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LONDON—Their album has cata-
pulted them to the forefront of British
guitar pop, and its title, “Expecting To
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A&M’s Bluetones HMV’s 75th Year Marked
y Celebration, Expansion

Retailer Anticipating Global Growth

W BY JEFF CLARK-MEADS

LONDON—HMYV is aiming to use its

75th anniversary to put something

back into music and the community.
The 330-store international chain

A

will celebrate its
birthday in 1996
with events that will
showease new tal-

Fly,” says everything about the confl-
dence of young, north London four-

piece the Bluetones.

ent in the U.S. and
U K. and raise mon-
ey for the homeless.

COMING THIS JUNE -
THE GIPSY KINGS
PBS-TV SPECIAL

INCLUDES THE

AIsTORICALREUNION

WITH

captured during this major
PR unpluggzd ™ event!

T .

Mimed by: Jrinbo faston

Aty

1996 HuhGram Recoris, lnc.

It’s still only nine months since the
(Continued on page 117)

Upgraded Charts:
Heatseekers, AC

Effective with this issue, Bill-
board expands its Heatseekers Al-
bum chart, which is devoted to new

T

| HEATSEEKERS

— -

T |

n 1 TOP 40 II AIRPLAY i

| « We Listen To Radio * "
] S =

and developing artists. The maga-
zine also augments its chart pack-
age with two new lists to re-

(Continued on page 109)
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THE BILLBOARD SPOTLIGHT

SEE PAGE 47

The group is also

taking an aggressive, expansionist
view of a future free from parent com-
pany Thorn EMI.

HMYV began music retailing on Lon-
don’s Oxford Street in 1921. Its store
there is still in operation but now
shares the street with HMV’s 10-year-
old flagship operation, HMV Oxford
Circus, the largest record store in the

world, according to the Guinness Book
of Records.

Now, with 329 stores and one of the
world’s most recognizable logos,
HMV is addressing expansion in its
power base of the UK., in the U.S’s
restructured retail
sector, in Germany
and the rest of Eu-
rope, and in the
tiger economies of
Southeast Asia.

As for the anni-
versary, CEO Stuart
MeAllister says there will be a year of
activities; these have already included a
celebratory concert by José Carreras
at London’s Royal College of Music, to
be repeated in New York May 21, and a
special performance of Pete Town-
shend’s “Tommy” in London.

HMYV has also purchased two Les

(Continued on page 116)

MCALLISTER

B BY J.R. REYNOLDS

LOS ANGELES—After a nearly 10-
year hiatus from record-
ing, Lionel Richie returns
to a music marketplace
that has changed dramat-
ically. Hip-hop has re-
placed dance music as
pop’s primary creative in-
fluence, a string of flash-
in-the-pan artists has
come and gone, and near-
ly every major-label ex-
ecutive has changed seats
at least once.

On the personal side, Richie’s life
has been trying: He lost his father,
his best friend died from AIDS, and

L

Mercury Set Marks Return Of
Classic Lionel Richie Sound

RICHIE

he divorced his wife.

Despite the changes around him,
Richie continues to follow his own
path on “Louder Than
Words.” Mercury, his
new label, is hopeful that
consumers will rediscov-
er the artist when the al-
bum is released domesti-
cally April 16 and in
Europe April 9.

“There’s an old saying
that says, ‘If it ain’t
broke, don't fix it,’ ” says
Richie, who still resides
in Los Angeles and is
managed by L.A -based Freddy De-
Mann Entertainment.

(Continued on page 115)

IN MUSIC NEWS

ot

Posies In Transcendent Form
On New DGC/Geffen Album

SEE PAGE 14

MARCH 16, 1996

Guy Gets ‘LiveY’
On Silvertone

B BY CHRIS MORRIS

LOS ANGELES—Buddy Guy,
generally acknowledged as the
consummate live blues performer,

GUY

will put his incomparable talents on

display with the April 16 release of

the Silvertone concert set “Live!
(Continued on page 107)

‘VH1 Honors’ To
Benefit Witness

B BY BRETT ATWOOD

LOS ANGELES—VHI is preparing
the 1996 “VH1 Hon-
ors,” a high-profile,
star-studded con-
cert that will pay
tribute to the global
human-rights orga-

nization Witness.
Peter Gabriel,
Michael Stipe,
Bryan Adams, Don
Henley, Natalie
Merchant, Rod
Stewart, Ustad Nusrat Fateh Ali Khan,
(Continued on page 106)
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German Showcase '96:
Echo Awards Roundup

SEE PAGE 69
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Christian Labels Pop Up Around Country

* THE BILLBOARD 200 ° ° °
«seoumers - ams wonssere o | Companies Emerge In Growing Market For Genre
BLUES 39| W BY DEBORAH EVANS PRICE four gargantuan organizations” of the  months,” says Gary Randall. president/vice
L =ECEIER Hea D KENA AN STNEUEGAERD (ST genre’s major players. chairman of Pamplin Communications, which
CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN - NASHVILLE—In recent years, the country “Chgnging 'the' directi.on of that kind of an includes Pamplip Music, Pamplin Entertz}gn-
% TAKE ME TO YOUR LEADER * NEWSBOYS * STARSONG music industry has grown from just a handful  organization is like trying to turn a battle- ment, and Christian Supply Centers. “It
T of labels located along Nashville’s Music Row  ship,” Dickerson says. “It creates an oppor- would be great if we did, but we don’t have to.
COUNTRY as to more than 20 players. If the number of en-  tunity for those of us that are out thereinthe This is a well-thought-
(O] & THE WOMAN IN ME » SHANIA TWAIN * MERCURY NASHVILLE trepreneurs entering the market is any indi-  dingy or rowboat to respond to what’s going WN through decision and a
P cation, the Christian industry could be on a  on in the marketplace and fill the vacuum o long-term commitment.
* STAND! * V.LP. MUSIC f OTSSIZEL S C . parallel growth course. they [create] as they become bigger and their __' We believe in the Christ-
A P MUSIC & ARTS SEMINAR MASS CHOIR * verTY The newest entrants on the burgeoning  concerns and corporate culture change.” ian industry.”
L HEATSEEKERS ‘ Christian scene are Portland, Ore.-based Pamplin entered the Christian market-
B % THE PROCESS * SKINNY PUPFY * AMERICAN / REPRISE 26 Pamplin Music, Chicago’s Questar/Mission CORPORATE SPINOFF place in 1993, when it puchased seven Chris-
Records, and Nashville’s Absolute Records. Another company looking to explore the tian book and music stores. The company
u THE BILLBOARD LATIN 50 |41 Each is entering the on-the-rise Christian  opportunities available for independent la- now has 13 stores; last year it formed Pam-
M * DREAMING OF YOU * SELENA * EMILATIN market, which has been  bels in the marketplace is Pamplin Music. A plin Entertainment, which has released two
S gaining momentum as  newly formed offshoot of Pamplin Entertain- children’s projects—the “Bibleman”
N LICENSEDPTSELC.I;ETA’S\T';&?)YS B I 82 @M major acts have been  ment, the label is owned by Dr. Robert B. videos/cassettes/activity books and “The
| IVARMIIOIN racking up impressive  Pamplin Jr,, president of the family-owned  Singing Place” series featuring such celebri-
R&B {Yele) so | sales numbers and main-  R.B. Pamplin Corp., which operates textile ty guests as Debby Boone.
% ALLEYEZ ON ME * 2PAC * DEATH ROW / INTERSCOPE 31 stream labels have been  mills in the Southeast and construction mate- Two titles in each series have been re-
taking artists into the rials companies in the Pacific Northwest. leased, and plans call for 13 episodes. The
REGGAE 39 general marketplace. One of the largest privately held corpora- projects were released through Sparrow par-
% BOOMBASTIC * SHAGGY * VIRGIN Though the three new labels are in differ-  tions in the Northwest, Pamplin Corp. claims ent company EMI’s Chordant Distribution.
WORLD MUSIC T ent cities and are pursuing unique artistic di-  fiscal 1995 sales of $835 million. Randall says the company is also negotiat-
% LORE » CLANNAD * ATLANTIC 39 recti(_)ns, they share the common g_oal_ of “We don’t have to turn the corner in 18 (Continued on page 115)
growing the marketplace through finding
o THE HOT 100 * - their own successful ni_che._ _
% ONE SWEET DAY * MARIAH CAREY & BOYZ Il MEN * COLUMBIA Absolute is the brainchild of Dez Dicker- = =
son, who began assembling the label in 1994 w Of L ff At w v L]
ADULT CONTEMPORARY 100, and debuted it March 1 with the release of ave ayo s arner ISIO“ 5
% ONE SWEET DAY * MARIAH CAREY & BOYZ Il MEN * COLUMBIA Paul Q-Pek's “Touch The Ground.” .
A resident of Nashville since 1990, Dicker- N Y k Off c I d B CI d
* ONE SWEET DAY -ln\nz:;'AlLTcIRo; sﬁs?)vz i MEN - cownan 100 Sonspent five years with Prince as a member ew 0 r I ce 0 u e ose
of his band the Revolution. He followed that
COUNTRY with a stint as a solo artist. After he became a B BY EILEEN FITZPATRICK that most of the product and marketing man-
* THE BEACHES OF CHEYENNE 36|  Christian in 1980, Dickerson got involved in agers were given 90-day termination notices.
GARTH BROOKS * CAPITOL NASHVILLE A .. . = ) 7 . . D
DANCE / CLUB PLAY _ the Nashville Christian The shift of WarnerVision Entertain- It sounds like everyone is out of there,
A Ty 33 music scene through in- ment’s operations to Warner Home Video  says one source. “From what I can tell,
N-JOI FEAT. MARK FRANKLIN AND NIGEL CHAMPION * LOGIC troductions made by his began March 1, with its new boss delivering  they’re closing shop.”
DANCE | MAXI-SINGLES SALES booking agent. a wave (3f layoff notices at the label’'s New One executive expected.to 1~ema§n,
* WOO-HAHI! GOT YOU ALL IN CHECK 33 He later served as VP York offices. sources indicate, is WarnerVision VP Brian
BUSTA RHYMES * FLPMODE / ELEKTRA of A&R for four years at Acting WarnerVision CEO Fred Anton  Moreno, who is based in Los Angeles.
LATIN 40 Star Song Communica- says that less than 50% of the supplier’s 60~ The job terminations are the latest devel-
* AMOR * CHRISTIAN * MELODY tions, prior to leaving to to 75-member staff received pink slips that  opment in WarnerVision’s slow fade from
REE start Absolute. announced either a 60- or 90-day notice and  being one of the industry’s most aggressive
% DOWN LOW [NOBODY HAS TO KNOW) 28 Dickerson and his wife a six-week severance package. _ suppliers of children’s and exercise product.
R. KELLY FEATURING RONALD ISLEY * JivE are sole owners of the company, the product Remaining staffers were given financial The change began to unfold in January,
RAP of which will be distributed by Newport incentives to remain on board, although  when founder/CEO Stuart Hersch left the
* WOO-HAHII GOT YOU ALL IN CHECK 30 Beach, Calif.-based Diamante Music Group. they were not given any guarantee astohow  company after failing to secure financing to
BUSTATRKYMES g tLEMODEEERTRA The two companies are gearing up for a push long their jobs would last. buy out WarnerVision. He later attempted
ROCK / ALBUM ROCK TRACKS 10 behind Q-Pek’s album. “What we’ve done is pared down the com-  to acquire financial backing from Hong
& SIS ME?,'\EJ:?CQL(E“,/\QT.O:,JTEER:V el = Other product scheduled for release this pany to what we need,” says Anton. “We're  Kong-based Tiger Eye Investment Hold-
year includes triple-A singer/songwriter now at a level where we have an adequate  ings, but the deal did not materialize.
ROCK / MODERN ROCK TRACKS 103 Brett Williams’ debut album, due in June or number of people.” In February, corporate parent Time
ELRONCEIALANISIMORISSETERAMAVERICK July, and an album by modern rock outfit Be- Anton would not disclose the exact num- Warner decided to move WarnerVision
+ TOP VIDEO SALES * lievable Picnic, June 21; a first-quarter 97 re- ber of employees that were terminated. He  from the Warner Music Group to its video
& STAR TREK GENERATIONS * PARAMOUNT HOME VIDEO 86 leasg is slated for newcomer JQ[li Mlller. _ dpes say that most were in support func-  division (Blllbozlrd., Feb. 17). . o
| Dickerson believes the time is right for his tions at the label. Upon the merging of the two video divi-
HEALTH & FITNESS new Christian label to fill a niche created by However, sources close to the label say (Continued on page 115)
ANTHEIGRIND WO RKOUTRITNESSWTHIFLAUA %11 the growth and consolidation into “three or
SONY MUSIC VIDEO
KID VIDEO _ R — —— § -
* THE LAND BEFORE TIME il ¢ UNI DISTRIBUTION 90 [ THIS W E E K I N BILLBOARD
RECREATIONAL SPORTS o1l |
* BAD GOLF MADE EASIER * ABC VIDEO l JAPANESE PRICE SYSTEM IN JEOPARDY COMMENTARY 6 MERCHANTS & MARKETING 77
— | In Japan, which has some of the highgst prices for music in th’e ARTISTS & MUSIC 1 Retail Track 80
e RWORTE)s U‘Nu's, o T ORICORE 88 world, labels and trade groups are fighting the government'’s Executive Turntable 13 Declarations Of Independents 83
| attempt to do away with the price-control system. Japan bureau T: ; Vt L o The Enter*Active File 84
| chief Steve McClure reports. Page 63 ebea Home Video 85
No. 1 ON THIS WEEK'S UNPUBLISHED CHARTS Boxscore 21 ShelfTak 86
' U.K. VIDEO INDUSTRY REVERSES SLUMP BT ® e =
CLASSICAL After six years of a downward trend in rental, the U.K. video busi- R&B 5
* IMMORTAL BELOVED * SOUNDTRACK * SONY CLASSICAL ness has seen its first gains and is enjoying record revenues, REVIEWS & PREVIEWS 93
CLASSICAL CROSSOVER according to figures from the British Video Assn. Contributing CD:anctte Trax ;j
% US AND THEM: SYMPHONIC PINK FLOYD writer Peter Dean has the story. Page 85 ountry PROGRAMMING 99
LONDON PHILHARMONIC [SCHOLES] * POINT MUSIC Jazz/Blue Notes 39 Vox Jox 102
B BP COMMUNICATIONS + Chairman & CEO' GERALD S. HOBBS - President: Arthur F. Kingsbury ;
% HOW LONG H,J\SATE,EBEEN GOING ON * Executive Vice Presidents. John B. Babcack Jr, Robert J. Dowling, Martin . Fecly, Howar  -aun Notas 40 The Mcdern Age 103
VAN MORRISON WITH GEORGIE FAME & FRIENDS * VERVE Lander « Senior Vice Presidents: Georgina Chaltis, Paul Curran, Ann Haire, Rosalee Lovett Classical/Keeping Score 42 Music Video 104
« Vice President: Glenn Heffernan « Chairman Ementus: W.D. Littleford Higher Ground 44
JAZZ | CONTEMPORARY | ©Copyright 1996 by BPI Communications Inc. No part of this publication may be reproduced, 9 FEATURES
% Q'S JOOK JOINT » QUINCY JONES » QWEST stored in any retrieval system, or transmitted, in any form or by any means, electronic, mechani- In the Spirit 45 e
cal, photocopying, recording , or otherwise, without the prior written permission of the pubiisher. ) f Update/Lifelines 92
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Two Music, Two Talk Shows
Canceled By SW Networks

This article was prepared by Phyllis
Stark, managing editor of Country
Atrplay Monitor.

SW Networks is canceling two
longform music shows and two talk
shows while refocusing its resources
on its other, more successful radio
programming.

The music shows being deleted
from the network’s roster are “stat-
ic,” a two-hour weekly modern rock
program hosted by Rock Airplay
Monitor managing editor John
Loscalzo, and “Street Heat,” a two-
hour weekly hip-hop show hosted by
Mike Elliot, aka M-80 Da Bomb. Both
shows had 33 affiliates.

In addition, the network is shelving
plans to launch a third full-time for-
mat, Success Radio, which was to
have featured self-help and motiva-
tional talk programming. Two call-in
shows that had already been launched
on Success Radio, “The Dr. David
Viscott Show’ and “The Darrell
Ankarlo Show,” have been canceled.
Both shows were three hours long

Offspring Seeks
End To Contract
With Epitaph

E BY CARRIE BORZILLO

LOS ANGELES—Multimillion-sell-
ing punk group the Offspring is at-
tempting to exit its contract with Epi-
taph Records.

The Offspring’s attorney, Peter Pa-
terno, issued a letter to Epitaph dat-
ed Feb. 29 stating that the band is
terminating its contract with the label
and does not owe it another record.
The letter did not provide details but
stated that the band has “substantial
and fundamental reasons’ for
wanting to leave and that the label
“breached its contract.”

In response, Epitaph is now look-
ing for an escrow holder for the
band’s seven-figure royalty check un-
til the dispute is settled. Epitaph also
responded with a letter dated March
4 asking the band, its management,
and attorney to detail their problems
with the label.

Sources say the band is looking to
sign with Columbia Records.

No lawsuits had been filed at press
time. Offspring manager Jim
Guerinot, members of the band, and
Columbia would not comment on the
situation.

Epitaph president Brett Gurewitz
says he has no idea why the Offspring
wants out of its contract and is frus-
trated about not being able to com-
municate directly with the band mem-
bers.

“If they are trying to give [the
next] record to Columbia, then that
would be very disappointing to me,”
says Gurewitz. “All I can say is, the
band is being controlled by other
forces that I can’t control, and I hope,
in the end, they will see the light and
stay on Epitaph ... I’'m confident
that we made an extremely attractive
offer to the Offspring that we’ve had
on the table for many months. I hope
this is just a phase they’re going
through and that they will give us
record No. 3.”

(Continued on page 106)

and were carried on four affiliates.

Success Radio will continue to have
a presence on the network’s World
Wide WeDb site on the Internet and
may be relaunched as a radio format.

The network was set to begin noti-
fying affiliates of all the canceled pro-
gramming March 7 and plans to dis-
continue the shows 90 days from that
date. The cancellations will result in
the layoffs of approximately eight SW
staffers.

The network’s other two full-time
formats, the jazz/AC format Smooth
FM and the classical format Classic
FM, will not be affected by the
changes. Also unaffected are SW’s
three other longform music shows,
“Country’s Most Wanted With Carl

(Continued on page 109)

@ BY BILL HOLLAND

WASHINGTON, D.C.—The Record-
ing Industry Assn. of America has is-
sued a cease-and-desist letter to the
interactive online service AudioNet
for offering digital performances of
copyrighted sound recordings with-
out authorization.

The RIAA letter, sent March 4, fol-
lows a similar one sent to AudioNet
by Sony in late February. AudioNet
officials were to meet with Sony offi-
cials March 6 in New York to discuss
the alleged violations.

“I've got the feeling it’s all not go-
ing to be resolved in a single meet-
ing,” says AudioNet CEO Todd Wag-

RIAA Addresses C’Right Allegations

Online Provider Asked To Cease Service

ner. Sony declined to comment on the
meeting.

The Dallas company provides an
Internet service known as AudioNet
Jukebox, through which computer
users can listen to more than 400 full-
length albums in a variety of musical
genres on their computers.

Although the music cannot be
“downloaded,” or saved onto a user’s
computer for future playback, the
RIAA claims that it can be copied by
rigging the digital transmissions into
a home stereo system.

AudioNet, which touts itself as “the
largest broadcast network on the In-
ternet,” makes available online many
simulcast radio programs in various

formats, from alternative rock to
sports talk. These programs were not
at issue in the cease-and-desist let-
ters.

The trade group views the action as
the first of what may become a series
of skirmishes with service providers
over authorization of sound record-
ings used by interactive services,
subseriber-fee-based and otherwise.

The RIAA contends that AudioNet
is offering digital performances of
copyrighted sound recordings via the
service without the permission of the
sound recording copyright owners
(the labels).

Frank Creighton, coordinator of

(Continued on page 106)

Gibson Gets Plaid. Mel Gibson, director and star of the film “Braveheart,”
shows off his plaid CD commemorating worldwide sales of more than 650,000
copies of the film’s soundtrack on London Records. The score, composed and
conducted by James Horner, earned one of the movie's 10 Academy Award
nominations. Pictured, from left, are Pat Clancy, VP of finance, PolyGram
Classics and Jazz; Nancy Zannini, VP of soundtracks, PolyGram Classics and
Jazz; Gibson; Jim Caparro, president, PolyGram Group Distribution; and Philicia
Gilbert, publicity manager, London Records.

Chuck D. Launches Slam Jamz
Rap Label To Focus On Singles, EPs

H BY HAVELOCK NELSON

NEW YORK—Chuck D., the lead
voice of Public Enemy whose politi-
cized rhymes and multilayered music
revolutionized rap in the '80s, has
formed the label Slam Jamz Record-
ings.

Chuck D. de-
sceribes the new
company, which
has a worldwide
distribution
arrangement with
and is financed
by the Columbia
Records Group, as
“a minor-league
farm system” that
will emphasize
grass-roots artist

development.

Slam Jamz will “try to make the
hardest records possible while taking
the most chances,” says Chuck D.
“We're not trying to capitulate to pop-
ular tastes and {are] hoping to strike
the iron with our own particular style.”

The label’s first release, in April, will
be the single “Concubinez” by the
Hyenas. In June, Son Slauwta
Melquan will debut his song “Flow
On.” Both acts are scheduled to release
EPs later in the summer. The Hyenas’

set is tentatively titled “Die Laugh-
ing,” while Melguan’s is “World Raw
One.” Other acts on Slam Jamz's ros-
ter are Moritori, Storm, Air Hoodlum,
Rzavar Dawgs, and A Train To The
Hood.

“It’s tremendously exciting to once
again have Chuck D. as part of the Co-
lumbia Records family,” says Don Ien-
ner, Columbia Records Group chair-
man/president. “Throughout his
career, he has consistently demon-
strated an eagerness to break barriers
in musie, both in terms of subject mat-
ter and creative vision. Slam Jamz
gives Chuck a platform to develop
artists and explore the wide range of
his talents, and I’'m proud that he has
chosen Columbia as his partner in this
new venture.”

Columbia’s associate director of
black music, Darryl Lindsay, says,
“Chuck and PE have set standards for
what rap music is. We believe in him
from that standpoint; [the group] has
also sold several million records.”

According to Chuck D., Slam Jamz
will treat rap as a style unto itself. “Too
many labels are trying to put rap in a
pop or R&B-type environment,” he
says. “They create these outsize expec-
tations and expenditures that actually
exceed the genre. Everything needs to

(Continued on page 107)

Peer To Open Latin Conference

Two Evenings Of Performance Planned

B BY JOHN LANNERT

MIAMI—Ralph Peer II, chairman/
CEO of music publisher peermusie,
will keynote Billboard’s seventh annu-
al International Latin Music Confer-
ence, slated for April 29-May 1 at the
Hotel Inter-con-
tinental here.
Peer’s speech
April 30 will for-
mally kick off the
three-day confer-
ence, the longest-
running gather-
ing of its kind.
The conclave
will include two
evenings of artist
showcases, as well as two industry pan-
els focusing on Tejano music and legal
aspects of the Latino record business.
The showcases are being sponsored by
CD/tape manufacturer AmericDise
and performing right society ASCAP.
In addition, the conference will fea-
ture, for the first time, an acoustic mu-
sic program spotlighting Hispanic
songwriters. Titled “Writers In The
Round,” the songwriter showcase is
being sponsored by Warner/Chappell.

Peer, whose father, Ralph Peer, was
a trail-blazing pioneer of Latin music
publishing, is VP and director of the
National Music Publishers’ Assn. and
the Harry Fox Agency. A former pres-
ident of the Country Music Assn., Peer
remains associated with the CMA as a
lifetime director.

Peer is active on the international
publishing front, as well. He is a direc-
tor of Fox Agency International in Sin-
gapore and is a consultant to the board
of the Mechanical Copyright Protec-
tion Society, U.K. Peer is a past presi-
dent and director of the International
Federation of Popular Music Publish-
ers, as well as the founding chairman of
the International Confederation of
Music Publishers.

Capping the conference May 1 will
be Billboard’s third annual Latin Mu-
sic Awards. During the awards cere-
mony, Mexican superstar Juan
Gabriel will be inducted into the Bill-
board Latin Music Hall of Fame. Pre-
viously inducted Latino notables are
salsa icon Celia Cruz, 1994 Grammy
winner Cachao, and pop/Tejano super-
star Selena.

With the exception of the video

(Continued on page 118)

Canadian Music Groups Want Gov’t
To Study Airplay Of Domestic Music

W BY LARRY LeBLANC

TORONTO—Five Canadian music
associations have called upon the
Canadian government to conduct a
review of Canadian radio’s airplay of
domestic music.

Representatives of record compa-
nies, songwriters, and music publish-
ing groups announced March 5 that
if a review shows major deficiencies
in the exposure of Canadian record-
ings, the Canadian Radio-television
and Telecommunications Commis-
sion should increase the mandatory
level of Canadian content by a signif-
icant, but unspecified, amount.

Most Canadian AM and FM
broadcasters are required to play
30% Canadian musie, reasonably dis-
tributed from 6 a.m.-7 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Some observers say stations have
been programming Canadian re-
cordings in dismal time slots or with
less frequency than international

recordings (Billboard, Feb. 3).

Representatives of the Canadian
Independent Record Production
Assn., Canadian Musie Publishers
Assn., Canadian Recording Industry
Assn., Songwriters Assn. of Canada,
and the Society of Composers, Au-
thors, and Music Publishers of Cana-
da suggest that new Canadian
recordings should constitute at least
25% of a new quota.

The groups also called for the
CRTC totake steps to ensure that its
guidelines concerning reasonable
distribution of Canadian content are
strictly enforced.

Michael McCabe, president of the
Canadian Assn. of Broadcasters,
says a full-scale review of Canadian
content regulation is unnecessary.
“I’'ve talked to all of our major broad-
casters in the past day, and, to a per-
son, they said that their company’s
policy is the same rotation for Cana-
dian [as] for international artists,”
he says.

BILLBOARD MARCH 16, 1996
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Grammy night belongs to

Best Rap Perfo
By A Duo Or A
I'll Be There Fo

You 're All | Ne

Mary J.

Besi p ggae Album
Boombastic

Frank Zappa
Best Recording Package-Boxed
Civilization Phazz III

Best Hard Rock Performance

Soin The Black Circle

John Pfeiffer

Best Historical Album
The Heifesz Collection

Stephen
Schwariz

Best Song Writien
Specifically For A Motion

Picture Or For Television
Colors Of The Wind

Grant Beglarian

Best Historical Album
The Heifetz Collection

The Mavericks

Best Country Performance
By A Duo Or Group With Vocal
Here Comes The Rain

Best R & B’ Solig
Best Male R & B Vocal Performance
For Your Love

Glen Ballard

George Martin (ers

Trustees Av

v

h N Arrangement With
a“g a m Accompanying Vocals

Congratulations to

Best Rap So(®®

Performance’
Gangsta’s Paradise" >

Carol Cymbala
Best Gospel Album By A Choir Or Chorus
Praise Him...Live!

Mike Stoller

Best Musical Show Altbum
Smokey Joe’s Cafte -
The bonghﬂl Leiber And btalle[

erry Leiber

Best Musical bnow Atbum

ement Awurd Smokey Joe’s Cafe -
The Songs Of Leiber And Stoller

Josefa Heifetz

Best Historical Album
The Heifetz Collection

Best Rock Song
Best Rock Album
You Oughta Know

Album Of The Year

d Little Pill. N\ | W
AlanigseMori:eﬂ: l n e ' n c h N l ‘ s
 Best Metal Performance

Happiness In Slavery
John Anderson,Susan Ashton

Lari White

Best Southern Gospel, Country Gospel or
Bluegrass Gospel Album
Amazing Grace - A Country Salute To Gospel

d

Rob McConnell(SocaN)
Best Instrumental

Best Rap Album
Poverty’s Paradise

I Get A Kick Out Of You
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those wio belona tOASCAP

our 1996 winners.

Y ) ] A . Robert Farnon (socan)
9 - Best Instrumental Arranger

Lament
st Contemporary Folk Album
ecking Ball

The Nashville

Bluegrass Band

Best Bluegrass Album

Unleashed st Southern Gospel, Country Gospel or

uegrass Goszel Album
mazing Grace - A Country Salute To Gospe!

Emm lou Harris

L ’ T George Jellinek
— \ e B o Is Best Historical Album

The Heifetz Collection

& Pierre Boulez
Best New Arfist Best Classical Album Maya Angelou ‘
Best Performance By A Dyo ™= "= focturnes; Jeux, Ete. Best Spoken Word Or 4
° ' Non-Musical Album —al
Or Group With Vocal Bept Srcibetzel Furformance Phonolli® {ufn .

Let Her Cry

Zeonard Pennario

Best Eistorical Album 0 “ Vl e r M e s SI a e n

"he Heifetz Collection Best C{qssu;g[ Contem')orafary Com,)OSltlon
Messiaen: Concert A Quarte

American Society nf Campasers, Authors and Publishers

Best Poo/Contemporary Best Female
Gospel Album Pop Vocal Performance
It Lead Yot Home No More “I Love You’s”

| W, Smith
ert John ”A‘IIuI'I’ Lﬁ%‘é’?,ml:hec::“°x (PRS)

Best Couniry Album
The Woman In Me

Shania ?‘m '|‘|-ev0l' Horn (PRS)

Record Of The Year
Kiss From A Rose

" K Erank Sinatra

Best Traditional Pop Vocal Performance
% ) Duets I/

% Bill Holman .
¥ ] Best Instrumental Composition

A View From The Side Best R & B AlbUm
ASCAP also congratulates Crazyse.!rycool
Lena Horne Best R & B Performance
Best Male Rock Vocal Best 7azz Vocal Performance 4 iti
An Evening With Lena Horne By A Duo Or A GrOU.O w‘th Vocals
Performance Creep

You Don’t Know How If Feels
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B BY TERRI HORAK

NEW YORK—With “Tigerlily,”
l the first solo album from former
10,000 Maniacs
| lead singer Na-
talie Merchant,
having achieved
double-platinum
status in the
U.S., Elektra
Records is
mounting a con-
siderable mar-
keting effort in
Europe.

“We really are treating it as if it
was a brand-new record,” says Bill
Berger, senior VP of international

MERCHANT

Merchant’s Tour Is Key To
Elektra’s European Attack

at Elektra Entertainment Group.
Toward that end, the label has
created new packaging and promo-
tional art and is planning an exten-
sive advertising
l and media cam-

paign.
“Tigerlily”
was released
| June 20, 1995,
worldwide and
has sold more
than 85,000
= pieces in Europe,
according  to

Berger.
Concert dates with Sting are
leading the charge of renewed ex-
(Continued on page 109)

It's A Revolution For Giant Records:
New Name, Staff Show Change At Label

B BY CRAIG ROSEN

LOS ANGELES—In an expected
move, Irving Azoff’s 5-year-old Giant
Records has changed its name to Rev-

?
&Y”n\_‘

olution and undergone significant
staff and roster changes.

Although the Giant name will con-
tinue to appear on releases completed
prior to the changeover—such as Col-

or Me Badd’s “Now And Forever,”
due May 14—subsequent releases,
beginning with another on May 14, by
Seattle band Super Deluxe, will carry
the Revolution logo.

The company’s Nashville division
will still use the Giant name.

The announcement of the name

- change comes on
the heels of the
company re-sign-
ing distribution
‘ deals with Warner

Bros. and WEA in
the U.S. and BMG
internationally, under a pact that ex-
tends to 2000.

Azoff says the decision to rename
and reshape the company is not a re-
flection of any lack of success at Giant
but rather of the changing business
landscape.

“As [ made a commitment with
Warner and BMG to do this into the

(Continued on page 115)

Auteurs Rewriting Art-Rock History

Vernon Yard Act Strives To Regain Acclalm

B BY PAUL SEXTON

LONDON—The Auteurs are back in
print. The London art-rock outfit has
teamed up with one of modern rock’s
most celebrated producers to help it
regain the critical high ground it
reached in 1993.

That year, Luke Haines’ band was
acclaimed for its debut album, “New
Wave,” which landed a Mercury Musie
Prize nomination here. Some ob-
servers feel that Haines’ intellectual
brand of modern rock fell away in the
face of the U.S. grunge explosion that
was happening when the follow-up,
“Now I’'m A Cowboy,” came out in
1994.

But as the Vernon Yard label pre-
pares for the April 30 U.S. release of
the third Auteurs album, “After Mur-
der Park,” Haines is fighting an ene-
my closer to home as the band sails
against the tide of Britpop. And with
typical perversity, he has former Nir-
vana and Pixies producer Steve Albini

THE AUTEURS’ LUKE HAINES

as helmsman.

Never one to take the easy route,
Haines is scathing of the current
British music scene. “People seem to
think that alternative bands have
crossed over,” he says, “but in terms of
what they’re doing, they’re actually
pretty retarded.”

Vernon Yard VP of marketing and

Breathing Easy. Artists included on the Arista Records soundtrack to the 20th
Century Fox film “Waiting To Exhale”” were presented with plaques
commemorating sales of more than 5 million units. The celebration, led by Arista
president Clive Davis, took place at the [abel’s pre-Grammy party and featured
performances by many on the soundtrack, includ'ing Mary J. Blige, Brandy,
Chaka Khan, and Whitney Houston. Pictured, from left, are Davis; Bill Mechanic,
president/COO, Fox Filmed Entertainment; artists Faith Evans, Blige, Chante
Moore, and Toni Braxton; Kenneth “Babyface” Edmonds, the album’s producer;
and artists Khan, CeCe Winans, Sonja Marie, Houston, and Brandy.

©® 1996 Touchsione Pictures. P 1996 Buena Yista Pictures Distribution, ine.

UP CLOSE

promotions Matt Voss says that such
distancing from the current trend does
not endanger the label's U.S. market-
ing plans for “After Murder Park.”
“That’s fine for us, because the Brit-
pop thing means nothing over here,” he
says. “We're going to steer as far clear
from that as possible.”
SoundScan figures reveal that the
(Continued on page 105)

Bistro Awards
Honor Top 29
Cabaret Acts

NEW YORK—Twenty-nine artists
have been selected to receive 1996
Bistro Awards from Back Stage mag-
azine. The awards honor outstanding
achievement in the cabaret field last
year.

Back Stage, part of the BPI corpo-
rate family, will reveal the recipient of
its Bob Harrington Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award at its 11th annual Back
Stage Bistro Awards gala, Monday
(11) at the Supper Club in New York.
Sherry Eaker, Back Stage editor in
chief, will host the gala.

In addition to the performance
awards, Michael Kerner, director of

(Continued on page 105)

& PERSONAL
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Best Original Score. Music or Comedy Unstrung Heroes
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congratulates our
1996 Grammy Award
winners on another
wonderful year.

RECORD OF THE YEAR
SEaL  “Kiss FRoM A ROSE”
PRODUCER TREVOR HORN

ALBUM OF THE YEAR
ALANIS MORISSETTE ~ JAGGED LITTLE PiLt

SONG OF THE YEAR
SEAL  “Kiss FrRom A ROSE”

BEST NEW ARTIST
HooTiE & THE BLOWFISH

BEST MALE POP PERFORMANCE
SEAL  “Kiss FRom A ROSE”

BEST POP PERFORMANCE BY A DUO OR GROUP
WITH VOCALS
HooTtiE & THE BLowrisH “LET HER CRY”

BEST POP INSTRUMENTAL PERFORMANCE
Los Losos *

BEST POP ALBUM
JONI MITCHELL TURBULENT INDIGO

BEST FEMALE ROCK VOCAL PERFORMANCE
ALANIS MORISSETTE “You OQUGHTA Kxow”

BEST MALE ROCK VOCAL PERFORMANCE
Tom PETTY “YoUu DON’T KNow How IT FEELS”

BEST METAL PERFORMANCE
NINE INCH NaiLs “HAPPINESS IN SIAVERY”

BEST ROCK SONG
ALANIS MORISSETTE “You OQUGHT4 KNOW™

#%  APPEARING ON THE MCA SOUNDTRACKS ALBUM
*%*x  APPEARING ON THE ARISTA TEXAS ALRUM

BEST ROCK ALBUM
ALANIS MORISSETTE ~ JAGGED LITTLE PILL

BEST FEMALE R&B VOCAL PERFORMANCE
ANITA BAKER “I APOLOGIZE”

BEST RAP SOLO PERFORMANCE
CooLIO “GANGSTA'S PARADISE” %%

BEST RAP ALBUM
NAUGHTY BY NATURE POVERTY’S PARADISE

BEST GOSPEL ALBUM BY A CHOIR OR CHORUS
BROOKLYN TABERNACLE CHOIR  PRAISE Hium...LIvE!
CHOIR DIRECTOR  CAROL CYMBAILA

BEST MEXICAN AMERICAN PERFORMANCE
FLACO JIMENEZ **

BEST CONTEMPORARY FOLK ALBUM
EmmyLou HARRIS WRECKING BALL

BEST SPOKEN WORD ALBUM FOR CHILDREN
PROKOFIEV: PETER AND THE WoOLF
PRODUCERS DAN BROATMAN & MARTIN SAUER

BEST MUSICAL SHOW ALBUM
SMOKEY JOE’S CAFE - THE SONGS OF LEIBER AND STOLIER
PRODUCERS ~ ARIF MARDIN, JERRY LEIBER & MIKE STOLLER

BEST RECORDING PACKAGE
JONI MITCHELL

BEST ENGINEERED ALBUM, NON-CLASSICAL
WiLDFLOWERS

* APPEARING ON THE EFEC SOUNDTRAX ALBUM

©1996 Warner Music Group
A Time Vtarner Company
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Garth Takes Solo Sales Record
Kenny G Holds Top Christmas Album

B BY CHRIS MORRIS

LOS ANGELES—In February,
Garth Brooks became the all-time
leader in aggregate certified album
sales for a solo artist, according to fig-
ures for the month from the Record-
ing Industry Assn. of America.

With the simultaneous gold, plat-
inum, and triple-platinum certifica-
tion of his current Capitol Nashville
album, “Fresh Horses,” country star
Brooks topped the list of all-time
male solo best-sellers, with a total of
58 million units certified. According
to the RIAA, Brooks is trailed by Bil-
ly Joel (57 million), Elton John (51
million), Michael Jackson (48 mil-
lion), and Elvis Presley (41 million).

TLC’s LaFace/Arista set “Crazy-
SexyCool” continued its indefatiga-
ble sales pace: At 9 million units cer-
tified, the trio’s album maintains its
position as the best-selling album by
a female group.

Alanis Morissette—who, like TLC,
was a multiple Grammy Award win-
ner Feb. 28—saw her Maverick/
Reprise/Warner Bros. album,
“Jagged Little Pill,” top the 6 million
mark in February.

Another modern rock phenom,
Smashing Pumpkins, racked up si-
multaneous gold, platinum, and quin-
tuple-platinum awards for their two-
CD Virgin opus, “Mellon Collie And
The Infinite Sadness.” (The latter
award represents certified sales of
2.5 million, reflecting multiples of
CDs.)

Kenny G’s seasonal “Miracles: The
Holiday Album” continued a strong
post-Yule showing: The saxophon-
ist’'s Arista instrumental set topped
the 6 million mark, vaulting over two
Mannheim Steamroller albums at 5
million each to take the title as the
best-selling Christmas album of all
time.

- Veteran hard rock act Kiss scored

Songwriter/Exec Wes Farrell Dies;
Worked On Many Early Rock Hits

H BY IRV LICHTMAN

NEW YORK—Wes Farrell, whose
success as a songwriter and music en-
trepreneur stretched back to the ear-
ly ’60s rock’n’roll era, died Feb. 29 at
a resort on Fisher
Island, Fla., at the
age of 56. Accord-
ing to his wife,
Jean Inman Far-
rell, cancer was the
cause of death.

A native New
Yorker who cut his
creative teeth at
New York’s leg-
endary Brill Building, Farrell was
president/CEO of Music Entertain-
ment Group Inc. He established the
company in 1992 with investment
banking firm Warburg, Pincus In-
vestors LP to acquire music publish-

FARRELL

ing catalogs, copyrights, and other
publishing interests. .

The company’s first deal, complet-
ed in 1993, was the acquisition of 94-
year-old Nashville-based Benson Mu-
sic Group. Benson, one of the largest
Christian music companies, holds
more than 42,000 copyrights and
18,000 master tapes. Another partner
in the purchase was Zondervan Corp.,
operated by Jim Buick.

Farrell was “a guy who loved to
make music and be around people
that made music,” says Steve Fret,
CFO of the Music Entertainment
Group. “He loved being in the busi-
ness of music and everything about it.
He had a passion for it, and it was
something that was never dimin-
ished.”

At press time, it was expected that
Fret would be named CEO of the

(Continued on page 118)

RECORD COMPANIES. Yvon DesRochers
is appointed GM of BMG Quebec. He
was VP of HMV Quebec.

David Silver is named VP, creative
planning, artist, and repertoire, at
Mercury Records in New York. He
was VP, special projects, at Warner
Bros. Records.

GRP Records in New York pro-
motes Doug Wilkins to VP of urban
promotion. He was senior director of
urban promotion.

Douglas Kluthe is promoted to se-
nior director, video development, at
EMI Records in Los Angeles. He was
director of video development.

Atlantic Records in New York pro-
motes Kent Rippey to director of
marketing. He was manager of mar-
keting.

Allen Weinberg is promoted to de-
sign director, creative services, for
Sony Music in New York. He was se-
nior art director for creative services.

Elektra Entertainment Group pro-

DESROCHERS

SILVER

motes Mike Barnes in Cleveland,
Tara Brennan in San Francisco,
Alan Gordon in Atlanta, Denny
Nowak in Chicago, Jay Perloff in
Philadelphia, Helen Petroff in Los
Angeles, and Lynn Powell in Dallas
to regional marketing directors. All
were regional marketing managers.
MCA Inc. appoints Kenneth Kahrs
senior VP, human resources. He was
VP, human resources, at Viacom Inc.
Sue Gershon is-named marketing
and publicity director for Damian Mu-
sic in Los Angeles. She was an inde-
pendent publicity consultant.

its first two multiplatinum sets with
the double-platinum hits compilation
“Smashes, Thrashes And Hits” and
the 1977 concert package “Alive I1.”

First-time platinum sellers in Feb-
ruary included R&B vocalists D’An-
gelo (EMI) and Monica (Rowdy),
modern rock trio Goo Goo Dolls (Met-
al Blade/Warner Bros.), Denver rock
unit Big Head Todd & the Monsters
(Giant), new age musician Ottmar
Liebert (Higher Octave), and—for
his first solo album, issued in 1980—
Pete Townshend of the Who.

The Rolling Stones maintained
their spot as the group withthe most
gold albums, as their Virgin live set,
“Stripped,” became their 36th gold
entry.

Notching their first gold albums
last month were R&B artist Solo
(Perspective), modern rock trio Ever-
clear (Capitol), and—for his 1965
classic “That Was The Year That

(Continued on page 44)

Nashville Icon
Minnie Pearl
Dies At 83

B BY CHET FLIPPO

NASHVILLE—Sarah Ophelia
Colley Cannon,
better known
to the world as
Minnie Pearl,
died at Colum-
bia Centennial
Medical Center
here March 4
as a result of
complications
from a stroke. She was 83.

A veteran of 51 years on the
Grand Ole Opry, 22 years on the
TV show “Hee Haw,” country mu-

(Continued on page 107)

PEARL

TUR

WILKINS

KLUTHE

PUBLISHING. SESAC appoints Henry
R. Kaufman to senior VP/general
counsel in New York and promotes
Linda Lorence to VP, writer/publisher
relations, in New York and Greg Rig-
gle to director, writer/publisher rela-
tions, in Nashville. They were, respec-
tively, general counsel for the Libel
Defense Resource Center, regional di-
rector of the creative department, and
writer/publisher representative for the
creative department.

Rondor Music International names
Bill Meyerchak VP of finance/CEO
in Los Angeles and appoints Kathy

NTABLE

B BY DOUGLAS REECE

LOS ANGELES—King Biscuit
Flower Hour Records, the label
that owns more than 16,000 tapes of
live performances recorded during
the *70s and '80s
for “The King
Biscuit Flower
Hour” radio pro-
gram, released
its first 12 digi-
tally remastered
albums Feb. 27.

The first batch |
of titles includes
one album by the Fixx, which will re-
tail for $15.98, and two-disc sets by
Deep Purple and Kingfish, which will
carry a $23.98 price tag.

According to label president Steve
Ship, a total of 24 albums a year will
be released. The remaining 12 titles

KING BISCUIT
FLOWER HOUR

King Biscuit Label Issues
12 Titles From Radio Show

for this year will bow in batches of six
in June and September.

Although “King Biscuit” has
recorded concerts by such notable
acts as the Rolling Stones, Elvis
Costello, and Bruce Springsteen, the
label must secure permission from
the parties that controlled the rights
of the artist at the time of the record-
ing to release the material commer-
cially on CD.

The series will be distributed by
BMG in the U.S. and EMI Music in
Canada.

Ship says an average of 10,000
units per title are being pressed for
initial release.

The label, which was formed in
1998, had originally planned on re-
leasing albums in 1994.

In 1991, DCC Compact Classics
released four compilations of “King

(Continued on page 106)

Fans Mourn Brazilian Rock Stars

Mamonas Assassinas Were Regional Favorites

B BY ENOR PAIANO

SAO PAULO—Music fans and indus-
try insiders in Brazil continue to
mourn the passing of wildly popular
Brazilian rock act Mamonas Assassi-
nas, whose five members died in a
plane crash March 2 near Guarulhos
Airport, outside of Sdo Paulo.

More than 100,000 of the band’s ad-
mirers paid their respects during a
public visitation March 3-4 in the
group’s hometown of Guarulhos, an
industrial suburb of Sdo Paulo. Fu-
neral services were held March 4.

At the time of their deaths, Ma-
monas Assassinas—Dinho, Julio
Rasec, Alberto Hinoto, and brothers
Sérgio and Samuel Reoli—were
Brazil’s most successful act, known
affectionately by their rabid following
only as Mamonas (Billboard, Feb. 10).

According to Manuel Camero,

president of Brazilian recording
trade group ABPB, the band sold
more than 1.8 million units of its
eponymous EMI-Odeon Brasil debut.

MAMONAS ASSASSINAS

Although the witty, irreverent
band trafficked in adult-oriented
songs about orgies, gay superheroes,
and sex with animals, the members of
Mamonas Assassinas—most of whom
were in their early 20s—were per-
haps most loved by children, because
of their colorful stage costumes and
wisecracking banter.

(Continued on page 92)

RIPPEY

WEINBERG

Kemp East Coast A&R representa-
tive in New York. They were, respec-
tively, VP of finance at Capitol
Records and A&R assistant for Co-
lumbia Records. Annita Cooper is
named director of human resources/
travel and Jeff Witcher is appointed
director of operations for Rondor Mu-
sic International and Almo Sounds in
Los Angeles. They were, respectively,
executive assistant to the VP of fi-
nance/CFO and operations manager.
Nina Freeman is named interna-
tional coordinator for MCA Music Pub-
lishing in New York. She was an assis-

T
KAUFMAN

MEYERCHAK

tanf in the international division.

Lisa Zambrano is named creative
manager, film and television, for Poly-
Gram Music Publishing. She was sound-
track coordinator at A&M Records.

RELATED FIELDS. Lisa Segalt is promot-
ed to Southeast manager, radio station
services, at Arbitron Co. in Atlanta.
She was Southeast manager, radio ad-
vertiser/agency services.

The Lee Solters Co. in Los Angeles
promotes Dawn Lobaugh to senior ac-
count executive, music. She was junior
publicist.
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Paul Westerberg’s ‘Eventually’ Is Now
Reprise Believes Time Is Right For Singer

M BY CRAIG ROSEN

LOS ANGELES—With the April 23
release of “Eventually,” Reprise
Records is optimistic that Paul West-
erberg, the critically acclaimed, com-
mercially underappreciated ex-front
man of the Replacements, will final-
ly get his due.

Reprise president Howie Klein
says, “Paul has written some great
songs, and if we
can get those
songs out to the
people, that should
happen.”

It certainly
seems that the
timing could be
right for Wester-
berg, but then,
it’s not the first
time he or the Replacements seemed
on the brink of a mainstream break-
through.

With the Replacements through-
out the '80s, Westerberg recorded
such angst-ridden teen anthems as
“Color Me Impressed” and “Bas-
tards Of Young” long before Nirvana
kicked the rock world onto its back-

WESTERBERG

side with “Smells Like Teen Spirit.”
From the formation of the Re-
placements until the band’s dissolu-

tion in 1990, Westerberg also showed

he was capable of writing ballads and
mid-tempo tearjerkers, such as “If
Only You Were Lonely,” “Unsatis-
fied,” and “Swingin Party,” at least
a decade before Replacements afi-
cionados Goo Goo Dolls found suc-

cess with the Westerberg-like

“Name.”

Reprise VP of artist development
/ereative marketing Gary Briggs
says, “This guy has been duped
more than any artist in America
over the last seven to eight years.
As far as cred is concerned, you've
got to believe that some of that will
come back and he will benefit from
it.”

Retailers are also optimistic
about a Westerberg breakthrough.
“Goo Goo Dolls and Soul Asylum
have had success,” says Joel Ober-
stein, director of West Coast retail
operations for the 15-store Tempo
Music and Video, based in Simi Val-
ley, Calif. “Now, hopefully it’s Paul’s
turn.”

As for Westerberg, he remains

Geffen’s Posies Cultivate
Moody Pop On ‘Disgrace’

H BY BRADLEY BAMBARGER

NEW YORK—Though various per-
sonal upheavals have afflicted the
Posies since their last album three
years ago, the band has turned trou-
ble into triumph with its fourth and
finest effort, “Amazing Disgrace.”
Due April 23, the DGC/Geffen album
finds the prototypical power pop-
sters in transcendent form, broad-
ening their attack.

“The new album is more extreme
in its moods,” says Posies singer/gui-
tarist Jon Auer. “There’s heavier
stuff than we’ve ever done, and there
are the pretty things, too. But that’s
cool, because we get fans from skate
punks to grandmothers.”

With its mix of hard rock aggres-
sion and melodie pop bliss, “Amazing
Disgrace” recalls the glory days of
Cheap Trick. Appropriately, Trick-
sters Robin Zander and Rick Nielsen
guest-on the album, lending their
one-take talents to “Hate Song.”

The title of that song and those of
such tracks as “Daily Mutilation”

THE POSIES

and “Everybody Is A Fucking Liar”
reflect the agitated, cathartic quali-
ty of much of the material on “Amaz-
ing Disgrace.”

“The underlying emotions in the
songs aren’t always positive or ben-
evolent,” says Posies singer/guitarist
Ken Stringfellow. “There’s definite-
ly more venom there than in the
past.” .

And with a new rhythm section—
bassist Joe Skyward and drummer
Brian Young—the Posies’ musie has
a new muscularity to mateh its
increased emotional range. “Some of
the songs really kick, especially live,”
Auer says. “The band has never been

(Continued on page 22)
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undaunted, despite the lack of a com-
mercial breakthrough. “I’ve had a
chance to take this all in stride,” he
says. “Even five years ago, had a
band had massive success with a
track so similar to what we did, it
would have hurt more. Now, I know
[Goo Goo Dolls’ front man] Johnny
[Rzeznik], and I know he has learned
from me and the Replacements . . .
My peers and people that know
music know where the real stuff is
and where it came from. If everyone
in the world doesn’t know it, it does-
n’t hurt me.”

Westerberg’s first solo effort,
1993’s “14 Songs,” has sold more
than 161,000 copies, according to

(Continued on page 22)

Growing Up. Virgin artist Loudon Wainwright lil meets with label executives
following his soldout show at the Troubadour in Los Angeles. Wainwright is
touring in support of his new album, “Grown Man.” Shown, from left, are
Eric Ferris, director of product management, Virgin; Alison Taylor, special
projects manager, Virgin/Pointblank Records; Wainwright; John Wooler, VP
of A&R/special projects, Virgin/Pointblank Records; and Mike Kappus,
Rosebud Agency.

News Abounds At Grammy After-Parties;
Latin Winners Estefan, Secada Plan Sets

GRAMMY GRAB BAG: The Grammy Awards and
after-parties are always a good time to grab people and
get the latest news. Here’s part two of the Beat goes
to the Grammys.

Gloria Estefan, who won her second consecutive
Grammy in the category of best tropical Latin perfor-
mance, will release “Destiny,” her first album of orig-
inal songs in five years, in early

Mazzy Star is in the studio working on a new album
for a summer release. The act will also have a track on
the “Stealing Beauty” soundtrack . . . Composer
Michael Kamen, who, in addition to being nominated
for a Grammy was up for two Golden Globe awards, is
scoring “101 Dalmatians,” Disney’s live film version of
the cartoon classic. It features Glenn Close as Cruel-
la DeVille. Kamen is also scoring

June. The album’s Olympic-
themed lead single, “Reach,” will
be serviced to radio April 1; Este-
fan will wait until the start of the
Olympic Games in Atlantic to kick
off her Destiny tour.

Jon Secada is “busy writing
new songs” for his next English-

“Jack,” Francis Ford Coppola’s
new film, which stars Robin
Williams.

Percy Sledge is starting a
seven-week world tour this month
that includes dates in Europe and
Africa. The tour, which comes to
the U.S. in September, has Sledge

™

language record, due in 1997.
Secada, who triumphed in the best
Latin pop performance category,
contributed two solo tracks to
“Voces Unidas,” an all-star Spanish-language Olympic
album coming out March 12 on EMI Latin (see Latin
Notas, page 40).

Shaggy, whose “Boombastic” won best reggae
album, has just begun a six-month tour that will take
him to Europe, the Middle East, and South Africa.
Shaggy duets with Maxi Priest on “That Girl,” the
lead single from Priest’s upcoming album. Shaggy
duets with new Virgin signee Ravon on Mungo Jerry’s
classic “In The Summertime.” The song is taken from
the soundtrack to the forthcoming film “Flipper.”

Annie Lennox, elated over winning best female pop
vocal performance, is planning an indefinite hiatus
from the record business to spend time with her two
children. Saying that she wants to “kick back” and
reassess her priorities, Lennox adds that she has not
even thought about recording a new album. “When it
comes, it comes,” Lennox says when asked how and
when the recording project would take <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>