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Retail gives CD single initiative lukewarm reception

by Craig Thompson

The four-month old CD single price initiative
aimed at reviving the dead singles market in
Canada has so far been met with a mixed
response at retail across the country.

The venture, a project of PolyGram Group
labels A&M-Island-Motown and PolyGram
Music and started under the guidance of A&M/
Island/Motown executive vice-president Bill
Ott, places CD singles in stores at the suggested
retail price of $3.99.

For the most part, stores are complying
with this pricing scheme, and a number of

stores in primary markets have set up a special
display for the generic-looking singles.

Sam The Record Man, for example, has
set ups in direct purchasing stores in
Vancouver, Toronto, Montreal, and Halifax.
According to Sam’s head of purchasing, Cam
Mitchell, figures at this early stage are “as
significant as we thought they would be.

“The reaction for us has been so-so. The
biggest problem is there’s no consistency to it.
When you see a John Cougar cassette single
and no CD single, you kind of start to wonder.”

Mitchell’s reaction has a number of sides
to it that have made the release of CD singles

F/VSO and RCMP pull hook on cable pirates

The RCMP Montreal Federal Enforcement
Section, along with the Film/Video Security
Office (F/VSO) of the Canadian Motion Picture
Distributors Association (CMPDA), continue
the ongoing battle against cable signal pirates.

OnJuly 21, the two enforcement agencies
conducted a raid ona warehouse in Repentigny,

The Sidemen sign deal
with Dark Light Music

Canada’s pre-eminent blues band, The
Sidemen, has been signed to the Toronto-
based Dark Light Music.

Founded in 1990, the band has been
described by critics as “bluesmen to the bone.”
The band was voted blues group of the year at
this year’s Jazz Report Awards.

Well-known California bluesman, Joe
Louis Walker, has just completed work on the
band’s new album, slated for a September
release.

The band comprises Paul Reddick (vocals
and mouth harp), Kyle Ferguson (guitars),
Greg Marshak (bass), and Vince Maccarone
(drums).

The above announcement was made by
Serge Sloimovits, president of Dark Light
Music.

Dark Light Music president Serge Sloimovits {I) with The Sidemen: Kyle
Ferguson, Vince Maccarone, Paul Reddick, Greg Marshak, and producer Joe

Louis Walker (seated).

Quebec, where they seized illegally-chipped
decoders and a huge quantity of electronic
chips and decoder boards, components believed
to be used in assembling illegal cable signal
decoders.

The previous day, the RCMP raided
three Montreal locations, where they seized
more than 5,000 illegally-chipped decoders
and several thousand electronic chips. They
also confiscated 250 counterfeit Nintendo
games and 100 counterfeit Sega games. The
total value of the raid was estimated at $1
million.

Other recent raids included a July 14 raid
at a Montreal residence, resulting in 18 illegal
decoders and 229 Nintendo games; a July 14
raid at the Laval Flea Market, resulting in 29
illegally-chipped decoders; and a June 30 raid
at a Pincourt, Quebec residence, where the
RCMP seized 10 illegally-chipped decoders.

In all cases, the RCMP will be laying
charges under one or more of the
Radiocommunications Act, the Copyright Act
and the Criminal Code.

Illegally-chipped decoders allow access
to pay-TV signals without payment. The cable
companies affected in these cases include CF
Cable and Videotron (both in Quebec only),
Rogers Cable and Maclean-Hunter.

quite a complicated issue for retailers, record
companies, and, most importantly, consumers.

“I know record companies are having a
hard time getting the big American acts to
release CD singles. The impression I’m getting

CD SINGLES continued on page 3

Horne appointed to
EMDI’s Ottawa region

Nancy Horne has been appointed to the position
of promotion representative for EMI Music’s
Ottawa region.

Prior to joining EMI, Horne worked for
Ottawa’s CHEZ-FM as a promotion
representative. Her education includes a two-
year course at Algonquin College in creative
advertising. While at school she interned at
Bass Clef Entertainment.

Horne will report directly to Richard
Gamache, eastern promotion supervisor.

The above announcement was made by
Peter Diemer, vice-president of national
promotion for EMI Music.

David Foster signs deal
with Leeds/Peermusic

David Foster has signed an exclusive,
worldwide publishing agreement with Leeds
Entertainment and Peermusic.

The announcement was made by Foster,
Leeds Levy (president, Leeds Entertainment)
and Ralph Peer, II (president and CEO of
Peermusic).

The agreement encompasses all current
and future works written by Foster, including
all copyrights from his publishing company,
One Four Three Music.

Foster, a Canadian from Victoria, BC,
was named producer of the year at this year’s
Grammy Awards. Out of the 34 Grammy
Awards he has been nominated for during his
career, he has won 12.

Foster is senior vice-president of Atlantic
Records West Coast, which is also the
distributor for 143 Records, his own label.
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EMI recording artist Freddy Curci singing the national anthem at a recent Blue
Jays game. His single, Brown Eyed Girl, taken from his debut album, Dreamers

Road, is currently the #1 song in Quebec.
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is that the artists themselves aren’t making a
penny. That’s why you won’t see the second
Soundgarden single.”

Mitchell has implemented special sections
in his major market stores, but again,
complications arise.

“If we’re going to go with this, you're
going to need a separate section in the store.
But at this point, there is no room for it
because the selection is not very good.

“I think our whole philosophy here is
that if you treat the CD single the way the 45
used to be treated, with unreleased tracks
included to make them collectibles, then I
think we’d be more supportive. For most of
them, though, the tracks are stuff you can get
anywhere else. Although, Ido think the pricing
is great.”

Tim Baker, head buyer for Sunrise
Records, offers a more positive viewpoint.

“We are moving a fair amount of them,”
he notes, “but because of the lack of additional
titles, they’re kind of dropping off. The
remaining record companies have to get on the
case.”

One single that is selling, and one that he
feels is not cutting into album sales, acommon
complaint of the record companies, is
Soundgarden’s Spoonman b/w Cold Bitch.
Baker notes that the CD single is drawing in
the younger demographic, who do not readily
have $20 available to drop on a full-length
album.

“It's aniceattractive price point. There’s
absolutely no need for us to be charged the
exorbitant price that we’re being charged by
the remainder of the record companies. What
the customers are saying to the store staff is,

‘why is this $3.98, and this $7.99?° Those
record company people should actually go
into a retail store and see what people do, as
opposed to sitting in offices all the time.”

To draw attention to singles, Sunrise has
also set up a special rack display that sits
appropriately next to the cash register at its
Yonge Street location. He has noticed a balance
between back catalogue buyers and new product
buyers.

“You’d never believe how many disc
jockeys there are out there, picking up stuff
like The Lady In Red.

“I would love to see the other guys get
into this as well, because I don’t believe
they’re hurting album sales. They used to say
that about 45s and that has never been proven
either.”

HMV Canada’s CD single figures are
predicated on emphasizing import singles in

“our rack has a really high
turnover. It's hard to devote
a lot of merchandising space

at retail to them.”

its national stores. This point, according to the
HMYV flagship store supervisor and CD single
buyer Max Bruce, makes the environment
somewhat different.

“We have some very specific customers
down here looking for remixes and other
things, which the budget line doesn’t offer.
For the most part, it’s just the LP edit.”

Some of the singles moving cash through
the till include titles that don’t usually move as
CD singles, an obvious result of the price
point. These include The Barra MacNeils,
The Cruel Sea, and dated titles like Styx’ Babe

Blue Rodeo and Discovery sign deal for US release

Blue Rodeo has signed a deal with Discovery
Records, a US-based label, which set a Sept.
15 release date for the band’s album, Five
Days In July.

The deal was signed by Discovery’s
chairman and founder of Elektra Records, Jac
Holzman, an admitted longtime fan of the
band.

Holzman pointed out that he was
“knocked out by the emotional honesty,” of
the album, which he describes as signalling “a
shift in direction for the band, with tighter
harmonies, great acoustic playing and insightful

Clearly Canadian to
promote Much Awards

MuchMusic has struck a deal with Clearly
Canadian Beverages, who will help promote
the fifth annual MuchMusic Canadian Music
Video Awards, which take place Septmember
29 in Toronto.

The Clearly Canadian promotion, which
began July 4, running through July 31, takes
the form of a sweepstakes, awarding 10 grand
prize VIP trips for two to the awards.

The contest will ask viewers to provide
Much with a self-described definition of what
aspect of Canada is Clearly Canadian.
Responses will be judged, with the 10 winners
announced on August 19.

songwriting.”

Five Days In July is the band’s fifth
consecutive platinum album in Canada where
it has enjoyed 37 weeks of charting on the
RPM 100 Albums chart, currently at #63.

The band will be concentrating on US
dates over the summer.

EMI readies second
Barney release for retail

Following the 1993 platinum-selling Barney’s
Favourites, Volume 1, EMI Music Canada
is set to release the Barney Music label follow-
up, Barney’s Favourites, Vol. 2, Featuring
Songs From Imagination Island, August 23.

The set contains 26 songs culled from
the TV series on PBS, from the Barney NBC
TV special, and from the live Radio City
Music Hall show.

Also included as part of the package are
Barney stickers and a sing-along lyrics book
with words to all the songs. The album also
includes the introduction of the newest member
of the Barney family, BJ, who is the older
brother of Baby Bop.

The Barney empire continues to expand
with the forthcoming release of two videos,
Barney. .. Live! In New York and Imagination
Group. Both videos are distributed by The
Lyons Group.
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and Cream’s Sunshine Of Your Love. Some
classic CD singles are also moving, such as
Bananarama’s Venus, The Go Go’s We Got
The Beat, Level 42°s Something About You,
Robert Palmer’s Addicted To Love, and Trio’s
obscure hit Da Da Da.

At the flagship store, a special rack has
been set up that Bruce indicates has a high
turnover.

“From a business point of view, it’s not
that good for us because these budget line
singles don’t give us a heck of a lot as far as
margin dollars are concerned. *Ve do a lot of
business as far as imports go.

“It’s interesting though, because the
record company is putting out everything. Our
rack has a really high turnover. It’s hard to
devote a lot of merchandising space at retail to
them.”

Bruce notes the budget line is being
imported overseas by UK importers such as
Lightning and Windsong. These companies
are obviously taking advantage of the price
point and the availability of dance product that
sells well in the UK.

But tangible sales figures are moving
along in Canada. The latest CRIA stat sheet
indicates that the other singles category
underwent a 606 % net value of sales increase
for the month of June 1994 compared to June
1993. Sales increased from $35,000 up to
$247,000.

“Anything that goes through the till,”
says Baker, “we’re very happy about.

“We have to go after the consumer of the
future. Let’s encourage them to spend at least
four or five dollars on a CD single so when
they do get out there and start working, they’ll
already be consumers. As it stands right now,
we’ve eliminated everyone who doesn’t have
a full-time job. Those are the ones we’re
forcing to go out and tape.”

There are rumours about what the record
companies that have yet to come on board will
do, but at this stage of the game, despite the
small success CD singles have had, everybody
is non-committal.

Ticketmaster bites back
at consumer uprising

The ugly battle being raged against
Ticketmaster by Pearl Jam along with other
artists and consumer groups is getting even
uglier.

Ticketmaster has filed a $306.8 million
defamation suit against three lawyers in New
York, claiming the company’s business
practices were unfairly portrayed by false and
defamatory statements made in lawsuits filed
by the lawyers.

The ticket agent was recently exonerated
in an antitrust lawsuit brought against it by a
New York resident, who accused Ticketmaster
of unfair business practices which included
kickbacks, concealing service fees and
operating on a monopolistic business via
exclusive contracts. The NY state judge found
that Ticketmaster’s service charges are not
deceptive.

The US Congressional Hearings into
antitrust complaints against Ticketmaster will
likely resume in August.
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with Elvira Capreese

The Brothers Grimm . . . ? Hey!
Here’s an item that appeared in the July 3/93
column under the title of That’s what friends
are for. The broadcast industry, now that
it’s feeling the pinch, is beginning to reveal
its dark side. Watch for some treachery and
back-stabbing that will surprise even the
old hands at treachery and back-stabbing.
There’s one bit of misadventure going on
right now -- in a very successful camp yet.
Power sharing isn’t the name of the game
with the owners. They don’t publicly take
bows, and they go out of their minds at the
slightest indication their success was
engineered by someone else. (EC. You
couldn’t be talking about the Brothers Grimm,
could you . . . ?) Well! It took longer than
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some anticipated, but it has finally happened.
Watch for some very interesting, official
news, to come down the pipe. There could be
some legal action, not to mention the delay of
an on-air date. (EC: Not that again?)

One more for the road. .. ! Rumour
has it that a major player in the indie field has
trimmed his roster to two, a local and an off-
shore act. One casualty, a subaltern of some
note in the company, was just an hour or so
away from heading out on the road to look
after one of the acts. The head guy of the
organization wasn’t able to utter those six
dreaded words, “your services are no longer
required,” or something akin, so he sent
another of his subalterns to convey the message.
(EC: Maybe he’ll trim his subalterns as well!)

Loose country cannon...! Whilethe
CRTC may be questioning its wisdom as to
why it makes the decisions it makes, there is
still a chance that things will change . . . given
that my spies tell me the “country cash cow”
may be in trouble. There’s a certain something
about country that an outsider money man may
not know. The CRTC should be told that
country is country, and that you can’t put a
cowboy hat on a cash register. (EC: You use
the word “cowboy” advisedly . . . !)

The bunny hutch is growing . . . !
One company, that certainly can’t be accused
of not being an equal opportunity employer, is
setting a benchmark that others in the industry
might find difficult to follow. As the males
stumble, they are quickly replaced by females,
if that term is allowed anymore. I guess now,
it’s apropos to refer to both sexes as “guys”,
an expression that seems to have come out of
the camp of equal opportunity and benefits for
same sex couples. (EC: I've lost your point!)

Speaking of same sex couples! |
remember, back in the *70s, when one major
US company actually went so far as to publicly
condone the same sex thing. A couple of guys
...twomales ... inthecompany’s west coast
office got married and the company allowed
that they had the same rights as a normal
married couple. I don’t know if that policy is
still in effect, or if it was swept under the
carpet. The company may not even want to be
reminded of the incident. I’ll go through some
back issues and see if I can find the exact date.
(EC: Why bother . . . ?)

Coffee, cigars anyone . . . ? Gino
Empry, who gets the photo splash this week
(page 9), used his magic list to promote the
opening of the Cafe Cubita Coffee shop in
downtown Toronto. The owner of the shop,
Thomas Hinds, also has a cigar store around
the corner, where Cuban cigars are front-
racked. Among the visiting stars, who looked
like they were smoking themselves to death
and trying to take me with them, was
Flashdancer Michael Nouri, a self-admitted
Cuban cigar junkie. What’s the music
connection, you might ask? Nouri, a native of
the US east coast, used to work the coffee
house/folk club circuit in the *60s, and still
plays the guitar. He often comes into Toronto
to pick up a box or two of Cuban stogies from
his friend Hinds. By the way, Nouri will be
one of the principals in the upcoming Broadway

production of Victor, Victoria. (EC: Wel!,
ain’t you informed . . . /)

Iloveit...! A couple of weeks ago, Elvira
did a piece about estate renovating that had
been going on, and a move to luxurious new
offices that followed. Well! The don of the
estate collared me at a recent industry function,
and accused me of not having all the facts.
Apparently, he had his Bentley repainted as
well. (EC: REPAINTED ??? I thought it was
repossessed . . . /)

Anew broom.. . ?Inless than one week
of taking over a company that’s been fighting
an image problem for a couple of decades, the
new guy rooted out the problem and kicked it
out the door. (EC: What a great opening
kick . . . !) Bobbed right out the door.

A billion dollar chinook . . . ? Hey!
Forget the speculation about Virgin, Towers,
Goodys, Harry Shmuck and Flashy
Hemorrhoids opening stores in Canada, look
what’s in store for Calgary. Merv Griffin is
apparently looking atan eight-block downtown
location for a billion-dollar casino. There will
probably be a record/video boutique on the
property as well. Maybe some of the oldtimers
in the record retail business should reconsider
their future. (EC: I can see it now, Sam The
Roulette Man . . . ?)

What film festival . . . ? (EC: That’s
all?  Just a question? No answer? Just
"what film festival?”) Has nothing to do with
music!

They're getting bored. . .! Someof
the more controversial Nashville scribes have
come out against the new breed of country.
Watch for more embarrassing questions being
asked and while you're at it, watch for the
backlash against Canadian country artists.

And remember . . . ! Guns don’t kill
people . . . people with guns kill people! (EC:
Canadians should remember that . . . !)

VISITORS
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Pat Bachynski - Columhbia/Sony Music

Dale Peters - BMG Music Canada

David Lindores - A&M/Island/Motown

Rob Chubey - EMI Music Canada

Linda Nash - Crossover Promotions/Calgary
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1 1 11 WILD NIGHT (3 weeks at #1)
John Mellencamp - Human Wheels
Mercury-315 518 088 (PolyGram comp earty May}-Q
10 CAN YOU FEEL THE LOVE
Elton John - The Lion King Soundtrack
Disney (Wamer comp 209)-P
11 CRAZY
Aerosmith - Get A Grip
Geffen-24455 (MCA comp 9/94)-J
13 IF YOU GO
Jon Secada - Heart, Soul & A Voice
SBK-29272 (EMI comp 15/94)-F
12 | SWEAR
All-4-One - Ali4-One
Adantic-82588 (Wamer comp 206)-P
14 DON'T TURN AROUND
Ace Of Base - The Sign
Arista-07822 18740-
9 STAY (I Missed You)
Lisa Loeb & Nine Stories - Reality Bites Soundtrack
RCA-07863 66364 (BMG comp 67)-N
8 8 MAYBE LOVE WILL CHANGE YOUR MIND
Stevie Nicks - Street Angel
Modem/Atantic-82246 (Wamer comp 209)-P
6 LOVEIS STRONG
The Ralling Stones - Voodoo Lounge
Virgin-38782 (promo CD single)-F
10 PRAYER FOR THE DYING
Seal - Seal
ZTT-96256 (Wamer comp 207)-P
11 ANYTIME YOU NEED A FRIEND
Mariah Carey - Music Box
Columbia-53205 (Sony comp 27)-H
7 AFTERNOONS & COFFEESPOONS
Crash Test Dummies - God Shuffled His Feet
Arista-74321-21688-N
9 12 SHINE
Collective Soul - Hints, Allegations And Things . .
Atantic-82596 (Wamer comp 203)-P
9 BLACK HOLE SUN
Soundgarden - Superunknown
A&M-31454 0198-Q
9 FALL DOWN
Toad The Wet Sprocket - Duicinea
Columbia-57744 (Sony comp 27)-H
12 TAKE IT BACK
Pink Floyd - The Division Bell
Columbia-64200 (Sony comp 26)-H
6 AINT GOT NOTHINGIFYOU..,
Michael Bolton - The One Thing
Columbia-53567 (Sonv comp 28)-H
8 YOU
Bonnie Raitt - Longing In Their Hearts
Capitol-81427 (ER?I comp 15/94)-F
14 NIGHT IN MY VEINS
The Pretenders - Last Of The Independents
WEA UK-95822-P
19 'LL REMEMBER
Madonna - With Honors Soundirack
Maverick/Sire/WB-45549 (Wamer comp 204)-P
& BADTIMING
Blue Rodeo - Five Days In July
WEA-93846 (Warmer comp 208)-P
17 YOU MEAN THE WORLD TO ME
Toni Braxton - Toni Braxton
Laface/Arista-73008 26007-N
6 ALWAYS
Erasure - | Say | Say | Say
Mute/Elektra-61633-P
10 ANY TIME, ANY PLACE
Janet Jackson - Janet
Virgin-87825-F
15 ROUND HERE
Counting Crows - August And Everything After
Geffen-24528-
4 SUN’S GONNA RISE
Sass Jordan - Rats
Aquarius-571-F
13 (She’s) SOME KIND OF WONDERFUL
Huey Lewis - Four Chords & Several Years Ago
Elektra-61500 (promo CD single)-P
& THIS WEIGHT ON ME
Chris DeBurgh - This Way Up
A8&M-31454 (promo CD single}-Q
6 CRASH! BOOM! BANG!
Roxette - Crash! Boom! Bang!
EM!-28727 (EMI comp 15/94)-F
6 LOVEIS ALL AROUND
Wet Wet Wet - Four Weddings And A Funeral
London-422 828 509-Q
14 BROWN EYED GIRL
Freddy Curd - Dreamer's Road
EMI-29339 (EMI comp 11/94)-F
11 THROWIN' IT ALL AWAY
Realworld - Realworld
FRE-00107 (EMI comp 12/94)-F
10 TELL ME WHERE IT HURTS
Kathy Troccoli - Kathy
Arista-07863 66367 (EMG comp 67)-N
12 SILENT SCREAM
Richard Marx - Paid Vacation
Capitol 81232 (EMI comp 15/04)-F
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3 YOU BETTER WAIT
Steve Peny - For The Love O{Snanae Medicine
Columbia-44287 (promo CD single)-

8 VASOLINE
Stone Temple Pilots - Stone Temple Pilots
Aantic-82607 (Wamer comp 210)-P

s SHOUT OUT LOUD
Raoch Voisine - [l Always Be There
Star/Select-8056 (promo CD single}

9 | NEED YOUR LOVE
Boston - Walk On
MCA-10973 (MCA comp 9941

10 BREAKIN’ UP THE HOUSE
Colin James - Colin James & The Little Big Band
Virgin-39190-F

8 MOVING ON UP

e‘;ple Elegant Slumming
4321 20839 (BMG comp 66)-N

9 SELLING THE DRAMA
Live - Throwing Copper
Radicactive-10997 (MCA comp 7/84)J

4 YOU LET YOUR HEART GO TOO FAST
Spin Doctors - Tum It Upside Down
Epic-52907 {promo CD single)}-H

& FLL REMEMBER YOU
Aflantic Starr - Time
Arista-07822 18723-N

5 DANCING IN THE MOONLIGHT

Baha Men - Kalik
.. Bia Beat-92394 (Wamer comp 209)
THE WAY SHE LOVES ME:
. Richard Marx - Paid Vacation =

M A
gL

@

- Capitol-81232 (promo CO smgle)F

'3 CRYING SHAME

Wild Strawbenies - Bet You Think I'm Lonely AGEIio
Strawberry-70055 (proma CD single}-Q
4 SABOTAGE
Beastie Boys - lll Communication
Capitol-28599-F
11 CAN'T TURN BACK THE YEARS
Phil Colins - Both Sides
Atantic-82550 (Wamer comp 205)-P
6 BROADWAY JOE
Keven Jordan - Keven Jordan
Columbia-80194 (Sony comp 27)-H
5 ACRIMONY
Kim Mitchell - itch
Alert-81024 (promo CD single}-F
19 MISLED
Celine Dion - The Colour Of My Love
Columbia-57555 {promo CD single}-H
8 SCANNING THESE CROWDS
Bruce Cockbum - Dart To The Heart
True North-82 (Sony comp 28)-H
11 EVEN IF MY HEART WOULD BREAK
Kenny G & Aaron Neville - The Bodyguard Soundtrack
Arista-07822 18699-N
ALL | WANNA DO
Sheryl Crow - Tuesday Night Music Club
A&M-3154 0126 (A&M comp 5/04)-Q
s CREATE A MONSTER
Paul Dean - Machine
Strawberty-70055 5008-Q
5 LONGING IN THEIR HEARTS
Bonnie Raitt - Longin in Their Hearts
Capitol81427 (promo CD single)-F
14 RIDE IT QUT
Hemingway Comer - Hemingway Comer
b ggwsg(Sony comp 27)9;7 Y
3 FUMBLING TOWARDS ECSTASY
Sarah McLachlan - Fumbling Towards Ecstasy
Nettwerk-30081-F
RAIN KING
Counting Crows - August And Everything After
Geffen-24528-J
10 NO ONE TO RUN WITH
Allman Brothers Band - Where it Alt Begins
Epic-64232-H
4 STARSEED
Qur Lady Peace - Naveed \Retyjo
Epic-80191 (Sony comp 28)-H
3 ROCKET
Smashing Pumpkins - Siamese Dream
Virgin-88267 (EMI comp 18/94)-F
3 ROCKIT
Steve Miller Band - Steve Miller Band Box Set
Capitol-89826 (EMI comp 19/94)-F
s | BELIEVE
Marcella Detroit - Jewell
London-422 828 491 (PolyGram comp early June}-Q
2 RIGHT BESIDE YOU
hie B. Hawkins
Columbia-64200 {Sony comp 26)-H
3 TIME OF THE SEASON
The Nylons - Because . . .
Scotti Bros.-72392 76435-N
10 INVITATION
Lost And Profound - Memo
Polydor-314 519 518 (Polygram comp earty May}-Q

%@

I &« 3 THE BONEYARD TREE
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The Watchmen - In The Trees
MCA-11105 (MCA comp 11/941J
GIRLS AND BOYS
Blur - Parklife
EMI-28540-F
15 SOUL’'S ROAD
Lawrence Gowan - . .. But You Can Call Me Larry
AnthenvColumbia-80183 (Sony comp 26)-H
9 TWIST & SHOUT
Chaka Demus & Pliers - All She Wrote
Mango-314 518 848-Q
17 BEAUTIFUL IN MY EYES
Joshua Kadison - Painted Desert Serenade
SBK-80920 (EM) comp 7/94)-F
16 FLL TAKE YOU THERE
General Public - Threesome Soundtrack
EpicSoundirax-57881-H
20 SLEEPING IN MY CAR
Roxette - Crash! Boom! Bang!
EMI-28727 (EMI comp 7/94)}-F
14 UNTIL | FADE AWAY
Gin Blossoms - New Miserable Experience
A&M-75021 5369-Q
s BACKWATER
Meat Puppets - Too Hi
London-828 484 (Poly:
4 DEUCE
Lenny Kravitz - Kiss My Ass
Mercury-314 522 123-Q
9 BAD INTENTIONS
Robbie Robertsan - Jimmy Hollywood Soundirack @
Atlas-314 523 070 (PolyGram comp early May)-Q
17 THE MOST BEAUTIFUL GIRL IN THE WORLD

NPG/Denon
12 BIZARRE LOVE TRIANGLE
Frente! - Marvin The Album
Attic-0083 (MCA comp 7/94)3)
COULD | BE YOUR GIRL
Jann Arden - Living Under June
A&M-314 540 248 {promo CD single)}-Q
8 CLEOPATRA’'S CAT
Spin Doctors - Tum [t Upside Down
Epic-52907 (Sony comp 28)-H
17 IN THE WINK OF AN EYE
The Barra MacNeils - Closer To Paradise &
Polydor-314 521 106 (PolyGram comp March 94}-Q

3 ASSOHOLIC M

54-40 - Smilin' Buddha Cabaret
Columbia-80190 (Sony comp 28)-H

11 (Meet) THE FLINTSTONES
The B.C. 52s - The Flintstones Soundtrack
MCA-11045 (promo CD single)J

& | WISH
Gabrielle - Find Your Wg{
London-422 828 443 (PolyGram comp early June}-Q

2 HARD LUCK WOMAN

Garth Brooks -Kiss My Ass

EMI-29608-F

F | WANTED TO

Melissa Etheridge - Yes | Am

[sland-422 848 660 (A&M comp 5/94)-Q

9 GENTLEMAN WHO FELL
Milla - The Divine Comedy
SBK/ERG-27984 (EMI comp 12/84)-F

13 IN THE TIME IT TAKES
Beth Neilsen Chapmarv/Paul Camack - You Hold The Key
Reprise-45233 (Wamer comp 206)-P

ES
"~

>
~

h To Die
m comp early April}-Q

M A
gL

11 PRAYING FOR RAIN
Junkhouse - Strays
Epic-80184 (Sony comp 26)-H
2 LABOUR OF LOVE
Frente! Marvin The Album
Ariola-74321 18484 (BMG comp 63)-N
LTHISIS LOVE
Chris DeBurgh - This Way Up
A&M31454-Q
RETURN TO POOH CORNER
Kenny ins - Retum To Pooh Comer
Sony ngﬁer-smu (promo CD single)}-H
13 LOVING ME IS NOT A SIN
Mitsou - Templed
Tox-3004 {Sony comp 25)-H
8 ALLIDO
Jane Child - Here Not There
Wamner Bros.-45296 (Wamer comp 205)-P
7 JUST BEFORE MARY GOES
Universal Honey - Magic Basement
Martane Entertainment-3331
2 SUMMER SUMMER

oft
Iéapitol-ﬁOGZZ {EMI comp 12/94)-F
13 OBJECTS IN THE REAR VIEW MIRROR . .,
Meat Loaf - Bat Out Of Hell Ii: Back Into Hell
MCA-10698 (promo CD single}n
20 DISARM
Smashing Pumpkins - Siamese Dream
Virgin-88267 (EMI comp 8/94)-F




FEATURED ARTIST - by Ron Rogers

Barenaked Ladies to release sophomore Sire album

The question that surrounds any young band
following a hugely successful first album has
always been ‘yes, but what have you done for
me lately?” The rock and roll archives are
littered with acts who had that one great album
(or even one great track), but somehow lost
the magic when it came time for a follow-up.

The Barenaked Ladies were the Canadian

ARSI

by Tim Evans

Rolling alohg. Mick Jagger recently
celebrated his 71st birthday in style. He, along
with 84-year-old Keith Richards and the rest
of The Rolling Stones have the #1 album in
Canada. It holds that spot after debuting at the
top last week.

A wild time. John Mellencamp’s version
of Wild Night clings to the #1 spot on the Hit
Tracks chart fora third week. There have been
many songs beginning with Wild that have
charted. Four of them peaked at #2, but
Mellencamp’s Wild Night is just the second
song beginning with Wild to reach #1. Name
the other.

That's Cool(io) man! The top album add
is Coolio’s It Takes A Thief. It cracks the
chart at #14. The hottest spot in the country for
Coolio appears to be Halifax as the only two
stores to report it as the #1 selling album came
from that city. Harry Connick Ir. has the
second highest entry as She enters at #17. Two
other albums also enter in the top half of the
chart, Warren G at #28 and The Eagles at #34.

Arden returns. Jann Arden is back on the
chart with the first release from her upcoming
album, Could I Be Your Girl debuts at #81.
The biggest hit from her first album was Will
You Remember Me, which peaked At #10.

Now we're rockin'. After 11 weeks on
the chart, Rocks by Primal Scream drops off
the Hit Tracks chart. However, Smashing
Pumpkins is #62 with Rocket. One spot below
that is Rock It by Steve Miller. Roch Voisine
is #37 and Roxette is #29 and 74.

X Marx the spot. With a 47-spot jump,
Richard Marx has the fastest-rising song on
the Hit Tracks chart. In its second week, The
Way She Loves Me jumps to #45.

A warmbreeze. Let’shead to the Chinook
Centre in Calgary where Rick Springer reports
the following as the best-selling albums from
the Sam’s store there. 1. Forrest Gump
Soundtrack 2. The Lion King Soundtrack
3. Ace Of Base 4. Alan Jackson 5. Collective
Soul 6. Tracy Byrd 7. The Rolling Stones
8. Coolio 9. Jon Secada 10. Blue Rodeo.

The Wild bunch. The only other song
beginning with Wild to ever reach #1 was
Michael Murphy’s Wildfire. It hit the top in
1975. The four that peaked at #2 are: Wild
Boys (Duran Duran - 1984), Wild Eyes (The
Stampeders - 1972), Wild Thing (The Troggs
- 1966), and Wild Wild West (Escape Club -
1988).

music industry’s favourite sons when their
independently-released EP surpassed gold in
Canada, anunheard of achievement. Following
their victory in Toronto radio station CFNY s
New Music Search, the band found a home on
New York-based Sire Records, who released
the Gordon album.

People of all age demographics embraced
the band like a child cuddling a stuffed puppy
on Christmas morning. They were cute, funny,
with a slapstick quality more befitting a
Vaudeville comic than a semi-serious pop
band. For the band’s co-founder Steven Page,
the sudden rush of fame was at times
approaching the ridiculous.

“Two years ago, it was kind of crazy
because every time I walked down the street it
was, ‘there’s the Barenaked Ladies’ guy!’
People treated us differently. When we were
touring across Canada, we’d be swarmed.

“But, in the past six months to a year,
we’ve sort of faded from the collective
consciousness of Canadian pop culture. It’s
been nice because people still recognize you,
but they don’t go apeshit over you.”

The Ladies new Sire release, Maybe You
Should Drive, presents Page and company
with a daunting problem. In simple terms, just
try and top that! And, with the type of music
the band was known for, semi-comic, cartoon-
like vignettes on everything from Yoko Ono
and Brian Wilson to New Kids On The Block,
the question became, what can they do for an
encore?

Page admits that while the first record
may have been a case of the band looking at
fame from the outside in, this time, the band
is looking out from inside the proverbial glass
house, and the view is much different.

“With the success we had (Gordon sold
more than 800,000 units in Canada), there was
a certain trendiness to it, and I'm going to
assume that won’t happen with this record. I
don’t know what the people who are expecting
Grade 9: Part II are going to think, but I hope
they like it. This record is just a little less slap-
happy. The last one was like Saturday morning
cartoons, this one’s like Sunday morning.

“I think if there’d been another Yoko
Ono or something like that in me, I would have
written it, and we probably would have
recorded it. But there wasn’t anything that
slapstick. You never know, maybe the next
record will be. Each record is just a picture of
where you are at the time.”

The band recruited KD Lang sidekick
Ben Mink to produce the new album, indicative,
Page feels, of the band’s intention to venture
into a more serious pop vein.

“We didn’t get hooked up with Ben until
about a week before we started recording.
Nigel (Best, the band’s manager) had known
him from when he worked at Warner Bros.
We really like Ingenue a lot. He agreed to
meet with us, and we got along really well.
More than anything, he made things a little
more concise attimes. I think he brought some
of the straightforward pop element to the
record.”

With any debut album success, comes the

RPM CHART WEEKLY - Monday August 1, 1994 - 7

immediate pressure from the label for more.
After touring the Gordon album incessantly
for months, Page admits that when it came
down to write material for the new record, his
creative juices had dried up.

“I did start to panic a little bit. Between
the completion of Gordon and the end of the
Gordon tour, summer of *92 to the fall of ’93,
I'd written exactly two songs. I thought, ‘oh
God, I’ve lost it.” T had little snippets of stuff
I had to finish off, so I just sat down in the fall
and said to myself ‘OK, let’s write the album.’

“We ended up with 21 songs. But I had
to teach myself a bit of discipline in writing.
For a long time ] had waited until my muse
arrived. Obviously, at some point, you have to
sit yourself down and just start doing it. The
muse is there all the time, you just have to sit
down and find it.”

While the band has enjoyed unbelievable
success in Canada, they have yet to make a
significantdent inthe all-important US market,
something Page attributes to the all-powerful
airwaves.

“The whole market is so fragmented, so
that unless you get MTV time or similar
exposure, people across the country don’t
know about you. Even though we had some
strong markets like Phoenix, Dallas and
Cleveland, we only had one station in each
market playing us. And I don’t think the
pressure was on at Reprise (the US distributor)
to really make it work, since they had many
other high priority acts.”

But Page believes that Maybe Y ou Should
Drive could provide the impetus for success
south of the border, especially now that triple
A radio has become so important in the US
market.

“My understanding is that the new single
(Jane) has already been added at six AAA
stations in the US. When Gordon came out it
was just on the cusp of the AAA explosion. So
it just started to happen as our album was
petering out. We weren’t alternative enough
for alternative, and we were too alternative
for pop radio.”

The Ladies have been rehearsing over the
past few weeks, getting ready to hit the road
on what will likely be another endurance-test
tour. Yet, Page says he and his fellow mates
can’t wait to play live again.

“I’m ready to go right now. We finished
touring in September, and right we are just
itching to go.”

[ COMPACT Discs.
B DicGALOG CASSETTES

DESIGN, FILM & PRINTING
M U S I o

MANUFACTURING
;S ERVICES

CANADA’S INDEPENDENT
}z‘é)NNECTloN SINCE 1986
67 Mowaot Avenue, Suite 431

Toronto, Ontario, Canada M6K 3E3
Voice: (416) 516-87ﬂ Fax: (416) 516-9448
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by Sean LaRose

INTER-ACTIVITY will no long be used in
this magazine because of some registration
confusion. Both companies were allowed to
register the name, however there was a
problem with infringement. I agreed to no
longer use the name, hence the new heading
ACTIVEWARE.

warner enters the inter-active spectrum
in a big way with an innovative on-line
company. Major inter-active moves are
happening state-side and it was only a matter
of time before Warner got a piece of the
action. On July 25, L.A’s Warner Bros.
Records launched Cyber-Talk, a bi-weekly
on-line program and information source on
the development of multi-media software
releases for retail. The label hopes to provide
screen savers featuring major recording artists
like Neil Young, R.E.M., The Red Hot Chili
Peppers and Madonna.

Time Warner companies have joined up
with a multi-media producer to introduce an
inter-active publishing firm entitled Inscape.
The Warner Music Group and HBO have
teamed up with Nash Productions to develop
the Los Angeles-based multi-media company.
The first release expected from Inscape is the
Residents’ Bad Day On The Midway. With a
collabortion of such industry biggies, it will
be hard to top this new entity. Spokespeople
from both Warner and Nash Productions
seemed please to have the upper hand with
Warner Music Group’s family connections,
which will handle marketing, manufacturing
and distribution of the various CD-ROM titles.
Michael Nash, who heads up Nash Productions,
explains “Inscapes product focus is
entertainmet-content-based CD-ROMs, with
its content being taken from a variety of
different sources including, but not limited to,
the Warner Music Group and HBO caches of
music and TV assets.” Nash concludes with
“We plan to work both inside and outside their
intellectual property holdings.”

Navigators, the Electronic Book Store is
set to open its doors to the public in mid-
August. The store which will be located in
London, ON, is expected to fill the void in
CD-ROM and inter-active title availablity.
Navigators will feature an estimated 1,200 to
1,300 CD-ROM, inter-active and electronic
books titles as well as high powered touch
screen viewing stations, each with its own 18
disc jukebox.

Music Manufacturing Services
announces details of its new CD-ROM division,
Inter Activity Inc. According to MMS’s
Lindsay Gillespie, they’ve been working on
CD-ROM'’s for quite a while now,but have
been to busy to announce the new company. It
was the heading of this column that inspired
Gillespie to let RPM know about Inter Activity
Inc. prematurely because of the similarity in
the names.

Telecos to spend 8 to 10 million to

make the information highway a reality.
Stentor’s Beacon Initiative dialogue at
Toronto’s King Edward Hotel last Thursday
was an informative and insightful little get
together. Stentor Telecom Policy Inc.’s hosts
Richard Cavanagh and Elisabeth Ostiguy were
full of details on their perspectives on the
development of the information highway.
Music industry members approached the
personable representatives with a bevy of
copyright questions as well as censorship and
programming inquiries. Nothing really
concrete arose from the meeting, with the
exception of the welcomed news that the
Beacon Initiative is expected to provide at
least 12,000 jobs, and that’s a low estimate.
Basically, it was a “Hey, we’re out there and
we want to know how we can work together,”
gathering, which was followed by an elegant
dinner for 18 at a posh Toronto restaurant. It
provided an excellent setting for inter-active
and information highway chatter between all
of the invited guests, with no real pressure or
sales pitches from the gracious hosts. Although
almost all of the Beacon Initiative is still in the
development stages, there was a great deal of
interest in the announced $50 million venture
capital fund, which is expected to help multi-
media related businesses get off the ground.
(Stentor is comprised of investors across the
country, including nine telecommunication
companies. )

CD-ROM rival ignites memories of
the 1970°s video battles. It doesn’t seem that
long ago when the majority of the consumers

were humming and hawing whether to buy
Beta or VHS. Obviously, 20 years later, the
VHS people (Matsushita and JVC) won that
baitle. Presently the hardware giants are back
in the ring once again with another home
entertainment competition between Sony and
Philips, who recently introduced the joint
development of a quad density digital disc
(DVD). In the other corner, Toshiba and
Warner Home Entertainment were announcing
their competing videodisc system, which,
coincidentally, was co-developed by
Matsushita. Whichever system becomes the
standard, the other team will have to acquire
licenses to make digital videodiscs and players
from their competitors.

Nine Inch Nails to do
HMY in-store appearance

Nothing Records recording artist Nine Inch
Nails, the project of Trent Reznor, will make
an in-store signing appearance at HMV’s
flagship store in Toronto on August 5 at 11:00
pm.

The band is scheduled to make an
appearance at Molson Park in Barrie the
following day with Soundgarden and other
groups as part of a travelling festival. The
group is supporting The Downward Spiral, its
latest Nothing album distributed in Canada by
Warner Music.

PV

continuing to
spread the word!!

mEADORE

The CRTC has announced the renewal of two
broadcasting licenses. CJCH Halifax, part of
the CHUM group, has been renewed for the
period of September 1 1994 to August 31
1997, with the CRTC noting the station’s
annual $5,000 contribution to FACTOR. As
well, the CRTC has renewed the license of
CENL Fort Nelson for the period of Sept. 1
199410 Aug. 31 1996, noting that it encourages
the station to continue its support of local and
regional on-air talent.

Vancouver's 99.3 FM The Fox paid a
visit to the two sold-out Pink Floyd shows at
BC Place recently, and took the opportunity to
dress-up concert goers with station logos.
Thousands of fans lined up as CFOX staff took
the shirts off their backs, literally, and stamped
them with the station logo, The Fox Rocks.

Halifax's C100 FM played host to Sony
artist Keven Jordan recently, with a huge
shipboard party in Halifax harbour. Jordan
played cuts from his new self-titled album,
which he will put on display during his
upcoming summer tour.

Victoria's C-FAX played host to the annual
Victoria Mallet Cup croquet tournament. The
event, which was staged on the lawns of the
Empress Hotel, is a fund-raiser for the Pacific
Opera Society. The big winners were Grania
Litwin and Brian Hobbs of the Victoria Times-
Colonist newspaper.

C-FAX president Mel Cooper recently

donned shorts and track shoes to take part in
The B.I.G. Relay, an annual fund-raising
eventinvolving teams from business, industry
and government that raises money for
Operation Trackshoes, a sports event for
mentally challenged people.

Ottawa’'s Hot New Country 105.3
FM played host to CountryFEST *94 at the
Capital City Speedway, just west of Ottawa on
July 17. The 12 hour music festival attracted
more than 16,000 fans, who delighted in the
music of Brooks And Dunn, Aaron Tippin,
Sammy Kershaw, Faith Hill, Prairie Oyster
and hometown hero Charlie Major.

Canadian artists Brian Finley and
Donna Bennett will be participating in the
Olympic Music Festival, tobe broadcast across
the US by Seattle station KING-FM. Finley
and Bennett will perform as a duet for the first
half of the concert, performing selections
from their debut recording, Lullabyes For
Benjamin (on the Marquis Classics label). In
the second half, Finley will perform Schubert’s
Trout quintet with the Philadelphia String
Quartet.

Toronto’s CFRB 1010 has secured the
exclusive broadcasting rights for the World
Basketball Championships, being held in
Toronto and Hamilton Aug. 4-14. CFRB’s
Mike Inglis, formerly a commentator for the
NBA’s Indianapolis Pacers, will handle play-
by-play, with former coach Paul Jones handling
colour commentary. The games will be played
at numerous venues, including Maple Leaf
‘Gardens, Copps Coliseum and SkyDome.



Gino Empry honoured
at Variety Club tribute

1. Television personality Lorraine Thompson and Sam
Sniderman help publicist Gino Empry celebrate his years in
showbusiness at recent Variety clubroom reception.

2. Empry chats with actress Margo Lane, comedian Dave
Broadfoot and Roy Thomson/Massey Hall general manager
Charles Cutts.

3. A grateful hug from Bluma Appel.

4.Record veteran Ed Preston, MCA Canada president Ross
Reynolds and Sam Sniderman.

5. Bob and Lucille Mirvish, Leo Ornstein and Ollie Mark.

6. Sun food columnist Sarah Waxman and RPM's Stan
Klees.

1. Celebrity Chuck Shamata gets a private audience.

8. The mysterious voice on Gino's answering machine,
Robin Ward, and actress Nikki Pezer.

9. A Junowinner from the ‘70s and now a star of the Pacific
Rim club circuit, Cathy Young.

10. Lori Bruner, owner of the Bookseller Yorkville and Sam
The Record Man. :

11. Aline Sandler and Hauer International’s Harvey Hauer.

Photo Spread Editor - Stan Klees
Photo Spre