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There’s a Fender for
_just about everyone.

Pluck the very flower of eternal spring. There’s

a Fender® guitar to give wings tc your music and
rebirth to your soul. Whether your song is ready to
blossom orits seeds have just been sown. And

at prices as refreshing as tne season. But th21, you
wouldn’t expect less frcm the people who've
helped create a new day in music for the

last thirty years.

The new “F’ Series acoustic
guitars. Electrifying.

AVAILABLE AT YOUR AUTHORIZED
: FENDER CTEALER.

L3

CBS Musical i+

For a full-color poster of ths ad. send $1 t0:
Fender, Box 3410, Dept. F75, Fullerton, CA 926:4.
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THE
ALL AMERIGAN
REVERB UNIT

Having trouble getting your
present reverb to sound full
enough? Does it have a harsh,
hollow sound? Or is it just too
twangy?

Despite what everyone has
been telling you, you can get
that nice warm, full reverbera-
tion on stage as well as in the
studio. With the 4400 Reverb-
eration System you can tailor
the sound to suit your taste. And

change it at the flick of a switch.
You set the input drive level and
watch it on the meter. You equal-
ize the tone settings and you set
the reverberation percentage.

What could be simpler, and
yet, put all the control you want
at your fingertips?

Shape your own sound and
future with the TAPCO 4400, the
All American reverberation unit
at the All American price.

@TAPCO

For more information write: TAPCO, Dept. CM, 405 Howell Way, Edmonds, WA 98020
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Tammy Wynette's peen very sick with an
inner ear infection and bronchitis that she
developed in England. Ex-hubby George
Jones helped her out with her shows in
Beaumont, Tex., and New lIberia, La. To
add to her misfortune, a fire broke out in
Tammy's 20-room Nashville home, doing
an estimated $100,000 worth of damage.
The fire marshall said arson is suspected,
and a full investigation is under way. . . .
But things are not all bad. For Tammy's
34th birthday, George surprised her with a
gold Thunderbird. Tammy and George
keep appearing together, but close friends
say nothing's brewing.

Dottie West recently played country
hostess to Emmylou Harris, who was in
Nashville to tape a guest spot on Dolly
Parton's TV show, Dottie served a real
down-home meal of pinto beans, ham

Emmylou Harris

hocks, turnip greens, mashed potatoes,
cornbread and banana pudding. Dolly is
taking the summer off from appearances
and TV taping, for a rest. “When you
know you've gone the limit and then try
to do more, you're a fool,” explains
Dolly ... Look out for Tanya Tucker on
your tube. She taped the John Davidson
show and will be on the Johnny Cash TV
Special this fall.

Buck Owens has been recording in
Nashville, likes our Music City pickers.
Buck, who has broken his 20 year relation-

on the scene

by AUDREY WINTERS

ship with Capitol, has joined Warner Bros.

Don Gibson is now represented by
Nashville's Top Billing Agency. Don's new
Hickory release is "“Doing My Time."
R.W. Blackwood of the Blackwood

Don Gibson

Singers has signed with Capitol.

Archie Campbell's as handy with a
paint brush as he is with a microphone.
He recently had a showing of his water
colors at Nashville's United Artists Tow-
er. ... Nat Stuckey's also got a way with
a paint brush—the home fix-it kind. He's
been busy putting the finishing touches on
an addition to his house, which he'll use
as his writing nook. Billy Jo Spears is in-
volved in a game of musical houses. She
just bought a Spanish home from her pro-
ducer Larry Butler. Butler then bought
Epic/Columbia producer Billy Sherill's
home. Sherrill, in turn, purchased a new
home on Woodlawn Bivd. ... Freddy
Fender's bought a new house in Cham-
pion, Tex.

Wayne Kemp is all smiles over his
song, One Piece at a Time, which has
been a giant hit for Johnny Cash. He's
also very happy with Emmylou Harris’
recording of his Feeling Single—Seeing
Double. Looks like Emmylou might re-
cord a duet with Buck Owens. Emmylou’s
singie, Together Again, was written by
Buck.

June Carter left $200,000 worth of

jewelry in a hotel room in British Columbia
during a concert tour with husband,
Johnny. A maid found the jeweiry and
turned it over to local authorities. Johnny
turned a copy of his book Man in Black
over to the maid, along with a check for
$500.

Jack Green and Jeannie Seely were
two of the slickest dressed performers at
the Eighth Annual International Festival of
Country Music in Wembley, England.
They both wore white outfits decorated
with rhinestones and a golden eagle,
topped by red white and blue capes. . . .
Brenda Lee's off to Japan again. She's
been touring there for the past ten years,
and her songs are best Japanese sel-
lers. . . . Freddy Fender is making his first
trip to Europe. He'll be doing concerts
and television appearances in Holland,

™

Nat Stuckey

Germany and England. . .. Nat Stuckey
and his wife, Anne, will soon be off on a
cruise aboard the U.S. Mardis Gras,
bound to San Juan and Nassau.

George Morgan's widow, Anna, has
married old family friend, Paul Trainer.
Paul, an accountant, is a former priest,
and is said to have christened some of the
Morgan children. . . . Joni Lee, daughter
of Conway Twitty, has named her band
"“The New Deal.” Band members include
her new husband Chris Prater on drums,
David Stout on bass, Larry Black on



Are

ou missin

half the joy
of your guitar?

IF YOU’RE LIKE a lot of people who’ve taken
up the guitar, you went out and bought your
guitar with high hopes. You probably bought a
little instruction book to go with it, figuring all
you had to do was to learn a few chords...and
that with a bit of practice, you’d sound pretty
good.

But maybe now you’re finding that what
you’ve learned isn’t enough. Being able to strum
some chords and sing a few songs is nice, of
course—but you get tired of the same few songs
after awhile. You’d like to be able to play other,
harder songs ... to play melody along with
chords. . . to say things with your guitar that you
feel inside, but haven’t got the musical skills to

express.

If this is the way you feel, we’d like to help
you get the skills you need. We’d like to teach
you to play the guitar the right way...by note as
well as by chords, and by notes and chords in
combination.

©1974 tJ.S. SCHOOL OF MUSIC

The Guitar is just one of several popular
instruments taught by the U.S. School of
Music. If you prefer, learn the piano or spinet
organ — all for far less than you’d pay a private
teacher. Our course teaches you to play not
just chords, but melody notes, chords and bass
notes in combination.

We'd like to teach you to read music, too—so
you won’t be limited to just a few simple songs
that you’ve memorized. We’d like to help you
get the freedom and fulfillment you should be
getting from your guitar—instead of frustration
from not being able to play the way you want to.

In short, we’d like to teach you the same kind
of things you’d learn if you went to a good, thor-
ough private teacher. The big difference is that
you teach yourself to play with the U.S. School
of Music courses. By mail.

You learn at home, on your own schedule. And
it costs you a whole lot less.

How do we teach you without seeing you in
person? If you are 17 or over, let us send you a
free booklet that explains. To send for it, use the
coupon. It could start you toward getting a lot
more joy out of your guitar.

U.S. School of Music

A HOME STUDY SCHOOL SINCE 1898.

U.S. School of Music
Studio 09-613
417 South Dearborn St., Chicago, Illinois 60605

I'm interested in learning the secret of teaching myself to play the
instrument checked below. Please send me, FREE, illustrated book-
let. (Free “Note-Finder” included with Piano or Guitar booklet.)
I am under no obligation.. Check only one:

{JPiano [JGuitar (pick style)] [ Spinet Organ (2 keyboards)

Mr.
Mrs.
Miss
Address
City
State

PRINT NAME AGE (17 OR OVER)

America’s Oldest Home Study School

SRR S (L S CURS .=



OWATIOMN
SOLID
BODIES

They’re worth |

";a try!

l i

\
On the road or in the studio, Ovation
solid bodies offer serious guitarists
the most flexible electric guitar yet.
One beautiful instrument delivers the
sounds of today's most popular guitars
plus a few surprises of its own.
Advanced technology and a keen eye
for design have created the Bread-
winner and Deacon series. Both are
made from the finest Honduras Mahog-
any and equipped with a 2-full-octave,
24-fret fingerboard. And both series
benefit from Ovation’s revolutionary
breakthrough in pickup design and
function. Imagine, pickups that are
a full 20 db quieter than humbuckers,
tone and volume controls that respond
to each number on the dial and a
built-in phase switch that all combine
to create the varied sounds of the
Deacon and Breadwinner.

Ovation solid bodiés—

they're wort}n'y.

Get a free Solid Body €atalog

Write: Ovation Instruments Inc.
Greenwoods Rd., New Hartford, Conn. 06057

Name

Street

City

A KAMAN coveany

guitar and Raymond Hughey on pi-
ano. . . . Hee Haw's Lulu Roman and hus-
band, Gary, are expecting. Lulu has had
a lot of bad publicity about drugs, but
that's all in the past. She's given it all up
for the Lord. She hasn't taken drugs in three
years and says she's happy for the first
time in her life.

Wanda Jackson also has had a deep
religious experience. She says it was a
big decision to give up singing in night
clubs two years ago, when the experience
occurred. She now only plays auditori-
ums, rodeos and fair dates, and is busier
than ever. She's always sure to include
gospel tunes in her act.

Mickey Gilley

When Mickey Gilley completes the
song My Flame Is Out Burning Another
Honkey-Tonk Down, his piano goes up in
smoke. It literally brings down the
house.

Jerry and Homerline Clower gave their
son Ray, an honor graduate of Mississippi
State University, a brand new Dodge truck.
Tandy Rice, Clower's personal manager,
threw in a gift certificate for a year's sup-
ply of gasoline Johnny Cash is also
now a college man. The Man in Black put
on a cap and gown to receive an honorary
Doctor of Humane Letters degree from
National University in San Diego, Calif. In
conferring the degree, Dr. David Chigos,
the university's president, said, “Johnny
Cash's dedication and professionalism
have inspired millions throughout the
world."”

Sherry Bryce is flying high. She's joined
MCA, has a new single out, Pretty Lies,
and has recently married Jack Sanders, a
business associate of the Jim Halsey
Agency in Tulsa, Okla., and owner of
some radio stations. They were married
while circling Las Vegas in an airplane
chartered especially for the occasion. The
couple plan to live in Wichita, Kans. when
they are grounded.

Kitty Wells hosted the opening day
ceremonies of the Tennessee Bicentennial
Arts Celebration at the War Memorial
Plaza in Nashville. The Queen of Country
Music performed along with husband

Johnny Wright and son Bobby Wright,
co-star of TV's “McHale’'s Navy”
Willie Nelson’s Annual 4th of July Picnic
was held after all. Also, pians for the
Kutztown, Pa. Good Times Arts and
Music Festival are going full speed ahead.
The lineup includes the likes of Freddy
Fender, Tammy Wynette, and Emmy-
lou Harris. There are camping facilities
near the Fair Grounds where the event wili
take place labor day weekend.
Opryland is reaily going places. The
City Planning Commission approved fur-
ther development of the complex to in-
clude a luxury hotel and convention cen-
ter Cledus Maggerd made his debut
at the Opry recently, and got a rave reac-
tion from the audience. Roy Acuff was
backstage that night. He's still recupera-
ting from his heart attack, and is not quite
ready to go onstage yet. Acuff's doctor
says that Roy might be performing within
two months, however, if he continues to
progress at the current rate. . . Grant
Turner, “The Dean of Opry Announcers”
was overwhelmed by a surprise birthday
party at Tootsie's Orchid Lounge recently.
Among those gathered were Jeannie
Seely and husband, Hank Cochran,
Turner's fellow Opry-announcer, Hairl
Hensely, Fiddlin’ Sid Harkreader, one of
the Opry’'s earliest featured performers,
and the staff of Ernest Tubb's Record
Shop. Turner, 64, said “I teil you, they
sure pulled a good one on me, it was the
biggest surprise I've ever had in my life.”
Ramona Jones, (Grandpa's wife),
joined musicians from the Ozark Folk
Center, in Arkansas, to provide some

Ramona Jones

good ole mountain music for King Carl
XVI of Sweden during his bicentennial
visit to the U.S. The setting was strictly
jet set luxury at Debbie and Winthrop
Paul Rockefeller's elegant Winrock Farm,
high atop Petit Jean Mountain. The menu
and entertainment, however, were strictly
down home. There was barbecue meat,
turnip greens and cornbread, and pecan
pie. The king had seconds on everything,
and took home gifts of Ozark handicrafts,
including a cornshuck doll and a Terry
Denton woodcarving. [



This is Merle’s tribute to

railroads and tkeir place ir
America’s heritage. Includes

Red Lane’'s “The Coming And

The Going Of Trains’’, Ronnie
Reno’s “Union Station’’, Dolly
Parton’s title song, and

Merle's current hit single.

“Here Comes The Freedom Train’'.




Friends and neighbors, if you plan to jour-
ney to Music City in the immediate future,
| advise you to bring your air conditioner.
It is hot. Why it's so hot that a couple of
chicks went swimming in the nude at one
of the local pools, and that caused a
splash!

John R. Cash, one of the better good
guys was so happy with his producer,
Don Davis finding him the hit song , One
Piece At A Time that he gifted him with a
brand new, black 'n shiny '76 Fleetwood
Cadillac.. . . John Hartford in Music City
doing some recording with the Dillards.
Remember them from the old Andy Grif-
fith TV show?. . And wouldn't you know,
producer, Ron Haffkine and Shel Silver-
stein escorted Dr. Hook to the European
area for a knock 'em down and drag 'em
out six weeks. Glad to see that their LP A
Little Bit More got some good country
reviews. 'Course all my loyal readers
know that my self-penned song, Bad Eye
Bill'is on the LP.

| saw Bobby Bare dining at Irelands
with RCA Records head honcho, Jerry
Bradley. By the way, Bobby caught a big
fish last week, and got his picture in the
paper. Chuck Glaser in Glaser studio
doing a little production on Bob Shane,
who was formerly with the Kingston Trio.
By the way, Chuck is recuperating nicely
following a massive stroke in February
'75. Chuck told me, "My wife Bev went
into the chapel and prayed at St. Thomas
Hospital. | know that her prayers were
heard, because they had performed the
last rites when | was admitted.”

Jerry Reed and a bunch of other
great folks saw an advanced showing of
the new Burt Reynolds flick, Gator, also
starring Jerry Reed. Good movie. And
Jerry had a good role and done good.

Connie Eaton’s getting married, and
besides, she called my office today!!
Hear Jeannie Pruitt’s talking to WKDA's

Program Director and man-about-town,
Mike Hanes. Jeannie is an Alabamian,
very pretty and just as unpretentious as
me. Love to hear her rap. She talks a mile
a minute.

Me and Porter Wagoner stopped at the
same red light over here on the corner of
Demonbruen (call me if you can': pro-
nounce that word), and 12th. Porter was
combing his golden locks which may or
may not be store bought (the color that is).
What the heck!!! | went p'atinum, so
Porter can do what he wants to do.

Bill Monroe, who is busiern a set of
jumper cables at a country funeral these
days, what with all the bluegrass festivals,
bought himself a Siiver Eagle bus
Well, Waylon done it!! Yep, Waylon Jen-
nings and lovely Jessi Coiter broke all
records for yesterday, today, and tomor-
row at Harrah's at Lake Tahoe. Seems the
fire marshall wasn't there and they let in
too many people. So Elvis, sorry honey,
they broke your record too.

The brand new Ernest Tubb Record
Shop just off Music Row is looking mighty
fine these days, and by the time you read
this, I'm sure that the world famed Midnight
Jamboree will have moved to the new lo-
cation from Lower Broadway. Jamboree
announcer, Grant Furner says that Er-
nest and son Justin will continue their
record orders from the old location, and
of course fans will still be able to pur-
chase recordings at the historic site. But
the Saturday night picking, grinning and
singing will be from the new locale,
along with the selling of records.

Met Gwen (Mrs. Hank, Jr.) Williams at
Headmasters where she and other music
City lovelies like Jessi Colter, Tammy
Wynette and Ms. Hazel have their hair
done. Gwen may be the ex-Mrs. Wil-
liams by the time you read this . Is Tom
T. Hall going to record a bluegrass LP??
Heard that! Following the successful

S-E-X-Y (my mama won't let me say that
word) duets of Bill Anderson/Mary Lou
Turner, lovely Mary Lou has a S-E-X-Y
single on MCA, naturally .. Jessica
James and Joni Lee are MCA recording
artists who are pretty daughters of MCA
recording artist (naturally) Conway Twitty.

Love Me To Sleep Tonight on Repub-
lic Records by Mike Yager should be
picked up by a major-major label. Good
singing, great song.

Loretta Lynn’s son, Ernest Ray Lynn
traveling on the road with mama and pick-
ing guitar and sirging these days The
original Carter Sisters, June, Helen and
Anita are performing with the Johnny
Cash show these days, doing the old
Carter Family songs that we all know and
love. | cannot remember not loving coun-
try music, and | certainly cannot remember
not loving the Carter Family songs. And it
saddens me to know that Mama Maybelle
isn't feeling the best these days.

Can you believe it!! Freddy Fender do-
ing a Christmas LP already!! That's the
word | get from Lee Merson, who ought
to know. He is good friends with Huey
Meaux and Mickey Moody who produce
and engineer Fender's sessions in your
Houston area.

Jack ‘‘Cowboy’’ Clement performing
at Exit/In, dedicated a song to his soon to
be ex-brother-in-law, Waylon Jennings.
Yep, looks like there might be an end
to the Sharon/Cowboy episode. Another
good thing comes to an end Larry Gat-
lin is a great writer and performer. Could
be tne next Kristoiferson. . . Bill Monroe
records live bluegrass LP . . . His sec-
ond Monroe amazes me. His energies
are endless.

Buck Owens records in Music City for
Warner Brothers. First Music City record-
ing in five years. Tompall doing new LP.
Waylon’s new LP out by this reading.

(Continued on page 63)



% -COLUMEIA * 9 MARCAS REG @ 1976 CBS INC

e e A
Left to right: Jody Payne, Milton Carrol!, Bill Callery, Johnny Gimble, Darrell McCall, David Aflan Coe.
WILLIE NELSON |
. THE SOUND |
INYOUR MIND

mcluding
I'd Have To
Be Crazy

It You've Got
The Money
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Alabel just for Willie and his friends.
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Charley Pride Digs Chinese Food

“l have been lucky—blessed in fact,”
beams country super-star Charley Pride,
“on the number of truly fantastic cooks in
my family. First and foremost, there was
my mother. She was a whiz at almost
every Southern delicacy you can name—
from fruit preserves and pies to collard
greens and black-eyed peas and corn-
bread. Every time [ have a sweet potato
pie I think of her! My dad is also an ex-
cellent cook. But please don't let me forget
my wife Rozene! She's more than a good
cook. She's creative in the kitchen and is
not afraid to use her imagination. Rozene
had a good teacher, though—her mother.
It’s a wonder they just don't roll me down
the road! But then all mothers and wives
are good cooks, right?”

Charley and Rozene live in a beautiful
12-room contemporary house on one acre
of land in suburban Dallas, with their
three children, Dion, and Angela, and
Kraig who graduated high school last
year. The Prides share their roost with
their dogs, a Yorkie and a German shep-
herd.

Rozene says that the only thing her hus-
band “enjoys more than eating when he
gets home from the road is just sitting in
his easy chair and watching television.”
For relaxation, Charley also goes out an-
nually for spring training with a ball
league in Florida (he once plaved baseball
for Memphis and Detroit in the Negro
American League). Rozene spends much
of her spare time bowling (she has parti-
cipated in several Dallas and regional
tournaments) and, of course, cooking.

“Charlie comes from Sledge, Mississip-
pi,” she says, ““so vou can please him with
anything reallv Sontthern, But I have also
discovered he has a weakness for Chinese
food. So I try to combine the two.”

ROZENE’S CHINESE CHICKEN SALLAD

One frying chicken—marinated, baked,
and shredded.

Use this basic marinade recipe:

| cup sov

Y2 cup sherry

1 clove of minced garlic
Va to Y2 cup sugar

1 tsp. minced ginger

Combine all ingredients. Marinate meat
several hours or overnight.

enjoyed good cooking.

So his wife, Rozene, has had a

pretty tough act to follow
in that department.

Here are her favorite Chinese dishes.

by ELLIS NASSOUR

For the chicken salad:

Shredded chicken

4 green chopped onions

6 to 8 rakkyzd (scallious)
2 tsps. white sesame seeds
1 tsp. sesame oil

I tsp. dry mustard

1 tsp. holsin

Mix ingredients thoroughly, then add 2
Ib. won ton (optional).

SWEET & SOUR BAKED BEANS

I can (1 Ib. 11 oz, New England-stvle

baked beans, undrained

I can (1 Ib) dark red kidney beans,

drained
1 can (1 lb.) green hhma beans, drained

2 small (5 0z.) cans dried lima beans,

10

drained

8 slices bacon

4 large onions

1 tsp. salt

I tsp. dry mustard

Y2 to 1 cup brown sugar

Va tsp. garlic powder (optional)

Pan fry bacon till crisp and drain. Peel
onions and cut into rings. Place them in
skillet. Add sugar, mustard, garlic
powder, salt, and vinegar. Cook 20 min-
utes, covered. Add onion mixture to
beans, then follow with ¢crumbled bacon.
Pour into 3 qt. casserole. Bake in mod-
erate oven (350°) for 1 hour. Yield: About
12 servings.

SWEET & SOUR PORK

1 Ib. pork, cubed

1 green bell pepper

1 yellow onion

I carrot

1 small can pineapple chunks
Y4 cup cornstarch

Ya cup flour

2 tsp. oil

1 tsp. soy sauce

Marinade

' cup sherry
V2 cup soy
3 tsps. cornstarch

Marinate pork for at least one hour. Cut
pepper and onion into inch squares. Slice
carrot thin. In a paper bag, coat pork
with ¥ cup flour and % cup cornstarch.
Deep fry the pork (in a wok, if possible)
and set aside in warm oven. Stir-fry
pepper, onion, carrot, and pineapple in
oil for I minute. Remove from wok, drain
and pour over pork cubes. Serve meat and
vegetables with rice and a bowl of sweet-
and-sour sauce*.

*Sauce

Y4 cup sugar

Ya cup soy

s cup plus 2 tsps. red wine vinegar
% cup water

3 tsps. cornstarch

"2 tsp. garlic powder

Mix all ingredients. Cook over low heat
till thickened, stirring constantly. [ ]



Midnight shoot-outs...duels at dawn...
Law and Order...Frontler Style!

Western History Collection University of Oklahoma
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Hangings were often heralded by
invitations to the press and other
interested parties.

Montana Historical Soclety

3
- Dy
A grim squad of Union Pacific
riflemen rides in a special
train, hunting Butch
Cassidy’s Wild Bunch.

The Gunfighters

is yours to enjoy free for10 days
as your introduction to

THE OLD WEST

an extraordinary series from
TIME-LIFE BOOKS

In the bad old days of “the great equalizer,” a gun-
/' fighter would just as soon shoot a man as look at him.
It was a time when a boy of 15 like Billy the Kid could
casually whip out his six-shooter and kill a man for an
idle insult. It was a time of impatient vigilantes, raw
frontier justice and outlaws who burned down court-
houses out of plain cussedness. It was the era, the hey-
day, the prime time of the gunfighter.

Now, TiME-LIFE BOOKS invites you to see for
yourself what it was actually like to live within range of
the gunsights of the West’s most dangerous gunslingers
— outlaws like the James gang, the Daltons, Butch
Cassidy . .. and lawmen like the ruthless Ben Thomp-
son, and Bat Masterson, credited with killing one man
for every year of his life. The Gunfighters is your intro-
ductory volume to The Old West, an extraordinary
series which brings to roaring life all those dauntless
men and women who opened and settled the West. In

such superbly narrated, magnificently illustrated

volumes as The Cowboys, The Indians, The Soldiers,

b The Trailblazers, and The Forty-niners, yow'll experi-

ence the huge adventure of the Old West as it really was. Enjoy The
Gunfighters free for 10 days. Mail the order form today.

Beer and law receive equal billing at Roy Bean’s

In the wake of a card-game quarrel, a vengeful cowhand
dlSpalCheS one player and mortally wounds another in
M. Russell’s Dearh of a Gambler.

“God did not make all
and men equal,” Westerners
were fond of saying,
**Colonel Colt did.””

Padded covers hand-rubbed for antique leather
look, embossed in Western saddle design.
240 pages, some 250 illustrations. 82" x 117
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TIME-LIFE BOOKS TIME
TIME & LIFE BUILDING LIFE |
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 NOOKS

I Yes, I would like to examine The Gunfighters. Please send it to me
for 10 days’ free examination — and enter my subscription to THE
I OLD WEST. If I decide to keep The Gunfighters, 1 will pay $7.95
I ($8.95 in Canada) plus thipping and handling. I then will receive
future volumes in THE OLD WEST series, shipped a volume at a
| time approximately every other month. Each is $7.95 ($8.95 in
Canada) plus shipping and handling and comes on a 10-day, free
| examination basis. There is no minimum number of books that I
must buy and I may cancel my subscription at any time simply by
I notifying you.

I If I do not choose to keep The Gunfighters, 1 will return the book
!

and I will not be under any future obligation.

Name (Please Print)

Address Apt.

|
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
within 10 days, my subscription for future volumes will be canceled, |
I
I
I
I
|
|
|
|
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Hank
Williams
Day

In Ala.

The Third Annual Hank Williams Mem-
orial Celebration, held near Hank’s birth-
place in Georgiana, Ala.,, drew an en-
thusiastic crowd of more than 6,000 fans.
The crowd got a chance to mingle with
friends and relatives of their late hero,
and whooped and hollered during day-
long concerts—mostly local talent—gene-
rously sprinkled with Williams' tunes. The
highlight of the event, was the arrival of
Hank's son, Hank Williams Jr., who treat-
ed the crowd to an hour of picking and
singing. It was only Hank Jr.'s second
public appearance since his near-fatal fall
from a Montana mountain some months
ago. Hank seemed in fine spirits as he
signed autographs, and posed for pictures
beside the historical marker commemor-
ating his father’s birthplace.

ELAINE HOBSON MILLER

Photo: T.R. Ishmael

Hank Williams Jr.

JIMMIE RODGERS’ PAL
IS OUT OF PRISON

Raymond E. Hall,
the man who says
he wrote a number
of Jimmy Rodgers’
songs, is out of
prison and living in
Memphis, Tennes-
see. Hall, now 73,
was featured in our
February, 1975 is-
sue, in a prison
interview descripb-
ing his friendship with Rodgers in the
twenties and thirties.

That story jogged the memories of
many readers, among them Memphis

Photo: Charlyn Zlotnik

songwriter, Daisy Bobb. *| used to hear
my mother talk about Jimmie Fodgers
and a Mr. Hali,” Ms. Bobb relates. “My
mamma knew Jimmie Rodgers because
her father was a railroad man like Jimmie
was. | wrote to Mr. Hall and founc out it
was the same man.” The songwriter
evertually volunteered to be Hall’'s spon-
sor, thus facilitating his release.
Currently, Hall's more recent songs
have been brought around by Daisy Bobb
to the offices of Johnny Cash, Charley
Pride and others. As for his ctaims on the
Rodgers material, Hall's attorney, Ken-
neth Mahand, says "“we're making an
investigation.” |

THE MARSHALL TUCKER BAND
While armies of Nashville musicians are burning prayerful candles with the hopes
of putting a cross-over country hit on the pop charts, the Marshall Tucker Band,
one of the South's premier rock groups, has accomplished exactly the opposite.
Their Fire on the Mountain, a tribute to fellow southern rocker, Charlie Daniels,
was an instant success on the country charts. There's also the recent Hank
Williams Jr. album, featuring the Tuckers' Toy Ca dwell pickin’, and two Marshall
Tucker standards, Losin' You and Can’t You See. Not to mention a gold record
for the Marshall Tucker Band album.
Bassist Tommy Caldwell (Toy's brother) feels the group—which hails from
Spartanburg, S.C.—did not attract its country following by accident:
“Country pickers have always known that there really wasn't any difference
in the music. Everything we say, write and play is country-tinted. That's our rcots.
MICHAEL BANE




OPRY STARS GO COMMERGIAL

Hank Snow, Faron Young, Jan Howard, and Jean Shepard are the Fender Musical
Instruments’ singing spokesmen on the company's Grand Ole Opry radio commer-
cials for the 1976-77 season. The commercials will give the four artists a chance to
show off their own talents as well as Fender products, tackling tongue-twisting lyrics
such as these: “Pick the guitar that picky pickers pick,” and “picky pickers pick a
Fender.”

Each of the four stars was selected because of his great popularity in the country
music field. Hank Snow, the “singing ranger,” has been one of the best-loved country
performers since the forties—his first ap-
pearance on the Grand Ole Opry was in
1950. Jan Howard first appeared on the
Opry in the early '60s and has had a sub-
stantial string of hits. Jean Shepard, with
28 albums to her credit, is also a frequent
performer on the show. Faron Young has
recorded 500 songs in 22 years and can
be seen on a wide range of national tele-
vision shows, ranging from interviews on
NBC's Today to country-western specials
in both the United States and Canada.

Hank, Jan, Jean, and Faron will display
the virtues of five Fender products—elec-
tric guitars, electric basses, banjos, am-
plifiers and the new Fender steel guitars,
in the commercials.

JIL. introduces the All-lh-One for one and alll
The first combination Citizens Band
AM/FM/MPX Stereo Cassette Player

For the high adventure of mobile CB . . . the suave savoir faire of hi fi stereo
playing the latest cassettes . .. the dashing aplomb of great AM and FM-stereo
reception — only J.I.L. has just the right car stereo to offer the man-about-town.
It’s the in-dash 606CB, J.I.L.'s latest sequel to the original thriller — that sly
852CB 8-track/CB/radio combination unit. En garde!

For complete information on

J.I.L.’s CB-combination
units and other fine radios
and radio-combinations for g l@ @ Corporation of America, Inc.

the car, write Dept. A 737 W, Artesia Blvd., Compton, CA 90220

Channing
& Pierce
Team Up

Carol Channing, one of the brightest stars
of the Broadway stage, has gone coun-
try. The “Hello, Dolly” girl was in Nash-
ville to record an album with none other
than Webb Pierce.

“I'm really delighted,” says Carol.
“Anyone can find common ground with
Webb. He's such a nice person.”

While in Nashville, Carol and Webb ap-
peared on the Captain Kangaroo TV show,

Left to right: Bob Kesshan (Captain Kanga-
roo), Carol Channing and Webb Pierce.

singing “Tennessee,” a new Pierce song
which will be on the album. The dynamic
duo even did a medley together on the
Grand Ole Opry.

Carol does not think all this is so un-
usual.

“I think | have a right to sing country,”
she maintains. “It's inside me. My father
was from Augusta, Ga. He knew the
songs from the Georgia pines. | learned to
sing by singing with him."”

CALLING ALL
COUNTRY COOKS

Here at Country Music we're trying to
put together a good, essential recipe book
for down-home country cooking—the tra-
ditional and not-so-traditional country
dishes that could just disappear in the
next twenty years or so. We need your
help in this project. We’ve already gotten
many recipes from the stars of country mu-
sic. Now we're looking for your recipes.

if your personai recipe or recipes are
published, you'll receive full credit in the
book, plus your own free copy of the book
as soon as it's published, so don't forget
to include your name and address. If pos-
sible, please also include a photo of your-
self for possible publication.

Please send your recipes to:

“Country Cooking"
Country Music Magazine
475 Park Avenue South
New York, N.Y. 10016




THERE IS ONLY ONE UNCLE JIM O’NEAL - OFTEN IMITATED - BUT NEVER EQUALLED

Record Albums *5%¢ Val. - Limited Special *2°¢ ea. - (outside USA $3*°)

Send Check or Money Order — No C.0.D.’s. Add 50¢ to Total Amount for Handling and we pay
postage — FREE CATALOG INCLUDED. Uncle Jim O’Neal, Box A-CM, Arcadia, California 91006

ROY ACUFF . CS-1034 SPECIAL $2.98

Night Train To Memphis; | Saw The Light; Were You
There When They Crucified My Lord; Mule Skinner
Blues; Waiting For My Call To Glory; Great Speckied
Bird; Wreck On The Mighwoy; Fire Ball Mail; Ten-
nessee Waltz; Wabash Cannon Ball; Freight Train
Blues; Lonesome Old River Blues; It Won't Be Long;
The Devil’s Train; If | Could Hear My Mother Pray
Again.

EDDIE ARNOLD - ANL1-1078 SPECIAL $2.98

What's He Doing In My World; Bouquet Of Roses;
Anytime; 1'll Hold You In My Heart; Just A Little
Lovin® Will Go A Long Way; Cattle Caoll; Make The
World Go Away; You Don't Know Me; That's How
Much | Love You; | Really Don't Want To Know.

GENE AUTRY - CS-1035 ALBUM SPECIAL $2.98
Mexicaly Rose; Boots And Soddle; Have | Told You
Latey That | Love You; You Are My Sunshine; South
Of The Border; Sioux City Sue; Mule Train; Someday
You'll Woant Me To Want You; Goodnight lrene; |
Love You Because; That Silver Hoired Daddy Of
Mine; Red River Valley; Buttons And Bows; Bock
In The Saddle Again.

TYERESA BREWER - ANL1-1131 SPECIAL $2.98

(Put Another Nickel In) Music, Music, Music!; Let
Me Go, Lover; lJilted; Ricochet; Bo Weevil; A Sweet
Old Fashioned Girl; Till | Woltz Again With You;
What A Wonderful World; A Tear Fell; Pledging
My Love; Empty Arms.

THE BROWNS - ANL1-1083 - SPECIAL $2.98

The Three Bells (Les trois cloches); You Can't Grow
Peaches On A Cherry Tree; The Old Lamplighter; |
Heard The Bluebirds Sing; Scarlet Ribbons (For Her
Hair); Then L'll Stop Lloving You; Send Me The
Pillow You Dream On; Here Today And Gone To-
morrow; Looking Back To Sea; Shenandoah; 1| Toke
The Chance; They Call The Wind Moria.

THE ORIGINAL CARTER FAMILY - ANL1-1107 $2.98
Keep On The Sunny Side; The Winding Stream; My
Cinch Mountain Home; ‘Mid The Green Fields Of
Virginia; Bury Me Under The Weeping Willow; Over
The Garden Wail; Motherless Children; The Evening
Bells Are Ringing; The Homestead On The Fa.m;
Cowboy Jock; Longing For Old Virginia; The Foggy
Mountain Top; The Poor Orphan Child; This Is Like
Heaven To Me; Picture On The Wall; Will You Miss
Me When I'm Gone?

JOHNNY CASH - C33087 SPECIAL $2.98

Precious Memories; Rock Of Ages; OId Rugged
Cross; Softly And Tenderly; In The Sweet By And
By; Just As | Am; Forther Along; When Hhe Roll
Is Called Up Yonder; Amazing Grace; At The Cross;
Have Thine Own Woy Lord.

COUNTRY HITS OF THE '40s - SM 884 $2.98
Smokel Smoke! Smoke! (That Cigarette} Tex Wil-
Wokeley); Divorce Me C.0.D. (Merle Travis); There's
lioms); Slipping Around (Margaret Whiting/Jimmy
A New Moon Over My Shoulder (Tex Ritter); Pistol
Pockin® Mama (Al Dexter); Mule Train (Tennessee
Ernle Ford); You Are My Sunshine (Jimmie Davis);
One Has My Name, The Other Has My Heart (Jimmy
Wakely); | Love You Because {Leon Payne); Oklo-
homa Hills (Jack Guthrie).

COUNTRY HITS OF THE '50s - SM 885 $2.98
Sixteen Tons {Tennessee Emie Ford); Gone (Ferlin
Husky); A Satisfied Mind (Jean Shepard); The Wild
Side Of Life (Hank Thompson); Loose Talk {Freddie
Hort); Young Love (Sonny James); If You Ain't
Lovin' (You Ain't Livin') (Faron Young); A Dea:
John Letter {Jeon Shepard/Ferlin Husky); You Better
Not Do That (Tommy Collins); Don't Let The Stars
Get In Your Eyes (Skeets McDonald).

18 KING SIZE COUNTRY HITS - C$5-9468 $2.98

Signed, Sealed And Delivered, Cowboy Copos; 'l
sail My Ship Alone, Moon Mullican; It's Raining
Here This Morning, Grondpo Jones; Rainbow At Mid.
night, Corlie Brothers; Seven Lonely Days, Bonnie
You; Why Don't You Houl Off And Love Me, Wayne

Rainey; Death Of Little Kathy Fiscus, Jimmy Os-
borne; Blues Stoy Away From De, Delmore Broth-
ers; Slow Poke, Hawksh Hawki T Waltz,

Cowboy Copos; Sweeter Than The Flowers, Moon
Mullican; Mountain Dew, Grandpa Jones; I'm The
Yolk Of The Town, Don Reno & Red Smiles; Next
Sunday Dorling Is My Birthday, Clyde Moody; Lone-
some 7-7203, Hawkshaw Hawkins; Death Of Honk
Williams, Jack Cardwell; How For To Little Rock,
S'a?loy Brothers; Money, Morbles And Chalk, Pop
Eckler.

RAYMOND FAIRCHILD -~ WORLD'S GREATEST COUN-
TRY BANJO PICKER - 30 GREAT TUNES - NO VO-
CALS - RRRF-254 ALBUM SPECIAL PRICE $2.98. 5
STRING BANJO-FIDDLE-MANDOLIN-DO BRO GUITAR
Whoa Mule; Carolina Breakdown; Oronge Blossom
Special; Turkey In The Straw; Little Darling Pal; Mc-
Kinley's White House Blues; Blue Gross Bugle;
Lonesome Rood Blues; False Hearted Love; Nine
Pound Hammer; Old Joe Clork; McCormick’s Picnic;
Red Wing Cripple Creek; Girl | Left Behind Me;
Under The Double Eagle; Raymond’s Talking Ban-
jo; Cotton Eyed Joe; Banjo Fling; Cumberlond Gop;
Raymond’s Banjo Boogie; Crooked Creek; Boil Them
Cabbage Down; Pretty Polly; Leaning On Jesus;
Svugar Foot Rog; Train Forty-Five; Earl's 8reakdown;
Cindy; Red River Valley; John Hardy.

LES PAUL AND MARY FORD - SM 11308 $2.98

The World Is Still Waiting For The Sunrisce; How
High The Moon; Whispering; The Best 1lhings In
Life Are Free; Lover; Bye Bye Blues; Deep In The
Blues; The World |s Waiting For The Sunrise; |
Really Don't Want To Know; Walkin' and Whistlin'
Blues; How Deep 1s The Ocean (How High Is The
Sky); I'm Forever Blowing Bubbles; Vaya Con Dios.
TENNESSEE ERNIE FORD - SM-2097 SPECIAL $2.98
Try Me One More Time; No Letter Today; Born To
Lose; Don't Rob Another Man's Castle; There'll Be
No Teardrops Tonight; Worried Mind; No One will

Ever Know; Funny How Time Slips Away; Sweet
Dreams; Tears On My Pillow; Moy You Never Be
Alone.

LEFTY FRIZZELL . CS-9288 - SPECIA!. 32.98. N
| Love You A Th d Ways; Sog , M

Mom And Dod's Waltz; Release Me; She's Gone,
Gone, Gone; Always Late; | Want To Be With You
Always; The Long Black Veil; Shine, Shave, Show-
er; A Lite Unfair; If You've Got the Money, ['ve
Got The Time.

JOHNNY HORTON - C$-8779 SPECIAL $2.98
Honky-Tonk Man; Goodbye, Lonesome, Hello ngy
Doil; 1'm Coming Home; 1 Got A Hole In My Piro-
que; She Knows Why; They'll Never Toke Her Love
From Me; Ole Slew Foot; I'm A One-Woman Man;
Sleepy-Eqed John; Everytime |'m Kissin' The
Wild One; Honky Tonk Hardwood Floor.

JOHNNY HORTON'S HITS - CS-8396 SPECIAL $2.98
The Battle Of New Orleans; $ink The Bismark; When
It's Springtime In Alaska; Whispering Pines; North
Yo Alaska; The Mansion You Stole; |I'm Ready |f
You're Willing; All For The Love Of A Girl; Coann
Che (The Brave Horse); Johnny Reb; Jim Bridger;
Johnny Freedom.

STONEWALL JACKSON - C5 9177 SPECIAL $2.98
Don't Be Angry; Life To Go; Waterloo; Smoke'Along
The Tracks; Second Choice; Why I'm Walkin'; A
Wound Time Con't Erase; Leono; Old Showboat; |
Washed My Honds In Muddy Wate; Llost In The
Shuffle.

SPIKE JONES . ANL1-1035 - SPECIAL $2.98
Cocktails For Two; William Tell Overture; Chloe;
My Old Flame; The Glow Worm; None But The
Lonely Heart; Laura; The Man On The Flying Trop-
eze; You Always Hurt The One You love; Der Fueh-
rer's Face; Donce Of The Hou:s; Hawaiion War
Chant (To-Hu-Wa-Hu-Wai) .

THE LOUVIN BROTHERS - SM 1061 SPECIAL $2.98
The Family Who Prays; Born Again; |f We Forget
God; Satan Lied To Me; God Biess Her (‘Cause She's
My Mother); Love Thy Neighbor As Thyself) ; Preach
The Gospel; Just Rehearsing; Pray For Me; Satan And
The Saint; Swing Low, Sweet Chariot; Make Him A
Soldier.

BILL MONROE AND HiS BLUE GRASS BOYS -

16 GREATEST HITS - C5-1065 SPECIAL $2.98

Rock Road Biues; Blue Moon Of Kentucky; Blue Grass
Stomp; My Rose Of Old Kentucky; Blue Grass Break-
down; The Girl In The Blue Velvet Band; Footp ints
In The Snow; Can't You Hear Me Colling; Molly And
Tenbrooks; Travelin' This Lonesome Road; It's Mighty
Dark To Travel; Wicked Path To Sin; When You Are
Lonely; Little Cabin On The Hill; Will You Be Loving
Another Man; | Hear A Sweet Voice Calling.
FIDDLIN' MUTT POSTON AND THE FARM HANDS
RRMP-173 ALBUM SPECIAL PRICE $2.98 OLD TIME
COUNTRY WALTZES-FIDDLE-DO B8RO GUITAR-STEEL
GUITAR-PIANO-ETC. - NO VOCAL

Beautiful Dreamer; In The Pines; Good Nigh# Irene;
Blue Moon Of Kentucky; Over The Waves; On Top
Old Smokey; Birmingham Jail; The Knoxville Girl;
Sweet Of Daisies; 1'tl Be All Smilth; The Lost Letter;
You're The Only Stor; Shenandooh Waltz; Kentucky
Waltz; Corolina Moon; Vaya Con Dios; Georgia
Woaltz; The Lost Walsz; The Waltz You Saved For
Me; Down In The Valley.

FIDDLIN' CLEARENCE ‘‘TATER' TATE - FAVORITE
COUNTRY WALTZES DO BRO GUITAR - OLD STYLE
COUNTRY BAND RRCT-213 ALBUM SPECIAL PRICE $2.98
Life In The Finland Wood; Bive Mountain Waltz; Vie-
ginia Girl Waltz; Blue Bonnet Waltz; Saturdoy Night
Woaltz; Our Last Waltz; Anniversary Waltz; Green
Vaolley Wal#z; Memories Waltz; Merry Go Round
Waltz; Aldora Waltz; The Sunny Waltz; Marion
Woltz; Nova Lee Waltz; lrene Waltz; The Golden
Fiddle Waltz; Rainbow Waltz; Ring Waltz; Elanor
Woaltz; Three O'Clock In The Morning.

ELVIS PRESLEY - ANL1-0971 - SPECIAL $2.98
Kentucky Rain; Fever; [t's Impossible; Jaoilhouse
Rock; Don't Be Cruel; | Got A Woman; All Shook
Up; Loving You; In The Ghetto; Love Me Tender.
ELVIS PRESLEY - ANL1-1319 — SPECIAL $2.98
His Hand In Mine; I'm Gonna Walk Dem Golden
Stairs; In My Fother's House (Are Mony Mansions);
Milky White Way; | Believe In The Man In The
Sky; Joshuo Fit The Bottle; MHe Knows Just What |
Need; Swing Down Sweet Chariot; Monsion Over The
Hilltop; If We Never Meet Again; Working On The
Building; Known Only To Him.

MAC WISEMAN - ANL1-1208 - SPECIAL $2.98
Eight More Miles To Louisville; Keep On The Sunny
Side; It Rains Just The Same In Missouri; Maoma,
Put My Little Shoes Away; City Of New Orleans;
Will The Circle Be Unbroken; Sunny Side Of The
Mountain; A Tragic Romance; Cotfish Johu; Let's Til
Go Down To The River.

You;

RAY PRICE'S GREATEST MITS - CS-8866 $2.98
Crazy Arms; You Done Me Wrong; City Lights; Invi-
tation To The Blues; I've Got A New Heartache;
Who'll Be The First; Heartaches By The Number; The
Same OId Me; Release Me; One More Time; My
Shoes Keep Walking Back To You; I'll Be There.

CHARLEY PRIDE - ANL1-0996 - SPECIAL $2.98

Intro By Bo Powell; The Last Thing On My Mind;
Just Between You And Me; | Know One; Dialogue;
Lovesick Blues; The Image Of Me; Kaw-ligo; Shut-
ters And Boords; Six Days On The Road; Streets
Of Baltimore; Got Leavin' On Her Mind; Crystal
Chandeliers; Cotton Fields.

TEX RITTER - SM 1623 - SPECIAL $2.98

| Dreamed Of A Hillbilly Heaven; Green Grow The
Lilacs; Love Me Now; High Moon; The Deck Of Cards;
Jealous Heort; Have | Stoyed Away Too Llong; Ol
Shorty; We Live In Two Different Worlds; There's A
New Moon Over My Shoulder; Jingle Jangle lingle;
The Pledge Of Allegiance.

MARTY ROBBIN'S HITS - CS$-8639 - SPECIAL $2.98
A White Sport Coot; The Story Of My Life; Ain't |
The Lucky One; The Llast Time | Saw My Heort;
!.ong Tall Saolly; The Blues Country Style; The Hang-
ing Tree; Sittin' In A Tree House; She Was Only
Seventeen; Singing The Blues; Knee Deep iIn The
Blues; Aloha-Oe.

MARTY ROBBINS HITS - CS-8435 SPECIAL $2.98

El Paso; Don't Worry; Boilad Of The Alamo; Like
All The Other Times; Is There Any Chance; Ride,
Cowboy, Ride; A Time And A Place For Everything;
Streets Of Laredo; Saddle Tramp; | Told My Meart;
Red River Valley; Big lron.

J!MMIE RODGERS - ANL1-1209 . SPECIAL $2.98
Jimmie Rodgers' Last Blue Yodel; Mississippi Moon;
My Rough And Rowdy Ways; Blue Yodel No. 9;
My Blue Eyed Jone; The One Rose; Southern Can-
nonball; long Tall Moma Blues; In The Jailhouse
Now No. 2; Peach Pikin' Time Down In Georgio;
Blue Yodel No. 1; Travelin' Blues; Mule Skinner
Blues; My Carolina Sunshine Girl; The Brokeman's
Blues; Away Out On The Mountain.

ROY ROGERS and DALE EVANS - SM-1745 $2.98
The Bible Tells Me So; Whispering Hope; Just A
Closer Walk With Thee; In The Sweet By And By;
There'll Be Peace In The Valley; Pass Me Not; It
Is No Secret; Amazing Groce; Take My Hond Prec-
ious Lord; The Love Of God:; I'd Rather Have Jesus;
How Great Thou Art.

SONS OF THE PIONEERS - ANL1-1092 - $2.98

Cool Waler; Wind; Cowboy's Dream; The Llost
Round-Up; Ridin" Home; Twilight On The Trail; Red
River Valley; Wagon Wheels; Riders In The Sky;
Blue Proirfe; Woy Out There; Empty Saddles; Tear-
drops In My Heort; Blue Shodows On The Traid;
Ridin' Down The Conyon; Timber Trail; Tumbling
Tumbleweeds; Whoopie-Ti-Yi-Yo.

CARL SMITH - CS 8737 - SPECIAL $2.98

Hey Joe; She Goes; Old Lonesome Times; Ae
You Teasing Me; | Feel Like Crying; Doorstep To
Heaven; Let Old Mother Nature Have Her Way; The
Little Girl In My Hometown; If You Saw Her
Through My Eyes; You're Free To Go; Gettin' Even;
| Overlooked An Orchid.

KATE SMITH - ANL1-1135 SPECIAL $2.98

V{hen The Moon Comes Over The Mountain; That's
Life; Born Free; The Impossible Dream (The Quest);
Climb Ev'ry Mountain; | Left My Heart In San
Francisco; You're Nobody Till Somebody Loves You;
Medley; Somebody Else |s Toking My Place; That
Old Feeling; There Goes Tot Song Again; Theme
From *‘The Sand Pebbles’ (And We Were Lovers);
How Great Thou Art; God Bless America.

KAY STAR - SM 11323 - SPECIAL $2.98
Bonaparte's Retreat; Crory; Side By Side; Oh, Lone-
some Me; The Mon Upstairs; Wheel Of Fortune;
Never Dreamed | Could Love Someone New; Make
The World Go Away; Angry; Just For A Thrill,
HANK THOMPSON . SM 1878 SPECIAL $2.98
Hu_mpfy Dumpty Heort; Squawn Along The Yukon;
Wild Side Of Life; Six Pack To Go; Oklahoma Hills;
Waiting In The Lobby Of Your Heart; Woke Up
Irene; Hangover Tavern; Rub-A-Dub-Dub; Whoa Sail-
or; Blackboard Of My Heart; New Green Light.

MERLE TRAVIS - SM 2662 - SPECIAL $2.98

Sweet Temptation; Sixteen Tons; Follow Thru; John
Henry; Three Times Seven; Fat Girl; I'm A Natural
Born Gomblin® Man; Dork As A Dungeon; I'm Sick
And Tired Of You Little Dorlin'; Nine Pound Hom-
mer; Steel Guitar Rag; | Am A Pilgrim.

DEWAYNE WEAR, CHAMPION FIDDLER . AND THE
WEAR FAMILY - RR Fiddle-121 ALLUM SPECIAL
PRICE $2.98. OLD STYLE COUNTRY MUSIC-FIDDLE-
MANDOLIN-ETC.

pnder The Double Eagle; Hond Me Down My Walk-
ing Cane; Snow Deer; Yeor Of Jubalo; Texos Reg;
Durangs Hornpipe; Wilson's Clog; Soop Suds Over
The Fence; Little Gird Dressed In Blue; Beoumont
Rog; The Irish Jig; Rickets Harnpipe; My Little
Girl; Run Boy Run; | Ain't Loving Nobody; Sailar's
Hornpipe; Shamus O'Brion Skip To My Lou; Little
Liza Jane; Red Bird Waltz; Cotton Eyed Joe; l.ish
Wash Woman; Green Corn; Climbing Up The Gold-
en Stoirs; Jordon Road; Walk Along John; Sweet
Betsy From Pike; Sally Ann,




Conway Fulfills a Dream

For one day during the month of May, Conway Twitty brought joy and smiles into the lives of an Edge-

wood, Kentucky, family which has been plagued with tragedies.

Mrs. Marion Smith has gone through three operations for cancer; her daughter Anna, 29, and son
Kenny, 15, are terminally ill with muscular dystrophy and have been crippled since they were infants;
and Mr. Smith died last year of cancer, leaving the family in debt with no money for bills, food, or
medical care. The ramshackle Smith house was aiso further endangering Anna and Kenny's life span.

Conway read in the National Enquirer of how readers donated money for a new home, trust funds, and
medical attention (to date over $165,000 has been raised—the money is administered by a Kentucky
bank). Twitty heard that he has been the bedridden Anna's life-long idol. With his own daughter Joni
seriously ill in a Nashville hospital, Conway understood even more the desperate plight of the
Smiths. Enroute to a concert date in Cincinnati, the singer detoured his $180,000 tour bus
through Edgewood to pay a surprise visit to Anna, who is paralyzed from the neck down.

Anna, who was laying in her bed gazing out of her window, was in a state of shock
when she saw the bus with Twitty’s name emblazoned on it pull up outside the house.

“Conway, Conway!” she exclaimed. “Is that really you? | can't believe my
eyes!” When Conway calmed the shrieking Anna he told her, “Honey, | just had
to come see you." He kissed Anna and presented her with a gift of tapes of all his
records. Then he pulled out his guitar and played Anna's favorites in a private
concert for an hour.

“"How would you like to sing along with me?” Conway asked Anna. She gladly
joined him in a duet of Don't Cry, Joni, the song Twitty recorded with his daughter.
“Hey, this gal has a good voice!” Conway said as Anna beamed.

“l just never expected to meet
Conway Twitty in our living room,”

Kenny explained. “Anna’'s eyes
were popping! I've never seen her
so happy. It was fabulous! This guy
has got to be a great man.”

With tears running down her face,
Anna said, “I'll treasure this day for
the rest of my life! It's been wonderful.
| still can't believe it.”
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STONEY COOPER

of Wilma Lee
and Stoney Cooper

uses
Super-Sensztzve®

STAINLESS STEEL
FIDDLE STRINGS

Available individually or in sets.
E-string in plain or flat-wound.

In better music stores or write for literature to:

SUPER-SENSITIVE MUSICAL STRING CO.
Porter Rd., R.R. 4, Box 30-V
Sarasota, Florida 33577

The Mary Hartman mania stalking the
country reared its head recently at the
Eagle Creek Saloon, a popular San Fran-

cisco country music club. Hundreds of TV
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Actress Mary Kay Place (left) plays Loretta on TV. At
right, is look-alike Susan Miller.

Soap Double Contest

and country fans thronged to
the saloon’s First Annual Mary
Hartman Look-Alike Contest.
The biggest hit that night—get-
ting even more audience reac-
tion than the numerous Mary
Hartman's on view—was
Susan Miller, who came as
Loretta Haggers—Mary's
country singing neighbor,
Susan not only looks like Lor-
etta, she took on all the soap
queen's mannerisms as She
sang country-style versions of
Born to Lose and Tom Dooley.
A country girl from Paris, Tex.,
Susan is Loretta's biggest fan:

"I think Loretta is the purest,
most sweetest person on the
show. | identify with her.”

The judges agreed. She walked off with
$50 and a kitchen TV set—the better to
watch her idol on.

HOWARD KLEIN



From being nervous and pregnant and
poor in Butcher Holler to living with wealth
and fame as the queen of country music—
this is Loretta’s own story...

than writin’,”” she found a writer to put

her story down on paper for her. But she
warns right off: “You can bet your last scrip
penny that I checked out every word...and if I
didn’t like it, out it went.”

S INCE Loretta admits she is better at ““talkin’

The result is a book that sounds just as
honest and saucy as the lady on the
records. Loretta talks about her 25-year
marriage to Doo (he told her to tell the
total truth about him—faults and all),
about her medical problems (she con-
fesses she was ruining her health with
aspirins ), about the gossip that she and
Conway Twitty have something going ¢
besides friendship, and about Nashville

behind the scenes. She doesn’t spare a poke

or two at people who would have held her

back, but she also depicts a warmer side of
Nashville life that isn’t all cash and com-

petition and tells scores of anecdotes about

the big names in country music.

Every reader will gasp at the hardships
this lady has known, and Loretta may
surprise a few of her fans when she
says “I’m not really as happy-go-lucky
as I appear. I’ve known a lot of sad

by LORETTA LYNN
as told to
George Vecsey

THE ADVANCE BOOK
REVIEWERS HAVE
FALLEN IN LOVE WITH
LORETTA’S BOOK:

"An affecting and engaging

y story that will delight her fans
’9 and may even win her some
converts. What's so refreshing

is Lynn’s complete frankness

asout what she is, who she is, and
how she feels....It’s funny, sad, in-
tense, but what makes it is Loretta
Lynn herself.”—Publishers Weekly

“The feisty, tell-it-like-it-is coal miner’s
daughter from Butcher Holler talks
about growing up dirt poor, hungry

and sexually ignorant....George
Vecsey wrote this down for her, but
you'll hear her voice all right, that
strong, high mountain twang...
real and earthy—like Loretta.”
—Kirkus Reviews

16 pages of photographs/$7.95
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FAN CLUB SCENE: TEX RITTER
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Left, Cathy Martindale, Mae Axton. Rt., Texas .

Jim. Below, show at Roundup.
- e SR N

Tex Ritter, the late songwriter and s'nging
cowboy of stage and screen, was always
one of the most well-loved performers in
America. His fan ciub, which was formed
in 1968, and continued on after Tex's
death in 1974, is testimony to the loyalty

4

Members of Rtterold roadshow joined
fans at 3rd Roundup, held April 24th.

Tex inspired. Texas Jim Cooper, the
club's founder, recalls, “when Tex Ritter
died on January 2, 1974, we did not know
if the club coulc continue. But the cver-
whelming response of the members who
wrote and talked to me was for going

ahead, for Tex.” Jim pledged to do that.

Jim and the club have been true to their
word. The club annually participates in
Fan Fair in Nashville and represents Tex
at nostalgia film festivals. In 1974 the club
held its First Annual Tex Ritter Roundup
and Reunion. Texas Jim reports the
crowd was ‘“small, but loyal, eagerly
watching the Ritter films and listening to
guests like the great Al Dexter praise their
friend.” Thanks to the success of the first
roundup, the Second Annual Tex Ritter
Reunion, held August 9, 1975, drew an en-
thusiastic crowd. 500 fans came to
watch more Ritter films, and hear him
honored by a host of guest speakers, in-
cluding Tex's son, Vanderbilt law student,
Tom Ritter, and Tex's nephew, Ken Ritter,
the Mayor of Beaumont, Tex. Spud
Goodale, Pete Martinez, and Leo Cherry
—members of Tex's roadshow of the 40's
and 50's—were also on hand.

The club’s dues are $2 a year in the
U.S., and $3.50 overseas. Members re-
ceive an 8x10 photo of Tex, and three
journals a year. If you're interested con-
tact Texas Jim Cooper, President, Tex
Ritter Official Fan Club, 2001 Williams
Lane, Carroliton, Tex. 75006.

BIG RIG HITS ON THE MOVE!

The trucker hits

<P A W,

Big Rig
Products of
Pickwick
International
Inc,

NAME

Hits Big Rig
Special

Send to: COUNTRY MUSIC MAGAZINE, Dept. BR
475 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016

3 BIG RECORDS FOR ONE INCREDIBLE LOW PRICE!!!

HERE ARE THE HARD DR!VING TRUCK SONGS THAT ARE MOVING
ON AMERICA’'S COUNTRY CHARTS...FROM CONVOY TO THE WHITE
KNIGHT, WOLF CREEK PASS TO A TIGER IN MY TANK, THE BIG RIG
HITS OF TODAY!!!

BIG RIG HITS: by COUNTRY ROADS

ME AND OLD C.B./ MOVIN ON/ A TOMBSTONE EVERY

MILE/ ROLL ON BIG MAMA/ PHANTOM 309/ OLD HOME

FILLER-UP AN’ KEEP ON-A-TRUCKIN’ CAFE/ CONVOY

THESE HITS PLUS A GLOSSARY OF CB TRUCKIN’ TALK
3 RECORD SET

BIG RIG SPECIAL: Trucker Hits By The Original Stars!

SIX DAYS ON THE ROAD Dave Dudley/ BIG WHEELS
SING FOR ME Johnny Dollar/ A TIGER IN MY TANK
Jim Nesbitt/ IN THE MIDDLE Charlie Wiggs/ BIG ROLLIN

MAN Johnny Dollar/ | AIN'T NEVER BEEN PASSED Jim
Nesbitt/ | SURE LIKE YOUR TRUCK Jimmy Gateley/NO
e MORE TRUCK STOPS Johnny Dollar/ RUNAWAY TRUCK

BIG MACK MY BABY'S WAITIN° TRUCK DRIVIN’ MAN
TAPES NITRO EXPRESS TRUCK DADDY ROLL TRUCK ROLL
BORN TO BE A TRUCKER all by Red Simpson.

| like yous offer. Send me the set of
BIG RIGS ON THE MOVE.

13 Record Set @ $9.70 {$8.95 plus
$.75 postage & handling).

STREET

O Tape Set @ $11.70 {$10.95 plus

CITY

$.75 postage & handling).
N.Y. State residents add sales tax.

STATE zZip

Non-U.S. residents add $2.50
extra for postage and handling.

"10-4 Good Buddy"
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Featured In "Great Country Hits, Vol. 1”: Bimbo/Jim Reeves;
The Three Bells/The Browns; Walk Softly/Wade Ray; Trade-
mark/Porter Wagonar; Please Help Me, I’'m Falling/Hank Locklin;
Young Love/Sonny James; How Much Is That Hound Dog in
The Window/Homer and Jethro; Black Mountaln Rag/Chet Atk-
ins; How Far |s Heaven/Kitty Wells; There You Go/Johnny Cash and Jack; | Can’t Stop Loving You/Don Gibson; Gotta Git
Goln’/The Davis Sisters; Birmingham Jall/Slim Whitman
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"“Great Country Hits Vol 1 & 2 contains: The 10 songs men-
tioned in Vol. 1, plus Wabash Cannonball/Eddy Arnold; Am |
That Easy To Forget/Skeeter Davis; Slow Poke/Pee Wee King;
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seas), despite the fact that he died in
1964.

But even with the glorious successes
of these singers and stylists, the 1950s,
in general, wasn’t the strongest dec-
ade for Texas music. The south-
eastern sound reigned through the
first half of the decade, while rock
and roll devoured the second.

The sixties saw an upturn, how-
ever. Willie Nelson, a native of Fort
Worth, and at the time a member of
the Nashville songwriting establish-
ment, was producing songs like Hello
Walls. Buck Owens—from Sher-
man—was bringing the sound of the
fiddle and steel guitar back to his
early classics like Excuse Me. Roger
Miller (Ft. Worth) with a style very
similar to jazzy scat singing, had hits
with Dang Me, and King of The
Road. Jimmie Dean (Plainview) again
brought country music to national at-
tention with his television show and
his big hit Big Bad John. Waylon
Jennings (Littlefield) was beginning
to attract attention as the decade
progressed. But the significance of
this period was that while the country
music establishment flirted more and
more aggressively with pop sounds,
the foundations were being laid for
yet another revolution in the music—
a revolution spearheaded by Texans.

Willie Nelson made the break with
Nashville in 1970. Although he was
doing well as a songwriter, his records
weren't selling. He returned to Texas
to straighten out his life. 1970 also
saw the first official recognition of an
“underground” song when Texas
songwriter, Kris Kristofferson won a
CMA award for Sunday Morning
Coming Down. Waylon Jennings, with
his rock-influenced beat and his un-
conventional ways, added to the waves
being made by Nelson and Kristoffer-
son, and soon the designation, “‘out-
laws™ was given to the loose group
by the press. Almost by accident, the
Texas capital of Austin became the
capital of the country outlaw nation
as well, when Willie decided to settle
there. His first Fourth of July Picnic
in 1972 served notice on country
music that the times, once again,
were changing.

Throughout Texas today, new and
old country-music forms mingle in a
pulsing, stomping tempo. While re-
cording is an important part of this
in cities like Houston, Tyler, Austin
and Dallas, the emphasis seems to be
on live music. All over the state, but
especially in Austin, clubs and out-
door concerts draw crowds of fans

Opry star, singer, Barbara Mandrell was bom
in Houston.

that are possibly the nation’s most
enthusiastic. In Austin, the accent is
decidedly on the new “progressive”
sound, with its associated outlaw
image, rebellious lyrics and often
rock-tinted instrumentation. This
progressive sound is heard more and
more frequently outside the state and
is especially appealing to youngish
country fans.

Austin has become a breakout point
for this new and revolutionary country
sound. With the Armadillo World
Headquarters, which is Austin’s
answer to the once prospering Fill-
more West, the town has become a
haven for established acts as well as
would-be writers, singers and per-
formers. This new melting pot for the
ever rich and diversified country
sounds is responsible for such acts
as Kinky Friedman and The Texas
Jewboys, Clifton Chenier, Lightin’
Hopkins® gut level blues, and Flaco
Jimenez' Tex-Mex conjunto polka-
powered sound which may be Austin’s
answer to the glitter band style.
Austin is the mecca of the Texas
music renaissance, and it’s one of the
most exciting music centers of Ameri-
ca.

The current success of the ‘‘out-
laws” is proof positive that their style
of country music has gained wide-
spread acceptance. Witness the phe-
nomenal success of Willie Nelson's
Red Headed Stranger LP, and of the
Outlaws, an LP he made with Jennings,
Jessi Colter and Tompall Glaser.

Non-outlaws from the Lone Star
State are making the country music
scene jump as well: Freddy Fender
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Augie Meyers is back in Austin, blending r&b,
rock, and country.

(from San Benito) has taken Johnny
Rodriguez’ chicano image one step
further and brought the Tex-Mex con-
junto sound out of the cleset, at last.
People like Moe Bandy and Mickey
Gilley prove that honky tonk still
lives. And the sound of western swing
has been reborn, with ex-Texas Play-
boys Tiny Moore and Eldon Shamblin
touring with Merle Haggard, while
ex-Playboy Johnny Gimble burms up
Nashville studios with his red hot
swing fiddle. In fact, a group of ex-
Texas Flayboys has reunited, and are
now making limited appearances,
while younger groups based in Austin
recreate that sound: Asleep at the
Wheel, Alvin Crow and the Pleasant
Valley Boys, and Marcia Ball and the
Misery Brothers most prominent
among them. Then there are events
such as the various festivals staged by
the Kerrville Foundation.

But for every fan of the new Texas
music, you'll find at least cne other
who remembers dancing to the music
of Bob Wills or Al Dexter. For every
lover of the Tex-Mex sound, you'll
find another fan who will tell you
Ernest Tubb and his ilk are the only
real country singers left. And for
every bearded rebel who freaks out
on pot-filled lyrics you'll find a middle
aged soul who digs only Lefty Frizzell.

So Texas Music is nothing new.
Without it, country would be some-
thing far different from the sounds we
know today. No doubt, millions would
love country just as they do today,
and country music would have sur-
vived without Texas. But we're sure
glad it hasn’t had to. n
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Here is one of several manifestations of the Light Crust Doughbovs. The group is a
Texas institution going back to 1931, when co-founded bv Bob Wills and W. .ec
“Pappy” O'Daniel. Other early Doughbovs included Leon McAulitfe, the great steel
guitarist, Milton Brown and Sleepy Johnson. Johnson later became a Texas Plavboy
as did McAuliffe. McAuliffe eventually formed his own successful band. Milton Brown
later led the short lived Musical Brownies. The Doughboys, which still perform, have
been backed almest continuously by Burrus Mills, which sponsored the group’s ea-ly

programs in Ft. Worth.

Bob Wills, still the acknowledged king
of Texas music. refined and popularized
western swing with his mixture of Dixie-
land jazz, big-band swing, country tid-
dle music and Negro blues. He created
and led the tamed Texas Playvbovs in a
career that spanned the '30s, '40s. '50s
and "60s. The band, based in Oklahoma,
California, then Texas was one of the
most professional ever. Bob's own fiddle
style is now widelv initated.

Ernest Tubb, noted for his deep-toned
deliverv, was a pioneer of the honky
tonk sound, and popularized the elec-
tric guitar on the Grand Ole Opry. He
added that instrument ta his band to
be heard over honky tonk dins. In a
single vear, 1948, Tubb had 7 top-10
hits, plus a near miss. He still tours ex-
tensivelv with his band, the Texas
Troubadors. and has one of the most
loval tollowings in music.
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The singing brakeman, Jimmie Rodgers,
became a professional singer when poor
health forced him to leave his railroad
job. He began recording for RCA in
1927 and quickly became the cra’s top
record seller, and countrv music's first
superstar. Even in those dollar-short De-
pression times, people bv the millions
shelled out their dollars for his disks.
While many of those recordings dealt
with diverse themes such as Everybody
Does it in Hawaii and Sleep Baby Sleep,
the ones best remembered today are the
mournful ones such as Waitin’ for a
Train, Travelin’ Blues, Blue Yodels No.
! through 12, and T. for Texas. A true
pathfinder for country musicians, Rod-
gers inspired a whole generation of
followers—mien like Lefty Frizzell, Er-
nie I'ubb and Hank Snow, to name just
afew.
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Cene Autry, idolized singing cowboy of the '30s, "40s, and '50s, is back
recording for Republic Kecords in Nashville. A orominent Nashville
businessman, he’s come a long way from the tenant farm in Tioga, Tex.,
where he was born. In 1929, Autry turned to show business, because he
lost his job as a telegrapher. He rapidly became a -ecording star, doing
both truditional cowboy songs, and compositions of his own, including
“That Siiver Haired Daddy of Mine,” and “‘Dust.” In 1934 he moved to
Hollywood, and pioneered an entire industry of singing westerns.
Autry, 69, is a member of the Nashville Songwriter’s Association’s Hall
of Fame and Country Music Hall of Fame.

Vernon Dalhart was country mu-
sic's first recording star. Dalhart national fame in the mid
studied voice at the Dallas Con- 1940’s with a recording of his
servatory of Music, and then song, Pistol Packin’ Mama.
went to New York to help Dexter, born n Jacksonville,

Al Dexter was catapulted to

launch the commercial country
music industry with his first re-
cordings. The Wreck of the Old
97. and the Prisoner’'s Song in
1924,

Tex., formec the highly popu-
lar Texas Trooper's in the "30s.
Though retired, Al can still
knock ‘em dead with his ver-
sion of Pistol Packin’ Mama.
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Tex Ritter was a natural to gain fame as a movie cow-
boy, and singer-songwriter in the Western mode. He
was born on a cattle ranch in Panola County, Tex., a
setting much like the movie westerns he ater starred
in. He started out wanting to become a lawyer, bat he
left college in the 1920°s. to perform on radio shows in
New York, including the original Lone Ranger radio
series. He went on to siar in more than 50 western
movies. He died in 1974, at the age of 68.

Flovd Tillman. born in Rvman, Oklahoma, moved to
Post, Tex. as a child A prolitic songwriter (his hits
include I Love You So Much It Hurts, It Makes No Dif-
ference Now. and Slippin” Around). Flovd is one of the
most enduring artists on the Texas music scene. In the
'30s he put his mancolin, banjo and guitar skills to
work in Post honkvtonks. In 1935 he moved to Hous-
ton, playing western swing with the Blue Ridge Play-
bovs. Tillman, one of the first countiv musicians to
play anelectric guitar, is today a kev tigure in Austin.
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Super Special!l All these
Columbia, Columbia/
Lone Star, Monument and
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WILLIENELSON
THE SOUND

including:

’'d Have To
Be Crazy

If You've Got
The Money
I've Got

The Time

That Lucky
Oid Sun

Mediey: Funny
How Time Slips
Away-Crazy-
Night Life

The Best Of
JOHNNY DUNCAN

including:

INYOURMIND | =Sy izt

GFORG E JONES
THE BATTLE

including:
| Still Sing The Old Songs
WeanMe/Bzby,There's Nothing Like You
The Nighttime (And My Baby)/ The Battle

|
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DAVIDALLAN COE | KATY MOFFATT

including:
Can't Help Lovin' That Man
Easy Come,Easy Go
1 Can Almost See Houston From Here
Another Magic Moment in Show Biz
She Calls Me “Baby”

_[)Gﬂ?/tal'ﬂd Redneck
including:
Free Born Rambling Man
Family Reunion/Living OnThe Run
When She's Got Me (Where She Wants Me)
DakotaThe Dancing Bear, Part It

Hank Williams,

You Wrote i iﬁ’ The First Showboat/Jukin’ Luke/Jaded Lover

Featuring:
The Biggest Airport inThe World
including:
I'm The Horiky Tonk On Loser's Avenue
You've Got A Lovin’Comin’/The Hard Times
'm Not As Strong As | Used To Be

REMEMBERING..THE
GREATEST HITS OF
BOB WILLS

including;
New San Antonio Rose/Steel Guitar Rag
Mexicali Rose/Comne Corrina/Spanish Two Step

MILTON CARROLL

Larry Gatlin
WITH FAMILY
& FRIENDS

including:

Brokenlady

Maggie Lou's
Massage Parlor
Blues
Odetotheroad

Silence Of
The Mornin’

Dealt A
Losing Hand

BILL CALLERY

including:

Leroy/The Pot Can’'t Call The Kettle Black

BLUE SKIES

including:

Sweet Country Music
You Don't Know What You Got
Till You Lose It
Sing All Night/Life's Twisting Road
Good Old Rock & Roll




Jim Reeves’ mellow rendering of country
ballads has kept his records in demand

long after his death in a 1964 plane One of country music’s finest religious-song groups is the Chuck Wagon Gang, formed in
crash. The former Panola County farm Texas back in the 1930’s. Like many Texas musicians, they created a vivid new style of
boy’s hits included: Mexican Joe, Four presenting their music, by blending religious songs with heavy doses of western music and
Walls, and He’ll Have to Go. country. The result was copied by many.

Lefty Frizzell, the son of a Corsicana oil
driller, was influenced by Jimmie Rodgers,
but in turn left his mark on Willie Nelson,
Merle Haggard, and Stoney Edwards to
name a few. His hits, stretching from the
50’s to the 70’s included, I Want to Be
With You Always, If You’ve Got the
Money, I've Got the Time, I Can’t Get
Over You. Until his death last year, Lefty
was turning out great records, primarily
using songs he’d written himself. His pop-
ularity never regained its early peak, how-
ever, despite his awesome talent.

Eldon Shamblin (left) and Tiny Moore are two of the many Texas Play-
boys still making country music. Shamblin set the style for western swing
rhythm guitar, using a smoothly flowing bass line. Moore gives out with
great licks on fiddle and electric mandolin. Both these fine musicians now
tour with Merle Haggard.
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A native of Franklin County, Bill Boyd grew up as an
honest-to-goodness cowboy, could rope, ride and sing at
an early age. Began singing for pay in his teens, later
had a radio show on WRR, Dallas, that ran from 1932
into the ’60s. He recorded for RCA for over 20 years,
turning out over 300 records with his group, the
Cowbhoy Ramblers. Titles include Homecoming Waltz,
Shame on You, Drifting Texas Sand, Lone Star Rag
and so on. Yet, he is probably known to far more people
as a star of western thriller movies than as a singer. Well
into the post-World War II era, his adventure movies
were mainstays on late-night TV shows throughout the
nation.




Outside (left) WRCP looks calm. Inside. Manager Mills
Program Director. Baker, say it's another story.

(left) and

WRCP

Another busy day at WRCP for Mills and his secretary, Mona,

Takes Philly CountryQut of the Closet

Would you believe—with country
music the biggest thing since canned
beer, in Philadelphia country music is
something people listen to ‘‘behind
closed doors.” Well it's true. But
Philly radio station WRCP FM has
gone a long way in bringing country
music out of the closet.

WRCP (104.5 FM on the dial) has
had its all-country format since Sept-
ember, 1967 when it shed the call let-
ters WIMIJ and a middle-of-the-road
format.

Matt Mills, WRCP's manager, has
been in country radio for nine years.
He spent three years at WEEZ, in
Chester, Pennsylvania before joining
WRCP as a salesman six years ago.
Mills, who was promoted to manager
in January, 1975, finds Philadelphia’s
**closet country” phenomena puzz-
ling. “It's strange, in these sophisti-
cated seventies, those who like classi-
cal music admit it—but they just can't
muster the courage to say they like
country music.” Mills met scores of
people who say, ““Yes, we like country
music but don’t tell anyone.”

by BOB GALLAGHER

Nevertheless, in or out of the closet,
Philly country music fans are plenti-
ful—and WRCP is doing its best to
reach them. And with great success.

WRCP has formed a club called
“Country.” It boasts 10,000 mem-
bers. These are the people who are
called by telephone on special promo-
tions, and who have an opportunity to
win prizes. Noting that many country
music devotees also are CB enthu-
siasts, the station recently otfered a
WRCP car sunvisor with CB lingo
printed on it. Within 10 days after the
promotion started, 2,000 visors had
been requested.

Another important part of WRCP’s
country campaign are station spon-
sored trips to places like Nashville,
Wheeling and Daytona. Right now,
they're planning a flight to Hawaii.

Frank Baker, the station’s program
director, plus a DJ, thinks the efforts
have gone far in drawing out the
*“closet listeners.”

Baker converses easily. His air ap-
proach is conversational and on a one-
to-one basis. Says he never thinks of
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talking to a big crowd. And yet, dur-
ing his 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. air stint, he
commands one of WRCP’s largest
audiences.

WRCP has six full-time personali-
ties. Baker describes his staff as warm
and friendly, but breezy in spots.

“*We all run ‘tight boards’,” he ex-
plained, *“but we do it without the
stereotyped rock and roll screaming.”

Mills and Baker agree that country
music is here to stay and that country
music fans are the best kind.

*“Country music has been good to
WRCP,” Mills stated. “And we be-
lieve that we have been good to the
country music listener. Qur audience
is loyal to us and to our sponsors.” He
points out that there are some 8,000
radio stations in the United States and
that about 2.500 are country music.

Mills often wonders what would
happen if ad agency media buyers ever
discovered just how powerful a sales
tool WRCP really is.

“We're doing well,” he muses.
*“But it would be profitable and fun
solving that kind of problem.” B



Now learn to play the banjo
even if you can’t read music...

EARL SCRUGGS MAKES
ITAS SIMPLE AS ABC!

g | Now let the banjo master himself, Earl Scruggs, teach you
) | how to play the banjo the way it should be played. Earl’s
book is probably the most complete book of its kind ever

AND THE written. It teaches you how to play the.banjo...read music
...read banjo tablature...even how to build your own
banjo. The book also gives you insight into the "'Scruggs
picking style’” and the reasons behind it. And there’s an
exciting history of the banjo containing the people who
made it what it is today. You'll even find a biography of
Earl complete with many great photos.

Because EARL SCRUGGS AND THE 5-STRING BANJO
utilizes music notation, banjo tablature, pictures, illustra-
tions and easy-to-understand instructions, you don’t even
have to read music to use this book. There’s also a separate
section containing the music to 32 of Earl’s favorite songs,
all recorded by him. |f you already play, or have always
wanted to play the 5-string banjo, don’t miss this big 82"
by 11", 156 page book.

EARL SCRUGE

5 STRING BANJO INSTRUCTION ALBUM
A0 5

PEER INTERNATIONAL CORPORATION
1740 BROADWAY ¢ NEW YORK, N. Y. 10019

Available In Both Hardcover And Giant Softcover

00 EARL SCRUGGS AND THE 5-STRING BANJO
HOFCICOV@F‘ $]5 INSTRUCTION LP - This is the companicn in

$ 95 struction LP which ccordinates with the BOOK.
SOH’COV@[‘- ]2 You can hear Earl Scruggs play and explain the
| 1— Rk | LP $695 exer use‘s ontained in the BOOK. This car b;e of
£ great help to you as you will be able to see the
nS rUCTlonO exercises written, hear Earl explain them and
then hear him play them as they should be.

City_ L » New York State residents add appropriate szles tax.

: réqg):L:J('ilr"?gY{?\AUSIf’ MAGAZINE MQO96  Please rush me the following (SSREN NG oSy Rl :
2 ) ;’ (J Earl Scruggs and the 5-String Banjo softcover pook and instructional LP

l 475 Park Avenue South ; i
New York N.Y. 10016 $19.9C plus $.75 postage and handling ($20.65

| L . O Eart Scruggs and the 5-String Banjo hardcover book and instructional LP I

B Enclosed is my paymentof §_____ $21.9% plus $.75 postage and handling ($22.70

] - O Softcover book only @ $12.95 plus $.50 postage and handling ($13.45) §

| — O Hardcover book only @ $15.00 plus $.50 postage and handling ($15.50) B

: Street___ 0O Instructional LP only @ $6.95 plus $.50 postage and handling ($7.45) B

)

)

State Zip Foreign orders add an extra $2.50 postage
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RECORDS

THERES GOLD

IN THEM THERE BINS

by RICH KIENZLE

B ack when I was around 17,
my musical tastes leaned
toward such downhome blues shouters
as Lightnin’ Hopkins, John Lee Hooker
and Howlin’ Wolf, which created a
problem. Finding their records in
Western Pennsylvania was about as
likely as finding an orange grove in
Antarctica. One afternoon I was try-
ing to kill some time in the local rec-
ord mart, and found there was a half
hour of time on my hands and nothing
left to look through—except the bud-
get record bins. No way, I thought,
could there be anything worthwhile in
there. But against my better judgment
I started sifting through the bins and
was immediately shocked to find legit-
imate albums by Lightnin’, Hooker
and Wolf on a budget line label.

What, you ask, is the connection
between the above anecdote and coun-
try music? One reader of this maga-
zine summed it up last year in a letter
to the editor:

“Have you checked your bargain
bins lately? Albums that you used to
have to send to Nashville for at great
expense are now being offered at 99¢
to $1.99! If you wart to build a library
of the finest honest country music. . .
try a bargain counter. "’

A bargain album is usually one of
two distinct types: cutouts or budget
line. Cutouts are older (and occasion-
ally newer) albums that were original-
ly released at full price and that, for
one reason or another, have been de-

leted from the record company cata-
log and are being sold at reduced
prices in the interest of liquidating
the stock. They get their name from
the clipped corner, notch or small hole
in the sleeve. Budget line releases
are created by two very different types
of record companies. Several of the
major record companies maintain
special labels on which they release
older recordings by their artists at
low prices. There are also small in-
dependent budget labels which will
pay another record company for use of
its releases, a process called leasing.
Cutouts. Trying to determine every-
thing available on the bargain market
at a given time is practically impossi-
ble for a number of reasons. For one
thing, some cutouts aren’t official, but
are merely unsold items dumped into
a bargain bin by a record dealer who's
either sick of looking at them, needs
the space or both.

Among the *‘Official” cutouts to
look for are those releases dropped
from the catalog when Decca became
part of MCA three years ago. Hittin'
The Road and On Tour, both fantas-
tic live Ernest Tubb albums recorded
in the days when Cal Smith and Jack
Greene were apprenticing with the
Texas Troubadours, with vocals by
both, were among those dropped.
Among the other Tubb albums de-
leted were Ernest Tubb Sings Hank
Williams, a sacred album, a live Mid-
night Jamboree and four superb al-
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bums by the Texas Troubadours that
feature country jazz instrumentals
so hot they almost melt the vinyl.
There were also albums by Loretta
Lynn, Webb Pierce (including The
Wondering Boy, his first 12" LP), the
two-record Bill Anderson Story, a Bob
Wills set, and others by Kitty Wells,
Wilma Burgess, Red Foley and War-
ner Mack. These ‘‘heirlooms’” can
sometimes be found in the budget

bins—if you look carefully.
Columbia/Epic deleted a ton of al-
bums about a year ago, among them
some classics that should be in every-
one’s collection: Greatest Hits of Little
Jimmy Dickens, Johnny Horton, Ray
Price, Carl & Pearl Butler, The Chuck
Wagon Gang, Stonewall Jackson,
Tammy Wynette, David Houston,
Carl Smith, Marty Robbins, Johnny
Cash, Lefty Frizzell (virtually the
same album recently released as Re-
membering. ..), and Bill Monroe.
The Monroe set features selections re-
corded from 1945-49 when Lester
Flatt and Earl Scruggs were with the
Bluegrass Boys, making what many
consider to be the definitive bluegrass
music. There’s Ray Price’s tribute to
Bob Wills, San Antonio Rose, an al-
bum of Flatt and Scruggs’s historic
1962 Carnegie Hall concert, Johnny
Cash’s Folsom Prison and San Quen-
tin albums, 16 King-Size Country
Hits, which contains songs leased
from King records, several of Charlie
(Continued on page 60)



HE CAN THROW A PUNCH
WITH A SONG, GET THAT
WONMAN BACK WITH
THE NEXT. AND
HAVE YOU LAUGHING
WHEN YOU FEEL LIKE
CRYING ON THE THIRD.

Hoyt Axton’s been writing hit songs that people
enjoy since the Sixties. Among the superstars who've
recorded his songs are, John Denver, Glen Campbell,
Tanya Tucker, Anne Murray, and Waylon Jennings.

More recently, Hoyt’s been racking up a few hits of
his own including his latest “Flash Of Fire; from his
new album “Fearless”

“Fearless” by Hoyt Axton is some of the best times
you ever had with an album.

HOYT AXTON “"F'EARLESS™
ON A&NM RECORDS & TAPES

Produced by David Kershenbaum
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Coll}fltry Music Story

This beautiful book tells the whole colorful story of Country
Music—its origins and history, its varieties, its stars and innovat-
ors. There are hundreds of photos of musicians and Country
Music memorabilia. Here is the exciting world of early hillbilly
music right up to the Nashville Sound. You’'ll see and read about
the early stars of the 20s like Eck Robertson, Carson Robison,
Fiddlin’ John Carson and other immortals; and on through the A \
Carter Family, Jimmie Rodgers, Gene Autry, Roy Acuff and .;‘;&J d»-r
hundreds more. They are all here in one of the best written, most

colorful books available. Comes in hardback with 3-color jacket... - - '
256 great pages...7 1/4"" x 10 1/4"*. s i ; N ‘

ONLY $7.95 A

picture history of Country and Western music
Robert Sheitan and Burt Goldbiaty

My Husband '
Jimmie Rodgers

It’s the whole, true, behind-the-scenes story of country music’s
legendary Jimmie Rodgers, written by the woman who knew him
best, his wife. Recently re-released by the Country Music Found-
ation, this revealing volume comes complete with a brand new 16
page introduction and new chronology of Jimmie’s life prepared
by Nolan Porterfieid. Now you’ll see and understand Jimmie as
you never have before. You’ll share memories of his childhood, his
rise to fame, his triumphs and defeats, his good times and bad. It’s
264 great pages for everyone who loved this energetic star and his
unigue music. So don’t wait to order. We are offering this collect-
or’s edition for a short time only.
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ONLY $5.95

San Antonio Roge

Merle Haggard called him ““the best damn fiddle player in the
world!"”" Waylon Jennings says he is still the king. ''A super-giant
before there were super-giants, an Elvis Presley of the nineteen-
thirties and forties” ... “the Louis Armstrong of Western Swing”’
... "the 'king’ truly a legend...”” The tributes to the legendary Bob
Wills are legion—as are his many famous fans.

Now, Charles Townsend brings us the complete story of this
country giant in a new volume that captures all the color and
excitement of his dynamic life, The complete story is here—from
his birth into a family of frontier fiddlers to his last recording
session, Townsend’s decade of research for this book unearthed
many heretofore unknown anecdotes and personal glimpses of
this beloved bandleader’s career. If you're a Bob Wills fan, don't
miss this great new book. Order now and SAVE $1.00. It’s a big
7" x 10"..500 pages...nearly 200 itlustrations...complete with
discography and filmusicography.

LIST PRICE $12.50 NOW ONLY $11.50




Country Music

COUNTRY ROOTS

“Incisive, perceptive, well-researched...a valuable insight...de-
finitely one of the most quotable books to come out on count-
ry music.” So says Don Cusic of RECORD WORLD MAGA-
ZINE about this brand new volume. Written by Doug Green,
historian for the Country Music Foundation, COUNTRY
ROOQTS is a clear, objective look at the origins and develop-
ment of the music we love and call country. With revealing
text and hundreds of unique pictures, Doug Green takes you
down the country roads of old-time music; blues; comedy;
cowboy songs; Cajun tunes; bluegrass; gospel; rockabilly; and
honky-tonk. These are the distinct sounds that comprise what
we know today as country music, and the author shares with
us his vast knowledge of the sounds, the life styles, the stars
and the recordings. It’'s a book that cuts right through to the
deep roots of America’s fastest growing brand of music. Don't
wait, order now in hardcover or soft.

Packed with over 225 photographs...a comprehensive disco-
graphy...a country music chronology!

HARDCOVER ONLY $16.95 SOFTCOVER $8.95

RECENTLY RELEASED!

L AW RENG G 3

R LAWRENCE WELK'S
“¥ SING-A-LONG SONGBOOK

(N I I NN T NN N NN B G B N B B BN O N BN B B B B N N O U B BN N B O B O N BN A O
. Send to: COUNTRY MUSIC MAGAZINE, Dept. SBM Send me my following choices:

[ The Country Music Story — $8.60 ($7.95 plus $.65 postage)
————— [0 My Husband Jimmie Rodgers — $6.55 ($5.95 plus $.60 postage)
| Stree¢ . [JSan Antonio Rose — $12.25 ($11.50 plus $.75 postage)

O Country Roots Hardcover — $17.65 ($16.95 plus $.70 postage)
20 (O Country Roots Softcover — $9.65 ($8.95 plus $.70 postage)
—— ([ Lawrence Welk Songbook — $10.95 ($9.95 plus $1.00 postage)

475 Park Ave. So., N.Y,, N.Y. 10016

Name___

i civv_ -
. State

At last, the one and only Lawrence Welk brings you his and your
favorite songs in one book the whole family will love. Here are In-
ternational Favorites, Show Hits, Country & Western, Hit Parade
perennials, Religious & Patriotic Songs, plus songs for youngsters.
You get 111 all-time favorites, complete with words and music,
personally selected by Lawrence Welk. Each song is specially ar-
ranged and easy to follow so you play them at your best. It's a big
272 pages—including The Lawrence Welk TV Theme Song and a 16
page photo section of Lawrence and his TV Family. So get yours
now as the price will soon go up. Order two and SAVE $1.00!

Featuring classics like: Bill Bailey/Give My Regards To Broadway/You're A
Grand Otid Flag/Blue Velvet/You’ll Never Walk Alone/Clementine/My Old
Kentucky Home/Greensleeves/Little Green Apples/He's Got The Whole
World In His Hands/Frankie & Johnnie/What A Friend We Have In Jesus/
Wunderbar/Wabash Cannonball/Church In The Wilderness, plus 96 morel

ONLY $9.95

Quantity .

Enclosed is my check/money order for $

I New York State residents add sales tax.Non-U.S.
residents add an extra $2.50 for postage & handling.

SPECIAL LAWRENCE WELK 2 BOOK DISCOUN

O Send me 2 Lawrence Welk Sing-A-Long Books for only
$19.90 ($18.90 plus $1.00 postage and handling).

MO96
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by ARTHUR J. MAHER

He wrote a million-seller for Elvis, a top hit for Ronnie Milsap, other great tunes for Tommy Cash, George
Morgan, the Louvin Brothers, Willie Nelson and Lord knows who else. Now he has recorded five straight hits.

4\ ddie Rabbitt was still feeling over-
24 whelmed last time | spoke to him.
He'd just returned to Nashville from Los
Angeles, where a number of top manage-
ment firms had said they'd like to handle
him. Plus, his new single on Elektra, Rocky
Mountain Music, had jumped onto the
Cashbox charts in 71st place, the highest
new entry for the week—and was slated
for 48th place the following week.

That’s damned fast progress, especially
when you consider that it’s only his fifth
single release. His fourth, Drinkin’ My
Baby Off My Mind hit number one on all
the industry charts, and was still on the
charts when Rocky Mountain Music be-
gan its meteoric climb. To make things
even nicer for Eddie, both tunes are from
the same album, which is also named
Rocky Mountain Music, and which con-
tains only songs written by Eddie.

The new hit is a haunting number
about a woebegone family that splits up,
as Eddie’s did when he was a little boy.
His mother and father divorced, but have
remained friendly. There’s little brother in
the song who “‘was never quite right’’ and
a sister who “married a soldier and
moved to Toledo.” Eddie’s real-life brother
had a nervous breakdown after serving in
Viet Nam. There’s no real-life sister, but
there was a girl-on-the-block back home
in East Orange, N.J. She didn't necessar-
ily marry a soldier, but did move away.

The Rocky Mountain music referred to
in the song’s lyrics is a reminder of Ed-
die’s father, who in real-life played Irish
music at pubs and dancehalls in New
Jersey and New York City while working
days at an oil refinery.

So the song is symbolically autobio-
graphical. But that’s not unusual for Ed-
die, or for any other songsmith who gets
really intense about his material. “‘For all
songwriters that get down into the nitty-
gritty of a song,” says Eddie, “'you take a
lot out of yourself and out of the exper-

iences you've had and you try to imagine
this thing like a soap opera. You look at
it and you just try to see what's happen-
ing in the song. You try to watch the
characters move. There’s a lot of concen-
tration in it, and a lot of knowing how to
stage things. . .almost like a director of a
play. You're staging a whole scene, but
you've got about 16 lines in a song to
open your play, tell the story and close
the curtain.”

Whatever it is a songwriter does in 16
lines, Eddie Rabbitt does it well. By the
time he started recording his own songs,
other artists had scored big hits with
songs he’d either written or co-written. El-
vis Presley’s 50th million-seller, for exam-
ple, was an Eddie Rabbitt tune, co-written
with Dick Heard during a rainstorm in
Kentucky and titled, oddly enough, Ken-
tucky Rain. Ronnie Milsaps’ big hit, Pure
Love, was written by Eddie alone, as was
Willie Nelson’s X’s in Texas. Other artists
who've recorded his material include
Tom Jones, O.C. Smith, George Morgan,
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Charlie Louvin, Anita Bryant, Jack
Greene, Archie Campbell, Jean Shepard,
Billie Jo Spears, Roy Drusky, Ray Pillow,
Tommy Cash, Bobby Lord, Sammi Smith,
Conway Twitty and Vernon Oxford. The
list is much longer, but that should give
you some idea.

Despite this impressive success, Eddie
did not start out with a burning passion
to write songs. "‘The writing came almost
as an afterthing,” he says. “I'd been play-
ing around the clubs up in Jersey. I'd
made up some tapes (to play for record
companies) of me singing songs. But they
were other people’s songs, and when I
took that tape around, they said ‘that’s
fine, but do you have any of your own
songs to sing, because these have already
been hits?’ 1 said 'No,” and they said,
‘You're just gonna have to write some be-
cause nobody’s gonna give an unknown
performer songs.” So I became a writer
out of necessity."”

But like all writers, Eddie discovered
that writing can be a very emotional ex-






perience. ““Writing a song can be a lot of
different events, moodwise. I've had fights
with my little gal (Janine, to whom he’s
engaged) and been very low and de-
pressed about the whole thing. Maybe it
was my fault. . . and I just sit down and
pick up the guitar and things just flow
out. Then you can turn around and be
real happy and write a sunshine-and-
cookies kind of song.”

As you might expect, Rocky Mountain
Music came out of a sad mood in which
Eddie was thinking about his family.
Drinkin’ My Baby, written with Even
Stevens, came out of a happy mood, but
had no connection with any particular
baby that had to be expunged from his
mind. Pure Love was written when Eddie
had met Janine. He was on a happiness
trip, liked Kaptain Krunch cereal quite a
bit (with Half *n Half), felt good about
things in general, and put it all down in
the song.

Three songwriters have served as in-
spiration and guide to Eddie—Harlan
Howard, Hank Williams and Hank Coch-
ran. (There have been others, of course,
but those three were most important.)
Howard wrote such hits as Heartaches
by the Number, Pick Me Up on Your Way
Down, Busted and The Deepening Snow.
Cochran wrote Make the World Go Away,
Just My Funny Way of Laughing and [
Guess it Doesn’t Matter Anymore. And

Williams, of course, wrote Your Cheatin’
Heart, Cold, Cold Heart, I'm So Lone-
some I Could Cry, Half as Much and a
host of other top songs.

Eddie Rabbitt’s involvement with coun-
try music goes back to his early child-
hood. “I used to listen to a lot of country
music when I was real small. I remember
hearing Back in the Saddle Again by Gene
Autry.” Which would, in New Jersey,
mean that Eddie was listening to Don
Larkin’s Home Town Frolic on station
WAAT, in Newark. Since his father was
an Irish musician (both parents were born
in County Mayo, Ireland and migrated to
the U.S. in the early *20s) he was exposed
to much of the music out of which Amer-
ican country originally grew. His father
was a fiddler, but when Eddie was tried
on that instrument things didnt look
promising. “’It gave me chills all the way
up my arm, with the strmgs vibrating,
and I just couldn’t get into it.’

*“I picked up a guitar when I was about
13, in the Boy Scouts. We went on a week-
end camping trip. . . and the scoutmaster
came out with this pretty old Martin
guitar ... Boy, I was just mesmerized. |
still remember that moment.”

Eddie then took some lessons from the
Scoutmaster, eventually bought his own
guitar, and that was it for a while. He
continued to play, but with no particular

Dﬂngehco

“DAngelico
guitar strings
do something
special to the sound
of my guitar.
I've never heard
anything like it
from any
other string.
Frankly,
Iwouldn’t be happy
picking with
anything but
DAngelico”

ol

§ With so many brandsto choose from,

why do professionals pick D’Angelico
Strings? Ask Paul Cotton, lead guitarist of
Poco, and he’ll tell you,

The Ultimate
in Strings, none finer

... perfect for pickin’

D’'Merle Guitars, Inc.

P.O. Box 29

Huntington Station, N.Y. 11746

Now available: D’Angelico Flat Picks, Finger
Picks and Thumb Picks, in most popular sizes.
D’Merle successor to D'/Angelico, New York.
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goal in mind, other than playing at par-
ties and such. Eventually, he started sing-
ing professionally almost by accident.

He had quit school at 17 to work, and a
few years later was going to night school.
On one of the last evenings before grad-
uation, he was sitting with other students
in a night spot called Six Steps Down.
“And I mean it was just a hole in the
ground,” Eddie recalls, *“with just one lit-
tle bar and a little stage in back. This
night we went in there and the piano
player got ticked off about something
and walked out. So I got an idea in my
head, "cause the guy’s (owner) got no music.
and | play the guitar, you know. . .so |
said to the owner, ‘Look, 1 play country
music. .. "

And that was the beginning, in 1964,
Something almost out of a Hollywood
movie on how a star is born. But things
didn’t break wide open, by any means.
From Six Steps Down at $14 a night,
Eddie went on to play at clubs and truck
stops all over his part of New Jersey,
where there has always been lively in-
terest in country music. Four years later,
he was doing fine by local standards—all
of $25 a night—but realized he had to
make a break with the circuit he was on
or stay the rest of his life, hoping to be
discovered.

In 1968, he went to Nashville. There,
he joined the throng of young hopefuls,
old has-beens and other people struggling
on the fringes of country music society.
But unlike many of them, he’s been
blessed with enough writing success, be-
fore stardom, to keep him in reasonable
comfort—at least in the last couple of
years. Finally, there was a recording con-
tract. His first three records all got on the
charts, each higher than the other. Then,
Drinkin’ My Baby smashed through to
No. 1, Rocky Mountain Music leaped well
up, and that’s where things are as of press-
time for this issue.

How does it feel to be on the verge of
stardom? As I said befare, Eddie was
still overwhelmed last time 1 spoke to
him. But one rather touching thing that
came up in our conversation was how
pleased Eddie Rabbitt is with the reaction
of his folks. ‘I take these big ads home. . .
some of the big slicks I have...and I
show them to my folks, and I can see the
pride in their eyes. They go around talk-
ing about me, and when I'm home, 1 go
down to the grocery store for them and
someone says, ‘Oh, you're Eddie. You’re
the son that sings. Your parents talk about
you all the time.” I feel good giving them
something to boast about. That’s the big-
gest kick in a way—seeing what they do
with a little bit of stardom in the family.”

That sort of thing is nice to hear from a
guy who’s about to make it big. And it’s
not a big humble trip, either. Eddie talks
very much from his inner feelings, just as
he writes from his inner feelings.

Come to think of it, maybe that’s the
secret to making it big in country music,
where it’s feelings that count. ]



Texas Legends

OLD & NEW

These three Tex Ritter classics

ALL 3 RECORDS ONLY $8.75/8TK TAPES ONLY $10.75

o LSt
LOVE YOU BIG AS TEXAS: Go TEX: Texas/Dusty Skies/The Bliz- HIGH NOON: Blood On The Sad-
On Get Out/Everybody Likes A zard/Conversation With A  Gun/The dle/High Noon/Bad Brahma Bull/
Littte Lovin’/Love You As Big As Long Tall Shadow/The Everlasting This Land Is Your Land/Barbara
Texas/The  Marshall’s  Daughter/The Hills Of Oklahoma/The Governor Allen/The Wayward Wind/Bury Me
Bandit/Take Him Fishing/A Work- And The Kid/Stranger On Boot Not On The Lone Prairie/The
ing Man’s Prayer/The Reverend Mr. Hill/Me And Tennessee Streets Gf Laredo

Black/Bummin® Around

Waylon Jennings

ALL 3 RECORDS ONLY $8.75/8TK

HEARTACHES BY THE NUMBER: RUBY, DON'T TAKE YOUR ONLY DADDY THAT'LL WALK
Heartaches By The Number/You're LOVE TO TOWN: Today 1 Start- THE LINE: California Sunshine/
Gonna Wonder About Me/Foolin® ed Loving You Again/Ruby, Don’t Another Bridge To Burn/Let Me
'Round/Busted/For  Lovin’ Me/Tig- Take Your Love To Town/Time Talk To You/Stop The World/Man-
er By The Tail/Leavin® Town/Fol- To Bum Around/Gentle On My ey €annot Make The Man/Only
som Prison Blues/Time To Bum Mind/New  York City, R.F.D./ Daddy That'll Walk The Line/See
Again Just To Satisfy You/Hangin’ On/ You Around/Rings Of Gold/Nash-
Leavin’ Town/Yours Love ville Bum
l--------------------------------------------------l
§ Send to: COUNTRY MUSIC MAGAZINE, Dept. PR] I HAVE CHECKED MY CHOICES BELOW: ]
1 ;1‘;?2‘:{??"{‘6]80%"'%' O Send me all three (3) Tex Ritter LP’s @ only $9.50 ($8.75 1
: DIaLIC plus $.75 postage and handling). i
g Name O Send me all three (3) Tex Ritter tapes @ only $11.50 ($10.75 1
" === plus $.75 postage and handling). :
¥ Street ___ —— = (0 Send me all three (3) Waylon Jennings LP’s @ only $9.50 1
I City_ B 7 ($8.75 plus $.75 postage and handling.). 1
1 . d Send me all three (3) Waylon Jennings tapes @ only $11.50 1
g State— — Zip___ ($10.75 plus $.75 postage and handling). i
1 Enclosed is my check/money order for $ _. New York State residents add sales tax. !
I Non U.S. residents add an extra $2.50 for postage and handling. M096 I
L------------------------------------------------J




ALL THESE NEW RECORDS AND TAPES ARE FOR SALE
AT A SPECIAL $1.00 DISCOUNT! CHOOSE THE ONES YOU
WANT AND USE THE COUPON ON PAGE 58 TO ORDER.

Charley Pride

Sunday Morning with
Charley Pride

RCA APLI-1359 $6.98

RCA APSI-1359 (tape) $7.98
Star rating: % % %

his is Charley Pride's sec-

ond album of sacred songs.
The material here is all well
chosen, and Pride exhibits a
looseness of approach which
is all too rarely found in reli-
gious albums. Many singers re-
lease such records as obliga-
tory gestures, but Sunday Morn-
ing, like Charlie Rich's recent

gospel album, is one that is
good music first and gospel
music second. / Don’t Deserve
a Mansion is an especially fine
performance that should wear
as well as the best of them.

NICK TOSCHES

Johnny Cash

One Piece at a Time
Columbia KC-34193 $5.98
CA-34193 (tape) $6.98
Starrating: % % % %

thought Johnny Cash's last

few albums disappointing.
And Cash may feel the same
way, for on the back of this
album he writes, "Like your
prodigat kissin’ kin, Here | am
back again.”

And he is back. The first
time | heard One Piece at A

Time, | knew that. Here was
the old Cash, the Cash who
forged that old strident Sun
sound, the Cash who sang of
gentle things in a tough voice.
One Piece at a Time is reason
to celebrate Cash anew. He

hasn't lost anything, just been
waylaid, and he's back harder
than ever. It's likely that you're
already acquainted with the
title song, but tisten up good to
the rest of what's here, especi-
ally Cash originals Committed
to Parkview and Daughter of a
Railroad Man.

NICK TOSCHES

Willie Nelson

Willie Nelson Live
RCA APLI-1487 $6.98
No tape available
Starrating: % % % %

I n the 1960's, when Willie
Nelson was with RCA, he
cut an album at Panther Hall in
Dallas called Country Music
Concert. It was a great. but
soon went out of print, and
fans and collectors have sought
it eagerly ever since. Now, RCA
has reissued that album under
the title of Willie Nelson Live.
Willie's classics are here:
Mr. Record Man, Hello Walls,
Half a Man, Touch Me, My
Own Peculiar Way, and others.
There is also an improbable
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but perfect performance of the
Beatles' Yesterday, plus | Gotta
Get Drunk, Willie's master-
piece of compuisive fuh, not in
the original album.

Don't be misled by that long-

UWillie Nelson

haired. bearded. T-shirted Willie
on the album cover. This is
Country Music Concert with a
new name. If you don't al-
ready have it, get it.

NICK H

Conway Twitty

Now and Then

MCA MCA-2206 $6.98
MCAT-2206 (tape) $7.98
Star rating: % % % %

lot of country singers who
started out singing greasy-
haired, hip-twitching rock-and-

roll denounce their beginnings
as they get older. Not Conway.
The first side, and the front

cover, of Now and Then is
Conway Twitty as is, and the
material here, highlighted by
his recent hit single After All
the Good Is Gone, is Twitty
the mellow, rough-edged king
of lovelight country. On the
back cover of the album is a
photo of a pompadoured, surly-
lipped Twitty furling his velour
collar, and the music on side
two corresponds with remakes
of those way-back-when Twitty
hits: /t's Only Make Believe,
Lonely Blue Boy, Mona Lisa,
and others. Now and Then is a
mess of good music and, in its
own way, a courageous record.

NICK SCHE

Steve Young

Honky-Tonk Man

Mountain Railroad Records
LP-1 (Not available through
Country Music)

Star rating: % % %

Steve Young is a country
singer who deserves much
than he's

wider recognition

known. Honky-Tonk Man isn't
Steve's first album, but it's by

é;m 5 E ¢ 5[ i
Hormky-Tornk Man™

far his best. The material here
ranges from originals such as
Alabama Highway and The
White Trash Song to ageless
pieces such as Johnny Hor-
ton's Honky-Tonk Man, Bob



Wills' Brain Cloudy Blues. and
Hank Williams' Ramblin’ Man.
The approach is strong and re-
freshing, accented by fairly un-
believable Dobro work by
Cal Hand.

Since it's on a fairly obscure
label (albeit the largest label in
Cambridge, Wisconsin), Honky-
Tonk Man will not make Steve
Young a star. Butit's the music
that matters and Steve Young's
music is available to be heard.
Listen up.

NICK TOSCHES

The Charlie Daniels Band
Saddle Tramp

Epic PE-34150 $5.98
EA-34150 (tape) $6.98
Starrating: * % *

his is an album of very loud,
very raucous, very unortho-
dox country music. Louder even
than Little Jimmy Dickens, who,
in case you aren't aware, makes

the Allman Brothers sound like a
chamber quartet. This is also an
album of very good music, but
the likes of which you won't
hear on the Opry's Saturday
night show, ever.

NICK TOSCHES

Grandpa Jones/Brown’s
Ferry Four

The Grandpa Jones Story
CMH-9007 $9.98
CMH-8-9007 (tape) $9.98
Star rating. * % %

hose who think of Louis

Grandpa Jones only in terms
of Hee Haw might mistakenly
pass this album by. The Grand-
pa Jones Story, however, is
definitely not a rube joke set
to banjo, but a two-record set
of some of the most important
and listenable music made after
World War ll. This is the Grand-
pa Jones who made records
for the King label, records by
himself and records with the

likes of Merle Travis and the
Delmore Brothers (under the
collective name Brown's Ferry
Four) The Grandpa Jones Story
is a set which every serious

country fan should hear.
(Available through separate
ad on page 25))

NICK

Elvis Presley

From Elvis Presley Boulevard,
Memphis Tennessee
RCA-APLI-1506 $6.98
APSI-1506 $7.98

Star rating: % % %

The King is back on the
scene with an LP that will
be a country and pop hit. In-
terestingly enough, this is the
first time the King has put his
production talents to use. But
then again, who would be bet-
ter than Elvis to capture him-
self on record. The package is
stocked with some very fine
ballads. Kicking off the first
side is Hurt, a powerfully
rich tune with a very full ar-

rangement that highlights Elvis’
usual vocal dynamics. Never
Again, and Blue Eyes Crying
In The Rain follow as strong
ballads with a very fine adapta-
tion of Danny Boy, rounding
out the side. Side Two kicks off
with For The Heart, a dynamite
rocket in the Elvis tradition.
His vocal accompaniment is
solid and features J.D. Sumner
and Stamps Quartet, Kathy
Westmoreland and Myrna
Smith. Highlighting the side is

Billy Swan

Billy Swan

Monument PZ-34183 $6.98
PZA-34183 (tape) $7.98
Star rating. % * %« & %

illy Swan’'s music is a sub-

lime mix of tradition and
invention. It is a music that
draws from country, rock-and-
roll, and Swan’'s own hawk'’s-
eye view of the universe; a
music that breathes new
energy into ciassics such as
Hank Williams' 1949 Wedding
Bells and Warren Smith's 1956
Ubangi Stomp, and hammers
forth some of the most brilliant
original songs of today.

This is Swan's third album,
and it is work of his usual

caliber. In Your True Love and
Blue Suede Shoes, two Carl
Perkins oldies, Swan continues

his everlasting homage to
rockabilly. Perkins, who guest-
picks here, declared Billy's Blue
Suede Shoes the definitive ver-
sion of that perennial.

The original songs here are
among Swan'’s finest. Love You
Baby, to the Bone and Vanessa,
both coauthored with Dennis
Linde, pulse with a power that
many artists crave but few
atiain. Number One, which
Swan wrote with his wife Marlu,
is a love song that swaggers
instead of cloys, and includes
the great opening line: "You
were conceived at the right
time.”

Many have tried to weld
musical past to musical pre-
sent. Billy Swan has succeeded,
and this album brims with the
glory of that alchemy.

NICK TCSCHES
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a rendition of the Andy Wil-
liams hit of a few years back,
Solitaire. Some of the other
ballads on the second side are
a bit slow moving and might
have been replaced by some
more uptempo material. All
in all, however, the LP is an-
other fine addition to anyone's
coliection which will be en-
joyed for many years to come.

MICHAEL DAVID
Tommy Roe
Energy
Monument PZ-34182 $6.98

PZA-34182 (tape) $7.98
Star rating: % % »

Tommy Roe was making
country-rock music back in
the early sixties when no one
else was, and he had hits with

it too. After he left ABC a few
years ago (a move he regretted

almost immediately), Tommy
vanished from the public eye.
Energy, his first album since
1972, should help him reappear.
Like Roe, Energy avoids pre-
tension and gets the job done.
The songs here are all pleasant,
and in some cases (the title cut
for one) astounding. Felton
Jarvis produced the album,
which makes Roe that pro-
ducer’'s only client besides
Elvis—obviously the equivalent

of knighthood.
NICK TOSCHES

Ronnie Milsap

20-20 Vision
RCA-APLI-1666 $6.98
APSI-1666 (tape) $7.98

Star rating % # *
Ronnie Milsap burst onto the
country scene and took it
by storm. His previous three
albums have all done exceed-
ingly well, and this, his fourth
for RCA, is filled with the emo-
tionally-charged material we've
all come to expect from him.
The title cut is a moving bal-
lad with a current of irony rid-
ing through it. Lovers, Friends
and Strangers, and Lovesick
Blues are two ballads that will
sing themselves right into your
heart. What Goes On When
The Sun Goes Down, a hand-
clappin’ toe-stompin’ ditty is

one of the strongest cuts on
the album. (I'm A) Stand By My
Woman Man is also a strong
piece of material. Ronnie's

vocal

richness particularly
lends itself to this sort of up-
tempo ballad.

MICHAEL DAVID

Ray Stevens

For The Record

Warner Bros. BS-2914 $6.98
(Not available on tape)

Star rating: * %

ay Stevens has always

been an artist with a great
deal of musical appeal. His
records cross over from coun-
try to pop and back again. This
flexibility of material makes the
sound of Ray as welcome in a
car driving through Nashville
as it is driving through New
York. Stevens has put together a

SAVE*1.00

On Every Record & Tape In This Record Review Section!

Simply send us a list of the titles you want, their catalog numbers,
and your check or money order with $1. 00 off the list price and
we will rush your selections to you,
postage and handling and send to:

Include $.50 per item for

NTRYMUSIC
Dept. RR
475 Park Avenue South, New York, N.Y. 10016
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new package that sings with alt
the sensitivity we have learned
to expect from him. Cornball
and Gimmie A Smile are two
pleasing ballads that are driv-
ing and full. A bluegrass based
rendition of Billy Preston's
You Are So Beautifu! is one of
the strongest cuts on the al-
bum. Om, a tune penned by
Ray, was recorded live and is

his testament to a higher con-
sciousness. Country Licks is
gonna give you kicks and
should be his next single.

MICHAEL DAVID
Assorted Artists
200 Years Of Amencan Heri-
tage In Song

CMH-1776 $14.98
CMH-8-1776 (tape) $14.98
Star rating: * %

MH records has put togeth-
er a marvelous commemora-
tive set to celebrate our Bi-
centennial. The set is beauti-
fully packaged and includes a

r e
l

200 YEARS OF
AMERICAN HERITACE I

l
,n ‘05

| S =

booklet which delineates the ten
periods of music the record
presents. The vocalists and mu-

sicians are of superior quality
MICHAEL DAVID

STAR RATING

5 stars - album of the month
4 stars-excelient

3 stars-very good

2 stars-good

| star -fair

0 stars-poor



EMMYLOU

(Continued from page 26)

Emmy and I are just gonna go out there
and pick and sing and have a big time and
everything's gonna be just fine.”

In fact the taping goes better than fine.
Linda sings I Can’t Help It (If I'm Still In
Love with You), and the girls sing Silver
Threads and Golden Needles, and Bury
Me. Beneath the Willow together, and
then, after two false starts, Emmylou
stands head on to the camera and sings
Dolly’s Blue Ridge Mountain Boy so
beautifully that I get all blurry and wish
our mutual friend Townes Van Zandt was
here, since Townes (with the aid of tequila
and other medication) had once listened
to Dolly's single of Blue Bidge Mountain
Boy 2000 times in succession.

Today, Emmylou’s version would have
been the best 2001 any one could ask for.

It is not until midnight that Emmylou
discovers that Dolly has returned the
favor. We are sitting in the semi-darkness
of Porter Wagoner's studio listening to
the tapes of Dolly’s new album. Dolly and
Emmylou and Dottie West, who had just
dropped in, are sitting on the couch.
Brian, in his standard fashion is lying on
his back on the carpet under the enor-
mous speakers. Dycus and I are leaning
against the burlap wall so we can see
Porter in the control room. In his tinted
aviator glasses and his new mod haircut,
Porter looks happy and relaxed, content
to be off the road for the first time in
twenty years.

When the fourth cut starts, Dycus pokes
me in the ribs and nods toward Porter and
I glance up to see this enormous catfish
grin spreading across his face. Then I
glance at Dolly, who is looking expectant-
ly at Emmylou as the lyric starts:

I don’t wannt hear no love song

I got on this airplane just to fly

I know there’s life below me

But all that you can show me

Is the prairie and the sky. . .

Slowly Emmylou’seyes widen when she
realizes that Dolly is singing her song
Boulder to Birmingham. She puts her
hands to her cheeks, utters a weak “Oh,”
and flops back onto the couch, magically
suspended between laughter and tears for
the remainder of the song.

“That's your surprise,” Dolly says,
when the song is finished, and Emmylou
can't say anything. She just reaches over
and gives Dolly a big hug and everyone
exchanges silly grins. It's the most spon-
taneous gesture I've ever seen Emmylou
make, and I remember the first time I
interviewed Emmy she was wearing a
Dolly Parton T-shirt, and just getting to
meet Dolly was one of her major ambi-
tions. It was a nice moment for everyone
but I can’t imagine what Emmylou must
have felt. She is a careful dreamer and
she had just had a dream come true be-
fore she even dared to dream it. ]

| Street

JIM REEVE

5% Send to: Country Music Magazine
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New York, N.Y. 10016
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With the Queen
of the West

DALE EVANS

Featuring These Greats:

Wait For The Wagon/Born
Free/The Best Things In Life
Are Free/Who Taught You
Everything?/Down  Canyon
Square Dance/Side By Side/
The Other Man’s Grass/Bum-
ming Around/Along The Na-
vajo Trail/The Bible Tells Me
So/Roy’s Hoedown/Tumbling
Tumbleweeds/Don’t  Fence
Me [n/Blue Shadows, others!

Plus Another Action-Packed
Complete Broadcast!!!

SORRY, NO TAPES
AVAILABLE.

NOW ONLY 36.75
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475 Park Avenue South
New York, N.Y. 10016
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BUDGET

(Continued from page 48)

Rich’s early Epic LPs and four fine
Johnny Horton albums, some at prices
as low as $2.99.

Back in July of 1969 Shelby Single-
ton purchased the controlling interest
in Sun Records from founder-owner
Sam Phillips, including, of course, the
earliest hits of Johnny Cash, Charlie
Rich, Jerry Lee Lewis and Carl Per-
kins. Singleton released a series of
Original Golden Hits albums by Cash
and Lewis, two by Perkins, a Charlie
Rich and a few other Cash and Lewis
albums, all of which are now cutouts.
Shelby’s own S.5.S. label was the first
to record David Allan Coe, and both
of the albums released are cutouts
today, not to mention collector’s
items.

Mercury/Smash products seem to
show up everywhere and even more
surprising is the fact that some al-
bums are of fairly recent vintage. Jerry
Lee albums are plentiful and include
some of his finest recent work. There's
the two-volume Country Music Hall
of Fame Hits, Another Place, Another
Time and two live sets that show him
at his rocking best: The Greatest Live
Show on Earth, recorded at a 1964
show in Birmingham, Alabama and
the more recent Live at The Inter-
national, Las Vegas. Even The Ses-
sion, cut with the cream of England’s
rock musicians and the 1974 release
Southern Roots have been deleted, as
have some Dave Dudley and Faron
Young albums.

Tough to find but worth the effort
are LPs on the defunct Starday and
King labels. Both recorded and issued
some of the hardest hard country on
record before and after their merger.
King, an older Cincinnati label, pack-
aged thematically arranged albums of
train and river songs as well as albums
by their stars. Their artists’ roster
boasted such names as Moon Mulli-
can, the Delmore Brothers, Cowboy
Copas, Hawkshaw Hawkins, Grandpa
Jones, Homer and Jethro, the Stanley
Brothers and Hank Locklin. Starday,
the Texas label that moved to Nash-
ville and merged with King, reissued
many of the King albums and issued
others by George Jones (his earliest re-
cordings), Dottie West, Red Sovine,
Pete Drake, Stringbean, Floyd Till-
man, The Willis Brothers, Johnny
Bond, Leon McAuliffe and Merle Kil-
gore. They also compiled excellent
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anthologies of bluegrass, dobro, fiddle
and steel guitar instrumentals in addi
tion to their well-known trucker’s ser-
ies.

RCA cutouts include such finds as
vintage Waylon Jennings albums, and
numerous disks by Chet Atkins, Por-
ter Wagoner, Dolly Parton, Willie
Nelson, Norma Jean and Bobby Bare.
It’s also occasionally possible to pick
up some rarities like Willie's Live
Country Music Concert (worth up to
$15) and Mickey Newbury's Harle-
quin Melodies. Releases on smaller
labels that folded can yield a few trea-
sures. Bob Wills’s Keepsake Album
#1 and Phil Baugh’s Country Guitar
on Longhorn and the Johnny Pay-
check and Lloyd Green sets on Little
Darlin’ are prime examples.

Budget Liners. Most budget lines
are released with a minimum of fan-
fare and seem to come out of nowhere,
since one of the factors in keeping the
price down is no promotional costs for
the record company. More important-
ly, budget line albums are, in most
cases, strictly a one-shot proposition.
A definite amount are pressed and on-
ly in the case of a major artist or un-
usually high sales will an album ever
be pressed again. The result is that
many go out of print within a short
time and are sold at astronomical
prices by rare record shops. But just
the same there’s plenty of country
music in those bins, and many gems
can be found.

Columbia’s Harmony label is prob-
ably the most important budget line
for vintage country since many of its
albums were compiled from record-
ings made during the thirties and for-
ties. The Best Of series included John-
ny Bond, Gene Autry, Carl Smith,
Jimmy Dickens, Bill Monroe, Rose
Maddox, Bill Phillips, Floyd Tillman
and Bob Atcher, all with a distinctive
white cover featuring an attractive line
drawing of the artist. Even Lefty Friz-
zell Sings The Songs of Jimmie Rod-
gers, believed to be the finest of all
Rodgers tributes, was originally issued
on Harmony. The label boasted three
fine Bob Wills albums: Great Original
Recordings, Bob Wills Special, which
contains the original instrumental ver-
sion of ‘*San Antonio Rose’’ (and re-
cently issued with an Asleep at the
Wheel double-pak) and The Great
Bob Wills with recordings by the post-
war Texas Playboys. Harmony has
other sets by Roy Acuff, Gene Autry,
Ray Price, Flatt and Scruggs, Charlie
Rich, Bill Monroe and Don Gibson.

MCA-Decca’s Vocalion label (now
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The Kutztown Good-Time
Arts & Music Festival

Country-Folk-°Bluegrass

SFeaturing

RENNINGER’S

World’s Largest Outdoor

Antique Collectors Extravaganza
Music Workshops

Summer Showcase ‘76

featuring new talent
Art Displays

original works of art for sale
Performing Arts Demonstrations
Crafts and Crafting
Sunday Goodtime Fellowship Service
Sunday Band Competition

w/prizes

at the
Kutztown®Fairgrounds

on route 222 between Allentown and
Reading, Penna.

Sept. 3 thru 5

$8.00 per day~
On sale now at all

castern Ticketron locations

Quick®Mail Order Service

Good - Time Festival - Kutztown, Pa.
September 3, 4,5

No. of Amt
Tickets

Fri. (Sept. 3) Tickets at $8.00
Sat. (Sept. 4) Tickets at $8.00

Sun. (Sept. 5) Tickets at $8.00
Children Under 7 FREE
Total Enclosed

For Fast Mail Orders Send Check or Money Order To
KSC Alumni Assoc
Kutztown State College
Kutztown, Pa. 19530
Ticket info. 215 683-3511 Ext. 258 or 241
ALL TICKETS GENERAL ADMISSION
NO REFUNDS OR EXCIHANGES
ALL PERFORMANCES RAIN OR SHINE
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* TWO SHOWS DAILY

SFri. Sept. 3
*Freddy Fender Show
*Emmy Lou Harris Show

*Mell Tillis Show
*Statler Brothers Show
Hickory Wind
Heartsfield
Central Park Shieks

Eric Andersen

Sat. Sept.4

Earl Scruggs Review
Jerry Jeff Walker
John Hartford
Livingston Taylor
New Grass Revival
*Donna Fargo Show
*Don Reno & the
Tennessee Cut-Ups
Heartsfield
Bottle Hili
Red Clay Ramblers
Jay Unger & Lynn Hardy
Morning Song

Sun. Sept. 5
*Tammy Wynette Show
S. S. Washboard Band
Good Oid Boys
*Johnny Paycheck Show
*Ferlin Husky Show
Nitty Gritty Dirt Band
*Q0ak Ridge Boys
Randy Matthews
Rick & Rosemary Wilheim
Bottle Hiil
Red Clay Ramblers
Jay Unger & Lynn Hardy




Coral) released budget liners by Webb
Pierce, The Sons of The Pioneers, Kit-
ty Wells, Loretta Lynn. Red Foley and
Patsy Cline. Not surprisingly, their
most interesting albums are the scarce
ones, such as the Waylon Jennings LP
which consists of his earliest solo re-
cordings, made around 1958 for
Brunswick. Bill Monroe's Songs With
The Bluegrass Boys has Vassar Clem-
ents and Sonny Osborne as uncredited
sidemen. Ernest Tubb’s Great Coun-
try is a shorter version of an earlier

O
OF PHOSPHOR
BRONZE

This is Guild's special alloy phos-
phor bronze string. it isn't brass,
like many so-called "bronze"
strings. it's genuine phosphor
bronze. Which gives it greater
sustain. And longer life.

We think so much of this string that
we've used it ourselves foryears. In
fact. it's the only string we use on
our flat top and 12-string guitars

The special alloy phos-
phor bronze string.
There's no befter way
to Guild your guitar.
Write for Catalog 75M1A.
Guild Guitars,

225 West Grand Street,
Elizabeth, NJ 07202
{201) 351-3002.
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it. Guild it.
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Decca release and Ernest Tubb and
The Texas Troubadours has songs
from the forties and fitties; “Two
Glasses, Joe” and ‘‘Journey’s End”
alone are worth the price of this one.
Western Swing Along by Bob Wills
spotlights a few unsuccessful, and
weird, stabs at the late fifties rock and
roll market.

For sheer volume RCA-Camden is
Harmony's closest rival, with numer-
ous LPs by Elvis, Waylon, Bobby
Bare, Willie, Porter Wagoner. Dolly

!
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Parton. lJerry Reed, Chet Atkins,
Johnny and lack and Don Gibson.
Hank Snow’s The Old and Great
Songs is made up of recordings from
1940 to 1945 and The Wreck of The
Old 97. is a two-disk collection of
train songs. There’s Elton Britt's
The Jimmie Rodgers Blues. Pee Wee
King's Biggest Hits. an ineptly titled
Bluegrass Mouniain Music by the old-
timey Blue Sky Boys and Bill Mon-
roe’s The Father of Bluegrass Music.
a 1962 release of his earliest record-
ings with the Bluegrass Boys from
1940 and 1941 and several albums by
the Carter Family.

One budget line has even managed
to become a collector’s item in itself:
Audio Lab. a label King records start-
ed in the fifties. They issued albums
by lesser-known King artists like
Charlie Gore. Hank Penny, The
Bailes Brothers., Slim Willet, Clyde
Moody. Bob Newman. Zeb Turner,
The Light Crust Doughboys, an al-
bum of Moon Mullican piano instru-
mentals.

The leasing labels have impressive
selections, too. The largest, Pickwick,
has double albums ot Tennessee Ernie
Ford. Hank Thompson, and Wanda
Jackson from Capitol. a double Patsy
Cline from Decca and a double Flatt

and Scruggs from Mercury, where

they made their first recordings as a
solo act. Single albums include Fred-
die Hart, Merle Haggard and Bonnie
Owens, Roy Clark, Roy Acuff and
Faron Young from Capitol, Webb
Pierce and Ernest Tubb from Decca,
Jerry Lee from Sun and Mercury and
George Jones from Mercury. Charlie
Rich’s Lonely Weekends is a repack-
age of one of his excellent Smash al-
bums. Hilltop. Pickwick’s country
subsidiary has a Johnny Horton set
from Mercury, Al Dexter’s Original
Pistol Packin® Mama and countless
others. The Sun recordings of Johnny
Cash, Jerry Lee Lewis and Charlie
Rich have becn leased to Pickwick
and other smaller labels and recently

" Sun has become a budget line label,

releasing many of Charlie Rich’s old
recordings for Phillips International,
a Sun spinoft label. Power Pak has re-
leased some of Johnny Bush’s albums
for Stop. New budget lines are coming
all the time. Recently Columbia began
to reissue older albums on their Lim-
ited Edition series, and Capitol's done
the same with their Midline series,

| which boasts older albums by Wynn

Stewart, Tennessee Ernie Ford, Merle
Travis and Faron Young, and other
top artists. n



(Continued from page 8)

Ain't it great? Stonewall Jackson’s fif-
teen year old son will play drums for his
dad this summer while school is out. Big
John Bechtel who is Stonewall's steel
player is my neighbor and told me this.
Wife Sussana travels with hubby Guy
Clark on the road all the time, and it works.
The pickers told me, “You can't think of
Guy without thinking of Sussana.” She’s a
real level pretty lady, who writes good
songs. Course you know Guy and Sus-

Buck Owens

sana are great friends with the Jerry Jeff
Walkers. It still cracks me up that the
Clarks went to Venezuela with the
Walkers on their honeymoon.

Heard from London Records that form-
er Bluegrass Boy Merle ‘‘Red’’ Taylor has
a debut LP titled Taylor Made on their
prestigious label with old Red a fiddling up
a storm. And they tell me too that them
London hillbillies that call themselves Z Z
Top is going to tour 100 American cities

~with a 2,000 ib. black buffalo, two
trained turkey wvultures, three trained
black vultures (attention readers, we cali
them things buzzards in Caswell County),
four rattiesnakes (ain't snake handling
against the law??), and a 150 pound tim-
berwolf.

Appreciate my letters, and comments,
and sure appreciate Margie Robertson
back in Caswell County who subscribed
to Country Music just to read my piece.
‘Bout all for now ‘cept | love everybody
who loves country music, and especially
Caswell County borned Aunt Mary Rum-
bley, who will be 96 years old by the time
you read this. She is my late grandfather
Boone's sister, and her and me will have
ya'll know that John Boone, brother of
Daniel was Aunt Mary's great, great,
great grandfather, and try and count up
what he was to me. |
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John Morthland’s Delmore Brothers
Retrospective, in the June issue of
COUNTRY MUSIC was appreciated and
the fact that they are still considered
“copy” is in itself a compliment.

Alton was my father and Rabon my
uncle.

For the most part the article is
correct. However, it does have its
inaccuracies. *‘Gonna Lay Down My
Old Guitar’’ was not their theme song,
we did not move to Huntsville, Texas
after Rabon’s death, and to some
extent Dad’s drinking was over em-
phasized.

Normally, I do not write letters to
people who do articles on my father
because for some reason they are
usually very bad. My reason for writ-
ing is I detect a very solid insight into
the Delmores’ music few exhibit,
whether they are trying to play it or
write about it.

LIONEL A. DELMORE
FAIRVIEW, TENN.

For the longest time Ralph Mooney’s
playing has been truly the sound in the
back of my mind as Waylon and
others have found. I've always said
that if I’'m ever reincarnated, I'd like
to come back as the ole Moon and
your recent story (July COUNTRY MUSIC)
only reinstates that wish.

CARRIE MARBLEY
ABERDEEN, MD.

In regards to the article “WWVA
Will Censor Records” (April cOUNTRY
Music), I for one am very disappointed
in WWVA, My man is a long-dis-
tance truck driver and loves country
music as I do. He is away from his
family five days a week and sometimes
more. His constant source of touching
home and family is songs on the
radio. These songs WWVA calls
“suggestive’’ or ‘‘profane’’ have
helped us to get through the bad and
lonely nights without each other. One
incident my man told me about will
probably explain it better. He was
tempted in a truck stop by a girl one
lonely night. Then someone played
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“Behind Closed Doors” by Charlie
Rich. My man said the song over-
whelmed him with love for me and his
home. Needless to say, he left the girl
and called me to say how much he
missed me—at 1 a.m. yet! That was
the best phone call 1 have ever re-
ceived!

LOVIN SIOUX
SIOUX FALLS. S.D.

Allow me to express my viewpoint on
the review of Loretta Lynn’s album,
When The Tingle Becomes A Chill,
in your June '76 issue.

I feel deeply that Martha Hume (the
reviewer of the album) has offended
many Loretta Lynn fans. The review
states that the album follows a pattern
in Loretta’s recent releases, that they
are a quick job just to cover the suc-
cess of the title hit (When The Tingle
Becomes A Chill). This is just not
true! The review goes on, ‘‘Rhinestone
Cowboy, an odd choice for a Loretta
Lynn album if I ever heard one.” Let
me ask, what other female country
vocalist has the versatility to sing that
type of song? Not too many, I'm sure
you will agree. The review further
notes that the lyrics on most of the
selections are inane. Martha must of
had cotton in her ear from an old
earache when she listened to the
album.

BOB MCCREADY
ELSMERE, DEL.

The article about Charlie Rich (June
COUNTRY MUSIC) by Peter Guralnik is a
gem. You have printed something
with warmth and heart, and let every-
one know that superstars are human,
too.

NORMAN PIERCE
LAS VEGAS, NEV.

Due to our great volume of mail, we
regret we can't answer all letters in-
dividually. We welcome your opin-
ions, and will publish the most rep-
resentative letters in this column. Let
us hear from you.—Ed
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