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The anniversary issue you are about to throw away would not have
been printed if it weren’t for a lot of people who slaved and grueled
despite knowing how lame it would all turn out. So, in addition to the
regular pack of losers above, the following made this heinous waste of
pulp possible and thus are especially deserving of your scorn:

Leisa St. John, Simon Glickman, Alexa Joy Sherman, Van Arno,
Randi Raskind, Rebecca Esmerian, Jocelyn Deal, Keith Macleod
Brian Lindsey, Darren Cava, Andrea Stewart, Shahid Brown
Brennan Lindner, Doug Bale, Lisa Jannone, Darcy Martin, Tim
Carney, Ginger Ramsey, Rahin Gerber, Ross Prout, Nicole
Tocantins, Susan Goldberg, Scott Killam, Bill Treadway, Sean
Topham, Eric “Buddah’ Soria, Scott Strough, Steve Wilinken,
Michelle Marth, Cassi Nolte, Terry Tocantins and all the
ong-suffering pros a. Studio Image and Color West.

Long live Nose & Forehead!!!

The Introduction 5
We worked on it all night.

Best Of Front Page 9
Purdy pictures. Yay!

The Mediocre Pages 47
A salute to the average, the normal, the just okay.

Blame Them—They Said It 62
Stuff people said when they were suckered into talking to us losers.

Big Wigs '98 96
Play “Pin the Hair on the Weasel.” Qur interactive, yet annoyingly lame stroke section.
The Charts 1998 ill
All the classic Anniversary Issue filler you’ve come to expect.

Top 50 Vibe-Raters 174

When you’ve just GOT to get some sleep, and Sominex won‘t do, this rundown of the year’s
hottest acts is a sure cure.

Nutty Radio Pages 208

From ...ahem... the “best” of Pop Mart to the visual cheese that is Radio Wacky Wacky,
more nyuks for your buck.

The Year In Airhead 221

Van Arno is a brilliant artist. We suck like a possessed Hoover. Here’s a bunch of
purdy cartoons.

Who's Got Who 242

The only reason not to immediately torch this pathetic rag in an elaborate ritual of fire.
Artists who have appeared on our charts, their managers and agents.

THE COVER

Back in 1989, a great magazine known as the Natoral
Lampoon published a salute to mediocrity that got r ght
down to the essence of being just okay in a way we tan
only describe as gratifying. With apologies to the iempoor
we have to say we feit better qualified to re-examine this
issue in 1998 than just about anyone. Anyway, here’s a
truly mediocre cover for a really mediocre issue, with a
round of applause to HITS lifer and SEVEN on TEN
(formerly WHaT?!?) proprietor Keith Macleod far making
more of it than the idea deserved.
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THE IMPORTANCE OF MEDIOCRITY

Medlocrity is a very important i1dea of our time, Websters
Dictionary defines medioority as "The quallty or state of
being mediocre." This means "of low or moderate guality."

But what makes mediocrity such an important 1dea of our time?

Many people believe that mediocrity 1s bad. But 1t is
not, because, since the dawn of time, mankind has had great
things and also very, very bad things, but things that were
not great or wery, very bad, too. These things ocould be

labelled mediocre,

HITS Magazine 1s an example of this. HITS Magazine 1s a
music trade magazine that has been just okay for twelve years,

HITS Magazine puts the important 1dea of mediocrity into
practice with average writing, kind of humerus photo capt-

ions and probably sort of accurate rerorting.

HITS Magazine helps us realize the importance of medlocrity,
because when a whole large group of people work not very
hard together to do something that 1s just okay, 1t glves
them a pretty good feelipgg. Not a great feellng, but a

pretty good feeling. And that 1s very lmportant.

-1-

H 1 TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW...



The 12th Avinnersary Issue of HITS Magazine Is a chance
to celibrate the triumph of medlocrity with lots and lots
of rioctures and also ggme Writing. Nothing 1n it 1s that
great, but most of it isn*t very, very bad, either. And
that 1s what "medloore" is all about,

In oconcluslion, 1t can be seen that meAl ocrity 1s an very
important idea of our time. The examples of the dawn of
time, Viebsters Dictlionary and HITS Magazine's 1l2th Anvin-
nersary Issue prove that medicorfity 1is, and always willl

be, a part of what mmek makes this country.

-2-
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HITS ANNIVERSARY

{THE ONLY THING WORSE THAN 11 YEARS OF HITS IS 12}
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Vice President Al Gore looks forward to many more years of
disciplined public service. We look forward to our nap. Take

magazine, line bird cage now.
=
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WITH ONE MESSAGE VERY
LARGE MUSIC CORPORATION.....

("f‘;; 4 :7

e've called this press conference not merely to  corporate headquarters each morning before trundling off 1o your cog-like
confirm Seagram’s purchase of PolyGram for jobs. We are unstoppable—unstoppable, I say! Hahahahahahahahaha!
$10.4 billion,” elaborates President/CEO Edgar Maybe we should pause here for some questions.” That’s Universal
Bronfman, Jr. (c), “but to notify you all that we are ~ Studios Chairman/CEO Frank J. Biondi, Jr. (I) showing his corporate
the new ruling junta of the world. Our beverages will be your bev-  chompers as Philips President/CEQ Cors Boonstra is seen pissing off
erages! Our songs will be your songs! You will genuflect before our  Alain Levy.
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just a few months, I m going to head the world’s largest record company and you guys are going to be REALLY glad 1 like you,” pronounced the

prophetic U niversal Music Group jefe Doug Morris (c). “Sure, Doug, have another glass of champagne,” chuckled the following people, who

[ ——— - should have been calling their brokers to get a piece of Tropicana (I-r): MCA Records Nashville’s Bruce Hinton, GRP’s Tommy LiPuma, UMG’s
| Mel Lewinter, Geffen’s Ed Rosenblatt, Universal Records’ Jean Riggins, Universal Studios’ Ron Meyer, MCA's Jay Boberg, Morris, Universal Records’ Kedar
: Massenburg, Interscope’s Tom Whalley, UMVD’s Henry Droz, UMG's Zach Horowitz, Geffen's Bill Bennett, MCA Nashville’s Tony Brown and MCA Music
1 Publishing Worldwide's David Renzer.

e e

DOUG MORRIS!=t—
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ello, I'm musician Tom Morello (2nd from r) of Epic
band Rage Against the Machine. When 550 Music artist
Finley Quaye (r) and [ aren't sticking it to the Man,
subverting the dominant paradigm and eroding the
capitalist hierarchy from within, we enjay sucking down
five-star grub and primo vino with our corporate masters. Here we are
chuckling at a few hilarious golf stories as told by Epic Records Group
chairman Dave Glew (1), as well as Epic/550 President Polly Anthony's
wacky misadventures with her driver at the Jaguar dealership. But
here’s where we do our rebel thing—they pick up the tab!”

ercury Platinum progeny Hanson take a creative

meeting with some of their favorite label

chzperones. “Listen, man,” sputtered drummer

Zach, “you suits don’t get where our heads are

at! We've szen things, you dig? Our next disc ain't

gonna be about this mass-appeal pop fluff—we’re going Jdeeper.
Down into the darkest corners of the soul, Syd Barrett-style. I'm
getting hair around my wee-wee, for God’s sake!” Seen looking
forward to mining adolescent pain for dollars are (I-r) Mercury Exec
VP/GM David Leach, Taylor, Isaac and Zach Hanson, Mercury
Records Group Chairman Danny Goldberg and Promo VP Steve Ellis.

ou know, Aretha,” recounts Arista
President Clive Davis (c), “when
[ first heard BMG Entertainment
Chairman/CEO Michael Dornemann (r),
he was a mere slip of a thing. singing gospel
in his father's church. Oh, no, wait, that
was you. Well, anyway, did I tell you about
the time | discovered thermonuclear fission?”

“Now | know where I recognize you from—*Diff 'rent Strokes’” enthuses Chancellor Media’s
Steven Rivers to Virgin's Janet Jackson. “You're doing a music thing now, right? I think that’s
great. | hear it worked out well for Tito and LaToya.” Meanwhile, a bevy of promo dudes
practiced saying “I'm your guy” and “This thing researched through the roof” very quietly.
Seen are (I-r) VP Field Promotion Jeffrey Naumann, VP Pop Promotion Al Moinet, Rivers,
Jackson, Maureen Rivers and Sr. VP Promotion Michael Plen.

12 YEARS OF SPEW... 1
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WHY TORI.
o A PDCIWCEC ]| AA® CAN,T
BREATHE

‘ @ f having my picture taken with pigs
suckling at my breast was disturb-
ing, this photo should reaily show the
depths of my depravity,” muses Tori
Amos while hanging with her
Atlantic posse. Seen happy that at least Tori does-
n't suffer from Touretie’s Syndrome like that
freaky Fiona chick are (I-r) EVP/Office Of The
Chairman Craig Kallman, Co-Chairman/Co-CEQ
Val Azzoli, Amos, Co-Chairman/Co-CEO Ahmet
Ertegun, EVP/GM Ron Shapiro, EVP Promotion
Andrea Ganis and manager Arthur Spivak.
b = i ettt b i qrmmm——————

« Y ou know, Bob, | may not be much  with his avuncular grin and snappy blaz-
of a looker,” notes RCA Exec. VP er. Meanwhile, ultra-hot RCA recording
Jack Rovner (I} to President Bob Jamieson  artists Jai and Natalie Imbruglia imagine
(r), “but dammit, I'm beautiful on the what the industry would be like if all
inside!” “Yup,” concluded Jamieson, executives were as beautiful as them. Ugly
momentarily blinding several passersby doesn’t begin to describe our 12th year.

"N T

‘ .
TWO Guys BONDING §

“You pay me?” asked jazz great Branfordl*
Marsalis. “Me pay you,” repliedi
Columbia Records Group President Doni
Ienner during one of those complex,:
high-level corporate negotiations that|
these kind of people participate in.|
The two men then discovered they|
enjoyed holding each other’s hands so}
much, they made future plans to!

attend “Cats” together.
| R P p—— e p— |

ust moments after WORK Group artist Fiona Apple said that accepting

her double-platinum plaque was “no different from walking over the

backs of my brothers and sisters and greasing the horrible corporate

machinery that dehumanizes us all and makes us wear our tightest-fit-

ting underwear in videos,” the following gathered together for a photo-
op and some deli: (I-r, top row) Co-President Jeff Ayeroff, Sr. VP Mktg.
Diarmuid Quinn, National Promo Director Michael Becker, VP Alternative
Promo Geordie Gillespie, Fiona, Co-President Jordan Harris, VP Video
Production Lydia Sarno and manager Andy Slater; (I-r, bottom row) VP Rock
Promo Pam Edwards, Sr. VP Promo Burt Baumgartner, LA Local Promo
Manager Greg Phifer and Sr. Director Promo Johnny Coppola.

12 H I TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW...



It started out 12 years ago as such a nice idea.
A sweet little magazine for the peppy people

who make music and the kind souls who play it on the radio.

It was akin to a public service, a meeting ground,
a forum for the struggling and the mainstream artist alike.
It was a chance for record companies to commune and honestly £

share ideas and dreams in a positive, professional forum.

+ World Radio History



“Hey, look at these neat old war toys I found in my new office,” said

Bertelsman Music Group Entertainment President/CEO Strauss Zelnick to
BMG Music Canada's Lisa Zbitnew. “Whaddya think the letters ‘SS’ stand
for?” In a related story, some people in Sherman Oaks wasted a lot of paper
this year.

Demonstrating why she got into show business in the first place, Paula Cole hangs
with a bunch of label party people, none of whom would ever think of saying any-
thing about that gnarly armpit hair. Pictured right after the Right Guard kicked in are
(I-r) Warner Bros. VP Nancy Stein, Sr. VP Joe McEwen, Cole, WB Inc. President Phil
Quartararo, Sr. VP Stu Cohen and President Steven Baker.

&)
Z
-
-
-
U

'm proud to be associated with a
project like ‘Scream 2,’" pro-
claimed No Limit rapper/mogul
Master P (c), seen here with the
film's director, Wes Craven (r),
and video director Michael Martin, “both because it
raises awareness of the great expressionist painter
Edvard Munch’s ‘The Scream’ and because the anly

way to truly combat gun violence in our culture is
to make more movies about knife violence.”

and Gary Numan: Wear black, pose, repeat.

14 H I TS twelfth anniversary issue
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0OS He’s Their

so M E of the biggest wigs  their best unit-shifting grins are
in the biz dress to (I-r) Warner Music Group Co-

the nines to show their support for  Chair/Co-CEO Terry Semel, WB

a very important cause: the selling  CEO Russ Thyret, Elektra/EEG hat’s HITS Nimrod In Chief Leonard J.
of colossa! numbers of little, shiny  CEO Sylvia Rhone, Atlantic Co- Beer, surrounded by (I-r) Epic’s Desiree
discs to angry suburban teens Presidents/Co-Chairs Ahmet Schuon and Felicia Swirling and 550's
with sideways haircuts. God bless Ertegun and Val Azzoli and WMG Hillary Shaev. lie once had a head

us, one and all' Seen grinning Co-Chair/Co-CEO Bob Daly. injury. Now he’s so adept at talking to

promotion people that he runs this magazine. Yay!

sland Black Music artists Dru Hill and Island Black Music President Hiriam Hicks discover that when presi-
dential aspirant Rev. Jesse Jackson is involved, smashing someone upside the head with a pool stick becomes
a mere trickle under the big bridge of life. Shown on their way to a scholarly lecture entitled “Al Campanis:
Lacking the Necessities,” are (1-r) mgr. Kevin Peck, Dru Hill's Woody, Jackson, the band’s Sisqo, Nokio & Jazz
and Hicks, who is seen awaiting his cue.

16 H 1 TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW ...



how long?

CONGRATULATIONS!

COLUMBIA

www.columbiarecords.com

(yeah, right.)
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

fter having trouble reading his cue cards, David Foster (c) borrowed Henry Lou Reed and Reprise Records President Howie Kliein...
Droz’s (1) glasses and performed his famous Mr. Magoo impression, while
Jimmy lovine went from guest to guest collecting donations in his hat for the
superproducers’ retirement home.

BB ng and Pope John Paul ..

- ————— --_----__-__-,----,_--,_-_--,_-,

Giorgio Armani and GlassNote 2 kingpin. Damel Glass and...

- .- e .- - -

JACKSONIA

LEADERSH

! ere's Motown CEO George Jackson (front, right) explaining

d to Stevie Wonder (front, left) why he thinks the new comedy team of | i

; John Salley (back, left) and Babyface (right) will be a smash. “You see, | !

! Stevie, one is really tall and the other is... uh, just trust me on this. I !
I

18 H I TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW...
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hat makes Guy Oseary. the band’s Peter

Maverick different  Klett and Kevin Martin,

from other labels Maverick Co-CEO Madonna,

is the incredible Maverick Co-CEO Freddy

harmony and love ~ DeMann, the band’s Bardi
that exists among the princi- Martin, Maverick Music’s
pals.” said those wacky kids Lionel Conway and the band’s
from Candlebox, who are seen Scott Mercado. “I love you,
in this time-capsule moment Freddy,” said Madonna. “1 love
celebrating their platinum vou, Madonna, and you too,
status with harmonious label Guy,” said Freddy. “I love me
heavyweights (1-r) A&R whiz t00,” said Guy.

Faires,

President Jay Faires begins his deluxe
tour of Silver Lake—the stomping grounds of his hosts, Nickelbag Records heads
and star producers the Dust Brothers—Dby sitting on the Dusties’ couch and
studying the pattern in their carpet. “Can y'all tell me where the carb is on this
thing?”
remixed for a vinyl-only release. Seen moments before wolfing a gross of Devil
Dogs and scouring locai shops for '70s lunchboxes are (I-r) Dust Bro John King

he mumbled eventually. Later, the whole evening was looped and

Dust Bro Mike Simpson and Nickelbag's Mitchell Frank.

‘DISTRIBUTING THE LOVE!

olyGram Group Distribution President & CEO Jim

Caparro was honored as the 1998 T.J. Martell Founda-

tion Humanitarian of the Year, causing him to comment,

“1 just want you to know, Mr. Bronfman, that I'm not just

about shaking hands and kissing babies. I'm a full-time
distributing machine. I live to shift units. And drink wine coolers, of
course.” Seen inspired by Jim's stirring speech are (I-r) Epic Records
Group Chairman Dave Glew, Ann Glew, PolyGram Music Group
President Roger Ames, Judy Caparro, Jim, BMI President & CEO
Frances Preston and Epic Records Sr. VP and T.J. Martell Founda-
tion Chairman Tony Martell.

_nspired b\' the words of Wu Tang's OI’ Dirty

Basldrd 1 (aka Big Baby Jesus) at this year's

ramm\ Awards, rap greats (I-1) T) Ice Cube,

nooL[)ogm Dogg and Mack 10 convene

#here to work on their new KCET _special. “One

W Phat gl"ll) _‘()r The Children.” Kids today need
b0 tIve role MOders. I \we meniion we
turned 12?

20
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Here’s Motown topper Clarance Avant (2nd from 1) hanging with
Brian McKnight (2nd from r), as Avant notices: “My, Luther, that
Zone diet is making you disappear. You look sensational!” Said
McKnight: “Thank you, Mr. Harrell—this job must be very stress-
ful.” Michael Mitchell (I) and Bruce Carbone nod pleasantly
because they've been very successful doing just that.

history,” explained new Buena Vista Music Group Chair-
man Bob Cavallo, shown here with members of hit Holly-
wood Records band Fastball. The music biz seer continued: “I now turn
my attention to distribution, which I think will be betier if more siores

&
]
1
1
) — ! "
H pon arriving at the company, | ascertained that it would be
i more successful if it had a hit record. The rest is. as they say,
'
]
]
]
'
]
; have our records.”

)

[

D
A M ME- A @
- v
FRED’S OLD GLORY
e * —~ —

I t" been nearly a decade since the Berlin Wall crumbled along with European

Communism’s threat to the life, liberty and freedom of fine Americans every-
where. Yes folks, it’s time we thank the man who made us safe from totalitarian forces
that threatened the very core of our technology-driven free-market society and its inherent
freedom. God bless you, Fred DiSipio, and thank you for kicking some serious Commie butt.

T
]

hese are the fine young gentlemen

from Outpost Recordings: (l-r)

Andy Gershon, Mark Williams and

Scott Litt. They are wearing black.
They feel an artist’s pain more deeply than
you. Much more.

22 HI TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW...



whether
you like it
or not




2 > &

FRONT PAGE

I 5
1 Monica’s Man DOES THE MUSIC BIZ Mambo

[mm—=mm e e e e e e e e e e e — - -

Getting Chggkx

e Prime Minister Tony Blair
B rl tlS is seen here with Simply
Red crooner Mick Hucknall and President
Clinton, as Hucknall explains his position
on the need for special laws protecting
chubby-cheeked citizens. Clinton is
seen here chewing on the issue.

tell ya, son,” explained Presi

dent Clinton {I) to “Save the
Music” campaign beneficiary Gregory Thompson
(2nd from |), “when I look at this instrument, I think
of Monica's historic address to the presidential staff.
Do you mind if I dry-hump your thigh?” As this lesson
took place, Hillary 2nd from r) begged VH1 premier John
Sykes not to let Bill anywhere near Stevie Nicks.

The First Bubba meets with
London’s All Saints and lays on that
legendary Southern charm like a
gallon of moppin’ sauce on a mess of
" barbeekewed pork chitlins: “So, y'all
say ver All Saints, is that right? You
wanna see what a lil' red devil loaks like?”

A STAND-UP WOMAN
—

‘ ‘ Ah luhhhy the name o’ your record
comp'ny,” grunted President Bubba (¢)
B OYS ’ t0 Virgin Records co-heads Ashley
Newton (1) and Ray Cooper. “Al: just
wish we had a few more o’ then virgins in Washington, heh-heh!
O.K, tape’s rollin’! “The entertainment industry has a respansibility

values, role models, blah-blah. God bless America. Over and out.
See ya, boys—plant a wet one on the Spice Girls for me!’

I MCA's Nancy Levin (D) is seen just before giving sworn testimony to
Kenneth Starr about her relationship with Monica Lewinsky as card-

I board cutouts of Pamela Lee and Lady Di try to stay clear of the creep
with the horn in his hands. When it comes to trade magazines, we're
Linda Tripp’s thigh cheese.

___-__-____i__-_l_______l__-
24 H I TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW...
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llen Kovac announces the
formation of Beyond, a

new group of indepen-

dent labels that will be
distributed by BMG.

Kovac stated he chose BMG
because of the company's
intense commitment to all
types of music. BMG executives
said they cut the deal because
they were looking for a short
bald guy to pick on. Seen
basking in the excitement

of our 12th anniversary are
BMG Distribution President
Pete Jones, BMG kingpin
Strauss Zelnick, Kovac

and BMG International
President/CEO Rudi Gassner.

COMPREHENSION

‘ ‘ e love you, Rod, but about this video... per-
haps your kids are in a band?” quipped

MTV President Judy McGrath and MTV

ruler Tom Freston to legendary rock icon

Rod Stewart as manager Arnold Steifel lives

up to the title, “Calmest, Nicest, Mellowest Manager In The Music Busi-
ness.” A discouraged Stewart then sold out 16 arenas before going home
to sleep with his supermodel wife.

MackDaddies

f( Y bro, can you spot me a few bucks until I cash out my next

bunch of Time Warner stock options?” queried Mo Ostin.
“Sorry, dude, I'm strapped until the new mega-deal with a
huge German conglomerate,” replied Clive Davis. The two titans then
congratulated each other on the careers of sons Brian Koppelman and
Michael Rosenblatt before telling Walter Yetnikoff to retrieve their cars.

26 H I TS twelfth anniversary issue 12 YEARS OF SPEW ..



Slightly used industry magazine. 12 years ol.
Will throw in long list of genuine suckers.
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Don't Let Your Daughters
Grow Up To Be Weasels OF

hat’s Ice Cube telling A&M executive John
McClain () and Chairman/CEO Al Cafaro
(2nd from r) that he decided to start a label
at A&M “because of this neat article [ read
in the Los Angeles Times.” Said Mr. Cafaro:
“Welcome to A&M, Mr. Ice Tray.” Replied Cube:

S ony Music International Chairman Mel llberman
shows his granddaughters Rachel and Sigal how to be
in meetings all day when the losers from HITS call as

he celebrates “Take Our Daughters To Work Day” by can-
celing all subscriptions to this rag, while Sony Director

Diversity & Staff Development Donna Pedro and Sony TYOU dCa ma"'erl; Alpert. dHeavy(;velghllRecor:s
Executive VP Michele Anthony teach the gals how to erry Carter looks on and wonders where that
work the paper shredder. Levy guy went.

Mr.Tree Says:

“Hey Buddy, You’re My Guy!”’ Hu S Dl‘ugS

100’s Tom Poleman explains to son Michael that when nice een embarking on the 13th step, also known
men like Columbia’s Jerry Blair and Elektra’s Greg Thompson as “giving the self up to shameless trade photo
take him to a “Gentlemen’s €lub,” it's sort of like going to ops,” are (I-r) Daniel Lanois, Alantic VP of Sales
Chuck E. Cheese's for your birthday, except it’s not your Rick Froio, EVP Promotion Andrea Ganis, Scott
birthday and there are a lot more strippers. “Hey buddy,” young Joshua Weiland and EVP/GM Ron Shapiro. Later the
Blair says to Michael, “I've got a fantastic little sushi place I've got to take group availed themselves fully of the complimentary
you to.” “You're our guy, Mikey,” notes little Ryan Thompson, who Sanka and plain cake donuts.
requested that Michael up the spins on his toy top.
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VOTED

i




» 0>

[ FRONT PAGE

EASTSIDE FO’ LIFE

“I believe this Grammy party shot
accurately represents the type of
year we've had,” guffawed Sony
Music Entertainment
President/CLEO Thomas D.
Mottola, tilting slightly to his left
due to the weight of his wallet.
“Fuhgeddaboudit, Tommy,”
replied Columbia Records Group
Chairman Don lenner. “I just
wish Dennis and Lenny were
faster cleaning the tables.” Seen
partying like it’s still 1998 are (I-r)
Wyclef Jean, Puff Daddy, lenner,
Will Smith, Mottola, Jennifer
Lopez, Babyface, Jada Pinkett
Smith, Yab Yum Entertainment
President Tracey Edmonds,
Sony Music Entertainment
Executive VP Michele Anthony
and Tony Bennett.

s s “Um, which stupid record am | supposed to talk about?”
Put Your Benl mlns Where queried MCA Exec. VP/GM Abbey Konowitch, momentarily

MY ACCOUNT T COULD SEE forgetting he was supposed to make people think he listens

to music. “Oh, what | mean is, the multi-Platinum success of
nderexposed Bad Boy/Arista rap sensation Puff Daddy and Sublime, posthumous though it may be, stands as a grand
Elektra/EEG wildman Busta Rhymes confer on the state of tribute to Bradley Nowell’s artistic legacy.” Later, the follow-
the hip-hop nation: “About the only thing left for me to sam- ing pretended to like each other: (I-r) MCA's Paul Orescan
ple is show tunes,” said Puffy, “but you know, some of that and Konowiich, Troy Nowell, MCA's Nancy Levin, Jay Boberg,
shit’s aiiight. For example, ‘Surrey with a Fringe on Top’ from Mike Regan and Jayne Simon; (kneeling, |-r) MCAs Lisa
‘Oklahoma’ is off the hook, knowhamsayin'?” Replied Busta: “Yeah, we Cristiano, Sublime co-manager/A&R rep Jon Phillips,
goin’ off! Fiddler on the muhfukkin’ roof, y'all! Broadway. y’all! No Nowell’s father Jim and son Jakob.
musical theater playa hatin.,”  Jemmem e e cce oo e cmmmmcmmmmmmofe e oo oo
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there
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H) TS.

Hitg
who? Iy
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Happy Anniversary ~ AGAIN!!!!!!
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Their Power’s FORWARD

Ui

‘ ‘ ey, why don’t I make a movie about a huge Dutch corpora-
tion headed by some French guy who stifles the creativity of

one the most innovative and successful entrepreneurs who

ever released a record? And hey. let’s have that entrepreneur

date supermodels,” quipped director John Singleton. “Cool,”

said Def Jam Founder and Ruler Russell Simmons. “Just be sure to feature lots of
Seagram product!” If you're still reading this, you deserve to still be reading this.

TOWELING WITH

THAT ENDS WELLIENG

ARAS chief Michael Greene, Erykah and New York City Mayor Rudy
Giuliani show the kind of spirit and cooperation that won LA the
Grammys. tlere, the testosterone-driven mayor stage-whispers to Erykah,
“It's my way or the highway, baby. One wrong word and I'll kick your ass, you hear
me? I'm Giuliani, dammit! Knock this off my shoulder. C'mon, I dare you.”

H 1 TS twelfth anniversary issue

“You're my guy, Rick,” cooed muhi-trillion-selling
artist and Crave Records head Mariah Carey “You
know, I'm you're guy, Mariah,” said label exec Rick
Bisceglia who added, “I want my time at Crave to
be the defining experience of my career.” “Daon't
worry, Rick, it will be,” replied Nariah. The pair
then went over some really neat plans for 1999.

ere, Don Cornelius says to Erykah: “Damn
girl, I just know I left a ham & cheese
sandwich up in there!” Fortunately,
Uptown kingpin Heavy D. was on the case:
“It's okay, dude. | got a pizza in my neck.”

12 YEARS OF SPEW...
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FUNKY ’FACELIFT

i

‘ ‘ ey, are there any mult-billion-dollar
record companies you want to shake
up today?” asked Capitol Nashville
President Pat Quigley of industry titan

Garth Brooks. “No, Pat, not today. Maybe closer to the
fourth quarter,” replied the man in the hat. Garth later
repackaged this photo and sold 7 million copies.

e're getting mad phones about aur latest single,” reports Terry Ellis

(r) of Elektra/EEG artists En Vogue, “and it hasn't even been writ-

ten or recorded yet. But with Babyface irvolved, all we really need

to do is pose for this picture.” Seen abousi to pick up yet another
toothpaste endorsement are (I-r) EV's Cindy Herron, Babyface and EV's Maxine
Jones and Ellis.

sAvp olavy

£ i

Recently, PoMo radio kingpin Kevin Weatherly and the guys from Sugar Ray decided they wanted to have
their picture taken with a self-involved Hollywood parasite who makes a career out of spewing vapid cultural
vomit across the trailer parks of America. Pat O'Brien (c) was more than happy to oblige. That's Atlantic’s

Danny Buch (1), who is standing and smiling, because he's a Promotion man and that's what they do.

I
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Hey Dennis! Go beat up the first graders and make them
finish their comic books so we can sell them at sixty centsa -
pop. I'll stajf-up the playground and get the kindergartners

to work jor jree. '

Yo, Lenny, you’re genius! ; : !
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Gone BUT

gushed Bonnie Raitt as she delivered her new album. “Finally, a sense of stability.
Iley, Roy! Lou! What the hell are you guys smiling so much about?” Pictured feel-
ing like a real family are (I-r) Gold Mountain’s Ron Stone, Capitol Sr. VP Promotion
ndre Harrell is seen unveiling his recent & Marketing Phil Costello, Raitt, ex-Capitol President Gary Gersh, Capitol
a roadside billboard campaign entitled, “I've Executive VP Liz Heller, EMI Recorded Music North America Deputy President

got na record company, but does it look like and new Capitol President Roy Lott, EMD Executive VP Sales & Marketing Gene
I give a shit?” The trio then went cut for a Rumsey and Capitol Sr. VP/GM Lou Mann.
casual night of heckling Alain Levy.

“Okay, people, I'm going to
run through this routine one
more time,” huffed Mercury
artist Paula Abdul afier
scolding this bevy of label
execs. “It’s kick-and-turn-
and-clap-and-turn-and-
down-and-two-and-up-and-
kick. Come on, Danny, on
the beat! ONE more time:
Five-six-seven-eight..."

Seen feeling the burn are
(I-r) attorney Heath Kudler,
Brad Beckerman, Mercury
Sr. VP Business & Legal
Affairs Julie Swidler, Sr. VP
A&R Bruce Carbone, Sr.

VP R&B Marketing &
Promotion Wayman Jones,
Abdul, Executive VP/GM
David Leach and Mercury
Records Group Chairman
Danny Goldberg.
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just pissed in a champagne bottle and sent it to Cor Boonstra’s
table,” guffawed former PolyGram chief Alain Levy as Poly-
Gram superstars Sting and Sheryl Crow suddenly developed
cravings for a tasty Seagram Seven & Seven.

to the guys in Van Halen that he can't give them any more money

“BECAUSE YOUR LAST ALBUM SOLD SIX F#@KING COPILS!! Want my
tickets for the Dodgers game?” H you're inclined to read any further in this
Anniversary Issue, you may want to consider killing yourself.

W arner Bros. Vice-Chairman/General Counsel David Altschul {c) explains

L

Oui-Oui All The Way Home

hy yes, I have signed with Irving Azoff for representa-

tion. [ understand him to be a very fair and reputable
man. [ really trust him with ALL my money,” noted Mike Fyson
to (I-r} Ice-T, NKG/25th Precinct Chairman Henry “Hen-Gee”
Garcia and Power 106's Nick V. “Wow! We would like to give that
incredibly honest man all our money, as well.” returned the
threesome. “Finally, an honest record executive!”

MONKEY SEE

A young chimpanzee is forced to kick it up a notch when

confronted by Columbia promo demon Charlie Walk (r).

“Me Charlie. Me get record added to radio,” grunted Walk,
who was able to change the chimp’s perception of promo
people by successfully telling the truth.

|
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THAT’S PUKE,

“o hhh, baby has an upset stomach?
Uh-oh, baby needs to throw up?

hat's Jake artist Shock G (I) That's the incredibly street Jake CEO Wait... liere, baby, throw up on this useless
and Loud artist Big Gary Katz (2nd from ) and homeboy glossy trade magazine. Good baby!” We thank
Punisher (2nd fromr) in a President Gary Stromberg (r) posing 550 Music Sr. VP Promotion Hilary Shaev and
happy moment. Why? the immortal question, “They call you her son Spencer for coming up with a legiti-
Because they know they're about to Big Pun because of your highly devel- mate use for us after 12 years.
kick some skinny white Jewish butt. oped gift for wordplay, do theyno®” | | |
s U et A g ?
1 3
} 1
| | ‘ 1
] 1
) [}
) [}
) 1
t ]
) |
| (——————— a4
hy are
the guys
in Bush
smiling?
Because

all they ever wanted was to be
with a record label that spent
the better part of the last year
embroiled in intense corporate
maneuvering that would com-
pletely transform them from
the entity which made the
band a million-seller. “Cool,
can we file for bankruptcy like
the folks at Red Ant did?”
queried the band's Gavin
Rossdale. That’s Trauma prin-
cipals Rob Kahane, Paul
Palmer and William Marris
agent John Marx wishing they
were surrounded by lawyers.
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The Hits Website:

Congratulations On 12 Years Of Cutting-Edge Reporting.
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CAN AFFORD

BETTER CLOTHES

Over the past 12 months,
they've been in play with
Madonna, Smashing
Pumpkins, Hole and
Metallica, not to mention
getting in the middle of
negotiations between their
new Volcano label and
Tool. Managers Peter
Mensh and Cliff Burnstein
are living, breathing proof
that you don’t always have
to “just say no.”

« H two out of three ain't a bad average,” reflected EMI Chairman Sir
m m m, Colin Southgate. That's Martin Bandier, Charles Koppelman and
| Jim Fifield agreeing there is no sight as beautiful as the opening of a golden parachute.

(BTG

- _ oo |
uinness Book of World Records pub-
lisher Marc Young (r) congratulates
new-age saxophone monolith Kenny
G on his much-publicized feat of holding the
longest note in music history. “This recent
achievement, though impressive, should not
overshadow the rest of Kenny's career,” Young
cautioned. “After all, he's pretty much been
humping one note since the first time he
picked up a horn.”

42 H I TS twelfth anniversary issue
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eggsactly a dozen years ago
you hatched a weekly full of
yvolks about our industry. and
while such an eggsausting
ndeavor would have scram-
bled lesser mortals, you ve
anaged to emerge crowing,
ocksure and sunny side up.
o while your constantly
ggscruciating pecking has
ometimes left us poaching,
we salute your
tenacity and your ¢
tiny little huevos.




o 0> &

— FRONT PAGE

LIKE BUTTER SANDWICHES, Baby

President John Sykes is surrounded
by an awesome display of serious
diva power in the bodies electric of
(I-r) Gloria Estefan, Mariah Carey,
Aretha Franklin, Carole King,

Shania Twain and Celine Dion. After the gathering, the divas sold their
dresses, pooled the money and bought Paraguay.

____________ -

€( "ere you
invited to
Nancy's

|
|
|
|
|
party?” queried Virgin Co |
President Ray Cooper (1). :
“Nope,” said R&B legend i
Luther Vandross (second !
from |}. “Neither was I,”
noted Co-President Ashley
Newton (second from r). f
“Well, you know I wasn't,”
quipped manager Larry
Tollin. * Then let’s all take a
picture for HITS! Yipeeeee!”
shouted the quartet in uni
1son. Take gun. Use now.
J

tlere’s MTV's Van Toftler flanked by box office shriek queens
Courteney Cox (l) and Neve Campbell, who, next to being cov-
ered in vats of sugary fake blood, baking under harsh lights and
shooting round the clock, find photo-ops with industry weasels
only mildly repugnant. In a related stary, we reacquainted our
selves with raw liver in a motel room with hourly rates.

44
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Welcome to hurricane season



AFTER 12 VEARS,

YOU STILL BLOW US AWAY!

Happy Blrth fmm our pals at
EMI Musw Pub Shmg

A member of Tfie EMI Group
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ITS SALUTE

-

A HALF-HEARTED H
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A SALUTE TO VICE PRESIDENT AL GORE:

"The For
The Future

ediocrity is
as American
as white
bread, Sanka
and frozen
orange juice

from concen- #\ i -
trate. Yes, medioerity is the lifeblood .

of our nation. And darn it, we're
proud to be a has-been nation of
overfed media zammbies who haven't
contributed anything to history ;
since the Salem witch trials. We're f
fat, we're slow and we don't care. But l
don’t make us get up from our Lazy ‘
Boy and kick your sorry Commic ass. 1
Vice President Albert Gore, Jr.
represents a lot of this stuff and with sl the sound of the
maybe more, but we didn't feel like rodents extracting their
looking it up. Mostly, his stiff, pound of flesh from their toes
expressionless countenance reas- s INGRFER CRtini g RN, |
sures us that extra effort really isn't ;\II‘\(z'/[\):I(SSI :'?I é::f(';u':ﬂe iy
necessary. \WWho needs all those tricky Compton.” but we digress..
historical facts and figures, anyway?
We are grateful, and herewith offer
our warm-hearted salute to the Vice
President you can call Al.

ere is the future first
family gathered for
the jovous occasion
of Karenna Gore'’s
wedding day. Absent
from the taces of the children
is any hint of deep, hidden
memories of ritual beatings,
scarring incest and dark days
spent locked in the cellar
closet with no food or water,

ere’s Al with Little
Texas, proving that
he will associate
with rock musicians
as long as they
promise to disappear com-
pletely immediately alterward.

J

12 YEARS OF SPEW...
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Happy Bat Mltzvah Lenny and Dennls.

(You're not little girls any more.)

\
MavericK. Happy 12th!



Youseemed
ike a good idea
atthe time!

We cxtend to you our condelences on 12 years of
irreverent journalism.

(bes

Warner/Elektra/Atlantic Corporation

A Time Warner Company
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PLAIN

Mediocre Trial of the Century Witness

(knock three times)

Mediocre Shit Stirrer

Mediocre Game Show Personality

(sweater)

Mediocre Primetime Hunk

(“nice” jacket)

Mediocre Oscar Hopeful

Ve |

ﬁ Mediocre Little People Abuse

Mediocre Royalty

ﬂ (daring neckline)
F

\ Mediocre Coaching Genius

b
d \3.

Yy w

FRONT PAGE

PEOPLE?

Mediocre Romance Novel Hood Ornament

“ripped’”

L

" e

» @ Mediocre Beach Boy
>

”

&
il

1 Mediocre Rock Critic
Mediocre Billionaire
Mediocre Preacher Pleaser
Mediocre Reunion
Mediocre Trade Bait

Mediocre Patriot

(lying through his cake hole)

H 1 T S twelfth anniversary issue
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PLAIN

Mediocre Marketing Ploy

Medicore Frontal Nudity

Mediocre Sex Offender

Mediocre Catskills Climber

Totally Mediocre

Mediocre Black Comic Who Doesn’t
Frighten White People

Medicore Post-Apocalyptic
Star Vehicle

(urban decay)

FwiL & & ']

- q“‘l

Medicore Star-Fucker

(sexy stubble)

Mediocre Marquis de Sade

Mediocre Bass Player

Mediocre Plastic Surgery

Mediocre Ingenue

Mediocre Talk Show Host

Medicore Has-Been

(ready for his “potatoe”)

Mediocre Future Rehab Victim

H I TS twelfth anniversary issue
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PLAIN

Mediocre Eddie Murphy Coattail Rider
’ (woofl)
" L}

7\ Mediocre Over-Hyped Wank Fodder
J - d ‘

v
n

Mediocre Football Fan

Mediocre Elder Statesman

Mediocre Deep Throat

Mediocre Ambulance Chaser

Mediocre Witch Hunter

(sincerity kicks ass)

AL &

i Mediocre Box Office Draw

(less funny than Jack \Webb)

Mediocre Comeback

And then, of course, there’s

KENNY G

Mediocre Bowie Side Project

1AM
THE
KING!
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as you leave your youth

H ITS and enter your teenage
¥ years, you remind us why...
sometimes alligators
eat their young!

P.S. Look out for alligators, although you’re
no doubt already going blind from

CHOKIN' THE CHICKENI!

xxs VA< |G DISTRIBUTION WISHES YOU A HAPPY 12TH ANNIVERSARY!!

IIIIIIIIIIII
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THINGS THAT MAKE

GREAT

El Nino Mentoring Sport Utility Vehicles
Sushi to go Chia anything Tribute albums
Extreme anything Sofabeds Telemarketing
Generation X Jiffy Lube Low introductory APR
Generation Next Kinko’s Grand Slam breakfast
The Generation Mini-Disc Home Improvement

Rave Culture
Electronica
The new VW Beetle

Palm Pilots
Reinvention
Price & Positioning

The Senior PGA
Cults
Non-dairy creamer

Boomers Conventions infomercials
Insisting the new millennium Nickel slots Styrofoam
starts in 2001 Anything by Andrew Lloyd Webber Pay for play
The “Year 2000 Problem” Home Shopping Network Second-day air
Apple computers The Spice Channel Yuban
Presidential sex scandals The Space Shuttle Beanie Babies
Whitewater Retirement planning Soy milk
Must-See TV Air guitar NutraSweet
The last Seinfeld Air anything (especially Brunch
Rooting for hometown sports teams shooting baskets) Vodka martinis
while living in a new city Sportscasters Road rage
Event movies Meteorologists Acting out
Summer package tours Astrology European basketball players
“Girl power” Advice columns Japanese baseball players
Talking about Paula Cole’s armpit hair Cybersex Canadian football

Mutual funds
Coffee drinks
Oxygen bars

Personal ads
America Online
Anything.com

Arena football
World League Football
Hard living

Juice bars Starbucks Propane and propane accessories
Having an official golf handicap Liverwurst Merger Mania

Snapple Sweeps weeks Temporary insanity
Sketchers Long engagements Plea bargains

Dockers Made-for-TV movies Worm farming

“Cherry Garcia” Gary Shandling vs. Brillstein/Grey Patchouli

SoundScan That Taco Bell chihuahua Hemp

Vegas for the whole family Khakis Fan clubs

The Lakers Relaxed-fit jeans Morning shows

The Knicks Spin control NC-17

The Dodgers Fitness Folksy marketing

The Mets Abstinence In-Your-Face marketing
Soccer Contraception Mini-blinds

Discount Superstores Recovery programs Rogaine

Universal CityWalk Liposuction Steroids

Alien invasions
Wheat-free living

Soy Bomb

Real World marathons

Penis enlargement
Mrs. Paul’s Fish Sticks
Olestra

Prozac

Pakistan, the atomic threat
Sherman Oaks

Trade magazines

Lists
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Celebrating 12 Years of
Journalistic Integrity!

Actual Photo of Hits Staff Digging for Their Next Story!

MCA Music Publishing

UUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUUU

© 1998 MCA Music Publishing

World Radio History
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CONVERSATIONAL

MEDIOCRITY

i
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BUWILLY, 12 YEARS OLD
15 f 9IGN OF QUALITY.

BAT SOMETIMES 1T 1 CHESP BUZZ
fIND fi BSID HEHDSCHE.

HAPPY ﬂNNNER@ﬁf&‘_’ -

SONY M(ISI( DISTRIBUTION
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GINGER
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A MEDIOCRE PHANTASM

he Ginger Spice story, imagined here as a made-for-TV movie, now
stands as one of the more fascinating confluences of mediocre ele-
ments in recorded history. After dumping the “other” Spices on the
advice of noted career longevity consultant Peter Tork, it seems Ginger
became involved with ex-Wham sideman Andrew Ridgley. with whom she
shared a scathing week-and-a-half affair in Pittsburgh before breaking up in
the wake of a failed pyramid scheme. Not one to wallow in disappointment,

Ging promptlv put pen to paper and wrote “Maneater 2000” with John
Oates. When last heard from, Ginger was up to her elbows in work on her
solo debut {with Jim Messina producing) and was rumored 1o be workin<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>