the $75,000 war ches
being set up by the wax indusiry to’
fight James C. Petrillo, chief of the

(See E.T.-ers Short on § on page'14)
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Radio-Linked Diskeries in
Break With Indies on Eve

Of Hartley Group’s Hearing

Breach Reported in Anti-Petrillo Front

Wash. Court
Nixes ASCAP

Operations

‘Hasn’t Complied With Law’

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 10.—American
Society of Composers, Authors and
Publishers’ (ASCAP) hopes that its
years of trouble in the State of Wash-
ington were soon to be settled were
jolted anew last week when the State
Supreme Court ruled against the li-
censing org. Court decided that
ASCAP has not complied with the
State law (known as the anti-ASCAP
law) requiring it to have on file with
the secretary of state a complete list
of all music titles licensed by ASCAP
before org would be allowed to op-
erate in that State.

These conditions, altho at the time
felt unfillable, were honestly met, ac-
cording to ASCAP, who presented
the State with a list of its copyrighted
titles. Org then sued in the lower
court for a declaratory judgment in
an effort to get a ruling once and for
all that the matter was closed. The
lower court decided in ASCAP’s fa-
vor 'in October, 1946, when Superior
Court Judge Wright found the org
complying with the conditions im-
posed by the law.

Anti-ASCAP movement, reportedly
gpearheaded by the Washington
State Restaurant Association, turned
to the Supreme Court for a final de-
cision. According to ASCAP, the li-
censing org will study the court’s de-
cision in an effort to find how it can
better comply with the law.

75G Bounce Suit
Leveled at SCE

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 10.—Batoner
Joe Norman last week claimed $75,-
350 damages in a suit filed against
Southern California Enterprises,
owners of the Hollywood Palladium.
Norman alleged Palladium bouncers
tossed him out of the dancery palace,
beat him and kicked out two teeth
and had him arrested on a drunk
charge when he approached the terp-
gery November 20 expecting to be
admitted free of charge as a visiting
band leader.

He was found not guilty of the
gzmé? charge in jury trial December

Pluggers Love

Fields Again

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Music Pub-
lishers' Contact Employees (MPCE)
notified its members this week that
Irving Fields has been taken off the
unfair list, leaving pluggers free to
contact the pianist and his trio, cur-
t at the Crest Room.

" Fields landed on the unfair list last
October when the MPCE charged him
with unethical practices.

'Sl . Join the
g VIARCH
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Yorke to Ames

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Be-
tween the time the front cover
of this issue was printed and
deadline for the inside paper the
Yorke Brothers (who are men-
tioned in the cover caption as
having recorded Laurel Music’s
Tell Me a Story, changed their
names. The group is now called
the Ames Brothers and their
Story disk will be released
under that name.

Coast Police
Seek Obscene
Wax Control

HOLLYWOOQOD, Jan. 10.—An or=-
dinance banning manufacture, sale
and disftribution of “obscene” disks

was proposed by the board of police
commissioners to the city council.
Commissioners claim platters with
dirty lyrics are flooding the market
and are particularly prevalent in Hol-
lywood., As proposed, the law would
also prohibit sale of wire recordings
and transcriptions found by police
commissioners to be obscene.

Police have already been given the
right to crack down on sale of books
found to contain unsavory matter,
and are now seeking to extend their
authority into the recording field.

Gem in Debut;

3 Disks a Month

NEW YOREK, Jan. 10.—Nat Cochn,
of Modern Music Sales, has entered
the diskery field with his own label,
Gem Records, formed prior to the
Petrillo ban. Cohn is prexy of the
firm, while tunesmith Paul McGame
is veepee.

Waxery, which claims to have 36
masters of original tunes, mostly nov=-
elties, will market three disks a
month, with initial release due out
January 20, including Sinbad the
oailor and Manana Rhumba.

Among talent signed by Gem is the
Dolph Traymor ork.

(Continued from page 8)
some pertinent “census™ "ligures on
AFM, It will be pointed out that only
5,000 of the AFM’s reputed 225,000
members are actually cngaged in ra-
dio work, which accounts for nearly
90 per cent of the total revenue. An
even smaller number, it will be ar-

gued, are engaged in making rec-

Top Orksters
In AFM Revoli?

NEW YORE, Jan. 10.—Reports
reaching The Billboard at press time
indicate that there is movement afoot
among top name band leaders to or-
ganize a group within the American
Federation of Musicians (AFM) to
petition Chieftain Petrillo for more
prominent recognition in the federa-
tion.

It is recalled that a similar petition
was presented to Petrillo at the out-
set of the 1942-’44 disk ban and was
squashed when the AFM topper
threatened to blacklist any rebelling
union members from all work under
the jurisdiction of the Federation.

Modern Preps
East Distribs

NEW YOREK, Jan. 10.—Saul Bihari,
one of Modern Records’ top brass,
arrived in town this week from Hol-
lywood to set up Eastern distribufing
headguarters here for the Coast disk-
ery.

Bihari announced that Gloria Free-
man, formerly with Runyon Sales
Company here, would be in charge
of Modern’s new distributing offices,
at 412 West 42d Street. Prior to this

week Runyon had handled the label
in this territory.

abortive research attempts here

for the motion picture industry.

Today with the necessity for getting the most out of every song,
every record in which a substantial investment has been made, due
to the obvious exploitation obstacles created by the recording ban,
sound research can prove itself once and for all to the music and
A few companies are already toying with research
ideas and at least one plattery has already made extensive tests to
determine how effectively effective research might aid its business.
It is to be hoped that this time a solid formula will be found, and
that research will take its place as a record-music industry weapoi.

platter business,

Editorial —

“Out of Adversity”

IT’S AN TLL BAN that doesn’t develop at least one healthy industry
development, and the current American Federation of Musicians’
nixing of recording promises to be no exception to this truism. There
has been tfalk in the music-disk industries, for a number of years,
about the advisability of utilizing good sound research to plan, pro-
duce, market and merchandizse music and records.

sales potential ‘of songs and records.
know=how of the groups who have conducted such surveys in the
past has not been on a par with their enthusiasm and good intentions.

For some time now The Billboard has urged the proper use of
scientifically accurate research studies in the musie and record in-
While some of the major companies have conducted sound
studies, these have for the most part been restiricted to dealer query-
ing by distributors and other distributor-dealer engineered studies.
They have been a far cry from the type of research the radio industry
gets from C. E. Hooper, A. C, Nielsen and othel such full-fledged
research organizations, or for that matter, they have never ap-
proached the thoroness and scientific exactness of the Gallup studies

There have been
and there to pre-determine the
Unfortunately the statistical

ords. This will be offered as an argu-
ment against Petrillo’s claim that all

of AFM's members should be allowed-

gn share in radio’s and the record-
industry’s income.

Witness Line-Up

Everett Dillard, president of Con=
tinental (FM) Network, WASH-FM
(Washington) and the FM Associa-
tion, will head an FM group of wit-
nesses. The various segments of IMC
are scheduled to hold individual par=-
leys on the eve of the hearing in
order to determine the final line-up
of their witnesses. Reports reached
here from New York that Jack Kapp,
president of Decca Records, will not
be on hand for the opening of the
hearing but will be represented by
Henry Cohen, counsel, and Milton
Rackmill, executive vice-president.

The stage was set for the proceed-
ings in a lengthy parley on Capitol
Hill Friday (9) between Chairman
Hartley, of the House committee, and
three IMC representatives — legal
counsel Kaye, public relations coun=
sel Burnett, and A. D. (Jess) Wil=-
lard, executive wvice-president of
MNAB.

Hartley declared he intends to keep
the proceedings “on a dignified plane™
and he promised that he would with-
hold “any ideas on legislation,” altho
he has repeatedly indicated during
the last several months that he is
considering proposing an amendment
to the Taft-Hartley Act to prohibit
labor unions from “monopolistic
practices.”

No Side Show

“T won't permit this hearing to be-
come a side show,” Hartley said, “and
I plan to allow both sides make them=
selves heard. This will be a very
serious inquiry to find out exactly
what should be done to correct the
situation.”

The apparent disinclination by in-
dustry witnesses to recommend leg=
islative remedies in direct testimony
will provide an unusual feature of
the hearing, since it is customary for
witnesses to come prepared with such
recommendations. However, this is
considered to be part of IMC's legal
strategy in awaiting Petrillo’'s own
suggestions, if any, before the IMC
bares its hand. The second week of

the hearing may well be punctuated
by numercus suggestions from both

AFM and industry spokesmen.
Whether AFM will be represented by
any besides Petrillo is uncertain, in-
asmuch as the Hartley committee is
showing interest in questioning only
Petrillo. The AFM president is ex=-
pected to occupy the stand approxi-
mately three days.

M

Correction

-I NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—In a
story in this section last week
regarding Country Music’s effort
to force Vox diskery to with=
draw its waxing tabbed Pepper
Pot Polka because of title con-
flict, it was erroneously stated
that John Yaklevich and Russ
Hull wrote the Vox version.
Yaklevich-Hull wrote the Coun=-
try Music tune while a French-
man named Vaissaide wrote the
Vox song. Hull, as a matter
of fact, is president and owner
| of Country Music.
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Musicraft Plan Will Bring

$475,000 New Money Into
Diskery; Will Pay Debts

Bond Issne Okay Expected at Thursday Meet

*‘NEW YORE,

Jan, 10.—Musicraft Records is undertaking a new en-

largement of last August’s well-publicized refinancing plan, it was learned
this week. The supplementary feature will virtually assure the diskery some
$475,000 in fresh money via issuance and sale of bonds maturable in 10 years.
This, provided stockholders approve the plan which in the opinion of

Musicraft’s directors is a sotto voce certainty!

The plan will be presented

to stockholders at a meeting Thursday (15), according to Prexy Jack Meyera
son, who told The Billboard that the new money would be used to wipe

out most of the company’s deferred
debts and previously made loans,

In a letter sent to Musicraft stock-
holders this week, the firm cited its
need for additional working capital
to meet demands of increased produc-
tion and sales as well as to offset the
drain via heavy expenditure in pre-
Petrillo-ban waxing.

A three-point program was ad-
vanced, calling for: (1) Retirement of
existing loans thru repayment in cash
or conversion into capital stock shares
(the largest loan outstanding is one
of $200,000 obtained from the Mid-
land Marine Bank in the initial refi-
nancing last Juhe); (2) settlement on
a satisfactory basis with deferred
ereditors and with the Internal Reve-
nue Department (the diskery is seek-
ing to buy up each indebted dollar for
an unspecified number of cents) for
debts accrued prior to the advent of
the present management following
the initial refinancing plan, and (3)
provision of adequate working capital
for further biz expansion,

The government debt totals around
$160,000, while deferred creditors are
owed about $227,000, with the largest
chunk of that credited to music pubs
and material suppliers, including
some left from the defunct Jefferson-
Travis firm which originally owned
Mugsicraft. Meyerson claims that set-
tlement with deferred creditors and
the Internal Revenue Department is
progressing satisfactorily. He believes
that most debts will be settled by the
end of next week.

Under the plan to be submitted for
stockholders’ approval, Musicraft
would sell, directly or thru under-
writers, two separate bond issues with
10-year maturity. A flrst lien issue of
51e per cent bonds of $275,000 which
would be convertible into capital
stock (par value of $1) at $2.50 per
share at any time during the life of
the bonds, is reported by Meyerson to
be certain of underwriting by a group
of Philadelphia financiers headed by
Warren York., Also, $200,000 in sec-
ond-lien 6 per cent bonds with war-
rants to purchase capital stock (on
the basis of 50 shares at $2 per share

(See Musicraft Plan on page 37)

BANK GETS $500 FEES

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—Finis was
written this week to the E. B. Marks
pubbery’s lawsuit against the de-
funct Cosmo diskery and Harry Bank
(The Billboard, December 27) when
Federal Judge Henry W. Goddard
signed the findings of facts and con-
clusions of law in the case. Goddard
awarded Bank $500 counsel fees. The
suit, which the court dismissed, in-
volved the pub’s tune, Too Many Irons
in the Fire,

Vallon Opens Coast Office

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—~The Gold-
farb, Vallon & Mirenburg Ilegal=-
eagle nest this week hatched a new
Hollywood branch office, under Mike
Vallon, which will deal in personal
and business management exclu-
sively. Several of the firm’s clients,
including Beatrice Kay, Sunny Sky-
lar and Bob Russell, either reside in,
or will soon move to, the West—
hence the Coast branch,

Publicity on Ban
Seen as J anuary

Disk Sales Hypo

NEW 7YORK, Jan, 10.—Several
diskeries this week reported that
their sales for early January appear
to be building to the point where in
some cases sales are expected to top
the traditionally top disk selling
month, December. Disk execs feel
that the brisk post-holiday sales are
due' mainly to the flood of newspaper,
radio and magazine publicity which
accompanied the Petrillo ban. It is
felt that a fairly large segment of the
public may have been misled into be-
lieving that no more disks would be
available soon after the Petrillo dead-
line and that they are now trying to
build up their own home collection
backlog. :

Diskeries which say early January
biz is up include Capitol, Apollo and
Musicraft, with a number of smaller
firms also reporting increases over

222

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—MGM
diskery recording topper Harry
Meyerson was brought up on
the carpet by his wife following
the appearance of an item in
Danton Walker's column this
week which said that MGM
would soon go out of the disk
biz because it hadn’t built a
sufficient backlog to withstand
that Petrillo ban. Said Mrs.
Meverson to Harry:

“Where the heck have You
been for the past four weeks?”

Master Shelves
His Ork Baton

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—Adfter 18 years
as an ork leader, Frankie Masters
this week laid aside his baton, with
intentions of cracking radio via the
disk jockey route. Masters, who
started as a vaude house pit batoneer
and eventually went infto the travel-
ing band status, played his last date
December 31 at Greenville, Pa,, head=
ing for the West Coast immediately,
where he will lay plans for several
radio ventures. Masters is mulling
several ideas for disk shows, featur=-
ing not only himself, but in one in-
stance, his wife and vocalist, Phyllis
Miles.

Carson Harris, veteran road mane-
ager with the Masters band, is join-
ing Masters on the Coast, where he
intends to remain several months
before opening a personal manage-
ment office in Chicago.

their January, 1847, sales. Meanwhile
several of the Broadway disk marts
this week sported small window signs
explaining that the Petrillo ban
would have no immediate effect on
their stockpiles, but maybe some day
it may,

Rumors Rampant But_Capitol’s
Wallichs and ABC’s Mark Woods

Deny Web-Diskery Deal Soured

NEW YORK, Jan. 10. — Mark
Woods, president of the American
Broadcasting Company, denied here
this week that the deal between the
network and Capitol Records is defi-
nitely off. Rumors to that effect have

been kicking around in the past seve
eral days, but the web prexy main-
taings negotiations have not been
terminated,

50(:1-Suit Cha;ges
Off-Air Recording

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 10.—~Blues
shouter-batoner Roy Milton asked
50,000 damages in a suit charging
his music was recorded off the air
sans permission. Miljon named Ward
Perkins and two pressing companies,
New California Pressing Company
and Day Distribuling Company as
defendants in the action.

Milton told the court that he had
not received any money from the
sale of the records and that unless
the court restrains Perkins, latter
can record other broadcasts and
thereby make additional disks of his
music. Milton is also asking that the
court issue an injunction permanently
restraining Perkins from pressing or
disfributing these platters,

HOLLYWOQOOD, Jan, 10. — Glenn

Wallichs, Capitol Records prexy,
shrugged off rumors that the stock
merger deal between American
Broadcasting Company (ABC) and

Capitol has been called off. Wallichs
told The Billboard:

“Ag far as I know, there has been
no change in the status of the ABCa-
Capitol negotiations and that these
are continuing as before.”

Wallichs and ABC-topper, Ed No-
ble, huddled when the latter was on
the Coast last month but further ac-
tion was left up to the net's board of
directors. Strong rumors here earlier
this week persisted that merger talks
between both companies had reached
an impasse and the whole deal was
called off. Some sources in the know
claimed the reason for breakdown in
talks is that if it did go thru Capitol
would have to get the green light
from all its stockholders. Present
Cap stock would have to be recalled
and new stock, covering the merged
firms, would then be issued in ex-
change. Since Cap has too many
stockholders to be reached individual-
Iv to make this transaction possible,
deal was alleged to have fizzled. These
sources also poinied out that ABC in-
sisted upon bringing in all of Cap’s
stock and would not go for a majority
stock deal

These rumors, however, were dis-
counted by Cap, firm claiming that it
had not been informed of any change
in deal’s status.
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Cole Pub Deal
With B-VH

Is Finalized

NEW YORK, Jan. 10.—5Shift of the
King Cole Music publishing set-up
from Capitol Songs to Burke and Van
Heusen (B-VH) was finalized this
weele, The Cole pubbery will be=-
come Progressive Music, a new af-
filiate of B-VH, fully owned by Cole’
and Carlos Gastel, his manager, Pro-
gressive will take over all of the Cole
copyrights now with Capitol Songs
and B-VH will serve only as a sell=
ing agent.

The deal was completed when
Capitol's Mickey Goldsen agreed to
relinquish the Cole copyrights in ex-
change for 30 per cent of the total
mechanical royalties accrued on all
copyrights dated prior to January 1,
1948. Goldsen will not share in
sheet sales. But his mechanical roy=
alty deal will leave Progressive only
20 per cent of the royalties since
tunes’ writers must get 50 per cent.

The previously reported shift of the
otan Kenton-Leslie Musie firm to
B-VH, as part of a Gastel properties”
package deal which included Cole
and possibly the Peggy Lee-Dave
Barbour firm, was nixed this week
with Leslie remaining at Capitol
Songs. Lee-Barbour also will re=-
main with Cap. The B-VH firm al-
ready has another Gastel property,
Mel Torme, under a writer's pact.

Midwestern Ops

AccentEconomy;

AFMLocal Angle

CHICAGO, Jan. 10.—More evi-
dence that Midwest hotel and dancery
location ops are launching a dance
band economy wave stacked up here
this week.

First steps in the direction of cut=
ting the nut came from Alice Mec-
Mahon, op of the Indiana Roof, Indian=-
apolis, who will knock off her Wed-
nesday night dancing, cutting down
to a Friday thru Sunday night oper=-
ation. Will Witting, Pla Mor, Kansas
City, Mo., boss, is cutting out a night
of old-time dancing in the middle of
the week. He will play Thursday
thru Sunday nights, drop the special
band used for old-timers, and use a
road band to play the remaining old-
time night on Friday.

Also, reports are strong here that
location ops are going to their Amer-
ican Federation of Musicians' locals,
trying to work out a decreased scale
for their spots. Ops offer union
execs a deal, whereby they will play
more local bands per year, if
union will equal the local employ=
ment suggestion with a drop in scale,
Ops point out that they are h