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At CF MARTIN we have never compromised
fthe integrity of our craftsmanship. Regardless
' of the size of the instrument, quality has been

our continuing commitment.
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The Martin pursuit of quality
continues with our Seven
Series. The 7-28 and 7-37K
meet the needs of musi-
cians who require a small
guitar with dreadnought
styling but insist on

» e =«
Vevw
Ve
T § ¢ v
.ﬁ‘
§ e b

MARTIN &

ardless
Quallty

.  craftsmanship

¢

\
,
¥

Martin quality. Patterned after the D-28 and
D-37K, the Sevens command the attention
'to detail that has become the Martin heritage.

Martin instruments, regard-
less of styling, are more than

a collection of exotic woods.
They're a philosophy, sup-
ported by a heritage of quality
craftsmanship, that dates
nearly 150 years..

C.F.MARTIN & CO. NAZAR\N PA. 18064
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Featuring “Between This Featuring “'Love Takes Two" Featuring “Lovin’ What Your
Time And The Next Time" Lovin’ Does To Me”

Featuring “"Somebody’s
Knockin'"
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4 Letters
17 People by LAURA EIPPER HILI

Roy Rogers visits Barbara Mandrell. CMF and Franklin Mint. 10th Annual Fan Fair,
Dolly back in Nashville. Jamboree in the Hills. Live from the Grand Ole Opry on
PBS. Annette O'Toole plays Tammy. Mama Cash Day. Urban Chipmunk. Tom T.
clucks about Chickens. Hank. Jr. croons for Ma Bell and much more.

24 Tom T. Hall: Roman Goddesses, Kentucky Story-

tellers, Politicians and A Mansion on the Hill by PETER GURALNICK
A man of complexity . . . a hillbilly who reads Hemingway .. . a humorist who is dead
serious.

28 Reviewing Tom T.’s Book without Reading It by KURT VONNEGUI

30 Porter Wagoner: “'There’s Too Much Sadness
in Country Music” by PATRICK CARR

Porter's branching out. He once invited James Brown to the Opry. and now he's pro-
ducing soul singer Joe Simon's records. He says he loves country music. but likes the
beat of disco and soul.

35 Larry Butler: Goes for the Song by BOB CAMPBELI
Grammy, Award winning producer Larry Butler has had seven gold or platinum
Kenny Rogers albums, alone. He recently produced Paul Anka's album. who recom-
mended him to Frank Sinatra. But. says Butler, it's the song that counts.

46 Rex Allen Jr.: Not Just the Son of a Singing Cowboy by BOB ALLEN
An interview with a “Jr.” who is making it on his own.

50 20 Questions with Lacy J. Dalton by MICHAEL BANE

52 Sylvia’s Plan to Make Her Dreams Come True by BOB CAMPBELI
Sylvia alwavs knew she would be a singer . . . she planned it.

58 Pickers by RICH KIENZLE

Superpicker Ricky Skaggs Shoots For Stardom

64 Audio by NEAL WEINSTOCK
Car Electronics: Sure vou need an AM ' FM stereo cassette player to listen to your
favorites. A radar detector and a CB let you know the law is on the job. And a
burglar alarm will tell you if someone tries to borrow all these goodies.

66 Everyday People by JOHN PUGH

67 Record Reviews
Marty Robbins. Ray Stevens. Joe Ely. Deborah Allen. Billy Joe Shaver, Cristy Lane,
Fiddlin' Frenchie Burke. Dottie West, David Allan Coe. Billie Jo Spears. Stephanie
Winslow. Bob Wills" Original Texas Playboys. Burrito Bros.. Leon Russell. Leon
Everette. and Rex Allen, Jr.
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THE HOUND DAWG RECORD SHOP
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Letters

When You’re Hot, You’re Hot

After about twenty years, I've finally
decided to write to an editor concerning an
article.

I agree with a lot of the things that Mar
tie Gray had to say in your March issue.
especially about Charlie Daniels. [ con
sider him to be a great personality and a
superb musician.

What seems to be the hang-up about
Willie Nelson? If 1 were in Willie's shoes,
I'm sure [ would be trying to get it all while
I could, too. It seems to me that all too
soon in the music business, you can find
yourself out of the limelight.

If he can cash in on the bucks while he’s
hot, who's to say he shouldn’t? As to his
song (On the Road Again), if it was that
easy to write a song. perhaps [ would have
a Grammy award sitting in my living room.
ERNEST AUSTIN
DOVER, DELAWARE

The Jerry Reed Style

Jerry Reed is Jerry Reed no matter what
he does—talking inan interview, acting on
the screen. strumming his guitar or singing
his songs. | can appreciate the fact that he
wants to excelin all things, and this is to be
admired, but he should know his limita-
tions. As an actor, despite the coaching
and encouragement of Burt Reynolds. he is
simply Jerry Reed up there on the screen.
exercising his charm and brashness, and an
accomplished actor he is not. His singing is
engaging at times, but again. itis the Reed
style that seems to make many of his songs
sound the same. The one outstanding tak
ent that he does possess is playing the gut
tar, and [ would put him in the same class
with two other greats, Chet Atkins and
Roy Clark.

In all fairness to Jerry. a man who is not
content torest on hisalready achieved law
rels, and who continues to strive to do
better, is one to be admired. More power to
you, Jerry!

CHARLES G. GESSNER
WINCHESTER, KENTUCKY

Elvis’s Songwriters

The interview with Jerry Reed in the
March 1981 issue of Country Musicis fine.
Ijust love him. But Reed is not the only one
that has four songs recorded by Presley. |
think Mac Davis does also. | remember
Jerry when he was on the Smothers Broth-
ers show. Also | remember him when he

was with Glen Campbell. | am a country
music nut. and | am from the Southwest
anyway. But check and find out if Mac
Davis doesn’t have four songs Elvis re-
corded. Reed's songs are Guitar Man, A
Thing Called Love, U.S. Male, and Talk
About the Good Times: Mac Davis's are A
Little Less Conversation, Memories, Don't
Cry Daddy, In the Ghetto. 1 enjoy my
Country Music Magazine and my daugh-
ter-in-law has the issues from 1972 when
you first started. Many thanks.

EMMER AMBERGY

FALLS CHURCH. VIRGINIA

A Létter to Tom T. Hall

Since [ am one of the oldest living bona
fide country music fans alive, [ feel free in
addressing vou as an old friend singing Old
Dogs and Children and Watermelon Wine.
I think | have every record you have ever
made. [ go way back to the Grand Ole
Opry on Saturday nights on a battery
radio. and baby chicks being sold from Del
Rio. Texas. and Alladin Lamps commer-
cials. | wanted an Alladin Lamp like our
grandchildren want fine china. silver. etc.
today. to be packed away in their mother’s
attic. (You KNOW that’s where wedding
gifts wind up. do you not?)

I have been getting Country Music
Magazine for several years and keep hav-
ing it renewed. | go along with the new
country-western sound and find myself
getting bored with some of the too. too old
songs. If anyone knows all about country
music it is ME. [ keep three radios on our
WIVK country music radio station all day
and all night. [ like to wake up during the
wee hours when old ladies can’t sleep and
lie there and listen to you singing Old Side
of Town. Moe Bandy’s Take Me Back 10
Yesterday.and wonder why these songs do
not go higher on the charts.

To make a long letter a little longer. |
want to say that what this country needs
along with cheaper gasoline is somewhere
we can find a list of addresses of ourfavor-
ite country-western singers. | read where
my old friend (via radio and records) Joe
Stampley got married. and I would like to
congratulate him and tell him (and others)
how much their music brightens up the
lives of shut-ins and older folk who urp at
Lawrence Welk and love The Lone Star
Cafe stars on Saturday nights when old
eyes get tired watching TV. 1 had the
chance to meet David Houston here once
and told him this and he seemed to really
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appreciate it. I saw you and Carl Smith at
Jake Butcher's rally at our coliseum when
he was a candidate for governor.

Do something about addresses. please.
LENA KREIS
KNOXVILLE. TENNESSEE

It’s Hard on the Eyes

I just received my March 1981 issue of
Couniry Music Magazine. | really enjoyed
the articles on the Statler Brothers.

The article “America’s Poets™ by Kurt
Vonnegut made me chuckle, even thoughit
was not meant to be funny. Take a look at
the lyrics of Flowers onthe Wall. Notice in
the last verse. the poor man must have been
walking on his eyes. as they are not "accus-
tomed to this hard concrete.”

I believe. when | have heard the Statlers
sing the song. it goes, "Anyway my eyes are
not accustomed to this light, and my shoes
are not accustomed to this hard concrete.”

You have a very interesting magazine
and Ilook forward to receiving it. Keep up
the good work.

CAROL L. KAHN
SPRING VALLEY. MINNESOTA

Thank vou for the correction. Two lines
were inadvertently omitted from the copy.
Ed.

One Disappointed Fan

Patrick Carr’s article about the Statler
Brothers (March "81) was incorrect on at
least one point: “The Statlers never leave a
gig until every fan who wantsan autograph
has got one....” This fan (who wanted
one) did not get an autograph from the
Statlers after their performance at Greens-
boro. North Carolina on January 26. 1980.

Other than that one point. I really
enjoyed reading about the Statlers. who are
my favorite country music group.
CATHY HARRIS
AXTON. VIRGINIA

They're Houstonians
Please tell Suzan Crane. writer of the
“Northfield Bank™ (Jesse James) piece in
vour March 1981 issue. that Vince Vance
and the Valients of *Bomb Iran™ fame are
in fact from Houston, not L.A. as des
cribed.
BILI CAMPBELL

KIKK-AM
HOUSTON. TEXAS




Now ... all the award winning
authentic, full length golden hits
of the most popular vocal group
of all time!—

HE PLATTERS
70 ORIGINAL

GOLDEN HITS
oy 43° EAGH!

ONLY

We make home music the way you want it to be!
In today’s “high cost for everything” atmosphere, TAKE THIS FREE
Candlelite Music rolls back prices to “the good old BONUS ALBUM

days”. That's right—not the $1.49 you now pay for
singles—but less than 43¢ a song—even lower
than the original retail prices of 25 years ago!

“Remember When"—a full
$8.98 value—your choice of
record or tape, Keep it just for
listening Free to the Platters
Big Treasury! It's the perfect
companion album—Remem-
ber When—the magic of
the original—all full length
—recordings of the oriﬁi-
nal Platters greatest all-
time hits including:

The Magic Touch « The
Great Pretender < Harbor
Lights - I'll Never Smile
Again < Are You Sincere? -
Red Sails In The Sunset - For The
First Time < To Each His Own -
Remember When « Plus More
Plus! a Free 14 day audition,
Free showcase presentation
case, Free three year replacement

You heard the saying—Why don’t they make mu-
sic like they used to? Well,—we did! EVERY ONE A
PLATTERS MASTERPIECE FOR ONLY 43¢ EACH,

Yes, each song a certified golden hit. You get 3
hours of solid gold hits on 6 pure virgin vinyl records
(4 - 8 track or cassette tapes) 70 hits in all including
your free album,—no fillers—no unknowns—ijust
the greatest hits ever recorded. Remember?—

ly Prayer - Smoke Gets In Your Eyes « Only
du « The Magic Touch - Twilight Time -
nchanted « I'm Sorry - On
y Word Of Honor -
eaven On Earth -
inner Take All - The
reat Pretender - You'll
sver, Never Know - If
didn’t Care - One in
Million < To Each

is Own « | Wish .

y Dream - itisn’'t
ght - Red Sails In \§

ALBUM

{(Worth up to $8.98
if you could buy it
in the store) in your

1e Sunset « I'll choice of Record,
wver Smile Again - 8-Track or Cassette!
wrbor Lights - 70

iceless Recordings In All!
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guarantee, and Free time payment plan

_ ANNOUNCING THE GREATEST
HOME MUSICVALUE IN AMERICA.

At Americas Home Music Store you get to
listen to the music you want before you decide
to buy it—in the convenience of your home—
you get a Free luxurious "Showcase Presen-
tation Case™ stamped in heavily layered 24KT
Gold—luxurious leather ook binding. Plus
your Candielte record or tape wears out, is
damaged or scratched, or if the sound quality
diminishes in any way—we will roplace it any
any time within 3 years. And we offer Free
charge and time payments No finance
charges. no down-payments, no hidden costs.

BUT YOU MUST ACT NOW
THESE LOW PRICES ARE IN EFFECT
FOR ONLY 30 DAYS!

You know the way costs are sky-
rocketing . inflation. oil prices, pa-
per costs go up every week. We can
hold the "roll back prices’ for only so long.
S0 act today and fill in and mai! the free audition
certificate. You have nothing to lose—and a free
album worth $8.98 more to gain'

FREE AUDITION CERTIFICATE

YES—Please rush my FREE PLATTERS ALBUM logether with the giant coliection “THE PLATTERS 70

ORIGINAL GOLDEN HITS™ for a FREE 14-day audition in my home | may return the big Treasury and owe

nothing But the FREE ALBUM is mine 1o keep no matter whal | decice!

11 decrde to purchase the “THE PLATTERS 70 ORIGINAL GOLDEN HITS' bill me onz $7 49.a month for

the Record or Tape Treasury for four months plus $2 97 postage and handing NO DOWN PAYMENT,

NO FINANCE CHARGES.

IMPORTANT- CHECK here to make sure you get a FREE ALBUM AND TREASURY for audition of the

edihion you prefer

[J C71 RECORD TREASURY [ ] C71 8-TRACK TAPE TREASURY
(] C71 CASSETTE TREASURY

SAVE EXTRA MONEY!

[ SAVE $2 97. We will pay postage and handling charges if you send us a check or money order for
Ihe entire amount of 29 97 for the Comp'ete Record o Tape Treasury for prompl processing and delivery
Samn': FREE ALBUM and 14-day audition privilege Prompt money-back guarantee f no! completely
satished

3 CHARGE IT"  or you may charge the entire amount o your Maslercharge or VISA and save $2 97
postage and handling charges also Same privileges

MASTERCHARGE #__ .

Inerpank #___ _— _ExpDate— 000000
VISA#___ S - S S
Name - - - S
Address SR _ R —
ety 0 Stat Ip
Sigrature .
W under 18 have parent or quardian sign Sales ta restdents only Al prders are subject e
f request 0l by
Candlelite Music: America's Home Music Store 130
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quality 8-track or Cassette tapes glorified b
And at a price actually LOWER than you pai
MUSIC COLLECTION!

Now—the 70 glorious award-winning hits of

The Fabulous Platters!

YES| Every elegant musical memory from the fabulous 50's is yours in this absolutely
magnificent GOLDEN TREASURY! Your choice of six pure virgin viny! records, four deluxe
y the superb “Showcase Presentation Case”.

d in the “good old days”! A MUST FOR EVERY

‘Remember ‘When

THE MAGIC OF THE ORIGINAL PLATTERS
GREATEST ALL TIME HIT RECORDINGS

Take This

“Collectors edition” Album

FREE!

Created exclusively for you by Candlelite Music, this
golden retrospective is truly an emotional experience
you will thrill to again and again! Not available anywhere
else in the world....and it's yours FREE for accepting this
FREE audition invitation!

See other side for details.

NO POSTAGE
NECESSARY
IF MAILED
IN THE
UNITED STATES

BUSINESS REPLY CARD

FIRST CLASS PERMIT NO. 7 HUNTINGTON STATION, NY 11746

POSTAGE WILL BE PAID BY ADDRESSEE

Candlelite Music Inc.
“The Fabulous PLATTERS offer”

7 Norden Lane/Huntington Station
N.Y 11746

Find Your Most Romanlic
Musical Memories Here!

THE PLATTERS are truly Immortal for they created a whole
new era of special listening pleasure. There has not been

a vocal group since those special years in the 50's that *

have even come close to copying their magic. Thus these
originat recordings are—in every sense of the word—
true “Collectors Finds”! And this may be your only oppor-
tunity 1o own tne TO greatest PLATTENS' hits ... this
Golden Treasury is not available anywhere else at any
pricel

I EE————— T T T

“TWILISNT 1S 1t was the spring of 1958, and it was The Piatters second
retease for that year, and it rocheted to the #1 position. One of the best loved
Platters songs, thts fantashe recording remarned on the ht parade from
March to August of that glorious year! Is there any doubt that this amazing
vocal group has captured our hearts?

“PWLY RN This ts the song, and the recording that started it all' The year
was 1955 when this recording on The Mercury Record Labet aimost was lost
in the shuftle, but atter a mne month climb trom obscurrty into the top ten
across the country. *Ony You® and The Platters made their mark in the fall ot
'551 The lead style of Tony Willlams on this record was, to put 1t midly, a
shociong thing to hear in a world of such bland and emstiontess “psp”
mecidags The magi and the wonder had only begun, and The Platters
wor alresdy ecogmzed as the finest group ever!

WM LIGMTE This (s The Piatters first release tor the 1960's, and in
January of 1950 they stormed onto the hit parade with this sensitive all-time
favorite baflad 1t was stilla hitin the spring of that year! A trufy giant favorite
of The Plaiters

W% PAYEE In the heat of the summer of 1956 this recording soared to the
#1position ali across this country. In August * My Prayer” it £1, and stayed
there, until it was nudged out in Septembes by Elvis’ *Don't Be Cruel” Herels
one of the single most powarful and dramatic performances ever captured
on record, and 1t features an andwng that never ceases to be spelibmding
TR GRLA! PRITIMERE Here s one of the most simple, yet totally
redul recordings ever athieved 1 all of recorded history, Time cannot
dim the strength, nor hold bath the excitement, thal lives & 13 gant hit
The Platters second hit. 1n a row, and #1 at the end of 1955, and the
begwnning of 19561 This song was agiant hiton the charts for over 6 months!
CPRA MEVER AMNLE BERA 1t was the end of the summer of 1961 when The
Platters had this hit recording, a beautitul rendition of The Tommy Dorsey
song from the 40's This was the final hit for the original Piatters, who had
sctually separated trom their great lead singer a year eartier, although he
dows sing fead on this track,

WL BN TR MURBET it was the end of the summer of 1960 when
thig very fine, highly respected hit recording first came into our hves it'strue
that this represents The Platters style, and yet, there 1s a little extra magic in
thrs performance No other version of this song can hold a Candlehite Candle
fo this premer crestion trom The Fabulous Platters

Authentic Full Leagih Recoesings!

SRR BETE R TV E RS Thes meredibie baltad first exploded on the
hitparadeat T giwog in 1958 and d to go Ike wildtire through
Christmas of that yser At the end of Janwary in 1959, when most records
would havewen fiaighed this gant of a performance moved into the #1 %ot
f to cnast, and t through March. 1959 A major it for 5
months, thie recording was a smash from Thanksgiving of 1958 into the
summer of 1959+

IR MM Hereis The Platers first hit seording of the ywer 1962, and it's
a song that wis a hit for fivo ditferent artists in 1948 They are Dons Day,
Dick Heymws, Gardon MacRas Tony Martin, and Sarah Vaughn

LT BRCAUSE Here 1s The Pratters last record release for 1957, and it
wis the fwst of The Platters “softer” ballads |t was a chart hit for the
Thanksgawng and Christmas sesons of that year.

“4f % T I This Pigtters Sang broka into the hit parade tn September
of 1956, and 't s was on the hit parade at Chnstmas of that same year! The
Platters dominated the hit parade for over five years but no year would
compare to the great exploston of 1956

9 BRRAN In te summes of 1957 this hyprotic bakad, based on classical
muss, was 2 great hit record You will be both amazed and deighted with
every listen to this song. for The Platters magic 1s alive and wetl in "My
Orgam *

w10 10l MO 1t 18 no secret that The Platters lead vocalist, Tony
Wistams. 15 one of the great styksts of modern music Here, Tony lends his
*magic Yosch” to a long tme favorite

PR Y WORS I WBNEN Tris giant hit for The Platters broke onto the it
parade in time tor Christmas in 1956, and was stifl a major hit record in thy
spring of 1957 This recording 1s one of the finest of the “big beat" ballads
evar made, and 1t rales among the best of The Platters records A mieston®
cassic

AN TU NI This song is actually a “country” ballad, that has
become a popular ballad, over thayears A big tut from the winter of ‘58, and
several times after that, and tn many vanied musical formats Despiteall the
renditions The Piatters vession (s one of the two finest ever recorded

Tl AN TOUCE One of the bigaest hits for The Platters. this batlad-
with-a-big-beat chmbed ai the way to the top of the hit parade begmningm
March of 1956 A big hit from March through September of musical history )
most golden year On this recording we see the end of the *Only You" guitat
and the *Great Pretendes* plano. which gave way to the permanent sound of
the "Magic Touch® saxophones

1 9 SERET Here ts The Platters first single tor 1957, and ose of their best
toved recordings A tremendous hit for four months, and as a single record
in 1957, a chart item for almost 34 ot the entire year!

S 2w a1 R O ¢ The SHLAET Cuntitte Samiery e
..."Loveotalitetime’, "I i GetBy", “You Can Depend on Me". “Reachingfor
3 Star, "No Matter What You Are”, “The Sound and The Fury®, “Tress".
“That's My Desire”, "No Power on Earth”, *My Blue Heaven®, °I'd Climb the
Highest Mcuntan® “Whsh it Were Me®. "Embraceable You®, "Oh Promise
Me", *I Gve You My Wora™, *I'm Just a Daneing Partner” “What Dges it
Matter’ *September Song°, *For the First Time® *Don’t Forget®.
‘Summertime’, *Stormy Weather", *Remember When®, “A Slespy
Lagoon®, "I Wish®. *Glory of Love™, “You'll Never Waik Alone®, "Helpless”,
*You're Making A Mistake” “More Than You Know®, *Summertime”,
“Where', ‘One tn A Million®, "Heaven On Earth®, *You'll Never, Never
Know", “Ebb Tide", “It1 Didn't Care”, “Winnes Take All", “To Each HisOwn®,
and over a dozen more pricetess recordings!

s% Candlelite Music, inc.

1 Amenca’s Home Music Store

§  © Home of The Original Golden Treasury Series
/ 7 Norden Lane,

Huntington Station, N.Y. 11746
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Charlie Daniels
Recording Artist

If the best things in life
are free, this is one of them,
Just fill out the coupon be-
low, send it in and we'll
send you «a free can of
Happy Days moist
smokeless tobacco.

Just & pinch between
your cheek and gum will
give you real tobacco
pleasure with;)ut lightix;:g
up. Go Smokeless. It's the 2 fiL £ 3
only way to go. Apinch is all it takes!
rﬁﬁ---------------
SEND ME MY FREE CAN OF HAPPY DAYS. g

\ Fill out and send to: "Smokeless Tobacco."l
2 P.O. Box 2900, Dept. CM 102, Greenwich, Conn. 06830

Name and complete address must I

= appear on outside of envelope. I

({“ g — - Name
i e Db A f N ) -
s o o Sl Address

Zip Age*

I Limited to one sampling per family. “OFFER NOT AVAILABLE TO MINORS.
L ) L 1 ] ]

g
L-l-'-l-l-

©1981U.S. Tobacco Company
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Country Music Fans
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Waylon Jennings

Enjoy Today’s Top Hits
and Stars at Top Savings!

Start Saving Now! Take any six 8-Track
Tapes or Records or Cassettes for 1¢ with
trial membership. (Sorry, no mixing on
first six.) Indicate your choices on the
coupon, attach penny, mail it today!
Colortut Ma?azine! Free Choice! Every
four weeks illustrated MEDLEY brings news
of almost 400 selections and features a
“Selection of the Month™ in your favorite
music category. And, six times a year,

you receive sale issues, featuring a "‘Bonus
Selection’ and alternates at great savings
In all, you will have 19 purchase oppor-
tunities a year.

No need to buy a selection every time. You
merely agree to buy 3 more hits in the

next three years at regular prices—usually
$8.98 each for records or tapes. Half

price sales, naturally, do not count
toward minimum enrollment agreement.
Choose from top labels like RCA, London,
A&M, Warner Bros., Atlantic, Elektra,
Casablanca, Arista, Asylum, TK, 20th Cen-
tury Fox, Salsoul, Motown, Capitol, United
Artists . .. over 100 more!

Automatic Shipments! To get the regular
“Selection of the Month” or the special
sale “'Bonus Selection,” do nothing; it will
be sent automatically. If you want other
selections, or none, advise us on the card
always provided and return it by the date
specified. You always have at least 10 days
to decide. But if you ever have less than

10 days to make your decision, you may
return your automatic selection at our
expense for tull credit.

Cancel whenever you wish after completing
your membership agreement by notifying
us in writing. If you remain a member,
choose 1 selection FREE for every 2 you
buy at regular Music Service prices!

(There is a postage and handling charge
added to each shipment.)

Free 10-Day Trial! If not satistied you may
return your 6 hits after 10 days for a prompt
refund. Mail the coupon today!

Indianapolis, Ind. 46219

RCA Music Service, 6550 E. 3Dth St.,
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Kenny Rogers

The Statler Brothers

|

Mail to: RCA MUSIC SERVICE, P.O. Box RCA 1, Indianapolis, Ind. 46291
I 'enciose 1¢. Please accept my trial membership in

the RCA Music Service and send me the 6 hits I've ?ﬂg‘;‘s"g

indicated here under the terms outlined in this ad- | SeLECTIONS

vertisement. | agree to buy as few as 3 more hits at nndri:l:gg)by
nu .

regular Music Service prices in the next three years, ‘
after which | may cancel my membership. (Postage |
& handling charge added to each shipment.)

SEND MY SELECTIONS ON [ B8-TRACK
(check one only): | | TAPES

| am most interested in the following type of music—hbut | am
always free to choose from every category (check one only):

| B S N
| RECORDS [_] cAssmzs<

3]

[l ]
11__) EASY LISTENING (Instrumental/Vocal Moods) 2 I_J COUNTRY
3 ] TopAY's SOUND (Rock/Sout)

MR.
O w._ I
MISE (Please Print)
ADDRESS___ S SN S S
CITY— . —  _STATE____ s
PHONE ( gy ——————————2® B h\‘
Area Code [_;\ZI (XK
never . — \/

Have you bought anything else by mail in- last & months year

Limited to new members; continental U.S.A. only; one membership per family. Local taxes, if any, will be added.
RCA Music Service reserves the right to request additional information or reject any application
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All Your Favorite
“Country Hall of Fame
Songs are Here!

‘Little Green Apples” ® “Take Me Home. Country Roads™ @ * My Special
Angel” @ “Your Cheating Heart” ® “It's Only Make Believe™ ® Help Me
Make It Through The Night” e “Welcome To My World™ e “King 0f The
Road” ® "Make The World Go Away @ "Walk On By e "Green. Green
Grass Of Home™ @ [ Can't Stop Loving You™ e “For the Good Times™ ®
‘Honey” ® “Secret Love”™ @ “You'll Never Walk Alone” @ “Crazy” @
‘Memphis. Tennessee” ® “500 Miles (Away From Home)" o “l'd Be A
Legend In My Time™ ® “City Lights™  “Lonely Weekends ' @ "Moments to
Remember” ® “Oh. Lonesome Me" ® “Release Me™ @ “Heartaches By The
Number" e “Sunday Morning Coming Down™ @ "Amazing Grace  ® ' Scar-
iet Ribbons” @ “Peace In The Valley " e "I Believe™ ® “If | Were a Carpenter

o “Please Help Me. I'm Falling” ® “Wings Of A Dove” @ Jambalaya (On The
Bayou)™  “Crying In The Chapel” ® “You Win Again” e 1 Can't Help 1t 1f
I’m Still tn Love With You™ @ “1'm So Lonesome | Could Cry" @ “You Are My
Sunshine” ® “Me And Bobby McGee" ® "Husbands And Wives™ @ “Sweet
Dreams ® “Convoy” @ [ Love @ "By The Time | Get To Phoenix” @ “Four
Walls~ @ “All | Have To Do Is Dream” e ‘There Goes My Everything™
‘Crying Time" ® “You Gave Me A Mountain " e “Before The Next Teardrop
Falls” @ "Rose Garden” e “Almost Pursuaded” e “Behind Closed Doors

and many, many more' Hundreds Upon Hundreds of Priceless Record-
ings in al!

P ot =
R 7. o
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Find Your Favorites—
For All The Great Country
Artists Are Here!

Conway Twitty ® Roy Orbison e Everly Brothers @ Jerry Lee Lewis @ Hank
Wiliams @ Charlie Rich ® Tammy Wynette ® Roger Miller @ Jimmy Dean e
Marty Robbins e Patti Page e Dicky Lee @ Eddy Arnold @ George Jones ®
Ricky Nelson @ The Browns e Dolly Parton ® Jim Reeves @ Johnny Cash @
Ray Price @ Tom T Hall ® Chet Atkins @ Glen Campbell  Hank Williams. Jr
o Sonny James e Tennessee Ernie Ford e Floyd Cramer e June Carter Cash
o Legendary Carter Family ® Johnny Horton e Bobby Bare e Statler Bros ®
Donna Fargo & Bobby Helms e Jimmie Rodgers e Jerry Reed e Skeeter
Davis ® Mel Tillis ® Jim Ed Brown e Freddie Fender G W McCall @ Wi lie
Nelson e Pat Boone @ Lynn Anderson @ George and Tammy @ Ronnie Milsap
e Linda Ronstadt @ Kenny Rogers @ Lorettalynn  and many. many more'

P You get the exclusive
HANK WILLIAMS STORY!

The AMAZING GOLDEN DREAM OF HANK WILLIAMS! Discover
the man behind the legend. How did Hank Williams compose so
many great songs? Why did Hank record under a different name?
Find out for yourself why HANKSs popularity has grown BIGGER
every year since 1953. Was he destined to die at the age of 297

You'll find out when you hear what's in store for you in the greatest
country collection of all time!
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1 Candlelite Music, Inc. proudly presents ...

untry Music

Cavalcade!

The first and only complete Country Music Treasury ever assembled!
15 star-studded volumes—and the first one is yours FREE! The
greatest home music value in the history of recording!

Only Candlelite Music, Inc. could produce this vast and remarkable country
music collection that captures the very heart, soul and history of Country Music

in America!

ORIGINAL ARTISTS! ORIGINAL HITS!
Come and join us on a rare and exciting sound trip to the

heart of America—birthplace of our

very own music. Here is an unprecedented legendary country music song collection—your
very own “Grand Old Opry"—featuring the best of country music from yesterday and today ...
performed by the great country stars who gave these songs life and meaning!

IT'S A ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME COLLECTOR’S EDITION!

Reeves, Charlie Rich, Roger Miller and
few of more than 60 artists!

Music ... Legendary Guitars and Piano Sounds.

A complete home music fibrary of America’s most popular kind of music ... a treasury
not available in any store at any price! No record collection can possibly be
complete without this fantastic cross section of Americana!

Let your emotions take flight with the sentimentality of "Take Me Home—
Country Roads' ... the haunting refrains of “Release Me" ... the joy of "My
Special Angel” ... the melancholy of "Help Me Make It Through The Night'
the spirit of “King Of The Road" ... and literally hundreds more million
selling songs by all the greatest country artists ... names like Johnny
Cash, Conway Twitty, Hank Williams, Glen Campbell, Chet Atkins, Jim

Tammy Wynette, to name just a

The Authentic Golden Treasury Library Series!

Each volume of The Country Music Cavalcade features a different theme:
Heart of Country ... Midnight in Mempbhis ... Kings and Queens of Country

.15 great volumes in ali! Your

choice of three records or two 8-track tapes cradled in deluxe’/handsome gold-lettered
presentation cases that lock out dust and dirt. Choose the handsome blue-denim look, or the
deluxe collectors edition in a hand-crafted leather look for just $1 a volume more! Each
edition an heirloom to be passed on to your children and grandchildren.

Listen to each volume FREE for 14 days!

To sample the flavor, the magnificent artists in this one-of-a kind musical library, simply
complete and return the FREE Volume Certificate. You will receive Volume One, American
Country Gold as a FREE gift! Future volumes will then be sent you on approval to keep or

YOUR FREE GIFT

Your FREE gift just for sampling the wonders of Country Music
Cavatcade is the world's finest collection of ba'lads, rock and
down-home country songs that have rolled out of Nashvilie and into
your hearts.

AMERICAN COUNTRY GOLD —Discover your fondest and best
loved memories with Conway Twitly, Patsy Cline, Bill Anderson, Jan
Howard, Brenda Lee, Red Foley, Buddy Holly, Barbara Mandrell, Don
Williams, Kitty Wells, Wilma Burgess, Webb Pierce, and many more!
It's alt yours FREE . . . no obligation to buy anything at all!

Just look at these songs —

Misty Blue ® Sweet Dreams (0t You) ® She's Got You ® Kisses
Sweeter Than Wine @ A(l Alons Am | @ Wasted Days And Wasted
Nights @ Vaya Con Dios @ Sieeping Single tn A Double Bed ® My
Heart Is An Open Book ® Honeycomb @ Fool #1 @ Another
Somebody Done Somebody Wrong Song ® Oh, Oh, I'm Falling In
Love Again @ Hello Darlin’ @ That'll Be The Day ® Walkin' After
Midnight @ Statue Of A Fool @ Lonely Teardrops @ San Antonio
Stroll @ A Satistied Mind @ Texas (When | Die) ® You're My Best
Frieng ® You've Never Been This Far Before . . . and, many many
more!

—Volume One! Three Superb
Records ... Two Deluxe 8-Track Tapes!

UP TO $10.49
VALUE—FREE

return as you wish. You always have 14 days to audition each

volume before deciding. NO MINIMUM PURCHASE is required

and Volume One is yours to keep FREE in any case

This fabulous collector's edition home music library is yours only
through invitation ... so please return the FREE VOLUME
CERTIFICATE today as this invitation may be withdrawn without
notice!

r - l‘reefvdl;me_cértiﬁcatq f‘

Country Music Cavaicade

A Service of Candlelite Music Inc.

6 Commercial St., Hicksville, N.Y.
This certificate entities me fo receive—as a FREE gift—Volume |,
can Country Gold. of the 15-volume collection COUNTRY
MUSIC CAVALCADE

Am

ungerstand that | am under no obligation to buy anything at any
time. but as a subscriber, | will be notified of all future shipments. |
y snipment or cancel my subscription by notitying you
ipment date shown on the invoice accompanying my

pment notice

may reje

ecewng my hest volume, |f you do not hear from me. you
may send me one volume approximately every six weeks to enjoy in
my home free tor 14 days. At times | may receive several volumesina
| have the same 14 day FREE tnial ! will also
abligation to buy, the special Candleiite Country
ease | may return any volume at your expense and

ar only thase volumes | keep at the rate of one
at the low price of just $9.49 for three
double-length B-track tapes (plus a small

| prefer
[ Denim Record (34892) (2 Denim Tape (34918)
[0 Leather Record (34900) 1 CJ Leather Tape (34926)t

Mr
Mrs
Miss

Address Apt No

City State 2ip

i 1

area code Phone

Signature

Sales tax added for N Y. residents
Limit one subscription per household All applications Subject to réview
and we reserve the right 1o reject any application Copyright 1976 - CMI
Sales Expiration Date:12/8]
'$1 more for leather-look edition
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For instance. David Allan Coe is hardly a
new comer to country music. He has been
recording some great music for several
vears, yet | have never seen him even men-
tioned in your magazine. Any particular
reason’

After livingin Wilmington, North Caro-
lina for nearly four years, ! have also
enjoved the music of a very talented new-
comer to the field of country music. Mike
Cross. The beauty and sensitivity of his
lyrics rivals those of similar, more well-
known artists such as John Prine or Kenny
Rogers, and heis probably the most versa-
tile musician | have ever heard. Mike Cross
is becoming extremely popularin the Caro-
linas. Tennessee. West Virginia, etc.. but
I've never seen him mentioned. either. Asa
lover of country music. these oversights
disappoint me very much.

1 doubt that this letter will see print, but
in the event that it does. | am sure you'll
hear from others who agree with me.
Kenny Rogers and Conway Twitty are
doing great things for our music, but how
about a little variety?

CHERYL L. KINKLE
LAKE ORION, MICHIGAN

Check out our May issue for an interview
with David Allan Coe. Ed.

* Whatever Happened To...?

Enjoved your January-February issue
very much, especially the article on Merle
Haggard! Just heard one of his latest
relcases about leonard Svkes (Tommy
Collins). and it started me to wondering
what has happened to him. | remember
him from the "50s. with songs like There'll
Be No Other and You've Got To Have a
License. Wish you could enlighten me on
the status of Leonard Sykes (Tommy Col-
lins). | know you don’t make personal re-
plies. so would appreciate something in
your magazine.

WADF O. WILLIAMS
HOUSTON, TEXAS

Check the People section of our May issue,
which mentions some of the things Svkes
has been up to lately. Ed.

- Steel Guitar

Have read and enjoved your publication
for several vears. | have particularly en-
joyed your features on the history of coun-
try music and the important role that indi-
vidual instruments have played. When
most of us think of the “sound™ of country
music. we automatically hear certain in-
struments. One of the instruments most
often mentioned is the steel guitar. In this
particular time, when country music has so
many different forms, the steel is often in
the background. As an avid steel fan, |
would very much like to see the steel front
stage and center. | would like to take this
opportunity toencourage a feature on steel

guitar in an upcoming issue.

For the past several years, the Interna-
tional Steel Guitar Convention has been
held in St. Louis, Missouri. 1 have been
surprised that you have not had a feature
article on this event. Although it is not
limited to country music, there is certainly
a lot of country music played at the con-
vention. Almost anyone of any reputation
in steel guitar is a participant. They have
their own Hall of Fame. the whole bit. Last
vear’s Hall of Fame inductee was Speedy
West. The convention has always been
held on Labor Day weekend, and is sched-
uled at the Chase Park Plaza Hotel this
year.

Hope to read more on steel in your
magazine.

STEVE PARKER
MAHOMET, ILLINOIS

A story on the steel guitar is in the works.
Hope vou enjoyed the article on the Gib-
son Company in our May issue. Ed.

The Great George Jones

The National Academy of Recording
Arts and Sciences deserves much praise in
awarding George Jones its Grammy for
“Best Country Vocal Performance. Male”
for He Stopped Loving Her Today. This
award, coupled with the CMA’s “Male
Vocalist of the Year™ honor given to him
recently. shows that the music industry is
finally realizing George is a great artist.
George Jones ranks among the best of
country singers; he will easily be remem-
bered by country music fans generations
from now. along with Hank Williams,
Hank Snow. Ernest Tubb. Roy Acuff, and
Merle Haggard. as a premier interpreter of
true country music. Please note this list
of country music greats is not too long, and
does not include country singers whose
music is indistinguishable from disco.

George Jones is a true song stylist: his
honky-tonk ballads are sung with such
feeling and intensity that George can often
make vou cry. | know I do. He is a sincere
artist who has changed a bit with the times.
but has kept his brand of country music
pure and simple and beautiful. His recent
album. I Am What 1 Am, is one of the
greatest he has ever recorded. But we
should remember George has been record-
ing since the mid-1950s, and has many,
many beautiful hits over the years. Itis a
shame this fact must be brought out. but it
has to be stated because many country
music stations did not play George's music
when he was not in the Top Ten of the
country charts. | am very proud tosay that
on my program, “Let There Be Country.”
we have been plaving his music on each
show - not only because we want to,
which we do— but because our New York-
New Jersey-Connecticut audience loves
George. too! If possible, could Country
Music Magazine feature George in a cover

14

issue soon to talk about this latest phase of
his career? Millions of fans of the “ol" Pos-
sum” would greatly appreciate it!

On the Grammys telecast. George re-
ceived a standing ovation from his peers
not because George is making a comeback.
He's not making a comeback. because he
never went away. he just made a slight
detour! The audience gave him a standing
ovation because George Jones is a true
legend. George doesn’t flaunt himself like
some other country performers who believe
they are stars—George proves he is a
superstar each time he walks out on stage.

George. we love vou! Keep on perform-
ing. keep on recording, keep on being
yourself! We need you.

Thank you very much for printing this
letter.

DENNIS DA COSTA

WFUV-FM

NEW YORK. NEW YORK

Our Eminent Consultants

Every month on your magazine’s mast-
head. I've been noticing the citation. Board
of Editorial Advisors, and the listing of the
current members: Tom T. Hall, Johnny
Cash. Emmylou Harris, Barbara Mandrell.
and Merle Travis. Could you publish an
article in a future issue explaining to read-
ers the function and the contributions of
the Board of Editorial Advisors to Coun-
try Music? 1 really think it is a great idea to
have country stars in the capacity of advi-
sors to your magazine since it is about
country stars. Thank you.

Also, I'd like to see a feature about
Margo Smith.

GAIL HABBYSHAW
MERCER, PENNSYLVANIA

The Board of Editorial Advisors was de-
vised to enable the members to air their
views on anything related to country music.
We feel we are a perfect avenue for them to
do so, and are glad that you do, too. Ed.

—WBiI—I;“E;sh” Craddock—

I'm writing to see if | can convince youto
PLEASE do an article on Billy “Crash”
Craddock. He is so talented and sexy. and
underrated. Could you please tell all those
people who put on those award network
shows that we, the country music fans.
would sure appreciate it heaps if they
would have Mr. Country Rock Billy
“Crash” Craddock ! 11ttt
on once in a while. What a treat for we
ladies would be in store!

PATRICIA JOHNSON
SANTA ROSA. CALIFORNIA
[1-)1 at volume “mail,

e to our great volume of mail,)

we regret we can t answer all letters

1indiuidual£{. We welcome your op-
linions and will publish the most rep-|
resentative letters in this column.

LI:el us hea:jirgf you. - l‘d B




X HOHMER
KEYBOARDS

33w

STEREO

SIDE 1
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1. CLAVINET 2. PIANET
3. PIANET/CLAVINET DUO

PERFORMED 8Y GEORGE MANCINI
ON KEYBOARD
AND GARY AMOS ON DRUMS.
ANNOUNCER: MANDEL KRAMER

HOHNER'S ON RECORD
WITH TODAY'S BIGGEST KEYBOARD SOUNDS.
HEAR FOR YOURSELF.

Hohner keyboards deliver today's most
unique sounds. And to prove it, we've
recorded them on a soundsheet record.
Send in the coupon for a free copy. Then
tune in to the sound of Hohner's String
Performer, Pianet, Clavinet and Pianet/
Clavinet Duo.

On side one, keyboard artist George
Mancini starts with some sounds you
never knew you could make with a
Hohner Clavinet. Like harpsichord, guitar
and mandolin. Plus the classic Clavinet
sound that's so unique, it's part of most
top performers’ repertoires.

The next big sound you'll hear comes
from the very portable Pianet T It's no
bigger than an overnight suitcase. And
its exclusive plucking reed technique
eliminates the mechanical problems and
reed changes of other portables.

Then get ready for the most exciting
sound in keyboards today —the break-
through Pianet/Clavinet Duo. It has 60
full-size keys. Ranges over five full
octaves. And blends Pianet, Clavinet
and bass sounds on single keystrokes.
Or separates them with the touch of a
foot pedal. All in a single manual.

You'll flip over the flip side as George
plays a wide variety of music on the
incredible String Performer. With the
sounds of piano, bass, clavichord, violin,
viola and cello. Then, for his big finish,
George mixes polyphonic piano, strings
and bass with monophonic clarinet,
strings, brass and phasing effects.

Our record will open your ears to the
most unique sound in keyboards today.
Just send in the coupon for a copy.

M Hohner Inc . Advertising Dept
Andrews Road. Hicksviile, N Y 11802

| hear you, Hohner.
Send me your soundsheet.

Name
Address

City




America’s leading
couniry music

station is
in New York.

*in the last nationwide Arbitron sweep, Fall 1980, WHN had the highest
cume of all country music stations. Mon-Sun, 6 AM-12Midnight, Metro,
Totat Cume Persons 12 +. All data are estimates and subject to survey
limitations.

A MUTUAL STATION




By Laura Eipper Hill

Barbara Celebrates
Roy Rogers’ 50th

Barbara Mandrell helpedRoy Rogers
and Dale Evans celebrate Rogers's 50th
anniversary in show business on her Bar-
bara Mandrell and the Mandrell Sisters
TV show, and Barbara described it as one
of the high points of her career. In order to
help mark the event, the show's producer
Marty Krofft went to some trouble. He
recalled reading in Roy's biography that he
was born on Second Street in Cincinnati,
in a building demolished to make way for
the Cincinnati Reds’ Riverfront Stadium.
“Roy was always adamant that he was
born where second base is now located at
the stadium. In fact last vear the Reds
made a big fuss about this when Roy
attended a game.” Krofft said.

Krofft got on the phone to the Reds
management and forthwith asked them for
the second base bag. autographed by the
entire team. The base was presented to
Rogersonthe show. “We were delighted to
participate.” said Roger Ruhl of the Reds’

People

marketing division. “R oy Rogers and Dale
Evans are particular favorites in Cincin-
nati and have attended many of our home
games over the vears. Thereis also another

aspect to the affair. In July. 1979, Barbara
performed at the stadium headlining one
of our country music night events. The
stage was built on second base.”

Glen Campbell and Tanya Tucker,
the darlings of gossip columnists from
coast to coast. have ended their more than
year-long courtship. Plans to marry next
Valentine's Day have been dropped along
with a scheduled British tour.

“Bo Tucker, Tanya's father. told me
that in the future Tanva and Glen will not
mix their professional careers,” said an
MCA Records spokesman. “He would not
comment on the status of Tanva and Glen's
engagement.” Tanya. however. did not
hold her tongue in a recent People Maga-
zine article. "1 would lay down my life.”
said Tanya. “for Glen Campbell if | could
just make him totally happy for even one
day. But he’s not the kind to change his
mind.”

The breakup. caused by rumored fights
and disagreements was obviously Glen's
idea. After Tanya appeared at a fashion-
able clubin Los Angeles without Glen. and
tried to hide it. Glen was outraged. “He
says that if | could lie to him about that. |
could lic about other things,” Tanva said.

But Tanya is not one to let this stop her
from pursuing her goals. Her plans for the
future include the opening of a boutique in
Beverly Hills (originally to be backed by
Campbell) and entering the famed Lee
Strasberg Theater Institute,

Rosanne Cash kicked off her long-
awaited second CBS album with a wildly
successtul mini-tour that took her to Cleve-
land. Dallas. New York and Los Angeles.
Crowds were SRO at every engagement,
and included Linda Ronstadt and Rex
Smith. who turned out for her date at New
York’s Bottom Line. as did Kurt Vonne-
gut. At Sweetwater. near Los Angeles. old
friends Nicollete Larson and Andrew
Gold were among the well-wishers. Ro-
sanne and husband Rodney Crowell arc
in the midst of a move from California to

CMF & Franklin Mint:
New Partnership

But-Can-You-Afford-Nor-to-Own-11?
Department: The Country Music Founda-
tion and the Franklin Mint have collabo-
rated on the ultimate country music record
collection. The Greatest Country Music
Recordings of All Time is a 100-album,
50-set package culled painstakingly from
the CMF’s own 75.000-disc collection and
available through subscription only. Fea-
tured are cutsranging from Fiddlin Arthur
Smith to Johnny Cash--1.100 in all, and
all yours for a mere $9.75 per record. or
about $1.000 for the whole set.
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Nashville. where Crowell has production
deals sct with Bobby Bare and Guy
Clark.

Dick Feller booked a two-month tour
of Europe this spring. with stops scheduled
for England. Scotland and Holland. Dur-
inga recent tour of Holland. the composer
ot Lord Mr. Ford and FLastbound and
Down was hailed as being “to music what
Steinbeck. .S, Eliot and Thoreau were to
literature™ by an enthusiastic critic.

It looks like even Mickey Gilley has
given up on Gilley’s Beer. a brew that even
Mickey's close friends have a hard time
saying nice things about. Gilley is singing
the praises these dayvs of a competitor.
Schlitz. for whom he recorded five radio
commercials. The ads will be heard during
the Live From Gilley's radio program. a
weekly broadcast syndicated on nearly 250
stations.

Louisville’s annual Kentucky Derby Fes-
tival had a new dimension this year in a
kick-off country music concert at the ¢ity's
18.000-scat Freedom Hall Coliseum. Fea-
tured on the concert bill were Merle Hag-
gard, Lacy J. Dalton, Hank Williams,
Jr., Johnny Paycheck and Asleep At
The Wheel.

Freddy Fender hasturned his bilingual
talents to selling hamburgers. He recorded
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a Spanish-language version of the Mc-
Donald’s jingle for use in selected markets.
Meanwhile. a Nashville dance group
made forays into Fender's Tex-Mex terri-
tory. The Nashville Super Kickers
signed a contract with Mexican promoter
Mario Olmosfora six-week stintat a Mex-
ico City dinner club. The Broadway.
Club owners Roberto and Arturo
Santa Cruz say this marks the first Mexi-
can appearance by American country
music performers. The two-woman group.
composed of Paula Anderson and Andi
Albert. plans promotional tours of Aca-
pulco. Guadalajara and Monterrey. and
will also be featured in weekly promotional
television shows on Channel 13 Mexico.

R O eSS e BT,
10th Annual Fan Fair:

Fun-Filled Week

The 10thannual Fan Fair, co-sponsored
by the Country Music Association and the
Grand Ole Opry. and still the biggest bar-
gain in country music, will be held this year
from Monday, June 8 through Sunday.
June 14 in Nashville. Once again, tickets
for the entire week of concerts. activities.,
and special tours cost $35. The Municipal
Auditorium will be the site of most of the
festivities. although the celebrity softball
tournament will kick off the proceedings
onJune8 and 9 at Cedar Hill Park. and the
Grand Masters Fiddling Championship
will bring the week to a smashing close.

In between, there will be music to tickle
the ears of every variety of country music
lover. The record companies will showcase
their big-name country artists at concerts
throughout the week. As we go to press,
final arrangements with the artists are far
from complete. but here’s asampling of the
talent tentatively scheduled to appear: the
MCA show, to be emceed by Jerry Clow-
er, hopes to bring Barbara Mandrell
and The Oak Ridge Boys to its stage!
RCA has made tentative arrangements
with Alabama, Sylvia, and Leon Ever-
ette. Elektra/ Asylum will feature Johnny
Lee, while Plantation Sun has lined up
appearances by Patti Page, Orion, Dave
Dudley, and Jim Owen. Earl Thomas
Conley and Freddie Hart will perform at
the Sunbird show. and Ray Price will
showcase for Dimension.

One special show which promises to be
great fun is Biff Collie’s First and Second
Generation Reunion Show. which will
bring together a crew of country music’s
best-loved old-timers and their offspring.
Scheduled toappear: Patsy Montana and
her daughter Judy Rose; Doyle Wilburn
with his wife Margie Bowes and their
daughter Sharon; Stonewall Jackson
and son Turp; Kitty Wells and Johnny
Wright, with their children Bobby and
Sue; and Grandpa and Ramona Jones,

Dolly Returns To Nashville

it

After Las Vegas Debut

Dolly Parton’s Vegas debut didn't fare
quite as well as expected. Though Miss
Dolly  won enthusiastic reviews {rom
such publications as Variery and The Los
Angeles Times, she was forced to cancel
the last few days of her initial two-week
stay at the Riviera because of serious
laryngitis. Dolly’s second two-weck en-
gagement at the hotel is reportedly netting
her a record $350.000 a week.

Dolly took a few minutes during a recent
trip to Nashville to discuss her bout with
laryngitis and her upcoming film with
Burt Reynolds, The Best Little Whore-
house in Texas. Dolly attributed the bad
throat that forced her to cancel the last few
days of her first Vegas cngagement to
overwork and. exhaustion. "We were in
l.ake Tahoe first and I was already ex-
hausted from working so hard. Plus the air
thereis so thin thatit's hard on your voice.
On top of that. it you wear your clothes a
little too tight anyway, you have to sing
more from your throat than you should.”

Dolly spent almost two weeks resting in
L.os Angeles at her doctor’s insistence.
where she “staved in the bed. read a lotand
got fat asa pig. It was good for me. though.
It was the first time since | dont know

1 got a lot of planning and dreaming done
while | had to be quiet.”

Dolly has been busy writing songs for
Whorehouse, including. she said. at least
one duet for herself and Reynolds.

“Burt canactually sing pretty good.” she
said. "He's got a nice. smooth voice. Now,
he's not a great. grear singer, but he's gota
good commercial guality in his voice and
we're going to do good together. | guaran-
tee you we'll have at least one hot duet oft
the soundtrack album.”

Dolly also said she planned to get to-
gether with Reynolds in the hopes of co-
writing a tunc or two together. “1'm hoping
we can just set together and talk and
maybe co-write one of the duets. I'm rely-
ing on him to help me with the acting stuft
and maybe this will make him feel more a
part of the music.”

After Whorehouse, Dolly said her movie
plans are open. 1 may do another movie or
| may never do another one.” she said. “I
want to waita whileand see. Inany case. if
I do another movie of any kind. I'm going
to be in control of it. | wouldn’t have any
desiretodo movies at allif | was just gonna
be a product.”

accompanied by Mark and Alisa.

Jimmy C. Newman will return with
another Cajun show this year. and Bill
Monroe is scheduled to host a bluegrass
concert. Preparations are well under way
for a songwriters show and a show featur-
ing recording artists from an array of inde-
pendent labels; at a special international
show. artists from foreign countries will
perform.

Meanwhile, exhibits and booths will line
the lower level of the Municipal Audito-
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rium, sponsored by record companies, fan
clubs. and other organizations with an
interest in country music. Fan Fair partici-
pants can exchange information and col-
lect an assortment of giveaways at these
exhibits. including the autographs of coun-
try music artists, who will be dropping by.

The Fan Fair package includes free
tickets to visit the old Ryman auditorium,
the Country Music Hall of Fame. and
Opryland. as well as reservations at two
luncheons to be held under tents on the




R R By VS ey M S WA T AR P s St

Merle - Tom T. . Conway - Emmylou

grounds of the Municipal Auditorium
(country music artists will pertorm), and
an invitation to shake a leg at Tuesday
night’s square dance.

The Grand Ole Opry will reserve tickets
exclusively for Fan Fair participants at the
9:30 show on Friday, June 12, and on Sat-
urday, June 13, at both the 6:30 and 9:30
shows. Tickets for these shows can be
ordered through Fan Fair, but should be
paid for by separate check, made payable
to The Grand Ole Opry. Tickets for each
performance are S8.

Toregister for Fan Fair, send a check or
money order for $35, made payable to Fan
Fair to: Fan Fair, 2804 Opryland Drive,
Nashville, TN 37214. Further information
can be obtained by writing to the above
address, or calling 615-889-7502.
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Jamboree In The Hills
Scheduled For July

Forthe pastfour years. Brush Run Park
in St. Clarrsville, West Virginia (15 miles
west of Wheeling on 1-70) has been the site
of a tremendous. two-day country music
concert/picnic camp-out. Last year,
42,000 counury music fans carpeted the
grounds of Brush Run Park to listento a
lineup of country music greats under wide
open skies while munching on barbequed
chicken and sipping on the liquid retresh-
ment ot their choice.

The fifth annual Jamboree in the Hills,
sponsored by WWVA Radio and Jambo-
ree U.S.A. willtake place this year July (8
and 19, on the 150-acre spread that has
become its home. On Saturday, July 18,
from noon until 1! p.m., the Jamboree
audience will be entertained by Merle
Haggard, Tom T. Hall, Charlie Mc-
Clain, Mayf Nutter, T.G. Sheppard,
Conway Twitty, George Jones, and
Tammy Wynette. among others. OnSun-
day. from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m., Alabama,
Hoyt Axton, Billy “Crash’’ Craddock,
Emmylou Harris, Bill Monroe and the
Bluegrass Boys. and Margo Smith wiil
grace the Jamboree stage.

Concessions and primitive-style camp-
ing facilities will be available at the site.
Tickets tor the two-day event are $30.
Tickets tor Saturday only are $20: for
Sunday only, $15. Children under 12 are
admitted free. The fee for camping is $20
per vehicle, and the campgrounds open
Friday morning, July 7. Tickets can be
ordered by mailing checks or money orders
to Jamboree in the Hills, 1015 Main Street,
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003. 1 oreserve
tickets or camping space by phone (you
can charge them on Mastercard or Visa).
or to obtain further information. call the
toll-free number, 800-624-5456. (West Vir-
ginia residents call 304-232-1170.)

(Turn page for more People.)

Tom T. Clucks About Tyson Foods

Funky Chicken Department: You've
heard him sing the praises of Sneaky
Snakes and Old Dogs. and now Tom T.
Hall will be singing about poultry. Hail
has signed an extensive agreement as
spokesman for Tyson Foods Country Fresh
Chickenline. He and his wife. Miss Dixie.
will appear in a variety of television, radio
and print ads for the company. said to be
the world’s third largest supplier of broil-
ers. A number of the spots will be done at
the Hall's Fox Hollow home.

In preparation for the ads. Hall visited

Tyson’s corporate offices in Arkansas and
the company’s 16 processing plants across
the country. Seems Hall couldn’t be a more
appropriate spokesman for Tyson chick-
¢ns. “When we first met Don Tyson he
graciously toid Miss Dixie that any time
she needed chicken to be sure to call him.”
said Hall. "I don't think he realized how
often we entertain. We've served Tyson
tried chicken to everybody from the senior
citizens to the Tennessee State Legislature
and even took some to President Carter
at his homecoming.”

50 Million Watch PBS’s
Live From The Grand Ole Opry

Live From the Grand Ole Opry scored
another triumph in its fourth annual Pub-
lic Broadcasting Service broadcast. look-
ing as fresh and spontaneous as ever. The
show reached an estimated television audi-
ence of 50 million, who watched more than
forty Opry acts perform in a six-hour
show.

“It's a real challenge but I love it. All of
us who work on the show do." said director
Bob Boatman. who oversees the broad-
cast in addition to his chores as director of
Hee Haw. Boatman's task each year is not
an easy one. The Opry's spontaneity is one
of its prized characteristics. but can be a
director’s nightmare. There's no script.
nobody knows exactly who will sing what
until they sing it, all the patter onstage is
unrehearsed, and the talent lineup itself is
unknown until two days before the show.
Not only that, but all the Opry’s commer-
cial spots must be covered for a public

television broadcast. so Boatman and his

staff must prepare dozens of “iller” spots
for the show. Some of the most successful
this year were taped segments in which
Opry fans got a chance to ask the stars
questions which were then answered on the
air. "You'd honestly think some of the fans
were working for the National Enquirer.”
said Boatman.

The fact that the Opry continues to be
one of PBS’s most popular shows year
after year doesn’t come as a surprise to
Boatman, who has spent a lot o1 years
around country musictelevision: “The rea-
son the show is so popular is simply
because it's the Opry,” he says. "Everyone
recognizes what the mother church of
country music is. The Opry is the horse
that's been hauling the whole wagon and
has been for along. longtime. People real-
ize that the Opry. its music and its people,
are authentic. People want to get back to
the grass roots of country music and the
Opry is where the grass roots are.”
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Moe - Joe - Boxcar - Tammy

Boxcar Willie, in his customary over-
alls. battered hat and vintage jacket, tear-
fully became the Grand Ole Opry’s 60th
member. just weeks after John Conlee
joined the show. The grizzled hobo singer
was introduced by Roy Acuff. who de-
scribed him as “a true-blue country music
lover™ who had “tried different styles to
make his living in country music. But
finally he tried being his own natural self.
and since then, he's been very successful.”
Relatively unknown until just a few years
ago. "Box.” as he is known to his fiiends.
was clearly moved by the honor.

“Mr. Acuff. | had been practicing and
dreaming for 40 vears of being on the
Grand Ole Opry.” said the mid-fiftyish sing-
er. *1I'd been rehearsing my speech that
long. And now. I'm speechless.”

“C'mon. Boxcar. let's tear into ‘em.”
urged Acuff. “You got 43 years to go to
catch up to me.”

Conway Twitty followed up a concert
in Fort Lauderdale with a week-long visit
in Florida. Twitty spent most of the week
visiting with the New York Yankees in
their Fort Lauderdale spring training camp
and with his own Nashville Sounds minor
feague team at their camp in nearby Hol-
Ivwood. Florida. Twitty, who was a prom-
ising ball player himself years ago. is a

Annette O'Toole Plays Tammy
With Visions of Sissy’s Success

majority shareholder in the Nashville team.

Twitty wound up his Florida stint with
another visit - to the Miamirecording stu-
dio of Bee Gee Barry Gibb. It seems
Twitty and Gibb met at the Grammy
Awards show in New York and hit it off
immediately, prompting Gibb's invitation.
Gibb. who wrote Twitty's Rest Your Love
On Me. also reportedly asked fora copy of
the record when it went gold - toadd to his
collection.

Alex Harvey. who wrote such stan-
dards as Delta Dawn and  Ruben James.
has made strides as a movie star. Harvey
filmed The Long Summer Of George
Adams in Texas with James Garner.
After co-starring in the made-for-TV flick.
Harvey is reportedly being tapped as one
of six stars in an upcoming epic movie
titled Cataling. which supposedly deals
with an enemy takeover of the famous
island off the coast of California.

FFormer hostage Gary Lee got to meet
Kenny Rogers backstage after onc of
Rogers's L.as Vegas shows, the fulfillment
of a longtime wish. During his 14 months
of captivity in Iran. it seems. the only music
l.ce heard was The Gambler. a tune he
hoped to one day be able to thank Rogers
for.

Bill Anderson may be in the running

Annette O'Toole. who drew applause
for her portraval of Tammy Wynette in
television's Stand By Your Man, admits
that when first offered the role. she just
wasn't interested. Not because of Tammy,
whom she describes as "a really sweet per-
son.” but because of the shadow ot another
country music star. “When they first sent
me the script. | was very busy working on
Vanities in 1.os Angeles. and the shooting
schedule required me to begin work on the
part the day after Fanities was over.” said
the actress. “The image of Sissy Spacek as

Loretta Lynn loomed over me. | didn™t
want to do less than my best and | was
afraid | wouldn't have enough time to pre-
pare properly.”

As it turned out. she said. the few weeks
she had to get ready for the part were
plenty “any more and 1 think | would
have gotten too scared.” Miss O7Toole.
who bears a striking tacial resemblance to
Tammy, said the hardest aspect of the part
for her was mastering Tammy’s accent.
“Her accent is very pretty and | never felt |

got it completely accurate.” she said.
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for Bert Parks's old job. Whispering Bill
made his debut as a beauty pageant host at
the Miss Texas semi-finals at the Lufkin,
Texas Civic Center. where he was a huge
hit according to Civic Center spokesmen.
Said Bill: “With all my television back-
ground. it seemed to flow naturally. After
about the first 15 minutes of incredible
scenery. | was having a better time than the
audience.” Incidentally. Bill's syndicated
Backstage at the Grand Ole Opry went on
location recently to the Wembley Country
Music Festival in England.

The Nashville Songwriters Association
International named Bob Morrison its
Songwriter of the Year and He Stopped
Loving Her Today. by Curly Putman and
Bobby Braddock. the Songof the Yearat
its 14th annual bash. Morrison is the com-
poser or co-writer of such tunes as Looking
For Love and Love the World Away. For
Putman and Braddock the award was par-
ticularly sweet, coming after their tune
won George Jones a country Grammy.
1 thought the song was too morbid. too
down to ever be accepted very widely.” said
Braddock of the song's success. “1 really
didn't think it was commercial enough.”

The 600-plus songwriters and music in-
dustry VIPs (including Doobie Brother,
Michael McDonald) who jammed the
Hvatt Regency for the awards applauded a
total of 33 songwriter winners, among
them Ed Penney. who wrote Somebody'’s
Knocking and offered the following advice
to struggling voung songwriters: “If you
believe in vourself, don't quit. Remember
that the game goes on forever, and some-
day it will be your turn.”

After the awards dinner. a number of
writers adjourncd to alocal nightery. where
among those offering impromptu perfor-
mances was Michael McDonald. The rock
star is no slouch as a country crooner. it
seems, and presented a better-than-pass-
ablerendition of { Can't Stop Loving You,

Moe Bandy and Joe Stampley got the
go-ahead to open their second "Moc &
Joe's™ nightelub in Shreveport, Louisiana.
The first joint venture opened in Houston
last August.

They may not look exactly like Boy
Scouts. but the Oak Ridge Boys have been
named national spokesmen for the Boy
Scouts of America this vear. The affable
guartet recently taped television spots at
Bill Golden's Hendersonville home witha
local Nashville troop. and even dressed up
in full Scout regalia for the occasion. “For
us. this is a natural tie-in with our other
activities for kids.” said tenor Joe Bon-
sall. *We like the fact that this stresses the
good. not the bad. and that Scouting has
got such an optimistic attitude toward
kids.”

Said one of Bonsall's vounger fellow
Scouts. a bit more simply: *I just think
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they're neat. I wouldn’t mind them being
my brothers.” In addition to the television
and radio spots the group taped for broad-
cast this summer, The Oaks will be fea-
tured in a Boys Life magazine cover story
and will make a live concert appearance
and hold several workshops at the Scouts
annual Jamboree in Virginia in August.
Jim Owen Salutes Hank Williams Day is
set for Greenville, Alabama, for May 31.
An all-day picnic, the event features Owen
in his unique one-man tribute to the late
singer plus guest artists and friends of Wil-
liams. The picnic is planned as an annual
event says Owen. This year it will have as
one of its primary guests Taft Skipper,
one of Williams’s first cousins with whom

Mama Cash Day Proclaimed at

House of Cash

Hank spent the last week of his life.

Tulsa’s Jim Halsey Company will fol-
low up its string of successful country
music television specials ( The Tulsa Coun-
try Music Festival, The Neewollah Coun-
try Music Festival) with a Home Box
Office tribute to George Jones this spring.
Set to tape the project are Tammy Wy-
nette, Elvis Costello, Emmylou Harris
and Waylon Jennings. The show wili be
a production of Tall Pony and the Halsey
Company, Dick Howard serving as execu-
tive producer.

Said Johnny Paycheck of his tribute
album to Merle Haggard. "Of all the
dreams I ever had come true, this is the best
one of all—cutting an album of Merle’s

Mrs. Ray Cash (Johnny Cash’s mama)
planned to celebrate her 77th birthday by
going to work as usual at her son’s office,
but when she got there found out she was in
for a surprise. A giant banner in front of
Johnny's House of Cash establishment
proclaimed “Mama Cash Day,” and a crew
of dozens of Cash friends and family
members were on hand to help celebrate. 1
was completely surprised,” said Mama
Cash, as she presided over two lavender
and white cakes at the party. “I had no idea
they were up to something. I even brought
my lunch to work in a sack today.”

With her husband Ray, Johnny, June
Carter Cash and Johnny's and June’s 11-
year-old son John Carter in attendance.
Mama Cash was presented with an album
containing photographs of her children, 23
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.
John Carter's comment: “Where's the
cake?”

Mama Cash, incidentally, got a straight-
forward answer when she relayed a recent
interview question to her son. “The lady

asked me why you wore black and I didn’t
know what to tell her,” said Mama Cash.
Quipped Johnny, “Well, black is slim-
ming.” Over a non-slimming but delicious
country style lunch, John said that he was
extremely pleased by both the critical and
popular response to his TV movie, The
Pride of Jesse Hallam.

“I loved the movie.” Cash said. “It was
completely original. not at all like the kind
of thing you see all the time on television.
The response was very gratifying. We've
had lots and lots of calls from people right
here at the office and we've gotten a lot of
information together to pass along to peo-
ple on illiteracy.

“It’s amazing how people have opened
up on the subject since the show was on. It
seems nearly everybody knows somebody
who has that problem. Just to show you.
since they saw the movie, three different
people I've known for a long time have
come up to me and told me they couldn’t
read and asked how they could get help. |
never even suspected that all those years.”

songs.”

Lee Clayton’s The Dream Gues On
album for Capitol s full of powerful songs,
but one of them is particularly close to
Clayton: “I wrote Industry for my Dad.”
said Lee of the tune. “He worked for Union
Carbide for 37 years, and I'm kinda using
him as an example of all the working men

. there are two sides to every story, but
with these large conglomerates there is a
greater degree of the potato chip philo-
sophy of. you know, using them and
throwing them away.” Friends of Lee’s
picked Oh How Lucky I Am as the smash
cut on the album, a song Lee said came to
him one day when he was just out walking.
“It was a real pretty day and that song just
came to me. I like it because I cansingitto
myself or sing it to the universe.”

Busch Gardens in Williamsburg, Virgi-
nia, has been presenting a stellar lineup of
talent in its spring The Old Country con-
cert series. Featured on the weekly bills—
Mel Tillis, Arlo Guthrie, Pete Seeger,
Dr. Hook, Debby Boone and Harry
Chapin (he’s country?). Johnny Cash
winds up the park’s concerts with a
Memorial Day show.

George Hamilton IV kicked off his
Silver Anniversary year with the longest
tour ever undertaken of the British Isles
by a country artist. The three-month swing
through Great Britain included stops in
some 50 cities and towns and ended in
Belfast. Ireland. One of the highlights was
a charity concert at the home of the Duke
and Duchess of Hamilton in Hadding-
ton, near Edinburgh. Scotland. Following
his show, Hamilton and guests were toasted
at a midnight supper at their hosts’ Lennox
Love ancestral home, spent the night and
were treated to a guided tour of the area
next day. A long way from Hamilton's 4
Rose and a Baby Ruth in 1956.

The Kendalls were voted one of coun-
try’s top groups and Jeannie Kendall
one of the industry’s top female vocalists in
Playboy magazine's annual Reader’s Poll.
This is the first year the mag has included a
country category in its prestigious roundup.

Jerry Clower recorded his latest More
Goodun’s album, his twelfth MC A effort,
during performances at the Alabama Cat-
tleman's Association in Montgomery and
the Boys' Club in Memphis. The comedi-
an’s performance for the Boys’ Club Tenth
Annual Steak and Burger Dinner raised a
record $92,000 to support Memphis's six
clubs.

Jim Ed Brown hosted a reception for
the Stuttgart, Arkansas Chamber of Com-
merce at Opryland, complete with full-
dress rehearsal and preview of one of the
park’s most popular shows, Country Music
USA. Jim Ed. you may recall, annually
guests at Stuttgart’s Duck Calling Contest.

Waylon Jennings may be coming to
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your town this summer, thanks to a new
booking policy he’s adopted. Waylon has
decided to take on the state fair-theme
park circuit in the next few months and
already has a solid string of outdoor dates
booked. In the past five years. Waylon has
only appeared at five outdoor dates but
now seems to have changed his tune.

This comes during a storm of gossip and
rumor from Nashville about Wayvlon's
financial situation. According to the gos-
sip. Waylon, who has lots of income, dis-
covered what many businessmen are dis-
covering lately: his outgo was a lot bigger
than his income. Again according to gos-
sip. Waylon has taken the reins of his
organization and fired it—the people, that
is. even severing his long-term relationship
with manager Neil Reshen and side-kick
producer Richie Albright. As the rumors
go. having reduced his cash outflow to a
manageable level. Wavlon’s new touring
activity is aimed at refilling the coffers
quickly. Few performers could do that as
fast as Waylon.

Mac Davis has moved into the ranks of
Hollywood’s leading men in his second
film. Cheaper 1o Keep Her, the long-
awaited follow-up to his debut North Dal-
las Forry. Acting, Mac says. is something
he’s always wanted to do. “The trouble was

. all the parts | was offered over the
years werc pretty much the same parts
other singers were being offered. With the
two films I've done, I've had a chance to
act, to be someone totally opposite my
image as a singer, to be creative, to learn
and have fun at the same time. One thing
about acting is, it’s hard work. The hours
arelongand it can be very repetitious, but |
love it! It's a mental vacation from 250
one-nighters a year. Acting offers me a
chance to jump out of my skin and be

Hank Jr. Croons For Ma Bell

Hank Williams, Jr. has finalized plans
to fly to Africa in August for a long-
awaited safari vacation. Closer to home,
Hank kept busy working with scriptwriters
on the TV film of his autobiography. Liv-
ing Proof. bought a new bus and put
together material for his new album. Hank
was one of several stars who helped kick
off Mardi Gras week in New Orleans with a
show for 40.000 people at the Superdome.

During his set, Hank was joined onstage by
an old friend. Coach Bum Phillips of the
New Orleans Saints, who aided him in a
rousing version of Family Tradition.

And yes, that is Hank. Jr. crooning
“Reach out and touch someone” on the
radio. The singer was hand-picked for the
spots by the giant N.W. Ayers Ad Agency.
and is one of the few country acts to sing
for AT&T on the jingles.

someone else for a change. Who hasn't
wanted to do that every once in a while?”

Barbara Mandrell joined such heavy-
weights as Barbara Walters, Nancy
Reagan, Gloria Steinem and Paloma
Picasso in the New York Times spring
Fashion Supplement, where she was asked
about her preferred hem length. The Times

reported that, though she frequently bares
her shoulders on her television show, Bar-
bara opts for a modest below-the-knee
skirt length.

Super fiddler Mack Magaha suffered
minor flesh wounds when he was shotina
hunting accident in East Tennessee. For-
tunately the wounds weren't serious. W

Alvin Goes Country with Release of Urban Chipmunk

Newestin the string of pop stars making
the trek to Nashville to record a country
album: The Chipmunks. whose most re-
cent album was the million-seiling Chip-
munk Punk. The Munks, as they are
known to their friends. teamed with super-
producer Larry Butler to record a disc
tentatively titled Urban Chipmunk. sched-
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