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'53 Kick-Off Is Biggest in

Years for Record Business

Phono Sales,
Production
Boom Rolling

Mfrs, See 'New’
Industry; Upswing
To Hold Thru Year

WASHINGTON, Jan, 31—A
Boom in sales and productien of
phonograph sets is quietly under
way, it was revealed this week in
eonferences of industry brass here
and in New York. In Washington,
Commerce Department’s National
;‘mductjnn Autharity was  in-
ormed by industry spokesmen
that the boom is virtually trans-
forming phonograph manufacture

into a “new" industry with an

upswing in public demand seen
e to continue thruout 1953. In
lew York similarly optimistic re-
ports were exchanged Wednesday

graph Industry Commitflee, repre-
senting the Radio and Television
Manufacturers’ Association, the
Record Industry Association of
America and the Phonograph
Manufacturers' Assoeiation.

The booming volume of sales

Film Shio‘t—
For Both TV,
Theater Use

ROME, Jan. 31.—An accentua-
tion of the trend which has films
oduced for use both on TV and
g theaters took place this week
with a new entry in the dual-use
sweepstakes. “Theater of the
Doomed,” a series of half-hour
films in English, will be produce
in Rome for the American TV
market, with each script specially
written, so that three or four of
the films combined will make up
a complete, feature-length motion
icture. The fuldhﬁnyles. 'ﬁ"g;
jan dialog dubbed in, Wi
dﬁihmeﬂ lﬁ theaters oulside of
the United States. o
The project is an erican-
Itali pnnj-m-nduckiun deal be-
tween U S. produce: Marion
Gering of G-L Enterprises, ine.,
New York, and Dr. Sandro Palla-
Wicinl of INCOM. Rome, Films
Wil featurs American and Eng-
(Continued on pdge 8
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CROSBY NODS TO

v

NEW YORK, Jan, 31. — Bing
Crosby this week tentatively com-
mitted himself to do one and per-
haps two TV shows this season.
This decision resulted in a dog-
fight between two agencies —
Young & Rubicam and Batten,
Barton, Durstine & Osborn—over
which is to have the billings of
the sponsor, General Electrie.
Meanwhile, the third of the GE
agencies, Maxon, got itself a hefty
shee of GE business when GE this
week bought “Meet Mr. Nutley,"
featuring Ray Milland, from
Revue Productions, the Music
Corporation of America subsidi-
ary.

From the Crosby shows this

Kaye 58G for
Palace 2d Wk.

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — The
second week of the Danny Kaye
show at the Palace Theater, here,
was good for $58,000, against an

capacity, but the first one had
paper the opening night.

shows a week at current prices,
is about %55,000. The difference
comes from SRO sales which ae-
count for an additional §2,000 to
£3 800 weekly.

opencr of $31,000. Both weeks did ¥

Agencies Scramble
For GE Business

season is expected to come his de-
cision to do a regular series next
fall. This, of course, is the juicy
bone over which the two agencies
are wrestling. The Groaner's half-
hour shows, expected to be on
film, will probably go into the
Sunday night 9:30-10 p.m. slot on
the Columbia Broadcasting Sys-
tem's TV network where GE now
programs Fred Waring. One of
the Crosby programs may be pre-
sented in late April and the other
in late May. The enly considera-
tion precluding his TV shows this
season is a tight working schedule
because of his European vacalion
which is due fo start in March and
last until June. Bing Crosby Pro-
ductions will produce the films
and retain residual rights,
. B B.D & D services the War-
ing TV program, but ¥. & R, has
Crosby for radio on the CBS-AM
web, so that the future disposition
of the singer in TV is far from
simple. Since the three agencies
represent the client for differemt
aspects of the giant carporation's
vast electronic empire — Maxon
for electronics (radio-TV sets),
. & R. for appliances and
B. B. D. & O. for institutional, it
would seem that Y. & R. might
get a TV program to handle since
it is the only GE agency without
such billings.

But Fred Waring's future as a
TV salesman is not considered too

{Continued un page 4)

CESANA COOKS
UP CHARM ON
ALL BURNERS

NEW YORK, Jan 31—
Renzo (The Continental) Ce-
sana will be charming the
ladies wvia practically every
branech of show business short-
ly. New projects include an
intimate-type night club aet
(staged by Georgia Hale) with
champagne for ringsiders and
a trio of ballerinas, a "Bou=
doir Will Rogers" syndicated
column, titled “Don't Be
Afraid My Darling,” on which
King Features has an option;
two new Columbia Record al-
bums (he composed music on
one) out mext month; a pos-
sible movie in Rome, and &
merchandising program for
“Continental' smoking jackels;
ete,

In addition, he guests on
Tallulah Bankhead’s TV show
February 7, and is eurrently
negotiating with Du Mont and
another network for-the sale
of two new TV packages—not
“The Continental"—which he
has written and preduced.

Marg O’Brien
TV Pix Talked

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 31—Bing
Crosby Productions this week
was considering featuring Mar-
garet O'Brien in a new film series.

The show would have her do a
series of readings in the style of
Charles Laughton, but would
concentrate on much lighter ma-
terial.

By BILL SMITH
NEW YORK, Jan. 3l — The
Theater Restaurant Owners of
America, representing 150 clubs
in about 42 cities, wound up its
first annual conventic ‘Thursday

mise LD SUCK LOReliel ol &
h::t!e with the American Guild of
Variety Artists. All the members,,
however, agreed that it need not
come to an open fight if a mutual.
agreement on majar points can be
reached.

'TV Firm Eyes
Chaplin Studio

CHICAGO, Jan. 31. — Dickering
via truns-,ﬁllami: phone lpr the
| purchase of Charlie Chaplin’s Hol-
lywood film studio by Kling
Studios, Chicomo and Hollywood
TV film producers, has been under
way for ihe past three weeks,
Hobert Eirinberg, Kling president,
disclosed this :mkig

Chaplin studio
Sunset Drive by 80
brea.

350 feet on

0 feet on La-|the

The chief hurdle is the AGVA
demand that ops contribute $2.50
per week per performer to the
union's welfare fund. The second,
and perhaps an even bigger ab-
stacle, is AGVA's claim that all
its members are employees and
not independent contractors which
the cafe men consider them to be,

Added to these is s firm posi-
tion taken by TROA in all future
deals with the music license firms.
Tt was agreed that in the future
n e of its members will negoti-

American Society of Composers,
Authors and Publishers or Broad-
cast Musie, Inc. The licensing
orgs would be required to nego-
tiate with TROA's executive com-
mitlee
Unions Too . .
The same pattern will be fol-
lowed, it was decided, with all
organizations which new have
contracts with individual mem-
bers which will come up for re-
negotiation. These will include
all unions.

branch of the TROA will deal
with it, subject to the approval of
ie TROA’s executive body.

The employer-independent con-

ate contracts with either the|

Where a unfon has a local, the]

Cafe Owners Pledge Unity
On All Future Negotiations

'
tractor interpretation came in for
heated discussions. Lou Walters,
Latin Quarter op and president of
TROA, disclosecd he was being
asked for $14000 by the New
York State Unemployment Insur-
ance Board for failure to deduct
and contribute certain sums for
performers. Walters' -antention
was t.at these people (he gave as
examples, Sophie Tucker and Mil-
ton Berle) were not emplovees;
they were independent contrac-
tors, al, as such, he
to pay, He said he was ready to
take the case to the highest court.

TV Duo May
Be for Redl

NEW YORK, Jan, 31. — Arthur
Murray is negotiating for Rose-
mary Clooney and Juse Ferrer to
appear as a team on his Du Mont

Television Network program
sometime next month.
Miss Clooney plans to marry

Ferrer as soon as his divorce from
Phyllis Hill is firal, The Murray
show is aired on Sunday nights at

t have |

All-Industry
Levels High
For Dec.-Jan.

Hits Are Spread
Wide; No Slump
After Christmas

By PAUL ACKERMAN,
NEV GEHNMAN, 18 HOROWITE
and BOB ROLONTZ

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — The
record business on the manufac-
turer, distributor and dealer lev-
els has just concluded two lush
months of business—December
and January, In some instances,
the business volume racked up by
firms reached record-breaking
proportions: in others it was very
strong or gaod. Virtually ne firmsg
experienced weak business.
Tradesters noted two pertinent
factors. The hits for some weeks
have been widely spread—with no
one or two diskeries having a cor=
ner on this commaodity. And bus=-
iness, which generally dips for a
period of two wecks after the
Christmas holidays, did not do so
this time, In fact, holiday business

Capitol Takes
Over Cetra
Obpera Catolog

NEW YORK, Jan. 31.—Capitol
Records has taken over the larg-
est library of recorded opera in
the world, and has greatly
strengthened its position in the
classical field, as a result of three-
party conferences hetween repre-
sentatives of the Italian diskery,
Cetra: Dario Soria, head o~ Amer=
ican Cetra-Soria, and Glenn E.
Wallichs, president of Cap-
itol. The suceessfully-concluded
agreement provides that Cetra
and Cetra-Soria records will be
manufactured and sold by Capital
here, effective April 1. Capital,
the only eompany whose records
are manufactured and distrit - ted
thruout the warld under its own
label, has appointed Cetra as its
Italian representative
~ The long-term transaction will
involve payments hetwesn  the
principals of over $1,000,000
" From the standpoint of dealers,
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Billboard Backstage

By JOE CSIDA

1 wonder if you've ever won-
dered why the numerous situa-
tion comedies modeled after “T
Leve Lucy” fail to match the
genuine warmth, the wholesome
humor of the Lucille Ball-Desi
Arnaz show. Being a professional
wonderer concerning matters
such ag this, T often have. And
have done a little more. I've
{ried, as circumstances and time
permitted, to find out why.

One clue I have, I ran into
some 10 or 12 years ago on my
first visit to Hollvweod,  Like
evervone else who makes his
maiden trip to the film capital, I
did the rounds of the studios. At
one ‘of them (I don't remember
which, at this late date) they
were shooting a thing with Miss
Ball and Dick Powell. She was
no more beautiful then than she
is now, nor any less a regular
guy. I'd watched them shooting
a few pictures before I made the
Ball-Powell set, and a few after.
On all the other sets there was a
somewhat grim air. The direc-
tors, the actors, the cameramen,
the grips all seemed tense and on
the edge of a scream. Not so
around the Ball-Powell set,

and Powell were playving a love
seene in a rustic setting. A ecam-

at the couple. The director yelled,
“cut,” and then to the camera-
man:

“Get down on Miss Ball”

Miss Ball made @ comment on
this instruction, which I shall not
print here in this family journal.
Not that she used obscene or
otherwize unprintable language.
She merely made a very funny
comment. Everybody on the set
got a big chuckle out of it and re-
laxed, And pot back to shooting
the scene, which came off per-
fectly on that very next take.

1 am raking the point that Miss
Ball is that rare combination of a
beautiful woman and a really
pood puy. A lovely lady who
doesn't take herself too seriously.
1 say that this quality transmits
itself to her feéllow plavers, her
producer-director and everyone
else around her. On the “Lucy"
show, indeed, I'm quite certain
that all the people are of the
same heart and spirit. Speaking
of "Luey's" producer-head writer,
1 know for sure he is. His name,
of ecourse, is Jésse Oppenheimer.

It was early in the morning,
about nine o'elesk, and Miss Ball

‘When I was in Hollywood last
November I had breakfast with

era, high on a boom, peered down'|

him one momning. He pretty
much substantiated the theory
I've outlined above.

And this guy who produces the
number one show in television,
and whose name and title is
flashed on the glass face of tele-
vision sets in some 14,000,000
homes every week, told me this
story about himself.

He ran into a fellow with
whom he'd gone to college years
ago, and whom he hadn't seen
since college days. This fellow
was an insurance salesman.

“Jesse,” he Helloed, “Jesse Op-
penheimer, you old son of a gun!
Imagine running into you. I was
playing poker with some of the
fellows in our class the other
night, and your name came up,
We all said "What do you suppose
ever hecame of old Jesse Oppen-
heimer? Tell me, Jesse, old boy,
what are you doing with vour-
what are you doing with your-

“Oh,” said Jesse, “I'm in tele-
vision . . . getting along, kind of.”

And he didn't laugh till the in-
surance guy excused himself to
leave . . . to latch on, no doubt,
to sumeone in a spunder and less
hectic type of business, where the
life span figures to be a litile
longer.

~ Legit Line-Up

Two vears ago Actors’ Equity
dropped summer theater mana-
gers’ suggestion that stars touring
the strawhats were required to re-
hearse five days --ith each troupe
before opening. This was because
the managers later decided that
stars would demand such high
prices as to be prohibitive. Now
Egquity Council, after complaints
from deputies and its strawhat
committees on countless problems
involving one-day rehearsing, has
.passed a resolution that either the
five-day rehearsal must stand or
a complete package be hired in-
stead of a limited one involving
only the leads. Council is now
listening to summer managers'
complaints before making final
conclusions. .., The Council is
also awaiting official interpreta-
tion on the MeCarran-Walter Im-
migration Act before sending
John Kennedy to British Equity
in London, to discuss mutual
hiring of alien performers.

Polishing “Cn Borrowed Time,"
with original director Demetrios
Vilan busy on the Coast, is
Marshall Jamison, assistant ‘o
Jochua Logan. When Logan takes
“Picnic” to Boston, he'll also give
“Time" the once-over there. . . .
“South Pacifie,” booked into Mi-

spotlights a Carney background.
... The deadline date fur Players’

| Guide entries is February 5....

Paul Fielding will resign Febru-
ary 1 from Cincinnati's Stapge,
Inec., theater group, to set up a
professional stock theater next
fall.

EQUITY ENDOWS

COAST PROJECT .

Aclors' Equity has awarded
West Coast membership $3.000
($2,500 from Actors' Equity and
$500 from Chorus Equity) for set-
ting up an Equity Theater Project
there. ... David Wayne may as-
sume the lead in the U. S. version
of “Murder Mistaken,” London hit
produced by Wauna Paul and
written by Janet Green. with
Edward Choate and George Ross
producing here. ... Albert Lewis
will start mid-April casting on
"“The Greatest Story Ever Told,”
dramatized by Fulton Oursler
and Henry Denker from the late
Mr. Qursler's book, for a tour of
20 cities starting in September,
with a New York Easter Week,
1854, opeping scheduled. The
show will feature a cast of 50 and
a chorus of 20. ... I .uriney Burr
and John Byram set up a produc-
ing office. this weelk. . . . The
musical :Hazel Flagg” has been

ami by Bernaxd E. Sel and
Sam H. Grisman, hit the top for
legit box office there, with 106G
advance against a possible 142G
for its full 11-day, 15-performance
run. . . . Robert Downing's
“Around We Go" will bow in
April at the Houston Playvhouse,
two-year-old arena theater, with
Joanna Albus direc .. Play|

for New York from
February 3 to 11. Tickets already
bought for February 6, 7, 9, 10
will be for paid previews. Heolders
may exchange if desiring, . . .
Geraldine Page was eclevated to

stardom this week in ‘“Mid-
Summer,” her first play on
Broadway.... William Stucky's

ay.
“Touchstone’ follows “Male Ani-

mal"” inta the Music Box, New
York, on Tuesday (3). . . . Up-
coming is Samuel Taylor's “Sa-
brina Fair” or “A Woman of the
World,” probably to be produced
by John Fearnley.

NEW DRAMA GROUP
HEADIES 'CITIZEN' ...

The New Dramatists Workshop,
February 11-12, will present its
first new play of the c:ason, “Citi-
zen,” by Nerman Lessing, at the
Palm Gardens, New York. . . .
USO-Camp Shows will send to
Eurcpe a streamlined version of
“The Merry Widow" on Monday
{2)...= "Carnival in Rio,” Brazil-
ian revue, will be brought to the
U. 5. soon by Harry Kesarin and
David Samuels. The cast has 30
people, including a dancing-sing-
ing chorus of 16.... The biggest
hit Copenhagen, Denmark, has
ever had, “Sunstroke,” an inti-
mate revue, closed Sunday (18)
with a record run of 410 per-
formanees. The Dagmar Theater
there has scheduled April 15 for
its new revue.... Noted Ialian
dramatists are planning a Mid-
night Theater in Rome fo operate
from the old Nottambull Theater.
The Italian Riviera's resort town,
San Remo, will use legit as winter
and spring tourist lure. The town
has lined up the country's top
stars in many shows, including

Picture Business |

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 31 —If half
of the third dimensional projects
now being discussed behind closed
doors ever materialize, you'd bet-
ter pack a pair of polarized spees
with your bifoeals. The movie in-
dustry is experiencing its first
surge of enthusiasm for something
new since the perfection of color
film. Twentieth Century - Fox,
REKO, Universal-International, Co-
lumbia Pictures and Allied Artists,
among others, are known to be
ready to enter the third dimen-
sional race. Some in the industry,
such as Sol Lesser, feel that if the
meteorie rise of third dimension
econtinues, it may backfire at the
box office—that the public may be
lured by the ballyhoo of depth and
start passing up the older flat
productions. Studios would then
be left holding multi-million dol-
lar backlogs.

As far as this reporter is con-
cerned, this appears unlikely, I
am inclined to feel that the play's
still the thing and moviegeers will
continue to be altracted by top
productions whether or not they
haveé ihe benefit of such added at-
tractions as color or dimension.

By LEE ZHAITO

ber of the Wedding” or “Freasure
of Sierra Madre,"” to go back a
year or so, base their audience ap-
peal on fine story material, tap di-
rection and good acling, and can
prove themselves both at the box
office and in the collection of hon-
ors without gimmicks.

The currerit craze for dimension
was created by the phenomenal
success of Arch Obler'z “Bwana
Devil.” Patrons flocked to the
theaters to see “Bwana Dewil”
but it seems difficult to determine
whether the turnaway crowds can
be actually attributed to the sue-
cess of third dimension or to the
public's response to the film’s bal-
lyhoo. The promise that lions will
leap from the sereen into one's lap
stimulated the curiosity of patrans.
Whether or not third dimension
could do repeat business remains
to be seen. I for cne would just
as soon not put up with the dis-
comfort of paper rimmed spee-
tacles and the resulting eye strain,
and take my flm fare straight and
fat.

It should be remembered, how-
ever, that at this stage of the
industry’'s histery, when it is locked

Such Alms as {High Noon," “Mem-

in @ losing baitle over audience

Washington

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31.—Show-
biz folks who hire experts to eom-
pute their taxes may be interested
in this story related by an In-
ternal Revenue operative. Seems
that Internal Revenue in the
course of investigating a tax case
found an ex-school tearher amas-
sing a sizable fortune in the rcle
of an income tax ‘“consultant.”
The fellow’s devices, tho crude
and unimaginative, were amaz-
ingly sueccessful until Uncle Sam
found him. He merely coliected
the tax revenue from his clients
and pocketed the coin. If the tax-
payer-client paid by check instead
of cash, the “expert” erased the
payee's name on the checks and
inseribed hiz own. Once when he
found it impossible to erase the
name of the payee, he returned the
check to the taxpayer and gol one
payable to himself by explaining
that the check had nol been ae-
cepted and that he had paid the
maney out of his own pocket. Aft-
er receiving the money in these
cases, the “consultant™ reduced the
net income originally shown and
filed a false non-taxable return
or no return at all. Says Internal
Revenue; Hire a tax expert if you
want to, but be sure he’s a reliable
one.

AMUSEMENT TAX
CUTS BOILING . . .

Signs are stronger than ever
that Congress will get down to
brass tacks this year to slash
amusement excises. The congres-
sional timetable on excises has
been advanced by a pressure drive
to exempt movie theaters from the
federal admissions tax. Theater
folk pushing this drive have been
deing their job behind scenes
guietly but with astounding re-
| sults, Altho the 83d Congress is
hardly a month old, nearly 50
bills have been dropped in the

pers propesing tax relief for
| film houses. This is a remarkable
velume of legislation, especially
in so short a time. It is having the
effect of stirring into aetion an
army of adherents of other excize
cuts. Bills have been hoppered to
repeal or cut federal taxes on
phonographs, phono disks, cabaret
admissions, cigarette packs, liquor,
TV and radio sets. Counter-drives
are being pushed by interests
seeking an end to taxes on jewelry,
furs and other luxuries. House
Ways and Means Committee will
schedule hearings soon after a
showdown is reached on personal

Iinmrne tax reductions. In a sep-

arate step, the House Ways and
Means Committee is preparing to
seek an end to overlapping and
duplication of State, federal and
local amusement taxes. Less than

BROADWAY
SHOWLOG

Performances thru

January 31, 1953

Natural Vision Cerporation, firm
that owns the third-dimensional

| process used in the production of
| the Obler flm.

(Gunzburg report-
edly owned 5 per cent of the pie-
ture's gross earnings,)

So great a margin of profit on a
film hasn't been tasted by the mo-
tion picture industry in many a
year. The natural tendency is to
partake of this money-making in-
novation. However, it would be
wise to see whether or not third
dimension as we now know it will
continue to pull in the crowds.
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COMING UP
(Week of Febiruary 21
Love's Labgue's Lost....... 2= 8, '53
(N, ¥. City Center)

|selected.

Once-Over

ATLAS

a week after the hew Congress
opened, it got & Teport left over
from the previous Democrat-led
House Ways and Means Cammit-
tee urging an end to those tax
duplications. The new GOP-led
committee is studying the recom-
mendations afresh wilh strong en-
couragement from President
Dwight D. Eisenhower and his
fiscal advisors. A blueprint to end
the overlapping is defimtely in
the works, President Eisenhower
may soon go publiely en' record
urging the move.

NEW JUKE BILL
15 PENDING . . .

A nmew version of the Bryson-
Kefauver Bill to extend the Copy-
Tight Act to juke box playings
will be introduced later this sec-
sion. Rep. Joseph C. Bryson (D,
S C), co-sponsor of the centro-
versial eopyright bill which got
snagged in the last Congress, tells
us he's definitely planning a new
version, altho he has done no con-
crete thinking on it yet. Chances
are that the new bill will not be
exgetly identieal to last session's
scrapped measure, but it will be
along similar lines. Right now,
outlook for pessage of the legisla-
tion is no brighter than it was
last year. . . . Beginning to ai-
tract enough notice to raise possi-
bility of a Broadway tryout iz a
new play, “All Summer Long,"
which is in its' third week of 2
world premiere run at the Arena
Stage here. Adapted by Robert
Anderson from a novel by Donald
Wetzel, the play sensitively and
movingly tells the story of @ boy
growing up.

5t. Paul Blast
At Camera May
Blackball City

ST. PAUL, Jan. 31. — Mavor
John Daubney’s one man attack
last week on the Theater Guild's
“I Am a Camera” at the St. Paul
Auditorium touched off a {lare-up
which may injure future local
bookings.

Daubney ‘told the City Council
the day following” the opening
that “Camera” was "“filthy, vile
and indecent’” and a “disgrace to
St. Paul.” Public Safety Commis-
sioner Robert Peterson (who had
not seen the play) called it “New
York's gutter culture.” At the
mayor's insistence, three police
officers taock in the Tuesday mat-
inee, Trio, *including a police-
woman, reported they could find
no violations of the city ordi-
narnce.

The Daubney blast of "Camera”
Was a boon to business, however.
Auditorium  manager reported
Monday night take at $4.031. The
Tuesday matinee, which began
before the dailies carried the
mayor’s attack, grossed $1,077,
with evening finale jumping to
§4,350 for a total of $9.,459.42, a
good gross for three performances
here.

Julie Harris, star of “Camera,”
was greatly upset by the Daubney
attack and said, “Someone with a
| filthy mind might think it's filthy,
but ne one else possibly could.”

{Continned on poge ad)

Zhito Named
West Coast
BB Editor

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — Lee
Zhito, who has covered virtually
every branch of the show busi-
ness for The Billboard in Helly-
wood and environs for many
years, was appointed West Coast
indeor editor of the publication
this week.

Johnny Sippel, wha covered the
night club-vaude and music-rec-
ard beats for the paper in Holly-
wood, after many years of serv-
ice in The Billboard’s Chicago
office, leaves the orggnization
February 20. Sippel will become
Mercury Records' West Coast Re-
gional Director, effeciive Febru-
ary 23. (See story in Musie sec-
tion this week ) Sippel's replace-
ment in The Billboard's Holly-

wood office has nol yet been
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~ London
Dispafch

3y LEIGH VANCE s

LONDON, Jan. 31.—The most
independent of the British news-
paper barons is puckish, Cana-
dian - born Lord Beaverbrook,
whose “Daily Express” has a cir-
culation of well over four million
and whose “Sunday Express” is
the most influential of the popu-
lar week-end papers here. Third
of the Beaverbrook group is the
London “Evening Standard,”
well-known for its hard-hitting
theatrical and film criticism.

In recent months there have
been rumblings in the American
section of the motion picture in-
dustry here against the film re-
views in all of these organs. Re-
cently M-G-M's British chief, Sam
FEckman, and Warner Bros. Ar-

thur Abeles have withdrawn their |

advertising from both the Stand-
ard and Sunday Express because,
they say, the reviews are “un-
fair.” Their joint advertising
runs to about $700,000 a year—a
hefty whack for any newspaper to
lose. But no sooner did the film
companies come out with their
attack than Beaverbrook lashed
back with a biting statement
which said that, as he did not
want the “Daily Express” critic
to feel out of tune with his col-
leagues, the daily would there-
fore accept no further advertising
from the two film companies.

The affair has sparked a furi-
ous controversy in the press. Al-
most all papers side with Beaver-
brook’s action, claim that the
M-G-M and Warner Bros’ action

—if followed thru would
strangle freedom cf the press.
Feeling here is that the film com-
panies have made a prize blunder
by launching the move at a time
when informed opinion in Britain
is hardening against spending
dollars on importing Hollywood’s
epics at all.

BRITISH DISKINGS
ON UP-GRADE . . .

The music publishing business
in Britain is in about the same
position here today as that in the
U. S. 20 yvears ago. Only recently
has the power selling of disks
been fully exploited. It was a
general shock to Briti . showmen
to wateh the fabulous Palladium
successes of names like Guy
Mitchelll and Frankie Laine —
whose reputation over here was
solely wax inspired. It seems
that since then there has been a
great awakening all round.

About 18 million pop disks are
sold annually in this country.
Singer Jimmy Young is the top
seller, polling about 125,000 sales
so far for his top numbers, “Too
Young" and “Kiss of Fire.” Vera
Lynn is the top saleswoman, fol-
lowed by Lita Roza and Anne
Shelton. Behind Jimmy Young
on the male side come Lee Law-

(Continued on page 52)
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Rome
Round-Up

| By SYD STOGEL
| ROME, Jan. 31. — Economists
haven't as yet got around to tell-
ing us why, but business seems to
be better than good everywhere,
especially in show business
Movie houses are crowded more
than ever before, the opera is
packed nightly, concerts are
drawing good - sized audiences
and—believe it or not—even the
legitimate theaters have to dust
off the SRO sign from time to
time.

| The big surprise of the legit
season is the continued success of
Vittorio Gassmann's four - hour
| “Hamlet.” Acclaimed by critics
as the season's top show, “Ham-
|let” opened on November 26 at
the Valle, and it is still going
strong — quite an achievement
|here, when you consider that a

ithree-weok run is touted as a

smash success. It is interesting to

| note that “Hamlet"” is drawing a
| new type of audience to the thea-
ter—moviegoers who are seeing a
drama in the flesh for the first
time.

Milan, too, has had its hit show
of the season, and the critics are
| still blushing every time some-
| one mentions Arnaldo Fraccaroli’s
comady, “We're All Milanites.”
When the show opened last fall
at the Manzoni Theater, critics
jeered it in no doubtful terms,
calling it “amateurish trash fit
for the garbage truck,” etc. The
show closed last week after 140
consecutive performances, setting
an all-time record.

ITALIAN DISKERS
ADD KIDISKS. . .

Taking a cue from thc Ameri
cans, Italian diskeries are now
adding kidisks to their lists. The
platters are quite good, tho it will
|take us some time to become ac-
| customed to Pecos Bill drawling,
“I reckon so, Pahdna,” in Italian.
... Local disk jockeys are raving
| over a series of records put out by
|M-G-M in Italy featuring a Car-
| negie Hall concert given in March
11946, by Woody Herman and his
band. Picked for pats and posies
were Ralph Burns, Sonny Ber-
man, Dave Tough, Red Norvo,
Chubby Jackson, Phil Phillips
and Bill Harris.

The George Raft picture has
been re-titled from “Cairo Inci-
dent” to “Algiers Incident.” Yes,
it's being made here in Rome. . . .
George Saunders has arrived
(alas, without Zsa Zsa!) to make
“New Wine,” with Ingrid Berg-
man as co-star and Roberto Ros-
sellini at the megaphone. . . . Di-
rector John Huston has left the
Excelsior for Ravello, near
Naples, to film “Beat the Devil”
with Jennifer Jones and Hum-
phrey Bogart. . . . Errol Flynn is
back at work on “Don Juan's
Teacher,” after a two-week tussle
with Don Jaundice. Linda
Darnell’s first Italian pic, which
starts next month, will be “For-

bidden Women." The director
will be Giusepp (Bitter Rice)
De Santis.

DISTRIBS IRATE
AT CENSORS. ..

Film distribut
the current Christian Democrat
censors who have become so
prudish that even the strict Fas-
cist censors now -ppear like lib-
|erals in retrospect. What hurts
‘theater owners is not so much
films that have been cut by the
censors, but flicks which are
|okayed for release with the pro-
| vision that minors under 16 will
not be admitted. The regulation
is rigidly enforced and cuts down
attendance by as much as 25 per
| cent.

The National Dramatic Authors
Union of Italy is continuing to
fight foreign plays and is now
preparin~ a regulation whereby
non-Italian show. can be trans-
lated and adapted for the stage
here only by Italian authors reg-
ularly registered with the gov-
ernment.
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TV FILM

Sothern Is Slick ‘Secretary,” But
Seg Is Strictly Out of Stereo File

“Private Secretary” belongs in
TV's slick but stereotyped situa-

tion comed, file along with
“Meet Millie,” “My Friend Irma,”
“My Little Margie” and such

close kin as “I Married Joan.”
‘My Hero,” and, (still undisputed
champion) “I Love Lucy.” The
series is smartly mounted, and
flicker star Ann Sothern is an ex-
cellent actress, but format and
script-wise the show smacks too
much of the assembly line to
make much of a dent in an al-
ready over-crowded field.

Miss Sothern (as Susie Camille |

McNamara of the title role) plays
a sort of intellectual Maisie—so-

By JUNE BUNDY

| phisticated in voice and speech,
| but given to knocking golf balls
around the office and sashaying
thru jitterbug routines after
hours. The terping took place in
the first episode. when her talent
agent boss (Don Porter) asked her
to look after his teen-age niece
(Gloria Winters) while he was
.out of town. The stock plot-line
|then decreed that the niece’s
teen-age beau (Michael Hall) ask
Miss Sothern to help him break
|up the young gal's romance with
| an older man (Walter Reed).

Thereupon Miss Sothern
donned a Maisie-like sequin-and-
feathers outfit and proceeded to

drive Miss Winters mad with
jealousy by prancing thru TV's
idea of the Lindy Hop with her
|callow escort. Miss Sothern is
an accomplished comedienne,
equally effective in slapstick or
high comedy (as witness her
academy award nomination for
“Letter to Three Wives”), so she
\managed to make a good deal of
this juvenile fare funnier than it
actually was. Porter followed her
lead and underplayed to advan-
tage too, but the rest of the cast
turned in painfully overdrawn
performances.
The show deserves high praise
(Continued on page 12)

NIGHT CLUB

Georgia Gibbs a New Thrill, With
Superb Style, Vibrant Personality

There are few girl singers
around today who can match
Georgia . Gibbs’ selling savvy.
Coming on to a show-me house
jammed with tradesters who
knew her when, Miss Gibbs pro-
ceeded to do a show that had
them velling for more. The gal's
routine consisted of oldies, pops,
her Mercury reprise, “Kiss of
Fire,” and her new Mercury disk-
ing, “Seven Lonely Days,” a coun-
try tune which will hit the trade
next week. She also sang “Yid-
disher Momma” and a few more
novelties. Each number had skill
written all over it. Each move,
each phrase, up or down tempo,
had the house on the edge of its
seat. Even her occasional talk be-
tween numbers was apt and with

just enough humility to add stat- ' piping delivery, Miss Carson gets

By BILL SMITH

| ure to her already superb singing
| performance. This is a new
| Georgia Gibbs. a vibrant person-
ality with a voice and sight bits
which should make it in almost
any medium where visual values
are important,

Sue Carson has done something
to herself that adds much to her
| appearance. She also works a lot

better, tho her material—all spe-

cial comedy—can stand additional |

|hypoes. Her best were her “Never
Trust a Man, Period” and “Seven
Lively Arts.”” The latter has been
in her book for a number of years,
so she knows how to handle it.
| The former, “Never Trust ... " is
apparently new, tho a great piece
!of material. Using a bridal cos-
tume and a Judy Holliday-ish

screams. Unfortunately, much of
the comedy values inherent in
| this number are lost thru her
over-mugging and over-punching
snapper lines. Such a number gets
| heightened wvalues if undersold.
The middle of Miss Carson’s act
is weak. It depends on take-offs,
mugging, etc. Her Lena Horne
copy was the best of this seg.

La Vie En Rose,

New York
(Tuesday, January 27)
Capacity. 0. Price policy.

$4-55 minimum. Shows at 8:30,
12:30 and 2:15. Operator, Monte
| Proser. Booking, non-exclusive.
| Publicity, Gene Weber. Estimated
| talent cost this show, $3,500.

TV FILM

New Series Offers Fem Features
In Fresh, Departmentalized Format

The aim of the new Telenews }furnis)lings and famous females. |
package is to offer the ladies, via | While these types of features are |
TV, the type of material they're |not exactly new to TV or theatri- | the

used to getting in the slick
women's magazines.
be a new release every week, con-
sisting of from five to eight sepa-
rate featurer with a total running
time of at least 12% minutes.
The station may run the week’s
release as a complete quarter-
hour show in itself, or it may
break up the separate features
and integrate them into a locally
produced fem show

The several departments of the
program include fashions, food,

By GENE PLOTNIK

|cal newsreels, it must be said

There will:lhnt the approaches employed in |Certainly i

|the show caught were somewhat
different and so more interesting
and attractive than the usual.
For instance, the fashion fea-
\lure opened with shots of a couple

‘oi average American girls stroll- |

ing thru Paris. There were sev-
eral good
Parisian landmarks, Notre Dame,
Place de la Concorde, and so on.
Finally the two girls landed up
at Christian Dior's boutique,

long shots of famous

where they were shown rummag-
ing thru scarves and hats and
n trying on dresses, always
with the price tag plaved up.
f producer Leona Car-
ney will avoid the straight, hack-
inc_\'ed modelling shots and con-
|tinue to round out her fashion
| features this way, the gals at
| home should be grateful.

The food feature in the segment
reviewed was set at Gogi's LaRue
|in New York, where the chef
quickly gave his formula for the
sauce he uses on his duck a
I'orange; then the dish was shown

Continued on page 12)

TELEVISION

All Work, No Play Makes Jack Duill
Boy; He Fiddles While Room Squirms

Hoary theatrical tradition de-
crees that every comedian be a
frustrated tragedian. Last Sun-
day (25) night Jack Benny ful-
filled his own personal yen to be
a concert violinist, via a solo per-
formance of *Love in Bloom,”
backed by a 60-piece symphonic
orchestra. The results were pleas-
ant, but lacked the sock show-
manship of Benny's last TV show
with the Jimmy Stewarts.

The concert gimmick would
have been fine for a brief pay-off
scene at the finish, but it was
hardly the stuff of which top-
notch, half-hour comedy shows

By JUNE BUNDY

are made. The rest of the pro-
gram was little more than win-
dow dressing for the concert
which ran for several minutes,
with Benny playing it straight for
the most part. The basic trouble
was that while Benny is a com-
petent violinist, he doesn’t play
well enough to generate any gen-
uine musical excitement, yvet he
doesn’t play bad enough to be
really funny.

Consequently, the audience was
kept in a constant state of inde-
cision thruout. Benny’s relatively
few concessions to comedy (walk-
ing on stage first without his

bow, giving a piqued double-take
|to an over-enthusiastic cymbal
' player, etc) were beautifully
timed, as usual, but the audience
| seemed hesitant about picking up
laugh cues for fear of laughing in
the wrong places.

Benny's stint as a straight
musician was curiously touching,
particularly when camera close-
ups caught a tight-lipped, almost
frightened expression on his face
while he was playing.

The show opened in Benny's
dressing room, where he confided
his childhood dream of becoming

(Continued on page 11)
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Agency Scramble for Biz

® Continued from page I

Crosb Nod to TV Starts ‘
|

rosy
ing an eight-week road trip, two

mote from Los Angeles and Kan-
as City, Mo. The client is using
half-hour dramatic films madc
Sovereign Productions to re
place him. Should these films gpt
substantial ratings, there is every |
chance that they may be used not |
only in the summer, but also to|
replace Waring next fall.
Who, Where?

Which agency gets Crosby will|
probably depend upon which di-
vision GE wants him to represen

OPTIMISTIC

Patt Says
AM Healthy,

Proves It

DETROIT, Jan. 31 There is
no sound basis for pessimism in
the radio business todav, John
F. Patt, president of WJR and
WGAR, told an annual staff con-
ference  here last  week, be-
cause ‘it is still the leading mass
medium reaching the greatest
number of people at the lowest
cost.”” Patt backed up his opti-
mistic predictions for 1953 by
solid statisties from WJR's own
books for 1953, highlighted by
an advance sales increase of
$90,479.77 over 1 for a new
high of $3.383,29 In addition,
the station rejected over $250,000 |
of business offered because of
reasons of policy to conform with
station standards.

Key factors in the business
increase, despite the admitted in-
roads of television,
ing to Worth Kramer,
manager: Development of new
sales material presenting concrete
information to aid time-buyers in
evaluating the station’s sales-
appeal potential, and opening of
the new sales office in New York,
under the direction of Gordon
Gray, giving closer liaison with
national accounts

Guy May Spell
Benny for LS

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — The
first rumblings on radio’s summer
replacement front were heard
this week wher it was reported
this week that Lucky Strike was
considering :ub:tltuimg either
“Guy Lombardo Time” or an AM
version of “Private Secretary’ for
Jack Benny on the Columbia
Broadcasting System. The Lom-
bardo show is probably first
choice because of its track record
two years ago when it replaced
Benny.

But should “Private Secretary,”
the new filmed situation comedy
starring Ann Sothern, score on TV
it willl be given a chance to see
what it can do on radio. Batten,
Barton, Durstine & Osborn is the
agency.

KRAFT THEATER
IS NOW ‘OLDEST’

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 31.
—*The Handyman,” house-
gadget show conducted by
Jack Creamer on WPTZ, this
week lost its distinction of
being the oldest commercial

32,

5.

show in television. Started
back in April, 1947, Gimbel
Brothers department store

here started sponsoring the
Creamer saga every Friday
night at 9 for a quarter-hour
Stretch. Gimbel's dropped
out this week, with the
“Kraft Theater” on Wednes-
day nights now enjoying the
distinction of being TV's old-
est  continuously sponsored
show. Creamer earlier this
month started a show of his
own on radio on WIP here.

were, accord- |
station |

t. | manager

; _ | tional front,
of his programs will be done re-|

While he is currenﬂ\ start- | Should the GE execs brheu that

would make an ideal institu-
Y. & R. might well
be handed Sovereign films or the
Waring show to service. It is be-
lieved that Crosby

'KNXT Sales Reach
370G, Record High

H()LL\WOOD Jan. 31. — Sta-
tion KNXT this week hit ¢ -
time high in sales totaling ¢
| 000. Edmund C. Bunker,

r for the Columbia B
casting System U‘Jvned»np\[dl(d
|outlet and the Columbia Tele-
vision Pacific Network, discl
that the weck of January
saw the sale of three new

he

ysed

half-|

will wind up |

next season Sundav z‘ugh!s at 9: 30
an ideal time period. GE would |
then be forced to purchase an- |
other time period for the other |
program. |
GE, meanwhile, is shopping for |
a time period for the Milland pro- |
gram thru Maxon. The National
Broadcasting Company’s TV net- |
work will have a half hour be-
tween 7:30 and 9 p.m. to offer,
with the demise of the “All-Star
Revue.” CBS-TV has only Tues- |
day night 8-9 pm, open and Sat- |
| urdays 9-10 p.m., which periods |
have proved difficult to sell. But
CBS-TV will certainly be willing
to move other programs around to
get the important GE business.
Meanwhile, Crosby is taping a

to permit his European junket.

hour shows, the sale of CBS TV| The singer will also tape seven of |

film packages plus more than §
000 spot announcement and pa
ticipation business, including nev
sales and renewals.

radio shows in Paris, which
1 allow him to use top Euro-
E talent. His current radio
s will last until July.

OPERATION ORACLE

Weaver

NBC Clairvoyant

NEW YORK, Jan. 31, The
former board chairman’s suite at
the National Broadcasting Com-
pany this week was getting the
final touches prior to ils occu-
| pancy by Sylvester (Pat) Weaver,
Inewly elected vice-chairman
the network's board, who is un-
dertaking as his first effort in that

post a real Nostradamus-tvpe job. \

The quarters are those on the|
sixth floor,
Niles Trammell when he held
down the chairmanship of NBC.

Weaver, who has been vaca-
tioning prior to moving into the
lush quarters for. his next assign-
ment, will be charged with chart-
ing the network’s moves in both
radio and television for the next
15 years. This will involve his
prognosticating the course both

the aural and visual media will
I take in that period of time, and

| pates.

how NBC’'s policies should be
geared to the changes he antici-

It's -understood that Weaver
can hardly wait to get started,

|since he has been noted in the

trade for his long-range thinking
about broadcast development»
Without the day-to-day worries
about specific network and pro-

graming problems which he for-|

NBC Signs
Ed Beloin

NEW YORK, Jan. 31.
expected that the signing of Ed-
mund Beloin as a TV producer for
the National Broadcasting Com-
pany will bring to the TV net-
work many more established com-
edy writers now in motion picture
work,

NBC has lent Beloin to Official |

Films to serve as producer of “My
Hero"” starring Robert Cummings.
In addition, he will produce at
least one more show originating
in Hollywood, and concentrate on

rhp creation of new packages. Be-
loin entered the radio business in
1936 as a writer for the Jack

Benny show.

10 CBS Clients
Renew 18 Segs

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — The
Columbia Broadcasting System
this week retained $11,700,000
worth of radio billings when 10
web clients renewed 18 programs.

Procter & Gamble renewed six
shows, Lever Brothers three pro-
grams, William Wrigley two pro-
grams, and General Foods, Toni,

Mars, Metropolitan Life, Campana | P&

Sales, Longines-Witnauer and
Carter Products each repacted for
single shows.

of |

formerly occupied by

Set as

merly faced as veepee in charge
of_the networks, he will be able
to concentrate more fully on this
theoretical assessment of the in-|
du-\tr s future. It's known that
ver will deal mainly with the |
busme:s side of the AM-TV pros- |
pect, rather than with the spe-
cifics of programs.

In his task, Weaver likely will |
ave the aid of top technical and |
scientific brains at the parent |
Radio Corporation of America. It |
is deemed almost certain that his |
crystal-ball effort will necessitate |
mtmg into the jigsaw such indi-
vidual pieces a:, still nonexistent
technological advances, the role!
of color TV, and the polentlalw
development of rival media such
as home pay-as-you-go TV and |
theater television. Fitting them
into a single picture, tradesters |
opine, will be the neatest trick
since the Delphic Oracle advised |
the Roman emperors on whether
Uwu options would be picked up.

AEC ATOMIZES
WWDC BUSINESS

“’ASH}'\TGTON Jan. 31.—
in telephone
ausing a heap of

Station WWDC
Energy Com-
h the broadcasters

v are getting the
W ‘of the deal.

WWDC (STerling 3-3800)
is not so much annoyed by the
calls intended for
£ rling 3-8000) as by

of business. It is not
lers, an-

1i pitch adver-
n WWDC, to ask AEC
e home demonstra-
one particular day
nt  have sold two
dozen ving machines.
\E“D( hopes the new admin-
on will change things—
e}q;h. ne nbers, anyway.

confusion at !
and the Atomic
mission,

w

Blast CBC as

15-22  number of his radio shows ahead |

"Undemocratic’

TORONTO. Jan. 31. The
Canadian Broadcasting Corpora- |
tion is “undemoc tic and not in
the public interest,” the Cana-
dian Association of Broadcasters |
charged this week in a hearing
before the CBC Board of Gover-
nors. The blast came during pub-
lic hearings on proposed new
regulations for radio stations, |
stipulating among other things
that private stations must use Ca-
nadian talent during 48 per cent
of broadcast time

“There sufficient

isn't

air time,” the CAB argued before

the board, a(!ding that the CBC|
was Irying to

of cultural breading.”

reserved its d

posed regulation

R&R Snags
Bosco Syrup

NEW YORK, Jan. 31.—Ruth-
rauff & Ryvan this week got the
Bosco account. The chocolate
| sirup m
000 a
agency has also recently acquired

he Glamorine and Tintair busi-
ness, among others.

These three accounts together
bill close to $2.000,000, a strong
surge upward for R. & R., which
| was hurt materially when it lost
"the Lever Brothers account.

The board

TV License Limit of 5

For 1 Firm S

| WASHINGTON, Jan. 31.—From |
here on out, the Federal Com- |
munications Commission will limit
applications for TV stations to|
five, which is the legal bag of}|
licenses that can be handed out

It is|t0 one person or corporation. The‘clum not re

| commission made this clear in a
;Lh cision on bids by Storer Broad-
| casting Company, which currently
owns or controls four TV stations,
simultaneously pressed applica-
tions for VHF Channel 10 at
Miami and VHF Channel 9 at
Wheeling, W. Va.-Steubenville, O.

et by FCC

looking tow ard amendment of the

commission’s multiple ownership
rules
Storer contends that the rules|

limit own

P dﬂd opcration of
TV broadc

ations to five, but |
r to applications for
4 Storer is the licensee
Uf TV stations WIBK-TV, Detroit;
WSPD-TV, Toledo, and WAGA,
Atlanta, and owns all
of San Antoni
pany, license
Antonio.

r o

stations.

Television Com-
of KEYL-TV. San

Cana- |
.dian talent to take up that much |

‘enforce a process ‘\

n on the pro-

spends about 1,500,- |
on advertising. The |

I of the stock |

FCC ABC-Para
Verdict Ready
For Release

WASHINGTON, Jan
Commissioner Frieda
| dissent at last npleted,
|eral Communications Cor
is ready to malke public it
ity verdict, drafted more than 3
week ago (The B oard,

any, favmmg the merge

31.—With

of A

can Broadcasting Company
United Paramount Theaters, Ine,
Issuance of the verdict had been
awaiting only the completion

af

Miss Hennock's dissent, w
written in strong language ¢
critical of the FCC majc
| The final majority verdict «
| the merger, altho long antic
| is expected to have another
| some effect on stock quotations of
the parties to the merger.
Meanwhile, on Capitol Hill, &

Charles Tobey (R.. N. H)
sisting he
i\\,hn}e subject.
heads the Senate

i Foreign Commerce C e,
had asked the commiss 10
withhold its verdict pe a

study, and he has asserted

‘-m;1(‘ hearings. Lumm tte
committee is

| last week, to
TV licenses to ant

‘(neithm‘ ABC nor UPT are !
category).

CBS Seeks
‘Godfrey Subs

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — The
| Columbia Broadcasting ¥
this week was lining up rep
ments to spell Arthur Godire
his two-week February
with General Curtis Le May.
tatively set are Eddic Albe
. emsee Godfrey's morning show on

radio and TV, Garry Moare to
handle “‘Talent Scou ind per-
haps Moore and V Borge to
host on “Godfrey and His
Friends,” the Wednesday nright

| video show.

| Missing from the line-up of re-
| placements is Robert Q. Lev

| who for seven years h bee
Gndﬁe), No.lreplaceme
| Lewis is now no longer a CB
contractee. Godfrey leaves Feb
ruary 9.

'DET. TV CREW
DEFIES DANGER

| DETROIT, Jan. 31.—E
| neers Art Wilson and Ct
| Mitchell, of the WXYZ
i remote crew, performec
|
|

the true tradition that

show must go on” last ¢
day when: the mic
| dish broke loose under

and wind pressure just before
| a boxing show, picked up
| from the Coliseum on 1)
State Fair Grounds. The t
engineers climbed the
foot tower and took turns

an hour holding the dish
| position, in a freezing

and high wind. The sche
uled show was able to go on,
only three minutes late.

The Storer bids had drawn al
protest from WSTV, Inc., also an|
applicant for Channel 9 WSTV-
| claimed that if Storer were per-
2| mitted to keep both apphculmn:
on file, there would be no limit!
to the number of apphcahcm any-
one ~might file, the commission
would be fiooaed with applica-
tions and a general log-jam of ap-
plications would result.

The commission, concurring|
with WSTV, decided to withhold |
further action on appllCatlDﬂS for |
new TV stations in confliet with
Storer for the Miami and Steuben-
ville channels for a period of 3
days during which Storer must
elect which of its two applications
it wants the commission to con-
sider.

Emphasizing that the Storer ap-
plications were actually “incon-
sistent and conflicting” under
FCC rules which limits commer-
cial TV station ownership to five
r person, the commission indi-
cated that it was -lenient with
Storer since the telecaster had
participated earlier in proceedings

Alleged Blacklist May

Be Hot AFT

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — Fire-
works are expected to take place
at the next meeting of the local
board of the American Federation
of Television and Radio Artists

| because of a series on blacklisting

currently running in The New

York Post.

The series said that Laurence
Johnson, of the Veterans Action
Committee of the Syracuse Su-
permarkets, compiled a blacklist
of his ewn with the aid of much
personal information and advice
furnished. by Vinton Hayworth
and Ned. Wever, among others.
Hayworth is president of the New
York local board of AFTRA and
Wever is a member of the board,
in addition to both being mem-
bers of the national board.

RA lssue

|  There already have been
| ports that several members of the
New York local board will ask
for an explanation from ooth of
these execs. The AFTRA consti-
tution expressly prohibits mem-
bership in the Commm 1> Party
for any of the union’s dues pav-
ers. Those memibers of the local
board asking for the explanation
will want to know why, if both
Wever and Hayworth had any
fresh information on Communist
activities of union members, such
information was not presented .to
the union, assuming the state-
ments in the newspaper’s series
were correct.

Attempts to reach Haywerth
and Wever for comment were
unsuccessful.

o
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Sports World Awaits
NPFL Suit Results

~ NEW YORK, Jan. 31, — Two
important actions—one Lpnssibly
placing further restrictions on
telecasting of baseball games, and
the other, a suit to force the Na-
tional Collegiate Athletic Assoca-
tion to permit unlimited televis-
ing of college football games —
were seen this week to hinge
upon the decision in the Federal
anti-frust suit against the
National Professional Football
League.

The TV committee of baseball
major and minor leagues has de-
cided to conduct a nation-wide
survey of the effects of video on
baseball attendance. The first
formal report of this survey will
be given to baseball executives
during the annual mid-summer
meeting in Boston, July 14, But
any action by organized baseball
to restrict the televising of the
national pasttime would depend

upon the results of the current
NPFL suit.

Many baseball execs profess to
see their attendance situations as
precarious, should most of the
new TV stations poing on the air
be permitted to televise baseball,
but thev nevertheless are keenly
interested in potential revenue to
be derived from network airings

of games as projected by two|

webs (The Billboard, January 31).
Du Mont fo Sue

At the same time, the counsel
for the Du Mont network, Morton
R. Galane, this week said he
would sue the NCAA for his
client to force the unrestricted
televising of collegiate {ootball
should the government prevail le-
gally against the NPFL., Du Mont
has been in the forefront in the
fight against NCAA restrictions.

Meanwhile, the New York
Yankees and the New York
Giants reported that 24 pgames
that are to be televised over
WPIX, here, this coming season
will be while the clubs are on the

CBS Tries to
Save Admiral

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31. — The
Columbia Broadcasting System
this week was trying to save the
Admiral business on its radio net-
work., The set manufacturer has a
25-minute Sunday afternoon news
show which features Robert Trout,
The program nolt being produc-
tive of a big rating, the client has
been unhappy, with renewal not
certain.

The CBS radio news depart-
ment has worked out a formula
that would bring in correspond-
ents from overseas and freshen up
the program. Should Admiral not
buy this idea, it may continue on
the network with another pro-
gram of its own selection. Erwin-
Wasey is the agency,

‘Comedy Hour’ Stint

Set for Ritz Brothers

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 31. — The
Ritz Brothers will headline their
first “Colgate Comedy Hour" on
February 22. Comedy threesome's
TV appearances were restricted to
one show last November and a
show during the past season, both
on the "All Star" series. This
will mark their Colgate debut.

According to present plans, trio
will shoulder the show on their
own talent sans guest stars. They
will be supported by the Colgate
line and ork.

|

road. Of these games, 13 will be
Yankee contests and 11 Giant.
The station will telecast a total
of 158 games featuring both clubs.
Chesterfield is the Giant sponsor
and Ballentine and White Owl
the Yankee client.

The reason that both baseball
teams have decided to use road
TV is to see if such a pattern will
increase home attendance. Should
the experiment succeed, next sea-
son will see the televising of more
road games by these clubs.

The Brooklyn Dodgers, via
president Walter O'Malley, and
Horace Stoneham, president of
the New York Giants, made the
first move favorable to adoption
of another system of televising.
Both came out in favor of a trial
of a pay-as-yvou-see coin TV ex-
periment, but there seemed little
chance of immediate adoption of
their suggestions.

The pro grid trial in Philadel-
phia meanwhile, still was in its
preliminary phase this week, with
witnesses from the broadcasting
research field testifying about the
efficacy of TV, and the effect video
has had on radio, among other
subjects,

11 More Tele
CP’s Handed
Out by FCC

WASHINGTON, Jan, 31.—
Three TV grants for non-commer-
clal educational stations, all in
Connecticut, were included in the
iatest batch of 11 construction
permits handed out this week by
the Federal Communications
Commission, This brings the num-
ber of post-freeze CF's to 219, in-
cluding 14 non-commercial educa-
tional stations, while total TV
station authorizations reached 327
this week, Four of the new CP's
are for VHF channels and seven
for UHF.

Recipient of the new non-
commercial educational TV grants
is the Connecticut State Board of
Education, which will operate on
UHF Channel 71 at Bridgeport,
UHF Channel 24 at Hartford and
UHF Channel 63 at Norwich.
Harding College, Memphis, was
awarded a TV grant to operate
a commercial station on VHF
Channel 13.

Other CP's went to Northwest
Television Company, Fort Dodge,
la., UHF Channel 21; John A.
Barneﬁ: Roswell, N. M. VHF
Channel 8: Lawrence A. Harvey,
Salem, Ore., UHF Channel 24;
WJHL, Inc., Johnson City, Tenn,,
VHF Channel 11; Bell Publishing
Company, Temple, Tex, VHF
Channel 6; Jacob A. Newborn Jr.,
Tyler, Tex,, UHF Channel 18, and
Barham & Barham, Charlottes-
ville, Va., UHF Channe] 64.

At the same time the FCC de-
nied a joint petition by the Stark
Broadcasting Corporation and the
Brush-Moore Newspapers, Inc,
both of Canton, O., requestin the
commission to amend the TV ta-
ble of assignments to provide an
additional UHF channel for Can-
ton. Commissioner Rosel Hyde
dissented and Commissioner Eu-
gene Merrill concurred only In
part.

The commission also proposed
the assignment of VHF Channel 4
to Fayettesville, W. Va,, and UHF
Channel 18 to Burnsville,- N. C.
The proposed assignments would
require no change in the commis-
sion's table of assignments,
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TV HAMS CLOG
IKE'S PARADE

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31.—
Reason why President Dwight
D. Eisenhower's recent inaug-
ural parade was slowed to a
snail’s pace was because near-
ly evervbody wanted to get
into the TV act, according to
views expressed at a "“post-
mortem” meeting Wednesday
(28) of inaugural committee
chairmen.

Many of the marchers were
so anxious to make sure that
they were seen on TV, they
“just naturally paused” every
time they faced a TV camera,
it was pointed oul by one ol
this week's inaugural confer-
ees, The pauses were multi-
tudinous, for there were cams-
eras aplenty on almost every
block. The parade was ad-
judged by the committee
“hest" In history, but it took
longer than any other.

HI-FIDELITY

FM Outlet
In Bid for
N. Y. Market

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31 —WABF,

the classical music FM station |
here, will begin an all-out drive |
in the direction of high-fidelity |

fans and users in March. The
plan calls for special programing
and articler in the outlet's
monthly program magazine. The

programing will include talks on |

and demonstirations of, the wvari-
ous audio devices. Several equip-
ment dealers have already bought
participating sponsorship, and Irv
Green, of Allied Sound, is sked-
ded to conduct an on-the-air
demonstration.

Ira Hirschman, president of
WABF, believes that the good-
music, high - fidelity fans are
among those who will remain
loyal to radio despite TV.

Morris Suit vs.

James Dismissed

NEW YORK, Jan. 3'. — The
£37.963 suit by the William Morris
Agency against Dennis James
was dismisssed by New York Su-
preme Court Justice Aron Steuer
vesterday. Judge Stew.r dismissed
the second and third causes for
alleged bre:. h of contract because

the complaint failed to include |

necesssary facts. He gave the
agency until February 2 to file an
amended complaint,

The first cause of action against
James was dismissed as insuffi-
cient. In it, the William Morris
Agency asked for commissions al-
legedly due it covering September
to November, 1952 totaling $1,722.

BLUE RIBBON GAMBLE

Davey-Gavi

lan Bout

Guaranteed by Pabst

CHICAGO, Jan. 31.—A gamble
made by Pabst Brewing Company
in guaranteeing the International
Boxing Club against any empty
seats at the Davey-Gavilan fight
February 11 has paild off. The
fight already is a virtual sellout,
and it is likely that even the
standing room will be exhausted,

In a precedent-setting contract,
Pabzt not only paid an estimated
$100,000 for rights to the scrap,
but agreed to pay for any unsold
seats, Pabst ran large newspaper
ads in Chicago, Milwaukee and
Michigan touting the [light, and
giving ticket prices and mail-
order blanks. The company re-
pgrted excellent results from the
ads.

The guarantee is for 22,160 tick-
et sales. The gross gate will run
about $398,000 plus TV rights. To
this will be acﬂled the standing-
room seats at $5 and $10. Four
thousand will be available.

Address on
NARTB Seal
Bids Comment

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31.—The
National Association of Radio and
Television Broadcasters, bent on
improving TV programing, is
making it easier than ever for
televiewers to throw their bou-
guets or brickbats at the associa-
tion. The 93 individual TV sta-]
tions and four networks subserib-
ing to NARTPE’s television code
will continue to display the code's
seal of good program practice, but
beginning February 8 the insignia
will carry the legend: "NARTB
Television Code Board, Box 1711,
Washington 4, D, C.”

“By Emphaslzmg the address,"
Chairman John E. Fetzer of the
code review board explained,
“the board hopes that viewers
will be encouraged to comment
maore freely and frequently on TV
programing."

At the same time, NARTB
President Harold E. Fellows told
the Georgia-Association of Broad-
casters’ meeting that “employ-
ment opportunities in television
will be even g‘rr—:ater than they
have been in radio,” and pointed
out that 1,000 TV stations on the

air will mean employment for
40,000 persons. He also anticipated |
that TV's gross ($350,000,000 in
1852) "may be doubled or even|
tripled” in the next few years.

O’KONSKI ON FCC HOOK

e,

Okay to Build Sans CP
But Operations Nix

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31.
Building a radio station withoul
a construction permit is not illegal
the Federal Communications Com-
mission ruled this week in support
of the “premature’” construction of
a broadcast facility at Wausau,
Wis.,, by Rep, Alvin E. O'Konski
(R., Wis.). The only catch is that
an unauthorized station cannot go
on the air.

The commission offered its opin-
ion after Station WSAU, Wausau,
Wis., petitioned the FCC to hold
up on a broadecast license for
O'Konski, who had been author-
ized earlier to increase power and
move his station WOSA from Mer-
rill to Wausau. WSAU luriher re-
gquested a hearing to determine
whether or not O'Konski violated
the Communications Aect by begin-
ning construction on the new fa-
cilities before a CP was issued to
the congressman December 4, 1952,
and “whether or not the circum-
stances bear on the moral and
other gualifications of the appli-
cant to be a licensee.”

The Communications Act specifi-
cally states that “no license shall
be issued for the operation of any
station the construction of which is
begun or is continued after this act
takes effect, unless a permit for its
construction has been granted by
the commission.” Upon O'Konski's

acknowledgment that construction
had begun prematurely, the com-
mission modified his CP by adding
the following condition: “No con-
struction or installation of equip-
ment effectec prior to December 4,

1852, shall be utilized by the per-
mittee in constructing the facilities
authorized by this permit."”

Another twist on the extent to
which television has taken over
boxing was provided in the
Wednesday night (28) telecast
from Chicago Stadium. Two pre-
lim bouts were televised, and the
main event was not seen. Attend-
ance was only 2,285, and the pre-
lim boys got more pay, $1.000,
from television than the main-
event fighters got from the gate.

NO LET-UP

Dems MapAM,
TV Battles;
Adlai Vs. ke

WASHINGTON, Jan, 31.—
Democratic National Committee
revealed this week that its plans
are rapidly materializing to keep
Adlai Stevenson In a running
battle via TV and radio against
President Dwight D. Eisenhower.
The defeated Democratic national
standard-bearer will appear in a
national simuleast not only on
February 4 but also on February
26, both dates being viewed by
the national committee as only the
“starters™ in the renewed drive.

Democratic National Chairman
stephen A, Mitchell revealed that
the committee is meeting con-
siderable success in its funds-
raising drives. "Listening” parties
are being organized for Steven-
son's national telecast from a Jef-
ferson-Jackson dinner in New
York on February 14 and his tele-
cast February 26 from Los Ange-
lez, Funds will be raized at the
various “listening party™ dinners
thruout the nation.

Mitchell in a talk in St. Cloud,
Minn., today declared that pub-
licity, research and speakers’
bureau activities will be conducted
thruout 1953 at "“campaign wyear
tempo” under direction of Deputy
Chairman C!aitun Fritchey, aided
by research chief Phil Stern and
publicity director Sam Brightman.

GOP to Fill
2 FCC Posts

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31—
White House sources say Presi-
dent Dwight D. Eisenhower is at
last ready to name a new chair-
man of the Federal Communica-
tions Commission and a new
member to the post now held by
Commissioner Eugene Merrill, a
Democrat, whose appointment by
former President Harry 5. Tru-
man comes to an end as soon as a
s:;r:r:essur is confirmed by the Sen-
ate.

FCC Chairman Paul A. Walker
is expected to stay on as commis-
sion member after a new chair-
man is named. Walker's term ends
June 30. Commissioner Rosel
Hyde continues to be considered
for chairmanship along with for-
mer Rep. Albert Cole, Kansas Re-
publican; former FCC Commis-
sioner Norman S. Case, who is a
former governor of Rhode Island,
and former Commissioner Robert
Jones. The last named would have
to be “drafted” for the chairman-
ship since his availability is un-
certain.
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Shy of Year's Costs

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31. — The
National Broadcasting Company
has chalked up $1,200,000 worth
of sales orders on its early morn-
ing TV show, "Today,” for 1953,

which puts the Dave Garroway more human

program within $100,000 of cov-
ering its production costs of
$1,300,000 for the year. The three-
hour daily series carries a weekly
budget of $25,000, with a produc-
tion unit of 30.

A total of $260,000 in new "“To-
day” business was booked this
month, including Hed Heart Dog
Food (two segments a week for
26 weeks, $130,000) and the Trail-
er Manulacturers Association (one
segment per week for 52 weeks,
$130,000). In addition, Kleenex
tissuezs will spend more than
$150,000 on the show during the
first quarter of 1953, and NBC
will realize additional income
from local siation revenue,

Recent sales on “Today" salso
include an $80,000 one-week satu-
ration campaign for General Mo-
tors, while Dial Socap (which
bought more than $500.000 worth
of "Today" time in 1952) has ex-
tended its contract thru May,
1953.

Effective February 1, NBC is
offering “"Today™ clients discounts
{on time costs only) up to 20 per
cent, with old clients given the
option of continuing on the old
discount plan until April 30, 1953.
Discounts range from 10 per cent
(for advertisers buying from 39
thru 51 segments) to 20 per cent
{for 108 or more segment buys).
New discount structure goes into
effect concurrent with “Today’s"
new plan allowing a maximum of
four advertisers to buy one min-

NARTB Flacks
Thump Drums

For Conclave

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31.—Pre-
paring for the biggest turnout in
its convention history, the Na-
tional Association of Radio and
Television Broadcasters this week
sent to members the first brochure
promoting the 315t annual NARTE
convention, slated for the Bilt-
more Hotel and Theater, Los An-
geles, April 28-May 1. The snappy
folder reflects the upcoming con-
vention theme, *“53 Gold Rush to
California,” which according to
NARTB convention committee
chairman Clair R. MecCullough,

will "EI;]{{J}IESEEE that the 'gold’ of

increased profits and greater sav-
mgs in broadcasting can be gained
thru the ‘mine’ of tested experi-
ence and practical operating pro-
cedures” which the NARTE con-
vention will provide.
Symposiums on UHF and lim-
ited market TV and on coverage
of sports and public events are
included on the agenda. Tested
principles for profitable station
management, developed from an
exclusive NARTB survey of
broadcast operations in four rep-
resentative areas, will be un-
veiled. Subseription TV and the
“ecomplexion of the Federal Com-
munications Commission in the
new administration” will alse be
up for discussion. The “preatest
exposition of radio and television
equipment ever staged for broad-
casters” i1z promised by NARTB.

Radio, TV Cost
Winery 4006

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31. — The
Wine Corporation of America
(Mogen David Wine) this week
went ¢n a $400,000 binge for the
purchase of two shows, one radio
and the other TV, for a 13-week
period. The advertiser bought
Monday thru Thursday 10-10:15
p.m. on the American Broadcast-
g Company's radio network be-
ginning February 9 for “News of
Tomorrow,” featuring Gordon

Fraser. It also acquired Thursday |

morning, 11:15-11:30, on the Co-
lumbia Broadcasting System’s TV
network beginning Feburary 12
for a program featuring Bill Cul-
len, Betty Clooney and Milton De
Lugg's band.

The client will retain its present
Du Mont nighttime half - hour
show, “"Where Was 17" Weiss &
Geller is the agency.

ute of time each during a 25 min-
ute period of the program.

Meanwhile producer Dick Pink-
ham has decided to bolster the
' show's heavy news content with
interest features,
' Robin Chandler has joined the
| show to handle a daily women's
news seg, and Pinkham is going
after the kid audience via the
pacting of Mr. Muggs, an 11-
month-old chimpanzee who starts
on the show Monday (2). Muges,
owned by two former NBC page
boys (Roy Waldron and Bud Men-
nella) who now own a Glen Rock,

out the program. However, Pink-
ham expects to make particularly
good use of him on commercials,
as & lure for advertisers with
products that appeal to children,

N. J., pet shop, will appear thru- |

NY Spielers
Win Raises,
VYia AFTRA

NEW YORK, Jan. 31. — The
American Federation of Television
and HRadio Artists this week won
substantial raises for announcers
working at three local TV stations
(here, WOR-TV, WABD-TV and
' WPIX. Announcers at WOR-TV
' received raises from $115 to $135.
' In addition, they are now allowed
to free lance for networks if it
does not interfere with their staff
work and is not for a competing
product.

At WABD-TV they were raised
from $985 to $135, but will not re-
ceive pay for announcing station
breaks. At WPIX, announcers
getting $85, $95 and $105 respec-
tively will get $20 pay boosts in
each category. At both stations,
mike spielers will get fees for
film work which were not given
to them previously.

TV Sense

WASHINGTON, Jan. 31. — As
the Federal Communications Com-
mission resumes hearings Monday
(2} on theater TV, participants
are facing what amounts to an ul-
timatum from the commission to
clarify their proposals lest the FCC
abruptly terminate the hearings in
the near future. In a sharply
worded notice of revised proce-
dure, the commission Friday (30)
demanded the participanis point-
blank to clarify themselves and
address themselves to “the appar-
ent inconsistencies” in their testi-
mony. In language which left no
doubt as to iis meaning, the FCC
declared: “*The commisgion is un-
able fo determine at thiz time
whether the continuation of these
proceedings "as presently consti-
tuted would serve any useful pur-
pose.”

NEWS CAPSULES—COAST TO COAST

WASHINGTON—Vice-President
Richard Nixon has joined with
those who contend that television
in the near future will shorten
political campaigns. Nixon made
his viewpoint known on the Mark
Evans show this week (27) on
WTOP-TV. It was his first appear-
ance on a TV news show since he
was sworn in as vice-president.
Nixon, whose famous “funds” ex-
planation simulcast provided the
turning point in the last national
campaign, demonstrated his af-
fection for TV by walking out of
& White House diplomatic recep-
tiﬁ::nn to appear on the Evans TV
show.

In predicting condensation of
campaigns of the future, Nixon
said: “In three or four weeks the
public can get to know the candi-
dates thru television, radio and
newspapers.” Frequent TV ap-
pearances presumably would en-
able candidates to rely less on
the grueling whistlestop coast-
to-coast tours of the past.

FORD FOUNDATION
NAMES STANTON ..

NEW YORK — Frank Stanton
this week was named chairman of
the board of the Center for Ad-
vanced Study in the Behavioral
Sciences, a new $3,500,000 organi-
zation to study soeial relations
being supported by the Ford
Foundation. Stanton will not cur-
tail any of his duties as president
of the Columbia Broadcasting
System.

VIEWERS" COMMENTS
SOQOUGHT BY TV ...
WASHINGTON—The “Seal of
Good Program Practice” used by
82 TV stations will soon be
changed to include the -ddress of
the Code Board of the National

Bl A

Association of Radio & Television
Broadcasters. This is to encour-
age viewers' comments on pro-
graming,

SINGLE RATE FOR
AEC STATIONS. ..

NEW YORK — The five radio
stations owned by the American
Broadcasting Company will
shortly effectuate a single rate
for both dayvtime and evening.
WJIZ here, WENR, Chicago, and
WXYZ, Detroit, put their new
rate cards into effect February 1.
KECA, Los Angeles, and KGO,
San Franecisco, will fellow short-
ly. WJIZ has set $720 per hour
from 8 am. to 10:30 p.m. seven
davs a week, a cut of 20 to 40 per
cent in nighttime periods. Class
B fime on WJZ is set as 7 to 8
am. and 10:30 p.m. to midnight.
Class C time is between midnight
and 7 a.m. The new Chicago and
Detroit rates are along the same
lines, ABC is the first network to
go into the single-rate plan for
its 0.80."a

‘GARDEN GATE' TO
SEED COMPANY ...

NEW YOREKE — For the ninth
straight wyear, the Ferry-Morse
Seed Company has bought "Gar-
den Gate” from the Columbia
Broadcasting System'’s radio web.
The 14-week series, which is pro-
gramed to take advantage of the
pre-planting season, starts Feb-
ruary 21 in the 9:30-9:45 time
period. McManus, John & Adams
is the agency.

PHILLY SCHOOLS
SKED 24 SEGS . ..

PHILADELPHIA — A schedule
of the 24 weekly radic and TV
programs produced for in-school
and at-home reception is being

B e T —

Nixon Agrees TV Helps Campaigns;
Stanton to Head New Ford Study

sent by the board of education to
each of the 220,000 students in the
public schools. Parents are urged
to keep the schedules near their
television sets and radios and to
“tune in as often as possible.”
The programs are prepared and
|pruduceﬂ by the radio-television
|staff of the public schools.

KITCHENER SEEKS
PRIVATE STATION . .,

TORONTO — The first televi-
sion station in Canada to be oper-
ated by private interests is to be
set up in Kitchener, a city of
50,000 persons. There are only
1350 TV sets there, but an applica-
tion has been filed by Gilbert
Liddle, owner of the radio station
in the city. At the present, the
city receives programs from Buf-
falo and Toronto.

GOD'FREY BENEFIT
GHOSSES 20G ...

DETROIT—The special Arthur
Godfrey show at the University
of Detroit Memorial Building Sat-
urday (24) drew a capacity crowd
of 7,100, with a pgross of about
$20,000, on a scale of $1 to $4,

house was a sellout two
weeks ahead of time, Godirey
brought his cast in for the event
at his own expense. Only basic
costs, such as lighting and local
musicians, came out of the pro-
ceeds. Funds go toward the pro-
jected $1,250,000 Student Activi-
ties Building.

CANADA TO END

RADIO LICENSE FEE. . .
TORONTO—Canada’s nuisance

radio license fee of $2.50 & vear is

to be abolished in the forthcom-

ing budget. It is reported at the

!same time that no TV license fee

The Members of the

are cordially invited to
an exhibition of entries

n

The Billboard Fifieenth Annual
Radio & Television Promotion Competition

Tuesday, February 10, 1953
210 5 P.M.
at the Jansen Suite
Woaldorf-Astoria Hotel
New York City

Radio, Television and Advertising Professions
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FCC: 'Talk Theater

or Else’

Legalists for movie, theater and
common carrier interests in re-
sponse to the FCC’s notices are
insisting that they have kept the
issues clear.
ordered counsel for the National
Exhibitors Theater Television
Committee and Motion Picture As-
sociation of America to furnish the
FCC with complete theater TV cost
data, including cosis of production
and transmission, so that the com-
mission can determine the *“ulti-
mate cost of admission to a theater
patron.™

NETTC and MPAA were also
studying seven other key questions
posed by the FCC, on which re-
sumption of hearings Monday (2)
may hinge. FCC wanted to know:
{1) Why is it not feasible for thea-
ter TV to operate on the frequen-
cies already allocated to commen
carrier services? (2) Why should
commoaon carrier frequencies be gl-
located to a theater TV service on
an exclusive basis, and what justi-
fication is there for displacing
other present users of those fre-
quencies? (3) Why is it feasible
to share freguencies in the indus-
trial service but not in the com-
mon carrier services? (4) To what
extent will frequencies allorcated
for theater TV be applied for, by
whom, and when? (5) What per-
centage of the time will programs
be shown by theater TV? (6} Wil
Theater TV provide only “live”
programs? (7) How could theater
TV be established as an indus-
trial service and what limitations
would apply to theaier TV cus-
tomers?

FCC said it expocted to hear the
answers to these questions, follow-
Ing conclusion of testimony on the
engineering and cost phases of
theater TV, “before determining
whether to proceed further with
this hearing.”

FCC cited as a sample “incon-
sistency" the suggestion by NETTC
and MPAA that theater TV should
be established on a “special com-
mon carrier” basis, and on an-
other oceasion, on a “private non-
common carrier” basis.

will be fixed until there is an ex-L
tension of TV service in Canada.
The money which the Canadian
Broadcasting Corporation
received from the licenses will
be made up by an additional
grant from Parliament.

PAY-AS-YOU-SEE TV
ON RTMA'S AGENDA ...

WASHINGTON.—Discussion of
pay-as-you-see television  will
highlight the mid-winter confer-
ence of the Radie Television
Manufacturers’ Association to be
held at the Roosevelt Hotel New
York, February 3-5. Paul V. Gal-
vin, Motorola, Inc., heads the new-
ly appeointed RTMA Committee to
Survey Subseription TV, which
will meet for the first time Tues-
day (3). RTMA’s established Tele-
vision Committee, under Chairman
W. R. G. Baker, General Electric
Eumpany, will meet the following

ay.

‘52 TV SET QUTPUT
UP BUT AM DHOPS ...

WASHINGTON—An estimated
6,096,279 TV sets were produced
last year to better 1951's produe-
tion figure of 5,384,798, the Radio
Television Manufacturers Asso-
fiation announced. Radio output,
hoewever, dropped from 12,627,362
units in 1851 {0 8,711,236 in 1952, a
year-end tabulation issued this
week by RTMA revesaled.

RTMA also reported that on the
basis of a six-week reporting pe-
riod last December, 921986 TV
sels and 1,325,158 radios were
manufactured, to make it produc-
tion wizse the best month of the
year, This is in contrast to 467.-
108 TV sets and 868,100 radios in
December, 1951, a five-week re-
porting period. July was the low
point in production, with TV sets
down to 198,921 and radio out-

put sagging to 441,736.

NARTE TV LABOR
COMMITTEE NAMED ...

WASHINGTON — Harold E.
Fellows, president of the National
Association of Radio and Televi-
sion Broadcasters, Friday (30) an-
nounced the : ppointment of a new
working committee for the asso-
ciation—the Television Labor Ad-
visory Committee. Chairmanship
of the unit has been accepted by
Robert D. Swezey, WDSU-TV,
New Orleans, who presently
heads the NARTEB television
board.

Serving ith Swezey are
Joseph McDonald, National
Broadcasting Company; Frank
Falkner, Columbia Broadcastin

(Continued on page 12
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Each Day of the Week Top 10 TV Shows
) {316,000 TV Sefs;*
in BUFFALO oo v 5o | Each Day
. in PITTSBURGH
« + « According to Videodex Reports
« «» « According to Videodex
WBEN-TV . - . WBEN, Ine. . i [T] !.'Ianl ABC, [BS, NBC .
Videodex reports monthly om each of 25 major markets, :tiud? n:h:llshlinq a mn:ulll':fr Mna;l;rg&
r In the 25 markels it jaries in a >
ﬁmmhmﬁ,u::ﬂhﬂm?ﬁ:: rru:k:u, taken the first seatn days of each month, contains Tnp 5 Radio Shows
the rating for every 15-minute segment of every program from sign-on to sign-off. The rating for
any show longer than 15 minutes is obtalned by averaging the 15-minute ratings. Thé top 10 shows E I'l D
each day in any of the 25 markets are determined by comparing the averags ratings. ac ﬂ}'
DECEMBER, 1952 ! .
S SUNDAY, SIG-ON TO SIGN-OFF w| in RICHMOND
) e
1. COMEDY HOUR. .....ovveevncnnns veono NBC. . ... 8.00- 9.00, ... WBEN,....59.9 » » » According to Pulse
T MAYHOIBE . st sdss st s NaE NBC. ... 9:00-10:00,... .WBEN..... 56.4 pe
3. RED SKELTOM. .. ....oveuvecnmnvnnnnns MBC..... 7:00- 7:30.... WBEN..... 54.6
e THE BOCTOR. ccvsiosensinna s wianias - <NBC.... 10:00-10:30.... . weeN.... 415! Share of Total
5. THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS. ..... P A CBS..... 7:30- 8:00.....WBEN.....468 A d
6. WHAT'S MY LINE! ......... . CBS..... 10:30-11:00. . .. WBEN.....45.6 udience
1. LET'S PLAY CHARADES. . ... AP— LR . B:30- 6:45, ... .WBEN..... 19.2 Rﬂdiﬂ vs‘ TV
8. SUNDAY AFTERMOOM PARTY. ........v.c0s Non-Het..... 6:00- 6:30..... WBEN. . ... 119 )
O RMITBALL. - ooiv v wan o a0 ABC. .... 2:00- 4:30.... WBEN.....249 in RICHMDN D
10. SOPER DIRLUS. . ovicnnisssiavainaniies ABC. . ... 5:00- 5:30.... WBEN.... .24.38 7 e e g
MOMDAY, SIGM-ON TO SIGM-OFF
L O B A L o i b et e e (Bs..... 9.00- 9:30,....WBEN. . ... 693
2. OZZIE & HARRIET. ......ovvvrnnennns. ABC. ... 7:00- 73:33 ..... w;EE: _____ :i: FOR FULL
3. LUX VIDED THEATER.......vovveimuuvins (BS..... 8:00- B:30. ... .WBEN..... ;
B STUDID ONE. .. oo oomsesnseeannnss a rooottoo . ween 408 INFORMATION B
B, MARINE THEATER. . ..vcvvvoovuvusnss Hon-Net. .. .. 2:30-10:00. . ... WBEN. .... -;gg -::::t' all radi:arm: f:le;;;::l::
§. YOICE OF FIRESTOME. . ...cocvucinanress NBC..... 8:30- 9:00..... WBEN. ....36. e e G n
positions and the many other
T. SAGEBRUSH TRAIL. .. .iiivnvrsunnvias Mon-Met. . . .. 6:00- 6:30. ... WBEN. ... .35.4 et i i N
E. Hﬂlﬁl}‘r nﬂﬂm' ........................ HH:. SR 5:3']‘ ﬁ.’ﬂﬂ ..... WEEH- ----- 31}.3 SUCCAassS or f.ilum ﬂl' a program,
0. DICK TRACY (hilm)....ioonnvsnnamacs Mon-Mel. . ... 5:15- 5:30..... WBEN._....231 luhl_l:rilm f':hpa" of :r the il:l.lll
10. SPORTS SPOTLIGHT ....ccvvivavnvnnnn Non-Met..... 6:45- T:00..... WBEN. . ... 10.1 :;:::l:ﬂ;u:i"“; r::ﬂi:;ﬂ:l;::ﬂ::
For full details of the Pulse
TUESDAY, SIGN-ON TO SIGH-OFF reports, write to THE PULSE,
1. CIRCUS HOUR. .......ociviusrnnnnnnnns MBC . ... B:00- 9:00.....WBEN..... 55.21. H:E ?Ji West 46th Street,
2. MARCH OF MEDICINE. .....ccnvue- e NBC..... 9:30-10:00..... WBEN. .... 43.4 s . , ) _
3. FIRESIDE THEATER........cccvuinuinvav-ns MBC..... 9:00- 9:30._... WBEN.....41.2 o ﬂ'“”lil' :::H':r :?t:f tt; H]I‘Ir'd“&.
4. SAGEBRUSH TRAIL...........ccco... dondet, . .. B:00: 6:30.... WOEN,....366| CBE SAVies i, g0 Y 43
5. TWO FOR THE MONEY...... Sy (BS.....10:00-10:30. ... WBEN.....323|  Madison Avenue, New York.
6. FOUR STAR PLAYHOUSE. .......cuurvnnn.. CBS.....10:30-11:00. ... WBEN.....303 R
T. HOWDY DODDY. ... .coiuibiosansannrysn NBC..... 5:30- 6:00..,. WBEMN.....296| AMERICAN RESEARCH BU-
8. YOUR JEWELERS SHOWCASE (Flm)___..... Mon-Mel_ . ... 7:00- 7-30.....WBEN..... 28.6 \HHEA“: Mational Press Building,
9. CAMEL NEWS CARAVAN. ................ NBC..... 7:45- 8:00.... WBEN..... 1.1 ashington,
10. DICK TRACY (film}......... civevie o 5:15- 5:30.....WBEN.....244
WEDNESDAY, SIGH-ON TO SIGM-OFF o ® Clha re of Total
. GODFREY & FRIEMDS. ... .ccvueivinnnnns (B5..... 8:00- 9:00.... WBEN..... . 3
2. KRAFT TV THEATER. ..o e einnansonns NBC..... 9:00-10:00. ... . WBEN.....51.7 Aun’: ence
3. SAGEBRUSH TRAIL......... Cvwssue..Non-Wet,. ... 6:00- 6:30,....WBEN..... 38.5 *
4. PABST BLUE RIBBON BOUTS. . .............CBS.....10:00-10:30. .. WBEN.....36. Eﬂd{ﬂ vs. TV
& SUPERMAN (Flm). . ................MonMet ... 7:00- T:30,... WBEN..... 329 in B”FFAIO
6. CAMEL NEWS CARAVAN. ......ccvvmecens MBC..... 7:45- B:00..... WBEN. . ... 315 e ;
7. HOWDY DOODY. .......o0vevueuwenen. . NBC..... 5:30- 6:00..... WBEN. . ... 30.5| - - » According to Pulse Reports
8. DICK TRACY (film)....... eesasannn Hnn Met..... 5:15- 5:30..... WBEN..... 21.6 November-December, 1952
O T AT . v v icm o wm g B b CBS.....10:30-10:45..... WEBEN..... 22.9
10. ARTHUR GODFREY.......oovvemuvcanens. CBS..... 10:1511 AM.... WBEN..... 21.5
: 7 P.M. to Midnight —
THURSDAY, SIGH-ON TO SIGN-OFF e S TN
i: BROUCHD MARE . ... oisvevivaes sadewas MBC..... 8:00- 8:30..... WBEN.....548 ﬁ; 1'_-':““: NEIEJI:E
2. T-MEN [N ALTION........ At P e A B s 8:30- 9:00..... WBEN. ... 52.1 Aud Aud Radia
BANABIET i e e R A WBC..... 9:00- 9:30..... WBEN. ... .49.9 & TV
4, FORD THEATER........cuuees JMBL..... 9:30-10:00. . . .. WBEN. . .. ‘f: SUNDAY ....... 66.0....34.0....463
5. MY HERO........ P Py L HBC..... 7:00- 7:30.....WBEN.....4l. MONDAY 434
6. SAGEBRUSH TRAIL. ...covvinvnrannnns Hon-Hel. .. .. 6:00- 6:30.....WBEN..... R T e e 64.1,...359....43.
1. BONOY OO0V - msnivimvavaan NBC..... 5:30- 6:00.... WBEN..... g;g TUESDAY ... .. 638 362 410
B. MARCH OF MEDICINE. . .....ccvvuuricns- MBC..... 10:00-10:30..... WBEN. ... .33
9. DICK TRACY (Im). ... .ooveeeennsss Non-Het_ . . .. 5.15. 5:30.... WBEN.....29.8| WEDNESDAY ... .63.2....36.8....44.6
10. DANGEROUS ASSIGNMENT (film). ....... Non-Net.....10:30-11:00.... WBEN.....28.6| THURSDAY . 627 373 453
FRIDAY, SIGN-ON TO SIGN-DFF FRIDAY ....... 629....37.1....440
I. MAMA ........... R S Bs..... 8:00- 8:30..... WBEN. ... .56.T | SATURDAY ..... 64.8....35.2....440
2. GULF PLAYHOUSE. ... coevevccnnsrnncnns NBL. .... 8:00- B:30..... WEEN. .. .. 49.3
3. WRESTLING ......... S ——— Mon-Mel. .... 9:00-10:00..... WBEN. .... 44.0 6 AM 0 6 P.M.
A BOXING . ..coovvnnvnsnnnmmennnemenses NBL..... 10:00-10:45..... WEEH. ... .40.4 MON.-FRI. ...... 255....745....215
S. SAGEBRUSH TRAIL.......cvvevunen.-. Mon-Met. . ... 6:00- 6:30..... WBEN.....39.2
6. HOWDY DODDY . .....ecvvnnrnenenne e S G WBEN.c.359 6 AM. to Midnight
T. DICK TRACY (film). ....cvvecacnnncss on-Met_ . ... 15 5:30.... .WBEN.....
& CAMEL NEWS CRAVAN. - esoee AR, oL Tok5- 800, WBEN. .. 27,6 ENTIRE WEEK ... 433....540... .32
B, KATE SMITH. . . ... ccassanasrbnnnsnass MBC..... 4:00- 5:00..... WEBEN..... 243
10. GREATEST FIGHTS. ....ococanerssncsacs NBC..... 10:45-11:00. ... . WBEN 219
SATURDAY, SIGN-ON TO SIGM-OFF
oL STAR: REVHE: . ovvvwminusins s s MEBC. . ... 8:00- 9:00.... WBEN..... 54.9
2. YOUR SHOW OF SHOWS. ... cccvuvienss . | LI 9.00-10-:00. ... .WBEN..... 52.3 Ty
3. YOUR HIT PARADE.........cvsssmsnsss NEC......10:30-100...., WBEN.....326 NBC AFFILIATE
4, WESTERN THEATER.....vvvaveevensc. Mon-Met. ..., 6:30- T7:30.....WBEN..... 3.9 .
) 1L (. R R Hon-Net..... 10:00-10:15...... WBEN. ....28.6 in DETRBIT ;
ﬁ.. BE‘-T THE clmﬁ-iillll-lll-ll-lll!!!llllEES-.--. 5:3“' ﬁlﬂ“a-...ﬁﬂiﬂ----.l?-? uwHEE AHD DPERATED H-T
T.. clmﬁ.lu {ﬂlm}-...ttillllli||-1||q“un‘Hﬂt-.... S:W" 5:3“,..,.“'“5{ ..... 15-1
8. BIG TOP.....oeennssenassees SR T e e vl THE DETROIT NEWS
q. S-quss FLA.?HE”SE .......... .---lt,"ﬂﬂ'"ﬂ ----- 1':3”'11:“..---”““ ..... Il.ﬂ HATIUHAL HEFHEEEHTATI?E
10. THE SPDR‘TEH.&H':E_ CLUB (film)....e0es..Non-Met. ... 10:00-10:15.... . WBEN.....20.4 THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY Eﬂ
©NBC estimate for December 1, 1953, -
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For Reviews and Ratings of Songs and .
Records See The Billboard Music Pop-
wlarity {:hn'rh { Musie Section).
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¢ Top 5 Radio Shows
Each Day of the Week

in BUFFALO

(311,258 Rodio

Families*)

« » » According to Pulse Reports

WBEN......... 5,000 watts ,........NBC - C 000 watts
WBNY......... &50watts .........Ind WEBW. ......, 50,000 walts
WEBR. ........ 5000 watts ........ MBS WL e 1,000 day

Pulie radlo surveys are conducted im 19 markets, and reports are [ssued bi-monthly except

to New York, which is manthly,

Imfarmation is oblaimed by the perional interview roster method

uslng & cross-seclion of homes pre-selected by a modified area sampling method. Im the bi-monthiy

reports, 8,200 homes are Interviewed in each markel. Ralings are reporied by 15-mipute segments

from & a.m. to midnight each day for an entire wesk

in each markel. Monday-Friday daylime ratings are based om 1.000 homes.

DECEMBER, 1952

Evening ratings are based on 40 homes

July-August ‘52 Highest
Foi. hp SUNDAY, T TG 12 P.M. ar. Ar. g,
1. JACK BENMY SHOW........covvivnnnnns. CBs..... 7:00- 7:30..... WGR ... .. 8.5
2. AMOS N ANDY...... R R CBS..... 7:30- 8:00..... WeR ..... 8.0
3. PHIL HARRIS-ALICE FAYE................NBC..... 8:00- 8:30.... WBEN. ... 1.0
4. BERGEM-McCARTHY SHOW.............. Y L 8:00- 8:30..... WGR ..... 6.8
LCDRRBNEE e e e NBC..... 9:30-10:00,.... WBEN . 6.8
MONDAY, 7 T0 12 P.M.
. LUX RADHD THEATER........ciovvcivuss LBy 9.00-10:00.... . WGR ..... B.S
L BOB HAWK SHOW.......eo0esvnieces..[BS. ... 10:00-10:30.... .WGR ..... 6.8
3. RAILROAD HOUR.......... I |- | E— 8:00- 8:30..... WBEN. . ... 6.4
4, SUSPENSE ......... e T T Iy e CoS....u 8:00- 8:30..... WeR ..... 6.3
3. VOICE OF FIRESTOME . ... coneniasvns MBC..... 8:30-9:00.... WBEN..... 3.8
5. GODFREY'S TALEWT SCOUTS..............CBS..... 8:30- 9:.00..... WoR ..... 5.8
3. IELEPHORE HOUR...........cccocwue.. NBC, .. .. 9:00- 9:30..... WBEN. . ... 5.8
TUESDAY, 7 TO 12 P.M,
|. FIBBER McGEE & MOLLY. ..........00nn.. NBC..... 9:30-10:00..... WBEN..... 7.0
2. MARTIN & LEWIS.....0uvivnnrennnnnn, NBC. . ... 9:00- 9:30.....WBEN..... 6.5
3. RED SKELTOM....... R S e NBC..... 8:30- 9:00..... WEBEN . b3
4. MR. & MRS, MORTH. . . .. ...ovvvvnnnnnn. By, 8:30- 9:00..... WGR ..... 6.0
4, CAVALCADE OF AMERICA...............NBL..... 8:00- 8:30..... WBEN..... 6.0
4. TWO FOR THE MONEY..................MBC.....10:00-10:30..... WHEN . 6.0
WEDNESDAY, 7 T0 12 PM.
1. YOU BET YOUR LIFE............ciuvn MBE: i 9:00- 9:30..... WBEN..... 1.5
£ THEBIG STORY i nnsvasau M 2oss 9:30-10:00. .. .. WBEN. . ... 1.0
3. GREAT GILDERSLEEVE. ......oovueauin. o NBC, ... 8:30- 9:00.. ... WBEN. .... 6.5
4. DR. CHRISTIAN . ........... . (BS..... B:30- 9:00.....WGR ..... 6.3
S, EDWARD R, MURROW . . ..covvruennnrnnns CBS..... 7:45 B8:.00..... WGR ..... 6.0
o WRER e BHEE: v piciias MBC..... 8:00- 8:30..... WBEN. .. . 6.0
5 HURIND o R CBS.....10:00-10:45..... WGR ..... 6.0
5. FBL IN PEACE & WAR................ CBS..... 8:00- 8:30.... WGR ..... 6.0
THURSDAY, 7 T0 12 P.M.
1. EDDIE CANTOR SHOW. . .....coivvvennnses NBC..... 9:30-10:040...... WBEM.... 6.8
1. JUDY CAHOVA SHOW.........ccvuuven. NBC... .10:00-10:30..... WBEN..... .68
3. BING CROSBY SHOW........... PRI 4| Ly 9.30-10:00.... WGR ..... 65
3. FATHER KNOWS BEST...... R PRI, | I 8:30- 9:00..... WBEN..... 65
O BN ROGERS, s e s MBL.. ... 8:00- B:30.... WBEN..... 6.3
5. MEET MILLIE. . T T L mL 1 8:00- 8:30.... WGR ..... 63
5. TRUTH OR [EHSEELIEHEES RPRNITRUIRN | . E7oRu 9:00- 9:30..... WBEN..... 6.3
X ROMBREE " . s ey e s s CBS. .... 9:00- 9:30..... WGR .. ... 6.3
- FRIDAY, 7 T0 12 P.M.
L B PLAYY. - i || A 9:00-10:00. ... . WEBEN. . ... 55
£, LS00 KID Bhlm). cccvanavonsasinis Mon-Nel. . ... 1:00- 7:30..... WBEN. .. .. 53
2. ONE MAN'S FAMILY. . ....vvinnnrvnnn.. MBC..... T:45- 8:00..... WBEM... . 53
2. OITIE & HARRIET.....onveuunusacsnnnn ABC..... 9:00- 9:30..... WKBW .. . 53
3, YOUR BIT PARADE. . ...ceoonsusnsrersics ABC..... 8:00- 8:30..... WBEN. . . .. 5.0
5. MR. CHAMELEOM.................. Hon-Net . . ... 9.00- 9:30...., WGR ..... 5.0
SATURDAY, 7 TO 12 P.M.
. GRAND OLE OPRY.......ccovvvnvnuin.ss NBC..... 9:30-10:00. ... .WBEN. . ... 5.5
2. TWENTY QUESTIONS. .....oonvcveeoonn.. MBS..... B:00- 8:30..... WEBR. .. .. 53
3. CAMEL CARAVANM. ...........oovvvnnn.. CBS..... 7:30- 8:00.... WGR ..... 50
3. GENE AUTRY SHOW.......... R CBS..... 8:00- 8:30.... WGR .. ... 5.0
3. DUDE RAMCH'S HOPE. ............ ....Mon-Nel. . ... 8:30- 9:00..... WBEN. . . 5.0
3. PEE WEE KING. . ......covvvvnnnnnn. Non-Met. . ... 9:00- 9:30..... WBEN. . ... 5.0
3. GANGBUSTERS ......covvvewnnncecea...CBS..... 9:00- 9:30.... WGR ..... 5.0
®
MONDAY-FRIDAY, & AM. TO 7 PM.
I. CLINT BUEMIMAN...............0.0.. Non-Met, ., .. 6:00- 9:00, ... WBEN. . ... 0.3
B NI o e S e e e e Mon-Mel. ... B8:00- B:15..... WBEN. . . .. 10.5
3. NEWS. v B e G e Mon-Met. .. .. 1:00- 7:15.....WBEN..... 9.0
4. ARTHUR GODFREY...... e €Bs..... 10:00-11:30. ... .WGR ..... B.2
5 MEWS i s L e S Hon-Met. . ... 9:00- 9:15.... .WBEN..... &.1
SATURDAY, 6 AM. TO 7 P.M,
|~ R R e e Non-Nel. . ... 1:30- 4:30..., WEBR..... 73
{. CLINT BUEHLMAN..........conveun.. Non-Net. . . .. 6:00- 9:00..... WBEN. . ... 13
3o MEWS: e e b ciondoe s 8:00- 8:15.... WBEN... .. 7.0
4, ARCHIE ANDREWS........coveesmecann MBC..... 10:00-10:30..... WBEN. .. .. 6.0
B B s G e R e R Non-Nel..... 9:00- 9:15.... WBEN. .. .. 6.0
SUNDAY, 6 AM. TO 7 P.M,
|. CHILDREN'S HOUR. ..................Hon-Met. ... . 11:00-12:00.....WEBR..... 6.0
L MARIIN KAME. . ccuuciviiininidansad MBL..... 4:30- 5:00..... WBEN..... 48
3. HOLLYWOOD STAR PLAYHOUSE............ NBC..... 5:00- 5:30..... WBEN. .... 4.5
3. THE SHADOW. ............ eesswnaness-MBS..... 5:00- 5:30.... WEBR..... 4.5
3. GUY LOMBARDO DHH-.......E......H,HI!S ..... 3:00- 3:30..... WEBR..... 4.5
3. OFFICIAL DETECTIVE......coneuueess-.-MBS. ... 6:30- 7:00..... WEBR. . ... 4.5
3. OUR MISS BROOKS......cocssasssasasss.CBS. ... 6:30- T:00..... WeR ..... 4.5
3. HICK CARTER.....c.vsensannannsensss MBS..... B6:00- 6:30..... WEBR..... 45

“Based on U, 5. Comsus ol radio ownership and Sales Managemenf 1952
esfimate for Buffale melropelilan area, including Erie and Miagara counties.
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Trend Grows on Shooting
Pix for Both Movie, TV Use

® Continued from page 1

lish-speaking Italian actors, and
Gering is currently negotiating
for the services of such well-
known Italian movie plavers as
Gina Lollobrigida, Alida Vallj,
Rossano Brazzi, Ve'entina Cor-
tese, Lea Padovani, and Silvana
Pampanini.

The budget on the TV series

PIX' PULSE

WNBT Gets
15 Rate for
Grind Films

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31.—"Con-
tinuous Performance,” which re-
peats the same feature film and
shorts on a grind policy over
WHNBT here every Saturday aft-
ernmoon. from 11:30 am. to 4:15

p.m., chalked up a cumulative

unduplicated rating of approxi-
mately 15, according to Pulse
reports for the first week of
January.

The four-hour-and-45-minute
program, now entirely sponsored
by Necchi Sewing Machines,
scored an average quarter hour
rating of 4.5, compared with an
average quarter hour rating of 2
when the show was launched
over WNBT five months ago.

TV FILM
PURCHASES

The Purity Biscuit Company has
bought “Counterpoint,” half-hour
dramatic series produced by Bing
Crosby Enterprises, for 26-week
showing 1in Salt Lake City, Tucson
and Phoenix. United Television
Programs is the distributor.

“This Is the Story,” a 15-minute
series syndicated by Morton Tele-
vision Productions of Chicago, has
racked up repeat sales in three
markets, Los Angeles, Indianapo-
lis and Washington.

Sears Roebuck will sponsor “1
Am the Law"” starring George
Raft in Dallas, Houston and New
Orleans. The show was also re-
cently sold into San Francisco.
Distributed by MCA-TV, the half-
hour mystery show is now sold
in 13 markets.

Latest sale of "The Abbott &
Costello Show"” by MCA-TV was
to Toledo. The comedy show is
now in over 40 markets.

MCA-TV has recently sold 26
segments of its “Playhouse’ series
for showing in Washington and
Chicago under sponsorship of the
Chrysler dealers.

WEWS, Cleveland, has bought
10 features from Television Ex-
ploitations for sponsorship - by
Ohio Gas Company. TV Exploit-
ations this week alzo sold a group

of features to KTLA, Los Angeles.

will be higher than usual to en-
able Hollywood scenario writer
Aubrey Wisberg to write addi-
tional material into each video
script for inclusion in the feature
motion picture, Shooting on the
series will commmence shortly,
with the first unit of three half-
hour shows to be filmed at
INCOM's Rome studios, only stu-
dios in Europe built specifically
for TV film production. If the
Italian - American project clicks,
Gering and Pallavicini will
launch a similar bi-lingual movie-
TV plan in France, using Ameri-
can and English-speaking French
stars, with French dialoz dubbed
in for the feature-length movies.

Originators

The dual-use method was origi-
nated in Hollyvwood by Arrow
Productions, which is currently
making up motion pictures from
its half-hour TV film series “Ra-
mar of the Jungle." New York
| packager Bernard Schubert is set-
'ting up similar deals in England
and Italy. Swedish producer Karl

Tashlin to Do
NBC Comedies

 HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 31.—Na-
tional Broadcasting Company and
the Frank Tashlin Company have
concluded arrangements whereby
the latter will do a comedy series
of 39 half-hour comedy TV film
shows, “QOops, It's Daisy,” on a
partnership basis with the net.
Contract with NBC was inked in
New York by Tashlin.

Tashlin " will write and direct
the pilot reel of the series to
establish the show's format and
pace, and will then serve in a
supervisory capacity for the re-
maining films in the series. Tash-
lin was writer-director of Bob
Hope's “Son of Paleface” film for
Paramount Pictures. He intends to
continue his theatrical film activi-
ties while overseeing production
of the TV film series.

Lucky Weighs
‘Biff Baker’

NEW YORE, Jan., 31.—Lucky
Strike cigarettes will decide over
the week-end whether to renew
“Biff Baker, USA" beyond its
current 26-week span, Indications
are that the client is not satisfied
with the film show, which has
not achieved the kind of rating
or audience response expected.

" If the current contract is can-
celled with Revue Productions,
the producer of the series and a
| Musie Corporation of America
subsidiary, Lucky Strike may
yank about eight of the series and
run them during the summer as a
replacement for one of its other
shows., In that case, too, another
program will be bought and in-
serted in the Thursday night,
9-9:30 period, on the Columbia
Broadcasting System's TV net-
work.,

Moesby recently announced that
he plans to do the same thing
with his half-hour TV film series,
“Tales of Hans Christian Ander-
sen,” produced in Denmark. The
series is distributed in the U. S.
by Interstate TV, Inc., which this
week concluded a deal for an ade
ditional 13 films for the series.
Interstate already has the first 13
in the series, with production on
the second batch to get underway
by April.

WPIX Gets 26

Independent Pix
From Bagnall

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31 —WPIX,
here, this week acquired 26 inde-
pendently-produced movie fea-
tures from Georgé Bagnall &
Associates, The deal is significant
because, in order to put the pic-
tures on the market, Bagnall
came to an agreement with the
Security National Bank which
owned prior rights to the prop-
erties,

It marks the first such large
block of independently - made
features to be released to TV. The
pictures feature such names as
Paulette Goddard, He--y Fonda,
Burgess Meredith, Victor Moaore,
James Stewart, Lucille Ball.
George Saunders, Boris Karloff,
Charles Coburn and others. Most
of the pictures will be shown on
WPIX “First Show.” WPIX also
just recently bought 41 movies
from Atlantic TV Corporation

and 14 Alexander Korda pictures. ' made in Hollywood.

NEW SERIES

TV Exploit’s
Sef fo Boost
Opera Films

NEW YOREK, Jan. 31.—Televi-
sion Exploitations, Inc., will soon
begin a sales effort on a series of
high-budgeted, 15-minute oper-
atic films currently in production
in Rome. Jacques Rachmilovitch,
conductor of the Santa Monica
Syvmphony Orchestra, is produe-
ing the series in Ansco color, us-
ing artists of the Rome Opera
Company. Two of the segments,
on “The Barber of Seville” and |
“Don Giovanni” are already in |
the can, and Rachmilovitch is due L
?gzr& with them about February !
3. [l

Oliver Unger, exec veepee of
TV Exploitations, leaves for the .
West Coast next week to confer |
with Joseph Justman on plans :
of which he would not disclose.
While in Hollywood, Unger plans
to set up a sales office for the

firm at the Motion Picture Center
Studios.

TV Exploitations this week also
signed up its first syndication
se;ies, “Roller Derbv," which it
will market either as 52 half-
hour or 104 15-minute segments,
This. series was previously han-
dled by Station Distributors, Inc.,
and is currently showing in 12
cities,

TV Exploitations’ efforts up to

WCAU TO FILM
OWN WESTERNS

PHILADELPHIA, Jan. 3l
—WCAU -TV, Philadelphia,
which moved its studios and
plant to the outskirts of
town, now seems ready to
make pgood a long-standing
“threat” to produce its own
cowboy pictures. Studio loca-
tions includes enough ground
and hilly eountry to give the
necessary wild west atmos-
phere.

Moving ahead in that di-
rection, Jack Segal, of the
Fairmount Stables, huddled
with WCAU-TV execs this
week to set up a horseflesh
deal for filming Westerns on
the lot in back of the studio
building. Segal iz rounding
up 45 head of horses for the
projected TV Westerns be-
fore returning to Mexico City,
from which vacationing point
he was called in by local
studio officials.

CBS Acquires
Fem Stanzas

NEW YORK. Jan, 31, — The
Columbia Broadcasting System’s
TV film sales division this week
took over distribution of one new
ghnw slanted at a female audi-
lence and refashioned another of
its shows to appeal to the same
sex. CBS TV Film Sales shortly
is to peddle “Annie Oakley,”
which features Gale Davis and
was produced by Mitch Hamil-
burg Productions. The program
tells of the adventures of the
famed female sharpshooter of the
old West,

CBS TV Film Sales will also| 0w had been confined to its
have Gloria Swanson acting as| catalog of feature films. Latest
hostess of its “Crown Theater” | @ctquisitions are “The Judge,”

originally a Film Classies release,
and “Fame Is the Spur,” a J. Ar-
thur Rank production starring
Michael Redgrave.

Harold Goldman was appointed
sales manager of TV Exploita-
tions and Seyvmour Scott its treas-

series which it is distributing for
Bing Crosby Productions. Miss
Swanson will also act in several
of the series. Additional product
for the program is now being

UTV Boosts Snader
Telescription Sales

NEW YORE, Jan. 31.—United
TV Programs has increased the
sale of the former Snader Tele-
scription package more than 50
per cent In the three months it
has been peddling the property.
In the year and a half that Snader
had the package, he sold 48 mar-
kets, five of which were about to
expire. UTV has sold 24 new
markets and got renewals from
the five whose agreements were
to lapse.

All these stations also bought
the Studio Telescription package
along with the former Snader mu-
sical shorts. The packages, how-
ever, are not sold on an exclusive
basis in any one city, which al-
lows UTV to make more than
one sale in a town. The combined
property, 370 Studio Telescrip-
tions pi’rus 750 Snaders, are gen-
erally split in half.

If sales of the Snader property
continue at the present rate, UTV
expects to make back its cost in
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urer. The firm is now head-
quartered at 101 West 55th Street.

STATION DISTRIBS
SELLS 'RUGGLES" . . .

NEW YORK—Station Distrib-
utors, Inc,, is syndicating kines of
“The Ruggles,” half-hour situa-
tion comedy starring Charles !
Ruggles. There are 52 in the se- I
ries, and it is so far sold in 11
markets.

about a year, according to UTV
sales veepee Ben Frye. The shorts
cost $600,000, of which half has

R Owner of the show is |
been paid. elevision Productions of Holly- !
- . wood, Station Distributors has
Tracy Films moved its headquarters to 101 |
Only this week, UTV was|West 55th Street here.

awarded officially the distribu-
tion rights to 39 half-hour Dick
Tracy films and 14 Alexander
Korda feature films out of the
Snader entanglement. According
lo the award made by the ar-
bitrator, Col. Samuel Rosenbaum,
Frye and Sam Costello have the
right to buy outright both film
packages for $300,000 within 90
days, provided rights of owner-

‘RUNYON PLAYHOUSE'
DUE FOR SPRING . .. |
NEW YORK — Production of i
“The Damon Runyon Playvhouse," H
consisting of 39 half-hour shows, .
15 due to begin in the spring un-
der the aegis of Harold Welsch, ‘
who recently concluded negotia- |
tions with the William Morris l”
Agency for the TV rights to some h
ship to the properties have been 8,000 Runyon stories. Harold
cleared during that time (The|Breacher of WM, who handled
Billboard, January 31). In the | the deal, will also be involved in
event the rights cannot be cleared the production to the extent of
within the 90-day period, they getting top WM talent. Budget
will have a first refusal on pur- | for the series is reported to be
chasing the properties. about 51,000,000,
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Loew’s Infringement
Suit on Pix Names 7

HOLLYWOOD, Jan. 31—
Loew’s, Inc., this week filed copy-
right infringement and breach of
contract actions in Federal Dis-
trict Court, naming as defendants
Rudolf Ising, Hugh Harman, Har-
man-Ising Pictures, Sterling Tele-
vigion, Station KTTV, Paramount
Television Productions and Cor-
nell Films. Matter involves 18
animated cartoons which Loew's
contends were originally produced
for Metro - Goldwyn - Mayer by
Ising and Harman and who, it is
alleged, retains sole ownership
and distribution rights of the prop-
erties.

Complaint asks $500,000 in
damages and additional damages
of $250 for each of the 18 subjects,
an Injunction restraining Lheir
use by the defendants, impound-
ing of all prints currently in dis-
tribution, m:r:nuntin§ of all profits
and the reverting of all profits to
Loew's, Inc.

According to the complaint,
M-G-M Distributing Company in
1934 made a contract with Ising
and Harman under which they

were to produce and deliver to
M-G-M the series of animated car-
toons. On November 12, 1937, it is
claimed that Ising and Harman
amended the original contract
whereby M-G-M should retain
forever sole and exclusive rights
of ownership and distribution of
the cartoons. In the interim peri-
od, on September 29, 1936, Loew's,
Inc.,, took over all assets of
M-G-M. Loew's therefore charges
that for the last four years the
defendants have made and sold
16mm. and 35mm. prints of the
cartoons originally made for
M-G-M.

Cartoons concerned include the
following titles: "0Old Pioneer,”
“"Toylan Broadeast,” *“Calico
Dragon,” "Pup's Picnig,” "Little
Cheeser,” "Alias St. Nick," “Chi-
nese Nightingale,” “When th