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The Chi-Lites, Red-Hot
Brunswick Records Vocal
Group, Reach No. 1 On

The Top 100 Singles Chart
With ‘Have You Seen Her’
This Week. Label Reports
Disc Has Sold More Than
Two Million to Date.

The Chi-Lites’ Story on Page 3.

HITS OF THE WEEK

THE JACKSON 5, “SUGAR DADDY” (Jobete, BMI).
In which the Jackson brothers get
back to the happy, uptempo sound
that made them superstars. That
this one can't miss goes without
saying. Flip sums it up. B/w “I'm
So Happy” Uobete, BMi). Motown
M 1194F.

THE PARTRIDGE FAMILY, “IT'S ONE OF THOSE
NIGHTS (YES LOVE)" (Screen Gems-
Columbia, BMI). America's favorite
musical TV family, starring Shirley
Jones and featuring David Cassidy,

will score once more with this Tony
Romeo-penned ditty. Bell 45,160.

LED ZEPPELIN, “BLACK DOG" {Superhype, ASCAP).

: Far and away the best single from
this hard and heavy bunch since
their monster success with “Whole
Lotta Love.” Incredible sounds with
Robert Plant vocal to match. Edited
album cut. Atlantic 45-2849,

ELTON JOHN, “LEVON” (Dick James, BMI). From
his new “Madman Across the Water”
album comes this John-Taupin tale
of one Levon and his son Jesus. It's
their “Eleanor Rigby,” sort of. Hit
prospects high. B/w “Goodbye”
(Dick James, BMI). Uni 55314 (MCA).

CARROLL O'CONNOR & JEAN STAPLETON, “THOSE

_ WERE THE DAYS" (New Tandem,
ASCAP). Unlike the Partridge Fam-
ily, TV's Bunker family wasn't orig-
7 inally intended to be a record act.
But, like “All in the Family,” its
theme is a smash, Geat fun!
Atlantic 45-2847.

LEE DORSEY, “FREEDOM FOR THE STALLION”
(Marsaint, BMI). Yes, this is the
traditional Dorsey-Toussaint-Sehorn
collaboration, but their sound is all
new and nothing less than brilliant.

Stunning, moving balladry. Chart re-

turn for artist. Polydor 14106.

THE MOVE, “CHINATOWN” (Tiflis & Anne-Rachel,
ASCAP). The Move, in their umteenth
diskery switch, sound ready to move

¢ with this artfully crafted side of
Anglo-pop. Flip rocks like Berry.
B/w “Down on the Bay” (Tiflis &
Anne-Rachel, ASCAP). MGM K14332.

BUCKWHEAT, “MOVIN' ON (PART 2)" (Sicum,
ASCAP). Newcomers will be moving
on and up the charts in no time
flat with this powerfully put to-
gether rock piece. Strong entry in
both the progressive and pop fields.
B/w “Part 1" (Sicum, ASCAP). Lon-
don 45-166.

ISAAC HAYES, “BLACK MOSES.” lIsaac Hayes
just had the magic touch transferred to him
by chart-topping predecessors. Everything he
touches turns to gold. This elaborate package
contains two records full of hits like “Never
Can Say Goodbye” and more. Enterprise ENS
5003 (Stax).

FACES, “A NOD IS AS GOOD AS A WINK . . .
T0 A HORSE . . .”" The Faces, as impudent and
lively as ever, and featuring the highly-popular
Rod Stewart, have a number of new tunes
that catch the tempo of the times to pass on
on their large fanship. Wow. Warner Bros.
BS 2574.

THE KINKS, “MUSWELL HILLBILLIES.” The Kinks
are just about as good at rock satire as any-
one around. Their vitality comes from an in-
tence anger at the times they live in. Not
every group you hear calls for a return to
Shakespearean thought. RCA LSP 4644.

WILSON PICKETT, “DON'T KNOCK MY LOVE."
Wilson Pickett has been hot for a long time,
but he’s never been hotter than he is now.
This new lode of R&B nuggets will make him
hotter still. He reprises kits and spins gold
out of newies. Atlantic SD 8300.
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‘Music Machine’ Book
Never Gets Going

By DAVE FINKLE

B The music industry, like
most industries, could unques-
tionably profit from the pres-
ence of a phalanx of objective
critics, observers who could
comment impartially on where
the industry is going right and
wrong as it lurches on, point-
ing out where practices have
become questionable and where
ameliorative.

The trade press, of course,
should serve this purpose, and
to a large extent does, but even
the trade press could benefit
from policing by less-involved
parties. Nobody’s perfect.

The occasion for these re-
marks is the publication of
“The Music Machine” (Nash,
$7.95), a book by Roger Karsh-
ner that purports to be a re-
port on the industry (“What
Really Goes On in the Record
Industry”, the slogan on the
dust jacket says), but is really
an insidious and reprehensible

exploitation book that will not
only delude the public about
the music industry, but will
obscure from them (and from
industryites who might pick up
the book for some guidance)
the much more palpable and
cogent problems the industry
faces today.

Karshner, the liner notes
report and memory confirms, is
a former Vice President of
Capitol and has performed var-
ious other duties in the busi-
ness for 18 years, including
managing.

There is much more to him.

There is a popular definition
of what makes an optimist and
what a pessimist that goes: an
optimist is a fellow who looks
at half a glass of water and
says it’s half full, and a pessi-
mist is a fellow who looks at
half a glass of water and says
it’s half empty. Karshner looks
at half a glass of water and
says it’s empty. This puts him

(Continued on page 50)

1971: The Year
Of the Chi-Lites

By GREGG GELLER

® NEW YORK—The Chi-Lites,
the hottest male vocal group in
the business, have been together
since 1961. Still, it wasn’t until
this year that the Brunswick act
solidified its hold on the nation-

‘Bengla Desh’ LP

B NEW YORK — The George
Harrison Bengla Desh Madi-
son Square Garden Concert al-
bum (a three-record set) is evi-
dently set for release officially
now, the brouhaha over distri-
bution having been settled.

Seats Added For
NMPA Seminar

B A limited number of seats
have been added to the Seminar
on Copyrights jointly sponsored

by National Music Publishers’
Association and Recording In-
dustry Association of America
to be held Dec. 8 and 9 at the

(Continued on page 50)

al audience. With the smashing
success of the No. 1 single,
“Have You Seen Her,” it can
truly be said that the Chi-Lites
are on top.
The rise of the Chicago-based
(Continued on page 50)

on Way

At press time last week, terms
were reported as follows:
Capitol has record distribution
rights in the United States and
Canada.

Columbia has the tape distri-

(Continued on page 50)

Nat'l Tape Starts
Retail Chain

MILWAUKEE — National
Tape Distributors has opened
the first in a projected chain
of retail music stores, accord-
ing to Matt Betley, President.
The 2,500-square-foot store,
Galaxy of Sound, opened in
Milwaukee Deec. 1. It is a full-
(Continued on page 37)

Melanie Returns Live
Concert Scene to Bway

Bernstein-Reade DeMille Series May Be
New Key to Family Entertainment There

By FRED GOODMAN

B NEW YORK—History was
made Friday night, Nov. 26, as
the live concert scene returned
to the Great White Way with
the opening of the DeMille
Theater as a venue for pop
acts.

The show had all the ear-
marks of a Hollywood pre-
miere. A huge spotlight turned
outside the theater, a red car-
pet was laid down and kids
waited behind wooden police
barricades,

Sid Bernstein, in association
with the Walter Reade organ-
ization, opened the 1500-seat
hall with Neighborhood Rec-
ords artist Melanie in 3 two-
hour, solo performance. Mel-
anie, with her captivating
stage presence and music, fit
right into the importance of
the event. Her fans, continu-

ally carrying gifts to the stage,
seemed to be part of a grand
ritual, paying homage to both
the artist and the new theater.
It was overwhelming.

In her set, she included most
of the tunes from her latest
smash album, “Gather Me,” in-
cluding her top 10 single,
“Brand New Key.” The old hits
(“Candles in the Rain,” “Peace
Will Come,” “Nickel Song” and
“Beautiful People’”) were also
included, along with a fitting
rendition of “Give My Regards
to Broadway.”

In about 10 weeks the De-
Mille will be ready to operate
on a weekly basis. If all the
shows are as tasteful as the
Melanie concert, then Bern-
stein and Reade just may have
found a “brand new key” to
family entertainment in the
Broadway area,

Moss NARM Keynoter

Jerry Moss

B Jerry Moss, President of A &
M Records, will be the keynote
speaker at the 14th Annual
NARM Convention. Moss will

ASCAP-Taylor Awards

B The Fourth Annual ASCAP-
Deems Taylor Awards will be
presented in the ASCAP Board
Room on the 6th Floor of the
Society’s new building at One
Lincoln Plaza, New York City,
on Thursday, Dec. 9 at 3:30
p.m., announces ASCAP Presi-
dent Stanley Adams.

address the Convention’s Open-
ing Business Session on Mon-
day, March 6, at the Americana
Hotel in Bal Harbour, Fla. “The
Challenges of Change,” the 1972
Convention theme, will be the
subject of the Moss address.
Recently honored by the
Radio Program (Conference as
Record Executive of the Year,
and last year’s recipient (with
Herb Alpert) of the NARM
Presidential Award, presented
to industry executives who have
made outstanding contributions
to the business, Jerry Moss is
uniquely suited for the assign-
ment of keynote speaker on
“The Challenges of Change.” By
his own description of the prog-
ress of A & M Records through
(Continued on page 37)

Townsend Consultant
To Davis, Schein

B Irving Townsend is assum-
ing a newly-created post at
CBS as Consultant to both
Clive Davis, President of the
CBS/Records Group, and Har-

(Continued on page 50)
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Don McLean:

W1ll He Be Household
Name Like Amerlcan Pie'?

Don McLean,
Record World’'s Mitchell Fink

By MITCHYLL FINK

B NMEW YORK—Don McLean,
parking his “Chevy at the lev-

ee” in favor of his Saab,
stopped by Record Weorld re-
questing that the major por-

.tion of tre interview be devot-
ed to other subjects rather than
the manv-faceted lyrical mean-
ings of “American Pie.” For
those out there who haven’t
keard it, “American Pie,” the
singie and the album (United

Artists), might possibly make
Don McLean’s name gz house-
hold word, if it hasn’t already.

Mclean was actually sur-
prised to learn the incredible
amount of airplay he’s been
getting con  ‘“American Pie,”
“Believe it or not, I've never
heard the scng on the radio,
the main reasons being that I
don’t own an FM radio, and 1
rarely listen to AM. Suffice it
to say that I feel I symbolically
died and then came alive again
somewhere during the record-
ing of that song. I really feel
weird about the response to
the lyries.”

He continued: “The single
being played over the air is
not the same version the buyer
receives in the store. The store
record is marked ‘Part I and
II” 1T never would have given
permission to release the edit-
ed version now being played,
although I've been told that
some AM stations are playing
the entire cut.”

McLean was first heard on
record five years ago as back-

(Continued on page 37)

Van der Horst Atlantic Ad-PR Dir.

g
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Brian Van der Horst

E. NEW YORK—Brian Van der
Horst has been appointed Di-
rector of Advertising and Pub-
lic Relations for the At antic
Recording Corp., announces
Bob Rolontz, VP, Advertising
and Public Relations.

As Rolontz’ executive assist-
ant, Van der Horst will coordi-
nate all phases of advertising,
pub ieity and corporate public
relations for the company’s At-
lantic, Atco, Cotillion, Asylum
and custom labels, including
Capricorn, Rolling Stones Rec-
ords and Embryo.

Van der Horst has been a
music critic and writer for the
past six years, for such pub’i-
cations as the New York Maga-

zine, the New York Free Press
and Circus Magazine. He is the
author of “Folk Music in Amer-
ica” and “Rock Music,” both
due to be published next year
by Franklin Watts, a division
of Grolier, Inc.

Previously VP, Advertising
and Public Relations, for the
Cannon Group, Van der Horst
was also formerly affi'iated
with 20th Century-Fox, Metro-
Goldwyn-Mayer and Loew’s
Theaters. Before joining the
entertainment industry, he was
a published researcher in the
field of marine biology.

‘E Pluribus’ Gold

B NEW YORK — “E Pluribus
Funk,” Grand Funk Railroad’s
first album on their own “hon-
orary”’ label from Capitol Rec-
ords, has been certified a mil-
lion-seller by the RIAA.

“E Pluribus Funk” marks the
sixth gold album in as many
releases for Grand Funk, who
recently announced a one-year
retreat from personal appear-

ances following the trio’s pre-
Christmas European tour which
commenced Dec, 3 in Copen-
hagen.

Baez Finishes
A&M LP

NASHVILLE — Joan Baez,
still in the Top 40 with her
“B'essed Are” album for Van-
guard, has just completed her
first LP for Herb Alpert and
Jerry Moss’ A&M Records.
The new effort, cut at Qua-
dra‘cnic Studios and produced
by Norbert Putnam, featured
Nashville musicians David
Briggs, Kenny Buttrey, Charlie
McCoy. Pete Wade, Grady Mar-
tin. Weldon Myrick, Ferrell
Morris, Bucky Wilkin, Glen

Spreen and Gene Eichelberger

on the board.

Composers, Lyricists
Guild on Strike

B LOS ANGELES—The Com-
posers and Lyricists Guild went
out on strike last week here.

The grievance is that motion
picture and television produc-
ers have failed to bargain for a
new contract in good faith.

The chief issue is that the
composers and lyricists want to
be able to exploit their copy-
rights when and if producers
fail to do so. The guild con-
tends that the publishing sub-
sidiaries of the production
companies neither publish nor
exploit compositions except to
promote the particular produc-
tions for which they were cre-
ated.

Music West Distrihs
Fantasy, Prestige

B Music West, Inc., has been
appointed distributor of Fan-
tasy and Prestige Records in
the Los Angeles area,
Announcement was made by
Saul Zaentz, President of Fan-
tasy, and Eugene Settler, Vice
President of Music West.

Adds SQ Licensee

B Columbia Records has an-
nounced another licengee for
its SQ disc system. Sherwood

Electronics Laboratories of Chi-

cago will manufacture high
fidelity = quadraphonic audio
equipment which will incorp-

orate the Columbia Records SQ
deccding system for discs.

DFK, Stax Team

B The combined efforts of DFK
and the Stax organization have
teamed on the unique fold-out
album/poster design for Isaac
Hayes’ new album, “Black
Moses.”

DFK’s VP, Creative Director,
David Kreiger; Stax’ Advertis-
ing VP, Larry Shaw, and
Joel Bredsky jointly conceived
and produced the album.
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RCA Family Blooms
Throughout 1971

8 NEW YORK—The year 1971
has seen a flowering of new
labels under the RCA Records
umbrella.

As has been the case in the
relationship of RCA to Kirsh-
ner and Gregar, its established
associated labels, the key word
will be ‘“communication” with
Grunt, Wheel, Daybreak, Wood-
en Nickel and Neon, says Mort
Hoffman, label divisional Vice
President, Commercial Opera-
tions. RCA executives and staff
will work closely with the indi-
viduals involved to insure that
each new label realizes its po-
tential to the fullest.

Grunt, the Jefferson Air-
plane-centered, San Francisco-
based label, bowed earlier this
vear with the group’s highly
successful album “Bark,” from
which a single, “Pretty As You
Feel,” was recently pulled. The
label’s second and third albums
were released last week. They
are “Sunfighter” by Grace Slick
and Pau] Kantner, and “Papa
John Creach” product is forth-
coming on Grunt from such as
Hot Tuna, Jack Bonus, Black
Kangaroo and Ace of Cups.

Wheel, the records division of
Ringling Bros.-Barnum &
Bailey, is represented on the
market by its first album and
single, both by the Rock Flow-
ers and produced by Wes Far-
rell, The single, “Number Won-
derful,” breaks into the top 100
singles chart this week.

Daybreak, a label headed by
the well-known producer, ar-
ranecer and conductor Sonny
Burke, has thus far released al-
bums by artists such as Bing
Crosby, Count Basie and Frank
Sinatra, Jr., though it is
stressed that plans call for the
recording of acts which fit into
other categories than a gener-
allv MOR classification.

Wooden Nickel, which sprung
from the Chicago-based Dun-
wich Productions, now head-
quarters in that city as well as
Los Angeles. The label has re-
leased three albums thus far,
one each by the Siegel-Schwall
Band, David Patton and String
Cheese. It is anticipated that
the label roster will remain
limited in size but high in
quality.

British Specialization

Neon is essentially RCA’s
own English subsidiary and
will specialize in British art-
ists. Released thus far in this
country have been three al-
bums, one each by Dando Shaft,
Chris MacGregor and Fair-
weather. As with the other new

labels, Neon will add artists to
its roster in the near future.

Hoffman stresses that RCA’s
function with respect to each
of its new labels is to provide
the expertise and the manpower
that only a major label has at
its disposal when it comes to
marketing and promotion. Ar-
tistic decisions are generally
made by the individual labels,
depending on the terms of their
arrangements with RCA.

In such a climate the RCA
family of labels, new and old,
is certain to flourish.

Columbia Racks Up Hits
With Custom Labels

R NEW YORK—Record World
met last week with Ron Alexen-
burg, VP of Sales and Distribu-
tion for Epic and Columbia
Custom Labe!s, primarily to dis-
cuss the progress of the giant
firm’s new custom labels.

The companies in question
are Monument, Spindizzy, En-
trance, TMI, Philadelphia Inter-
national, Rak, Douglas, New
Design, Barnaby and Fillmore.

Monument is the Columbia
custom label with the longest
independent history. Based in
Henderson, Tenn., and headed

Production Pacts
Big Atlantic Factor

B The success of the Atlantic
family of labels over the past
few years has been due to a
number of factors, a foremost
one being the many production
deals made by the firm. The list
of hit records by outside pro-
ducers at Atlantic is lengthy,
and many of the albums and
singles turned out by these
indie producers have earned
RIA A-certified gold discs.

Atlantic was among the first
firms ever to use outside pro-
ducers (Leiber & Stoller-1955),
and it has continued to do so
steadily ever since. The firm’s
growth during the past five
vears has been aided greatly by
its arrangements with hot indie
producers (some with their own
labels, others who produce spe-
cific artist for the firm); pro-
duction deals with many of the

key English producers; and
pacts with artists who handle
their own production work.

Rolling Stones Records

One of the most important
production/distribution deals is
with Rolling Stones Records
which 1is distributed in the
United States by Atlantic. The
first record by the Rolling
Stones on the Rolling Stones
label was produced by Jimmv
Miller. The late Brian Jones re-
corded “The Pipes of Pan at
Joujouka” for the label.

Asylum Records, the new
David Geffen- Elliott Roberts
label, has released two LPs to
date, both with new and excit-
ing artists. Judee Sill’s first al-
bum was produced by Henry
Lewy, John Beck and Jim Pons.
David Blue’s first Asylum re-

(Continued on page 37)

Famous Heavily Into
Independent Labels

8 Famous Music Corp. now
under the leadership of Tony
Martell, is heavily involved in
the distribution of independent
labels, No less than seven in-
dependents are manufactured,
distributed and marketed by
Famous Music including Steed,
Tumbleweed, Blue Thumb, Just
Sunshine, Family, Greene Bot-
tle and Neighborhood.

At the moment, Neighbor-
hood is the most prominent of
the labels as a result of their
best-selling Melanie single,
“Brand New Key,” and Melanie
album, “Gather Me.” “Gather
Me” is Melanie’s first product
on Neighborhood which she
owns in partnership with her
producer-husband, Peter Sche-

keryk. Other artists with forth-
coming product on Neighbor-
hood are Fat Alice from Dal-
las, Five Dollar Shoes and
Doreen Rose.

Blue Thumb, the Los Ange-
les-based label headed by Bob
Krasnow, is one of the most
respected of all independents.
Forthcoming albums include
the original cast recording of
“Lenny” and a new LP by Dave
Mason, formerly of Traffic.
Current Blue Thumb artists
include Mark Almond, Dan
Hicks and His Hot Licks and
Southwind. Blue Thumb has
top jazz product as well. Gabor
Szabo and Hugh Masekela re-
cord for them.

(Continued on page 51)

by Fred Foster, Monument has
had its biggest success with
Kris Kristofferson. His re-pack-
aged “Me and Bobby McGee”
has achieved over $300,000 in
sales from an initial $60,000
prior to re-packaging. Alexen-
burg called Kris “A superstar
through and through, and prob-
ably the hottest in the busi-
ness.”

Spindizzy, headquartered in
Westwood, Calif,, and headed
by David Briggs, has been at-
taining national prominence
through the talents of Nils Lof-
gren and Grin. Grin’s latest LP,
“1-+1,” with all songs written
by Lofgren, is already experi-
encing heavy FM play. “Nils is
the most talented 19-year-old
kid in the business,” said Alex-
enburg. “He’s just incredible.”
Briggs produced both Grin al-
bums. The label is also excited
about the just-released r&b act,
Big Mouth.

Entrance is the label of well-
known producer Chips Moman.
With hits this year by Cymar-
ron and Steve Alaimo, Moman
has expanded Entrance to in-
clude Tony Wine (“Knock Three
Times”), Dorsey Burnett (re-
member “Tall Oak Tree?”’) and
a new singer-composer, John
Christopher.

Track Record Speaks

Memphis-based TMI is head-
ed by Steve Cropper, and sports
such new acts as Ronnie Stoots,
Edgewood (their first LP “Ship
of Labor,” is due in late Decem-
ber) and unique artist Sarah
Fulcher. “Sarah” is the latter’s
first TMI release. The label has
had chart success with Roy
Head, and new LPs are about to
be released by Watchpocket and
David Mayo. Of Cropper, Alex-
enburg commented, ‘“His track
record speaks for itself.”

The Philadelphia-based pro-
duction team of Kenny Gamble
and Leon Huff directs the suc-
cessful Philadelphia Interna-
tional label. It’s said that the
Ebonys are finishing an LP,
while the single, “Conquer the
World Together,” by Bunny
Siegler and Dee Dee Sharp, has
just been released,

Rak is in London and headed
by British producer Mickie
Most. Theyv already have three
singles in the top 10 of England.
They are “Tom Tom Turn-
around,” by New World, “I Be-
lieve,” by Hot Chocolate, and
“Tap Turns on the Water,” by

(Continued on page 51)
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