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is eyes closed in a Buddah-like

trance, Kenny Barron whispers a

pillow-soft, aqua-hazed piano solo.

Joined by Charlie Haden's
omnipresent, velvet bass tones, the duo weave
through Barion's elegiac “Twilight Song.” the
time-tested classic “Body And Soul,” Haden's
poignant *Waltz For Ruth™ and Ornetie
Coleman’s labyrinthine blues “Turnaround”—
all selections from their new CD, Night And
The City, recorded in the same spot a year
2go (see “"CD Reviews™ May ‘98). The audi-
ence at MNew York's Iridium only claps twice
during the whole set—the silence is as
sacred as the notes themselves.

“One thing | can bring to someone else’s
music is that I'm a team player,” Barron
modestly remarks on this rainy March
evening, hetween soundcheck and the start
of his set. “That's important when you're an
accompanist.” With more than 80 recordings
to his credit, the 54-year-old Barron’s near-
telepathic ability to provide the right mix of
melody, harmony and rhythmic ideas as a
sideman has earned him enormous
respect—and plenty of steady work—from
handmates and vocalists alike.

There’s no drama surrounding Barron, no
inflated fanfare. no corporate noisemakers
pounding his ivories. But the last few years
have seen him inch toward his ever-elusive
big arrival, so to speak. Since 1993, he’s
macdle several CDs as a leader on Verve. Just
last year, he was voted the top pianist in
Down Beat’s 1997 International Critics Poll,
and he periormed in Orneite Coleman’s high-
profile  Lincoln  Center showcase
? Civilization. The 32 Jazz label has recently
released some of his notable early work,
including Sort Spoken Here {a double CD con-
taining Barron's early '70s Muse recordings).
Sunset To Dawn (his first as a leader) and
Golden Lotus, plus First Half Highlights, a
multi-label collection featuring Barron with
Victor Lewis, Ray Bryant, Yusef Lateef and
Dizzy Gillespie. As he continues to emerge
ever so slowly and quietly, you realize that

Barron is a hero who's been hiding in plain
sight all along. Just ask the musicians—they
all agree, and they’'ve always known, that
Kenny Barron rules.

Haden was inspired to record a duet with
Barron after he and drummer Roy Haynes col-
laborated with the pianist on the 1995 trio CO
Wanton Spirit. “I wanted it to be all about New
York.” says Haden of the engagement at
Iridium, where three nights of their perfor-
mances were recorded. “After we got into it,
the ballads really made Kenny’s artistry stand
out: He's so melodic and really stresses bring-
ing out the beautiful parts of melodies with his
chords. He plays great bebop and great every-
thing, but these ballads really made me feel
close to this concept of New York.”

Vocalist Dee Dee Bridgewater, who worked
with Barron in the ‘70s, describes him as “a
jazz singer's love. He gives a lot of support,
and he always lays down your harmonic
structure.”

Barron explains his comping style this way:
“With [some] singers. you have to hear where
they're going and try not to get in the way
and be too busy. Every singer is different.
Some singers like for you to play notes from
the melody; some absolutely, positively don't
want you to do that. It's the same thing with

instrumentalists.”
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