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New Renaissance
For Podell

EMERGING FROM THE RECENT
restructuring of International
Creative Management’s music
division, the agency’s former
worldwide music chief, Jon Podell,
has partnered with Renaissance
Entertainment prexy David
Zedeck to form a new agency.

The creation of the soon-to-be-
named company confirms Podell’s
departure from ICM as well as the
exit of agents Sam Kirby and Mike
Krebs, both of whom are joining
the new project. Kirby is also a
partner in the venture.

Renaissance agents Craig Bruck
and Marc Katz have also enlisted
with the company, which presently
operates out of Renaissance’s
location in New York.

According to a statement, a
sample of artists on the new
agency’s roster include a combina-
tion of ICM and Renaissance acts.
Among the ICM clients mentioned
were The Allman Brothers Band,
Fuel, Fun Lovin’ Criminals, Gipsy
Kings, Meat Loat, Morcheeba, and
Bijou Phillips. Renaissance acts
mentioned were Backstreet Boys,
‘N Sync and Britney Spears.
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Beyond that, details
are still sketchy. The
new agency name
and official artist
roster should be
announced shortly.

ODB Arrested
In Police
Shootout

@ 1’ DIRTY
Bastard
remained in police
custody last week
after the Wu-Tang
Clan rapper was
arrested January 15th
tor allegedly shooting
at Brooklyn officers.

Police in New York
claim shots were fired
from the driver’s side
of the Chevrolet
Tahoe ODB was driv-
ing after plainclothes officers
pulled him over for a traftic
violation — no headlights. Police
returned fire as ODB drove oft,
but he was stopped and arrested a
few blocks away.

No one was injured during the
incident.
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POLICE ESCORT O’ Dirty Bastard from a Brooklyn
precinct January 16th, following the rapper’s arrest for
allegedly shooting at undercover officers.

ODB’s attorney, Peter Frankel,
disputes the police allegations.
“Our version is that he was pulled
over by an unmarked police car.
Undercover police came at him
with guns drawn.... He drove off
and they fired shots at him. He
feared for his life,” Frankel said.
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NEW JERSEY SPORTS and Exposition
Authority chief Dennis Robinson (L)
responds 1o questions about a rock
concert at the Meadowlands which will
benefit a convicted cop killer. Standing
by is Attorney General Peter Verniero.

The rapper, who police say was
wearing a bulletproof vest during
the alleged shootout, pleaded
innocent the following day to
charges of attempted murder of
a police officer and criminal
weapons possession.

A passenger in the rapper’s
car was questioned and released
without being charged.

Bail for ODB, whose real
name is Russell Jones, was set at
$150,000 bond, and a court
appearance was ordered tor
January 21st.

Police continued to investigate
the incident last week, and were
trying to locate the gun ODB

= allegedly used during the shootout.

Four spent shell casings were
found at the scene, but it

was not yet determined if all came
from police guns.

ODB submitted to a paraffin
test, used to detect gun powder
residue on the hands, to determine
if he fired a gun. Results of the test
were not available at press time.

A grand jury was reviewing the
case last week.

Cops Rage
At The Meadowlands

EW JERSEY STATE OFFICIALS
last week denounced a

benefit concert for a convicted cop
killer, but cited the First Amend-
ment and a federal court ruling
in allowing the show to go on.

The sold-out January 28th
concert at the Meadowlands
features Rage Against the
Machine, Beastie Boys and Bad
Religion. A portion of proceeds
will benefit the defense fund
of Mumia Abu-Jamal, a black
journalist on Pennsylvania’s
death row for the 1981 killing
of a white Philadelphia police
ofticer. Abu-Jamal has many
supporters who feel he was
unjustly convicted.

“As much as [ deplore this
concert and its cause, legally,
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Short Items Of Note

CIC 5.0 is completely sold out but in order to facilitate advance delegate
planning, a fully updated conference schedule is printed on the inside back
cover of this week's issue.

Drummer Max Weinberg will soon begin a lengthy hiatus from “Late Night
With Conan O’Brien” as preparations proceed for the Bruce Springsteen
and the E Street Band reunion tour. The Max Weinberg 7 will continue as
the show's house band under the direction of guitarist Jimmy Vivino. Mighty
Max's last night on the show is scheduled for February 26th. The reunion tour
comes at a time when another E Streeter has just discovered a new career

in acting. Miami Steve Yan Zandt is a regular on the new HBO series “The
Sopranos.” His portrayal of a New Jersey mobster is amazingly solid and he
appears to have become a made man in the acting business.

Motley Crue drummer Tommy Lee faces a court date next month to answer
allegations that he consumed alcohol, a violation of his probation that could
land him in prison. Recent news stories reported Lee was drinking with
bandmates in Florida, which prompted an investigation last week. Judge
Lawrence Mira, who ordered the February 4th hearing, sentenced Lee in May
to six months in jail and three years probation after the rocker pleaded no
contest to felony spousal abuse.

Troy Collins has joined Electric Factory Concerts in Philadelphia. At EFC,
Collins will pursue new venue opportunities, develop additional markets and
explore equity positions in sports, musical, family and theatrical entertainment.
Prior to joining Electric Factory, Collins was director of event development for
Radio City Productions in New York. From 1989 to 1996, he was with SMG.

Two lucky Rolling Stones fans will have the honor of “guarding the band”
during a stop on its No Security tour of North America. VHI, the tour’s *
official media presenter,” was scheduled to launch a 10-day competition Janu-
ary 25th. The winner and a guest will join the Stones’ security posse during the
March 3rd show in Tampa, Fla. After the job is complete, the duo will travel
with the band to its March 5th stop in Ft. Lauderdale and will get to watch that
show simply as fans. The tour kicks off January 25th in Oakland, Calif.

The PNC Bank Arts Center in Holmdel, N.J., has canceled its Concert Club
program due to “changing business conditions within the concert industry.”
The 17,500-capacity venue reported that the Concert Club accounted for less
than 3 percent of total sales last year — a decline over previous years. Concert
Club members were allowed to purchase tickets to most performances prior
to the public on sale date. The venue will continue to sell box seats and

season tickets.

Charlie Thomas has settled his lawsuit seeking a share of the royalties for the
sale of recordings by The Drifters, according to a statement released on the
singer's behalf. Thomas, who sang and recorded with The Drifters from 1958
until 1967, will receive an unspecified amount of past royalties plus a percent-
age of future royalties. The defendant in Thomas' case was The Drifters Inc., a
dissolved corporation that receives royalties from Atfantic Records. The Drift-
ers Inc. had filed a counterclaim against Thomas. That claim was dismissed
pursuant to the settlement.

An investment group purchased the Concord Hotel in the Catskills for $10.25
million at a federal bankruptcy auction last week. The Concord, the largest of
the famed Borscht Belt hotels in New York, closed its doors in November after
operating under Chapter || for more than a year. The investors plan to reopen
the 1,220-room Concord as a modern hotel. Another famed Catskills hotel,
Grossinger's, will hit the auction block in Manhattan this week.

The Georgia officer who shot Atlanta Rhythm Section frontman Ronnie
Hammond last month was cleared of any wrongdoing by a police review
board. Hammond was shot December 28th after police responded to an
attempted suicide call at the singer's house. The frontman was expected to
be released from the hospital last week. Authorities said the officer fired after
Hammond lunged at officers with a hammer and guitar neck, which police
initially thought was an ax. Police said Hammond told them, “If you try to stop
me ... you better be prepared to die.”
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our hands are tied,” Attorney

General Peter Verniero said at
a news conference in Trenton
January 21st.

New Jersey Sports and Exposi-
tion Authority President and CEO
Dennis Robinson said he became
aware of the concert’s cause only
about a week before tickets went
on sale.

“I would have preferred to know
about this benefit well in advance,”
he said.“We were forced to make a
very pragmatic, legal decision.”

Ticketholders who are no longer
interested in attending the concert
will be reimbursed by promoter
DelsenerSlater, Robinson said.

Under the circumstances,

New Jersey police are concerned
that troopers, who normally back
up security at the Meadowlands’
Continental Airlines Arena, may
have to face a hostile crowd.
Verniero said security may be
heightened for the concert.

Experience

The Amazing

Kreskin

alpha artists management
177 Woodland Ave.
d, NJ 07675

Rage Against the Machine
publicist Lisa Markowitz said,
while the opposition to the concert
is not deterring the band, the
members are also concerned about
patrons’ safety.

Bad Religion singer Greg
Graffin said the show is an oppor-
tunity to raise awareness about the
“evils” of the death penalty.

“We also believe that Mumia
should be given a fair trial,” he
said.“...we would like to call
attention to the racial inequities of
the capital punishment system.”

Abu-Jamal contends police
coerced an eyewitness to testify
against him, unfairly stacked a
jury with white people and
railroaded him to a guilty verdict
in the shooting of Philadelphia
Police Officer Daniel Faulkner,
who had stopped Abu-Jamal’s
brother for a traffic violation.

His jailhouse writings,
including the 1995 book “Live

the L egend...
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from Death Row,”
have made Abu-
Jamal a celebrity
around the world.
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Bizzy’s Bone -
Of Contention

G RAMMY
award-
winning rapper
Byron“Bizzy Bone”
McCane of Bone
Thugs-N-Harmony
faced assault and
disorderly conduct
charges in a Colum-
bus, Ohio, courtroom last week.

McCane has been accused of
dragging a student barber,
Terrance Harden, down a flight of
stairs after confronting him about
spreading rumors.

McCane and two associates
went to Hair Experts Barber
School September 16th looking for
Harden after hearing he had made
disparaging remarks about the
rapper, according to The Columbus
Dispatch.

Harden’s attorney, Robert
Caplan, said, “After a brief
discussion, my client was attacked
near a stairwell and suffered a
back injury,” the paper reported.

“According to our client, he was
cutting the hair of an acquaintance
of Mr. McCane, and he said some-
thing that this person took back to
Mr. McCane, and Mr. McCane
took offense,” Caplan said.

Assistant City Attorney Nathan
Akamine told jurors that Harden
wanted to get into the comedy
business and had met the rapper
at a local club and later in a mall
parking lot, according to the
Dispatch. He had reportedly asked
the rapper if he could help him
with contacts in the entertainment
industry.

Months had passed and there
was no contact until after Harden
cut the hair of a man who said he
was McCane’s producer, the paper
reported.

BoNE THUGS-N-HARMONY'S Byron “Bizzy Bone” McCane
and attorney Randall Treneff appear in court January
19th in Columbus, Ohio.

The rapper’s attorney, Randall
Treneff, said the alleged attack was
in self-defense and Harden’s “sole
motivation is to acquire money
from a man who potentially has a
lot of money,” the paper said.

According to Treneff, when
McCane and two bodyguards went
to the school to talk to Harden, the
barber asked if they wanted to step
outside, the Dispatch said.

The rapper reportedly
thought they were going to talk
but instead, he was attacked. The
bodyguards then subdued Harden,
Treneff said.

McCane’s attorney also told
jurors, “People in the rap industry
get murdered by people like Mr.
Harden,” according to the paper.

McCane could face up to six
months in jail and a $1,000 fine if
convicted. Harden’s attorney said
he plans to file a civil suit against
the rapper, the Dispatch said.

U.S. Supreme Court
Sides With TM

TICKETMASTER WAS
victorious in a Supreme
Court appeal over a lawsuit filed
by concert-goers who accused

the company of engaging in price-
fixing, monopolizing the ticket-
sales business, using its advantage
to charge exorbitant handling fees
and boycotting Pearl Jam.
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The suit sought triple damages
and a court order requiring TM
to stop such practices.

A federal judge in St. Louis
dismissed the claim for damages,
saying the ticket buyers lacked
legal standing to sue. The 8th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals agreed,
although it said the ticket buyers
still could seek a court order to bar
any future violations of law.

Under Supreme Court prece-
dent, damages for price-fixing can
be sought only by someone who
directly bought something from a
seller. Indirect purchasers do not
have a standing to sue.

The appeals court said concert
venues are the direct purchasers of
TM'’s services. Ticket buyers are
indirect purchasers and therefore
they cannot sue, the court
concluded.

In the Supreme Court appeal
acted on last week, the ticket
buyers’ lawyers said the 8th Circuit
Court ruling effectively makes TM
immune from such lawsuits. The
concert venues have no incentive
to sue because they reap a share of
the ticket fees, the appeal said.

Justice Department lawyers
agreed with TM’s attorneys that
buyers cannot seek damages from
the company.

Weiland
Released From Jail

COTT WEILAND SPENT FIVE
days in jail last week after
his arrest on a possible probation
violation.

The Stone Temple Pilots singer
was placed on three years proba-
tion last summer after pleading
guilty to felony heroin possession.
He spent 90 days at the Impact
Drug and Alcohol Center as part
of his probation requirements.

Weiland was arrested January
15th after a drug rehabilitation
program director told a judge he
hadn’t been following the rules.

A spokesperson at the L.A. County
Sheriff’s Department told
SonicNet Music News the singer
was taken into custody because

he failed to provide a urine sample
for a drug test.

However, his probation officer
reportedly told the court that
other than that slip-up, Weiland
had been fulfilling all aspects of
his probation properly and had
been testing clean for drug use.

At a January 20th hearing,
Superior Court Judge Larry Fidler
released Weiland, put him back on
probation and reinstated him in
an outpatient rehab program.
Fidler warned that “rules are rules,”
and he would not cut the rock star
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any slack — if Weiland breaks the
rules again, he’s likely to land in
state prison.

Weiland also faces charges
in New York from a June 1, 1998,
arrest for drug possession and
trespassing.

Stone Temple Pilots will
reportedly start rehearsing for its
new album this month, with hopes
of a tour to follow.

Wrasslin’
Over Vegas Fans

ORLD CHAMPIONSHIP

Wrestling is pile-driving
into the themed restaurant
business with the launch of the
WCW Nitro Grill, scheduled to
open in Las Vegas in March or
April. The WCW hammer lock on
Vegas comes on the heels of the
rival World Wrestling Federation’s
purchase of the Debbie Reynolds
Casino at a bankruptcy auction
last year.

Banking on the popularity
behind the live events and cable-
televised series, WCW and the
Sitka Restaurant Group have
teamed to create the first in an
expected chain of wrestling-
themed restaurants around
the country.

“I'look forward to coming here
and drinking free,” said wrestling
star “Big Sexy” Kevin Nash during
a January 12th wall-breaking
commemoration.

Other wrestlers, including
“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan and
Randy “Macho Man” Savage,
wielded sledgehammers during
the ceremonial event at the
restaurant site, located inside the
Excaliber Hotel and Casino.

WCW President Eric Bischoff
was also on hand.“We know the
Nitro Grill is going to be a can’t-
miss destination for wrestling fans
among Las Vegas’ 30 million
annual tourists,” Bischoff said in
a WCW statement.

“The concept is defined as a
sports dining and entertainment
complex.”

AP Photo

THE SOON-TO-BE mecca for wrasslin’ fans
skips the typical shovel-full-of-dirt

1h

gr king, opting instead for a
wall-smashing commenmioration ala
“Hollywood” Hulk Hogan, January
12th. The WCW Nitro Grill is slated for
a March/April opening inside the
Excaliber Hotel and Casino in Las Vegas.

The 16,000-square-foot eatery
will feature big screen televisions
showing nonstop wrestling,

a memorabilia gift shop and
sections named after WCW
pay-per-view events — The Road
Wild, Bash at the Beach, and
Spring Stampede.

According to “Diamond” Dallas
Page, the Nitro Grill won’t be
another Planet Hollywood or
Hard Rock Cafe, which are devoid
of the stars who make up the
restaurants’ images.

“We're live and in color and we
talk,” said Page, “and I guarantee
we’ll be drinking.”

Universal Pink Slips

EAGRAM-OWNED UNIVERSAL

Music Group issued its first
round of approximately 500 pink
slips last week as the world’s
largest music company begins its
massive restructuring campaign.

The layoffs of employees and

dropping of artists, who would
be released from contracts over
the coming months, came down
in New York and Los Angeles as
PolyGram labels and distribution
operations fold into the Universal
umbrella.



The job cuts are aimed at
“eliminating broad duplication
of activities,” a Universal Music
statement said.

Following Seagram’s acquisition
of PolyGram last year for $10.4
billion, the parent company of
Universal Music announced it
would consolidate operations as
part of a plan to save $300 million
annually by merging more than a
dozen labels into four groups.

Evehtually, some 3,000 jobs —
20 percent of Universal Music’s
combined workforce — are
expected to be lost and numerous
artistg dropped from their labels.

Among the consolidation plans
is the combining of the Geffen,
A&M and Interscope labels into
one group on the West Coast.
According to the Los Angeles
Times, A&M’s workforce would
decrease from about 170 employ-
ees to 30 while Geffen would shed
more|than 100 workers. Corporate

trimmings of the labels’ artist
rosters were expected to be
comparable.

Other Universal Music labels
facing severe layoffs include
Motown, whose workforce will
reportedly decrease from 75 to less
than 10. Mercury is reportedly
expected to lose about 60 employ-
ees, including VP of international
Dave Lory and West Coast GM
Alison Hamamura.

However, some labels — includ-
ing MCA, Interscope and Def Jam
— were expected to glide through
the layoffs virtually unscathed.

Fixing A Hole

Where The Rain Gets In

CONTINUING PROBLEMS
with the new roof on the

UNI-Dome at the University of

Northern lowa are forcing the
relocation of certain events.

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

The roof is leaking at points
where the fabric center portion of
the roof meets the surrounding
steel panels, said Morris
Mikkelsen, director of facilities
planning at UNIL.

UNI officials were forced to
move a women’s basketball game
January 14th to the university’s
West Gym.

Mikkelsen said, “This is a new
hybrid system and we are in
the process of working through
it to ensure that the new roof
system fulfills the maintenance
advantages for which it was
originally designed.

“Obviously wed like to have
the situation resolved as rapidly as
possible,” he said, “but at this point,
we can’t say exactly when that
will be”

Mikkelsen said a permanent
solution might not be found until
the weather warms up. However,
he said the university hopes to

4

Providing:

Event Consulting

Corporate Office

Dallas, TX 75247

* Executive Protection
* Tour Security Service
* Crowd Management

1420 W. Mockingbird, Ste. 425

214-634-0757 Fax: 214-634-8525

Serving the entire United States, with additional offices
in Denver, CO., New York, NY., Los Angeles, CA.

Ententacnment Senvices, Tne.
has acquired
A. D. Entertainment, Inc.

* International Special

The Premier Special
Event Staffing and
Security Professionals

e

control the leaking well enough to
allow events to go on as scheduled.

Trademark Crusaders

Los ANGELES JURY

recently turned in a
unanimous vote giving jazz
musicians Wayne Henderson and
Wilton Felder exclusive rights to
the name The Jazz Crusaders.

The decision ends three years of
trademark infringement litigation
filed by Crusaders Productions
Incorporated (CPI).

Henderson and Felder, who
have performed as The Jazz
Crusaders for decades, established
CPI in the late *60s with “Stix”
Hooper and Joe Sample. Several
years later, Henderson left the
company to pursue other projects.
Hooper also left.

Then in the early 1990s, when
Henderson began to perform
using The Jazz Crusaders name

SPORTS

SPECIAL EVENTS
TRADE SHOWS

CONSULTING
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once again, Sample, who is
president of CPI, objected. He
contended the right to the name
The Jazz Crusaders remained with
the corporation, according to
Henderson’s attorney, Rickey Ivie.

“To further complicate matters,
Wilton Felder decided to perform
with Wayne Henderson under
the name Jazz Crusaders,” Ivie told
POLLSTAR. Felder is a director
in CPL

Sample contended that since
Felder was an officer in the
company, “it would be a violation
of his fiduciary duties owed to
the corporation to work with
someone else in competition to
the corporation,” Ivie said.

But a U.S. District Court judge
disagreed, ruling that as long as
product exists in the market, the
rights to the original band name
remain with the original band

members on a non-exclusive basis.

Ivie called the case significant,
saying “it clearly establishes
the circumstances under which
original band members have a
right to use the band’s name.”

He said it was a sorely
needed legal definition that has
been long overdue and he expects
it will impact similar cases that
are ongoing.

Law & Politics Move
Harborlights Forward

THE RELOCATION OF
Harborlights Pavilion to
Boston’s Wharf 8 may have been
announced a bit prematurely last
year, but it now appears that owner
Don Law is well on the way to
getting the approvals needed to
launch a 1999 concert season.

On January 19th, the Department
of Environmental Protection gave
the project an initial green light.

However, the DEP withheld
final approval for the 5,000-seat
venue, according to the Boston
Herald. It set a mediation period
through February 5th.

Opponents of the move (the
most vocal being the Boston Ship-
ping Association and the Boston
Harbor Association) worried that
putting the music tent at the water-
front location would be the begin-
ning of the end of a working port.
Environmentalists reportedly
fretted that allowing any structure
in that area would short-circuit
rules on building close to the
water. The site generally allows
only industrial or maritime use,
according to state regulations.

However, state secretary of
environmental affairs Bob Durand
told the Herald that “because of all
the construction going on in the

Bernie
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city, Wharf 8 has
been used asa
staging area for
work on the Central
Artery and really
doesn’t have much
maritime use at

this point.”

He said he
did not require
Harborlights to
prepare an environ-
mental impact report because it’s
a temporary site.

Durand reportedly expects the
venue to be approved for two years
at Wharf 8 followed by a review for
the remainder of a five-year deal.

In a letter to Law, assistant DEP
commissioner Arleen O’Donnell
said the department “is offering
the parties an opportunity to meet
and explore all outstanding issues,
obtain commitments which
may allow the project to proceed
and avoid delays associated with
appeals,” the Herald reported.

Durand has asked Law to meet
with shipping interests and port
activists to establish conditions for
construction of the venue, accord-
ing to the Boston Globe. Those
conditions are likely to be prom-
ises by the city that will preserve
the long-term maritime and
industrial functions of the area,
the paper said.

Law told POLLSTAR that talks
with the concerned parties are
well underway and he expects
everything to be resolved shortly.

Boston Redevelopment Author-
ity Director Thomas O’Brien
reportedly put a $2.5 million price
tag on the site’s preparations,
$1 million of which would be
paid by Law. The rest would come
from rent Law pays to the city,
O’Brien said.

For now, the promoter is on a
tight schedule to get final approval
and get his summer schedule
booked. According to the Globe,
under the terms of the sale of his
company to SFX Entertainment,
Law stands to lose millions if
Harborlights isn’t up and running
this summer.

Bob Ocken

A

THE ALLYEL ARENA is not even complete and manager
Michael Marion is already adorning the Little Rock venue
with graffiti. Actually, Marion was signing a banner that
will be hoisted to the highest point of the arena, which is set
to open in October. It was all part of ALLTELS “Topping
Out” ceremonies January 13th.

The DEP reportedly said it
will issue a formal decision by
February 12th, possibly followed
by a 21-day appeal period.

Law said he is delighted with the
DEP’s initial go-ahead and expects
to be booking Harborlights for the
summer season shortly.

The Phantom
Of The Scenery

A TRAILER CONTAINING
scenery from a touring
production of “The Phantom of
the Opera” has been recovered,
more than a month after it was
stolen in Hartford, Conn.

The 48-foot trailer, stolen
December 3rd from the vacant
jai-alai arena, was found
January 15th in alot in Linden,
N.J., according to Bushnell theatre
spokesperson Joan Levine.

She said the show’s 2.5 ton gilded
proscenium — which frames the
stage to make it look like the Paris
Opera House — was discovered
intact inside the trailer.

The theft of the scenery, valued
at $500,000, threatened the show,
which was scheduled to open for
a monthlong engagement at
The Bushnell just weeks later.
Levine said the touring company
borrowed a proscenium from
another site for its run, which
ended January 23rd.

The trailer was to be shipped to
Fort Myers, Fla., where the show is
scheduled to open January 27th.

Stage Call, which owns the
scenery, otfered a $1,000 reward
for the trailer’s recovery. Levine
said the trucker who found it
turned down the money.



It’s A GAS

FORMER CariToL RECORDS
prexy Gary Gersh and former
Gold Mountain artist manager
John Silva have announced

some details regarding their new
management company, GAS LLC.

Artists who have signed to GAS
(Gersh And Silva) from Gold
Mountain include Beastie Boys,
Beck, Foo Fighters, Rancid, Sonic
Youth, Soul Coughing, Girls vs.
Boys, Paul Westerberg, and
Phil Cody.

In addition to Silva, other
formér Gold Mountain employees
joining the Los Angeles-based
company are John Cutcliffe,
Bethann Buddenbaum, Melissa
Farmer, Doug Jaymes, Michael
Meisel, Lavonne Murlowski, Aaron
Blitzstein, Shauna O’Brien, and
Johanna Ingalls. Other staffers at
the management firm are Michele
Beebly and Chris Kelly.

Rumor has it Gersh and Silva
are busy shopping for financial
partners and that GAS will
also include a record label and
othef divisions when it is fully
operational.

Woodstock
Could Go To Rome

WOODSTOCK VENTURES,
organizers of Woodstock
’99, are looking at Griffiss Business
& Technology Park in Rome, N.Y.,
as a possible site for the 30th
anniversary concert.

A spokesperson for the concert
organizers said last week that
Griffiss has been mentioned as
an dlternative site if organizers
cannot reach an agreement with
officials at the primary site in the
Hudson Valley south of Albany —
the 800-acre Winston Farm
in Saugerties.

“Our priority remains the
Saugerties site, and we have
every hope that Saugerties will
come through,” said Ilene
Mgdrder Hinchey of Woodstock

Ventures. “We ... want to have it in
Saugerties.”

The concert is scheduled
for Friday through Sunday, July
23-25,and is expected to attract
250,000 people.

Rome Mayor Joe Griffo said
having the concert in his city
would be an economic boon that
is sorely needed. “Our hotels,
restaurants, gas stations and
convenience stores would greatly
benefit, as well as the city and
county, from the sales tax revenues
such an event would generate,”
Griffo said. “However, we will
evaluate all aspects before we
reach any formal agreements.”

Woodstock Ventures’ principal,
Michael Lang, who organized the
1969 concert, said some perform-
ers are booked for the Woodstock
’99 concert in Vienna, Austria, and
he expects bands to play at both
locations. The five-day Vienna
show will be held one week prior
to the U.S. show.

Lang would not comment on
the lineup but officials were told
the concert would feature music
that attracts a college-age crowd.

Utsick Under The Radar

ACK UTSICK DESCRIBES
himself as one of the biggest
promoters in the concert business

without a home territory. Utsick
now lives in Miami but was once
a regional promoter in Maine.

He managed to make a fortune in
the drug business (the legal kind)
but that’s a hair-raising story of
another kind. Today, he cherry
picks his music investments and
has placed his money behind a
broad array of situations in the
U.S. and abroad.

Utsick has financed the start-up
of a major new promoter in the
Northeast, promoted a number
of Janet Jackson dates last year,
had a piece of the Fleetwood Mac
reunion tour, and formed his own
record company.

INSIDER:NEWS BRIEFS

This past year, Utsick also
launched a co-promotion arrange-
ment with Kevin Jacobsen in
Australia that did the Kenny
Rogers/Reba McEntire tour, the
Shania Twain tour, and the big Bee
Gee’s date in Sydney. He also has a
part ownership interest in the Steel
City tour of America with Austra-
lian promoter Garry Van Egmond.
Utsick has also done numerous
projects in Europe and is the
financial force behind the new
amphitheatre in Berlin.

He may pride himself in being
under the radar but now that he
has been accepted into member-
ship of the North American Con-
cert Promoters Association, his
profile will likely continue to grow.

Still The joe

THE DETROIT TIGERS WILL
play ball at Comerica Park

—Joe Louis Arena-

Home of
The Back to Back Stanley Cup Champion
Detroit Red Wings 4«2

CONSECUTIVE SELLOUTS...
AND COUNTING

and the Lions will toss the pig skin
in a stadium named by Ford Motor
Co. So, it’s no wonder the subject
of corporate naming has arisen for
Joe Louis Arena, where the Red
Wings hockey team resides.

It doesn’t look like Joe Louis
will be traded in for a commercial
name any time soon.

“Somebody brought the issue
up to me,” said Lou Pavledes,
director of Detroit’s civic center
department.“I told them it was
effectively dead because it’s not
sellable to the public, the mayor
or the council”

City officials believe a move
to replace the name of the late
Detroit boxer would upset many
in the community, according to
The Detroit News.

Comerica Inc. paid $66 million
to name the Tigers’ ballpark and
Ford is forking out $40 million
to have its name on the new Lions
stadium.

r'\

3 A e ) PROMOTING METROPOLITAN DETROIT
wg””‘ﬁ“ = 3135063200

e Foecet Z Afszarcee

* JANUARY 25,1999 9



INSIDER NEWS:BRIEFS

DETROIT’S OWN Kid Rock sports an early PAM TILUIS TAKES A BREAK the closing night of her '98
CIRcus CIncus in Las Vegas was delighted to host ‘N Sync while Christmas gift from Olympia Entertainment’s U.S. tour at the Paramount Theatre in Denver
the band was in town for a New Year’s Day concert at the Greg Young (L) and Kevin Cassidy (R). while the team behind that grand finale strikes a
Thomas and Mack Center. L-R: the group’s Joey Fatone Jr., The Kid and several other artists had more pose: L-R: the venue’s Jason Zink; 2 B Announced
Circus Circus VP/GM Don Thrasher; the group’s Chris than 10,000 fans stirring and even a mouse Presents’ Dan Steinberg and Lisa Walfard;
Kirkpatrick, ].C. Chasez and Lance Bass; Circus Circus Hotel December 20th during The Night 89X Stole and Tillis manager Stan Moress.
Manager Jim Friesen; and ‘N Sync’s Justin Timberlake. Christruas at the Joe Louis Arena.

doaysoy (] sav|

ROCHESTER’S newly expanded Blue Cross Arena hit a new attendance PWILADELPHIA WAS THRUST into the Christmas spirit Deceraber 18th when
record when the Barenaked Ladies pulled 13,000 fans to their December ksl xadio station Max 95.7 hosted the Mistletoe Jam Concert featuring
29th concert. Back, L-R: the venue’s Jeff Calkins and band members Natalie Merchant, Edwin McCain and Semisonic. Flanking Merchant at
Kevin Hearn, Tyler Stewart, Ed Robertson and Steven Page flaunt their The Apollo of Temple are the venue’s Lee Walker (L) and Beth Lindquist.

Rochester Americans hockey team jerseys. Kneeling in front is the band’s
Jim Creeggan with DelsenerSlater’s Randy Henner.

e °80s Rock EXPLOSION show was a blast with Survivor

ASSEMBLY HALL STAFFERS thank Aerosmith for its sell-out concert December 11th by outfitting Newwnnber 20th at the Meadowlands in New Jersey.
the band with University of lllinois sweatshirts. L-R: Scott Gelman of Jam Productions; the Backstage with the band are promoter Vinny Corcoran
band’s Brad Whitford; the venue’s Kevin Ullestad; the band’s Steven Tyler, Joe Perry and Joey of Millenium Promotions (L) and Mars Talent agent
Kramer; the hall's Gary O’Brien; and Aerosmith’s Tom Hamilton. Wendy Kay.
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Spin And Fire

s PIN MAGAZINE FIRED ITS TWO
top editors last week in an
executive shakeup that was report-
edly motivated by poor financial
performance and a change in the
publication’s direction.

Editor In Chief Michael
Hirschorn and his second-in-
command, Craig Marks, were
ousted. Alan Light, formerly editor
of the magazine’s sister publica-
tion, Vibe, has replaced Hirschorn.

“It was over creative differences
and really nothing more exciting
than that,” Spin spokesperson
Jason Roth said.

Both editors have recently been
involved in controversies with
top-level artists. Marks has filed
a $24 million lawsuit against
Marilyn Manson, accusing his
bodyguards of beating him back-
stage after a show. And Hirschorn
apoldgized to Courtney Love last
fall after running a potentially
inflammatory cover story headline
about her.

Hirschorn, who had been Spin’s
editor since June 1997, reportedly
said his unexpected dismissal was
tied to financial problems rather
than editorial decisions or the
lawsuit. However, other reports
have indicated that revenues at
the magazine are up 11 percent.
And Hirschorn reportedly claimed
circulation was up as well.

Marks, who was with the com-
pany for seven and a half years,
reportedly said his ousting was
completely unexpected as well.

TBA Completes
Real Estate Exit

BA ENTERTAINMENT CORP.

has finalized the sale of the
former Nashville Country Club.

TBA, which sold the one-and-

a-quarter-acre property for
approximately $3.2 million, closed
The Nashville Country Club in
November 1997 following its
original announcement for hotel
development on the site.

“This sale completes TBA’s di-
vestiture of all fixed assets, an ag-
gressive plan we've executed since
May 1998, and it further strength-
ens our position as a diversified
entertainment services company,’
said corporate chairman/CEO
Thomas Jackson “Jock” Weaver I11.

TBA sold its West Coast
promoter and amphitheatre
operations to SFX Entertainment
in May 1998 for $10 million.

And it sold The Village at
Breckenridge to Vail Resorts Inc.
in July 1998 for $3 million.

In that same time period, it
acquired four companies: Mag-
num Communications, Corporate
Productions, Image Entertainment
and Titley/Spalding & Associates.
The company has also formed a
joint venture with Frank Produc-
tions and established TBA TV, a
television production operation.

Boz Scaggs Speaks Out

Boz SCAGGS RECENTLY
granted his first interview
since his son Oscar died of an
accidental heroin overdose in a
seedy San Francisco motel on New
Year’s Eve.

Scaggs, occasionally wiping
tears from his eyes as he spoke,
told the San Francisco Chronicle
he has resolved to use his celebrity
to warn kids and parents about
the heroin epidemic. Still shell-
shocked and grief-stricken over
his son’s death, Scaggs told the
Chronicle people need to become
aware of “the plague of heroin
threatening San Francisco.”

“These dealers are selling
death,” he said. “Kids need to be
given the means to defend them-
selves. They've got to know that
they’re under attack so they can
take care of each other.”

Oscar, 21, reportedly first tried
heroin shortly after his friend,
musician Nicholas Traina, Danielle
Steel’s 19-year-old son, died of
an overdose.

Carmella Scaggs, Oscar’s
mother, said her son told her in

%5;((;(_-4_(‘ /yb{; A~
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January 1998 that he had tried
heroin and was afraid that he
would have a problem. She took
him to a drug counselor and he
went immediately into rehabilita-
tion. He later spent time at drug
treatment centers in Montana,
Louisiana and Northern
California. But Carmella said
Oscar could not give up the
temptation of heroin.

“Oscar was working hard,” she
said. “But there was always that
urge, that tremendous call to try
itagain”

Scaggs, who divorced Carmella
in 1980, said being the son of a
celebrity did not isolate Oscar
from the drug influence on the
streets. He was privileged, going
to some of the better schools in
some of the better San Francisco
neighborhoods, Scaggs said.

“But he was a San Francisco kid.
He lived his life all over this town.
He hung out in the park, he was a

AP Photo / San Francisco Chronicle

PICTURED January 11th at his San
Francisco nightclub, Slims, Boz Scaggs
publicly warns parents of the dangers of
heroin.

skatebearder, he played PAL league
baseball and basketball.”
Statewide, San Francisco has the
highest drug-related death rate
with about 20 deaths per 100,000
residents, according to the state
Department of Health Services.
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Avg. Gross  Avg. Tickets Cities Lw Tw Headline Artist Booking Agency
me——

$1,183,315 | 24,649 (15) 1 1 Celine Dion Creative Artists Agency

$ 598,204 | 12,326 (15) 2 2 Janet Jackson Creative Artists Agency

$ 563,271 | 14,241 (26) 5 3 Neil Diamond Gallin - Morey Assoc./Sal Bonafede

$ 529,491 | 21,229 (16) 3 4 Phish Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 517,252 | 11,477 (21) 4 5 KISS Creative Artists Agency

$ 460,118 | 15971 (23) 6 6 Dave Matthews Band Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 417,781 | 12,156 (26) 9 7 Depeche Mode Creative Artists Agency

$ 411,887 | 12,061 (31) 7 8 Shania Twain Creative Artists Agency

$ 410,900 | 12,521 (34) 8 9 Aerosmith Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 318,047 | 9,731 (11) 10 10 Mannheim Steamroller William Morris Agency

$ 301,580 | 7,456 (14) 11 11 Bob Dylan Creative Artists Agency

$ 301,067 | 9,906 (11) 12 12 Amy Grant Creative Artists Agency

$ 232,963 | 8,500 (20) 13 13 “Family Values Tour” William Morris Agency

$ 206,933 | 8663 (12) new) | 14 Alan Jackson Creative Artists Agency

$ 171,064 { 7,021 (40) 14 15 Barenaked Ladies Little Big Man Booking

$ 148,606 5510 (15) 15 16 Alabama Dale Morris & Associates

$ 147,177 | 6,662 (11) 16 17 KORN William Morris Agency

$ 7105814 | 4,464 (22) 18 18 ‘N Sync Renaissance Entertainment

$ 104,465 | 5,743 (12) 17 19 Lynyrd Skynyrd QBQ Entertainment

$ 92285| 4,49 (16) 20 | 20 Clay Walker Buddy Lee Attractions

$ 91,040 3,527 (22) 21 21 Marilyn Manson Artists & Audience Entertainment

$ 90,750 | 4,183 (23) 19 22 Widespread Panic Progressive Global Agency

$ 86256 | 3157 (26) 22 23 Tori Amos Creative Artists Agency

$ 81,074 | 2,571 (21) 23 24 Motley Crue QBQ Entertainment

$ 77411 3,841 (22) 24 25 Third Eye Blind Creative Artists Agency

$ 77,085 | 3317 (17) 26 26 Rob Zombie Pinnacle Entertainment

$ 76420 | 2,610 (31) 25 27 Journey Artists & Audience Entertainment

$ 68592 | 2,095 (22) 27 28 Lyle Lovett Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 64,758 | 2,523 (19) 28 29 Brian Setzer Orchestra William Morris Agency

$ 61,462 1,911 (22) 29 30 Chris Isaak Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 54547 | 2,399 (12) 30 31 Michael W. Smith Creative Artists Agency

$ 51,029 | 2221 (12) 31 32 Ani DiFranco Fleming, Tamulevich & Assoc.

$ 43269 | 2,157 (21) 32 33 Garbage Creative Artists Agency

$ 41,134 | 1,482 (16) 33 34 Joe Satriani Entourage Talent Associates

$ 38542 | 2282 (17) 34 35 Deftones Creative Artists Agency

$ 34,463 | 2,093 (19) 35 36 Goo Goo Dolis William Morris Agency

$ 33242 | 2,163 (13) 36 37 “SkaMania” Davdon Artists

$ 26,011 1,101 (11) 37 38 Buddy Guy Monterey International

$ 24,685 1,384 (11) 41 39 Judas Priest Premier Talent Agency

$ 24676 | 1,497 (13) 38 40 Soul Coughing Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 23682 | 1334 (18 39 41 Cherry Poppin’ Daddies Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 23,534 795 (12) 40 42 Cowboy Junkies Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 22,573 1,223 (12) 42 43 Medeski Martin & Wood Kristin Wallace Booking Ltd.

$ 21,198 835 (14) 43 44 Mickey Hart’s Planet Drum Metropolitan Entertainment

$ 20,941 1,231 (13) 44 45 The Tragically Hip Entourage Talent Associates

$ 20633 1,168 (10) 45 46 They Might Be Giants Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 18,941 1,388 (15) 46 47 Rancid Leave Home Booking

$ 15,739 978 (16) 48 48 moe. Monterey Peninsula Artists

$ 15,006 873 (12) 47 49 Jerry Cantrell ARTISTdirect

$ 10919 766 (15) New) | 50 Sevendust The Agency Group Ltd.

The Concert Pulse ranks each artist by their average boxoffice gross per city and is based on data reported within tke last three months.
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“The city of San Francisco that
we love and call our own is getting
a very dirty reputation,” Scaggs
said. “My son is like many other
sons, and there are going to be
more deaths until we respond as
a community. Heroin is far more
seductive and lethal than other
addictions. It’s the most danger-
ous, unpredictable and volatile
drugof all”

Hard-core addicts seldom die
by overdose; sporadic users and
those trying to kick the habit have
a lower resistance to the opiate
which can push them into respira-
tory hrrest, according to the
Chronicle. Oscar, who never used
enough to suffer from physical
withdrawal, belonged to the latter
cateéory, Scaggs said.

Asked if his own experience
withjdrugs may have affected his
abilily to raise his children, Scaggs
said his only drug since 1967 has
been alcohol.

“At the most successful point
in my career, I could have been
termed an alcoholic because I used
hard liquor every day, and at times
it took control over me,” he said.

“And Carmella and [ were
amdng a generation of people
who used drugs and alcohol
sociblly. That was in the ’60s. It
was part of the culture. As far as
its being around in the presence
of the boys (Oscar and his younger
brother, Austin), I would say
emphatically no.”

Scaggs said he did not know
how his son, who was living with
his mother at the time of his death,
discovered heroin.

“This is a parent’s worst night-
mare,” he said. “It’s as though there
were an explosion and everything
was blown to smithereens. There
is nothing left of the world as |
knew it

Stolen Guitar Returned

UEENSRYCHE GUITARIST
Michael Wilton plans to
bring a long-lost friend on tour

this summer — his stolen ESP
Vintage Plus guitar.

Wilton’s white custom-made ax
disappeared five years ago follow-
ing the band’s European tour —
reportedly when equipment was
shipped back to the group’s home
in Washington.

Several ads were placed in gui-
tar magazines after Wilton lost his
guitar, but nothing panned out. It
was considered lo