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- Denniz BeYoung s & funny guy: If that statement
Ring contrary to avarything you've read, hoard and
1t's not surprising,
Allllouah the genesls of DeYoung's band Styx

. I8 wasn't untll 1970 that the -
-name and inked a record.
enl. Styx was anything but an overnight
succesn, However, by 1934, the band had put eight
into the top ten «— soven of them composed by

Be w:s. 1984 was also the year of the group's first .
vacation from recording and touring. Two

soen to his band Styx,

| gaas back to 19
. f,::" took thelr

docin't

of the band‘'s membars decidod to produce 2olo
rocords, Tommy Shaw and Dennis DeY: o

Prom the somber tone of ballads like “Babe,"
“Rent Of Timeas" and "Don't Let it End,” to the iyries
an the title track of Hesere Moon,
think DeVYoung ls a pretty serlaus guy. Anybody
wheo writes about lost innocence like he does,
seam like a prima candidate
coinedy spot an The Tanight Show, Well, BeYoung
may take his music seriously, but on any other
subject his tongue ia fivmly established In his cheek.

you'd grabahly

for the

Rich Suttom it doesn't seem, with the
success of Styx. that you would have had
to do the interviews and promotion that
you'te deing for this album. Do yau iike
gewing back into It again?

YOu iy ke sk Oy ki, 1

guys makes me sick! On| ng.

%?:lmelvlm right along.

R31 Far the last few Styx albums you
didn't have to. ‘

DB But | did anyway. | bet | did at least
100 per tour. So.1 was taiking. No ane
was listening, but | was talking.

R%: So far, what do you like best about
working without the band?

D1 1 don't have to wait for bags as lang.
You know, with five guys there's five
times as many bags and peaple to get in
;Imnuslnes. With-me, | grab my bag and |
eave: ’

RS What's the worst part about being
out there alone? .

Bk The worst part Is that with a graup
of guys there's always the little “in jokes"
and it's 6asy to make fun of everyone and
everything areund you when you're
traveling araund the country because
you've got your own little circle of yuks.

%) Were you a;prehemlve abaut doing
this selo record
BD1 Yeah, of course. | wasn't appre~
hensive ahout making the recard itseif
because {'ve written a lot ef songs and
produced a lot of recards with Styx and |
don't think the experience of making the
. recerd was in any way intimidating. But
-the idea of being aut there an your own
and seeing your name en the record
album .and putting your face en there,
these little insecurities will raise their little
heads late at night and bite you on the
neck. There's that period of “Ch my God,
will anybody like this* or will they just
2y, “By the way, what the warid needed
now‘was, one mwh;o;o album-from a
_guy inagreup, 50 on't you get sut
. gf here and stop bothering 3??9

Rm yg: mnﬂde’:a % all that ltk would
R pretty hard to Break awsy
from the assaciation with Styx, or did that
make any difference at al

BD: I'm the guy that sang most of those

Sty records that yoau're famillar with and

| bring my voice with me. That's okay
because I'm proud of it and It's done well
for me and I'm stuck with it, so whatam |
going to do. It's been good so far, the
reception to Desevt Moon.

"RE Qon't let this go to your head, hut

that line, "We bragged ahout the things
we've never done,” Is A good one:
DD1 That's you fsn't it? | knew it was you.

RS1 You read my letter, thank you.
BD1 | knew it was you. .

RS Why the phrase "Desert Moon"? Is

that a catcheail?

B Well, it was originally “Purple Rain,”

but... P

181 Sart of like Peter Wolf when he had
to change his song "“Rancing In The
Dark” to "Lights Qw?"

D1 Yeah, it. was gaing to be "Rurple

Rain," but | didn‘t want to hurt that kid's

chances.

R$: Have you heard Tomm}/ Shaw's
record?
D1 Yeas.

RS What do you think? .
D1 | think it's a geod record far him. -

RS For him? ’ :
DD Well, it's his recard. It's not a gond
record for me, it's @ good recard for him.

R!MreyauAaware of the song in it called
“Kiss Me Hello?"
P01 Should | be?

RS: Did you find anything an there that
{::d tvnougm might be direeted at the

BD: Honest to God, | did not pay tee
much attention te it, If it Is, God bless
him. { haven't got anything like that en

my recard because | think whatever the’

reasen It's a waste of time,

. RSt What wauld you say is the higgest

miscanception about Styx?

BB: ! think ane thing Is that the guys
‘were aiways eonsiderad ta be real serious
guys. 1 mean to the point of being too
senious. And we're not.
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RSt if the band has such a sense af
humor, why da you think it doesn’t come
thraugh in the music?

DD | think because by-and-large people
don't want it. Anybody who has a real
sense of humar in their music is nat very
successful. Go right down the line fram
Randy Newman to Cheap Trick. The
people who fool araund with camedy in
their music, not very successful because
peaple take their music seriously. Even
when we'd be funny on stage in frant of
our audiences, they don't expect It fram
you. It's not that they don't accept it ar
expect it — it's like gaing ta see Bill
Murray in “The Razor's Edge" and want~
ing to laugh. :

R$: Do bad reviews bother you?
BBt Only when they're senseless.

RS1 Have you ever taken action to fight

what yau felt was wrong in a review?
PD1 One guy got fired from a news-
r. ‘

R$: Tell me that stary.

B It was a linelous plece. We played
the Kilroy show which was twa haurs
and 40 minutes long. He wrote In the
paper that he hated the show and the
fans didn't fike it and the worst part was
that “these guys"” had the nerve to
charge S15.00 for a ticket and only play
for an haur and 10 minutes. He says it's
bad enaugh that they played this horrinle
music but they didn't even give yau youf
maney's warth. We read it in the news.
paper and one thing yau can't stand is
sameane ta write samething like that
bacause it hodes poorly for you as who
yau are. \We called the newspaper and
said, "By the way, you have to carrect it
that we played twa haurs and 40 mine
utes and the peapte did get their (]
worth.” They faund qut that the quy
wrate the review didn't go ta the show.

RS: Dennis, keing as successful as ynu've .
been, do you ever have any inclination ta
Just hang back and do something
else? L '
BD1 As a matter of fact, | really wanted
to be King of Manaca. No, | am where |
helang. I'm smart enaugh to know that
much. ‘
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