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Opera, Ballef

Work Holds
Steady Pace

Local Groups on
Rise for Singers;
Ballet Status Quo

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Tho the
general work plcture for members
of the American Guild of Music
Artizsts (AGMA) is reported to be
only a little off from that of last
yvear, the scene of activily has
shifted from road companies o
local opern companies. Only two
opera groups are slated to tour—
even Fortune Gallo's San Carlo
Opera Company is not set for the
road. Ballet employment, how-
ever, 1s glated to remain fairly con-
stant, with little or no change in
the number of touring companies
or the amount of work available.

Television, say AGMA execs, has
done little to increase interest in
either opera or ballel. They point
out that individual artists can find
work in video, filling spots In vari-
ety shows, but not much additional
work is avallable to chorus per-
formers.

Slated to hit the rond again this

{Continued om page 12)

SHULBERGS,
POP AND BUDD,
A TELE TEAM

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. —
Budd Shulberg, whose latest
novel, The Disenchanted, is
the No. 1 U. 8. geller, ig team-
ing up with his father as
writer and producer, respec-
tively, of a new TV show. It
marks not only the first fa-
ther-son collaboration of this
sort for video, but also the
vounger Shulberg's first reg-
ular TV stint—if sold. Pre-
viously, he's done only adap-
tations,

Show is being called Tales
of Hollywood, and will chroni-
cle the lives of a group of six
Hollywood film characters.
The stories will be originals,
and the package will be done
via film. Asking price, with
Ted Ashley and Ira Steiner
handling is $16,000 weekly,

First of the stories has just
been screened, with BSidney
Blackmer and Jane Wryatt
handling the leads, and Mar-
ion Gering, legit-film director,
megeing., Next episode 1o be
filmed will star Pat O'Brien.

Jobs, Song §$
In Demo Disks

NEW YORE, Jan. 27.—The
demonstration record, years ago a
comparative rarily, has assumed
such Importance in the music
business that it is now (1) the
chief medium for selling sonpgs:
(2) a springboard for talent; (3)
an Inereasingly important means
of making a living for wvocalists
and instrumentalists technically at
liberty.

One voculist, once well known
on network programs and for years
a standard name on transeriptions,
admits that he now makes pbout
half of his income via demonstra-

{Continued on page 12)

Name Writers
Are TV Letdown

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The pub-
lished works of any name novelist
—no matter how pruliﬁc he may be
—eannot furnish enough material
for continuous dramatie program-
ing, according to network video
execs. Meanwhile, TV producers

(Continued on page 6)

Petrillo Hit
First by Wage-
Price Freeze

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27—En-
tertainment industry’s biggest im-
mediate impact from the long-
expected wage-price freeze, which
was clamped on the nation yes-
terday, will be felt In American
Federation of Musicians’ wage
hike mnegotiations with the net-
works., According to current in-
terpretation of the order, AFM
Prexy James C. Petrillo will have
lo carry the negotiations to the
Wage Stabilization Board or aban-
don the move for a wage hike,

With the wage freeze beécoming
eflective as of vesterday, Economic
Stabilization Agency hxmkesmm:
indicated that the AFM negotin-
Lions, like United Mine Workers',
would have {o be carried to the
Wage Stabilization Board or be
dropped. The January 31 dead-
line of both contracts are identical.
Wage Stabilizer Cyrus Ching ac-
knowledged that the order, which
15 written in highly general terms,
i= merely a “stop-gap” to hold
the line preparatory to Issuance
of specific price freeze lists and
wage formulas.

No Effeet on TY-AM

Ching specified that the wage
freeze will have no application to
fees paid on radio and TV. In
reference to this, he said: "We
don't bother with those industries
which we can't do anvthing with."
Ching apparently was referring to
exemptions specified in the De-
fense Production Act under which
the wage-price order was imposed.

{Continued on page 20)

ATOM & HELL
BOMB STORIES
IN DISK ALBUMS

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—RCA
Victor will shortly release two
diskk albums edited from an
NBC radio series on the atom
bomb titled The Quick and the
Dead. Albums, in all three
speeds, are scheduled for re-
lease March 3.

The shows were first aired
as four one-half-hour stanzas
last July and later were con-
solidated into a repeat hour
and a half show. It was from
a lape of this show that the
albums were cut,

The program was produced
by Fred Friendly and scripted
by Friendly and William
Laurence. Cast includes Bob
Hope, Helen Hayes and re-
corded bits by such notables
as Franklin D, Roosevelt, Win-
ston Churchill, General Eisen-
nhower and others. The first
sel is devoled to the atom
bomb, the second to the hy-
drogen bomb,

Agents Beef
Re Club Code

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Members
of Artists Representatives Associa-
tion from all over the eountry ob-
jected to the American Guild of
Variety Artists’ new club date code
al their meeling here Tuesdey
night (23).

Chmf complaints were leveled
at the insurance plan and the dis-
| closure of club acts’ salaries. Un-

(Continued on page J6)

TSK! SO SLOPPY
WITH EDUCATION

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27—
The National Association of
Educational Broadeasters whao
had monitored New York
City's seven-station lelevision
output for a week, had [is
jumbo-sized report, with nu-
meroius tables, charts, etc,

ready for presentation to L’ru:
Federa]l Communications Com-
mission here this week, when
someone discovered a slight
typographical error,

Imprinted on the face'of the
blue cover nl’ the report were
the words: “Study No. 1, pre-
pired by the National Assm:ln-
tion of Broadcasters” The
printer had left out the word
‘“'?'.!ul:atiﬂnal."

Legislation and Prior Deals
May Rescue TV Grid Casts

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The ane-
year “maoral ban™ on TV pick-ups
of college football next fall may be
quashed quickly despite virtually
unanimous vocal support at the re-
cent Dallas meeting of the National

Nix Indianapolis
Speedway TVCasts
After 2-Year Test

INDIANAPOLIS, Jan. 27.—The
300-mile auto race will not be
televized this vear, -according to
officials of the Indianapolis Motor
Speedway.

Official confirmation of the de-
cision against TV has not been
received by WFBM-TYV, which
carried a telecast of the race in
1940 and 1850, accarding to Wil-
Ham Kiley, WFBM commercial
manager.

Top track officials apparently
are inclined to-believe reports that
TV has hurt attendance in other
sports, and the speedway received
no remuneration for its two tele-
casts.
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[‘n][_ﬁ;:i{ite Alhletie Association.
Indications this week were that
several' State colleges may be

forced by legislation to televise,
and that others have legal commit-
ments,

First wedge, which may itself
prove decisive, is legislation pend-
ing in at least four States which
would require the State universi-
ties to sell video rights as a re-
quirement to getting State funds
for educational needs. States with

Judy Holliday’s Click
May Earn Her Own Show

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. — Smash
success scored by Judy Holliday on
NBC's No. 1 radio series, The Big
Show, Sunday (21), has led to web
attempts to build a situstion
comedy series for the comedienne.
Discussions between NBC and Wil-
llam Morris office, which reps the
star,,were underway thiz weel,

Miss Holliday difl & routine en

Big Show from her legit-film hit,
Born Yesterday, and followed with

lah Bankh show's emsee.

8 boff r:nrn::dy routine with Tallus
_rLﬂL unnnmnn:l.; &y

S N

such measures on tap Include
Minnesota, Michigan, California
and Washington, with Ohio likely
to follow suit shortly
nificant that these actions follow
the NCAA ban by only about two

(Continued on page 43)

Willingers Back
To Life in Record
Album Due in Fall

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 27.—An al-
bum of the late Will Rogers' radio
programs will be marketed nation-
ally next fall. Arnold Marquis
Productions has contracted with
the Will Rogers Estate for the
diskings; however, the estale holds
all rights. Platters will be released
at the same time Warner Brosg'
life story of Rogers iz completed.
Tracks include Rogers’ broadeasts
made belween 1933 and 1038,  °

For the past four months, Mar-
quis has been restoring all exist-
ing Rogers' i'ucurdiuaa. The fran-
scriptions will be laped and re-
leased thru a major disk ﬂ;-m,m
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AMAM, AMAM HO

Radio's Gains in TV Homes
Makes Bums of Undertakers

AM Listening
Up in Hottest
Video Markets

Pulse Study Shows
Top Tele Programs
Didn’t Halt Climb

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—Increas-
ing evidence [s accumulating to
indicate that the oracies who pre-
dicted television would bury radio
were wrong—but wrong for real

Latest figures for radio listening
in television homes show that in
the three most important U. S.
markets, AM has been making
sleady and constant gains. The
muarkets are New York, Chicago
and Philadelphia.

Hadio execs are particularly
hopped up about Lthis persistent
trend, arguing that the past six
months have seen TV’'s greatest

| program nih‘rings and that, despite

this cnmpﬂtllmn radio chalked up
its gains. Research men also de-
clare that the increased AM use
in TV homes represents a “double

{Continued on page 7

Justice Dept.
Eye on Music

NEW YOREK, Jan. 27. — Thsa
lm'-:-d States Department of
Justice has again turned its spot-
light on the music industry.

The department. which less than
a year ago closed a consent decree
with the American Society of
Composers, Authors and Publish-
ers, has opened an investigation
of the music publishing business,
The immediate concern of the
Justice Depariment is believed to
be allegations of price-fixing in the
selling of sheet music.

However, the investigation Iis
being carried forward by the anti-
(Continued on page 10)

A DISK SERUTAN

NEW YORK, Jan. 27—The
Columbia Records interna-
tional division went into re-
verse this week with the re-
lease of a backward disking of
Oh, Mama, Mama, 3 Waller
Solek polka platter.

The project is the brain-
child of Columbis’s George
Avakian, in charge of a. and

*T. for international platters,
who got the idea of running
off some inped masters back-
wiard to see what they
sounded like. The Solek dislk
wits peculiarly pleasing when
Beard from right to left, and
that’s how it was pressed up.

Even label credits will be
printed backward—with the
exception of the word “Co-
lumbia®™—which will appear in
the orthodox rnhiﬁn by ad-
'ﬂi‘-‘ﬂ of the wn:et':'.rl hnl de=

r
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Billboard Backstage

By JOE CSIDA

Beejay Reed, our switchboard proprietor, rang me a while back
and said, “The Countess De Vaulchier would like to speak with you."
Being acquainted with a fair number of comics, professional and
otherwise, I figured this was le departmente rib, but always willin
to go along, I took the call

It turned out to be a sure-enough countess. La Vicomtesse De
Vaulchier to be exact. The lady, it developed, wished to induce me
to run in The Billboard a story, which all the seemingly more logical
newspapers and magazines had turned down, because (according to
la Vicomtesse) they feared it might jeopardize their cosmetic adver-
tising. The story concerned a secret formula for making new faces
out of old, without benefit of anesthetie, surgery, hospitalization or
pain. La Vicomtesse, herself, she said, had had this goo smeared on
her, and 14 days later had come up with the face she possessed at the
age of, say, 20 or 30, tho she was now 56. Being as skeptical as the
next editor, but the type of operator who never passes up a story
possibility, no matter how apparently weird, I made a date with
the countess.

Minus Wrinkle No. 1

Last week she came up to the office. Her face, in truth, was
smooth and without wrinkle No. 1. Not even any wrinkle lines around
the eves or on the forehead. It was rather shiny, but then I have seen
faces untampered with, which were also shiny. Otherwise, as far
as I could judge, she might have been anywhere from 40 to the 56
years. she claims, and which I have no reason to doubt.

She had with her a certain amount of photographic and other
documentation of the somewhat amazing process she was pitching.
But she herself was as interesting as the story of the process. Seven
years ago, she said, she had survived a broken back, a spinal concus-
sion, 2 brain concussion, three months of blindness, three years of
invalidism. She had been sent to Arizona by specialists to live out
what they predicted would be her severely limited days. "I lived and
rode, naked and alone in the desert at temperatures ranging from
120 to 130 degrees, she said, "but I conquered the staphylecoccus that
ﬁasﬂsuppnsed to kill me. And 1 had traded my coemplexion for my
ife.

{Confinued on page 42)

Washingfon Once-Over

By BEN ATLAS

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27.—Defense Department is getting lit-
erally hundreds of letters from troupers anxious to entertain G.I.'s.
Trouble is, most of the inquiring entertainers, according to Defense
Department, want to sign up for paid tours to Europe. Special Service

_ .. _-—dbnsion brass at the Fentagnn are drafting a stock answer which

will say, in effect: “Uncle Sam isn't signing anybody up for paid
entertainment tours of Europe or any other place right now—but
you're welcome to enlist as a G.1." -

In the words of one Pentagon topsider, entertaining the troops
currently is “a fairly gratuitous proposition.” Special Service divi-
sion doesn't have funds to haul and pay civilian talent to overseas
installations. But, frequently assembled from talent already on the
scene, “in Europe, we're using European troupers and some few
American professionals who happen to be on hand,” said a spokes-
man.” In the Far East, it's a case of getting free service from lads
who can afford it—folks of the caliber of the late Al Jolson.”

_Situation isn't expected to alter much for a while, at least not
until Camp Shows, Inc., gets rolling.

Longhairs' Look Spurs
FCC To Review Video. . .

Federal Communications Commission is not planning a Blue Book
for TV, but the ageney has quietly sharpened its serutiny of logs from
commercial TV stations. Commission’s interest has been heightened
ever since the nation’s educators began their drive for a block of
reserved TV channels, FCC isn't departing from customary pro-
cedure in looking over programs, but one high FCC'er said: *With
so much controversy having erupted over content of commercial
television programs, we can't avoid giving more attention.”

Commission's new attitude has had some influence on the
agency's waiting until Monday (31) to do something about pending
video license renewals. FCC's meeting on the renewals is {ﬁerally
on the eve of the Tuesday (1) expiration deadline of more than two
score. However, lots of other business, including the TV allocations

{Continued on page 43)

Picture Business

By LEE ZHITO

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 27.—Motion pieture industry is recovering
from its first bad case of television jitters, and for the first time is be-
ginning to realize that it and the new entertainment medium can
prosper side by side. Indusiry has been heartened by the general up-
surge in box office grosses thruout the country despite the growth of
television. M. J. Wolf, head of a Midwestern theater chain and chief
barker of the Variety Clubs, said here that Hollywood's improved
product and its ability to harness TV on its own behalf is responsible
for the industry's brightening outlook. Woll, in town to participate in
the salute to local tent's new barker, Dave Bershon, said box office
conditions thruout the country show that patrons can enjoy both
movies and TV and are returning to the theaters.

Tide Turning, Favors
Flicks Over TV . . .

Latest Woodbury College survey of more than 3,000 California TV
set owners showed the tide's turning in favor of motion pictures. Wood-
bury’s study of viewer habits revealed that TV still holds a firm grasp
on its audience, but for the first time TV set owners reported increased
theater attendance as compared to earlier surveys. Some interpreting
these results contend that once the tele set’s novelty has waned, viewers
become more selective and will leave the glass screen more often in
favor of other forms of entertainment. Others argue that industry's
concerted campaign to sell people on movies (“Pictures are better than
ever”) is paying off as is Hollywhood's efforts to live up to that slogan.
Frothy fare no longer is in the top grossing bracket, with only the
better productions Born Yesterday, Cyrano De Bergerac, All About Eve,
Sunset Boulevard filling the till.

The Silver Lining

Behind War Clouds . . .

Some in the industry find a bright spark in the darkening war
clouds, and point to emergency curbs on TV set production and Wash-
ington’s freeze on channels as a saving factor for the movie industry.
These restrictions, it is felt, will allow the picture people an oppor-
tunity to gear itself for combatting competition from the home sets.
National emergency has applied the brakes temporarily to TV's devel-
opment, and the duration will allow those producers and exhibitors

: : (Continued on page 42)

EDITORIAL

A Suggestion to CISIR

. The case of Jean Muir and the more recent heated contro-
versi.' over the Columbia Broadcasting System request for a
loyalty oath from its employees are just two instances demon-
strating the great stake show business and its people (along with
all Americans) have in President Truman's newly created Com-

mission on Internal Security

and Individual Rights. Gen-

eral sentiment seems to be that the choice of retired Fleet Ad-
miral Chester Nimitz as head of the commission iz an excellent
one, and it is to be hoped that the eight other members, yet to
be named, will be of equally high intellectual and moral char-

acter.

Considering the impact show business and its people have
on the public consciousness (as compared to organizations and
persons in most other industries) it may not be improper to
suggest that at least one member of the commission come from

the ranks of some phase of show business . .

. or at the very

least, that at least one of the members be a person reasonably
familiar with, and sympathetic to, show business’s sometime

unigue and peculiar problems.

WHO'S WHO? '

Two Smiths,
Both Have

‘Brown Eyes’

NEW YORK, Jan. 27. — A tune
titled Beautiful Brown Eyes, by
one Arthur Smith, occasioned some
small consternation here this week
until it was learned that there are
two entirely different songs mak-
ing the rounds under that title—
each by a different writer named
Arthur Smith, '

One of the tunes is published by
Bobby Mellin, and written by the
Arthur Smith who records for
MGM. The other iz published by
American Music, and was writien
by a fiddle-playing Arthur Smith
from Texas. Both tunes are in the
folk idiom. The American Music
version has been recorded by Lisa
Kirk for Victor and Jimmy Wakely
for Capitol; the Mellin copyright
was waxed on the Tennessee label
and has been making a stir in the
Nashville region,

The MGM Arthur Smith is re-
cording the Mellin number; Amer-
ican Music queried MGM about a
license and were told that the tune
was positively a Mellin copyright.
Confusion was cleared up when
the different wversions of the tune
were played back-to-back, and the
separate identity of the Arthur
Smith's was subsequently dis-
covered.

Switcheroo as

Vaude Cribs
Video Talent

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—The tal-
ent search, started when TV hit its
full stride, has .finally made the
complete cycle. When the big hunt
began, video producers were
haunting small clubs and waude
houses for new faces. This week,
however, the eight-act bill at the
Palace Theater includes four acts
“found” on the Robert Q. Lewis
CES net show, The Show Goes On.
On the bill are Harmonieca Plaver
Alan Shackner, Comic Danny
Shaw, the Martez and Lucia dance
team and Singer Lillian Shelby.

Talent handlers used to bring a
new act into the big city for a

(Continued on page 43)
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Oath Objectors
To Be Heard
By CBS Board

NEW YORK, Jan. 27.—CBS this
week set up a board to consider
cases of its emplovees who have
refused to sign its loyalty state-
ment, but have mitigating circum-
stances in their faver. The mem-
bership of the board has nol been
learned, but it is believed former
FBI man Al Berry, now employed
by CBS, will sit on the board.

Meanwhile, CBS this week fired
one of il= secretaries because she
would not sign the oath. Her dis-
missal came after she told Ler su-
pervisor that she would not sign.
In further conferences with Joe
Ream, exec veepee of CBS, she
stoutly maintained her position as
a matter of principle, altho she
stated she had never been a mem-
ber of a subversive organization.

While she is the only employee
of the web who has gone on record
against signing the oath, it is
known -that several writers and di-
rectors working for CBS have not
turned in their loyalty pledges.
Ream said that as yet no deadline
has been set for so doing. Until
the web takes such action, these
employees, it has been learned,
will not accede to the request.

A counter-action to the loyalty
oath was taken this week when
the Radio Writers' Guild asked and
received aproval from its mem-
bership to hold a mass meeting to
mobilize against CBS. Before such
a meeting can be called, however,
the authors' league must give the
RWG the green light.

The RWG committee also has set
up & publicity committee whose
task it will be to marshal Lhe
public in a letter campaign o
sponsors and networks, expressing
disapproval of the loyalty oath.

‘Guys, Dolls’ Gets
Showing in H'wood

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 27.—Cur-
rent Stem attraction, Guys and
Dolls, will be presented here by
the Civic Light Opera Associa-
tion. Opening date has not been
determined.

Guys will be produced here with
Cy Feuer working out of New
York, and Ernest Martin handling
casting in Los Angeles, Two pro-
ducers will work in conjunction
with Frank Loesser, words and
music cleffer; Abe Burrows and
Joe Swerling, book co-authors;
George 5. Kaufman, stage direc-
tion, and Michael Kidd, who staged
dances and musical numbers,

RCA To Promote
Brotherhood Week

HOLLYWOQOD, Jan. 27.—RCA
Victor this week cut 2,200 spois
for the promotion of Brotherhood
Week, February 18-25. Hollywood

‘eo-ordinating committee produced

the spots which range in length
from 15 to 58 seconds. Eighteen
pix, radio and sports personalities
participated in the event. They
were Lew Avres, Lionel Barry-
more, Jack Benny, Edgar Bergen
and Charlie McCarthy, Broderick
Crawford, Glenn Ford, William
Holden, Gordon MacRae, Groucho
Marx, George Murphy, Dennis
O'Keefe, Jackie Robinson, Ginger
Rogers, Ann Sothern, Lewis Stone,
Loretta Young, Robert Young and
Harry Wismer.

London
Dispatch

LONDON, Jan. 27.—The Associa-
tion of Cine and Allied Technicians
put forward a proposal this week
to limit by law the number of hours
a child film actor (under 13) may
work per week, Legally in Britaln
under-13's are not allowed to work
at all. In the recent 20th Century-
Fox film, The Mudlark, made here,
the name-part was played by un-
der-age Andrew Ray. It is re-
ported that some of the newspapers
agreed not to publish the fact until
the picture was finished.

To Release Last
Carole Landis Film . . .

After mouldering three years on
the shelf, Carole Landis's last pie-
ture, made here before her death,
has just been released. Leading
man Carroll Levis is just recover-
ing from a breakdown brought on
by his part in the film, The plot
has two murders, ends with Carole
in the death-house. For release, the
film has been retitled. Originally
The Brass Monkey, it goes out on
the circuits as The Lucky Mascot.

The new fuel-saving order to
combat the coal shortage has
dimmed the West End to a dull im-
mediate-postwar glimmer, All dis-
play lighting, including electricity,
gas, oil and candles, are banned.
Only exception is electricity gen-
erated by windmills.

Film boss Sir Alexander Korda,
57, is bed-ridden with glandular
fever, has shaved 14 pounds off his
ample 182, :

License Dodgers
Clip BBC Television . . .

The BBC is losing many thous-
ands of dollars a day from the
growing pirate army of TV ($5.60
a year) license dodgers. Licenses
issued up to this month total 549,-
200. Trade figures show that over

{Continued on page 42)

Paris
Peek

By ART ROSETT

PARIS, Jan. 27.—Knickerbocker
Holiday closed January 20 after a
short run, and with the final cur-
tain passes the American Theater
of Paris after a futile struggle for
existence since July, 1949, Pro-
fessional and amateur stage peaple
formed the nucleus whose per-
formances drew a following from
the American colony and French-
men interested in American cul-
ture, Subtitles in French were
flashed on a screen near the stage
for the benefit of those not under-
standing English. Productions dur-
ing American Theater's existence
included full-length and one-act
plays by Tennessee Williams,
Thornton Wilder, William Saroyan,
Courteline and Jean-FPaul Sartire.
Anne Gerlette, producer and di-
rector, said the company was clos-
ing because “we came to the end
of our shoestring." Losses for the
operation totaled only $5,000. Miss
Gerlette said the company would
reorganize if funds could be found
to guarantee a six-month run.

Cirque in Flesh Now,
Bul Strictly Human . . .

Cirque Medrano has taken the
wild animals out of the place, and
for the first time in its almost 100-
year-old history, opened with a
flesh show — Hollywood Extrava-
ganza. Opening night was done up
in the best Hollywood fashion.
House was crammed with celebri-
ties, Most glamorous was Mis-
tinguette.

The Big Jump Across

A Yery Small World . . .

Peg Leg Bates can't get over how
small the world is. He closed Jan-
uary 10 at the Roosevelt Theater
in Richmond, Va., and opened at
the Medrano on the 14th, He's
booked in for four months but,
judging from the reception his rou-
tine received, he'll be here longer.
Peg Leg is wearing the same cos-
tumes he wore in the Ken Murray
Blackouts in 1948, . . . Harry
Bloom, indie agent, is booking fu-
ture work for Medrano people
thruout Germany and the Scandi-
navian countries. . . ., If som
terprising impresario would
a two-hour rodeo here hé SWould

(Continued on page 43)
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NLRB Upholds
AFM Position on
Stand-By Bands

Akron Local Wins
Test Case; Victory
Seen Easing T-H Ban

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27.—In a
far-reaching case 'involving the
Palace Theater, Akron, and Local
24, American Federation of Musi-
clans, the National Labor Rela-
tions Board yesterday (28) ruled
that the “featherbedding™ ban of
the Taft-Hartley Act does not pro-
hibit unions from seeking actual
employment for members, even tho
the employer does not want or
need such services and is unwilling
to accept’ them.

Dismissing a complaint against
the union's local filed by Gamble
Enterprises, Inc., New York City,
owner of the Palace Theater,
Akron, the beoard in a majority
decision ruled that the local did
not wviolate the T-H Act's anti-
featherbedding provision by de-
manding that the house employ a
local orchestra to play a certain
number of separate engagements
as a condition to the local giving
its consent for traveling name
bands to play at the theater. The
majority on the board held that
this does not constitute an illegal
demand for employment of a
stand-by orchestra.

Two Not Voting

The majority decision was signed
by board members Abe Murdock
and Paul L. Styles, Board member
James J. Revnolds Jr. dissented.
Chairman Paul M. Herzog and
board member John M. Houston
did not participate,

The majority decision contended
that the anti-featherbedding pro-
vision of the T-H Act was “not
intended to reach cases where a
labor organization seeks actual
employment for its members, even
in situations where the employer
does not want, does not need and
is not willing to accept such serv-
ices.” The decision went on to
point out that “whether it is de-
sirable that such objective should
ba made the subject of an unfair
labor practice is a matter for fur-
ther congressional action."” The
decision wvolced belief, tho, that
the objective *is not proseribed”
by the law's “limited provisions."

Revnolds' dissent ecomplained
that, under the majority's inter-
pretation of the law, “unions can
avoid liability in all eircumstances
by the simple expedient of insist-
ing upon the performance of non-
existent and unwanted work
tasks." “In consequence,” con-
tinued Reynolds, ‘“the statutory
provision becomes a nullity for all
practical purposes.”

The majority decision held that
the union had sought to compel

(Continued on page 11)
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OTHER REVIEWS
IN DEPARTMENTS

;. Bach week The Billboard
presents here highlight re-
views of shows from wvarious
sections of show business.
Reviews normally carried in
any or all of the individual
departments of the paper
(Television, - Radio, Music,
Records, Night Clubs, Vaude-
ville, and Legitimate Theater,
Circuses, Arenas, etc.) may
appear here from time to time,
The individual department re-
view sections, however, con-
tinue as in the past, so that
even tho one or more tele-
vision reviews, for example,
appear in the columns of this
page, full television reviews
of many other shows, follow-
up reviews under the heading
Another Look, and such fea-
tures as Television Talent &
Show Tips will continue as a
weekly feature of the Tele-
vision Department, Same goes
for review sections of all de-
partments of the paper. Lists
of credits for reviews on this
page will follow the end of
each review, usually in the
departmental space.

1950 Sad, But
Decade Triples
Uncle's Takes

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27.—The
1950 yield from the federal general
admissions, cabaret and roof gard-
ens taxes showed substantial losses
from the previous calendar year,
it was revealed this week in offi-
rial Internal Revenue Bureau
computations. o

At the same time, an‘nﬂmal
tally of figures on eateries and
drinkeries surveyed in the 18948
census showed that grosses In
these establishments In the na-
tion tripled in the 10-year period
between 1939 and 1048, rising to
a colossal $10,500,000,000 a year.

The figures on eateries and
drinkeries came from the U. S.
Bureau of the Census. They
showed New York State continu-
ing in top rank in sales volume
and the number of establishments,
with California second. Illinois
moved from fourth place in the
1939 census to third place in the
latest census, while Pennsylvania
ranks fourth, and Ohio, fifth.
The number of drinkeries shown

the latest business census

{Continued on page 36)

Phono Makers
Rack 52 Mils
In Banner ‘50

WASHINGTON, Jan. 27.—He-
flacting a banner yvear in sales vol-
ume, phonns and components
yvielded a whopping total of $52,-
504,816 in the 1950 calendar year,
a gain of nearly $12,000,000
over the preceding vear, it
was disclosed this week in of-
ficial Internal Revenue Bureau
compilations.

Altho the year started off with
shrinkages in the tax yield for the
months of January and February,
gains were registered consistently
every month after that. Biggest
was October, when the Federal
take was $5,892,095 more than
twice the amount collected in the
corresponding month the previous
year.

Tax officlals can't recall a year
when the vield for this levy was
as great and as consistently good.
In six of the months, gains over
corresponding months of the pre-
vious vear were over $1,000,000.
In three of these months, increases
of well over $2,000,000 each were
chalked up, while one of them
showed a gain that nearly reached
the $3,000,000 mark.

After starting with a shrinkage
of %1,074,735 in January and
£868,284 in February, the tax re-
turn showed a $707,691 increase in
March, then narrowly squeaked
thru for a $6,726 gain in April,
rose to an %841,546 increase in
May, and a $1,832,967 gain in
June.

For the balance of the year the

in

yields were as follows: July, $3,-|"

062,120, up $158,459; August, $4,-
760,963, up $2,864,431; September,
E.E,Eig,zt}m up $1,290,144; October,
$5,892,095, up $2,992,208: Novem-
ber, $5,359,059, up $2,219,903, and
December, $5,483,962, up §984,511.

RECORDS

Durante-Traubel Disk Bow
A Cinch for Strong Jock Play

With a bottle of Cepacol and a
box of Kleenex on the piano to
fight off a cold (not in de troat,
just de nose), and otherwise some-
what subdued by that intangible,
but nevertheless potent RCA Vie-
tor Red Seal atmosphere, Jimmy
Durante made his disk bow for the
Radio Corporation longhair label
at a New York session Friday (26).
Duetting with him on the preem
date was Metopera star Helen
Traubel,

The Durante-Traubel team has
already demonstrated its ability
to break up the joint via their AM
and video shots (see “Another
Look" this issue), and, on this
preem platter date, they did two
numbers previously tested and

By JOE CSIDA

proved sock In those media: The
Song’'s Gotta Come From the Heart
{an old film tune with special ad-
ditional lyrics) and A Real Piano
Player (with RBill Bailey, Won't
You Please Come Home interpola-
tions).

Whether the kick-off record will
land in the best seller charts is a
guestion, tho it should certainly
enjoy brisk counter trade, It is a
cinch to get some of the heftiest
disk jockey play the trade has evet
seen,

Miss Traubel Rocks “*Heart™

Both numbers move and are
loaded with deft Duranteisms:
What made Melicure (Lauritz
Melchior, of course) a big hit on

the stage? . .. Dis'll rock the Krem-
lin . . . ete., and Miss Traubel iz as
perfect a mate for the Schnozz as
has yet been unearthed. To begin
with, she patently enjoys work-
ing with him, which comes thru
gaily on the record, and surpris=-
ingly enough she really rocks a
rhythm number, as amply demon=
strated in the solo chorus of Heart,
which she takes., Durante's deli-
cate tones were hardly bothered by
hiz cold, nose or throat. -

Even considering the subdued
atmosphere, it's unfortunate that
some of the session's asides
couldn't have been put on the plat-
ter. After the first take, when

{Continued on page 12)

TELEVISION

Sweet and Gentle Morgan'’s
Reverse Talent Hunt Spotty

This is a weird sort of show,
with an engaging premise that
could lead to a lot of fun. The
premiere was spotty, large-
ly because Henry Morgan,
the star, and the others
concerned seemed to press
too much. The format is

i a reverse talent hunt—
which stems 'way back to when
Major Bowes used to rig his early-
day tyro programs with wacky
contestants and then give them
the gong—and to the Cherry Sis-
ters before that,

Another hindrance seemed to be
Morgan's insistenre, and presum-
ably the Ward Wheelock Agency's
insistence, that he be real sweet
and nice, Here is a guy whose

By JERRY FRANKEN

original start as a comic was based
on a wonderfully off-beat, sar-
donic and often caustic wit. On
the first half of this show, tho, he
seemed too gentle, and It wasn't
until he got going with a reluctant
singing cockatoo that he produced
the hearty laugh=s that were antici-
pated.

Morgan seemed handicapped by
two other factors, too, One was
the staging of the show, and the
second the interviews with the
human curios contributing the daf-
fy talents. The interviews were
forced — especially since Morgan
apparently has to treat these oddi-
ties politely —and the rehearsed
lines failed to catch, Staging had
Morgan standing while interview-

ing and walking off. It would
probably be better at a desk
(littered with weird gimmicks for
a plus visual laugh} and then the
acts walking to stage center for
their bits,

Stang Fails To Score

There's a spot on the show with
Arnold Stang, the “Gerard” of
Morgan's AM show, but it was no
dice this time out. Material was
weak and served to break up the
routine rather than bolster it,
Morgan and S‘tan% make an ef-
fective team, but the abrupt tran-
gition to their cropssfire was clum=
sily handled. Impression is that
Stang wasn't used properly; per-

{Continued on page 9)

RADIO

All-State Air Web Alerts New York
With First of Vital ‘Survival’ Series

Plan for Survival is a frighten-
ing series, portending, as it does,
the ominous shape of things to
come. The precedent-mak-
ing Civil Defense (CD)
program wag broadcast over
119 New York stations
Wednesday (24), marking
the preem test of the State's
emergency radio network. The
CD web, which uses no land lines,
iz primarily designed to operate
in the event regular communica-
tions are disrupted, and in an
emercency will be utilized to co-
ordinate rescue instructions,

Meanwhile, tho, the program is
fulfilling the long neglected task
of alerting civilians to the immi-
nent need for civil defense pre-

By JUNE BUNDY

paredness, The first broadcast,
which originated from WNBC,
New York City, was largely de-
voted to a call for CD volunteers,
accompanied by grave warnings
from Millard Caldwell, adminis-
trator of the federal CD admin-
istration, and Col. Lawrence Wil-
kinson, acting chairman, New
York State CD Commission. Gov-
ernor Dewey, also scheduled to
appear, was cancelled out.
Broadcasting from Washington,
Caldwell stated bluntly, “If we
are to survive atomic attack, a
great deal more must be done—we
are far from ready.” He also ex-
pressed hope that other U, S, sta-
tions will “follow the example set
by New York and New Jersey."

Enlarging on this theme Col. Wil-
kinson, in an interview with
CBS's Bill Leonard, reminded
listeners that 22 per ecent of all
the target cities in the United
States are in New York State. Ha
also defined the target and non-
target responsibilities, and said
that in a stricken area the immedi-
ate job would be to prevent panie,
fight fires, evacuate wounded and
give first aid.

In view of the urgency expressed
by both men, it would seem ad-
visable to extend the show to a
full half-hour. The first broad-
cast was nothing