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A&M grooming
Cliff Edwards

Cliff Edwards has signed a long-term agree-
ment with A&M Records of Canada. His
first release is “Singer of Songs'’, penned
‘by Peter Morris and published through
Beechwood Music Corp (BMI). The single
qualifies as two part Cancon (A P).

The above announcement was made by
Gerry Lacoursiere, Vice President of
A&M Records, who said: '“We are proud
to add Cliff to our artist roster. We feel
that he will be making an even stronger
contribution to Canadian contemporary
music in the future than he has in the
.past.”’

Edwards isn’t new to the Canadian hit
scene. Having been the former leader and
producer of The Bells, who hit with “Fly
Little White Dove, Fly' and “‘Stay Awhile".

The latter sold more than a million copies
throughout the world. Going solo he made
the charts with ““‘Uncle Dad and Auntie
Mom" and “Carpenter of Wood"' both of
which were‘instrumental in winning him

a nomination for the Juno Awards.

Edwards prdduced his latest single“through
his ““Music People’’ management and pro-
duction firm, a partnership he formed re-
cently with Nick Whitehead.

Columbia acts showcased
at CNE Youth Day

On August 25th CHUM Radio in conjunc-
tion with the Canadian National Exhibition,
aresented six Columbia/Monument artists

'n afree “Youth Day” concert held at the
CNE Bandshell.

Included in the show were four Canadian
acts on the Columbia label and three acts
from Nashville’s Monument label.

Canadian acts performing at the show were:
Dwayne Ford and Bearfoot, who moved
into the top 30 last winter with their single
“Passing Time’' from the album under the
same title. Patricia Dahlquist, whose prem-
iere hit singie ““Keep Our Love Alive"
established her as an up and coming Cana-
dian talent on the RPM 100 Singles chart.
She is currently in the process of finishing
her debut album. Also appearing were
critically acclaimed duo, Myles and Lenny,
who have had one smash hit “Can You Give
It All To Me,” and are currently having
success with a new single, ‘‘Hold On Lovers.”

Closing the show was Montreal’s Michel
Pagliaro, whose past hits include ‘‘Rain-
showers'’, and ‘‘Some Sing, Song Dance.’’
Columbia recently signed Pagliaro to the
label and his new single ““What The Hell |
Got" is showing national interest.

Monument recording artists at the show in-
cluded country rock group Barefoot Jerry,
singer songwriter Larry Gatlin, and Charlie
McCoy, who has worked with Elvis, Dylan,
Ringo, Starr and Joan Baez, to name a few.

Although sound problems plagued the day
and the hot and sticky weather threatened
to rain, the show drew both good perform-
ances and sizeable crowds.

C-D & O launch Varsity
gig with Jefferson Starbus

Charles-Dunne and Owens, PR firm for
Concert Productions International decked-
out a 30 foot school-bus to promote the
upcoming CHUM-FM sponsored event of the
Jefferson Starship, Gentie Giant and the }.
Geils Band, scheduled for concert-appear-
ance on the Labour Day holiday . .. Sep-
tember Tst.

The Jefferson Starbus although not able to
shuttle to the galactic frontiers made its
sweaty-diesel roll down the equally sweaty
Yonge Street strip, and RPM's Brentcliffe
Rd. - August 23.

Starbus promotion with Elsa Winetzka,
Robert Charles-Dunne and [oe Owens.

The bus, arrayed in twenty-foot banner
advertising, walled amps of sound blasting
out the efforts of early airplane daze, and
the smiling visages.of Charles-Dunne, Owens
and a new lady assist Elsa, tossed out the
unsuspected but welcome promotion of
voucher-tied balloons which could be re-
deemable for concert-related merchandise.
This consisted of concert tickets, T-shirts,
frisbees, records and other oot which was
much more than a prize-hungry Toronto
fan could ever hope for. The visual aspect
of the promotion hammered home effective
...a 30-foot bus being very hard to miss.

Charles-Dunne and Owens have scored a
success owing to the gobbling rate of Star-
ship ticket sales.

The firm would also like to acknowledge
the assistance of RCA’s Tom Berry whose
energetic efforts successfully harnessed to-
wards an effective promotion.

RCA'’s Bob Cook and Ed Preston flank
John Denver and his producer Milt Okun
in presenting Gold (“'An Evening With
John Denver”) and Platinum (“‘Back
Home Again™) Awards following Den-
ver's record-breaking CNE engagement.

L e T
Stampeders set for
major Canadian tour

The Stampeders will start a 33 city tour of
Western Canada beginning September 13th.
The group will be debuting a complete
quadraphonic sound system using a 20
channel mixer to be engineered by Bob
Loffman. This will be combined with the
24,000 watt light show directed by Jack
Wikhammer.

The Stampeders recently made an appear-
ance on the “Rock Concert'’ television
series and were introduced by host Don
Kirschner as '‘an unbridled rock ‘n roll group
at full gallop.” They were given a full twen-
ty minutes to perform many of their most
popular hits.

Touring with the Stampeders will be Axe
recording group Thundermug and The In-
credible Laughing Band from B.C.

For upcoming appearances on the Western
tour see playdates,

Anne Murray skedded
for major U.S. TV shows

A heavy television schedule for Anne Murray
in September, will start with an appearance
on the new Bobby Vinton series being taped
in Toronto. Following that and two concert
dates, Murray will fly to Nevada to appear
on a Perry Como special along with Bob
Hope and Billie Jean King. At the end of
the month she wili be in Chicago for a per-
formance on Public Television’s ‘“‘Sound
Stage’’ program.

Murray’s latest Capitol album is due to be
released on October 6th, and is the first one
to be produced for her by Tom Catalano.
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Sy THE EDITOR

A CAPITAL-EYE'S CRITIQUE OF
BACHMAN-TURNER OVERDRIVE
August 18, 1975

Over 12,000 rock fans swarmed to Ottawa's
Civic Centre on Friday, August 15th to ex-
perience Canada’s no. 1 rock attraction,
Bachman Turner Overdrive. And what an
experience it was! All the ingredients were
there - loud, raunchy hits, a professional
light show and an audience fever-pitched in
anticipation of each succeeding number.

RPM MAGAZINE - September 6th, 1975 -

Before all of this energetic enthusiasm, the
Hans Staymer Band from Vancouver enter-
tained the sell-out crowd. Although music-
ally competent, the band lacked direction as
evidenced by the long solos that tended to
lose the audience’s attention. Several flashes
of imagination and effectiveness drew warm
applause with ‘‘Hello Central”, their current
hit, receiving the loudest cheers.

. the prophets of doom, the messengers of
medjocrity, will be overwhelmed by the new genera-
tion of competent, creative, confident artisans and
by all those of preceding generations who have
already demonstrated their freshness of mind, their
talent and their capacity for inspired leadership."

— Pierre funeau
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BTO were welcomed to Ottawa with a thun=
derous ovation as the group launched into
“Roll On Down The Highway."' The tempo
was set! The band performed 14 selections
in all including their hits, “Let It Ride”’,

Mercury's Bachman-Turner Overdrive

“You Ain’t Seen Nothing Yet"', ““Hey You”,
“Quick Change Artist’’, plus the title cuts
from ‘“Not Fragile’’ and “Four Wheel Drive."”
“She’s Making Time'' and ‘‘Four Wheel
Drive’’ featured solos by each member of the

foursome. Particularly interesting was
Robbie Bachman's tasteful drum solo that
was highlighted by his bare-handed drum-
ming.

The excitement climaxed with a long rendi-
tion of “Takin’ Care Of Business”, the
group's first encore. The crowd rose to its
feet, clapping, and singing as BTO took
everyone higher and higher. The colourful
lights flashed and the BTO neon symbol
flickered as the music pounded out at a
frenzied audience.

BTO left the stage but the crowd stomped
and chanted for more. The throng was re-
warded with another two numbers. The
first was a tune not on any of the group’s
four gold albums while the second, “Thank
You For The Feeling'’, was BTO's way of
thanking the audience for the reception
they had received.

As the crowd danced their way out of the
arena, one could hear loud and clear on
everyone'’s lips, the refrain from “Takin'
Care Of Business.” It was one hell of a rock
show and one that Ottawa will not forget for
a long time.

1. Nielsen-jones
G. Bennett
Ottawa, Ontario

Sinatra presents Valade
with London Gold award

Claude Valade’s French version of Kris:
Kristofferson’s “‘Help Me Make It Through
The Night”” (London-Derham) has reached
the sales figures of 150,000 in Canada,
comparable to a few million copies on
United States standards. To commemorate
this event, Miss Valade was presented with
a gold record by Frank Sinatra after his ap:
pearance at Montreal's Forum,

L L 20
Claude Valade receiving gold disc from
Frank Sinatra on the occasion of 150,000
sales on single-release “‘Help Me Make [t
Through The Night.”

True North’s Cockburn
captures Stratford market

A sell out crowd was reported at the Festival
Theatre in Stratford, when Bruce Cockburn
made his first Toronto area appearance:of
the year, (Aug. 24). A usual Cockburn-au-
dience was in attendance, straight faced,
very serious people. The singer-guitarist’s
concert lasted two hours.

Cockbairn’s music has undergone change
over the years, and will be available on-his
new True North album due for alate Octo-
ber release.

Chappell firm& déal
with Hill & Range

Chappell Music Company has acquired all of
the material published by Hill and Range
Songs Inc., Anne-Rachel Music Corporation,
Dofil Music Inc., and Noma Music Inc. The
agreement was reached last July 29th.

Not included in the deal are songs in the
Elvis Presley and Gladys Music catalogues.
However, Chappell will administer these
songs.

“We are very pleased to include the well
known Hill and Range songs in our worid-
wide publishing group’’, said Norman Weiser,
president of Chappell. ‘“These sangs, ac-
cumulated over a lifetime by Julian and jean
Aberbach, constitute some of the best

known catalogues in the music business today
and we are proud to be associated with them.

The number of songs purchased totalled
well over 20,000 which included hundreds
of important copyrights in the country, con-
temporary and standard areas of music.

Quality to distribute
Champlain productions

Bob Morten, executive assistant and director
of A&R, of Quality Records has announced
the signing of a manufacturing and distribu-
tion arrangement with Champlain Produc-
tions.

The agreement was reached in mid August
between George Struth, president of Quality
Records and Bob Hahn of Champlain Pro-
ductjons.



The ultimate award

THE ULTIMATE AWARD!!! THE ELVIRA
AWARD is now being offered to record
companies, artists, producers, studios, song-
writers and just about anyone who can af-
ford one. The cost is $1000. for the award

-

~

YOU ASKED FOR IT
Elvira Capreese

and it will be inscribed to anyone you wish.
There is no limit and here’s the big selling
point .. . NOTHING has to be certified or
proven . . .except your cheque. The Elvira
will go down in history as being that unique
award for the artist, company or person that
has everything. This is the ultimate award,
When you are presented with an Elvira . . .
you BETTER be honoured. Who will be the
first Elvira recipient??? Watch this column!!!
(Ed: Believe itornot . . .| think you’ll have
some takers!!!) Asa bonus to your certifi-
cation (Ed: Of your cheque . . . obviously!!!)
we will place a full page ad in RPM showing
YOU and the recipient (with suitable copy
glorifying the presentation.) (Ed: It's
sounding better all the time!!!)

IT IS RUMOURED . .. that two substantial
sums have been secretly PUT where they
could change the whole direction of the in-
dustry in Canada. Our crack investigation
team took some time to get to the bottom
of this one because so much secrecy sur-
rounds this plot that we had to dig deep. A
slip of the tongue gave us the lead and we
finally substantiated what was just a specu-
lation on our part. (Ed: Geod work,
chaps!!!)

BIG COUNTRY NOMINATIONS. Big
Country Awards nomination ballots have
been matiled to all the members of the Cana-
dian Academy of Country Music Advance-
ment, Deadline for the nomination ballots
return is September the 8th. Anyone who
hasn’t joined should do that right now and
be assured that you get a voting ballot. That
age old question comes up . . . How big is
Canadian Country music. We will have the
answer soon. (Ed: Yessir!!! They’re going
to have to stand up and be counted!!!)

Elvis Presley fans
keep “‘king’’ reigning

Sean Shaver, president of the international
Elvis Presley fan-club, has told reporters that
Elvis fans will go to any lengths in order to
take away a bit of magic from the RCA re-
cording phenomenon,

Shaver, whose fan-club boasts members in
26 countries, said that one Elvis fan paid
$450 for a $3 ticket, with many fans ac-
tually shipping themselves in a box to
Elvis’ home. Presley souvenirs also com-
mand extremely high prices.

“A jump-suit he donated to charity brought
$2800 at an auction, and the cape Elvis
threw into the audience during his Hawaii
special was sold to one fan for $3000”,
Shaver said.

Elvismania is the biggest music-disease ever
said the president.

FREE!i! IF YOU REPORT IT TO......... !
One of my agents has just filed a report
on the appalling practice that has been go-
ing on with record stores to influence
chart listings. He reports that some com-
panies are offering yp to 50% free goods
to record stores and rack jobbers - if they
reportitto...... ! When you see those
records being added to charts. . . .. you
must always be wary that radio stations,
newspapers and trade papers are being
fed info that is the result of free goods
that can be turned into dollars - and we
all know what that practice is called.

(Ed: Fortunately at RPM we have a
double checking system that wiil often
thwart this kind of chicanery. We also
know that some stores will report to us
the minute they get that kind of proposi-
tion. That comes from eleven years of

RING! RING! RING! It might be a good
idea for some of the heavies who run the
record companies to phone their own
switchboard and just count how many
times the phone rings before it's answered.
The whole efficiency of the operation is
reflected by that first contact with the
company. | recorded fourteen rings re-
cently when | phoned a major and then
a two-minute wait to even ask who |
wanted to talk to and then. . ... he
wasn’t there. Add that to the number of
administrative types that are more fam-

(Editor’s note: Fan mail to Elvira Capreese
should be addressed to Elvira Capreese,
File X, c/o RPM, 6 Brentcliffe Road, To-
ronto, Ontario M4G 3Y2. The opinions
and observations of Ms Capreese are her
own and do not necesssarily constitute
the opinions of RPM, its staff, manage-
ment or the cleaning lady. To-all those
who wanted her back - YOU ASKED

FOR IT!!!)
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with a cheque or money order made payab

N academy of

arfs ond sciences

Annual membership is $15. The following application should be completed and returned

ous for not answering their messages then
they are in doing theit jobs and you can
see that the record industry has a big
profit factor and a lot of waste (Ed:
Picky! Picky! Picky!

DUMPING THE DUMPING!!! We have
danced ourselves into a situation where
we threw the baby out with the dish-
water. Those deletes that were flooding
Canada got a few people angry enough to
protect their Canadian copyright. BUT,
as a result the cost of importing imports
has soared with a new tariff on imported
records. Well, you can’t have it both ways.
Now we have to waltz or slog our way
out of that ONE!!!

THE DOOR WILL CLOSE!!! The Big
Country Awards Banquet will only ac-
commodate 175 people. Once that many
registrants are in . . ... that’s it!!! It will
all happen in one of the most exclusive
rooms in Canada and one of the tolls for
this kind of elegance is the fact that there
is only setting for 175. NOT 176 or 177 . .

Major U.S. tour set
by Arista’s Manilow

Arista Records recording artist, Barry
Manilow is set to undertake the most exten-
sive tour of his career. To coincide with the
tour, which wilt run through until late Jan-
uary, an album tentatively titled ‘“Manilow
{41 will be released. His latest single “Could
It Be Magic’’ (ASO126) is the follow up to
“Its A Miracle’ and “Mandy.”

Manilow’s recent sell out performance at the
Ravina Music Festival in Chicago, was taped
to be seen on Public Television’s “Sound
Stage’’ program in the U.S. The show is the
first of the new season and will be aired
October 4th on more than 130 stations.

No Canadian dates were announced at press

time,
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le to the Canadian Academy of Recording

. Arts and Sciences, 245 Davenport Road, Toronto M5R 1K1.
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“Mighty Oaks” tells the “Future Passed”

by Walt Grealis

Bad rock music or good rock music - who's
to say? ‘“It’s wot stirs ya', to use an old
rock cliche that still holds true today. But
one of the groups who perhaps brought
home that message more than any from that

! %“"t"*; : B M

plant. Armed with hot off the press al-
bums, jJamieson, his vice-president Alice
Koury, Ken Verdoni, Gary Chalmers and
Dick Riendieu rolled out the London red
carpet and welcomed press and radio V1Ps

London Canada’s F.C. (Fraser) famieson, Alice Koury and Kenneth Verdoni with
Threshold’s Ray Thomas and his Moody Blues Canadian Gold Leaf Award.

early 60s era or since, was the Moody Blues.
They've described themselves as a “‘rotten
smelly blues band"’, avoided the press and
lived with whatever image their music cre-
ated. The Moody Blues low-keyed their
activities and parlayed this incredible silence
into a multi-million dollar classic-rock
phenomenon of the sixties and continued
through with this image - to the present
(even though as a group, they are in limbo).

Their latest Canadian Gold Leaf achievement
“This 1s The Moody Blues” joins their other
Threshold albums: ““In Search Of The Lost
Chord”, ““Nights In White Satin", *“Days Of
Future Passed” and Deram albums: “To
Our Children’s Children’s Chiidren”,
“‘Seventh Sojourn’’, and *“A Question Of
Balance’ in certifying for the unique Cana-
dian Gold Awards. So, here we have a group
that began in 1963 - a group that changed
rock music appreciably and on August 11th,
1975, Ray Thomas, the founder of the
Moody Blues, is accepting another, and per-
haps the final award for the “‘rotten smelly
blues band.”

Let’s put the Moody Blues on the shelf for
a moment and talk about another proud
happening for the London, Canada crew.
Ray Thomas has emerged as a solo artist
with his new Threshold album, “From
Mighty Oaks’ - the product of Fraser
Jamieson’s (president of London Records,
Canada) new baby, the London pressing

’

(French and English) to a reception for Ray

Thomas. After a little.queuing and chit-
chatting Thomas was presented with his

Gold Leaf Award, chatted a little more then

A proud Ray Thomas with his Gold Leaf Award for ‘“This Is The Moody Blues”

was wisked off on a round of radio and
television stations, which almost guaranteed
hit status for his new album.

Having a private interview with Ray Thomas
takes about a half hour to warm up, another
half hour to warm him up and the whole
bioody mess just evolves into a social gab.
He’s a gentle kind of man - an ordinary, yet
extraordinary being, which almost sounds
like something out of “My Fair Lady.” But
that’s Ray Thomas. His album doesn’t mir-
ror this image completely but it’s there
under all that power and dynamics. Yes,
“From Mighty Oaks’ has that same incredible
mind-bending ear to ear sound that helped
““Days Of Future Passed’’ change the direc-
tion of rock music. Like “Future”,
“Mighty Oaks"” will attract listeners of all
ages and in particular that 18 to 49 year

old - one of radio’s most sought after demo-
graphics. As RPM’s concept writer Michael
Dolgy says, of Thomas: ... versatile ...a
crooner and a craftsman. His flute some-
times effects a radiant softness in trilling.”’
He describes the “From Mighty Oaks" cut
as ‘‘an exceptionally-emotional instrumental.
perfect for an aspect of MOR programming.”

The ““Adam and |" selection as ‘‘souf
searches the everyman’s need for son and
air ., . . theological overtoning is present but
derify of a pulput rhetoric”, and how about
“High Above My Head”: ‘“‘the rocker’s cut,
exposing a state of mind enjoyed by many
and condemned by most.” That’s what Ray
Thomas did with a 42-piece orchestra and
an overture that would fit comfortably into
any pew of the Edward johnson Building
(The University of Toronto’s sacred hutch
of classical-marble}).

There's a rare sincerity to Thomas. He’s a
family man. He cares. “I'd like the world
to stop-and take a look at itself’’, he told
me, adding: “‘it’s choking itself to death.
I’m concerned about the future - will there
be a future? Even when we were together

-as the Moody Blues, | think we were con-

and London Records’ (Canada) President, Fraser Jamieson.



cerned about what was happening - and we
were able to see some of the destruction
getting underway when we toured around
the world. [t was frightening then and it’s
got worse. [ wish more of the younger
people, particularly tiose in the music busi-
ness would use their power to guide the
younger generation.”’

Sounds like a sermon - but thirty-three year
old Thomas a veteran of the rock era is well
aware that music of today no longer reflects
society - it leads it.

Coming up for Thomas is a concert tour
which could present some problems. He
wants to give his audiences basically what
he gives them on record and that means a
fairly hefty roster of personnel with up to
twenty pickup musicians for each date. At

the same time his concerts won't be a rip-off.

Thomas is almost ready to take a loss on his
tour to make sure the prices are in line with
what the average Thomas fan can afford.
It’s also possible that several members of
his studio rhythm section will tour as welil
including Nicky James who co-wrote many
of the songs on the “Oaks”’ album. His ar-
ranger/conductor Richard Hewson is also
expected to take an active part in the tour.

Thomas is anxious to get back on the road -
to renew old acquaintances from the days
of the Moody Blues. He fondly remembers
the problems he had with his English ex-
pressions - going over like a lead balloon
with the North American press. Like the
time he enquired during a press party
“Where can | pick up some English fags?”,
which caused a deafening quiet and the
exiting of a couple of hyper promo men to

Chock full of nruts, this Osmond joy

Everybody takes delight in ‘puttin’ down’
the Osmonds as being the prime-movers of
teeny-bopper creamery.

Everybody seems to think that the Osmonds
are the major cutesy-pie pretension of all
the music biz acts.

Well you wanna’ know something?
You’'re absolutely right.

But for God Sakes, please don’t pass the
word onto an Osmond fan.

| know that | tire of concave-facial fixes by
swarms of buck-toothed 7th graders.

Terry Steele from the CHUM-Toronto out-
let, mentioned the word ‘Osmonds!’ in
intro.

The next sound assaulting was that of stick-
ing head in a wind-tunnel with Air Canada
shreiking by.

Terry then primered for the abundant
snatching throng, ‘‘We appreciate your en-
thusiasm for the ‘Osmonds’ . . . ”

More shrieks and screams . . .

“But please . .. we must have some con-
sideration for all those people that are
watching the show in wheel-chairs.”

“YAAAAAAYYYYYY ... let’s hear it for
the wheel-chairs.”

...and in my seat, my brain was melting-
£ -
invalid.

i, ™

Ray Thomas and London’s National Sales Manager, Dick Riendeau) showing the

E

Moody Blues Gold Leaf Award to Klaus Banack of Eaton’s Montreal .

search the local gay bars. It was finally ex-
plained that all Thomas wanted was a deck
of English cigarettes.

Thomas and the other members of the
Moody Blues are partners in Threshold
Records.and in the multi-million dollar
space-age Threshold recording studios which
boasts hot-off-the-assembly-line Concorde
armchairs for the production and engineering
staff - but is that where it ends? Will there

by Michael Dolgy

This wasn’t a mere concert . . . it was a
deliverance in the name of sweet Jesus.

A jazz back-up successfully began a churn
of tasty-effortless sounds . . . for sure | was
beginning to lose chunks of my mind, for |
was actually beginning to enjoy an
Osmonds Show,

Manager |im Morey, Osmonds, Bob Ansell
(Polydor) and MGM's Stan Moress.

And then the limo sped up . .. screaming
chickies, fists flailing, photographers squeez-
ing off shots and getting punched in the
mouth. . . . girlies clawing for the front . . .
grappling with the cops . .. clawing for
religious ecstasy of feelin’ good.

Thousands of bodies sliding hot and sticky
against each other, and of course | managed
to firm myself against a batch of sweaty
young sisters.

be more Moody Blues or will they all be-
come involved in doing their own thing and
allow the “rotten smelly blues band’’ to be-
come a part of “rock history passed?”’.

Thomas says the Moody Blues will live, tour
and remain a part of today’s record world -
but perhaps there’s a hidden meaning behind
the title of his new album - “From Mighty
Oaks.”

And then the Osmond joy:

A bunch of jive-monkeys disco-bump across
the stage . . . soft-shoeing and skimming
across the floor as if their holy platforms
had been baptized in butter.

The madness was on everyone’s face now,

It seemed an Alice concert, what with the
pierce of the ears, and the department of
youth glazed indelible on all eyes.

“Instead of getting high on drugs, get down
on your knees’’, Donny Osmond once said.

T’was beginning to make sense.

The procession of Donny posters with the
huge knowing smile . . . the wild and youth-
ful homage to the demi-gods up-front.

Here | was caught in the middle of a rally
for a 15-year old Guru Maharajah.

And then it started coming on thick:

“Puppy Love”, a song of the bone, and the
goodies came golden-gliding-on . . . as their
hits came out, my lunch came up . . . and
then dinner and then the band picked up . . .
the Osmond message soaring feverishly
higher, the back-up mounting frenzy . . . the
peaks of music blasting louder and louder
until suddenly -

I left.

Thank-you dear Lord for seeing me through
an Osmond concert.

As | hit the streets early, | realized 1 had
been saved.
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The future singles outlook: ‘““very vanilla”

(“‘Rockin’ Rick Hall is certainly no stranger
to anyone who follows the U.S. and British
singles charts. He is regarded as the top
singles producer in contemporary music.
Based in Muscle Shoals, Rick Hall has pro-
duced more top ten hits that he can remem-
ber and today he finds himself hotter than
ever.

This is the third and final part of an exclus-
jve series of interviews by Ritchie Yorke
with Rick Hall in Macon, Georgia, where
they were both attending the 4th annual
Capricorn Barbeque and Summer Games.)

( NUMBER QNE
7 LA WITH A BULLET
L ritchi€ yorke

What directions do you think AM hit music
is going to take in the next year or so?

I’ve been asked this by a lot of people and
it’s hard to give a definite answer. But |
feel myself personally after watching all the
trends and the changes that have been going
down over the last 15 or 20 years, that right
now we've fallen back into an era of no
leadership, so to speak. We don't have'a
Beatles, we don’t have an Elvis Presley - we
don’t have a superstar or a super act of that
calibre out there. People tend to fall in be-
hind it and cop that lick, that idea - we all
like to get on the successful bandwagon.

But we don’t have one happening right now.

And I’'m glad because it's made the scene
wide open. Anything goes now. The scene
doesn’t have that trendsetter. You could
come throughi with a country record with a
five-string banjo on it and you might be-
come the most fantastic thing simply be-
cause it's unique, Or you could feature bag-
pipes or something way out like that - you
know, the most unheard of thing that you

can think of. But | do feel that the overall
trend for the next year-or so is gonna be
very vanilla.

You know, it will be pop-oriented. Good
songs with nice arrangements and a few
hooks but nothing wild, nothing screaming.
| don’t hear hard rock happening at all. |
think there’ll be a little bit of country, a
little bit of pop, a little bit of underground.

| think the radio guys are gonna aim for a
little bit of everything to cover all the bases.
So | think the whole thingin the next year
or so is gonna be much quieter and there’s
likely to be less emphasis put.on guitars and
groups.

I think there’'s gonna be a swing back to the
romantic old days when things were different
- Elvis you always think of, pius the Perry
Comos and whatever. | don’t think it's gonna
be that vanilla but it is going to go back to
some of the earlier eras of pop, you know
Erankie Laine blah blah blah. When you
don’t have one group dominating the whole
area, you can have any kind of trip.

1 think Frankie Valli is an example of that.
| believe that | can produce a hit record on
Andy Williams. 1 do think the overall trend
is gonna be vanilla.. | believe that hard rock
singles are going to be in trouble over the
next couple of years. Not so much right
now, but | think it’s gonna get worse. |
think the drug thing is gonna get played
down. | really think that kids are looking
for love songs again. | think that they're
looking for the ‘1 Love you, you love me’
sort of things. It’s not gonna be so com-
plicated. Hit records will be simple things
that you can whistle to and sing along with.

Simplicity is the key. That’s my feelings
about it. And I’'m gonna work in. the studio
with that in mind.

Capricorn president Phil Walden (left) shares a confidence with the Muscle Shoals' record

producer Rick Hall, during recent Macon, Georgia annual get-together.

Looking back over all of your sessions, are
there any that were particularly rewarding,
and not merely financially? What were your
personal musical milestones in production?

i’ve had several milestones that |'ve crossed.
1 always look back on that first one, the
record which started me off, got me onto
the right track, made me a few bucks that |
could invest in some recording equipment.
That'’s always gonna be probably the most
important record in my career. The funny
thing is that hardly anybody even remem-
bers the record. It was called You Better
Move On by Arthur Alexander. That was
my very first hit record as a producer.
(Alexander also subsequently scored with
the Hall-produced singles, Anna (Go To
Him) and Get A Shot Of Rhythm And
Blues).

There were other records that were equally
important to my career. | was basically
known as a black record producer for many
years. Aretha Franklin is probably the big-
gest thing that got me going - | produced
both sides of her first hit record and it was

a double-sided smash. | felt very good about
that. That was very important to me.

| think that the most enjoyable year | had -
not with any one particular record but over
the entire year - was in 1970 when | pro-
duced the Osmonds. Up until then, every-
body thought of me as a strictly black record
producer because of my hits with Wilson
Pickett, the Tams, Jimmy Hughes, Etta
James and Arthur Alexander. But when |
started producing the Osmonds, it opened
up a whole new thing for me. | mixed the
old with the new, the black with the white.
We sold eleven million singles that first year
with that one group, the Osmonds. That’s
more records than the Beatles or anyone ever
sold in one year. That was a record that we
set with the Osmonds.

Now they’re producing themselves. | only
produced them for that one year, that first
year. It was a big milestone for me. And
for them too | guess.

The next most important project | had was
Mac Davis. 1’d always thought of Mac as a
great songwriter, but not as a great vocalist
or singer. But he did have a unique sound
and style. More important, he had going for
him a charisma and a following he’d built up
over the years as a songwriter and singer. |
discovered that women loved him - middle-
aged and married women. So | started think-
ing what groove would be good for him that
these women would buy. We’ve had five
gold albums in a row with Mac - not just
million dollar albums but one million units
each. So that was another great milestone.

Something that | always believe is very im-
portant is getting the big one with your first
record. I’ve really worked on that. The first
hit record | had on Aretha Franklin was a
number one record; the first record | had
with Clarence Carter (Patches) was a number
one record; the first hit | had with the
Osmonds (One Bad Apple} was a number
one record and we had three more of them
that year; the first record 1 had with Mac
Davis {Baby Don’t Get Hooked On Me} was
a number one record; and the first record |

YORKE continued on page 31
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The RPM Gold Leaf and Platinum Awards were designed by RPM as a stan-
dardization of outstanding record sales in Canada certified with RPM. The

plaques, denotlng the outstanding sales of singles and albums, acknowledge
to the industry that the sales have been certified with RPM. The Gold Leaf
Awards are unique in design and a tribute to international as well as national

artists.
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;( ALBUM

DIV REVIEWS

TROOPER
MCA 2149-J

With this debut aibum by four Canadians,
they reveal themselves to be from that
heavy-metal-light-metal school of rock.
N_o pretense of deep lyrical messages here,

-

e

just good old fashioned rock and roll.
Randy Bachman of BTO fame produced
and also appears on one cut. His influence
is felt in the familiar, commercial style

of drawing from previous rock riffs and
creating new material - a formula which
has proved so successful for BTO. There's
definitely a spirit to the album, with

the musicians vocally encouraging each
other on in the background, that may be
responsible for generating its energetic
feeling. Brian Smith’s fine guitar breaks
loose on “‘Roller Rink', Other interest-
ing cuts include: “I'm In Trouble Again''".
“‘General Hand Grenade", and *'Eddy
Takes It Easy''. Contains their current
chart item, ““Baby Woncha Please Come
Home". DS

THE BEACH BOYS
Good Vibrations - Best of
Reprise MS 2223

The Beach Boys continue to release various
“Best Hits’' albums and they continue to
sell well, reinforcing the fact that they stand
as one of the greatest influences on North
American Pop music. This collection of
songs proves to be one of the most tasteful
collections of their tunes put together. If
you're a loyal fan you will want to pick up
on the LP. “Sail On Sailor”, Do It Again”,
“Wouldn't It Be Nice"”, “God Only Knows"
and ‘“Heroes And Villians’ all appear on the
LP. DS

GENTLE GIANT

Free Hand

Capitol ST-11428-F

Gentle Giant are the Shulman Brothers,
Derek and Ray, Kerry Minear, Gary
Green and John Weathers. As composed
by Ray, Derek and Kerry, ‘“Free Hand”’

is an English super-group effort, combin-
ing the gentleness of tasty licks with yet
another giant step for progressive sounds,
“Just The Same" (5:31) has been ajred,
at Toronto's CHUM FM and begins with
snapping fingers, piano intro, and then
initiates a sweep with swirling goofy
synthesizer runs and percussion effects,
“On Reflections’ begins with no instru-
mention save for that of vocal-chord
harmony - one-hand piano-accompani-
ment, then vibes which breaks into a soft-
jam sounding out a Medieval melody.
Gentle Giant can effect swooning moans
in vocals or soft choir-boy falsettos - all
re-arranged in time so as to fit the mood
of the selction. Whatever they do, they
insure that the listener never gets bored
as befits very competent jazz/rock musi-
cians. MD

VARIOUS ARTISTS

Cooley High/Original Soundtrack

Motown M7 840R2-Y

This double album from their recently re-
leased film contains some of the finest songs
from the early days of Motown ever to be
assembled on one LP. Jr. Walker's “(I'm A)

Road Runner” was an early piece of Motown

funk that laid some ground work for the
present '“Disco Sound.” Stevie Wonder's
“Finger Tips'', gave us a glimpse of a genious
on the rise. ‘‘Baby Love”, “My Girl”" and
Smokey Robinson's '‘Ooo Baby Baby” all
stand up as classics of the sixties. The Four
Tops' ‘I Can't Help Myself" and Mary Wells’
““You Beat Me To The Punch’ are also fea-
tured in the collection. There are also a
number of new cuts, mostly instrumentals,

COMING TO WESTERN CANADA

LIKE NOTHING YOU'VE HEARD BEFORE!

that further add to the album, indicating that
the film should be worth seeing if not for
the soundtrack alone. DS

THE BEAU BRUMMELS
Beau Brummels
Warner Bros. BS 2842-P

Most will remember the Beau Brummels best
for their two top singles of the sixties, “Laugh
Laugh’ and ““Just A Little.” This reunion
album demonstrates that they have not lost
the ability to turn out those interesting and
haunting melodies that were their trademark.
Rhythm guitarist Ron Elliot has composed
most of the songs and Sal Valentino provides
admirable vocals. The album consists mostly
of acoustic guitar work, and this sets a tone
of refinement to the LP. )

Some of the better cuts include, “You Tell
Me Why", “Down To The Bottom’ and
“The Lonely Side.” DS

DYNAMIC SUPERIORS 4
Pure Pleasure
Motown M841VI-Y

This album should definitely get you up and
off your feet and on to the-dance floor,
Nick Ashford and Valerie Simpson both

produced and wrote all but one of the songs.
The beat moves from fast and funky to slow
and smooth. Their beautiful vocal combina-
tions and unique style could lead this quin-
tet down the promising path of “pure
pleasure’ in the form of stardom. High-
lights include, ‘“Pleasure”, ‘‘Deception' and
“Don't Give Up On Me Baby."”” DS

TOM SNOW

Taking It All In Stride

Capitol ST 11398-F

“Taking It All In Stride” is Snow's debut
Capitol recording, and reveals his expertise
at the keyboards as well as demonstrating
his singing and composing taients, It has a
melodic flow that gives it an easy listening
feeling, and the lyrics are worth noting.
With his powerful voice, Snow could very
well make it to the top. Jim Gordon's
drumming abilities shine through to add to
the overall good production. Tasty tunes
include “Get Up And Live It”, “Everybody
Lives Everybody Dies’ and “You.” DS

SEPTEMBER 27 & 28
will be big days for
CANADIAN COUNTRY
make sure you're
FRONT & CENTRE
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45°'s

GARY & DAVE

I Can’t Find The Words
Axe 25-T

FERGUS

Come See Me

Axe 26-T

LP’s

WALTER OSTENEK
Oktoberfest Polka

Axe 27-T

LONDON

45°'s

TERRY JACKS
Holly

Goldfish GO 1-K

MCA

45's

MARY LOU TURNER
‘The World Need Country Music
MCA 40448-J

JIMMY MARTIN

Better Times A'Coming
MCA 40449-J

ROGER WILLIAMS
Theme From '"Rollerball”
MCA 40451-J

LP's

BERT KAEMPFERT
Moon Over Miami

MCA MCA 489-J

DEODATO
First Cuckoo
MCA MCA 491-J

ERNEST TUBB
MCA MCA 496-J

LORETTA LYNN
Home
MCA MCA 2146-J

EL CHICANO
Pyramid Of Love And Friends
MCA MCA 2150-J

DALE MENTEN
| Really Wanted To Make A Movie
Tally MCA 2151-4

SMOKEY
MCA MCA 2152-4

POLYDOR

45's

LOS BOMBEROS
Ninas

Polydor 2065 266-Q

ERIC CLAPTON
Knockin' On Heaven's Door
RSO SO 513.Q

ERNIE BUSH
Breakaway
Contempo CF 106-Q

LP’s
HAMMERSMITH
Mercury SRM 1 1040-Q

OHIO PLAYERS
Honey .
Mercury SRM 1 1038-Q

B.J. THOMAS
My Greatest Hits
Polydor 2424 108-Q

DIONNE WARWICK
My Greatest Hits
Polydor 2424 107-Q

BERT KAEMPFERT
The Very Best Of
Polydor 2371 581-Q

QUALITY

45's

ROBBIE LANE
Stay With Me
Quality Q2151-M

LES SINNERS
You‘re My Woman
Celebration CEL 2138-M

MARTY SIMON
Roll You Over
Island IS 032-M

GLADYS KNIGHT
Money
Buddah BDA 487-M

ROBIN MOIR

You Can Do Magic
Rubber Bullet RB 103-M

CHRISTOPHER, PAUL & SHAWN
For Your Love
Casa Blanca NB 838-M

LES SINNERS
Docteur
Celebration CEL 2137-M

PETER GOODALE
Just Remember
Rubber Bullet RB 102-M

CHESTER
Betty Bingo
Quality Q2152-M

JIGSAW

Sky High ;
Chelsea CH 3022-M

LP’'s \
TRAFFIC

On The Road
Island ISLA 2-M

TOMMY OVERSTREET
Greatest Hits - Vol. 1
Dot DOSD 2027-M

VAN McCOY
From Disco To Love
Buddah BDS 5648-M

FAIRPORT CONVENTON
Rising Foy The Moon
Isiand ILPS 9313-M

SHA NANA
Sha Na Now
Kama Sutra KSBS 2605-M

MELBA MOORE
Peach Melba
Buddah BDS 5629-M

GEORGIE FAME
Island 1LPS 9293-M
NARVEL FELTS
Dot DOSD 2025-M

JOHN CALE
Slow Dazzle
Island {LPS 9317-M

MAGIC ORGAN
Organ Grinder’s Parade
Ranwood R8144-M

GZ61 ‘Y19 Jequsidas - INIZYOVIN WdH - - - LI

Asylum recording artist Tim Moore (/)
with WEA’s Don Boas and Olie Kornelsen.

Quality’s President George Struth (I) and Bob Hahn of Champlian Productions firm
manufacturing and distribution agreement.

BTO, their manager Bruce Allen, CH UM’s
Roger Ashby and Jim Van Horne with
Polydor’s new president Tim Harrold (r)
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Ross Holloway to open
Bee Gees’ Can dates

Ross Holloway has been retained to open
nine of the Canadian dates for the upcom-
ing Bee Gees tour, September 7th. Holloway
is best known for his single “Mostly New
Days.” His new album and single are called
“The Eagle, The Hawk and The Dove”,
(AQRS509) and are being rush released to
coincide with the tour. Donald K. Donald
and CPI are producing the tour.

United Artists release
new Bing Crosby single

United Artists have released a new single by
Bing Crosby called ‘' That’s What Life Is All

About” (UAXW700Y). Les Reed wrote the
music and co-wrote the lyrics with Crosby.

The flip side, ““The Pleasure Of Your Com-

pany''is a Johnny Mercer song, who is also

featured in a duet with Crosby.

The single is part of one of the two albums
Crosby recorded in England earlier this
summer. They are his first for U.A. One
of the albums comprises a number of show
songs while the other is entitled “That’s
What Life Is All About.” Both were pro-
duced by Ken Barnes, who enticed Crosby
to Britain to'record with English musicians.

Black U.S. Congressman
waxes King tribute

Mario Lanza cult showing worldwide growth pattern

Although Mario Lanza died in 1959, his
records are still smash-hits, enriching his
children by $100,000 per year in royalties.

A spokesman for RCA, said that “Lanza
made 30 albums in all and 20 are currently
being sold.”

“Around the world there is a Lanza cult”,
he said.

“England has two Lanza fan-ciubs, lreland
has one and so does Germany. There is even
a Lanza fan-club in the Saviet Union . . . his
albums are the best-selling American records
there”, he said. In Philadelphia, the home
of the late opera and film star, there is a
Mario Lanza Institute which publishes a
riewsletter four times a year filled with new

information about the man and reprints of
old newspaper stories about him.

“In Lanza’s name, the city gives five scholar-
ships to needy children who want to study
voice at the same school Mario attended”’,
the spokesman said.

Tribute to Canada’s
Olympics

To commemorate the 1976 Oly mpics in
Canada, two writers, G. Fornari and D.
Abecassis have written “Glory To Canada.”
The song represents a tribute to Canada and
the Olympic Games being held in Montreal.
Since the Games symbolize the union of all
countries, the song has been translated into
many languages.

ASM IS

MOVING

In case you havent heard, we
moved our offices recently to
provide a closer working relation-
k . o ¥ ship among our staff. We amal-
B e s e, R gamated our AR division with
Martin Luther King Centre 'for social change our main office and moved fo
in Atlanta, and my own church.” 'i]vrg'e‘:‘guggg;sboc:ozgz g:;g:g
3 )

MIL 4C5, telex 06-963652.
Please note our new phone num-
ber, (416) 752-7191.

We would also like 'ro’ remind you
of our distributors’ addresses:

A&M Distributors(Montreal), 9434
Cote de Liesse, Lachine Quebec
- H8T 1A1, (514) 636-9741, telex 05-
821659.
A&M Distributors(Toronto), 1149
Bellamy Road North, Scarbor-
ough, Ontario MTH 1H7, (416)
438-6596. :
A&M Distributors(Calgary), 5725
Burbank Road South East, Cal-
ary, Alberta T2H 2G7, (403) 253-
411, telex 03-825736.

An album dedicated to the late Dr. Martin
Luther King has just been cut.

The Rev. Walter E. Fauntroy (Dem. Washing-
ton D.C.) said that the release will make its
debut at a political clam-bake.

One of the songs recorded is ‘‘His Way”, a
switch on Paul Anka’s “My Way.”

“That's because Martin Luther King did it
his way . .. Jesus' way”, the Reverend said.

A unique amnesty for
Downchild’s Woodward

David Woodward of Toronto’s Downchild
Blues Band pleaded guilty Aug 9ina U.S.
District Court, for his failure to report

for induction into the U.S. Army in 1967.

The tenor sax player could have received
five years in jail and a $10,000 fine, but
instead his penalty will be to stage con-
certs in Canadian and American peniten-
tiaries for the next two years. Woodward’s
lawyer, Stanley Collesano, told the judge,
“the performances would bring a little
light into the prisons.”

Apparently Judge John Curtin agreed,

saying: “The plan makes good sense’’, A&M

and put Woodward on probation on the RECORDS
condition the plan is carried out in the OF

next two years. RECORDS CANADA
Woodward’s lawyer said “all the band y UMITED

would receive from the prisons is a
meal.”




Budget concert tickets
takes heat out of summer

Ron Delsener, New York-based concert pro-
moter contends that his budget-ticket
Schafer Festival (tickets at $1.50 10 $2.50 a
head) has been a major factor in keeping
summertime a peaceful season.

Usually summer-months have been the time
for staying out on the streets with the re-
sulting riots and looting.

“The federal government should be looking
into doing low-cost music events on a na-
tional circuit’’, Delsener said in Los Angeles.

An investment of $100,000 in each city
would be enough to start a Schafer-type
festival situation in any major market, he
implied.

“The social benefits from such a minimal
investment would be extraordinary, com-
pared to the peace-keeping costs if urban
riots break out. Kids from the hard-core
poverty areas could be hired to work many
festival jobs.”

“Only 17 police are regularly assigned to the
shows’, he said. ''‘We maintain our own in-

house security and | try to book the kind

of acts that don't attract:a raucous, destruc-
tive audience.”

Signal Kicker antenna line
gets Atlas Electronics push

A complete assortment of mobile antennas
developed by Turner Division of Conrac
Corporation has been introduced by Atlas
Electronics Limited.

Eighteen versions are included in the intro-
duction with more models being set for the
planning stages. The mobile antenna line
includes roof-top, trunk lip, bumper, gutter,
trunk groove and mirror mounting configura-
tions.

The Signal Kicker Line includes a trunk lip
mount designed to eliminate overhang of
the antenna base onto the car body. This
feature will solve the common problem of
damage to the vehicle or antenna base when
the trunk lid is opened. Another solution
to an existing problem is the Airfoil design
of the centre-loaded loading coils. Aero
nautical design approaches have eliminated
the problems of gyrating antennas when the
vehicle is driven at moderately high speeds.
Also offered as a Signal Kick advantage is an
adjustable mirror mount, which allows up
to 15 inches of verticle adjustments by a
simple turn of a wing nut.

Turner solves the shipping problem by de-
signing their new % wave whip which is sent
\ in two pieces. (Prior to this, the ¥4 wave
whip could only be sent one at a time be-
“cause of UPS restrictions). Now up to 9
Signal Kicker whips can be sent under the
existing restrictions. This is good news for
the distributor/dealer with the consumer
\ able to connect the two parts in a simple
“and permanent bond.

;"The Turner Division of Conrac Corporation,
| is one of the largest manufacturers of micro-
| phones for citizens’ band, paging, public ad-
E dress, recording and broadcast applications.

Drug-cultured generation
no influence today?????

Although today’s youth are not as ‘‘anti’’ as
they were inclined to be a few years ago, the
indication of behaviour at some rock con-
certs would indicate that Kids are just as
“buck the establishment’ as they have ever
been. According 1o an American nation-
wide study by the Giibert Youth Research
Corporation for the National Association.of
Secondary School Principals, the findings
however conclude towards a commendable
attitude.

A vast majority of American high-school
students said that they were satisfied with
their families, schools and country.

Almost 80 per cent of those poiled, felt that
their high-school learning situations were
providing an adequate means for preparation
in dealing with the “outside world.”

More than half felt that they could openly
discuss problems with their parents, with
just as‘many still holding faith for their
government institutions (although more
than 70 per.cent were still freaked out by
the scandal of the Watergate).

The overall majority are optimistic about
their eventual earnings, even though it's been
headlined that the job market opportunities
are increasingly closing up. Three-fourths of
students polled expect to earn more than
$15,000 a year, and half anticipate at least
an earning of $25,000 a year. Almost a fifth
believe that they will be earning $50,000 or
more at the peaks of their career:

Most girls are still setting their economic and
professional sights lower than most boys,
and despite high salary goals, most youth
polled are'most interested in hard back-
breaking work with the accompanying hap-
pinessand stable family life, as opposed to
fame and varieties of worldly experience.

Between fame and happiness (if a distinction
can be made) almost 93 per cent of those
asked rejected fame.

The study indicates that today’s youth are
certainly far more traditional in outiook
than their drug-cultured brothers and sisters
were of five to ten years back.

“Mary Jane’ huckstering
backfires on French cops

A mammoth 3-day rock festival in Orange,
France has had its fair share of hassles. A
man selling home-rolled cigarettes with a
sign around his neck promoting ‘“Mary Jane:

Eight Francs a Gram’’ was arrested by police.

Concert-goers enjoying the product, noted:
that *'it was first-class stuff.”” An analysis of
the seized “joints’ turned up a high grade of
‘“dried=up tea leaves’. Needless to say, the
‘‘grass”” charges were dropped but he still
had to answer charges of operating without
a vendor’s licence.

SEE YOU AT BIG COUNTRY

MEET THE
PROMO PEOPLE

Karen Jayne EatocR

Before getting involved in the promotion
end of the music business, Eatock was the
singer and keyboard player with a group
called Counterpoint.

In 1973, she joined Magic Management/
Consolidated Entertainment.and worked in
the promotion of Truck, Christopher
Kearney, Terry Dee, Jason and the Good
Brothers. She then worked for a short
time with Quality Records under the direc-
tion of Joe Owens and Bob Morten. After
that Eatock found herself employed with
Shining Tree Associates, whose clients in-
cluded Michael Hasek and Tom Gallant.

Eatock joined H.P. & Bell Management in
April of 1974 and quickly assumed the posi-
tion of promotion and public relations
manager for their acts Lighthouse, Bob
McBride, Bill King and Em. Special promo-
tions included the Lighthouse cross country
tour of 1974, the coordinating of the Light-
house fan club, and the documentary section
of the recent Lighthouse TV special. Present-
ly she is handling the National Promotion
duties for H.P. & Bell’s new label Raunch
Records.
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BLOSSY

PHOT0825¢

1000 8x10 glossy prints 25¢C each

Genuine glossy photos made in any
quantity from your print or negative at
surprisingly low prices.

*Send for our FREE brochure and price
list containing actual samples of the
many NEW USES for low-cost glossy -
photos in your industry.

P 3

-l A By
COLOR ALSO AVAILABLE
8x10 color photos as low as 85c each.

CANADA WIDE SERVICE

GALBRAITH REPRODUCTIONS

420 BATHURST STREET
TORONTO - ONTARIO - M5T 256
(416) 923 - 1106
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NEW TO

R P RECORD CLUB
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SWEENEY TODD
Originally from Vancouver, B.C., Sweeney
Todd and London Records have released

the group’s initial single “Rock N Roll
Story.”” (L2572)

Co-founders of Sweeney Todd, are James
McCulloch, lead guitar and Nick Gilder, lead
vocals. The two previously were in a band
called Rasputin, but between them they had
strong ambitions and new ideas they wanted
to try out in a group of their own,

The first to join was Dan Gaudin, a qualified
music teacher who has a degree from Tor-
onto’s Royal Conservatory of Music, Gaudin
is the group’s keyboard player and Sweeney
Todd is the first group he ever played with,
John Booth’s extensive drum set and his
ability to play them, earned him a spot in
the group. After the break up of the Billy
Dixon Gang, Bud Marr auditioned for the
group and became the bass guitarist.

Stratford setting for film festival

Once again, a full-week of top international
films will be screened at Stratford, Ontario
this year. Canadian premiere film for this
Stratford Eleventh International Film Festi-
val will be the entry “Visit To A Chief’s
Son”’, directed by Lamont Johnson.

Metal throat chokers
dangerous to wearers

Mrs. Audrey Baker of the Home Safety
Office Consumer Group in Bath, England,
has said that . . . a sudden pull or even a
playful tug could be fatal,” when wearing
a metal choker,

“Chokers’ are those fashionable wire-thin
metal bands, which have become the craze
in Britain, Canada and the United States.
Mrs. Baker was the first to raise the issue
publicly in England after a doctor told her,
“if it'was pulled tight it could break a girl’s
neck. There could be all sorts of terrible
accidents.” And according to another
British safety expert, Mr. Alec Ricketts,
“They look just like rabbit snares . . . and
they’re just as dangerous.”

Some British retailers are now beginning to
take them off their counters,

“We don’t want to take any risk’’, a store
executive explained.

One person remarked that the name
“garotters’’ would be more aptaterm
suitable to the metal-bands.
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... the noted American film-maker will be
in attendance during the screening of his
film Saturday, September 13th, Two series
of international-cinema will be featured at
7 and 9:30 PM each evening, from Sunday,
September 14th to the following Friday,
September 19th.

The series set for 7 PM will include:

Sept. 16th . .. “Catsplay", a Hungarian
film, and Cannes Festival contender; Sept.
17th ... “F Is For Fake”, a French entry
starring Orson Welles; Sept. 18th . .. “The
Moon And The Sledgehammer'’, a British
film-document of “‘a real unworldly family”’
living in the south of England; Sept. 19th
... ""Impossible Object”, John (*'Seconds"’,
“Manchurian Candidate”, “French Connec-
tion 11”) Frankenheimer’s new film starring
Alan Bates. :

Included in the 9:30 PM series:

Sept. 14th . . . ““Akenfield"”, a British entry
in which the Royal Shakespeare company
director Peter Hall, “undertakes an experi-
ment in controlled improvisation”, and
“‘Landscape”, the world-premiere of a 35-
minute film of Harold Pinter’s renowned
play; Sept. 16th . . . **Football In The Good
Old Days” and ““Dreaming Youth” both
from Hungary; Sept. 17th . . . “Mariken Van
Nieumeghen’', from the Netherlands; Sept.
18th ... “Nirmalyam” (Stale Flowers}, an
Indian National Film Award’s Winner, which
will be preceeded by Satyajit Ray’s “The
Inner Eye'’; Sept. 19th . . . ‘*Kaseki' from
Japan. On Saturday, September 20th, the
Canadian premiere of Richard (“Three
Muskateers”) Lester’s “*Royal Flash’ will be
screened, starring the clockworked: orange
Malcolm McDowell as Flashman, with Alan
jBates and Oliver Reed.

On Monday, September 15th, **A Day With
‘Canadian Filmmakers” will begin with an
informal picnic lunch in the park with three
films screened during the day . . . “‘Les
Malles”, directed by Gilles Carle at 3:30

PM, Claude Jutra’s newest “Pour Le Meilleur
Et Pour Le Pire”, at 7:00 PM, and “Me”,
directed by John Palmer at 9:30 PM.

Other special events during the week will
include a Saturday morning showing of
“Lions For Breakfast’’, a Canadian film
directed by William Davidson, and featuring
the bluegrass music of Cliff Edwards and the
Black Creek musicians who will play in the
lobby before the screening, on Sept. 13th
-at 10 AM,

On the final weekend, there will be a retro-

spective honouring silent’s-comedian Harold
Lloyd, as well as films chosen for screening
by Canadian film distributor Rock Demers

‘of Faroun Films.

There will be a coffee-hour daily in the
Chalmers Lounge of the Avon Theatre.

‘Low-cost package prices have been arranged
with Stratford motels and guest-homes,
which will cover eight nights accomodation
and admission to all Film Festival programs,
including the opening and closing galas.

Further details may be obtained from the
Stratford Publicity Office at (519) 271-
4040 or Box 520, Stratford N5A 6V 2.
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LEE Roy going with "Mathew”

by David Sheehy

Last week the new single by Lee Roy,
‘Matthew’” was chosen as one of the RPM
PICKS in the country category. The song
was written by John Denver, and was pre-
viously released on one of Denver’s albums.

Lee Roy explained why he recorded that
particular song, saying, ‘| wanted to do
Matthew so badly because | could relate to
the song, and | love the chorus on it. You
have to be able to feel it personally in order
to put the feeling into the record.”

The single was released by RCA, and Lee
Roy has been with the label for six years.
“When | signed with RCA | moved to Ont-
ario. | lived in Kitchener and Hamilton and
I'm presently living in Toronto.”

Originally from Calgary, Lce Roy has been
playing guitar and banjo since he was ten
years old. Coming from a musically talented
family he was encouraged by his parents,

and began writing songs at the age of twenty.

He states, “‘If 1 write a song that | feel is
strong enough, i’ll record it. | don’t sit
down and say |I'm going to write a country
song. 1’m a country artist but | feel that
certain songs can cross over to the pop
charts, much like Denver, Glen Campbell
etc. | don’t think my voice is twangy, you
don’t have to have a drawl to sing country.
It's really the feeling you putinto a song,
and the feel | have.is definitely country. |
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guess it'’s because | grew up around country
music.”’

“Matthew’’ was produced by Calgary'’s
CFAC music director Larry Kunkel. Lee
Roy comments: ‘| more or less started
playing through the influence of Larry. He's
quite an accomplished musician. He's my
producer and we have a lot in common. We
communicate well because our musical
tastes are quite similar, and we often think
along the same lines. We work well together
in the studio. We just finished recording an
album we hope to have released sometime

in November to coincide with our next
single.”

Lee Roy has been so busy recording that he
hasn’t really had time for touring, but he
hopes to hit the road in the near future.
With his wife, Donna Ramsay, the couple
have been playing a few night clubs, and
making appearances on a number of tele-
vision shows. They recently taped two
shows with George Hamilton |V to be aired
in about two months.

Lee Roy talked about the growth of the
Canadian music industry: “When you’re in-
volved in the industry you really want to
see it grow, and it’s growing fast. In the last
few years the quality of production on
records has really improved, and | feel it's
due to experience. The talent has always
been here.

MacLaren shows gains with new Boot single

Artie.MaclLaren’s latest release on Boot
Records “Mary Goes Round"” (BT133) is
another of his self penned compositions.
MaclLaren has written over 150 songs over
the past few years.

Originally from St. Peters’ Bay, Prince
Edward Island, he started off his career
doing jamboree’s down east and worked as
~ 2D} in Fredericton at CFNB while he was
in the army. Coming to Toronto in 1962
MacLaren recorded for ARC Records as
part of their house band. He recorded a

Artie MacLaren (r) and side man Wayne
Petrie (1).

nof too successful single for Columbia and
then joined Marathon in 1972 for one al-
bum.

Gaiety does it up Gold
for Carroll Baker date

Providing the talent for a dance held at the
Red Barn Auditorium in Oshawa, Saturday
the 23rd August, Don Grashey ably assisted
by George Petralia, well known promoter of
the Oshawa Jamboree, presented to Carroll
Baker two gold discs in recognition of her
having reached the No. 1 spot on the coun-
try charts twice within the past year. First
with her recording of Conway Twitty’s
“I've Never Been This Far Before’’, and
secondly with “The Hungry Fire Of Love",
which she penned herself. As Don Grashey
who is her manager remarked, ““This is in-
deed an achievement for a Canadian country
artist in view of the very keen competition
we have from across the border.” On re-
ceiving the award Carroll was quick to point
out that the tower of strength behind her
was her manager Don without whom none
of it would have been possible.

Co-starring alongside Carroll was jerry
Palmer and his band. Palmer, a former
rock ‘n’ roll singer now turned country and
recently signed to the Gaiety label is strong
in his performance and currently has a
single, “One More Song” riding the country
charts at No. 22. Going the way he is and
with Don Grashey behind him Palmer will
be providing some stiff opposition in the
country field in the months that lie ahead.

This dance-cum-country show playing to a
packed house was delightful with both
artists and band sharing one hour sets and
working very hard to entertain but there is
just one large cloud which looms on the
horizon and has been hanging there for a
long time causing many frustrations and a
whole lot of anxiety to our country artists
and that is the poor record sales in the
Canadian country field. If a country single
sells 3000 copies it is doing well and that’s
a big if and this has been remarked on by
LEE ROY continued on page 19
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A SURE-FIRE HIT FROM

BILL HERSCHE

“RAINING
~IN MY MIND”

IF YOU NEED A GOOD HARD-
COUNTRY SONG TO ADD TO
YOUR PROGRAMMING THIS IS

IT!
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GAIETY continued from page 17

Walt Grealis in one of his recent editorials
and cashwise to the artist this is a mere
$150. Is it any wonder that our country
artists get frustrated? They play the taverns
and clubs it’s true, where, if they’re lucky
they make an average living but apart from
one or two tavern and club owners the

majority are not too forward in handing out -

a good buck so that many of our artists have
to take part-time jobs during the day to
make ends meet. When you take into con-
sideration they have to lay money aside to
provide suitable outfits in which to perform
it has to be a strain on their purses and
wallets to attend such functions as Big
Country and other such gatherings, which ~
it is important for them to attend, as it is
for all of us and, most of us who are con-
nected with the country field are in the
same boat.

What is the answer to it? Well, at a previous
Big Country forum little Johnny Murphy

of RCA told of how he had finally per-
suaded a record store owner to put on a
good display of Canadian content material
and if | remember rightly the store’s sales
went up by 30%. Surely this is one way to
follow up in boosting our Canadian record
sales. Other ways remain to be brought for-
ward.

Many of the above remarks can be directed
to our performers in the rock field too. |
like a good amount of rock music and also
write some soft and medium rock but at the
moment we are talking country. - John V.
Ward

Royalty record product
available nationally

Royalty Records have announced the release
of a new single and album by Jimmy Arthur
Ordge called “Storytime & Prayers”
(R2000-7). Radio stations in Victoria,
Calgary, Toronto, and Hamilton have al-
ready picked up on the single.

Ronnie Burla’s “Rainin’ In My Heart”

single was nationally distributed and is being
played by 35 Canadian radio stations. After
five years out of the business, Burla has
made a comeback and-he’s going to try it
again. He can remember the days when
Bobby Curtola was a competitor and when
his record knocked off Neil Sedaka’s
“Calendar Girl” in a battle of the New
Sounds on a Thunder Bay radio station,

Music Directors across the country will be
glad to know that any inquiries about-the
availability of Royalty records and tapes
can be obtained from one of the following
sales representatives. In British Columbia,
Bob Davies, 1225 Flury Rd., Richmond.
(604-683-0626), in Manitoba, Saskatchewan
and Alberta contact lan Douglas, at Royal-
ty Records, Ste. 4, 10160 - 116th Street,
Edmonton, Alberta, (403-488-6808) and
in Ontario, John Kay, 4010 - 95 Thorn-
cliffe Park Drive, Toronto (416-421-6838),

SEE YOU AT BIG COUNTRY!!!
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CAL CAVENDISH

This Is Cavendish Country

COP 21075

A very gifted and talented writer/per-
former from Calgary country, Cal Caven-
dish comes through with a quality pro-
[COp=rom -

THIS IS CAVENDISH COUNTRY
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duction from EK Productions (Ernest
Klumpp). All cuts are Cavendish origi-
nals and a couple of standouts are “I'll
Sing A Highway Song” and “Foreign
Cows”’. Very professional instrumenta-
tion backing with a bright, crisp sound
which is a credit to the EK Studios. A
tribute to former Prime Minister John
Diefenbaker, “Good Old John™, which
Cavendish played for the “Chief” on
Dief’s eighteeth birthday.

GEORGE JONES
The Best of
RCA APL1-1113-N

George is always good for a top seiling
album and when you have a collection
of his hits, you can bet you have a hefty

st of The Best
