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Please-

NO gimmicks!

Frequent model changes to stimulate sales have never
formed part of the Ferrograph policy. Indeed, it is very
significant that in its external appearance today’s instrument
still bears a very strong resemblance to the original
Ferrograph of 1949. The fact that even after eleven years it
has not been found necessary to make any substantial
changes is obvious proof of the soundness of the
Ferrograph basic principles of design.

Today, when keen competition among manufacturers of Tape
Recorders is stimulating interest in 4-track heads, slower tape
speeds, cassettes and the like, it is appropriate that we should
once more re-state the Ferrograph policy.

Because Recording is our business, the unceasing efforts
of our engineers will continue to be directed towards
perfection in the recording function of the Ferrograph
rather than attempting to foster its adoption as a
competitor to the gramophone.

Those who have bought the Ferrograph in the past have
deliberately chosen it for its incomparably high standards of
performance and for no other reason. Among them we number
many of the leading personalities in the world of music and
drama, radio and television broadcasting organisations,
Government departments, record manufacturers and in fact all
who demand the highest attainable standards of quality

and dependability.

Based upon our intimate knowledge of the work being
carried out on the Ferrograph we believe that any
widespread introduction at the present time of narrow
tracks and slower speeds could lead to a general, and
regrettable, deterioration in the standards of tape
recording.

We affirm, therefore, our determination to make no compromise
with quality. The reputation enjoyed by the Ferrograph will
not be hazarded, either now or in the future, by the premature
introduction of any features that have not been proved
fundamentally sound and in the best interests of the user.

Series 4A Stereo 808
4A[N Two Speeds 33/7% i.ps. Two Speeds 3}/74 i.p.s. For use
Monaural Recording/Playback. with external Hi Fi amplifiers
8l Gns. and Loud Speakers. The all-

purpose machine for Monaural
and Stereo Recording/Playback.
105 Gns.

Three Independent Motors - Synchronous Capstan Motor - Recording Level Meter - Brief Stop - Interchangeable Plug-in-Heads
Switched Speed Change with Compensated Correction Network « Separate Tone Controls - High Fidelity 24 Watts Output Stage
Uses 84" Tape Spools - Gear-Driven Turns Counter + Automatic Switch Cuts Motors at End of Spool - Endless Loop Cassette (Optional Extra)

Ve lnconparable ferfograpz

BRITISH FERROGRAPH RECORDER CO. LTD.

(A subsidiary of the Ferrograph Company Ltd.)

88 HORSEFERRY ROAD, WESTMINSTER, S.W.l . Tel: SULlivan 5426/7/8
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bi Tapes

New Year Competition

Go to your nearest Dealer NOW?Y and every BI-Tapes

Pre-recording that you purchase will entitle you to enter
Free of Charge, The BI-Tapes New Year Competition.

Win the NEW MINIVOX °C’ Portable Tape Recorder
for yourself (Value 41 Gns.) and a complete stock of the

BIl-Tapes popular Pre-recorded range for your Dealer
(Value 30 Gus.).

Complete the voucher below and include a Sales Slogan of
not more than 6 words, and send it to us together with a
receipted bill for your purchase of BI-Tapes and you will
then be wncluded, once for every tape purchased, in our
New Year Competition.

[ e e e S e B e B I R C N A NI S P P T ——i e’

~ New Year Competition Voucher ~

S To: BI-TAPES LTD., 78 UPPER BERKELEY STREET, LONDON, W.1. %

{Mr. Dealer please complete this section)

I/We. Messrs. ... of

S Certify that:—

S
===
S Name of Purchaser of

=== Sugpested Sales IO i o e e S b RS

S= Has purchased from Us.......oeo -Reels of Bl-Tapes Pre-Recording Catalogue Numbers........

and receipted Bill for this purchase is attached.

'I'he result of this competition will be announced in the April 1961 issue of ‘Amateur Tape Recording ’
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRY IS JANMUARY 31st, 1961. SEE YOUR DEALER NOW

VVVVVVVVVVVV e e e \/‘\f\

WWW\/\/‘\/\MN‘\
B TR T TR TR TR
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troubadors
and

tuba men

INSIST ON Mas tertape

MASTERTAPE 1S PRECISION TESTED FOR PERFECTION

STANDARD LONG PLAY DOUBLE PLAY |
SIZES FTr— L e— SIZES e e

FEET TiME PRICE FEET TiME PRICE FFET TIME PRICE

Mss Mastertape thirs) | ¢ 1 o thies) | ¢ 5w tkima) |o w6

3" 150 16 uns 56 225 24w B 6 3 300 32 et 10 6

IS NOW AVAILABLE IN 3| 250 | 26 ., 90 350 | 37 .. 110 | 5 |[1200 2«8, |2 50

4" 300 | 32, 10 0 450 | 48 ,, 146 | 53" | 1700 3., 0. 2178

4 GRADES & 5 600 [tn duas [ 1 0O 850 |tw30wws | 1 80 | 7" | 2400 |4,,16-,, |4 0O
st 850 1,,30,, | 1 76 [1200(2,8, | 1150

SUPERGRADE

I_ SI E 7" | 1200 2,8 ., | 1150 | 1800 (3,12 ,., | 2 10 0

1750 2100 4,16 ,, | 3100 | 7" | 1200 |2= 8 ws |2 18 6

- MSS M as t er t ap e ima

MSS RECORDING COMPANY LIMITED, COLNBROOK, BUCKS. Tel. COLNBROOK 243
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Now at Tooting !

TAPE RECORDER and HI-FI CENTRE

offers unrivalled selection of
Professional and Domestic Machines

ON BEST POSSIBLE

NO INTEREST TERMS

FOR 12 MONTHS. 18-24 MONTHS H.P. AVAILABLE
ALL YOUR REQUIREMENTS FULLY SATISFIED WHETHER YOU
PURCHASE IN PERSON OR BY MAIL

SEND TODAY FOR FREE DETAILS ON ALL MODELS. A LARGE
SELECTION OF NEW & USED MACHINES AT BARGAIN PRICES

Officially appointed agents for : WE SPECIALISE IN
1
FERROGRAPH YORTEXION T _
REPS AMPEX
GRUNDIG BRENELL AND WILL OFFER THE BEST ALLOWANCE ON
SOUND WYNDSOR YOUR TAPE RECORDER, HI-FI EQUIPMENT, etc.
MONO RECORDERS Sound Prince ... ... 32 gns, *Brenell .. .. 92 gns. TSL
Verdik Sound De Luxe .. 45 gns. *Ferrogra v e B0 gRS. AKG
Geloso .. Sound Studio = ... 42 gns. Philips EL3536 ... 92 gns. TAPES
Kurland Hi-Fi .. Sanee ELAS4) 24 gs. TRANSISTOR BATTERY BASF
Brenell 3 Star Philips EL3542 v 59 gns. in Audiotape
*Brenell Mk. 5 Fje Musoii oo 30 B, it sl r R o Tepe
. imon ns., Clarion .. . .. &
wm::: :Ifl't:al;k 49 gns Saba HEFi o 79 gﬂ:- Shlord < 2 gk, Ferrograph
Walter 505 .. .. 57 gns' Robuk RK3 .. .. 36 gns. Butoba ... ... = 6; gns., Grund
*Telefunken 75 KL15 52 gns‘ Yortexion WYA ... 89 gns. Minivox ... . i gq gns. PRE-RECORDED TAPES
#Telefunken KLBS 79 3'15' Ferrograph 4A .. B1 gns. szlzt-blagnette ...... % gns. ACCESSORIES
Grundig TK20 A s Ferrograph 45 ... 88 gns. Steelman ... ... .. gns. TUNERS
Grundig TK24 ... MICROPHOMES AMPLIFIERS
Grundig TK30 ... SILREQ Reslo ol
Spect, 161 *Korting ... ... ... 68 . Lustraph o
V%rit::: Yenus *Harting HMB . 86 ::: Ca;e:r: e MOTORS
* MIC. EXTRA

FREE SERVICING — FREE DELIVERY — FREE TAPE OFFERS— 150 MACHINES ON DISPLAY — OUR MAIL ORDER
DEPARTMENT WILL DEAL WITH YOUR ENQUIRY BY RETURN. WRITE — PHONE — CALL FOR A QUOTATION
ON YOUR MACHINE. A LARGE SELECTICN OF USED TAPE RECORDERS. CALL AT OUR NEW SHOWROOMS :

RE EARLSFIELD LTD. 266 UPPER TOOTING ROAD, LONDON, S.W.I7
Tel.: BALham 7710

100 yards from Tooting Broadway underground station, opposite Tooting Market

Jannary, 1961 3
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BRITISH RECORDING CLUB
MEMBERSHIP FORM

FULL MEMBERSHIP
27/- PER ANNUM

To: THE SECRETARY,
THE BRITISH RECORDING CLUB,
145 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C4.
Dear Sir,

I wish to become a member of The British Recording
Club, I enclose my membership fee of twenty-seven
shillings (27/-), which includes my annual subscription
to the ‘Amateur Tape Recording' magazine.

'VOL. 2 JANUARY 1961 No. 6

THE OFFICIAL MAGAZINE OF
THE BRITISH RECORDING CLUB
INCORPORATING THE BRITISH TAPE RECORDING SOCIETY

Club, Editorial and Advertisement Offices:
145 Fleet Street, London, E.C4

Telephones :
Club and Editorial : Ludgate Circus 7918
Advertisement : Fleet Street 7732/2110
: Editor
- K. W. PETERS

: Technical Editor

Name F. C. JUDD, A.lnst.E.
Address Technical Adviser
F. WINSTON REYNOLDS, A.M.Brit.l.R.E., M.LW.M., M.Inst.P.
Club News Editor
PRtE oSS T. NURSE
e Advertisement Manager
ype of Recorder Used.......civiivisvisvissisnivronavavessives J. A. PEARCE
CONTENTS
ASSOCIATE MEMBERSHIP World Tape News Loy
5/. PER ANNUM Toffee-Box Tuner s - s po— e - - 8
Russ Conway ... woh B | o R e n
To: THE SECRETARY, : Christmas \:uum_ e Cim loe o ::
THE BRITISH RECORDING CLUB, j Hoginy Mopey moss gl wm e s e S
145 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.CA. O T, ™ mm e v am e e O
Dear Sir, = Clubman Profile — Eric Tromowsky .. ... .. o o il 27
I wish to become an associate member of The British | i Dear Sir. ..’ m—mm o m e . e e 28
Recording Club. I enclose my annual subscription fee of ;;':;: .ll: :::::“::d"“ Music e e e e e ‘ ;:
five shillings (5/-). { Tape And Disc Review ... .. .. Ao R e R T
NAME: cosvvoiniiiminimisirivisiass b e s e s i s i : What's New . = s iinia il e i T 40
: Home-Yi
AAATERE: i s IR R R R i 1. .;hmi Tricorder NP s seowmE 42
H 2. Grundig GMU3 Mixer ... R - 43
: Tete-A-Tape p, o, - - s - e 44
DAL, o .cvnvvsvmvsavessissiravonsinmesnsss ‘
Type of Recorder Used..........c.ccovveirineeneeninnanssaseens MEMB
Afuw}::: Memﬁ:&t'dbg NOir";;ncdn}e ":ma::: Tape Recording” ;;mﬂw- SCHOOL ERSHIP
w'my ﬂalr:res:rvfc\es wk‘f,:flﬂbmnm‘: a,:aitnbte, o 3 P AN S 27"!- PER ANNUM
To: THE SECRETARY,
MEMBERS WISHING TO THE BRITISH RECORDING CLUB,
‘ TAPESPOND’ 145 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C4.
Dear Sir,
ARE REQUESTED TO COMPLETE THE I hereby apply for membership of the British
FORM BELOW Recording Club on behalf of my School/University and
I would like to Tapespond and agree to my name and saciose. the: Membecsiitp. Foe of 27/~
address being published. I also agree to acknowledge all NGIME «.ooniviiiiriniiiiiiieiereenennanns Paté. .iovesveriins
replies I receive in response (o my entry in the Directory. School
NOMIE ocvirssicoonemsmonerarrssnmmpmmmasssmmayssssmaesassss SBE veanee Address of { Lfn;‘;frs;;y
Aress .......coriiiiiiiinnnnninisnnsnsnsnns [ s e e et s e e s e essaeeseneeee s neseeseesens
BLOCK LETTERS PLEASE 7 Number of { gﬁ‘p‘;ﬁ:ﬂs .............. Age Groups............
Interests......ivicsiiiivviniiainiviionivss Club Number......... Type of Recorder Available.............v.ooovervesseessnsessens
Taste in MUSIC.........cooooevrneenenierirsiesirreasrsnesrenssnns
Type of Recorder Used Size of Spool The part(s) of the world the School wishes to contact
Tape speed(s).........ocvrvrnrnne Occupation.........cc.ooovvnn. IS|QPE  wooovrneiiiirisicisnnniininsi i
W:' h o) e y The membership fee includes the annual subscription to
ich part of the world do you wish to contact?......... the ‘Amateur Tape Recording' magazine.
4 Amateur Tape Recording
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SECOND ANNIVERSARY

January 1959 saw the birth of our Club. In those
days it was known as the ‘ Tape Recorder Club’, but
its rapid expansion created a need for a new title and
it became the ‘ British Recording Club’. This name is
now known throughout the British Isles and in dozens
of countries overseas as a result of the world-wide cir-
culation of its publications and the vast tapesponding
network of its members. The latest medium through
which the Club is being brought to an even greater
number of people, is radio, for listeners to Radio
Luxembourg, Radio Europe and the BBC will have
heard the British Recording Club and its activities
mentioned.

Events have moved so rapidly over the past two years
that it has been a case of looking forward all of the
time and planning ahead, but let us stop for a minute
and look back at 1960.

For the Club it was definitely an Exhibition Year.
First the Audio Fair, followed by the Radio Show, the
Wakefield Tape Recording Exhibition, and the Radio
Hobbies Exhibition all saw the Club on show. The
interest shown by the general public has been one of

January, 1961

Club Member Eric Tronowsky (see page 27)

the most rewarding features of these Exhibitions. Pos-
sibly the most unusual result was the BBC broadcast
on the Electronic Music featured on the BRC Stand at
the Radio Hobbies Exhibition. It was put out on their
Overseas Service — in Arabic.

The total of active local Clubs has now reached 112,
having more than doubled the number in being at the
end of 1959. We have been happy to assist at the birth
of many of these new Clubs, and to accept their affilia-
tion to the BRC. May they all prosper in 1961.

Reference cannot be made to all the many events
which have contributed to make 1960 such a memor-
able Tape Year, but we will mention just one final, and
we feel, noteworthy fact. Over a thousand BRC mem-
bers have had their tapesponding entries published in
the Inter-Tape Directory during 1960. They come from
many walks of life, many different countries and from
every corner of the British Isles, except — but see what
David Lazell has to say about this in * Top Towns on
Tape’.

To all our readers and club members, we send our
best wishes for 1961. May it be a Record Recording
Year.

www americanradiohistorv com
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WORLD'S LARGEST SALES OF MAGNETIC TAPE
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WORLD TAPE NEWS

FERRODYNAMICS ENTERS
PRE-RECORDED TAPE FIELD
IN AMERICA

A SET OF six pre-recorded four track
stereo tapes, entitled ‘ Royal Music of
Europe’, has been released in America
by Ferrodynamics Corporation, magnetic
audio tape manufacturer. The six stereo
tapes, which are available individually,
mark the company’s entrance into the
pre-recorded field.

‘Royal Music of Europe’ contains
important but infrequentlar played works
of European composers during the per-
iod from Purcell to Beethoven, includ-
ing music by Mozart, Haydn, Bach,
Handel, Vivaldi, and Telemann among
many other less familiar composers.
Most of the compositions were not
previously available on tape. All music
on the tapes was recorded at Carnegie
Recital Hall.

Six previously unreproduced Picasso
drawings from a private collection have
been used as jacket designs for the new
series of tapes.

Frederick I. Kantor, Ferrodynamics
president, said that improved production
techniques will make it possible, in the
very near future, for his company to
market four track stereo tapes at the
same price as stereo discs.

A four-track stereophonic tape of
traditional Christmas carols in contem-
porary choral arrangements entitled
‘Noel ! Noel!’ is the first follow-up to
the initial six tapes issued by Ferro-
dynamics. The new Christmas release
includes 12 of the world’s most familiar
carols sung a cappella in arrangements
employing modern harmonics by the
Anne Phillips Singers.

Anne Phillips has been a featured
singer with several leading American
choral groups, including the Norman
Luboff choir. She studied music at Ober-
lin College and the New England Con-
servatory of Music. ‘Noel! Noel!’ is

January, 1961

her first recording with her own group.
The Anne Phillips Singers is a chorus
comprised of 25 voices, all of whom
have similar experience with leading
choirs.

Explaining her reasons for assembling
a new group for a Christmas tape, Miss
Phillips said, “After several years of
recording Christmas music with different
groups, I decided that each recording
sounded like all the others, and no one
had realised the full potential of the
beautiful, traditional carols.

“Our goal was not a jazzed-up ver-
sion of the music,” she continued, “nor
did we want to alter the inherent beauty
of the songs. We achieved the effect we
were looking for through modernising
the harmony of the music without alter-
ing the actual melody. We feel the result
is unusual, yet appealing to even the
staunchest traditionalists.”

We understand that in view of the
heavy duty on imported tapes, transcrip-
tions of these tapes will be made from
masters flown over from America, for
sale in this country, by Electro-Techno-
Dynamics Ltd., 101 Leadenhall Street,
London, E.C.3.

TAPE YOUR TALENT

‘Make A Tape’ is the title of a
talent contest sponsored by Curry’s Ltd.,
on Radio Luxembourg, starting on
January 8th at 7.45 and continuing for
13 weeks.

Listeners will be invited to submit
tape recordings of their act to the pro-
gramme to compete for the main prize
of an audition with a top record com-
pany, plus a combined stereo radiogram
and TV set or voucher equivalent. There
will also be prizes for the runner-up and
the winners of the 10 weekly heats.

Entry forms containing hints on how
to present acts on tape will be available
from all Curry’s branches.

(left) Mr. T. H. Tylor, Vice-Chairman of
the Royal National Institute for the
Blind receives a Grundig TK 20 tape
recorder from Eric Robinson on behalf
of Grundig (Great Britain) Ltd. The
ceremony took place at a cocktail party
given by Grundig (Great Britain) Ltd. at
their London Showrooms to celebrate
the sale of their 100,000th TK 20— a
record for any model anywhere. The
tape recorder is earmarked for the
Chorleywood Grammar School for Blind
Girls.

Mr. Tylor who is blind himself, is
Teacher in Jurisprudence and Estates
Bursar at Balliol College, Oxford of
which he is also a Fellow. He is an inter-
national bridge player and President of
the Midland Counties Chess Union.

7
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Natelie Core, roving correspondent for
the National Broadcasting Corporation
of America, and a BBC contributor, re-
cords a farewell conversation with Ralph
Gough, Fi-Cord's General Manager,
prior to returning to America. Miss
Core’s Fi-Cord is probably one of the
most travelled in the world, and has
been used to record conversations with
most of the world’s personalities.

(Mystified onlooker is Natelie Core’s
husband, playwright John O’Hare.)

FLASHES

One of the original tape recorders
(circa 1943) features in a dramatic scene
in the new Columbia film ‘I Aim At
The Stars’, which tells the story of the
inventor of the rocket, Wernher von
Braun. So if you go to see this film,
look out for the recorder. Historically
speaking, it should be operating at 30
ips. Is it ?

Pat Saward, Aston Villa captain is
the latest convert to tape recording. His
main uses for his tape recorder to date ?
Taping music and reciting Irish mono-
logues.

Arab musicians listen spellbound to a
recording of their own music. The
occasion was a banquet held at the
Marharba Palace in the heart of the old
Kashab in Tangier.
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WEHAVE RECEIVED numerous requests for a simple AM
tuner that will operate directly into a tape recorder. Readers
may remember that details of a simple crystal detector tuner,
were given in ‘ATR’ a few months ago and whilst a device
of this nature is adequate for those who are fairly near BBC
medium wave transmitters, it is not sensitive enough for dis-
tricts more remotely situated. A transistorised tuner with a
sensitivity equal to the simple valve tuner described in this
article would be comparatively expensive since at least two,
possibly three transistors would be required. Before proceed-
ing with a description of the simple valve tuner, a few words
on recording from the radio may not come amiss.

RECORDING FROM THE RADIO

Many tape recording enthusiasts do not realise that the
quality of reproduction achieved by recording from the radio
via the radio-set loudspeaker and the tape recorder microphone
is very inferior, however good the radio reproduction, the
microphone and the recorder. The next best method is to feed
the recorder direct from an extension loudspeaker socket, but
again reproduction will be comparatively poor since all the
hum and noise present at the output stage of the radio set
will be amplified along with the programme material.

The most successful method is to record direct from a radio
tuner or from the ‘detector’ circuit or an intermediate low
frequency amplifier in the radio receiver. This latter method,
however, entails having a connection made to the appropriate
point in the radio receiver and a socket fitted from which to
take a lead to the recorder. This is something which only a
competent engineer or someone with a good knowledge of
radio receiver circuitry can do.

The ideal tuner is of course, one which will receive the high
quality FM (frequency modulation) transmission on VHF. The
output from the discriminator in an FM tuner is very nearly
equal to a direct connection with the line from a broadcast
studio, These tuners are however fairly expensive. An AM
(amplitude modulation) tuner, which is roughly equivalent to

Vi, EF91, 6AM6 (See text) LI Denco Range 2 (BLUE) Maxi-Q }5 2
Ci & C4 300+ 300pF ganged L2 Denco Range 2 (GREEN) Maxi-Q ] 7% T&%%
X1 Crystal diode OA7%
_— HT+
l R4 - 200-300V
X! coss i‘Tm
Aty T ¥
5
k. S6KO
a |C6 Audio to
8 - == o, recorder or
o =" amplif ier
c4
s :E'ES Screened
2R3
» HT-
L 63V

_____________________ -

THE TOFFEE BOX TUNER CIRCUIT  FIG.1

The Toffee-Box
Radio Tuner

by F. C. JUDD, A.Inst.E.

the first half of an ordinary radio receiver, is the next choice
and although the quality from the detector is not equal to that
from the discriminator of an FM tuner, it is indeed far
superior to the output from an extension loudspeaker socket.

With simplicity and low cost as the major requirements, 1
have designed this little tuner to operate with components that
are readily available and to work from the simple power
supply described in the May issue of ‘ATR’, or from an HT
and LT socket if this is already fitted to the recorder. (The
tuner could, if necessary be operated from dry batteries,
six volts for the heaters and about 120 volts minimum HT.)
The HT supply should otherwise be between 200 and 300
volts and the valve heater supply 6.3 volts. The tuner requires
an aerial and in most cases a few yards of wire around a
picture rail will suffice. In areas fairly remote from a BBC
transmitter a short outside aerial may be necessary for inter-
ference free results.

The prototype was constructed in a ‘toffee-tin °; any clean
tin box of suitable dimensions will do. The original box was
approximately 6in. x 4}in. x 44in., being just large enough to
accommodate a simple flat chassis and the components. Don't
attempt to crowd everything into a smaller tin; in any case
the chassis layout should be exactly like that shown in the
diagrams. The tuning coils must be placed on either side of
the valve. There is a reason for this. The arrangement is simply
to introduce coupling between the two coils and therefore
some positive feedback in the amplifier. This positive feed-
back increases the gain of the amplifier and will do so up to a
point where the valve oscillates. The feedback is however
controlled by the variable capacitor across the cathode bias
resistor and is in effect a ‘ reaction control . Having now satis-
fied the technical enthusiasts as to why the layout is important,
we continue with some notes on construction.

The chassis can be cut from another tin box and is secured
to the front panel (the lid of the toffee box) by bending one
end at right angles. It can be soldered or bolted to the panel.
The physical size of the twin-ganged tuning capacitor is not
important so long as there is room for it, and almost any
3004300 pfd. capacitor will do. You may even use a
500500 pfd. if one happens to be handy, or can be bought
cheaply. Apart from placing the coils one each side of the
valve, the layout is not critical. The smaller components can
be accommodated on a six-way tagboard under the chassis.
The  reaction’ capacitor may be an air spaced type or mica
spaced type; it does not matter which, so long as the ‘ moving’
vanes are earthed.

For those who are too remotely situated to receive the BBC
medium wave stations, particularly the Light Programme, the
two coils L1 and L2, which plug into the standard octal valve-
holders may be replaced by two ‘longwave’ coils of similar
type (Denco range 1-Blue and range 1-Green). The tuner will
then tune to the BBC Longwave station on 1,500 metres
(Light programme), although a good aerial may be needed
to keep interference to a minimum.

The valve (V1) may be an EF91 or 6AM6 (Mullard). A
Mazda 6F12 or 6F33 will also operate satisfactorily. The
crystal diode may be a Mullard 0A79 or Osram GEX34 or
similar type; again the choice is not critical. Many constructors

Amateur Tape Recording
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may possibly find enough components in the junk box to
build this tuner. The capacitors may all be 350 volt working

pes and both these and the resistors (4 watt) should be
readily obtainable from any radio component dealer. ‘ Radio-
spares ' components are stocked by most radio dealers these
days. The remainder of the components are two octal valve-
holders, for the coils, one B7G pin valve holder for the valve
and a small insulated socket for the aerial connection.

The HT and LT supplies can be taken directly to the power
supply socket on the recorder or power pack, or via a four-
pin socket mounted at the back of the box. The same applies
to the output lead to the recorder, except that a two pin
socket is required and the lead must be screened all the way
to the recorder.

The circuit of the tuner is shown in Fig. | and the general
layout in Figs. 2, 3 and 4. No specific dimensions have been
given for the box; it should simply be large enough to house
the components comfortably. The placement of the coils, tun-
ing capacitor and valve should follow as closely as possible
the layout of Figs. 2, 3 and 4, which as you will see, include
point to point wiring details. The wiring should be carried out
as neatly as possible, making the leads no longer than
required to reach from one point to another.

Check all your connections before connecting up the HT
and LT. You should receive local BBC medium wave stations
without using the ‘reaction control’® which at first should be
turned fully anti-clockwise (vanes open). Start off with the
tuning slugs all in; the brass screws that protrude from the
tops of the coils move the slugs up or down. The screws
should now be turned anti-clockwise until about in. is
projecting from the tops of the coils). Now tune in the local
station by means of the capacitor. Adjust the tuning slug screw
on the Blue coil only until the signal is strongest. Volume
may now be increased with the reaction control but if you
turn this too far a strong whistle will be produced. The tuner
will of course have been pli:[gged into the tape recorder or an
amplifier for these tests. however, the recorder has no
through monitor system a pair of high resistance headphones
could be connected across the output of the tuner for the
initial testing. The tuning slug screws should be secured by
fitting 6BA lock nuts or by melting a little beeswax or sealing
wax over them,

There should be enough output from the tuner to fully load
the radio or pick-up socket of the average domestic recorder.
If the signal is, however, not sufficient to load these higher
level sockets, the microphone socket may be used. Take care
not to introduce hum by having excessively long leads between
tuner and recorder and/or power sockets. It is far better to
increase signal level by using a larger aerial rather than by
feeding the output into the microphone socket. If no radio
socket is fitted to the recorder you can of course, only use
the microphone socket.

The next constructional article will be one for the more
experienced home constructor. It will be a four channel
microphone and signal mixer using special low voltake valves,
that can be operated entirely from batteries, thus making the
mixer quite portable and completely independent of mains
power supplies.
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o Yoar the
WINSTON

‘T”oﬂom

Prove for yourself the quality of the
Winston Thoroughbred—just listen to its
performance! You'll marvel—and when you
study the supreme advantages of this
technically perfect tape recorder you'll well
understand the reasons for its supremacy.

% Three speeds: 15, 71, 3% inches/sec—gives 3 hrs. 12
mins. playing time on one 7" tape.
% Twin track recording.

% Three loudspeakers ensure live, natural tone for speech
or music.

% 1,800 ft. spool of long-playing tape supplied
—plus high sensitivity microphone.

% Built-in mixer unit enables you to
record your voice with standard disc
recordings, radio, or live music.

% Buift-in Public address system.

See and hear the
WINSTON ‘THOROUGHBRED*
at your local dealers.

09

NO EXTRAS
or £6 deposit and
12 monthly payments
of £5.1.0.

WINSTON ELECTRONICS LTD,,
Govett Ave., Shepperton, Middx.

Tel. : Walton-on-Thames 26321}
Cables: '‘Winston', Shepperton.
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RUSS CONWAY

Tape-viewed
by

Richi Howell

I have been here at the London Palladium many times in the
past but it has always been to photograph the artist sitting
beside me whom I am about to interview. He is a very shy
young man, always has been, so let's start by asking Russ Con-
way about this. Russ, you have always been shy, right from
the time I first knew you, which goes back quite a way now.
Are you still that way off-stage ?

I am with people I don't know. It has taken you a long time
to get to know me.

Well, that's quite true.

I am still reserved with evervbody. A sort of inborn wariness
of life in general, but with people I know I think the shyness
gets pushed in the background.

Now here is a stock question : has there been anything of an
embarrassing or an amusing incident particularly during your
naval career that you can tell us about ?

That’s more a shock question, but I can remember something
very embarrassing that happened to me when I first came into
show business. It was the time I was flown to Malta to play
for Gracie Fields, whom I had not previously met. She started
singing one of her old favourites, * Christopher Robin is Say-
ing His Prayers’. Well, as I was late arriving I had been given
some sandwiches and a very quick glass of ice cold beer just
before going on-stage and this must have been to blame
because just as she sang ‘ hush, hush, whisper who dares 7' I
went ‘ Yup !’ and disappeared in confusion. But Gracie was
amused, and so it all passed off very well. I can’t remember
anything else, at least nothing that I can say in public, I got
into a lot of fights and lost a couple of teeth in the Navy,
but I don’t really think I remember anything about those days.
Well, perhaps it's a good thing. Now you are, at the moment,
very busy writing a musical. Can you tell us how you are
going about it ?

You mean ‘ The Christmas Carol?

That's right.

Well, the idea was given to me actually by a fan. I read the
book, liked the idea and took it to a London impresario who
suggested that Sir Alan Herbert wrote the lyrics. I asked for
Russell Braddon, the Australian author who wrote * The Naked
Island *, to adapt the book and it has been going along fine. It
was almost completed and then I am afraid we had a great
disappointment, and it cannot be put on this year.

That is a pity because I personally was looking forward to it
very much. Now I know that during your Palladium act you
actually sing—(Russ laughed and said “ actually " ?)

Well, yes. But I also know that you would like to sing on
records. How does your A. & R. manager feel about this ?

I am happy to say, Norman Newall, my A. & R. Manager, has
told me that I can now go ahead, choose my own songs and
make my first vocal record whenever I would like to do it.
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Richi Howell in action with his Stuzzi Magnette interviewing
Russ Conway in the Star's London Palladium dressing room.

The only thing now is finding time and the right songs. I hope
to do it before the end of this year.

I am sure your many fans will be looking forward to it, Russ.
Now [ hear that you will no longer be making the honky-tonk
piano style of recording. Is there any truth in this ?

No truth at all. Although we have made two orchestral LPs
and a couple of orchestral singles, there is no truth at all in
the fact that we are not going to do any more honky-tonk.
We certainly will. As a matter of fact the recording studios
have just purchased a new honky-tonk piano because the old
one was getting nearly worn out. It was probably due to my
playing — it was getting too honky-tonk! Anyway, we are
going to go on making honky-tonk records. I wouldn't give it
up for the world.

Now when the Palladium Show finishes, which I believe is the
2nd week of December, you are going to Australia on a holi-
day. Is it strictly a holiday or are you going to whip in a little
concert or two here and there ?

It is strictly a holiday, and I am not going to whip in a little
concert, cantata, or anything at all when I am in Australia.
Have you got anything planned ?

No, there are four main reasons why I have chosen Australia.
Mainly because it is their summer and I do not expect to get a
summer holiday in England for some years to come. Secondly,
there are no currency problems, no Jlanguage problem and
although I am known by name out there, I am not known by
sight so I can stroll around the shops and beaches. When I
get there I intend to hire a car and to drive all around the
coast of Australia, and go swimming in the mornings, swim-
ming in the afternoons, swimming at nights.

So vou just ain’t going to do nothin'?

1 ain’t going to do nothin’.

My particular LP favourite at the moment is ‘ My Concerto
For You'. Have you got anything similar to this in mind
which you are going to do either before you leave for Aus-
tralia or when you come back ?

Yes. Here we cerlainly come back to the honky-tonk piano
question, which as I say we are not going to forsake at all.
But I have already made, for release I understand, in February,
1961, an orchestral LP with Tony Osborne and his Orchestra,
of show music —‘ Some Enchanted Evening’, ‘ Hello Young
Lovers’, a lot of Rogers and Hammerstein music, some of
Noel Coward’s — all music from the stage shows.

That looks another * must' for my collection.

Well, we have tried to vary the style of playing as much as
possible and the type of orchestration, so as not to become too
much of a sameness all the time. And there’s another LP to
come, featuring cinema music.
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‘F}’har the old great music of the cinema musicals ?
es,
That should be really something as well.

One other thing, I know that you use a tape recorder quite
a lot, particularly when you are composing and playing over
portions of what you have already got on music. Do you feel
that tape recorders today give you the quality and reproduc-
tion that you expect ?
I should imagine a lot of it depends on the price you are
prepared to pay for a tape recorder and the equipment you
can set up yourself if you like, but one main thing I, as a

pianist, find lacking with tape recorders basically is the
microphone, because you have either got to have someone
hold the microphone, or stand it on the piano and get the
vibration of the piano going through the set. Could a stand
be manufactured which could be raised or lowered and with
an arm which would hold the microphone ? I get into a terri-
ble state at home fixing up broomsticks and bits of string to
try and hold the mike in position.

But wouldn’t you have thought that it's more the quality of the
microphone than the position of it, Russ, with regard to
vibration ?

No, I wouldn’t. You know I am not technically minded about
this sort of thing, but I am convinced that any microphone
which is in contact with something which is vibrating, is going
to pick it up whether it is a good quality or a bad quality
microphone.

Do you use a portable tape recorder ?

I have got a portable and a large one which T keep at home
and there again I am lacking considerably in music technicali-
ties and rudiments and I find it difficult to write down things,
so I play what I compose, put it on tape and then give it to
a qualified musician to write it out for me. That is my main
use for the large recorder. The portable I sometimes carry
around the dressing room.

So you really find the tape recorder of ereat use to you ?

Definitely. I don’t know what I would do without it. It used to
take me about four or five days to try and write down eight
bars of music — readable ! But now I just play it on piano and
someone who knows me and my style of playing and compos-
ing can put down exactly what I want.

Well, I know that you have now got to get changed for your
main number at the London Palladium so may I, on behalf
of ‘ATR ' readers say rthank you, Russ Conway, for this tape-
interview.

GREAT NEWS

0 ] f

—
PR T e

AMATEUR TAPE RECORDING AND

POPULAR HI-FI MAGAZINE COMBINE.

YES THAT IS OUR HAPPY NEW YEAR NEWS.

BIGGER AND BETTER BUT STILL ONLY 2/-. BE SURE

TO ORDER YOUR FEBRUARY COMBINED EDITION
NOW.

Amateur Tape Recording
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SENSATIONAL NEW ACHIEVEMENT
IN RECORD REPRODUCERS £

N THE UNIQUE

UPER TEI

It's here | The Record Reproducer you must have for
the most brilliant, all round performance. A triumph
of advanced technical research, the Super TEN is

one and only portable gramophone specially designed as
an accessory to Tape Recorders, Radio Sets and other
Amplifying systems. Let the facts speal for themselves.

] You can convert your radio set into a

radiogram—for only £7.19.0 !—just plug in!

2 Latest type heavy duty 4 speed synchronous

motor and deck brilliantly designed by

E.M.l. engineers.

3 Heavy duty turntable ensures “‘wow''-free

operation and smooth running.

4 Specially selected high grade high impedance

crystal cartridge pick up gives hi-fi quality

output,

5 Precision balanced tone arm and head pro-

vide perfect tracking which cuts down recard

wear and (scratch) surface noise.

6 Superbly constructed lightweight portable
case, beautifully finished in two tone blue
and grey.

7 Special lead supplied for direct connection
to your tape recorder, radio or amplifier,

8 Works in conjunction with our tape mixing
ade. Any amateur can "‘mix'" radio, disc,

T.V., live music and vocal items on tape to
professional standards. See below,

9 Long 3 core mains lead included — no

extras to pay for.

‘Io By removing 4 screws, the motor board —
complete with pick-up—Ilifts out of the case
and the complete unit can be fitted into
your own cabinet in a few minutes.

THE SUPER TEN SPELLS SUPER QUALITY
SUPER PERFORMANCE : SUPER VALUE!

First-class engineering and planned production £7. I9.0
The Super TEN,

result in realistic pricing!
despite its overwhelming advantages, costs only TAX PAID

and you can use it with the

TAPE MIXING ADE Q

With the Tape Mixing Ade you can star in your own show-mix n:curamz
different sources of sound such as voice and background music. Operates witl
any Tape Recorder, Radio, Television, Radiegram or combination of ar;y. Gives
professional tape recording results without technical knowledge. £5.5.0. Ask
your dealer for descriptive leaflet or write for full information on both these
products to Dept. A,

ELECTRONIC ADES (London) Ltd.

6 ALPHA ROAD, TEDDINGTON, MIDDLESEX
Phone : TEDdington Lock 1677

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

A Christmas Western

or
d Pestern Christmas

This nonsense play for tape recording is intended to be sprung
on your guests at a Christmas Party. The main characters should
be played as ‘ take-offs ' of the many originals on which they are
loosely based.

The commercials may be farmed out one each to the remaining
guests or played by one or two players as desired; background

music may be used if available. The ‘ noises-off ' may be authentic
or 'corny' as the occasion demands. Reference to Christmas
can be removed by the slow-coaches who finally got round to
recording this next Michaelmas.

The main idea is to have fun. Permission for Rights to
Perform and record are hereby granted to all ‘ATR' readers.

CHARACTERS

Narrator

Dessie Bell, our hercine

Rase Head, our hero?

Ree Cord Burton, dastardly villain
Tacup Spool, Dessie Bell's old paw
Commercial Announcer(s)

(Sound Effects)

Narr.: Howdy folks. Well, Ah guess you all know what
season this is. And we had 'n idea you might like us to do
one of them epics fur yer entertainment. In the Old Days yer
Maws and Paws use ter ride down Main Street to the Theatre
decked out all sassy but you just stay right where y'are and
this ’ere new fangled ribbon machine’ll bring it all to you.
And if you close your eyes you can imagine it’s one of them
kinescope boxes folks is now looking at in their parlours.
O’course, it do mean you gotta put up with this sorta thing.

Comm.: This programme comes to you by the courtesy of
Hay — the space-age breakfast food. It looks like, it tastes like,
it is— Hay. Eat Hay with strawberries and cream — you'll
love it.

(Jingle) Remember what the horses say, nothing tastes as
good as Hay.

INarr.: Well, that’s progress. You gotta have the commercials
folks. Goshdurn it, you would 'n, if I'd my six-shooter handy.
Well, our big drammer opens. The scene is near Two Track
Gulch. Upper Track is the boundary of the Magic-I Ranch
where old Tacup Spool and his daughter Dessie Bell hang out.
Lower Track is the favourite haunt of those thieving rustlers
the Burton Gang. When our drammer opens Dessie Bell is
reading by the fire on Christmas Day. Her Paw is out in
response to another call from the range. These have been
happenin’ with increasing frequency. Dessie Bell ‘Il tell you
why when she puts her book down. It's likely to be some time
though. It’s * Lady Loverley’'s Chattels .

Dessie Bell : (reading) At last they were alone. This was the
moment they had dreamed about. Now they could play on the
see-saw without the other kids of the neighbourhood screaming
all over the place.

(Knock at the door)

D.B.: Who could that be so late? I hope nothing has
happened to Papa. I told him.to stay away from Two Track
Gulch. Ree Cord Burton and his Gang will kill him for sure.

(More insistent knock)

D.B.: Come in.

(Door opens and closes)

Rase Head : Hi, Dessie Bell. I told you I'd be round again.

D.B.: Why, Rase Head 7 You mustn’t come here. Papa will
kill you. You know he doesn’t approve of our carrying on.

R.H.: No matter of that now. I hear the Burton Boys are
rustling your cattle through Two Track Gulch.

D.B.: We know. Papa’s ridden to fetch the Sheriff from
Base Boost.

R.H.: Sorry to disappoint you ma'm. He won’t be in time.

Comm.: For the time being, choose a Neelyrite watch. It's
the nearest thing to Greenwich Mean Time and I do mean
time. And the exclusive Neelyrite feature: no need
ever to adjust a Neelyrite, because it's never more than
Neelyrite.

D.B.: How d'ya mean Rase ? He won't be in time.

R.H.: Sheriff Watts won’t be there, Dessie Bell. He's gone
away for Christmas.

D.B.: How thoughtless of him.

R.H.: When d'you reckon Paw Spool'll be back, Dess ?

D.B.: Any time now, Rase. You'd better be hittin’ the trail.
I guess. If I'd knowed you was comin’ I'd . . .

R.H.: You'd what, Dess ?

Comm.: May and Baker Cake Mix mixes cakes better than
any baker. M. & B. Mix is ahead of all others. 1t's nine o'clock
tested every afternoon by a panel whose names are withheld
to protect the guilty. Prepared exclusively in a well-known
public laboratory, May and Baker Cake Mix takes the cake.

D.B.: You must go, Rase. Please.

R.H.: You want me to ?

D.B.: No. I mean, yes. Your love mean’s nothin’ to Papa.

R.H.: Course not. It isn’t him I love, Dess. But he’s agoin’
to need me and I'se agoin’ to be here when he comes so’s we
can get agoin’ after them critters rustlin’ your cattle. The swine.

D.B.: Don't you call our cows names, Rase Head.

R.H.: No, it’s the Burton Gang I'm acallin’.

Comm.: Drinka Pinta Gina Day. The Gin Marketing
Board recommends Gin with Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner. Try
the tongue test for yourself. Drink a bottle of Gin and a bottle
of Brand X, one after the other. Brand X is the one that
tastes like detergent. Which is not surprising — so don't forget
folks, Drinka Pinta Gina Day.

D.B.: Rase. What are we going to do ?

R.H.: Do as the man says. Get the Gin bottle, Dess.

D.B.: Hark. I hear daddy.

(Horses hooves)

Amateur Tape Recording

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

by Roy Russell (of Wyndsor Recording Company Ltd.)

R.H.: Gosh, I thought he was getting too old to gallop at
that speed.

D.B.: He's on his horse, silly.

(Door opens and closes)

Tacup Spool : I thought I told you not to be seen in these
parts.

D.B.: Papa. Rase has come to help you chase the Burton
Gang outa Two Track Gulch.

R.H.: Yep. If there’s gonna be any gun play. I guess I'll
stretch those critters to their limits.

T.S.: Ah. extended play, eh ? All right, son. Let’s go erase
‘em.

D.B.: Rase, be careful.

R.H.: T will, honey.

T.S.: O.K. Rase. If we clean these rustlers up you can stay
to Christmas Dinner.

R.H.: Dess. Get that Christmas Pudding steaming. Or we'll
be back ’fore it’s ready. S'long.

(Opening of door and fading of horses hooves)

D.B.: Good luck. Come back soon.

(Fade up horses hooves)

R.H.: Why ?

D.B.: Well, the commercials don’t last that long.

R.H.: Tell ’em not to put that one I like on until 'm back.

(Fade out hooves again)

Narr.: End of Part One.

Comm.: Are you fed up with your clothes being whiter than
white ? Do vou feel like one of a million umpires ? why not
be different ? Do your monthly wash with Drizz, the new
deterrent with the exclusive degradient. Drizz is different. Drizz
washes black, the deep down funeral black. Drizz never shows
the dirt because Drizz is blacker than black. Buy Drizz and get
as filthy as you like.

Narr.: End of Part Two.

Comm.: Do you feel tired in the mornings ? Do you wake
up listless, irritable, up-in-rthe-air and down-in-the-mouth ? If
you do — can you wonder nobody loves you ? Take one tea-
spoonful of Slosh, the miracle pick-u-up and wake up— yes,
sloshed.

Narr.: Several hours have passed and Dessie Bell anxiously
awaits the return of her father and her . . . and Rase Head.

D.B.: I do hope nothing has happened to them. If Ree Cord
Burton and his Gang have hurt them I'll —

(Door is kicked open)

R.C.B.: Well, what will you do ?

D.B.: (terrified) Gee, Ree. I was just gettin’ something to
eat for you. Just in case you passed by,

R.C.B.: T ain’t passin’. I'm comin’ in. (slam of door)

D.B.: Sure, Ree.

R.C.B.: You betcha, Dessie. And you know what I'm here
for.

Comm.: It's delightful, it's delicious, and it's all dressed up
to intrigue you. It's the Choc-Choc Bar. The Choc-Choc Bar
has all the chocolate outside and the colourful wrapping inside.
So you eat the chocolate first and throw the wrapper away last.

R.C.B.: Come on, Dessie. Come over here.

D.B.: It isn’t quite cooked yet, Mr. Burton. I mean Ree.

R.C.B.: I said come here. Some things is more important
than food.

D.B.: Oh, if you want a drink the gin is in the bottle th—

R.C.B.: I haven't much time Dessie. I've always wanted yer.
Yer know that.

D.B.: And I've always said ‘ No '. Nearly always.

R.C.B.: Guess then this’ll be the last time.

D.B.: (with a gasp) Ree! That’s blood on your shirt !

R.C.B.: Yeah. Guess this it is.

January, 1961

D.B.: Don’t grab at me like that, Ree. This is a clean blouse
I got on.

WNarr.: Sorry, folks. There’s no commercial at this point.

R.C.B.: Yeah, those durned coyotes got me: your father
and Rase. He's quick on the trigger, that boy Rase.

D.B.: I'm going to marry him. Ree.

R.C.B.: What with a pretty face like yours ?

Comm.: A pretty girl is like a melody. You can buy yourself
a pretty face for a song. Any song will do. Try this new all-
singing face powder Murk. Men will stare at you if you have
that Murky look. Murk costs only five guineas an ounce
bottle. Or, in the economy size, two-and-nine.

D.B.: Let me dress that wound, Ree.

R.C.B.: No use dressing me up where I'm goin’ Dess. I'm
done for.

(Thud of falling body)
D.B.: Ree. Don't go. Evrthin’s gonna be awlright.
(Door opens and closes)

T.S.: Sure is, Dess. Rase, erase this hunk o’ varmin.

R.H.: 'Fraid he’s past needin’ help from me, Mr. Spool.

T.S.: You mean . . .

R.H.: Yeah. "Fraid he’s passed.

D.B.: Pity. There's enough Christmas dinner for four.

Comm.: The new Burns Cooker caters for the whole family.
And the eye-level grill means that without your having to bend
down the fat can spit all over your face. Remember; if it's
cooking, it's Burns for all your food.

R.H.: Well, Paw, do I get the girl ?

T.S.: If you stop callin’ me Paw you get the Christmas
dinner.

D.B.: And the girl, Papa ?

T.S.: I suppose so. You'll come in handy if we get any more
rustlers around these parts.

R.H.: Right. Rustle up the food Dess and let’s get with
Christmas.

Narr.: And as the food starts slowly sinking down their
vests, we say farewell to the Magic-I Ranch, Two Track
Gulch, Rase Head, the late Ree Cord Burton, old Tacup Spool
and beeyutiful Dessie Bell. Oh yes, and to those dreadful
commercials.

All.: Merry Christmas everyone.
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
To all users of tape

Don’t let the others put a spoke in your reel!
Emitape is easily recognisable in its 4-spoke reel.
But be warned. Emitape is not now the only record-
ingtapesoldona4-spokereel. Avoid disappointment
in your recordings. Make sure your tape is Emitape.

Look

for the name

EMTTZ& AIPE Emitape

/ on your

/ /; 4-spoke reel

EMITAPE DIVISION, EMI SALES & SERVICE LTD, HAYES, MIDDLESEX

16 Amateur Tape Recording
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ALL THINGS considered, it’s a pretty remarkable feat to
reach the age of 90. Personally, I don’t expect to. I reckon
that even if The Bomb doesn’t get me I've still got to run the
gauntlet of Air Pollution, Reckless Driving, Food Preserva-
tives, The Elements, Banana Skins and Taxation.

Nevertheless, Granny Mac survived three wars, two hus-
bands, eight sons and daughters and 23 grandchildren, with
several ‘greats’ and one newly-hatched *great-great’ thrown
in for good measure. But when Granny was born in 1870 they
were turning out good stuff, and she was no flibberty-gibbet
jerry-built edifice designed to pop off somewhere around 70.
Granny was built as sturdily as the Aberdeen granite of her
birthplace, and her eye was as bright, her faculties as unim-
paired, her tongue as barbed as it had ever been. Her only
deterioration was an enfeeblement of the legs which forced
her to spend most of her time in a chair and to use a thick
blackthorn stick when she walked.

Unfortunately, Granny wasn’t mine. She belonged to Till,
a Scots girl of my acquaintance, who was the fifteenth grand-
child, and as usual it was the tape recorder which brought me
into the orbit of the old lady’s matriarchal splendour, for
Granny was having a birthday party which was to be a
tremendous and vital event worthy of recording for any further
posterity which might join the Mac tribe. It was her own idea,
too, although of course the family had it in their minds any-
way. Jill told me she'd said :

“Ah’m 90 come Hogmanay, and Ah’m no optimistic enough
tae think Ah’ll reach ma 100, so ye’ll make this year a wee bit
special, won’t ye ? An’ Ah don’t want some miserable bitty
bun-feed like ye'd hold for the bairns. Ah'll hae a PROPER
party, d'ye hear, an’ no nonsense aboot it.” So a proper party
she was to have. They hired a hall and a four-piece orchestra
and a piper from a local amateur pipe band to greet the
haggis. The piper turned up vaguely inebriated, but as it was
Hogmanay and freezing cold outside and his naked knees
were blue everybody forgave him.

I made sure to fashion myself a barricade in the corner
where the plug point was to protect the Grundig from damage.
I'd seen too many tape recorder owners mourning shattered
equipment after a party, and now if anybody came within
knocking-over distance they'd fall first. I had two five-inch
spools and a special three-inch correspondence tape for
Granny’s exclusive use.

Granny's eldest son was first to arrive. He was an upright
big man of 70 who'd been a sergeant in the Black Watch and
bore himself accordingly. He also bore two bottles of whiskey.
His tubby grey wife was with him, followed by a Caimn terrier
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HOGMANAY

by Lorna Guiston

and a dejected-looking bespectacled woman of some 40
summers and a few more winters, to whom the fond parents
euphemistically referred as ‘OOr Wee Lassie’. The Cairn
terrier celebrated his entry by disgracing himself against the
leg of the table, and Oor Wee Lassie, cluck-clucking, dropped
to all fours and dabbled with paper serviettes, so that the rest
of the guests, who were now pouring into the hall like a burn
in spate, were presented with the startling vista of her narrow
brown rear and upturned brogue-soles creeping about in the
middle of the room. This so upset a young great-grandchild
that he burst into a wail of alarm and provided me with a
variation on the tape theme of clattering feet, herd cries of
recognition and ripples of meaningless laughter. There seemed

no end to the Macs, as if every boat and plane from Glasgow
had plied to Belfast for the family’s especial benefit.

With a shrewd sense of drama, Granny Mac reserved her
entrance unfil all the tribe were assembled. She came stum
ing through the door between a stalwart grandson on one side
and the taxi-driver on the other, glaring around her as if to
dare anybody to notice how heavily she leaned on the arms
of the two young men, but she couldn’t hide her look of
relief when she reached her chair and Jill put a steaming cup
of tea into her hand.

“ Thank you, dear,” she panted. “ That’s guid.”

When she had drunk it she was revived as a plant that has
been watered, and all eager for the party to begin. So the
party began.

Everybody had to get into the act, and the Grundig rocked
to the strains of the retired Black Watch Sergeant bellowing
out Scottish folk songs, sopranos twittering, tenors soaring,
baritones rollicking, a would-be comedian and the inevitable
childish party-pieces from the younger fry. When the wells
of talent ran dry and the dancing began, Granny sat swaying
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and banging her stick on the floor in time to the music,
giving vent to joyous whoops during the Gay Gordons. She
was clearly in her element.

I finished the last track of the second five-inch tape just
before the orchestra, jaded, adjourned for supper, and fitted
‘Granny's tape' in preparation for the haggis. The steaming
dish made its entry with dignity, heralded by the piper, coax-
ing the pipes through wails and squeaks into *Scotland the
Brave ' while the haggis cringed in anticipation of imminent
extinction.

Now was the climax of the evening. Granny's finest hour.
With concerted heaving from those on each flank, she was
propelled to her feet. This was the signal for me to arrange
the mike to her best advantage, which I did with earnest
meticulousness. The old lady fixed me with her bright button
eye.

“Ah presume Ah’'m on the air 7" she said grandly. To her
all electrical appliances which gave forth sound were wire-
lesses, and she could never grasp the theory of tape, so 1 had
to assure her that she was indeed on the air and all clear
to go.

At that poignant moment Oor Wee Lassie was stricken with
a coughing fit. She coughed and she choked till her eyes
rolled and her sallow face was suffused and her glasses fell
off into the sugar bowl. The Cairn terrier began to bark and
yelp, and in his agitation sullied another table leg and the
adjacent ankle of a dignified stockbroker Mac.

Granny was outraged.

“Drat that creature !
Wheesht, wheesht, will ye!"

But Oor Wee Lassie was beyond wheeshting, and in the end
she, fthe Cairn and the stockbroker Mac had to be bundled
out for air.

she stormed. *“ Be quiet, girrl.

Ruffied and fuming, Granny lifted up her voice and
delivered Burns’ oration to the haggis with impassioned wrath,
casting baleful glances towards the door in case the disturbers
should return. It was a wonderful performance, and the
applause was wholehearted. Granny stayed bravely on her
feet until it died down, then she lowered herself back into her
chair with a grunt of relief.

“Weel now, when can Ah hear me ? " she demanded, still
thunderous,

“ Right away,” I told her.

“ Guid. Get on with it, then, and if Ah hear one sound
from any of you bairns . . . "

It wasn't only the bairns who shuddered. Deathly hush fell
on the room as I fast-wound to the beginning of the tape,
and every eye turned to the Grundig. I went cold to think
what would happen if it hadn’t recorded.

Fortunately for me, the tape was perfect, and the matriarch
listened with an expression which gradually lightened as her
strong old voice soared from the amplifier. When it was done
she beamed all round, drawing the whole company into the
rays of her restored benevolence.

“ ¥Ye'll hae tae admit yon's no bad for 90,” she said proudly.
“No bad at all. Ah’'m no done yet.” She put her head on one
side, and her smile turned to a grin of pure mischief.

“ Maybe Ah'll be lookin’ for anither beau this year,” she
announced. “Ah just feel like settin’ ma cap again. Maybe Ah
will, now, maybe Ah just will.”

And knowing Granny Mac, I wouldn’t be a bit surprised
if she did, at that.

» LEARN -

RADIO & T/V SERVICING
for your OWN BUSINESS /HOBBY

by a new exciting no-maths-system, using practical
equipment recently introduced to this country.
FREE Brochure from:—
RADIOSTRUCTOR
DEPT. G85, READING, BERKS.
(1-61)

WELLINGTON ACOUSTIC LABORATORIES LTD.

WAL GAIN TRANSISTORISED PRE-AMPLIFIERS. Many applications,

extra gain for Mics, Tape Heads, Pick-Ups, etc. Supplied complete

with phono plugs, battery, screened lead, etc. Mono version £5,

Stereo £7.10.0.

WAL BULK TAPE ERASER. Erases both tracks, 7in. reel of tape

in 30 seconds. Full literature. £7.18.6,

WALTRAK TRANSISTORISED AUDIO OSCILLATOR, Pocket version,

1,000 c.p.s., supplied complete with probe, battery, etc. Indispens-
able accessory for Service, testing, ete.
£6,10.0.
Full  technical literature. Supplied
through all the leading dealers, but
we are always pleased to send details
and advise if you write to us.

WELLINGTON ACOUSTIC LABORATORIES Ltd.
FARNHAM, SURREY. (Farnham 6461)
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THE BRENELL MARK 5 TAPE RECORDER

BRENELL ENGINEERING CO. LTD. 1a DOUGHTY STREET, LONDON WC1
CHANCERY 5809 and HOLBORN 7358

GD412

sixty-seven pounds
four shillings
very well-spent

No small amount of money this. Nevertheless, you know that a
machine which really satisfies an enthusiast, usually cost much
more. The question of how much value for money does the
Brenell offer, is largely answered by the specification below. We
believe you will agree that it leaves little or nothing to be desired.
But even that is not all.

The Mark 5 (and every other Brenell) now has a main motor of a
new and remarkable kind. An HYSTERESIS SYNCHRONOUS
MOTOR with a balanced outer rotor, and a heavy statically and
dynamically balanced flywheel. It brings ‘ wow and flutter > down
to below .1% at 7% ips! Although this motor is an increased
component cost, the prices of our equipment remain unaltered.
And there are still more features to be taken into account. The
Mark 5 will take 8%in. diameter reels. There's provision for two
extra heads for dual channel, stereo, or monitoring. The amplifier
can be used independently.

How much value does all this add up to ? Listen to the Brenell.
Compare it. Look inside and see the fanatical care with which we
manufacture and assemble. It would be sixty-seven pounds four
shillings very well-spent.

Sole Manufacturers :
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Abridged Specification

3 INDEPENDENT MOTORS

4 RECORDING SPEEDS

FAST REWIND either direction.

1,200ft. reel rewound in 45 seconds.

WOW AND FLUTTER

Below .057 at 15 ips.

Below .17 at 7} ips.

Below .157% at 3% ips.

Below .257% at 1} ips.

FREQUENCY RANGE

15 ips : 50/16,000 c¢/s == 3 db.

7% ips: 60/12,000 c/s == 3 db.

3% ips: 60/7,000 c/s = 3 db.

1Z ips : 60/4,000 c/s == 3 db.

SELECTIVE FREQUENCY

CORRECTION at 15, 71 and 3% ips.

SENSITIVITY

Microphone : 2.5 MVYs into 2 megohms.

Radio or pick-up : 100mVs into 150K/ohms.

OUTPUT

4 watts into 15 ohms.

INTERNAL SPEAKER

9in. x 5in. elliptical hi-fidelity model.

SOCKETS

1. (input) for high impedance microphone.

2. (input) for pick-up, radio or F.M. tuner.

3. (output) for headphone monitoring or to
feed signal to ext. amplifier,

4. & 5. Two co-axial sockets on chassis for
permanent Radio/Gram input connection,
and monitoring through extra amplifying
system.

6. (output) for ext. loudspeaker. Plug inser-
tion automatically disconnects int. speaker.

EXTRAS

Crystal microphone £3/3/-,

Ribbon microphone £10/10/-,

Metered amplifier £5/5/-.

*3 STAR...
MK.5 DECK
*3 STAR STEREO.....
MK.5 STEREO ...

* 1 track models available.

Hrenell
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This is the tape YOU need

No matter what you want to record . . . no matter which tape recorder you use
. . . for results that do complete justice to the original sounds, use Philips Tapes.
Why are they so outstanding? Just look at these advantages:

Great sensitivity and wide frequency range + Low noise level and unvarying
high quality - Strong pvc base—resistant to stretch or snapping * Powerful
adhesion of magnetic coating.

Available in 37, 47, 5", 53" and 7"

reel sizes: the last three sizes are

%H I ll p s b packed in durable books designed for
e convenient storage and quick refer-

o ence. Philips Tapes are made in

three types: standard, long-play, and
double-play.

Look for

PHILIPS
TAPES

in the new handy dispenser

/// |

& _,J; /27 //éim-;, ;

PHILIPS TAPES ARE A PRODUCT OF

é PHILI PS ~the friend of the family

PHILIPS ELECTRICAL LTD - CENTURY HOUSE r SHAFTESBURY AVENUE - LONDON -WCa2
(PR3600)
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ANNOUNCEMENT

Will Club Secretaries continue to send news to :—
TERRY NURSE,
161 Stuart’s Road,
Birmingham 33,
not later than the 20th of the month. Send plenty
of news in because THIS IS YOUR JOURNAL.
Interesting photographs are also invited.

1960 was THE year in which local tape clubs doubled
in number, and it was also the year in which they began to
make a notable contribution to the community. Now we are
in 1961 — the year which promises to be * Humanitarian Year’
for the clubs: a year in which a new three-way relationship
will be established between themselves, the humanitarian
organisations, and the public. Already the image of the ‘tape
club’ is beginning to be established in the mind as something
beyond a mere gathering of enthusiasts for participation in a
hobby. Through the local press, in particular, the public is
learning that in the ranks of the tape clubs are unselfish
devotees bent on helping the community in which they live.

For instance, when I heard on BBC’s ‘ Radio Newsreel ’,
recently that out of 100,000 blind people in the UK, only
20,000 can read Braille, I immediately thought of the work
tape clubs are doing to overcome this seemingly insuperable
barrier, by their efforts in establishing talking newspapers
and entertainment services for the blind that are infinitely
superior to the slowly assimilated Braille script with which
blind people have had to struggle in the past. Let us hope that,
in the near future, when the general public hear such cold
facts, they too will think of the warm desire of tape clubs to
help their less fortunate fellows . . . if they do. I shall be
very satisfied.

Now let’s see what the clubs have been doing in this
direction this month . . .

Well, members of Swansea Tape Recording Club are still
very keen to start a hospital service, despite their offer of
assistance being turned down last year by the local hospital’s
management committee. A new approach is now to be made,
in the hope of better success. The club want to visit relatives
of patients in hospitals and get them to request a record to be
played. Later the spoken requests, plus the records chosen,
would be given over the hospital's internal radio-diffusion
service. No matter what the outcome of this, the club is still
determined to do its share of goodwill work; they will be
starting a service for local blind institutions and for old age
pensioners’ ‘huts’ (community centres) shortly. One of the
club’s members —a writer whose plays have been broadcast
by the BBC — has agreed to script some stories for the club
to record for the service.

In September last, Eric Clegg of YMCA & Barnsley District
Tape Recording Club approached the GPO over the allocation
of landlines to all hospitals in and around Barnsley. Results
were favourable, and the club is now ready to undertake the
broadcasts when the lines are connected. At the time of writ-
ing, the club is awaiting reports from the technicians under-
taking the project. Socials for the blind are held on the second
week of each month, and programmes include musical items,
‘ Lucky Dip’, *What do you Know ?’,
‘Heard this Before ?’, question time,
and a quiz—all of which keep the 25
members busy gathering material.

In addition, socials for the Darby and
Joan Club, and request programmes for
the ‘ Netherfields * Ward of Stanley Road
Hospital, Wakefield, are held monthly.

Bridgwater Tape Recording Club has
made a decision to help with the BRC
Hospital and Blind services, and has
asked for information . . . Clacton Tape Recording Society,
too, has requested further information on the Hospital Service.
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A record request programme called the
PPP Show (Pick of the Patients’ Pops),
given by the Harrogate Tape Recording
Club to patients of Scotton Banks Hospital,
Knaresborough, has proved so popular that
it has been arranged to give a regular fort-
nightly programme.

A tape recording made by a member of
Reading Cine & Tape Recording Society 3
of a United Nations Day Service in a < R
local church, was recently played back to patients at the Royal
Berkshire Hospital. The club hopes to undertake more of this
kind of activity in the future.

An offer by Stevenage Tape & Audio Club to help the old
folk keep in touch with their relatives in other parts of the
world, was recently published in a local newspaper. The Secre-
tary received a letter from a recordist in Australia who wanted
to hear his mother living in Stevenage. Two members were
delighted to assist, and the message was winged on its way to
the Antipodes within a few days.

Members of West Wales Tape Recording Club have been
busy recording important local functions, and more than one
member has had his programme broadcast by the BBC.

With the co-operation of the County’s Blind Service, the
club has entered into a new scheme of news reading for the
blind, This scheme, initially covering Avondale Home, Abery-
stwyth, only, will, if successful, be extended to cover a wider
area. Members responsible for the venture are Editor-News
Readers Tom Evans and Lynn Owen-Rees, and Technicians
E. C. Roberts, J. O. Jones, and M. J. Jones.

The club are also entering another season of hospital
broadcasts at the Aberystwyth General Hospital. This scheme
allows patients to choose records they would like to hear over
the hospital’s radio system. Requests for patients are also
accepted from relatives and friends. The system is organised
by Percy Moore and Roy James, who made a great success
of the scheme last year.

West Middlesex Tape Recording Club’s hospital service has
been well and truly inaugurated by the visit of members
Dennis Marks and Sandy Saunders to Mount Pleasant Hos-
pital, Southall, where messages were recorded by two dear
old ladies of 89 and 90, for onward transmission to relatives
in Ickenham, Doncaster, and Belfast; later, replies will be
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played back to them. The hospital staff were very helpful,
and it is hoped and believed by the West Middlesex Club that
this service will grow. Secretary Saunders is echoing the feel-
ings of many clubs when he writes this month in the club
bulletin : “ It gives a wonderful sense of accomplishment to
know that we are helping somebody else with our tape
recuf_])srdcrs. It makes the hobby so much more useful and less
selfish ™.

The Ipswich Tape Recording Club takes pleasure in
announcing the introduction of a hospital service, which takes
the form of a weekly musical programme given over the
internal radio system of the Ipswich and East Suffolk Hospital.
The broadcast takes place on Tuesday evenings and runs for
45 minutes. In order for the relay to be made, the channel
carrying the Light Programme is cancelled for the duration
of the programme.

Music and songs from shows are very popular items, and
assistance with these is given by the Coltishall Forces Network,
the radio station of the RAF Norwich, who forward, by
post, complete programmes with the appropriate continuity
ready for broadcasting. Recently the hospital presented a
three-act play to the general public, and the ITRC made a
recording of the performance for future broadcasts.

A tape service for the blind is also operated by this club:
short storics are recorded, and the material is then passed to
the local Blind Society for presentation to their members.

John Grainger, of West Herts Tape Recording Society, has
been very active lately recording events for inclusion in the
club’s ‘ Newsletter to the Blind°. Unable to get permission to
go inside the Gaumont Theatre, Watford, where a midnight
charity performance was in progress, he stayed outside to give
a description of the scene and interview visitors, with the
aid of a Fi-Cord. At 4 a.m. (!), however, when the perform-
ance was over, he contacted and spoke to several of the stars,
including Peter Haigh, Cleo Lane, and Jill Adams.

On another visit, Mr. Grainger and Jean Stern weni to
Langleybury Church and spoke to the Rev. R. Martin from
whom they discovered that the church bell was of Russian
origin.

/Enother member, Vera Jackson, visited the disabled Scouts
at Watford and talked to them about tape recording in general,
and about the activities of tape clubs throughout the country.
Now that the tapes are beginning to mount up, Jack Hill has
been appointed librarian of a two-section library of record-
ings : the first section for recordings of visiting speakers, con-
test tapes, etc.; and the second section for sound effects, and
actuality sounds—items which may be needed again for
inclusion in new productions.

Hull & District Tape Recording Club’s hospital tape mes-
sage service, offered to all three local hospital management
committees, looks like getting into its stride soon. The service
has already been accepted at one hospital, and Secretary Ken
Fulstow will shortly be attending a meeting of another HMC
to discuss the taking up of the service in hospitals under
their control.

The Huddersfield Tape Recording Society was recently
given the opportunity to produce a series of 12, one hour,
weekly programmes for broadcast over the local hospital net-
.work serving 14 hospitals and homes. A considerable amount
of planning is, of course, needed for a venture of such size,
and the project is still in the ‘drawing office’ stage. Before
the actu:j1 broadcasts are commenced, it has been decided to
build up a good stock of tapes —after all filling an hour a
week presents quite a challenge !

Harrow Tape Recording Club (another new BRC affiliate),
have received a letter from the Ware Society thanking them
for their assistance in putting a patient in Stanmore Ortho-
paedic Hospital in touch with his family in Golders Green.
Evidently the patient, a minister, had been flown home from
Rhodesia for an operation, and his family are not able to
see him as often as they would wish. But, through co-operation
between the two clubs, he was able to contact them by tape.

Dover & District Tape Recording Club, at the suggestion of
its member Mr. Gilbert, decided to ‘do something for the
old folk and the hospitals for Christmas’, and it was agreed
to record a local church choir for them . . . a nice note on
which to end the humanitarian section this month !

Norman Whitlock, Secretary of the Swansea Club, received

several enquiries after news of their activities was published
in ‘ATR’ last May. One was from a journalist on a London

Daily, who later took over editorship of

the ‘South Wales Voice’. A keen tape
~ enthusiast, and now a member himself,
= Mr. Orton has given the club a goodly
% amount of publicity in the newspaper and
\\ gained them several new members.

The last meeting of Bournemouth &

Poole Tape Recording Club was attended

by the Secretary of the newly-formed

Southampton Tape Club, who showed a

keen interest in the way the meeting was conducted. A tape

exchange between these two clubs will now ensue, and will
enable the older club to pass on some tips and ideas.

Urmston Tape Recording Club were guests of ABC Televi-
sion at their Manchester studios recently. Their next visit will
be to the North Western Electricity Board's Power Station at
Barton,

Three of the tapes which won prizes in the 1960 National
Tape Recording Contest were played at West Middlesex Club :
Ban the Phon, Beat'n Heart, and The Rest is Silence — the last
a truly superb tape : imaginative in concept, beautifully acted,
first-rate in production. British Recording Club member Nor-
man Paul fully deserved to win the national and international
tape recording contests with it. (Mr. Paul’s tapesponding entry
appeared in the November Directory.)

Ilford & District Tape Recording Society welcomed four
new members last month, one of whom, Philip Posting, has
built his own equipment, incorporating the Collaro Studio
Deck and Mullard pre-amp.

You might not
believe this, but
the other week
a tape recorder
was taken into
a dealer’s shop
for a check-up
—the dealer be-
ing a member
of the Bridg-
water Club. On
inspecting the
tape the dealer
found it had
been spliced by
the simple ex-
pedient of tying
a knot in it (it
was a4 granny
knot too !). The
knot was awe-
somely cut out,
and the club
now has it
amongst their treasured souvenirs; it had obviously been run
through the machine many times, and was quite flat !

Coventry Tape Recording Club’s Chairman, Roy Penfold,
gave the organisation the run down on his four-track machine
al a recent meeting. After explaining the machine’s workings,
he proceeded to play his time-honoured tape Strange to Your
Ears which demonstrates effectively how sounds can be made
unrecognisable by altering their pitch. Probably the most
startling example is right at the end of the tape, when the
sound of a pin dropping is made to sound like a clap of
thunder !

Following this item, Carl Briggs threaded a tape which
turned out to be a riotous skit on the tape received a little
while back from the San Francisco Tape Recording Club.
Members were informed that a special super-fidelity micro-
phone was being used, produced in the Wyken Studios, and
made from a cocoa tin !

Stevenage Tape & Audio Club, formed in February 1960,
now has an active membership of nearly 30. Among the
activities that have been undertaken recently was a successful
session recording the organ in St. Mary’s Parish Church,
Hitchin. It is hoped to return soon to record the choir.

“ It's all right, Dear ! I've spliced it myself.”

Amateur Tape Recording
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An amateur talent recording contest was to have been held
by the club, but as no members of the public in fact arrived,
the members, undaunted, persuaded five teenagers who were
outside the clubroom to step forward and sing. Afterwards, a
new member tried his hand at interviewing, and discovered
that two of the teenagers were Canadian emigrants, and a third
an Australian . . . yet they say Stevenage New Town is all
Londoners ! ?

The value of portable recording equipment was shown at
Leicester Tape Recording & Hi-Fi Club when David Derby-
shire, the Assistant Secretary, played a recording made on his
Clarion to illustrate his talk on newspaper production. The
clatter from the general offices and humming of the presses
added much to the talk, especially since the Clarion Twinset
amplifier was used for the playback.

To date some 43 enthusiasts have contacted the Hull Club;
average altendance being around 25. The clubroom is at
present being re-furnished and, with the erection of some old
cinema seats, what might be termed ‘ a long standing problem ’
has at last been solved !

The Technical Section is at present busy making a three-
channel mixer/fader, and pre-amplifier (both from back-issues
of ‘ATR’); whilst the Field Section has embarked upon the
long-term project of compiling a ‘ sound picture’ of Hull. One
feature already captured on tape is about the Mine Watching
Service; and, in addition, the club has interviews with Anna
Neagle, Bill Owen, Emile Ford, and Mr. Acker Bilk, all of
whom recently played the local theatres.

The Production Section have not yet got into their stride,
but, having now obtained the script of ‘ Dial 3%, 3%, 3}, they
hope to have a ‘trial run’ at the next club meeting,

Tapes in a contest entitled * Your Prison
Cell ', organised for members of West Herts |\ 1—n
Society, were heard and judged at a recent (

meeting. Each entry gave a different inter-
pretation of the term : ‘ Prison Cell’; they
ranged from the girl addicted to drink, who
finally mastered the craving by being 2| a|la
imprisoned in a hospital ward where she K~ bl
was denied the liquor — via the prison cell

of a spaceship— to the luxurious cell of a ‘somebody’ held
in America, who was finally allowed to go back to Russia. It
was the last entry, produced by Pete Holloway, which was
judged the best.

This month (January) Plymouth Tape Recording Club will
hold a special open meeting for the public’s benefit, at which
a programme specially recorded by members, and entitled
Top Track, will be given. Scripted %y Secretary John Baker,
who will also introduce the programme, the tape is to be made
on a Ferrograph and a four-track Cossor. Arrangements have
also been made for the club to run a tape recording contest in
conjunction with the local cinemas . . .

For some time now the club has been running a ‘ Meetl
Yourselves ' road-show, inviting the public to record their own
voices and have them played back. The last such show, which
l\;vas. also the 12th in the series, was given at an old folk’s

ome.

o

As a result of a talk given by Charles Hooker on producing
a play on tape, Friern Barnet & District Tape Recording Club
set out to put theory into practice, and, having selected a suit-
abledplay, cast the actors, and appointed the technicians, pre-
pared for the first ‘take’. Eight takes later, little had been
achieved, but if nothing else, it taught members that in a
project of this type, equipment must be in first class working
condition, and everyone familiar with his tasks and the equip-
ment he is using. The club has since simplified its  recording
procedure * and feels prepared now to have another go at it.
There's one good thing about it — the actors must know page
one of the script off by heart by now !

Following its recent co-organisation of the Crawley Talent
Contest, Crawley & Sussex Tape Recording Club announces a
competition for members only. They want ‘commercial jingles’'
not exceeding ten seconds ‘selling* a recorder or a brand of
tape. Only condition : copyright tunes are out ! A prize awaits
the winner, and the tapes will be played back in February.
The complete performance of the ®Saint Nicholas Cantata’,
performed by Thomas Bennett School Orchestra and PTA
Choir, was recorded by members recently. If any other local
choral groups would like to hear it, they should contact the
Secretary, 32 Southgate Drive, Crawley. Also, several members
are now busily engaged on making a tape entitled ‘Anatomy of
Sound ’, and they would welcome dubbings from any historical
tapes, or literature on early sound transmission and recording.

South Manchester Tape Recording Club recently recorded
the organ at the local Town Hall. They found this no easy
task, however, as the hall was very resonant and very long:
the bass notes ‘came in' about two seconds after the top
notes | Eventually, it was found that the best position was as
close to the pipes as possible, but this, of course, presented its
own problem of keeping the gain control in check . . . still
you can’t have it both ways, can you ?

At the second meeting of Croydon Cine Club’s Tape Group,
members took along a large selection of recorders — mono and
stereo — a telephone attachment, and a three-channel mixer.
The group welcomes suggestions about synchronising sound to
film. Please contact Secretary L. D. Ford, 33 Whitehorse Road,
West Croydon, if you can help.

At a recent meeting of Ware & District Tape Recording
Club, an experimental tape, made by Mr., Campkin of the
Hertfordshire Mercury, was heard. Entitled ‘ Mercury News-
reel °, it included ‘ faked * interviews and piano music recorded
at 3} i.p.s. and played back at 74 i.p.s. The club hopes to hold
a jumble sale shortly to raise funds towards the purchase of a
battery recorder.

Wakefield & District Tape Recording Club is pleased to
to report that its recently held exhibition proved a complete
success. The main hall was devoted to a wide range of manu-
facturers and retailers exhibits. On the stand was the British
Recording Club and Wakefield Club itself. In the demonstra-
tion room two films, a stereo recording of members of Wake-
field Little Theatre, and a sound-slide show on Scotland, were
presented. It was estimated that a thousand people visited the
exhibition, including members of Hull, Leeds, Barnsley,
Rotherham, Huddersfield, and Keighley tape clubs.

Ampex
Model 970

London Showroom :

It is with pride that we announce we have for demonstration a
selection of Tape Recorders manufactured by the AMPEX COR-
PORATION. You are cordially invited to see and hear these fine
instruments at our new London Showroom, where we display a
representative range of the highest quality Tape Recorders available
to the semi-professional, and the serious home recordist, 4-track ?,
2-track ?, Stereo or Mono ? Our technical and practical experience
is at your disposal. IT PAYS TO DEAL WITH A SPECIALIST.

NUSOUND RECORDING COMPANY

35 CRAVEN STREET, TRAFALGAR SQUARE, LONDON, W.C2

3-8 BRIGSTOCK PARADE, LONDON ROAD, THORNTON HEATH, SURREY

AMPEX TAPE RECORDERS

TELEPHONE : TRA 2080

TELEPHONE : THO 760
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At the last meeting of Weymouth Hi-Fi Tape Recording
Club, Mr. Neve, Director of C.Q. Audio Ltd., gave a demon-
stration of the ‘ Sceptre’ recorder and a talk on hi-fi speakers.
At the previous meeting a crossword puzzle with clues
recorded on tape by Gordon Butler, was presented; unfortu-
nately no-one completed it, but several contestants were only
one word out.

At a recent demonstration given by Harrogate Club to the
Harrogate Young Conservatives, the audience were delighted
when, at the end of each example, Chairman Bill Emmett
appeared to stop the Grundig TK 60 by pointing a finger at it.
This *magic’ was achieved by splicing
short strips of metal foil into the tape
at intervals. The demonstration was
brought to an undignified end when
the Secretary accidentally fell over the
mains lead and pulled out the plug !

Allegro Sound Equipment Ltd.,, 7
Avery Row, Mayfair, London, W.1
(Tel. MAYfair 9910), bring to the
notice of club secretaries that, follow-
ing the success of two club demonstra-
tions, they will only be too pleased to extend these to any
interested clubs in the London and Home Counties area.
Contact Mr. A. R. Terry, the Sales Manager.

Cotswold Tape Recording Society — now 22 members stron
— recently had a talk by Mr. T. Carveyett on microphones o
all types, using an oscilloscope to show the sound wave form.
Three pre-recorded tapes—a guards band on parade, an
orchestral recording, and a talk on speakers —were used to
demonstrate a Ferrograph and an EMI TR 52.

Interesting tapes heard by Dover Club during the demonstra-
tion of Philips, Grundig and Vortexion machines, have
included some from America, one of the band at * Dreamland ’,
Margate, and another of a member’s budgerigar.

At Harrow Club the voice of a man in
Washington was heard, giving reasons for
his wife’s dislike of birds; apparently she
had been frightened once by a chicken!
The club has taken to exchanging quiz tapes
with other groups; with Rotherham and
Doncaster as their first contacts. The tapes
include games using famous voices and
queer sounds, for identification. Any club
interested in such an exchange should
contact Ken Fulstow, 17 Lowfield Road,
Anlaby, Hull, E. Yorks.

A further tape from Bristol Tape Recording Club has been
received by Ipswich Tape Recording Club, who will be pleased
to hear from other societies interested in tapespondence
(Malcolm Wilding, 31 Darwin Road, Ipswich).

Friern Barnet Club were glad to be able to assist Leeds &
District Tape Recording Club in their quest for an interview
with Russ Conway. Tape exchanges with the Northallerton
Tape Recording Club and Eastbourne Tape Recording Club
continue, and a tape to Clacton Tape Recording Society is
being compiled.

South Devon Amateur Tape Recording Club seems now to
be fully established and has had a great deal of co-operation
from the local press and dealers. Donald W. Aldous, a member
of the ‘ Gramophone Record Review ’ staff, and broadcaster,
has agreed to be President of the club and to place the benefit
of his wide knowledge and experience at their disposal. At a
recent meeting a demonstration of how reverberation and
acoustics affect recordings was given.

Members of Glasgow Tape Recording Club are at work on
the compilation of a comprehensive library of sounds to be
heard in the city. The club has been divided into groups of
three or four members to enable the project to be tackled
more efficiently — each group being assigned to a particular
recording project. One tape has already been produced : the
arrival of a subway train at a station near the clubroom. This
recording was used most effectively during a sequence in the
‘BB Fan Fare of 1960’ show at the Kings Theatre, Glasgow.

At a recent meeting members were asked to record answers
to the questions: ‘How would you spend £75,0007’ and
‘ Should a man have two wives or one ?’, and to explain ‘ how
to lose the club’s recorder !’

LOCAL TAPE CLUBS

Additions to the Directory of Local Tape Clubs published in

the November and December ‘ATR’s

Bolton & District Tape Recording Club : Dave Wolstenholme,
73 Darley Street, Bolton.

Cambridge Amateur Tape Recording Society (known for short
as ‘The Cats’): Mike Renshaw, 6 St. Vincent’s Close,
Girton, Cambridge.

Ellesmere Port Tape Recording Club : S. J. Powell, 11 Cress-
ingham Gardens, Ellesmere Port, Cheshire.

M:lagrlc(ll Recording Club : A Lillie, 43 The Westlands, Sunder-
and.

Newcastle & District Tape Recording Club : M. J. Bonner, 28
Rushie Avenue, Benwell, Newcastle-upon-Tyne 4. (They say
the response to their listing in our October edition has been
‘ marvellous ')

North Herts Tape Recording Club: Mrs. Joan Milow, 49
Chilvers Bank, Baldock, Herts.

Penrith Tape Recording Club : Malcolm Leggett, 38 Milner
Mount, Scaws Estate, Penrith, Cumberland.

Walsall & District Tape Recording Club : Mrs. J. Walford,
41 Mill Road, Pelsall, Walsall.

Deletion from the Directory
Thanet Recording Club, Cliftonville, Kent.

FORMING CLUBS

LIVERPOOL
A. C. Evans, 20 Woodland Road, Seaforth, Liverpool 21.

A. Burnett, Jnr., 61 Breckfield Road South, Everton,
Liverpool 6.

K. A. Wilson, 21 Elm Road, Seaforth, Liverpool 21.
OXFORD

Cliff Freeman, 21 Princes Street, Cowley Road, Oxford.
RHYL

G. D. Freeman, The Holborn Restaurant, 17 Wellington
Road, Rhyl.

SECRETARIAL CHANGES, ETC.

Terry Devereux, 26 Nevern Place, Earls Court, London,
S.W.5, is now Secretary of London Club.

Mr. F. Firth, 29 Kirkstall Road, Urmston, is now Secretary
of Urmston Club.

L. C. Riley cfo Kay's Business Services, Tipping Street,
Stafford, is now Secretary of Staffordshire Club. (As Mrs.
Tasker is moving to Leeds, it is important that correspondence
should not be sent to the address given in the * Club Directory’
last month.)

John Miles, ‘ Treetops,” Parton Drive, Churchdown, Glos.,
is now Secretary of Cotswolds Society.

Barnsley & District Tape Recording Club and the YMCA
Tape Recording Club have amalgamated to form ‘YMCA
& Barnsley District Tape Recording Club .

Freddie Wescott, Chairman of West Middlesex Club, and of
the Federation of Tape Recording Clubs has given up active
participation in tape recording for personal reasons —a sad
blow to both organisations.

The Blackpool & Fylde Tape Recording Club announce a
change of address to Gadsby Street, Off Nelson Street, Off
Lytham Road, Blackpool.

FORTHCOMING EVENTS
RUGBY

January 12th—Lecture by Grundig. January 26th—Demon-
stration by G. Dawson.
READING

January 9th—Review of Microphones and their uses;
Sound Effects. January 23rd—Grosvenor Cup for the Tape
of the Year.
WARE

January 17th—Representative from Acos Microphones.

HUDDERSFIELD
January 12th (Thursday)—Interviewing. January 27th (Fri-
day)—Amateur Radio Evening.

Amateur Tape Recording
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For ease of reading, particulars of
Tapespondents are printed in the
following order — name, occupation,
address, interests, taste in music, type
of machine and area of Tapesponding.

WATSON GREEN, a very keen tape-
recordist, 2 Douglas Street, Middles-
brough, Yorks. Four tape recorders.
Spectone 3 speeds 33—74 and 15.
Amplion 1 speed 3} Walter 1 speed 3%
A Grundig Cub battery model mean speed
of 3f. Can take spools from 3in.to 7 in.
Radiogram and 850 records both old and
new. Have many unusual sounds. Many
interesting tapes from abroad. Hobbies,
any kind of music (not classical). Live
events, family tete-a-tete, disc record
collecting, youth clubs, Boy Scouts,
associations member. Either sex. No
need to write first just send tapes. All
tapes answered Air Mail or Surface
Mail. Any town, country or continent.
‘Have time-— will tapespond ',

S. H. ANDREWS, age 144, School-
boy, 214 Blossomfield Road, Solihull,
Warwicks. _Sailing, recording plays,
mainli.v comic. Popular (no jazz). Fidelity
Argyll, 31 in. 3}. Canada.

KENNETH DUNN, Driver, 8 Roch-
dale Road, Scunthorpe, Lincs. Motoring,
motorsect. Light classical popular.
Sound 444, up to 7 in. 74, 3} Anywhere
English is spoken.

ADRIEN C. O'BRIEN, age 23, Male
Nurse, 35 Mount Ephraim Lane,
Streatham, London, S.W.16. General.
Pops to Brahms (not jazz). Grundig TK
5. 5%, 3}. Anywhere, especially Holland
and Australia.

ALFRED ROY REED, age 40, Pet-
rol Tanker Driver, 112 Queen Elizabeth
Way, Colchester, Essex. Italian language.
Popular and opera. Korting, up to 7 in.
31. English speaking Italians in UK and
Naples.

R. H. YOUNG, age 124, Schoolboy,
Elton Villa, Elton Vale Road, Bury,
Lancs. Tape recording, radio. Classical,
not jazz or pop. Gramdeck, § in. 74.
Anywhere in British Isles.

Mr. E. KEMBLE, Stereotyper, 36
Byne Road, Sydenham, London, S.E.26.
Cine and tape. All music. Studio, 7 in.
1%, 31, 74 Ttaly and anywhere else.

January, 1961

Inter-tape directory

RON  BARRINGTON, Technical
Clerk, 9 Pickford Hill, Harpenden,
Herts. Motoring (West Country), family
tapes, discs, films, this and that, hi-fi,
music. Latin American, light orch., jazz,
good pops, instrumentals, the unusual.
Collaro Studio Deck with Custom built
hi-fi amplifiers. Spectone 161. Can add
echo to existing recordings when trans-
cribing, up to 7 in. 1%, 33, 74, 15. Any-
where English speaking, no need to
write, all tapes answered.

ALFRED JOHN PINCHING, Porter,
35 St. Peter’s Street, Islington, London,
N.l. Stereo, printing, general. From
shows, some pops. Simon SP 4, 7 in. 3%,
74, Germany, anywhere only English

spoken.

p(F”ATRICK L. LYDON, Prof. Soldier,
RA 42 108 213, HQ.CO., US ASA TR,
Pershing Hall, Fort Devens, Mass., USA.
Wide interests, Military, folk, semi-
classical. Grundig, 7 in. 1%, 3%, 74 Any.

LAURENCE ROBINSON, Electronic
Engineer, ‘Hemming,’ Fairway Road,
Hythe, Hampshire. Photography, acting,
cinema. Light classics and pops.
Fi-Cord, Clarion, 3 in. 1%, 3%, 74
Britain. I wish to contact other Fi-Cord,
Clarion or portable tape recorder owners
anywhere. My wife also would like to
join in ‘famiry to family’ tapesponding.

FRANK C. BOX, Civil Servant, 20
Courtlands, Maidenhead, Berks. Photo-
graphy, sailing. Light and classical.
Loewe, 5} in. 3}. Anywhere.

D. SHEPPARD, Process Supervisor,
3 Carey Road, Newport, Mon. Music,

cars, girls. Anything except heavy clas-
sics and jazz. Brenell. 1%, 3% 71 Any
English speaking.

JERRY GORDON, Sales manager,

4814 N. 17th Street, Arlington, Virginia,
USA. Fishing, little theatre. Popular,
light concert. Tandberg 5, 3 in., 5 in., 7
in. 74, 3% 14 1 or {1 track. Anywhere
except USA.

GEORGE PATERSON, Hotel Man-
ager, Dunlop Hotel, Dunlop, Ayrshire.
Home, travel and recording. Not rock
n’ roll. Brenell MK 5, up to 8 in. 1§
to 15. Anywhere.

ARTHUR BASIL MARTIN, Asst.
Commodity  Supervisor, Aluminium
Company, 321 Church Street, Pietermar-
itzburg, Natal, South Africa. People,
sport, crafts, world affairs. Light classi-
cal, folk and traditional, comedy music.
Siera, dual-track, 3-speed, up to 7 in.
14, 3% 74 UK, Ireland, Northern
Europe.

KEVIN P. HAND, Architect, St.
Philips, 35 Stiles Road, Clontarf, Dub-
lin. Photography. General. Philips EL
3542, 7 in., 3 in. 31. Anywhere.
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MICHAEL ALLEN, age 23, Sales-
man, 119 Hampton Crescent, Gravesend,
Kent. Films, travel, motor cycling. Rock
'n’ roll, any music, ST 450, 3 in. to 7 in.
31, 95, 19. UK, USA, Germany, Holland
(in fact anywhere).

THOMAS E. EYLES, age 34, Vehicle
Mechanic, 7 Raymond Road, Northen-
den, Manchester, 23. Travel. Modemn
music. Brenell, MK V, 7 in. 1§, 3%, 74.
Any English speaking.

P. TOYER, Engineering Designer, 1
Landseer Walk, Sheffield 14. Geography,
chess, photography. Guitar, beat music,
elec. organ. Grundig TK 20, 5% in. 3}
Anywhere English speaking.

Miss A. VERONICA GREENWOOD,
age 19, Library Assistant, 5 Bentfield
Cottages, Clayton, Bradford, Yorkshire.
Ballet books, amateur dramatics, stamp
collecting. Light classical, musicals, some
pops. Telefunken, 3 in. 1§, 3}. USA,
Canada.

NORMAN HARPER-SCOTT, Civil
Service Draughtsman, 201 Gilbert Road,
Cambridge. Gardening (in particular
cacti and other succulents; Pelargoniums
and Fuschia), sport (table tennis, foot-
ball, squash and bowls), colour photo-
graphy (35 mm.), and other general
topics of interest. Classical, light and
brass bands. Philips 8108, up to 7 in.
14, 31, 74. Would especially like to hear
from people with same interests in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Canada, USA or

Holland and Sweden. English only
spoken.
Mr. C. J. McSWEENEY, age 29,

Manager, 201 Cathedral Road, Cork,
Ireland. Motoring, cinema, radio. Popu-
lar, opera, ballet, no jazz. Philips, up to
7 in. 1§, 34, 74 Anywhere.

H. S. COWIN, Tobacconist, ‘ Eden-
sor,” Quarterbridge Road, Douglas, Isle
of Man. Ornithology, 35 mm. colour
photography, rifle shooting, archery, sea-
fishing. Hoping to record bird songs.
Classical (piano). Philips 4 track EL
3542, 3 in. to 7 in. 14, 3}, 74. Anywhere,
all tapes answered.

KEITH R. A. WARD, age 15,
Student, 6 Cambridge Green, New El-
tham, London, S.E.9. Photography, ta}{)c
recording, pop music and cycling. All
pop music, most jazz, some classical.
Philips, 7 in. 3§, N. America, Australia,
New Zealand.

ALEX D. MILLEST, Shop Manager,
The Flat, 112a Station Road, Chingford,
E.4. Travel, informal chats on most sub-
jects. Opera, Ballet, classical music.
Grundig TK 820 3 D, from 3 in to 7 in.
33, 74. All over. Bachelor males, 25/45,
with sense of humour,
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PETER STEVENS, age 18, Solicitors
Clerk, 167 Rutland Avenue, High
Wycombe, Bucks. Athletics and motor
scootering. Anything except jazz. Regen-
tone, 7 in. 1§, 3}, 74. Anywhere.

PETER L. BASTIN, Architect, 28
Whitcroft Road, Pershore, Worcs. Re-
cording, other people’s way of life,
architecture, languages. Interested in
establishing a * world chain' by adding
to existing correspondence chain be-
tween the USA, England and Belgium.
Mainly interested in correspondents with
professional or semi-professional equip-
ment. Jazz — big band and small groups,
Ray Martin style as contrast. Simon
SP/4, Philips 3538, Fi-Cord. Italy, Spain,
Scandinavia, India, Russia, Australia.

DAVID J. BURKE, Sales Representa-
tive, 9 Dinas Road, Hatherley, Chelten-
ham, Glos. Catholic church work and
colour photographs, Organ, light and
serious classics. Stella 4 track, 3 in, 7
in. 1§, 3%, 74. USA, Canada, Australia.

DENNIS JAFFE, age 15, Schoolboy,
2156 Wantagh Avenue, Wantagh, New
York, USA. Science fiction, television,
comedy, drama, science, mathematics,
girls. Jazz, popular, show music. Wollen-
sak, 7 in. 3%, 7f. Anywhere. Any teen-
agers male or female and adults with
similar interests.

M. J. GOODWIN, age 18, Draughts-
man, 33 Hatley Avenue, Barkingside,
Iiford, Essex. Chess, bridge, TA. Trad.
jazz, pop. Reps R30, 7 in. 3}, 74, 15.
British Isles.

ALWYN OWEN, age 194, Carpet
Weaver, 12 Sycamore Avenue, Peacock
Estate, Wakefield, Yorks. Radio con-
struction, etc. Light and classical music.
Celsonic with continental spools, 5 in. to
10 in. 74 only. Any English speaking
country.

GEORGE B. WHITFIELD, Shop
Manager, 82 Grange Crescent, Riddles-
den, Keighley, Yorkshire. Hi-fi, 8 mm.,
cinema, reading, birds, HF or CHA,
general interests. G & S, pops, light,
most types. Cossor CR 1602, 3 in., 5 in,,
7 in. 74 Holland, Far East, Canada,
Australasia, nearly anywhere (and any

interested ex-members of 198 Field
Ambulance).
TOM ROBINSON, age 35, Book-

maker, ‘Crepello,” 17a St. Annes Road,
Whitstable, Kent. Golf, horse racing,
stereo discs, colour photography, goons,
British dialects. Especially fond of Ger-
man operetta, Tchaikovsky, Dvorak,
Strauss (anything except rock ’n’ roll and
associated rubbish). Chitnis KM 22, 5}
in. 14, 3% Anywhere. A little French
spoken (lentement, s'il vous plait).

ANTHONY J. GLOVER, Addresso-
graph-Multigraph  Service Rep., 68
Havencrest Drive, Humberstone, Leices-
ter. Gliding, motor racing. Trad. jazz,
unusual and humorous. Grundig, 7 in.
1%, 3%, 7. Germany.

G. A. L. HUTTON, age 50, Director,
Hollytree House, South Common Road,
Uxbridge, Middlesex. All photography,
sailing, caravanning, motoring. Light,
ballet, pop. Cossor 4T, 7 in. 14, 3%, 74
World wide.

PETER WILSON, age 154, Warehouse
Worker, 42 Marsh Lane, Gaywood,
King’s Lynn, Norfolk. Photography,
radio, diving. Rock 'n' roll, light music.
Philips AG 8108, twin track, 3 in. to 7
in. 14, 34, 74. Philips EL 3536 4 track
or stereo, 3 in. to 7 in. 1§, 34, 74. Any-
where where English is spoken. Girls
welcome.

COLIN SELWOOD, Restaurant Pro-
prietor, Bath House, Esplanade, Sid-
mouth, Devon. Hi-fi and stereo, motor-
ing and motor sport, tape recording, 35
mm. photography. All except opera and
modern jazz. Up to 8% in. 1§, 3%, 74, 15.
Any English speaking country.

JEFF KAVELAARS, Laboratory As-
sistant, 25 Burton Street, Concord, New
Australia. Photography (cine), hi-fi,
travel. Light classical. Philips 4 track, 3
speed, up to 7 in. 14, 3%, 71. Anywhere,
speak English and Dutch.

Mr. D. G. FEATON, Licencee, Bull's
Head, Arthingworth, Mkt., Harborough,
Leics. Motoring, child care, fiction, con-
versation. Catholic but prefer jazz (trad.,
swing and mod.). Philips 7 in. 1§, 3%, 74.
Anywhere English speaking.

“Shorter hours — more pay— lower
Taxation and a Tape Recorder in every
home !

Mr. C. S. REES, Mech. Design Eng.,
51 Sish Lane, Stevenage, Herts. 8 mm.
cine, tennis, badminton. All types.
Philips, 5 in. 3}. Anywhere in GB or
Holland, Australia, Switzerland, Ger-
many, some German spoken.

DAVID GREENWOOD, age 16,
Student, 11 Sydenham Villas Road, Chel-
tenham, Glos. 1 play guitar, violin and
harmonica. Dancing, hi-fi, photography,
goons, girls an guitar. Classical
(Mozart, Handel, Vivaldi), but not heavy
classical. Some pops and especially elec-
tric guitar. Philips EL 3542, 4 track, up
to 7 in. 1%, 3%, 74 Preferably Germany,
Austria or America. England considered.
I speak German and French.

BERNARD SPARKES, S. Officer, §
Herbert Street, Newport, Mon.,
Wales. Photography. Organ, accordion.
Walter 101, 5 in. SI. Anywhere.

(Continued on page 27)
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TOP TOWNS ON TAPE

by David Lazell

ABOUT ONE THOUSAND individual
listings appeared in ‘ATR ' during 1960,
offering countless opportunities for suc-
cessful tape exchanges. There have been
listings from ‘faraway places with
strange sounding names' like Wagga,
Moose Jaw, Middle Wallop, Mousehole
and Itchen Abbas (and many more!)
The county most represented in the list-
ings is that of Lancashire, with York-
shire just behind (there’ll be celebrations
in Corporation Street, Manchester, when
this news gets around!) There were
80 listings from Lancashire, Yorkshire's
total being only one or two fewer. It will
not be too surprising if a recount is de-
manded by the proud men of Bradford.
Yorkshire had more listin%s than the
whole of Scotland and Wales together,
by the way. The Top Tape Town for
1960 was Manchester with about 22
listings, but there's some chance that
Lossiemouth in Morayshire will take the
metaphorical cup next year, if they put
their mind to it, that is! It must be
remembered that the climate in Man-
chester probably keeps the good folks
at home with their tape machines. The
sparseness of listings from sunny Devon
and Cornwall probably reflects that the
sun appears more regularly than in the
rest of these isles. Birmingham was a
close second to Manchester, although it
has a much larger circulation. Sheffield
was represented by 18 listings. Other
cities and towns well up in the listin
included Newcastle, Liverpool, Leeds,
Coventry, Oxford, Reading, Leamington
Spa, Edinburgh and Norwich. The great
metropolis — that vast traffic jam called
London — has been excluded from the
survey, since one would expect results
from the millions living in the London
area, In fact, there were about 140
listings from the London area during the
year ——about one in every eight listings
was of someone living in London
(according to figures obtained by bumn-
ing the midnight oil).

There are parts of the country in
which tape pioneers appear to be
struggling to spread the good word.
There haven’t been many listings from
places like Scunthorpe, Blyth, Dundee,
Dagenham, Dunstable, Exeter, Harrow,
King's Lynn and Stoke-on-Trent, whilst
Mr. Lazell, chief thinker-up of ‘Tete-a-
Tape’, has looked in vain for another
listing from Loughborough. In other
words, folks selling tape recorders are
advised to take their wheel-barrows
westward to Somerset, another lethargic
county (tape-wise, I hasten to add). By
the way, plenty of seaside resorts were
in the listings, so, if you are thinking of
a holiday by the briny this year, you
could look up listings from Bourne-
mouth, Brighton, Eastbourne, Felixstowe,
Hove, Llandudno, Portsmouth, Pwllheli,
Southend and Margate. And, if you are
thinking of making the army your
career, there are a couple of listings
from the Aldershot area (which bring
back memories of NAAFI tea).

Amateur Tape Recording
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And, if you want to get away from it
all, you can find listings of bonnie Scots
folk in Aberdeen and Caithness (and
you can nae go farther north, man, with-
out leaving civilisation). We haven't seen
any listings from the Outer Hebrides
yet — maybe someone on Rum or Eigg
has purchased a portable machine
recently.

Either way, ‘ATR’ has been giving
members a better knowledge of geog-
raphy since all these listings have been
published. Maybe you will collect all
last year’s numbers and find out for
yourself !

DAVID J, DODWELL, 30, Hotelier,
Ainsdale Hotel, Rouge Bouillon, St.
Helier, Jersey. Jazz records, hi-fi, ama-
teur theatricals, productions. Show
music and jazz. Philips EL 3542 4 track,
up to 7 in. 1§, 34, 74. Anywhere,

TED SHARGEL (Shargel Advertising
& Art), P.O. Box 1202 Perry Annex,
Whittier, California, USA. Advertising
cartoon art—studio of advertising.
Music and stamp collecting. Progressive
jazz, Ted Heath styles. Webcor, 7 in. 74,
34, 1{. Everywhere.

PETER CROSBY, age 16, Junior
Clerk, 633 Ashton Road, Oldham,
Lancs. Radio, X films, pops. Popular
and some classical. Sound Belle 333, 44
in., employs differential tape speed.
Anywhere in England.

T. O. (JIM) FULTON, Toy Shop
Proprietor, 44 Bosworth Road, New
Barnet, Herts. Tape, club work, fishing,
help for beginners in taping. Humour,
piano (classical and popular). Abbey, 3
in, 5 in., 7 in. 3%, ??,u 15. All tapes
answered,

RONALD DAVID LEDGERWOOD,
age 26, Micro-wave wiring and Mech.
Inspector, 53 Timbercroft Lane, Plum-
stead, London, S.E.18. Any subject,
swimming, weight lifting and training.
Modern, pops, rock 'n’ roll, jazz, comedy
records, Stan Freberg, etc. Regentone
RJ 50, any size up to 7 in. 1%, 3%, 74
Any English speaking country, USA,
New Zealand, Germany, Australia,
Canada, Great Britain.

MARVIN HERCHKOWITZ, US.P.O.
(Post Office Employee), 275 Cypress
Avenue, Bronx 54, New York, USA.
Chess, tape, recording, reading, Various,
everything from grand opera (The Bar-
ber of Seville) to pops. Webcor, 5 in or
7 in. 3%, 74 England only. Preferably
girls ages 18 to 22,

B. G. COHEN, Journalist, 56 Peny-
wern Road, Earls Court, London, S.W.5.
Writing, photography, reading, foreign
languages (studying Russian), world
affairs (especially Africa), aviation.
Classical, pops, folk. Walter, 5} in. 3%,
USA (female) —a heaven sent oppor-
tunity for someone who wants to learn
about Africa from one who has lived
there almost all his life. Holland —1I
can speak Dutch, but slowly please.

LESLIE J. McEWAN, Clerk, 76
Gourlay Street, Glasgow, N.l. Colour
photography, records (pop). Pop, musical
comedy. Philips § in. or 3 in. 3}. USA.
Canada.

January, 1961

CLUBMAN PROFILE

ERIG H. TRONOWSKY

MY INTEREST in tapesponding began
when I read an article in an American
Electronic Magazine pertaining to the
British Recording Club and the enthu-
siasm of members wishing to tapespond
with peoples throughout the world,

Becoming a member of the club has
opened new horizons. of International
friendship and increased my interest in
working with groups, such as the Boy
Scouts of America and our handicapped
citizens.

A few vyears past I was filming the
activities of the Boy Scouts with a
motion picture camera. Today, with my
tape recorder, I am able to bring the
Boy Scouts of Glendale, California into
a more personal contact and a better
understanding with the Boy Scouts of
Great Britain, 1960 marked the 50th year
of Scouting in America and it was a
pleasure to tape some of the meetings
of the Boy Scouts and their families dur-
ing this great event. I sent the tape to
the Boy Scouts in England and if they
enjoyed hearing it one half as much as
I enjoyed taping it, then I feel a sense
of accomplishment.

In my contact with the handicapped,
I was fortunate to record a speech by
the Reverend Eugene Robinson of the
Los Angeles Baptist Church, who has
been blind for ten years. His topic ‘As
I See It’, brings a message of hope and
understanding to people in every walk
of life and especially to those living in
a world of darkness. I hope this tape
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sent to the handicapped of Great Britain
helped to give them added faith and
courage for the future.

His philosophy, in the face of ad-
versity, makes me realise how wonderful
are the ways of God's work.

Tapesponding has enabled me to enter
homes and acquire new friends six
thousand miles across the Ocean. It has
given me great pleasure to have friendly
discussions about our hobbies, mainly
photography, art and music and to dis-
cuss the customs, laws, topography, etc.,
of our respective countries. The ex-
change of ideas has given me a broader
knowledge of learning from my tape-
sponding friends. This was made pos-
sible through the medium of recorded
tape and I am indebted to the British
Recording Club for giving me the oppor-
tunity to extend the hand of friendship
across the seas.

I am a photographer for the County
of Los Angeles, at Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, and in addition to my work I
pursue the field of photography by sub-
mitting pictures to various photographic
salons and exhibitions. As a relaxing
hobby I also enjoy oil painting and
charcoal drawing.

I hope to be able to bring in some
small way to my friends abroad, my
enthusiasm and interest in my various
hobbies.

Tapesponding is truly *A New Age of
Communication ",
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AMATEUR TAPE RECORDING

TECHNICAL ADVISORY SERVICE

Dear Sit ......

Let the British Recording Club panel of experts
answer your technical queries. Answers of
general interest will be published.

E. GOODLAD of Deepcar, Nr. Sheffield, has two points he
would like clarified :
1.—In a recent advertisement of the Collaro *Studio’ deck
there appears the feature ‘with space for additional record
head . Does this imply that with the addition of the extra
head stereo is obtainable (two separate channels) ? If this is so
can you tell me what other equipment would also be
necessary ?
2—What use, if any, is the output socket ? If this drives
an extension then it would be ideal.
ANSWER.—The space provided for an additional head is
a feature of a number of tape decks. It allows the fitting of
a standard replay head next to the record|[replay head. The
extra head can be directly coupled to an external amplifier,
suitably corrected for tape rep[r)xy. This allows direct moni-
toring of a recording being made. The extra head can be
used for certain effects such as that of artificial reverbera-
tion (echo).

For Stereo reproduction a stacked in-line record | playback
head is required, plus of course, the necessary recording
and playback amplifier.

An output socket may be for connection to an external
speaker or an external amplifier.

An output socket for an extension speaker has the neces-
sary low impedance and delivers the same power to the
extension speaker as to the internal speaker.

An output socket for an external amplifier is a high im-
pedance source providing sufficient voltage (possibly 0.5 to
1 volt, but sometimes less than 0.5 volts) to drive an external
power amplifier.

H. T. KENDALL of Plymouth, says:

Could you please give me some advice regarding my Gram-
deck tape recorder. I have the same trouble as Mr. L. I.
Kite (August ‘ATR")—lack of gain when using the mike
through the control box. I see that you recommend Mr. Kite
to use the transistor preamp. I would like to know if the mains
preamp in the July number would suit ? I understand that the
input impedance for the Gramdeck control box is 500 ohms.
I am using the Acos mic 40 with a 100k resistor in the coax
plug as recommended by the makers of the Gramdeck. I have
made and tried a mains one valve preamp using a 6J7 valve,
but any sounds from the mike are blotted out with a loud hum.
The reason I am interested in the extra gain is for the record-
ing of children’s voices, which unless they speak fairly loudly
cannot be heard, and also the fact that I have fitted two extra
motors, one for fast rewind and one for separate drive for the
take-up reel.

ANSWER.—There is no reason why the pre-amplifier you
have constructed should not work with the Gramdeck. The
reason for the hum is probably due to poor or inadequate
earthing, use of a non-screened lead between pre-amplifier
and Gramdeck or because of hum loops set up by earthing
the equipment at different points. The transistor pre-
amplifier described in "ATR’ was for low impedance micro-
phones only and would be unsuitable for your purpose.

R. YOUNG of Dunstable, writes :

I have been experimenting on a Wyndsor Viscount to try
to find a method of superimposing one recording on another,
and I should like to know if there is any simple method that
I could employ on this make of recorder for this purpose,
without any appreciable alterations to the circuits, etc.

28

While transferring recordings from one tape recorder
(Viscount) to another (Philips), I have found that a great
deal of hum occurs when feeding the signal from the output
socket direct to the input socket of the other via a screened
cable. Is this due to the difference between circuits of the two
recorders, or what ?

One last question. Is there any easy method of playing a
r;cordf)ng backwards on either of the two machines mentioned
above

ANSWER.—Unless the recorder is fitted with a superimpos-

ing button there is no method of carrying out superimpos-

ing without extensive modification to the erase and record
bias circuits.

If you use the speaker output socket of one recorder
and re-record by connecting this to the microphone or
radio input of a second recorder, you will not ang: run the
risk of getting hum on the copy recording, but also a con-
siderable loss of quality. You need a high impedance output
socket, before the output stage of the recorder, in order
to take off signals suitable for feeding into the second
recorder.

You could play your tapes * backwards’ by reversing the
tape, i.e. shiny side of the tape towards the recording head.
The volume level will be very much lower however, and
loss of quality will result also. It is possible on some
recorders to take the tape round outside the head cover,
through the capstan, back across the head and round the
back of the head cover to the take up spool. The tape will
then be the correct way round to the head.

BE WARNED

E. V. JACKSON informs us :

I have just purchased a Decca TV model DM4/C.
I wired a plug to the speaker terminals on the trans-
former to record direct to my tape recorder. On
switching the recorder on, the mains fuse blew. I
checked the wiring over and tried again with the
same results.

On my previous TV set, a KB, this wiring proved
most successful so I am writing to see if you can
offer any information on this.

ANSWER.—It is a highly dangerous practice to

ccnnect a modern AC[DC television receiver to a

tape recorder. All modern TVs have ‘live ' chassis.
That is, they are directly connected to one side
of the mains power supply. In attempting to make
connections of this sort you may easily do serious
damage to your recorder and you run the risk of
bad or even fatal electric shock to yourself or any-
one using the equipment, when connected as you
have done.

If you must record from the speaker outlet of

the TV set, have a really competent engineer fit a

suitable isolating transformer which must inciden-

tally be capable of withstanding the peak mains
voltage.

WHEN REPLYING TO ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE
MENTION AMATEUR TAPE RECORDING MAGAZINE

Amateur Tape Recording
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FREE

WE HAVE THE LARGEST SALES

OF TAPE RECORDERS IN THE COUNTRY !
WHY ! BECAUSE WE GIVE YOU THE BEST
TERMS —

THEY INCLUDE :—

% 2 YEARS TO PAY
% NO INTEREST CHARGES
% DEPOSITS FROM 10°/,

% FREE SERVICING FOR 12 MONTHS — NO CHARGES % FREE DELIVERY
ANYWHERE IN U.K. % NO PURCHASE TAX - % PART EXCHANGES
% CHEAP SECOND-HAND MACHINES  SPECIAL FREE TAPE & COMMISSION
OFFERS % 109, INTEREST PAID ON YOUR DEPOSIT . Y andots more besides

BN  \WE CAN SUPPLY ALL GOOD EQUIPMENT ADVERTISED IN THIS MAGAZINE ON BETTER TERMS THAN YOU CAN GET ANYWHERE ELSE. I

400 machines in stock — £20,000 worth of over 80 different new and second-hand
models on permanent demonstration in our showrooms Y Main Agents for all the best makes Y% Open all day Saturdays
Y% Our Mail Order Department covers the whole of England, Wales, Scotland and Northern Ireland — order from us
wherever you live for speedy delivery, better service and better terms than you can get locally.

Write, Phone or Call at once for Free Brochures & full details of our Terms—it saves you money if you buy from us. 30 mins. from Central London

[OWARD

RECORDERS

218 HIGH ST. BROMLEY,KENT. RAV. 4477

_— —_—  — B — cut off here and post this coupon to us today _—

PLEASE RUSH ME FULL DETAILS OF YOUR TERMS AND BROCHURES : ATRIAPR

Name Address

NAME BELOW ANY MODELS YOU ARE PARTICULARLY INTERESTED IN:
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The finest = = in the
kit-sets ! / '-!-Laaih!u.f- World

When adding to your
HI-FI EQUIPMENT
(TAPE, RECORD or RADIO)

i AMPLIFIERS THE WEST END'S LARGEST RANGE OF TAPE RECORDERS
you cannot afford to miss i SUELImMERS.

8
considering models in the IS stes  aip a8 : '
world-famous TAPE (RECORDING & : T NEW! GATALOGUE
HEATHK,T range. i'termp Y!‘c‘?ﬁ:g . . i OF TAPE REGORDS!

FIRST OF ITS KIND

Always one jump ahead, Teletape
now offer you this unique catalogue

YOU WILL ENJOY
BUILDING THEM!

Absolutely no previous
electronic or soldering ex-
perience necessary. Just
Sfollow the simple step-at-
a-time well illustrated

of pre-recorded tapes, First of its

kind, featuring all makes — HMV,

Columbia, Saga, etc., etc. Mono and

stereo. 74 and 3% ips. Price 2/6

including postage, refundable when

1npgrﬁgcénns you buy any tape record from one
; of our shops. But hurry — we
anticipate a big rush for the first

edition. Send or call for your copy

Instruction Manual SSU-1  SPEAKER today.
rovided Pedestal
P ! Bookc:ﬂ * Call in and see the unrivalled Teletape range of tape

Kits Include :—
TAPE AMPLIFIERS (playback & recording)
HI-FI AUDIO AMPLIFIERS
SPEAKER SYSTEMS
F.M. TUNERS
EQUIPMENT CABINETS

as well as
TAPE DECKS, RECORD PLAYERS,
PORTABLE RADIOS, ‘HAM'®' GEAR
AND TEST EQUIPMENT.

recorders. Mo interest terms. Up to two years' free service
warranty. Open six days a week and up to 8 p.m. Fridays.

TELETAPE LTD., 33 and 59 Edgware Road, W.2.
Telephone : PADdington 1942

35 DIFFERENT MODELS . .
ARE NOW AVAILABLE T"sspf-;;‘.:r’l’gﬁ}}‘i.‘;."

‘PACKAGE DEALY

See from our catalogue
how these save you
further money.

Example:
TAPE DECK and
RECORDING/PLAYBACK

e\“':a.s Ten ,..E.-.n}"‘*
BRITISH-MADE

MICROPHONES

-~ Cabinet consistently
All models free delivery U.K. Deferred Terms over £10

% POST THIS COUPON NOW FOR specified for quality

d reliability
IVE FREE CATALOGUE o
Eﬂ_M_l:‘ EE_H EN_S .! ____________ MODELS FOR TAPE RECORDERS,

DAYSTROM LTD.  2flicaiia STUDIO USE AND SPECIALISED

Please send me, and without obligation s

(a) FULL ERI'I!::EIE HEATHKIT c:'.rm.ocue and APPLICATIONS

(b) Full details of model From dynamic types for domestic recorders for 67/6 to twin
(Block capitals please) ribbon stereo microphone for full professional use at 30 gns.
NAME LITERATURE ON REQUEST

ADDRESS

LUSTRAPHONE LTD. ftz'sg:%giﬁxvggﬁséunou. N.W.1

Phone : PRImrose 8844
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How to make modern mudic

with a Tape Recorder

Part 111

SIMPLE EXERCISES in composition have already been
described in part 2, which also outlined the process of deleting
the ‘ attack * and ‘ decay’ of a sound already recorded on tape.
For the benefit of readers who feel they would like to go ahead
with processes that are a little more complex, the following
table shows the principal sound sources that are used for
Electronic Music and Musique Concréte and the various
treatments that can be applied.

ELECTRONIC SOUND SOURCES AND TREATMENT

1.—Sinewave Generator or sinewave frequency test record
(tape or disc). 2.—Multi-vibrator (special electronic device that
generates square-waves). 3.—White noise (filtered into narrow
frequency bands).

TREATMENT
Tone shaping with electrical filters. Ring modulation, Elec-
tronic vibrato. Treatment by tape manipulation.

CONCRETE SOUND SOURCES AND TREATMENT
1.—Any sound picked up by a microphone. (Electronically
produced sounds are sometimes used.)

TREATMENT

. Removal of ‘attack’ or “decay’ by special electronic ® gat-
ing’ device or by tape cutting. Recording processes (see
below). Shaping with electronic filters.

MAGNETIC TAPE MANIPULATION (applicable to both elec-
tronic and concrete sounds)

I.—Normal recording process. 2—Monaural (single chan-
nel). 3.—Stereo (two or more channels to create movement of
sounds). 4—Tape retarded (slower speeds). 5.—Tape acceler-
ated (faster speeds). 6.—Tape speed increased or decreased
gradually. 7.—Recording in reverse (replay in reverse and
re-recorded). 8.—Feedback and reverberation (echoes):
diminishing echo, echo building up to crescendo, pre-echo.
9.—Multiple recording and mixing of sounds from several
tapes or from tape loops.

(Many of these effects are demonstrated in ® Experiment in
Sogr;d the special BRC recording available from Bi-Tapes
Ltd.).

It will be seen from the above that many different combina-
tions of sound sources, treatment and tape manipulation are
possible but here we must return to the simple exercises which
continue with ‘tape loops’. Using a tape loop does of course
require a second recorder, for the sounds on the loop are
re-recorded on to a continuous tape, possibly with added
material from either a third recorder or another sound source.

This is where Club Members can
combine resources, or if you are not
a club member a friend with a tape
recorder might co-operate.

A tape loop is a convenient means
of providing a rhythmic background
to a concrete or electronic composi-
tion. The procedure for making one
is similar to the exercises given in
Part 2. The sounds are first selected
and shaped by tape cutting, e.g,
removal of ‘attack’ or “decay’ if so
desired. The following example may

by F. C. Judd, A.Inst.E

shown in the diagram in Part 2. For a deep sounding back-
ground the sounds should of course have a deep pitch. They
can be arranged with suitable intervals so as to provide a
definite rhythm and a little experiment will show the effect
to be both enlightening and amusing. Arrange your treated
sounds in a loop like that shown in Fig. 1. When the loop is
finished it can be run through the recorder as shown in Fig. 2.

Apart from low pitched sounds you can include some sharp
sounds such as a hand clap or hard metallic sounds. Low
pitched piano notes are suitable for deep sounding rhythmic
patterns. Strike several together and remove the attack and
decay from the tape. A dinner going lends itself for this pur-
pose also, and a deep sounding voice could also be used. The
sounds can be mixed and modilied as required by tape cutting,

Tape loops built up from various sounds and speech are
the major foundation of Musique Concréte but are frequently
used for electronic music composition as well. A loop can be
re-recorded on continuous tape at different speeds and the
loop itself may be re-played at other speeds too; for example,
re-play the loop at say, 7% i.p.s. and re-record at the same
speed. Now play back the continuous tape at half speed
(3} i.p.s.). Alternatively try re-playing the loop at 1§ ips.,
re-record at 17 i.p.s. and play back the continuous tape at
74 i.p.s. Now go one stage further — replay and re-record the
continuous tape at different speeds! This is where you will
need to be careful about gathering noise on the tape. A
recording played back at lower speed will tend to be more
noisy than one played back at the original or a higher speed.
Work as much as possible with increasing speed. If you want
a deep sound, a slower replay speed will provide it, but keep
the recording level as low as possible; in fact it is a good plan,
for the purpose of avoiding noise, to record the original
sounds at slightly higher than normal level and replay and
re-record at somewhat lower level. Noise gathered up during
recording and re-recording processes can of course, be filtered
off, but this requires special equipment, which for the benefit
of the technically minded readers, I will discuss in later
articles.

Before I go on to describe methods of tape cutting which
will produce different degrees of attack, may I suggest the
production of a simple composition of Musique Concréte as
a form of exercise. If you have a copy of ‘ Experiment in
Sound * you will find that I have produced a simple Musique
Concréte composition from the sounds of a train and the
engine whistles, road drills and some footsteps. If you listen
carefully you will be able to identify some of these sounds.
Did you hear the single footstep ?

For our final exercise, record some similar sounds, trains
if you wish (these could be copied from ‘Experiment in

DIRECTION OF TAPE ———>»

serve to illustrate more clearly : make
up about 12 inches of treated
sounds, all spliced together as

January, 1961
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|THE ASSEMBLY OF A TAPE LOOP FIG.{ .
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TAKE-OFF TO

PENCIL TO KEEP TAPE
LOOP TENSIONED

A
CAPSTAN
& ROLLER

s
-

RECORDING &
ERASE HEADS

SECOND RECORDER

Sound ’ if you have a second recorder available) or sounds of
traffic, handclaps or footsteps —in fact any sound you wish.

You will need only a little of each sound. Commence by
cutting out pieces of the sound which are musical, e.g., bright
sounds that have musical tones, as well as low pitched sounds
that can be used for rhythmic background. Make up one or
two tape loops as described earlier and re-record on to a
continuous tape. If you have two or more recorders, make
several continuous recordings at different speeds (if you are
limited to one recorder, you can of course only select your
sounds one by one and assemble them into the final
composition).

The loops may now be discarded as the ingredients for the
final composition are the recordings you have made from the
loops. In addition you will require some leader tape, splicing
tape, and a very vivid imagination. From here on the real tape
cutting processes begin. Listen carefully to the recordings
you have made and choose a short passage of sound with
which to commence your composition. Attach this to a piece
of leader tape and wind on to a spare spool, leader first. You
now simply splice on the new pieces as they are selected.
Choose sounds which have some contrast in tone and loudness,
produce a quiet passage from quiet sounds and use this to
lead into a more gynamic display, built up from loud or deep
sounds.

You will be wise not to let your first composition exceed
more than about half a minute, for if you attempt a larger
composition you mar well spoil it by allowing the whole
thing to become merely a confusion of sounds.

ATTACK AND DECAY BY TAPE CUTTING

Various forms of attack or decay to sounds can be obtained
by cutting the tape at different angles. For example, if you
require a ‘soft attack’, the tape should be cut with a long
angle as shown in Fig. 3a. For the attack, the cut must lead

“FIG.2

towards the head; for the decay, the cut musi
lead away from the head. The cut shown as
B is only suitable for full track recording but
is useful for overlapping two sounds, one with
a soft attack and the other with a soft decay.
The cut shown as C has about the same angle
as that produced by most tape splicers and
provides a medium degree of attack or decay.
The right angled cut (D) produces a hard or
abrupt beginning and ending to a sound, whilst
E provides a somewhat rounder effect, not
because the cut is semi-circular but because the
sound leads on to the head a little more
gradually than the right angled cut of D.
(Note.—These cuts were designed for full track
recordings but with care can be adapted to
produce similar forms of attack, or decay on
half track recordings.) It is usual to make the
cut lead on to, or come away from, a short
piece of leader tape which is followed by
the next sound; this will isolate the sound and
make the attack or decay more prominent. With care, it is also
possible to splice an additional sound into the tape in parallel
to one already recorded, that is a longwise splice. This is,
however rather difficult with half track recording.

I have promised the more technically minded readers some
notes on electronic treatment as well as special circuits for
automatic attack control and tone shaping. Details of these
will be given as part of the next article in which I will also
discuss the composition of purely electronic music.

[

¥

s

Fig. 3.—Controlled attack or decay by tape cutting
A. Soft attack or decay D. Hard attack or abrupt
B. Combined and simultan- finish
eous attack and decay of E. Slightly softer and less
two sounds abrupt than D
C. Medium attack or decay

TAPE AND DISC FOR THE KING OF NEPAL

On the occasion of the State Visit of the King of Nepal, the
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh presented His Majesty with
a high fidelity stereophonic tape and disc sound reproduction
system. This system, designed and built by Alfred Imhof
Limited of New Oxford Street, consisted essentially of a
special mixer control unit linking a gramophone, a micro-
phone, a play-back tape machine, a recording tape machine
and an ancillary source (such as a film sound track), The
photograph shows the control unit on the left, the two tape
decks in the middle and the gramophone on the right. The
whole system was housed in a specially built Imhof’s cabinet
finished in English walnut. The acoustically matched loud-
speakers (15 ohms impedance) were also housed in walnut
enclosures.

This superb and unique hi-fi system was built entirely from
British components and, with its cabinet, was completed in
less than four weeks from the date of the order. It thus
represents a remarkable combination of British technical skill,
British craftsmanship and British commercial ability.

Amateur Tape Recording

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

FR )\ .\l (‘*. \t\ o [ LEADING STOCKISTS OF EQUIPMENT FOR
=
rRANCE OF TAPE, DISC and RADIO
STREA ". AN M | ... anda Yo EXTRA FOR CREDIT TERMS
Q ‘r ‘ Minimum deposits, No interest or FREE SERYICE DURING
;hargu on ‘:-LP.b up to ”E months. 3 (;U:RA:I‘TEE rERIOD.
rices quoted subject to alteration as advertised by the manufacturers
. TAPE RECORDERS AT 169 We pass on reductions where operative
Robulc ... . . 36gns. *Saba .. .. o wm aen 79 gnS, i In Stock in our Hi-Fi Dept.
*Korting MT 1274 Tr. ¥ *Simon $P4 | " 95gns. @ MICROPHONES AND © 181, Streatham High R Pd
2 speed, full stereo with Spectone 161 49 gns. MIXERS i 3 treathaim High Roa
monitor head and amp. 85 gns,  Steltaphon 4 Tr. 37 gns.  Grampian Dynamic .. £8.18.6 | @ STEREQ AND MONO
*Brenell Mk, V .. .. 64 gns.  Stellaphon 4 Tr. 59 gns.  Lustraphone YR/65.NS i AMPLIFIERS BY
Brenell 3 Star 2 or 4Tr. 58 gns.  *Telefunken 85KL ... 79 gns. Stereo Ribbon ... £15.15.0 : Quad  Pye — Rogers
Brenell 3 Star Stereo ... 89 gns.  “Telefunken 76 4 Tr. .. 62gns.  Lustraphone LD/66 ... £4. 2.6 | ek Dulci  Armstrong
Brenell 3 Star 4 Tr. St. 89 gns.  Uher Universal ... ... 79 gns.  Lustraphone ‘Lustrette’ €3, 7.6 | Jason  HMV Elpico
Cossor 4 Tr. .. e . 37 gns.  *Uher 4 Tr. Stereo ... 103 gns.  [ustraphone VR/64 ; s
Elizabethan FT.1 4 Tr.... 39 gns.  *Vortexion WYA ... £93.13.0 Ribbon ... .. .. £7.17.6 @ TUNERS BY
HER LIV QR TRV RN W PR e
izabethan Avon ... gns. & al e s
Elizabethan Popular 94 gns.  Wyndsor Victor ... .. 45 gns. s,:::’f“&;;u"im o Jason Dulci
Elizabethan Major .. 65 gns. BATTERY PORTABLES Ribbonm ... .. £10,10.0 @ LOUDSPEAKERS BY
:Fermgraph 4AN ... ww 81 gns. wgutoba . 69 gns, Simon Cadenza Crystal £3.13.6 8’“3" GEC
o o 88 gns.  Grundig 26 gns.  Reslo Ribbon ... ... £8.15.0 B Wharfedale
Ferrograph 808 ... - 105 gns. Clarion ... ... 25 gns. AKG Stereo Goodmans Kelly (ribbon)
Fidelity '“".“" """""" 29 gnS.  Clarion Twin Set . 8 gns. Dynamic D.88 .. £19.19.0 MOTORS, PICKUPS, BY
Fidelity Minette ... o 2L BMS Minivox o e 37 gns. TSL 3 Channel Mixer  £2. 2.0 arrard Tannoy
Gainsherough Minivox 2 Speed ... ... 41gns. Grundig Mixer ... .. £16.16.0 Lenco Shure
e, v Fi-Cord 101 ... o .. 53gns. Also in stock: ACOS, GRAMPIAN, : Connoisseur  Decca (ffss)
Sonow TR Stuzzi * Magnette ® . 59 gns.  F.L,, RONETTE Philips Ronette
‘G"-"" g TK30 Stuzzi Tricorder ... 3 gns. Goldring
‘Grundlg TK35 Steelman ... 55gns, @ TAPES AND ACCESSORIES ¢ All types of Diamond and
‘G“"“"s TK60 Stereo . Trav-Ler ... .. 29 gns,  Standard, Double Play and Leng Sapphire styli
Harting HMI Stereo ... 86 gns.  wWalters ¢ Neapolitan ’ ... 55 gns, Play in all sizes by all leading ! Acos Dust Bug
HMY. o o k39 * Microphone extra makers. i CABINETS
Magnafon ... ... Bib and Romagna splicers. Match- = Rl.ord Housing
::x::;g;:::: E:- ing transformers. Plugs, sockets, : | .ot ¢ Southdown '
: w etc, i
Philips 4 Tr. 3541 WE SPECIALISE IN Floor and table stands, cable, etc. | VB Enclosures
ps r. 4 - J
Philips 4 Tr. Stereo 3536 92 gns. @ Tape to disc service
*Reflectograph ‘A: { T 95 gna @ Tape copy service 169-171 STREATHAM HIGH RD., vronoon, s.w.16
Rn;e:tcu;gan Flayhack o s @ RECORDER H'gEER'ﬂCE Between St. Leonard's Church and Streatham Station STREATHAM 0466/0192
Deck D oo e e 55 gns. Hi-Fi Dept., 181 Streatham High Road, S.W.1é

FOR THE FIRST
TRANSITONE TIME IN THIS COUNTRY

TAPE RECORDERS World’s Fairy Tales dramatized on Tape

by
SOUND ECOI\SlgPJLDFOR QUALITY Melanie Scott

Set of Four 5” Reels with |6 Different Stories.

AR TOURDEALER-OR. WAITE: Price: 29/6 per Reel plus | [6 postage

IMPORT AGENCIES LTD.
29, OLD BOND ST. LONDON W.I. H. B. TRADING CO.
60-66, Wardour Street, London, W.I.

R - OEm R = a8 1
| L& ]
CITY SALE FOR THE CONNOISSEUR WE OFFER > HN -
A SOMETHING NEW z Bk I
i 152 1
& THE AUDISTATIC MIDDLE AND TOP RANGE SPEAKER Z FEE> by
O ERDE
EXCHANGE LTD 1% i s AT
AMPLIFIERS & CONTROLS TAPE RECORDERS 2 R '
Quad 22 Stereo Contral ... £25. 0.0 | Vortexion WVA .. v £93.15.0 O EBES
93-94 Quad 1t Camtrol T T 6191100 | Ferrograph 308 T © PRER "
ll:eat \;{Slope Ster:t;' g £25. 0.0 Korting Stereo ... gg gns. - 5 El i
FLEET ST ECA Q= - Nl sl Pl I sl Sl v RKWN: 5.3 4
PHONE: FLEet Street 9391-2 H.P. TERMS AVAILABLE O. Bl EE [
l & . -
L L ‘
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Tape in Education

B.R.C. Educational Division

THE OBJECT oOF the Educational Division of The British
Recording Club is to bring practical assistance and added
interest to the work of school clubs. This feature must there-
fore consist primarily of reports of their activities, so that
shared experience may widen their scope and improve their
efficiency. So will readers — especially teachers and school
club secretaries — please note that the regularity of this
feature's appearance depends on them. Provided with sufficient
information from correspondents, our Division will report
monthly.

REGISTERED SCHOOLS

The number of school clubs affiliated to BRC increases
slowly but steadily. May we bring to the notice of schools not
yet affiliated the form of application on page 4.

VICTORIA TECHNICAL SCHOOL

Victoria, the first school to report its tape activities to us,
continues to be active and (equally important for ‘ATR’) to
report to us.

The Victoria boys embarked on a programme of equipment
construction — activities for which a technical school is par-
ticularly suited. They have already made a transistor radio
which enables BBC programmes to be recorded in any class-
room. They have also made (from a circuit given in March
‘ATR’) a microphone pre-amplifier to cope with the longer
mike lead needed for recording Christmas plays and carols.

NEW TEACHING TAPE

Our principal report this month came from Miss M.
Sharman, B.Sc., who teaches Commerce in a London Secon-
dary School. Finding a dearth of audio-visual aids in this
subject, she has turned to tape recording to meet the needs of
her own classes.

“Although,” she writes, “the subjects studied under the
heading of Commerce have a direct bearing on the occupations
which the majority of my pupils wish to take up on leaving
school, the girls find it difficult to envisage the ways in which
they will use their knowledge. Films explaining the functioning
of banks, etc.. excellent though they may be, still do not relate
this information to the work of a shorthand-typist. Last year,
therefore, I decided to start making my own tapes. The ulti-
mate object is a series all featuring an office junior called
upon by her employer to perform certain duties. Scared to
admit to him her ignorance of business routine she hastens to
her friends and begs their assistance.

“In the first tape we made the office junior, Mary, is
requested to take the bank statement and check it against
the paying-in book and the cheque book. The ‘employer’
repeats his request slowly so that his junior (and my classes !)
can take notes of the things to be done.

“The scene then moves to a café where, over lunch, Mary
is heard pouring out her troubles to a friend from another
department. She plaintively asks the meaning of certain terms
used in her employer’s instructions which have completely
baffled her. Joan is able to explain some of them because her
father has a bank account, but others are quite beyond her.
They beg the assistance of a senior colleague passing their
table but she is in too great a hurry to do more than deliver
a small lecture on the stupidity of taking on tasks beyond
one’s power and on the advisability of some study and reading.
At the end the junior is left on her way back to the office
resolved to tackle those of her tasks which she now under-
stands and then to ‘confess’ to her employer her inability to
complete them.

“This tape I have tried out on four classes and their res-
ponse proved encouraging as to the use of this method of
teaching while at the same time indicating certain failings in
this tape. The girls certainly enjoyed listening to the tape. I
timed its appearance in the class so that they already knew
some of the answers. Hence they were able to feel that in the
shoes of the office junior they could do much better than she
had; they could also see the point in continuing the lessons
so that they would know all the answers. The mixture of
sympathy for the ignorant junior (only a month earlier they
knew as little as she did and in her job would have appeared
as foolish) and superiority because they, though still at school,
knew more than the girl at work, was a good atmosphere in
which to continue our lessons,

“As to the failings : I tried to put too much into this, my
first tape, so that there were too many points raised to be
discussed in the short lesson fime remaining after we had
heard the tape. The parts of the office junior and her friend
were played by two girls from the school and, although the
voices were right, it was obvious that they were reading their
parts. Finally, we had not sufficient background noise.

“Once the school Christmas activities are over I shall be
able to scrap this tape and use the material to make two tapes
—this will meet our first problem. A friend who is the
possessor of a portable tape recorder has now offered assistance
in the matter of background noises, and we hope that the two
youngsters’ lunch-time discussion of their problem will be
accompanied by the background noise of a coffee bar.

“This accomplished, we hope to proceed to a tape with our
‘dumb’ office junior trying to post an unsealed registered letter
and an over-size parcel.

“I should be interested to know if other teachers are also
producing their own audio-aids, perhaps we could exchange
1deas — or even tapes!”

OTHER ACTIVITIES

Mr. Amrit Devesar a member of the Indian Foreign Service
has offered to help the Club with its Indian Section of the
proposed Commonwealth tape. School Clubs Secretaries wish-
ing to contact Mr. Devesar should do so through Dr. Smith.

The Victoria Club is maintaining its tapespondence, has
contacts in USA and has been promised a tape from a
Canadian schoolboy. Tt is remarkable what 20 to 30 boys
forming the club of an ordinary LCC Technical School can
do through ‘ATR’; Victoria’s contacts already extend from
Canada and USA to India.

The club’s ordinary activities were curtailed throughout
December by calls for assistance to other school societies in
connection with Christmas plays, carols, etc.

ENGLISH, DRAMA, ELOCUTION, ETC.

Teachers with classes reading Shakespeare and other plays
often sigh for good recordings of these. Most classes cannot
record plays satisfactorily through lack of suitable (including
adult) voices. One method of meeting this need — without
purchasing expensive records and in a manner specially
adapted to the needs of secondary schools — would be for a
group of teachers to meet centrally and themselves record
selected poems, prose passages or plays. Any willing to
participate in such a group project please write fo me.

NOTE.—Letters relating to this page should be addressed to :
Dr. C. A. Smith, M.A., Education Division, "ATR’, 145 Fleet
Street, London, E.C4

Amateur Tape Recording
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kkuriand
KONSOLLETTES

THE

KONSOLLETTE

38 gns. inclusive

ALSO THE

\
KONSOLLETTE % 5
‘FOUR’
WITH —
FOUR-TRACK BOGEN HcADS
giving you
Up to 17 hours Recording Time on one Tape
Double Tape E ¥ - « « . 45gns. inclusive

The Konsollettes have the most up-to-date

3-speed units by Collaro (with space for h' f
stereo heads). Full monitoring and super- I1-tl
imposing facilities; pause controls; magic PRINTED
e'y;e recording level indicaters: straight CIRCUIT
through amplifier features; 6-valve ampli-

fiers, with monitoring through the high- all-British

flux speakers; extension speaker sockets.

Write for free literature to *
Kuriand Recording Systems Led

i Tilr High §
th 1] enquiries Tilly's 1ane, High st.,
sambs invited:  Staines, Middx.

of supremacy
in the
waorld of
sound

Tel : Staines 52788

DARE

“ There’s a NEW

KORTING 4-TRACK
STERE0 RECORDER

just out, and they say
it’s simply sensational”

It’s got a spec. that reads like a pro-
fessional man’s dream. 2-speeds, (3} &
T4) separate head and amplifier for
direet monitoring. Fcho, super-impose
and true synchro facilities. Low noise
transistorised pre-amp stages. Separ-
ate tone controls. 4 tracks (naturally)
and smarter and better than anything
Korting have everdone yet. Price 85 gns.
Leading stockists sell the MT.157. Send
to us for full deseriptive leaflet.

Trade enquiries invited
TECHNICAL SUPPLIERS LIMITED

HUDSON HOUSE, 63, GOLDHAWK RD., LONDON, W.I2.
Telephone—SHEpherds Bush 2581 and 4794.

the FINEST TAPE RECORDERS on
INTEREST FREE TERMS .. ..

Write, Phone or Call today. You can buy by post with perfect confidence

Deposits from 20% 12 months to pay

I know how difficult it is to choose the Tape Recorder. That is why more and
more people come to the Royal Opera Arcade, because my advice, personal
attention and help are freely given. Full demonstrations at any time, and you
can always examine and hear the Jatest and most
Remember —I am here to help you.
Leaflets gladly sent if you are unable to call

interesting machines.
LAURENCE DICKINSON

” £ w !’ 4-Track Monaural Recorders

Model Gns

i PHILIPS 59 gns. TELEFUNKEN 64 gns.
Philips 3515 d-track ... 34
Eissbethan Princess 39 4-Track STEREO/MONAURAL RECORDERS
Simon Minstrelle . . 3 PHILIPS 92 gns. HARTING 86 gns.
ks, = W R KORTING 68 gns. ELEKTRON 77 gns.
Wi B Tpe = = PrH ACCESSORIES, We CAMERAS. By Zeiss, Agfa, Eumig,
g]ri::g:%mﬁkm TS g; carry a wide range of Voigtlander, etc. Send for lists.
Telefunken 75 with mic. .. 56 ) microphones, earphones, READ the all in one Tape Recorder
:e"h lsa]; e I e §3 leads, telephone adaptors, etc, etc. Book, 12/6d. Packed with information.
naw ik T oW SERVICING. We undertake Rapid  TElFFUNKEN DA CAPO RADIO
Grundig TK25* .. .. 62 —_— L :
T':;:’f.““ en. Beck® L. L - and Efficient Servicing of all Tape 39gns. Call & Hear this fine instrument.
Korting Stereo* - i 68 Recorders.
g;}:i‘i‘n!;::g-:::::k with Mic, gg TAPES. Audio, Agfa, B.AS.F., EM.I, TELEFUNKEN TAPE D?CK, 63 g'ns.
Brenell Mk V with Mic. . &9 GELOSO, Scotch Boy, Telefunken, Use it with your amplifier or with
;‘;:,::’,;'HT\!"&“,, i, Wi ;} etc. Send for lists, the Telefunken Radio. - n
Telefunken B5KL* .. i : 79 L] = The Royal Opera Arcade lies
O © | Dickinsons of Pall Mall Ltd. i i
"""" iy i Piccadilly Circus or

* Excluding Microphone

11 ROYAL OPERA ARCADE, PALL MALL, 5.W.1

TRA 2881 - Trafalgar Square.)

January, 1961
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Tape

and disc review

¢ Latin Moderne ’
Bi-Tapes. LJA109. 33 i.p.s. monaural,

Side 1.— Deed I Do’; ‘ S"Wonderful ’; * E1 Cumbanchero *;
‘ September Song’; ‘ Cuba’; ‘ Night and Day’; ‘ Nearness Of
You’; ‘Too Marvellous For Words’; ‘Blue Moon’; Latin
Leisure ",

Side 2.— Follow On’; ‘ The Breeze and 1’; ‘I've Got You
Under My Skin’; “ Tico, Tico’; ‘Tenderl?' > ‘Time On My
Hands ’; ‘As Time Goes By ’; ‘ Latin Stroll’; ‘ Laura’; ‘ Dave’s
Montuno ".

This tape has a marked improvement in the reproduction
quality over previous Bi-Tapes releases covered in this column.
The group playing these Latin numbers is an All-Star line-up
with Kenny Powell (piano); Dave Goldberg (guitar); Roy
Willox (flute); Lennie Bush (bass); Barry Morgan, Pat Ryan
and Ian Daniel (percussionists); Dennis Edwards (trumpet).

The music is comprised of well known numbers given worth-
while arrangements in the featured idiom. The music, needless
to say, is suitable for dancing or listening, and readers with a
liking for music in the Latin manner can buy this tape with
confidence, for the standard of playing is very high.

The notes on the tape box are worthwhile from the point of
view of introducing the musicians, although several should
need little introduction to Ted Heath, Sidney Lipton followers.
The front cover of the box features a design by Sydney
Dolcini-Cheatle . . . but it’s the music that matters.

¢ Party Dance Time’
HMV CSD1328. 12in. stereo LP.

Joe Loss and his Orchestra play 36 All Time Hits on this
very enjoyable record, The first side is given over to a medley
of quicksteps ranging from ‘Anything Goes' and ‘Change
Partners’ to ‘I've Got My Love To Keep Me Warm .

Side 2 kicks off with a ‘ waltz’' medley, featuring such sure
favourites as ‘T Wonder Who's Kissing Her Now "’ and ‘ The
Song Is Ended’, followed by a ‘quickstep’ medley which
includes the famous Irving Berlin number ‘ Cheek to Cheek ".
The final selection is another ‘ waltz’® medley, with such well
known songs as ‘You Forgot to Remember’ and ‘I'll Be
With You In Apple Blossom Time’.

The Joe Loss Orchestra is superb, and it is easy to under-
stand why he has remained at the top for so long. The stereo
sound is warm and inviting, and whilst the record is ideally
suited for dancing, it will be equally welcomed for happy
listening. You cannot help but feel happy with this type of
music on the turntable,

The cover of the record is very attractive, showing a colour-
ful dancing scene. * Well done, Joe Loss and your boys’.

‘ Dance With Kid Ory Or Just Listen’
HMV (Verve Series) CSD1325. 12in. stereo LP.
Side 1.—'Am I Blue’; ‘Ja-Da’; “ Fidgety Feet',
Side 2.—* Hindustan *; * 12th Street Rag’; ‘ Dinah ",
Personnel.—M Marsala (trumpet); Kid Ory (trombone);
Darnell Howard (clarinet); Cedric Hayward (piano); Frank
Haggerty (guitar); Charles Oden (bass); Earl Watkins (drums).
The choice is yours, dance or listen, the music is most suit-

by Stanley R. White

able for both. I prefer to listen myself because any record
featuring the Kid Ory band has plenty of good jazz listening.
This disc is no exception and features plenty of fine jazz
playing in the New (grleans or traditional jazz field. All of
the players are good soloists, and are heard to advantage. Mr.
Ory leads the field with his biting trombone, and retaining the
characteristic sound which he has built up over the years,
leads the band through six very well known tunes. ‘Ja-Da’
finds Ory and Marsala doing the vocal honours, whilst dear
old ‘ Dinah ’ is handled vocally by Marsala with suitable vocal
backing by other members of the band.

The music is real down to earth jazz, it has to be with
the Ory band, but the tempo is suitable for dancing — even in
the ballroom style. The numbers, only three to each side, are
very long, and give the band ample opportunity to work-out
their feelings on each. I like Haggerty's guitar work, and find
Marty Marsala (trumpet) and Darnell Howard (clarinet) in
great shape. This is a very worthwhile record to have around,
and should have wide apgeal. It was through listening to bands
like this one led by Kid Ory, that people like Chris Barber
learned what jazz was all about, (No disrespect for Mr. Barber,
who was a good scholar.)

LOUIS ARMSTRONG

(Courtesy of Philips Records Ltd,)

¢ Dardanella ’; ‘ Muskrat Ramble’
45-MGM-1107.
Bing and Satchmo with Billy May and his Orchestra.

I just had to mention this great ‘single’, for the benefit of
those who have so far missed buying it. This is the old
‘Gone Fishin’' team together again, and what a fine job
they make of these two oldies. The accent is on ‘fun’ rather
than any serious attempt at putting this material over. Bing
Crosby and Louis Armstrong at their fun loving best. Inci-
dentally, an LP featuring Bing and Satchmo should socon be
available, if it is not already around by the time these reviews
appear.

Amateur Tape Recording
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I"ANE,S SERVE SOUTH J—— THE METRO-SOUND RANGE of

The largest Hi-Fi & Recorder Stockists METE STUN] TAPE RECORDER ACCESSORIES
serving Sussex and the S. Coast

@ FREE DELIVERY KLENZATAPE For cleaning tape 1ecorder heads.

AP By TAPE RECORDERS * AMPLIFIERS Complete kit 12/6. Fluid refills 3/11.

® EQUIPMENT BY TUNERS * LounSPEM(ERS ETC.

» lEEO%PF'ISSE:'l%KERS leading makes always in stock METRO- For both recording tape al:u.l 8 mm.
BOOKS, ETC. at advertised prices SPLICER Cine film. Complete with film emul-
3?53%?:?33'&5 3&?‘1“”“ Enquiries welcomed wlthouﬁ sion scraper and spare cutting unit
DEM CONTROL PANEL | obligation. Write, Phone or Call | 15/-. i‘;gre cutters 1/-. Spare cutting
units .

LANE’S (RARIO) 11 GARDNER STREET, BRIGHTON : o
LTD. (Between North St. and North Rd.) The original For making positive identification of
Half-day Weds, Phone: BRIGHTON 20773 METRO-TABS recordings AT A GLANCE 3/11.

complete with index.

Tape Deck Made from specially shaped feather-
SHEEN TA PE RECOBDER Cleaning Brush soft non-scratch Nylon 2/6 each.
CENTRE LTD The above items Now available in the METRO-
. complete with +
fsigris . many spares SOUND TAPE ACCESSORIES
Specialists in Tape Recorders and Accessories making u total SET lavishly mounted and lux-
Serving London and Home Counties value of . fo mndacal B !
Your Centre for Friendly Help—Sales—Service £2.4.9 uriously packaged for only £2.2.0.
FREE Home Demonstration—Day or Evening
- To Show Any Model You Require Sole manufacturers :
Advice on All Makes from 19 gns.
Detalls-—Wlth Pleasure—Call—Phone—Write METRO-SOUND MFG. CO. LTD.
8 Station Parade Open 10 a.m. until 7 p.m .
Sheen Lane Early Closing, Wed., | p.m. 19a BUCkmgham Road,
Sheen, London, 5.W.14 Showrooms : PROspect 0985
(MNext to Mortlake Station S.R.) Office : CHIswick 5487 LOI"‘IdOI‘I. N.T. (CLISSGld 8506;7)

Details of any model sent on request from SOUTH WEST
LONDON'’S HI-FI CENTRE

SANDS HUNTER:”.”

85, THE BROADWAY, WIMBLEDON, S.W.19. cHErrywood 4393

7, CROWN HILL, CROYDON, SURREY. &
CROydon 5425 o

45, HARE STREET, WOOLWICH, S.E.I8. (OO _.-,yg_-"
WOOIwich 1955 , o e

3, MITCHAM ROAD,TOOTING,S.W.17. - P
BALham 2880 ey

37, BEDFORD STREET, STRAND, W.C.2, il A
TEMple Bar 8858 o S ST S

& ’ - v A

MENEN PRE RECORDED MONO & STEREO TAPES, TAPE COPYING & TAPE-TO-DISC SEIWIGE_
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MORE TAPE NEWS

MOODMASTER TO BE
MARKETED IN BRITAIN

A considerable increase in the use of
continuous background music in shops,
offices, hotels and factories is expected
as a result of the signing of an agree
ment between the giant Conley Elec-
tronics Corporation of Chicago and
GBC Electronic Industries Ltd., the
British company which markets Clarion
transistorised tape recorders in the UK.

A new company, Moodmaster (Great
Britain) Ltd., in which GBC and
Elizabethan (Tape Recorders) Ltd.
hold the controlling interest, has been
set up to handle marketing of the Con-
ley Corporation’s Moodmaster equip-
ment in this country. Moodmaster is to
be launched in Britain and throughout
the Continent at the beginning of
December.

The Moodmaster system of contin-
uous, controlled, background music is
extensively used in factories, offices,
stores, supermarkets, fashion houses,
hotels and places of entertainment in
the United States.

No long queues waiting to sign in at
this party. As each guest arrived he was
introduced to his host at the reception
point by a Master of Ceremonies speak-
ing into the microphone of a Clarion
tape recorder.

The occasion was a reception held at
the Merrapoie Hotel in Leeds recently,
where ' Danmark ' Frozen Foods were
launched in Britain by Danish Frosted
Foods Ltd., of Selby, Yorkshire.

The reception was attended by more
than 400 grocers and this is thought to
be the first time a tape recorder has
been used as a visitors’ book, providing
not only a permanent record of their
names and addresses but an accurate
timetable of their arrival against a live
background atmosphere, impossible to
achieve with the written word.

B8.R.C.

APPROVED DEALERS

Visit the Showrooms & Gramophone Record Library at

AUDIO REPRODUCTION GENTRE

134 UXBRIDGE ROAD,
SHEPHERDS BUSH, W.12
SHE 2234

UNIQUE RADIO SERVICE
The Facade, High Rd., Goodmayes, Essex

Telephone : Seven Kings 8277

RECORDING CO.
3,‘8 Brigsr.m:k Parade, london
rnton Heath, Surre
Opposite T/Heath & T Elus Depot. THO 760
London Showrcom : 35 Craven Street, Traftalgar
Square, London W.C.2. Telephone TRA 2080

ESSEX TAPE RECORDER CENTRES
2 MARYLAND POINT STATION,
LONDON, E.I5 (Head Office)
Telephone : MARyland 5879
205 HIGH STREET, EAST HAM, E6
(Opposite East Ham Station)
Telephone : GRA 6543

MANCHESTER’S SOUND SPECIALISTS

All makes of Tape Recorders and Accessories
Appointed Ferrograph Stockists
Gramophone Record Library—includes Stereo

LANCASHIRE HI-FI
8 DEANSGATE, MANCHESTER

(MNext to Grosvenor Hotel)

H-E-Wu EARLSFIELD LTD.
545 GARRATT LANE
s.w.i8.

Telephone : WIM 0709

SHEEN TAPE RECORDER CENTRE LTD.

Personal Sales and Service by L. G. Francis
8 STATION PARADE, SHEEN LANE, SHEEN,
LONDON, 5.W.14. Showrcoms: PROspect 0985

Office : CHlswick 5487
(Mext to Mortlake Station S.R.)

RAPID RECORDING SERYICE

78s and LPs from your own tapes—
Master discs and pressings

Recording Studio equipped with Bechstein Grand
Mobile Recording Van, "Off the Air’ Service

21 Bishops Close. Church Lane, E.17 COP 3889

E. C. KINGSLEY & CO.

132 TOTTENHAM COURT ROAD,
LONDON, W.1.

G. L. MORTON & CO. LTD.
12 OXFORD STREET,
NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE |

ST. ALBANS TYPEWRITER CENTRE
31 HATFIELD ROAD,
ST. ALBANS, HERTS

SOUTHERN RECORDER SERYICE
2 ST. GEORGE'S STREET,
WINCHESTER, HANTS

Bath Co-Operative Society Ltd.
TELEVISION CORNER,
SOUTHGATE STREET, BATH.

C. SHARP & SON LTD.
4 PREBEND ROW,
DARLINGTON, CO. DURHAM

L‘zmaa

——
RECORD co

Well Equipped Service Dept.

Rapid Postal Service.

SPECIALIST SUPPLIERS OF ALL GOOD
TAPE RECORDERS, MICROPHONES, TAPES,
AND ACCESSORIES.

OFFICIAL FERROGRAPH AGENT
Hire Purchase Facilities Available
Personal Export.

95 LIVERPOOL ROAD, LIVERPOOL 23.

Phone: GREat Crosby 4012

THE KODAK COLOUR SHOW

The Kodak Colour Show which
demonstrates the blending of sound and
vision (see last month’s editorial) will be
presented throughout the country from
January until April this year. Tickets,
each of which will admit two persons.
are available from Kodak dealers in the
city or town in which the Show is to
be presented, a fortnight before the
actual date of the Show.

Here are the Shows already arranged :

11.1.61 Bath
17.1.61 Nuneaton
19.1.61 Bedford
24.1.61 Croydon
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Leamington Spa
Rugby
Beckenham
Chelmsford
Cheam
Southampton
Winchester
Southend-on-Sea
Maidstone

High Wycombe
Bournemouth
Birkenhead
Wigan

Liverpool
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CLUBMAN REQUESTS

Harold Moylan, Sir Daniel Wilson Residence, 73 St. George
Street, Toronto 5, Ontario, Canada, regrets that he is not able
to continue tapesponding activities at the present time, having
become a student at the University of Toronto.

WO II R. J. Abbott, The Regimental Depot RAOC.,
Hilsea Barracks, Portsmouth, offers recordings of military
parades for exchange.

Ralph J. Parkinson tells us that his address, from the 13th
December will be c/o Mr. J. Parkinson, 15 Hala Grove,
Scotforth, Lancaster, Lancs.

D. Larkin of 42 Mount Ash Road, Sydenham_ London,
S.E.26, regrets that he cannot engage on any new tapespond-
ence, being fully taped up already.

We regret to announce that Mr. C. R. Packham, whose
name appeared in the October Directory, has since died.

A. A. Hannah, 17 Blundell Street, Blackpool, is chasing a
deleted disc recording of °‘Scatlerbrain’ played on the
electronic organ by Ken Griffins (Philips PB803). Has any
reader a second-hand copy to lend or sell (will pay double
original price) ?

Sean C. Hickey’s address has recently changed from Leap
Houfse.]ktt) The Cock Inn, North Street, North Walsham,
Norfolk.

HAVE YOU ORDERED YOUR
B.R.C. DEMONSTRATION TAPE
YET?

LECTURE AND DEMONSTRATION

“EXPERIMENT IN SOUND”

by F. C. Judd, A.Inst.E.

(Technical Editor of
‘Amateur Tape Recording’® and ‘ Popular Hi-Fi’' magazines)

AT THE GRAFTON RADIO SOCIETY
Montem School, Hornsey Road, Holloway, London, N.7

On FEBRUARY 3rd, 1961
AT 8.30 p.m.

Nearest Tube Stations : Holloway Road and Finsbury Park
Buses : 73 and 29, also Trolley Buses from Tottenham Court Rd.
The School is almost at the corner of Hornsey Road which is
about 100 yards along Seven Sisters Road from the ‘Nags Head’,
Holloway:.

Refreshments available between 8 and 8.30 p.m.
Lecture commences promptly at 830 p.m.

A cordial invitation is extended by the Grafton Radio Society
to all readers of *ATR’' and to members of the BRC. This
lecture will be of special interest to all tape recording
enthusiasts.

X FREE

ALL THESE RECORDERS ARE IN
STOCK . .. AND MORE TOO...

Alba Harting Elizabethan
Amplion HMY Ferrograph
Brenell Korting Gaimgnrough
Butoba  Philips  Peto-Scott
Casian  Reps Reflectograph
Clarion Sagatone Regentone
Cossor  Simon Telefunken
Crown  Sound Yeritone
Elpico  Spectone Yortexion
Fi-Cord Stella Walter
Fidelity Truvex Wyndsor
Grundig Uher

January, 1961

ESSEX TAPE RECORDER CENTRES

2, MARYLAND POINT STATION,
STRATFORD, LONDON,E.I5. (HEAD OFFICE)
TELEPHONE:MARYLAND 5879

o

% LONDONS LARGEST
TAPE RECORDING
SPECIALISTS

INTEREST

¥ FREE CATALOGUES, PAMPHLETS ETC,
% FREE DELIVERY ANYWHERE

AFTER SALE SERVICING
¥ FREE TECHNICAL INFORMATION
¥ FREE HOME DEMONSTRATIONS

% CALL AT 0UR LONDON SHOWROOMS WHERE YOU MAY
SEE HEAR & COMPARE ANY OF THE RECORDERS
FROM OUR TREMENDOUS RANGE OF OVER
250 MODELS.

ADDRESSES

205, HIGH 5T.NORTH, EAST HAM
LONDON,E6. (OPP.EAST HAM STN)
TELEPHONE.GRANGEWOOD 6543
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GRUNDIG (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. SLASH PRICES
ON TAPE RECORDERS

_ Congratulations to Grundig (Great Britain) Ltd. who have
just celebrated the sale of their 100,000th TK 20 tape recorder
in Great Britain—a unique event in the tape recorder
industry. They have also made drastic cuts in the price of the
following current models :

The TK 20— 10 gns. off! Is now 42 gns, including
condenser microphone.

The TK 24 — price reduced by 7 gns. to 55 gns.! This
includes high impedance microphone.

The TK 30 —can now be bought for 65 gns., a saving of
7 gns., and the TK 35, the three speed version of the TK 30,
also reduced by 7 gns. to 75 gns.

WHAT’'S NEW?

TAPE RECORD CATALOGUE

Teletape have produced an attractive catalogue, which lists
the surprising total of 800 tapes issued under more than a
dozen different labels.

They cover the complete field of music — the classics, opera,
pop, dance and brass band — also tuition.

The catalogue is priced at 2/6d. (refundable on purchase of
tape record(s) ).

RECORDERTAPE

THIS IS a new low priced magnetic recording tape distributed
by Speedtape Ltd., who claim their tape is non-curling, has a
low print-through factor, is sensitive and suitable for high
fidelity recording. They can supply standard and LP tape on
3, 5, 54 and Tin. spools, packed in cartons. The prices are as
follows :
Recordertape (PYC BASE)
Jin. LP Tapes @ 7/6 each

Sin. LP Tapes @ 20/~ each
5%in. Std. Tapes @ 20/= each
53in. LP Tapes @ 25/- each
7in. Std. Tapes @  25/- each
Jin. LP Tapes @  37/- each
If a minimum of three tapes are ordered, the price is :
3in. LP Tapes @ 6/9 each
5in. LP Tapes @ 18/~ each
5%in. Std. Tapes @ 18/- each
53in. LP  Tapes (@ 22/6 each
7in. Std. Tapes (@ 22/6 each
7in. LP Tapes (@ 33/4 each

For an order of six tapes (one size or mixed) then the price is :

3in. LP Tapes @ 6/- each
Sin. LP Tapes @ 16/- each
5%in. Std. Tapes % 16/~ each
53in. LP  Tapes 20/~ each
7in. Std. Tapes @ 20/~ each
7in. LP Tapes 29/6 each

We have tested two sample spools of this tape which, con-
sidering its low price, is acceptable as good quality tape.

On the samples submitted the occasional drop out was
noticed and one of the tapes contained a splice. Recording
quality on the whole is quite good although sensitivity is not
quite up to that of higher grade regular priced tapes. The
tape erases cleanly and when used with an average domestic
recorder is capable of producing worthwhile recordings. It
appears to be quite strong and showed no tendency to curl
or otherwise lose its smoothness in running through the guides
and heads of a typical domestic recorder. Leaders are fitted,
but no silver contact strip is included.

I would suggest that the makers use proper splicing tape
for the leader joints and for any joint along a length of tape.

Recordertape is foreign made and distributed by Speedtapes
Ltd., 145 Hammond Street, Preston, Lancashire. ¢

A.R.L.

(Continued on page 47)

BUTOBA MT5S

Denham & Morley Ltd. have introduced special new Carry-
ing Cases for the Butoba MT 5 Tape Recorder. Price in plastic
will be £3.17.6 and in Pigskin Leather (illustrated) Tgns. The
cases are extremely attractive, and have spare pockets for spare
reels, microphones and other accessories.

The Butoba MT 5 is priced at 69gns. (including mic.).

Amateur Tape Recording
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NEW EMITAPE ACCESSORY KIT

The new Emitape Accessory Kit provides in compact and
immediately accessible form the facilities for editing magnetic
recording tape that are normally found in broadcasting and
recording studios.

Mounted on a specially moulded plastic tray with a rack for
seven reels, the kit comprises an Edi-tall detachable metal
joining block slotted for 90-degree and 45-degree cuts, two
razor-sharp cutters, three reels of leader tape, a reel of metallic
stop foil, and a reel of jointing tape. Each reel of tape or foil
is both protected and held vertically ready for pulling in a neat
and practical Emicase dispenser of red polystyrene.

The tray is drilled for easy fixing to a workbench or table,
dual purpose wood [metal screws being provided with the kit

The price of the complete Accessory Kit, with instruction
booklet, is 37/6d.

STUZZI INTRODUCES A 26gn. 4-TRACK RECORDER
The new Stuzzi Junior 4M is the lowest priced four-track
recorder so far. Designed and made in this country by Stuzzi's
British concessionaires, Recording Devices Ltd., it embodies
many of the features of the company's Manneguin recorder,
including superimposition, and straight through facilities.

A BSR deck with a four-track head using 5%in. tape spools
gives six hours playing time per reel of tape at 3} ip.s.
Frequency response is 80-9,000 cycles. Changing from one
track to another is simple; all that is required is the turn of
a switch.

Other features of this new machine include : magic eye,
input and output sockets, volume and tone controls, and a high
quality 8in. x 3in. speaker.

The Stuzzi Junior 4M is housed in an elegantly designed
cabinet, smartly finished in two-tone plastic cloth.

Price 26gns., including microphone cnd reel of tape.

January, 1961

(Photograph by Aeorfilms and Aero Pictorial Ltd.)

NEW GRUNDIG FACTORY

An aerial view of the factory recently completed for Grundig
Works Ltd. on the Dunmurry Estate near Belfast where
Grundig tape recorders will be manufactured mainly for distri-
bution by Grundig (Great Britain) Ltd. With 72,000 sq. ft. of
floor space, the factory is one of the most modern and well
eqofa{r]féoped in the world and will provide employment for nearly
1 ;

‘CALL BOY’

This Tape Position Indicator by Colton & Co. (Lapidaries)
Ltd., is designed to give accurate cueing on the many tape
recorders having no counter built in.

It consists of a three figure counter with reset wheel having
a rubber sucker enabling it to be fitted instantly to any smooth
surface.

The drive is taken from the tape spool through a flexible
drive shaft which is attached to the spool by means of a rubber
clip. This can be connected or disconnected in a matrer of
seconds.

The cueing is by counting revolutions therefore as opposed
to lineal measurement.

Simple and accurate in operation this accessory is available
at 42/6d.
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I BELIEVE the Stuzzi Tricorder was the first recorder
employing a tape speed of 15/16ths i.p.s. This means 12 hours
continuous recording which is very nearly equal to four track
economy. I reviewed this recorder when it was first introduced
into this country and I then doubted whether a recording
speed of 15/16ths i.p.s. would be successful. It was and still is,
and not only is the mechanical performance excellent but the
electrical performance too is quite as good at this speed as
many other recorders operating at 3% i.p.s.

Only by very careful listening can the slightest wow be
detected at 15/16ths i.p.s. The fine slow speed performance of
this recorder is undoubtedly due to the exceptionally well
designed tape drive mechanism. It does of course have three
speeds : 33, 1§ and 15/16ths i.p.s. from which the name * Tri-
corder ’ is derived. Considering the facilities it offers, it is an
extremely compact recorder for it has incorporated mixing, a
superimposing control, recording level indicator, an interlock-
ing push button control system, as well as output sockets for
an external amplifier and an extension speaker,

It is attractively finished in two tones of beige coloured
leatherette and both the lid and plastic handle are detachable.
The recorder is supplied with a reel of tape and tape spool,
special extension leads and a really excellent ribbon micro-
phone with a two way polar response. A ring type control on
the stem permits directional or non-directional pickup.

MIXING FACILITIES

The Tricorder is one of the few domestic recorders that
have provision for mixing microphone, pickup and/or radio
signals with a separate control for each channel. A variable
superimposition control is also a novel feature for this allows
the addition of another recording to one already on the tape
but with a varying degree of erasure to the original recording.
With this control it is therefore possible to add speech and
fade the existing background completely out or leave it at

HOME VIEW

STUZZI TRICORDER
578 W.

some other desirable level. This facility alone adds much to
the value of the Tricorder.

DESIGN FEATURES

The valves in the first amplifier stages are DC heated which
undoubtedly accounts for the low hum level. Space is provided
for mounting a third playback head which can be used for
direct monitoring of recording or the production of artificial
echo with the aid of an external amplifier. A socket is provided
for a telephone adaptor and by means of special contact strips
attached to the tape, slide projectors with automatic slide
change mechanisms can be operated. The machine may also
be used as an amplifier for a pickup or radio tuner.

MAKERS’ SPECIFICATION & PERFORMANCE TESTS

Frequency rcsplongﬁo Test results
at 3% i.p.s. 40-16, c.ps. sop s
at 13 ip.s. 40-8,000 c.ps. T ey

at 15/16ths i.p.s. 40-4,000 c.p.s.

Erasure : better than 65dB

Output power : 2.5 watts

Signal to noise: better than
45dB

Complied Wictlh specification
o.

do.
Wow and flutter : better than
0.3% do.

OTHER SPECIFICATION DETAILS

Mains supply : 110, 130, 150, 220 or 240v at 50 c.p.s.

Inputs : microphone 2ZmYV, radio or P.U. 60mV at 0.5M.ohms.

Output : extra speaker socket 2 to 6 ohms. External ampli-
fier feed approximately 1.5v at 20K.ohms.

Valves : EF86, ECC83, ECL82, HT rectifier — metal.

Spool sizes : 53in. diameter or smaller.

Drive : special purpose external rotor type motor.

Amateur Tape Recording
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THE GRUNDIG GMU 3
MICROPHONE MIXER
by F. C. Judd A.Inst.E

A MIXER UNIT provides you with additional microphone
and signal channels and can add much to the production of
interesting recordings. For example two or more microphones
can be used together with independent control over each. At
the same time signals from a music source can be brought in
at will. This is far superior to superimposing, for one has
complete control over timing, etc.

The Grundig GMU3 microphone mixer caters for four
inputs, each one controlled. It will accommodate three micro-
phones of the high impedance type (crystal) for which standard
jack sockets are fitted, or the Grundig microphones for which
the special three pin continental sockets are fitted. The fourth
channel is a high level one suitable for a radio or pick-up
inpu:él pre-amplified microphone, or output from another tape
recorder.

Push button controls: fast forward, fast re-wind, replay,
record and pause.

Dimensions : 13in. x 10in. x 6in.

Remote control : for hand or foot switch.

Projection control : connection for direct control of a slide
projector.

PERFORMANCE TESTS

The machine submitted for review was subjected to most of
the tests that one can apply to a tape recorder. The quality
of relpruduction over the built in twin loudspeaker system is
excellent although I suggest that for more serious listening this
recorder is used with either a hi-fi external speaker, or an
external amplifier and speaker, from which the full frequency
range and quality of reproduction of the Stuzzi would be
obtained. Mechanically the performance of this recorder is
excellent. The tape position indicator is quite accurate and
will locate a required section of tape to within a few inches.
The brake system is instantaneous in operation and tape trans-
portation generally warrants no adverse comments. Fast wind
and re-wind takes about 2} minutes for a Sin. spool of LP
tape and tape spooling is even on normal record or playback.

The Stuzzi Tricorder is a fine example of a domestic class
recorder and can be recommended for those looking for a
high quality three speed machine which, because of the ultra
slow 15/16ths i.p.s. is almost as economical tape-wise, as some
of the four track recorders now available.

This recorder is distributed by Recording Devices Ltd.,
44 Southern Row, Kensington, London, W.10 and is priced
at 63 gns. complete with accessories and comprehensive
instruction book.
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No tape recording enthusiast should be without a mixer
unit. Its value is not realised until one has been used, for a
mixer provides the only flexible method of controlling three
or four input signals simultaneously and independently.

The Grundig GMU3 can be used with any tape recorder; it
is fitted with a magic eye level indicator so that signal level
can be checked before being fed into the recorder. The makers
technical specification is as follows :

Mains voltage : AC only 200-250 volts 40-60 cycles per sec.

Power consumption : 15 watts.

Valves : ECC83, PCF80 and EM840 indicator.

Input sensitivity : Mic. 1 channel 1.2mv at 100K.ohms.

Mic, 2 channel 4mv at 100K.ohms.
Mic. 3 channel 4mv at 100K.ohms.
Mic. 4 channel 300mv at 500K.ohms.

Output impedance : 1,000 ohms approximately.

Output level : 65mv full gain.

NOTE.—A polarising voltage (100v) is available at the three
continental sockets for Grundig condenser microphones.

The mixer is strongly made and housed in a green stove
enamelled case. Each channel is clearly marked and each con-
trol has a calibrated scale; the controls can therefore be
accurately re-set to a pre-determined level.

PERFORMANCE

I have used the mixer quite frequently over a period of
about three months and it has given a very satisfactory
performance.

It has been used for mixing signals from microphones, radio,
pick-up and the output from another tape recorder. On any
channel the hum level is reasonably low but thermal noise
from the first channel is present with the gain control set at
maximum. The remainder of the channels have negligible
noise and I could trace no crosstalk whatsoever between
channels. The gain on channel 1 is adequate for quite low
sensitivity microphones, whilst channels 2 and 3 will cater
adequately for most crystal microphones and of course the
Grundig instruments.

The fourth channel is intended for radio or pick-up input
and has sufficient gain for this purpose. Since the output
impedance is low, a fairly long cable can be used between
mixer and recorder without loss of the high frequencies or
the risk of picking up hum.

The frequency response from channel 1 is substantially
level between 200 and 20,000 c.p.s. being —5dB at 100 c.p.s.
and —5dB at 25,000 c.ps.

The remaining channels are reasonably level between 100
and 8,000 c.p.s.

I feel that the makers could improve on the frequency
response of the GMU3 mixer, otherwise it is ideally suitable
for all domestic recorders and has many really useful applica-
tions. It is well worth its price of 16 gns. anJ will more than
pay for itself in infinitely better recordings.

It is manufactured and distributed by Grundig (Great
Britain) Ltd., 39-41 New Oxford Street, London, W,1.
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GET-ABOUT

enthusiast...

Gets-about? Sure does. Wherever there is something worth-
while recording you'll find him. Armed with Stuzzi Magnette
of course. A Magnette, because its truly portable —no batteries
to charge. Up to 100 hours on each set of torch batteries.
Because it has all the facilities including two speeds. Because
if it’s worth recording it's worth recording well and the record-
ing quality of the Stuzzi Magnette leaves nothing to be desired.
If you're an enthusiast whois sick of being tied to a plug lead and
wantreal quality you should investigate the Stuzzi Magnette.
Nothing simpler, just drop us a post card. Details by return.
NOW A 7% I.P.S MODEL, TOO. For the professional
there is now a T4 1.p.s. Stuzzi Magnette

with even better recording
qualities to CCIR
standards, Price 75 gns.

HE NEEDS

STUZZI

MAGNETTE5Oans.

RECORDING DEVICES LTD., 44 Southern Row,

Kensington, London, W.10. Ladbroke 4775-68

TETE-A-TAPE

Further deliberations on frustrations imposed,

and opporiunities offered, by tape recording,
by David Lazell

On Location in Darkest London

Recently, I had to make a tape recording of a discussion
group in progress, and my rendezvous was in St. Pancras
(not the railway station, I hasten to add. I shudder to think
of the difficulties involved in making a tape recording on
Platform 6 in the rush hour!). Anyway, the four participants
and I met in a well-furnished board room, suitably untidy for
a gathering of intellectuals. After some planning of our dis-
cussion, we decided to switch on the tape recorder, and thus
started our session. I was rather worried by the ticking of
the clock at the other end of the room; a wall clock, it ticked
slowly and majestically. So we stopped recording, and played
back our tape. I said that I could hear the tick. My colleagues

said that they could not. Since I often have strange sounds in
the head, I took their word for it, but regarded the clock with
considerable suspicion. There were some other interesting
sounds on the tape, for that matter. In the road outside, a
horse and cart ambled by, followed a few minutes later by
the noisiest motor bike in London. But we finished our
recorded discussion, and agreed to hear it over. I could still
hear the solemn and incessant tick. Then the horse and cart,
followed by the roar of the motor bike. Between these strange
sounds, the discussion continued.

But the other speakers were unperturbed.

“How do you put up with all this traffic noise ? " I asked.

“ What traffic noise 7 they said.

“All these cars and motor bikes . . . " I explained.

“You get used to it,” they said. “We never notice the
traffic.”

I have decided, in future, to make two versions of all
recorded discussions. One will have lots of background noise,

Amateur Tape Recording
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including Big Ben, motor horns, mopeds, buses and street
cries — this will be for the benefit of city dwellers. The other
version will be soft and peaceful, for those who live in the
wilds of Sussex and Argyll. Which means that I will have to
buy a bicycle. In the meantime, I had best warn listeners of
my recorded tick —in case they think the death watch (tape)
beetle has ventured into their valuable tape recorders. Who
knows — my tick may become the successor to ‘the hum'
(which itself may be caused by the simultaneous use of the
million or so tape recorders now owned in Britain).

I once heard of a Londoner who moved to the country, and
was unhappy until he had made a special recording of rush
hour traffic in Piccadilly. Whenever he felt melancholy, he
played the tape over to himself. The neighbours all rushed
to their windows, in wonder at all the invisible traffic rushing
down the lane. There’s a moral here somewhere — never go
to London without a soundproof tent, if you want to make a
nice, quiet recording. And it seems inevitable that tape enthu-
siasts develop a super sense of hearing. Especially if you
pretend that you are a tape recorder once in a while (i.e.
to trace all suspect sources of sound). As for me, I still hear
ticking . . . maybe I'll put some insecticide in the innards
of my tape machine, yet.

Tell Me The Way To Go Home

A friend of mine has just told me that a local pub has
installed a tape recorder for the benefit of the patrons. Exactly
what that benefit is, he couldn't say. However, many public
houses have tape recorders in the bar these days, and it might
be useful to list the possibilities of these wonderful machines.

The most obvious use is that of enabling patrons to rehearse
the story that they are going to tell the wife when they arrive
home late. With a mild-and-bitter grasped in the right hand,
the mike leaning against a packet of crisps, the wayward hus-
band can try out his story, e.g. “ I was kept late at the office,
dear; sudden contract job . . . ” Then the story can be played
back for the benefit of others with wives of a suspicious
nature ! At the same time, the magic eye may even measure
the heaviness of breath, i.e. if it goes a bleary red, you've
had a mite too much for one night. Another good use for the
pub’s recorder is that of testing the ability of its customers.
Some recorders are so complicated that it might be a good
idea to make a fellow switch from track one playback, to
track three record, just to find out whether he’s fit to go
home. As long as he doesn't get pinched for being drunk in
charge of a tape recorder, of course.

Then there are those suitably sentimental choruses, which
are sung to untuned piano accompaniment. Songs for tape
recording might include ‘Tell me the way to go home’,
‘There’s a long, long tape a-winding’, ‘ Little Sir Echo’, etc.
And, if the Landlord is hoarse, he can always get the machine
to boom ‘Time Gentlemen, Please!’ (50—15,000 c.p.s.). One
day, they might even combine a tape recorder with an elec-
tronic brain combined with slot machine, and have robots
instead of those fair barmaids. Then we’ll all stay at home
with the telly. Still, if more pubs buy tape recorders, we
might find local hostelries with names like ‘ The Wow and
Flutter ', * The Seven-inch Spool ', * The ATR Arms’ and ‘ The
Stereo and St. George'’. In which event, you may find me in
the garden ordering an orange juice and free go at the
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JUNIOR
4M

TUZ/

and you’ll never
believe that such
a good

TRACK

tape recorder
costs only

26 gns.

BUT THAT'S ITS PRICE!

JUST LOOK AT THE VALUE
6 hours, playing time per 5" reel. Volume and tone con-
trols and super imposition. Magic eye. 3}i.p.s. Frequency
response of 80-9,000 cycles. Weighs only 18 Ib. Undoubtedly
the best value on the market. Ask your dealer for a
demonstration, meanwhile drop us your name and address
for full details.

RECORDING DEVICES LTD., 44 Southern Row,
Kensington, Lendon, W.10. Ladbroke 4775-6
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A MUST FOR EVERY
TAPE RECORDING
ENTHUSIAST

‘?'.'a.-!“'-."-"-
Ao/

" A PRACTICAL

T il N
T

AUDIO DEMONSTRATION
HIS unique recording gives spoken explanations and
Tactual audio examples of early tape recording. It
discusses the principles of tape recording;
acoustics; cycles per second; decibels; frequency
response; equalization; balance and distortion.

It demonstrates right and wrong microphone position-
ing, mixers, feed back, gagging, hiss, hum, overload,
signal-to-noise ratio, print through, wow and flutter. Its
final section provides two special signals for use when
adjusting the azimuth alignment of tape heads, invaluable
to those who have no suitable signal generator.

TAPECRAFT plays one hour at 3} ips and is corrected to the C.C.I.R
curve. It has a frequency range from 40 to 10,000 cps reproducable in
suitable Hi-Fi equipment with correctly loaded loudspeakers in a separate
cabinet. It is available on Standard double track tape, 5" reels.

Other SPEECHMASTERS Productions include:-
Send for complete list, POST FREE

The Modern Usage of English, The Psychology
ORDER FORM

Direct from your usual Tape supplier or direct from us. Special terms
of Expression, The Art of Public Speaking,
Relax and Live, Selling for all its worth, Speak
To Speechmasters Limited, 22, Coasral Chambers, Buckingham Palace
Road, London, S.\W.I.

to tape clubs, write for particulars.
up and Sell, Selling from A to Z, etc.
copies of TAPECRAFT.

Please send ............ | enclose Cheque /| P.O. | Money

Qrder valus Foiiiiiiniiissivsiirssovarissssins

Name

Address

TRADE ENQUIRIES INVITED

46

transistorised model tape machine. I mean to say, we'd have
to stick to orange juice if they had one of these new multi-
purpose, four track, super-imposition, stereo plus mono efforts
in the Saloon Bar . . .

Chain Taping

I don’t think that it is ever a good idea to write and tell
someone that he is now a member of a round robin, if he
has not been asked if he would like to join. This is an aural
version of the old chain letter technique, e.g. ‘ Please send a
Sin. tape to each of the 36 people listed on the attached list.
In time, you will receive (if you're lucky) your 36 tapes back
plus any others which are sent to you by mistake. If you
do not abide by this letter, you will have bad luck, and your
machine will blow up at midnight! Your friend, Augustus
Nitwit.”
Dictation Difficulties

An energetic, keen office manager (there are such office
managers, I assure you) of my acquaintance recently dis-
covered a large, heavy but serviceable tape recorder in the
organisation for which he worked. This machine was rarely
used, one reason being that a course of vitamin tablets was
advisable for anyone wishing to carry the recorder any dis-
tance. Henry, the keen office manager, decided that it was just
the thing for dictation, and stayed in his office after everybody
else had gone home (real keen, man). Then he fitted up the
tape machine, and proceeded to speak with great efficiency
into the microphone. Trouble was that he fell asleep shortly
afterwards. I think that the typists had great difficulty in
putting a snore down on paper. As Henry said, “I started
yawning, and the next thing I knew, I was asleep . . . must

have been all that struggling with the tape recorder.” Anyway,
keen type that he is, he gets someone else to mave the
recorder these days.
Ideas for Designers Department

There have been many ideas thrust into this column — need-
less to say, designers haven't been too interested. Since so
many people claim that they are appalled by the sound of
their own voice when recorded, couldn’t some bright manu-
facturer bring out a special recorder with built-in upper class
accent 7 The real *U’, what ?

errograp

(A ppointed Dealer)
Tape Recorder & Hi-Fi Specialists
Showrooms : First Floor

3-8 BRIGSTOCK PARADE,
LONDON ROAD,

London Showroom

35 CRAYEN STREET,
TRAFALGAR SQUARE,

THORNTON HEATH, LONDON,
SURREY. w.C2.
Omers BT SDTET O

NUSOUND RECORDING COMPANY

Amateur Tape Recording
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WHAT’S NEW? (continued)
—WYNDSOR FOUR-TRACK

Wyndsor Recording Company Limited announce a four-
track version of their well-known portable tape recorder, the
Wyndsor ¢ Victor’,

This popular tape recorder gives quality playback of its
own recordings through a 10in. x 6in. elliptical speaker in a
detachable li«i The four-track version is only being released
now that it has been developed to a standard of all-round
performance equal to the two-track. Its frequency range is
even further extended.

All the existing facilities of the two-track ‘ Victor* such as
mixing of inputs, controlled monitoring, three speeds, the
10in. x 6in. speaker, etc.,, remain. The attractive appearance
is identical apart from the track-change switch.

The Wyndsor ‘ Four-Track’ has been produced to meet a
current demand but Wyndsor have no intention of dropping
the two-track version which remains as popular as ever.

It retails at 49 gns. complete with crystal microphone, 1,200
feet of tape and radio jack-plug.

NEW ELIZABETHAN POPULAR

Elizabethan (Tape Recorders) Ltd. have produced a new
machine to sell at the amazingly low price of 19igns. — the
lowest-priced tape recorder ever to come from a major manu-
facturer.

Known as the ' Popular’, the new Elizabethan has a clean
and attractive design. The cabinet, which includes storage space
for spare spools, being finished in red leathercloth and grey
and blue vynair. A carrying handle is fitted.

The Popular is supplied complete with Elizabethan crystal
microphone, tape, spare spool and radiogram connecting lead.

Fitted with 5%in. spools, the Popular operates at a tape speed
of 3%} i.ps. with a claimed frequency response of 60-8,000
cycles. It is a twin-track machine and incorporates a magic eye
load indicator, Tin. x 4in. elliptical speaker and volume and
tone controls. Qutput is 2% watts.

B.R.C. Badges

2/9d each, post free
OVERSEAS : 3/- (50 cents, U.S.)
PLEASE SPECIFY
BUTTONHOLE OR BROOCH FITTING

BACK NUMBERS AND BADGES
obtainable from
145 FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C4
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Chitnis

UDIOGRAPH

STEREO AND MONO
TAPE RECORDERS

New name. ..
New (lower) prices

To Chitnis Recorders using Bogen heads goes the credit of proving that high
quality recordings can be made at 3} ‘;,p!. using quarter-t s and that
a st L der can be contained within an lly compact case with
sacrificing efficiency in any way. The mechanical and electronic standards of
the Chitnis range are things that users Tli:klr learn to rely on and recordings
hkmiﬂ: these machines are outstandingly good from whatever source they
are e,

I future, Chitnis Recorders will be known as Chitnis AUDIOGRAPH
Recorders, and with this change of name we announce attractive price

ducti Quality, worl hip and materials remain the same.

mozz'l‘wo-tm:k. two speed ?l'}'l'tp e!-i ips) mono with rri%ﬂ 48 gns.

KH.33 Two speed, four-track mono with reel of Tape, MNow 54gns_
9 IS4K 4-TRACK STEREO (illustrated above) with paired in-
T e Rl e
e 'y ,
- reel of Tape. ﬁs"u'gm., now 56gﬂs.

Chitnis omni-directional and cardioid dnumi: mi no and ste
available for .mtcmphones (e )

You get more for your money when you buy a

Chitnis
AupiocrarH
QUALITY TAPE RECORDER

Distributed to leading stockists through wholesale houses
For latest leaflets, please write to
LONG ACRE

Chitnis Electronics Ltd. tsncon. wes
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
6d. per word, minimum 7/6. Box Nos. 1/6 extra

Friendly Folk Association, Torquay
(Est. 1943), Members everywhere,
Hobby Exchanges, Stamps, Photo-
graphy, Viewcards, Tapesponding, Pen-
Friends (100 countries).

Professional recording tape (joined)
1,200 feet 7 inch spools at 20/- inc.
box P. and P. 1/6d. per reel extra.
Olympic Sound Studios, Carton Street,
W.1. Telephone : Hunter 1635.

TAPESPONDENTS’ LABELS 200—12/-
from “SHIRLEY ANN’'S” Printing/
Duplicating, Eye, Suffolk. Samples on
request. Stockists for BRAND FIVE
tapes : 5in. L.P. 18/6d.

FERROGRAPH 71/3}/11. Ex-Govt,
Metal case very robust £50. SIMON
SP/2, 71/33, fitted Bradmatic Heads £50.
Both little used, excellent condition.
Two Mahogany matched cabinets for
12in. speakers £12.10.0 each. ORMEROD,
112 Sunnybank Road, Potters Bar,
Middlesex. Telephone POB 6428 (even-

ings).

Recording Tape. Save up to 307%. Send
for list. Also 50 Second-hand Recorders
in stock. E. C. Kingsley & Co., 132 Tot-
tenham Court Road, London, W.1.
EUSton 6500.

Grundig TK/25. Brand New, Tape and
Mic. Personal Import Duty Paid, Split
Profit at £60 or part exchange and Cash.
Box No. AT/50.

TAPE TO DISC SERVICE. Send your
recorded tapes to us and be sure of
good service. 10% reduction allowed off
initial Order. Figures in brackets de-
notes playing time in minutes. 78 rpm—
Single sided discs, (2) 12/-; (3) 13/-;
(44) 15/6; or Double Sided 78s—(4)
14/6; (6) 15/6; (9) 18/-. 45 EP—(10) 19/-.
LPs Single Sided discs—(9) 21/6; (15)
26/6; (20) 31/6; or Double sided LPs—
(18) 26/-; (30) 33/-; (40) 37/6. 2/6 extra
per parcel for Packing & Postage. SAE
for leaflet:- Sunderland Sound Services,
28 2Viewfortll Terrace. Sunderland
57032.

Brand New Recording Tape. 7in. reels
1,800ft. L/P 31/-, 5%in. 1,200it. L/P 22/6,
5in. 900ft. L/P '17/6, 7in. 1,200ft. 22/6.
Other Grades: 7in. 1,200ft 16/6, 5%in.
850ft. 13/3, 5in. 600ft. 12/-. Super
Quality 7in. 19/3, 5%in. 15/3, 5in. 13/9.
Post & Packing 1/- per reel. Guaranteed
Satisfaction. Empty Plastic Reels: 7in.
2/10, 5%in. 2/8, 4in. 2/- P. & P. free.
A. Marshall. 18 Cricklewood B’way,
London, N.W.2. GLA 0161-2.

MY ROLLEIFLEX CAMERA in ex-
change for Grundig ‘Cub’ or similar.
Wood, 4 Graeme Road, Enfield.

AMERICAN SCOTCH TAPES. 1,800ft,
Long Play 7in. Spools. Specially im-
ported by us Direct U.S.A. Guaranteed
Perfect. Bargain Price 35/- (List 50/-).
Zodiac Records, 19 Gerrard Street, W.1.
Regent 3030.

TAPES NEED PROTECTION trom
atmospheric changes : keep them in per-
fect condition within shaped polythene
bag ‘ Tape-Protectors’. Per dozen: 3in.
—1/6d.; 4in.—1/8d.; 5in.—1/9d.; 5%in.—
2/-; 7in—2/4d.; 8}in.—2/8d. From your
Dealer, or (adding 6d. postage), from
Swains Papercraft Ltd., Dept. 28, Buck-
hurst Hill, Essex.

Specialists in the Sale and Hire of Stereo
Tapes. Hire Charges /- per tape. If
sufficient members are interested, we are
prepared to start a ‘Pop’ and ‘Jazz’
section. Send stamped addressed, Fools-
cap envelope for particulars and lists.
Stereo Tape Library, Linden, St. John’s
Road, Brecon, South Wales.

Fabulous Offer of American ‘HI-TONE’
high quality Magnetic Recording Tapes.
Brand New and guaranteed. A Special
bulk purchase enables us to offer you
this amazing bargain. 5in. 600ft. Stan
dard Play Tapes only 12/11d. complete
on reel and boxed. Acetate Base. Full
frequency, 20-20,000 c.p.s. Balanced
Reel. High Output. Low Distortion.
Ideal for all Tape Recording purposes.
P. & P. on one spool 1/-, 2 spools 1/6,
3 spools 1/9, 4 or more FREE. Trade
Enquiries invited. Callers Welcome.
LACKNU Litd., Dept. ATR1, 11 Crickle-
wood Broadway, London, N.W.2.

SECOND HAND RECORDERS at very
reasonable prices. Telephone, call or
write for lists. Nusound Recording Com-
pany, 35 Craven Street, Trafalgar
Square, London, W.C.2. TRA 2080 or
THO 7609,

TAPE RECORDINGS transferred to
modern DISCS. Philips, 38 Kensington,
Liverpool 7.

WANTED, Grundig Tape Recorder,
Accessories, Pre-Recorded Tapes. F.
Riddle, 113 Church Road, Northolt,
Middlesex. VIKing 4734.

DONATE 2s. 6d. (100ft. of Tape) to the
BRITISH RECORDING CLUB TAPE
BANK for the use of the Hospital
Tape Service and the Tape Reading
Circle for the Blind. 145 Fleet Street,
London, E.C.4.

PRE-RECORDED TAPES. Unique 40
page catalogue listing all makes, Mono,
Stereo, 74 and 3% i.p.s. Send 2/6d. re-
fundable on first tape record purchased.
Dept. T.R.2 Teletape Ltd.,, 33 Edgware
Road, W.2. PAD 1942.

EASYSPLICE TAPE SPLICER makes
tape splicing Simple, easy and accurate.
Guaranteed 5/-. Easysplice, 30 Lawrence
Road, Ealing.

‘TAPE TO TAPE OR DISC ’— Micro-
groove Master Discs and Pressings from
12/-. Stamped Addressed Envelope for
details to: OMEGA Recording Com-
pany, 112 Sunnybank Road, Potters Bar,
Middlesex. Telephone POB 6428.

FI-CORD Portable, new condition. With
extras. 45 gns. BOX No. ATR/60.

Agency in New South Wales wishes to
market a new single speed domestic or
office type tape recorder. Air Mail to
McLean Agencies, 664 Kingsway,
Miranda, New South Wales, Australia.

‘EROICA’ Recording Studios (estab-
lished 1949), have supplied reliable tape
recorders since 1951 for the home and
for industrial and professional use. Let
our experience help your choice.
(Ferrograph, Brenell, Stuzzi, etc., and
recorders for special purposes.) Mics.,
Tapes, Speakers, Accessories. L.P. discs

from your tapes. 31 Peel Street,
ECCLES, Manchester. Eccles 1624,
Studic  Director: Thurlow Smith,
A.R.M.CM.

TAPE TO DISC RECORDING Micro-
groove LP from 27/6d., 45 r.p.m. E.P.
—20/-, 78 r.p.m.—11/-. 48 hour return
service. Finest quality. S.A.E. for com-
prehensive leaflet to: A. D. MARSH
(‘ Deroy ’ Sound Service), 52 Hest Bank
Lane, Hest Bank, Lancaster. Telephone :
HB.2444.

WHEN REPLYING TO
ADVERTISEMENTS PLEASE
MENTION AMATEUR TAPE

RECORDING MAGAZINE

Printed for Associated British Tape Recordin,
Distribute,
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Only with FI=CORD can you have it both
ways—really HI-FI and really portable

Don’t be misled hy the compact size. the realism of sound to movie films.
The F1-CoRrp is a high fidelity instru- The rFI-corRD weighs only 41 1bs.,
ment of advanced scientific design —

) s ? measures 9§” x 5” x 21", operates in any
assuring true-to-life recordings.

position (lid open or shut) and requires

Frequency 50-12,000 ¢.p.s. + 3dbh. Tape no power point. It runs on 4 batteries,
speeds T} i.p.s. and 1} i.p.s. Twin track rechargeable from the automatic charger
record/playback, using standard 31" supplied.
spools. Built-in speaker. Full playback volume.

Wherever you go. you can take your Extension speaker socket. Dynamic
FI-CORD with you, it is ideal for adding microphone with stop/start switch.

CATCH IT—- | -
AND KEEP IT—WITH F I-CO R D

Complete with 5 9
Microphone, Tape,
Batteries and Charger GNS

or with Grampian DP4/M 6 6
Microphone GNS

Write for name and address of your nearest stockist to;—

FI-CORD Ltd - 40a Dover St - London - W1
Tel: HYDE PARK 3448

GG
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d0 better o

the tape
that's-made

to give

Authentic Sound

BASP Magnetic Recording Tape
1;’.) > BASE  chemicals Limited

5a Gillespie Road, London, N.5. Canonbury 2011

.,\\

www americanradiohistorv com


www.americanradiohistory.com

	atr-0161 01
	atr-0161 02
	atr-0161 03
	atr-0161 04
	atr-0161 05
	atr-0161 06
	atr-0161 07
	atr-0161 08
	atr-0161 09
	atr-0161 10
	atr-0161 11
	atr-0161 12
	atr-0161 13
	atr-0161 14
	atr-0161 15
	atr-0161 16
	atr-0161 17
	atr-0161 18
	atr-0161 19
	atr-0161 20
	atr-0161 21
	atr-0161 22
	atr-0161 23
	atr-0161 24
	atr-0161 25
	atr-0161 26
	atr-0161 27
	atr-0161 28
	atr-0161 29
	atr-0161 30
	atr-0161 31
	atr-0161 32
	atr-0161 33
	atr-0161 34
	atr-0161 35
	atr-0161 36
	atr-0161 37
	atr-0161 38
	atr-0161 39
	atr-0161 40
	atr-0161 41
	atr-0161 42
	atr-0161 43
	atr-0161 44
	atr-0161 45
	atr-0161 46
	atr-0161 47
	atr-0161 48
	atr-0161 49
	atr-0161 50
	atr-0161 51
	atr-0161 52

