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GAVIN AT A GLANCE

TOP 40 URBAN iy T counm

MOST ADDED MOST ADDED MOST ADDED MOST ADDED
RICHARD MARX NATALIE COLE GLORIA ESTEFAN THE JUDDS
Right Here Waiting (EMI) | Do (EMI) Don't Wanna Lose You (Epic) l Let Me Tell You About Love
GLORIA ESTEFAN LISA LISA & CULT JAM RICHARD MARX (Curb/RCA)
Don't Wanna Lose You (Epic) Just Git It Together (Columbia) Right Here Waiting (EMI) CLINT BLACK
CHER ARETHA FRANKLIN & WHITNEY MICHAEL BOLTON Killin' Time (RCA)
If | Could Turn Back Time (Geffen) HOUSTON Soul Provider (Columbia) RODNEY CROWELL
It Isn't, It Wasn't, It Ain't Never Gonna Above And Beyond (Columbia)
Be (Arista)
RECORD TO WATCH RECORD TO WATCH ' RECORD TO WATCH RECORD TO WATCH
SKID ROW MICHAEL COOPER [ | JOHN COUGAR MELLENCAMP BILLY HILL
18 And Life (Atlantic) Just What | Like (Reprise/KingJay) | | Jackie Brown (Mercury/PolyGram) Too Much Month At The End Of The
| Money (Reprise)
b .
=~ ARETHA FRANKLIN
{ j PRINCE | [C) | & WHITNEY HOUSTON J ON HENLEY J RESTER SISTERS
'\ J Batdance (Warner Bros.)| | ; { 1= 1] It Isn't, It Wasn't, It Ain't he End Of The Don't You (Warner Bros.)
) I Never Gonna Be (Arista) Innocence (Geffen)

. o '- I;n\\‘ ) " =)
_I_ ADULT ALTERNATIVE | ABUM | AUTERNATIVE |

MOST ADDED MOST ADDED MOST ADDED | MOST ADDED

LOU RAWLS | | SANDY OWEN DON HENLEY ! | HOODOO GURUS

At Last (Blue Note) Night Rhythms (lvory) The End Of The Innocence (Geffen) [ "Come Anytime" (RCA)

SANDY OWEN || miCHAEL TOMLINSON THE WHO/PETE TOWNSHEND B-52's

Night Rhythms (ivory) Face Up In The Rain (Cypress/A&M) | | "Dig/Fire” (Atlantic) Cosmic Thing (Sire/Reprise)

PETER MOFFITT VAN MORRISON SYD STRAW MARY'S DANISH

Riverdance (Novus/RCA) Avalon Sunset (Mercury/PolyGram) | | "Future 40's" (Virgin) There Goes The Wondertruck
I (Chameleon)

RECORD TO WATCH RECORD TO WATCH RECORP TO WATCH RECORD TO WATCH

CHRISTOPHER HOLLYDAY VAN MORRISON BORIS GREBENSHIKOV MARY'S DANISH

(Novus/RCA) Avalon Sunset "Radio Silence’ (Columbia) There Goes The Wondertruck

(Mercury/PolyGram) (Chameleon)
;) I/Yno GYRA ‘j DAN SIEGEL i ) DON HENLEY _) LEMONHEADS
Point Of View (MCA) Late One Night (Epic) The End Of The Luka (Taang!)
Innocence (Geffen) J
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-
l GOOD LUCK PETER! |
] 1

GAVIN OFFICES
CLOSED JULY4

|

'GOOD LUCK, PETER

| Inlate1982and early1983, when
| Iworked as MusicDirectoratA/
| CstationK-101hereinSanFran-
cisco, I'd regularly receive play-
lists from KUSF, and every once
in awhile the station’s Program
Coordinator, Peter Standish,
called tomake surel was getting
(andstudying!) them. Afterbeing
satisfied that [ got his playlists,
and even listened to KUSF occa-
sionally, he’d ask: “Do you like
themusic?” It was asimportant
to him then, as itis now, that we
open ourselves up to modern
rock.
I After Peter graduated from the
| University of San Francisco,and
KUSF, we lost contact, but luck-
ily this business is a small one
and through the Zimmermen
and his progress at the Gavin
Report, [ always knew what t.e
was up to.
| Last August, when I began
working at the Gavin, Peter and
Icasily resumed our phone-ship,
and when we moved to Second
Street, we landed in offices next
to each other with a picture
window in between. The glass
was great, because now wecould
| talk and sce each other at the
same time on our ownspace-age
telephone system. We talked,
argued about and eventually
solved matters of race, religion,
politics and sports, and in be-
tween one of us would come up

Networking on the phone was
a topic covered at several ses-
sions, and there was also quite a
bit of it going on face-to-face at
last weekend’s Bobby P oe Con-
vention in Tyson’s Corner, VA.
Withnearly 700 Top 40 program-
mersand record executivesinat-
tendance, it was the biggest in
the Poe Kat's 18-year history.
Alongside Keynote Speaker
Larry King, whoentertained the
gathering with anecdotes about
his career, were meetings that
gave everyone a chance to dis-
cuss the issues facing Top 40
stations around the country.
Plenty of attention was placed
on the further splintering of the
format, with Rock, Dance and
Mainstream Top 40’s going head-
to-head in more markets all the

with the exact word to describe
The Dead Milkmen, Pussy Ga-
lore and the Screaming Trees.

Just whenIbegan to take Peter,
the phone and the window for
granted, he decided to leave the
Gavin family and accept what I
will grudgingly admit is a great
position in Los Angeles with
Reprise Records.

So now we're back where we
started.

Good luck, Peter. [ know we'll
keep talking on the phone, but
I"'m sure going to miss that win-
dow.

18th ANNUAL POE CONVENTION SETS ATTENDANCE RECORD

TABLE OF CONTENTS

time. On the rock side, KXXR-
Kansas City PD Brian Burns
proclaimed “AOR is a dead for-
mat,” and WDEFX-Detroit PD
Chuck Beck stressed
“attitude”as a key factor in on-
air promotions. Other topics
included the trend toward bring-
ing back old releases witha gen-
cral feeling that it's being over-
done; developing a workable
system for more stations to ex-
change information by phone
(networking); difficulty with
stations wanting performers for
track dates at events and on-air
artist interviews; improving air
talent; sales vs. audience re-
scarch, and the problem of major
relcases getting leaked early.
Alsodiscussed was the monitor-
ingof stationsby trades toreflect
actual airplay of songs.
Legendary WFIL/WABC
personality George Michael
made an appearance and in-
spired the crowd, and taking
them to task for lack of relatabil-
ity and entertainment on radio
these days. After coming in sec-
ond (to KMEL-SF PD Keith Naf-
taly in 1987 and Q105/Tampa
and Pirate Radio’s Randy Kab-
rich in 1988) Q-106-San Diego
MD Kevin Weatherly was the
big winner of this year’s Active
Industry Air Competition—the
Tenth Annual. For thirty weeks

programmers vote on chart po-
sitions of specific records, and
after a complicated point sys-
tem is tabulated, the expert with
the mostaccurate total goes home
with a Porsche. Kevin told the
GavinReport thathe waiting for
thedelivery ofhis 944, and plans
to be “cruisin’ the freeways this
summer!” As a finale, the
Awards Banquet began with
John Cougar Mellencamp re-
ceiving a standing ovation after
playingathree-songacousticset
and thanking radio for letting
his music be heard. The Gavin
salutesall of this year’s winners,
and sendscongratulationstoPoe
Kat, his wife Ora Mae, son
Bobby, Jr.and Bonnieona well-
run, successful event!

BORCHETTA
TO CURB

Mike Borchettaisthenew Vice
Presidentof National Promotion
at Curb Records. In the ‘60s
Borchetta worked as regional
promoter for Capitol, RCA and
Mercury, and helped carve the
careers of The Beach Boys,
Captain & Tennille and Neil
Sedaka. Hemoved to Nashville
in 1980, and his independent
promotion company’s clientele
included Alabama, Earl Thomas
Conley and Marie Osmond.

NEWS-Beverly Mire
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THE UPPER MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS
— e
A PREREQUISITE FOR THE 90°S!

SHERATON PARK PLACE HOTEL, MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA
THURSDAY JULY 13 THRU SUNDAY JULY 16, 1989

The nation's most unique broadcasting seminar invites you to participate in it's fourteenth gathering! Join in the muilti-for-
matic intimacy of the Conclave, exploring the possibilities and impacts of the nineties upon the communications industry.

THURSDAY, JULY 13

Registration - Aircheck Clinics - Topic Intensive Breakouts: radio/record relationships.

career development, and an exploration of new formats of the 90's!

FRIDAY, JULY 14

KEYNOTE - DICK ORKIN!l How to produce hilariously successful radio spots!
SESSIONS: Cooperatfive Negotiation/The new "win-win" strategy (Charles Holcomb) -
Broadcasting & The Law/The legal and ethical call of the ninefies (John Spencer) - The
New Management and Marketing Style/success-orientation for the coming decade
(David Martin)

EVENING: The Bowling Party (hosted by Warner Brothers, Reprise, Aflantic, Atco, Gef-
fen, cind Virgin Records.)

SATURDAY, JULY 15

SESSIONS: The Format Breakfasts (Top 40, Adult Contemporary, Album, Countiry) - The
Conclave Scholarship Awards - How To Hire and Promote the Right People (Chris
Lytle) - Radio in the Nineties/A first look (George Burns).

EVENING: Casino Conclave'!

SUNDAY, JULY 16

The traditional Sunday "good-bye" brunch!

] otHER:

List other attendees from your company below:

CONCLAVE REGISTRATION $99
LODGING INFORMATION
(EDUCATO R/STUDENT 565) Sorry, butThe Sheraton Park Place is sold out, but you may call and
REGISTRATION INFORMATION - Use the form below, and mail with | place your name on a waiting list. Recommended alternative lodging: |
your remittance. For more, call Tom Kay, Conclave Executive Director, | The Holiday Inn West (612-593-1918), The Radisson Minnetonka (800-333-
at 612-927-4487 (Fax: 612-927-6427). The Conclave is a non-profit, 3333; in MN 612-593-0000), or The Ambassador Motor Hotel (612-545-
educational organization. 0441).
" " T T T 1
NAME REGISTRATION FEE: $99 (Non-transferable) !
EDUCATOR/STUDENT. $65 l
COMPANY |
AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $ = |
ADDRESS |
LODGING: Wil you be staying at- (please check one): |
THE SHERATON PARK PLACE |
PHONE :
|
l
|
I
I

MAIL THIS FORM WITH YOUR REMITTANCE BEFORE JULY 10TH TO: THE UPPER MIDWEST COMMUNICATIONS
L CONCLAVE, 4517 MINNETONKA BLVD., SUITE 104, MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55416 |
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CALL LETTER /STAFF CHANGE

VIACOM BUYS KASY/AM

Viacom International has agreed to purchase KASY/AM-Au-
burn/Scattle, WA, and has opted to let the existing KASY staff go,
change call letters to KSBG/AM and simulcast with KSBG/FM,
whichthe company already owns. Thestation will be increase from
10,000 watts to a daytime power of 50,000 watts. Programming
changes are already in effect.

“With the addition of an AM station to the already successfully
KSBG/FM, Viacom’s commitment to the Pacific Northwest contin-
ues to strengthen,” said Senior Vice President William Figenshu.
KASY President Edward Garre seessimulcastingasa way toexpose
listeners to KSBG’s “solid news, public affairs and entertainment
programming.” Viacom ownsand opecrates five televisionand eight
radio stations.

. _
A GAVIN REMINDER...

To accommodate the celebra-
tion of our nation’s birthday, |
Gavin Editors will be taking |
reports all day on Monday, July
| 3and for a portion of the day on
Wednesday, July 5. Speak to
7 |your specific format Editors
' i regarding deadlines.

- In the near future the Gavin

' | Report will be sending out our

* | BlueBookbyrequestonly. Please
/ fill out the subscription card/ ;
|

blue book questionnaire in-
cluded in this week’s issue and |
|send it back as soon as possible. |

// ‘4":. | | |

Bill Berger has joined Arista
Records as Executive Vice Presi-
dent. He will oversee Promotion,

ELLIOTT WAVAS GOODBYE TO KCPW

KCPW-Kansas City Asst. PD Dave Elliott has taken the Music
Director position at WAVA-Washington, DC. He replaces Brian
Bridgman, who left the station in May to become MD at KIIS/FM-
Los Angeles.

“Dave not only understands music, but he understands program-
ming and it'll be great to have him as part of the team,” said station

PD Matt Farber.

Before working at KCPW, Elliott spend four years at WNCI-Co-
lumbus, OH as Music Coordinator/Research Director.

RADI-O-RAMA

Is anyone having a better year
than Q-106-San Diego’s Kevin
Weatherly? (See Dave Sholin’s
coverage of the Poe Conven-
tion.) If so, give me a call...Turi
Ryder is out as nighttime per-
sonality at K-101 in San Fran-
cisco. PD Larry Berger says he
has no replacement as of yet.At
WUVA-Charlottesville, VATom
Cole has replaced David Gries-
meras MD. David skippeda few
rungs on the ladder and is now
thestation’s GM..WXRK-NYaf-
ternoonair talent Steve Capenis
available. Call him at 212-586-
6129...Randy Iezzi hasreturned
to 2103 (KFTZ/FM)-IdahoFalls,
IDas 6PM-Midnight jock after a
brief stop at WZPK-Berlin,
NH...DID YOU SEE: Last Fri-
day’s issue of USA Today. My
friend Country WQYK-Tampa

COLASANTI OPENS OWN DOORS

Sales, Video[Artist Development,
Publicity, Creative Services, Manu-
facturing and Purchasing. Before
coming to Arista, Berger was at
Island Records for three years and
Elektra for eleven.

HIS FEET

After surviving theradionight-
mare—being fired while on his
honeymoon—KATD-San Jose
Assistant PD/Music Director
Gary Weinstein has surfaced at
The Lund Consultants as Asso-
ciate Consultant: Contemporary
Music Division.

In the months since he exited
KATD, Weinstein and his wife,
Linda Roberts put together an
art greeting card business that
Lindastillruns. “I wasstill send-
ing out resumes,” he said, “and
this job came up, I interviewed
and got it. I'm thrilled to be
working here with John,” he
continued. ”I couldn’t be hap-
pier!”

WEINSTEIN LANDS ON

After ten years’ association with Roger Lifeset and Peer Pressure
Promotion, John Colasantiis hanging out his own shingle. He will
call his company, simply, John B. Colasanti. He'll concentrate on
Adult Alternative and Contemporary Jazz promotion and market-
ing. “I call it “commusications,” he said. Colasanti can be reached
at 805-494-6707. His business address is 607 Hampshire Rd. #400,
Westlake Village, CA 91361.

morning personality Dan Ste-
vens says that the station was
jammed with calls after the Su-
preme Court said it's okay to
burntheflag. Thestationlogged
1,000—500 in AM Drive alone.
Dan doesn’t usually open the
phones, but did this time. The
opinions, pro and con were—
shall we say—colorful...Steve
Wall, lastat WVMX-Richmond,
VA is now Operations Manager
atThe APE92(WGOR)-Lansing,
MI. He’salsoPM Driver... Alittle
shuffling of the cards at A/C
KYJC-Medford, OR: AM Driver
BillJacobsleft the station to join
crosstown country outlet KMFR
asSports Director; Steve Shelby
moves from PM Drive to AM
Drive; new PM Drive Personal-
ityisLarry Lucas, who wasdoing
weekends and p/t at another
crosstown country outlet,
KRWQ...John Cline takes over
as MD at WNCI-Columbus re-
placing Pat McMahon who's
assumed the PD-ship at KEZB-
El Paso...Starting July 17 Peter
Masse will be the new MD at
Top 40 Z97-Billings, MT. He
comes from KTRS-Caspter, WY.
Peter will also hold down the
cvening air shift... Congratula-

cont. on next page

“We have been looking for the
right person with an extensive
background in Contemporary
and “New” Music radio,” said
LurndPresidentJohn Lund. Gary
impressed us with his experi-
ence and knowledge. We are
excited to have him join the
team!”

Before his ill-fated stint at
KATD, Weinstein worked as PD
for KNTN (now KFSO)-Fresno
and Music/Research Directorat
KEZR-San]ose. Herecently was
working on a consulting project
for KSJO, also in San Jose.

Reconize this baby? This is “Ecto-98,” a replica of the Ghostbusters

ambulance. ZOO 98-Little Rock is giving it away in a sweepstakes

drawing. Ghouls included.
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RADI-0-RAMA con:.

tions to CHUM-Toronto for tak-
ing home five awards at the In-
ternational Radio Festival of
New York...Also at the festival,
Q101-Chicago morning person-
ality Robert Murphy grabbed a
Gold Medal for “Best Major
Market Radio Personality”...
Starting now, Olympia Broad-
casting Networksis offering its’
daily 90 second Country Calen-
dar on Compact Disc. Call 314-
361-2000 forinfo...More network-
ing: Teen star Debbie Gibson
satin for the vacationing Shadoe
Stevens, and counted down the
AmericanTop40last weekend...
A Clever sales tool is Ackerly
Communications Radio Monot-
ony, played in much the same
wayas Monopoly.CallJim Berry
at WBOS-Boston at 617-254-
WBOS for info...Cindy Gatzio-
lis has joined WLUP/AM&FM,
The Loop-Chicagoas Promotion
Assistant. Cindy’s a trendset-
ter—she left TV (WFLD-Chi-
cago) for radio...

Kevin Carroll is Chrysalis
Records National Promotion
Manager, based in Chicago. Hewas
most recently with MCA for five
years as Regional Promotion Man-
ager in Chicago.

ROTATIONS

HOW OFTEN DOES THIS
HAPPEN? This is a hard-work-
ingemployees’ dream cometrue.
The day after Charles
Koppelmanand Martin Bandier
closed the $310 million sale of
SBK Publishing to EMI, they
handed out$6 millioninbonuses
to everyone from mailroom
clerks to top executives. Even
some former employees were
rewarded. Methinks Gavin
Seminar 1989 Keynote Event
speaker and management
visionary Tom Peters would
approve. This is the way it’s
supposed to be!... Congratula-
tions to friend John Bitzer. He's
been named Publicity Depart-
ment Manager for the Chame-
leon Music Group. John’s been
doing freelance music journal-
ism for the pastsix years...Owen
Husney has joined K-Tel
International as VP/Special
Projects of Dominion Entertain-
ment, Inc. Owendiscovered the
one and only Prince.. A&R at
A&M: Julie Panebianco will be
East Coast A&R Manager,
Alonzo Brownis A&RManager,
UrbanMusicand Mark Mazzetti
is West Coast A&R Manager.
Panebianco and Brown both
come to the label from Warner
Bros. and Mazzetti is an A&M

Promotion Staff vet..Academy '

Award-winning composer/
producer Giorgio Moroder has
gone even higher tech by
purchasing Scientific Audio
Electronics, whichmanufactures
high-end audio components...
Connie Lindell has been upped
from Promotion Assistant to
Account Services Representative
at the Northwest Branch of CBS
Records...

Elektra Executives turned out en masse to attend Jackson Browne's recent
sold-out shows in New York City at Radio City Music Hall. Shown
celebrating l-r are Elektra’s Hale Milgrim, Ray Gmeiner and Aaron Levy;
Browne; Elektra’s Gary Casson.

IS EVERYBODY HAPPY? King Jay/RCA recording artists La Rue
recently visited their friends at San Francisco’s KSOL. Shown l-r: KSOL
PD Bernie Moody, La Rue’s Bobbie, RCA’s Gary O'Neal and La Rue’s
Donnie, Jacque and Alex.

BIRTHDAYS

Our Best Wishes and HAPPY BIRTHDAY To:
Kody Robbins 7/2
Lynn Tollivar Jr, WZAK-Cleveland, OH 7/2
Darren Lee, WBIZ-Eau Claire, WI17/2
Michele Block, SBK 7/3
Johnny Lee, Laura Branigan 7/3
Al Axelson, KWEB-Rochester, MN 7/4
John Waite, Bill Withers 7/4
Steve Perun 7/5
Huey Lewis 7/5
Bruce Harmon, WTG-Records 7/6
Mike Joseph, KHTT-San Jose, CA7/6
Bill Haley 7/6
Jimi Starks, Epic Records 7/7
Bill Richards, X100-San Francisco, CA 7/7
Ringo Starr, Doc Severinsen 7/7
Pay McCoy, MAC Report7/8
Mark Anderson, KBUN-Bemidji, MN 7/8
Dennis Green, WMT/FM-Cedar Rapids, 1A 7/8
| Our Belated Birthday wishes to:
Lisa Velasquez, Island Records 7/1

| BIRTHS

QOur CONGRATULATIONS to ANDY GALLO, Music Director
of WTAW-College Station, TX and his wife, BONNIE, on the birth
| of their son, JOSEPH ANDREW. Born June 14th,

weighing 7 Ibs, 6 oz.
...CONGRATULATIONS to STEVELEAVITT, West Coast Pro-
motion Director of Island Records, and his wife, DENICE, on the
birth of their first child, daughter, TAYLOR COLETTE. Born June

14th, weighing 6 lbs, 2 oz.
‘ ..CONGRATULATIONS to TOM GOODKIND, Member of The
Washington Squares, Gold Castle recording artists, and his wife,
JILL, on the birth of their daughter, NICOLE STONE. Born June
1st, weighing 9 Ibs, 1 oz.

WEDDING

Our WEDDING BELLS rang on June 25th in Port Washington,
NY for MEL PHILLIPS, Promotion Director for CBS International
Records, and his bride, BONNIE McCOURT, Publicist for
Hilsinger-Mendelson. Our CONGRATULATIONS and
HAPPINESS to both.

June 30, 1989/the GAVIN REPORT
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RICHARD MARX (184)

(EMI)

GLORIA ESTEFAN (132)

(Epic)

CHER (83)
(Geffen)

ARETHA FRANKLIN &

WHITNEY HOUSTON (61)

(Arista)

HOWARD JONES (60)

(Elektra)

THE CUTFIELD (59)
(Columbia)

____CERTIFIED |

3712914 PRINCE - Batdance (Warner Bros.)

THE CULT
Fire Woman
(Sire/Reprise)

10,000 MANIACS
Trouble Me
(Elektra)

A/C winner is garnering great
female reaction with chart
conversions looking better each week. |

RECORD TO WATCH

SKD ROW

SKID ROW
18 And Life
(Atlantic)

Exposure on the Bon Jovi tour is
helping set this one on fire. Strong

sales and requests.

2 1 FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS - Good Thing (IRS/MCA)

1
5| 3| 2 SIMPLY RED - If You Don't Know Me By Now (Elektra)
8 4 3 MADONNA - Express Yourself (Sire/Warner Bros.)
12| 5| 4 MARTIKA - Toy Soldiers (Columbia)
1) 2 5 RICHARD MARX - Satisfied (EMI)
2513 6 LOVE AND ROCKETS - So Alive (Beggars Banquet/RCA)
11 7 DOOBIE BROTHERS - The Doctor (Capitol)

8
4| 6 8 MILLI VANILLI- Baby Don't Forget My Number (Arista)
1410 9 EXPOSE - What You Don't Know (Arista)

9| 7 10 CYNDI LAUPER - I Drove All Night (Epic)

22 /18|11 BON JOVI - Lay Your Hands On Me (Mercury/PolyGram)
21 '14 12 ROD STEWART - Crazy About Her (Warner Bros.)
242013 ROXETTE - Dressed For Success (EMI)

17|16 15 STEVIE NICKS - Rooms On Fire (Modern/Atlantic)
19/17,16 TOM PETTY - | Won't Back Down (MCA)
2019 17 MICHAEL MORALES - Who Do You Give Your Love To? (Wing/PolyGram)
28| 22‘ 18 HENRY LEE SUMMER - Hey Baby (CBS Assoc.)
35/26 19 BOBBY BROWN - On Our Own (MCA)
30|25/20 DINO - | Like It (4th & Broadway/Island)
15/ 15/21 NATALIE COLE - Miss You Like Crazy (EMI)
27 21 22 PAUL McCARTNEY - My Brave Face (Capitol)
6/ 923 DONNA SUMMER - This Time | Know It's For Real (Atlantic)
34| 28|24 GREAT WHITE - Once Bitten Twice Shy (Capitol)
33|27 25 REAL LIFE - Send Me An Angel (Curb/MCA)
7/12 26 NENEH CHERRY - Buffalo Stance (Virgin)
--132 27 DEBBIE GIBSON - No More Rhyme (Atlantic)
2323 28 WARRANT - Down Boys (Columbia)
--135/29 DON HENLEY - The End Of The Innocence (Geffen)
39 33 30 JEFF HEALEY BAND - Angel Eyes (Arista)

-- ’38 31 PAULA ABDUL - Cold Hearted (Virgin)

3 | 11/32 NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK - I'll Be Loving You (Forever) (Columbia)
--139 33 KARYN WHITE - Secret Rendezvous (Warner Bros.)

-- 36 {34 DONNY OSMOND - Sacred Emotion (Capitol)

-- |37 '35 WINGER - Headed For A Heartbreak (Atlantic)

-- 140 ‘36 SWEET SENSATION - Hooked On You (Atco)
13 /30|37 BETTE MIDLER - Wind Beneath My Wings (Atlantic)
1624 38 BANGLES - Be With You (Columbia)
39 THE CULT - Fire Woman (Sire/Reprise)

Editor- Dave Sholin 18 34 |40 BOBBY BROWN - Every Little Step (MCA)
Assoc. Editor: Annette M. Lai
CHARTBOUND

| ARTIST TITLE LABEL Reports  Adds  On Chart *“Debuts in chartbound|
E RICHARD MARX - Right Here Waiting (EMI) 194 184 3 7

MICHAEL DAMIAN - Cover Of Love (Cypress/A&M) 157 22 105 30 }
| MICHAEL BOLTON - Soul Provider (Columbia) 143 33 | 102 | 8
|* GLORIA ESTEFAN - Don't Wanna Lose You (Epic) 132 132 -- - |

ARETHA FRANKLIN & WHITNEY HOUSTON- It Isn't, It Wasn't, ... (Arista) 129 61 54 14

— A
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KITY KCPW
94Q KBEQ
WMJQ WPHR
K104  WTIC
Q106 WYCR
WCGQ WKSI

KZOI  KF95
KCAQ KZZU
99KG G983

B97
WXKS
Y108
JET-FM
WNNK
WBBQ
KSAQ
KSND
95XIL
KBOZ

#3 MOST ADDED!
OVER 80 TOP 40 ADDS!
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Q105
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WPST
ISPXY
Y107
WKZL
FM104

95X XX
KFBQ
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Reports accepted Mondays ot

8 AM through 5 PM Tuesdays
Station Reporting Phone (415) 495-1990
Gavin Fax: 415-495-2580
|
Reports Adds  On  Chart
120 (19 | 57 | 4 JODY WATLEY (featuring ERIC B. and RAKIM) - Friends (MCA) 1
116 | 5 69 | 42 ANIMOTION - Calling It Love (Polydor/PolyGram)
112 12 | 51 | 49 L.L. COOLJ - I'm That Type Of Guy (Def Jam/Columbia)
110 | 60 | 44 6 HOWARD JONES - The Prisoner (Elektra)
107 | 16 | 60 | 31 10,000 MANIACS - Trouble Me (Elektra)
106 | 45 | 58 3 ROBERT PALMER - Tell Me I'm Not Dreaming (EMI)
91 3 44 M PETER GABRIEL - In Your Eyes (WTG/CBS)
9 |10 | 68 | 12 U2 - All | Want Is You (Island)
88 5 | 60 | 23 WHITE LION - Little Fighter (Atlantic)
83 |13 | 46 | 24 BILLY SQUIER - Don't Say You Love Me (Capitol)
|
83 | 83 -- = * CHER - If | Could Turn Back Time (Geffen)
82 1 23 | 58 BENNY MARDONES - Into The Night (Polydor/PolyGram) 1
74 - 52 | 22 TOMMY PAGE - A Zillion Kisses (Sire/Warner Bros.) |
67 6 | 45 | 16 38 SPECIAL - Comin' Down Tonight (A&M)
66 | 59 4 3 * THE OUTFIELD - My Paradise (Columbia) ‘
62 | 22 | 37 3 LIVING COLOUR - Open Letter (To A Landlord) (Epic) !
58 | 17 | 25 | 16 SOUL 11 SOUL - Keep On Movin' (Virgin) ‘
57 8 | 43 6 MIKE + THE MECHANICS - Nobody Knows (Atlantic)
53 4 | 12 | 37 STEVIE B - In My Eyes (LMR)
53 | 24 | 26 3 LIVING IN A BOX - Blow The House Down (Chrysalis)
52 | 2 12 | 19 SURFACE - Shower Me With Your Love (Columbia)
51 | 12 | 34 5 DEAD OR ALIVE - Come Home With Me Baby (Epic)
50 3 | A 6 ANDREAS VOLLEWEIDER - Dancing With The Lion (Columbia)
50 - | 46 4 KING SWAMP - |s This Love? (Virgin)
49 1|34 | 14 SA-FIRE - Gonna Make It (Cutting/Mercury/PolyGram)
46 2 31| 13 HOLLY JOHNSON - Love Train (UNI/MCA)
42 | 39 3 - * JOHN COUGAR MELLENCAMP - Jackie Brown (Mercury/PolyGram)
40 3 9 | 28 DE LA SOUL - Me, Myself & | (Tommy Boy)
37 |13 | 20 4 ERASURE - Stop (Sire/Reprise)
35 7 |28 | - DAN HILL - Unborn Heart (Columbia)
32 2 | 25 5 AIRKRAFT - Midnight Confessions (Premiere)
31 6 11, 14 GRAYSON HUGH - Talk It Over (RCA)
30 2 18 | 10 SARAYA - Love Has Taken Its Toll (Polydor/PolyGram)
30 | 10 | 12 8 * CHUCKII BOOKER - Turned Away (Atlantic)
29 |10 | 16 3 ANDERSON, BRUFORD, WAKEMAN, HOWE - Brother Of Mine (Arista)
28 5 21 3 RED SIREN - One Good Love (Mercury/PolyGram)
28 3 | 22 3 PETE TOWNSHEND - A Friend Is A Friend (Atlantic)
27 |17 | 10 - * JOHN FARNHAM - Two Strong Hearts (RCA)
26 | -- 16 | 10 THE JACKSONS - Nothin' (That Compares 2 U) (Epic)
26 2 10 | 14 Q-feel - Dancing In Heaven (Orbital Be-Bop) (Jive/RCA)
24 8 8 8 * SKID ROW - 18 And Life (Atlantic)
21 6 7 8 * SEDUCTION - (You're My One And Only) True Love (Vendetta/A&M)
20 | -- 19 1 HOTEL HUNGER - Give Me Love (Megaforce/Atlantic)
20 | 18 1 1 * BULLETBOYS - Smooth Up (Warner Bros.)
DROPPED: #31-Waterfront, Wang Chung, Chicago, Mica Paris, The Cure, Kevin Raleigh, Paul Pesco, Whistle, Swing Out Sister.
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KXXR D-40
WZIMM 33-28
WXKS ON
WMMS ON
WPEFM ON
WCIL ON
WNVZ 0N
100KHI ON

Y97 3331 KXGO D-29
WQUT 3228  KPXI 38-31
WZOU ON WNVZ ON
KXXR ON KwWOD ON
ZFUN ON K106 ON
KPAT ON 106RTB ON

KZZK ON KWIN ON CURRENTLY THE MTV HIP CLIP !

Soul
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"KEEP ON MOVIN™
GAVIN TOP 40 UP & COMING 58/17
GAVIN URBAN 5*-2*

KMEL 5 HOT97 75 Z100938

WPLJ D-25 WPGC / EAGLE106 21-16
WHYT D-22 KC101 D-28 FM102 20-13
KROY 2523  KSTND-22 B95 16-13
HOT97.7 D-35 KKQV 16-12 92QQ 27-20
wioQ 14 WTIC 36-31 Q106 ON

KITY 29-28 WAVA ADD  WXKS ADD

CKOI ADD KKHT ADD POWER106 ADD

STAR ROTATION ON VH]




HIT FA T R Top 40 Research: .
Keith Zimmerman Total Reports This Week 311 Last Week 311

Hit Factor is a percentage of stations playing a record which also have it Top 20.
ie: 100 stations playing the record — 60 stations have it in their Top 20 — Hit Factor = 60%

Hif

ARTIST TITLE LABEL Reports  Adds  1-5 610 11-20 21-30 Uncharted Factor Weeks
FINE YOUNG CANNIBALS - Good Thing (IRS/MCA) 276 - 1195 48 28 3 2 | 98% ] 10
SIMPLY RED - If You Don't Know Me By Now (Elektra) 285 2 1135 80 52 13 3 | 93% 10
MADONNA - Express Yourself (Sire/Warner Bros.) 286 1 | 122 90 63 10 == 9% |7
MARTIKA - Toy Soldiers (Columbia) 278 3 | 120 81 58 10 6 | 93% | 8 ‘
RICHARD MARX - Satisfied (EMI) 207 - | 142 59 6 - - [100% ‘ 10 |
LOVE AND ROCKETS - So Alive (Beggars Banquet/RCA) 218 | M 14 44 | 120 74 | 15 | 64% 8 |
DOOBIE BROTHERS - The Doctor (Capitol) 240 4 70 90 60 13 3 | 91% | 8
MILLI VANILLI - Baby Don't Forget My Number (Arista) 216 - | 139 54 17 2 4 | 97% | 12
EXPOSE - What You Don't Know (Arista) 250 3 33 74 | 110 21 9 | 86% | 8
CYNDI LAUPER - | Drove All Night (Epic) 231 | - 83 85 44 1 8 | 91% 10
BON JOVI - Lay Your Hands On Me (Mercury/PolyGram) 247 | 3 6 37 | 128 59 14 | 69% { 6 |
ROD STEWART - Crazy About Her (Warner Bros.) 249 | 1M 5 38 | 119 55 | 21 | 65% 10
ROXETTE - Dressed For Success (EMI) 248 3 4 21 | 109 88 23 | 54% | 7
PRINCE - Batdance (Warner Bros.) 253 | 15 7 18 77 | 100 | 36 | 40% | 4 \
STEVIE NICKS - Rooms On Fire (Modern/Atlantic) 200 1 33 49 95 15 7 | 88% | 10 [
TOM PETTY - | Won't Back Down (MCA) 198 4 24 33 | 92 34 | N | 75% | 12
MICHAEL MORALES - Who Do You Give...? (Wing/PolyGram) 216 6 21 28 76 60 | 25 ‘ 57% | 12 |
HENRY LEE SUMMER - Hey Baby (CBS) 236 7 6 | 21 85 79 | 38 | AT% 8 |
BOBBY BROWN - On Our Own (MCA) 247 | 15 3 15 67 | 106 | 41 | 34% 5

| DINO- I Like It (4th & Broadway/Island) 218 | 16 22 23 | 59 66 | 32 | 4T% 8 |

I NATALIE COLE - Miss You Like Crazy (EMI) 153 1 21 58 50 16 7 | 84% | 14 1

" PAUL MCCARTNEY - My Brave Face (Capitol) 206 1 4 18 94 65 24 | 56% 7

f GREAT WHITE - Once Bitten Twice Shy (Capitol) 204 | 10 30 18 33 78 | 35 | 39% | 10

| REAL LIFE - Send Me An Angel (Curb/MCA) 215 | 19 7 21 55 87 | 26 | 38% 9

| DEBBIE GIBSON - No More Rhyme (Atlantic) 230 14 -- 2 23 | 106 85 | 10% 4

] WARRANT - Down Boys (Columbia) 152 4 12 17 | 46 | 56 17 | 49% : 11 ’
DON HENLEY - The End Of The Innocence (Geffen) 239 22 - - 15 | 93 | 109 | 6% 6 3
JEFF HEALEY BAND - Angel Eyes (Arista) 168 | 18 16 13 29 | 45 47 | 34% | 11
PAULA ABDUL - Cold Hearted (Virgin) 242 | 38 1 2 13 67 | 121 6% | 3
KARYN WHITE - Secret Rendezvous (Warner Bros.) 154 30 12 17 19 28 48 | 31% 7
DONNY OSMOND - Sacred Emotion (Capitol) 210 19 - 4 18 | 64 | 105 | 10% 5 ‘
WINGER - Headed For A Heartbreak (Atlantic) 169 | 11 3 8 25 59 63 | 21% 6
SWEET SENSATION - Hooked On You (Atco) 151 17 - 1 26 54 53 | 17% 6
THE CULT - Fire Woman (Sire/Reprise) 108 6 4 6 12 30 50 | 20% 8 |
RICHARD MARX - Right Here Waiting (EMI) 195 | 184 1 -- 4 3 3 2% 1
MICHAEL DAMIAN - Cover Of Love (Cypress/A&M) 157 22 - - 4 26 | 105 2% 5
MICHAEL BOLTON - Soul Provider (Columbia) 143 | 33 -] - - 8 | 102 - 3
GLORIA ESTEFAN - Don't Wanna Lose You (Epic) 132 | 132 - - - - - -- 1
ARETHA FRANKLIN & WHITNEY HOUSTON - It Isn't... (Arista) 129 61 - - 2 12 54 1% 2
JODY WATLEY featuring ERIC B. & RAKIM - Friends (MCA) 120 19 -- 2 15 27 57 | 14% 5
ANIMOTION - Calling It Love (Polydor/PolyGram) 116 5 - 3 8 31 69 9% 6
L.L.COOL J - I'm That Type Of Guy (Def Jam/Columbia) 112 12 2 6 14 27 51 | 19% 5
HOWARD JONES - The Prisoner (Elektra) 110 60 - - 1 5 44 - 2
10,000 MANIACS - Trouble Me (Elektra) 107 16 - 1 4 26 60 | 4% 8
ROBERT PALMER- Tell Me I'm Not Dreaming (EMI) 106 45 - - - 3 58 -- 2
PETER GABRIEL - In Your Eyes (WTG/CBS) 91 3 1 6 13 24 44 | 21% 8
U2 - Alll Want Is You (Island) 90 10 - - 1 1 68 1% 3
WHITE LION - Little Fighter (Atlantic) 88 5 1 - 5 17 60 6% 4
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INSIDE TOP 40.,........

The first half of 1989 has come to an end and
as we mark the beginning of a new quarter
it’s time to welcome our new Top 40 Gavin
correspondents:

Steve Smith & Michael Newman, KKHT
Radio - 1020 Holcombe #1201, Houston,
TX 77030 (713-790-0965)

Lee St. Michaels & Bob O’ Dell, WWCK
Radio - 3217 LaPeer Road, Flint, MI 48503
(313-744-1570)

Butch Menefee, WJAD Radio - 1609 E.
Shotwell Street, Bainbridge, GA 31717 ‘

(912-246-1654)

Susan Landers, KVVQ Radio - 11920
Hesperia Road, Hesperia (Victorville/
Barstow), CA 92345 (619-244-2000)
Chuck Higbie, WIIS Radio - 527 Southard
Street, Key West, FL 33040 (305-296-7511)
Bill Bishop, KOTM Radio - 212 1/2 East
Main Street, Ottumwa (Fairfield), IA 52501 ]

(515-682-8711) |
Jay Smith & Bill Jenkins, WSGM Radio - |
P.O. Box 2189, Staunton, VA 24401

1

(703-886-2377) |

Michelle Starr, KKJO Radio - P.O. Box |
8550, St. Joseph, MO 64508 (816-279-6346)
Rob Berrell & Michael Hart, KQCL/FM
Radio - P.O. Box 30, Faribault, MN 55021
(507-334-0061)

Welcome on board to all these new
reporters.

WCIL/FM Carbondale, IL moves PRINCE
12-2andisamong many, riany stations who
listit number one inrequests. HIT FACTOR
soars from 17% to 40% with explosive gains
at Y100 24-15, WHTK 17-9, KNOE 25-13,
WHYT10-1, KDWB 14-5, KRNQ 124, KKEZ
24-16, KBQ 16-7, K106 20-7, KWES 28-19,
ZFUN 27-16, KS104 13-6, Q106 30-17, X102
26-17, KPXR 29-19 and KUBE 21-9.

Greg Husak, MD at KDOG Mankato, MN,
says response to DON HENLEY is tremen-
dous taking it 40-26 with strong phones
especially hot 18-34. Gary Owen, MD at
WKOR Starkville/Columbus, MSreportsit's
his mostrequested title withwomen18+and
givesita giant31-14 jump. Top thirty action
at Y108, KSND, KPAT, Z95.5, WAAL, etc.

)

o

Most talked aboutsongatthePoelast week-
end had to be RICHARD MARX with a

number of programmers commenting that
they feel it will be one of the biggest records
of the year!Jay Stevens and Kevin Robinson
werefirsttoplayitatKOY Phoenix—getting
immediatereaction. Guy Zapoleon confirms
thatcrosstown at KZZP—it’s been the num-
ber one testing track for five weeks. Already
charted top twenty at POWER 99 Atlanta,
WKDD Akron/Canton and WLXR La
Crosse.

EAGLE106 Philadelphia debuts JODY
WATLEY featuring ERIC B. and RAKIM,
last week’s TOP TIP at #27 with excellent
phone reaction. HIT FACTOR is 14% with
new believers including POWER 104 Hous-
ton, KSND Eugene, POWER 105 Albuquer-
que, WLVY Elmira, W]LK /K94 Asbury Park,
WKQD Huntsville, KCPW Kansas City and
WDJX Louisville.

.

PAULA ABDUL jumps into the top ten for |
Ken McGrail at 102QQ Saratoga Springs/ [
Albany, NY. Ken mentions he played it for |
three weeks before the single was released
and it's been top five requested each week
since in addition to getting renewed album
sales.

Last week Cosmo Leone at KGRS Burling-
ton, IA reported MICHAEL DAMIAN |

kicked off his summer tour before 15,000
crazed fans and that has certainly helped
moveit33-22 this week. Wayne Coyat WTBX
Duluth, MN says his area is “Damian Coun-
try” and he notes steady request (mostly
teen) butincludes calls inmorningdrive. He
takesit25-21. Alsodoing real wellat WBNQ
Bloomington, IL 37-30 (nighttime phones)
and WHSB Alpena, MI 33-29 (“top ten calls
mostly younger demos”).

Good airplay growth for SOUL II SOUL
our RECORD TO WATCH last week. Top
fiveat HOT97 New York 7-5 and KMEL San
Francisco 5-5, plus top ten at 2100 9-8. New
onPOWER 106, WAVA, KISS108, CKOI (MD
Guy Brouillard lovesitand says it’s already
getting strong clubreaction), KKHT, KKCK,
KACI, KFFM, WNKS, WCGQ, etc.

SURFACE is rising fast at KDON Mon-
terey/Salinas 23-13 where MD Rick Sanders
notes it's their fastest chart climber of the
year. Number one requests with callers in-
cluding everyone from teensto35+. “They’re
all there,” says Rick. Also the hottest track
for KXPW Honolulu with MD Michael Sh-
ishido confirmingacross-the-board phones—
kids and adults.

Could be a summer to remember for new-
comer SKID ROW who scores a 16% HIT
FACTOR. Top ten at WDFX Detroit and
Z104.5 Tulsa. Highest debut of the week at
WCIL #25 with top threerequests. Added at
Z100 New York, WPST Trenton, OK95 Tri
Cities, 92X Columbus, B94 Pittsburgh, etc.

May 12th’s RECORD TO WATCH was
WHISTLE, which continues to do great
where it gets a shot. Ron Brooks, MD at
WOVV West Palm Beach, FL says it’s num-
ber one in callout and number one requests
18-34 for the second weck as he debuts it #20!
After only two weeks of play at KISN Salt
LakeCity, UT it’s top threce requests moving
39-32.

Please note last week’s adds were incor-
rectly listed for YES97 Columbia, SC. They
should’ve been Robert Palmer, Soul Il Soul,
Q-feel and Dead Or Alive.
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NEW MUSIC SEMINAR 10

7

“AT THE NEW
MUSIC SEMINAR
YOU ARE ABLE
TO TOUCH ALL
THE MUSIC
LEGENDS IN
NEW YORK, THE
MUSIC CAPITAL
OF THE WORLD.
FOR CREATIVE
PROGRAM-
MERS, THE POS-
SIBILITIES ARE
ENDLESS. NEW
YORK AND THE
NEWMUSIC
SEMINAR, THE
HOTTEST MUSIC
CONVENTION
EVERY YEAR."
TOP PEOPLE

FROM AROUND
THE WORLD DE-
PEND ON THE

NEW MUSIC
SEMINAR.

N\

FOR AIRLINE
DISCOUNTS CONTACT
AMERICAN
CORPORATE TRAVEL,
TEL. 1 800 448-9494
or (212) 353-3408,
FAX (212) 353-2876.

FOR MARKETING
OPPORTUNITIES CALL
THE SALES
DEPARTMENT AT
NMS, (212)
473-4343.

PRESS CONTACT:
INPRESS, TEL. (212)
751-9852, FAX (212)
644.8746.

JuiLy i15-19,

1989

qve

WEART OF WHAT "

———

SAVE $100, REGISTER
BEFORE MAY 19 AND
PAY ONLY $195.
REGISTER NOW BY

CREDIT CARD,

CALL (212) 473.4343,
AND MAKE YOUR

MARRIOTT ROOM
RESERVATIONS AT

THE SAME TIME.

MARRIOTT MARQUIS HOTEL

NEW YORK CITY

1 WANT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT NMS 10!

NAME

COMPANY
]

ADDRESS

I oy
STATE
COUNTRY |

| TELEPHONENOG.

PLEASE ADD ME TO YOUR MAILING LIST.

2
POSTAL CODE

OCCUPATION

.%)f'/ﬂlﬂ "/7!3 P/’_(II))I f 7(1

NEW MUSIC SEMINAR, 632 BROADWAY, NY, NY 10012

TEL: 212-473-4343 FAX: (212) 353-3162
TELEX: 446737 NMS NYK E-MAIL: 62758238

NEW MUSIC SEMINAR 10 JULY 15-19, 1989
MARRIOTT MARQUIS HOTEL, NEW YORK
CITY INCLUDING NEW YORK NIGHTS: THE
INTERNATIONAL MUSIC FESTIVAL, JULY
14-19, 1989. FOR ARTIST SHOWCASE
INFORMATION CALL THE NYN A&R
COMMITTEE, (212) 473-4343.

N
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EATTITUDE

1Hn
Ll

By Dave Sholin and Kent Zimmerman. Editorial assistance by Annette Lai.

d uring this year’s Rock ‘N Roll Hall Of Fame induction Lou Reed posed
the now well-documented question, “After all who could be hipper than Dion?”
There can only be one answer—nobody!

w hile only in his teens Dion, backed by his group The Belmonts, doo-
wopped his way onto the charts with “I Wonder Why” in 1958. That kicked off a
succession of massive hits including “Runaround Sue” and “The Wanderer,”
classics if there ever were any. The British music invasion coupled by a long
running battle with drug dependency proved too much and Dion all but disap-
peared from the pop music scene in the mid-sixties, reemerging briefly in 1968 to
express the nation’s innermost feelings on “Abraham, Martin and John,” a song
that's become synonymous with the commemoration of JFK, RFK and Martin
Luther King Jr. Always a blues and folk enthusiast (today Dion’s a big John Hiatt
fan), Dion parlayed thatenthusiasm into amellow folkish troubadouring careeron
Warners, which included the ultra-honest “Your Own Backyard” and the haunting
“Sanctuary.” Shortly after that success, he ended years of drug and alcohol abuse,
and took his music down areligious path singing and performing gospel, and de-
veloping quite a following in the world of Christian music.

m

B t's hard to believe that today the man who once boasted “I'm the type
of guy of who will never settle down” has been happily married for 26 years and
has three daughters. Dion’s recent visit to the Gavin offices kept the entire staff
buzzing for days before and after. Relaxed, at peace, and happy to be rockin’ again,
he talked about the good ol’ days and his newest accomplishment “Yo Frankie,” an
album that brings the pastand present together, never bowing to a nostalgic spirit.

DAVE SHOLIN: I was fascinated by the fact
that Hank Williams was your first musical
inspiration.

DION: The first time I heard Hank Williams
he was singing “Honky Tonk Blues” on the
radio. I heard this guy just tearing into the
words, gripping them like pliers and ripping
them open. I had never heard anything like
that so I went up to Fordham Road where
there was this record store called “Cousins.” I
must have been eleven years old and said,
“You gotta find this record.” I didn’t even
know what “Honky Tonk” meant. By the time
I was thirteen I had a collection of about 125
Hank Williams 78s and I knew about two
hundred songs. I really got caught up in it—
whoosh! It was early rock ‘n roll to me. Hank
Williams and all the Black music I started
listening to was like my music—Black music
filtered through an Italian neighborhood that
comes out with an attitude. That’s what it is.
DS:Wasthereatime whenyoudecided,“l’m
going to be singer?”

DION: What happened is that I learned how
to sing “Honky Tonk Blues” and I'd sit out on
the stoops on those hot August nights when
the fire hydrants were coolin” everybody off,
sprayingthestreetsand the guys would gather
‘round mesaying “Do thatagain!” Iknew ata
very early age that I could take peopleonatrip
and when I was in the middle of a song I just
felt kind of special. It was like a gift—it just
feels good when you're doing it. People were
enjoying it and I LOVED doing it.

KENT ZIMMERMAN: ...it had an addicting
feeling?

DION: It’s like at that age you're looking for
who you are, what you are, where you're
going, why you're here and all of a sudden
you're connected—and you feel a part of
things—you're sharing yourself with people
and it’s connecting. Its just a good feeling.
DS: What was it about the early doo-wop
sound and why was it so prevalent in New
York City?

DION: It was like homemade music—street-
corner—you didn’t need $40,000 worth of
equipment to start a group. It started out with
the Black guys.I used to hang out backstage at
the Apollo Theatre, copying riffs from The
Cadillacs, The Harptones, The Cleftones.
They’d come out talking and singing, I'd be
listening, “Hey, how’d you do that?” It was
like homemade music. You’d bang on card-
board boxes and beer bottles and you made
music. It’s not like today. Contrary to what
people think, there wasn’t a group on every
corner. In fact, we (The Belmonts) were the
only group I knew for miles.

DS: A lot of your songs, were about girls.
“Runaround Sue,” “The Prima Donna,”
“Ruby Baby,” “Little Diane,” “Sandy.” Are
these just names that rhymed or were they
women you knew?

DION: Hey listen, if you can write a song
about a girl’s name, at least you knew you’d
sell. How many girls are named Diane? You
got sales already! I know that for a fact!

DS: How did the decision to leave The
Belmonts and go solo come about?

DION: There wasa guy atourcompany named
Alan Sussel who called Laurie Records. He
was a “man’s man”—he was like a father
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figure to me—I really loved the guy. His fa-
voritesong was “Where Or When,"” so [ cooked
upanarrangement. We worked hard at it. The
thought was there to just do it for him, but it
was out of our back yard, totally. But we did it
for him. Well, after we did that, The Belmonts
started saying, “We wanttodo every songlike
that, we want to be legitimate, get the tuxe-
dos...” and it was a battle. So we did a whole
album called WISH UPON A STAR of all
thesestandards.One day—The Belmonts were
standing on the side of me singing and I just
freaked.Isaid, “Thisis not forme!” So “Where
Or When” ended up being our swan song. |
said, “I can’t dothis.” I went back to my guitar.
That’s when I put out “The Wanderer” and
“Runaround Sue.” They wanted to be the
Four Aces. I said, “Go ahead.” I couldn’t take
it.

DS: Did you know from the very first take
that “The Wanderer” was going to be a clas-
sic?

DION: 1 did a song on this new album called,
“King Of The New York Streets.” When I
started that song I knew that something hap-
pened in therejand I just felt it. It's like I'm
singing it, enjoying it and saying, “Oooh, this
feels GREAT!” I felt that “King Of The New
York Streets” is as special as “The Wanderer.”
From beginning to end it was'one take.

KZ: “King Of The New York Streets” was
one take?

DION: Yes, it really felt good to me. And to
answer your question, I knew “The Wan-
derer” was special when I was doing it, but
how could Iknow after thirty ycars that people
like Bruce Springsteen would come up to me
and ask, “Who played drums on that?” or
“Who's playingsax?” “How djd thedrummer
do that?” “Is he hitting the 'high hat from
underneath?” Panama Francis played on that
song—hehad aJazz groupin the’40s-—he was
the drummer. All I knew was that it felt good,
I didn’t know people were going to be asking
me questions about it years later. I love sing-
ing about strong characters. You throw away
all your doubts and you just hit it. It's so
strong, it’s just so focused and it’s so much the
attitudeoftheneighborhood I grew upin. The
KID is HERE! Like, whoa! These songs are
great to get behind. They’re fun to sing. I like
singing about characterslike “Runaround Sue”
or “Yo Frankie” It’s a very proud place to
come from.

KZ: Sounds like you found out who you are
very early on...

DION: When I’'m in the middle of a song that
Ilove, I know exactly who I am.

KZ: ..amidst all the applause, the girls, the
cars, the money...

DION: That has nothing to do with it...

KZ: ..no, but is it hard to keep it together
with all those forces coming at you?

DION: Not now, but maybe when I was a kid.
When you're a kid you get distracted. When
people start treating you like you're some-
thing special, you start believing it and some-
times you think youcando no wrong. Youcan
get very self-centered. Now I'm in music be-
cause I love it. My peace of mind doesn’t de-
pend on a hit record. I think if your identity is
tied to a career, if your career goes—then
you‘re gone. My identity’s not tied up i Thy

self-worth. Today it’s just something I do. I
know who I am. I'm privileged to do some-
thing I love and use the gifts God gave me to
be of service to people. But there was a time
when my pride and I were insecure. Boy, 1
went off on a tangent and I got kind of lost
back then—it hurts to do it that way because
then you get isolated from people, from your-
self and God—it’s boring. It’s better the sec-
ond time around.

KZ: “King of The New York Streets” epito-
mizes all that. It’s a strong statement.
DION: It’s something we all go through when
we're sixteen and full of ourselves. The whole
world revolves around us and we're the cen-
ter of the universe.

KZ:So what waglitlike when rock ‘n roll was
just being invented?

DION: When we started it was like the dawn
of creation. It’s hard for second and third gen-
eration rock ‘n rollers to understand thetimes
when there were no rules, no expectations.
There was nothing—not to mention luxury
tour buses and monitors—you weren't in
charge of your own destiny. People didn’t
know you produced your own music. At that
time we were breaking a show business tradi-
tion; I know this today but I didn’t really
understand it then. There was a show busi-
ness tradition that existed. It was kind of like
a Hollywood set—you put up the front, but
there’s nothing behind it. You made a song
that was you—so they think they know you
because you have a hit song, but they don’t
really know you. When you took a picture,
you put the cigarette dowr} and smiled at the
camera. Rock ‘n rollers—the second and third
generations—bought theillusion of the rebel-
lion and the proclaiming of your individual
freedom saying, “Hey, this is me—I'm travel-
ing around the country, I'm gonna kick ass
and man, I’'m secureand I'm ‘The Wanderer!””
And they went, “Yeah, that’s the way I feel...”
and they bought it! So, little by little the tradi-
tion even affected The Beatles. I think it even
affected the Rolling Stones a lot; I know it
affected Presley. Elvis Presley was the “King
Of Rock ‘N Roll,” I know it, you know it but he
didn’t know it. If he knew it, he would have
gone to Woodstock and had some fun with
TheRolling Stones—he would have sung lead
up in Woodstock. He would be here today
with guys like Springsteen, Billy Joel, Paul
Simon, Little Steven and John Hiatt—all these
people!

KZ:..LouReed...

DION: Yes, Lou Reed defirtitely. What's hap-
pening now is that music got this kind of com-
munity and caring, not this competition thing
or this show business and self-centered thing,.
Musicians talk, get honest with themselves,
cut away the fat. It's healthy when you sup-
port each other. We started out with the music
very angry. Rock ‘n Roll’s a REBELLIOUS
music. It starts out with a lot of anger, but if
you work through that, you come out much
more powerful in the end because in the be-
ginning you think the power is just in the
amplifiers and it’s really not. When you work
through'that, then you really come-nto the
power and you can really understand thatit’s
an international.communications tool. You
get out there. You can communicate. It helps

you feel and think and keeps you aware, lifts
your spirit, keeps you young—it does for me.
KZ: You've really witnessed some changes
over the past thirty years.

DION: WhatI'm saying is that when westarted
we thought it was just music for very young,
innocent kids because we had nothing to go
on. Now we realize you could bean old fart at
nineteen and you can kick ass at sixty-three
because it’s an attitude. Rock ‘n roll is an
attitude, not an age! It's something very real.
When I was standing up there at the Hall of
Fameand they were honoring me, I was look-
ing out at all the people. All these artists that
have kept me young the past three decades.
Man, I was saying, “Thank YOU! You'vefilled
me, you've made my life very rich, you've
filled my spirit!” I've always been a diehard
fromtheearly daysand I never drifted offinto
Tony Bennettor Robert Goulet, Ijust couldn't...
KZ: ...even though that was the way when
you talk about legitimizing yourself.
DION: Yes, in the beginning we played witha
lot of Jazz musicians and a lot of them used to
hate us. It was very insecure because here you
are making hit records—everybody LOVES
it—but the musicians that are playing for you
can’t stand doing these shows at the Alan
Freed Theater. “Who are youout there stand-
ing in the light, singing this bullshit? We're
back here, getting paid ten dollars to play
behind YOU?!?”

KZ: That's a lot to take.

DION: It was hard for them, it was hard for us
and there was no communication, no matur-
ity. The guys didn’t come up to us and say,
“Hey listen...” There was no way to communi-
cate. They were probably as immature as we
were and they were older than us. Today
musicians encourage you, they supportyou, I
feel it’s much better because they’re real. It's
not a Hollywood set to them. Today you get
people that are the same off as they’re on. It's
like there’s no front.

DS: You joked at the Rock ‘N Roll Hall Of
Fame dinner about making a total of $14,000
off “The Wanderer,” while today stars are
making millions. Do you everlook back and
ask, “Geez, I was a star, but where was the
cash?”

DION: Yes, but jt’s never really affected me to
the point where it turned me bitter. I don’t
really have any real horror stories. I don't
want to sound like alfool, but I got into this
business because of the music. I wanted to get
claseto the music—I wasn’tthinking of money.
Sol’vealways keptthatfocus, it'salwaysbeen
a very sacred thing to me. I've raised three
daughters, I've always eaten, I've never gone
hungry, I've always been able to express
myself, I've been really blessed. Man, compa-