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SARASOTA, Fla, Feb. 10.—
“Iights camera; action!” That's
the daily order at winter quarters
of Ringling PBres' and Barnum
and Bailey Circus here. 1t 'as
been the order of the da- for the
past two weeks and will continue
as such two to four more weeks
while scenes for the [ilm, The
Greatest Show on Earth, are made

under direction of Cecil B. De
Mille
Beity  Hutton, Cornel Wilde,

Dorothy Lamour, Chariton Heston
and Gloria Grahame, who will be
fentured in the picture along with
Jimmy Stewart, are at work here.
Stewart, who is to play the nart
of o clown, will have his scencs
shot in Hollvwood, where a mini-
ature of the Ringling big top will
be sel up.
Close to 100 motion picture per-
sonnel — eameramen,
technicians, stand-ins,
here. This number 15 almost
matched by the circus staff en=
gaged in varipus ways in the
filming

Tingling acts and personnel are
geiting a big bang out of their
participation. Moreover, Lthey are
picking up six weeks' pay for four
weoeks' work for their part in the
winter quarters filmin,

Stars Amazre Aects
They have been amazed at the
way Hollvwood stars have caught
on, and are delighted with the
thoughtfulness shown circus per-
formers by motion picture folk.
They show open admiration for

FUNNY FACE

RCA To Push
Tune From
CBS Show

NEW YORK. Feb. 10.—Unique
gsitiation of RCA Victor (sister or-
ganization, of course, to the Na-
tional Broadcasting Company)
promoting a Columbia Broadcasti-
ing System-owned radio-video
package show via one of RCA's
hotlest current artists is shaping
up. The CBS Songs for Sale pro-
vram several weeks ago came up
with a tune ealled Oh! What a
Face (The Billboard, February 10),
and BCA Victor this wesk recorded
it with Phil Harris, as a follow up
to Harris’s The Thing, which sold
close fo o million disks.

If the Harris platter ghould suc-
cepd in breaking the tune thru, it
would, naoturally, prove a solid
shol in the arm to the CBS show.
Another odd aspect of the =itun-
tion is thalt Columbin Records has
a Tony Pastor recording of an-
other tune, called The Faece, and
0 far hasn't got a record of the
Songs for Sale Face on the market,
London Recorde has twe platters,
pne by Sticks MéGhee, the other
b Henry Jerome, out on the Songs
for Sale tune.

eleciricians, |

l

| rivalry turns to love.

Betty Hulton
to some -spects of flying,
Dorothy Lamour nad her maslery
of the iron jaw rouiine and how
Glorin Grahame, tutored Hy Ring-
ling's elephant boss, Arky Scott,
has taken over as an elephant girl

Antainette (Tony) Concello, as-
sisted by Tuflfy Genders. both of
the Ringling show, s .llrecling
aerial numbers, Tony spent sev-
eral weeks in  Hollywond *hi

the way

#

Hutton’s Flying, Lamour’s
Iron-Jaw Amaze Circus Acts

has taken!| high
or |

winter conditioning and |11-tr1u:'|--

ing Miss Hutton, and came away
convineed that the (licker star is
natural flyver
In the picture, Betty and Cornel
Wilde are cast as acrialists whose
One " the

TV Scrap May
Break Big 10
Conference

CHICAGO, Feb. 10.—The exist-
ence of the Big 10 conference is
Thrl_‘nlth!"f]: by the scrap over tele-
vising football games. Faculty rep-
resentatives u-l' the Big 10 schools
will meet here February 23-24 to
pass 4 rule banning live telecasts,
in cornformity with the NCAA rul-
ing in Dallas last month.

However, with most of the leg-
islatures which dominalte Big 10
State universities considering bills
to force the schools to televise foot-
ball, such universities as Illinois,
Minnesota and Ohio might have to
defy the conlerence Under the
present set-=up the conference
would have to expel the schools
in such a case.

Il the faculty representatives an-

ticipate this complication, and
should ftry tp ignore the NCAA
ruling. then the existénce of the

NCAA would be threatened, inas-
much as the Big 10 and the Pacific
Coasl Confercnce are the bul-
warks of the NCAA.

The schools, caught between the
legislators and the NCAA, are
chewing their nails, and so far no-
body has come up with a solution,
The State schools in the Big 10.are
lllinois, Indiana, Ohio State, Min-
nesota, Towa, Michigan State,
Michigan and Wisconsin, Only
Northwestern and Purdue are in-

| dependent of the legislalures,

Bea Lillie To Do
Concert 1-Nighters

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Bea Lil-
lie will do a series of concerts
Faster week for the first time in
her ecaveer. She will carry a cast
of 10, plis music, and probably

including Reginald Gardener. Unit |
| whenever the take drops below a

will start March 25° in’ Boaton.
From there it'll go to Canada for

gsix shows in as many nights in
different cilies
Pacrkage, put together and

booked by Charles Yates, will go
in on & basiec rate of $5,000 a show
against a perceénlage,

e

ithing of a Shylock spot.

spots of the film wil
Hutton singing a song  agged
Greatest Showe on Earth.
will do the Ringling show
good

be |
The |
which
“uch

Hype for Cirens iz

y fact, observers figure the pic-
ture will give the circus busiress
a powerfu] hypo. Fra~' Braden,
veteran Ringling press agent now
doing a two-month stint for Para-
maount et on behall of the pie-|
ture, believes that it will expand
the ranks of circus fans, not only

in this country but ‘hrusut the
world
Araden Indicates that JeMille

in this picture is striving to mﬂctn?
his sensationally famous King of |
Kings. Certainly the celebrated
director has been exhaustive in

(Continued on page 52)

FERRER TO SPIN
SHAKESPEARE

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—
WNEW here this week signed
Jose Ferrer for a Shake-
spearcan disk jockey show
The movie-legit actor will
spin recorded rhymes of the
Bard beginning Sunday,
March 4, from 4:35 to & p.m.

The series, a brainchild of
WNEW's Program Director
Dick Fack, will feature sclec-
tions from Shakespearean al-
bums, plus commentary on
different interpretations of the
same role and live readings by
Ferrer himself.

The latler half of the show
will be programed as a Shake-
gpearenn soap opera, with por-
tions ol album dramatizations

played weekly., WNEW s
nanding over gratis sponsor-

ship of the series to the Actors’

Fund, Each broadeast will
carry several plugs for the
charity

‘Darkness”
Colleges Thru BB

Playwrights Ask Accredited Schools

To Forward Requests

NEW YORK, Febh 10.—Accred-
ited college theatrieal groups may
secure the right to pmdu:e the
Playwrights' Company's curreni
anti-Commie hit show. Darkness
at Noon, royvalty [ree, by forward-
ing requests, along with all perti-
nent details concerning the speei-
fiec group, to The Billboard This
newspaper would then pass such
requests on to the playwrights

The producers of the Sidney
Kingeley-Arthur Koestler click,
starring Claude Rains, have further
advised The Billboard that, al
least for the time being, the royal-
ty-free provision would be re-
stricted to eolleges and universities,
because of the difficulty of deter-
mining the merit and worthiness of
other types of community amateur

Theater Op No
Leqit Monster

it« BOR FRANCIS

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Pyramid-
ing costs in Stem legit production
and operation have put the the-
ater owner or operator in some-
He has
been accused in many quarters of
girangling legit: wia  exorbitant
rents and arbitrary “stop clauses™
in his contraects  with producers,
enabling him to toss the latter and
his wares - oul of his theaters

figure specified by him in advance,
A= a matter of facl, investiga-

tion  seems to show that the
theater operator is hardly the real
pstute.racketeer which he has oflen
been. tabbed. There .is no doubt

(Continued on page 41)

Free to

to Billboard

groups. The Plavwrights' Company |
iz eager to determine the extent
of the interest in the play among
schools before going further into
rovalty-free provisions on a fat-
rule basis.

WLW AM Takes Show ‘Sked
For Precedental Hay Ride

Adjusts Airers
To TV Inroads
On Listening

Sales & Promotion
To Follow Thru
On Changeover

By JERRY FRANWKEN

CINCINNATI, Feb, 10.—Changes
in the make-up of the vadio audi-
ence tuning in WLW here, have
led to a correlative change in the
station’s programing policy. The
change calls for Increasing em-
phasgis on programs designed for
the rural audience, on the theory
that this group, essentially non-
TV in nature, will continue listen-
ing to radio while urban areas
transfer their allegiance tp video.
WLW has been adding rural
audience programs fairly steadily,
but without any fanfare, [or somc
time t the same time, it has In-
creased itz sales efforts toward
sponsors making producte for such
listeners, adding -a salesman in
both its New York and Chicago
offices, each of whom is concen-

trating on such accounis
The sales move already has paid
off, attracting new advertisers
specializing in silos and similar
poods. Programs now being aired
for farm listeners include the long-
run series originating at WLW's
own farm, a few miles outside of
Cincinnati: Village Green: Family
Fair; Friday Night Jamboree; Your
Home Towmn,. which has a contest
element whereby the station airs
dramatizations aboul towns in ils
[(Continued on page J)

PAGING SID STONE

President of Paris
Pitchmen Runs Confabs

PARIS, Feb. 10.—Paris tch-
men are about as well nrganim::d
a group of business men as you'll

find anywhere Organization's
precident is J C. Brignolat, '
presides at hour-long weekly

meetings during which operators
discuss problems and demonsirate
new merchandise. Pitchmen's &=
pearances ire welcome leaglly any

AGVA To Take
$10 Bite Vs. 1%

NEW YORK, Feb., 10 The
controversial 1 per cent salary tax
thal was to go into effect February
| was discarded by the National
Board of the American Guild of
Variety Artists (AGVA) and an
immediate $10 straight assessment
was levied instead. Latter 15 to
take immediate effect.

The board started its meetings
at 8 a.m., Monday (5) and ended

al 6 a.m. Thursday (8). Each of
{Continued on page 38)

place an outdoor show is going on.
Sell-and-run  artists are also
found around the many Lrain
stations. Under a decree granted
by Napoleon 1I1  pitchmen are
allowed in the busy center district

{Continued on _page 45)

Subway Vending
Tops 3 Million

By 1Z HOROWITZ

NEW YORK, Feb, 10.—Pennies,
n:ckels and dimes that passed thru®
coin slots of vending and service ©
machines located in stations of the
New York subway syvstem ﬂdriul:'l
up to $3.A4A79,112.25 in Ifl 50, not in=
cluding coins caught in turnstile
and telephone cash boxes

Grosses culled [rom nfMcial
Board of Transportation records
reaffirmed the claim of the under=
ground and elevated transil spots
as the most active set of locations
anywhere in the country. In_ all

{Continued on puge_,ﬂj
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GENERAL NEWS

Billboard Backstage

— iy JOE CSIDA

_ The guys who write thiz paper, like any other, write for a spe-
cibie mudience, and for the mos! part know who their readerr are.
=0 when Jimmy Durante sends you a nice wire about a thing yeu
wrote about him: or Joe Ream, Columbia Broadcasting, System’s
exoe veepee, drops you a note about a piece; or Carl McKelvy, veepee

——

~LBOARD :
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BIBLICAL INSTITUTIONAL

L. A. Cemetery’s Devotional
Film To Hit Video Market

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 10.—Forest

Stury, head of Crusader, said films

of Secburg, phones about a story—you aren’t too surprised, Those
wre some of the people in the business about und flor whom you're |
writing,

But The Billboard, more than any other !rade aewspaper [ know .
ol, has a large, and apparently loyal block of readers, who apparently
litve no connectlon with show business or Itz allled fields. A while
back, for example, we got a letter from a State Senator suomeplace
in the Middle West. A week or so ago we received g mos=t interesting
tetter, among & flock of athers, from a Dr. Schmidt in Ealti:nm‘e|
about the face-reconstruction formula Backstage piece. We've had
letlers from priests and prisoners, bookmakers and undertakers, But
one of the most interesting “outside the industry” readers yel dupg
up was unearthed for us a few months back by a Dallas columnist
named Ken Hand

WMiss Bales” Beans

Ken does a pillar tor The Dallas News called Offhand, and he
devoted this particelar pieece to an l1l-year-old girl 'who had de-
veloped a thriving business in Mexican jumping beans.

“Much as we may hate to admit it,”” wrote Ken, “the small fry
of today may be more than a bit sharper than yesterday's children.
At 11, Sharon Kay Boles, a sixth grade pupil at Bradfield School,
has worked up a profitable business which, for imagination, beats
the days when a soda pop stand represented the epitome of juvenile
enterprise. Sharon Kave Beles is selling Mexican jumping beans . . .
She experimented with a small shipment, found they sold well among
her playmates, and increased the size of her orders until she now

{Continued on page 435)

Lawn Cemetery this week turned
TV film producer on a series of
Biblical subjecis, and will release
lhe pix nationally thru ¢ Fred-
erick Ziv Company. Series of 13

will be made available for church
exhibition in non-T"" markets,
Adele Seymour, who scripted
'_Thurr Light of the World radio ser-
ies, will handle writing chores.

d0-minute films will include For-{ Original music will be cleffed by

est Lawn institutional plugs for{john Sentesti und sound-tracked!
tel. usting or the Coast. These,|py a six-piece instrumental group.

however, will be snipped from|Forcst Lawn has agrecd to the

Washingfon Once-Over

By BEN ATLAS

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10, — Folks paylng amusement excises
haven't been told, but Uncle Sam is going to triple check all figures in
excise returns this year. Tax collectors thruout the nation will get
instructions from Washington shortly,

Tip-off on the move came this week from Internal Revenue Com-
missioner George J. Schoeneman soon after he told the House Ways
and Means Committee that similar scrutiny will be applied to all
tax returns on incomes over $25,000. Schoeneman said the government’s
been losing tens of millions of dollars of revenue yearly thru failure to
check simple arithmetic mistakes in excise returns, Incidentally,
Schoeneman would like Congress Lo loosen the purse-strings to let him
hire lots of additional operatives to do the extra checking of the returns.

Youth al Work Study
Provides Delails. . .

“Who handed yoy a hot dog over a guick-lunch stand late one
evening at the county fair? Who took tickets at the scenic railway? Who
started the machinery that set the Ferris Wheel in motion in the park
by the shore? )

These and other equally flabbergasting questions are asked in a
nev: Labor Department pamphlet entitled They Work While You Play
a study of teen-age boys and girls employed in amusement industries.”
The pamphlet says there are nearly 200,000 “young workers under 18"
employed in public amusement industries. Movie houses and bowling
alleys employ the bulk of these youngsters; the remainder work in

amusement parks, circuses, dance halls, stables and at race tracks, |

Is this employment good or bad? Both, says the pamphlet, It's bad
because young hirelings lose time for sleep, rest, study and “teamwork"
recreation, It's good because they come in contact with people, develop
self-reliance, independence and “abilily to adjust to new conditions
and people™ :

This little pamphlet, which occupied several hundred man-hours of
tax-supported government workers can be bought at the government
printing office for 15 cents a copy. They charge, yet!

Uncle Sam, Liveliesi

Salesman of Sels . . . |
Treasury Secretary John Snyder's request to Congress this week

for a whopping hike in radie-TV-phono excises has touched off an-
(Continued on page 45)

Picture Business |

By LEE ZHITO

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 10.—Answer to whether the government’s
wapge freeze affects employees in the motion picture industry may
result from the Sereen Actors' Guild's move to seek an interpretation
of the order from the Office of Economic Stabilization. Attorneys for
the Guild are currently drawing up briefs probing the effects the wage
freeze will have on screen actors’ pay. Replies received may well
establish the basis upon which other guilds and unions in the motion
picture industry may seek pay boosts

A primary pont to be weighed is the fact that the wording of
the current law exempts film rentals and box-office charges. Inas-
much as wage and price {reezing go hand in hand in other industries,
an attempt will be made to exempt {ilm industry wages on the basis
that film prices are not frozen. If SAG'’s legal eagles can win a
ruling to that effect, lid will be pried loose of all wages In the
industry

Anuther strong point in SAG's pltch will be the fluctuation of its
members' pay. Money received varies with the pictures involved.
Particularly vague is the law's effect on free-lance actors. In its
current action SAG pin-points a problem which has caused rumblings
thruout the indusiry. Prior to the wage freeze, American Federation
of Labor film council’s overtures to the producing companies for a
voluntary reopening of wage talks was turned down. Producers ex-
plained they were nol contractually bound to discuss wage hikes and
will do so only when existing pacts expire. Contracts expire this fall
and various factions within the unions are grumbling because the
freeze caught them with their wages down.

United Arlisls Confrol
Passes fo New Combine . . .

Control of United Artists this week passed from co-owners Mary
Pickford and Charlie Chaplin to a syndicate headed by Arthur Krim
and Robert Benjamin. Still hanging fire at press time was the manner
In which Board Chairman Paul McNuit will dispose of -his stock
trusteeship. Final transfer of control from Pickford-Chaplin comes
after a number of stormy sessions during which neither of the co-
owners could agree upon terms of a deal relinquishing interest in the
firm. (Continued on page 45)

the reels for Ziv's distribution,
leaving 26-minute open-end films

for sponsorship in other markets,|

Pix, shot on color film, .

eted at approximately £15,000 per;

subj t. Im making series avail-
able in atker markets, TForest
Lawn will be getting off the pro-
duction nut and at the same timoe
seelk continuing returns [(rom its
investinent. Cemetery association
will retain all righis to t..e - ries,
Crusader Films, finn specializing
in production of devolion * pix for
church distribution, was con-
tracted to lens the series. Alfred

A CHIMP ON
YER SHOULDER?

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Some
people would like to see a baby
in every home. The slogan of

others I a piano in ever-
home, or a radio in every
home, But Henry Trefflich,

the wild animal dealer, has a
campaign of his own. His
trucks, seen around town,
carry the bold and somewhat
frightening legend: A monkey
in every home! Trefflich, of
course, loves the simians, no
aatter what trouble they
cause him.

Annually the chimps escape
from his downtown establish-
ment, raise havoe among the
fruit - arkets and 3-
from elevated structures. This
all results in tremendous cu”™
publicity, leading to the ma-
lign belief that Trefflich stages
the grand prison breaks.
Ridiel

ET TU BRIT?

DJ's Build
Catch Tunes
On BBC Yet

LONDON, Feb. 10.—While disk
jock shows here, for ochvious rea-
sons, hardly have the hit-making

impact possessed by their Amer- |

ican equivalents, they have re-
cently been responsible for busting
out two of the top tunes in the
Isles, Latest is the cast of Ferry
Boat Inn, Campbell-Connelly song,
which last week was England's
No. 4 best seller. It has sold
arcund 90,000 copies, and is a cinch
to hit 125,000 before it's thru.

Strangely enough Inn was
waxed and pushed by the four
big British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion disk shows (Sam Costa, Record
Rendezvous, Jack Juckson, Record
Roundup, Housewives' Choice and

(Continued on page 36)
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musicians union’s 5 per cent roy-
alty demiind. Local station carry-
L ing the scries husn't been selected.
| Initial subjects will be completed
by April, wit' locval kick-off
skoedded for carly May. Indications
are 13-film series will serve as a
test which, il sucvessful, will lead
Lo v watinuing Bibical TV film pro-
jeet on a more extensive scale

Imitinl subjects will be based
upon Genesis. Seripting will be
handled with an eye to inter-faith
appeal,

Show Business

Wins-Loses In
Railroad Halt

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—The rail
strike, and its attendant embargo,
have come and gone—but dollar-
and-cent effects on various phases
of show business will linger on for
a while.

The eflecis were uneven. In-
deed in some instances—as in some
legit theaters in New York—the
rail strike helped business. Rea-
son; Commuters, caught with their
schedules down, stayed in town,
helped fill the evening by going
to the theaters.

Record business sulfered most,
the embargo curtailing shipments
by mail. Toping off the stoppage
of shipments by mail was the fact

(Continted on page 45)

Diskery Uses

“Inside Stuff”
To Bally Wax

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Record
buyers are gefting a dose of “in-
side swuf!" on legit and disk
making via a couple of RCA Vie-
lor promotional platiers. To plug
its Call Me Meadamn original cast
package (with Dinah Shore sub-
bing for Ethel Merman), the rec-
ord vompany made a 45 r.p.m. disk
lagged Call Me Madam Backstage.
It comtains chatter by Irving Ber-
lin, has snatches of various cast
metmbers going thru tunes and
routines, the wvoice of director,
stage manager and pgeneral be-
hind-the-scenes sounds. M©Material

was  actually taped backstage,
edited down and transferred to
the 45s.

Second exploitation disk, called
la Recording Session, is a platter
imade from taping conversations,
warm-ups, test takes, ete,, at vari-
jous of the dates on which the
Singer’'s Singles were made, They
feature Perry Como, Fran War-
ren, Eddy Fisher, Mindy Carson,
Tony Martin, Lisa Kirk and others
in the Singer's Single series. Like
the Backstage disk, this one con-
tains volves of recording direciors,
engineers, fAuffs by artists and

(Continued on page 36)

Balaban-Cohn Join
Six-Mil JDA Drive

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Barney
Balaban and Jack Cohn—prexy of
Paramount Pictures Corporation
and veep of Columbia Pictures
Corporation, respectively — have
been named associate chairmen of
the amusements division of the
Joint Defense Appeal in Greater
New York, which is starting on a
fund-raising drive for $6,000,000.

The JDA is the money-raising
arm of the American Jewish Com-
mittee and anti-defamation league
of B'nai B'rith,

Chairman of the amusements
division is Herman Robbins, Lead-
Ing trade figures will be chosen to
head the various phases of the
campaign in show business, in-
cluding reps of films, legit, radio,
TV, sports, musie, disks and eon-
cessions.

London
Dispatch

By LEICII YANCE

LONDON, Feb, 10.—Bert Wil-
cox, president of the London Jazz
Club, lost his appeal 1his week
aainst a 280 fine for “aiding and
abetting” saxophonists Sidney
Bechet and Coleman Hawking to
work here last June without labor
permits.

Laurier Lister, producer of Lon-
gon’s most colovinl postwar home-
grown musicals, Tuppence Col-
oured and Oranges aud Loemonsy, is
loocking for a backer for hiz new
show. Says Lister: "Tuppence cost
#8800 to produce, run 3t weeks
and made a lair profit. Oragnyes
cost 16,800 to put on and ran five
months." But he is fighling a jinx
on British revues, several of which
liave flopped heavily recently.

Maanilicen! Chunk
01 Historical Events . . .

Pomp and pageantry will sur-
round the Shakespeare shrine at
Stratford-on-Avon this year, To
greet the expecled rush of visitors
for the Festival of Britain, An-
thony Quayle, director of the Me-
morial Theater, plansg a lavish cy-
cle of historical drama. Says he:
“We shall give them a tremen-
dously colorful and varied slice of
English history from Richard II to
Henry V o magnificent chunk
of events, . =

The British Broadeasting Cor-
poration's equivalent of a Nielsen
or Hooper operation is the pri-
vately conducted listener research
poll. An internal stafl of B5—In-
cluding statisticians and soclal psy-
chologists—and 200 interviewers,
check up on the listening habits of
the 24,000,000 (of a population of
a0,000,000) who tune in every
average day. Peak listening figures
for regular programs iz around
18,000,000, rising to “saturation
point” for roval weddings and an-
nouncements of war,

‘The classy London Philharmonic
Orchestra, partly supported by a

{Continued on page 45)

Paris
Peek

By ART ROSETT

PARIS, Feb. 10.—NOTES FROM
THE BIG TOF: Frank Billerbeck,
G.L art studentl from Philadelphia
( Peek, December 2), who ual night
donned clown's ¢lothes and went
among the bistros o entertain
Frenchmen, has [inally hit his
siride. As a sidewalk entertainer
he was not perinitied lo accept any
money for his work. This week
Jerry Medrano, who heads the
world's oldest circus, signed him,
Frank, who now bills himself as
Billy Beck, is a real show-stopper
in Cirque Medrano.

Nun Now an

Animal Trainer . . .

Mlle. Barret, a fuormer nun who
left her religious order in 15944
lo join a circus In the =outh of
France, 18 now billed as Tirana
the Bear Tamer. This week she
helped coax 4 lionesses, 3 bears
and 12 pythons into chariered
planes near Paris for a trip to
Teheran. On February 12 the
Shah of Persia gets married, and
the animal acl is part of the wed-
ding day flestivilies.

CARNIVAL NOTES: Nice held
its annual baitle of flowers on the
Promenade des Anglais this week.
Sixty floats pacaded and the cos-
tumed crews bombarded one an-
other with flowers.

Bull fighting, which until re-
cently was illegal but was per-
miited after collection of a nomi-
nal fine plus amusement taxes,
has been approved by the Freneh
government in areas where unin-
terrupted tradition prevails.

Kick-off date for Paris to cele-
brate its 2,000th birthday is April
1. ©On this date 20 processions,
one from each of the cily's dis-
tricts, will converge on Town Hall
t- mark the opening of a six-
month festival of the city's foun-

dation. Festivitlies will include
pageants, fancy dress balls a
“"Rabelaisian” festival in Les

Halles, glgantic concerts, boating
on the Seine and a two-

week artists' festival in the Mont-
parnasse, Record-breaking crowds
{Continued on page 45)
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GENERAL NEWS 3

Radio-TV-Phono
Makers Gird To
Fight Tax Bill

Toppers To Appear
At House Hearings

4
Scheduled Feb. 19

WASHINGTON., Feb. 10. — A
big array of witneeres will appear
before the House Wave and Means
Committee to oppose Treasury
Secretary John W Snyder's pro-
posal for drastic mcereases in the

excise taxes. on redio-TV sets,
phonographs, 'disks. mmusical in-
struments and cigareties, The

House committee. already staging
hearings on the over-gll treasury
tax program. exypectis to start
scheduling witnesses on the ex-
cise phase around February 18.
The tax hearing i viewed likely
to last six weeks,

Among the [lirst e file in op-
position to the tax hikes was the
Radio - Television Manufacturers’
Association, which next week will
get an invitation from the com-
mittee to make ar &appearance
RTMA will argue that the pro-
posed tax increase from 10 to 25
per cent on radie-TV zeis, phono-
graphs and phono disks is unwise
economically and unfair industry-
wise, A program of opposition
will be mapped at a2 joint meeting
of the RTMA's Excise Tax Com-
mittee and Defense Profits Tax
Commitiee in Chicagn Tuesday
(13)

The Excige Tax Commitiee 15
headed by Dr Allen B DuMont.
president of Allen B DuMont
Labaoratories, Ine., while Glen Me-
Daniel, Radie Corporation of
America. heads the Deflense Proflits

{Continued on_page 10)

WAMPUM

Kagran Out
For It With
Indian Opus

NEW YORK. Feb 10.—A TV
story about Indizns titled Silver
Cloud. featuring a radio-TV aclor
who himself i= s full-blooded
Choctaw, has been putl into pro-
duction here by Kagran Corpora-
tion (Martin Stone) The actor i1s
Tony Rivers, who has been coin-
ing plenty of wampum lately plav-
ing redskir roles on video

Rivers is [eatured on the Gabbv
Hayes NBC-TV airer, another
Kagran property The new half-
hour seriez will be based on leg-
ends of the American Indian and

derives its title from Rivers’ In-
dian name
Reports now are that Hivers

wants an additional Indian name—
one meaning “sponsor.”
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NPA Branches
Out To Ease
Hardshio Cases

WASHINGTON. Feb 10.—Na-
tional Production Authority this
week issued its lonpg-anticipated
order authorizing 18 field offices
to act directly on special hardship
applicalion. for amusement! and
other commercial construction Up
lo now hardship cases have been
handled by NAP's Washington
headquarters, where severa' hun-
dred cases have already been dis-
posed of Most of these latter dis-
positions wound up favorably to
the industry applicants

NPA said that the shift from

{Continued on page 51)

Imogene Coca

Sues Liebman
In 35G Claim

NEW YORK. Feo. 10.—A $35.000
suit brought bv Imoegene Coca
against Max Liebman Productions
vas disclosed in New Yol Su-
preme Court thiz week when a
motion to dismiss was adjourned
until later this montn

Suit 1= over a contract ol De-
cember 31 1904R. scrording to
which the comedienne allegedly
was to appear in the Admiral
Broadway Revue fur four weeks
al $350 a week. with an option for
the next nine weeks at the same
salary, and a second option for the
following 13 weeks at $500 a week

After the first four weeks of
1848 Miss Coca’s pay was alleg-
e-1_:I1,v boosted to $300, but after the
sixth week, June 3. 1949. the show
was canceled Miss Coes is asking
for the salarv allegedly due her
foi the remaining seven weeks nof
the first aption a

The Kudner agenev and Ad-
miral were named as co-defend-
ants

Jolson Monument
Planned for Coast

HOLLYWOQOD,
monu

Fep L. et
*nt costing ZR4,000 will be
erected soor in memory of Al
Jolson Expenditure was okayed
Wednesday (7) by Superior Judge
Newcomb Condee Memorial. pro-
posed by the singer's widow Mrs
Erie Galbrai . Tolson was peti-
tioned by Char'es Schv a..z. New
York attorne: and ~xcu'or of the
Jolson 34,000,000 estate
Monument is to be a six-p r 1
marbl ‘ucture loppec by 2 mn-
saic dome Mammy singer’s pody
will rest in . sarcophagus Lear
the front of the structure It is
expected to cos® S75.00" w  an
additional $9,000 going for a plot
of ground at Hillside Memori |

Pa" neai [nglewar 2 _alif

A 120-foot cascade o! wawer
talling int &+ 300l will ne piovided
b3 e cemelery miaagement.

Water” 'l an landscaping w  he
done at ‘he cemeter, + expense.
No rrovi eon for such a i

was .nad in Jolson's wil.. Judze
Condee said e believed the ex-
penditure tc be justified as it
involved a man so well nown ™

Somerset Maugham
Seeks New TV Slot

NEW YORK. Feo 10.—Somerset
Maugnam Theater this week was
shopping [o1 a new uume slot on
CBS-TV. or for that mutter, on
any other network that can come
up with an acceptable time period.
The orogram moves out ¥ its
Wednesday nights 8-9:30 CBS-TV
home April 18 to make way for
Charlie Wild. Private Eye.

Il had been thought thal the
show, which is sponsored by Tint-
air, would go into Saturday eve-
ning. 7:30-B on CBS-TV. but the
Blatz buy of the new Amos n
Andy video show in that tiime slot
has ended that possibility

LEGIT

Highlight Reviews

“Ground” a Whodunit Click:
Nun Makes Like a Sherlock

A perfect blending of the good
story, top-flight production and
first-rate acting add up to good
theater, and Ground is exactly
that :

Charlotte Hastuings has seripted
a thoroly absorbing m»stery that
never fails to hold completely,
whether or not a pew-sitter is a

hodunit fan. and the cast gives
ar. all-round smooth and svmpa-
thetic reading, which makes for a
combination that is hard tn beat

The playv., which was originally
tageged Bomarenrure when it was

a London hit, concerns the efforts .
of a nun to save a voung girl from’
the gallows when her strong faith

By SIDNEY GOLLY

tells her that the girl is innocent. | mosi

Ir a s=series of deft

moves the former brines

the triumph of justice
Margaret Webster celebrates her

ahout

return to the boards with a
genuinely founded characteriza-
tion She makes Sister Mary

Bonaventure a most real and lov-
able person. and in her individual
scenes with the condemned eirl,

| the mother superior and the wil-

lage half-wit brings a definite life
to the play alnnz with brilliance
0 performance

.L-r'lu*l- n Viaelirath Seore-

Leueen Mac(irath, a= the girl,!

does an exceplinnal job with the

difficult rnle in the play.

and clever! Thruout the proceedings she must

portray a tense, highly e%xcitable
lass who knows what she is faec-
ing and iz trving to ward off an
hvsterical collapse Raging re-
strained emotions are so well sug-
gested by Miss MacGrath that a
pew-sitter waits on seat edge for
the explosion that must come.
H ‘nce, the final blow-up =scems
the mos! natural thing in the
world :
The entire cast 1z happily chosen
and every rale completely tailored.
Ruth MecDowvitt, as the convent
cook. brings a comedy relief that

f ] > e

| TELEVISION -

Brookhouser Does a Solid
Philadelphia Ed Sullivan

Eschewing the general Ilocal
practice of ringing in amateurs.
talent guests, gabby interviews or
frizzled variety films. The Frank
Brookhouser Show makes a serious
attempt to provide top varietv en-

tertainment of local origination
during a weekly late evening
hour Not onlv does 11 do that

admirably, but also enjoys the dis-
tinction of a lead-off name that
spells out a readv-made audience.

The show recruits f[rom the
local supper clubs and theaters.
with such name: as Duke Elling-
ton, Dick Merrick, Ragtime Smitty
and the Grace and Mickey Carroll
twosome on tap when caught In
the pivot-spot. it's the conductor

By M. H. ORODENKER

of the town's brightest pillar of
the Walter Winchell-Ed Sullivan
klatch In Frank Brookhouser
whose name is strictly box-office
as 4 result of his dailv [t's Happen -
ing Here chatter calumn for The
Philndelphio  I[nguirer the show
has a title and a personality that
stacks up against anv lights going
before the eompeting cameras al
that hour

Brookhouser shows up betore Lhe

cameras al the proverbial eitv
room typewriter Enq proves just
as much al home in the guick

lransposition to an intimate nitery

particular performers together.
On this stanza the program'’s flex-
tble format provided song-and-
dance comparizons of the “Tinzeled
20's" “Teeming 30 and the
“Fabulous 40'x" [deaz are kept
simple in keeping with the limited
stage setlings provided Most im=
portant. Brookhouser keeps the
show moving along at a rapid clip.

Era- Hridzed
Fittuing the cut pattern Ragtime
Smutty  B88-er at Jack Lwvnch's
Lodiae Hoom here  went back
some 30 vears to demonstrate the

scene  Producer Sidnev Gathrid| Plano styvlings of that day In
weaves a storv pattern arnundlt‘ﬂﬂlrﬂﬂi Duke Elhington rar the
Brookhouser's script te tie the! (Continued on page 8)

LEGIT

—”Ti-Coq” a Winning Comedy Drama
But Not Up to Stem Competition

For the past couple ot seasnns
reports have had Fridolin or
Gratien Gelinas to call him by nis
right name the Dominion's No. 1
French-Canadiar actoer bringing
hiz troupe to the Stemn Ti-Cog
in which he triple threats as au-
thor-star-director, has been alav-
ing thruout the provinces in its
original French for a long time
Al nne time the Theater Guild was
mnterested 1n it importation but
it has remaned for the Messrs
Shubert to give Broadwav a first

By BOH FRANCS

view of the Canadian
bi-lingual company
Sirce this 1= the Tirst ime within
s reporter’s memory that an all
French-Canadian troupe has made
us a visit, it 1= too bad tha' a muore
favorable report 1= not 1n worder
It must be recorded that much of
the trouble stem= from the ever-
heavy French accents ol <eversi
members of the cast. which makes
them extremelv difficult ‘r under-
stand, and consequentiy the value-
of manv lines suffer aceordingly

<tar and his

However this in oo wav anpnhies to

the <tar wh' <eems as much at
home i Eneglish a: hie nptive
French

What 1 more to the poim nows=
ever 1= that Fridohn's tragi-comie
theme tor Ti=-Cog (Lutrle Ronsgter)

mav oe line tare for Canad'an qu=
diences bu! it lacks the pelish and
aophiztication for hesve <lgm M-
netition
Fridolhin‘s story eoncerns ap 'lle=
mitimat. voungster whe 1= drafted
iComtmued om noge 42)

TV-FILM

Ranaer Donovan Sock Entry
In TV Sagebrush Sweepstakes

The new Jack Cheriok TV film
production, Steve Donovan. West-
ern RHanger Is & cinch to have
daddy trying to outscramble ihe
kids to the family receiver It's a
slick  swift-paced temm which
shows the know-how Chertok
picked up in the course of turning
out his Lone Ranger series More-
over. it ranks with the best of its
lype currently available The first
stanza of the 39-week series of
30-minute films was caught at a
special showing It is not vet be-
ing televised bu. will be offered
for sale shortly te local stations
and sponsors by General Artists
Corporation. which is distributing

The series spotlights the doing
of Steve Donovan and his pal: in
the Texas Rangers. during the hell-
fire days of the old Southwest In
the title role. Douglas Kennedy

www americanradiohistorv com
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doe: well as the cipable and con-
fident Ranger quick on the draw
and just as quick in the brain de-
partment Eddy Waller as the old-
time Ranger Rusty, does a typical
side-kick job On the nitial stanza
Onslow Stevens played the heavy.
the banker who alse wa: the oul-
law Comanche Kid, and handled
the role with veteran assurance
The remainder of the cast was "Ip
o the chores as well

Productionwise Cherlok. siressea
economy of space even in the shots
invalving equine acrobatics. View-
ers should have no difficulty zet-
ting full impact even on midget-
type screens

Scripting ana direcuon were
smooth and sharp There wasn®t
a dull moment! in the show. altho
it wasn't all gunplay or muscle-
flexing by anv means This is

something which ran't be  said
aboutl the average Western Wesi=
ern Ranger 15 particularly sood
when compared with the ancient
full-lengthies now cluttering up
mos! channels [T ndicates :nat
the dough poured down the drain
bv earlier pioneers in TV filmes was
not all spent 1n vain for the stand=
ards and techniques have improved
immeasurably and widfilmakers
now are starting to cash in

Reviewed trom film 139-week sera
ies of 30-minute shows! Producer,
lack Chertok: distributor., General Ar-
tists Corporation: writer, David Shep-
pard, director, |ohn Marse  Cast:
Douglas Kennedy Eddy Waller, Ons-
low Stevens, Frank Fenton., Housa
Peters |r., lohn Clift, Louise Curria,
Tom Tyler

This One

LI
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Comedy Saddest TV Worry
On Talent and Production

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Develop-
ment of new TV comics, and the
production of successful shows for
those comics now on the air, 15
probably the major talent problem
confronting the industry, according
to video talent execs. Problem
hite home hardest at National
Broadeasting Company TV, which
is commitied to a more formidable
comedy quota than any of the
other webs. However, ultimately
it must concern the other webs
as well as the sponsors who bank-
roll the shows. e .

There is a growing opinion in
the trade that the highly produced,
hour-long TV shows may not stay
around too long. One reason 1s
the increasing time costs—the I"-IEE
Sunday and Wednesday night
hours now run to around $67,500
weekly, and will go still higher as
time costs climb. The other is the
difficulty in mounting satisfactory
shows week in and week out.

The development both of writers
and comics is made doubly diffi-
cult by the enormous need for ma-
terial and the lack of break-in fa-
cilities, Broadway Open House
has been looking for a successor
to Morey Amsterdam for months,
and still is. A Weintraub agency

Stein Thumbs
"TV" Canteen

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 10.—Holly-
wood TV Canteen, newly launched
KNBH seg saluting servicemen,
was frowned upon last week by
Jules Stein, Music Corporation of
America board chairman and
prexy of Hollywood Cantelen._Stegn
was disturbed by the similarity in
tags between the servicemen’s en-
tertainment org he heads and the
KNBH show.

Hollywood Canteen owns all
rights to its name, and during
World War II received heavy
dough from Warner Bros. for right
to use it as title of a picture.
KNBH is unwilling to recognize
title infringement exists. Holly-
wood Canteen, skedded to open this
spring, is expected to serve as an
origination point for a TV show,
hence Siein's concern.

DuMont Loses
Food Sponsor

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—The Du-
Mont TV network this week lost
one of its major commercial stan-
zas when Stores Productions noti-
fied the web that it was dropping
Star Time. The Frances Langford-
Lew Parker variety stanza had
been shaken up a couple of times
since its debut, but still did not
make the grade. Show airs Tues-
days at 10 p.m.

It's expected that Parker and
Miss Langford will not be away
from TV long, however, after the
current show bows out about four
weeks hence. They have received
considerable critical acclaim for
work in Phil Rapp's comedy
sketch, The Bickerszons, which has
been a hit portion of the program.

Snowcrop Chills
On ‘Show of Shows'

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Cancella-
tion by Snowcrop this week of the
9-9:30 p.m. Saturday slot on NBC-
TV's Your Show of Shows will
leave the web with the B:30-8 p.m.
time open on the Jack Carter show,
Snowcrop’s time has been taken
by Crosley, which now has the
10-10:30 p.m. spot on the 5id
Caesar show. Swift, which cur-
rently bankrolls the B8:30-8 p.m.
slot of the Carter show, will shift
to the Crosley period on the Caesar
show.

Meanwhile, Pillsbury Mills is
considering sponsorship of the va-
cant half hour on the Carter pro-
gram. The reason for the Snow-
crop exit is unigue. Altho the
Caesar program produced good
ratings, the sponsor found that the
show's timing was a day premature
for purchasing his food products.
_ Instead Snowcrop is going into a

TV film campaign thru Maxan
Agency.

exec this week pointed out that all
of those comics who have been
iried out had to “work out right
in Madison Square Garden, rather
than being brought along in Still-
man's Gym."
Hot “House™

Difficulties in developing video
comics is dramatlized in the num-
ber of performers tried out on
House. They include Ben Blue,
Lenny Kent (now current again),
Gene Bavlos, Buddy Hackett, Tim
Herbert and Don Saxon, Slate
Brothers, Wally Cox and George

Bea Lillie Sef
For AM, Video
Shots on NBC

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—NBEC has
<ot Beatrice Lillie for both a radio
and a television show, it was re-
ported here this week.

The TV date is for Sunday,
March 18, on the Colgate-Frig-
idaire Comedy Hour. The British
star will replace Bob Hope, who
was supposed to do a Frigidaire
show on this date, but is post-
poning it until April because of
film commitments.

This is also the date on which
Bobby Clark would have taken his
rotating spot on the Comedy Hour,
However, it is reported Clark is
being dropped from this line.

Miss Lillie's radio date is on the
Tallulah Bankhead Big Show. The

| appearance of the two fem stars is

figured as a natural high spol

-

DeWitt. The fact that they are up
against comparisons with Jerry
Lester—who with Jimmy Durante,
Eddie Cantor and Sid Caesar, are
the really top TV comic clicks—
only makes the House warming
that more difficult.

Another problem in the same
direction was pointed out this
week by Fred Allen, who noted
that, in radio, a comic was able to
build a complete production unit—
writers, director and producer—
and worked with them every week.
Thus, Allen notes, they were able
to concentrate on one show, and
devote their time and ideas to that
one show. -~ In TV, with comics
working only once a month, writ-
ers work for different comics prac-
tically every week. And it's next
to impossible to generate any mo-
mentum for any one show.

Neither of NBC's two big hour
shows is out of the woods by any
means., Eddie Cantor and Martin
and Lewis have been the only
sure-fire bets on the Colgate Sun-
day stanza, with Allen, Bobby
Clark, The Hartmanns and Abbott
and Costello finding the going
overly rough. A firm schedule for
the show still hasn’t been possible.

The Wednesday night show,
similarly, is about a 50-50 split.
Durante has been the outstanding
click of any of the name comics;

TOP VIDEODEX
SHOWS FOR JAN.

Per Cent

™
Homes

Lo Millon Berle (60).....cicieue.ea. 570
2. Comedy Hour (57)..,.. e B mATaT 42 3
3, Taleal Scovts (23, .. covinnmnnas 1.6
4. Fireside Theater {27)...% . 00ee.. 002
5. Show of Shows (560, ... .. cocuc.. 38.3
b. Godfrey and Fresds (200, ........ 49
7. Phileo Play. (583, . .............3%8
B. Hopalong Cassidy S20). . ..cceunnnan 35.0
B, Hit Parade (27). .. cvavnnnnc-n.-334
0. Mama (29).......... e s N R an2
11. Indl. Boxing (520, . . coucuiinannrs 332
12. Ken Murmay {470 . o vevnins vy
13, Kraft Theater (410, ... c000nusa. 32.H
14, Toast of Town A0, . ... .0venne.- 3lk
15. Growveha Marx 160F. .. ..... el 34
Wao, TY

Homes

1000 5]

1. Milton Berls {60V, ... ........ 56109
2. Comedy Hotr (570, . ...oiunne.. 39934
3. Show of Showd (56). ... 0unnnny. 3 6859
4 Phileo Play. (S8}, ... ........ 3,433.1
5. Godfrey and Friends (500....... 3,31
b, Talent Seouls (23, . .......... 3.043.3
T. Fireskde Theater (270, ... cc0... 3 5.4
B. Intl. Boxing (52). .. ....00s....3,0345
9. Groucho Mary (600, ........... 2,957.5
10, Ken Murray (7). 0. ....ccee...-2,910.9
11. Kraft Theater (41)...........2,B803
12. Suedio Ome 1510, . oiveenann.. 2, 7THAS
13, Toast of Town (40). .. .........2, 7810
14. Martin Kane (600, .. ......... 2 7.0
15. Amateur Hour (53). ., ... 00000 26369

Period covered, January 3-9,
1951. Prepared by Videodex
for 63 TV market areas. Num-
ber of cities in parentheses.

Ed Wynn and Jack Carson have
been doing only moderately well,
and Danny Thomas has yet to get
started. NWBC also has had some
concern over the quality of the
Jack Carler show.

Hour-long wvariety shows are
holding up, with Milton Berle still
the top TV show, and the Ed Sulli-
van and Ken Murray shows on Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System-TV
gach maintaining pgood ratings.

HWD. LACKS TALENT

Coast Can’t Supply
Variety for Video

HOLLYWOOD, Feb. 10.—This
town is unable to furnish an ade-
guate supply of talent for TV
variety shows, according to a top
Columbia Broadecasting System-TV
producer booking acts for one of
the web's network shows origi-
nating here.

The lirector, who does not want
to be identified, notes that the im-
portant clubs on the Strip gen-
erally used only one act on the
bill and emphasized singers; that
the spots in the San Fernando
Valley specialize in piano players
who are mostly n. g for TV pro-
graming and that the vaude houses
in downtown Los Angeles are lo-
cated so far away from the TV
studios that the talent found it
difficult to double if hired.

Agents here, he points out, con-
tinually try to peddle movie actors
as substitutes for variety acts. As
an added headache many of _the
comedy character men he might
be interested in decide that they
are thru with comedy and want to
become tragedians.

This TV topper's solution is to

Laines May
Do Mr. & Mrs.

NEW YORK, Feb. 10—Frankie
Laine and his wife, Nan Grey,
were negotiating with ABC this
week for an afternoon husband-
wife radio strip. The warbler is
skedded to cut an audition shortly.
There is also a possibility that the
duo may be used in a disk jockey
stanza locally over WJIZ,

Writer Hal Block, now vaca-
tioning in Florida, is slated 1o go
into huddles with WJZ execs next
week about a radio show in which
he would be the featured per-
sonality. The nature and format
of the shew are not yet deter-
mined, but a wax sample is to be
cut soom.  Block is on the panel of
What's My Lime? on CBS-TV.

buy his acts from Las Vegas, Nev,,
where several big clubs usually
present names, “It's a fine state
of affairs,” he said, "“when this
town, which is supposed to be the
heart of the entertainment busi-
ness, can't furnish me with enough
acts to build a decent show."”

The wvideo's producer’s opinion
was that, in the future, CBS-TV
would have to concentrate on pro-
graming its wvariety shows from
New York where such talent is

more readily available,

Andrews Gals
Nixing ‘Club 15
For TV P'kge

NEW YORK, Feb. 10. — The
Andrews Sisters, who have been
with Campbell's Soup's Club 15
airer for 3% years, will withdraw
from that program after the March
23 broadcast. On Wednesday (14),
the trio is scheduled to begin work
on a TV-film package, to be pro-
duced at the Hal Roach studios in
Hollywood, with Alex Gottlieb
producing and Jean Yarborough
directing. This will be the first
of a series of half-hour shows.

Lou Levy, personal manager of
the girls and chief of Leeds Music,
notified the sponsor and Ward

‘Wheelock, the agency, that he was

withdrawing the trio because of
his long-range TV plans, of which
the film production is indicative.
Levy pointed out that the across-
the-board airer calls for three
appearances a week by the sisters,
plus rehearsals—a time-consuming
proposition. The sponsor, it is
understood, wished to reduce the
fee of the trio, a proposition Levy
refused. Cambell's, in its desire
to keep the act, offered an adjusted
AM schedule or a TV program.
The sisters have been very
(Continued on page 10)

WNBT Near Set With Plans
For Four Educational Shows

NEW YOREK, Feb. 10.—WNBT,
National Broadcasting Company's
New York TV station, is adding
four new educational programs to
its schedule, starting this month.
Station's general manager, Ted
Cott, declared this week that the
shows have been in the planning
stage for some time, considerably
before the station was eriticized
for a heavy commercial schedule
by the National Association of
Educational Broadcasterss, The
latter is spearheading a drive by
educators for TV allocations to
educational institutions.

John Kieran is featured in one
of the new programs and Leon
Barzin in another, Kieran will be
the “guide” on a series of remote
pick-ups from various New York
City museums, including the Mu-
seurn of Modern Art, Natural His-
tory, Metropolitan, the Museum of
the City of New York, Brooklyn
Museum and the Chﬂtiren‘s Mu-
seum, The show will air on Sat-
urdays at noon, starting March 10.

Barzin, of the National Orches-
tra Association, will do a kids’
show about music and musieal
instruments, with a small orches-
tral group on the show with him.
The program is slated for Sundays,
starting date not set,

WNBT also had made a tie-up
with the Police Athletic League
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whereby its instructors will appear
on a series of shows devoled to
various PAL activities, including
sports, arts and crafts amd the
like. The series will also air films
of various PAL athletic events.

Another program will be aired
under the auspices of the American
Jewish Committee and the YMCA,
the show consisting of a series of
films on human relations,

reputed salary of $35,000.

NAB Committee
To Pick Prexy
At N.Y. Confab

To Nominate From
Slate of 21 Names
Before BAB Meet

WASHINGTON, Feb. 10. — Na-
tional Association of Broadceasters'
committee to select a new prexy
for the National Association of
Radio-Television Broadcasters will
meet in New York late this month
in hope of settling on a choice,

Committee now has 21 names,
all top-flight broadeasters and
related industry folk, but members
of the committee have not vet
determined availability of most
of these, and also some of the
names have met with unfavorable
response,

Said one committee member:
“"“Humors to the contrary, we
haven't settled on anybody vet;
and haven't even come close.”

Up-coming screening session in
Wew York is being timed for eve
of Broadcast Advertising Bureau
session which convenes March 1.

Altho William Ryan, who has
moved from MNAB general man-
agership to BAB presidency, isn't
currently among those being con-
sidered by committee for new
NARTE presidency, some trades-
ters here are suggesting that
mavbe he ought to be reconsidered
for the post if Maurice B. Mitche!l
can be induced to return as head
of BAB. Mitchell now heads
Associated Program Service at
The
BAB presidency pays $36,000 con-
siderably more than when Mitchell
held that post, and t'E'IE BAB
president’s salary will be increased
under formula yet to be worked
out.

NARTB presidency’s pay hasn't
been definitely settled on, but it
will likely be just under half of
&£75,000 allotted for bv_::sth board
chairmanship and presidency.

NBC’S ABASHED

Big Ads To
Laud Talluy,
Lure Sales

NEW YOREK, Feb. 10.—The Na-
tional Broadcasting Company con-
fezses that it is “frankly embar-
rassed” because it hasn’t sold the
first hour of the Big Show in an
unusual advertisement it is run-
ning next week. The fnll page ad
will run Wednesday (13) in The
New York Times and the next day
in The Herald Tribune in New
York and Herald Examiner in Chi-
cago.

The ad is partly a tribute to Tal-
lulah Bankhead, Show’s femsee,
and partly a sales pitch, citing both
time and talent costs for the avail-
able half-hour. The other hour of
the show is now partly sold on the
web's tandem plan.

The ad notes that, two days after
a letter addressed “Tallulah Bank-
head, America” was mailed in
Maryland, it was delivered to NBC
in New York. It also quotes plugs
from various magazines.

The ad concludes by saying, “To
relieve our embarrassment . . .
let us tell you about the best buy
in town. "

AFRA Charges Unfair Practice;
Votes Strike Against E.T. Firm

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—NationalHartley law and that the union

executive board of the American
Federation of Radio Actors this
week voted its first strike against
a transcription comparny when it
filed charges of unfair labor prac-
tices against Lang-Worth Feature
Programs, Inc., with the National
Labor Relations Board. Pickeling
was to start Monday (12).

According to AFRA, Lang-
Worth has refused to sign the new
e.t. agreement because it does
not wish to pay performers retro-
actively to November 1. Lang-
Worth, however, claims that the
new code is comtrary to the Taft-

has not held an election to prove
it has jurisdiction.

Lang-Worth is also engaged in
an arbitration with AFRA which
was to begin Monday (12), The
union claims that the firm and
Fred Waring fed off the line
library recordings to the NBC net-
werk without paying extra fees io
the talent,

To bolster its strike—believed to
be the first ever called agamnst a
transeription company—AFRA is
writing all stations in the couniry
advising them it has placed Lang-
Werth on its unfair list,
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WLW Puts On Strawhat, Rescues
Rural Audiences for AM Pay-Off

® Continued from page 1

WLOK SETTLES
TRAFFIC POSER

LIMA, O, Feb. 10.—A one-

Paul Harvey
‘C d'b scus

hour discussion broadcast over

upll.u re y WLOK here this week settled

- h eivie disput

Lab Guard | 2 womonn cvie dispute

CHICAGO, Feb. 10.—Paul Har-| parking ban in the city. Sta-
vey, American Broadcasting Com-| tion Manager J. Robert Kerns
pany commentator, tried to climb| c¢leared commercial programs
over a fence of the top-secret Ar-| 10 ,0pen up time for the round-

ble, which ttended b
gonne National Laboratory at 1:10 wable, Wit Was: abar ¥

civic groups pro and con for
a.m. Tuesday (6) and was nabbed| ihe proposed ban. The discus-
bv a guard, The laboratory is a prop

listening area, and Sunday on the
Farm, which discusses farm prob-
lems. The station's farm, inciden-
tally, draws an average of 3,500
farmers weekly.

Some Sponsors

Farm sponsors now using WLW
include New Idea Equipment
{owned by WLW's parent com-

costs would still be lower than all
other media, including radio, serv-
ing the WLW rural audience, Pre-
sentation also notes that, since
that hasn't happened, WLW still
sells “one tenth of America."

FTC CENSOR

an amateur contest going in movie
theaters in 143 towns. There are
13 regional semi-finalists who'will
appear on the station, with the
winner getting a station contract.
Costs are assumed by the station,
which is also giving $1,000 to the
house manager doing the best job.
Gimmick is set up to provide ex-

; . sion, which lasted for an hour
gavernment atomic center in ad- and seven minutes, ended in

an agreement on a compromise
traffic control plan

In its first f[ormal session
following the round-table, the
Lima city council unanimously
approved a resolution com-
mending WLOK and News
Editor Lyle Lee for the public
service performed in present-
ing the radio forum.

WCBS-TV On
Ad Lib Kick
For “"Wagon™

NEW YOREK. Feb. 10.—WCBS-
TV here is experimenting with a
low budget technigue of creating
a dramatic show spontanecusly via
ad lib thesping on its Chuck
Wagon stanza The program is
cu rently budgeted at $200 a week
for films and %300 a week for
actors, with the exception of
featured plaver Bob Dixon.

The thesps are given a basic plot
outline which emphasizes 10 points
and after 30 minutes of rehearsal
are on their own once the cameras
'slart grinding. In that manner six
half-hours a week have beei. pro-
grammed for over a nonth.

While strong scripts canno” e
presented thru such haphazard
| creation, WCBS-TV does feel that
light drama can be televized and
costs are cut over 70 per cent.
Frank Harms directs the show

joining Du Page County.

Harvey was held for questioning
by the Federal Bureau of Investi-
gatinn then sent home. Laboratory
officialz released a sharplv worded
statement that Harvey was “‘cap-
tured™ while trving to gain illegal
entry into the grounds,

Harvev has been making dra-
matic references to work in recent
months with “governmental inves-
tizative agencies.” The FBT snorted
at this Tuesday. Speculatirm was
that Harvev mav have been in
touch with Sen, McCarthy or some
other politician and was trving to
prove that securitv was lax at the
atomic eenter. The fence at wh_ich
he was= nabbed was onlv the first
of a =eries of fences and walls

Hardest pill for Harvey to take
was a strict order not to discuss
the case, Never known to shrink
from using the first person singu-
lar, Harvev made brief mention of
hiz ezcapade on his 10 o'clock radio
show and 11 o'clock show by read-
ing a press association dispatch,

It was reported Friday that a
guard at the atom plant came to
Harvev with a story of lax secur-
itv. Harvey and a friend of his, a
civilian dress officer in naval in-
telligence, and the guard drove to
the plant to break in.

The guard scaled the nine-foot
fence. The navy man tried to boost
o Harvey, who is heavy. Harvey's
coal caught on the barbed wire and
he tumbled inside. The noise
brought guards and Harvev raised
his hands and surrendered The
navy man ran off, and the guard
hid in the bushes and later scaled
the fence again. He was identified
and suspended. The navy man
tried to explain he went along
primarily for the ride.

pany, Aveo Manufacturing): Han-
na Paints, specializing in farm
paints; Dekalb Hybrid Corn; Con-
snlidated Buttermilk: Kevstone
Fences; Marietta 8Silos;: DeCon
Exterminators and® Spring Hill
Nurseries.

WLW is believed to be the first

revolutionary a change because of
television. Tobert E. Dunville,
president of the station, declared
thiz= week that the new philosophy
is now being presented to national
advertisers, not only as a part of
a presentation outlining WLW's
present coverage — the five-Siate
area referred o as “WLW Land”
—but as a portent of changes the
future may bring.

As another phase of its rural
emphasis,. WLW has started ex-
tensive promotion in the smaller
towns it covers. It currently has

Costello Files
Martin Suit;
Wants 100G

NEW YORK, Feb 10.—Lou
Costello this week instituted suit
for $100,000 against Dean Martin
in the Supreme Court, New York
County Costello claims that Mar-
tin entered into a seven-vear per-
sonal management agreement with
him in |544

Under this contract. savs Cos-
tello, he was to get 25 per cent of
the money received by Martin over
$500 weekly. Martin, with his part-
ner. Jerrv Lewis, are under con-
tract to the Musiec Corporation of
America

tensive retailer tie-ins.

In line with its new policy, WL'W
has developed a new presentation
comparing costs in its coverage
area with competitiverstations
serving the same territory., and
with other media. The presenta-
tion concludes with a dramatie

: : { punch, in which WLW notes that,
major U. S. station to make s0|.ven if it were to lose its entire

urban audience to television (a
development no one expects, and
which actually is contrary to cur-
rent AM gains in TV homes), its

Nets To Tally
Music Rosters

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Repre-
sentatives of networks and the
American Federation of Musicians
had another confab this week—
indications being that the networks
will be unlikely to come up with
a counterproposal to the AFM's
proposals before the end of next
week, Musicians' Union Prexy
James C. Petrillo met the man-
agement brass Thursday. and on
Friday the network execs held
sessions among themselves to dis-
cuss the suggested AM and TV
rates,

Local 802, AFM, requested that
the networks draw up figures on
current musician emplovment, to-
gether with some estimates on past
employment, Networks will try
to do this at the next session Mon-
dav (12). It was also stated that
the networks will try to draw up
estimates of programing costs and
from this deduce how much may
be allocated to musicians.

Questions
Only 2% of
AM-TV Ads

WASHINGTON, Feb, 10.—Fed-
eral Trade Commission in its an-
nual report to Congress this week
said it examined 35422 TV com-
mercial continuities last year and
found only 714, or about 2 per
ecent of them questionable. FTC
also reported that it examined
759,729 radio commercial con-
tinuities, aggregating 1,725.072
tvpewritten pages, and found 13.-
384, or about 1.7 per cent of them
questionable.

FTC's latest report stated that
“expanding econstruction of new
television stations resulted in an
appreciable increase in the volume
of commercial script received.”
The commission requested sam-
plings from 97 TV stations during
the vear, stated the report Com-
mercia’ seript broadeast by small-
town stations s sampled once
vearly, stated the eport, and three
times vearly on a staggered sched-
vle in cities of 200.000 population.
National and regional webs re-
srond on a continuous weekly
basis, stated the report, and pro-
ducers of electrical transcriptions
submit commercial script texts of
recording once monthly

The FTC explained that the re-
sults are useful in determining
whether special trade practice
rules are needed Also, said the
report, all radio ads on alcoholic
products are turned over to the
alcoholic tax unit of the Internal
Revenue Bureau

tv buyers—did you know?

1- That WOR-tv, channel 9, is tops in local sports,* Tues. thru Sat.?

L

that's why you are losing
tv money if you're not using

*January 1951 Pulse

1Istorv com

L}

«+. that's selling! that's getting tv audience!

WOR-tv

2- That WOR-tv — the newesr tv station in New York — is 4th in national spot
business? That WOR-tv clocks more spot business than the two leading
independent tv stations and one leading network outlet?

3- That 10 WOR-tv shows attract audiences of more than Y -million
viewers per broadcast?

4- That WOR-tv's wrestling martches are the top-rated for real
sock-seeking in New York?+

5 That one WOR-tv program, “The Merry Mailman”, has averaged at least
2,000 pieces of mail per week during the past two months?

:hannel
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No Studio Facilities in New York:
NBC Skeds TV Weeper From Philly

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Shortage
of studio facilities in New York
has forced National Broadcasting
Company to originate its new day-
time serial, The Susan Peters
Story, from Philadelphia. The
programr, a Ted Ashley package,
will be Colgate-Palmolive-Peet's
first daytime TV soap opera and
starts March 5 in the 3 p.m. slot.
Colgate also has an option on the
following 15 minutes should it de-
cide to program another weeper,

NBC execs this week stated that
any daytime expansion by the web
is contingent on increasing its
studio facilities here, or else set-
ting up plans to originate at one
or more of the eight points avail-
able on the cable. The Peters

No TV Plugs
On AM---CBS

NEW YORK, Feb, 10.—CBS
has received so many complaints
from its radio affiliates for plug-
ging TV shows on its AM pro-
grams that radio and TV program
veenee, Hubbell Robinson, this
week sent a directive to all AM
directors in New York and Holly-
wood nixing the practice. He in-
structed them to "exercise greatl
vigilance in not plugging” video
shows.

The radio affiliates are particu-
larlv aggrieved over the continual
promotion of TV shows on CBS
AM sustainers.

Reach Settlement

In AFRA-AFM Feud

ROCHESTER, Feb. 10.—A dis-
pute between the American Feder-
ation of Radio Artists and the
American Federation of Musicians
over an AFM ruling barring per-
formers from belonging to both
unions has been settled. ‘The na-
tional headquarters of the mu-
sicians terminated the row when
it instructed the Rochester, N. Y.,
AFM local to rescind its ruling.

Issue was brought to a head by
Margo Gram, of WHEC, who was
advised by AFM reps here that
she'd have to quit AFRA or lose
her AFM membership. Mrs. Gram
then appealed to the AFM interna-
tional, and the issue was settled.

show had been jockeying back and
forth for some time before the
Philly decision was made.
Additional daytime operations
are very much sought after by
NBC-TV, with web execs hopeful
that they'll be able to program
starting at 10 a.m. by April or
May. The network is now close
to an S.R.O. in its afternoon op-
erations and expects to be com-
pletely sold out soon. It can pro-
gram no additional time in the
afternoons sipce its affiliates re-
fuse to cede this station time, The

Celanese in
Ist TV Show

NEW YOREK, Feb. 10.—Celanese
Corporation of America this week
get its first television program, a
local show to go into the 8:15 to
8:30 p.m. time period Fridays on
WIZ-TV, New York. The program
will feature a female personality,
with three gals still in the running
at the week's end. The final choice
will be made from Wendy Barrie,
Kyle MacDonnell and Evelyn
Knight.

Celanese has been using spots
and participations in close to 20
markets for the past three years,
but this is its first plunge into
actual programing. Its other
campaigns will continue as before.
The new show will tee off early
next month with March 2 the
tentative date. Ellington is the
agency.

KDAL SIGN IS
ANONYMOUS

DULUTH, Minn., Feb, 10.—
Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
temn affiliate KDAL here pio-
neered its own ‘“advertisers
anonymous” association re-
cently, via the erection of a
king-sized billboard, which
plugs everything but the sta-
tion’s call letters and fre-
quency.

With sweeping self-confi-
dence, KDAL has posted the
billboard at the busiest in-
tersection in the three-station
town. Copy merely lists show's
tag Don Dahl on the Sidelines;
its sponsors, Glueks Beer and
Chief Motors, and air time.

FRENCH TRY NEW GIMMICK

Rene Clair in Experiment

With 2-Dimensional Radio

PARIS, Feb. 10.—Radiodiffusion
Francais, French state radio, re-
cently came out with two inter-
esting experiments in broadcasting
technique. One, done by Film
Director Rere Clair, was what
may be described as depth broad-
casting; the other was airing mo-
tion pictures in radio.

Off two microphones set apart
in the studio, Clair made two
separate tape recordings of ‘he
show. The two tapes were then

hronized and then transmitted
via two different wave lengths,

Listeners with two receivers
placed six feet apart and at the
same level got a new sound per-
spective when the reception frr—
each speaker was of equal pitch.

The broadcasting of motion pic-
ture sound tracks has had the
advantage of the use of newer
films, both ‘rench and Americ n,
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than have been made available
to television. The films were
run off in a studio, and an an-
nouncer described the action not
evident from the sound track
alone.

Chevvy Hears Call
Of “Hear It Now"”

NEW YOREK, Feb. 10, — The
Chevrolet division of General Mo-
tors is indicating interest in pur-
chasing Hear It Now, the CBS
hour-long radio documentary, The
program, produced by Fred
Friendly and Ed Murrow, has come
up with a strong enough rating to
whet the interest of prospective
bankrollers.

Campbell-Ewald is the Chevro-
let agency.

affiliates get full rate for station
time, rather than the 3334 per cent
NBC pays, and wvirtually all of
them have sold this time to local
accounts,

Shows of the Susan Peters type
require permanent studio alloca-
tions, since the practice is to avoid
striking sets once they're up. NBC
can't afford that luxury In New
York., Even at that the Philly
origination—the show will come
from WPTZ—involves a number of
headaches, including difficulties of
casting and the guestion of fees,
The TV actors’ union has no pro-
visions for web shows other than
those originating in New York,
Chicago or Los Angeles,

Pic Op Bankruptcy
Laid at TV Door;

Receivers Named

PHILADELPHIA, Feb. 10.
David S. Moliver, veteran movie
operator owning the Regis and
Aurora Theaters here, filed an in-
voluntary petition in bankruptey
in U, S District Court here last
week “as a result of the impact
television has on the motion piec-
ture industry."” Three creditors
were named, with bills reaching
a little over the $1,000 mark.

Moliver claimed that since the
advent of TV, receipts from the
two neighborhood houses had
fallen off to such an extent that the
corporation operating the theaters
was unable to pay operating ex-
penses.

The court named two receivers
among the creditors to take im-
mediate possession of the two the-
aters to continue operations until
a decision is reached as to what
should be done with the properties.

—

Maugham Theater
In New Time Slot

NEW YORK, Feb. 10. — The
Somerset Maugham TV-Theater
will be moved into alternate Fri-
days 9:30-10 p.m. during the mid-
dle of April. The Tintair sponsored
show is currently on each Wednes-
day 8-8:30 p.m., but moves at that
time to make way for Charlie Wild,
Private Eye.

The latter program is now being
programed on alternate Fridays 9-
9:30 p.m. When Charlie Wild's time
becomes vacant, Live Like a Mil-
lionaire, the General Mill's show,
Iollowing it moves up a half hour,
and the Maugham Theater winds
up In the General Mills time,

The reason for the manifold
shifting is that Tintair was not
willing to commit itself except on
a short term basis on CBS-TV.
Wildroot, however, the sponsor of
Charlie Wild, placed a long-term

order and thus nailed down the
time.

Seabr'k Maps Big
AM Spot Promosh

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—An in-
tensive radio spot campaign was

being mapped out this week by
Seabrook Farms Frozen Foods of

Bridgetown, N. J., from as far
north as Boston and Buiffale to as
far south as Mobile. Spols feature
a homey-voiced character actor
billed as "The Man From Sea-
brook Farms™

Bill Kline, Seabrook ad man-
ager, is setting details of the cam-
paign. Business is being placed
thru the Hilton Riggio ad agency.

Videodex Study of News
Programs Telecast in N. Y.

iBesed on the December, 19208, Videodex M. ¥, Repert)
TARBLE iI—Weekdays

STATIONS AMD PROGRAMS

M.Y. RATINGS

WCRS-TY 1. CAS Hews (7:30 p.m., Mon.-Fri.) 14.5
2. Mews (11 p.m.; Tuss-Fri. in
4, Hews (11:18 p.m., Mon.} Lasa ftHhan 718
WHNBET 1. Bhall Mewi (4:10-6:18 p.mi.. Mon.-Fril.) F
2. Camel MNawi Caravan (T:45 p.m., Mon.-Fri.) 12.2
WwWARD 1. Headline Clues (Moen, Maon.-Fri} 1.0
2. Headline Clues (18 pom., Wed.) e
WOoOR-TV 1. John Wingate MNews (Meoon, Man.-Fri) Leis Tham 1%
2. John Wingate Newis (45 p.m., Mon.-FEri.) B
3 Telefax MNewi (3 p.m.. Men-Fri) Less than 1%
WX 1. Hewi snd Weasther (£:30 pom., MoR.-Tuss.-
Theri-Fri} 2.3
1. Televiaws (T p.m.; Man-Fri.) 1.
3. Mews snd Weather (11  Mon. snd Fri.) 1.3
d, Mews and Weether (113 p.m., Tuees) 1.4
5. News and Waeather (145 p.m., Wed.) 1.3
&. Mew:s and Weather (Midnight, Thurs) 1.7
7. News and Waather (11:15 a.m.; Fri.d 1.1
B Televiews (423 pum., Wed.) .0
9. Telepix Hewasresl (10:30 p.m., Wed. 1.¥
18 News and Sports (0230 p.m.. Fri) 1.1
17, Telenaws MNeskly (B:45 p.m., Fri.) 1.1
WIT-TY Y. Hewa and Features (11:15 p.m., Wad.) 1.5
TABLE Il—Saturdays
WEBE-TV V. Saturdey Mews (7130 p.m.) 53
WHET 1. NBL Mews (5:15 p.m.) 1.1
1. Mews Show (11 p.m.) 4. &
WOR-TV 1. Telefax Hews (2 pom.) Lets than 1%
WEIX 1. Hews pnd Weathar (11 p.m.) 1.8
1 Hews (1:15 a.m.) 0.3
3. Televiews (7 p.m.) 1.8
TABLE lll—Sundays
WCRS.TV 1. Maws and Weather (3145 pom) Less Than 1%
WHAT 1. Week®s MHews in Review (11 p.m.] 1.3
1, Hews Revigw (Moon) 1.1
WPIX 1'I :qllqplu H-i;nr-ul) 3 pm.) ::
. aviews T p.m.
a. 'I":-I-nl'-ll wWeakly 1 p.m) Less Fhan 1%
d. Telepin HNewserssl (10:48 p.m.} .2

Educators

Plan New

Move in TV Battle

NEW YORK, Feb, 10.—The “im-
practical” professors, long sloughed
off by commercial broadcasters as
idealists who needen't be _taken
too seriously, are really going to
continue putting up a fight for
reservation of 25 cent of those
video channels which they de-
manded at the hearings adjourned
two weeks ago by the Federal Com-
munications Commission,

A “little FCC hearing,” it be-
came known here this week, held
quietly altho not in secret in Wash-
ington while the official proceed-
ings were going on before the Com-
mission itself, will be used as a

ringboard for a further push on
g?e project before Congress, State
legislatures all over the country
and influential sectors of the gen-
eral public. )

The “little FCC hearing” took
the form of a symposium con-
ducted at the Statler in Washing-
ton by Saul Carson, radio-TV edi-
tor of The New Republic. Particl-
pating were Commissioner Frieda
B. Hennock: Thad H. Brown Jr.,
counsel for the Television Broad-
casters’ Association, and a roster
of the educational-television-chan-
nel-reservation board of strategy.

Talks Printed i

Significance of the symposium,
which was chaired by Carson, is
the fact that 50,000 copies of a re-
print of that talkfest are sched-
uled to be distributed by the Na-
tional Association of Educational
Broadcasters to members of Con-
gress and others who may count
in bringing pressure to bear for a
favorable decision by the FCC.
Since, of the 11 symposium partici-

pants, ondy one, Brown, represented
any segment of the commercial part
of the television industry—i4 stands
to reason that the story to be un-
folded in The New Republic will
give the educalors the best breaks,
The symposium will be publicized
February 26.

In addition te distributing the
50,000 copies of the symposium,
the NAEB is going to have Carszon
wrap up the proceedings into a
half hour radic program to be car-
ried by 51 of the organization’s
radio stations around the country,
It is understood, also, that the U, 5,
Office of Education, thru chief of
radio Franklin Dunham, has al-
ready put in a request for 50 disks
of that program, 1o be distributed
{:ﬁtis to stations around the coun-

TY.

Brains Assembhed
The brain trusters who pariici-
pated in the symposium, in addi-
tion to Miss Hennmock and Brown,
were:

Donham, RNeberi Hwudsen, former CRS
exee wha (s mew head of the radie di-
vision =i Lhe University of Illineic; Bar-
ton Pruls, gpeneral manager of KUTOM,
Minnrapolin, whe I alse secreiary of ithe
NAEH: Geerge Probsi, Universily of Chi-
caga soclal selentlii whe alss bheads ihe
“hicage Heund Table'' alrer an NBL;
Erymounr M. Siegel, WNYC (IN. Y.} prexy
of the NAEB; Charles A, Siepmsnn, of
FCOUO “Blae Boak™ fame: Dallas W, Smyihe,
af the Universily of Illimeis, whes (with
Denald . Horton, =f Chicage), engincered
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CBS Switch: Let Book Pubs
Grub for Rights to Scripts

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Things
have been so tough for the net-
works in the way of clearing rights
for adaptations of published ma-
terial that the Columbia Broad-
casting System (CBS) this week
came up with a twist on how to
lick the situation. CBS is going
to place a charge of reverse Eng-
lish in a new radio dramatic series
now In preparation, titled First

ABC, CBS Plan Big AM Dramats;

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Three
new top-level radio dramatic
shows were being set up for net-
work airing this week, each based
on a different twist. One, at ABC,

| | features adaptation of fiction from

three Crowell-Collier magazines;
of the two others, both at CBS,
one stars Kirk Douglas, Charles
Boyer, Joseph Cotten and Douglas
Fairbanks Jr.; the other CBS show
will be an hour-long stanza using
specially commissioned material
from the top writing names of the
nation.

The ABC show, tentative titled

Today's Greatest Fiction, will be
a weekly 30-minute drama with
material adapted from the three
top Crowell-Collier publications,
Collier’s, American Magazine and
Woman's Home Companion, It in-
volves not merely current issues,
but access to the back {files for
varns penned by some of the na-
tion's top writers in this and other
vears, The show is packaged by
Wilbur Stark. _

One CBS stanza is a top-budget
item titled The Big Four and will
star Douglas, Boyer, Cotien and
Fairbanks. Each of these stars

= Markel Back as Producer-Megger

will rotate in the series, but all
the others will be written Into the
script in absentia.

The other CBS radio biggie is
titled First FEdition and will be
produced and directed by Fletcher
Markel, who not long ago severed
connections with that network.
This will involve use of hour-long
originals by the biggest writing
names in the country, specially
commissioned for the series.

Neither CBS show has received
a time period or starting date as
yet,

Edition (see separale story in this
department).

Instead of buying rights, CBS
plans to sell them to the publishers,
It is going to commission some of
the nation's highest priced and
biggest name writers to do orig-
inal yarns for the hour-leng radio
series, After the airing the net-
work will try to sell top publish-
ing firms the right to adapt the
material into book or magazine
form.

Lenny Signed

For.”Open House"

NEW YORK, Feb. 10.—Lenny
Kent has been set as the comic on
B