
RADIO AND TV HIGHLIGHTS OF 1949 
AS REPORTED IN BROADCASTING 

Jan . 2—Network bat t le fo r Sunday eve-
ning audience»begins as Jack Benny 
goes to CBS. 
J an . 9—FCC reports to Congress t ha t 
239 AM stations were authorized in 
1948, bringing total to 2,034; 102 FM, 
making total 1,020; and 43 TV, mak ing 
total 109. 

J an . 10—U. S. broadcasters ' opera t ing 
expenses rose to 79c out of every dollar 
of total revenue in 1947, according to 
annua l s tudy made by Dr. Kenne th H. 
Baker , NAB research director . 
J an . II—Coaxial cable connects P i t t s -
b u r g h and Cleveland l inking East Coast 
wi th-Midwes tern video ne twork . 
Jan.. 11—Executive Commit tee of BMB 
announces resignation of John. Church-
ill and loan of NAB director of 
research, Dr . Kenne th H. Baker , to or -
ganization to supervise second na t ion-
wide s tudy. 
Jan . 17—Study of Bal t imore radio m a r -
ke t published. 
J a n . 20—Radio, video coverage of in -
augura t ion unprecedented . 
J a n . 24—Radio's ne t revenues $402,826,-
000 according to BROADCASTING 
YEARBOOK est imates. 
J a n . 26—Five Bal t imore stations fined 
fo r contempt of court in Bal t imore gag 
rule . Decision appealed. 
J an . 28—Two-man Senate In te rs ta te 
.Commerce subcommit tee recommends 
t ha t clear channels be b roken down and 
power ceiling be kep t at 50 kw. 
Feb. 4—Television Broadcasters Assn. 
plans expansion of .services . 
Feb. 7—NBC relaxes ban on t ranscr ip-
t ions and plans o ther changes in code. 
Feb. 14—NAB Board of Directors mee t s 
in New Or l eans ' and plans super radio 
survey, sets up separa te corporat ion to 
handle al l-radio presenta t ion and t akes 
other impor tan t steps. 
Feb. 28—Representatives of 170 NBC 
affiliates mee t in Chicago to hear ne t -
work plans. 
Feb. 28 — BROADCASTING TRENDS 
shows managers increasingly f e a r f u l 
of monopoly and ma jo r i ty f avor gov-
e rnmen t regulat ion of ownership. All 
oppose censoring program content . 
Feb. 28—Survey b y Elmo Roper fo r 
Fortune magazine shows radio is n a -
t ion's No. 1 past ime. 
Feb. 28—FCC hear ing begins on sale 
of WHAS to Crosley. 
Mar. 4—Hugh Feltis resigns as presi-
den t of BMB effective April 15. 
Mar. 7—Study of San Francisco radio 
marke t published. 
Mar. 14—Study of St. Louis radio m a r -
ke t published. 
Mar. 21—TRENDS survey shows radio 
r ise is taper ing off. 
Mar. 22—BMB appoints Dr . K e n n e t h H. 
Baker as acting pres ident . 
MaT. 23—Assn. of National Advert isers 
a t Hot Springs, Va„ meet , ask wha t 
t h e y are gett ing fo r the i r radio and 
television dollars 
Mar. 28—Survey shows wi thdrawals for 
first t h r ee months of 1949 of 8 AMs. 46 
commercia l FM authorizat ions and 2 
TVs. • 
MaT. 28—Study of New Orleans radio MaT. 28—study oi 
m a r k e t publ ished. 
Apri l 1- -North American Regional 
Broadcas t ing Agreement expires. Mexi-
cans indicate t hey would l ike one-year 
pos tponement of Sept . 13 Montreal con-
fe rence a t which new agreement will 
be proposed. Pos tponement was re -
jected. 
Apri l 6 — Engineers review technical 
progress as annua l NAB Engineer ing 
convent ion opens. 
April 8—Frank White named president 
of MBS; Ed Kobak to become a con-
sul tant . 
Apri l 11—Network gross for J a n u a r y 
1949 total $17,722,450 as compared wi th 
$17,544,380 in J a n u a r y 1948. Total spot 
business for 1948 es t imated at a ne t of 
$99,431,000. Breakdown and analysis of 
p roduct groups made fo r year . 

April 11—NAB board votes $75,000 loan 
to BMB, at NAB convention. Indus t ry 
prepares fo r in termedia competit ion; 
sets u p plans f o r BAB, Jack Koste 
heads AIMS group; Independents meet . 
Apri l 18—Sen. Johnson introduces bill 
to boost Commissioners ' salaries each to 
815,000 then accuses FCC on floor of 
' •prosti tut ing" democrat ic principles b y 
pract ices t ha t a re "scandalous, shock-
ing and disgusting." 
Apri l 20—CBS net shows 45% drop in 
first quar te r of 1949 due to increased 
television costs and cut in record m a k -
ing profits. 
Apri l 20—Counsel fo r G. A. Richards 
files application f o r consent to t r a n s f e r 
of control of his t h r ee stations to t h r ee 
t rus tees . 
April 30—Tentative CAA an tenna s t and-
ards st i r up s to rm of protes t . 
May 2—TRENDS survey shows spot a n d 
local business gaining. 
May 2—AP, U P and INS show big in -
crease in radio members . • • s 

May 2—Total teleyision t ime sales fo r 
first qua r t e r of 1949 a re $5,240,655. 
May 3—Daytime television fo r WJZ-TV 
New York to be ex tended to all ABC 
owned and operated stations as soon 
as possible, it is announced by Robert 
EJ Kintner , executive vice president . 
May 4—U. S. Court of Appeals f o r the 
District of Columbia raps FCC fo r fa i l -
u r e t o show basis fo r its decisions and 
fo r inconsistency in applying its y a r d -
sticks t o r ival applicants . ' 
May 5—In speech before Ins t i tu te f o r 
Educat ion by Radio FCC Chairman 
Wayne Coy places date fo r television 
dominance over radio as 1954. 
May 6—NAB re jec ts ASCAP arbi t ra t ion 
plan. 
May 6—Federal- Bureau of In te rna l 
Revenue issues wha t amounts to an ad-
verse ru l ing on proposed contract w i th , 
capital gains fea tures for F ibber Mc-
Gee and Molly and NBC. 
May 11—Frank Stanton signs 10-year 
contract wi th CBS a t base salary of 
$100,000 a year . 
May 12—WJZ-TV and Harry S. Good-
m a n Product ions sign 10-year contract 
for more than a million to cover pu r -
chase of Television Telephone Game. 

May 12—45-station Don Lee ne twork 
realigns top personnel w i th elevation 
of Lewis Allen Weiss to cha i rman of 
the board . WiUet H. Brown is named 
pres ident . 
May 13—FCC by 4-to-2 vote grants 
regular l icense to Arde Bulova's WOV 
and WNEW. 
May 19—NAB code becomes fu l ly oper -
at ive. 
» lay 23—FCC calls UHF. VHF te le-
visions hear ings fo r la te August . 
M a y , 23—Donald T h o r n b u r g h , C B S 
Western Division vice president to b e -
come president and general manage r 
of WCAU Phi ladelphia . 
May 24—Video spot accounts fo r 38.3% 
of television revenue fo r first . f o u r 
mon ths of 1949. 
June 2—Editorializing b y radio s ta-
tions wi th in undef ined limits o£ fa i rness 
and balance authorized by FCC to re -
verse Mayflower decision. 
J u n e 2—Sen. E. W. McFar land (D-
Ariz.) in t roduces bill to reorganize 
FCC staff, Commission. 
June 3—Thomas McCray. NBC n a -
tional p rogram director , succeeds K e n 
R Dyke as head of ne twork ' s p rogram 
depar tment on Mr. Dyke 's resignat ion. 
June 3—RMA reassures public t ha t 
present TV sets will not be m a d e ob- -
solete b y UHF or color. 
J u n e 6—Study of Milwaukee radio 
m a r k e t published. 
J u n e 7—Gordon Gray, pres ident and 
publ isher of the P iedmont Publ ishing 
Co. Winston-Salem, N. C: which owns 
and operates WSJS Winston-Salem, t h e 
Winston-Salem Journa l and Twin City 
Sentinel and owner of WMIT, appointed 
Secre tary of t h e Army . 

J u n e 7—Gordon Gray, vice pres ident 
of WIP Phi ladelphia elected pres ident 
of newly incorporated All-Radio P r e s -
enta t ion Commit tee . 

J u n e 9—FCC repeals out r ight Avco ru l e 
on s ta t ion sales. 

J u n e 9—Lower cour t and Mary land 
court of Appeals reversed on gag ru l e 
m Bal t imore case. 
J u n e 17—Investigation of possible m o -
nopoly in broadcast ing field is u n d e r -
w a y in Jus t ice Dept . Ant i -Trus t divi-
sion, Senate In ters ta te and Fore ign 
Commerce Commit tee is told. 

J u n e 17—$50,000,000 wor th of ne twork 
radio programming pu t behind public 
service campaigns of The Adver t is ing 
Council in 1948. 

' J u n e 17—WMOB Mobile, Ala. , ceases 
operations, assets sold and it goes off 
a ir . Costs and un ion t roubles cited as 
reason. 

J u n e 24—ABC asks changes in i ts con-
t rac ts wi th affiliates. 

J u n e 27—TRENDS survey shows 54.5% 
th ink NAB work is only average. 55% 
of all replies place Miller 's s tewardship 
as excellent . 

Ju ly 1—Joseph H. McConnell, vice pres-
ident m charge of F inance of RCA was 
elected execut ive vice pres ident of t h e 
corporat ion. 

Ju ly 4—John ,W. Craig, vice pres ident 
Avco Mfg. Corp., General Manager 
Crosley Division, tells how Buyers Mar-
ke t can m e a n Business f o r Broadcast-
ing. The first of a series. 

Ju ly 4—Trends survey shows m a j o r i t y 
of members favor dividing NAB into 
AM, FM and TV divisions. 

Ju ly 11—Hecht Co. of Washington uses 
radio to m a k e n e w Silver Spring 
branch success, 

Ju ly 15—Jess Willard declines NAB 
video division directorship. Resigns 
execut ive vice presidency as of Aug. 1. 

Ju ly 15—Streamlined NAB f o r m a t is 
announced by Judge Miller. 

Ju ly 15—FCC announces proposed new 
UHF VHF television allocations. 

/ 

Ju ly 21—McFarland Bill to reorganize 
FCC procedures is repor ted to t he 
Senate, 

J u l y 21—Royal V. Howard resigns as 
director of NAB engineer ing depa r t -
ment . 

Aug. 1—Detioit radio m a r k e t is ana-
lyzed. 

Aug. 13—Further expansion o£ AT&T 
television relays is approved by FCC., 
Aug. 15—BROADCASTING 1949 Mar-
ketbook wi th Spot Rate F inde r is pub -
lished. -

Aug. 19—FCC announces t h a t give-
aways will be banned as of Oct. 1; NAB, 
ABC de fy rul ing. 

Aug. 22—PIB figures show ne twork 
sales a re s teady th rough second qua r -
te r . 

Aug. 26—FCC urges 'all manufac tu re r s 
or exper imenters equipped to produce 
color TV receivers or adaptors to get 
them out wi th all possible speed p r e -
para tory to the Sept . 26 all-inclusive 
TV allocations proceedings. 

Sept. 5—Fall business outlooks br ight ; 
spot business m a y r u n 10% ahead of 
last year . 

Sept. 8—First NAB district mee t ing of 
the year held at Cincinnati . Theme 
proves to be al l -out ba t t l e fo r bigger 
chunk of the adver t isers dollar . 

Sept. 9—NBC plans m a j o r split into AM 
and TV divisions. 

Sept. 16—Cuba calls for b reakdown of 
clear channels as Montreal NARBA 
meet ing gets underway . 

Sept. 16—Petry Co. announces expan-
sion program calling for outlay of ad-
dit ional $250,000 year ly . 

Sept. 23—FCC tu rns - down proposed 
' sale of WHAS Louisville to WLW. 

Sept. 23—Justice depa r tmen t files suit 
against Lorain (Ohio) Journa l charg-
ing unfa i r pract ices in compet ing wi th , 
WEOL and weekly paper , 

Sept. 23—FCC giveaway b a n is sus-
pended pending court test . 

Sept . 28—FCC Color television hear ings 
get u n d e r w a y . ^ 

Oct. 3—Gallup poll shows t h a t public 
favors giveaway shows. 
Oct. 5—695 AM and 49 TV out le ts 
broadcast 1949 World Series. 

Oct. 7—Joseph H McConnell is elected 
pres ident of NBC. Niles Trammel l be -
comes cha i rman of t h e NBC Board. 

Oct. 10—RCA demonst ra tes i ts elec-
t ronic color process to member s of FCC 
and other guests. 

Oct. 17—Free and Pe te r s research staff 
announces survey showing spot radio -
initial costs have gone up 37% since 
1943 but t h e n u m b e r of. set owners has 
increased 40%. 

Oct. 26—Chief Judge William H. K i rk -
pat rick, U. S. Dis t r ic t Court f o r Eas t -
e rn District of Pennsylvania , rules Sta te 
Board of Censors have no power to 
censor motion pictures used b y Phi la -
delphia TV stat ions, 

Oct. 28—FCC orders compara t ive TV 
color demonstrations. ' 
Nov. 1—Explosion and fire damages 
FCC record rooms and offices. 

Nov. 7—U. S. Supreme Court in effect 
upholds Lit t le Rock, Ark . , $250 annua l 
t a x on generat ion of radio waves and 
S50 tax on each solicitor of adver t is ing 
f o r radio. 

Nov. 7—Mutual announces mil l ion-dol-
lar contract f o r radio r ights to World 
Series a n d All -Star baseball games fo r 
seven years . 

' Nov. 18—NAB Board demands NARBA 
t r ea ty t ha t will s top "severe damage" 
to U S. station coverage and moves to-
s t reng then BAB and BMB, 

Nov. 18—WNEW is sold by Arde Bulova 
and associates to new corporat ion head -
ed by William S. Cher ry J r . 
Nov. 16—Television Author i ty , big t a l -
ent union, fo rmed . 

Nov. 28—Defense forces mus te r to fight 
Arkansas t a x rul ing. 

Nov'. 28— NAB Distr ict 16 calls f o r ab-
olition of annua l convention and a 
s tudy of t h e ent i re association. 

Dec. 5—TJ. S. Supreme Court re fuses 
rehear ing pet i t ion m Arkansas t ax 
case. 

Dec. 11—Montreal NARBA meet ing 
takes f o u r - m o n t h recess a f t e r U. S. 
r e fuses to yield on channel conces-
sions. Will r e sume in U. S. 

Dec. 12—Newell-Emmett Co., wi th $26 ' 
mil l ion annua l bill ing announces disso-
lut ion of par tnersh ip as of Dec. 31. 
Cunningham and Walsh fo rmed x t o car -
ry on business. 

Dcc. 19—1950 automobiles b r ing AM 
and TV t ime purchases . 1 

Dec. 19—Operating stations in U. • S. 
reach al l - t ime high dur ing 1949. 169 
n e w AM stations approved, 60 AM de-
letions, 38 new FM's granted and 209 
deleted, 13 TV permits cancelled. 

Dec. 26—Leading indus t ry figures p r e -
dict broadcast ing will set new records 
in 1950. Comments f r o m more than 
300. 1

 % 

Dec. 23—FCC repor ts AM revenue up 
11.9% dur ing 1948 while costs rose 
17.5%. • 

Dec. 26—Year-end television set s u m -
m a r y shows 3.376,625 sets in ac tual use-




