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are out because there are

- NOGREMLINS

inGOULD-MOODY'’S sensational

“Black Seal” GLASS BASE
Dnstantancond

RECORDING BLANKS

Gremlins are those pesky little pixies who annoy
pilots of the RAF and the U. S. Air Force.
They’re also present in many recording blanks,
causing wows and rumbles, squeaks and noises.
But, there are no Gremlins in “Black Seal” Glass
ﬂ Base Instantaneous Recording Blanks. They're
the talk of the industry...giving a wide fre-
quency range, true and beautiful reproductive
qualities, and absolute freedom from noises—
you hear only the performance itself ! Try these
Gremlin-free “Black Seal” blanks at our expense
—if they don’t come up to your expectations,
send them back and we’ll stand the entire tariff.

e —
.

Old Aluminum Blanks Recoated with the
“Black Seal”’” Formula in 24 fast hours.

Ship and Protect your Records with the
new Gould-Moody PacKARTON light-
weight, corrugated container. Saves time,
saves records and reduces shipping costs.

THERE ARE HUMAN GREMLINS, T00!

XM
They’re well-meaning, but kind of careless, people who buy / }A,l/‘,A\ *REG. U.S. PAT. OFF.
things they don’t need, who spread rumors, who throw away pona— 7
scrap and rags, who waste fuel, who drive their cars too fast, N
who aim to but don’t invest in War Bonds. tkc GO u LD - M OO DY compa”y
— DON'T BE A GREMLIN! 395 BRQADWAY _ NEW YORK, N.Y.

\
% % IMMEDIATE DELIVERY! Styli and
ATV shipping cartons supplied at cost.
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This War. ..

is daily emphasizing the importance
of dependability and permanence in

all of our equipment.

This is especially true of
Radio Recording

Equipmenl

The Test of Time has proven

SCULLY

Master Recorders

to be unsurpassable as precision,

superb recording machines
. WAR BONDS NOW

and plan to install

SCULLY MASTER RECORDERS
4fter the Victory!

BUY U.

SCULLY
Machine Company

2 Walter Street Bridgeport. Conn.
Telephone BRidgeport 4-5300

E T e A TR

E N

ST g

Journal for May, 1943

www americanradiohistorv com



N.A.B.E.T. President Jim Brown
Visits Cleveland

RESIDENT JIM BROWN stopped over a few hours
hours in Cleveland on his way to New York. Harold
Brandt, Cleveland’s dapper Chapter Chairman, took

care of things in great style.

A meeting was held in Parlour “F” at the Hollenden
Hotel. General discussions took place from 2 tdll 6 P. M.
President Brown gave us the low-down on the future out-
look of things as he sees it. Heckling was held to a
minimum and the Cleveland Chapter made NABET history
by agreeing 100% or less on all issues . . . including the
weather. We thought the heat (weather) was throwing a
right hook at the Chapter’s chin, 81 degrees, but we cooled
off considerably when California Brown demanded an over-
coat. Ah well, what good native Californian wouldn’t gladly
give his life for the dear old state of Gold Rush tame?

The most interesting part of the proceedings, to my way
of thinking, began at 6:30 P>. M. when steak-starved
NABET members started carving $3.50 porterhouses . . . or
were they sirloins? Expert carving was done in the stylish
Flemish room. How Harold Brandt managed to have steak
served 18 a mystery that kept most of us awake throughout
the night of May 6. Or could it have been the secret weapon
that came from an odd looking vat labled “Vat 69™? Most of
us hadn’t seen a steak for months, thereforec we would
naturally like to see genial Jim stop in Cleveland on his
way back to Hollywood. We took pictures of the steak . . .

VT Ll T BT e v i

(Seated, left to right): Harold Brandt, Jim Brown, Frank Whittam, John
Hyatt, (Standing, left to right): Harry Caskey, Jerry Jerome, Hugh Walker,
Charley Ames, Bert Pruitt, W, C. Pruitt and Fred Everett.

I

(Left to right): S. €. Leonard, Division €ngineer: NABET's Presi-

dent, Jim Brown, and C. C. Russell. Station €ngineer. Note to

the skeptical — This picture was taken after our secret meeting

behind doors guarded by George Washington Abraham Lincoln
Bolivar Jones.

N

President Jim Brown tells Bert Pruitt what he thinks of
Pruitt's dogerel. Pruitt isn’t telling you what Brown
told him.

Broadcast €ngineers’ z Journal for May, 1943
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STEAK! (Left to right): Frank Whittam, Bert Pruitt, Fred €verett, Hugh Walker, John Disbrow, C. C. Russell. Jim Brown. Harry
Caskey. W. C. Pruitt, John Hyatt, Charley Ames, S. €. Leonard, Jerry Jerome and Harold Brandt. {Note: flir. Brown went down to
the other end of the table for the picture. That's his steak nearest you.)

We're going to pay for the party by putting the pictures
on exhibit in the NBC building.

Harold called me when he was informed Mr. Brown in-
tended stopping in Cleveland. Harold wanted to know if I
had any ideas as to doing things up proper for NABET's
Bigwig. “Well,” says I, “we might hire a rickshaw and meet
him at the Union station . . . We could dress in Oriental
splendor . . . That ought to wow him!” Harold seemed a
little skeptical when he asked if I could get the rickshaw.

I told him I'd try. I did, but without success. It's like
this. Chug Chung out on St. Clair Avenue had two or three
old rickshaws but he couldn't furnish a coolie due to the
shortage of labor. I told Chug Chung I'd pull the rickshaw
myself. He thought this over for a moment, then asked me
if I had my union card. I told him I wouldn’t think of being
caught without it. “Fine,” says he. “"Let’s see it.¥ After one
glance he advised me that my NABET card would not hold
water in the Ancient and Honorable Society of the Rickshaw
Coolies Union of Whung Tung Choo, China.

Initiation fees prevented me from joining the union so I
called Harold and explained my failure. “'It’s just as well you
didn’t get the rickshaw,” said Chairman Brandt . . . “You
complain if you have to carry an ND-10 across the street
to the Hollenden . . . I hate to think of what you'd say if

e S0 : i

(Leit to right): Harold Brandt, Jim Brown and Frank Whittam

you had to haul Brown from the Union station to the
NBC building!™

Harold met NABET's potentate at the train and brought
him over to the NBC Building via hoof. He believes he

(Continued on Page Four)
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Hallicrafters are pioneers
in FM! Producers of the
first general coverage

U. H F. communications
receiver to incorporate

both FM and AM.

Time and research have
added much to the per-
formance capabilities of
Hallicrafters FM-AM com-

munications receivers . . .

wartime experience is

adding invaluable engi-
neering advantages. . .
all of which will be avail-
able to you in your peace-
time Hallicrafters com-
munications receiver.

hallicrafters

CHICAGO, U. S. A.

World’s Largest Exclusive m
Manufacturer of Short Wave i AR
Radio Communications
Equipment

President Brown

(Continued from DUuage Three)

thoroughly impressed His Highness with the financial
stability of the Cleveland Chapter. I reminded him that sho=s
are rationed . . . He countered by saying genial Jim was
wearing new shoes, “and furthermore,” said he, “a mere
studio engineer shouldnt try to take too much responsibility
on shoulders that already have a curve like a Mohawk’s bent
bow.” This outspoken
remark pierced me like
the dart from an Afri-
can blow gun. I made
it plain to Brandt that
I absolutely refused to
give him another word
of publicity. Then
what happened? We
had an election of ofh-
cers, and although it
pains me to have to
retract the above state-
ment, I must, in all
fairness, advise you

that Brandt was re-

elected Chairman of .
¢ Cha Persistent rumors were heard to the

the Cleveland Chap-
ter. The vote was
unanimous SO you

know how I feel about
it. Frank Whittam

effect that a Kilowatt spy had been
seen crossing the street, at €, 6th
and Superior. heading toward the
Hollenden Hotel. We decided to play
safe by placing a guard at the en-
trance to Parlour “"F”. Possibilities of
intended Fifth Column work were

rode the wave of pop- thereby held to a minimum. We
. called our bodyguard “George
ularity to the beach of Washington Abraham Lincoln Boli-
re-election. “What the var Jones”. We aren’t sure what he

= . lled us.
heck,” questions Frank cated us

. "is the job of Sec.-Treas. a lifetime proposition in this
Chapter?” “You won’t have to worry about old age, if that's
true,” countered a wisecracking Victory Gardener from the
transmitter.

SHURE BROTHERS AWARDED ARMY-NAVY “E”

The men and women of Shure Brothers, Chicago, were
awarded the Army-Navy “E” for high achievement in the
production of war materials. The “E™ Burgee was presented
to Mr. S. N. Shure, general manager of Shure Brothers, by
Lt. Col. Nathan Boruszak. The presentation was made at
Thorne Hall, Northwestern University. Other Army and
Navy men and women on the rostrum were: Lt. Col. John
M. Niehaus, Lt. Comdr. George C. Norwood, Lt. Comdr.
T. M. Brautigam, Major Eldon A. Koerner, Lt. Robert D.
Morgan, Lt. Barbara Rode, Ensign Miriam Fullbright, S. 1.
Neiman. Presentation of the “E” Pin was made by Lt.
Comdr. George C. Norwood. Acceptance of the “E™ Pin
was made by Marion De Block, Shure employee. Master of
ceremonies was Jack Berman, Shure sales manager. Over
800 Shure workers and guests filled Thorne Hall to over-
flowing and participated in the presentation. It was the first
“E™ awarded to an exclusive microphone manufacturer.

Broadcast €ngineers’ 4 Journal for May. 1943
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Highlights in American Broadcasting

KDKA gets credit for being the first
station to broadcast regularly scheduled
programs in the United States. In 1909
Lee DeForest had his electricians hook a
gadget, with a vibrating diaphragm, to
telephone wires. The other end of the
telephone circuit terminated in a labora
tory near the Harlem River. Lee De-
Forest sent the wired program, Enrico
Caruso singing from the stage of the
Metropolitan Opera House, into space
with his spark-transmitting set. Fan mail
was born. Two hundred radio operators,
on ships at sea, wrote letters to DeForest
telling of the thrill they received when
Caruso’s voice came through their head-
phones. That went down in history as
the first broadcast. Seven years later, in
1916, Guglielmo Marconi stood on a
hillside in Italy sending his voice through
space to a nearby hill. Radio Broadcast-
ing was in the making.

By 1920 the sales of radio equipment
totalled $2,000,000. The sules increased
to $60,000,000 in 1922, doubled the 22
sales in 23 and predictions were made
that $350,000,000 would be a conserva-
tive estimate for the 24 sales.

The roofs of apartment buildings be-
gan to sprout poles like quills on a
porcupine’s back. Antennas appeared on
the farms. Kerosene lamps smoked,
headphones howled and the listeners
laughed with delight.

Cuckoo clocks, chimes, metronome
ticks, crowing roosters and whatnot be-
came the station identification. Produc-
tion men hadn’t been heard of, dress
rehearsals weren’t necessary, carbon
mikes hissed and pioneering engineers
O. B. Hanson, Carl Dreher and Peirre
Boucheron said, “Isn’t the quality won-
derful?” Weekly pay checks indicated
that "“The Honor of the System™ was
paramount. Five day weeks were years
in the offing and the announcers pleaded
for fan mail . . . and got it.

The first Popularity Poll had been
taken in 1922. During this year WHN
broadeast the third remote-control pro-
gram. George McClelland of WEAF
leased wires to link WEAF with stations
in Boston, Philadelphia, and Washington.
W]JZ answered by leasing Postal Tele-
graph wires joining six cities including

Chicago! Network broadcasting  had
begun.
Bigtime  programs such as the

“Eveready Hour,” Lucky Strike and the
A & P hours were beginning to replace
the chatter of previous years. Vaughn de

By Bert Pruitt

Leith became the popular New York
original radio girl. Jones and Hare, The
Record Boys, WVincent Lopez, Harry
Reser, Frank Black, Nat Shilkret and
Harry Horlick were a few of the many
cashing in on the ether waves.

In 1912, the Titanic struck an iceburg
in the Atlantic. This tragedy occurred
on the Titanic’s maiden voyage. The
radio operator on the Carpathia received
the Titanic’'s SOS. The Carpathia sped
to rescue the Titanic’s two hundred sur-
vivors. At a wireless station in New
York City, radio operator David Sarnoff
remained at his post forty-eight hours
without relief, maintaining the city's
only contact with the rescue ship. David
Sarnofl was later to become the President
of the Radio Corporation of America.

The first championship prize fight to
go on the air via the microphone was the
Jack Dempsey-Georges Carpentier fight.
This fight was aired by Major Andrew
J. White and the listeners responded
favorably.

One “first” in Radio Broadcasting that
didn’t have such a happy ending was the
first foothall broadcast. A Pittsburgh
sophomore did the announcing for

P, S
'

KDKA. It seems that the mikeman had
a good sized bet on the home eleven.
Pitt was trailing by one point with sec-
onds to go. Pitt had inches to go for
the winning touchdown. The players
huddled. The sophomore-mikeman talked
a blue streak. The players took their
positions . . . the play began and the
Pitt star fumbled! “Qoooh!”, screamed
the mikeman, “The *¥***¥% honehead
fumbled!™ Rumor has it that the mike-
man dropped his microphone and disap-
peared forever, at least as far as Pitt
and KDKA were concerned!

This unhappy sophomore should have
heard Uncle Whip tell the kiddies a
good-night story over a Philadelphia
station. Uncle Whip finished with a
dainty little fairy tale one evening and
poked a button that was supposed to dis-
connect the mike. Uncle Whip’s sur-
prising statement proved that the mike
didn’t disconnect. “I'ma . ... .. if this
isn’t a hell of a job for a he-man!”,
commented the story teller.

Another classic is told about an an-
nouncer and engineer assigned to a
remote pickup. They were using two
mikes, one for the orchestra and a table

NBC Pioneers in Student €ngineer Training Course — January, 1929. (Lelt to right):

Student €ngineers F. A. Wankel, now NBC €astern Division €ngineer;: G. M.

Hastings, now member of NBC Audio Facilities Group, and F. R. Rojas. now NBC

Control €ngineer. (Extreme right): €x-NBC Development €ngineer R. M. Morris,
now Chief Civilian Aide to the Chief Signal Officer, U. S. Army.

Broadcast €ngineers’ 5 Journal for May, 1943
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mike for the announcer. The announcer
cut in his mike, announced a tune,
turned a switch that was supposed to
cut off his mike, or perhaps he didn’t
turn the switch. Well, anyway, he
resumed his argument with the engineer.
He insisted that blonds were far more
interesting than the cuties with dark
hair. He backed up this theory with some
first hand knowledge! The enginecer went
him one better, using the dark haired
one as the basis of a theory obtained
from living a practical life. This spicy
discussion went on the air with a musical
background. Fan mail reached unheard-
of proportions when truck after truck
backed up to the station and emptied
mail. Legend has it that one Senator be-
came so indignant he took pen and
paper and told them what he thought.
“Haven't these men,” began the Senator,
“ever been out with a redhead?”

By 1923 the United States had 1,000
licensed stations operating in the 360-
meter band. Today, with many new
bands in use, there are less than 900
licensed stations in operation. Imagine
the confusion taking place in the 360-
meter band a decade ago. Lovers of
classical music had to listen to their
favorite program with “She’ll Be Comin’
Round the Mountain™ competing with
the classical. And vice versa. The FCC
put a stop to that in the early 30’s, but
not before Col. Henderson sold coffee for
a dollar a pound to foot the bill of tell-
ing one and all what he thought of Chain
Stores. The FCC likewise clipped the
ether-wings of Dr. Brinkley, the Goat-
Gland-Wonder from Milford, Kunsas.
The good doctor originally opened a
station at Milford, Kansas. Pressure from
the American Medical Profession, and
people who didn’t need goat glands, be-
came embarrassing, so he built a 100,000
watt transmitter at Villa Acuna, Mexico.
This is just across the Rio Grande from
Del Rio, Texas. The price of goats hit
a new high. Dr. Brinkley thrilled
thousands with his promise of rejuvenat-
ing anything but a mummy. It is said
that the good doctor had a wonderful
sense of humor. He took great pride in
telling his listeners about his early ex-
periments. According to him, his first
operation was too successful. Rejuvena-
tion worked, but the doctor’s sense of
smell told him that the goat gland opera-
tion had given the patient the well
known characteristic of a goat! He im-
proved his method of operating, or
changed goats, and that was the end of
his troubles of goat nature. It wasn’t
necessary for him to worry about his
sense of smell after the FCC went to
work on him. On March 29, 1941, the

radio stations in the Western Hemi-
sphere shifted frequency in a wholesale
manner. Of the 833 stations in the U. S,
755 had to inform their listeners to re-
tune their sets. Mexico's ratification of
the Treaty of Havana, signed in 1937
by Cuba, Cinada and the United States
made the mass frequency shift necessary.
This shift sounded the death knell to all
outlaw stations such as the one operated
by John Brinkley.

Graham McNamee announced his
first World Series in 1925. The New
York Giants and the Washington Sena-
tors were playing for the World’s
Championship of Swat. Walter Johnston,
the colorful pitcher, played in the series.
Public interest reached a new high in
baseball.

Two years later the Popularity Poll
for Announcers placed the leading ten
mikemen as follows: (1) Milton J.
Cross, WJZ. (2) Lewis Reid, WPCH.
(3) Norman Brokenshire, WPCH. (4)
Ralph Wentworth, WEAF. (5) Major
Andrew J. White, W]JZ. (6) Phillips
Carlin, WEAF. (7) Ted Husing, WJZ.
(8) Colin Hager, WGY. (9) Graham
McNamee and (10) John B. Daniel,
WRC.

In 1928 the German war aces, Koehl
and Baron Huenfeld, flew across the
Atlantic and lost themselves in New-
foundland. Floyd Bennet, world war
ace, vave his life in the search for the
German fliers. On October 11, 1928,
the Graf Zeppelin made her first trip
to the United States.

On April 21, 1930, the Columbia
Broadeasting System scooped the nation
with a broadcast describing the horrors
of the fire at the Ohio State Penitentiary:.

The Newspaper interests began open
warfare with the Broadcasters shortly
after the Columbus broadcast. News-
papers had published many glowing
words in favor of the innocent looking
infant, Radio Broadcast. When this in-
fant donned long pants the glowing-
words faded like the light in a burnt out
electric light bulb. The radio stations
were scooping the Newspapers in news
reporting and offering competition in the
field of Free Enterprise. Everything
ended happily when the United Press
and INS renewed service to the radio
stations. “Consult your Daily Newspaper
for Further Details”™ is a present day
reminder of disagreements in the past!

Quality improved along with improve-
ment in equipment. Quality in the
studio was considerably improved when
radio went commercial. During the first
years of broadcasting the talent offered
their services free. As more and more
stations took to the air the talent problem

Broadcast €ngineers’ 6 Journal for May, 1943
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became acute. The listeners demanded
higher class programs, and got them.
Nineteen twenty-nine surveys show that
there were 9,000,000 radio sets in the
Anmerican homes at the turn of the year.
Sales of radio time climbed vyearly. A.C.
sets were replacing the battery operated
ones. International broadcasts were be-
ginning to be taken as a matter of fact.
Radio stars such as Kate Smith, Jessica
Dragonette, Amos & Andy, and Stoop-
nagle and Budd were the talk of the
nation. Paul Whiteman made his radio
debut in 1929, and Bing Crosby was an
unknown member of the Whiteman
quartette. Sound pictures were going
through the adolescence stage and many
good neighbors argued the merits of
their Victor, Atwater-Kent, Brunswick
or whatever make of set they dialed.

President Roosevelt spoke to the Nu-
tion regarding the Bank Holiday in
March, 1933, This speech set a new
high for listening audience. Radio had
gone a long way since DeForest’s experi-
mental broadcast from the stage of the
Metropolitan Opera House in 1909.

Competition became a prime factor as
radio became more commercialized. The
leading networks did everything within
their power to scoop their rivals. If you
were scooped it was because the other
fellow was a villiatn. When you scooped
him it was due to superior ability and
ingenuity!

During May, 1935, the Town Hall
program, originating in New York’s
Tcwn Hall, went on the air. The first
program drew 3,000 fan letters. The fad
of tuning for distance had given way to
tuning for quality back in 1930. Milton
J. Cross had been awarded the American
Academy of Arts and Letters award as
the finest announcer in radio. Jack Pearl,
better known as Baron Munchausen,
skyrocketed to fame on the Lucky Strike
Hour. Ed Wynn, Eddy Cantor, George
Jessel and others were soon mentioned
in every crossroads town from Maine to
California. W. H. Hickey of WTIC was
going strong with his quiz program
“Ask Me Another™ that went on the air
in 1928. Madam Schuman-Heink, Floyd
Gibbons, Will Rogers and Joe Penner
flashed into the Ether Sky to Radio Star-
dom. The University of Chicago’s Round
Table, radio’s oldest forum, was going
strong. This forum began in 1931 over
NBC’s Chicago station WMAQ. Joseph
Pasternack dropped dead in a Chicago
studio during a Carnation Contented
Hour rehearsal.

In 1936 the National Broadcasting
Company celebrated its Tenth Anni-
versary by staging a four-cornered radio
conversation across the world. Robert



Jardelier, French Minister of Communi-
cations, accompanied by Fred Bate,
NBC's British representative, spoke from
an American Air Liner flying between
Buffalo and Washington. Max Jordon,
NBC’s European representative, made
part of the broadcast. David Sarnoff,
President of the Radio Corporation of
America, spoke in behalf of the Ameri-
can listeners. They conversed with
Guglielmo Marconi stationed on his
yacht near Genoa, Italy. Quite a change
since the yecar 1916 when Marconi
startled the world by hurling his voice
from one hillside to another in Italy.

The three weeks following September
12, 1938, were without doubt the most
exciting days radio had experienced since
KDKA first went on the air in Novem-
ber, 1920. On September 12, " Adolf
Hitler told the world of his latest de-
mands upon Czechoslovakia. Hitler
warned the world that the German war
machine was ready to roll. During these
three weeks, that led to the Peace of
Munich, NBC, CBS and MBS carried
more than 1,000 broadcasts pertaining
to the world crisis. Approximately 100
hours, at a cost of $90,000 were devoted
to furnishing the American listeners the
latest news. Refunds during this period
are estimated to be approximately
$1,500,000.

Sunday evening, October 30, 1938,
two weeks after the Peace of Munich,
Orson Welles sent his program “The
War of the Worlds™ over the CBS
network. Men from Mars floated to the
Earth via his mythical invasion, and the
result is history. Psychologists say the
panic that followed resulted from the
Nation’s jittery nerves caused by the
world crisis. Orson Welles soared to
fame, regardless of the cause.

In August, 1939, another crisis arose
over Danzig and the Polish Corridor.
The German War Machine began roll-
ing and the Broadcasters kept the U. S.
well advised as to the latest trend of
the war. Mayor Stefan Starzinski of
Warsaw defied the Nuzis and their dive
bombers. The Warsaw station was
bombed off the air repeatedly, but War-
saw’s fearless mayor continued to defy
the invaders until the last. It is reported
that Mayor Starzinski became a victim
of the Nazi firing squad. Lord Haw Haw,
(William  Joice), the American born
English Educated Irishman, heckled the
English from a Berlin radio station. To-
day the English are going strong and
Lord Haw Haw the heckler has faded
like a shooting star.

On a quiet December Sunday after-
noon the radio audience of the United
States was stunned when the regular

programs were interrupted with the flash
that the Japanese had bombed Pearl
Harbor. Confusion rode the air waves.
Listeners got the jitters. Confusion soon
became a thing of the past when proper-
ly supervised news reporting became the
order of the day. Listeners of the U. S.
soon became the best informed people
in the world.

After December 7, 1941, the Broad-
casters swung their unlimited facilities
into the fight to defeat the Axis. Pickups
from all over the world became an every-
day occurrence. Presidential spceches
reached millions of people. Through the
medium of radio the White House could
reach the American millions within a
matter of seconds. Compare this to the
Presidential election of 1920 when re-
ports of the election were being phoned
to New York and sent out over only
one station!

Radio’s leading stars began staging
their programs at Service Training
Centers. Short waves sent the programs
to our fghting forces stationed on land
and at sea. Twenty-five years, to the day,
after our entrance into the First World
War, NBC aired the first “Army Hour”
program.

It is no surprise that Secretary of War
Henry L. Stimson has proclaimed radio
a "Weapon of War!”

If you have not been using
or have not yet tried
Allied’s New Glass Base
Discs, a trial will convince
you of their merits and
superior quality — at no
premium in the cost to
you. We invite you to try
this disc — that is how we
obtain new customers. We
feel certain that you will

21-09 43rd Avenue

ALLIED

GLASS
BASE
RECORDING

DISCS

reorder — that is how we build sales volume — from satisfied users. Your telephone
call, letter, wire or cable will receive our prompt and courteous attention.

PROMPT DELIVERY direct from the manufacturer to any part of the United States, Canada, South America and to some foreign countries.
ALSO AVAILABLE recoating service for your old aluminum discs. Delivery in one week. Details on request,

ALLIED RECORDING PRODUCTS CO.

Phone STillwell 4-2318
Cable: Allrecord New York

Long Island City, N. Y.
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Notes From the Nation’s Station
WLW-WSAI—-WLWO

HAT does a radio man do in his

time off? This is an oft-repeated

question and the answer isn’t al-
ways amateur radio—at least, not these
days. In any station there would prob-
ably be as many answers as there are
men to the question “What is your
hobby?” It would be impossible to talk
about all of our hobhies in one article,
so we'll take a few at a time and over
a period of several issues cover the en-
tire Crosley staff of engineers and per-
haps, from time to time, we may unearth
some very unusual hobbies. Stamp-col-
lecting is probably considered the world’s
most widely-practiced hobby and we
have an expert right in our midst. Our
philatelist is Russ Hoff, Master Control
Engineer. Russ has an enormous col-
lection of stamps and he is continually
adding to it, and he would be glad to
correspond with other readers of the
Broadcast Engineers’ Journal who are
fellow-philatelists. We will gladly en-
dorse Russ as an honest man and he will
make a fair deal with anyone who sends
him stamps. Like all true devotees of
philately (I just had to get in that last
combination of words—it sounds so
purty. Ed.) Russ spends countless hours
rummaging through waste-paper baskets,
so if any of you readers have any old
waste-paper buskets worth rummaging
through, I'm sure Russell will be tickled
pink to grouse through them. Two of
our brethren who are fliers and active
in the Civil Air Patrol are Studio
Engineers Phil Underwood and Louis
Barnett. Phil has been flying for several
years and Barnett has recently completed
his ““ground school™ courses pertinent to
aviation. Barney hasn’t soloed yet but
he has quite a number of hours-in-the-
air in his log book. Naturally, Under-
wood and Barnett are championing for
travel-by-air, but they are always being
heckled by William “Casey Jones”
Aughenbaugh, who pooh-poohs their
method of locomotion and insists that
the railroads are possibly here to stay.
This column cannot find enough words
to praise Aughenbaugh’s hobby of rail-
roadin’ because the writer prefers the
snort of a Baldwin Pacific to the clatter
of a Remington Portable. Aughie has
an impressive collection of photographs
and negatives of railroads and equip-

By Bob Brockway

ment, while yours truly has an unim-
pressive collection of employees’ time-
tables. We are both avid swappers, se
railfans, please write.

Johnny Brill's hobby is the new
daughter who recently arrived at their
house. Our congratulations to Mr. and
Mrs. B. and apologies for not publish-
ing the news sooner, but for the last
few months the stork has been working
overtime on the Crosley Square route.

%% %

Randolph Baer has fully recovered
from a recent attack of too-many-tele-
phonesitis that took ten years off his life
the other night. Randy was holding
down the seat of the mighty in master
control when he had two consecutive
long-distance go-aheads to give. The
eleven o'clock news show was a partial
origination from Woashington, D. C.,
and the following show was from up-
state. Ohio. Baer had Washington on
one phone and the Ohio point on the
other. He had just given cues to the
Ohio pickup and still had the Washing-
ton line open for one last GA, so he-
you guessed it—hung up the wrong
phone on the wrong hook and picked
up the remaining instrument to talk to
Washington which was the wrong phone
off the wrong hook and he darn near
fainted when he discovered his plight.
His little ticker just about stopped tick-
ing as he simultaneously grabbed up all
the phones in the place and muttered a
little prayer for salvation to the kind
Providence who watches over us radio
men. The Journal correspondent is
pleased to report that the Washington
connection was still established and after
we had revived our hero, his normal
color returned, albeit he was a bit shaky
after the incident.

We were happy to greet two members
of the engineering staff who are on leave
while serving in the fighting forces, and
who were recent visitors to the studios:
Corporal Bob Kleiber of the Signal Corps
and Private Charley Guffin of the Air
Force Communications.

* *® *

Another Crosley Square mystery has
been solved-—The Mystery of the Poetic
Doodles. Qur operatives have been re-
porting the discovery of mysterious
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words scrawled on the master-control
schedules, calendars, log sheets, and other
scraps of paper. We thought that maybe
it was some secret code connected with
the Captain Midnight show or some
similar program. There would be a list
of words like ““June, moon, spoon,
honeymoon™ or “beak, bleak, peak, cheek,
squeak™ and even, “lyre, mire, pyre, fire,
desire.” But now, the secret’s out—while
we weren’t looking, our own Donald R.
Neil, the Bard of Mill Creek, has placed
high in the running in a poetry contest.
To say it was a poetry contest would
be a slight misstatement of fact because
it was a contest for any type of litera-
ture, however unenduring it may be.
Our Donald contributed a bit of verse
as his bid to fame.

The contest, sponsored by the Mu
Delta Epsilon, was open to undergradu-
ate students of the University of Cin-
cinnati. At present writing it is hard to
estimate how many thousands of under-
graduates entered the contest, but we do
know that the Crosley Square Philoso-
pher will have his entry in the forth-
coming national contest. Not satisfied
with winning his mark in the contest,
“NX" has been penning little limericks
about the members of the staff, all very
clever, although of dubious flattery.
Modesty, no doubt, has prevented Neil
from writing one about himself; so we've
written one about the Elm Street Ten-
nyson. It may not win any national
contests, but it ought to give the boys
a run for their money in Section 30,
Township 3, Fractional Range 2, of the
Miami Purchase, in Millcreek Township;
it goes thus:

An enterprising young poet is Neil,
Who pens little verses with zeal;
What gives us a sheck
Is his rhyme about Brock;
It’s really not very genteel.

® 0 ok %

Speaking of mysteries, detectives, etc.,
here is a story, that although it doesn’t
concern a member of the engineering
force, it is a good yarn and proves that
there is still some romance in the world.
Our heroine of this little piece of sleuth-
ing is Sally Thompson, night telephone
operator at Crosley Square. This story
appeared recently in the local papers,
but Broadcast Engineers’ Journal can



still claim a “‘scoop,” because the facts
in the newspaper story were all mixed
up, and the Broadcast Engineers’ Journal
reporter got the true facts from Sally,
who, by the way, enjoys reading the
Journal. The story begins (and ends)
on the night of March 12.

One of the Crosley employees
answered a knock on his door, and there
stood an Air Force Cadet. Guess what
he was looking for. Give up? A GIRL-
not just A girl, but a particular one
named Alice Jones, to whom he was
engaged. It seems that Alice formerly
lived in the same building, but had
moved, and the Cadet was looking for
her as he had arrived unexpectedly in
Cincinnati and had a two-hour layover
hetween trains and—well, you guys
know how young love is—you want to
see each other, and hold hands, and all
that sort of stuff. Our Crosley man, one
Dave Partridge, called the large manu-
facturing plant where Miss Jones is em-
ployed for her new address, but the
personnel office was closed at that hour
and they could not receive any informa-
tion from that source.

Time was fleeting, as usual, and Dave
knew just what to do in such an emerg-
ency——he called Sally —and at that
moment, the machinery really started
rolling. First, Sally called the bhig manu-
facturer and was referred to a Mr.
Peterson, of the personnel department,
and explained to him what was cookin’
and Mr. Peterson contacted five other
people to start tracking down the elusive
Miss Jones, but to no avail. In the mean-
time, Dave Partridge conveniently re-
called that before Alice Jones moved
from his building, she had mentioned
moving to the YWCA for a few days,
and then moving out to an apartment
on Madison Road. Now, Madison Road
is a particularly long street here in the
Queen City and I would estimate that
there are several hundred apartment
buildings along its reaches. At this
juncture, Sally brought into the picture,
a weapon which is heyond the ken of
mere man; I refer to her woman’s intui-
tion. She called a Mrs. Mills who man-
ages the Hyde Park Manor on Madison
Road, and sho 'nuff, Mrs. Mills had a
new tenant named Alice Jones, and she
promptly supplied her phone number.

When Sally finally reached Alice and
told her that her boy-friend was in town,
she, Alice, was so excited that she didn’t
know what to do. This was relatively
simple for Sally, who had just found
her in a city of 451,000 souls. Sally told
the girl to get ready to meet her boy-
friend while she, Sally, contacted him,

(Continued on Page Ten)
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Simplify sound pickup problems
in studio and remote broadcasting
with the Shure Broadcast Super-Cardioid
Microphone. Its pickup pattern

rejects 713% of all reverberation and random
noise energy. It is highly immune to me-
chanical vibration and wind noises.

These features insure clear penetrating
signals. Use a Shure Super-Cardioid

for better performance.
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WHEN YOU NEED AN
UNBREAKABLE
RECORDING BLANK

USE THE PRESTO MONOGRAM

... a paper composition base disc that will safely withstand mail-
ing, all ordinary handling, shipment anywhere. Monogram discs
are lightweight, unaffected by temperatures above 40°F. or ex-
cessive humidity, have a remarkably long shelf life.

While the composition base is not as smooth as the glass base
used for the highest quality recording discs, the coating material
is exactly the same, giving the same cutting qualities, frequency
response and long playing life. Surface noise is slightly higher
than that of glass discs but at the same time well below that of the
best commercial phonograph records.

With metal discs withdrawn from use, the Presto Monogram has
become the most practical disc for recording in the field, for
recordings to be mailed to distant points and those subjected to
frequent handling. Thousands of monograms are used by the
military services of the United Nations and by the larger radio
stations for delayed broadcasts. Made in all sizes, 6, 8, 10, 12 and
16 inches. Order a sample package of 10 discs today.

CHICAGO, Har. 4240 + CLEVELAND, Me. 1565 « DALLAS, 37093 '« DENVER,
Ch. 4277 = DETROIT, Univ. 1-0180 « HOLLYWOOD, Hil. 9133 + KANSAS
CITY, Vic. 4631 « MINNEAPOLIS, Atlantic 4216 + MONTREAL, Mar. 6368
RECORDING CORP. TORONTO, Hud. 0333 « PHILADELPHIA, Penny. 0542 s ROCHESTER,

Cul. 5548 « SAN FRANCISCO, Su. 8854 + SEATTLE, Sen. 2560
242 WEST 55“‘ ST. N.Y. WASHINGTON, D. C, Shep. 4003—Dist, 1640

World’'s Largest Manufacturers of Instantaneous Sound Recording Equipment and Discs

l I‘ E s T " in Other Cities, Phone . . . ATLANTA, Jack. 4372 « BOSTON, Bel. 4510
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as he was now at the Union Terminal,
waiting to be paged on the PA system.
Sally called the Station Master and ar-
ranged for the couple to meet at the
taxi stand at the Terminal and then
passed the information hack to Alice who
tearfully asked, “But how will T get a
cab in time at this hour of the night?”
Sally replied, “Leave it to me, sister.”

Sally then phoned her good friend,
the night operator at Parkway Cab, and
explained the now rather thick plot, and
a cab was immediately dispatched to thce
waiting girl. Upon reaching the Termin-
al, Alice became so excited that she had
forgotten where the rendezvous was to
be, so she appealed to the Station Master
for assistance. That ofhcial called Sally
and said, “Well, we have the girl—now
where’s the boy?” The happy ending of
the story is that the boy wus located and
the two lovers had forty minutes to hold
hands—and all that sort of stuff; and the
studio switchboard quited down to a
mere trot.

Proud owner--nay, the inventor of
a simply marvelous garage door is Glenn
Merriam, who rigged up the door with
assorted motors, gears, and pulleys so
that the door opens by remote-control
from the driver’s side of the car, without
leaving his seat therein. We understand
that Merriam is going to further refine
his gadget so that the door will open
when he yells *“Yoo-Hoo™ at it from half

block down the street. In this case,
we will nominate his door as the great-
est invention since the seedless pean:
however, if the door yoo-hoos back at
you, Glenn, you'd better check the
wiring again.

The Micamold Radio Corp., 1087
Flushing Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y., an
nounces a new miniature capacitor,
rated at 120 v dc working, and avail-
able up to .01 mfd. These units measure
3," long by 7/16" wide by 7/32" thick.
This new series of condensers is her-
metically secaled, and mcet government
humidity and immersion specifications.
Additional information may be ob-
tained from the manufacturer.

The Hallicrafters Company, Chicago,
who were awarded their Army-Navy
“E™ Burgee on September 9, 1942, have
again been cited for continued excel-
lence in the production of communica-
tions equipment by the addition of stars
to their Army-Navy “E” Burgee.
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From San Francisco

By E. L. Parkhurst

IG EVENT of the month was the celebration of station
KPO’s twenty-first birthday. The event was signified
with an hour’s special program tracing the develop-

ment of radio from Marconi's time to dJate, followed by
speeches of commendation, etc,, all from the swank
Bohemian Club in San Francisco. An added feature of the
celebration was the awarding of the General Electric Plague
for most efhcient operating record to KPO. The award,
symbolized by an elaborate engraved plaque, was presented
by Mr. Raymond M. Alvord, Commercial Vice-President
of the General Electric Company in San Francisco, to
George Greaves, Engincer-in-Charge, National Broadcasting
Co. San Francisco. In his speech of acceptance, Mr. Greaves
said, in part, *— — I regret that Mr. Baker, Chiet Engi-
neer for station KPO, is ill and therefore unable to person-
ally accept this coveted General Electric Award for the
best transmitter operation record for 1942.

“The engineering personnel of station KPO are proud
to receive and bring to San Francisco this award, sponsored
by the General Electric Company, who pioneered fine radio
cquipment and who are today acknowledged leaders in the
electrical industry.

“We at KPO are putting forth every cffort to again

PURE]

win this Merit Award for 1943.

The General Electric Award, made annually to the NBC
owned or operated station with the most efhcient operating
record, was won by KPO for losing only 12 seconds due to
equipment or personnel failure during a total time-on-air
of 8,382 hours. The record is even more phenomenal when
it is realized that this operating time represents CONTIN-
UQUS operation, with the exception of one 6-hour period
once a week for routine maintenance. We agree with the
rest of you that Chief Baker and his men are to be heartily
congratulated on their performance, and we hope they can
repeat in 1943,

CHANGES. April found Harry Puccetti returning to
the KPO transmitter from SF studios to fill the vacancy left
when Lieut. (jg) McAulay reported for active duty with
the Navy. Apprentice Phil Ryder was promoted to Studio
Engineer, and is performing admirably on the 12 - 7 “grave-
yard™ trick. Also at SF studios is Art McDermott, a long-
time San Franciscan, but new to radio.

ADDITIONS. The Mort Brewer (KPO-TE) baby, a
boy, reportedly looks just like his dad, arrived this month.
Next on the list should be the Summers heir.

GENIAL JOE Baker, KPO Station Engineer, recuper-
ating from a minor overhauling at the hands of local
M.D.’s. Rumor hath it that Joe griecved so much over the
lost 12 seconds in 1942 (see story above) that he wasted
away to a mere shadow of his former self, and was ordered
to bed by his physician. We don’t believe it, Joe.

ROTHERY vs. JEFFERSON. Eggs-per-day. Rothery
ahead due to superior numbers. Jefferson extolling his
chicks to do better, promising them an outing in the forest
(tethered like a goat, however), if they’ll produce more
next week.

VACATIONS Melnicoe and Schuknecht are the lead-
off men on a vacation schedule extending from now until
October. Former to the Santa Cruz mountains, and latter

to Denver to complete arrangements for his permanent resi-
dence in San Francisco.

VISITORS. Messrs. Stewart and Richardson looking
over plant in general and recording in particular, with an
eye to increasing the latter’s business. O me!

BLUE ENGINEERS welcome their new manager, Don
Searle, from Omaha-Council Bluffs area.

SUPERVISORS assigning studio engincers, wondering
about the rivalry between T (Senator) Watson and S
(Beau Brummel) Blank for duty on an audition, shown
merely as “Sound Effects”. Wonderment ceases when it
develops that Chief Sound-Effects Creekmore is conduct-
ing a class for feminine Sound-Effects Technicians!

KOLM, CR-Supr., attending the annual Policemen’s
Ball under duress, as the price of talking himself out of a
ticket for possible violation of dim-out regulations.

SPEAKING of Supervisors, they, too, have their bad
moments. One of them (name withheld by request), was

Mr. Raymond (M. Alvord, G.€. vice-president (left), congratulates
George Greaves upon presentation of the General C€lectric
Plaque to KPO for most efficient operation record for 1942.

writing in some changes on the next Jay’s schedule, when
his mind was diverted momentarily. Just then, he was
brought back to this earth by hearing a sign-off announce-
ment, and, out of consequence of long experience, this
supervisor took a quick glance at clock, then at TOMOR-
ROW'S schedule. THAT schedule called for a TC pro-
gram out of San Francisco, but with no engineer assigned,
no switch-banks set-up, no nothin’, even no harm done.
But the shock must of been something!

At KGO. No one has much to say, but we did wheedle
the information that Shorty Evans, who is just that, 1s
planning a reception in honor of the newest arrival at the
Evans estate. Hay and oats will be the order of the day.
The filly, the filly’s mother and Shorty are all doing nicely,
after a few hectic hours spent by all three at the equine
maternity home. Didn't know there was such a thing, did
you?
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ACK IN 1929 a modest man with a quiet voice

calmly announced two inventions . . . two amazing
almost magic devices that made it possible for radio to
“see” as well as to “hear.”

This man was Dr. V. K. Zworykin of RCA Labora-
tories. And his research in electronics gave radio its
electronic “‘eyes” known as the Icoroscope and the
Kinescope. The former is the radio “eye’ behind the
camera lens; the latter is the receiver’s screen.

Since that red-letter day in televisior history, ceaseless
rescarch in the science of radio and c¢lectron optics has
established RCA Labora