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Payola Probes Won't Die;

Pose Perennial Problems

Indie Lubels, Distribs Say Payola Runs
Rampant, Especially in R.&B. Field

NEW YORK—Payola probes,
supposcdly buried in Washington
veur, are beginning to shape

up as percnnial problems in the
record industry. Four San Fran-
cisco-Oakland, Calif.,, radio sto-
tions — KYA, KSANKDIA, and
KEWB — are currently being in-
vestioated by the Federal Com-
munications Commission for possi-

ble pavola among their disk
jockeys.
At the same time, indie record

labels and distnbutors report that
pavola—particularly on the rhythm
and blues jockey circuit—is more
rampant than ever all over (he
couniry. Diskeries are also pt-:vc-d
about the upswing in “requesis”
from jockeys and stations for free
records as giveaways and/or gratis
est appearances by disk artists at
ops,
wo FCC fieldmen have been
conducting a series of interviews
with disk jockeys and management
at the four San Francisco stations
involved in an effort to determine
if any money has changed hands
to get a disk plugged and if any
of the deejays has a financial inter-
est in a record company or dis-
tribution firm.

Management al all the stations
denied that any payola practices
existed,
had signed affidavits to that effect,
Don Patterson, manager-owner of
KSAN, subsequently 1ssued a “no
fraternization” order (with distribu-
tors and plugeers) to his jockeys.

Program manager-deejay Les

New House Comm.
Handles Juke Bills

WASHINGTON — Membership
of the new House Judiciary Su’b+
Committee on Patents and Cﬂp},-
rights, which will handle anti-
formunce exemption bills for juke
box music, has increased by two
Democratic members over last ses-
sion’s four Democrats and four Re-
publicans,

The group which must okay any
House-introduced copyright legisla-
tion, incloding the new Celler anti-
{;crfnrnmnce exemption bill, H.R.

0, will consist of Chairman Edwin
Willis (D., La.); Representatives
Jack Brooks (D., Tex.), William
Tuck (D., Va), Roland Libonati
(D., IIL), Herman D. Toll (D., Pa)
and Robert D, Kastenmnmr (D.,
Wis.), the last two being new to the
subcommitiee. Republican mem-
bers are Re ntatives William
Cramer (Fla), John Lindsay
(N. Y.), Charles Mathias (Md.) and
James_R. Battin (Mont.).

The newly formed group reports
no action in sight as yet on the
Celler bill.

and said their personnel | a

(Sleepy) Stein, KYA, said he per-
sonally okays every record which
is played on the station, and that
all of his disk jockeys have his
“frllest confidence.” One of KYA's
jocks 1s Peter Tripp, formerly with
WMGM, New York, who was in-
dicted by the New York County
Grand Jury last year on commer-
cial bribery charges. Tripp's trial is
sel for March 20, pending a deci-
sion on his motion to obtain a jury
trial.

The probe rated page 1 in The | to introduce new works and to re-

San Francisco Chronicle. In the

(Continued an page 44)'

‘Acquaviva” Shapes
‘Symphony Project

NEW YORK—A mighty under-
| taking, that of forming a New
| York “Pops” Symphony similar to
| the well-known Boston “Pops,”
being launched here by writer-
conductor Tonv Acquaviva, who is
also the husband and manager of
Joni James.

According to Acquaviva, $250,-
000 has already been raised to
underwrite the project. Camegie
Hall -is expected to be home base
for the ensemble with a calendar
of concert dates already in prepa-
ration.

One phase of the project will
be to sel a serics of scholarships to
gifted children who will join the
orchestrn  when their (raining is
completed. Acquaviva also expects

stvle a number of existing stand-
ards.

LABELS GIVE DEALERS BIG SPRING TONIC

Victor, Capitol & Mercury
Slash Album Prices 25%

NEW YORK — RCA Victor, |

is | Capitol’ and Mercury Records

sprang with their big spring LP |

sale this week, slashing the price
of their-entire catalog of LP’s to
dealers by what amounts to 325

per cent. The Victor program,
called the *Greatest Sale on
Earth,” starts next week, March 15,
and runs for one month. It offers
dealers a chance to sell consumers
any Victor LP at half price when
thev purchase one LP at full price
in the same price range. All stereo
and mono sets are included.

Cap’s One for Three
The Capito]l sale offers dealers
33 free LP's or EP's for every 100
purchased, or one free for every
three purchased, as long as the
dealer buys 100 Capitol albums

Cap Records Invades Electronics Field;
Buys Two Firms; Sets EMI-U.S. Subsid

By LEE ZHITO

HOLLYWOOD — Capitol Rec-
ords last week flﬂﬂﬂ[ the clec-
tronic field In full force with the
purchase of two electronic firms
and the establishment of a wholly
owned subsidiary, Electric & Musi-
cal Industries (U, S.), Ltd. Capitol
-~ ujr::du the H%frfmau Electron | P

u mpany, Westbury, N. Y.,
and the Voi-Shan Electronics Di-
vision of Los Angeles' Voi-Shan
Industries, Inc., to form the nucleus
of EMI-U,S. Thus, Capitol has
made its long anticipated move into
a diversified activity.

Hoffman is a national distributor
of electron tubes and microwave
components who, for the past three
yvears, hos distributed EMI tubes
in this country. Voi-Shan Eleciron-
ics has been active in developing
and manufacturing traveling-wave

tubes. Key personnel of both Hoff-
man and Voi-Shan will remain as
part of the EMI-U.S. staff.

The newly formed Capitol sub-

sid'mr;,' may eventually bring under
its wing the label's Home Instru-
ments Division which at present
helms Capitol's activities in the
phonograph field. At the outset,
EMI-U.S. will concentrate its ef-
forts on manufacturing and mar-
keting a wide array of clectronic
wares aimed at the general con-
sumer as well as military, govern-
ment and industrial usage,

Most of its products will be sup-
plied by the Capitol Records parent
company, England’s EMI, one of
the world’s major clectronic firms
and the United Kingdom's largest
manufacturer and distributor of
magnetic tape. Among the first

products to be marketed by EMI-

U.S. will be video tape, making it
the second company in this country
to offer broadcasters a videotape
line. (Heretofore, Minnesota Min-
ing has been this country’s sole
supplier of videotape) EMI’s
videotape is being used bv Eng-
land’s BBC and the Canadian
Broadeasting Company,

Capitol Tower here will serve as
hzadquarters for EMI-U.S. It will
have an Eastern sales office in New
York, manufacturing facilities in
Los Angeles, and service and ware-
housing in 28 U. 5. cities. Capitol
Records, Inc., vice-president, Dan
Bonbright, will be in charge of the
electronic activities. Among his
CRI executive responsibilities has
been Capitol's Home Instruments
Division. Concurrent with the for-
mation of the new electronic sub-

(Continued on page 50)
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and 50 Angel albums. The Capitol
plan applies to all album produect,
slereo and monaural, with the ex-
ception of sterco tape and compact
(33) doubles. The Capitol sales
plan started late last week and
continues through March.
Mercury Plan
Mercury's saleés program is simi-
lar 10 the Capitol plan for the
firm's entire line, with the excep-
tion of its Spund Series of Perfect
Presence and Living Presence rec-
ords. Mercury is offering one free
album for every three purchased,
and it includes both stereo and
mono disks, The sale started
March 3 and runs through April
15. On the Sound series—which
consists of about a score of LP's,
the label is offering one free for
every five purchased.
Victor's Retail Slant
RCA Victor’s program marks the
third consecutive year in which the
firm has held a spring sale on its
LP disks, In March 1960 and 1959
Victor held a stereo-only sale in
which the consumer could buy a
second record at a special cut price
when he bought the first stereo
disk at regular price. This year the
firm decided to include all LP',
(Continued on page 4)

FOUR DISKERIES
BREAKING SAME
SONG—'LONELY’

NEW YORK — An old-
fashioned battle among labels
1o break through first with the
same song was sparked last
week when four diskeries came
out with the new song, “Little
Lonely One.” The tune, which
was penned by B, Brass and
I. Levine, new writers signed
bv We Three Music just a few
months ago, has been waxed
by Gary Stites on “Madison,
the Jarmels on Laurie, Bobby
Vinton on Epic and Barry Mar-
tin on RCA Victor. It's one of
the rare (imes that a new rock
and roll ditty has been cul
simultaneously by more than
one or two labels,

According to Hal and Belle
Webman, and Larry Spier Jr.,
the three of We Three Music,
“No one is mad at us, either,”
They showed the tune around
and the four companies were
interested enough to cut it
even though they knew they
did not have exclusives. All
of thu participants are “run-
ning,” as the srving goes, with
théir records. RCA Victor's
field men are pushing their
version, Larry Utial of Madi-
son is covering Eastern cities,
the Schwartz brothers of

' Laurie are promoting hard, and
Epic promotion chicef, Herb
Linsky, is battling for plays on
the road on his firm's version.
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Chl Dealers Note Interest; Answer |

‘Not Now' to Buying Co-Op Proposal

By NICK BIRO '

CHICAGO—Dealers here are
watching the formation of a buying
co-operative on the West Coast
with much interest, but to date
there is no plan to follow suit,
at least for a while.

Following the meeting here of
a group of dealers about a month
ago, it was generally agreed that
a co-operative would currently en-
tail more headaches than it was
worth.

The group, known as Associated
Record Stores and made up of
some of the city's better known
and more influential dealers, met
here January 31 to specifically dis-
cuss the buying co-operative idea
(BMW, Jan. 30).

Answer is ‘Not Now'

A great deal of discussion has
taken place since the meeting, but
the answer is still the same—not
now,

Basically, dealers here feel that
unless the price offered to co-ops
is materially less than that availa-
ble through legitimate distributors,
it would be to the dealers’ advan-
tage to continue to buy through

All-Time Picks
In Decca Drive
For March $$

NEW YORK — Decca’s "All
Time Golden Favorites,” a series
of albums containing million-sell-
ing singles by the label's past and
Eaﬁent crop of artists, is the back-

ne of a special sales promotion
campaign by the firm for March.

Nine new “Golden Favorites"”
albums have been released to aug-
ment the series which started last
fall with six ackages In the latest
ﬁl‘uu;n are collections of the biggest

ts of Bing Crosby, the Mills
Brothers, Ella Fitzgerald, Lenny
Dee, KIH}' Wells, Red Foley,
Last fall packages were intro-
duced containing the hits of the
» Four Aces, Teresa Brewer, the
Ames Brothers, Jackie Wilson, the
McGuire Sisters and Lawrence
Welk.

A dealer incentive plan is being
offered through March 24. In ad-
dition, dealers will receive center-
pieces for window and counter dis-
}J]ﬂ]’. mounted lithos and consumer

aflets carrying the theme, “Every
Song in Ever}r Album a One in a

Million Hit.”
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the regular distributor channels.
They cite such advantages as im-
mediate delivery and protection
against loss through unsold or de-
fective merchandise,

More significantly, dealers here
don't feel that their situation is
comparable to the West Coast, and
they intend to fight to keep it
that way.

Forced Into Co-Op

It was pointed out that records
on the Coast can be bought at
retail for $1.98—not just limited
items but complete lines, Dealers
here feel that the West Coast
dealers have been forced into the
co-op sel-up to compete.

In the Windy City, although
discount deals have flourished from
time to time and a few top dis-
count houses are offering record
product at a substantially cut price,
the discount practice hasn't spread
lo the extent it has in the West.

Dealers here point out that by
buying through a co-operative, they
might get at best, 20-30 per cent
off their current price of $2.47 for
a standard $3.98 album.

Take Advantage of Sales

This would bring the dealer’s

cost down to $1.72 to §1.97. Con-
sider, however, that most dealers
already are able to shave about
10 per cent off the distributor
price of $2.47 by tal.mg advantage
of special deals.

Consider also that dealers would
have to absorb all the overhead
of running a co-operative, many
of the same costs that are now
absorbed by the distributor,

All this would reduce the price
differential to a few percentage
points and most dealers don’t feel
it's worth the gamble.

The one big exception would be
if dealers here would go into dis-
counting operations of their own.
This would mean that they switch
to a high-volume, low-overhead
type operation and conceivably the
co-op plan, and its few percentage
points advantage in buying price
would become desirable.

At present, however, the dis-
counting operation is not something
most dealers here relish.

For one, most feel that the
discounting type of operation is
not healthy for the industiry. As
one dealer pointed out, this busi-

(Continued on page 52)|

January’s Hot Singles
Ease February Losses

NEW YORK—AIlthough bliz-
zards and freezing weather
slowed down
the singles
business for
the first two
weeks of Feb-
ruary, dealers
could look
back on Jan-
uary of 1961
as equal to or better than any
four-week period during 1960
for singles sales.

Actually, sales of singles in
record shops during the first
four weeks of this year equalled
or exceeded 38 of the 39 four-
week periods from January 1958
to December 1960. The only
four-week period that was bet-
tr than January 1961 for singles
business was in December 1958,
when David Seville's “Chip-
munk Song” racked up close to
three million sales.

Singles were weaker during
December 1960 than many deal-
ers had anticipated, but January
bounced back strongly, sparked
by sales of a number of hot
new singles, Among them were
the Shirelles’ recording of “To-
morrow” on Scepter; Ferrante

BiLLBOARD
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and Teicher's “Exodus” on
United Artists; Lawrei.ce Welk’s
“Calcutta” on Dot; “Pony Time"
by Chubby Checker on Parkway,
and “Shop Around™ by the Mir-
acles on Tamla, These records,
as well as a number of fast-
moving country, and rhythm and
blues disks kept the singles busi-
ness humming for many dealers
in January.

The total number of singles
moved by dealers in January
1961 reached 7.5 million. This
is only dealer sales and does not
include singles sold by racks or
to juke box operators. In analyz-
ing these figures it is important
t» note that they refer to total
sales, not individual sales by
each and every dealer. In areas
of high unemployment for in-
stance, sales of singles were still
depressed, but in other areas
where business was holding up,
single record sales were way up.

Comparing January 1961 with
January 1960, sales of singles
this January were up 51 per cent
as against January a year ago.
It must be recalled, however,
that Janwary 1960 was the
weakest month for singles of the
entire year,

Dots Bump Dames Off a Cover

By REN GREVATT

NEW YORK—The struggle for
album exposure has produced sev-
eral interesting nmew trends, both
as to types of
covers being
turned out and
those being dis-
played by deal-
£rs,

If one were to
try to sum up
these trends in
a few words, the summary might
run to the effect that girls are no
longer making it, and by the same
token, dots and dashes are.

The matter, of course, is consid-
erably more involved than this
over-simplification would indicate.
Nevertheless, there has been in
effect a gradual development of
new fypes of covers, which are
winning dealer approval.

One dealer put it this way:
“Glamour on the cover, unrelated
to the contents of the record itself,
is passe. Many times such covers
are used as eye-catchers to mer-
chandise a new artist. But as ex-
perience has shown, if the record
doesn’t have it in the grooves, it
doesn’t go at all.
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“From What I've seen, the trend
15 away from phntngraph}-' and in
the direction of paintings and even
abstract artwork. Titles on the
cover are a big asset and so are
the titles of an artist’s big hits, We
like to display current hot artists
and a complete unit of albums,
such as the Columbia "Best of
Broadway" series.

Another dealer points out that
“the prettiest cover in the world
won't sell today unless the record
itself has it. Today everything re-
quires a selling effort by the
dealer anyway. The cover attrac-
tion isn’t enough. Our experience
is that you don’t need cover art at
all. Just show the titles of the
songs. Some albums today don't
even have pictures. Some of those
with names of shows or songs are
thz best. The customer can find
out right away what's in the album
without even having to pick it up.
It makes for faster selection and
turnover of product.

We find that the dots and dashes
and other abstract color work on
many of the sound albums is

Mort Sahl Ankling

Verve for Reprise;
LP Recording Set

HOLLYWOQOD — Iconoclast
Mort Sahl will move from the
Verve label to Frank Sinaira’'s Re-
prise Records, according to indica-
tions here. Reprise refused to con-
firm or deny the acquisition of
recordom’s political satirist, but
Billboard Music Week learned that
an LP was récorded by the Sinatra
label during Sahl’s recent appear-
ance at Hollywood’s Crescendo. In
view of the label's product line-up
awaiting release, it is apparent that
the Sahl Reprise album will be re-
leased in late March or early April.

Sahl was first released on disks
by Verve in 1958 and since that
time Verve has issued five Sahl
LP's (“The Future Lies Ahead of
Us,” “Look Forward in Anger,”
“Way of Life,” “Mort Sahl at the
hungry i,” and the most recent,
“The Next President.”) Unless Sahl
drastically changed his material for
the Reprise recording, LP will be

(Continued on page 52)

cleaner, more open artwork and
tends (o attract. This, in a way,
has come to be identified with the
Enoch Light type of record which
is selling like crazy. For that rea-
son, almost any album with that
kind of cover gets attention and we
will display it,
Price Factor

“Beyond that, price sells an al-
bum today, not the cover. Give
them a healthy enough discount
and they will consider buying it
Give them a naked woman on the
cover and ask full list price and
they’ll laugh at you.”

A Brooklyn dealer asserts that
“dancers and nudes hurt sales.” It
figures. Anybody with any Kkids
doesn’t want an album cover like
that lying around. So people are
beginning to steer clear of the sex

wwWw americanradiohistorv com

MGM’s Anger,
Handwerger to
New Positions

NEW YORK—Two new depart-
ments io handle adverusing, pro-
motion and publicity have been
established in the MGM-Verve
Records fold, according to Sid
Brandt, vice-president in charge of
sdles and operations.

I'nder the new set-up, Sol
Handwerger, veteran promotion
man at MGM, becomes director of
publicity, promotion and exploita-
tion, while Harry Anger Jr., as-
sumes the post of director of crea-
live services. Brandt said under the

new arrangement both men take
on greater responsibility and
authority.

Handwerger will concentrate his
efforts in the publicity field, with
special emphasis on developing
campaigns for established artists as
well as newcomers, His efforts will
be directed to both the trade and
consumer media. Handwerger also
will continue to work on artist re-
lations, promotional and exploita-
tion projects.

Anger, who was formerly with
RCA Victor and Warner Brothers
Records, will be responsible for the
creation and development of all
advertising, packaging and display
material for both lines. He has han-
dled sales promotion for MGM for
the past year,

covers. They tell us they're buying
entertainment on the record, not
on the cover, The title listings make
the best covers and some of the
percussion albums with the crazy
dots do a lot of business. I would
say that dames, however, have had
it. The whole thing is that the
cover should give some idea as to
what's inside. If people want wild-
looking dames, they can pick up a
magazine at their newsstand. In
that case, the cover gives you an
idea what's in the magazines.
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Disk-Pioneering Spirit
Fading Fast in Boston

By CAMERON DEWAR

BOSTON — The old Yankee
pioneering spirit, at least as far
as the record business is con-
cerned, appears to be dead-in
this once No. 1 kick-off town,
according to some record dis-
tributors and record retailers.
The feeling is that many records
deserving of attention go by the
board in Boston.

Radio stations appear to be
sticking strictly to the Top 40,
neglect rhythm and blues and
gpirituals and lean almost wholly
on pop tunes. Talking with some
teen-agers and record dealers re-
veals the perhaps curious fact
that there is a great demand
for the older r.&b. numbers, but

stations seem to be Top 40 -
minded.

Several dealers pointed out
that there is a potential market
of 100,000 Negroes in the area
who could bé interested in spir-
ituals, but that this market never
has been exploited. From en-
quiries at record stores, there also
is a large following for country
and western,

Dealers and distributors point
out that there are many rhythm
and blues records showing good
action in other cities in the
country, but Boston stations ap-
pear to have no interest in this
situation. One dealer cited the
example of the Bobby Marchan

(Continued on page 52)

Wein Unveils Big Plans
For Castle Hill Concert

By CAMERON DEWAR

BOSTON — George Wein,
Storyville impresario and di-
rector of the Newport Jazz
Festival as well as a number
of others, will produce and
direct the most ambitious sum-

mer concert program ever
planned for Castle Hill, Ip-
swich. The announcement

*  came shortly after word from
President Louis L. Lorillard
of the Newport Festival to the
effect that the Rhode Island
jazz event had been called off
and probably never would be
held again, It had been marked
by a riotous outbreak last
summer, it is now in debt for
$110,000 and is unable to se-
cure a license from the New-
port City Council. No backers
could be found to launch it on
its eighth season.

“We are determined that
Castle Hill shall become
America's summer center for

Wein said he believed that
Castle Hill, with its gracious
surroundings, lovely gardens
and magnificent view of the
dunes and Ipswich Bay, “is a
setting unrivaled anywhere in
this country. In the 10 years of
its existence, the Castle Hill
concert series has been sup-
ported by a loyal core of spon-
sors and we feel that now the
series is ready to expand ils
sponsorship." :

Wein plans to bring the
Kingston Trio, Duke Elling-
ton, Mort Sahl, the Weavers,
Malhalia Jackson, the Modern
Jazz Quartet and many others
who already have been signed.
He said he also hopes to make
shortly “an astounding an-
nouncement in the field of
drama that will cap our entire
program.”

Such classical performers as
Isaac Stern, Leontyne Price
and Leon Fleisher, who have
appeared at Castle Hill in the

MORE FRANTIC THAN USUAL

Academy’s Song Nominations
Set Off Scramble for Ballots

By JUNE BUNDY

NEW YORK—The announcement last week
of the five “best Song” nominations in Hollywood's
1961 Academy Awards competition touched off an
even more frantic than usual scramble for votes
on the part of the songwriter nominees and their
publishers in the form of TV guest shots, trade
paper ads and special disk promotions.

The five tune nominees are: “The Green
Leaves of Summer,” by Dimitri Tiomkin and Paul
Francis Webster from “The Alamo'; “Faraway Part
of®lown,” by Andre Previn and Dory Langdon
from “Pepe”; "The Facts of Life,” by Johnny
Mercer, from “The Facts of Life";: “The Second
Time Around,” by Jimmy Van Heusen and Sammy
Cahn, from “The Second Time Around,” and
“Never on Sunday,"” by Manos Hadjidakis, from
“Mever on Sunday."

Playing a particularly active role in the pro-
motion push is the Big Three (Robbins, Feist and
Miller), which has two of the tunes, “The Green
Leaves of Summer” and “The Second Time
Around.” At least one Robbins, Feist or Miller song
has been nominated by the Academy for the last
24 consecutive years. A total of 38 Big Three songs
were nominated during this period and five won
an Oscar. During the same period, the Big Three
also had some 72 “Best Score nominations result-
ing in 11 Oscars, In the “Best Score” category this
{ear. the firm has “The Alamo” and “Let's Make

ove.”

Although “Green Leaves of Summer” was re-
corded by more than 50 different artists around
the world, the Big Three obtained even more
exposure (on the West Coast only) with a special
deal whereby two top stars—Frankie Laine and
Sarah Vaughan—recorded versions of the tune
which were never released for sale by dealers.

Roulette pressed up 500 of the Sarah
Vaughan disk and Columbia made up 1,000 of the
Laine platter. These records were then distributed
only to key deejays and stations in California and
members of the Academy. The disks will possibly
ultimately be released by Columbia and Roulette
in show music albums by the two stars.

Hit TY, Radio

Meanwhile, the writer-nominees are making
the rounds of radio and TV shows, both local and

network. Cahn and Van Heusen this month ap-
peared on four local shows—Oscar Levant’s pro-
gram and “Comment,” on KCOP-TV; KFI's “Swing
Years” and Pat Buttram’s airer on, KTLA-TV.

~ Previn, Langdon and Mercer participated in several

recent segments of “Hollywood Record Room,” a
new musical discussion TV series on KRCA, Holly-
wood.

Andre Previn also guested on the Perry Como
show last month and played both of his “Best
Score” nominees—"“Bells Are Ringing” and “Elmer
Gantry"—while Eydie Gorme sang his “Faraway
Part of Town" tune on the same program, Tiomkin
was saluted a couple of weeks ago on ABC-TV's
“Music Is My Beat” show, which featured his
entire catalog.

Of the writer-nominees, Cahn and Van Heusen
have each won three previous Oscars (Two as a
team); Paul Francis Webster has won two Oscars,
and Johnny Mercer and Dimitri Tiomkin have each
won one. Previn is nominated in three different
categories this year; Tiomkin .in two.

Previn Conducts

Previn will again act as musical conductor
for the Academy Awards ABC-TV show, when the
winners are announced April 17. Bob Hope will

‘emsee the event, with Jane Morgan and Roger

Williams already set as guest performers. Miss
Morgan will sing “The Second Time Around” and
“Somebody™ (which she recorded for Kapp). Wil-
liams will play “Never on Sunday.”

~ Local trade paper ads are spotlighting glow-
ing testimonies to the various tunes by everybody
from Frank Sinatra to Sigmund Spaeth. Sinatra’s
ad proclaimed, “I believe in backing a winner!” a
reference to his new waxing of “The Second Time
Around™ (The first release of his Reprise label)
v}?hich hit “The Hot 11" this week in the No. 86
slot.

[t's interesting to note that United Artists Pic-
tures, which scored strongly with theme waxings by
UA Records on the best selling singles and album
charts in 1960, set an Academy Award record this
vear with 41 nominations. Three of the five tune-
nominees are from UA movies—"The Facts of
Life,” “Never on Sunday" and “The Alamo.” Four
of the five film score nominees are from UA movies
—"The Alamo,” “Elmer Gantry,” “Exodus” and
“The Magnificent Seven."

Flick Execs Dig Deep Into Disk Artist Ranks

performing arts,” said
Wein, “and we intend fo make
It a showcase for the greatest
talents in classical music and
the drama, as well as attract-

past, will be featured. Since
attendance will be of necessity
limited to the 1,700-seat ca-
pacity of the Garden and
4,000 in the amphitheater,
first consideration will go to

infkthe great names in jazz,
folk and gospel music.” Castle Hill sponsors.

the pick of the new releases:

Py
SPOTLIGHT WINNERS
OF THE WEEK

Strongest sales potential of all records reviewed this week.

h_ Pop

THE INNOCENTS
IN THE BEGINNING (Blue Indigo, BMI) (2:25)—
KATHY (Blue Indigo, BMI) (2:30)—The group has had
several big outings with Kathy Young and by themselves,
and this coupling can keep things going. Both sides are in
slow, persistent tempo with a lot of good sound. Side Two
could be regarded as a tribute to their former singing
mate, Both have a chance. Indigo 116

BOB LUMAN e
THE GREAT SNOW MAN (Acuff-Rose, BMI) (2:46)—

THE PIG LATIN SONG (Acuff-Rose, BMI) (2:26)—Two
fine songs by John D. Loudermilk receive a warm and
spirited treatment by Luman. Top side is an interest ballad
idea while the flip is a cute rhythmic effort.

Warner Bros. 5204

Country : —

JEAN SHEPARD

NO ONE KNOWS (Briarcliff, BMI) (2:22)—THE ROOT
OF ALL EVIL (Pamper, BMI) (2:05)—Two great sides
for Miss Shepard, with the first a solid, medium-beat
weeper, delivered with much vitality and heart. Flip is
equally well handled and contains a lot of basic r.'nuntlg
philosophy. Two efforts that can go. Capitol 453

Additional Spotlights on Page 31

For Box Office Attractions; Tap Deejays, Too

NEW YORK — Movie execu-
tives are continuing to dig deeper
and deeper into the ranks of hot
record artists in both the singles
and album fields in their never
ending search for box-office prop-
erties. And a number of important
disk jockeys are being tapped as
well for roles in upcoming films,

Meanwhile, the current success
of movie themes on records and the
importance of these hit disks in
helping to create excitement about
th= movies, has caused a scramble

SORD MAHOFFS
SET FLA. MEET
MARCH 19-20

CORAL GABLES, Fla. —
The Society of Record Deal-
ers of America board of di-
rectors will hold its semi-
annual meeting here March
19-20. The Sunday and Mon-
day conclave will be head-
quartered at the University
Court Resort Motel and will
be officially bhosted by Mike
Spector, proprietor of Spec's
Records here and a former
president of SORD.

A prime topic of discussion
is expected to be the matter
of reorganizing the Society
along the lines of regional
and local chapters jn order
to effect better and faSter com-
munication, This move would
require a change in the by-
laws of the organization,
which could be set in motion
at the meeting.

-
&
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oi. the part of producers to sign
key composers and scorers.

Brenda Lee, Bobby Rydell, and
Gene Pitney are the latest young
disk stars inked by Hollywood.
Miss Lee will make her movie de-
but in a leading role in “Teddy
Bears" for 20th Century-Fox. She
has been signed to two films a
year for Fox at a starting salary
of $50,000. Rydell's first movie
will be “Hill Girl."

Pitney, 19-year-old singer-song-
writer who has his first hit — *1
Wanna Love My Life Away” — on
Musicor, was personally selected
by Dimitri Tiomkin to sing the
main title theme for the forthcom-
ing UA movie, “Town Without
Pity" starring Kirk Douglas. The
title tune—penned by Tiomkin,
who wrote the movie score — I8

Sidney Mills Back
With Mills Music

NEW YORK—Sidney Mills, vet
music man, has returned to Mills
Music as general mechanical man-
ager. He joins brothers Dick and
Paul in acting as liaison with
a.&r. men of the various recording
firms,

Sid Mills had left Mills a -few
years ago 4o start his own pub-
lishing company. He will con-
tinue the active management of
these firms, Diana Music, Sidney
Music and Diana Records, He will
also continue to represent record-
ing artists Sam Hawkins, Vic
Justi and Bobby Hamilton, in ad-
dition to his other duties with

Mills,

also featured in a juke box se-
quence Pitney's waxing of the
song will be used in that scene.
Tiomkin is using a 12-piece jazz
combo to record the theme,
Twitty Production
Meanwhile, Conway Twitty is
following Pat Boone and Bobby
Darin’s lead, and is setting up his
own film production company,
Twitty will produce and star in an
indie picture which will be filmed
(Continued on page 52)

Cap Labels Set
32-Album Run

HOLLYWOOD—A total of 32
albums comprise the March release
for Capitol pop, Classics, Capitol-
of-the-World and Angel. Sixteen
LP’s are devoted to the pop portion
of Capitol's March offering, high-
lighted by the label’s move this
month in both the comedy and per-
cussion fields. For its laugh entry,
Capitol spotlights comic Bob Mel-
vin's disk debut in an album titled,
“Closer, Baby, Don't Fight It.” On
the drum front, it offers “Wild
Stereo Drums!” (On mono, “Wild
Hi-Fi Drums!™), featuring percus-
sive talents of Billy May, Les
Baxter, Pepe Dominguin, the Drum
Brigade and Dickie Harrell.

Other artists represented in the
March pop release are Ray An-

thony, Nat King Cole, Jackie
Davis, Webley Edwards, Jackie
Gleason, Pee Wee Hunt, Dave

Pell; George Shearing, with Nancy
Continued on page 43)
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Victor,
Slash Album

® Continued from page 1

Capitol & Mercury

Prices 25%

both mono and stereo. According
to Jack Burgess, vice-president of
commercial sales at RCA Victor,
the firm's 1960 “Save-on-Stereo™
sale was repeated at the dealers’
request, and was an enormous suc-
cess.” Burgess stated that “dealers
reported that it increased their
over-all record business and stimu-
lated stereo sales activity enough
to really put stereo on its feet. We
believe that “The Greatest Sale on
Earth” will do more toward re-
vitalizing the interest of the record-
buying public, and just as impor-
tant, the advertising program cre-
ated for this sale wilr give record
dealers a pgreat opportunity (o
show customers that a record shop
is still the best place to purchase
records.” Victor will advertise its
“Greatest Sale on Earth” (the
diskery made special arrangements
with Ringling Brothers, Barnum
and Bailey for the use of the
slogan), in nine national consumer
magazines. Through a co-opera-
tive advertising program, Victor
expects local advertisers to spend
$250,000 on the sale.

Mercury  Records  Executive
Vice-President Irwin Steinberg told
Billboard Music Week that he
expected the Mercury sale to help
dealers move a great amount of
product to the consumer by stimu-
lating activity at the dealer-con-
sumer level. He said it would put
dealers in a better position to com-
pete with the discount stores. Mer-
cury, too, will work with dealers
on co-op ads during the sale, and
will work many pomt-of-sale mer-
chandising items.

To qualify for Capitol's plan,
dealers must order a minimum of

Cerulli, Gold to
New Victor Slots

NEW YORK—Dom Cerulli has
been named to the newly created
post of manager, editorial and
creation service at RCA Victor. In
his new post, Cerulli will be re-
sponsible for the co-ordination of
album production and packaging
and the development of new ideas
relating to albums. He will report
to George Avakian, Cerulli was
formerly press and information ex-
ecutive for single records at Victor,
which he joined in 1960 after leav-
ing Warner Bros. He was associale
editor of Down Beat and is presi-
dent emeritus of the MRA.

Also at Victor, Marty Gold was
named co-ordinator of all Stereo
Action albums to be produced by
the company. Gold joined Victor
last year as an a.&r. director. He
will continue his activities in a.&r.
and as a conductor-arranger and
recording artist.

Atlantic-Atco Bows
6 Album Releases

NEW YNRK—Atlantic Records
has released three new albums,
plus three more new LP's on its
Atco subsidiary label. The Atlantic
packages feature Ornette Coleman,
Chris Connor and alto sax star
Crawford on his debut LP.

The new Atco packages spot-
light three European acts — the
Scandinavian vocal duo Nina and
Frederik, British Dixieland band
Acker Bilk, and Swedish maestiro
Harry Arnold and his ork, featur-
ing pianist Frank Barclay.

The Nina and Frederik LP,
“Nina and Frederik With Louis
Armstrong,” contains six selections
from the sound track of a Euro-

an movie, “Formula for Love,”
in which the team appears with
Armstrong. Armstrong’s vocalist,
the late Velma Middleton, is also
heard on one track.

100 Capitol LLP's and 50 Angel
albums, with the free items to be
limited to those titles purchased
during the program. In addition to
the price break, dealers also will
receive a 90-day deferred payment
benefit, allowing them to pay for
their March program purchases in
three equal installments, falling
due on the 10th of April, May,
and June. Capitol’s usual 10 per
cent exchange privilege and 2 per
cent cash discount for prompt pay-
ment on the three due dates will
remain in effect.

Orders placed under Capitol's
February program but not shipped
as of February 28, can be canceled
to allow dealers to buy the same
merchandise under the more favor-
able terms of the March program,

Capitol moved into the March
discount arena with such rapidity,
its across-the-board album price
slash automatically overshadowed
its more conservative deals offered
only the week before. A week ago,
it announced a one-for-10 Frank
Sinatra bonus plan whereby deal-
ers would receive one free Sinatra
album for every 10 they buy of
his soon-to-be-issued “All the Way™
LP or his January-released “Swing-
in’ Session™ album. This was dis-
closed in the February 27 issue of
Billboard Music Week, as was the
extension of its 10 per cent Angel
program. Thus, the new March dis-
count offer supercedes the Sinatra
and Angel plans as well as all
previously announced Capitol and
Angel programs.

Capitol, through the years, has
been comparatively conservative in
discount drives, The March one-
for-three program on all Capitol
and Angel LPs and EP’s marks
“the bhiggest dealer and consumer
incentive ever offered in the com-
pany's history,” according to Capi-
tol Records Distributing Corpora-
tion President Mike Maitland.

Victor's notice 1o its distributors
two weeks ago that it was again
initiating a special spring LP sale,
caused both Capitol and Mercury
to fall in quickly. It is believed by
many tradesters that some distribu-
tors leaked the Victor sale infor-
mation to their big accounts last
week since both Goody and Kor-
vette in New York jumped into a
50 per cent off list sale of RCA
Victor Records last Monday (27).

Victor is initiating its 1961 sale
at a time when it i1s doing better
in the album field than it has for
many years. Victor's new Limeliters
album, its Sviatoslav Richter LP,
its albums of “Wildeat” and “Do
Re Mi,” and the “Exodus™ sound
track, plus is normal strong-selling
albums by Henry Mancini, Van
Cliburn and Elvis Presley, and the
Red Seal sets, have jumped Victor
solidly back in the album picture
in 1961. And, as everyvone knows,
Victor is currently the hottest com-
pany in singles. Victor executives
are convinced that this is the time
to get their album product into
stores in great quantity, and that
the sale will help both the record
business as a whole and Victor's
oA,

Many labels checked by Bill-
hoard Music Week indicated that
they did not want to join Victor,
Capitol and Mercury in March
sales plans for varipus reasons.
Some have just come off special
plans and sales, while others feel
they have enough hit albums to
keep up their sales. Jay Lasker,
sales chief of Reprise, said that he
felt the advertising of the three
companies would help pull so
much traffic into stores that all
manufacturers with strong product
would benefit.

Howard Judkins Sr., president
of the Society of Record Dealers,
(SORD), told Billboard Music
Week that “We hope that it (the

NARM Giving
Arfist Awards |

HOLLYWOOD — The National |
Association of Record Merchan-|
disers (rack jobbers) will present |
special awards to those artists who |
delivered the top-selling records on |
racks during the past year at its
annual convention, April 25-29, at |
Miami Beach’s Eden Roc Hotel. |

Disk artists scoring 1960's high-
est total rack sales are Capitol's
Kingston Trio (best selling vocal |
combination), RCA Victor's Elvis
Presley (best selling male vocalist)
and MGM's Connie Francis (best
selling female vocalist).

Records enjoying the _highest
rack sales: Best selling single, Elvis
Presley's “Are You Lonesome To-
night?” (RCA Victor; best selling
regularly priced LP, “60 Years of
Music, Volume 2" (RCA Victor),
best selling economy priced LP,
“Mantovani Showcase” (London);
best selling EP, Elvis Presley's
“Touch of Gold" (RCA Victor). |

According to NARM President
Harry Goldman, the above were sc-
lected according to actual rack
sales, Fach of NARM's members
listed his top sellers on a ballot and
these were audited by the Haskins
& Sells accounting firm. According
to NARM, its 40 members last
year handled more than $50,000,-
000 in retail record sales. ‘

Quality Products
Need Less Discount|
Merc Exec Notes

CHICAGO — Quality product
combined with de luxe packaging |
necessitates fewer and smaller
discounts, according to Irwin H.
Steinberg, executive vice-president
of Mercury Record Corporation.

At last week's meeting of
Mercury's a. & r. and field sales
staffs, Steinberg said the January |
sales picture indicated quality |
goods such as Mercury's Perfect
Presence Sound Series and Living
Presence Sound Series proved the
theory that extensive discounts are
unnecessary if gquality and sales-
manship are employed.

Kenny Myers, vice-president in
charge of sales, noted the success
of Beethoven's “Wellington Vic-
tory” as an example of the accept-
ance of the PPS line. This album
was backed by an all-out, exira-
budget merchandising and advertis-
ing campaign which included
window displays, counter cards,
catalogs, demo disks and spot-
placed high impact and large cir-
culation advertising shots, as well
as a four-color plastic stereo
department sign.

Mercury, Myers said,  will
launch phase two of its program
with the February 26 package
goods release. This release will re-
ceive priority push, merchandising
material, de luxe packaging and co-
ordinated advertising programs,
aimed not only at present con-
sumers but also at the new stereo
buyers.

Added to the phase two release
will be a special deejay mailing of
a monaural disk to pop slations,
including” many new to the list
that are showing a tendency to
lean toward relief tracks to vary
the standard top 40 [ormat.

Victor, Capitol, Mercury March
sales) means the beginning of a
permanent price readjustment to
briag the suggested list price more
in line with actual sales practice.”
However, in regard to this, Burgess
at RCA Victor said the price of its
records would come back to the
regular list price at the end of the
sale, and this was confirmed by
the Mercury and Capitol execu-
tives. Many trade observers feel it
is impossible for the large manu-
facturers to lower their list prices
permanently due to their record
club commitments.
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MUSIC AS WRITTEN
New York

Max Silverman, the genial proprietor of the Quality Record
Shop in Washington, and his assistant, Gene Levy, have started
their own record label, called Frandy. First release, titled “No-
body,” with Tibby Hubbard, has already started to garner
action in Washington, Nashville and Philadelphia, says Max. ...
Lee Eastman's purchase of Korwin Music (B.M.W., Feb, 27),
also includes Pauline Music, the ASCAP firm that includes the
Mitch Miller “Sing Along” theme. ... Discos Fuentes is the
exclusive distributor for United Artists Records in Columbia.

. Vesuvious Records in New Jersey has appointed Duncan
Distributors in Cleveland and Disc Distributors in Boston 1o
handle the label.

Nelson Riddle backs Johnny Mathis on the singer's new
album “I'll Buy You a Star.” Riddle was loaned to Columbia
by Capitol for the LP.... A new musical, “Kicks & Co.,” is due
to hit Broadway in the fall. Book, music and lyrics are by
Oscar Brown, the highly touted new Columbia artist. ... Wally
Roker, formerly with Fire and Fury labels is now handling
national promotion for the hot Scepter label. . . . Ivan Mogull
is off to Europe on a four-week trip to acquire new tunes for
his Harvard and Ivan Mogul Music firms, and to work on
“Pony Time” and “You Can Have Her" abroad.... Chubby
Checker is making a TV film showing the “Pony Time"” dance
which EMI will distribute throughout the world with his disk.
... Harold Herson, New York dance band leader for 30 years,
died last week in Ithaca, N. Y.... Annette LeVine has joined
Bobby Heller’s distributing firm in Philadelphia as promotion
department chief. Bob Rolontz.

Hollywood

Gardena Records has signed a nonexclusive deal with the
Gary Paxton and Kim Fowley production. Gardena also picked
up the Paxton-Fowley master to “Baby, You Got Soul” b/w
“All-Night Party,” by Johnny Angel, on the P-F Paxley label.
. . . Stan (“Ghost Riders in the Sky") Jones’ latest, “Sweet Little
Lark,” was recorded for the Van-Russ label here by the Russo
Brothers. Tune is a lullabye.

Liberty Records’ national promotion director, Bob Skaff,
hits the road on a five-week drum-beating tour of key markets.
His itinerary includes Denver, Chicago, Cleveland, Pittsburgh,
New York: Hartford, Conn.; Boston, Washington, Baltimore and
Philadelphia. At the same label, artist-repertoires’ Snuff Garrett
signed vocalist Dave Edwards to a recording contract.

Seventeen-year-old singer-actor Ronmie Keith (Leroy on
“The Great Gildersleeve” show) has been signed by El Monte
Records, with first release coupling “The Little Dog Laughed”
and “My Little Susie.” . . . Candix Records' head, Bill Silva, is
setting up a West Coast disk jockey tour for Lou Rawls to plug
his releases. . . . Dot is issuing a special disk-jockey promotional
record that includes a Lawrence Welk voice-track saluting the
spinners and thanking them- for their co-operation. Gab track
is included with the disk jockey pressing of “Theme From "My
Three Sons' ™ b/w “Out of a Clear-Blue Sky."” Lee Zhito.

Chicago

Delmar Records, jazz label operated by Chicago retailer
Bob Koester, has scheduled Albert Nicholas, Art Hodes, barrel-
house pianist Speckled Red, and modern jazzmen Jimmiy
Forrest, Ira Sullivan and the John Young Trio for a series of
LP sessions. The label recently added the following distributors:
Alpha, New York; California Record Distributing, Los Angeles;
United, Chicago; Record Merchandisers, St. Louis; Lesco, Phila-
delphia; East-Coast, Pittsburgh; Vieux Carre, New Orleans, and
kevnote, Cleveland,

Shelby Singleton, Mercury's Southern a.&r. director, will be
in Nashville Tuesday (7) when Billy (Crash) Craddock cuts his
first single for that label. Singleton plans to be in New Orleans
Friday (10) for a Cajun Pete LP session which will be recorded
'_'iivlf“ before an audience composed of local dealers and disk
jockeys.

Ernestine Anderson (Mercury) cut a single in New York
Friday (3), according to Mercury a.&r. man, Clyde Otis. . . . Big
Bill Hill, Colt Records, has set Bob Heller and Gene Canter, Rec-
ord Distributing Company, to handle his firm's Philadelphia
distributorship. . . . Jack Russell was re-elected president of the
Midwest region of the Artists’ Representative Association for
the eighth year in a row, Russell was recently tapped as talent
co-ordinator for the “Danny Thomas Salute to the Claretian
Fathers' show April 26 here. , , . Distributor James H. Martin
has returned to the Windy City following a Philly business trip.

Ernie Alischueler, Columbia a.&r. man, was in town last
week for record sessions with Inman and Ira, currently at the
Gate of Horn, and Johnny Janus, appearing at the Playboy Club.
Altschueler also cut a comedy LP with the Kirby Stone Four
during a “live” performance at the Playboy. . . . Norman Dolph,
Columbia Record Productions, just returned from a Columbia
conference in New York. Gloria Manlong

Nashville

Roye Lee last week produced Chancellor sessions at the
Bradley Studio by Nicollet and the Lee Men. . . . Jim Reeves’
new RCA Victor album is called *Tall Tales and Short Tempers,”
and the label's latest album etching by Homer and Jethro is
“Songs My Mother Never Sang.” . . . The Wilburn Brothers’
new Decca release is “Legend of the Big River Train.” . . .
Fred Foster infos that bass man Bob Moore’s “Theme From My
Three Sons” is destined to become a top pop instrumental. . . .-
Chet Atkins recently etched young Jimmy Eledge for RCA

.(Continued on page 52)
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finc. hits like Heartbreak, Slcep,
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) N R R - -

YHIDEAWAY" "“LEAVE MY KITTEN
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i ALONE"”
by FREDDIE KING, Federal 12401 : by LITILE WILLIE JOHN, King 5452
. :. -
:

“LET'S GO AGAIN"
""BEWILDERED" by HANK BALLARD
by JAMES BROWN, King 5442 King 5459

and the Midniters
_

NEW and BIG!

“LITTLE STAR"

CHUCK BERRY
Chess #1779

Permanent U. .
Body Oversees
Govi. Agencies

WASHINGTON—A permanent
subcommittee on regulatory agen-
cies will replace the defunct legisla-
tive oversight subcommittee which
held the spectacular payola and TV
quiz during the 86th Congress,
Chairman Harris (D., Ark.) of the
full House Interstate and Foreign
Commerce Committee announced
last week that he has no intention
of “abanduning or neglecting the
responsibility” of his committee in
the important field of keeping an
eye on the major regulatory agen-
cies of the government.

Membership of the new subcom-
mittee has not yet been announced.
Harris said he expects to recruil
few new staff members, but will

utilize the staff of the parent com-
mittee,
Mth{:-u Harris said moves by

agencies like the Federal Commu-
nications Commission and the Fed-
eral Trade Commission to improve
effectiveness were a “most encour-
aging sign,” it will be the job of
the new overseer group to see that
the agency legislation and adminis-
tration keeps up with the changing
times and develops fewer boitle-
necks,

Residue from the business of the
86th Congress includes promises by
members of the former Special Leg-
islative Subcommittee to examine |
network programming, including
their handling of musical program-
ming, and to determine the respon-

sibility of ratings in forcing broad-
casters into top-40 programming.

ASCAP 1960 Receipts Surpass

1959 Figure By

HOLLYWOOD — Coast mem-
bership of the American Society of
Composers, Authors & Publishers
learned at last week's semi-annual
meeting here that the Society’s
1960 receipts surpassed its previous
year’s income by more than $2,300-
000. They also applauded ASCAP's
increased recognition of the Coast’s
importance as revealed by the ap-
pointment of a resident represen-
tative who will serve as a liaison
with the Society’s New York head-
quarters. Furthermore, President
Stanley Adams said it was likely
that ASCAP’'s board of review
would convene annually on the
Coast to hear problems presented
bv 'Westlern members,

ASCAP's 1960 receipts were as
follows: It collected from licenses
$3183.789.61; from U. S. Treas-
ury bills and notes, $249,590.33;
from membership dues, $110,-
155.37.

Total receipis amounted to $32,-
34413531 as compared to the
previous vear's receipts which to-
taled $30,030,967.14,

After expenses were deducted,
ASCAP had available for distribu-
tion to its members $26,212.689.78,
A total of $580,716.52 was set
aside for payments to foreign per-
formance rights collection societies.
In turn, ASCAP distributed to its
own members $2,618.549.43 it had
collected for the performance of

eir works in foreign countries.

hese countries include Argentina,
Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada,
Denmark, England,  Finland,
France, Germany, Holland, lsrael,

Japan, Mexico, Norway, Spain and
Switzerland. All collections were
scttled through 1958, with the ex-

Over $2.3 Mil.

ception of Canada, which paid Into
1959,

License payments in the syms
phonic and concert ficld showed
a $5,000 gam over the previous
year, amounting to $107,250.73,
Treasurer’s report was read to the
membership by veteran Coast board
member, Wolfe Gilbert, in the ab-
séencé of Treasurer George Hoff-
man, who couldn't attend the
meeting due to illness.

ASCAP is expected to identify
its Coast liaison man sometime this
month. According to some reports,
Harry Garfield was mentioned dur-
ing a board meeting as a likely
appointee, Need for a full-umn
ASCAP Coast rep has been mount-
ing during recent vears, with the
increased activity of ASCAP af-
fairs in this area. For some 25
years, Wolfe Gilbert has served the
Society in that area here as a non-
Emd helper. Gilbert, a board mems-

er, voted in favor of appointing

a 5a:lnried rep to handle these af-
fairs since the expansion of this
area has resulted in more than a
part-time aid can handle,

Pick a winner
from the new low-cost

CLASSIFIED
MART!

coming in the

MARCH 27 ISSUE

hﬂ" and sellers in the music-coin

will #ind this a convenient
-ulul' place for the best sources of |
equipment, supplies, services and per-
sonnel — sorving more than 20,000
buyers, asellers and users of music,
records, taps and home entertalnment

equipment, I

GANNONBALL ADDERLEY'S

FIRST POP RIT!

JUST RELEASED AND BREAKING BIG

AFRIGAN WALIZ

by the Cannonball Adderley Orchestra/Ri\rerside 45457/ A most unusual instrumental single by the best selling jazz star

Dise Jockeya: If you haven't received your eopy yet contact Riverside Records,..285 W. 46th St....New York 36,N.Y,

One Stops: Title strips available from your local diatributor....
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From the top rated Fred _snn_s:..._.n# ._.c show

Theme from

MY THREE
SONS

with

movement up charts

and his orchestra VERTICAL
45.437

onument

RECORDS

ONE OF THE [/oN0Y GROUP| OF HIT LABELS

539 WEST 25 STREET, NEW YORK 1, N. Y.
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7 Responsible for musical backgrounds to all Roy Orbison hits
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U. S. Bill Would Thin Out Income Tax
For Creative and Performing Talents

WASHINGTON — Songwriters
and other creative and performing
talent subject to heavy income tax
in windfall years will watch newly
introduced legislation to allow tax

spread. An early bird in this field
is Rep. Thomas Curtis (R., Mo.),
who has offered a bill to extend

'present provisions in the internal
revenue code to permit tax spread
for any individual whose income
for the current taxable year exceeds

150 per cent of his average income:

for each of the preceding five
years,

Proviso for the back-spread of
the tax in the Curtis Bill, H.R.
4816, would result, for example, in
a tax base of $4,500 when actual
personal income for that year was
$9,000, while earnings for preced-
ing five years averaged only $3,000
annually,

Curtis explains details in the
somewhat complicated back-spread
method like this: “Let us assume an
individual whose average taxable
income for five consecutive years
has been $3,000, The sixth year he
receives $9,000, His tax liability for
the sixth year would be based upon
first, 150 per cent of his five-year
average, or $4,500; second, one-
sixth of the surplus $750, for the
current yvear, and third, one-sixth of
the surplus for each of the pre-
ceding five years. The entire
amount which s received is taxed,
but a portion of that received in the
big income vear is referred back to
previous years.”

The President is known to favor
more equitable tax spread for the
creative and performing earner, but
a bill from the Democratic ranks

is more likely to receive action in
the present Congress.

T —— —

et —

SIMON PICKED
AS NARAS EXEC

NEW YORK — George Si-
mon, record producer and for-
mer editor of Metronome
magazine, was selected this
week as the executive director
of the Eastern wing of the Na-
tional Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences (NARAS).
This is the first paid post for
the organization. Simon’s du-
ties will encompass member-
ship drives, radio-TV expo-
sure, publicity and music
scholarships.

Wun;ers Ponder
Promo on Wheels

HOLLYWOOD — Warner Bros,
Records executives discussed with
their district sales managers
whether the label should put its
fall convention on wheels again
this year by chartering a Pullman
car and sending it to the nation’s
key markets. Talks also included
WB's spring and fall plans. Meet-
ing was held in Palm Springs, Calif,

Those attending included the la-
bel's four district sales managers,
Stuart Woodruff (East), Bob Sum-
mers (Midwest), Reggie Tobin
(South), Fran Howell (West). Also

resent were promotion manager

n Graham, San Francisco; East-

ern operations manager Monroe
Glasberg, New York; Weslern op-

erations manager Gene Benson,
Los Angeles; comptroller Ed West,
merchandising director Joel Fried-
man, assistant to the president Herb
Hendler, international director Bob
Weiss, engineering and recording

director Lowell Frank and presi-
dent Jim Conkling.

WASHINGTON—Internal Rev-
enue Service announced last week
that it will not follow an appeals
court decision relating to which
portions of services and refresh-

ments are subject to the cabaret
Lax.

In the Bush's, Inc., decision,
handed down by the Seventh Cir-
cuit, it was held that services and
refreshments furnished. to patrons
after entertainment terminated
were not subject to the levy, that
those furnished during the enter-
tainment period were properly
taxed, and that those furnished be-
fore the entertainment period were
properly taxed only to the extent
paid for during or after the enter-
tainment period,

IRS pointed out that under the
Internal Revenue Code of 1954,
the tax applies to all amounts paid
for admission, service, refreshment

Europe Networks
Set Song Contest

PARIS—The radio and TV
networks of France, Switzerland,
Belgium and Canada organized an
international contest of French
songs for composers and French
language authors residing in these
countries. A total 1,778 songs have
been sent in. French RTF re-
ceived 818 songs; Switzerland, 160;
Belgiumi, 200, and Canada, 600.
National selections will take place
in each couniry to select the three
best songs. France's finals will take
place at the Salle Pleyel, March
10. International finals will take

ace the week of March 17.

ere are 10,000 Swiss francs for
the winning writers.

IRS Balks at Cabaret
Tax Rule of Federal Court

or merchandise by patrons of a
cabaret who are entitled to be pres-
ent during any portion of the enter-
tainment furnished by such an es-
tablishment. The service held the
position that amounts paid under
the circumstances of this case for
pre-entertainment sales to patrons
who are present during any portion
of the entertainment are specifi-
cally taxable under the law and
applicable regulations, regardless of
when paid, and that a similar re-
sult is called for in the case of post-
entertainment sales furnished to pa-
trons who were present during any
portien of the entertainment,

IRS said it will not ask the Su-
preme Court to review the decision,
but will take an appeal 1o the

Eighth Circuit.

Dot to Issue 7
Singles as First
Compact Release

HOLLYWOOD — Dot Records
will issue seven singles as its first
compact 33 release.

Disks include some of the label's
top sellers of the past: Tab Hunter's
“Young Love” b/w “Ninety-Nine
Ways"; Billy Vaughn's “Melody of
Love” b/w *“Saill Along Sil'vry
Moon'; Pat Boone's “Oh, What
a Feeling” b/w Love Letters in the
Sand"”; Louis Prima and Kul?
Smith's “Bei Mir Bist Du Schoen”
b/w “Tea Leaves”; Debbie Reyns
olds" “Am 1 That Easy to Forget”
b/w “City Lights”; Dodie Stevens’
“Pink Shoe Laces” b/w “No.”

Release will be out next week,
It will be monaural only.

A DIVISION OF

Seven, Ails Records Corp.

MORTY CRAFT, PRESIDENT

701 SEVENTH AVENUE -

HEW YORK 36

first . . ."WHEELS"
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00 YOU HEAR THAT "W ORDERAL S0UND?

(A Lieber-Stoller Production)

The Dritters

“HONEY BEE"”
2096 |

TLANTIC RECORDS
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TALENT TOPICS

NEW YORK

Perry Como flew to Chicago last
week with his producer, Nick Van-
off; director, Dwight Hemion; mu-
sical director, Mitch Ayres, and sel
designer, Gary Smith. Como may
do one of his TV shows from the
Windy City. . . . Jimmie Rodgers
will open at the Statler Hilton in
Dallas March 9. . . . Annette will
star in the new Walt Disney ver-

sion of Yictor Herbert's “Babes in |
Maynard Ferguson |

Toyland.” . . .
and ork are now at Birdland in
New York. . . . The Joe Bushkin
Trio and the Buck Clayton Quartet
open at New York’s Embers Mon-
day night (6). . . . Art and Doty
Todd have signed with Decca.

Jo-Ann Perry is visiting dee-
jays all over the East plugging
her Glad record of “Cool Cat.”
« « « Johnny Gilbert, Dot artist,
opeaed at the Bonfire on Long
Island, New York, for a two-
week stand. . . . Roger Wil-
liams and Jane Morgan will
both appear on the next “Os-
cars” TV spectacular. . . .
Lionel Hampton and ork are
now in Europe on a seven-
week tour of the Continent.
On April 13 the band opens
at the Flamingo in Las Vegas.
« » « Thrush Mitzi Mason has
signed with the Strand label.

Bob Rolontz

HOLLYWOOD

Sam Cooke’s British West Indies
tour has been extended an addi-
tional six days, taking htm through
March 29. Appearances in Jamaica,
Montego Bay and Kingston re-
portedly are sellouts, with the ad-
vidnce surpassing $45,000. Cooke
broke records in the Indies during
his tour last year. He opens a
week's run at the Howard Theater,
Washington, Tuesday (7), prior to
starting his island tour March 14.

Billy Eckstine, following his
run at Reno's Riverside Hotel,
has signed a new pact with
Las VYegas’ Dunes calling for
16 weeks during this year.
He staris a four-week stand at
the Vegas spot March 20,
with six-week stands scheduled

FOLK TALENT & TUNES

Around the Horn

Johnny Meder, of WBCH,
y Mich.,, heads up
“Hastings Jamboree,” broad-
cast live each Sunday, 3-5
« from the stage of the new
ﬂﬂnp Theater there. Reg-
llll'! include Don Holly, heard
on Skippy Records; Johnny
Colmus and the Smﬂinus, and
Pat Boyd, fem deejay and
couniry thrush on WLAY,
Grand Rapids, Mich., with
guesis Danny Mack, Don and
Phil Pennington, Judy Thomas
and Ray Ford and the Echo
Valley Boys, of Coldwater,
h'HEh- LR JuE Tﬂj'lﬂr,. PTHE-
dent of the Association of
Country Musicians and Enter-
tainers, announces that the or-
ganization will hold its annual
banquet for members and
guests at Steele’s Maples Club,
Fort Wayne, Ind., at which
time an election will be held
to name a new board of direc-
tors, The newly elected board
members will then nominate
and elect from their number
the officers for the coming
year,

A country music package fea-
turing Lester Flatt and Earl Scruggs

for the summer and later this
vear. . ,» «» Bill (*Jose Jimen-
ez") Dana has been set for
New York's Basin Street East,
sharing the bill with Ella Fitz-
gerald, April 13-29; Chicago's
Mr. Kelley's, May 8-18, and
Minneapolis’ Freddie’s, June
12-25, He makes his Holly-
wood debut at the Crescendo
Wednesday (8), which is only
his second night club appear-
ance anywhere.

Frankie Avalon, now getting co-
star billing in 20th Century-Fox’s
“Vovage to the Bottom of the Sea,”
has been booked for a 15-day tour
of South America starting June 12.
This is in addition to a 10-day run
at Three Rivers Inn, Clay, N. Y.,
starting May 5; two weeks at the
Latin Casino, Merchantville, N. 1.,
starting May 29, and an Easter-
week date at Mimai's Eden Roe.

Lee Zhito

CHICAGO

Ahmad Jamal and his trio,
Anita 0'Day, and Woody Herman
and his orchestra head a one-
night performance of “Jazz Opens
McCormick” at the 5,000-seat
McCormick Place Theater Satur-
day (18B), Others on the bill in-
clude the Northwestern University
Jazz Workshop lab band led by
Ken Bartosz, and the Melodons
of Notre Dame High School in
Niles under the direction of Father
George Wishirchen, C.5.C., known
as “The Swingin' Padre”. . . Paul
Bannister, Associated Bookings,
has set Les Brown and his or-
chestra and the Dukes of Dixie-
land for the Boat Show at the
McCormick Place Theater March
24 through April 2. . . . Ray Charles
will play the McCormick April
2-14 as part of his Midwest con-
cert tour.

Dinah Washington (Mer-
cury) Is carrently holding forth
at Roberts Show Lounge, ...
Brook Benton (Mercury)
opens at Sciola’s in Philadel-
phis tomight (6) for a omne-
week engagement, , . . The
Chin Twins, Cleo and Carol,
open at Mangam’s Chateau
March 20, This singing and

By BILL SACHS

'plays Emery Auditorium, Cincin-

nati, March 26, with the promotion
handled by Jimmy Skinner and Lon
Epstein, of the Jimmie Skinner
Music Center, Cincinnati, in asso-
clation with Ray Scott, of WNOP,
Newport, Ky. Skinner is presently
enjoying success with a special
package of blue-grass recordings be-
ing merchandised over a number of
top c.&w, stations on a per-ingquiry
(PI) basis. Stations include WCKY,
Cincinnati; WWVA, Wheeling, W.
Va.; KXEL, Waterloo, Ia.; XEG,
Fort Worth, and about a dozen
others, , . . CFTO-TV, Toronto’s
new television outlet, features a
half-hour country show every Sat-
urday night, with the old-time fid-
dle expert, King Ganam, and his

Sons of the West in the spotlight.|. . .

Vocalists are Wes Chapman and
Pat Bradley. In the guest shot the
last several weeks has been Orval
Prophet, of Ottawa, who records
for Decca under the name of John-
ny Six.

Columbia Records last week
released a new Johnny Horton
record, “Sleepy-Eyed John”
b.w., “They Can Never Take
Your Love From Me,” John-
ny cut the sides shortly before
his untimely demise. . . . Till-
man Franks has just taken

dancing duo was formerly
with WBBM - Radio, where
they appeared on 2 number of
that station's shows, including
“P.M., Party,” “The Josh
Brady Show” and the “Lunch-
con Show"”. . . Bob Atcher
(Capitol) has joined “The
New WGN Barn  Dance”
show which will be heard
weekly (8-9:30 p.m.) hegin-
ring Satorday (11) on WGN-
Radio.  Bobby  Hendricks
(Mercury) may soon he wear-
ing army khakis, He takes
his physical in mid-March, . .
Folk singers Bob Gibson and
Bob Camp, currently at the
Playboy Club, will cut an LP
for Elektra Records during a
“Live” performance at the
Gate of Horn later this month.
Gloria Manlong

NASHVILLE

Minnie Pearl and hubby, Henry
Cannon, hosted a dinner party for
Tennessee Ernie and Betiy Ford
Wednesday (1) at the Cannon
home. Guests included Gov. Buo-
ford Ellington and wife, Katherine;
Eddy and Sally Arnold, Grandpa
Jones and spouse, Ramona; W3SM-
Radio’s John McDonald and wife,
Evelyn, and the Jordonaires and
wives. . . . Mary Reeves joined
hubby Jim in Oklahoma City last
week but returned here over the
weekend to head for Chattanooga
and league bowling as a member
of the Jim Reeves Blue Girls. . . .
Capitol's Faron Young returned
from Florida last week and heads
out right away on a 9,000-mile
tour., His new release, “Hello,
Wall,” is reportedly getting good
action,

RCA Victor arranger Anita
Kerr has a brand-new harpsi-
chord in her brand-new office
at the RCA Victor Studio here.
« + «» New receptionist at the
RCA Victor Studio is attrac-
tive Polly Roper, . .. Chet Al-
kins is skedded to guest on
Eddy Arnold’s “Today on the
Farm” over NBC-TV March
11. . . . Owen Bradley and
wife Katherine vacationed in

(Continued on page 53)

over the exclusive manage-
ment on Claude King, who
is slated to cut his first session
for Columbia soon. . , . Jim-
my Smart, presently being
heard on the Plaid label wiih
the tune, “Shorty,” is working
the Ailanta sector with his new
group billed as the Country
Cavaliers. With Smart are Clif
Regan, steel; Vernon Maney,
piano; Carl Queen, bass, and
Hoyt Estes, lead puitar,

Lorrie Collins, of the Collins
Kids, heard on Columbia Records,
presented her husband, Stew Car-
nall, manager of Jehnny Cash, with
a daughter at Cedars of Lebanon
Hospital, Hollvwood, February 22.
Tommy Cash, Johony Cash's
younger brother, is hitting the ¢.&w.
trail in Germany with his group,
the Hometowners, with Danny Star,
Tommy, an Army Sp3, does d five-
a-week c.&w. platter show over the

CONCERT REVIEW

G3-station American Forces Net-
work from the headquarters station
at Frankfurt, Germany. . . . Mrs,
Jimmie Rodgers is recuperating
from recent surgery at her home,
142 Montclair, San Antonio.

Howard Reed, of Galaxie
Artists, has a package featur-

(Continued on page 53)
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Garner’s Old Favorites Pleasing

Erroll Garner stuck mainly to his old album favorites as he
plaved to a near-capacity audience at the giant Civic Opera
House in Chicago last Saturday evening (25), and judging from
audience reaction, it was exactly what the crowd had come

to hear.

The maestro retains every bit of the imaginative,

light-

{ingered styling that has made him the popular artist he is today.

In his concert offerings, he used the standard Garner format
—starting and ending each number with a melody, but in
between going through a wide range of improvization that
seldom lacked for imagination and often, daring.

If criticism is to be made of the performance,

it would

have to be of the lack of variety—the certain sameness bordering
on monotony that Garner's playing assumes after a couple of
hours. With the exception of an interesting bass solo by Edward

Calhoun, and a very delicate brush ride by
program was all Garner. An

Martin, the

ercussionist kKelly
perhaps the old

cliche about too much of a good thing could have some applica-

tion here.

LEE LOEVINGER
TO ANTITRUST

WASHINGTON — The
President’s choice of Lee Loe-
vinger, currently a member
of the Minnesota Supreme
Court, to be head of the anti-
trust division of the Justice
Departmient will be of special
interest to the members of the
American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publish-
ers.

Dissident ASCAP publishers
are trying for a reopening of
the Justice - ASCAP consent-
decree negotiations which were
finalized under the division's
former acting antitrust chief,
Robert Bicks, (Billboard Mu-
sic Week, Februar:-.r 13.)

Lu-:wnger is known to be
well acquainted with antitrust
problems of small business :md
has testified before con
sional committees on the sﬂ
matters. Loevinger has a back-
ground of five years with the
antitrust division, 1941-1946,
and was appointed to his pres-
ent court position by Secretary
of Agriculture Orville L. Free-
man when the latier was gov-
ernor of Minnesota.

King Records in
2 for 1 LP Sale

CINCINNATI — King Records
unveiled a special, two-for-the-
price-of-one album deal on a series
of European-made packages last
week. Under the deal, the factory
has prepacked a series of albums
in sets of two LP's, each pack of
which is offered at the suggested
price of $3.98, The sets feature
European orks performing pop,
mood and concert material.

Songs of ltaly Festival
At Carnegie Hall Tabs
‘Realta’ for Top Place

NEW YORK—A song composed
and sung by Claudia Villa named
“Realta” (Reality) took the prize
at the “Second New York Festival
of Italian Songs™ held at Carnegie
Hall last week. Villa Records in
America for the Coral label and
the song is published by Curzi of
Ttaly.

Second place went to “I1 Sole
Non Tramonta” (The Sun Will Not
Go Down), sung by Capitol's Luci-
ano Virgili. It is published by MNa-
tional Music. *La Tua Conzone”
(Your Song), “Non Dimenticarmi
Troppo Presto” (Don't Forget Me
Too Soon), and “Un Litro Di Feli-
cita” (A Full Quart of Happiness)
finished in the three, four and five
positions. They were sung by
Rosella Masseglia, Tonina Torreill,
and Ernesto Bonino respectively.

The three-day fete, which ran
last weekend (17-19), was staged
by Landi Enterprises, Inc.

Ouster by AFM
May Be Resisted

PHILADELPHIA—Any attempt
by the national body of the Ameri-
can Federation of Musicians to
oust the Executive Board of Local
274, the all-Negro affiliate in Phil-
adelphia, will be stubbornly re-
sisted, said some of the local offi-
cers following recept of a directive
from Stanley Ballard, International
secretary.

The directive stated that the
AFM International International
Executive Committee found the lo-
cal board and James Shorter, local
president, guilty of charges
brought against them by James
Adams, a former Local 247 presi-
dent, and to show cause why they
should not be removed from office,
All well known among the city's
top music makers, the board mem-
bers named include Stanley Peters,
Paul Mack, Kames (Coatesville)
Harris, Augustus Johnson, Linwood
Johnson, William (Gabe) Bowman,
Joseph Thomas, Harry (Skeets)
Marsh Jr., and Charles Gaines. The
action climaxed a feud of lon
standing among factions of Loca
274,

Adams, the immediate past pres-
ident, charged in his complaint
that the new president and execu-
tive board operated the Philadel-
phia local with no regard to pre-
scribed rules and regulations of the
union, He alleged the board paid
out mﬂﬂt}f! without authorization
and usurping the powers and rights
of members. The pn:m]r:nt and
board are charged with “conspir-
ing to permit the president” to
evade the minimum man law and
wage scale,

Other charges alleged against
President Shorter included failure
to have financial reports read to
the local, failure to appoint a com-
mittee to handle the Music Per-
formers Trust Fund, acting as a
business agent in defiance of union
directive in 1955 outlawing offi-
cials acting as business agents,
among other alleged violations, ‘

Chuck Berry Sets
Fun Park Opening

ST. LOUIS—Chuck Berry, the
rock and roll star who recently
shuttered his nitery downtown
here, is opening an outdoor park
in Wentzville, Mo., about 20 miles
from here, around Decoration Day.
Berry Park is a 30-acre site, pur-
chased this winter by the Chess
recording ace. Berry intends to put
$100,000 into features, such as a
swimming pool, barbecue pits, a
ballroom and a picnic grove.

Berry, currently one -nighting
through Jamaica, B.W.lL., returns
to the St<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>