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Sparking 33 Singles

Quictly—and at high echelons—pressure is building in
favor of a 33 singles drive entailing the production of a cheap,
teen-slanted 33 automatic player. A story in this issue indicales
that RCA 18 giving the matter much thought. One of the chief
hurdles, of course, is production cost. Engineers for awhile had
dispaired of producing an automatic player at less than §520.
Let us hope RCA can solve the problem,

Meanwhile, however, let us propose an easier solution,
Vhy not have severnl companies back the production and cost
{ such a player—in the event no single firm cares to foot the

tofal” bull? Several companies, thus co-operating, would be
serving the best interests of the entire industry.

In fact, it would seem that such a proposal merits the
serious consideration and support of the Record Industry Asso-

- ciation of America.

We urge that the RIAA examine the problem carefully
and weigh the benefits disk manufacturers ure likely to derive
from a singln promotion centering around a player., In passing,
we may point out that a good many years have passed since a
cheap pl.ncr wis manufactured and prunmtcd specifically for
the teen market.

We ilso urge that manufacturers examing another—and
allied problem of some sensitivity. We refer to the price of
singles. A cul in price, coupled with a player promotion, may
produce far-reaching results in singles sales, Many labels have
already explored the price facet of the singles business and
feel that a drastic cut—say S0 per cent—is not feasible, Never-
theless, highly placed manufacturers, of integrity and repu-
tation, have recently indicated to us that & list price level of 63
cents is entirely reasonable.

In the interests of the singles business—and all that it
gieans with regard to the total disk industry—the time has
come to sharpen the pencils, burn the midnight oil and do
some culealating. It is necessary to thrust 1-11.11. consideratipns
of greed and rufged individuality and come up with all the
facts.

Indusiry Anxiously Awaits
Low-Cost 33 Disk-Player

NEW YORK — A low-cost 31
speed-only automatic record plaver
may soon make ils appearance ‘ac-
cording o strong rumors. heard

t week. Long believed by trade-

oFE RCA CLUB

sloss to be a vital f..l. tor i1 kicking
off the 33 ainele oo i records
for real, the p!uj:-:r. 10" be manu-
factured by RCA Victor's instro-
ment division, was said to be vir-|
tually ready for the market, |

(Continued on page [75)

dising * Radio-Ty Programining ¢ Coin ivia

NAB Convention Spotlights Stereo FM,

chine

FCC Role in Radio-TV Programming

FCC Decision to Standardize FM Stereo Broadcusting
Forces Fust Changes in NAB Agendu, Fresh Emphasis

The FCC's recent decision 1o
standardize FM stereo broadeasting

By MILDRED HALL

WASHINGTON — Music inter-
esls will be closely concerned with
the two higgest topics at this year's
convention of the National Associa-
tion of Broadcasters, The two are:
the debut of stereo sound in FM
broadcasting, and the future role
of the F::d{:rul Communications
Commission in radio and H:lE'nr'Ismu
programming.

on the basis of plans submitted by
Zenith and General Electric caused
some fast changes in convention

preparation and new emphasis on

rr.-luled exhibits and talks, The
NAB convention alsa took on a

The National Association of FM
Broadeasters and the NAB's owa
FAl commitiee covered the field
of FM broadeasting, multiplexing

and stereo from end to end during

the specinl FM Day, Sunday, pre-
ceeding the Monday opening of
the convention proper (see separala

new interest for many segnients of | story). Nevertheless, plenty of addi-

the music industry,

[rony raﬂurdus‘tmnnl questioning and discussion

and  equipment manulaclurers 1o WI" go on this week about the for-

talent and program suppliars,

(Cantiniied on page 166}

Stereo Singles Hot MOA Topic

By REN GREVATT

| eyes away from Chicago for the | the week”
NEW YORK—The future of flm time and head for Miami|merchundise is-

juke program, but this

ased on album

5 les, & que _.Er:m.h it's expected that plenty of | rather than ‘individual hit single
pisp 82, dngsss Aing S | diseussion will ensue on’ this 'mut- | repertoire.
ter, which eventually. can hiwve o

tion of prime interest among juke
box aperators, Temains as uncertain
NOW 4% a4 year ago, as gperalors
again gird  themselves for the an-
nual MOA convention,

As music operators tura their |

FM CODE HITS
759% OF DISKS

NEW YORK — A. Prose
Walker, engineering chief of
the National Association of
Broadcasters, warned broad-
casters and disk manufactur-
ers ‘last week that no more
than 25 per cent of existing
stereo records are completely
compatible with the pewly
adopted FM slereo broadcast
standards.

In line with this, Walker
said the NAB is readying a
campaigan to bring about the
tormation of compatible stereo
standards in the recording in-
dustry,

DEAL AS NEAR
TO CONCLUSION

MNEW YORK — Conclusion

of negotistions whereby Read-
er’s Digest would take over General
the RCA Victor Record Club Iotarnatinn s’ My e b
from the Book - of - the - Manufachirer Nawt oo euaaes %
Month Club were termed “im Talent Naws A SR
minent” last week.
A_ L. Sole, general manager |  Music Pop Charts
of the Reader’s Digest, af- | Bt BT Rl F34
firmed that the wrap-up of Best Selling P T A N
; y : 1 U ,; R0
the deal could be very close, Tate. Rachadind 170
but added that “it still was Bubblina Linder ke Hab 100 - 20
not definite.™ Chart Climbars T,
“We think we may wolne Lo Dabot Dk ™
a conclusion, perbups in a Diihle  Play Dhke | Th
week or two or three — bul it e Bl e T
is still not sure,” he said, BT AN <, ] AT

p e B s e el

It is understood that attor-
peyvs for the principals ars
now seeking to work out final
detuils.
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Does the operator have to have u
stereo juke hox to be cump—cnlu*"
Even if he does have stergo equip- |
ment, is . the
a manaural
enough to be concerned about

Jdilference between |
and  slerco Ih‘IF] e
or |

the average tavern or restaurant

listener? 1f the operator decides

' he has to have stereo records, will

he be uble 1o get them consistently. |
particulatly on hits and -at what
speed or both? Those are some of |
the posers that will be aired in the

cu;ridurs and 1n the forums at
Miamii Beach next week.

At the  mantfaeturer  level
the concensus appears to be lhnt
45 stereo singles, despite consider-
able early talk about them two to
three vears ago, never became a
factor in the business. On the 33|
stereo single front, it's true that
many diskeries have put out disk
packs for the Sechurg “artist - of
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Of a number of companies

on collections - from | v::h::c!-.cd on 457, some have never

Dissued  stereo records, while .othem
that have seem reluctant to stale
a clear-cut policy, Neither Colum-

(bi, Capitol nor Decca has ever

'been active with sterco 45's. RCA
Victor has nol put them out for
" months, The same is true for ABC-
Paramount, MGM and Mercury.
| Each, however, maintains that it
would release such disks if thers
wits a0 demand for them.

The leading juke box manufac-
turers have all been represented
with stereo boses for over a year.

(Cantinied on page I85)

German Tunes
Study Points to
Phono’s Power

By OMER ANDERSON

WIESBADEN, Germany — A
survev by the Germuan disk in-
dustries shows that juke boxes
make the top funes.

The survey -establishes a close
and consistent relationship between
juke box top tunes and disk sales.
In roughly 8 of 10 top tune case
histories, the tune chimbed to the
top first on juke box play.

Morcover, the survey establishes
that, in the case of certain records

| juke box play alone suifices (o

spin. & platter to the top. A tuns
i question was “Tom Dooley.”
The survey showed that this
tune was ignored by German
radio  stations, but it became &
German juke box "Knueller™—a
smash success, Soon phonobary

were swamped with requests for
“Tom Dooley.” _
Disieland jazz climbed to pop-

(Continned on page 184)

e 'i-.n

*u



BILLBOARD MUSIC WEEK

Bootleg Disk
Wide Open in

Front Breaks
Gotham, East

Trap Springs at Plaza Hotel, Hooking 4
On Counterfeit Charges; Others in Trials

NEW YORK — Startling new
developments occurred here last
week on the bootleg record front,
with the dramatic arrest of four
men in the unlikely locale of the
swank Hotel Plaza. The men had
been led into the Plaza trap by a
burly Nassau County
known affectionately as “Big
Mike,” who had gained the con-
fidence of the ring months ago as
a "fellow conspirator.”

In other developments, a trial
involving three men indicted last
summer in Bergen County, New
Jersey, on charges of record coun-
terfeiting, began in the county seat
of Hackensack.

On yet another front, Kings
County (Brooklyn) Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney William Sonenshine
sought and received from County
Judge Hyman Barshay, an ad-
journment on the setting of a trial
date for a number of other men
arrested last December on similar
charges. Sonenshine explained that
he wanted to look into possible
connections between those rounded
up last week and the December
group. Sonenshine noted that one
disk which both groups were ac-
cused of counterfeiting was Frank
Sinatra’s Capitol album, “Nice 'n’
Easy.” The Brooklyn group consists
of Gaetano Vastola, Iawrence
Martire, Nicholas del Negro, Jerry
Jupperman and Frank Leonard, all
of New York, and Charles Polhe-
mus of Utica, N. Y.

Year's Probe

The arrests in New York last
week culminated nearly a year of
investigation by detectives in co-
operation with the Record Indus-
try Association of America (RIAA).

The man known as “Big Mike,”

detective,:

actually Nassau County Inspector
John Lada, and other detective
associates infiltrated the counter-
feiting ring some months ago. On
oné occasion, at a meeting of the
group in Nyack, N. Y., it was ar-
ranged to have the chief of police
there, Ray Garrabrant, pay a call
at the meeting and assure the men
of his assistance in their ventures.
This was said to have impressed the
men,

When “Big Mike” and his col-
leagues had amassed more than
enough evidence for arrest, a meet-
ing was arranged in a suite in the
Hotel Plaza to talk over business
matters last Tuesday evening (2).
At the same time, a press confer-
ence was quietly arranged in an-
other part of the hotel by the
RIAA. At a signal, “Big Mike"
arose and addressed his “associ-
ates” in the following manner:
“Gentlemen I have an important
announcement to make. You are
all under arrest.” As this was tak-
ing place, the news was announced
to reporters gathered for the press
conference,

It was reported that the arrested
men were astounded at this turn
of events, They were charged with
grand larceny, conspiracy to vio-
late trade-mark laws and conspiracy
to comit grand larceny. Among
the records said to have been coun.
terfeited and sold by the ring, in
addition to the Sinatra album, was
the Command hit package, “Per-
suasive Percussion.” At least 50,-
ﬂi;{; copies of this were allegedly
sold.

The men were arraigned in Nas-
sau  County Court, Mineola,
Wednesday. All pleaded not guilty,

(Continued on page 169)

ERROLL GARNER
ALBUM IN JUNE
NEW YORK—Frroll Garn-

er’s first new album in almost
three years will be issued in
June or July on the ABC-
Paramount label. It will be
called  “Presenting  Erroll
Garner.” Garner's pact with
ABC-Paramount starts in
June, after his contract with
Columbia expires the end of

M:g.

arner had not recorded
any material for Columbia
since about 1958, due to
contractual and legal hassles.

RIAA Takes
Look at Merc,
Williams Case

CHICAGO — The powerfully
backed Recorded Industry Associa-
tion of America (RIAA) has re-
portedly taken an interest in a case

that rules that individual members
of a recording group are ot bound
by the group’s exclusive recording
contract

The case, bhetween Mercu
Records and Tony Williams, lead
singer of the Platters, was won by
Williams earlier this year,
subsequently appealed.

Under the decision, Williams,
signed to record for Mercury as a
member of the Platters, is never-
theless free to appear as a soloist or
member of another group, in per-
sonal apprarances or recording
dates for another label,

Precedent

The decision was particularly
significant in that it could set a
precedent in the entire field of
artist-diskery pacts and have wide-
spread industry repercussions,

RIAA has consulted the wel-
known Chicago law firm of Kirk-

(Continued on page 167 )

on appeal in Federal Court here K

TV | the Brooks

Mercury | K
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London Deul_a)king to Hundle

Britain’s Oriole

NEW YORK—London Records
18 soon expected to be named ex.
clusive State-side distributor for
album as well as singles product
of Oriole Records, leading indie
British diskery. The deal was under
discussion here last week ip deet-
ings between visiting Oriole ma-
hoffs, Morris Levy and Reg War-
burton, and London Vice-Presi-
dent Lee Hartstone,

London has become one of the
most active of all firms here in
lining up distribution deals with
other disk labels both large and
small, and in the words of Hart-
stone, "a deal such as the one
with Oriole, if it comes to pass,
would merely reflect an expansion
of this philosophy to encompass
overseas firms as well as domestic
ones,”

The American London firm is a
wholly owned subsidiary of British
Decca and for many vears released
only British product emanating
from Decca, Recently, however,
Lee Hartstone, on trips to Britain,
as acquired State-side rights to
two important British hits on other
labels, These were the Allison’s
disking of the Eurovision SONE con-
on the Philips Fontana label and
Brothers' rendition of
“Warpaint” on Pye,

Still on the foreign kick, London
as also released the hit Italian
Tony, from the catalog of Durium
disk, “24 Mila Baci" by Little
Records,

Steady Build-Up

In the States, London has been
steadily building up the number of
its exclusive distribution deals, The
Tennessee-based Hi label, for ex-
ample, has had six consecutive
hits with the Bill Black Combo,
through London distribution, while
Roy Orbison has had three straight
with a fourth moving up on Monu-
ment, also in the London set-up,
Prior to that, Billy Grammer had a
couple of Monument hits and

Kathy Linden came through for

WASHINGTON—The day-long
observance of FM Day (7) at the
National Association of Broadcast-
ers’ Convention was shaping up to
be one of the most memorable in
the history of FM broadcasting, as
of Billboard Music Week's dead-

line (5). The April decision of the | the

FCC to authorize stereo FM broad-
casting by June 1 was a fitting cli-
max to the rash of stories and spe-
cial features that have poured off
the presses recently on the coming-
of-age of this high-fidelity music
ervice in American broadeasting,
Directing and participating in the
FM Day programming for Sunday
vere three of the top men in the
adio field: Everett L. Dillard,
VASH-FM, Washington, chairman
f the FM committee of the NAB:
fred Rabell, KITT, San Diego,
“alif., retiring president of the Na.
ional Association of FM Broad-
asters, the sales promotion arm of
service, and John F.
feagher, NAB vice-president for
adio,

Every Aspect Covered

The program of talks, panel dis-
158i0n8, up-to-the-minute statistics,
lestion-and-answer  opportunities
1d helpful handout brochures pre-
ired for FM Day covered every
pect of FM and multiplexing,
ist, present and future. The pro-
am was designed to offer solid
re for pioneer FM experts; for the
wecomers to FM, multiplexing
d stereo, and to the recording
d other music interests keeping
ick of new developments in a
1d where records are king.

Dillard and Meagher were sched-
d for the lead-off talk in the
ernoon, covering “the changing

scene” in FM. The subtitle, “Time
Waits for No Man,” indicates the
gist of the tale of the lost opportu-
nities of those who failed to get in
on FM when frequencies were
available, Meagher offered some
comfort to mewcomers, in spite of
fact that a good many major
metropolitan markets are now
closed to new stations. The U. &,
Census Bureau poitns out that the
suburbs have become'so dense that
by 1980 there will be a solid popu-
lation belt from Washington to Bos-
ton.  This same filling-in of popu-
lation will take place in other areas
of the country, where the hard-
core metropolitan boundaries, some
set up nearly a century ago, are toe-
to-toe with the burgeoning suburbs,

Although the suburban listener is
becoming Increasingly cosmopoli-

ATLANTIC NIXES
STORY OF SALE

NEW YORK — Atlantic
Records denied last week that
it had made any agreement to
sell the diskery. Ahmet Erte-

gun stated that although a
number of people have been
talking to Atlantic officials
about the possibility of buying
the label, no deal has been
set and no deal is in the works,

Atlantic officials also stated
that they had no intention of
making any change in the;

Memphis distributor set-up,
A Hgﬂ'f
(May 1)

story a week ago

that the firm would
make a change in Memphis
Was erroneous,

tan, and a good target for FM's
flexible programming, even the sub.
urbs are pretty well closed out to
FM in the plush Zone 1 market
area of the Eastern seaboard, A
broadcaster is more likely to have
to buy out an established FM sta-
tion in this area, Major market
cities now closed to new FM station
growth are reported by Meagher
and Dillard as Boston, New York,
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Washing-
ton, Chicago, Detroit, San Francis-
co, Los Angeles, Pittshurgh, Cleve-
land and San Diego.

Dillard Gives Analysis

FM veteran Dillard, in a pre-
convention talk with Billboard Mu-
sic Week's reporter, indicated that
he would give the FM Day listeners
an analysis of the service, with some
speculation on the opportunities of
FM and FM stereo, many of which
are still being overlooked,

Dillard forsees more experiment
and more revenue coming from

FM's characteristically “special-
ized” programming. With the
country’s ballooning population,

there are “special” groups in every
musical area to be catered to—
from the Bach-for-breakfast Jong-
hair classicists to the foreign-lan-
guage groups and country music
fans. Dillard emphasized that there
is no law to say that any FM station
must devote its entire broadeast
programming exclusively to only
one group.,

Flexibility and segmented pro-
gramming are possibilities in EM

that will appeal to advertisers as
well as listeners. Dillard points |
out that FM, with its subsidiary |

services (background

musie, edu- : #'50 By-Herman.

NAB's FM Day Solid AHraction

cational, stereo, et al.), can take on
any number of special groups,
Whereas the AM stations are locked
into their format. "“After eight
years of AM broadcasting, the own-
er hardly dares experiment.” The
AM station is dependent on a fixed
audience, a certain familiar “com.-
mon den tttor'™. firmat.  To

(wontinued on page 167)

Morris Grabs
Added Scores

NEW YORK—E. H. Marris Mu-
sic has lined up a flock of upcom-
ing Broadway and of f-Broadway
show scores, The firm's most recent
acquisition is the score of “The
Crime of Giovanni Venturi” star-
ring Cesare Siepi, Metopera basso.

The musical, with score by Mil-
ton Schafer and Ronnie Graham,
Fms on Broadway in March,

962. Ex-record executive Phil
Rose is producing it, and Columbia
Records is providing the major
share of financing,

Other forthcoming show scores
to be published by Morris are
Gore Vidal's “King of Ashtabula,”
with words and music by the
“Wildcat” team, Carolyn Leigh
and Cy Coleman; “The All Ameri-
can,” with score By the "Bye Bye
Birdie™ team, Charles Strouse and
Lee Adams; Tad Mosel's “Madam
Aphrodite” with score by Jerry
Herman, and “Sholem™ with score

www americanradiohistorv com ¥

Label in Siaies

several on Felsted, also in the
London camp,

The firm also has an arrange-
ment for distribution of product on
Buck Ram's Antler and Flair la.
bels, and on the President and
Seville labels of Murray Sporn and
Eddie Kassner. Just this week a
deal was in process with singer-
producer Bob Crewe for distribue
tion of his new label, Topix Rec-
ords. London also is currently dis-
tributing such other labels as Tilt,
Colonial, Tri (formerly Beacon)
Spark, Shell and Gulf, Image and
Blue Ridge, a country and western
outfit,

In the past, London has been
known principally for its great
opera and classical LP catalog, not
to mention a number of hot pop
LP’s, in addition to package prod-
uct being released on 1ﬁe low-
price Telefunken and Richmond
lines. Now a strong and continuing
effort appears in the making to
keep the company swinging on the
singles front with hot product from
both domestic and foreign sources,

COL. LAUNCHE,
SPACE WAXING

NEW YORK — Columbia
Records has rushed an album
to market in honor of the
flight into space by the Ameri-
can astronaut, Navy Comman-
der Alan B. Shepard Jr., last’
Friday (5). The record is a
CBS  Production and was
taken from the actual account
of the flight as broadeast over
CBS by Robert Trout. The
album, which is due in stores
today, contains the documen-
tary by Trout as well as “The
Battle Hymn of the Republic”
by the Mormon Tabernacle
Chair,
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Dick Clark Preps Global
Version of Old TV Show

By JUNE BUNDY

NEW YORK — Dick Clark is
readying an international version of
his old Saturday night TV show,
thereby opening up a potent new
global exposure outlet for U, §.
record manufacturers.

The show, which will be put on
tape, will be carried in Canada
when the new Canadian TV net-
work is launched later this year.
It will also be syndicated in Aus-
tralin, New Zealand and possibly
in England if union problems can
be worked out.

The new program will follow
essentially the same format as
Clark’s now defunct ABC-TV B5at-
urday night variety half hour—top
disk artists lip-syncing their latest
hits in special production numbers.
However, a certain percentage of
foreign record artists will be fea-
tured on each show.

Clark said he will emsee the
taped series if it doesn't conflict
with his daytime ABC-TV show
and motion picture activities. If he
is too busy, he will package the
show and use another performer
as emsee.

Sales Vs. Popularity

Clark, who started his daily
ABC-TV “American Bandstand”
record hop show in June, 1956,
opined it is significant that the
popularity of records and record
Emwn doesn't depend on disk sales.

ven when single sales were in the
doldrums a couple of months ago,
Clark said it was possible to gen-

erate just as much excitement over | of

a disk which sold 200,000 as it
was before on a million-seller.

Clark thinks a major factor re-
nsible for the singles sales
:ﬁﬁnp is that it has been almost
ve years since kids could buy a
1295 45 record player. He
strongly believes that the develop-
ment of a cheap 33 singles plaver
—rumored as a possibility later this
year—"will be a big boost to the
gingles market,” and that a single
gpeed — 33 singles — policy will
enefit the entire industry,
However, Clark pointed out,
manufacturers will have ‘a sizable
problem in deciding which side to
push, out of four sides on a 33
compact double. In line with this,
Clark noted that the difficulty of
deciding which side is best in an
album is the reason he rarely plays
LP selectons on his show.

Clark decried the fact that too
many radio stations today are on a
“Top 40" kick (“although If I
owned a station I'd do the same
Ejm:g ") thus over-exposing current

and cutting down drastically
on their sales life, The jock noted
that today he has one l:lf the few
shows in Philadelphia which fea-
tures new releases.

Clark formerly tested new re-
leases by playing them at record
hops, but for the past year—since

his station WFIL, Philadelphia,
banned hops—he has only ap-
peared at benefits, Clark now tests
new releases (from six to eight) on
the first local half hour of his
show, before it goes network. This
portion of his program is solely
devoted to new releases, while the
network segment blends new re-
leases with current hits.

“I try to be first on and first off
(a hit),” explained Clark. The star
said he didn't want to be the first
to play a record—"I'd just as soon
have it last." He added that there
are too many records released to-
day for him to listen to all of them.
Instead, he “listens more carefully”
to what other jockeys are playing
in Philly and in other key areas
,.gm:d the country and picks up
e .
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tips on which of the new releases
have audience appeal. .

Clark said the only change in
the format of his "American Band-
stand” show is that he now does
more “specials.” Every few WEEkH.
the program spotlights “party”
themes—many carried as remotes,
“Specials” to date have included a
swimming pool “splash party,” a
“funhouse party,” a “frontier town

party,” an ice-skating party, and—
the most successful of all — a
“Roaring Twenties"” party, with
Dorothy Provine as guest, Charles-
ton records, and the teen-agers
dressed in flapper costumes. Future
parties will be built around beach,
picnic, barn dance, prom and air-
craft themes.

Clark’s new movie, “The Young
Doctors,” which he produced and
co-stars 1n with Fredric March,
will be released nationally in Octo-
ber. Meanwhile he plans to make
a film with Frank Sinatra some-
time later this year and has formed
a mew firm to “cull and develop

material” for future motion pic-
tures. Also in the discussion state
is a 13-week nighttime variety TV
show on the network for this fall.

CAPS SINGLES
CAMPAIGN PAYS
BIG DIVIDENDS

HOLLYWOOD — Capitol
Records’ full - steam - ahead
drive for a greater share of
singles business last fall, un-
der the command of Eastern
Operations Vice-President Joe
Csida, is now paying off, with
the label reporting that its
singles sales have quadrupled,
To revitalize its singles opera-
tions, Capitol revised its sales,
merchandising, promotien and
artist and repertoire activities,
bringing all facets of launch-
ing a successful single under
a unified control.

Voyle Gilmore, Capitol ex-
ecutive producer, was placed
in charge of singles artist and
repertoire, reporting to Csida,
who calls the shots on all
phases of the singles opera-
tions. The new system and
how it works will be outlined
to the Cap corps in the field
by Gilmore and Single Record
Sales Manager Jay Swint in
four cities before the firm's
branch and regional sales man-
agers,

Meetings will start here to-
day (8), will be held in St
Louis (Wednesday), Philadel-

phia (Thursday), and Atlanta
(12).

Mfrs., Distribs Burned by
Some Stations’ Disk Lists

Claim Growing Number of Dealers Ask
Some Type of Loot for Best Seller Poop

By BOB ROLONTZ

NEW YORK — There is mount-
ing complaint, grumbling and old-
fashioned exclamation going on all
over the country by distributors
and record manufacturers over ra-
dio station best-selling record lists.
The complaints fasten on the man-
ner in which some stations obtain
their information as to what rec-
ords are best sellers. According to
the complaining distributors, etc.
an increasing number of dealers are
demanding some form of payment
—usually in records—in order to
give to stations titles of these best-
selling disks.

Thss does not apply to a very
large number of dealers or even a
very large percentage of radio sta-
tions, but enough to cause distress
to both distributors and manufac-
turers. Only a few dealers asking
for freebies to tell what is selling
can result in an inaccurate station
chart.

The payment usually demanded
and often received is a box of rec-
ords or better. The payment de-

German Govi. Mulls Probe of GEMA

By OMER ANDERSON

BONN—West Germany's Parlia-
ment is weighing an investigation
the Gesellschaft fuer Musika-
lische Auffuehrungs—und mecha-

nische Vervielfaeltigungsrechte
(GEMA).

A group of deputies from Chan-
cellor Konrad Adenauer's ruling
Christian Democratic Union has re-
quested the government to supply
information over GEMA's financial
dealings with the West German
music industry, with the juke box
operators, and with foreign per-
forming rights counterpart organi-
zations,

For example, Adenauer’s dep-
uties want to know the exact nature
of the relationship between GEMA
and ASCAP, the U. S. counterpart.

GEMA thus has plunged deeper
into controversy concerning its
status vis-a-vis West German anti-
trust laws,

The Bundestag's interest in the
music royallies organization is
linked to GEMA's ill-starred mem-
bership in the Bureau International
de L'Edition Mecanique (BIEM}.
Under pressure from the federal
government, GEMA withdrew from
the BIEM. But controversy has
waxed over the precise ambitions
of BIEM in the international music
field.

There are charges that BIEM has
aspired to a European music cartel
whereby GEMA and counterpart
groups would organize the Conti-
nental music industry as a single
vast closed-shop trade.

These charges zeroed in on the
Paris-based organization's so-called
“normalvertrag” — standard con-
tract—aimed at organizing the Eu-

Bourne and Rank
Form New Pubbery

NEW YORK — Bourne Music
has formed a new publishing firm
in association with the publishing
end of the Rank Motion Picture
interests of England. The new
firm will be called Bourne-Rank
Music, and will be jointly oper-
ated by Mrs. Bonnie Bourne's firm
and Filmusic Publishing Ltd., the
Rank outfit. The new firm will
handle Filmusic's catalog here plus
all new music from Rank flicks.

ropean music industry according to
a single set of rules.

Furthermore, there were charges
that BIEM is in cahoots with the
London-based “International Fed-
eration of the Phonographic Indus-
try” (IFPI) to fix phonograph rec-
ord prices in the mutual interest of
BIEM and IFPIL.

Now the Bundestag wants to
know:

1) The precise relations between
GEMA and BIEM,

2) The relations between BIEM
and the IFPI as they involve the
German music industry,

3) Agreements between GEMA
and the German music industry,
aside from those already publicized,

4) The background to the run-
ning controversy between GEMA
and German juke box operators
over royalty fees.

On the one hand, GEMA is pic-
tured as the pguiless victim of the
music industry’s cupidity and the
juke box operators' greed; on the

Vance’s Label
Linked o Merc

CHICAGO — Paul Vance, well-
known songwriter and independent
record producer, has signed with
Mercury Record Corporation for
the manufacture and distribution

of Vance's newly formed Pioneer
label.

Vance and his associate, Lee
Pockriss, have been responsible for
such hits as “Itsy Bitsy Teenie
Weenie Yellow Polka Dot Bikini,"”
“Calcutta,” “Catch a Falling Star,
and “Jimmy's Girl.”

The deal is between Mercury
and Vance's production company,
Vanpok Recording Corporation.

Regular Schedule

Vance's team will operate out of
New York and plans to produce
regularly SchmiuT releases on
Pioneer. It will also furnish mate-
rial for Mercury and Mercury’s
new subsidiary label, Smash
Records,

Pioneer will be distributed in the
U. S. by Mercury's regular distribu-
tion set-up; overseas distribution
will be handled by Brice Sommers,
Mercury's international chief, head-
quartering in Geneva, Switzerland.
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other hand, it is belabored as grasp-
ing for dictatorial control of the
music trade.

The Bundn:staﬁ investigation
would air these charges and coun-
ter-charges,

Deputies also are interested in
probin EE deeper into the cancella-
tion of GEMA membership in the
BIEM. Questions involved here
ared

1) Did the government’s Federal
Cartel Office, the anti-trust arm,
apply undue pressure on GEMA to
withdraw from the BIEM?

2) Does the withdrawal mask
violations of German anti-trust
laws, the withdrawal being, in ef-
fect, the result of a “deal” between
GEMA and the Federal Cartel
Office?

The Germans have become
acutely price-fixing conscious. The
trust-busting zeal of Robert Ken-
nedy is getting hﬁag play in the
German press, and the electric in-
dustry price-fixing scandal in the
U. S. has rated major German press
play.,

At the moment the Germans
have a domestic scandal involving
charges of corruption in the eco-
nomics and agricultural ministries
—the so-called “Stahlmann Case.”

Bundestag sources said that if
Parliament undertakes a full-dress
probe of the music industry, it will
focus on protection of consumer
interest. West German disk pro-
duction has climbed to 56 million
a year, but there are complaints
that prices are out of line with the
general level of German prices,

The music industry has been
caught up in the general national
controversy of wage-price levels,
the same controversy  which
spawned revaluation of the German
currency and is a bitter issue in the
national election campaign..

Wide Front

Whatever the merits of its case,
GEMA finds itself waging a many-
faceted campaign, The organiza-
tion is at loggerheads with the juke
box operators, their agreement hav-
ing expired; it is negotiating amid
considerable acrimony a new agree-
ment with the diskeries, and is bat-
tling the U, S. gwemment in the
%uise of the U. S. Army’s Armed

rces Network in West Germany.

In the latter case, GEMA Hhas
been trying to collect from AFN for
German music played on the web,

mand is to the distributor—or the
manufacturer—claim the distribu-
tors, and if they don’t come through
with the tribute, their best-selling
record may never get on the station
chart. This means that the station
may not play a record that de-
Serves exposure,

In addition, claim distributors,
some dealers will give the name
of a record that is not selling at
all, because a distributor or manu-
facturer will give the dealer free
records In order to report a disk.
Thus some station charts may list
records that shouldn't be on the
chart at all,

There is another gimmick that
distributors claim some dealers also
employ. This is the practice of re-
fusing to continue to report a rec-
ord that is selling unless the dealer
continues to be paid off in free
records,

One manufacturer sharply com-
plained that unless he gave away
over 10,000 records to dealers he
couldn’t get station listing on a
legitimately selling record. He
opined that some station listings
thus were loaded with records that
weren't selling, but were getting
air exposure,

In a recent story in BMW (April
24), it was noted that a Canadian
radio station had found upon
checking that many stores werg
giving phony information about
records. This station, CKWX, state
that if dealers did not report best
sellers truthfully, it intended to
give up its station listings.

Pye to Handle
Chess for U. K.

NEW YORK — Chess Records
has wrapped up an overseas deal
with Pye Records of England. Pye
will distribute Chess, Checker and
Argo Records in both Great Britain
and South Africa. The deal is for
three years, and was set by Chess
attorneys, Orenstein and Arrow,
Unlike many foreign deals, Chess
executives will be able to call the
shots as to what records will be
issued overseas, First record to be
released by Pye is Clarence Henry's
hit, “But 1 Do.”

The Chess firm is issuing Clar-
ence Henry's first LP this month
here on the Argo label. It is
called “You Always Hurt the One
You Love,” which is the title of
the singer's mew single. The firm
will also issue mew LP's by Pro-
fessor Paradiddle, the Johnny
Hamlin combo and the King Flems
ing group. Argo will also release
a special jazz sampler to sell for
$1.98 with Ahmad Jamal, Ramsey
Lewis gnd other Argo stars. Benny
Golson’s new LP and another with
Lorez Alexandria will be issued by
the label May 15.

WB Picks Up Republic
National Distribution

HOLLYWOOD — Warner Bros.
Records is taking over exclusive
national distribution of Gene Au-
try's Republic label. Republic pre-
viously had been distributed by the
Challenge label. WB last month
took over national distribution for
Challenge.

as well as to collect on U. S. musie
under its agreement with ASCAP.

On the side, GEMA is battling
West German schools, demanding
royalties from the schools in the
case of any musical performances
which are attended by a paying au-

(Continued on page 182)
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FAST SURGE FORWARD

Ariola Disk Sales 4th

By REN GREVATT

NEW YORK — The German
book publishing firm of the
House of Bertelsman, now cele-
brating its 125th Anniversary in
the field of the printed word,
has only been in the disk busi-
ness (through its Ariola disk sub-
sidiary) for two and a half years,
but already it rates fourth in

total disk sales in West Ger-
many, according to Herr Lutz
Wellnitz, gencral manager of the
record division, The firm also
operates Germany’s largest rec-
ord club and counts this as a
key part of its disk business.

The Ariola (Bertelsman) club
has some unique aspects when
it comes to comparing its modus
operandi with that of American
clubs. For one thing, 80 per
cent of club solicitations are
done through door-to-door sell-
ing. For another, all club busi-
ness is  transacted  directly
through dealers,

Bertelsman has well over one
million members in its book club
and the success of this opera-
tion prompted a move into the
disk club field four and half
years ago, It was discovered that
to operate a disk club success-
fully, it was also necessary to
have a record company in order
to build new artists and this end
of the business was started two
and a half years ago. The club

FM BROADCAST

Alan Lomax Jr.
Interprets RGR

NEW YORK—Alan Lomax Ir,
gave one of the most intelligent
appraisals of the meaning and im-
portance of rock and roll music to
the youngsters of both the United
States and the world on a local

FM show last week. The show wass|

one of a series of programs broad-
cast each week over FM station
WRVR in New York, called “Com-
ing of Age.” The show last week
was titled “The Rocking Rebels.”

Lomax was called upon as an
authority on American music to ex-
plain what teens liked about rock
and roll music—and in a sense,
why 50 many adults did not like it.
Lomax started his talk with a per-
ceptive explanation of “outlaw”
music, the music of the Negro, and
how blues and work songs and
even carly jazz was looked down
upon, although secretly enjoyed.
He went into the minstrel shows
and into early vaudeville days in
explaining how this outlaw music
spread, and how it was picked up

white entertainers and musi-
cians. And then he told of the
Prmwh of rhythm and blues and
, its break-through into the broad
pop arca, until today the kids look
on entertainers and music without
racial bias.

Unlike some members of the cur-
rent record business, including
both record company executives
and rock and roll songwriters
who tend to apologize for rock
and roll, Lomax’s answers to ques-
tions were both articulate and
completely undefensive, concern-
ing both rock and roll music per-
formers. He explained how Presley
learned to sing by listening to
Negro artists, and he said it with
feeling. Anyone who happened to
hear Lomax's comments could not
help but realize how the best rock
and roll grew from genuine Ameri-
can folk music, and how deeply
imbedded are its roots. It was a
worthy effort, and Lomax deserves
commendation for it.

Bob Rolontz,

now numbers 400,000 members
in West Germanv, Austria and
Switzerland,

House-to-House

New members are obtained
directly from record dealers and
book dealers. In most cases, the
members are sold through the
house-to-house approach. The
members are serviced exclusively
through the dealers who place
the orders for the members, re-
ceive disks from the manufac-
turing plant and ship them out
to the members from their stores.
Dealers take one-third of the
selling price of the disk and
pass the other two-thirds back
to the manufacturer.

Wellnitz said that many of the
Enspccls approached for mem-

rship do not own a phono-
graph. Salesman can take care of
this too, by selling the customer
his new phono. The buyer has
his choice of any model in the
extensive Philips (Dutch) line of
equipment,

Product offered through the
club consists for the most part
of 10-inch LP's and EP’s, The
firm now offers recordings not
only from its own extensive cata-
log, but also selected material
from Deutsche Grammophon,
the Philips: (Dutch) Fontana
catalog, the Barclay catalog of
France and material made avail-
able through the current ar-
rangement with Top Rank Inter-
national in America,

Low-Price Line

In addition to the primary
(Continued on page 170)
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Rose in AGAC

. _ Exit Over Fees
Biggest in W. Germany

NEW YORK — Billy Rose, one
of the founders of the American
Guild of Authors and Composers
(then called the Songwriters Pro-
tective Association) has resigned
from the organization due to the
decision to make all members pay
5 per cent to have their rovalties
collected from publishers by AGAC
In addition, a flock of well-known
writers, including Irving Caesar
and Jack Yellen, have refused to
okay the 5 per cenl bite. There
is a meeting scheduled Tuesday
(9) by the recalcitrants concerning
the situation,

Due to the bitter opposition of
a large number of key writers to
the compulsory 5 per cent provi-
sion, AGAC itself has set back the
date for the provision to go into
effect for all writers, from May 1
to June 1.

The 5 per cent collection fee
was originally set up to collect
royalties from publishers for writ-
ers who wanted it. Total take was
limited to 5 per cent of the first
$20,000 of earnings. AGAC sent
its accountants to publishers’ of-
fices to see if all payments were
made if the writer asked it. How-

‘ever, the cost of sending account-

ants in, etc., ran much higher than
expected. Jl'hllﬁp the decision to
tax all members the § per cent fee
as a compulsory regulation. This
has been slightly softened due to
AGAC's agreeing that if a wriler
does not want AGAC to contact his
publishers, they will not, but the
fee must still be paid.

The recalcitrant writers are agree-
able to AGAC getting a fee for
collecting royalties due them, as
long as AGAC receives the fee only
for collecting money from specific
publishers the writers designate.

CMA Board Meets at Miami in May;
Analyze C.&W. Status Around World

NEW YORK — The Country
Music Association holds its second
quarterly board meeting in Miami
May 18 and 19 at the Hotel Deau-
ville, following a country music
spectacular set for Miami's Dinner
Key Auditorium May 17. The
board will analyze many facels of
the status of country music, its
progress in the United States and
abroad, and methods of promoting
it. In line with the latter, there
will be a discussion of John Sip-
ple’s survey of American and Can-
adian stations’ use of country mu-
Bic,

Another matter likely to be dis-
cussed is the possibility of CMA

SEC Suspension
Blocks Roulette’s
Offering of Stock

WASHINGTON—Roulette Rec-
ords’ stock offering has been
permanently suspended by the Se-
curities & Exchange Commission.
The record firm was to have an-
swered charges by the SEC that a
proposed offering of 100,000 shares
of common stock, at $3 per share,
under “regulation A" exemption,
did not make proper disclosure of
all the facts, including a pavola
complaint pending against Roulette
at the Federal Trade Commission.
The record firm decided to with-
draw the offer, and the hearing was
called off.

The SEC says the record firm’s
action does not constitute admission
that the SEC charges were true.
SEC had also said the Roulette of-
fering circular failed to disclose
some of the facts about its business,
and presented a faulty financial
statement (Billboard Music Week,
March 13).

sponsoring a program of country
musi¢ education in schools.

Talent for the country music
spectacular is all set and includes
Ferlin Husky, Don Gibson, Billy
Grammer; Cluade Gray, Wilma Lee
and Stoney Cooper, Wilburn Broth-
ers, Porter Wagoner Trio, Jan How-
ard, June Carter, Grandpa Jones,
Pee Wee King, Marlene Garner,
Margie Bowes, Chick Stripling,
George Hamilton 1V, the Clinch
Mountain Boys.

CMA has just published its new
brochure, “CMA—behind the Rec-
ord of the Country Music Associa-
tion.” Neatly produced in color,
this brochure details the aims
and accomplishments of the CMA
in addition to listing members.

Decca Announces
Country LP Deal

Through June 2

NEW YORK — Decca Records
has announced a special “7-11"
country and western album offer
for dealers. Under the plan, which
extends from May B to June 2,
dealers get one free LP for every
seven purchased and (wo free for
every 11 purchased,

The plan applies to a set of eight
new LP's by Jimmy Skinner, Er-
nest Tubb, Bill Monroe, Kitty
Wells, Red Foley, the Wilburn
Brothers, Webb Pierce, Goldie Hill
and two seis each featuring vari-
ous artists, in addition to the en-
tire extensive Decca country cata-
log. Two new EP's are also in-
cluded.
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New York

John Flittie, teacher and educational rep for many music
firms, has joined the Big Three as West Coast educational repre-
sentative. He will work under Ed McCauley, head of the Big
Three educational department, along with Alan Langenus, on the
Fast Coast, and Floyd Davis in the Midwest. , . . Spoken Aris
Records hus recorded the one-act play, “The Zoo Story,” and
will release the disk soon. , . . Leroy Holmes has purchased a
master from Wes Productions called “Run, Run, Run,” with
chanier Ronny Douvglas. . . . Tom Rainone produced the show
at the United Food Board of Trade's annual dinner dance
in New York last week. Stars were Linda Hopkins, the Raphael
Dancers, DDe Mattiazzi’s Puppets and the Harry Lefcourt ork.
Al Perry booked the show. . . . Charles Columbus is the new host
at the Rendez-Vous Room of the Plaza Hotel, New York. . . .
The Newtone label will soon issue waxings of Macedonian folk
songs. Evan Georgeoff, of the label, is now in Yugoslavia pur-
chasing masters.

Ralph Berson, of Pickwick Sales, has hired Bernie Sparago
as Southern district sales manager. . . . Teddy McCrae has signed
the Revlons to the Raecox label. He also purchased a master by
Bob Armold, “The Astronauts,” and signed Arnold to a pact with
Enrica Records, as well as two groups, the Butanes and ihe
Serenadetts. . . . Morrls Diamond, Hanover-Signature sales chief,
cut the waxing of “Barbara Ann"” by the Regents, with Lou
Cicchetti, of Cousin’s Record Shop, in the Bronx. Disk is gel-
ting action on the Gee label. . . . Ideal Distributors, New York,
is handling the Vesuvius label. . . . First recording of Louls
Armstrong and Duke Ellington together, according to jazz au-
thority Leonard Feather, was on RCA Victor in 1944, . ., .
Monte Bruce is the consultant on sales and promotion for Nep-
tune Records. . . . Cleffer Frank Perkins is set to write the musie
for the new movie, “The Couch.” . . . Heinz Roemheld has been
named to compose the music for another new flick, “Lad: a
Dog.” Bob Roloniz.

Hollywood

Liberty's initial compact 33 release features singles by
Johnny Burnette (“It's a Big, Big World" b-w “Ballad of One-
Eyed Jacks”™) and Bobby Vee (“How Many Years” b-w
“Bashful Bob™). . . . Impact Records President Anthony Hilder
named Dean Zook to head the label's Midwest Radio-TV
promotion, operating out of his Denver base. His first efforts
are concentrated on the Revels’ single, ("Rampage” b-w "De-
toured, Theme From ‘The Exiles’”).... Special 20 per cent
discount programs are backing up two Liberty LP releases:
Gene McDaniels® “100 Pounds of Clay,” and its original sound
track of Marlon Brando’s “One-Eyed Jacks" film. Discounts
are available on each for minimum orders of five LP's (stereo
or monaural) plus 20 off on reorders. Program remains in
effect through July 10.... At the same label, International
Sales Director Dick Annotico is on a four-week sales swing
through Latin America,

Nat King Cole’s new single, “Goodnight, Little Leaguer,”
received its premiere performance here last week at the Coli-
seum before 30,000 fans attending the Lon Angeles Dodgers-
S8an Francisco Giants game, Single goes into national release.
« « « Petersen Publishing Company, publisher of Teen magazine,
among others, is invading the disk business with its own label,
Teen Records. New label debuts with a single featuring song-
stress Pat Molttlerl, with others in its roster including Tommy
Cole, the Addrisi Brothers and Splder Webb. Allied is handling
national distribation,

Frank Sinatra’s Reprise Records has added four artisis to
its line-up, including jazz pianist Calvin Jackson, Al Hibbler, a
new vocal group called the Jubilee Four and pop singer Akl
Aleong. Jackson is recording his first LP for the label, Hibbler
i making a single and an album in New York, the Jubilee's
first LP, now being recorded, is scheduled for release sometime
this month, with an Aleong LP soon to go into production.

Record Producers Corporation’s Joe Leahy has added
Kathy Linden to the label's talent stable. RPC initial relecase,
spotlighting TV and film names, debuted with albums featuring
Dick Powell and Walter Brennan. Other pic names on tape in-
clude Jack Lemmon, Jane Wyatt and Robert Taylor. . . . Desi
Amaz has mncluderi an agreement with Lou Levy whereby the
Levy Music companies will serve as publishing reps for Desilu's
two firms with Levy's Leefmusic handling Desilu's Addax
(ASCAP) firm, and DMC will represent Arnaz's Bruin (BMI)
catalog. Lee Zhito,

Nashville

Rosemary Clooney is due here Monday (8) for RCA Vicior
recording dates, RCA Viclor's Ann Margret also due in Monday
(8) for her first Mashville sessions, . . . Don Gibson completed
an album for RCA Victor Tuesday (2). Jazz guitarist Johnny
Smith came in from Colorado Springs, Colo., to play the Gibson
sessions. . . . Trumpet stylist Al Hirt was at the RCA Victor
Studio for sessions for the label Saturday (30), with Chet Atking
and Steve Sholes co-directing. . . . Capitol’s Robin Clark recorded
her second session for the label here Thursday (4). . . . Cile
Turner and Joe Tanner were at the local RCA Victor Studio
recently for sessions for Colonial Records. . . . Saxaphonist
Boots Randolph etched his first session for Monument Records
al the RCA Victor Studio here Monday (1).

Songwriter Harlan Howard recorded sessions for Eam

at the Bradley Studio Wednesday and Thursday (3-4). ...

Law directed Columbia sessions by Jim amd Jessie Friday (5) at

the Bradley Studio. , . . Chuck Taylor was at Bradley's last week

for sessions for Vee Jay Records, directed by Calvin Carter.
(Continued on page 1d)
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T
NIGHT CLUB REVIEW

Gate of Horn Alive and Kicking

Folk singing, long restricted to the concert stage, coffee-
houses and smoky bistros, has found a home at the plush new
Ciate of Horn on upper Rush Street. The April 25 opener drew

an audience made up of a good

ly number of pros, time-stomping

and hand-clapping to the Irish melodies of the Clancy Brothers

with Tommy
Shoashanna Damari,

Makem and the Hebrew songs of Israeli singer

~ The Clancy Brothers with Maken were their robust and
vigorous selves as they ranged from a boisterous sea chanty to

wistful balladeering. Particularl

moving was Tommy Maken's

a cappella interpretation of a shoemaker singing as he worked.

Highlights of the act was the

group's version of “God Bless

England” for which their clever carving of Britain's sacred
cows received a standing ovation, and “Tim Finnegan's Wake,"
preceeded by a prose passage from James Joyce's novel, "FW."

Shoshanna Damari took the stage to change the mood with
her collection of Yemenite and international songs. This lovely
young songstress is emotional and moving—a combination of
fiery intensity and delicate earthiness. In additon to Hebrew

songs, she came through

with a French chanteuse rendition of

“Where Art Thou, My Beloved" and a zesty Mexican folksong,
“Don’t Be Afraid.” She was ably backed by accordionist Amatai
Neeman, guitarist Frank Hamilton, and Ray Haleem on the

durbake,

Gloria Manlong.

* * K

CONCERT REVIEW

Limeliters Smooth and Prolific

Take an appealing tenor voice—plus a capable baritons
and bass, throw in two guitars, a banjo and bass, add a smooth
mixture of well-paced folk standards and comedy numbers and
ou've got a fine performance by the Limeliters at Chicago’s

rchestra Hall.

Playing to an appreciative, near-capacity audience on their
first visit to the Windy City since a fall tour with Mort Sahl,
the trio dished out a healthy serving of some 27 numberi—
liberally sparked by the comic ad libs of Lou Gottlieb, who,

incidentally, plays the bass,

Although the comedy numbers, including a hilarious take-
off on Vikki Duggan's “blackless” charms, got the big laughs,
the boys were &t their best by far when thev stuck to the

folk standards.

With the rhythmie “There's a Meeting Here Tonight” set-
ting the tone for the evening, the trio went through most of

the hits in their repertoire, drawing bigge

st hands for “Molly

Malone,” “Zhonkoye,” “Rumania, Rumania” and “When 1 First

Came to This Land.”

On the comedy side, “Charlie, the Midnight Marauder,” a

tragedy of suburbia, and

“Have Some Madeira, My Dear” were

special favorites, as was the trio’s current Ré.h Victor single,
“A Dollar Down"—a realistic spoof of credit extension.

Glenn Yarbrou
li

's soulful tenor provided the vocal high-
ghts with his renditions of “Molly Malone"” and “The Lass

from the Low Country,” a haunting refrain from the John Jacob
Nile collection, backed by Alex Hassilev on the guitar.

Steve Trainman.

Si Rady Begins
Project Issues

HOLLYWOOD—Si Rady, pres-
{dent of Bing Crosby’'s Project Rec-
rds, will start distributing disks
or the first time under the Pro-
ect label, and will kick off the
ew policy with the Justin Wilson
domedy LP he acquired from Em-
ber Records. The Wilson album’s
ales were concentrated in the
exas and Della States,

Although not confirmed by Rady,
BMW learned from other sources
that he paid 535,000 for the Wil-
son master and the comic’s con-
tract. The deal was concluded be-
tween Project’s Rady and Joe di
Stefano and Willie Serpas, prin-
cipals in Sonoa Music Company
iEmh-:r Records), Baton Rouge,

A,

Rady is currently setting up dis-
tribution for Project, a firm which
heretofore produced records for re-
lease under other labels. Since its
formation almost two years ago,
Project’s product, recorded by
Rady, has appeared under the ban-
ners of RCA Victor, MGM, At-
lantic, and Warner Bros., with its
LP's issued by both the Columbia
and RCA Victor record clubs. The
fact that Project will now go into
regular distribution under its own
label will not interfere with the
firm's continuing to supply product
for release by other record com-
panies. Now that Wilson’s contract
has changed hands, Rady is plan-
ning future recordings by the Cajun
comic,

WB Breaking With
Promo on Greeley

HOLLYWOQOD — Warner Bros.
is launching a George Greeley pro-
motion during May under the “It's
Greeley Time"” slogan, and is back-
ing up the drive with a two-week
nationwide tour by the pianist,
Greeley will go East, visiting disk
jockeys, WB giltrihutnm, and deal-

ers in Minneapolis, Chicago, De-

troit, New York, Boston, Baltimore,
Washington; Charlotte, N. C.; At-
lanta, Cleveland, Philadelphia, and
will similarly cover the San Fran-
cisco and Los Angeles markets,

WB's pianist has been one of
the label's most consistent sellers
with his LP’s,

Warners is launching a major
merchandising program to tie in
with its Greeley month promotion.
The label is supplying distributors
with Greeley stand-up floor display
browser boxes heralding the “It's
Greeley Time"” slogan, dimensional
window displays featuring all his
albums, special order forms, slap-
on wall decorations shaped in the
form of climbing hands bearing
the artist's name. In addition, the
label will furnish dealers with co-
op ads, and a special Greeley sam-
pler LP to push the pianist’s cata-
log items.

'MEN WHO READ
BUSINESSPAPERS
MEAN BUSINESS

TALENT TOPRPICS

NEW YORK

Brook Beaton is starring at the
Lotus Club, Washington, He is also
set for his own show at the Uptown
Theater, Philadelphia, starting May
26. . . . Bobbi Martin opens at the
500 Club in Atlantic City May 23,
. « » Ierry Snyder is recuperaling
from surgery at his home in New
York. . . . Arthur Ferrante's father
(of Ferrante and Teicher) passed
away last week., , . . Della Reese
opened in Las Vegas last week after
a stint in Honolulu, , . , The Mod-
ern Jazz Quartet will continue on to
Australia and New Zealand after
the group finishes its tour of Japan
May 15. . . . Dick G ry will
play a two-night stand in Chicago’s
Civic Auditorium May 12-13, ., .,
Jimmie Rodpgers opens at the Drake
Hotel, Chicago, May 12,

Oscar Brand will give two
folk concerts at New York
Town Hall May 27, ... Fred-
die Cannon is recuperating at
home in Revere, Mass, . . .
Cladio Villa flew in from lialy
to stae in the second New York
Festival of Italian Songs
staged at New York's Carnegie
Hall by Eberto Landi Sunday
(7. . . . Bob Grossman will
play his folk songs at the
Laughing Buddha Room in St,
Louis starting May 15. ...
Adam Wade opens at the
Roundtable, New York, May
22, « + . The Gaylords open
May 17 at the Saddle & Sir-
loin, Tucson, Ariz. . . . Erroll
Garner’s first summer tfent
date is at the Westbury
Conn.) Music Fair July 3, ...

ter Sims Is back from his
recent vacation and rarin’ to
go. Sims was professional
manager for Bourne for many
years,

Bob Rolontz.

HOLLYWOOD

Mercury's Johnny Preston has |

been set for his first tour of Japan
and the Orient, after he winds up
his present 10-day concert swing
around the Philippines. He will ap-
pear in Tokyo, Osaka, Kyota and

Hong Kong. . . . Duane Eddy will |

go on a one-week personal appear-

ance tour to plug Metro’s “Ring of
Fire” in which he performs the title
tune. Jamie is issuing Eddy’s re-
cording of the “Fire"” song timed
with the release of the film. Guitar-
1st 15 now on the MGM lot where
he's being filmed in the studio’s
“A Thunder of Drums” movie.

Liberty's Bobby Vee has
been set for two additional
weeks of persomals following
his present tour of Ausiralia,
He will return from down un-
der Thursday (4), to start his
new ftour the following day,
appearing in Mount Vernon
and Euvgene (Oregon), Far-
rington, Alhuquerque and Ros-
well (N. M.),

Seymour Heller, of the Gabbe,
Lutz, Heller & Loeb personal man-
agement firm, was named exclusive
rep by Malson Lines for their
“Star’'s Hawaiian Holiday™ tours.
He will set names to head nine Mat-
son Tours scheduled for fall. Rec-
ord personalities lined up so far
include the Crosby Brothers, Sheila
'and Gordon MacRae, Margaret

| Gogi Grant, the Modernaires, Jim-
. mie Rodgers and Jack Smith,
Lee Zhito.

'ST. LOUIS

Sam Cooke will be featured at a
show and dance May 13 at Kiel
Auditorium, The program also
will include Hank Ballard and the
Midniters, Ted Taylor, Clyde Mc-
Phatter, Aretha Franklin, the Olym-
pies and the Hank Moore orchestra.

Three actresses have been
signed as leading ladies for
productions of the summer
Municipal Opera in Forest
Park. They are Anne Jeffreys,
Allyn Ann McLerie and Jill
Corey. . . » Miss Jeffreys will
have the role of Frenchy, the
saloon proprietress, in “Destry
Rides Again.” Miss Corey, in
her first St. Louis appearance,
will play Teddy Sterm, the
young Brooklyn secrefary, in
“Wish You Were Here.” Miss
McLerie also will make her
Forest Park debut in the role
of Katie Brown in “Calamity

Jane,” adapted from the 1953

Whiting, Mel Torme, the Hi»Ln‘s,'

movie musical, which will
open the season at the Munici-
pal Opera June 12 for a two-
week run. John Hicks,

PHILADELPHIA

Norma Mendoza goes to New
York to cut her second album for
Fireside Records. . . . Elmer Snow-
den’s next session for the Riverside
label will include Roy Eldridge, Jo
Jones, Ray and Tommy Bryant.
. « » Johnny Francis is opening a
Dixieland house in suburban Buck-
ingham, Pa., calling it the Gaslight.
. + « Arthur Thompson sets up an-
other indie label for our town in
opening up shop for his Gig Re-
cording Company, along with a
companion, Lemor Music Com-
pany, for the publishing. . . . The
Encores add a musical feature for
the first time to the new Franklin
Motor Inn., Maurie H, Orodenker.

CHICAGO

Bill “Jose Jiminez” Dana. Dee-
jay Dan Sorkin, and Patty Clark,
vocalist, open at Mister Kelly's to-
night (8) for three weeks. Dana
first hit pay dirt as a writer for
comic Don Adams and later, for
Steve Allen, on whose show he
appeared soon after as a per-
former. He now heads his own
production company which is cur-
rently writing a revue for the
Happy Medium club here. Sorkin,
who'll be on stage with Dana as
“Jose's" interpreter, is making his
night club debut. Before his high
tide of popularity with Chi radio

| audiences, his career included “pink

slips” from wvarious stations for
jokes during news broadcasts and
such fillips as suggesting to all
motorists on the Outer Drive that

they jam on their brakes in unison,
His indulgent employer, Station
WCFL, 1s currently rtunning a
requiem-draped contest: “"Will Suc-
cess Spoil Dan Sorkin?”

The Playboy Club bows its
new show May 19, with the
Randy Sparks Three, folk
singers, heading the bill. With
them will be Ben and Adam—
the Dudaim, TIsraeli singers;
the Three Heart Breakers, pop

(Continued on page 173)
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Around the Horn

Buddy Durham, Lee Moore, Jim-
my Martin, Lois Johnson and Kirk
Hansard, of WWVA's “World's
Original Jamboree,” Wheeling, W.
Va., kicked off a two-week tour of
the Canadian Maritime Provinces al
Fredricton, N, B.,, May 1. . .. Hal
Smith and Jimmy Key, of Curtis
Artists Productions, Goodl